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EL ENGANCHADO

. This eorrido surveys from the immigrant’s point of view the
elashes which arise from his eontaet with American industrialism and
American customs. The reaction is characteristically that of the
male Mexican laborer in his gloomier mood of disillusionment. A
handicraftsman at home, his siill is rendered mseless by the machine.
‘With patriotism aecentnated by expatriation, he excoriates those of
his countrymen who yield to American prejudices of nationality or;
eolor. The young men come in for criticism on their style of dress.
The children, zlas, dance and speak like Americans. Aspersion is cast
on the substitution of Mexicanized English. for good Spanish. But
the chief castigation is reserved for the girls and women who follow
freer standards of dress and eonduct. Here is a glimpse into the
Mexican’s skepticism over la Itbertad de las mujeres. In disgust, and
alone, ke turns sgain to his Michoacén.

vl



El Enganchado

Musica de A. E. SALAS
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EL ENGANCEADO

(Literslly, the hooked one, or more freely, the eontract Iaborer.)

Deede Morelia virs snganchado
ganar los d6lars fué mi flusién
compré zapates, comprd sombrero,
¥ hasta me puse de pantalén,

Pues me docizn qus aquf loa délars
se pepenabnn y do a montén
que las muchaehzs y qee los teatros
¥ que aqui todo era wweilén. -

Y ahora me encnentro ya sin resuello
a0y zapatero de profesifn
pere aqui dicen que soy camello
¥ a pura pala y pure azadén.

I came under contract from Moreliz

" Tp earn dollars was my dream,

(i)

I bought shoes and I bought a hat
And even put on trousers.

For thay told me that here the
deliare

Were scattered about in heaps;

That there wore girls and theaters

And that here sverything was good fun.
Axnd now I’m overwhelmed—

I am a shoemsker by trade

But here they say I'm a camel

And good only for pick and shovel



. De qué me sirve szber mi oficio
s fabricantes kay de & montén
¥ en tanto que hago yo dos botinea
ellon avientan mis de = millgn,

Hablar no quieren muchos paisenos
lo que s mamé les ensefis
¥ andsn diciendo gue son hispanos
¥ renegando del pabellén.

Los hay mas pristos que ol chapote
pero presumen de ser szjén
andan polveados hastas el cogote
¥ usan emaguss por pantelén.

Van lzs muchschas casi encueradas
¥ & ls tienda Haman esfor
{levan las piernas rete chorreadas
pero con medizs de esas chifén,

Hasta mi vieja me la han sambiade
viste de soda. rete rabén
snde pintads como pifiata
¥ va on las noches al dancing jol.

Mis chilpallates kablan puro ‘‘inglis’’

¥& 0o leg cuadre nuestro espafiol
mo llaman fader 7 no trabajan
¥ son reguénos pa’l chirleston.

Ya estoy cansado de esta fonteada
yo me devudlvo pera Michosesin
hay do recuerde dejo a la visja
& ver i alpunc se la quiere armar,

* Black tar
} Balloon trousers.
$ Biore.

‘What good is it to know my frade
I there are manufsacturera by the
goore,
And while I make two Litile shoes
They tumn out more thax a million.

Many Mexicans don’t ears to speak
The language their mothera taught
them
And ge about saying thay are Spanish
And denying their country’s flag,

Some are darker than chapote®
But they pretend to he Baxon;
They go abont powdered fo the back
of the neck
And wear gkirts for {rousers.}

The girls ge about almost naked
And csli Is tienda “fostor’?}
They go arcund with dirt-strenked
legs
But with thoss stockings of chiffon,

‘Even my old woman has changed on
me— .

8he wears a bob-tailed dress of sili,

Goes about painted like a pifaial

And goes at night to the dancing hall,

My kids spesk perfect Englich
And have no use for our Spanish
Thoy ezll me *“fader’’ and don’t

work
And are erazy sbout the Charleston,

I am tired of sll this nonsense

I'm going back to Michoacing

As a parting memory I leave the old
woman

To aee if someone else wants to burden
himself,

t Literally, suspended, gayly colored conteiner, flled with candies, sic, to be
broken by & blindfolded persen with & stick & part of the funm at fiestas. Often
the container, usually pottery, is covered with a gaundy paper doil



MEXICAN LABOR IN THE UNITED STATES
CHICAGO AND THE CALUMET REGION

i BY

PAUL B, TATLOR

INTRODUCTION

Mexican immigrants have entered the heart of industrial America.
They are now the lstest and lowliest newcomers in the long succes-
sion of migrating nationsalities that have furnished the labor te build
and maintain the basie industries of the United States. There, in an
urban-industrial environment, these Mexicans have come into contaect
more fully and more sharply than in rural areas with a menial and
material culture different from their own, and in it they are remain-
ing less 8 class and race apart. In studying this penetration of Mexi-
eans into the industrial North, the &rea comprising Chicago and the
Calumet region! was selected for speeial investigation. It is the
prinecipzl meat-packing, steel, end transportation center of the eoun-
try. In these, its basic industries, Mexicans have come to occupy a
réle which is both absclutely and relatively important. Indeed,
barring & couple of railroads with widely distributed labor forges,
and possibly Ford’s in Detroit, which may have gained the lead sinece
1928, the largest employer of Mexican labor in & single plant in the
United States in 1928-1929 was located on the southern shore of
Lake Michigan. '

This study is the seventh of a series on Mexican Iabor in the
United States projected by the Committee on Scientific Aspects of
Human Migration of the Social Seience Researeh Couneil, and con-
tinued by its Commitiee on Population. It presents the resulis of field
researches carried on principally during the summer of 1928, but
supplemented by observations in the region ai various times both
before and since, mainly in the summer of 1928. The use of the
present tense in the text, unless otherwise indicated, refers to condi-
tions in the summer of 1928, There was a movement of Mexicans

1 The industrial district on the southern shore of Laks Miechigan from South

Chicago, Illinois, to Gary, Indians, inclusive; is known as the Calumet region,
taking its name from the Calumet River which flows through it (see maps).
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from this area fo Mexico during 1930 and 1931, just as there was
during the depression of 1921. The future of the Mexican population
of the region depends chiefly upon the demsnd of local industries
for Mexican laborers. In 1931 it seems unlikely, even with continued
depression, that the region will be deserted by Mexicans in anything
like the proportion in which it was depopulsted in 1921. The roots
of the ecolony have gone deep during the intervening years. But this
gquestion may be left with the future.

Te Mr. José Maria Rodrige snd Miss Anita Edgsr Jones I am
indebted for capable and enthusiastic field assistance during the sum-
mer of 1928, In this study, in the remarks which sometimes introduee
the quotations from Mexicans, the first person singular and plural
are used indiseriminately to refer to the auihor or his field assistants,
whoever may have participated in the interview. Mr. Robert C. Jones,
who engaged in field work among Mexicans subsequent to our own,
has generously compared observations and made available many of
his notes and papers. Dr. Robert Redficld, of the University of
Chicage, gave access to and permission to use valuable field notes
which be had made in 1924. Very many individuals and eorporations
or other organizations gave generously of information, some of which -
was readily available, much of which had to be gleaned from payroll
or similar records in their possession. Their willing cooperation,
extended almost nnanimously, has made it possible to trace in detail
the course of Mexican migration into the area.
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I

HISTORICAL

The beginning of colonies of Mexican Isborers in Chicago and
the Calumet region dates from 1916, Prior to that year Mexicans
appeared only very sporadically: in a few railroad gangs for seasonal
work, as individuals, or at most in two’s and three’s, adventuring by
themselves far ahead of their fellow nationals. Hull House reports,
for example, that a Mexican exhibitor of feather work at the St. Louis
World’s Fair of 1904 came, after a short residence in Boston, to
Chicago, where his child@ appeared in one of its kindergarten classes;
in 1528 the family was still living in Blue Island, a town near by.
In 1929 a Mexican pool room proprietor in Lackswanna New York,
told me that in 1913 he had been employed at McCormick Works, .
Chicago. At that early date, he said, there were but fifty or sixty
Mexieans in Chicagoe, and among them only three or four families;
most of them worked as cigar-makers, and one he recalled was =
blacksmith. '

That the trickle of Mexicans northward into Illinois was small is
evident further from the fact that although some Mexzicans immi-
grating to the United States have given Illinois as the state of their
intended permanent residence each year sinee at least 1309, their num-
bers prior to 1916 hardly averaged fwenty-five annually, Some of
these, as well as some who had not reporied their destination as IHinois,
doubtless came to Chicage. The Federal census of 1900 reported 156
persons born in Mexico in the entire state; in 1910 the number had
inereased to but 672, and even as late as 1920 it wsas only 3,854.
Census dats on Mexicans in Chicago, which appear for the first time
in 1929, indicate clearly that the great majority were from (ld Mex-
ico, rather than from other paris of the United States where there are
persons of Mexican stock. In that year, there were 1,141 foreign-horn
whites born in Mexico, and, including the second generation, but 163
more, or 1,310 persons of foreign white stock whese ecuntry of origin
was Mexico. There were 535 foreign-born whites born in Mexico living
in Liake Conmty, Indiang, on January 1, 1920, of whom 407 were in East
Chicago (probably practically all in Indiana Harbor) and 164 in
Gary. There were thus 1,736 foreign-born white persons in Chicago
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and Lake County, Indiana—practically equivalent to the area
included in this study—who were born in Mexico.

The first appearance of groups of Mexieans in this region was as
track laborers on the railroads, transported from the Mexican labor
-markets of the Southwest. As early as 1907 Mexicans had been used
for seasonal labor on railroads ‘‘even into Chicago.”’* Whether this
meant Literally the city of Chicago or simply the vicinity of Chicago,
which secems more likely, there is no evidence that any permanent
group of residents was established from this source in Chicago until
1916 when Mexicans were brought to the city for year-round employ-
ment. For & number of years prior to 1916, however, railroads with
connections in the Southwest did use Mexican labor on their fracks
in Illinois for at least summer work. By 1910, but probably not more
than three or four years earlier at most, the Santa Fe, Bock Island,
and Burlington railroads were all using Mexicans on their divisions
in Tllinois, Examination of the payrolls for the second half of June
of that year on the Illinois divisions of the first two railroads, and of
the Aurora and Galesburg divisions of the last, revesls that 1,120
men, or 21 per cent of the maintenance of way forces of the three
roads were Mexicans. In 1915 on the same divisions, 575 men, or
15 per cent of the total, were Mexicans. But in June of the same
year no Mexicans were employed on the Chicago terminal divisions
of any of these three railroads.

In 1916 Ameriean industry was pariicularly ‘active under the
stimulus of war conditions in Europe. The stream of European immi-
grants bad dwindled for the same reason. It was undoubtedly under
these influences that Mexicans were drawn northward into Chicago
and the Calumet region in that year. This is troe whether the reasons
given by particular persons appear as a *‘strike,’’ as stated in one
instance, or ‘‘wages,”’ as reporied by an employment agent for rail-
road labor, who said: ‘*the hoboes got too independent and wanted
higher wages’’; or simply that more genersl deseriptive term, ‘‘lshor
shortage,’’ which was the explanation of a railroad eivil engineer.

The history of employment of Mexicans for maintenance of way
work on the Chicago terminal divisions of the railroads appears
statistieally in table 1. If is helieved that this table includes all
railroeds of the area which employed down to 100 Mexicans in main-
tenance of way work in 1928. Ii does not include the sprinkling of

2 Vietor 8. Clark, *“Mexican labor in the United States,’’ T 8. Bur. Labor
Bull, 78:477.- .



TABLE 1

Numpers anp Peacentaces or Mexwoans Execovep v Cmcaco aNp Vicivrry 1N THE MAINTENANCE OF WAy Depanrmesrs or SixreeN
Ranroans, ay Grovrs o8 Hawnospa®

1. SBovrewesreny TRANBCONTINENTAL BATLROADST

Rook Iland Santa Fe Burlington Group I

Pear cent Per cont Per cent Por cont

Total Mexican | Mexican Total exican | Mexican Total Mexican | Mexican Total Mexican
208 2.4 30 i) a8.0 ] 266 1.9 92 553 16.4
258 46.9 a8 95 40.0 38 670 8.7 197 1,023 19.3
221 48.9 7 127 13.4 10 702 1.4 135 1,050 12.9
M2 8.8 28 120 23.8 16 ‘017 1.8 | 127 1,320 8.6
a3 56.0 72 110 85.5 46 288 18.0 k71 Tl 42.4
191 11.0 30 76 30.5 14 142 11.3 o7 ;% 1.4
208 17.3 47 107 43.9 33 220 17.3 121 22.6
195 60.6 70 04 74.5 ) 279 28.7 264 568 a7
202 54.0 Y 108 8.6 62 153 40.1 242 460 52.8
310 72.6 40 81 40 .4 128 A7 51.8 393 638 01.6
505 67.1 74 mnm 73.3 il 180 53.3 509 786 M8
570 40.5 75 100 75.0 184 286 64.3 490 956 51.3
2 69.1 87 9 67.7 228 206 80.4 457 615 74.3

* See footnote to table 2.
{ Chioago, Rock Islnnd & Pacific; Atchison, Topeka & SBanta Fe; Chicago, Burlington & Quiney.
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Tanry 1—-(Continuad)

1I. CentrAL TRUNE RamLroanat

Tilinois Central Milwaukes Northwestern Group I
Yoar
Par cont Per onnt Per cont Por vent
Mexican Total Mexican | Mexivan Tatal Moxiean | Mexican Total Mexioan | Moxicen Total Mexioan
1016...... ] 1.5 1 400 0.3 |orrinnnn
1) & O 12 1,105 1.1 -3 iYkd L3N T RO
1918 14 8 1.7 0 708 ¢.0 0
1910, o § | 1,213 5 53 886 8.0 0
112 SO b4 #38 8.4 114 750 15.2 0
1021.....oevniinernind 18 bB4 3.1 80 220 2T 2 786 0.8 70 1,589 4.4
1922, 43 895 4.8 53 330 16.6 4 936 0.4 100 2,160 4.6
1923 250 2,057 0.4 234 649 6.1 956 39 | 521 4,261 12.2
1024 465 1,756 ) 84 516 16.3 152 1,017 14.9 701 3,288 21.3
1025 789 2,876 27.4 253 1,085 23.8 208 1, 18.0 1,308 6,341 245
1928 1,150 2,550 45.1 240 435 30.2 744 1,963 87.9 2,143 5,148 41.9
1927 2 853 31.8 255 1,159 2.0 1,201 2,486 43.8 1,667 4,308 a8.7
1928 252 748 33.7 203 612 33.2 1,137 9,318 49.2 1,592 3,673 43.83
¥ Ilinois Cnntml'; Chicago, Milwaukes, 8t. Paul; Chicego & Northweatern.
II1. EastEnn TRUNE RarLroapst
N, Y, Contral Pennsylvanin Group 12X
Per oant Por oont Per cent Per cont
Maxioan | Maxicon Total Mezican | Moxiosn Total Mexicon | Mexioan Taotal Moxioan
3.0 0 417 0.0 | “ 1 T UURRVON IO
5.5 4 540 0.7 451 0.2 a1 1,460 2.1
25.8 88 418 23.1 10 201 3.4 218 1,150 18.9
12.0 3 257 0.1 4 283 1.4 50 808 5.6
13.5 11 407 2.2 13 866 3.8 82 1,298 6.3
12.3 & 310 8.7 78 806 12.4 174 1,501 1.6
an.l 117 308 20.6 25 411 8.1 283 1,276 22.2
49.3 118 624 +18.9 67 389 17.2 841 1,30 26.6
44.8 114 48 17.6 222 514 62.8 418 1,673 30.3
50.9 142 588 25.0 179 368 48.¢ 400 1,268 38.6
58.1 152 408 80.6 192 580 33.1 669 1,443 38.9
t Baltimore & Ohio Chieayo Tarminal; New York Cantexl; Pennaylvanis,
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IV. Lovan Ranmoanst

Quter Balt C. M, & Gary C. Junetion Belt
Per oont, Por cont Per cent Per cont
Total Mexican Mexzican Total Moxican Mexican Total Mezican Mexicnn Total Moxican
1,008 9.1 4 81 4.9 0 | 269 0 Vasrresmsnves
f24 11.6 11 1056 10.5 81 201 B0 L
636 20.0 10 106 9.4 4 37¢ 1.1 14 171 8.2
95 14.1 b 103 4.9 2 284 i 3 203 1.5
618 14.7 8 110 7.3 4 207 1.9 21 187 1.2
498 3.0 3 148 2.0 2 235 9 208 2.4
006 51.3 0 160 .0 8 310 2.6 7 350 2.0
1,014 §59.2 35 170 20.6 144 445 32.4 51 350 14.3
1,208 430 12 134 9.0 220 348 63.2 7 264 2.8
1,068 | - 53.5 63 185 3.1 221 443 49.9 91 264 M5
1,117 51.6 28 - 140 20.0 204 640 ar.2 106 302 35.1
1,122 4.9 36 138 26.7 180 489 36.8 147 257 b71.2
1,189 38.7 ) 145 6.2 176 317 46.4 181 280 64.6
Itdians Harbor Westorn Indiana Tarre Haute Group IV
Peor cont Por cont Por cont Per pent:
Taotal Mexicats | Mexican Total Menican | Moxican Total Mexican | Mexicun Total Moxican
.............................. 104
........................................................ 199
450 B Loimnid oo s 156
381 2.9 |.... 133 |meirsiadcemetiaerirens
406 6.4 02 17 T USRS (SR 1566
436 2.8 19 182 10.4 0 56
575 14.8 18 24 7.4 0 | L1 T IS
529 57.8 79 203 38.9 17 931 1.8 1,232 3,048 33.8
oud 4.5 94 202 48.5 39 1,350 2.9 1,752 4,492 39.0
644 or.9 151 561 26.9 140 1,041 7.2 1,068 5,004 82.8
1,874 57.8 2468 1,182 20.8 34 816 4.2 1,085 5,480 26.2
682 66.1 200 600 40.0 63 527 12.0 1,637 3,712 4.1
515 64.9 158 276 67.2 25 705 4.0 1,345 3,487 38.6

:hElzina g.oliet & Eastorn; Chicago, Milwaukee & Gary; Chicago Jundtioq; Belt Railrond of Chi¢ago; Indiana Harbor Belt; Chicago & Western Indisna; Torre Haute &
1 Estimate only,
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TABLE 2

Torar NUMBERS AND PERCINTAGES OF MExioaws EMPLOYED IN CHICAGO AND
VICINITY IN THE MAINTENANCE OF WAY DIEPARTMENTS
oF SIxTEER Ranneans, 1916-1928*

Yoar Mexicans Toial smployees  Per cent Mexiosn
1916 206 0 L. S —
1917 411 e e
1918 821
1918 850
1320 868 e e
1821 243 e e
1822 $31 - e
1923 2,181 9,978 219
1624 2,078 8,516 313
lg25 3,710 12,404 29.0
1028 5,255 12,987 40.5
1927 4284 10,244 41.8
1828 8,963 8,238 429

* This table comprises combined data of the railroads included in table 1. It
is believed that every railroad in the area employing locally in maintenanse of way
down to 100 Mexicans i8 ineluded here. The method of determining nationality
was by examination o¢f zames on payrolls for the month of Jume, in almost every
case for the second half of the month. It was neceasary slso to count the total
numhers of employees. The smount of error involved in using this techuique is
belioved to he very slight. Figures for the E. J, & E, Railroad were furnished by
the compeny from examination of payrolis for the years 1916-1921, estimated for
the years 1922-1027, and counted confemporarily in 1923,

The unit of line ineluded in these {ables wss the Chicago division; on the
Northwesteorn railroad, sections of the Wiseonsin and Qalens divisions within the
Iimits of Cook County were included; the entire lines of local railrosds were
insluded. Manifestly, it was impractieable to confine the limita of line included
in the tsble strictly to the bomnndaries of Chisago and the Calumet region, It is
believed that no Mexicans were employed by the railroads in this territory in the
summar of 1915, :

Table reprinted, by permission, from the Journal of the American Statistical
Asgocintion, June 193¢, p. 308,

Mexicans employed by railroads in other capacities, such as Ireight
handlers, nor those employed in the yards in miscellaneous capacities,
sometimes in appreciable numbers, nor the relatively few scattered
on the tracks of railroads employing less than 100 Mexicans in main-
tenance of way. The method of determining nationslity was the same
as has been used frequently in studies of this series, viz., identification
from thé name; the resulis are believed fo approximate the aetual
number of Mexicans very closely. The payroll for the second half of
June of each year wes used in practically every case; in one instance
estimates only were available for the years 192227, The summer
figure is of course & seasonal peak; a winter figure would show &
smaller number of Mexicans absolutely, though perhaps not relatively.
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From tables 1 and 2 it is clear that 1916 marked the real entry
of Mexieans into maintenance of way work in Chieago and the Calu-
met region. In that year numbers of Mexicans appeared on the tracks
of the Santa Fe, Rock Island, and Elgin, Joliet & Eastern, or *‘Outer
Belt’’ line. The twe former roads have southwestern lines which tap
Mexiean labor markets, but the latter is local. A very few Mexicans
were found on the rolls of the Burlington, Milwaukee, Illinois Centrsl,
and a local railroad; these probably had come with the Santa Fe or
Rock Island, but afier arrival shifted their employment. The follow-
ing yesr, marking the entry of the United States into the war, the
numbers of Mexicans on the Burlington and Rock Island increased
materially. Also, the Chicago Junction, a local railroad the prineipsl
operations of which center at the stoekyards, had eighty-oné Mexicans
on its track force, or 31 per cent of the total; these were brought up
from El Paso, bui they scattered so rapidly to other employments,
principally industries, that the payrolls did not again show an
appreciable number until 1923,

It is clear from the figures and from statements of railroad men,
employment men, and Mexicans, that the principal influx of Mexicans
came from the railrcads which tapped the Southwest, the SBanta Fe
probably serving as the prineipal eonduit. These southwestern rail-
roads are shown in the table as group I. Although the numbers of
Mexicans which appear in the early years on the local railroads, prin-
cipally the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern, are greater than those on the
southwestern railroads, the inflow by replacement on these local rail-
roads was much less than on the railroads able to bring fresh reeruits
north on their own lines. i

In 1928 the percentage of Mexicans employed in the Chicago-Gary
area on all groups of railroads stood at fairly high levels, ranging
from 74.3 per cent on the southwestern railroads to 89 per cent on
the local and eestern railroads. Further detailed eomparisons may be
made readily by reference to the group totals in table 1.

The trend of employment of Mexicans on all railroads in the ares
is shown clearly by the grand total which appears in table 2. Rising
from 1918 to an early pesk in 1920, the number fell in 1921 to 28 per
cent of the number employed the preceding year. Recovery and then
advance in numbers marked 1922 and 1923. Despite declines in 1927
and 1928 the trend since 1921, during the period covered by this
study, has been strongly upward. The uneven penetration of Mexi.
eans in track work in the area is shown strikingly by the fact that
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the proportions of Mexicans employed on individual railroads in 1928
ranged from 4 per cent on the Terre Haute & Southeastern to 80 per
cent on the Burlington. On all these railroads combined, the per-
eentage of Mexicans employed was 42.9; this was higher than any
preceding year notwithstanding some pumerical decline below the
1926 peak,

Bimultaneously with the appearance of Mexicans on the fracks of
the area in 1916, a malleable iron company on the north side of
Chicago also brought up from the Southwest seversl ‘‘batches’ of
Mexicans. The president of the company owned land in Chihuahua,
where he had become familisr with the use of Mexican laborers.
Some were also secured through Chicago employment agencies during
ths next two years while the local Mexican labor market was being
built -up, principally by the importations of the railroads. It is
estimated that perhaps as many as two hundred different Mexicans
were on the rolls of the iron company between about 1916 and 1918,
but they did not stay long, as the experience was apparently satis-
factory to nobody concerned. No Mexican laborers were employed
at this plant in 1928, and if is not included in tables 3 and 4.

Except for this initisl importation and attempt o use Mexicans
which failed, the employment of Mexicans in industry lagged behind
their use on the fracks by two or three years. As indusfrial activity
heightened during the latter part of the war and the early post-war
period, Mexicans left reilroad employment and entered thé packing
houses and steel mills in increasing numbers. During the steel strike
in 1919 one of the companies brought Mexicans from Kansas City,
Omaha, St. Louis, and as far as El Paso; in the same year and the
year following, because of “‘labor shoriage,’’ a tannery brought about
sixty Mexicans from Kansas City who were employed on *‘wet work™
in the hide rooms, and elsewhere under the less agreeable conditions.
The steel strike of 1919 and the packing-house strike of 1921 both
served to re-distribute Mexicans already im the region. Some who
were employed in these industries at the outbreak of the strikes went
out with the strikers and sought employment elsewhere; others, par-
tienlarly track laborers, were brought inte the “‘struck’ plants by
Ishor seouts. '

The tremendous pulling power of northern indusiry in 1518-19
and again during 1923-29 was elearly visible in many places besides
the region to which the Mexicans were drawn. At Laredo, for example,
which is a msjor port of entry, the new immigranis streamed past
border agriculture in large numbers, often giving no heed at all to
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its eries for more lzbor. In 1929 I personally observed this at the
border, and in Chicago heard from a Texas-Mexican in the stockyards,
who previcusly had been a labor scout for farmers near Laredo, &
graphic account of the situation in earlier years. Not only the pull
of industry, but also methods of recruiting and attempting to hold
laborers were deseribed.?

I used to try to get cotton pickers in Laredo, but now all thoy have got in their
beads is Chicago or Detroit; they wor’t stop in Toxsa for a $10 job [of course
nono were oiferod at this exaggerated fignre]. I did pay passports for Maricaus
in Nuevo Laredo, but they left after & day even when they were paid 234 cents
for cotton picking [1919 prubably; 1929 rates were wsually from ¥ cent fo 1%
cents]. Wo vsad to fake their shoes and huts snd put them in another house, but
they got away from us snyway in 1519, and we used to even guard esch door

of the bouses they slept in on & big farm. We used fo put ths wives separate from
the husbands, but the men loft their wives to come north.

The statistical history of the penetration of Mexican labor intfe
industrial plants of Chicago and the Calumet region is presented in
detail in table 3. It is believed that this table includes all plants of
the area employing down to as low as one hundred Mexicans in 1928;
indeed one plant included here never had more than the ninety-six
Mexicans which it emploved in 1927, By comparison of the totals for
groups I and II it will be readily noted that entry into the steel
industry preceded entry into meat-packing slightly as to time, and
much more in its exient. In both industries a peak was reached in
1520, followed, as on the railroads, by a sharp recession in 1921 owing
to the severe business depression of that year, when the number of
Mexicans employed fell to buf 37 per cent of that of the previous
year. Recovery and then advance in numbers marked 1922 and 1928
and most of the succeeding years. If complete figures were available
for 1829, it is believed that they would show an increasa over those in
industries in 1528 ; decreases undoubtedly followed in 1830 aund 1931.
In 1922, but even more in 1923, several steel plants transporied sev-
eral thousand Mexicans to the region from EKansas City and Texas.*
Railroads and sugar-beet culture were two other sources from which

" Mexican industrial laborers were drawn. A number of railroads
brought Mexicans to the area annually from St. Louis, Kansas City,
and the Southwest, many of whom after arrival left the track for
industrial employment. Even prior to 1921 some Mexicans, irans-
"5 Of. Paal 8. Taylor, Meicon labor in the United Statos, I, 330-388 (Univ.

Calit, Pybl. Econ., VI). Hervafter these stodies will be sited only by volume and
page numben.

¢ For gvidence of the reperenssions of thiz movement te industry on the labor
market for sugar beet tenders and cotton pickers ace T, 141, and I, 2.



TABLE 3
Nymagrs AND PErcenTaAGES 0F Mexicans EaxrrLovep v Frereen Innverrial Prants or Coicado AND THE CALUMET
. Rearton, By Tyees or INDUSTRY *

1. SreeL AND METAL

9¢

Tin Mill—American
Gary Works—Illinods Steelf South Worke—Illinois Steal Bheot & Tin Pists Company Inland Steel
Yeur Total Per cent Total Por cont Total Per cent Total Per cent
Mexicans | employees | Mexicans | Mexicans | employoos | Mexicons | Mexicans | employess | Mexioans | Moxicsns | eployess | Mexioans
9,667 1 9 9,823 % SR RO ISR NSRSPRPIOL SV I S—
11,800 . | 19 | 11,244 .2 10 1,481 B S P—
12,199 4 51 10,874 N 10 1,486 N i
10,560 .6 75 9,552 B 23 1,758 1.3 90 5,003 1.8
12,357 X 203 9,008 2.3 o 2.1ne 3.8 845 5,081 8.8
8,223 4 15 5,657 .3 56 2,587 2.2 380 3,015 12.9
11,370 R 208 8,033 2.6 62 1,009 2.7 1,224 4,563 26.8
11,680 4.1 13 8,305 88 162 3,304 4.9 1,714 5,788 9.6
13,223 5.1 1,074 8,805 12.1 205 3,020 6.8 1,730 6,562 2.4
14,251 7.8 749 7,801 8.6 275 3,269 8.4 1,071 6.07 28.6
12,308 7.0 1,030, | 8,450 12.2 307 3,247 5.5 2,626 7,305 34.0
11,776 8.0 1,110 8,047 12.4 303 3,507 8.6 2,223 6,905 5.2
12,768 8.4 1,260 9,295 13.6 342 3,965 8.6 2,000 6,608 20.9

* fion fostnots to table &,
t Numbers of Mexicans employed at thia plant for the years 1013-1015 were as follows: 0, 1, 2, 8.
1 A foew Mexieans weve wployed in 1018,
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Tanrg 3 (Continued)

I. 8rexn AND METAL—(Continued)

Wisconsin Stee] National Tube MeCormiek Works Group I

Your

Total Fer cont Totat Per cont Total
Mexicans | employses | Mexicans | Mexicans | employees | Mexicaos | Mexicans | employeess

Toin) Por vent
employoss | Mexicans

...................................................

1,241
1,608
2,205
2,568
2,806 ,858
3,045
3,027 2,279
3,049 2,273

II. Mear Pacxivg

Bwift Armoyr Hammond
Total Per oent Total Por cent Total Per cent
ployoos Mexi Mexi employoes Mexioans Mexicany em ployens Meoxioans
10,360 0 3 10,541 0 1 2,238 .0
12,608 .3 35 14,646 .2 2 2,480 A
10,924 B 20 12,718 2 ] 2,120 3
8,543 1.8 111 9,818 1.1 12 1,751 q
6,060 8 40 7,40 N 3 1,348 2
6,116 N 48 0,837 N 2 1,053 2
7.814 2.0 927 7,497 44 10 1,537 K
6,282 1.3 628 8,674 7.2 25 1,341 1.9 .
5,652 1.9 535 8,190 8.5 2 1,318 2.2
5,381 2.7 469 8,367 5.6 45 1,329 3.4
5,602 3.9 a7 1,715 4.9 106 1,335 7.9
5,548 5.1 488 646 6.1 190 1,430 13.3
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II. Mear-Pacxinag—(Continued)

Omaba Wilson Group I
Yoor
Total Per cant Total Por onnt Totasl Per vent
Mexioans employess Mexicans Maoxicatis employeen Mexicary Mesicung omitloyees Mexicana
U] 0978 0 ]
26 1,014 2.6 106
13 963 1.3 | i L epmnmmvnoren | semmsssnersna
28 087 4.1 25 5,050 B as1 25,855 1.3
22 682 3.2 9 3,520 .3 116 20,010 .8
21 763 2.8 . 4,400 q 133 18,167 N
80 oot 8.0 48 4,503 1.0 618 22,438 2.8
72 017 7.9 80 3,739 1.6 £68 20,958 4.1
56 792 7.1 44 3,458 1.3 773 19,419 4.0
50 798 8.3 b4 3,360 1.6 761 19,235 4.0
a2 823 7.5 94 3,201 2.9 18,786 4.6
4 893 8.3 103 8,107 3.2 1,113 18,714 59
TIL. MiscrtLaNBots
Universs] Ceront Olson Rug Company Froit Growern’ Express Group XX
Total Per cont Total Par pont Total Per cont Total Per cont
Mexionns | employess | Mexicans | Mexioons | employess | Mexicany | Mexicans | staploywa | Mesivans | Mexioans | employees | Mexioaos
3 088 N N . . S TR
X Vi % U ORI (RGN ARPRPURIOUII AUOORIN 1
16 1,241 bt T SRR ISR NSRS NUUUNRRORITN VDO R 16 [ P, I
o 1,017 5.2 fn 80
30 1,592 L0 Lo snemmaromsenss [semmensssusisionfuestrnmesnesseses] nene 30
87 1,627 5.3 [.. 87
255 1,082 12.9 23 281 8.2 11 17 1.6 289 2,080 9.7
267 1,883 14.2 38 403 9.4 18 1,120 1.6 323 3,408 9.6
218 2,149 10.6 &3 444 11.9 20 726 4.0 310 3,319 9.3
276 , 085 13.2 43 405 10.6 22 472 4.7 340 2,062 11.6
265 1,983 13.4 42 340 12.3 26 837 15.1 403 2,960 13.6
261 1,728 156.1 105 450 23.8 76 719 10.6¢ 442 2,806 15.3
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ported northward to the sugar-beet fields of the Middle West in the
spring, failed to return south at the close of the season in the fall,
and wintered in the industrial area, adding their numbers io the
general laber market. Annual aceretions from this souree have
continued.

TABLE 4

Torar, NUMBERS AP PERcENTAGES oF Mrxcins EMPLovYen v Forreew
InpusTRIAL PLANTS 0¥ CHICAGO AND m{}mm Reaon,

19134028
Year Mexicana Total emplvyees Per cont Mexican
1913 1 ———— e
1914 2 — —
1915 ] P J—
1918 i8 J— -
1917 54 ——— J—
1918 221 [ _—
1918 369 N -
1920 1,746 — —
1921 644 s e
1622 1,820 P —
1923 4340 000 ... —
1824 5,313 ———— .
1925 6,052 85,220 8.3
192¢ 7,269 65,888 119
1827 6,823 64,189 108
1928 7,650 65,682 16.7

* This table vomprises the combined data of the individual plants included
in table 3. The figures for thirteen planis were secured from piant mationality
veporta for the years for whiech they were available. For the other two plants and
for the yearn preceding the making of nationality reperts in five plants, the metkod
of determining natiomality by examinstion of names on the payroil was employed
Unavoidably the fipures do not represen{ the same dates within each yeer, some-
times even in the series of figures from & aingle plant. The decisions nscessary to
5t diverse dsts into a table, while of necessity more or lees arbitrary, probably
hawe not materially distorted the results, and have perhape prodaced less distor-
mthnﬂhe:dmwh;ehmg&thavebeeAMe. It is believed that only
two plants in the region whick employed 100 or more Mexicana in 1928 are mot
included hers, According to the best figures obtainable Crane Company employed
about 250, and Youngstown Sheet and Tube Company about 350 Mexicans in the
spring of 1828, The former began to employ Mexicans in 1920, and in 1926
- employed as many ax 355; the latter began to wn; loythemmnmnben abont. 1928,
perhaps & sprinkling having besn employed for a few years preceding.

Teble reprinted, by permission, from the Jowrnal of the Amorican Statistical
Association, June 193¢, p. 306,

As on the railroads, the penetration of Mexican Iabor has been
very uneven as between industries and individual plants, In 1928
Mexicans comprised 12.5 per eent of ihe employees of the steel and
metal plants shown in the table, and only 5.9 per cent of all employees
in five meat-packing plants. In the fifteen industrial planis com-
bined, the percentage of Mexican employees was 10.7 (see fable 4),
but in the individual plants the proportion of Mexicans ranged from
3.2 per cent to 29.9 per cent.
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TABLE 5

CEaNgEs ¥ NATIONALITY AMONG EMPLOYEES IN THE SLAUGHTERING AND
Mear-Packing INDUSTRY OF CHicino Brrweex 1809 anp 1928*

Native-bornt Number 1809 Pex oant Humber 128 Per cont
White ... 2831 189 3,604 27.3
Colored . - 459 3.0 8,854 28.5
Indian e e - 2 1

Foreign-born .

Austrian} 56 4 271 21
Armenian 33 2 w—— e
Belgiani 15 .1 3 =
Czechoslovakiant 1,400 HE 274 2.1
Danigk ... 17 1 7 1
Duteh ... 23 1 5 g
English ... .. 143 ig 23 2
English coloniest? 24 8 231 1.8
Filipino ... - — 2 g
Finnigh . - 1 1 ]
French ... . & €
German ... 10.4 382 2.9
Greek ... .. A b 1
Honduranian ... ... — 1 b
Irish .. 118 7.5 380 3.0
Italign ..o 81 B 29 8
JApANese ... 1 f e
Lithuanian - 1,860 129 1,033 7.8
MaZYAT .reecrcen 5 43 3
Mexjesn ... b 746 5.7
Norwegian ... 2 - 5 : - g
Poliak ......ccoc..... 21.7 1,570 11.%
Porto Rican ... J— J— 2 5
Portuguese ........ ... - s 2 1
Remaniae ... 92 % 18 1
Russianf ......... 440 2.9 383 2.9
Beoteht .o isl g 36 I
South SBlaviet ... 224 14 is 1
Spanish 2 5 4 1
Swedish ... 177 i1 58 K 3
BWiss .rcreen iz 1 g 1
Turkish ... 8 1 2 1
Welash .. 6 1 3 4
Migcellaneonst...... 21 . | 61 K
Total.....ccc.ce 15,489 100.0 ) 13,194 1809

* Data Tor 1809 taken from Reporis of the Immigration Commission, 13:204;
those for 1928 are s combimation of figures of the naticnality reporta for the
Chicage plants of Swift & Company, as of October 11, 1528, and of Armour &
Company, Chicsgo, sverage for the year 1828, ¢ Nationality”’ is used hers in the
semse of ‘*n people’’ rather than in & political semse, subject, of course, to irrege-
igrities in reporting. The attempt to eompare data from thres sources with
non-uniform bases of nationality claszification hss cempelled some readjustments
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The historical process by which Mexican laborers had come, in the
summer of 1928, to constifute approximately 43 per cent of the track
lsbor on the prineipal railroeds within the area of Chicago and ihe
Calumet region, and 11 per cent of all employees in a group inclnding
most of the important plants in the steel and meat-packing indus-
tries, should now be visible in iis main outlines: It appears as a war
and pest-war movement, with railroads and the steel plants stimulat-
ing the flow and serving as its principal channels. From these rail-
roads and steel plants, Mexican laborers dispersed to other railroads
and steel plants, and to other industries, particularly to meat-packing.
Further evidence bearing upon and expanding this theme will be pre-
sented in the sections of this study dealing with Mexican Population
and with the Labor Market. ]

The area from Chicago to Gary has long been an important
immigrant-receiving center and the nationalities employed in its basie
industries have altered their propertiions as the scurees of immigra-
tion have shifted. Until recently the immigrants have been slmost
entirely from Europe, but now the ferm ‘‘immigrant’’ to Chicago
must be recognized as ineluding Negroes migrating northward and
Mexicans from below the Rio Grande as well. By means of three
tables these changes in nationality of employees, are shown as they
have teken place over a pericd of from fifteen fo twenty years in
sclected large plants of the meat-packing and steel industries.

The changes of nationalities in the meat-packing industry between
1909 and 1928 are shown by table 5, which compares a nationality

of elassification. In making these, 8z little viclence as possible was done; specifis
data lost by reclassification are noted below, yet imperfeetions such as ‘‘miscel-
laneous’’ clessifientions and perhaps others remain which necessitate camtion in
making refined uses of these data. .

+ In 1809 data, the 2185 persons ‘‘native-born of foreign father, by couniry
of birth of father’! have heen sombined with the 746 ‘‘msative-born of mative
father’’; in 1828 “*United States white’’ and ' American white'’ have been
elagsed aa ‘“native-horn white’”; ‘‘native-born ¢olored’’ have heen similarly
derived. *‘Colored’* and ‘*Negro’? sre used interchanpgeably in this study. In
1808 ¢ Orochoslovakian®? includée 673 specifiod as Bohemisn and Moravian, and
817 Blovaks; in 1928 it includes 88 specified as Bohemians and 115 as Slovaks,
‘¢ English colonies’’ in 1908 rspresents 30 French Canadisns and 94 other Cans-
disns; in 1928 it includes 1 New Zealander, § British West Indiang, 31 Canadians,
and BG4 not specified, but probably principally Canadiaws. In 1800 fScotch?®?
includes 21 specified as ‘‘Beofeh-Irish.”? In 1909, **Russian’’ includes 18 spesi-
fied as Ruthenian and 37 Hebrows; in 1028 it includes 6 specified as Hebrews and
12 as QGalicizns, In 1900 “*South Slavie'! includes 37 Servians, 87 Creatizns,
1 Dalmstisn, 7 Bulgariens, 1 Msacedonian, and 91 Slovenians; in 1928 it ineludes
8 Croatians, 2 Albaniang, 5 Serbians, and 2 Jugosiavs. In 1909 ‘‘miscellancous’”’
includee 3 foreign-born Negroes, and 18 “‘other Hebrews”’; in 1928 it imcludes
3 South Afrieans, and 58 unspecified. ’

$ Nationality not spesified,
¥ Less than .05 per cent.
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TABLE &

CHANGES DY Namxanm AxoNg EMyrorees N Two Liroy STEXL PLaNTs
or TEE CALUMET Resron Exrwemyw 1812 axp 1928%

Native-born Nusober 1013 Por cont Number 1028 Paor cent
WhIte .oerereenens . £453 255 7,449 33.8
Colored ... 266 15 2,718 12.3
Indian ..ccovveeveeee o - e 1 L |

Foreign-bora
Albarian ... i3 1 24 " |
Arabian ... N 11 " 3
Argentiviant ... 2 k| 2 |
Armenian .......... 8 | 17 3
Belgiant e 2 q 8 T
Bohemisy ........ - 48 3 111 8
Bosnian ...poemr seen o - . 3 . 1
Braziliant ... — e 1 )
Bolgarian ... 74 A 85 4
Cenediant T 230 1.1
Chinese ... - o | 9
Croatian . 9.4 852 3.9
1867170 S R B )
Dalmatiax . 3 g g
Daniah .......... X 24 1
Puteh ... - A 13 P T
East Indian b4 4 %
English cnvoreereee 206 1.2 197 g
Filiping ... R, 3 ¥
Pinnish ..... 2 9 ? b
French ... i7 21 I " 3
Galician __ ] 9 15 . |
Germsan ..... 589 3.4 422 1.9
Greek ... 276 18 343 1.8
Guatemslan} ... ... O b %
Eswaiisn ........ ore aveaen I 1 1
Hebrew ..o 2 T 8 Y
Herzogovinian ... 3 'l 1 9
b 651 T 380 22 226 10
Ialian .oeeen £208 12 217 10
JEPANeES ....cccrreeer 8 1 2 b
Lithuanian .......... 158 i1 178 8
Macedonian . 176 14 212 9’
Magyar ....... 520 3.0 394 18
Mexiean} ... e e £,081 8.4
Montenegrin ... 18 = | 14 i 4
Norwegian ....... 89 B 51 2
Persian —oreeeeee a0 B e 1

. Peruviant .. e . 8 1
Pelish ............... . 4451 257 8,105 141
Porto Rieani ... e 2 |
Rumanish ... a77 18 119 B
Russian ..... . 767 44 405 1.8
Seotch ....... 122 g 208 E]
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TABLE &—(Concluded)

1912 1928 )

. Nuzmbar Per cont KNumber Per cont
Servian ..ol 814 85 482 2.2
Slovaks ... -~ 1,080 . 8.2 ' 838 3.8
Spanish ............. 18 1 388 1.8
Bwedish ... ... 538 32 494 23
Swiss! e 19 .1 [ %
Syriant - 8 ¥ 15 i 3
Turkish el 61 3 17 " 3
Urogusysni ... . = e 1 %
Welsh 52 . .3 - 28 g
West Indianl ... ... ——— 4 b
Total ............... 17,441 100.0 22,0614 100.0

* Data from nationality reports of Gary and Soutk Works, Illinois Steel
Company, December 31, 1912, and December 31, 1928,

t¢*Canadian’’ includes all ‘‘British North Americans.?’ In 1928 ‘fSyrian’?’
includes 12 speecified na ©‘ Assyrian.??

} Nationality, or **race,’? not specified.
¥ Less than .05 per cent.
¢ Incindes 1 from **British Asia Minor.**

report of the industry made to the United States Immigration Com-
mission in 1909 with the combined 1928 nationality reporis of the
two largest meat-packing plants in Chicago. Incomplete and non-
uniform classification of nationalities accounts for difficulties such as
the failure to separate some ‘‘Austrians’’ inte their proper (non-
political) nationality groups, and the improper classification of others,
e.g., the union of diverse peoples nnder sueh terms as ' Czechoslo-
vakian,” ‘‘Sounth Slavie,” or ““English colonies.”” Notwithstanding
these defects in classification, which could easily be remedied by the
personnel departments of the companies should they so desire, the
main trends during the almost two decades stand out clearly.® The
five principal groups in numerical order of importanee in 1909 were
Polish, native white, Lithuanian, German, and Czechoslovakian
nationalities. In 1928 the groups were colored, native white, Polish,
Lithuanian, and Mexican, in the order named. The principal decreases
were among the Poles, who fell from 27.7 to 11.9 per cent, the Ger-

84 From 1880 to 1888 the nationalities cmployed in the stockyards, in the
order of their numerical importancs, were Irish, Americans, Germans, and a fow
8soteh.?? In July, 1904, the approximate proportions of the prineipal mationsli-
ties employed were Irish, 20 per eent; Americans [white] and Beotch, 2 per ecent;
Germans, 16 per cent; Poles, 20 per eent; Bohemians, 20 per eemt; others, includ-
ing Lithuanians, Bloveks, 8 very few Krains, Finns, and Greeks [and probably
Negroes], 18 per cent.—Carroll D, Wright, ‘‘Influence of trade unions on immi-
grants,”” U. 8. Bur. Labor, Bull. 2:56. Also see Eeports of United States

;némigraﬁon Commission, X1II, 189 ., for eerlier history of Europeans in the
industry.
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mwhoieﬂfromlﬁétoZQ;pereent mdtheﬁmehdw&b,whe
fell frpm 9.6 to 2.1 per cent. Thelnahmdhthmmahodwpped
notably. On the. other hand, xmmmsmgaﬁw
cent, native whites frém 18.3 to 27.8 per cent, and Mexioams- from -
practically zero to 5.7 per ceat. There&dercmmakemm
parisons by consulting the table. Themereasemnahvew'ﬁwagjhown
in this, and in other tables presented in this siundy, is to a considerable
degree accounted -for by the entry into the industry of sesond gen-
eration Buropeans. The significance, if any, of the fact that the -
- total nember of employees in 1928 is smailer than the total in 1909,
- is not measured by the difference given here, sinee it is the result of
a difference in basis of reporting between 1309 and 1928, as well as

~_of an improved industrial technique.

The nationality changes which have taken place in t& two hrgest
plants of the steel industry between 1912 and 1928 are presented in
table 6. Because reports for both years.are from the same two plants,
which, as part of the same eompany, keep almost identical nationality
records, and because these are the most complete and accurate which
in classifieation than it was possible to make table 5. In 1912 the
¥ observed in the region, the table itsélf iz more complete and accurate
five principal nationalities, in order of numbers, were Poles, native
whites, Croatians, BSlovaks, and Rma.ns, they ranged from 25’?
down to 4.4 per cent of the tofal. In 1928 the first five groups, in
order, were native wh:tes, Poles, Negroes, Menms, and Creatians,
andthayrangediromss.sm39peroentofthetota}. Noteworthy
inereases were those of the native whites from 25.5 to 338peroenz
theN'egroesfromlStolS.’..s per eent, andthel{exmmﬁ'emzero
to 2.4 per cent.

Since the most important of the recent migrations to Chicago and
the Calumet region are those of Negroes and Mexicans, comparative
figures were obtained of the mumber of each eraployed awnually by
the two Iargmt meat-packing plants, the three largest steel plants,
and the largest cement plant of the ares. These are presented In
~ table 7,

Data on Negro employees in the steel plants are taken from
nationality reports. One plant employed no Negroes in 1910 and
1911; another employed only seven and eight, respectively, in these
yeers: and the third plant, whick in 1912 employed nearly all the
266 Nagroes, employed only §bout thirty in 1910. In iren and steel
manufacturing in the Middle West, of which the Calumet region is
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apmommmonwaer@orﬁdhyﬁeUnmdﬂm '
Immgrahen%min!ﬁﬂg or 5 per cent of the 12,058 -
employees for whom data were obtained.® The figures presented heve,
therefore, reach practically to the beginning of employment of Negreﬂ
- in the steel mﬁuﬂry of this region. -

Data on Mexieans in these three steel planis eommence with 1918
when Mexicans first appeared in the nationality reports. That this
was the beginning of the employment of Mexicans in the industry is
eonfirmed by the fact that the Immigration Commission reporied no
natives of Mexieo employed in iron and steel mmnfwtm-ing»in the
Middle West in 1909.7

Any Mexicans employed before the dates shm in table 7% in the
two meat-packing plants included there, or indeed in the entire Chi-
eago indusiry, were numerieally negligible. Of 15489 employees in
the Chicago slaughtering and meat-packing industry on whom data
were obtained in 1909, only one was a native of Mexico.® Data on
Negro employees of the packing plants are historically much less
adequate, As carly as 1880 a lone Negro was employed in the yards
as a member of Armour’s killing gang. But not until 1894 did
Negfes play an important part in the industry. In that year “Negro
labor was employed to break the strike and has been an element in
the situation ever since.’’ *“While few of the strike breakers of 1894
were retained, yet that event marks the real beginning of the employ-
ment of Negroes, At the beginning of the present strike [1904] some
500Negroesworkedmtheyards. S InlﬂOcheImmxgamm
Commission reporied 462 Negroes employed in the slanghtering and
meat«paakmgmdnm'yofChmagO, or 3 per cent of those for whom
data wa'e obtained.

OBcporfc,IX,N For nationalities employed carlor, ses idid., 10—}.3,

amd.,xm,zoé.
- o'Csrroll D. Wright, loe. oil. S&ﬂwﬁwoméﬂmmswﬁm )
{Heur York, 1831) ;284 &, for an nceount of the Negro in the stockysrds, Thess
state that when the strike of 1854 broke out abomt 56¢ Negroes were
&@?ﬂ?mh&&amqummm&wm
of 19 '
. 10 XTTI, 264, Aecording to the census of 1910 ihe number of semi-skilled and
nnskilled Negroes in the Chicago industry fell to loss than one husdred. Although
Speromdllarm;,op oil., 268, apparantly aceept the census figurs for comparative
gurpom,umﬂzmhveofaprmpz&emdwpmthennmbsuflfegmemp]nm,
mmehwamﬁgmmhwmm&amNm
employecs reported by the Commission & year carlisr. I rogard the
Muahmagaugaotmmpimmsotﬁmes The 1010 census omiis
skilled Negroes from ifs count. But indiecative of an evem wider margin of non-
mpmhhtrﬁanmmmmbythemotthaﬁﬂlednthemm
although two plants alone showed 5,110 Negro employses on thelr payrolls or
eationality hiﬁ%(mhbb?},&smefﬁsmmmmr
2,793 Negro rers and semi-skilled” workers,



TABLE 7

NUMBERS AND Pnncxﬂ'malau or Mextcan anp Nearo Exrrovees v TeERex Steen Prants, Two Mear-Pacrmva Prawrs,
AND A Crmewr Puanr 1N Crreaco aNp Tae Carnumer Recron®

" Three Btesl Planta _ Two Moeat-Pooking Flants
Negrooy 'ﬁ'"‘l Mexinana Negrose m'r‘f”mm
Per oant | Number | Por cent omployees Nymber | Poreent | Number | Per cont pio¥
.................. 206 .13 20,268 |.......
112 0.7 16,086 1......coocenenen|erscnnscenensnes|mesasmasernseres| sonems
70 0.5 13,062 |.......
108 1.0 20,268
0.1 668 2.4 23,693 |....
0.1 1,274 4.4 28,734 7 g
0.4 1,646 5.3 29,080 78 0.
0.9 2,690 10.7 25,115 (i) 0.3
1.6 2,680 9.8 26,446 260 1.6 &, 11 2.8 18,361
2.6 1,647 9.8 16,796 82 0.9 2,928 20.3 14,460
6.4 3,432 14.3 23,966 Bg 0.7 4,238 2.9 12,952
11.3 3,362 13.0 6,718 482 3.2 5,148 33.6 15,311
12.1 4,006 14.3 28,680 711 4.8 4,840 32.4 14,856
13.2 8,717 12.8 28,960 644 4.7 4,244 30.6 13,851
15.8 3,261 11.6 298,067 612 4.5 4,068 20.6 13,748
i 14.6 | 3,138 1.4 27,628 596 4.5 3,864 20.0 13,817
TO2B.......coe s remsess st semssgese s enees 4, ‘081 14.2 3,203 11.1 28,757 748 5.7 3,804 20.5 13 194

* Data irom Todians Herbor Works, I i N H H
Buh u:\o s m‘.lﬁ ni‘:r:'lll 'i oo | ctg::“tnhnd Btml Company; Gary and Bouth Works, linois Steel Company; Cl'hiwco Plunts, Armour & Company and Swift & Company;

‘Table reprinted, by permision, from the Joumnl of Political Economy, o, 38, No, 8 (October, 1030),
t Yo than one-tenth of 1 per cent.
$ Dais available for onn plant only: 1917, 1,408; 1916, 1,624; 1016, 1,710, Bes taxt comments on sarly smploy mant of Negroes in the stockysrds,

§ A few Mexicans exployed at Inland Stoel in 1918 do not appuar hore, sinos no nationality report showing their number was available; probably they were employed after
the report wha mada.
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TApLE T-{Conoluded)

Q”G["”OF’QIE

A Coment Plant Al Plante
. i exioa)
Year Mexioans Negroes T?tml M na Nogroos 'r?m
emnployecs
Number | Percent | Number | Per cent pioy Number | Percent | Number | Percent amployess
;i
o
18§ I.....
0.3 5 43 0.1 50,823
0.1 2.2 183 0.3 ’ 857,120
13 5.8 321 0.7 49,908
5.3 27 .4 1,684 3.4 8,161 17.5 524
1.9 21.4 bb0 1.7 4,015 15.0 32,847
5.3 38.1 1,710 4.4 8,260 21.4 545
.................................................................. 12.9 23,1 , 066 85 8,058 20.8 43,008
................ 14.2 25.1 4,457 9.8 9,400 2.7 45,519
TO28.ccvirimrsremrererassmrsessrssvases 228 10.6 405 18.8 2,140 4,700 10.6 8,360 8.6 44,069
TB2D.......comsrrenimenrerssnsmasammssssnsvismsriresns 215 13.2 437 21.0 2,085 5,808 12.1 7,768 17.7 43,900
1927, einssmnessssssrnsinn " 265 13.4 336 16.9 1,983 4,003 11.4 7,337 i7.1 42,928
ABZB....ocoeiimit e et eb e an st vas 261 16.1 321 18.6 1,726 5,088 11.4 7,418 i7.0 43,6877

# It is posrible that thore were Mexicans in the meat-packing and cement plants which would increase these totals somewhat, but probably there were none, mod certainly
there were extrumely fow.
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The war demands for labor resulted in important inereases in nse
of Negro labor until in January, 1918, Negroes were said to comprise
20 per cent of the laber in the yards. Table 7 shows that in the two
largest meat-packing plants the percentage of Negroes Tose to 27.8
per cent in 1920, sagged in 1921 to 20.3 per cent, and in 1922, as &
result of the use of Negroes to defeat the strike of 1921-22, rose to
82.7 per cent,

Mexicans appeared in numbers later than Negrf;es in ail these
plants, and entered them in very unequal proportions. The effect of
reliance upon, and importation of Negroes by the packing industry
is clearly evident in the table. The steel plants, on the other hand,
partly by importations, brought up the numbers of Mexican employees
above those of the Negroes. The cement plant relied much more
heavily upor Negroes than upon Mexicans until 1927 when the
margin in favor of Negroes diminished markedly.

In 1928 in these plants Mexicans somewhat exceeded Negroes in
steel, but were heavily outnumbered in meat-packing, and modarately
outnumbered at the cement plant. In the six plants ecombined, Mexi-
eans eomprised 11.6 per cent of all employees as compared with 17
per eent for the Negroes.!! The Mexicans in that year stood almost at
their numerical and proportional peak, whereas Negroes had declined

from a peek of 21.4 per cent in 1922, and stood at almost exactly the
proportion of 17.5 per eent of all emplovees which they had com-
prised in 1920, The Mexicans rose in the same pericd from 34 per
cent of the.total to 11.6 per eent. Both groups remained at nearly
stable proporiions of the combined tofal of employees from 1924 4o
1928. Over a shor{ period of six years, it may be said, therefore, that
there was some replacement of Negroes by Mexicans. But on a much
Iarger scale over a ten-year period or longer, Mexicans and Negroes
had both been replacing **whi '

MEXICAN POPULATION

The Mexicans of Chicago and the Calumet region have come prin-
eipally from the mesu ceniral of Mexico, the region north and north-
west from Mexico City. They have “‘leap-frogged’’ from the interior
of Mexieo to the northern interior of the United States, literally pass-
ing through and beyond their compairiots of the Mexican northern
border states who have made the shorter migration to the adjacent

11 0n 2 base broader thaa table 7 by two Jarge steel plants, the differemtial

botween Mexicans and Negroes is less. See table 13 which shows that in 1928,
14.9 per cent of all employees were Negroes and 12.1 per cemt ware Mexicans,
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southwestern United States. Table 8 shows by states, the origins of
& represantative sample of over 3,000 Mexicans in the Chicago-Gary

- TABLE 8

SrarE oF Orianvy 1N Mzxico or 3,132 Mexican IMuwraNTs v CHICAGO0
~ AND THE CALUMET Bm:ow'
Ststs of origin Number Per eent

Jalisco 647 20.7
Michoaelin .cccnerecerecnens 578 185
Guanejeato .. e 545 174

Zacatesas ... ... 254 81

Disirito Federal ... 187 6.0
Coabuils - 140 4.5
Han Lais Potosi...ccceecieen e : 134 4.3
Nuevo Lefn e 133 * 4.2
Chihasahsi . e 112 3.8
Durangt .....coccoee. - 111 2.6
Agusscalientes ......crninn 81 2.8
BOBOTE oeeceeneeercerceenanvesrereee e 50 1.8
Tamenlipad e 38 iz
Hidalgo i3 5
México i2 4
Guerrere 11 3
LA25 < T T S, i1 3
Querdtard ....oeoieemnrien - 1 3
Vera Cror .o 10 3
Yucatfin 1 3
Morecloa 8 3
Puehbla g 3
Nayarit 8 2
Colimsa 5 B
Sinalos ‘4 a
Baja Calfornis ....ccrmoremineinnn 2 d
Chiapas 2 1
Tiaxealn 1l ]

Total - 3,132 100.0

* Data in this table are & composite of tabulations from records of individuals
ohtainad from the following scurces: 1,849 clients of the Immigrants’ Protective
League registered from 1912 to February 1, 1930; 188 Mexicans registorod at the
sonsuiste from January 3, 1927 to May 12, 1928; 460 employees of Wisconsin
Bteol Works, May 18, 1928; 655 employees of South Works, Iilinois Steel Com-
pany, June 1928. Extensive inquiries and imspection of the dats themsalves indi-
cate that the sample is fairly represeatative.

% Less than one-tenth per cent. :

area. Grouping the states of origin, it appears that 73.7 per cent of
these Mexieans came from the centrel platean, 21.7 per cent from
the northeastern states, and but 2 per cent from the west coastt

12 For g ststistical eomparison of origing in Mexico of the Mexicans of the
Winter Garden Distrist, South Texas, Imperial Valley, Oalifornia, and Chieagn
&nd the Celumet regionm, see ‘‘Note on sireams of Mexican migrstion’’ by the
present writer, Am. Jour. of Soclelogy, XXXV1:287-288 (September, 1930).
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This outpouring of the interior population began during the clos-
ing decade or two of the last century when Mexican railways first
afforded easy opportunity and inducement for movement. The labor
demands of the railways of both eountries, angmented by some other’
industries, notably mining in northern Mexico and sugar beets in
the United States, soon Seaitered Mexican laborers afar. The stream
which built np the Mexican colonies of Chicage and the Calumet
region in 1923 flowed largely along channels that had been established
at least two or three decades earlier, and from the original sources
of emigration.!® .

The enormous variations in routes by which Mexicans have reached
Chicago appear later in table 14 (p. 71), which shows that a few
have come by way of states as widely scattered as Californiz, Mon-
tana, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia: For the most part, however,
they have come into the United States at Laredo or El Paso, and have
been transported from the Southwest into the North by railroads,
steel or sugar beet indusirieg, or have made their own way northward,
either directly, or intermittently from job to job and from place to
place.

Probably most of the Mexicans of the region in 1928 had entered
the United States within the previous five or six years, and the
eolonies were being augmented continually by new arrivals from
Mexieo as well as from other parts of the United States. This appears
clearly from table $ which shows that of & sample of 2,016 employees
in four large industrial plants, praetically 70 per cent had entered
the United States in 1923 or subsequenily, and 11 per cent approxi-
mately within the year preceding the compilation of the table. While
compsratively reeent arrivals predominated, practically 9 per cent
of these employees had entered the ecountry before 1917, and one of
them as early as 1898. The sample sbown in the table is probably
fairly representative.

One of the most evident characteristics of the Mexican gronp is-
its youth. The data presented in table 10, whieh are probably typiecal,
~ indicate that in 1928 slightly over 60 per cent were in their twenties,
and 90 per cent were under 40 years of are. Further data on over
800 Mexican employees of a steel plant, although not exaectly eom-
parable, are nevertheless corroboratory. Of these, 61.5 per eent were
aged 21 to 30 inclusive, 29.6 per cent aged 31 to 40 inclusive, and 8.5
per cent over forty.

13 For a good saceount of carly field observations of thia migration mee
Victor 8. Clark, op. cit.



18323 Menicon Labor vn ihe Uniied Stales 51

Males predominate heavily over females. Such data as are avail-
able are presented in table 11, which indicates that the single Mexi-
cans ouinumbered those who were married, but the wives of one-third
of the latter were not in the United States. Probably, because of the

TABLE &

YEAR OF AREivaY. 1IN A8 UNrTED STATES oF 2,016 Merxicans Eurrover v Forz
LazoE INDUSTRIAL PLANTS OF CEICAGO AND THE CArvuer Rasion, 1928°

Yeur Nomber FPer cent
1927-8 224 1
1926 205 14.6
1925 149 74
1524 234 iis
1923 496 246
1928 130 ' 6.4
1921 66 3.3
1920 81 4.5
1519 - 68 33
1518 50 25
1817 36 18
Before 1817 e 179 B85
Total 2,016 1600

* Data from Chicsge plants of Armour & Company and Swift & Company;
MeCormick Works; South Works, Tlinois Steel Company.

t Datz by yearn available from ome plant only, commencing with 1916 and
Tunning eonsecutively backward to 1808, are: 26,17, 7,8, 9, 8, 7,0, 2, 8, 5, 9,
41,010, 1

TABLE 1¢

AeE ¥ 1928 or 2,281 MEXICANE EMPLOYED IV Five Lassx INpustriar Prawres
or CHIcAG0G AND THE Carvmmr Brclox*

Age groups Number Per sant
Under 20 i { 1
20-29 1,401 614
365-39 €59 289
B and overd e 226 8.7
Total 2,282 166.0

*® Data from Chicsgo plants of Armour & Company and Swift & Compasny;
Bafficgton piant of Universal Atlas Cement Company; MeCormick Works;
Sonth Works, Illincie Bteel Company.

% Lexa than enec-teath per cent. .

t Five of these, end perhaps others eomecaled by incomplete reporting, were
between 50 and 59 years of age.
inability of employment departments {0 keep records of marital con-
dition ap fo date, the proportion of married persons, and those whose
wives were in the United States, is slightly understated by the table,
since it is known that both had been increasing markedly, and it is
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not certain that the records of these were complete. On the other
hand, among raiiroad workers the proportion of single Mexicans, and
married men with wives rémaining in Mexico, was probably higher
than in the indusirial plants from which the data for table 11 were
obtained.

The Mexican population of the region, then, was overwhelmingly
composed of young laborers from the eentral platean of Mexico, with
& low, but increasing proportion of women among them. Most of
them come from those ¢lements of the Mexican population in whieh
the strain of Indian blood predominates. The period of their resi-

TABLE 11

Mantrar, BTaTos oF 3,000 Mexicaw Euprovees or ErET Lirce INDUSTRLAL
v PranTs or CHicaso aNp THE CALvMEr Becion, 1928%

Number Par cent
Married . 1,825 46.8
8ingle 2,075 53.2
Total 3,900 1009

* Data obtained from Chicago plants of Armowr & Company and Bwift &
Company; Buffington plant, Universal Atlas Cement Company; Gary and Bouth
Works, Illinois Steel Company; Gary Works, National Tube Company; MeCor-
miek Works, and Wisconain Steel Works, International Harvester Company.
The 3,900 employees for whom data were available are 7.4 per cent less than
the total of Mexicans employed in these plants. Figures available for 893 or
48.9 per cent of the above employees who werg married, from thres plants,
show that the wives of 558, or 62.5 per cent, were in the United Btates. BSince
these data are recorded upon individual employment cards, marriages or immi-
gration of wives to the United States subsequent to the original entry on the
eard msay mot appear, unless perhaps the employes has sgain passed through
the employment office routine. For this reason and beeaunse of the observed
trend, the mumber ¢f married Mexicans and those whose wives are in the
United States, is understated by the fipures in this table.

dence in this couniry has generally been brief, and their mobility is
great. A priest reports that in 1926 he made a census of his Mexican
parishioners in the vicinity of Hull House and that when he returned
to call on them six months later, most of them had moved away with-
out leaving sn address. Other Mexicans, however, had taken their
places in the neighborhood. Further observetions on the mobility of
the Mexicans appear in the later section on Movements of Mexican
Liaborers.

The total number of ‘‘Mexicans’’ in Chicage acecording to the
eensus of 1930 was 19,362; there were in addition, 567 foreign-born
‘‘non-Mexican®’ whites who were born in Mexico.*¢ In Lake County,

1¢In 1830 the consus established the race classifieation **Mexican,”’ defined
&8s *‘all persons born in Mexice or haring parents born in Moxico, wha are not

dofinitely white, Negre, Chinese, or Japansse.”” Iz the 1920 cepsus practically
all persons of this classification were counted as *‘whites.”?
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" Indiana, the corresponding figures were 9,007 and 132, respectively,
making a fotal of 28,369 Mexieans and 1,099 foreign-born “‘non-
Mexican’® whites who were born in Mexieo, or 2 ecombined total of
29.468. The latter figure is for practical purposes comparable with
the total of 1,905 persons of foreign white stock whose country of
origin was Mexico, who were in the same area in 1920.

In 1930 *“Mexicans’’ constituied .57 per eent of the enfire popula-
tion of Chicago, 34 per eent of the population of Lake County,
Indiana, 9.8 per eent of the population of East Chicago (and prob-
ably more than 3 times this percentage of the population of Indiana
Herbor), and 3.5 per cent of the population of Gary. Ineluding with
*‘Mexicans,”” the whites born in Mexico, the percentages were .6, 3.5,
9.8, and 3.6 per cent, respectively, of the total population.

There were at least six distinet major colonies of Mexicans in 1928
in the area covered by this study, and a few smaller clusters as well,
In addition, there was a considerable dispersion in small groups of
two's and three’s. No adequate statistical data for charting the Mexi- -
ean population of Chicago and the Calumet region were available
when this study was written, but an effort to present its distribution
is nevertheless made in the accompanying maps following page 57.
The method employed was a ecombinaiion of observation, inquiry of
many Mexicans and Americans acquainted with their residences, such
a5 employment men and social service workers, and use of numbers
of Mexicans enrolled in elcmentary schools during the spring of 1928.
Where Mexican population was present three gradations of density
are indicated : least, medium, and greatest density. 1t was not feasible
to set up a statistical measure of densities while conducting these
researches. In none of the areas indicated as densest, is it likely that
Mexicans were in the majority in any square block, althongh undoubt-
edly they were often a plurality. The standard of least density
inecludes a8 few as two or three families per square block. Reliance upon
school enroliment figures for construction of a dot-distribution map
‘was impossible, for the proportion of families and single men varied
greatly in the different eolonies. The method employed is of course
subject to all the irregularities of imperfect observation and knowl-
edge, and nen-uniform standards for measuring densities held by
informants in different portions of the area. Nevertheless, it is
believed that these maps do present a substantially accurate, if rough,
picture of the colonization of Chieago and the Calumet region by
Mexicans in 1928. In tsble 12 are presented the numbers of Mexicsn
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TABLE 12

[Vor.7

Nuusze or Mexioaw Cumaerzy Eszorrys 1w ErxMEnNTiny Bomoors o (Hicaso
A¥p raz CarvurEr BeeioN Dunnve THE Brerne SzumsTes, 1028;

12th and Newboerry Sts.
840 B, Desplaines 8t.

720 O'Brien 5t

816 W, Taylor 8t

758 W. Enarrison St.

1426 Newberry 8t.

820 8. Shelto St

1701 String Ave,

Forquer and Degplaines Sta,
1070 W. Jackson Blvd.

1111 B. Throop 8t

.1522 Elburn Ave.

2301 W. 21st Place
1247 W, 13th 8¢,
1050 W. 13th 8t
1800 W, 234 8¢t
1310 8. Ashland Ave
1500 Figurnoy St
2021 W. 21st St.
1624 W, 10th Si
1256 S, Homan Ave.

231 W. 23d Plscs
533 W. 27th 8%

2641 Calumet Ave.
£701 8, Shields Sk,

313 W. 43d B&
4436 Union Ave,

. ScECOLS GROUPED AUCORDING T0 Locarion®
1. Hull Houss golony {map 1):
8t. Francis : 142
Dante 105
Fonter a7
Goodrich 88
Dore 87
Garfield - 76
Jackson 62
Bwing e 28
Guardisn Angel 14
Bkinner 14
Total 718
Per eent ..o e 276
2. Soattering west of Hull House colony (mep 1):
Riis ... 25
Jefferson 20
Pickard 5
Rogera ....ocovecceeceerreeereenene 8
Smyth - ]
Whittier 3
Clarke 4
MELAYEE .oooeosrvsemrrnereemanmesesasnneee 4
Froebel 2
Cooper 1
Lawsor {not on MAP}..eee 1
Total 87
Por gebt ceen 34
8, Archer Avenue dtockyards colony, east {map 1}:
Haines 0.
Mark Sheridan {B. of map 1) 41
Drake (8. of map 1)omiivc 7
Ward (8, of map 1)ooceeee 7
TOLST eeeecnemnecmssssmmsrassianinsen 125
Per cent ....cocmeemeerierennne - 4.8
4, Forty-third Street stockysrds colony, esst (map 2):
Hendrieks - 47
Graham 10
Total 5T
Por 0enb .....ccreorereoeceecrissinsnnes 2.2
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TABLE 12— {Continued)
5. Stockyards colony, west {map £):

Beward 124 4600 S. Hermitage St
Hamline 43 4747 Bishop Bt.
Total 167
Por cent o e 8.5
6. Brighton Park colony, Kedzie and Pershing Road (map 2);:
Davis ... - 86 3014 W, 389th Place
TOtal oo 86 :
Por eent oo 33
7. Soutk Chicago colony (map 3):
TROTPE wverrerercerensceeremsnmeenerrone 288 8914 Buffalo Ave,
Sullivan 56 834 St. and Coles Ave.
Marsh 35 8810 8. Exchange B
Phil Sheridan . .oveeeecines 19 8035 Eseanaba Ave.
Phil Sheridan, Branch .......... " 24 8358 Houston 5%
Tavior 4 6812 Avenuve **H.??
Watron " 8 8210 Chappel Ave
8t Kevin’s .. i 6 105th St. and Torrence Ave.
Total 450
Pereemt . .. 174
8. Irondsle colony, South Chicago {msp 3): )
Bright e 74 10740 S, Calhicun Ave,
Total 74
Pereent ool 29
9. Beattering, Chicagost ’
Mitchell g9 2233 W, Ohio St.
Ogden B 8 W, Chostaut St
Lauther Haven {msep 1) ....eo.r 7 1472 Wabash Ave,
Apsssiz 8 2851 N. Seminary Ave.
Knickerboeker ... oueereneniens 3 2301 N. Clifton Ave.
Arnold g 718 Centor St.
Spalding {map I)o..mnnn 3 1628 Maypole Ave
Total 41
Per conb e 18
10. Indiena Harbor eclony (map 4):
Lincoln 166 136th and Ebhp Bta,
Field 156 . Block and Waghington Aves,
Riley 113 138th and Elm Sts,
Garfield ; 25 148th and Melville Sts,
Washington .o 29 i1ist and Hemlock Sts.

HErrisont ...ceccnreraoeremrencenrees 5 144th and Magoun Sta.

Total o..cccrcrrvneeee 2B
Per eent .o 1588
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TABLE 13— (Concluded)
11. Gary solany {map 5)

Froebel .. FUTSURNUIRUSIOIVR - 15th and Madison Ets,
Pulaski ... 29 19th and Georgia Sta.
Bocaeveld ..o ceccenreneen 19 26th and Jackson Sis.
Franklin ] 85th and Georgia Bts.
Wallage ... e 8 45th and Madison Sis.

Glen Park ] 39th 5t and EBroadway
JoFermon. oo 2 7th and Jefforson Sts.

Clarke ... 1 Clorke Rd. & Industrial Highway
Horaece Mann ..o i 7ih and Garfield Ste.

Ty R -
o T L 115
Grand total, sll sehools..... 2,584
Percent .. 1008

* Chieago data by ecourtesy of Immigranis’ Protective Loague, and of Anita
E. Jones, in whose unpublished thesis, *‘Conditions swrrounding Maxicans in
Chicago®’ (University of Chicago, 1828), most of these fignres appear. Figures
for Therpe and Phil Sheridan schools in South Chicago wers taken from Nelson,
op. oif., 18, as shortly prior to our visits to those schools A number of chiidren had
left for the beet Balds. Reports wers roguested of and received from all schools in
which diligent inguiry suggested there might be any Mexican childrer enrolled.
The figures farnished usually represent the number of Mexican children enrolled in
the scheol on the day during the spring of 1928 when the asuthorities complied with
the request. ‘The following schocls reported mo Mexicans enrciled: Chicago—
Anderson, Burns, Cameron, Carpenter, Fulton, Qary, Goethe, Hedges, Jones, Jung-
‘man, Komensky, Libby, Lowell, Marshall, Mulligan, Ra.ymond, Schley, Stoevr,
Washburn, Wells; Esst tha.go—MeKsnley Gary—Emerson, Roosevelt. dxans
Harbor figures were obtained from individusl schools. Gary figures represent th
Msrican children, ages 5-15 inclusive, shown by the yearly enumemtxon for 1927—
28. The number of Mexieans aged 4-20 inelusive was 378.

{ Not shown OD 8CCORPABRYILZ maps.

elementary school children, grouped according to the eolomies from

which they are drawn. These data are shown in red figures upen
,the maps,

. The colony on the near west side which centers about the triangle
formed by South Halstead Street, Blue Island Avenue, and Roosevelt
Road (map 1), has been designated here as the Hull House colony.
This' description is justified not only by the fact that Hull House is
situaté{} within the area and that its renown has made it 8 landmark
to persons everywhere, but also because it is a center of much of the
organized social life of the Mexicans grouped sbout it, and even of
those who live in other parts of the eity. This colony is the akiest in
the region and in 1920 the eensus showed it fo be the largest in
Chicago. The appearance of a Mexican family shortly after the 1904
‘World’s Fair has been noted befea'Undoubtediy there were others
who eame from time to time during the years which followed, but



-

N - '

s JCCJC ) CwACIC ) Ll

ngjFT"{:} rar;qg#flj
— — (-] CC ]

:l[[-_ 2—__-}[ I 1[;;_‘[‘}:][:1[3[] - !g UNION,

:Il_‘?‘_][—l[_ﬂgld;ll:llj[]l:{’_’?mamm

>

X
"‘L_'Lt1

W

I~
e
=

TM Z

1 Harbor

5 ] A H i
Y e -1 RS
/ 5 / I
- 2 5 =
g >, i - =1
3 i : 2 " 1 / ’p - ; i >
= ® i & o § P - &
- - 3
-

» ‘ J
M1 AL
st Lol

%;a?,¢m@y@aaig§§2%mvté%9a”

1 i

Z3

iy x

=

1
—

e 4 1= VAPV B \E wijj|

,.-_‘j "r 1
; %f,« 3
- " I . ~
- - J :
il 4
o

[ ‘

]
g@;;f’ .1_l711g[r7r7] :
- SS: 1 JFI_}[—]
Ecea=

Pl < e TP e— o

I | I | —  —
CC
]
-
]
M.
e . _
[ d ’ 4 i
| —

L

J
1l

10

UL

S
l

o
O

1101
|
=

L} mymmnpoce

ard

) ‘ i 2

4
ooooc IL

1]
I
& o=
=

| il
C_ I 1]

o

200000

HiE==EyN
M. 1,

Ex/CAN COLON/ES o
of Chicago and the (Blumet Legion, /1928.

2. STOCK YARDS COLONY i

Mexican population: =ik

B8 Grestest density. UAMedium density = LUl |
ﬁﬂfécasta@nsﬁyc 2 i '

® Gremmar Ochool/s, sﬁow/;/}g number of

Mexicarn chriidrern enrolled. j LI 1

J
]

i
-D

L J_JL 1

| i1
C 1
=
I
[

|

1
BL/GJIZJDDDD.

g —————
| i —y .

JL
I[
I

®)
HIGA

) i ||
&

HOR

/1
| —

I

I J

oy |

[
.

A

-

10000

A

e

!

= 5

- g T —a— g

s
D Lme? .

UoDoeocodoldNSs.

0
10000000
"t:mci’g' 0]

—
—
—

=

B 0 R i 1 3t
/ )

A o —

i | i ) S ) 11

L
_]
]
)
]

-
=
0y

{ [ | )| Emas

=

-
—_
o

4 .
H
.// ]
5; :
VAT ]
e \
T o :
/a3 RARHFEARAINT), 7)) TR, 18] Festands |
L
0 i

N s \

e
L

ooy
i o | -y T

o Y o | o oo

S| s o Y s

0

|
f
#
|

|

|

E

ol Uf
@g o

10l==E5 555005
IA000000TE

E DD PARK _[
10002531000

I T 1 ] ( [ —
e | (o Y e ) -

11==0000000
fn 1000000000

[
I

 a—— |

v | — ]

5000 || _ D'
gzis gooo
FEEES [”]U Dngﬂ o0 \\\
000000D00ocoooDn
J0oo000000000DOoDoo
DOOO0OO0Oaoo

]E"—J:.

e el
-
-

L 1 N .

I ] 1 ] L]

®
LowsSTANA

A
|

,,__.

=Yyl
ENNSY "
DELAWAR E

 m— ] | i Dt |

gﬁg_'
i |

—

MExXiCAN COLONIES
Y of Chicago and the Calumet Region, [QZS.

1 5. GARY, INDIANA

U Mexican popu/ation:

] Greatest dernsitylZAMedium density.

Il T/ east density.

& (0 Grammar Schools, showring number of
Mexricar childrern enrol/ed.

I { Weae

e

11 |
) 1 J

100A000C]] ot
100171000 00@I0L

A

L d [l =

J 1
W -

i
3

| i— Y ¥

g [ 3 ] L |

&
i

 — e —

=10 1 C_11 1=
[\ J— "]
X
5

e
k7
E

= C}

‘“HDDDUDDUD]D
= “DDDDDDDDD]U

1% B'g‘mlu_n B _ﬁ
o e Ceg s o5~ ~EHE00]

U
pOononpoonnnoan

L
L 11 | & N J

=1=
-

L 11 ] L ]\

-

/Ex/aAfCef. ov/iEs . |
C/ ‘ o2 % |

Calumet Lake T G I s
vk 1 Y 4“ n y i 0 A0

= | \
| b

WL[NO[S

gTEEL CO;
-

ouT ORKS)

- -
i, I |

o o

I

T

"Ql |

|7

[

N-%g

o o
——=
:I_.JL_]l__ll 1

MexrcAry COLON/IES |
of (Hicago and the Calumet Legior
/928

- 3.SOUTH CHICAGO AND
- IRONDALE COLONIES.

Mexicar population:

ey Greatest density.
7 Medium density.

=1 Least density.

Gremmear Schools, showing
- pumber of Mexicarn childrer

enro//ed. Wdier-dsl]

Jl

ool b

T
s\
- T

s
“

xeNNEDY _Ave— I

! ‘{ﬁ[] of (Hricago and the (Glumet Kegrior

Mexrcan COLON/ES

L 5%

IL

Nl ko

= 4.EAST CHICAGO, INDIANA

(INDIANA HARBOR.)

Mexrcarn populatror:
e Greotest o/eﬂsl'f:)/.
A Medium dernsity:
1/ eoast censity.
@ Grommaer Schools, sHowrg
number of Mexrcarn chil/drer?

ernrolfed. e

{
i
{



MEXICAN COLONIES OF CHICAGO
AND THE CALUMET REGION
1928

Mars 1-5 anD INDEX Mar



|
W MIAY
. levansTON
¥ %’5 ,
a! 7 '
Sl INDEX- MAP
X = )
Es\ s
N 1
NSy Aexrcany COLONIES
XN o Chricago and'the Caturnet Reghor
-“\\ \ Ny
s \\ \\ \ /926.
fq_p;;: v HICAGO |
f HULL HOUSE COLONY
CICE
= STQCK YARDS COLONY
NN
1/ o
%l \ | U
/ iyl l?
vaAR® - SOUTH CHICAGO AND
oI & | ?J‘ ' IRONDALE COLONIES
=T
- [ /L » .
L A S REAST CHICAGO
T p 2 e (INDIAN A HARBOR)
=27\ ) 33—
] /| N !!ﬁ
: N v U4 _].E GARY"
AR N N NI Y s
il | O N e s A
AL ¥ N~ =§
{ C"“Fj I .‘.‘-—-‘ - ;\\\\
/ - : r—--‘ =
S H T J
4 3 h £ — 1 /]
TR I 1
R foerr
/ ; f [ <
L/ 719 [J \ 7 -




1s32] Mexican Labor in the United Sigtes 57

the eolony of laborers did not receive an important impetns until

“late in 1916. This eame from Mexicans brought to Chicago for rail-
road labor on the Sants Fe. The aceount of one of these Mexicans,
eorroborated in its main outlines by a social worker, tells the prosess
by which the eolony was built up:

We eame here on November 23, 1916; we were 17 solos in box cars. But the
box cars had bedbugs and were eold, so I got an apartment. I met & Mexitan
family numed E-— at 816 8. Clinton. They were aerobats in a cireua and had
Lived in Chicago many years. In 1817 I sent money to my mother sad sister
for tiekets to coms to Chicago. I bought the furniture of a Mexican married to
an American who was getting a divorce, and we hired a ¢ook angd started a board-
ing house for Mexican inhorers at 415 8. Halstead. The E—=s slse had boarders
who were mostly actors. When laborers went to them for board, they sent them
to us. All of the boarders worked in the stoekyards [my informsat continued for
two yesrs to werk at a roundhouse].

Scme of my young boarders went south after they made some money, got their
families, and refurned fo Chieago. They rented pluces they found empty near us,
and started bearding houses, Some of their boarders did the same, and that is
the way the Mexican colony wus built here

The vicinity of Hull House has for decades been an important
immigrant-reeeiving area. It is a poor neighborhood, with low reats,
& variety of miscellaneons industries seattered about offering employ-
ment 0 both men and women, and transportation readily available
to the stockyards and other large industries. Indeed, in 1928 & small
number of Mexicans employed as far away as the steel plants of South
Chicago were commuting daily from the Hull House colony. The
same reasons which have led other immigrant nationalities to take up
their residence in this quarter—and, indeed, in other localities as
well—have led the Mexicans in turn o do likewise.

In 1928 there were reported from this colony 713 Mexican school
children, or 27.6 per cent of those reported in the entire Chicago-Gary
region. This is clear evidence that the principal group of families
was Jocated in this quarter; it is not an aceurate gauge of the relative
sizes of the various Mexican colgnies, since in some, notably the colony
west of the stockyards, the proportion of solos was very much lugher
The Mexicans resident in the Hull House colony work principally at
the stockyards, for the railroads, at metal works, such as MeCormick
Works, and in & wide variety of industries which will be detailed later
in the section on the Labor Market. In winter the colony is augmented
by many who are seasonally unemployed, notably sugar beet workers
who await the opening of the next season in Chicago instead of
returning to the Southwest or to Mexico,
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‘West of the Hull House colony is a scattering of Mexicans which
even in 1920 extended to Ashland Avenue and beyond. Among them
were laborers who formerly lived mear Hull House but as circum-
stances permitted moved ont {o better quarters, and some lower middle
class Mexicans. The eighty-seven children reported from schools in
this vicinity eomp%ised but 3.4 per cent of the fotal in the Chicago-
Gary area. The dispersion of the group is indicated by the fact that
eighty-seven ehildren is the combined total reported from 11 schools.

Three colonies are grouped around the stockyards, two east and
one west. The Archer Avenne and 434 Street colonies {maps 1 and 2,
respectively} fogether reported 7 per cent of the Mexiean school
children of the entire area, and the colony west of the yards reported
6.5 per cent. The western colony (map 2), from Gross Avenue north-
west, however, was probably larger than the other two eombined;
this is not indieated by numbers of school children because of the
higher proportion of scles west of the yards. The origins of these
colonies undoubtedly coincide with the employment of numbers of
Mexicans in the packing houses (see table 3), although of course
many Mexicans who work there have always come from other neigh-
borhoods, and some who live close to the stockyards work in indus-
tries other than meat-packing. According to the 1920 census the
stockyards eolonies of Mexicans were next in size to those in the
vicinity of Hull House.

West of Kedzie between 37th Street and Pershing Road, is the
Brighton Park Mexican colony, which follows in historical succession
earlier immigration of Jews in the nineties, and later of Poles. The
Mexican residents are employed almost entirely at the Crane Com-
peny or the Santa Fe, both of whick adjoin the colony. Railroad
employment was the early faetor in building vp this colony, which
by the 1920 census numbered seventy persons of Mexican birth. Since
1920 much larger numbers of Mexicans have been employed by the
Crane Compeny. This plant began to gmploy Mexicans in 1920, getting
them from South Chicago. It is estimated that the company employed
shout 100 m 1923, 75 in 1924, 355 according to a nationality report
in 1926, and 250 according to an estimate in 1928, The Santa Fe
employed about 150 Mexicans in this vicinity in 1923 and 60 in 1924.
The Davis school nearby, which the Mexican children of the colony
attend, reported 63 Mexican children in 1923, 57 in 1924, and 86 in
1928. The latter figure was 3.3 per cent of the total number of Mexican
children of the Chicago-Gary region.
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In South Chicago there are two Mexican colonies, the older and
Iarger adjoining South Works of Iliinois Steel Company, the younger
and smaller Irondale colony adjoining Wisconsin Steel Works of ihe
Internsational Harvester Company (see map 3). Reference to table 3
establishes the origins of these colonies with approximate aceuracy
as 1916 and 1922, respectively. According to the census of 1920 the
eolony adjoining South Works numbered 57 white persons born in
Mexieo, and at that time the Irondale colony was non-existent. Both
colonies reeeived their greatest impetus in 1922 and 1923 from a
shipment of & few thousand Mexicans coming from Kansas City and
points in the Southwest. Between 1924 and 1928 the number of Mexi-
can children at Thorpe school increased from 124, or 11 per cent of the
total enrollment, to 298, or 27 per eent of the iotal. Of these 298
Mexican children, 166 were horn in Mexico, 67 in Texas, and 65 in
other states'® In 1928 eight elementary schools in the area of the
South Chicago colony reported 450 school children, or 17.4 per cent
of the total in the Chicago-Gary region. In the Irondale colony one
school reported 74, or 29 per cent of the total number of Mexiean
school children,

In Indiana Harbor the heaviest concentration of Mexiean popula-
tion is along Block and Pennsylvania Aveoues, between the Pennsyl-
vania and Baliimore & Ohio tracks {(see map 4). The colony first
settled here during the war, althongh its numbers in 1918 were
_reported to be but twenty or thirty. However, it was the first indus-
trial eolony of the region o be built up by heavy importations from
the Southwest, which began the following year. Sinece its establish-
ment the colony has expanded and moved westward asross the tracks
as shown. on the map. The schools in this area reported 485, or 18.8
per cent of the total enrollment reported in the Chicago-Gary region.
This is undeubtedly one of the largest concentrations of Mexieans in
the region, and its significance is enhanced by the faet that it is
situated in & fairly small community.

The Gary Mexican colony (see map 5) is concentrated most
heavily between 9th and 15th Avenues, Broadway and Madison Street,
but spreads out south and west in the immediate vicinity. There are
also small dispersed clusters in three or four other localities; some
are railroad workers who live at the scene of their work, some
are persons who desire to live away from the main colony, or where
better quarters are obtainable, and others disperse for other reasons.

18 Nelson, Raymond E., The Mexicans in South Chicage (unpublished study
under direction of Dr. Arthur E. Holt, 1928), 16.
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TABLE 13

NamoraLity or EMPFLOYEES IN EIoET LareR PranTs oF Basre INDUSTRIES
m UHIciGo AND THE CarvmMrr BEagrow, 1028°

Native-bornt Namber Per cont
White .. 16,902 34,1
Colored .ooeviiiesvineenn. 7,378 110

. Indian 41 k|

Foreign-born
Albanian 37 .1
ATabiam et 15 1
Argantiniand oo 2  }
Armenisn . 55 .1
Austriant ..o 738 - is5-
Belgian - 14 g
Braziliexi 1 5
Chinese 3 |
Cuban 9 g
Czeeheslovakiant .............. - 1,478 30
Daznish .o 33 " |
Dateh .. 25 Jd
East Indign ..o B ki
Englisk 328 B
Englisk coloniesf ... 592 12
515351 L 8 b
Pinpish ... . i3 q
French 23 ¥
German 933 - 19
Gresk 627 i3
Eawaiian 1 ‘ ]|
Hondursaianf oo i 1
Irish - 681 14
Italian .. 493 16
RS T3 T.T.T O g b1
Lithnanian ... - 1335 27
Magyar 721 5
Meoxiean} 5,999 iz
NOTWEFIRR oorereriensrmrissensreenssenen 77 2
Peraian - b k
Peruvind ceererccrcneeen i %
Polish 5,526 111
Porto Rieant & )
Portuguese 8 1
Rumanian 644 11
Bassiant .. 927 19
Seotcht 436 8
South Slavist i 8,808 47

Bpanish 424 9
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TABLE 13—({Conoluded)

Number Par gent

Swedish 673 13
Swisst 28 1
ByTiaR e i8 b |
Tarkish 21 1
Uraguaysnl . 1 q
Welsh .. 45 A
Migepllansost ..ovcsnsicerarn 70 1

Total 49,636 100.0

* Dats combined from mationality reports for the year, or for some date
within the year 1928, of Armour & Company, Chieago plant; Illineis 8tesl Com-
pany, Gary and South Works; Inland Steel Company, Indiana Harbor Works;
Nsational Tube Company, Gary Works; Bwift & Company, Chieago plart; Uni-
versal Atlas Cement Company, Buffington plant; and Wisconsin Steel Company.

tIn data from plant uationality reporis ‘*U. B. white’’ and °‘American
white?? have been elassed as ‘‘native-born white??; ‘‘mative-borz eolored?’
kave been similarly derived. ¢‘Czechoslovakian’! inelndes 219 specified as
Bohemisn and 1,188 specified as SBlovaks. “‘Engliah eolonies?’ includea 375
gpecified 88 Canadisn and 204 unspecified but probably largely Cansdian, 2
from Newfoundiand, 1 from New Zenland, snd 10 from West Indies. *‘ Russiang??
inelnde 27 specified as Galicians and & as Hebrewa. ‘*South Slavic!’ includes 2
spocified as Albanians, 3 as Bosnians, 108 ss Bulgarians, 1,209 as Croatians, 12 as
Dalmatisns, & as Herzogoviniane, £ za Jugo-Slavs, 222 ss Macedonians, 19 as
Montenegrins, 688 ns Serbians, and 66 as Slovenes. “Hmcalla.nenna” includes 1
from British Asia Minor, 7 Hebrows, 3 from Seuth Afries, 2 from South Ameriea,
and 58 unspecified,

} Nationality noi specified.
1 Less thar .05 per cent,

The entire Gary colony reported 299 Mexican school children in 1928,
or 11.5 per cent of the total for the Chieago-Gary area. The origin
and principal maintenanes of the Gary ecolony arise out of the employ-
ment of Mexicans in the steel mills (see table 8). While some Mexi-
eans have been employed there for 8 good many years, the greatest
impetus came during the years sinee the depression of 1921, The
census reported 3,426 Mexicans and 85 whites born in Mexico, resident
in Gary in 1330, or 12.3 per cent of the Mexieans in the region. In
1930, of the 9,007 Mexicans and 132 whites born in Mexieo, residing
in Lake County, Indiana, 5,343 and 21, respectively, were in East
Chicago, the overwhelming majority undoubtedly in the section
known as Indiana Harbor. The Mexicans constitnted 18.3 per cent
of those in the entire Chicago-Calumet area.
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I

THE LABOR MARKET

In the rural Southwest, Mexican labor has been the dominant
element in the supply practically ever since intensive agriculture de-
veloped. Indeed, in smaller numbers the Mexican preceded agriculture,
serving originally as vaguers and pastfor for duefios of his own nation-
ality or as independent owner of his own flocks or herds. In Chicago
and the Calumet region, however, he is a late comer; industries had
already reached a high stage of development, and had been aceustomed
1o receiving successive waves of immigrant laborers from Europe and,
more recently, Negroes from the South. The wide variety of nationali-
ties employed in the industries which Mexicans have penetrated is
best shown in table 13, which represents a sample of approximately
50,000 empioyees of eight large plants employing Mexicans. In this
established labor market the Mexicans are the most recent arrivals,
starting at the botfom, serving as a highly mobile and fluctuating
labor reserve, but year by year from 1923 to 1929, building up more
stable groups of colonists,

The main influx, as was pointed out earlier, from the beginning
has come by way of railroad employment, with important stimulation
from the steel industry in the early post-war years, and again in
1922-23. From the first appearance of numbers of Mexican laborers in
the region, however, some of them bave spread out into other employ-
ments, notably into meat-packing, but also, in varying degrees, to
& miscellaneons group of industries. It appears, then, from analysiz
of both historical and contemporary situations, that there are really
four main divisions of the Mexican labor market in Chicago and
the Calumet region, viz., the ralircad, steel, meat-packing, and
“miscellaneous’’ labor markets,

Ramroap Lasor
Chieago is the principal middle western market for track Isborers.
From the employment distriet near the Northwestern Station'®
“‘hoboes,”’ or “‘gandydancers,”™ and Mexieans are shipped out in
extra gangs and to sections not only in the immediate vicinity, but
16 The employment cffices in this district are loeated prineipally slong Madison
Btreet for a few blocks west of Canal Street, and along Canal Strees, snd the
paraliel aireets west of it, in the first bloek south of Madison. This distriet iz

variously referred to here as the Canal Street, or Msadison Sireet, or centiral
employment distriet. A secondary and muech less important cluster of employment
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to distant points lying west, north, east, and very infrequently, south.
The flow of Mexican track labor is mainly from southwestern cities -
northward, with strong seasonal ficod and ebb tides. The Chicago
market, however, has risen to great importance because of its heavy
seasonal shipments during spring, summer, and fall, and the annuasl
aceretions which make large numbers of this class of laborers available
locally &t any time. In order to build up the supply of Mexican
laborers in the region, railroads have transported families north as
well as single men. Some railroads give passes south to track employees
who have remained continuously in their employ & eertain number of
months, but there is so much turnover that many do not qualify for
passes. Also, many of the reilroads do not run south of Chicago; and
at least one railroad with southern lines has abandoned the practice.
Said one roadmaster:

We used to pass the Mexizans back south after the seeson’s work until abeut
1923. There were not many then snd we had to eater to them. Now there are
more and we don’t have to; 3o we don’t do'it any more.

In 1927 for the first time, some Mexicans were shipped from Chi-
cago into the Bouthwest for Iabor on the iracks, but shipment in that
direction has been generally discouraged, partly because it was desired
te build up the supply of Mexican labor available in the north, and
partly because a very large proportion of Mexicans shipped south
seek only tramsportation to the part of the eouniry where they wish
to spend the winter rather than to remain on the jobs which they
accept. A labor agent reported that ‘‘about 60 per cent of the
Mexicans shipped south leave the job after working & day or so.’’

The eentral employment district where common labor gathers is
the most fluid labor market in the Chicago-Gary region. It is fed by
Mexican laborers from a variety of places and industries, and sends
them ont to an almost equal variety. Railroads which tap the South-
west bring Mexicans to Chicago on their own lines; others securse
them, when not available in Chicago, from Kansas City, St. Louis,
Omaha, Minneapolis, and other places to which they have made their
own wey from farther south, or to which they have drifted upon the
expiration of a temporary track job. Turnover is high, and there is
a strong, ceaseless flow in and out from early spring to late fall. The

officen is located nearby on Sonth Halsteed Street for two or three blocks sounth
of Madison Street, :

1t It waa reported by some *‘old-timers’’ that the term *¢ ydancer’’ waa
derived from an old custom, probably from the *‘(id Country,’’ of building a fire
under & platform, the heat causing ganders stending upon it to dence first on cne
foot and them on the other. Bince hobo irack iaberers lean on their shovels,
standing first on one foot, then on the other, the sorrupted term has coms to be
applied to them. .
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Jjobs are often of short duration, and st their conclusion or before, the
laborers return to Chicago, soon to seek another job. The same laborer
may be sent out to jobs by the same agencies half & dozen times or
more during the one season. Employment may alternate between steel
mill or packing house and railroad. Most of the men are either single,
or have left their families behind. By the end of the railroad season
they have either found winter employment or the prospeet of it, and
remain in the North, or they return to the Southwest or Mexico, to
await there the revival of employment in the spring when again they
may appear on Canal Street. As one agent observed, ‘*Some Mexicans
have been coming back regularly for track work here for the past
ten years.’’ ’

The agencies which ship Mexicans for railroad work zre mainly of
two types. Some are the usual employment agents who ship Mexicany
for a fee. Often this is paid by the railroad, rather than by the men.
Other agencies are commissary companies which supply men as a
“‘side line.”” They are interested in keeping the gangs up to authorized
strength in order to maintain at a high level the receipts from saleg
or board. Some of these companies €0 not charge fees; others do so
at times when conditions in the labor-market enable them to do it.
Deductions of the eommissary companies for food en route to the job
sometimes very closely resemble fees, although they are not so termed.

In the summer of 1928 at least four of the agencies on Madison
Street catered especially to Mexican labor. Abouf the same number
catered {o heobo track labor. Mexican boarding and rooming houses
were located in the same building with three of the agencies catering
to Mexicans, and & fourth was across the street. On Canal Street were
seven agencies catering to Mexicans, and sbout fen others, some of
which at times engaged Mexican laborers. On side streets were a few
offices, some catering to Mexicans, but most of therm not. The following
description is taken from our field notes:

The agencies on Madison Street are located fairly close together, sometimes
adjoining each other. This stimulates keen rivalry betweea the different agemciea
te get the men, and at times the fees. In front of these agenciss there is always
stationod & man te sitract the prospective Iaborers’ sttention te the cards put up
on. display. The Mexicans are at all times of the day walking np and down,
looking over these cards. As they pass along in front of the ofice the runner
eslls fo them by some familiar name such as compasiero, amige, or Pepe, in fact
anything to arrest their attention and meke them stop. They then proceed to
fibuttonkole’ them, or take them by the arm end show them the placards.
“Where do yoa want to go¥ What kind of a job do you want! Do you want te
board with a compafita or by yourself! We can give you anything you wamk
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Here is one of our cards; always keep it. Go upstsire and sign up for 3 salidais
tonight. Yon will be working in the morming, and huve a nies plaee to aleep
tonight,”?

Until recently G- had a tw-haired rumner who was guite populsr with the
Mearicans. He spoke Spanish like an ‘‘old-timer’’ from the Ric Grande, and
therein Iay his popularity, in addition te the attrastivemess of bisnd hair to the
Moxicans. This engarohisia,’® when not standing in front of the office, would go
along the street recruiting labor. When & larpe order wss given on short notice
Ee would walk down the street and in & half-hour would be walking back with s
delegation nt his heels. I once counted eighteen men following him upstairs into
the office. He enjoyed the confidence of the men on the street more than sany
other until [while our researches were yet in progress] he sbused a trest snd was
sent to jail for larceny. Now G— has a young maxn from El Paac who is quits
& msuccess with the compodieros.

The B— agents are not so numerons or aggressive, One stands in front and
goets tham as they come along. Another is upetairs to sign them up as they
come in. The goarters are rather bere and not to be compared with thoss mext
deor which honse quite & staf of people. The N— agency bas numerous signs in
Spanish sdvertising for Mexicana, but I have not heard their people speak any-
thing but broken Spanish, A$ this place the Mericans neerly always stop, read
the signs, and pass on. They distrust an employment office where no Spanish
is spoken Dbecause, 88 one said, *“We do not know what we are getting imto.??
Another said, *‘I once signed up with an enganchists who spoke no Spaaish and
it cost me $8 for the job when I had slready paid him §1. He told me to sign
something, ang I did.?*

C—, &n Italism, has nomerous signs in Spanish which are not always correct
in either spelling or diction. He frequently puis up signs such as: ** Un travajader
soroa por ia siudad.”’ His Spanish speech is atrocicus, even worse than the signs.
To the Mexicans on the street, this represents a ‘*haif-haked*? effort to approseh
them. When they listen to him they amile and wink et each other,

Some erganchistar are not ostensibly working for employment agencies at all,
Such & one was 3 runner for s stage line, who said thst he also obtained Mexican=
for othor stage lines, or for employment agencies which paid him part of their fees.

On the same floors as the employment offiess, enterod through the smumne
entrances, are three Mexican resteursnts, The prices are reasonabls and the
portions of food served are genercus. For a quartor they have sa much to eat
a8 they want; it iz Mexican food and very weleome to them. It mmuses, and also
makes one wistfnl to sce them, wher they have leff one railroad job te go io
another, or to some other place, relishing their focos and fortillas and other things
which they have missed at the hoarding house of the railread. If is here that one
hears appreciation of the comidas nacionalestd and eriticism of the ecamp
gommisgary, the cook, the foremsan, the roast beef, and the peprr secoe™

The remsindsr of the building, besides the ewployment office and reetavrant,
je sometimes ftted up 28 & rooming house for transients. I am told that there
are quite a few steady roomers, but that most of them are mon in town after
loaving one job who in 8 day or twes will be leaving for another,

Most of the Moxieans who are in the employment distriet during the day spend
the night elsewhers, I have been up and down Mndisor and Capal streets after
five, six, and seven o’slock, and seen very few Mexicane there. The hoboes are
there, bat very, very few Mexicans after Jark. Most of them are either in tranait

18 i}e}}g_rt,ure‘

19 Employment agent; literally, one who hooks or enshares.

20 National foods,

21 Dry potatoes, ie., not served fresh and hot.
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from one job to another or they live in other parts of town. I bave often stood on
Canzl Btreet azd heard the conversation of men who had left their jobs the day
before, slept out in the couniry im the felds part of the night, snd ayrived im
Chicago at five or six that morning, and were veudy to go cut the following
night. Quite & number who come from the country go to the steol mills or the
stockyards, and failing to find work there, come to the employment district again
to go out on the railroad. I have talked with men from Gary who had lost their
jobs there snd then eome up here,

Canal Street is the real uaskilled Mexican labor market of Chicago, of which
Madison Street is the offshoot owing to tho lask of space in the one block of
Canal Street. Of the seventeen agencies in this block, seven go after the Mexi-
cans ‘‘footh and nail *’ and &t least three others ship them st times. Four of
those which eater partieslarly to Merxicans sdjoin each other, and the others are
close by. They all have signs in Spanish and Mexicons walking past the fonr
ars constantly ranning the gauntiet of five or six enganchisice, Four of these
enganchisics speak Spanish well. Three of them are Mexicans, One with whom
1 have talked is very intelligent and has seen better days in Old Mexico, He is
much more suecossful in getiing men for his office than the reet; these Mexicans,
an uneuitured and rough leboring class, are still the peonss of Old Mexico who
lock up with awe and revereace to a persona eduscadd, snd are carried away by
just s little botfor spesch and language; they often listem to him and brush by
the others. Two sngonchisfos are not Mexicans. They speak Spanish fairly well,
but their Heutenants who do spoak really well are much more successful,

The Mexicana aro clustered on the sidewalk in the center between fwo scias of
agencies that ship mainly hoboss. ‘The Mexicans and hoboes rarely speak $o each
othor nnless they havs scen eackh other before in some camp or seciion. When they
&o apesk they call each other by some nickname, and rarely by their given name.
Canal Street is quite s meeting place for Mexicaas and their Mexican friends.
I have ofton seen them meeting after not having seen each other for monthe, ai
times ever years., They keep to themaelves and talk with each other, standing up,
leening sgrinst autos, sitting on running hoards and fenders, ash eans, and what
not. There are pool kslis and refreshment places in which to pass away the idle
hours of the dsy until the hour of the salids arrives.

The Mexicans ars frequontly seen walking up and down Canal and Madison
Streets the entire day, reeding the signs, falking to their friemds, discussing the
signs aud the jobs. They do not as a rule sign up early in the day, but leave it
till the afterncon. Some of them walk past the aame spot four or five times in
half 3 day. New signs aro always being put up and they are on the alert fo pick
out what suits them best.

SteEn axp Pacring Hovse Lasor

In addition ¢ this central distriet, which is a common reservoir in
which unskilled Mexican laborers from & variety of industries and
places gather, or more accurately, through which they flow, there are
many labor markets in the Chieago-Gary region. Indeed, hiring is
so dMspersed that in a real sense every plant employment office is &
labor market. Where there is a group of plants, or even a single large
plant employing large numbers of Mexicans, colonies of Mexicans
have sprung up; these feed the labor markets of the indusiries to
which they are tributary. Particularly eonspicuous are the labor
markets of the steel and meat-packing industries.
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The steel indusiry has built up around it a large resident labor
supply. In a series of clusters it has stimulated colonization adjacent
to the prineipal plants from South Chieage to Gary. The Mexicans,
like the European immigrants and the Negroes who preceded them,
have settled in these labor colonies. From them they go to work daily,
usually to the nearest plant so long as work holds ont. When unem-
ployed, they visit the offices of other plants in the region wherever
they think there may be an opportunity. If sumccessful, they may
¢ cominute’’ some distance from their old residence to the new job.

When loeal labor supplies, and those which come into the steel dis-
trict of their own volition, do not suffice, appeals for Mexican laborers
are sent to outside labor markets. Before the Mexicans became numer-
ous in the repion representatives of several planis went as far as
Kansaz City and Texas in an endeavor to build up a Mexican labor
market. Shipments of Mexican laborers were made both before the
depression of 1921 and during the 192223 revival, principally the
iatter. But more recently it has been eustomary to resort to the local
Isbor market on Canal and Madison Streets Ome employment man-
ager, at least, scouted as far as Monterrey, Mexice, exhibiting pictures
of his plant, of housing, ete. Of course no contracts of employment
were made there, for that would have been clear violation of the alien
eontract labor laws; but sgents were ready to meet any comers at the
border. The employment manager of a sicel plant deseribed his
venture into the Kansas City market as follows:

In 1922 X went to Kansas City fo get Mexicans becanse of labor shortage
A friend of mine who had been with the K— Compeany told me that there was
& crowd at their gates svery morning, so I went o Xarasas City at once. I went
smong the erowd telling them what I had {o offer in Chieago, and after about
twenty minntes was called into the superintendemt’s office and told not to take
away their lsbor supply. Then X went to an employment agent and through him
got the Mexicans and some others. The whites weren’t mach good £0 I fook the
Mexicans largely. The turnover, was very high at first, Without women and
Mexican boarding houses the mer wounldn’s atay. So I brought np a woman to
ran & boarding house and helped her to get it started.

An account of another employment menager emphasized other
details:

Botween April and August, 1923, I went down $o Kansag City to ship Mexi-
eans. We used an employment agent who aleo obtained labor for a beot-sugar
eompany to get oer labor for us. We also shipped from Fort Worth. We advanced
their transportation but deduneted it from their first pay check. If they remaised
with ug three months, they got it back. At Srat they were kept in bunkhonses
we had used during the strike, but that srrangement has been sbandonsd. The
other companies had their labor scouts near the Mexicans upon their arrival, and
tock many away from us.

=
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The practice of taking labor away from another employer is of course
common, although it frequently provokes resentment, particularly
among farmers, who are scattered and whose needs though immediate
are not continuous. But it is little resented by railroads; these are
generally willing and even anxious that farmers in their territory
should have ample labor, and in the Chieago-Gary region they have
evidently preferred introduction of fresh supplies of Mexicans from
the Bouthwest to measures fo stop the drift to industry. To the
employment managers of large industrial plants the building up of a
common labor market is more important than the loss, perhaps only
temporary, of a number of individuals they have brought into it

The mesat-packing industry, too, has built up its neighboring labor
supply. It draws heavily, in addition, from the new “*black belt’’ of
Chicago and from the nesr west side. When local labor reserves run
short, the packing plants, like the steel plants, resort to the markets
on Canel and Madison streets. So far as I could sscertain, Mexican
Iaborers were not imported to Chieago by packing plants.

MISCELLANEOUS EMPLOYMENTS

The scatfering of Mexicans into many employments, evident sinece
they first arrived in numbers in Chicago, has been a continuing
process. The present Mexican population of the region, therefore, is
characterized by a wide geographical and cecupational dispersion, and
glso, owing in meost cases to employment in large numbers by one
plant or a group of adjacent plants, by loealized concentrations, Since
the principal employers of Mexican labor have been indicated in
tables 1 and 3 it will serve tonvenience and clarity to treat in this sec-
tion the employments of Mexican laborers not presented in the earlier
tables, even though some of these may have been there elassed as
**migcellaneous.”’

In Chicago the miscellaneous employments draw their Mexican
labor largely from the Hull House colony. Indeed, many of these
plants are located within the colony and to the west or north of it

22In the present and immediately succeeding footnotes, plants employing
Mexicans in 1928 osre listed, followed by the approximsis number of such
employees, if known to us, Obviously such lists camnet be eomplete; however,
it i belioved that they include practically all plants which employed any appre-
cishle xumber of Mexicans, and a considerabie proportion of thoss which employed
only a very few. Among these were: Marshall Field bedding factory, 75; Empire
bedding fretory, 2; Rubber factory, 1; Barrett Company, 22; Comm Produets
Company, 20; Deering Works, 15; Tractor Works, 456; Triangle Eleetric Com-
peay, 1; Beaver Paper Company, 1; an nnderclothing factory, 3; Griess Plleger
Tanning Company, 25; Btewart-Warner Spesdometer Corporation, 12; Cracker
Jack Company, 50; Natiowal Bisesit Compeny, 25; Sawyer Bros. Bisemit Com-
peny, 4; Birk Candy Company, 12; Curtiss Candy Company {all plants), 66.
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Others are located south of the eolony, east of Halstead Street, extend-
ing intermiftently as far south as the stockyards. These include &
confectionery plant, some metal plants and small packing plants, and
one or two of the larger plants which employ Mexicans in small
numbers.®®* Near the Brighton Park colony, in addition to those
employed ai Crane Company and in nearby reailroad yards, were &
few foundries which employed Mexicans.®* A few plants in South
Chicago bexides South Works and Wisconsin Steel Works, employed
Mexicans.® In Indiana Harbor, & foundry and a chemical plant were
the prinecipal employers of Mexican labor, in sddition to the two
steel plants, & eement plant, and the repair department of the express
ear company listed in table 22* At Gary two metsl plants employed
small numbers of Mexican laborers®?

In sddition to the miseellansons employmenis enumerated here, it
is known that there are small groups of Mexican railroad workers
here and there in the Chicago-Gary region. Those employed in mainte-
nance of way of raiiroads have been included in table 1. Some Mexi-
cans sre also employed in other departments of the railroads, such as
yerds, roundhouses, and freight houses, who are not included here.
An extremely small number were engaged i the eonstruction indus-
iry; the number of Mexican bricklayers, for example, probably did
not exceed a half dezen. A number of plants which had employed
Mexican laborers but were not employing them in 1928, are not
inelnded in this freatment.?®* Nor sre Mexican clerks and others
employed in Mexican business establishments ineluded.

While Mexican laborers bave entered a wide variety of employ-
ments in the Chicago-Gary region, in most occupations they are of
course but a handful. For example, the aimost complete absence of

Bremertoli Radic plaat; 8Sloar Valve Company; a mumber of small furniture and
futs painting establishments; s number of hotels, and restanrants, including the
Blackstone, Drake, Congress, Palmer House, Stevens Hotels, and Raklios restaur-
snts which employed a few in the kitchen, as bell boys, or s porters; a fow amall
bakeries, restaurants, and tailor shops, principelly those catering to Mexican trade.

2 Among these wore: Peanut Specialty Company, 50; Zimmerman Federated
Motals Corporation, 25; American Bridge Company, 30; Fruin Drop Forge Com-
psay, 15; Advauce Packing Company, 1; Libby, McNeill & Libby, G; Darling
Pucking Company (weet of yards), 15. 1

2¢ Among theee plants were: Western Founadry, §; Steel Castings Company, 8,

28 Among thege were: By-Products Coke plant, 21; Federal Furnace plant, 3;
Talley Mold and Btove plant; Sherwin-Williams Paint faetory, 38; Inter-State
Iron plant; two small bross foundries employing about 15 and 8, respectively, and
& brakeshoe factory employing about 50, and perhaps others.

26 Amorican Stes! FPoundry, 5; Americen Chemical plant; and perhaps othera.

37 Sheet mill, Americzn Bheot & Tin Plate Company, 33; Gary Serew and Bolt
Company, 20; American Bridge Compsny, 8; Gary Hotel, 5; Mattress factory, 2;
and perhapes others,

28 [llinpis Malleable Iron Company, American Can Company, Union Drswn
Steel Company, and others.
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Spanish signs from the secondary employment distriet in the first
two or three blocks of South Halstead Street indicates how little Mexi-
can labor is sought for hotels and restaurants. Only one Mexican
boarding house was observed in this district, and a lone agency cater-
ing to Mexican railroad and beet workers moved to Madison Street
just as our researches commeneed. Signs appealing for general farm
Iaborers or skilled mechanics were never in Spanish. Except as beet
workers, and two Mexicans whom an agent said he had once shipped
to an Illinois farmer, Mexicans are apparently net used in agriculture.

The recruitment in Chicago and the Calumet region of laborers
for the sugar-beet fields of the Middle West iz a fairly speecialized
operation. Some workers, partienlarly single men, are secured through
the general employment sgenecies in the central employment distriet.
For the most part, however, the labor departments of the beet-sugar
eompanies, or their labor agents, keep lists of the names and sddresses
of families who have worked previously in the fields of their distriets,
or who are likely to work there the following season. The contacts
to ensure their availability in the spring are made by correspondence
or by personal calls at individual homea These families are to be
found in all of the larger Mexican colonies from Hull House to Gary.

The seasonal Buetnations in numbers of Mexicans in the region,
which were pronounced in the early years after their entry, have
become less marked. With the increase in numbers of Mexican families
in the area, the acchimatization of the Mexicans angd selection of those
who are willing to adjust themselves to northern conditions, the
Mexican population has become much more stsble in numbers and
personnel. The winter decline in ountdoor employment, partienlarly
on the railrosd tracks, sends larpe numbers of single men southward.
Their numbers are partly eompensated for, however, by the return
of the sugar-beet workera to winter guarters.

Including all the known numbers of Mexican employees in Chi-
cago and the Calumet region in 1928, and making allowances for those
whose numbers are_unknown, it may be estimated roughly that the
number of employed Mexicans during that year fluctuated around
from 13,000 to 15,000.

THE MOVEMENTS OF MEXICAN LABORERS
It is clear from the preceding description that although each
division of the Mexican laber market relies partly upon individual .
reservoirs of labor, they also rely partly upon common, or at least
overlapping sources. The varions mavkets are linked together in



TABLE 14

Laer Previoua EMPLOYMENT 18 THE UNrrED BraTes op 554 Mexioans EMPLOYED IN A BreeL PLanT anp 533 Mexioans EMeLovep

1w Two Mear-Paosivag PLanrs, Cricaco, 1928, Cragsiried sy Srare aNp ¥ Tange PRINCIPAL INpDUsTRIZES®

Employed [n atesl plant, 1928

Employed in moat-packing planta, 1928

Provious smployment:

Provious omployment:

Total by statos

Btato
Miscol» | Un- Minool- | Un- :
Rallvoad] Stesl | Packing | Jancous | known | Total | Rallrond] Bien) | Paoking | Janocus | known | Total | Number| Per cont

Illinois 1681 | 201 18 21 2 401 160t 11 163 83 7 374 5t 8

'exas, ..... 1 1 2 10 3 30 ] 3 4 21 b2 04 5.9
Missouri 7 1 i} 5 18 b 171 1 19 42 61 5.6
INAIANA. .....ccoeea e ceeneenens 1 23 2 26 1 8 1 3 10 18 44 4.1
MioBIZAN......censviarsrisvervensoraens 4 T 11 1 1 2 8 10 21 1.9

Angns 10 1 11 1 6 1 ] 9 20 1.8
Nebrasks, 3 ] 4 16 16 1.5
Colorado....... . a 4 10 1 1 1 3 13 1.2

ennsylvania 8 1 1 8 1 2 3 11 1.0
Minnesota. 4 4 4 1 5 P B
Wisconsin...... 2 2 - 1 é 7 9 .8
Ohio........... 1 6 ) . 1 1 8 i
Town......p. 1 2 2 5 " rror 1 1 2 7 N
California 2 i 1 4 v P 2 6 8
West Virginia,,., 1 . 8 . 3., .8
Wyoming....... 2 . 2 1 vr 1 3 8
Montana..... e . 1 1 2 g2 .2
Arkansaa.,......... . 1 1 1 .1
North Dakota., . " 1 1 1 .1

klahoma......... 1 . . 1 1 1
Bouth Drkota... - v - 1 1 1 .1
Utab.......co.. \ 1 1 1 1
Unknown......o.e 2 b 3 10 10 9

b 717 204 253 28 57 12 564 181 18 206 47 84 533 | 1087 | 100.0

Per aent of total in the

employment, 1928..............] 36.8 | 46.7| 5.1 10.3| 2.1 [100.0] 34.0| 3.0 38.8; 8.9 15.8 | 100.0 | e,

* Data obtained from employment cards of Wissonsin Stesl Works and Chicago plants of Armonr & Corpany and Swift & Company. A snaall number whoss Inst previous

amplntvmone was in Moxico are omitted irom this table.
neludos o emall but appreciable number of persons from rallroads with a Chisago terminal, when state in which last employsd was not specified.
May include some frorm Kansss City, Kanuas,
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varying degrees by the many individuals who go from one to another
in search of employment, and by the habitual resort to the great
common labor market im the vicinity of the Northwestern station of
companies in need of more laborers than apply at their offices.

A eross-section of the flow of Mexican laber into the steel and
meat-packing industries in presented in fsble 14. Examination of
the last previous employments of 554 Mexicans employed in 1928
&t a South Chicago steel plant reveals that 45.7 per cent of them had
eome from another steel plant located, in the great majority of cases,
in the Calumet region. The next largest group, ecomprising 36.8 13er
cent of the fotal, had eome from a railroad. Only 5.1 per eent had
come directly from & packing plant.** The meat-packing plants, Like
the steel plant, reported the largest group as coming from other plants
of their own industry, end the next largest group from railroads.
From other packing plants, principally local, had come 38.5 per cent
of the Mexicans employed, and from railroads, 34 per cent. Only
3 per cent reported last previous employment as in s steel plant.
It is probable that applicants for employment are prone to report
experience in the same industry eisewhere, even though it was not the
very last previous job which they had. The effect of this tendency is
to increase the pumber reporting last previous employment in steel
or meat-packing, as the case may be, chiefly at the expense of previous
railroad employment. Nevertheless, as is confirmed by cbservation and
inquiry, the situation is revealed with snbstaniigl accuracy by the
table. .

The major flow of Mexican laborers into these two industries, then,

‘- is by way of previous railroad employment either in Illinois or on’
a railroad with a Chicago terminal This is shown with striking
elarity in the table, which reports 35 per cent of the Mexicans in
these three plants from that source. The extensive inter-plant move-
ment ¢f Mexicans within each separate industry, shown by the high
proportion reporting previous employment in the same industry and
locality as that in which they were engaged in 1928, is clear proof
of the fact that Mexican Isbor is part of the local fluctnating labor
reserve. The smallness of the flow of Mexican labor between the steel
and ”pacidng industries is evident from the low percentage which
‘each industry drew from the other; the localization of the meat-
packing industry at a distance from the steel mills aceounts for this

19 Of the Mexiean employees of & nearby coke by-products company, 17

reported & railroad as Jast previous employer, 7 & steel plant, 2 & packing house,
and one each had come from construction, & coke, and a cement plant.
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relative immobility of labor from one to the other, probably more than
any differences in the labor operations of the two industries. What-
ever the cavses, the fact iz that the influx from the railroads divides
to feed two separate labor pools.

The wide geographical dispersion of previous employments is also
shown by table 14, Literaily it was from coast io coast and from
Mexico to the Canadian border; the majority came directly from
another Illinois employment, but the minority came from widely scat-
tered places in the United States. The occupational routes by which
Mexicans entered their 1926 employment in three steel plants and
two meat-packing plants (inclunding the plants in {able 14) are shown
in table 15. This shows more fully the wide variety of industrial
experience of & minority as well as the main channels by which the
majority came. 1§ will be noted that the eombined total of Mexican
laborers directly from *‘farms’’ and ‘““beet farms,’* was 7.7 per cent.
Those from *‘farms’’ were principally from cotton farms in Texas,
or from sugar-beet farms in the Middle West. The use of last previous
employment of course conceals the fael that most of the Mexicans
came originally from agriculture. Furthermore, the figures in tables
14 and 15 apply to persons employed in the spring and early summer
after sugar-beet work had begun; a2 winfer figure would probably
have shown a somewhat larger number of industrial employees drawn
from beet work. However, it appears that sugar-beet workers have
played a smaller part in building unp the industrial colonies of this
region than they played in Detroit prior to 1928,

‘Accounts from a few individuals will serve to illuminate the eold
statisties of the movement of Mexicans into the region. The first
account surveys Mexican emigration as seen from a Mexican puebls,
from the days of border contacts to the more recent movement directly
to the North and East:

In the early days before Diar wax deposed and there was work emcugh im
Mexico for all, one heard ouly of the mtates of Toxas and Californis. The few
Meoxicens that lefs Mexico went there and wrote back from, there. After a while
we heard of New Mexico and Arirons, but beyond thai there was no more United
States to us. I remember distinetly with what great surprise we received a letter
in our pueblo from a Mexican who hnd gone to Pennsylvania. ¢Oh, where zan
that bel That wmust be very, very far awsy. It must be farther than New York,
olose o England.’” It waa not till years after the war that we heard of St. Louis,
then of Chicago and Illinois. Things were very good, I keard, so I eame here
direct from Laredo. '

Another Mexican, like many, had been lured originally by the war
lasbor shortage, and had come by way of the Texas eotton harvest,



74  Unwersity of California Publications in Economics [Vor.7

TABLE 15

Lasr Previous EXPLOYMENT, BY INDUSTRY 08 OCCUPATION, OF MEXICAN
EMPLOYEES OF THEXZ STEEL PLANTS AND Two MEAT PacRIinag
PravTs or CErcago AND THE CarivMer Rreiox, 1928

PREVIOUS EMPLOYHMENT 1928 EMPLOYMENT
Bteel Packing Total Per cent

Reilroads ....cocovennnn.. 800 is1 281 £0.5
Steel . 500 18 518 213
Packing house ... 122 205 327 13.5
Farmsi . 310 6 118 4.8
Btreet and eonstruction. ... ... 75 - 75 31
Beet farmsd ... 71 71 2.9
Foundry . 50 50 21
MIBERZ covvcorrermeeseieeecereemeeeersoeeen 46 e 46 1.9
Cement 41 2 43 18
Tanneriea 19 - 15 .8
il fields . . 17 — 17 7
15 — 15 6
12 — 12 5
12 ——- 12 5
i1 13 4
8 - ] &
6 é 2
Coke DVEDB oo 5 - 5 2
Textile industries .. .......... 5 & 2
Chemical works ........oooooee.. 4 . 4 2
Clerieal . FA - 4 2
Bakery 4 - 4 2
Oil compREY vl 3 3 i
Furniture factory ... 3 . 8 1
Electric company ......coccvvecemnes 3 - 3 1
Lomber grd planisg mitl ... 3 3 A
Miscellanesust s 28 83 2.6
Total 1,074 448 2,423 1000

* Data from employment cards of Mexicans employed in the summer of 1928
at Avmour & Company, Chieago plant; Swift & Company, Chicage plant; Illinois
Steel Company, Gary sad Seath Works; and Wisconsin Steel Works.

1 Includes two sach from candy manufaeturing, carpeniry, gas compsny, paint
manufeciuring, ranch, restaurant, shoemaking, Y.M.C.A.; ono each from barbes-
ing, blacksmithing, brick compsany, bricklaying, fruit store, garage, grain company,
grocery, lsnndry, Mexiean government, musician, post office, salt company, street
railway, tencher, textile manufactnring, watechmaking; and thirty cnspeecified.
Sines different plants did not report uniformly, some of those listed as “‘‘mis
cellaneous’’ by one plant, may have been listed under an occapationsl name
by another plent. All gpecified in this footnote were employed at a steel works.

1 ¢ Farma’’ undoubtedly includes & good many from ‘‘beet farms. ”’
In its continnal movement in search of employment this ecase is
typical:

I left Mexico early in 1918, Things were very quiet there then. In the United
States labor waz scazee and wages were good, ¢ I came. With the need for
dracerve mezicanos they came over the border as fsst as they could. They cams
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by train, by stage, by auto aad wsgon. Manxy camoe on foot. I cume by way of
Laredo from Matamoras. I worked ss & cement worker im San Antonis, That
was the best job I have had zince I came $0 the United States; it was good work
and good pay. When the time came for picking cotton, things were slowing dewn
& Litile in San Antonioc and I thought I could do betfer in the country. The pay
in the cotton fields was very good then—$3.50 & hondred pounds, I stayed inm
Texns till the middle of 1920. Things got bad then and I came to the North.
My first winter I did not have work for a month and a half and it was bitter eoid.
At last after many sad weeke I got work with 6. steel company. Buot it wss not
steady aad they toock advautage of the bard times to bring dowe the wages of
the men. 1 worked about helf the time and was Inid off the other half.

On one of my days off I came to Indiang Harbor where 1 had a friend who
worked for the steel company and went to the employmemt office. Tho next
morning I weat spgain. Sines I knew some English and had experience in steel
mills I was put to woerk. I worked in my good clothes that day; I did not mind
thet but waa tickled to death to get steady work.

He was still employed in the same mills when interviewed in 1928.
Another Mexican had also entared the United States for the Texas
eotton harvest, but with depression had returned to Mexico until late
1922. With business revival i 1923, he had signed with an engan-
chista in Fort Worth to work in steel mills at Indiana Harbor; 1928
found him employed in a nearby eement plant. The father of a Mexi-
can schoolboy had come ag a cigar-maker to Chicago after learning
his trade in Tampa, Florida.

Some Mexicans have gone shount the country with a desire o rove,
as well as to seek work—vegande y aventurands,® as one of them
put it. Others had eome directly to Chieage from Mexieo.

Enganchistas played an important réle in the movements of many,
partieularly in their longer moves.

In 1820 T happened to be in Ciudad Juarez right scross the line from El Pasc.
There I fell in with an enganchista from the Sania Fe. I went to work for the
Senta Fe and in & year’s time I was in Kangus City. When the work gave out
there I went back to El Paso. There, in the spring of 1923 T fell in apain with
another enganohisic. He represented some steel mill pecple in Iilingis, I came
to Illinois in a epecial train with hundreds of other Mexican laborers who had
beer picked up like myself.

In 1928 the Mexican quoted was working in a sfeel plant near the
one to which he had been transported five years earlier.

A third Mexican whose entry had been by way of Texas cotton,
had reached the stockyards distriet of Chicago after work in the
sugar-heet fields of the South Platte Valley, Colorado, and of Minne-
sota, and steel work in Erie, Pennsylvania, and in St. Lounis. A fourth

%0 Wandering and adventuring.
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left Texas eotton for railroad employment in Nebraska, Kansas, and
Montsna. In Montana he tended sheep, after which he ezme fo
Chicago, then to Gary.

The streams of Mexican immigration to the United States flow in
general from south to north. But a young steel worker of South
Chicago, like many others, had erossed from one stream to another
after arrival in this country. His employment and journeyings from
hig entry to the United States in 1918 to arrival in Chieago in 1923
included a copper mine in New Mexico, Los Angeles, Imperial Valley
agriculture, Fresno prape-picking, San Francisco, sugar beets near
Garden City, Kansas. Friends and relatives are frequently responsi-
ble for such shifts; in this instance, the presencé of an umcle in the
beet fields of the Arkansas Valley accounted for the shift from
California. ' ‘

Another way in which the same individual not infrequently enters
different streams successively is by returning to Mexico, then, upon
arrival again at the border, choosing a different route northward.
A young Indian type from Michoacin who was employed in the steel
mills of Indiana Harbor illustrates this:

‘When my parents died in 1812, I went from my town in Michoesin to Mexico
City to get work to support my two younger brothers, Im 1817 I heard about the
United States, so I came. I went to work on the Pemnsylvania Hailroaed, then
rofurned to Mexico. But I returned to the United States and went to California.
I returned sgain to Mexico, and came back to the United States. This time, in
order to see anothor place, I came to Gary. .

Only a very smell proportion of the Mexican adnits were born in
the United States. A Texas Mexican in the packing houses had been
an automobile mechanie in Cotulla, south of San Antonio.- An inter-
preter in a steel mill was 8 Spanish American from Mesilla, just above
El Paso. Another Spanish American, born in Rancho de Taos and
educated at 8 Presbyterian school in Albuguergue, held a good posi-
tion at an electric power plant. A third Spanish American, a common
laborer seeking a job on Canal Street, represenis a different type of
native-born ‘‘Mexiean’ found in the Chicago-Gary srea After
employment on eattle ranches in Now Mexico and Texas he came o
Chicago, worked on railroad sections in the vicinity, tried the beet
fields, was a porter in & candy store, a dishwasher at the Stevens
Hotel, and at the time of our interview was seeking a railroad job
in Pennsylvania, possibly with an eye fo subsequent employment in
& Jobustown steel mill where & friend was working.™

" 81 Bee Field Notes, page 2568,
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There is & good deal of movement of Mexican laborers between the
Chicago-Gary region and Detroit and vicinity, depending on reporis
of work aveilable in either area. Indeed, the labor manager of & rail-
road charged, probably eorrectly, that runngrs for bus lines stimulated
such movement in order to obtain more fares by spreading rumors,
justified and unjustified, of employment svailable in the ‘‘other™
srea. Within the Chicago-Gary region and without, therefore, there
is ceaseless milling about of those Mexicans, a large part of the total,
whose employment is not steady, Employment, now here, now there,
is the sghifting magnet. Said a Mexican who worked in & packing
house: ’

They coms and go with the work. Seme go to the beot fields and others come
from the railroads to work in the stockyards or the steel mills. When they atop
work af one place they wait for some time {0 be put on, and if they fail to get
pat back, they go to the track or wherever else they may find work.

WAGES

The wage rates in 1928 of Mexican laborers in Chicago and the
Calumet region were standardized only to a Limited extent. A well
recognized series of wage levels existed, however, with railroad track
labor at the foot, packing house labor next above it, and labor in the
stesl mills &t the top. The rates coffered for track laborers in the
Chicago labor market were not uniform. In genersl, railroads operat-
ing south and west of Chicago paid less than local railroads or those
operating east of Chicago. The rates offered in Chicage on the
southern and western lines usually ranged from 35 cents to about
39 cents an hour. Exira gang laborers on these lines were usually
offered 35 cents an hour; small differentials, rising on at least one
railread to as high as 41 eents, sometimes favored section laborers
and those with continuous service of varying duration. Local rail-
roads almost unifermly paid 40 cents an hour; the Chicago Junction,
however, which serves the stockyards district, paid 42 cents, or prae-
tically the same as the basic rate pzid by the packing houses. The
prevailing rate offered by vailroads operating east of Chicago was
40 cents an hour on both track and section. Rates, both higher and
lower than these, were paid to track laborers on some portions of the
railroads with Chicago eonneetions; the rates given here are cnly
those offered to attract labor from the Chicago market.

The basis rate in the larger packing houses was 4214 cents per
bour, but a eonsiderable proportion of Mexicans received from 45 o
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47 cents becanse they worked at numerous jobs which, because of
their disagresable or heavy character, or for other reasons, carried
higher compensation. A number received wages which were above
47 cents. In the large packing plants those who started the week on
Monday were guaranteed a minimum of 40 hours of employment
during the week. For those engaged after Monday the guaranty was
eorrespondingly reduced. For those Mexicans covered by the guaranty
the minimum weekly earnings were therefore $17.

The charge was made, parfienlarly in the vicmity of the stock-
¥ards but also in the steel distriet, that Mexicans worked for less than
other naticnalities. For example, an Irish-American policeman in
the district made the speeific charpe:

They pay the others 4214 cents an hour; Mexicans will work for from 3% to
85 cents an hour,

Corroboration of the truth of this in some instances came from the
superintendent of & small packing house whoe recited his own
experience

We pay Mexicans about 3214 cents an hour for eommeon Iabor, and colored

labor 46. Buot you kmow, it is the demand-—if we need him and ke won’t work
for 3214 conts, we pay 35 or 40 centa

Buot in the large packing planis wage rates were standardized and the
practiee was to pay the same for the same job to persons of whatever
nationslity. The statement of an employment clerk in & large packing
house was correct, 8o far as I observed: T

hﬁaﬁnﬁﬂpacﬁnghemtheﬁeﬁemswerk for less than the other
nationslities, but in the large packing honses they are paid the same.

Of course, undercutting may take place by the man’s doing more
for the same money, as well as by his doing the same work for less,
One Texas-Mexican asserted that this was in fact what had happened
in an operation with which he was familiar:

The Mexiesns work chesper, teo. No, they pay the same, but we pull from
1900 to 2100 pounds inmstead of 900 as the trackers did before,

The correciness of this assertion, however, was not ascertained.
Sometimes there was rivalry with national pride stirred. At a large
steel mill Mexicans on. tonnage were reported to have been unwilling
to allow the shift, of American workers to sarpass them, saying among
themselves, ‘“No nos dejamos—Ilos gringos!”’ But this is not what is
meant by wage-cutting. The defense of his countrymen by a Mexican
ronnds out the picture of what takes place:
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They say that a Mexican tomes here to work for less. That is not s0. He
will work to make an honest Hving and to eat and clothe himsslf and his wife
and children, bat not **for lese.’’ He goes from plase to place, first where there
is work, then to where the work pays best. That is mot working for less.

Mexicans, under economic pressure, do accept less than standard
rates, which some employers offer to them even to the point of nation-
ality diserimination. But there was neo indication that in the Chicago-
@Gary region Mexicans followed a practice of offering their serviees
for less in order to secure the jobs of others. The presence of a large
namber of laborers with low standards of living of course has a
depressing effeet upon wage rates, and it is in this more impersonal
fashion that Mexican immigration exerts its effect.

In the steel industry basic rates varied somewhat according to
whether the job was a ““day’’ job or a ‘““turn’’ or “‘shift’’ job; the
latter usually paid = little better. Eight-hour jobs usually paid from
45 to 50 cents per hour, sud ten-hour day jobs 44 cents an hour. Some
metal plants paid basic rates of 39 and 40 cents sn hour. A large
foundry which prided itself upon its high wages psaid truckers 44
gents an howr, but common Mexican labor in the foundry began at
43 cents and was advaneed to 54 cents after one month.

Of course all of the skilled and semi-skilled Mexican workers (see
table 21}, and some who were rated as unskilled as well, received more
than the minimum rates. In steel plants, groups of Mexicans working
on tonnage rates frequently earned from $6 to $7 a day. Among the
steel and metal plants, the sinaller planis frequently paid less than
the larger.

The range of pay of Mexicans in the miscellaneous industries was
wide, Most of the plants visited paid from 40 to 45 eents an hour;
& few paid more, and a few paid less,

_ Mexican women reeceived less than men in the very few instances
in which data were secured. A confectionery factory which starfed
men at 45 cents an hour started women &t from 30 to 35 cents. A
packing house paid about the same basic rate to women. A eandy
factory which paid piece rates reported that the weekly earnings of
Mexican women ranged from as low as $12 to as high as $35 or
even $40.

A very few Mexican women served as domesties in American
homes. Rates of pay were usually about $7 or $8 & week and room
and board. One resson for the absence of domestic servants was the
heavy preponderance of young males. In Mexican boarding houses
there were frequently domestie servants who also served as prostitutes.
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No data were obtained on annual earnings of either men or women.
The data on weekly earnings were meager. Weekly earnings ranging
from $12 to $22 per week and averaging $19 were reporied by forty-
four elients of a birth control clinie. Thess figures omit both the
unemployed and the better paid workers, the former because there
were no earnings to report, the latter because of the selective character
of the group. Britten and Consiable reported that in 1923 ““the aver-
age income of the Mexican workers is less than that of the usual
dispensary patient.’’** Hughes, reporting on femily earnings of 199
representative Mexican families in 1925, stated that 30 per cent
earned less than $80 per month, 56 per cent less than $100, and 80
per cent less than $125.** Frequently Mexican families include several
workers, which makes eomparisons diffieult,

LABOR RELATIONS—ATTITUDE OF EMPLOYERS

MiscerrAanwoUus INDUSTRIES

The majority of employers in Chicsgo and the Calumet region, out-
side of steel mills, packing houses, and railroads, do not employ Mexi-
cany, With satisfactory supplies of laborers of other nationalities
available they have notf resorted to Mexicans, or, their initial experi-
ences with them having been unsatisfactory, they prefer not to employ
more. The attitnde of such employers in pither ecase is hostile to
Mexican labor. Thus, an executive of & wire company said:

Weo vso no Mexicans,. We have more refined work and have not had fo resort
to the greasers. They use them for rongh work and around biast furnaces. ’

Another executive disperaged them similarly, saying: ‘‘They’re.just
cheap labor.”’ At s third plant it was said:

We want intelligent labor; that is why we don’t use Mexicans. X Company
wants choep labor; that ia why they use them.
But as & matter of fact, the basic wages at both plants were the same.
The state free employment bureeu seldom handled Mexican Iabor.
In 1924 one of its staff stated to Redfield that ‘‘none of the employers
he had anything to do with would hire a Mexican and ke no longer
tried to place one. Many employers, when they ealled him up to apply
for a gang of men prefaced further remarks by saying, ‘But don’t
© s3¢¢Qur Mexican pationts at ceniral free dispensary, Rash medieal college®’
{Chicago, January, 1825). Reprinted Nation’s Health, V1L, no. 7, 453,

33 Hughes, Elizaboth A, Living conditions for emall-wage sarners in Chicago
{Psparimsnt of Public Welfare, Chicago, 1825).
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send us Mexicans.’’’ Apparently conditions had changed little by
1928, for the ageney still placed Mexicans rarely. The employment
officer of a tannery, though he employs a few MexXicans, nevertheless:
tells a charitable agency: ““If they are Mexicans, don’t send them®’;
and the gateman at a small drawn-sieel plant said: *“We used to have
balf a dozen Mexicans but they were no good. Maybe we didn’t get
the best, but we don’t have any now.” The manager of a similar
plant stated, *“We choose men with homes and families first, so the
Mexicans rank low in our seale of employees.”

Among employers with Mexicans on their payrolls in 1928 the
usual wide range of attitude toward employees of that nationality
was found. The doorman at a biscuit factory employing a very small
vumber of Mexicans said : *‘ They are oo slow; it secems they’ve never
seen machines before.”’ And an exeeutive of a eandy factory which
employed Mexicans seasonally agreed that the Mexicans were ‘‘not
as fast as other pationalities.”” The employment manager of a speed-
ometer factory with & dozen Mexican employees said:

Ne, we don’t want any morse Mexicans, They don’t seem fo be produetive on
pisce work requiring nimbleness. I thought they would stand heet well in the
anti-rast department, but they didn’t, They don’t generally leave because their
pisco-work carmings are low; we generally have to tell them to leave.

The superintendent of a bedding factory, however, which employed
a high proportion of Mexican women on its sewing machines, found
these Mexicans to be rapid workers.

The Mexicans ave a8 good 28 any nafionality except poasibly the Germazs.
T Lke them better than the Italinns. On the sams machines we sre now getiing
85 per cent more output than we 4id in 1810. Tt used to be tims work; now it
is bonus work and we have better oporatives. The Mexicans don’t hava to be
driven a8 much as tha others, They will be spoiled in another generation like the
others. The seccond generation of Italians and others is locking for essy work.

In between these unfavorable and favorable judgments there were
more mixed views. The employment manager of & rug factory which
used Mexicans for machine tending stated:

The Mexicans are good, bad, and average, shout the same as the others, Per

haps they are » little slower on productios an piece rates. The old Mexicana are
dsad stuff. We take only the young ones born or reised in this couniry.

A foremen at a railroad car repair shop observed:
Bome of the Moxicans are very good. 'We can’t get good white labor at ocur

common labor rate, 35 cents au hour. It all depends on what youn pay; if you
esz pay only 35 cents, you san expect to get somebody worth not much mors
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than 35 cents. I would rather have a good white gang at 50 cents, but the
administration tells us what to pey; they want cheap labor. Wa have 5 good
Mexican foreman who gets the work out of the Mexicans.

At a confectionery factory it was said:

The Mexican men sre either very good or very poor; they stay well or not
a$ all. They are.not so elannish as the Italinna; they don”t form gangs snd fight
among themgelven, They work in heat, which they stand well

On rougher, heavier work, comparable to labor in the steel mills,
two employment managers with wide experience with Mexicans
reported them as good as the average, or perhaps better. At 2 cement
plan{ where many Mexicans are employed as machine tenders at
piece rates it was stated:

The Mexicana are as good a3 tho average of the workers who come from south
and esstern Europe. They are as safe workmen as the gverage, sad stesdier than
the avernge; there is less twrnover and absence among them. They rarely quit
except when they are laid off,

And an executive of a coke by-products company gave similar
commendation :

1 prafer the Mexicans to the others—Tialiana, Greaﬁaa&, Seorbs, ste. The Mexi-
gans are sleaner in person amd about their work. They are safer, tco. The
Mexicans are snxious t¢ learn English and to get ahead Some of the Croatians
have been here fifteon years or ao snd doan’t spesk English now. The Mexicana
follow directions; they are fractable.

Those among the persons q&éte& above who spoke most favorably
of the Mexicans were usually the employers of the largest numbers
of them. Wider experience with Mexitans, and possibly the type of
work for which they were nsed, probably contributed to the favor-
able judgment and a more favorable attitude was a factor in the
employment of larger numbers.

Bamroans
Very few railroads in the Chieago-Gary region were without some
Mexican lasborers, But at the offices of one of them the characterisiic
antipathy of those without experience was expressed:

We’ve been able to get slong without Mexicans so far.

According to employment men handling Mexicans in the Chicago
labor market, the principal merit of Mexican track laborers was their
steadiness, their willingness to remain on the job. In this respect they
were rated & markedly superior to both hoboes and Negroes, though
the hoboes were usually regarded as better workers. Steadiness ig an
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advantage, not only to the raflroad, but also to the commissary com-
panies whick board or sell supplies to the gangs. The following
opinions of & Canal Street agent, a roadmaster, a irack foreman, and
a railroad eonstruction engineer illustrate this viewpoint:

The Mexicans have it all ovar the eolored; they are more steady. They don’t
lay oft like the niggers when they have money.

The Esﬁmsmgao&steﬂymrke;s; niggers may not work even if they
are on the gang.

The Mexicans are good workers, They work steadily snd you don’t have te
koep after them like the Negroes. The Negroecs lay on the shovel too much,

The Mexicans are now ovr beat svailable labor supply. They work hard and
get the work out. You do not have to keep after them all the time You ean
depend on them to he at work day in and day out. The hoboes do the work
better but they are always moving srommd. They are not reliable.

Another Canal Street agent, commenting on the introduction of
Negro and Mexican track labor on an eastern railroad which began
during the war, said:

At first the Negroes did more work than the Mexicans. But now the Negro
is “*educated ’* and shirks; now the Mexicans are bhetter. The gandydancers know
track work better than 50 per cent of the foremen; but they simply aren’t steady.
A forsman who knows how, can get more work oat of them than Be ¢sn out
of Mexicons. But the Mexican will stick 50 to 75 per cent better than the
gandydancer. That’s his chief merié; the white man can do more, but he’s
shifting,

Similarly, in 2 maintenance of way office which only four or five ysars
before had opposed the use of Mexicans, it was stated :

‘We like the Mexicans very much bacause they stick, Some of the roadmasters
now give preference to Mexicans in their requests for labor. There is a lot of
overhead expense in hsndling hoboes. They work a pay day or two, then come
in to get drunk, then ship out again. The hoboss are more experienced track
laborers than the Mexicans, but less ateady.

Others expressed views similar to thosa which have been quoted. But

& meintenancs of way engineer who agreed approximatsly with these,
nevertheless ordinarily preferred hoboes.

The turnover of Mexicans is loss than hoboos; the hobo is a befter worker
although he doesm’t stay. We take the hoboes when wa can get them; then we
take the Mexicaps. Or, if it is & desert place, we ssnd the Mexicans because
probably they'll stay.

Divers reasons for the unsatisfactory character of hobo track labor
were advanced. The employment agent first quoted sugpgested that
their unsteadiness arose partly from the fact that they will aceept
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the more lucrative employment of highway building where it is avail
able, an employment which Mexicans had not entered in the North.

The Mexicans don*t do kard rosd work here, bu% if we sent mdydmen ouf,
they would alip over to it.

Lack of physical condition, aseribed variously to bad nutrition, age,
and prohibition liquor, was also attributed to the hoboes by a road-
master and an Italien employment agent, respectively:

The hoboes are not so strong sad well fed any more,

The real cld hoboss wera better then the Mexieans, but now are mot. After
‘#probish*” the hoboes aren’t worth a nickel; they are wenk and kave poisox in
‘their systems,

Other reasons for the unsteadiness ¢of hobo labor, including unsatis-
factory food, wages, and monotony, were given by two American track
lzborers at the hall of the maintenance of way union:

The boarding companies are known as ‘‘stomach robbers.’’ They serve the
cheapest cuts of meet thut the stockysrds have, kinde you'’ve never eaten: pigs’
noses, cows’ ips, ete. There is plenty of food, but it is of bad guality and the
men can't stand it very long. They have to come to tewn to get food and to
forpet it

It isn’t only the eonditions and the food. Even where they are pood, it is
the life in the camps; seeing the same men gil the thme; getting up to go to work
and after fen howrs going to bed with nothing else to do; and the monotony of
tamping ties. Amhugettowmetetownan&maheﬁorgeﬁdmnkie
forpet it,

In Chicagoe terminal we could get plenty of white men, experienced men, at
56 cents an hour. But now these men either get other work or work only a little.
They don*t stay steadily on the tracks; they go up or they go down.

Some thought that ‘‘ The Mexicans are all right to follow up with
the shovel, but the gandydancers are better on laying steel.’” Others
specifically asserted the contrary. Only two persons, an employment
men in the steel indusiry, quoted later, and & minor official of an
sastern railroad which used few Mexicans in his territory, expressed
fear of Mexican treachery:

I think they are troschervus and untrustworthy. They are pretty dangerous

characters; worse than the Italians in their worst daye. You gét white labor as
long aa you eaxn; then you get the Mexicans. The whites don’t want the eamp life,

There was one complaint that even the Mexicans moved about too
much, although less than hoboes. A Canal Street agent was one of
four or five to raise this ohjection:
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The Mexicans were sieady, but this year they secem to he more shifting. 'They
are becoming **short stake’” men like the hoboes, They used to waat sll-year jobs
and ask for sections, Now they are satisfied with short seasonal jobs if the raie
zeoms gil right. They will quit a track job at 35 cents to seek a job listed at
43 cents. They may find the 40-cent job waa for a kind of labor they can’ do,
or that only a couple of men were wanted. Then they return to another frack
job, having lost time betweesn.

This is a familiar eriticism by farrhers where wage rates are not
standardized.

A larger number of persons thought the Mexicans about as good
as any class of labor ‘‘available,’’ opinion appesring umiversally to
favor Mexicans over Greeks, sometimes to favor them over Italians,
but rarely to regard them as equal to the Irish, Germans, and Swedes
of former days. The Greeks seem to have been particularly obnoxious
to their employers: witness the following statements by men econ-
nected with two different railroads—both of whom commended the
Mexicans;

The Mexicans are much move trustworthy than the Greeks or Iislians, When-
over we got all Greeks in one gang, we had %o watch the Greeks and the foreman.
They wounld either get in caheots with the foremsa or try to imtimidate him to
do what they wanted. Greek foremen were worse; they were crooked as snakes.

We like the Maxicans better than the Italiane, and much more than the Greeks.
They work much more. We bave only cne Greck foreman now on the whole road,
and when he goes he will he the last. Dur exporisnce with them hsa always heea
bad. They get to work with the Greek grocers and store mes, and mulet the men,
the railroad, and everyene they can, ineluding the boarding eompanies if they can.

In sddition to steadiness, their willingness to aceept eonditions
which other nationalities might reject and their lack of group cohesive-
ness in striking were pointed out as desirable charaeteristics of
Mexiean track laborers. For example, a labor agent reported:

The gandydancers won't stay in a eamp if they don’t like its looks, but the
Mexicans will ascept it.

A roadmaster stated:

The Italtans began leaving and we began using the Mexicans in preference to
tha Italians. The Itsliang were always wanting something, 10 hours pay for 8
hours work, or higher wages, ste. The Mexieans fied out whai’s paid, and if they
take the job, they accept it. If they are dissatisfied and quit, they ask for their
time and lexve without bothering the others. We've oven had casee of discharging
& brother or a partner and the other one stayed. But the Italiane! if you discharge
ong worthloas skunk, the others may leave with him, The Italisns were always
leaving for something better,3s

3¢ Bee also the section on Collective Action.
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An Italian labor agent made similar observations eoncerning both
Itelians and Greeks, and added by way of eommendation of the
Mexieans: '

Other nationalities talk sbout their country, their wives, ete., while working on
the tiee, but the Mericans do not. .

A paymaster expressed an opipion whick though uwnusual in some
details, was fairly representative in its general judgment.

The Mexicans do the work and say very lLittle. If they are not satisfied, they
come axd get their pay and say nothing, The Italisns ars always suspicicus and
think we ave {rying fo cheat them out of time and money. The Greeks come ints
this office drunk lots of times; the Mexicans never that I ean remember, The
Moxicans are as good or better than the Italians. They are much more relishle
than the Greeks. The Greeks were always fighting, drank, and knivieg each other.

‘When it comes to building up & new track the Yrish eould do it better than
the others. The old German and Irish srews could eertainly lay out the ties and

spike on the rails bhetter than any I have scen. Dut they are all gone; they sre
pelicemen or firemexn.

One may observe in the variety of opinions, the influence of the
flow of successive nationalities through the oceupation of track laborer.
Not all of the opinions cited are in entire harmony with the following
summary, but this runs through the views expressed Lke a dominant
strain: The Irish were fine but they beeame municipal officials. The
Italians, when other opportunities appeared, became dissatisfied and
left. The Grecks were particularly agpressive and of course very
rapidly passed through the cccupation. The hoboes, of miscellaneous
nationalities, were good but they would seize other opportunities for
better paid seasonal employment, or simply move from job to job
without personal interest in their work or ambition. The Negroes were
good until they beeame ‘‘educated.”” And the Mexicans now were
more ready than any other group to accepi the conditions of track
labor without protest, individnal or collective,

Opinions on how to handle Mexican track laborers varied. At one
extreme was the labor agent who said:

I# the supervisor knows how to bandle the Mexicana, they ars tho best traek
labor in the country todsy. If & foresman carTies & gun for feer of the Mexicans,
they know he’s afraid of them, and they Iay down on the job. You can rawhide
the Mexieans, bawl hell out of them, and the mext day tell them they are fine,
and theyll work for you. But if o foreman don't know how to rawhide them,
they just stand sround.

Among those with whom I talked in the Chicago-Gary region, the
preceding speaker was alone in his views. The more general attitnde
was that: '
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If the foreman speaks politely to them and knows how to handle them he can
gt a lot of work out of them. If ke tries to drive them with & pick haadle he
can’t get much.

The special agent in charge of labor for an entire railway system
expressed a similar judgment:

Mexican Iabor is botter than Italiang and Greeks if it is handled right. Yeu
can’t cuss the Mexieans out or call them down in front of the others or they
msy quit and take the whole gang with them It is best to take them aside aund
tell them their work is not satisfactery. When we begsa employing Mexicans we
sent s man around te the foreman to advize themt how the Mexicans should ba
handled.

MEeaT Pacxivg

The large meat-peeking plants of Chicago rely much more heavily
uponr colored labor than upon Mexican., The former are preferred
in the semi-skilled and skilled positions; the Mexicans are used
principally on the unskilled operations Partly because the Negroes
empioyed in 1928 were a more selected and experieneed group than
the Mexicans, the judgment of persons concerned with their employ-
ment was more favorable to them in matters of skill,

They are not sa adept with the knife as the eolored. When there is time, the
Negroes can be seen prarticiog with a knife on operations where their friends are
working, but the Mexicans don’t @o this. Tlere are not many Mexicans on the
endless ehains, '

There was also eriticism that the Mexicans were generally not big
enough for some types of work requiring strength.

‘We can use Mexicans if they sre husky, for trucking, ete., but so many of them

are little fellows, It is almost like hiring women. They are active enough but we
nead real men: on some kinds of work

Two small packing houses were partieularly outspoken in their prefer-
ence for colored employees over Mexican eommon laborers:
‘We take Mexicans only when we san’t get anyone olse; we prefer the colored.

The Mexicane are Inxy and shiftless on the average. They are not aa active as the
eolored.

‘Wo have sbout fifteen Mexicans who are il right, most of them truckers. We

. have a Mexican oiler and a stesm fitter whp are skilled workmen sad avs good;

they have soms education. But the foremen say, ‘‘Don’t send me any more
Mexicans; sond me some more colored.”?

The large plants were more favorable ic the Mexicans than the
smaller plants. If less ambitious than the Negroes, the Mexicans were
satisfactory as common laborers, more regular in aftendance, and Jess
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likely to go south for minor reasons. The employment managers of
two plants eommented :

The Mexicans peem to have a littie less absenteeism than the Negroes and to
have a Lttle more ambition than the low grade colored. The colored are satisfied
with two or three days’ werk per week, but the Mexican wanis more. But as
Iaborers they are far below the whites. The colored are indolent; they go to sleep
waiting for a job. They spend their money on railread fare; I think they would
go mouth if & [pet] dog died. The Mexicans don’t po south so readily, We don’t
have mach troublo with the Mexicans because of lack of sobriety,

The Mexicans are more regular iz attendanee at work than Negroes. The
Negroes want only s little money and to dress well and o sleep; they’re not
ambitions for work., Omne foreman now says when requisitioning labor, **Send me
3 good Mexican or an experienced caxing man.’? The Mexicans compare favorably
with others es is oniput, But they don’t seem to get beyond the job thay’re
doing. They wani more money, but don’t want to leam othsr jobe; they like
to etick to the old jobs they know. The majority of Mexicans who are discharged,
are discharged for smoking, incompetency, or disobeying instructions. I’ve never
dizchasged a Mexican for intoxication.

Three employment men pointed out the ‘‘adaptability’” of the
Mexicans, in that they wonld accept disagreeable work more readily
than others, even than the Negroes. Interestingly, the Mexieans
worked readily in temperatures of 10° below zero.

The Mexicans work in the hide celiars, freerers, and sweet pickle departmenis
where there are disagreeable conditions, evil smells, ste. We found the Maxicans
adaptable. .

In some departments the foremen ask for them now: im the hide ecellars, the
sweel pickle, glue, and refrigersting departments. The Negrees say it’s cold, and
vory few go. The Mexicans like the cold snd ask for it. It pays a litils beiter.
They also work in the hide cellars and fertilizer dopartment. They go there mors
readily than the colored; the Mexicans don*t know the other [less disagreeabls}
departments so well yet.

SteEL Muas AND FOUNDRIES

In studying the morthward migration of Mexicang, their penetra-
tion into the steel mills is of particular inferest. At most of the mills
which employ them in Isrge numbers they were regarded as satis-
factory employees. The relatively more favorable judgments on Mexi-
can laborers expressed in the steel than in the meat-pecking industry
undoubtedly reflects the greater dependence of the former on Mexican
and of the Istter on Negro Isbor. In the steel industry, as in others, it
is probable that race antipathies of employers and relative content-
ment of employees of various nationalities 25 well as their produetive
capacities entered into these judgments. Illustrative of the more
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eordial views are the statements of an employment mansger and
a rolling mill superintendent, healf of whose department was Mexican:

Our foremen are getting to like the Maxicana. As the rolling department fore-
msn said recently, *The Mexicans are all right; I'm more sold on them eovery
ésy.”? The boiler-house foreman now won’t have anyone except Mexicans, Ttalians
ara not good steel labor; not as good aa the Mexicans, Mexicans stand the heat as
woll as anyoms, or even better. They are getting into pretty good jobs in the
steel industry. : -

The Mexicans arg not infarior $o the others in cleanliness. 'Weo used to white-
wash around the Foles® houses hecause of unecleanliness. The Mexicans uss
showers more proportionntely than do the others. They always pay back our Good
Fellow Club logns, aad that’s more than some of our whitée do. And they are
vory grateful: one of them came back several times o thank me for a loan, smying
his wife kept insisting that he return to thank me.

The Mexicans are the best class of labor we get now. They ure beiter than
the colored or the south Eurcpeans, though not than the cld morth Earopeans,
They are & nice class of people to handle. If the American people will just treat
them right, we’ll have & fine class of people and a fine class of labor. They stand
heat well and stand hard work. We find a number of big strong Mexicans who
sre as able as the others to ¢ the work requiring strength. They are honest and
trustworthy.

The employment manager of one of the largest works said:

The foremen liked the Mexicans from the first because of their nnsatisfactory
experience with the Negroes and shifting whites; they say: '‘Give us iome more
Moxicans. ’’ The Mexicans are better than the Negrees; they ate no good Wo
replace the Negroes gradually by Mexicans, but the Negroos we refain ars good
workmen. The Mexicans are grateful and honest. I advanced 35 to them in
Kansas City for their lodging or food for the day before shipment; they came
to me offering to pay back the 15 or 20 cemts per man after they had received
wages in Chicago. They bave all paid back their loans from the Good Fellow Club,
I think the Mexican is & ‘‘safe’’ man. He dossn’t jump when the foreman talks
te him 88 some of the Europeans used to jump; he moves over to do what he is
told, but without jumping; consequently he is safer. The Mexicans study their
rule books on safefy carefully. Their absentoeism is not high. The Mexican wants
to work. Our open hesrth furnace is only an overflow furnace; but many Negrees
will wait around just for that irregular work., But the Mexicans want steady
work. They buy good quality things snd put their money in the bank, or send
it back to Moxico to pay their folks' debts, or repay the loauns which they used to
eome to ihe United States.

A works superintendent observed :

The Merxicans are clean and well dressed. They are guiek and slert; they get
out of the way of thirga coming toward them. They may not be quite sueh pood
workers on heavy work as some Evropeans because they are not so large and
strong, but they are steadier. And thsy sve not so servile as some Europeans.
If I go out in the mill, they may lock af me and say good morning, but they
don't oringe and gurry aa some of the Europeans do. I don’s like men whe do it,
just besause I am boss. I wast men who csn stand on their own feet.
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The general view of Mexican laborers in the large sieel mills that
have had the most experience with them, then,; was distinctly favor-
gble. More often than not they were regarded as superior to Negroes
and southern Europeans. Mexicans were usually said to he honest,
trustworthy, steady, clean, and safe workmen who stand heat well. The
jndgments might bave been less favorable some years earlier before
mechanization had progressed so far in the elimination of work requir-
ing physicel strength, yet this is not entirely certain. While the state-
ment that Mexicans are often small was several times made in
objection to them in foundries, one steel executive pointed out that
‘“Some of the Mexicans are strong, even though not large’’; and
another called attention to the faet, already noted, that mechanization
has greatly reduced the need for great physical strength. Particularly
interesting in comparison with statements frequently heard soncern-
ing Mexican laborers in their own country or in southwestern agri-
culture that the more they are paid the less they will work, were the
statements that ahsenteeism of Mexicans in the steel mills, with wages
several times as great, is less than average for the plant. Figures
available from one siecl mill confirm this strongly. For the twelve-
month period ending March 31, 1928, the average number of turns
Jlost per month per man on the payroll was 949; the average for
Mexicans was only .665. The aversge monthly separation rate, on
the other hand, was 5.25 per cent for the plant, and 7.84 for the
Mexicans, showing their greater mobility., In view of the fact that
they are largely common lzborers, eomprising the elastic element in
the lahor supply, their higher separation rate is to be expected.

Another measure of the stability of Mexican employees is pre-
sented in table 16, which is a composite of data from a steel plant,
meat-packing plant, and foundry. Nearly one-fiftk of the Mexicans
employed in 1928 had begun their service with their respective plants
between five and six years earlier. Nearly two-thirds had begun
service more than two years earlier.

There are of course employers who do not rate Mexican laborers
50 highly as the persons quoted above. At one steel plant comparable
to the others, which employed a fairly large Mexican force, it was
said, for example, that: ) ' _

The Mexicans are slow and dull. They cause more than their proportion of
Patolities. The Mexisans don’t understand English and are of low intelligence;
or, if not, the langrage difficulty makes them seem so. The south and east Eore-

peans are better than tho Mexicans. The Itsliane are geod, though the Sicilians
are t00 tamperamental. We take Mexicans only when no one elss is swvailable.
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The others have gone iz for them; we have not. Perhaps they get some betier
Mexicans for that reason, They evidently decided they wanted to rely on Mexi-
cany; we don’t except when we have t0. We may do it some years heace if we
bave to. Probably the reason is the dilferemt poliey of different companies.

This attitude was atypieal of steel men. The employment meanager
of another large plant teok a middie view, both commending and
eriticizing Negro and Mexican Iaborers:

The Negroes shine in coke oven work where there is much dust, heat, ete.
The Mexicans are not as good as the Negroes in standing the heat, They are not
a§ strong as the Negroes.

The Mexicans are mot very intelligent; they are about like boys. Bat the
Moxicans will move vp from menisl labor like the rest. They are sieadier, and as
they get assimilated to American ways they will be better than the average
Negroes—althongh the Negroea 1{0 have are good. -

» TABLE 18

LENGTE OF SERVICE WiTH THEmR PLANTs OF 1,681 MEXICANS EMPLOYED BY THRED
LirGE Prawre mv Basic INDUsTRIES oF CIRCAGO AND
: e CAaLuMEY REGioN, JO28%

Year
Years service began Number Per cent
Legs than 1 1828 299 178
12 1927 317 188
2-3 T 1926 319 9.0
34 1625 134 8.0
43 i 1924 234 139
56 1923 308 - 184 .
-7 1922 34 1.9
7-8 021 4 2
89 1920 22 13
8-16 181¢ 4 2
16-11 1918 3 3
11-i2 1917 6 p—
12-13 1916 1 " 3
Total 1,881 1000

* Datn obtained from Chicago plant, Swift & Conmpany; South Works, Illinois
Steel Company; and McCormick Works; covering $3.4 per cent of all Mexicans
employed. In ¢ombining the data from three plants it was necessary to assume
arbitrarily that persons originally employed, for oxample, in 1026, had been ’
employed between two and three years; although in individual instances thin may
involve some ervor, the distortion of the table as a whols is probably alight.

Reports on Mexican labor in large foundries were not so favorable
&s those from the steel mills. Employment men at two foundries gaid
that they were not hiring more Mexicans in the foundries, although
they might use them for other types of common laber. Said ome
of them:
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‘Wa find the colored workers are better in the foundries. The work is hot and
heavy, and there are mo spells as in steel. We have & better selection among
eolored workers, for more of them are employed in other foundries than Mexicans
[therefore, more Negroes have had experience]. But the Mexicans nve better then
the colored as to turnover and abwenteeism. The Negroes want their money all
the time; the Mexicans don’t care if they never get paid. We have sclocted the
strongest Mexicans and they stick here. They know that if they sre once laid off
they won’t be falken on again here. The managemant hers doesn’t want them,
We now have a good labor market, so we can replace the Mexicans with mors
desirable labor. They are slow-motioned; they don’t get into piece work; they
are not good on machines and in sssembling work. Also, we have Polish, Anstrian,
and Lithuanign foremen whoe prefer their own people. Besides, ths Mexicana don't
assimilato as to language or citizenship. Perhaps one reason X— [at 8 steel mill}
spoaks well of them is thai he brought them in and feels respoasible for their
success. They’re net healthy and well fod; they are much better after thay have
been employed here & time and got fed up.

’

The observation that the Mexicans ‘“are better workers when they
get fed up’’ was made three or four times in the Chicago-Glary region;
the same view had been expressed occasionally in other paris of the
United Btates with reference to Mexicans engaged in track Isbor. It
is probably founded on fact, The employment man at a third foundry,
also with considerable experienece with Mexicans, was not favorable
to Mexican foundry labor:

‘We can’t use small men in the foundry znd wany of the Mexicans are small
Some foremen say thsy can’t get the preduction gut of the Mexicans. When
employment slackens, the Mexicans are the first ones off. They are not Ameriesns.
It’s not a good time to replace with other labor, however, becanse yon are likely
te just be getiing somebody else’s ineflicient laber.

Ata small. foundry with a half-dozen Mexican employees, however,
the Mexicans were well regarded by the foreman:

My three laborers are B8 good as any I have., They are better than the
Italinne; they sre not sassy; they do as you tell them. The colered are sassy, too.
I Bke the Mexicans,

I have made three molders from lsborers. One here mow is a good molder,

one of my besi. His output in beiter than aversge. I would tesch molding to
any Mexican who ssks, The trouble is that they sre usually afraid of molten
iron; that is why they stay oa the tracks.
At another foundry it was stated that Negroes were employed there
in preference to Mexicans because the Negroes bad experience. “‘But
from the standpoint of eapaeity and intellect the Mexicans are prefer-
able.”” '
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The variation from plant to plant in proportion to Mexican
employees depends on a variety of factors. Generally it was the larger
plants whick undertook fo import labor when local supplies were
diminished and whieh consequently enrolled the largest proportions
of Mexicans. Also the types of labor operations at different plants
vary somewhai and require different properﬁons' of common labor;
at the time of this study the proportion of Mexican immigrants af
the grade of common lahor was larger than in most of the other immi-
grant nationalities. The personal attitades of management, whether
preconceived or based upon experience, affect very materially the
proportions of different nationalities in each plant. Thus, somse prefer
Negroes, and others prefer Mexicans for common laboer. These atti-
tudes are subject to change, as, for instance, that of one of the steel
men whose very favorable opinion of the Mexicaus was quoted earlier.
In 1920, eight years before I talked with him, he had reported to &
fellow employment manager that ‘‘ The Mexicans do not prove satis-
factory, but they are the best we can get. They are unsteady, slow,
lazy, and want their money all the time.”” Objeetions of present
ewployess to introduction of, or to working beside, another nationality,
examples of which will be given later, are sometimes recognized by
management, perhaps at {imes even exsgperated, and so they operate
as a bar to its employment; more often, however, these objections
are overridden.

The preference of management for different nationalities among
its employees, for variety's sake, also sometimes plays a part. Of this
preference, which applied sometimes o the plant as & whole, some-
times even to departments and groups, the following instances were
noted in statements of persons connected with management:

At & foundry, it was asid, **The Mexicans were first employed here 1o dilute
colored labor.”’ At & large stesl products works the superintendent said, ** When
we got [up to 10 per cent colorsd) employees, I said [to ths employment manager],
N¢ more colored without discussion.’ I got the colored pastors to send colored
men whom they could guarantee would not organize and wers not bolsheviks, and
when & Negro brought another Negre to the plant I told him if the asw man
wasn’'t as good na he was, I would let both of them gv.’” Commenting on the
figures which showed the proportion of Mexicsn employees to be similarly
stabilized, he aaid, ‘“You ocan say that this company has decided by malice afore
thought to keep Mexicans at about & certain percentage of its employees.”! A
packing houss executive stated: *‘The first Moxicans that eame to ua came
with a gang leader and insisted on going to work together in the ‘freezer.? Then
28 soon &8 the gang leader got s better job, he moved them all awsy. So now we
don’t bunch them up auy more.’’ A foundry executive, whose plaxt in this region
employed very few Maxicans, had & somewhat differont policy: “*'We don’t try
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to favor sny one natiopality. We fry to keep them balaneed; we seem fo get
along better that wey. But we do let them work in gangs in the same depart-
ment.’” An employment mansger of a plant whick at the time was increasing
its proportion of Mexican employees ond decreasing the proportion of Negroes
stated: /It isn’t good to have all of one nationslity; they will gang up on you,
even the Beoteh. We have Negroes and Mexicans in & sort of competition with
each other, Ii is @ dirty trick, but we den’t have work that will breek & man
down, and we don’t ask him to do more than he can. The competition is chiefiy
& meaiter of sicediness on the job, not taking off exira holidays, ote.’” A steel
mill exeentive said: ** The nationality reports are seful in times of labor trouble,
and we try to keep the different nationalitics peattered.’’ An assistant employ-
ment masager in & large plant stated: /1 believe in splitting them up. Then they
don’t get to feeling as though they owned ths place and that you are depending
on them. Bome of sur foremen like the Mexicans and ask for them. But we
oceasionslly send them a colored or other man for the gang. We feel we have
& right to do thet.””

"With reference to these, and similar practices, it was broadly
stated by & merchant in the steel distriet in 1928 and a social worker
coneerned with the unemployed in 1924, that the Mexicans were
desired by industrial employers as a sort of ‘‘strike insuranee’’:*®

The Mexicans come in aad go out. The factorice and mills want to have as
many ground as possible to prevent strikes; if there are & couple of thoussad
waiting for & job, those who are working won’t strike.

Most of the lerge employers employ a. fow Mexicans; they usuelly employ a
few of the newest, lowest class of laborers to help keep down wages and aveid
sirikes, -

That the policy of maintaining nationalities in certain propor-
tions st any given time is sensed by Mexican employees is indieated,
for example, by the comment of one of them on his experience in the
employment office of a steel works:

Of & group in the smployment office they chose enly oas Mexican. They have
a certain pervemtage of Negroes and Mexicang and they smpley them only in
thess proportiona.

The range of opinion among employers of Mexicans presented in
the preceding sections reflects the various attitudes which prevailed
in 1928, The attitudes are important per se; the rationslity, or
foundation in experience, of these 8pinions is not a primary concern
here. As estimates of the ultimate industrial capacities of Mexican
Isborers with greater experience, training, and selection, they are not
generally reliable, particularly those judgments which are adverse or
set limits to the capacities of Mexican laborers: The favorable judg-
ments, combined with the statistics of inereasing wse of Mexicans in

58 800 alsgo scetion on Collective Action.
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industries of the Chicago-Gary region, are sufficient to show that
Mexiean laborers bave demonstirated their capacity in industry, which,
under conditions of brisk labor demand, has competed with agriculiure
to atfract their serviees.

LABOR RELATIONS—ATTITUDES OF MEXICANS

The *‘cash nexns’’ is the principal deterrnining factor in the seale
of job preferences among Mexieans in the Chicago-Gary labor mar-
ket, although of course other considerations also partly - determine
the vccupation of any individual Mexican. A Mexican clerk in 2
Madison Street employment agency indicated the general opinion
which favors steel, packing, and frack employment in the order
nemed :

The Mexicane like steel work best, but they have io know some English
bossuse thero you work by yourself; but on the exirs gangs on the railread you
don’t have to know Englich, The Maxicans like the packing houses; if I had
packing house jobs, and no other sgency had them to offer, all the Mexicans

*wonld come to me.

The analysis of 2 steel worker is illuminating of the attitude of
““foot-loose’’ single men:

It is not & question which industry they prefer, but mainly twe other things.
It is, *“Where ean I find work soonest?’” and *‘Where do they pay the beast$??
Now when they come here they like to work for the X steel products company
becange it pays best; but if there i no work poon, they will work at the stesl
mills or the car repair plant, They keep away from the ear repair plant [where
wages are lowest] as long as they ean. But even that is better than .the track,
The track is one of those places of last resort. As for the beet fislds, they are
only for those in despair and the greemhorns that ¢ome up from Mexico.

These judgments represent the dominant opinion. However, many
individuals have reasons for both liking and disliking their partieular
Jjobs, in whatever industry, or indeed, for an entirely different scale
of preferences for themselves. The variations, as well as the general
opinions, will appesr in the quotations which follow,

The general tenor of opinion concerning their work in the stesl
mills is illustrated by these statements of Mexicans?

They like it even though it is herd and hot. It is steady and pays well, The
Moxicans like steel becanse it is warm in winter. Tt is too warm in summer, but

they keep the job sc thoy will !tave it in winter, Steel is the hardest, but it pays
the best mnd is steadiest,

The work is very hot in the open hearth, but it is the best im winter. It pays
well, sometimes $7 and $8 9 day.
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For many Mexicans, however, who constituted the elastic element in
the labor supply, steel employment was not steady. Indeed, it was a
young Mexican on his way to work at the very mills referred to in
the first of the preceding quotations who made the complaint:

Wages [earnings] are low here. Yes, 52 conts an hour is good—if you have s
job at all,

For others, the work was too heavy or otherwise objectionable?s
Then there were those who thought longingly of the life on the
family ranche in Mexico during times of peace. Three young Mexicans
on their day off from the mills strolling along the sireets of South
Chicago, dressed fashionably in a manner reminiscent of the Filipinos
of California, said they had come to the United States to make money
and had done it but ‘‘the work was too heavy.” They would rather
Live in Mexico, even with less money, “‘when it gets guieter there.”’

There were some who preferred employment at the packing houses
despite some acknowledged advantages of the steel mills. Said one
of them:

They like the packing houses better than steel because there is not so much
herd work. In & [steel producis] factory there is ne sating for eight hours. They
pay pises work in gangs and the others hollor at him if one wants to stop.
Another Mexiean pointed out other advantages of the packing houses,
indieating appreciation of the effort {o &tabilize employment:

There is steadier work in the stockyards than at the foundries. You can get
work at the stockyards after two or three days off, but not &t the foundries.
Also they guarantee forty hours of work s week at the stockyards. I never got s
guaranty paymend but I know some who have.

‘What some Mexicans found satisfactory, others did net like. For
example, one laborer who had been working steadily for t{wo years
on the night shift in the freezer, said: :

I like the work because it ia regular and pays well It is ¢old and hard, but
T ean stand it. We work from four in the afternoon till twelve, one, or even as

late as three or four in the morning. I& is very hard to sleop at times, but I
got used to it.

But other Mexicans thought the freezer was ‘‘too cold,”’ or objected
to alternate heat and cold. The disagreeable character of some jobs
at the packing houses and other places was noted but acceptance was
more or less obligatory.

The frst Mexicans in the packing houses worked in the glus faetory. It was
& smolly job hui they had fo fake i,

" 30 8ep, for example, pp. 260, 261, 866.
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Even work on the tracks snited gome best, particularly if steady
work on a section. The man who spoke most enthusiastically about
track work was one who, having experienced the hardships of unem-
ployment, found security for his family at one of the box car camps
in the Chicago area:

I like the work at the steel mills. Tt pays well; it is very hot and heavy but
I eould stand that, Then I was laid off; T did not have work for three months
a3 I was desperate. Finally I landed bere; I have boen here four years.

The track work does not pay so well bat it is steady. Out hero we get cur
coal and water free. That mmker it very nice in the winter, I remember very
often how we would suffer from lsck of heat in the winter. In the aummer we
have ice and that is a great luxury. We have no renf bill to pay and that makes
it very much better than in fown. There is slways plenty of fresh air and
sunghine and the childven like it here becanse they can play in the open conntry.

The complaint that work on the frack was too hard in comparison
with other oecupations was made to us only by a Mexican who was
then operating a small restaurant. The liberty of traek work was
praised by one who preferred it in this respect to industry:

There in one good thing about working on & rallroad section. Oa most of them-
¥ou can puff s cigareite once in a while, but if you work in a factory, it is
¢ No smoking?” all over the plaee. I don’t envy thoee at the packing houses or
stecl plants oven if they have steady work. I like & little Hberty.

This was a point of ‘some importance to the group gathered in the
pool hall on Canzl Street who ““reminisced’’ concerning the practices
of different foremen:

‘Thers waa ono foreman on the Northwestern who would not let ns smoke while
on duty. Ha told us we were being paid for working and not for smoking; if
wo wanted to smoke, we had a Jot of time after the work wase through. ¥ou can
imagine how mueh time we have affer working ten hours, then two hours for our
meals, and by the time we wash up it is time to go t6 bed. We work pretty hard
and heve to turn in early or they will be carrying us to the hospital,

Yes, they are afraid that if soms officisl paxses by on the itrain mnd sees us
smoking they will think that is all we da. Those fellows never did a lick of hard
work in their lives; thai’s whby they think smoking on the track is a waste of
time, Let them do it once and see. .

But, as a Mexiean with & family who worked on the track acknowl-
edged, **The town Mexicans sort of look down on us. They are much
more prosperous.”’ Or another, who had worked in many paris of
the United States from Texas to the steel mills of Pennsylvania, and
who bad enlisted in the United States army during the war, observed:

Now if I atill want to do Tough and unskilled work I can always ship out

any night or day to the railroad camps or the beet fields. But that in & waste of
time and pgets you nowhors,
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The preceding quotations, like others applying to jobs in steel
and packing industries, emphasize that, together with the rate of pay,
steadiness of employment was a great desideratum with the Mexicans.
To a large proportion of them in the Chicago-Gary region unemploy-
ment and under-employment were reelities which they had constantly
to face and frequently to experience. Both men with families and
those without were affected. A young gingle Mexican, an Indian type
hand shoemaker from Michoacdn whom I met on the streets of South
Chicago, had found no employment at his eraft, for in the United
States shoes are made by machine; he had worked varying, but con-
siderable lengths of time in the sugar-beet fields, on the tracks, in &
steel mill, His plaint was like that of my another in a similar
gituation:

1 want same work for two, three yeers in same place. Then I can buy
clothing and food. If I haven’t money I know anocther check is coming. I want
work because I must have money in winter. If I have no money, I die of cold
or starve in Chicago.

There were also the pathetie efforts of age and youth fo circumvent
by subterfuges the selective practices of employment men and thus
t0 secure work. A Mexican on Ashland Avenue told his story:

Here they will not give 2a oild man work. T sm strong but my hair and
mustachs are gray. Oneo I fooled them; I put my cap over my ears, down, and
I got a job. But they scor Jet me go. There is littie for an old man to do. I
dmsmpa&pu!anmdg&mymmamﬂwfmm I live with some
friends; they sre kingd to me,

When the father of a family died in the beet fields of Michigan, the
family eame to Chicago, where they soon became a charge upon the
charities near the stockyards. However, the oldest boy, 16 years of
age, was eager to contribute to their support. Said his mother:

Porfiric thinks that he could find & job if only ke had = suit of overalls and
jumper, He says that all tha men st the packing house wesar overslls snd jumpers.
Overalls and jumper would meke him look bigger; he is as big as most
Merxican men.

There was 8 tendency among Mexicans in the Chicago-Gary region
to drift away from employment in the sugar-beet fields if they could
seeure industrial employment. There were the usual attraetions of
industry and urban life and we heard the familiar complaints sgainst
sugar-beet work and the conditions surrounding it: that it was ardu-
ous, the earnings low, the housing bad, the relations with employers
unsatisfactory., Their unemployment during the winter was also a
eause of distress. It was such an important factor in bringing them
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upon the charities, that at least one district worker, and probably
others, advised them agamst return to the beet fields. As this mager
of charities in a district with a large Mexican colony said:

When the Merxicans come 0 us we say, ‘*Trr to get yourmel? a steady job.

Dor’t ever go to the beet fields again. Your children are out of school, you have
Bo furpiture, aud no winter jobs.’' We recommend the stockyards fo them. We
would also like to get them sway from seasonal railroad work. If they woerk
steadily for the same railroad they csn get work im the winter, but if not, we
try to get them o fastory job.
As long as there is lasber demand with seasonal fluctuations, and
assuming that the advice is followed (probably it often merely rein-
forees an existing preference), the effect of this counsel is to inerease
the Mexican eolony in the city and to bring fresh seasonal recruits
from the Southwest the following year.

Food was a problem of labor relations only for those Mexicans
who worked on extra gangs of railroads, or as single men in the beet
fislds. On some extra gangs the commissary company provides board;
on others, the men buy supplies and do their own eooking, sometimes
individually, sometimes cooperatively in small groups. Whether or
not beard is furnished is, therefore, a very important, sometimes
deciding factor in aceeptance or rejection of a partieular job. Witk
a variety of tastes, cooks, and eompanies providing board, there was
an equal variety of opinion, ranging from high praise of some camps
to bitter condemnation of others. Two track workers looking over the
listings of jobs of the Canal Street agencies gave us in succession the
range of experience and preference:

I bave worked in some preity good eamps. In Missouri st one eamp whers
the bozrd was fine, the foreman wse a jolly good Iristunan, whe came to talk
to us and learn Spanish after supper. We had a goed Chinese cook and he
cartainly knew what we wanted and guve it fo ua. On tho other hand, I have been
in other eamps whers the food was »e poor it made ue sick. There was one eamp
out of 8t Louie whero the food was sc bad alk of us had stomach trowble all the
time. Many had to leave en that sccount; I stayed fen days and then I left.
In tho other camp most of us stuck till the extra gang broke up,

I prefer boarding, on the whols, to cuting meals by yourself or with some
others. Yon are always sure you will eat and you nearly always get emocugh. If
you go it alone, it always takos some time snd I would rather bave that time fo
spend smoking and resting in the evaning. When I am through with my work I
waut to be through and not ha.ve_ te work mors even if it is for myself,

His friend who came up during the ee_m'ersation was of an opposite
viewpoint:

It s my iden that when you go out to work om the track [with extra gangs]
or the beot fields, you can always take care of yourself beet. In the first plaes,
it doee not take over fen or fifteen minutes to fix up somsething for yourself. You
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esn always meke soms bread or tortillas, fry some chops, or make some good sonp,
You can buy good Mexican things from stores you know and have your choice
for a nies menl. It is always best on the section, if you are near town, to boerd
with a family of Mexicans you know, even if you have to walk. That solves your
troubles and you always eaf well with them. There are always some around; it
is easy fo find them.

Sometimes there was the problem of preference for aceustomed foods
mingled with the complaints of eamp board. For example, four Mexi-
cans along Canal Street liked their Italian foremsn on the section
where they had last worked but they objected to the food:

They must think we wre Ytalinns or Greeks; ¥ it wusn’t macaroni and
spaghetti, it was roast beef and polatoes. Never any gravy with the meat;
everything was dry and mever sny fruit. No wonder Pancho got sick sating that
stuff. I hope I never have t0 eat those dry roast beef sandwiches for lumeh
gny mora, ; .

No speecial effort was made to ascertain the atfitudes of Mexican
1aborers toward the miscellanecus industrics which employed them.
A variety of reasons including both preference and necessity have led
Mexieans to seek such work. Without suggesting generalization, one
man’s experience of a type which perhaps would not readily come to
mind may be eited:

T like the work at the candy factory. It is very light. I do not like the work

at the stockyards; the odor there ig terrible. The eandy factory is hot but there
ia no bed oder; everything is kept spotlessly clean.

An opposite situation was described by the employment manager of
a tannery.
There was & Ligh turnover among the Mexicens when they were on cur wet

work, in the hide rooms, ete. They didn’t kike it and stayed only a short time.
They stay sll right on our finishing work, )

There was also objection to the dust in the atmosphere at a cement
plant, just as some objected to the dust and smoke of some steel work.
In the industrial life of laborers, the foreman is a very important
man, Frequently he is the object of the Mexicana’ criticism.?" At
the packing houses, for example, there was complaint, which, while
couched in the plural, had especial reference to a gertain foreman :
Themrkismhsrdan&ﬂiwhieinﬁhepmki&gphﬁh; years ago it
was much better, but now they drive you foc much. -It’s too mueh oz the go

all the time. All the nationalities have to work herd, but it seems to me that we
Mexicans get more thasm our share of the grief and abuse, The foremen koow

87 Bee nlao 1I, 15.
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that ws know very litile or no English. They make us work exira hard and we
get the bad jobs. Thom they ecurse us more than the reet; bocause they think we
de not understand. But thoy make = mistake; we rescut it deeply.

‘When this complaint was mentioned to the plant employment man-
ager, he corroborated it as to the particular foremen, indicated that
the company had meted out discipline for it, and eited smother
illustrative grievaneca:

I know the foreman; hs cussea them all, We have laid him off for a week
several times. He i one of the beet foremen we have; ke makes money for the
eompany, '

Ono Mexican whe sould not talk Englich eame back to me during the morning,
asked for paper, and wrote out his grievance, The foreman, thinking that this
man gnd the other Mexicans with him could not mnderstand English, had told
another foreman ¢o give them such a job that they would quit. Bo instead of
asing them for moving wool, & light job for which they were hired, he sant them
to the vat room and gave them heavy, disagieeadle work. The resnlt was what
the foreman desired—namely, the men quit. But the foreman was reprimanded
for doing this.

Complaint was also made once of foremen of their own nationality:
They are hard taskmasters and drive you all the time. X do mot mind working

bué I will not be servile to them. And they want you to bo servile. X sm not
wsed to that.

Complaints were also made against foremen in a eement plant:

At the cement plant the dirtiest snd hardest work is given to the Mexicans,
There have heem fights inside the mill and the Mexican goes to jail

It iz sigmificant that Mexicans in the Calumet steel regiom, like
those in Bethlehem ®* sometimes noted a difference between the fore-
man and those above him t0 whose discipline he was subject. A steel
worker observed : .

The meyordomos make distinetions. They give the Mexicans the heavy wark
and the Polea susve work with better pay. The office makesy no distinction,
Another steel worker in another portion of the region, a small Indian
from Michoaedn, gave twe further iHustrations, both of grievances,
and of the distinction in the mind of the Mexicans between foremen
and company:

The compeny iz all right but they [the company] mever kuow what the fore-
men do. 'Whea you are employed, the safety man from the office tells you to do
sertain things even if the big boss from the office tells you to do something
eise; but some of the foremen tell you to do it anyway. If yon don’i, he gives
yom your time. But if you tell the superintendent who has to sign your alip, ke

gives the foreman hell and aends you back. But in four or five days the foreman
sy move you around and tsl you there iz mo more work {o do.

» I, 15.
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A lot of the foremen teke $5 or $10 from mon to get them good jobs at the
mill. That is the way the znew men get good jobs and we get moved to other
jobs. The compsny is all right. - If you ge to the company and tell them he
gots hell. They discharged two foremen s week ago for taling money.

And another Mexican, referring to the sale of jobs, similarly
exonerated the company:

They do not like it; they frown om it. They have publicly disgraced their
foremen and dissharged them for deing it

A detailed account of selling a job to Mexicans was told by an
American:

Théy told X that he would get o job at the steel plant if he would ask for the
job and act as if he could spesk no English, He did so and was taken into & room
and told that if he would pay $10 & mouth they would fire someone ¢lse and give
him a joh.

Protest was made against a foreman who was said to have made a
place for his son as erane operator by reducing to common labor the
Mexican who had held the job.

The instances cited of foremen who cursed their Mexicans, gave
them *‘the dirtiest and hardest work,”” and sold jobs were typical of
the ecomplaints.®® Giving of tips in the form of momey, liquor, laber
on the foreman’s house, sale and purchase of raffle tickeis, were also
cited to me as means by which jobs were retained under pressure of
some foremen,

The good and bad opinions of foremen at the same plant were
mixed, yet. comprehensible:

‘Ifheymythsmaym‘dmmsttheﬁedmﬂhmﬂeﬁk I workad there for a
while; they wers all right théan,

The foreman is very good t0 my boys and they like him very much. They
think he is a fine man; ke likes the Mexicans very mach.

I work at the cement company. They trext the men right there. You do not
have the foreman on top of you sl the time, You are told what o do and you
do it. As long as you do nmo one bothers yo. I sweep up piles of rubbish and
eart them off,

On the track also, there were foremen for whom there was praise
and others for whom there was condemnation. Of the latter, two
were the subject of the following remarks on Canal Street:

10 Sgle of jobs at Ford’s in Detrolt was alao reported to us. Extra Ford
badges for sale st $10 each—with prices higher when the traffic wonld bear it—
weare exhibited to us, The usual method of first obtaining them was for a qualified
applieant to go through the routine of obteining employment several times, using
a different nhme each time, The managoment knew of puch practices and made
eforts to check them.
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Do you remember that foreman who had us work in his garden and eloan up
tha house after hours? If yon dida’t do it you didn't have to, bat you certainly
paid for it om the job the next day. He never ssked the Italians or the Irish
to do it. It was always us and he ealled us “‘amigozr’’! He cortainly was & hard
one to get slong with; I loft him sffer the Erat week.

Do you remember that old Irishman we worked for on the ...t You
remember how he would alvays work us ten, fifteen minufes over, oach night, and
it would never show on our chock, Well, the lust fellow I left on the ... &id

the same thing. I stayed only four days with him; I d:onldwork for nothingl
They ean’t get away with it with me any more.

An account of opposite {ype was of loyalty to an exira gang foreman
in Kansas:

A rail on our track was found by the roadmsster to be ons inch from the
end of another, 80 he fired the American foremsn., The Mexieans liked the fore-
man and strock nnless he should be returned. The roadmaster trisd to gut the
men out of tho ears, but thoy aaked for their chocks before they wounid get out,
#0 he gave ns our fime.

Other illustrations of both favorable and unfavorable sattitudes
toward foremen in various industries might be eited.

Employment agents, whether American or Mexican, are popular
“targets of aitaek by Mexican Isborers and the Mexican press in the
United States. This was true in Chicago as it was slong the Rio
Grande. The most vigorous charges which we encountered in Chicago
appeared in Merico. The following editorial attacked the employment
district as centers of demoralization of Mexicans:

For the third time we raise our voice io warn the resident Mexican colony
of this city to close to the publis the notorious employment offices of Canal Btreet,
which are nothing but dens of marihnana smokers, guarded by dangaruusthwves,

centers of vagrancy and gambling both.

We don’t want the perversion of our people to go on for any reaaon,!aa.dm'g
them to the basest dagradation and giving an appearance of scani enlture in the
eyes of North Americans. 0

In s later editorial the employment practices themselves were the
subject of eomplaint. Although the editorial singles out an agency
staffed by Mexicans for special recommendation, it wad hardly two
weeks later when a respected Mexicam labor agent was accused of
fraudulently obtaining $3,000 in fees from his countrymen for work
which did nof exist.** Later, however, & court in Mexicae aequitted the
agent of this charge. '

 March 7, 1925.
A1 October 27, 1928,
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‘We hear from time £o time complaints about the tricks of which many Mexicans
who come to this eity to look for work are victims, and to get which they find
they bave to go to employment agemcies. The system of coliecting for a job
which afterward is not given to the applicant is vot exclugive with Chicago, nor
is it anything sew for us tc be murprised at. The fact is that the vietim pays
for the work offered him, whether he gets it or not, the Iatter heing most eommon,

We rocommend that those secking work in this way walk with feot of Ioad aad
mot go on being fooled The only way te stop theso shameless swindles is to
avoid the pleces where they are committed. Let them pay for work when they
have it, and be sure that it isn’t something hollow; until then, hands cut of your
pockets!

We do not want to say that this scheme is used by all the employment offces.
There are many places where no one is decsived and all sgreements are fulfilled.
Wa know of one of these at 631 West Mzdison Strect, where the entire personnel
is Mexican and sl proceedings are strietly honorable and what is promised is done,

Bhun the plnces whers they promise mach and give nothing.s

There was also the charge against two steel plants that they main-
tained an unnecessarily large flow of Mexican labor from Canal Street
agencics. A Mexican who made the complaint against one said:

I work st the X compary when there is work [ie., when hired}; and for me
that is only three or four dsys in ogch half month, I am getting despernte. I
ean’t support my family on just that. If things do not improve, I will have to
ask for zid scon. If I could work regularly that is all I would ask for,

Soms work there regnlariy but many are laid off and put on from time to time.
I think it’s because the bald-headed old fellow is working in eshoots with his
brother in Chicapo, who has an employment ageney up on {anal Street. He sends
down Mexieans after charging them $5 for the job. They come down, work twe
or three days, and are then Iaid off; more come down, and so0 it goes, The town
is full of men without jobs. They even fire some of the old-timers to make way
for these employment agency men. I don’t think that is feir and right to ue
I have been here since 1821 and I worked siendily until lsst year when that fellow
got into the employment office. I’m sure the superintendent doss not know of it

A statement about the same company volunteered independently by
& reliable labor agent in the Madison Street distriet was corrobatory:
The X compeny keeps o flow of Maxicans, They make them get their jobe
throngh the office of & rolative of the man in the employment office of the eom-
pany and then split fecas. Thor won’t hirs them through the plant office; they
may ovan let some go to meke places for others empleyed throngh the Chieage
ofiice.
The plant superintendent fo whom I reported these statements
expressed emphatically his readiness to discharge the employee
regponsible for the offense if he could be accurately identified.
Agsainst another large plant it was charged that there was devious
connection between Living at a certain Mexican boarding house (which
closed a few days before our arrival), purchases on intallment of

" 42 October 10, 1828,
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shares of stock of a certain bank, and ability to obtain and hold a
job at the plant. With reference to the boarding house it was
reported, ‘‘ The Mexicans who stay there get & job. If they leave, they
are fired.”’ I wag informed of this not only in the Calumet region,
but heard the same acecount by & Mexican in Brownsville, Texas, who
had previously worked at the plant. To social workers, who, upon
complaint of & group of Mexieans, had taken up with the management
of the mill this and other forms of exploitation, & hearing was granted,
and the superintendent offered to discharge guilty employees. On
the day of the hearing, however, not a single Mexican eomplainant
would appear as 2 witness, and the hearing ended without proof of
the charge, the executive warning that the next time a complaint was
presented, the social workers should be sure of their facts. A Mexican,
when questioned afterward concerning failure io appear to support ,
complaint, said: ““We're afraid. I bave a family and children and
if I go they’ll take my job from me.”

But even were there no question of persenal dishonesty, the impor-
tant fact of the maintenance of s large casual reserve about the indus-
tries remained. Mexicans, particularly those with families, hesitated
to leave this casual fringe and ehung to its precarious opportunities,
lest they sink with their families to the even more casual railrcad
Izbor market:

The eonstant uneertainty of work im ome of the things that makes this part of
town so unsettled and uncertain. They sre always puttisg o2 new men and
lotting them off. They go ou and off, not one or two at a time, but in greal
numbers. Thers are & lot of men who work there overy other day and soms less.
They do not Hke that as they can barely live and they dave not Ioave becaumse the
only other place they can go to is the track or the beet fields. '

I have always lived in the eity. I can be shipped any night o a job on the
pection or to the beet fields., That would separate me from my family and they
reed me and I want to be with them, Bince we have lived in the city for a0
long we have made a home hore and bought things here and there and while we
could all move to a section it would be a great deal of trouble and sxpenss. The
work on the section might sad any day and we wonld have to move cur effects
back to the eity: That might repeat itself over and over sgein. I do not Like
%o see it start. Work in the eity so far has kopt our family together and that
is why I would wait a lttle to get it here.

While the outery agsinst unemployment and under-employment
even as early as 1928 was insistent and at times despairing, there
were also those who found irregularity and seasonality of employment
not unaccepiable. This was particularly true of solor on the track
many of whom like to move about the country with the seasons. Said
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one of them who, during five years, had worked from Texas to
Michigan:
Track work is nice in the summer but I would zather be in the city or down

south in the winter. I ususlly Jand a job down there during that seeson. You
can alwsys get & job on the section or the exira gang, se I don’t worry.

It is probable that we made contact among the Mexican sugar
beet workers with a seleeted group likely to yield more than the aver-
age proportion of dissatisfied persons, for the employment does offer
the attractions of family lsbor, and this doubtless would have been
expressed more frequently had this investigation been conducted in the
beet ficlds during the season of employment. A Mexican social worker
reported, ‘‘Some Mexicans like beets because they can have chickens
and pigs, ete., and live like they live in Blexico.”’ In the immediate
presence of the competing and superior attractions of city and indus-
try, with winter unemployment often the last memory associated with
beet-field labor, and many of the beet workers already departed when
we made our inquiries, the unfavorable aspects of that occupation
loomed largest. Agents handling suger-beet laborers of course
opposed the drift cityward. Omne agent was reported to have dis
paraged as ‘‘wise Mexicans’’ those who after experience in the United
States would no longer aceept beet work.

Another agent .whe handied sugar-beet and railroad Isborers
proposed even government action to stop the drift to industry:

The government should not allow the Maxicans to work in steel and other
industries. They taks jobs there that belong fo white men, The Mexicana should
be kept for migratory labor. The Mexicans are getting independent; when they
ean work in steel end other industries they won’t work on the railroads.

The attitude of Mexicans toward the hours of the working day and
week varied. Some Mexieans complained against the fen-hour day.
As one Mexican cbserved:

They complain against ten hours’ work, but in Mexice they work longer hours
for less money. -

‘While naturslly none wanted unemployment to the point of distress,
there were those who did not care to work regulsrly every day, and
there were those who did. Said ome of a group of young Mexican
steel workers:

Somo Mexicans work seven days @ woek, becsuse they wish to, but we prefer

to 'work six days. Somse prefer three or four days snd tcem to like to promenads
on the stroets the other days.
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An employment manager all of whose jobs were of eight hours’
duration, said:

Wo used to get & good many Mexicans from X ecompany, especially when they
bad the I12-hour day.

The leader of a group of track workers, secking jobs on Canal Street,
advised his followers:

Let’s look around first and see if we can't get something for eight hours, All
they have around here eall for ten hours and I don’ like that, And work Sunday,
too. They must think we are mon of iron that need mo reet. We are not slaves
bat they acen to think so, Well, let’s go.

But there was also a Mexican who, like the workers Judpge Gary cited
against abolition of the 12-hour day, complained agsainst the reduction
of hours from 10 to 9 per day, not because of shorter hours, of course,
but because of reduced pay. After citing incressingly strict employ-
ment practice at a cement plant in respect to knowledge of English,
physical examinations, and possession of immigration papers, he
added:

Then to top it all they have cut the hours. Befors, we worked ten hounrs and
made $4.40, and we could live and get by. Now they have made it nine hours
and we got but $3.98. It’s a hard life for us, indeed

Many Mexieans worked on the night shifts; these were less desired
than day shifts, and one Mexiean, weighing work and pleasures, told
us that he gave up his job rather than accept night work:

T did not like to work nights, so, when the week same for me to work nights,
Ilaid off. I suppose some other needy fellow with a family worked in my place.
I did not work for then I would lose out on the dancee and partics.

In order to improve industrial relations varions plang have been
established in some of the planis in which Mexicans of the Chicago-
Gary region are employed. There was evidence from statements of
Mexicans that some of these were appreciated by them,

The guaranty of minimum weekiy employment at’ the larpe packing houses
ke boen noted earlier. An Indian from Michoschn knew that his steel plant had
‘g good plan, to take 7 per cent of your monsy, and the company gives some if
you stay, and in five years you will have over $2,000.7’ At another steel plent
wo were told, **We have insursnce benefits, which cost us $1 a month; it’s pretiy
good. And we heve & Goed Fellow Club to which we pay 35 conte a month, It
belpa with the doetor if we are sick.’’ A foundry, noted among Mexicans for ita
good wages, alsc mado other appeals to their loyalty: ¢“X company is one of
the best sompenies for anybody in Chicage. They gave $500 to bury a Maoxican
Tverhaos for his eicknesa alsol and thev cive a 5 ner cent banun st Christmaa 3
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A very few plants employing Mexicans have employee representa-
tion systems. So far as eould be ascertained there had never been
any Mexican representatives. Ome reason is undoubtedly the cus-
fomary provision that employee representatives must be citizens of
the United States. Extremely few Mexicans qualify under this rule,
The obstacle of langunage is of course another factor. A Texas-
Mexican referred to his department in a packing house:

The Mexicans voted for a colored representative even though most of the
people in the department wore Mexican, Thers wsa a Mexican caadidate but he
could mot spesk English, '

However, Mexicaneg could usually vote for representatives and at one
plant at least they had utilized the representation plan to appesl
some of their cases, _

Occasionally American citizenship was required or was regarded
as 8 ground for preference in employment. This was generally
accepted stoically by the Mexicans; for example:

Axd why should they mot prefer their own peopie! They must protect them
and give them their best jobs even thongh thsy be inexperiemeed. After all, the
native sons were hers first, They do it in all countries.

One large plant required Mexicans seeking employment to show evi-
dence of legal enfry into the United States but this practice was very
exeeptional.

The fact that many DBMexicans bad entered the United States
illegally doubtless increased their timidity im raising protests. The
account of an Indian-type steel worker to this effect is typical of
what a good many have done upon suecessive entries to this country:

When I came to the United Siates the first time [1817] I had no momey.
There was & woman in Juarez who had money but could not read and write [and

therefore was ineligible becanss illiterate]. So I get a boatman and he rowed us
across the river, The next time I came the sams way but the third time I
got papers. ’

If you bave papers you can have more protection here. They should not let
Mexicans come in withont papers; they can’t have the same prolection and they
becomo victims of injustice. They don’t dare to protest.

No evidence came to our attention that employers in the Chicago-Gary
region. deliberately fook advantage of the lack of papers as farmers,
partienlarly those close to the Rio Grande, not infrequently did.®

42 The following excerpt from EI Heraldc de Mexico (Los Angeles), reprinted
it Mexico, July 25, 1828, recounts s typieal and true complaint, in which the
offendar may be sither American or Mexican. .

#Thoro are many acthentic cases where testimony has been presented against
Mezicans by the very ones who induced themn to make their illegal entry. We recail
among others the case which took place in a town in Texas. Ten Mexican laborers



1532] Mezicon Labor in the Uniled Staies 109,

RACE RELATIONS IN INDUSTRY

In some of the industries of Chicage and the Calumet regior color
of skin was an important factor in determining the employment of
Mexicans. Af a confeetionery factory the employnfnt manager
stated: ‘'One reason for not hiring Mexican women is tha$ if they
are very dark, they lock dirty. The boss is particular.”” And the
doorman &t & biscuit factory which employs & very few Mexicans
and no Negroes announced emphatieally, *‘Our Mexicans are white.*’
This recalls the date ranch owner and restaurant proprietor in
Imperial Valley, Californis, who would not employ Mexican pickers
or dish-washers 4

Dark color appears as a handicap to employment not only in food
industries, but in other factories where the person in comtrol of
employment has strong feelings upon the subjeet. In these cases the
‘handicep barred darker Mexicans but the lighter Mexicans were
accepted. The employment manager of a textile faetory said:

‘We take the light-colored ones; wo want to avoid anything that isn’t first-class
and looka as though i might be colored.

In some instances the strong race antipathy toward Negroes actually
increesed the employment epportunities of Mexieans: for example,
at a large stecl plant it was intimated that the race feelings of an
executive were the reason for increasing the proportion of Mexican
employees and limiting the number of Negroes, but no color distinetion
was made among Mexican applicants for employment. At another
steel works the unwillingness to employ Negroes was aseribed to the
_attitude of white employees. Here, however, the color line was
applied, as in the instances first cited, to bar employment of darker-
skinned Mexicens. The employment manager explained his practice:

had boeen lod by varions contractors [Mexicans?] o enter this country illegally.
They worked for three months on s eotton ranch, and when they were not satisfied
with the wretehsd wags they were psid, they tried to cancel their contract.
Whereupon they were immediately demounced to the immigration suthorities, who
in fulfillment of thoir duty, proceedsd to deport them.

@ ‘*Ascan hignagsan, gi;s coxitrsetohd x: consanted to the presonce of sur workers whils
ey were willing to oi nt 28 goon A they demanded a fair wage th
sought their expulsion. S ' e;

Also see Whalen, William A, ‘‘Mexican border problems’’ in T. 8. Dept.
Labor, Bur. Immigration, Problems of the Immigration Service {Washingion,
1929} :12. ‘‘Protests over the low paid or high prices charged them for
pecossition [by the ranch ecmmisseries] are oftex met with the threat that they
will be turned over to the immigration suthorities unless they submit to the
existing conditions.’’ The immigration officers aid in collecting any weges due 2
man befors deporting him,

44], 88, 89.
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When I hire Mexicans et the gate I pick out the lightest smong them. Ne,

it isn’t that the lighter-colored ones are any betfer workers, but the darker ones
are like the nigpors, When some of onr centractors who came from the outside o
do work for us nsed Negroes, I notiead the attitade of cer men when they ato in
the company cafeteria. 8o I chose Mexicans insteed of Negroes, and in order to
minimire foelings of mmee friction snd keep away from the eolor line as far sa
possibla, T employ only the Hghter-colored Mexicans, _
He added that if he had employed Negroes, it would probably have
been necessary fo have snother eafeferia, another set of toilets, ete,
However, at the company cafeteria of another large plant in the
region I saw both whites and Negroes eating in the same room and
observed nothing more than a very informal and indefinite sort of
grouping by themselves, Other examples like those cited, show the
undercurrent of feeling. The following statements are from executives
et three plants which employ respectively & few hundred, thirty, and
no Mexicans; note the relation between the tone of the remarks and
the number of Mexicans employed:

Our men show some diginclination to work beeide eolored. Where we see it

we guard agninet it by not pliwcing them thera Te¢ some extent this is true of
the Mexicans. '

‘We took Mexicans in preference to the niggers. Yes, even though the niggers
&r¢ better workers. A few of our men didn’t want fo work next fo the Mexicans
at firat, but that was goveral years sgo.

We haven’t any Mexicans; our workmen sre practically sll Swedea and object
to the Mexicans.

In the preceding instances of preference for lighter-colored Mexi-
cans the preference has rested admittedly on antipathies of *‘race,”
held by either foremen, management, or both. Two excentives, one,
the superintendent of a large steel products plant, the other, the
employment manager of a large steel works, asserted that the light
Mexicans were in fact superior to the dark:

The Light eclored ones are better than the others.

The Castilian Mexicans are more inte]iiémt than tha darker Indians.
Another stecl plant employment manager thought he could detect
"Negra blood in a less desirable type of Mexican applicant:

"You can fell those with Negre blood. They seem to be thicker through the
temples and duller.

Qther employment men, however, asserted that there was no relation
between the color of individual Mexicans and their qualifications as

employees.
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Underlying the antipathy which becomes sassociated. with such
racial characteristics as color, were evidences of economic hostility
in which the Mexican national group appeared as & competifor of
earlier immigrants, To some extent this hostility is the lot of each
new immigrant group, whether different in color or not. As a minor
executive said: ’

The Mericans are getting the same irestment ss the Swedes and others used
to get. Thoy feel as though the jobs are being taker by the Mexicans,

Statements from s watchman, an employment clerk at the stockyards,

and even a Negro,*® confirmed the existence of this feeling:

White men won't work af common Isbor¥ It’s g lie! They willl But Mexi-
cany and colored just from the mouth will be given work while men with families,
property; and a letter from the Chamber of Commerce won’t be given a chancs.

The Lithuanians object that the Mexicans sre employed when they are mot
taken on &t the packing house. They sometimes say, ¢“Why you give the Mexicans
jobs and you don’t hire nat®?

It is better for the American white man and solored man not te have ihe
Mexicans here. They get the jobs.

Further evidenees of the eeonomic basis of friction were the charges
discussed earlier of direet underentting of wages, or the apprehension
of competition from a group with lower living standards, even though
its members might not directly underbid. The latter was the burden
of the somplaint of two Ameriean union track laborers:

The Mexicans get the scale but they keep the scala low. They live om what
wo would atarve on, They are a bad thing for the working man of this country.

Disunity among nationalities in times of industrial conflict also
aroused animosities. Harking back to the steel strike of 1818, for
example, was the reported statement of an employment manager:

The Mexicans havs trouble here because they consider them as strike broakers,

The Mexicans were sensitive to the race handicap to which they
were frequently, though by no means always, subject. In the matter
of promotion there was complaint by & Mexican at a steel plant:

I don’t think there is & single Mexicon foremen; at least T have never heerd
of any. [The writer, however, met a Mexican foreman of Spanish type from that
mill.] There gre some assistants, They give the preference to tha gusroes®
There are many Mexicans who spesk English, but even they do not get shead.

45 Also, mote that Oscar de Priest, tho colored Congressman from Chicage,
actively favored epplication of the guota law to immigration from Mexieo.
4¢ Blonds, or whitea,
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It is very doubiful whether ay yet race has been an important
handicap to promotion of Mexicans, although it hss militated against
their initial employment. However, it may be a real factor in retard.
ing promotion oecasionally now, and perkaps in the future will be
more potent. For example, & minor employment official of & large
plant stated :

‘The rise of the Mexicans depends somewhst on whether they are allowed o
go beyond & cerfain point. It might not go very well fo have Mexicans giving
orders o white men, sithough it is all right on labor gengs.

But an employment manager in another plant observed that some
Italians worked satisfactorily under a Mexican straw boss.

On the railroads, where Mexicans had longer experience and better
preparation for promotion, race was probably a more important pres-
ent obstacle in 1928 than it was in industry. A railread executive
in Chieago, expressing what I had oceasionally heard in other paris
of the United States, said, ‘*The prejudice of the other workers pre-
vents the Mexicans from rising as fast ag they otherwise would in
cnr shops,’’

The rank and file of Mexicans were familiar with race diserimina-
tion when geiting a job. We were told by Mexicans that ““We can get
jobs better if we are white like you. But I am dark; they don’t talk
to me.”’ Instances of denial of Mexican pationality in order to secure
employment were not uncommon, although they were usually a eaunse
of shame to those who did it, or of opprobrium, from others. The
following statements by two Mexicans are representative:

I am sshamed to say that in order to get work which wasn’ on a railroad
I wsed to say that I was Bpanish, I had o do this [for example] at & factory

near the municipal pier in Chicage. While I wes ihere they fired four Mexicans
&5 soon as the foreman found they were Mexicana.

I was ashamed to tell the employment man I was Mexiean; I waz afraid.

That Mexicans seeking employment sometimes claimed to be Spanish,
was slso reperted by employers.

Of particular interest was thé fact that Neproes sometimes try to
“nass’’ as Mexieans in order to secure employment. At a biscuit
factory we were told:

_Some niggers i1y to pass themselves off gs Moxicans where they know Mexicans
sre employed [and Negroes are net]. About fifteen were here ths other day.
They knew & fow Bpanish werds, but no niggers wili get by me.

We witnessed an attempt to pass as Mexican on Canal Streef, where
colored laborers do not gather.
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Twe dark-skinned men stopped in front of me, read the aign, and began €0
discuss it. The enganckista approached them the minute he saw they were inter
ested. In pidgin English he began to talk to them. *‘Ship tonight Minnesota?
Nice oool there. No mucho oalor. Gustal Vamos upetairs. ™!

They seemeod satisfied and started up. From inside the auto stzge I waa lean-
ing sguinst ¢ame 8 voice caliing io the enganchisia, ‘‘Oh, Charley, come hore &
minnte; sre you sure those fellown are Mexicans? Ask them again, f’ *‘Sure they
a19; I asked them. Aren’t you Mexicanet’? ‘‘Sure.?’ Then the man inside the

. bus hailed the laborers over to him and ssid, ‘*¥ou are no more Mexicans than
I am. If you go up fo Minnesota you will only be back in Chicsgoe inside of four
days. You ean’t pass off ss Mexicans on thig ofice. Now gel.’’ And so they
went sway,

I asked this man, **Whst is the matter? They look like Meaxicans.”* ¢‘They
are not, even if one of them has straight black hair. They’re Nagroes trying to
pase of ss Mevicans. They can’t do that with me. If they go up thero they
will cnly be fired the minute they arrive. Nobody will work with them, not even
the Mexicana. They have to work by themselves.’’

In the industrial hierarchy, the Mexicans come into contact with
Negroes end Europedns on their own cceupational level; their imme-
diate superiors are usnally European imwigrants who have preceded
them to the United States; and in the offices and in higher positions
are the ‘“ Americans.”” For the reason that the Americans are seldom
in positions of competitive equality with or immediate superiority to
the Mexicans where personal friction is likely to result, the Americans
are scldom objects of complaints avising from industrisl relatioms.
A Mexican in Indiana Harbor noted the absence of Americans from
the lower ranks of labor:

The Americans won’t do the hard work, If you give them hard work they
quit. They have the nica jobs,
This recalled the remark of a TexasMexican in Dimmit County,
Texas, *“When a Mexican is going to work he works; the American is
going to dodge work.”” But there was slight resentment sgainst the
state of affairs. Only one complaint included Americans:

Even the real Americans do not give us a chance at times; the others, never.

Evidently this grievance referred to Americans in & plant employment
office who were said to be exploiting Mexicans, More characteristic
was the remark, ‘‘ [With the Amerieans we] have no; had eny trouble
at all.”’

Friction with fellow employees, or discrimination by foremen,
were usually charged fo Europeans—Poles, Irish, Italians, Greeks,
ete., and from them generslized national antipathies were prone to
arise. The following statements by Mexicans are illustrative:

47 Not very hot. Do you like itt Come on npstairs,
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At the will there was a fight between a Mexican interpreter and sn Italian,
The Eurcpeans want to make things hard for the Mexicans; thoy say all the
froubis comes from the Mexicans,

The Polish foremsn is & dovil He will work the Mexican Uke o dog. We
got all the hard work to do and the Europeans get the easy work. They sre meas
and swear af us all the time. They will not let us go to the toilet between hours.
The Enropesnas 40 what they want,

The Mexicans say that they give the best joba to the white psoplo oven if the
Mericans are just es good

I have worked in Ohio-and Michigan just Iately. There are a lot of Mexicans
there, but too many Serbisns and Bulgarians. I pever had any fuss with them,
but the Italians are hard to get along with

At the sted plani thoy treat them rough, eall them swine, efe, There is & Greek
foreman; he dosen’t call them by their name when ke tells them to do something.
All his worst and hardest jobs are given to the Mexicans.

The statement of a Mexican that ‘‘It makes no difference what nation-
ality your fellow workmen are; whether they are hard or easy io
get along with depends on the individual person and nof on the race,”’
was characterigtic ag to personsal philosophy, but atypieal as observa-
tion of faet. There were of course individual foremen of variond
European nationalities who were liked, but likes led to generslization
apparently less readily than dislikes. Characteristieally, the Mexicans
felt thernselves, as natives of the Ameriean continent, entitled to pref-
erential treatment over Europeans rather than adverse discrimination:

Wa got the worst jobs and no chance to go ahead; the others gof it. We that
are naxt door neighbors and from the American eentinent are slighted in faver
of these Eurcpsans.
This feeling only aggravated resentment against Europeans

The Mexieans, like other peoples, generally prefer to work with
their own kind, but it is management and the attitede of other nation- -
slities on the same oceupational level, that determine largely whether
their preference is recognized or not. The atiitude described earlier
of the employment man who said, ‘T don’t want men in groups; I
scatter them,’’ is fairly common in industrial plents** ‘ American-
ization™ is undoubiedly sccelerated by this enforced eontaet with
other nationslities during work but this is not the prineipal reason
for the practice. Management has its own reasons and is able also
te cite the attitudes of the various nsationalities toward each other
in support of its practices. Thus, a North European worker said
definitely, ‘‘No, I wonldn’t want to work with the Mexicans,’” and a

48 Sea glso pp. 93, 84,
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Polish youth of the second generation said, ‘‘I work in & place where
there are three Mexicans working. They work by themselves on the
third floor. I wounid quit if I had to work with them.”” But he added
the tempering remark, ‘“they are of the better eclass, though, and
preity nice fellows.”” That Mexicans af times exhibit similar antipa-
thies toward those socially below them is illustrated by the remark of
& Mexican, influenced doubtless by previous residence in New Orleans:

When I came from Mexics in 1810 I went to New Orleans. There were a lot
of Negroos there and I did not like it. I have never liked them and try never te
get work near the Negrocs, They are genie male y grosera.ss

The practice of separation, like its opposite, of mixing, is by ne
means rigidly adhered to, especially in comrmon labor gangs. On the
track, gangs composed entirely of Mexicans, Negroes, or hoboes {(them-
selves & mixture of Eurcpeans and Americans), are common. Thig
segregation is influenced by the fact that the gangs not ouly work
together but share the zame living quarters. When sufficient numbers
of a single race group are not secured, the gangs are frequently mixed.
But the possible mixtures are limited.- As an experienced commissary
official said, ‘“We ean mix the Mexieans and hoboes, or the Mexicans
and Negroes, but not the hoboes and Negroes.”” In industry, where
working together does not necessitate living together, Negroes,
Mexicans, and *‘whites’’ are frequently mingled.

COLLECTIVE ACTION

The earliest importation of Mexicans into Chicago for industrial
labor was, as noted before, by a malicable iron ecompany on the north
side in 1916. Whether the occasion of the importation was an impend-
ing strike; whether the importation eceasioned a strike; or whether
there was any strike at all, but rather a neighborhood protest, or per-
haps both strike and protest, are questions on which the svailable
evidenee is either hezy or conflicting. That there was friction, how-
ever, is amply elear, and in view of its significance as a first contact,
the evidence will be presented rather fully.

Evidently some of the Mexicans who had been brought in wers
either Texas-Mexicans or had lived in the United States long enough
to learn English, This appears from the contemporary ease record
dated May 31, 1918, in the files of the Immigranis" Protective League:

9 Bad and sosarse people.
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Called at 2864 N. Ashiand Avenne, rooming house for the Mexicans, owned
by the X Company. Interviewed several English speaking Mexicans, Said they
weore sent out by an El Puso employment agent, were assured that thore was no
strike on, came here three deys before sirike was ealled, When strike broke ont
they all quit work., Told their foremaw that they did not ecme here t0 “*seab’” en
the Americans. Were out two weeks. Some had left the city and others went
back to work. BSaid they were prastically foreed fte go beck, the Americans would
hgve nothing to do with them, and slse refused fo take them into the union. Bome
of the siilled workers belonged to union in Mexico [or Texas¥] snd carried
union eards,

The entire group (35) seemed to be quite intelligent. . . . . They spoke freely
sbout the strike. Baid they were very unbappy and would like to ge back to
Texas, Bpoke with neighbor who is working for same compsny and who belongs
to drivers’ umion Also stated that Mexicans started to work before strike broke
out. Said they eams zboui the 27tk of April and strike was called on 31st.
Spoke weli of men. :

‘When engaging the Mexicans in El Paso, an executive of the eompany
kad wired : _

‘Wea are not operating a mnion dlogan&wehmm‘stﬁkeonwthazmneeé
not be afruid o come here. . . . . Have no strike bat waat to ineresse forve.

A junior executive who had been at the plant in 1916, when shown
the preceding memorandum and Questioned in 1928, denied that the
Mexicans were imported as strike breakers:

Thers wasn’t any strike; I won’t admit that we brought Mexicans in as strike
breakers, That was just their excuse for not wanting to stay. And eomperstively
few of the first groups &id stay; they vamoosed. The president cwns preperty in
Chihushga. In 1916 whon we needed Iabor, he saw an opportuniiy for Mexican
labor, 8o we brought it up. Bat for us it’s beex # sad, dorry experience. The
Mexicans want their own food. We had an American cock for them and put &
third story on our building to meke & rooming house for them.

The people living sround a fastory are always hostile fo it. They don’t Like
the noise, ete., and blame the sompany, although they eame in after the company
and didn’t have to Lve thera & lot of these ignorant Germsnsg called the
Mexicans ‘‘niggers.’?

The significance of the last remarks on the racial hostility of neighbors
wes confirmed by a comment of an employment manager of a
neighboring plant, who also recalled the 1916 importations:

Yes, I remember the lzbor shortage when X eompany brought the Mexicans
Eates went way up; they*ve slways been & cheap wege company. Yos, I remember
the trouble when tho Mexicans esma in. There was no siriks when they came
but the peopls both in the faetory and in the neighborkood echjecied io them.
‘Wan it colorf Yee, that was it; they didn’t want another race.

It appesars, then, that in this first contact there were elemenis of
most of the prineipal types of friction found in contemporary com-
tacts of Mexicans and Amerieans—friction with employer, employees
of other nationalities, the American union, and the neighbors
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In September 1919 the Calumet region was in the grip of the
nation-wide steel strike. When the strike was called, there were’
already a number of Mexicaps on the payrolls of several of the large
steel plants. At the two planis on which information was obtained,
most of the Mexicans went out on strike. As one exeeutive recalled,
“'The Mexicans mostly followed the lead of the Spanish, and there
were & good many radicals among the Spanish.”” A Mexiean, who had
been working in 1918 as an interpreter at the other plant, became an
agent to seeure Mexican Iaborers during and after the strike, His
statement is of particular interest, since an executive of this company
said that their employees, when canvassed before the strike, stated
they had no grievance against the company, but that when the strike
began, because of the mass picketing by the others, they couldn’t get
near the plant. ~

The workers ai the mills ked been ready o go on strike but writed only for
the end of the wur. Scon after the Armistice they struck. The Mexicans went
out, teo. The milis were desorted; the Serbians and Sloveks whoe had made plenty
of money in the mills doring the war left the country right after they struek
[te return to Earopel.

The compeanica sent me to got ocor Mexicans to work for them, I got some
&t Chicago, others at Omaha, Kansas City, a few at 8¢ Lomis. I even went down
16 El Paso and some cities in Texsa. They were coming up here for over & year.
We got some Mexicans for the Crucible Steel Company of Lorain, Qhio, end for
Midland, Pennsylvanis, There were other companies in Pennsylvania that got the
Mexicans about that time. My steel company got about two or thres thousand
men that year.

Having pictured the Mexicans in the dual réle of strikers and strike
breakers, he defended them in the latter capaeity as conservative
workmen, neither wage-cutiers nor easily imbued with the radicalism
which ke implied was behind the strikers in this instanes:

Mexicans are not as a rnle strike breskers, Neither are they radicsls. They
are hard workesrs. They lock for work, get it, work hard at it. Thsy wani a fair
day’s work for a fair day’s pay. They do not work for lesa. Bet they will not
Haten well to some poople who tell them not to work so hard or to loaf on the
job. They are used to work and to work for what they get. They &rs not ssed t0
soldiering ox the job. It doee mot gov in with what they have been taoght or
brought up to respect. Radieal idees do Baf sink in easily. They may listen o
them but they do not understend them thoroughly. If they do what the radiesis
tell them, they do ac withoui knowing that which they do; it ia just mechanicsl
action.

A plani employment man related his experiemces with a gang of
Mexicans secured locally during the strike:
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During the strike we had an office on Madison Sireet and got men, including
_the Mexicans, who came mainly from railroad work. My first experience with the
Mexicans was not vory satisfactory. A padrons offered (¢ bring his gang over
from the track if all wonld hire to work topether. I meeded men, so I took them.
. But they were nol experienced and were not very satisfactory.

In the stockyards strike of 1921, the Mexicans were again in &
double rdle. Those who were employed st the time ‘‘went on strike
the same as the others.”’ (Other Mexicans helped fo take their places.
‘An employment man deseribed some of his local activities, which, in
addition to the importation of Negroes from the South, succeeded in
breaking the strike:

I wanted the strike of Discember 12, 1821, to take plece; I wanted the experi-
ence of going through a sirike snd I prepared for it I bad my scouts out among
the Jialinne and the Mexieans. I got the Mexicans from the railroads. I got them
over from X plant in bunches of twenty. We broaght the Negroes over on the
olovated st £ A¥. Our waiting roem was always full; after we bad hired, we
sent the rest over to Y plant, or, guarded by a police cordon, over to Z plant.

As s result, the strike was broken. That was what we wanted them to do and

we give them sredit for it. After the strike woe let them [the Mexicans] out to
et the old memn back. No, we did not fire them [bot we did not re-hire them if

they Ieft].
An employment man referred to similar post-sirike practice by a
steel plant.

X company got the Mexicans to break z strike in 1818, They had a twelve-
weeks® sirike and then lot the Mexicans go and fook the others back.

While the remarks are doubtless founded on fact; the great decline
of Mexicans on the payrolis of all industries in 1921 was caused prin-
cipally by the acute depression of that year; the Mexieans as the last
hired, were naturally the first let go. Furthermore, while some Mexi-
cans who took the places of the sirikers were doubtless dispensed with
in the manner indicated, others who had struck probably secured
their old places again. Therefore, the data appearing in teble 3 do
not afford a comparison with the above statements.

The contacts of Mexicans and trade unions in Chicago and the
Calumet region in 1928 were extremely slight. In none of the indus-
tries which employed numbers of Mexicans were there any unions,
or, if they existed, they were of no appreeiable strength in the grade
of labor to which Mexicans generally belonged. Thus, the Brotherhood
of Maintenance of Way Employees had strength, but not among track
laborers. A loeal nnion cofficial complained:

The Mexieans? X can’t fell you anything goed about them. We have only
eleven Mexican mambers in Chicago. Thoy are in because their foreman is a good
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mhion men and soee that they are in, But mostly foremen don’ 4o that, The
Moxicans know what organization is, all right, bat they don't join here. We kad
& Meoxican interproter go around with me and they would pay me {dues, bui they
would not pay him when he went alone. There had to be & white mas along,
References to ‘‘whites”” and ‘*Mexicans’’ were frequent, but the
status of the Mexicans was clearly not with the colored:

The solored have to have separate locals in our organiration, and can’t send
delegates to our convemtion. The white delegates represent the colorad locals.
But the Mexicans join with us; they are considered white in the union.

Another reason for the paucity of Mexican union members was the
fact that very few were skilled mechanics, and of those who were, & -
number worked in ‘‘unorganized’’ industries such as meat packing
and steel. The Chicago machinists’ loeal union reported ‘‘about six’?
Mexicans who had {ransferred their memberships from Mexieo and
presumably had learned their trade in that country. American citizen-
ship was not required for membership. Iu the building trades unions
eitizenship was required ; this is an obstacle to membership for Mexi-
eans are very reluctant to becore American citizens. The carpenters’,
painters’, and sheet metal workers’ Chieago loeals reported no Mexi-
can members; the bricklayers’ local reported *“about eight’® Mexican
members who bad come in on fransfer from California or other paris
of the United States. The Ameriean Federstion of Railroad Workers
reported that at least among its skilled membership there were ne
Mezxicans, The situation in the auto-painting trade, in which it was
estimated that from twenty-five to fifty Mexicans were engaged, was
deseribed by & union official ;

There are three union rates, 35 ¢ents an homr for chassis slcancrs, 91 for
rubbers, and $1.25 for straipht painters, The Mexicans work for eveam less than
85 cents as chassis cleaners. They come intc the wnion when the shop is organired,

but doen’ take much interest in the union, even though they ean talk Fnglish,
The Mexicans and colored work for lesa in the shops which we can’t unionize,

Citizenship, or declarsation of intention, was required for membership;
only eight Mexicans had been union members and but twe were
members in the summer of 1928,

IMost of the Mexicans who were in the Chicago-Gary region in 1928
had not known unionism &s part of their immediate experience or
observation in their own country; in the United States they belonged
to a highly mobile class. A Mexican who had left Mexico in 1918
before the xise of the C. B. O. M.*® explained:

-50 Mexigan Federation of Labor, which arose after the revolution of 1920, and

attained comsiderable membership among sgricultural workers in some places,
By 1930 ita membership was very greetly redueed.
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Inxe'xieaﬂzslméemuis:mlyinthekrgee&ﬁs. Meoxico ig still & natien of
ranchers and small townsmen; therefore, there are few mmiong, Mexicans come
here to work wherever they ean find it and where it pays best. Hore they move
to find those eonditions and are not steedy. To belong t¢ 2 union you have to tis
yoursel down £0 a locality pretty well; Mexicana like to move when it suits them.
Here there is no stesl workers’ union. If there wers, I think the Mexicans
would join.5t

Another aspeet of the individualistic background of Mexicans, and
their efforts individually to establisk job security in the new country
appeared from the statement of snother Mexican:

A Mexican bricklayer was going to bo fired beczuse he didn’t belong to the
wnior. But the foreman liked him and introduced him and got him into the
union. Ie was ons of the best bricklzyers and he always wanted to move the eord
befors the others were ready. The others told him at lunch that this was 4 union
Jjob, and to protect the righta of the laborer, not to kill them, ¢te. But he said:
#I am ueed to go this way; when I go slow, I foel lnzy.*? The union men don’
Iike him.

The Mexicans want to show the foremarn they can produce work sud so keep
& steady job. Here in the United Staies the Mexicans push themselves; in Mexico
the other [Mexican workers] push them. In Mexico the old workers make the
new opes work harder, because they work in pairs, and the new onss must keep np.
‘When they coms to the city hero it’s the other way.

Apprehension of race discrimination at the hands of unionists was
another factor:

The Mexicans don’t like the unions vesy well; they don’t like the high fecs,
and then after they are members they fee!l that becsuss of disiinoidn, they are
Dot sure-of & job even if they have a naion eard,

Besides, there was an economie differential against an industry which
is supported entirely by 2 Mexican elientdle, such a3 Spanish printing.
That fact, and the lack of traditions of union loyalty, were eited by
a Mexiean who, with an éceasional assistant, operated his own printing
press:

The Iialian eustomers ask for the union lsbsl on their work and I have Joat
jobe becanse I did not have the label. A union man asked me to join the mnicn;
but if I 4id, T could work only eight hours or have gn extra shift if I worked more
than eight hours, and would heve to pay the union scale. Bui the Mexicans can’t
pay uunion prices for papers.’® The Mexicans want cheap work and cheap prices;
thay don’t want high-class work,

5t They did jein the ecal strike in Colorado in 1927, led by the LW, W_, and have
formed labor organizations of their own in Imperial Valley, California, and ameng
the pugar beet workers of Colorado and the Middle West. As noted befors, they
went out with the astrikers in the steel and packing strikes of 1919 and 1821,

52 In 1927 a Los Angeles labor official reported an identical sitnation in the
inting and bakery trades there; s Mexican market for both products and the
bor which produced them existed ai & lower lovel than the market for eimilar

products for American consumption. Thia so hampered efforts 16 enforce union
rates of wages in the Mexican morket that aithough the employing bakers were
foreed to agree to uniox eonditions, the American union itself soon found it neces-
sary to relax the terms which it had the power to impose upon the Mexican bakers.
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He also stressed the cut-throat competition to which he was subject
from his countrymen, which will be detailed later in the section on
Mexican Business Men. Of course, Mexicans did not deliberately
choose Jower wages nor rejeet unionism if it possessed strength. A
linotype operator setting the Spanish language, for example, was
anxicus to learn English, and willing to join the nnion since it was
necessary, indeed he was apprehensive lest he be denied admittance:

I do not Xnow English well enough to work in & regular American shop, Then,
there you have io belong to the union. I would not mind that but it iz hard te
get in. They restrict the membership and it ia always good to know someons and
I know nobody. Sowme day I will study English and make & serious efort fo gef
into gne of the shops downiown; they pay better.

A young Mexiean woman, who prior to her marriage had been a
member of & garment trade union, and who had strike benefits when
she struck with them, was loyal to her organization and announced that
she ‘“would not work in & non-union shop now.’”” Other notable indi-
vidual instances of Mexicans with union experience were encountered.
One had been a union boiler-maker in Texas. When the railway shop-
men’s strike of 1922 appeared lost, he came nerth, where he was
working in 1928. Another Mexican had left the shops in Cheyenne,
Wyoming, under similar circumstances. A third Mexiean, born in
Texas, had been editor of La Untonisi, the Spanish langnage union
- orgen in San Antonio for the Mexican track laborers. They too, had
lost their strike after the war and in 1928 he was eking out a living
2t treck work and on 8 Mexican paper in Chicago.

The general attitude of employers of Mexieans in the Chicago-
Gary region was hostile to trade unionism. Two persons went farther
end apprehended a danger in the customary muiunal benefit societies
which Mexicans organized. One, a labor agent of a beet-sugar com-
pany which recruits Mexicans in the Chicaro-Gary ares, was reporied
a9 saying:

It is too bad for the Mexicany to organige, I am sbsolutely opposed to the
Mexieans orguniting, regardless of the objoet. These organizations begin inme-

cently with literary purposes bat they soon develop along Bolsheviatic lines of
thonght.

The other was an employment man in a large concern having many
Mexican employees:

The Mexicans have societies, and of course if they orpanizs one way, it is
but & stop to organize another way. '
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This ie, of eourse, exactly what happened in Imperial Valley, Cali.
fornia.®® Much greater unity of labor demand and of race among
laborers prevails there, however, than in Chicage and the Calumet
region.

-In the almost unanimous opinion of railrosd men and agents who
- handled freck laborers it was held a desirable eharacteristic of Mexi-
cans that they seldom siruck in gangs. The following opinions are
represeniative:

A Meviean will never kick; if he doean’t Like it, he just leaves.

‘They don’t strike in gronps. Other nationalities ke the Grecks and Ttalisns
nsed to guit in groups; if one wes fired or guit, hs would call, ‘*Come on, boys,”*
aad all wonld go. T# the Mexicous don’t like the £oremm, wagea, or the job,
they just walk sway,

The Itelinns were il clanny and we never knew from one minnuts to the mext
when & whole gang or gection would guit snd leave the timskeeper and foreman
high and dry by themselves. The Mexicans don’ do that,

Similarly, a steel mill superintendent felt confident that his Mexicans
wonld not unite:

My department is abouf 50 per cent Mexican but I am not afraid they wiil
nnionize or caase trouble. Some of the Hoath Esropeans and Seoteh are com-
munists now, and followers of Ramsay Macdonald, and disconfented with every-
thing. But I don’t believe they can make any headway smong the Mexicans. Of
course when thers iz discrimination sgninet them, especially the eclored, it gives
the agitatore s chance.

To these speakers the absence among Mexicans of the habit of
striking seemed something almost innate. The employers ¢ited earlier
who proportion the nationalities of their employees and ‘‘scatter’
them, seemed not to attribute such & quality to them or to any par-
ticular nationality, except possibly Negroes because of their long
prevailing unsatisfactory relations with unions of white workers;
these employers preferred to rely upon diversity.

The fact ie that Mexicans do sirike in gangs sometimes, both on
the railroads and in agriculture. In the basie industries of steel snd
meat-packing they have appeared npon occasion in the rdle both of
strikers and of strike breakers, However, primarily because they are
mainly unskilled workera in unorganized industries, and secondarily,
becanse a few who might otherwise join a union are barred by the
requirement of American citizenship or are deterred by the depressed
economic condition of industries catering exclusively to Mexicans, and

- s8I, 45,
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becanse they lack traditions of unionism, Mexicans played no real
part in union labor in the Chieago-Gary region. Indeed, because of
their searcify, union officials frequently had diffieulty in answering
whether there were any Mexicans at all in their organizations, and if
50, how many.

Very little evidenee of sontact between Communists and Mexicans
eame {0 our notice. We saw & handbill inviting Mezicans to a meeting
held under Communist auspices & year or two prior to our investiga-
tions. In 1927, the Datly Worker (Communist) ingratiated itself with
the Spanish language newspapers by taking up the cause of 8 Mexican
alleged to be a victim of the police. Mexico acknowledged its thanks
by declaring that the Daily Worker “‘showed interest and justice hke
no other organ,’” and referred to ‘‘the capitalisis, eternal enemies of
the cause of the proletarians.’’** Four months later under the title
‘A Message to Laborers’” both capitalists and labor leaders were
attacked in markedly ‘‘left’’ fashion by some cutside writer.®® Correo
Mexicano published in full an anii-imperialist manifesto by C. E.
Rathenberg of the Workers’ Party, but the Mexican publisher of the
paper was undoubtedly interested more in opposing imperialism than
in furthering communist aims.** Probably he was entirely unaware of
the latter; certainly he was not in the least eommunistie in senfiment.
In April, 1928, Mexico began a series of articles under the anspiees of
the Trade Union Educational League {Communist), which attacked
both the American and the Mexican Federation of labor (0. B. G. M.).
But it is doubtful whether the editors of Mezico, and almost certainly
not the readers, were aware of the Communist origin of what they
printed. Ocecasionally Mezico carried articles supporting the 1. W. W.-
led strike of 1927 in the coal fields of Colorade, and the organization of
the Colorade beet workers in 1928 ; oceasionally it gave vent to vigor-
ous attacks on employment agents and emplovers. But a good index
of the general tenor of its obviously non-Communist, non-I. W. W.
protests is a poem which it published, Odio ol rico (hatred for the
rich), closing with an appeal “‘before God’’ for Divine support.””

s8¢ June 1. 1827,

85 September 28, 1927.

8 December 4, 1828,
5t May 9, 1928, In the same issue was a strong aitack on divorce.
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11X
THE S80CIO-ECONOMIC LADDER

Most of the charitable relief extended to Mexicans by Americans
in this region comes throngh private organizations—in Chicago, the
United Charities. So many of the needy Mexicans are ‘‘non-residents'”
that they receive little county aid. The statisiies of Mexican cases
““under ecare’’ of the United Charities during the years 1519-20 to
192930, inclusive, are presented in {able 17, Sinee Mexicans, aceord-

TABLE 17
Mexroaw Cases ‘‘Unpez Canz’’ or THE UNeres CHariTIES oF CHICAGO,
191p-1930"
Canses “nfder care”
r Mexican casos
Year *“Total cases’ Al oszes Namber Par cent
g2 00000 - P 5] 1]
192021 — J— g 1
1921-22 11,1314 4,845 49 1.0
192223 9,487 3,567 18 5
102324 11,238 4,092 87 21
1924-25 12,622 4,202 ig2 24
1925-2¢ 11,866 8817 112 28
1827 14,343 3,471 112 3.2
1028 11,805 2,585 74 29
1529 13,287 2,765 79 2.9
1830 21,125 6,687 228 34

* Casos a.ra clapgifled according to na.tivi‘ty of head of family; Texas Mexicans,
therafors, are not imcinded as Mexicans here. The reader is cantioned against
drawing conclusions from the apparent historieal decline prior to 1930 of cases
{iunder eave,’’ for thers have boen changen in definition during the period inelndad
here; total caszes have increased during the periecd.
ing to the census of 1930, were but .6 per cent of the total population,
it is evident that since 1924-25 tbey have approximately from four
{0 six times the proportion of charity cases to which their numbers
in the general population would ““entitle’” them. This is becanse t.he:i'
are practically all laborers and poor, and many of them are to be
found in the under-employed marginal reserves of industry and the
seasonglly unemployed reserves of agriculture.

In addition to the organized eharities, some charitable aid has been
extended by Protestant mission churches. This greatly incensed
Catholics, who also gave some charity through their churches, for they
regarded it as religious proselytizing with charity as the bait. This
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attitude was of course found in other parts of the United States;
there was the typical (and doubtless true) story of the reeipient
of aid who attended the Protestant mission, bui upon the approach
of death called the priest. In 1924 the version was that the particular
Mexican also attended mass in the morning before attending the
mission.®®

Sometimes in eases of distress American and Mexican railroads
and American charities have aided financially in repatriation;
sometimes the American government, by deporiation, has done so.

The Salvation Army, too, had given aid. The one recipient of its
charity whom we met was enthusiastie:

When first we came here we puffered for food and heat until tha Salvation
Army in Hammond found that we were in want, and they helped us until my
husband found work. They had to help us for two weeks. They sent us a fine
Christmas basket and toys for all the children, coal, and everything to make us
havo 4 comfortable time in this cold climate.

‘“Unemployment of the railroad and sugar-beet workers, and
sometimes sickness, t00, constitute the biggest charity problem among
the Mexicans.”’ This statement by an exeentive of the charity distriet
in the Hull House eolony, which reports more Mexiean cases than any
other in Chicago, emphasizes the importance of seasonal unemploy-
ment a5 a cause of dependence of Mexicans. The beet workers par-
tienlarly have been 2 group eonspienous as recipients of relief since
1921.%® Labor contraets in the principal Middle Western beet fields
bhave for several years provided an aliernative priee of $5 more per
acre if return transportation was waived by the Iaborer, A pood many
choose this alternative, and come to the Chieago-Gary region for the
winter. The situation of those who finally come to depend on charity
was described as follows:

The beet workers* families may end the sesson with sbout #50 net. The word
goes around that there are work aad good wages in the North, They eome hers
with & blanket roll and nothing else. They can get two or three rooms for $8 per
mooth. The landladies will leaves the Mexicans a vermin-infested bed and a stove;

53 Rodfield notes. In Kansas City, Missouri, it was veported 1o the present
writer in 1928 by both a Protestant mission worker and a soeial worker that the
competition in charity between Protoetant siisalons and Catholie sgemeies had
been demorslizing to the recipients from the standpoint of relief, and usmsottling,
rather than convineing, religiously. The soeial worker stated thai the Protestant
mission worker ‘‘is ready to gquit charity, He says it is no use working with the
adults; now he has afternoon classee for the children., Last year he gave s lot
of charity and o nmumber of Mexicans joined the church. Then they went over
to the Cutholie church [with both religious and material inducements]. There ia
to¢ much competition in charity.’’?

sv Bedfiald notes..
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perheps the proceding Mexicang have left them when they left. During November
and December there is sometimes work for some of them om the railroads. The
eity of Chicago won’t employ Mexieans for snow shoveling. Their labor men say,
**They demoralive a crew.’’ Perbaps the fact that they can’t voie is also
responsible. Dering January, Pebrusry, and March there ia little work available;
perhaps one cut of ten of these Mexicans may get on at the stockydrds. Railroad
workers, too, secumaiste in the cities during the same season.

This surplus of seasonslly unemployed reenrs annually, and, added
to the eyclically wmemployed, reaches considersble proportions in
periods of depression such as 1921 and 193031, In the winter of
1928-30 a report, found upon investigation to be greatly exag-
gerated,*® was broedeast from Harlingen, Texas, that several thousand
Mexican laborers were needed; the condition in Chicago, aggravated
by the beginnings of depression, was such that on January 31, 1930,
the Immigrants’ Protective League wired the Chamber of Commeree,
“*Can ship 500 Mexican families immediately if seetred transportation
and work., State wage and duration of work.”’

On the whole, however, the Mexicans are not regarded &8s & serious
charity problem. Asg an exeeutive in Gary said, **The Mexicans are
not soch & problem for us; they take eare of themselves pretty well.””
This eare which the Mexicans take of themselves is not only individaal,
but group eare. .

The readiness of Mexicans to aid their counirymen in need, has
been noted in other areas in the United Sifates. This charaeteristic,
and the lengths to which they would go in extending sid, were objeets
of frequent comment in the Chicago-Gary region, by both Mexicans
aud Americans. An American social worker with much eontact with
Mexicans of the Hull House colony said:

The Mexicans are awfnlly kind to each other. Even with a house full of chil-

dren they will {ake in ancther family, Manry times—itoo many times—I have seen
¢hie. Thoy say: ‘‘Bui they’re paisanos.”
An American religious-social worker cited as an instance of this type
of aid & family of six, with earnings of $16 per week, which took in
another family of four or five for six months until the other father
found a job. A Spanish-American in another portion of the region
observed :

Mexican friends take care of Mexican men who are out of work. I have heard
Mexicans who do this say: "My boy may be stranded seme day, aad I hope the
Lord may takte care of him.”” Sometimes they expeet te be paid, sad sometimes
they don’t.

%0 Sos Hearings before the commitiee on immigration and naturalisation,
Hoense of Repreeantatives, 71 Cong., 2 soaa, on H.R. B523 ot al,, p. 368 I,
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But even aid of this type was not entirely without limit. A young
unemploved Mexican said feelingly:

My brother esrns #3.60 & day. But ke has 3 family and I have shame to sisy
with him long. My friends help some, but they pay $58 for & room and hed, snd
ean’t help three, four, months.

A Mexican described similar practices when not even friendship or
acquaintance preceded them:

The Mexicans meet a destitute family on the strest and invite them in. They
eome and lHve on the ficer; they pay meither rent nor for food. In this way they
stay from fwo or three days to a month or even more. For example, in 1822 or
1823 & man end wife with chiliren were living in two rooms. The man met a
#amily from the beet fields without money whom he had mever known before, He
took them to his houmse becanse they were without money. There is a good deel
of this sort of aid.

Loans or gifts of money, either in cash or as payments of rent or -
groecery bills due, are frequently made to counirymen in distress; and
they are made by relatives, boarders, or complete strangers. The
familiar device of the subscription lst is sometimes nsed. In a Mexi-
can newspaper of Chicago, for example, there appeared the following
invitation to contribute for the return to Mexieo of a destitute

countryman :

Aged Mexiean who has recourse to his compatriots in aaking aid, The aged
Bocorro Castro, living at 4736 Wentworth Avemue, eppeared in eur office end
revealed to us his eritical circomatances. He is seventy years of age, and is
incapacitated from eerning daily bread for his family. Winter is st his door;
ke has no recourse; he wishes to relormn to Mexico, and believes that through the
medium of the Mexican conselate he may obtain his tramsportation [in Mexies],
and he asks, through us, that the Mexicans help him Al who wish to contribute
toward the erpeuscs of tho journey of this destitute o0l@ man will do the favor
of sending their contribution te El Heraldo de las Américas, 20 E, Jackson Blvd, .
Reom 1103. The subseription iz opened. Sr. Luis Mariines, $5.00; Sr. . Tenorio,
$25; Br. A. Pssquierrs, .50; Sr. M. Redrignes, .50.5:

Popular subseriptions of this type were noied for purposes as
various as repatriation, burial,*® legal defense of countrymen sceused
of homicide,* assistance to a Mexican gone blind,* the purchase of a
chempion’s belt for the Mexican wrestling champion who had come
to Chicago.®® The last subseription was patriotie in charzeter rather

81 November 15, 1824. Redfield notes.
o2 Mezico, February 2, 1828. TUnder ths anspicea of the Club Cultural Latino-
 Amgrieanc $51.80 was raised. -

%% Ls Noticia Mundial, September 4, 1827; November 20, 1927; December 4,
1887; Mevico, March 28, 193G, ) .

& Ibid, July 21, 1928. The Boeiedad Fraternal Mexicanas sf Waakegan
appointed two eolloctors to take up & subseription aad gave & benefit dance

o8 Fastividades, Boptember and November, 18925,
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than benevolent. Probably the element of patriotism was present to
& degree in all forms of mutual aid extended. It was evoked notably
in subscriptions for legal defense of countrymen accused of killing &
Pole, one.of whichk was proclaimed in the press under the title *‘ The
spirit of solidarity of a eolony.”’ The individual subscriptions are
ustually numerous and small; the names of the subseribers are pub-
lished with the amount of the subseription, to even as low as 5 cents,
set opposite the name. For defense of those accused of killing the
Pole, 135 subseribers raised $65.82, the individual eontributions
ranging from & maximum of $2 to & minimum of 10 cents.

The Cruz Aesul carried on relief setivities, giving food, clothing,
and other aid.®”® Two cases taken from g list published in the press
will illustrate its work:

A single wuan, o baker by trude, out of work for ten months, He asid he had

not eaten all day long, Aid: Ho was given an order for §3 worth of provisions
on the Tienda Colorada, and & card {0 the Immigrants’ Protective League,

A merried man with three little childrem. Has not been able fo work for &
long time, His family needs food. Aid: He was given provisions and a card to
the soparintendent of the Illinois Steel Company, Ovtober 13: Yesterday he began
to work af the Illinois Steel Compsany.

Another form of reutual aid is by assisting one another to get
jobs. This may be & matter of giving information and adviee, or of
interpreting, or of speaking an effective word to the foreman or
employment manager. A Mexican who was seeking work and who
knew no English, wished that his fellows would aid him more;
perhaps the fact of competition of other unemployed Mexicans seek-
ing industrial employment accounted for their lukewarmness at that
time.*” At any rate, one who knew Mexicans well, asserted, “'The
Mexicans are great on helping each other to get jobs.”’ In faet, this
is one of the well reeognized ways by which Mexicans establish
themselves.

Mutual aid is also extended in more organized fashion through the
verious muiualistes to be described later, which assist in time of
jllness, death, or other stresses, A charity executive in Chicage
remarked, ‘“*We find that the Mexicans do get on even if we don’t
help them; we don’t know how they do it.”’ The answer is largely
the mutnal aid deseribed, given “‘t0 an ezfent far beyond that prae-
ticed by the Poles, for example.’”® It is also partly the habituation

0% Mowico, November 6, 1830, p. &

of S8ss p. 267.
. 88 Rodfield notes.
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of Mexican laborers to low living standards, to acceptance of whatever
bappens, and to timidity or pride.

The attitnde of Mexicans toward charity as reported in the
Chicago-Gary region is strikingly different from that reported in Los
Angeles and vicinity. In the latter area accounts of the pauperiza-
tion of Mexicans were freely told me in 1927 by both charity workers
eombatting it, and by outsiders. In Chieago and the Calumet region,
while there are seme such gases, the general opinion was of an opposite
character. It was an American charity executive who said:

Most of our Mexicans are gases that have been reported to us either by social
workers, settlement houses, or landlords. The latter will aften go around to lock
2% their houses or collect rent, and find the Mexicans destituie or in need. They
are very shy and not on to the ways of this couniry. In Mexico thers is little
organized charity, and when they come to this counfry and are in meed they do
not know there iz & plase to help them out; se that is why the landlords and
other people report them. The Mexicans are ususally glad te be helped with
groceries. In cases of sickness where the man has been unable to work we oftem
halp them with their remb. Charity does not pauperize the Mexicans; they get
away from it as 800R as they can. Buof ths other nationalities arcund here—soms
of them are just beggars. The Mexican—as soon as ho gets well, or 28 soon as he
gets work, is gone; we hear ne more of him.

An early report {1925) declared enthusiastically that

The ¢pinien of the crganirations dealing with them was that they wore intelli-
gent, cooperative, self-respecting, &nd self-sufficient ms scon as the immediate
problem or problems facing them were relieved. . . . . The better cooperation’
which the Mexicans seem to have showed was prebably the resuit notably of the
efforts of social servies organizations and clinic workers, but was alsc s part of
the alertness which is & charzeteristic of the mental equipment of the Mexican ¥

Particularly when Mexicans were first eolonizing in Chicago they did
not readily approach the charitable agencies. The following were
comments of social workers; the first only was by a Mezican:

At Srst the Mevxicans did not know of charity, but now they know; and if a
man can’t find work svom, he goes to charity. .

Ths Mexicans are very humble pecple and dom’t expect any help znd are
thankful when they get it.

They won’t go alone to ask for charity; they have verguensc (shame). As
soon a8 the Mexicans get work they are independnt of eharity.

T like the Mexicans. When they eome for charity I don’t fsel az though T
moed to look to see if they have a gold mine hidden away somewhere,

Fear of deportation on account of becoming a public charge was
cited as A reason why some Mexicans refrained from asking relief in

o9 Britton, G. H., and Constable, K., Our Memioan paiienis af central free

dispensary, Eush medical college (Chieago, Januery, 1825):3, 5, 6. Reprinted in
Nation’s Health, V1I, no. 7, 453.
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Chicago; in southern California a larger proportion hgd regided in
the United States the five-year period which conferred immunity from
deportation on this groend. But in 1931 some destitute Mexicans in
Gary were so ready to return to Mexico that they were finally willing
to accept even deportation as & means of getting there, although they
knew it might forever bar their return to the United States;

‘We encountered two instanees of opposition to the charities. One
Mexican husband, from motives not entirely clear, refused to receive
charity even though his family needed it, and another objected to
the supervision exercised by the charitable agency, saying, ‘‘They
come and watch your house.’’

There were, of course, instances of Mexicans who took advantage
of a charity. A Mexican social worker replied to guestioning:

Bome are spoiled, but not only Mexicans, They sse somecne else aided, and so
they fry to see if they can get soms too. I was told of one cese of a Mexican
family which was helped by the charities and nsed the wmonsy to buy land ix
Meoxico. But I knew an Italian weman aided by the charities who ai ihe pamse
time hired a Maxzican serub woman,

Another Mexiean, ashamed of one of their own leaders, admitted:

Mrs. X [the American charity sxeeutive] does more for the Mexicans than
say Mexican in the colony, but instead of apprecisting it, Y [a Mexican] teils
the Mexicans that they should clamor for her to do more. But she is saving the
money whick has been collected [by the community chest] for fimee whem it is
more Beeded. Some of the Mexicans say the Americans are trying to take their
money [subseriptions to the chest] or to Iaugh at them. They don’t knew their
own friends.

A Mexican expressed his pride that his countrymen in the United
States do not beg:

A Mexican will starve or steal hefore he bege. He is proud and will work his

fingers to the bone bofore begging. You cannol say thay of the other peoples,
In Chicago I have never seen 6 Mexican asking for monsy on the sirests or
begging for food from house to house like I have seem Poles, Ifalians, and
pthers do,
During three years of field research I never was asked for money by
Mexicans, and except in their own country, never saw them beg; not
infrequently, however, I was accosted by American ‘‘panhandlers.’’
In the Chicago-Gary area instances of pauperization and abuse were
mentioned to me only when I specifically raised the peint and then
. were related as highly exeeptional; they were not recited readily and
often as they were in the vicinity of Los Angeles.

In Chicago there were evidences of sincere appreciation of the
work of the various social agencies among the Mexicans, unmingled
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with sbuse of their aid. For example, & woman explained why she
did not share her }msbsnd s desire to return to Mexico:

I like the United States. The Tnited States is good protection for me. If
my babies are sick, the Welfare takes care of them. I ean go to the dispensaxy.
The nurse and doctor come, and whem there is mo money we don’t pay. It is
better hero than in Mexico.

Even the bitter sting of race discrimination could be forgotten in the
presence of friendliness and help. In the offices of the Immigrants’
Protective League at Hull House we were told:

Wo heard of this Hnll House even as fer as South Chicago and they spesk of
it in the railroad camps outside the city. We remember those things more than
the tawnts of ignorant Americans. . . . .

MEXICAN SOCIETIES
Mexican societies in the Chicago-Gary region are numerons and
varied in type. In 1928 there were approximately thirty-five societies
in the entire srea—twenty-three in Chicago, eight in Indiana Harbor,
and four in Gary. Of the soeieties in Chieago, five were located in
Sounth Chicago, two at the University of Chicago Settlement west of
the stockyards, and the remainder in the vieinity of Hull House.™
The principal type of society was the familiar mutualista, existing
on dues of, say, $1 per month, and dispensing sick benefits of doetor

fo The following societies, of the gemernl charneter indicated, were ascertained
to be in existence in 1928; date of foundstion, when determined, is given in
parentheses after the neme; the exclusion of sorie from snumeration above is
more or less arbitrary, depending partly on the completeness of data at hand:

Chicago: Bociedad Benito Juirex (1917), Sociadad Igmacio Zaragoza {1921),
SBoeiedad Miguel Hidalgo ¥ Costillo {1025), Bociedad Hispano-Americana {1924},
Sociedad de Obreros CatSlicos, maiualisias; lodge Neo. 170, of the Alinmza
Hispano-Americana {(1827), fratermai-bemefit; Club Anfihuge {1026 or earlier)
gnd Club Atlético ¥ Sooial Coanhtemoc (18268 er esrlier), Clubk Becreative Ideal
{1928}, recreational and social; Club Cultoral Latino-Americano (1928, with
which the Club Reersativo Astoca was combinad}, Bociedad Faminil Mexicans
{1927}, euliural and soeial; Masomic lodge Hiram Neo. 6 (1828 or earlier);
Comisién Honorifies {1926}, Sociadad de Esfusrro Cristianc *‘San Marcos®’
{about 1925}, Friendly Club at St. Mark’s church {1928}, (in 19288 a Club Ree-
restivo was formed, and the Crur Aszal was revived, but these, three theosophical
lodges, and some apiritualiat societies, are not counted above); South Chicago:
Sociedad Obreros Libres {1822), Scciedad Caballeros de Nuestra Sefora de
Guadalape (1827 or earlier), mutualistas; Sociedad Santo Nombre, Ligs Epworth,
Union Bautista de Jovenee {1927}, Sociedad Reereativa Feminill Guadalupans
(1928 or sarlier), Ligs Mexicans de Jovenes Christinnos (1928), Masonic lodge
Lux in Umbra No. 50 {1928}, chariered, like tha other lodge, by the Rite Nacional
Mexicano in Mexico City; Indiana Harbor: Soeiedad Mutualista Benito Jufirex
{1924, sepurate from sociely of similar pame in Chicago), Sociedad Mutualista
{unsuhtemos {1825), Cirenlo de Obreros Catflicos Bam José (1924}, Sociedad
Jond Maria Morelos {1926}, Bociedad Feminina Msxicana (1928), affiliated with
Bociedad Bemito Jufirez), muiuglistas; Hijos de México (1828); Comisién
Hoenorifies (1926); Cras Arzul (1881%); {Sociedad Banta .Crus, {}Iub de los 13
Club Deportivo International, and Feminil ‘Tesers del Hogar,’” exi
1829, not included); Gary: Bociedad Josefa Ortix Dominguex {1928}, Soele&ad
Esda&go {1528}, mutssks!u, Uaballeros do Guadalupe {1928 or earlier}, Hijas
de Maris (1928 or earlier).
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Chicago; in southern California a larger proportion had resided in
the United States the five-year period which conferred immunity from
deportation on this ground. But in 1531 some destitute Mexicans in
Gary were s0 ready to return to Mexico that they were finally willing
to aceept even deportation as a means of getting there, although they
knew it might forever bar their return to the United States:

‘We encouniered twe instanees of opposition to the charities. One
Mexican husband, from motives not entirely clear, refused to receive
charity even though his family needed it, and another objected to
the supervision exercised by the charitable agency, saying, **They
come and watch your house.”’

There were, of course, instances of Mexicans who took advantage
of a c}zarit;r. A Mexican social worker replied to questioning:

Soms are spoiled, but not only Mavisans, Thay see someone 2lse sided, aud so
they try to see if they can get some too. I was $old of one case of a Mexicant
family which was helped by the charities and used the money to buy Iand in
Mexico. But I knew an Italian womsan aided by the charitios who at the same
time hired & Mexican scrub woman,

Another Mexican, ashamed of one of their own leaders, admitted:

Mrs. X [the Ameriean charity executive] does more for the Mexicans than
any Moxican in the colony, but instead of appreciating it, ¥ {a Mexican] tells
the Mexicans that they should elamor for her f0 do more. But she iz saving the
meney whick has bean collected [by the community chest] for times whem it is
more noeded. Some of the Mexicans say thoe Americans are trying to fske their
monay {anbseriptions io the c¢hest] or to laugh af them They don’t know their
own friends.

A Mexiean expressed his pride that his countrymen in the United
States do not beg:

A Mexican will starve or steal hefore he begs. Eeiapmdmdwiﬁm;rkitis
fingers to the bone beforo bogging. You cannot any that of the sther peoplee,
In Chicszgo I have never seen n Mexican asking for money on the streets or
begging for food from houwse to bomse lke I have eeen Poles, Italians, snd
others do.

During three years of field research I never was asked for money by
Mexicans, and except in their own eountry, never saw them beg; not
infrequently, however, I was accosted by American ‘‘panhandlers.””
In the Chicago-Glary area instanees of pauperization and abuse were
mentioned fo me only when I specifically raised the peint and then
. were related as hizhly exceptional; they were not recifed readily and
often as they were in the vieinity of Los Angeles,

In Chicago there were evidences of sincere appreciation of the
work of the various social sgencies among the Mexicans, unmingied
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with abuse of their aid. For example, & woman explained why she
did not share her husband’s desire to return fo Mexico:

I Like thae United Btates. The United Btates is good protection for me, If
my babies are sick, the Welfare takes care of them. I eam go to the dispemsary.
The nurse and doctor come, and whem there is no monsy we don’t pay. It is
* better hers than in Mexieo. :

Even the bitter sting of race discrimination could be forgotten in the

presence of friendliness and help. In the offices of the Immigrants’
Protective League at Hull House we were told:

‘We heard of this Hnll Fouse even as far xa South Ohicago and they speak of
it in the railroad eamps outside the city. We remember thoso things more than
the tannts of ignorant Americans. . . . .

MEXICAN SOCIETIES
Mexican societies in the Chicago-Gary region are numerous and
varied in type. In 1928 there were approximately thirty-five societies
in the entire area—twenty-three in Chicago, eight in Indiana Harbor,
and four in Gary. Of the societies in Chicago, five were located in
South Chicago, twe at the University of Chicago Settlement west of
the stockyards, and the remainder in the vicinity of Hull House™
The principal type of society was the familiar mufuglista, existing
on dues of, say, $1 per month, and dispensing sick benefits of doctor

te The following mocieties, of the pemeral eharacier indiested, were sscertained
it be in existense in 1928; date of foundsiion, when determined, i= givem in
parentheses after the mame; the sxelusion of mome from enumeration above ja
more or less arbitrary, depending partly on the completeness of data at hand:

Chicago: Soeiedad Benite Juirex {1917), Sociedad Ignario Zaragoza (1921),
Bociednd Miguel Hidalge Y Costillo {1925}, Sociedad Hispano-Amerieans (1984},
Bociedad de Obreroe Catllicos, mutualisias; lodge Ne. 170, of tha Alianxa
Hispazg-Americann (1$27), fraternal-benefit; Clab Andhuas (1926 or sarlier)
and Clab Atlétice Y Social Cuanhiemoe (3926 or eariier}, Club Beereativa Jdeal
{1028}, vecremiional and aoceisl; Cleb Cuitural Leiino-Amerieane (1928, with
which the Ciuzb Recreative Astoca was eombined), Soeciedad Feminil Mexicang
{19273, eultural snd soeial; Masonic lodge Hiram No. § (1928 or esrlier);
Comixién Honorifics {1986}, Socisdad de Esfoerse Cristianc “*San Marcos®?
{about 1925), Friendly Chub at St. Mark’s church {1926), (in 1925 & Chub Reo-
reative was formed, and ths Crus Aszul was revived, but theee, three theoso
lodges, and soms spiritualist soeieties, are not counted above); Sonth Chieago:
Bociedad Obreroe Libres (182%), Sociedad Caballeros de Nucstra Sefiora de
Guadaluope (1927 or eerlier), mutuolistar; Soeiedad Bents Nombre, Liga Epworth,
Unioa Bautists de Jovenes (1927}, Bosiedad Reereativa Feminil Gandalupans
(1928 or earlier), Liga Merieana ds Jovenses Christianos (1928), Masonie lodge
Lax in Umbrs No, 50 (1938}, chariered, like tha gther lodge, by the Rito Naeional
Mexicano in Mexieo City; Indiana Harbor: Soeciedad Mautualists Benito Jukres
{1924, separate from society of similar mame in Chicago), Sociedad Mutuslista
Ousuhtenos {1925), Otreulo de Obreros Catélicos San Josd (1824}, Soeisdad
Joob Maria Moreios {1826), Sociedad Feminina Mexicana (1928}, affiliated with
Sociedsd Besito Juokres), wuiwalisias; Hijos de Méxieo {(1928); Comisifn
Honorifies (1926); Crus Axol (19211); (Sociedad Santa Crux, Glnh de loa 13,
Cinb Deportive Intem:hmi, and Feminil **Tesoro del Hogar,”’ existing in
1829, aot included); Gary: Soeiedad Josefa Ontiz Domingues (1828), Sociedad
E;da!go {1928}, -s:sdntu, Caballoros de Guadziupe (1528 or earlier), Hijas
de Maria {1928 or earlier).
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bills, medicine, and, say, $1 per day for a limited number of weeks"
after the first week of illness. The Benito Jufirez society in Chicago
for a time provided group insurance for iis members, which it pur-
chased from an msurance compeny. Collections of individual sub-
scriptions for various purposes were sometimes sponsored by the
societies, usually for relief in case of illness or death. At least one
society provided & loan fund, built up by voluntary contributions of
members, thus forming & sort of credit anion. Some of the mufualisias
were sponsored, officially or mnofficially by religious organizations,
asnally Catholic churches, or in two instanees in Gary, by the Inter-
national Institute of the Y. W. (. A. Most of them, however, were
of entirely independent origin and affiliation. In st least one instance
where dissension arose, & Catholie éociei;y was snbsequently ‘‘dis-
owned’’ by the local church authority, and the Sociedad Hispano-
Americana of Chicago outgrew its origins at a Baptist mission. Some
of the societies were social and recreational, & few simply athletie, and
a few were ‘““eultural’’ ie, they perbaps maintained a library and
condueted programs on topies of interest. Discussion of politics and
religion was eustomarily barred in the non-religious societies. Societies
frequently carried on aetivitics of more than one type: for example,
most of the societies, whatever their primary purpose, maintained
some social activities, usnally cccasional dances; some combined social
and athletie, or cultural and athletic activities; and contributions to
the defense of paisanos in legal or other difficulties were sponsored by
societies of almost any type.

In addition to these societies, there were usnally in each major
colony—Chicago, South Chicago, Indisna Harbor, and Gary—annusi
eommittees to organize the patriotie celebration of the national holi-
days, partiecularly the Sixteenth of September, This practice is cus-
tomary wherever in the United States Mexicans are found in groups.
The simple spontaneous process was described by a Mexican in
Chicageo:

For the Sirteenth of September celsbrations scmeone calls a meeting and at
the meeting & committee is olested to take sharge of the celebration.

The ‘‘someone’’ who calls the meeting seldom fails. Sometimes these
eommittees were formed of representatives of the existing societies,
sometimes entirely independently of them. There were also three
Mexican spiritualist societies, one organized in 1927 in the Hull House
eolony and snother in South Chicago, which early in 1929 divided,
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one group mesting near the stockyards.™ Three spiritualist organs,
La Estrella (the Star), El Siglo Espirstual (the Spiritualist Century),
and El Hervaldo del Espirdualismo (the Herald of Spiritualism), were
published. In the major eclonies there were also Mexican bands, whose
members were usnally uniformed ; they practiced -assiduously without
remuneration other than the pleasure derived and the homage ren-
dered by the Mexican colony apon the occasion of their publie appear-
ances. In 1929 a Club Pro-Vasconcelos was formed to advance the
candidsaey of José Vasconeeloa for the presidency of Mexico., A society
called Unién Nationalista Mexicana, actively sympathetic in 1928 with
the clericals in Mexico was, like the Club Pro-Vasconeelos, an echo
of politics in Mexico, and an indieation of the immigrants’ retention
of interest in the affairs of the mother country.

The formation of the Unién Nationalista Mexicana to further the
canse of the clericals was soon answered by the organization of a
Mexican Masonic lodge which showed & particular interest in affilisting
with it the leaders of warious groups in the Mexican colony.

The number of members claimed for the various societies ranged
from twenty to one hundred twenty., Most of them were much eloser
to the Brst figure than io the second. Mortality among soeietieg
diminished further their influence among the Mexicans. ™

The career of many of the societies has been marred by dissension
and instability, yet a number have shown marked ability to snrvive.
Most of the elements of dissension will appear from examination of
the history of some of the socicties.

The first society in the areas was Benito Jufirez, organized at the
elose of 1917 by Mexicans working for the Rock Island Railread in
the vicinity of 37Tth and Wentworth Streets. Yts aims were both bene-
ficial and reereational. In 1918 the soeiety was incorporated. With
the coming of business depression in 1920-1921, involving anemploy-
ment and the return of many to Mexico, the society disintegrated.

71 Unpublished papers of Robert Q. Jones describe the apiritualist societies
in greater detwil

12 The following societiee whick had been active earlier, were inactive, so far
A was detormined, in 1928:—OChicagn: Crus Azul (1925 or earlier, revived in
1929}, Centre Coltural Manvel Acuiis {1926 or earlier, dishbanded 1927), Sociedad
Protectora det Cantive {1925}, Centro Feminil Educativo Azioca (1526 or earlier),
Comixién Mexicana Independiente {1926 or sarlier), Comité Pro-Cultura (1926
or garlier}, E! Contro Bendficx Amado Nerve (1925 or earlier), Circule Iatine
{1P26 or carlier); the Sociadad Fraternal Mexicana (1523 or 1924) becams =
lodge of the Aliznsa Hispeno-Americzna in 1927, and Club Recreativo Axteea
{1923) merged into ths Club Letinc-Americano; South Chieago: Sociednd de
Santo Nombre (1927 or earlier); Indiara Harbor: Pro Putria (1922, disbanded
1923); Gary: Boeiedad Protectora Mexicana {1921-1926}.
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The significant story of its revival with middle class aid, and the
splitting off of a group of laborers is related by a printer.

In 1921 the society was almost gone. Omly the president and treasurer
remiined. When they ran out of money to pay ths state, thoy ealled & meeting of
their friends to reorganize the sociely. The president iried to get the best
Merxican people. He was himself a tigar-maker with & small business. He brought
in doctors, lawyers, and the Hke, I joined at this time.

The. laborers then didn’t want to come in with the doetors, lawyers, ete, They
said they {idn’t like the principles; that the Benite Jufrer pecpls wers so high
{hat they had ne principles [Le, would make no efforts] to help the poor Mexicans,
only to have good times. Bo the lazborers and thoss with trades loft and formed
their own society. In this way the Socigda& Ignacic Zaragoze was formed in 1921,

In 1922 the Benito Jufrez society established a benefit scale of
$100 for less of arm, foot, or eye, and $10 per week for six months.
Sick members were t0 receive $1 per day after the first week for a
period of six months, and doctor bills were to be paid. Dues were
fixed &t $2 per month, In 1925, group insurance was purchased, and
the other benefits abandoned. Half of the dues were used to pay for
the insurance and the remainder for charity and other purposes,

But the middle class and professional men failed to provide sta-
bility of exisience, and in 1928 the society was agsain in need of
“*reorganization.’’

Nowr the doctors, lawyers, ete, don’t come to the meetings, and only the
president and seeretzry are loft, Bulletins of the society were printed in 1922
and im 1926, but they never paid for the iast bullstins. I fold them fo pay my
duss and inmurancs and charge it off the printing bill, but they didn™t; they said
they had no money. Now we are asll behind in our dues, and would have to pay
back dues to rojoin. The soeiety may reorganize,

The first Mexican society in Gary dates from 1921, when the
International Institute of the Y. W.C. A. began active social work
smong the Mexicans.” Following relief and reereational activities
and the formation of a club, or ‘‘knitting class’’ of five girls, an
sttempt was made to formm a women’s club. The account of the
organization of this club, and especially how the lead unexpectedly
but significantly was teken by the men, is revealing:

Worker had attempied for some time to form a club zmong the women and
mget with gome enthosizam. But the night of the first meeting, most of ths women
sent their hushands to represent them, on account of babies, meals, and Ianches
for boarders, ete., and in this mannese the elub got under wsy and continned. It
tarned into a men’s club.

s Unpublished memoranda in the files of the International Institute, Gary,
entitled +* The Mexican colony, 1981-1828 inclusive,”* dated November, 1926, and
i Hintory of the Mexican coleny, 1987-1928 inclusive,*’ dnted November 22, 1928,
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The society became known as La Socieded Protectora Mexicana, In
1926, upon the instigation of the Mexican president, & women's branch
called La Sociedad Mutualista Feminina was formed.

But dissension and fluetusting fortunes ran throughout the lives
of the societies, Of the first society it was said:

From that time to this, 1928, there has been & chub in Gary, & cluab that has
weatherad the storms of aix years, althouph it has frequently been submerged
under weves of ¢pposing opinion or steered out of its course by poor leaders,
Nevertheless it haa always come into harbor, even if with an unrecognizable aspect.
But shortly thereafter the society suffered collapse.

The Sociedad Protectorn Mexicansa eontinued to exist until the fall of 1827;
during the winter of 1028 the president . ... and the treasurer ... . were
accuged of omberzlement and were srrested by one of the members . ..., and
weare found guiltless at the trisl, However, in the mesntime the eredit and reputa-
tion of the scciety suffered, and toc, the new president was a drinker and was
not trusted by bis people. A committee of members of the soeiety . . . . [includ-
ing the president] appreached [the Spanish-American] minister ai Gary Neigh-
borheod Houmse for assistanes in restoring the society to its former plaze.

The Spanish American minister was elected president and a Mexican
soeial worker was made chairman of the women’s division. For a time

there was prosperity and debts of $600 were cleared up. But soon &
ery of religion was raised, whieh proved fatal.

It ssamed advisable to lsave Roumanian Hall which was being rentad nt a
high rats and move to the coitage belonging to Gery Neighborhood House which
rented for $25 & month, This proved disastrous as certain faetions soon began te
accuse the Protestant membership of ‘‘running’? the club.

The Catholic interests of some members took rather definite form.

Then soms people tried to get the clud to donate monsy to the Caballaros de
Guadelope [Catholic society].

Naturally this preposal seemed unreasonsble to others. The Spanish
American minister resigned from the presidency, hoping to quiet the
religious confliet, but the wounds were already too deep. The society
struggled slong and finally disbanded entirely, moved out of the
cottage, and stored the furniture. New societies arose, however, from
the ashes of the old.

In October 1828 a group of pecple still interssted in sesing the Mexicans of
Gary organized oalled a mesting and formed the new scciety known as Bociedad
Hidalge. The women of the original sociely came to the Iastitute and asked if
they might come thare and organive a separate club ¢f their own, With the help
of the Imstitute workers they organised in Oclober 1628, naming themselves
Josefn Ortis Dominguez, snd naming . . .. & former member of the Institute
staff as their advisor. The aims of this alub are 'social’* and ‘‘benefit.**
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The first Mexican society in Indiana Harbor, excepting the Cruz
A, wes a mulualista called Pro Patria, established in 1922, After
somewhat less than two years it expired. In 1924 the Benito Jufrez
society was formed, also a8 & mufualista. Dissatisfaction within, said
to focus on the smallness of the benefits, led to a division, the dis-
senters founding the Sociedad José Maria Morelos in 1926, In 1928,
& Sociedad Feminina Mexicana wag organized in affilliation with the
Benito Judrez Society. .

In the meantime other societies were formed, including the Cireulo
de Obreros Catélicos San José in 1924; but ia 1929 peace had
departed. There were two other societies claiming to be the Catholie
gocieties, the right of the San José society to call itself Catholic any
longer was reported to be under attack by loeal church authority and
by Mexicans who said that its members “‘talk against the priests,’’
a member of the San José society was suing a member of another
society, and the directors of one of the societies claiming to be the
rightful church society were bringing suit against their enemies of
another gociety. In 1928 I talked with the Mexican who the following
year was the storm center; at that time he had but recently come to
the city, and told us that, having chosen carefully to cast his lot with
the most promising society, he was going to bring unity to the societies
of the city! At that time he expounded the caunses of dissension
prevalent among Mexican societies:

The Mexican societies sre divided by the fact that toco many waat te be
Isaders. All want to be genersls and none aoldiers. .Another difficulty is the
conflict between the Catholics and the anti-cloricsls. . . . . The anti-clericals may
be Catholics, too, but not in the political semse. A third factor ia business compati-
tion, to got or remain in control of the sucieties for ressons of prestige and to
aid one’s business, for example, the printers.

Interestingly, all of the factors which he mentioned were involved
in the turmoil which ensued within a year,

Statements of informed Mexicans and pewspaper comments may
be added to the historical examples already cifed to reveal factors
of disunity and instability. One Mexzican stressed the poverty and
the irregular and shifting employment of many Mexicans which
affect their relations to any society:

It is very hard to organice mocieties and colleat the dues. They do not work
regularly; they have to move with the work. If thore is no work they fall behind
in their dues. It in not long until they are in arrears to the sum of #7 or #8.
Now the question presents itself: Here is $10; shall I buy a pair of shoes #nd
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some stockings snd shirts that I meod, or shall T catch up on my dues?! The
answer is only natural. There have been many societies which bave come and
gone in Chicago &8s a result of this,

He further pointed out the heavy drain on funds of a few illnesses
for which benefits are given, or of even deliberate malingering:

At times 8o one has been sick; other times one or two cases have exhausted
their funda and the seciety broke up. There was one case in which a member
pinyed sick and the mouney went to him till it was all gone,

A Spanish priest aiso described finanecial Hmitations as breeders of
diseord:

These mutualistic societies arc small in membership and .. .. cannot exact
great contribniiona. Fifty cents a week Is sabout the maximium they can aak snd
receive. As long ag nobody is sick or needs helpe for a while, the sosiety ecan go
on well, But as sometimes happens, in the second or third month seme do get sick,
others injured, and the first {wo or three ecazes take up the existing funds of the
#ociety., That is bad, but what is worse, follows. Bocause of the lack of funda
there are often disagreements, misunderstandings, which lead te dissord and
recriminations on the part of those dissatisfied with the officers. Then the eventugl
break-up.

Others spoke of dissatisfaction over administration of finances, whieh,
whether justified or nof, caused dissension, and even the bresk-up of
societies, The initial collapse of the Cruz Azul in Chicago was aseribed
to this by a leading and informed Mexican:

The Cruz Azul lasted one year. They gave dances, parties, and took up colles-
tions from Mexican business men. Bakeries gave bread and grocerise, and people
gave clothes and ghoss. But se many poor pecple wanted help thai there was not
enongh, and some had to be refused. Then the Mexicans thought beesuse thare
woére so many who couldn’t get help that no one got help. So weord was passed
around: What do they do with the funds¥ So ne one waated to take charge any
more and have snch things said ahout them,

Attacking as finanecially jeslous a group within both the Cruz
Azul, and snbsequently the Soeciedad Hispano Americans, a Mexicen
newspaper of the time stated under the title **The Obstructionists’’;

Apparently the agitators and destroyers of the Mexiean societica have started
activities agein. They suecoeded in making the Crur Azul .. .. disintegrate.
Now they have started ox one of the most serious secioties wo have in Chi.
€8g0. . . . . Bince these obatructionists have mot been admitied fo any mocietics
but the one they sonirol, they are frying to get the Club Hispeno-Americanc to
unite with them, arguing that they are trying te form one conmolidated society.
They only seek the dissolution of it and notoriety for themselves. The Mexican
eolony knows about the most monstrous erime we have ever heard of, to kill
wickedly an institution of charity hecause the Board of Directors refused to give
them blank checks already signed. This is the real origin of the ill-will of thoss
dostroyers of institutions 7+

14 Corvreo Mezioane, October 15 and Decamber 4, 1926.
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A very intimate glimpse of what seems to be & similar sttack
appears in the account of the meeting of a society in 1930:

Then when it ¢came to choosing the secretary, among the nominations was the
name of Bra. A. . ... This distingnighed lady asked lseve fo spesk a word
expleining why she could not necept the charge, since for some time sho had been
constantly annoyed by the telephons, and ancnymsus people aceussd her of unirne
things, for example that she was rich from manipulation of her secretaryship.—
The meeting demonstrasted by applamse to Sra. A. how satisfied it was with
her workTs

In Indiana Harbor it seemed necessary to reply in the newspapers to
a published attack on & lodge of the Alianza Hispano-Americans, said
to contain “‘falsehoods and ealumnies, which are clearly a case of
vulgar envy or bad faith, . . . .7

In Chicago a Mexican mechanic with good education stressed the
gulf between classes of Mexicans as & factor for disunion which was
noted earlier in {he Benito Judrez Society:

The lower classea don’t want to join with the middle and apper classes. In
Merico wo have these people for cheap servants. They are very nice poople but
not edueated. Here they dress up better but they don't fesl comfortable with the
upper classes becauase their speech is not eorreet.

A Mexican groecer in Indiana Harbor made the same point:

It is hard for them to go to the meetings with the higher classes. There sre
& fow loaders but the rest are ignorant. They feel embarrassed if the high class
Maricans go where they are, . . . . Our aim was to unite the whole eolony. First,
we learned that we needed instructiom, books, etc. Bat the peoner did not care for
fnstruction. 'We found that they needed elean hands, clothes, ete. But the peones
said they did not care; they said because we were clean wo wers trying fo be
‘better than they; they said they did mot need to be told how to dress.

One Mexiean suggested that the traditional feelings of Mexicans
from some states in Mexico against those from other states also aided
in keeping the Mexican eolonists disunited. Another Mexican, presi-
demt of one of the Mexican socicties, charped that interested persons
sought fo keep the Mexican societies disrupied and diseredited in the
eyes of both Mexicans and Americans. At an open meeting of
Mexicans, he said,

Let us ever be on the alert to oust from our midet those whe would plant and
sow the discord, the ill-will, the break-up of our friemships and our purposes.
There are many who would join us, agree with ua, Ister only te take held of the

reins and by dispraceful scts discredit ua not ouly before our own pesple bat
amongst Amerieans, For it is to their hemefit and to their sdvantage that we

15 Mexioe, Octobar 28, 1930,
76 Moxioo, March B8, 1920,
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remain digunited. Thers are powerful interosts here in Chicego and elsswhere whe
look with jealous eyes on our sfforis to mnite sad beiter ourselves. It is more
than often that their emissaries come amongst uz to discrganize and Qisropt us.
‘When they do come, Iet us pick them sut, and step on them hard and cast them ont.

No other evidenee of active hostility from outside the societies came
to our attention, nor did any other Mexicans in this area suggest it.
A Spanish priest, notwithstanding the rifts which have been
observed in soeieties even nnder religions auspices, in South Chicago,™
Indians Harbor, and under semi-religious auspiees in Gary, thought
that religions auspices were an advantage to the societies; like a priest
in western Colorade he told us thet they should organize *‘in the
shadow of the churech.”’ He added a belief in racial instability:

It has been my experience in the United States that other than the religisus
societies in Mexican zoloniea do not succeed go very woll. When I first came here
I was quite enthused over their mufualistic socistics and their efforts to help ove
another; since then I huve chanped my mind from experience. In the first place,
they Limif their memberships to Mexicans slone, and where there are not many,
the moeiet¥ is small, ‘Where there are many Mexieans, there are many socisties, so
the individusl society is small anyway. I do nof know why it shonld be, but
the Latin race has that tendency to be so divided sad split up, and not sapable
of any great united sfforts like the other pooples nndertake and do.

'A Mexican near the stockyards was similarly frank about the diff-
eulty with which his people sustained their efforts at organiza-
tion, slthough he did not suggest that this was beesuse of any racial
characteristie:

The Mexicans start socisties with onthusiasm, but don't continme, Each one
is too much for himgelf, ’

Since the rise of Mexican colonies in this region, repeated efforts
have been made to unite the various societies; the failure of these
adds to evidences of disunity apparent in many individual societies.
At least as early as 1924 there was publie talk of uniting the Mexican
societies of Chicago. The first attempt to take tangible form was the
establishment on March 30, 1925, of the Confederacién de Sociedades
Mexicanas de los Estados Unidos Americanos. Under the leadership
of a Mexican, A. J. Fink, at 1616 West Taylor Street, representatives
of nine societies in Chicago, Indiana Harbor, Joliet, and Waukegan
united."™ The confederation lasted about & year and & half, when

*7 Nolson, op. oit, 28, . .

T8 Meioo, April 11, 1025. The societies were:—Chicago: Benito Jufrez,
Sociedad Hispano Americans, Obreros Libres, Sociedad Fraternal Meaxiesna, Clab
Anfhuse; Indiena Harbor: Benmite Jufirez; Joliot: Sociedad Mutualista Moete-
zump, Comisién Monorifica; Waakegan: Club Atlas Mexicans,
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because of internal dissension between soeieties and the same &iffi-
culties which individual societies eneonntered, it broke down. Mexico
announced the impending doom of the confederation in these words:

After two hard years the Conforenss geemed fo be approaching = satisfactory
condition, had it nof been for eertain evils brought on by persons not scenstomed
to these struggles of organization individusls not prepared for sims so elovated
as are necessary in our environment. 'We have o nmumber of important faets which
convince us that a real disaster is taking place in the unfortunste inatitution.’e

During its existenee, the confederstion was active in defense of
Mexicans in legal dificulties, in combatting public soeial diseriming-
tions against Mexicans, and in pther ways assisting Mexicans to meet
problems arising in the new environment.

Patriotism and anti-imperialism, broadened to include all Hispanie
Americans, lent fervor to & new appeal for unification the following
year:

Anocther important peint in our journslistic program will be that of coopers-
tion for the unification and eloser relations of all the Hispapic American countries
so that united and strong they can offer firm registance to the imperisliatie
pretensions of the foreigmer, whoover he may be,

From Mexico to the southern border of Pitsponia, inclnding the Antilles, is
ull for us like ono immense Fatherland with one greet heart that beats with the
same feoling, and with ome great mind fired with the supreme ideal of the
race. . .. .

But above all, ceoperation and beiter intelligence between all the Hispanie
Americans of Chicago will ocecnpy our atiention most, since it is this that will
make them stronger and more respeeied, andwﬂiphuthmmabett&rhght in
the opinion of outsiders.

To ba completely sacecessfnl, we mast try, in the first place, to have all the
varions Mexiean societics welded into one single society, and then proceed to the
unification of the other brothers for the sake of the race, the language, sand the
customs, which, today seattered aud separaied, are priceless ciphers in the grest
numerical quantity of the Hispanie Amarican ¢olony in Chicsgo.6o

In 1927 hopes of unification of the societies in Indiana Harhor
were expressed in glowing terms:

In Indiana Harbor the seed has fallen infe the fwrrow which will germinate
& frank spirit of sans cooperation and s noble discipline. The aursola of pros-
perity which will bring the light of union to ail the resident celeny can be
glimpsed.s! :
But the hopes did not materialize. Again in the spring of 1929 a
Confederacifn de Sociedades del Condado de Lake was formed in
Indians Harbor, but it failed to include some important societies, and

0 Angust 21, 1926,

80 La Notioia Musdiol, August 7, 1927,
&1 Correc Mericono, I‘ebruary }9, 1927,
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dissension had never been so rife as if was during the summer
of 3923

In 1928 a Comité Pro-umificacién de ls Colonia Mexicana was
initiasted in Chicago by some lower middle elass Mexicans, This was
greeted by the press with characteristic enthusissma and patriotism:

A labor more noble snd Mexican you could not have at?mhpte&.”

A month earlier, the retiring president of & society holding & publie
mesting at Hull Hounse had voiced the usual appesl for anity:

In this distriet bounded by Canal, Madison, Ashland aud 16th thers are over
six thousends of Mexicans. Where there exist six societies of Mexieans there
should be only sne, Let us unife into one strong scciety to proiect each others?
intoreeta instead of being divided as we are. Why mmust we suffer this enrse of
disunity which Iays us 50 open to the aitack of omr ensmies. I am but an old
man; it is up to0 you young people to do this. If an old man can foel this way,
why is it that the young, encrgetic blood does not bring once and for all an eud
to this disunion? Let it be & mutuslistic society, a socizl one, or one of hoth
{t¥pes], but let us have but one.

Again in the fall of the same year & move for united action under
title of Centro Mexicano was made; again, despite previous discour-
agements, hopes were raised.

Naturally althongh we have scen all the projects and good intentions fail
which have originated with the different groups who in different forms have tried
to make the colony understand our great need of remedying ouwr collective status,
the mere announcement of the aims of this committee makes ws have the new
hope of moon secing the largs Mexican colony cceupying a plaece of dignity and
konor smong the various foreign colonies whick lend color and prids to this
modern Babylon called Chicago.ss

In 1929 once more the call to organize was raised, this time under
the slogan Pro Patria Y Obrero. The statement of aims, widely
inelusive yet often vague, is more than ordinarily revezling:

Btrengthen the friendly relations between the local and nearby sccietics,
mediste in a friendly way bstween them; ercourage the reciproeal interests which
develop the grost ideals of mocial betterment, suck as cultwre, morality, sconomis

82 The roll of socisties joining the confederation, formed on the initiative of
the firsf four, was as follows: Cunuhtemos, Morelos, San Joss, Hijos de México,
Chub de los 13, Banda de Obreros Mexicanos, Feminil ¢ Tesoro del Hogar,'’ Club
Deportive International—Mesico, September 4, 1929,

88 Mexioo, July 21, 1928. Similar patriotic appeal followed an sarlier enumers-
tion of the Mexican societies of Chicago (Corree Mewioono, Beptamber 8, 1926} :
¥4 The preceding fills us with pride, but we manage to demonstrate that Maricans
Enow how to be united and fraternal.?’ Similarly, when the Comisitn Honorifiea
wan cetablished (ibid.,, September 14, 1926): ‘“Wa Mexicans in a foreign langd
should give proof that we know how to be brotherly, for when one is a good
brother, one is & good son.?”

84 Mexico, Dacember 5, 1928,
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dovelopment, and study of all the secial problems of marked interest as Mexicans
&nd Iaborers, but prohibiting the discussion of political or religious questions.
To attain this, interchange of ideas will be favored, by means of private discus-
sions within each zociety or else public ones; working for the establishment of a
library; to foster the idea of savings, so that it ¢an be the meens of aiding the
attainment of the economic independence of the organized laborers and of the
aclomy in genersl. .
By what is indicated you will see how many hopes we entertain tha the loeal
and neighboring societies will soon form the greatly desired union, so that the
aspirations of each particular soeiety will be realized. We have mo Joubt that
yoa will give us your moral support and lend us & hand o help solve hetter the
preblems which eonfront us sz Mexicans s

Underlying the efforts of the Mexican population to organize are
the desire for social and recrestional contacts with countrymen, for
mutual sid in times of necessity, whether finaneial stress or what is
conceived to be legal or soeial oppression of Mexieans. All attempts
to unite face the instability of shifting membership which is inevitable
in'a population which is shifting. Other factors of dissension and
instability already mnoted—class differences among Mexicans, with
the wide gulf which this implies, personal jealousies and ambitions,
disputes over nse of funds, religious and political differences which
often have their roots in Mexico, and poverty—all have served as
chstacles. Yet some socielies persevere, some go into eclipse and
“‘reorganize,’’ thus maintaining a thread of continuify, and the
glowing hopes of unifying the organizations of the colony remain
perennial. ) . :

The societies, although actively participated in by only a small
minority, play an important role which directly and indirectly affects
the life of the entire colony. Many more Mexicans use pool halls as
their social centers. The small Ebrerias or book stores serve as gather-
ing places where Mexican polities from the days of Porfirie Diaz to
the sssassination of Obregin were discussed. Groups which more or
Jess informally come together at settlement houses, churches, night
school elasses, or elsewhere offer social contaeis o many. The largest
numbers are attracted fo patriotic celebrations or occasions such as
the public appearances of the various Mexican bands. But these
gatherings lack the intimacy, cohesion, and eontinvity which, despite
their failures, the societies afford. '

8¢ Ibid., Beptember 8, 1928,
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LAW OBSERVANCE AND ENFORCEMENT

Opinions concerning the proneness of Mexicans to violate law
bave an intrinsiec importance irrespective of their foundation or lack
of foundation in objective fact. In this section both opinion and faet
are examined, so far as possible.

Some persons thought the Mexicans dangerous:

The Mexicans kill one anothar about ones & week.

The Mexizans earry guns sud have a bad part of town. I would not go down
in their part of town after dark for anyihing.

Ahout a week ago they rounded up about thirteen and teok them to jail. They
were upstairs in that building and were doing something, what I do not kmow,
but you could hear them. Every once in o while they would throw an empty bottle
&t someons paszing ou the street below. About two months age they had a riot
down §7th Street and it took three Cadillacs of police and & couple of motorcycles
1o atop them. They are always shooting or stabbing each other, It’s fierea,

Others were more temperate. It was a policeman who said:

They are not eriminsis at heart and we have less trouble with them than with
other nationalities, They are mot robbers and thieves, Carrying a weepon is the
greatest [not most nomerous] offense and getting drank is the sscond. The other
people peddle out the poison [ie., liquor] and the poor devils drink it

But even he was apprehensive of danger when piacing Mexicans nnder
arrest. The more friendly accounts siressed a belief, not held by all,
that the Mexicans kept their disturbances to themselves. _

Mexicans were generally ready to admit the charges against their
own countrymen, but usually not without observing that other
nationalities, t0o, had similar {ransgressors:

IthinkSea&Ghieagokuambaﬂnme&saMen‘eanwimiyamangthe
Mexicans themselves. At night sometimes it is like g revolution hers,

The Mexicans have earned their reputation. When the Irish or Poles drink
they do it at home and stay home; they bother no oue, But the Mexiesns drink
and then go out; they go on the strect snd holler and yell. Qué esodndalo! And
them they fight with other Mexicans in their houses and ¢ the street. The police
¢ome and take them in and put them in jail; but what [else] can they dot? Es
triste! The worst of all ave those malos hombres that earry & knife or gun around,
Bome of thers are Mexieans, They mike irouble sll the time. It is very bad for
all of us who are gquiet snd want to live well with their ueighbors. They think
all the Mexioans are like that. They always tell us that. But I laugh and keop
still when I see somo of those cabetas de nieve [white-heads] going to jail; they
have some bed ones themselves. But we Mexicans are bad asd have a bad
reputation.
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They [ths Poles] say we aro drank and low. Thoy are not better than we,
but they are worss. They say we are not fit to associate with. We do not want
to aseociate with them, witk people who silow thelr wemen to sppear drunk in
public and act like wild women, They raise hell in this town. The Mexicans do
their drinking ingide; the Poles go out ints the street hollering =nd caorsing. In
the house where I live there are some Poles who live on the first flat, There are
dve women snd sevem men; nome of them married, They get drunk thres times
& woek and raise Cain £ill 3 or 4 in the morning. They bang the chairs on the
wall and bresk the dishes. In the winter if I chop some wood npstairs for kindling
the women come upstairs cursing and yelling st me. Yom never hear of our
Mexican women acting that way or swearing, The Poles are s disgrace.

The keen observation was made by an Irish woman that the effects
of quarrelsomeness depend not so much upon sny inherent predis-
position to gquarrel as upon the weapons used under the secepted
national code:

The Maxicans, you know, don’t bother other paople, but they raisa hell amongst
thair own. That’® teo bad One menth ago there was one fellow shot at 8926
Green Bay. Only two weeks ago ome fellew carried & knife and tried to stab
another fellow on this corner. They keep the police busy waiching them and
sesing that they keep order. You kazow the Irish get rowdy or mad and give esch
other & black e¢ye, but they woulda’t kill each other. That's toc much.

An American pointed out the additional effect in accentuating the
bad reputation of Mexicans of selected and perhapa accented news of
their misdeeds whick appesrs in the papers:

The Mexicans got a bad reputatién through their dronkemness and sourt casce,
which are played up by the papers and are the only things we hear about the
Mexicans, Of conrse whites get drunk, too,

The availashle statisties on offenses by Mexicans in Chicago sre
presented in table 18. It appears that 1.4 per cent of the persons
arrested during the two-year period 1928-1929 were Mexieans by
nativity. ‘‘Mexicans,” izrespective of eountry of birth, constituted
but .57 per cent of the total population of Chieago, and Mexicans by
nativily were evea slightly less numerous. Therefore, it is clear that
Mexicans were arrested in numbers far beyond that to which their
proportion of the total population would ‘““entitle’”’ them, This was
even more true in 1930 when the percentage of Mexican arrests rose
to 1.85. Co:npem&.ting factors are noted below which mitigate the
force of the bare statistical comparison ; thers may also be noted here
the additional fact that Mexicans throughout the entire period of the
eomparison were much more frequently victims of nnemployment
fhan was the general population. Also, it will be observed from the
table that the proportion of charges against Mexicans for felomies,
viz., nine-tenths per cent, is much less than that against them for
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TABLE 18

ARRXETS AND CHARGES AND CONVICIONS IN THE MuNicreiL COUET, OF MEXICANS
ANp AMERICAN WHITES IN CE1ca60 1N 1028 AxD 1829*

ARREETR _ 128 1020 192820
Total 150,885 194,989 345,884
American white ..o 02,802 111,081 203,883
Per cent American white.... 815 57.4 53.9
Moxicans 2,147 2,609 4,846
Por cent Mexicans ... 14 14 1.4}
CrARGZS
Felonies
Tatal 21,279 £0,215 41,494
American white........ccccoeeene .. 12,437 12,208 £4,643
Per cent American white 584 §0.4 59.4
Mexican 175 202 a7t
Per cent Mexiesn ........... 83 1¢ R
Misdemeanora
Total 147,508 152,211 339,714
American white ... - 50,851 108,960 199,811
Per cent American white £€1.7 56.7 58.8
Mexican 2,108 2,625 4,728
Per cent Mexican.......... - 14 14 14
Both ‘
Total 168,782 212,426 381,208
American white. ... 103,388 121,166 224,554
Per cent American white . 613 57.0 689
Mexiean 2,278 2,827 5,105
Per cent Mexiean ......... ” 1.3 1.3 13
OoNviorions, MiSDEMBANORS
Totsl 84912 45,094 80,008
American whits 21,272 25,838 47,110
Per cent Americsn white...... 609 57.3 58.9
Mexican T 826 1,000 1,826
Peor cent Moxican ........ccevenen £4 2.2 238
Per CzNt CONVICTIONS, MISDRMEANGEE
Total 23.7 £3.5 23.6
American white . . £34 .2 238
Mexican 8.3 88.1 38.7

* Dats from snnual roports of the Police Department. /f American colored??
are geparated from *‘ American’’; therefore ‘‘ American?? in the report in given
a8 *‘ American whita’? in this table.

The same individual may have been charged and convieied of more than one
offense snd therefore counted mere tham omce in thess items. All data are
baned wpon arrests made in 1928 and 1923, Data on charges and convictions
for felonies did not permit comparisom

{ The pereentage of Mexican arreste roas to 1.87 in 1830; in that year, of
183,434 arreats, 3,433 wore arrests of Mexicens.

misdemeanors, a record which is distinetly favorable to them. Also
it is of interest that the percentage of Mexican arrests {1.4) is lower
than the pereentage of Mexicans under care of the United Charities,
which in 1930 was 3.4.



146 University of California Publications in Economics [Vor.7

TABLE 19—CRARGES UPON WHICH MEXICANS ARnEsted DURING TRE Two-YEiR
Prriop 1828-25 wers ConvicTen 1IN TEE Ohicaso MuNICIEan CoreT

Pelonics . Humber ) Por cent
Larceny and larceny by bail 124 87.9
Malicious mischief L] 43
Lareeny, attempted . 4 2.9
Larceny of antomobile 2 14
Recsiving stolen property 2 14
Larceny by pickpocket 1 .7
Larceny, accessory to ... 1 T
Other folonies ............. 1 g

Total ............ 141 100.0

Misdepreanors
Disgrderly conduct ................ . 1,231 87.3
Disorderly bouse, inmates of ............ inresarmrnensseas e 201 11.0
Carrying concealed firearm €5 3.5
Awgsanlt with deadly weapon e B3 34
Other concealed WeaPONE ... versicoverermcrcreccemanns 41 22
Gaming honse, inmsates of ..., 36 20
Houss of ill fame, inmates of 4 1.9
Speed law, violation of ....... PO 22 1.2
Bearch and seizure act 34 .8
Contributing to delinquency of child 14
License renewal ... 10 K
Refusal to pay taxi fars 8 4
Stopping at bonlevards [ 3
License plate display 6 3
Sundry Mcenses .. [ 3
Gaming house, keepers of .... [ 3
House of ill fame, keepers of 5 3
Asszult and battsry -} 3
Assault 5 3
Abandonment of ¢r non-support of wife or children 5 3
Rules of road 4 2
Auto operator intoxicated 4 o2
Lights on vehicles 3 1
Yagrancy 3 A
Obtaining meoney or goods by false pretenee......... 2 A
Loitering z 1
Adultery and formiestlon .......ooooeevreenn 1 N
Bastardy 1 1
Disposing of mortgaged property .o 1 .1
Boliciting for prostitution 1 .1
Licenzod chanffeur and operatord.. ..o, 1 1
Rogister number not shown 1 a1
Vehicles not to pass cars 1 a1
Compulsory eduocation 1 Jd
Porking ordinance 1 d
Other misdemeanors ... 16 0

Total 1,826 100.0

. *Data from annusl reports of the Poliee Depertment of Chicago. The same
individual may have been convicted upon more than one chargs aad therefore
ecunted more than cnce,
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In table 19 are shown in detail the charges upon which Mexicans
who were arrested during the two years 1928-29, were convicted in
the munieipal court of Chicage. Among felonies, the heavy pre-
ponderance of larceny in one form or another will be observed at once.
The range of “‘charges’’ wouid have been considerably wider, had
the table not been limited to the charges upon which conviciions were
obtasned in the municipal court, but eonvietions seemed preferable to
simply charges as a basis for this table. Among misdemeaners, ‘““dis-
orderly conduct’’ and ‘‘inmates of disorderly house'’ comprise 78.3
per cent of the convictions. This proportion is much higher than the
proportion of the same offenses among either American whites or all
nationalities, the figures of which were 57.3 and 58.9 per eent, respee-
tively. Assanlt of various kinds, and carrying weapons of various
kinds comprise another 9.7 per cent of the chargea on which convie-
tions were obtained against Mexicans. This percentage also is higher
than similar percentages for American whites and all nationalities,
which were 3.3 and 4.7, respeetively. The offenses of Mexicans are
concentrated much more than average in these two groups of charges,
probably mainly beeause of the very abnormal age and sex composi-
tion of the Mexican population in Chicago. The charge of vagraney
was very little used against Mexicans, which contrasts with the
extensive use of this charge in many other localities, for example, in
Stockton, Cslifornis, frequented by Mexican agricultural laborers,
where 32 per cent of the Mexicans arrested by the police in 1928 were
eharged with vagrancy, or in San Franciseo where 19 per cent of the
Mexicans arrested during the fiscal year 1929 faced this chargs.

Table 20 permits comparison between Mexican offenders and
offenders® of all other nationalities in respeet to sex composition and
marital status. The effect of the abnormal sex distribution of the
Mexican population of Chicago is at once apparent. The offenders of
&ll nationalities were 87.1 per cent males, but the percentage among
Mexicans was even higher, viz.,, 96.3. Only 2 per cent of the Mexican
offenders who were single were women, but these few constituted 39
per cent of all Mexican women offenders. The proportion of Mexican
offenders who were married was only 28.7 per cent as compared with
44.2 per cent of all nationalities; but the proportion of Mexican

86 Strictly, the number of charges upon which eonvietions wore obtained, whieh
may not be guite identieal with the number of individual **offenders,’” but whizh
is as elose as the svailable dais permit. In *‘Mexicans in the United States,’?
National sommission on law observance and enforcement, Eeports, Vol. ITI, Report

on erime and the foreign-bora, pp. 220-235, the present writer hss also diseussed
hwohmmumdmfemmtmgl&éﬁnminﬂmﬂﬁeagw&mrm



TABLE 20

CoMPARIEON 0OF BEX AND MARITAL STATUS 0F MEXIOANS Wire Poasons of Aty Namonatses Basep veon CrArGEs uron Warch
Mexicans AND Persons or ALL NaTionavrrizs, Anregrep Dusinag vam Two-Year Prerrop 1928-1020,
Wene Convicrep v Tae Cricago Muntcrear, Courr®

Married Bingle Totals
Male Fermnala Mule Foranle Marrind, hoth sexes Bingle, hoth sexes.
Number | Percont | Number | Percant | Number | Per cont | Number | Percent | Number | Per cont | Numbsr | Per cent
Felonies: -
exiCans...... ... 42 72.4 16 27.8 82 08.8 1 1.2 58 41.1 83 8.9
All nationnalities| 1,650 60.4 1,083 3.8 3,647 83.1 740 16.9 2,733 | 8.4 4,387 - 61.8
Misdemeanors : |
OXICANK.........c0nn 470 4.6 28 5.5 1,202 97.9 2.1 507 7.8 1,319 72.2
Atll1 pationalities| 30,513 85.3 5,244 14.7 | 40,105 9.6 4,144 9.4 | 35,767 4.7 | 4,240 56.3
otal: .
Moexicans............. & 92.2 44 7.8 1,874 8.0 2.0 565 28.7 1,402 71.3
All nationalities| 32,163 83.6 | 6,827 16.4 | 43,752 2.0 | 4, 10.0 | 38,400 4.2 | 48,638 B5.8
Mals Fomals Totals
Ml Fomal Totals
Married Bingle Married Sings Married and single | Married aud single
Rumber | Per cont | Number | Per Ssnt | Number | Per cont { Number | Per oent [Number IP« ocont | Numbar | Por cont | Number | Por cent
Felonies: . !
L1 | I —— 421 23.8 B2 | 66.2 16| 94.1 1 5.9 124 8.9, 17| 121 U1 2.0
All nationalities............cevs 1,560 1 31.1]8,647| 689 1,083| 0.4 740 | 40.6] 5,207 ] 74.4| 1,823 25.6| 7,120 100.0
Misdemoancors:
Mexican.....,.....coouns 47937 27.0)1,202| 73.0 28 | 50.9 29| 49.111,771| 07.0 55 3.0}1,8% 2.3
T.Atllinnt.ionalitiea ..... 30,613 | 43.2 (40,108 ¢ 568.8 | 5,244 | 55.9 | 4,144 | 44.1 {70,818 | 88.3| 0,388 | 11.7 80,008 | 100.0
otad:
[t 621 | 275 1,874 728 4 | 8l1.1 28| 38.9( 1,805 | 98.3 72 3.7 1,97 2.3
All nationalitien...... i 32,103 | 42.4 43,7621 57.6| 6,327 | G6.4 | 4,884 43.6|76,015 ] 87.1 (11,211 - 12.9 (87,126 | 100.0

* Data from annual report of the Pollce Department.

sTRuOu0LY s suospagnd Do D)) fo Apsssaniuf) 871

L1041
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women who were married was 6L.1 per cent, which was greater than
the proportion of married women among offenders of all nationalities.
Attention may be drawn also to the fact that the proportion of con-
vietions agamstMexxcaas {2.3 per eent) was higher than their pro-
portion of arrests {14 per cent), a fact upon which further comment
will be made below. The percentage of charges upon which convie-
‘tions for felonies were obtained, which were charges against Mexicans,
was 2 per eent; as in the similar comparison among arrests, this was
less than the percentage of convictions for misdemeanors which were
against Mexicans,

From such data as are available, then, the record of Mexicans as
observers of the law is clearly unfaverable to them, but less unfavor-
able than appears from the bare figures, for reasons cited below, and
less unfavorable than the opinions of their neighbors wonld suggest,
This disfavor is probably acconnted for largely by the unusually high
proportion smong Mexicans of such offenses ag disorderly eonduet,
assault, ete., most of which are rather conspicuous to neighbors. The
unfavorable portion of the Mexieans’ record for law observanee thus
Jooms large in their eyes.

Protests by Mexicans against the administration of justice by
police and courts were more speeific and frequent than in other aress
studied. 'Whether thers was less even-handed justicd than in some
rural areas is difficnlt to say; probably the facts that in the Chicago-
Gary region the Mexicans were & group prédominantly of males, in
an urban environment, far from home, and with local Mexican news-
papers, which brought individusal eases of abuse more generally and
vividly to the attention of the colonists, made them more voecal in
protest. On the other hand, there is the fact that the police in the
distriets inhabited by Mexicans were often first or second generation
of the very nationalities which feel themselves in competition with
the Mexicans and frequently have clashed with them physieally;
furthermore, the police were less aceustomed to the presence of Mexi-
cans in the community and were less familiar with their language and
behavior than in the Southwest where they have resided longer. These
faets naturally do not resolt in more gentle treatment of Mexicans.
At the same time, the line of soeial and economic cleavage between
Mexicans and the rest of the community, inevitably affecting adversely
their standing before the law, is not so clear and sharp as in the rural
Southwest.
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The Mexieans in Indians Harbor claimed that discriminatery
treatment by policemen, usnally Polish, was common. Four statements
may be quoied as representative. )

The policemen here sre hard on the Mexicans, If they see 5 Mexican drunk
they run him in, even if he has [only] a bresth. If it”s & Polille they pat him on
the back, take him by the hand, and ssy, ‘“Go on home &ad sleep it off,** oven if
they are seting like mad. It costs a Mexican $18 and $30 o drink; not & Pole.

The Mexicans take a lot of abuse kere in this town, The aunthorities are always
after us. If the Mexican drinks & glass of something and z policeman knows it,
into the calaboose for him. If they commit a nuisance, tho same. A Polo gets
drunk and the policeman takes him heme, If the other comunits & orime he has &
chanee to get away with it; not a Mexican, The others got druck by the families,
earry on brothsls, and are mever disturbed. If the Mexicana have a party and
gomebody Jaughs too loud, they raid the plsse and esll it disorderly conduct,

The police ars bad fo the Maxicany. They do mof wait for an explansation but
catch every Mexican they suspect and hit them over the hesd.

A policeman killed & Mexicen recantly, Just beeauss s Mexican is drunk they
bit him or do anything to him.

‘When I inquired of a Mexican in Gary why the Mexicans frequently
carry guns he referred to the ineident just mention by way of reply:

One reason the Mexicans carry guns is because of their relations with-the
police. The latter, especinlly in Indizan Harbor, shoot the Mexicans with small
proveeation. Omne shot a Mexican who was walking swsy from him, and laughed
as ths body wss thrown into the patrol wagon, They £ve not so bed as that
in Gary.

It should be added by way of moderation of the preceding, that a
Mexican seid in 1929 that, **Since Isst year the police freet the
Mexicans better.”’

In South Chicago I encountered on the streets a young Mexican
of almogt diminutive stature, with a8 surgical dressing on his scalp
covering & wound which he said had just been inflicted by the police.
His statement, although of course ex parfe, is nevertheless very
illominating:

My friends made me get drunk with moonshine; when I saw the police coming
I throw the smpty bottle on the fipor. The policemen kit me on the head with
his gun. I didn’t say nothing to him; I 4idn’t fight. ¥ didu’t say nothing in
court. My friend asked the jedge how much the fine was; he said $14, My friend
paid it and I gave him my $65 wateh until I can pay him back. Iz my countiry
- the pelice wouldn’t do that They would just teke & drsnk man by the arm
and take hims to jail, and let him out the mext day. Or if he was fightieg, he
would have to work & week in the fiower beds; nice work, not hard

In the vicinity of the stockyards a Mexican leader explained:

The avernge policeman's gititude is still against the Mexicans; the police ara
largely Irish and Polish,

+
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In the same area an Ameriean with reason to be well informed,
included the couris with the police in his eharges of maladministration
of justice:

The Mexicans got little protection in the eourts. The Maxieans are now
learning that you must buy justice. The police searehed the Mexican honses with-
out warrsnts [dering the Mexiean-Polish troubles] and Jet the srowd hil their
Moxican prisoners while they were in ensiody. The Moxican is in the same
position as ths Negro in the South. He is always wrong unless there is a white
man to speak for him.

A Mexican living nearby, independently reported “‘buying justice®
in a very literal sense:

Somstimes the police are all right to the Mexicans and sometimen they taka

money from them instead of srresting them. The polies hold out their hands,
spreading five fingers and say, **Babet’’ The Mexicans prefer paying #5 to being
arrestod, and therefore pay.
Redfield reports the deseription by an American neighbor, of a police
raid in Brighton Park in 1924 on a Mexican dance where a shooting
occurred ; the raid was eonducted with sueh seemingly needless and
indiseriminate vigor that the neighbor’s ‘‘feelings were outraged by
the brutality of the police.”’

The wholesale arrest of Mexicans cansed much protest. For
example, the arrest of 37 Mexicans at the Provise railroad camp in
1926, during which, it was asserted, the police beat Mexicans, arcused
much indignation and even brought newspaper eensure on the consul
elaiming that he displayed insufficient activity in behalf of hiz comn-
trymen.”” Upon the occasion of the arrest, a few months earlier, of
& number of Mexicans at the door of the dance hall at Hull House,
the grievance was aired at considerable length and with thrusis at
the eoncern of Americans over treatment of their nationals in Mexico:

Nortk Amerieans in Mexico-—Mexicann in the Tnited States

In Chieago the Mexicans have beem the viclims more than two dorem times
at ths bands of the police, those sbusive half-breeds who take sdvantage of
aniforms and shining badges io porpetrate aitacka on our people.

Everyons knows perfectly that the majority, 88 per cent, of the Mexicana
Hving in this country are legitimate laborers.

Last Saturdsy the polics, showing off preai powers as destoctives, canpght
twenty-odd Mexicans st the door of the dsnee-hall at Hull House, simply beeause
it suited their fancy. Thera was no erime for which to proseeute; the police had
not the sembisnce of s eanse for seting as they did. They were impriscned at
the Police Btation until Ipst Monday, and beset by rascals, pettylnwyeas, and
pettifoggers of the district who wanted to **fix up everything.?’

‘With such actions on the part of the pelico the hard feelings snd misunder-
standings between Mexicans and North Americans sre only sroesed meore.

1 Mezioo, December 11, 1926; also November 27, 1926.
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There are Mexicans who bring much discredit to our nationality. They live
in billiard halls and centers of vies, exploiting ethers. Bnt thess are not ths
majority. Thess deserve to be punished, but when honorable and decent Moxicans
are juiled merely at the whim of the police WE PROTEST VIOLENTLY. WE -
WILL NOT PERMIT SUCH ATTACKS; WE WILL CONTINUE TO
PROTEST, LET IT COST US WHAT IT MAY.

The Chicagoe Tribune and other North American papers like the Boston Tras-
#oript should not be scandalived when an Ameriean citizen in Mexico is attacked,
not by the snthorifies, as here, but by bandits and highwaymen,

Not three woeke ago there was 2 North American killed by bandits in Mexico
City, and 28 was natural, the Btate Department at Washington made the investiga-
tions and claims necessary for immediate justice just as though our comniry wers
% possession of {he United Statea.

‘The newspapers went on fo say that the Mexican government should be more
careful and give more security to North American citizens, as though it was its
duty to detail a gendarme and five soidiers {o cach American to tzke care of him,

‘While the Department of State at Washingfon is demanding puaranties for
its citizens in Mexico we are being msade the vietims of the police of Chisago and
other citice., Only we are not going fo ask for a policeman to protect na, because
it is those very policemen who abuse the good nature of cur patient and honorable
workers. 28

The judges, too, were attacked for what was said to be unequal-
severity in sentencing Mexicans convieted of crime:

Partinlity in judgments sgainst Mexicans in the Dnited States

The mutualistic societies eastablished in Chicago have turned t0 the Mexican
eonsul of the gity, informing him that more than geven Moxicans sre being tried
for murder in the first degree in varions ¢ities inelnding Chicago, and probably
they will be given the death sentence.

The said socisties brought cut that in slmost all the cades involving Mexicans
accused of homicide, the judges give the death sentence, and it is applied with
ali severity, and they use great partislity epainst the Mexicans during all the
stages of the trial. Therefore they [the clube] ask that the Mexican government
take preventive stepe to avoid these procedures, whieh are mot only unjust but
sot up & differsniisl treatmeant to the defriment of the Meaxicans, violating the
treaties made between the two countries and whick are in full forcase

An incident oceurred in 1931 in which the element of prejudice was
very evident. Municipal Judge Thomas Green, when the comsul
appeared in court in the interest of some of his countrymen, declared:

The Mexican consul shonld de somp construetive work hers . .. . sad not
gllow his countrymen tc become n charge npon Chicagy. We sare having a great
deal of trouble with vagrant Mexieans, who require watching, Thoy come heore
t0 take work ewsy from the Americans and later become vegrants and creats 2
problem,#°

88 Jorreo Moxioano, Beptember 30, 1828,
8¢ Mapico, April 11, 1826,
%0 La Prensa, Ban Antonio, July 8, 1831.
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The judge sentenced the comsul to jail for contempt, but later
rescinded the sentence when he learned of his diplomatic immunity,
gnd had the case stricken from the record ‘‘in order to remove any
possible belief that my act was an indieation oi any feeling toward
Mexico or the Mexican people . . . /%

Another eomplaint was made by one Mexican leader of high
ethical standards of a situation from which 2 lawyer and the police
of a city appeared to profit and the Mexicans to benefit or not io
benefit irrespective of their guilt.

Attorney X tskes the Mexicans out of jeil. He says, *How much have yout??
Then the Mexicans pay 35, 240, or $100 and got ocut of jail right away [mot on
bail, but entirely free]. That is not right.

One instance of abuse of position by a court interpreter was reported
to Redfield in 1925:

Whea en old viaduet over the railway was being torn down Tocently, the
poople of the meighborheod begun taking away the old lumber for firewood. &
railroad deteetive arrested two Mexicans for lareeay. They spoke no English,
An Ttalian runner for an Irish lawyer, speaking Spanigh, went $o the Mexicana,
and persusded them to take the lawyer; he would get them off for 850. [The
4wo missionaries, one of whom recited the czse] investigated, attended the trial,

proved that the runner—who was acting as court interprefer—was mis-transleting,
and that the Mexicans had not waxnted this lawyer, and secured their discharge.

The statements presenfed constitute a serious charge of unequal
and unjust treatment by the officials charged with administration of
justice. Protests were widespread in origin, some coming from almost
every important Mexican colony in the region, snd were on record
from the time Mexican newspapers appeared o print them. Officially,
the police naturally denied any diseriminatory treatment of Mexi-
cans.®® It is of course exiremely dificult {0 adduce legally acceptable
proof of the charges TFurthermore, it is not easy to show that treat-
ment which is unjust is also diseriminatory against Mexicans. For
example, it is characteristic of Mexicans, and probably with a large
element of truth, that 8 Mexican could ‘‘defend’’ the American
officials in onse of the very acts which raised a storm of protest from
other Mexicans.

He #sid there had been criticism of the consul for allowing the police to lock
up fifty Mexicans after the Halstead Street shooting last November [1824] but

that the police always did that, Mexicans or not, and ke could see nothing to
eriticize.s?

91 Berkeley, California, Daily Gaesite, July 10, 1931, p. 3.

93 Statement of Chief of Police reported in Correo Memioano, Disc. 23, 1926,
83 Bodfield notes.
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However, some additional evidenee does lend support to the charge
that Mexicans have been dealt with more severely t.ha.a is customary
with most acensed persons.

In table 18 it appears that the percentage of charges of mis-
demeanors by Mexicans upon which convictions were obtained in the
Chicago municipal eourt during 1928 and 1929 was very much above
average, For the two-year peried, the proportion of eonvietions was
only 23.6 per cent of the charges brought sgainst American, whites
and against all nationalities, as compared with 38.7 per cent of the
charges brought agninst Mexieans. This represents a probability of
conviction of practically 65 per cent greater than average. That the
charges against Mexicans were so much better founded in fact than
those against others seems highly improbable., If the police sifted out
guiltless Mexicans more thoroughly than the guiltless of all nationali-
ties, before placing charges against them, whick might be offered as
an alternative explanation, they did it before making arresis, for the
proportion of Mexican srrests to all arrests was identical with the
proportion of misdemesnor charges against Mexicans to gll misde-
meanor charges, namely, 1.4 per cent. But that the guilty and guilt-
less Mexicans were distinguished with any greater discrimination
than average when making arrests seems very nalikely. More prob-
gble is the explanation that convietion of Mexicans charged with
misdemeancrs was obtained more readily than average.

The belief of Mexicans and others that police were prejudiced
against them found some unintended support in the statements of
policemen. A desk sergeant of police told Redfield in 1925 that he
““hated ’em.”’ An officer near the stockyards voieed to us the current
antipathy to the Mexicans as competitors with European immigrants:

They are teking the plases of these respectable, law-sbiding, large familied
Lithuanians and Poles. ‘They work for two or three dollars a day.

The point of view of officers engaged in the sometimes hazardous
business of arresting Mexicans also appears:

The men downstairs [policemen] have orders to take no chancos whatscever

with a Mexican, They are quick on the knife and sre hot tempered, and do the
damago before you know it.

Ths Mexicans are not any worse than the others, but they will Xill quicker.

into use. They are sly, treacherous, and wily and are not depandnbla Two
policermen were nearly killed dealing with some Mexicans some time ago.9¢

9¢ Nalson, ap. oil., 13, 14.
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Naturally and justifiably, the police seek to minimize danger to them-
selves when making arrests. That they have been unnecessarily severe
and indiseriminate in doing this is of course very difficult to prove,
but it seems highly probable.

INDUSTRIAL ADVANCE

The gradations of the industrial ladder are less steep than those
of present day agriculture. Under the eonditions which prevail in
most of the agriculiure in which Mexicans in the United States are
engaged, it is more difficult to rise from agriculiural labor to lessee
or owner of farm land than from commeon labor to a semi-skilled
oceupation in industry, The wider variety of operations to be per-
formed in indusirial processes, the practices of labor management
developed in adjusting to them a flow of immigrant laborers without
industrial background, and the fact that neither personal capital nor
business capacity are necessary, account for this difference,

The gradations of wage levels which, as already noted, grade
upward from track and meat-packing, to steel employment, forms
steps of industrial advance for Mexicans who are able to establish
themselves on the upper levels. Within each grade of employment,
regularity of work also creates differentials favoring those whose

TABLE 21
APPROXTMATE DiEcRERs oF Sxmi oF 5,095 Mrxicay EMPLOYEES OF SrveEx LARGE
INpUSTRIAL PLANTS IN BasSto INDUSTRIZZ OF ORIOAS0 AND
TEE CALUMET Reorow, 1928%

Number Per cent
Bkilled ...... 1 78 15
Semi-akilled : 845 18.8
Unskilled 4374 819
Total __.. - 5,085 1008

* Dats obtained from Chicago plants of Armour & Company and Bwift &
Company; Buffington plant, Universal Atlas Coment Company; Gary Works
and South Works, Illinois Steel Company; MeCormick Works, and Iniand Stesl
Company. Plant reports or inspection of individual records yielded the fignres
presented here. Obviously, dsfinitions eof ‘‘skilled?’ and *‘semi-skilled’’ are
not uniform as between industries, or even plants of the same industry. For
example, the report from at lsast ons plant classifies ekill entirely according to
rate of pay, permitting ineclusion gs ¢‘semi-szkilled*’ some whose rates of pay
arp pufficiently above the base becguse of the arduous and dissgreeable nainre
of the job, rather thar because of sny **skill’’ necessary for its performance.
Aiso figures of some plants incinde s& *‘siilled’” a fow engaged in supervisory
capacities, such as foremen or subforemon. Because of inadequate records, data
were not secured for 256 Mexicans, or less than § per cent of those employed
by these plants. Presumsbly records of skilled or semi-skilled employees are
kept more completely than those of unskilled employeas; it is probable, there-
fore, that the effect of such error as is almost inevitable ia slightly to under-
sinte the number and percentage of unskilled,
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employment is steady as compared with the large proportion of
Mexicans whose work is irregular. In track labor particularly, the
latter group is so large in the Chicago market that in addition to its
lower position on the wage seale, irregular employment may be
regarded as an adverse occupational eharacteristic. Other differentisls
are determined by the degree of skill attained by the laborer.

Despite the lack of previous industrial experience of the great
majority of Mexicans, and the fact that the asgrieulture which they
practiced before emigrating was generslly more primitive than that
of European pessants, Mexicans are appesring in the grades sbove
commen laber in indusirial plants, particaiarly where they have been
employed longest and in largest numbers.

Figures eclassifying according to degree of skill the Mexican
employees of seven large industrial plants of Chicago and the Calumet
region are presented in table 21. Roughly, onesixth of the Mexicans
were classed as semi-skilled and four-fifths as unskilled; only 1.5 per
cent were skilled. Data from two steel plants which, combined, appear
to be fairly representative both as fo distribution of skill among
Mexicans of the seven plants and as_to proportion of Mexieans in
industrial plants which employ them in large numbers are given in
table 22, These data permit comparison of the distribuiion of skill
among Mexicans with its distribution among all employees and among
Negroes in these two plants, Less than two-fifths of sll employees,
but four-fifths of the Mexicans, and & praetically identical proportion
of Negroes, were unskilled. The Mexicans comprised approximately
one-tenth of all employees, but they were one-fifth of zll unskilled.
Negroes comprised one-eighth of »ll employges, but one-fourth of all
unskilled. One-fifth of the Mexicans were semi-gkilled, as compared
with onefourth of all nationalities, and onewsixth of the Negroes.
Liesa than two per cent of the Mexicans, comprising one-half per cent
of all skilled persons, were skilied; 4.7 per cent of the Negroes, which
represents 1.6 percent of all skilled persons, were skilled. These low
percentages of Mexieans in the upper grades sre accounted for, not
only by the facts that Mexican immigranis have generally come with-
out industrial skill, and have been resident in the United States too
short & time to have acquired it, but also because some non-manual
employees, of whom almost none are Mexican, are included among the
. “*skilled.”” It is among the semi-skilled that the advanee of Mexicans,
based upon hsbituation to industrial processea iz 1o be expecied and
is found. It is interesting to mote that a bigher proportion of Mexi-



TABLE 22

Compamison op Sxriien, Semr-8xmren, avp Unsknasp Mexweanw anp Covoren Exrrovezs or Two Larce Breen
PranTs or THE CaLuvmer Reajon, 1028

All employocs Mexican employocos Colored employess
' Por cont Par cont Per oont Par cant
Number Per oent Number  jof all employees! of oll Mexican Number  |of all employess| of all colored
of same grade employecs of same grade | employees
BRilled........coneomnreresonrenemeenresnssonssassess 8,101 36.7 38 R B 1.8 128 1.6 4.7
Bemi-gkilled..........cco.oooceommviirienand 5,704 25.9 397 7.0 19.1 438 1.7 18.2
Unakilfed. 8,266 3.4 1,646 19.9 7.1 2,160 26.0 79.2
Totnl. 22,001 100.0 2,081 0.4 100.0 2,718 12.3 100.¢

* (Gary Works and South Works, Illinois Steal Company. Persons in uupervimry‘ capaeition ars clased ax akilled or nemi-nkilled .
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eans than Negroes were semi-skilled, but that the reverse was markedly
true of the skilled. .

At those plants where Mexican employees are advsncing in num-
bers into the semi-skilled grades, the judgment of employers concern-
ing their eapacity for advance is naturally favorable. The following
are examples: '

The Mexicans are getting into better jobe all the time. They are elready roll
hands, and getting close to the position of roller.

The Mexicans, by accopting the hand labor, are prepering thomasslves for the

better positions later. Maxicans are good chippers, some are railway switchmen
in the plant, run scale cars, run eontrollers, and are heaters® helpers.

The Mexicans are getting along &ll right. They will move up from menial
Inbor like theothers.

Outside of the large plants included in the preceding tables there were
also & few Mexican skilled workmen,—leather workers, eabinet makers,
auto painters, printers, molders, an eleetrie welder, tailors, and build-
ing craftsmen. Within the large planis, the skilled Mexicans were
carpenters, machinists, auto mechanics, electricians, and painters. A
very few Mexicans in supervisory espacities possibly were ineluded
among the skilled and semi-skilled. The number of skilled Mexicans
of all erafts was both absolutely and relatively very small; the few
comments on their shilities were favorable:

I have made throe molders from Mexican laborers; I would teach any Mexicsa
who asks. This Mexican is a good molder, oze of my best.

I found one Mexisan who kad heen a Packard mochanie in Mexico and he is
sn exeallent ants mechanic, y

Some of the skilled Mexican workmen had learned their trades in
Mexico, others in southwestern or western United States, and a few in
Chicago. The number of skilled Mexieans, however, is so small, that
this very faet sometimes militates against those who aetnally do
possess skill, The experience of two Mexicans illustrates this:

If you are o mechanie, they won’t beliove you if you say you are Mexican.

The foreman esaid to me, **If yon have not worked as & machinist in this
ccuntry, thon you are not a machinigt,”?

The second Mexican had been a machinist and locomotive engineer on
the Mexican National Rsailways, and was working at the time of his
statement as & machinist in a steel produets plant in Gary. Not only
was there a feeling that a Mexican probably ipso facio was not a
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mechanie, but a further statement indicates that even the converse
attitude was held:

ﬂemeﬁmummwhmpmpleseetﬁsxlamamt,ﬁaysymme,
#¢You are not a Mexiean **

In some instances there are barriers to indusirial advancement
wpon the basis of ability. A minor employment official mentioned race
as an obstacle in individual cases; so also at times is citizenship,
insisted npon sometimes by management, sometimes by trade unions,
There was alzo the entry of the college-trained man into industry,
whichk the man who came up through the ranks felt mizht depress the
opportunities for others, including Mexicans. Ssaid s labor manager
of a steel plant:

The Moxicars are geiting intc pretty good jobs in the stes! industry, but I
don’t expect roll hands or third helpars to ever become melters and rollers. These
latter jobs, which mre superviaing foremen’s jobs, are going to college-drained
men whom we have been getting in greater numbars zinecs the war, Now we are
golting applieations from the finest kind of Awmericans,

A mill superintendent at another plant spoke not entirely sympé‘
thetieally of the game trend:

I don*t sllow any difference in raece or ereod to make any difforonce in work
or promotion, The Mexicans are in every kind of work I have, My heut checkers
arp Mexicens and cateh mistakes on the previous fwmn, There is 5o reason 5o far
a8 ability is soneorned why the Mexicans in $ime cgn’t rise ss tho others have
risen. Of course, as to some positions, the management is fraining in college men,
I am not a sollege man, and think the men sheuld be irained from the bottem
‘where the college men sre not willing to go. So how high they ean go depends
some on how far the management will let them go,

In some cases hesitaney to aceept responsibility retards the rise of
Mexicans. The possibility of this, as well as of discouragement by
management, was suggested by a Chicago roadmaster:

We have half a doren Mexican assistant foremen; sems of them have been
oftered foremen’s jobs bué didn’t teke them. They didn’t seem fo want the

responsibility, or perhaps the roadmaster intimated when offering the job that it
would be best to stay where they were, .

Middle elass Mexicans frequently have difficulty adjusting them-
selves to industry in this region, as elsewhere in the United States.
They not only have difficulty in rising, but are obliged to enter the
ranks of common labor, Some of them manage to work their way out
by becoming interpreters, ete. Some adapt their previous vocational
experience to qualify as eraftsmen, eg., an engineer who became an
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electrician, and a government employee who became a shipping
foreman, Others are unable to make satisfactory adjustment.’

There are also Mexieans gkilled in the handierafts of their own
couniry, who find no market for their skill in the United States, since
machinery has rendered their skill obsolete. Typical of this group
was & shoemaker from Michoscin who worked in the United States
. a8 & track laborer, beet tender, and steel worker, and who, when

interviewed, was unemployed. Indeed, the plight of the Mexican
handieraftsman in the United States was one of the themes of a
corride or ballad, which appeared in El Mérico of Chicago.®®

A number of Mexican young men sattended schools or colleges in
this area intending to beeome aviation or antomobile mechaniecs, elee-
tricians, or radio experts. Some of these had come directly from
Mexico for this purpose, others had ecome from other parts of the
United States, and some were already resident in the locality before
entering school. A very few Mexican young women have taken courses
in business colleges to fit themselves to become stenographers and
secretaries.

SAVING, SPENDING, AND OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY

In the Chicago-Gary region one hears the comment so familiar in
the agricultural Southwest, that '‘You can’t get the Mexicans to
save'’; or, a5 a German living in the Brighton Park colony observed,
‘‘They earn a dollar and spend a dollar and a quarter.’” A Mexican
school girl remarked, ‘*The Mexicans say the Americans are too
thrifty.”” But even more freguently encountered than comments of
this type, iz the observation thst in one way or snother, to varying
extents, the Mexicans do save. Onee, indeed, that rare comunent was
made that **The Mexicany are thrifty.””” A more acecurate stafement
was made by a social worker who remarked that ‘‘They haven’t been
seeustomed o save in Mexico, but they save in Chicago to quite an
extent.”’

The extent and manner in which they save vary a good deal, ag is
avident from the varied replies to inquiries. A clerk handling Mexican
aecounts of a bank near the Hull House colony said:

These that work in the city have ascounts the year round and deposit-regulacly.
‘Whoen thoy are ont of work they mske withdrawals, but not too many. These that

9t See Field Notos, pp. 262-270.
98 See p., Vi,
"7 Bee aulso I, 863.
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work in tho conntry ecome in with their pay ¢hecks two or three months old, and
deposit two or three hundred dollars et once. We have depositers from Joliet,
Elgin, Waukegan, and even in Indiana; they bank by mail.

A South Chicago banker noted that bank deposits by Mexicans were
inereasing.

At first the Mexicans used to send all their money back to Mexico. Now they
beve savings accounts and seme of them are pretty good-—a fow hundred dollars.
Thoy are next to the Polish as depositors.

The most enthusiastic report was given at & bank in the vicinity
of the stockyards which made special efforts to attrset Mexicans’
deposits:

The Mexisans, when once they open sn ascount and start to save, save regu-
larly and well, We have over & thomsend accounts; soms of them run over the

$1,000 figure.

Undoubtedly some of the accounts were established by Mexican busi-
ness men of the vieinity as well as by laborers. Another baxk in the
same vieinity had but twenty-five or thirty Mexican accounts, and
probably for that resson reported much less favorably; it emphasized
not the regularity, but the irregularity of its Mexican depositors:

The trouble with their business is that thoy ure not permamnent; they come
today and are gone tomorrcw. We have many aceounts which have boen opened

wp and soon ¢losad out. Omnly four of our Msxicar secounts run beyond $400 to
$5600. They do not save money very readily: they spend most of what they earn,

The banker indicated a share of International Harvester stock which
8 Mexican client had just sold, and added, ‘I doubt if the sum will
be deposited in the bank by the Mexican who owned the stock, He
bought it only because he had to; he will probably spend the money
now.’> Other bankers in other parts of the region inhabited by
Mexieans also reported Mexican accounts, but in rather pessimistie
terms. For example,

Their accounts are very smzll in number and amounts. A grest pamber of
them are closed down every winter. Throughout the year they come and go.

This bank reported 550 Mexiean aecounts totalling ahout $42,000, or
an average of less than $80 each. A Gary banker reported that less
than one per cent of his accounts were those of Mexicans, and *‘even
these do not amount {o & hill of heans. . . . . They come in with their
checks and go out with a few silver dollars.”

Althongh the accounts of Mexicans gemerally did not appear
impressive to the bankers, still i view of the background of the Mexi-
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cans, they represent & significant development of thrift and provi-
dence. And there were other forms of saving which did not appear
in bank deposits, There was some hoarding at home, Sometimes there
was distrust of the security of banks, based upon unfortunate experi-
ences both in Mexico and in the United States. This attitude, pointed
out by & Mexican in Chicago, had also been observed in 1927, as the
burden of & letter from a father in central Mexico to his son in
Cheyenne, Wyoming. There was also saving in the form of life insur-
ance purchased by more stable Mexicans, principally those with
families. Some bought stock under company plans for sle of stock
to employees.

The record of participation by Mexican employees in the savings
plan of a large sicel plant was remarkable. Only employees with 18
months’ service were eligible; 56 per cent of the Mexicans on the
payroll so qualified. To a percentage of wages voluntarily deposited
with the company by the employee and upon which interest was psid,
was added, af the end of five years, a share of the gross earnings
of -the company. The employece-depositor was entitled to the return
of his deposiis with interest at any time he might wish to withdraw,
There were evidences of interest in this plan smong Mexicans met
easnally: one laborer declared it a ‘‘gocd plan’’; another was said
just to have reeecived $2,000 under the plan; another had just bought
& good brick house with his proceeds. And the figures furnished by
the eompany were striking: of the 1,098 eligible Mexican employees
in the symmer of 1928, only 7 were not enrolled under the plan.

Another important form of saving practiced was remittance of
money to Mexico.®® No statistics on remiitances were obiained, but
the testimony of bankers located near Mexican ecolonies, even those
who deprecated the smasllness of Mexican deposits, was unanimons
to the effect that their remiiftances were numercus and important.
COne post office clerk said that their money orders ranged from $5 to
$100 in smount, and were usually about $30 or $35. A clerk at another
office placed the estimate of amounts usually transmitted at from $10
to $20. Bank officialy said that drafts issued ranged from sbont $2.50
10 several hundreds of dellars. Postal clerks observed that a large
proportion of the money orders and registered letters were direeted
to the plateatu states of central Mexico and very few to Texas,

98 The most complete information available on this subject, was cbiained from

office money orders by Dr, Manuel Gamio, and published in his Wemivan immié-

post .
gration fo the United States (Chicago, 1930, chap. 2). RBemittances from the
- Chicagoe-Gary region were customarily by money order and New York draft.
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The remittances went largely to relatives for their supp;)rt, the
purchase of land, ete. The statement of & Mexican bank clerk from
a small village in Michoacdn suggests the importance of these
shipments even in remote agrieunltursl distriets of Mexico:

In my village about half the pen have come to the United States, Mostly
women remain in Mexico; they are sapporied lergely by money semi from the
United States.

The extensive remittances to Mexico from the Chicago-Gary area
were due largely to the high proportion of young, single males among
the Mexicans, and the fact that their wages are of industrial rather
than sgricultural standards. Per capite remittances are doubtless
larger in amount, and are made by & higher proportion of Mexicans
in the colony than in sgricultural regions of Texas, Colorado, and
California, where the proportion of families present iz higher, and
the ties with relatives in Mexico have been weakened by longer resi-
dence in the United States. Therefore, neither numbers nor amounts
remitied serve as relizshle measures of the Mexican population present
in particular areas.

In other portions of the United States, the lack of wisdom and ~
foresight exhibited by Mexicans when purchasing was frequently
remarked. That improvidence is still charaeteristic of many Mexicans
after they come north was noted by a Mexican social worker who said,

Many do not lock shead, If they see what they like, they buy it. They say,
““Well, I am working,’? or ‘X will get a job,’’ or **Dics me ayndarf (God will
aid me}.’”” They don’t care so much about old age; they say, *“The children will
share with me.7?

Two other comments, one by an American, the other by a German,
were likewise reminiscent of Mexicans in other parts of the United
States:

They are the prey of peddlers and salesmen,

They buy junk when it comes to buying cars, They buy ears worth 345 and
pay $185 for them. Anybody can sell those fellows anything,

Mexicans were beginning in very small numbers to buy automobiles.
The practiee, however, was not general, for there was neither the
necessity for them which exists in seasonal agriculture, mor the
facilities for housing them without heavy garage expense.

Merchants who catered to Mexican trade and Mexicans who knew
the practices of their own people agreed that Mexicans spent freely,
and often bought expensive goods. Drug stores were liberally patron-
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ized here ag elsewhere :—perfumes, patent medicines, novelties, sodas,
almost everything. The observation of & druggist was representative:
““They are class A spenders.”’ They were also subject to exploitation.
It was an official of 8 Chamber of Commerce who said:

The merchants like the Mexicans, They spend their money. They buy tinsal
and “froth; it appeals to them like the gaudy besads to the Indians, They buy
goed clothes. The merchants can sell them the stuff, and if they will put
themselves ‘out to accommodate them, they can stick them,

Exploitation seemed particularly flagrant in Indians, where the
garnishment laws then prevailing provided fees for various officials,
which totaled about $10 for an average garnishment. These costs,
paid by Mexicans, were sometimes in exeess of the debt. After 1930
these fees, except the constable’s fee, were abolished, but at the time
of our field researches, garnishments were sbundant.’® A social worker
observed,

Bome dealers give eredit as freely as water if the Mexicans are employed,
bocauss they know they can garnighee their wages. The justices take the foes
even when the men are out of work and have large families, and for that reagon
bsve been unable to pay; they do not look into the reason for non-payment.

A Mexican merchant, with sympathy for both his eountrymen and his
fellow merchants, gave an illuminating deseription of the situation:

One reason why Mexicans have frouble and have their checks garnisheed is
that thoy will sometimes send the money which they are accustomed fe szend to
their families in Mexiso, over before they pey their debts here. Bometimes they
tell the merchants whem they sre able to pay, and sometimes they do not; they
are likely to have their checks garnisheed in both casee. Many times the merchant
in justified. I have dificulty in my own business hecause of imability to sollect
what is due me, and I will probably have to gurnishee scme checks, although I
have never been willing to do it

The Mexicsn buys vrder preesure of saleemanship more then he ean possibly
pay for; he is already canght. There iz no written record of the trmnsactions
exeept those of the sforekeeper, and it is sasy to overcharge. There is difficnlty
whem one Mexican stands good for another. I know of a case in which A bought
on credit, after B fold the storckeeper that A wes ‘‘all right.?* The first tims,
A paid the bill, Later A bought again but did not pay. The merchant then
garnisheed B’s check and collected from him. Some of the Mericans gei deeply
in debt with to0 mueh eredit and then leave Indians Harbor.

The comment of a Jewish elothing dealer was revealing in more than
ONe WaY:

The people hore like the Spanisk [Mexicans] just for their money. They are
better pay than the eclored. When they have money they spend it. The Mexicans
‘pay good- prices. I had to foree ome to buy a suit foday, but I think he will
pay for it. The Mexicans change nsmes and move, and for these reasons, and
bocause of lunguage, it is herder to trace them than the ecolored; but the Meri-

% Ch, 61, Act of 1925.
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sans arc better pay. Of sourse they know we hold the hammer over them, because
if they don’t pay we just garnishee thsir wages. I bave garmishoed hundreds of
Mexicans, '

Some merchants, of course, did not desire or could not obtain
Mexiesn trade. A dry goods merchant in the same town as the
clothing dealer just quoled, for example, said:

‘We have very fow Mexican customers. They go where someons speaks Spanish;

we spszk no Spanish here. They coma in and pay eash, Ws extend oredit to &
few pecpls, bat no Marxieana.

And s Polish groecer near the stockyards, who evidently could not
secure their trade in competition with Mexicar or other merchants,
and was perhaps influenced also by the prevelent hostility between
Mexicans and Poles said impatiently, ‘‘Ng, the Mexicans don’t spend
much money; they live ¢u a sack of flour, and just cook a few things.”?
There was aiso complaint that **They may buy & small amount from
other stores but when they have good orders they buy them from their
own, stores,”’ The general verdiet of merchants with first-hand experi-
ence with general Mexican trade, however, was sirikingly like that
observed in other portions of the United Staies.

No general movement to purchase real property, such as way noted
in the West and Southwest, existed in Chicage and the Calumet
region.’® So far as could be ascertained by inquiries the number of
Mexicans whe in 1928 had purchased, or were purchasing lots was
very small. What seemed to be the most reliable of the reports avail-
able indicated sbout fifteen purchasers of real property in Gary, about
ten to fifteen in Indiana Harbor, about five to ten in South Chicage,
and four or five in the Brighton Park colony. Probably there were
others, but in any case the number was extremely limited.

European immigrants to this region have commonly purchased
property, lived in & portion of i, and rented out the rest. The Mexi-
cans had dome litile of this, although in South Chicago it was said
t0 be the intention of some who were purchasing property. Ususlly
lots with houses upon them were purchased. The amounts of money
involved in these transactions were reported to run from about $3,000
to $10,000. In Indiana Harbor a Mexicax owned a hotel which
doubtless was of greater value.

The reply of a Mexican to the guestion, ‘“Why don’t more Mexi-
cans buy property?’’ was ‘‘because they are expecting to return to
Mexieo sooner or later; so they say, ‘why buyt’ >’ The greater feeling

100 See I, 65 &,, 185 5., 365 £2,
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of impermanence, the comparative newness of the eolony, the age and
sex distribution of its members, and the much greater investment
required for urban than for rural dwellings, all account for the
smaller extent of real property ownership by Mexicans in Chicago
and the Calumet region as compared with such ownership in the West
and Southwest,

MEXICAN CLERKS AND BUSINESS MEN

The number of Mexican clerks in the area in 1928 was small;
although no enumeration was possible, the best estimates of persons
acquainted with the various colonies would indicate that there were
not over 200. They were engaged by a variety of businesses: the large
mail order houses and some importers and exporters used them 2s
interpreters or ik elerical or stenographie capacities in which knowl-
edge of Spanish and English was useful: Marshall Field, and perhaps
other large stores, alse employed a few. Clerks of this type were
largely from the middle class of Mexico, and usually were called
**Sparnish’’ by Amerieans. (Others were engaged in smaller stores in
order fo draw Mexican trade : drug stores, clothing stores, 10-cent stores,
groceries, and a few in banks; a few Mexicans were engaged in clerieal
eapacities in the employment departents of a few of the large plants
employing many Mexicans; some were used in the employment distriet
of Canel and Madison sireets, both as *‘runners’’ and as clerks. We
met or were told of a Mexican bookkeeper, & railway express elerk,
and & Spimish American who held a responsible position at an electris
power station.

Most of the Mexican clerks in all of these businesses were from the
middle or lower middle elass in Mexico, but some were from the labor-
ing class. Recially, they ranged from white to red, with the white
more often predominant. A considerable proportion, particularly
large in 10-cent stores, were girls and young women. Most of the
clerks were born in Mexico and educated there, with sometimes addi.
tional education in the United States. Some were Texas-Mexicans,
and at least two were Spanish Americans from New Mexico.

Nearly all the clerks were employed by Americans, for the Mexican
businesses were usually {oo small to require the services of clerks. In

-this region, as in the agricultural West and Southwest, the opper-
tunities for Mexicans to become clerks depended on the patronage of
Mexicans. The most obvions difference was the fact that not only the
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patronage of the local eolonies, but also the import and export trade
with Mexico furnished in Chicago a demand for the services of Mexi-
can olerks. Very few were employed as clerks where nationality or
language was not a factor.

With the rise of Mexican colonies, Mexican places of business soon
made their appearance, They were started at Jeast as early as 1920;
they began to be an evident neighborhood element about 1928 or 1924,
and continued to inerease in number until about 1930. Their numbers
in the summer of 1928, classified by types and loeation, are presented
in table 23, In January 1923, Redfield reported sixteen Mexican
“‘places of business’’ in South Chieago, as ecompared with our report
of forty-eight in 1928, Robert . Jones, observing between October
1929 and Jume 1930, reported 148 Mexican places of business open
in Chicago at the end of the period (and six closed "during the
period), as compared with 113 reported by us. In arriving at these
‘figures Jones’ list was edited to make it as nearly as possible com-
parable tc ours. Because of the difficulties of enumeration, and
because our lists were not in his hands when bis enumeration was
made, no figures on business stability and turnover based on the two
enumerstions are presented here. The striking upward trend during
the six-year period, which they reveal, however, is unmistakably
faithful to the facts. '

A variety of factors accounts for the uneven distribution of both
numbers and types of businesses in the different Mexican colonies.
Among these are not only numbers and eoncentration of Mexicans,
but the proportions of solos and families, and the degree to which the
locality is already oceupied by businesses whieh can readily sttract
and hold Mexican patronsge. Thus, the large number of peol hallg
in Indiana Harbor as compared with the vicinity of Hull House, is
probably the result of the concentration of solos in & newer and grow-
ing community, as compared with greater dispersion, high proportion
of families, and & community with more established places for recrea-
tion of this or similar type. In Gary, the previously established Span-
ish places of business, to which Mexicans go more readily than to
businesses of, say, Poles, are g deferrent to the extensive establishment
of Mexican businesses. It is also possible that the proportion of
restaurants is somewhat low in Indiana Harbor because casns de
asisienciags (boarding houses), which are not included in this table,
are probably present in greater proportion there than in some other
localities.



TABLE 23 .
Numper Ayp PercerTaaes o Busivzsszs OreraTeD BY Mexicans v Caicaco Anp THE CaLumer REaion IN THE
. . Smumen o 1928, sy Tyeme AND BY LocaTron®

Bull House{
businems ool t Woatof | Brigh Bout] hiongo, | Indisna To Per opnk
Trvedt wone |ty | stanigs | Diihion | gioath, | Chima | Hoipe | Cav tal o
Pool hall 8 3 7 2 16 20 11 76 33.3
Restaurant..... 9 ) 11 7 10 9 52 2.8
Barbar shop.... b 3 1 7 7 4 27 11.8
Grooery... 7 1 1 3 1 1 20 8.8
Tailor shop 3 3 3 2 n 4.8
Bokery 3 1 2 3 9 4.0
Truoking, 3 . 2 2 7 8.1
Printing 4 . " 1 roue B 2.2
Booka and news 1 " wr 1 " 1 3 1.3
Hotel . 2 2 B
Joweller.. 1 - 1 2 N
Newstand (only) " . 1 - 1 - 2 R
Newspaper. 1 - 1 - 2 9
Photographer. - 2 . . “ 2 R
Signs 1 - - 1 2 R
Tortilla factory. 1 . o . 1 . 2 R
Drug store . 1 . 1 A
Ice cream faotory. . 1 1 4
Painter........commmmo 1 " " 1 4
‘Typowriter, eto. repsir......mvmeo 1 e’ " 1 4
TOLAL. cccorsrirramsrseressmassarsassiinne 50 3 19 4 48 7 70 prf 228 104.0
POr 080t.......e o iesvrsiren s semsssismrrssmneres 21.9 1.3 8.3 1.8 21.1 8.1 30.7 11.8 100.0
Placen of business.............cccmrervrmees 45 3 15 3 40 1 o7 24 204

*The method of sscuring thews dﬁu woa by q;bnmtim along streets where it axpoctad that Mexican nlace of busines m!g’ht he found mod by inqu‘i:x. The rewult
nevitably an nnd ti hon two different busineeses, such e barbor shops and pool halis, were ogmlod at the same Jooation, they were scunted me two nnits
wmong "ty poa of businem,” but e one "'place of business.” Exception was made’in the case of books and news sombined in one losstion and wwement, which was vounted as
one "“type of husinom,” and printing end newspapet, which, in the most imporiant instance, it seemed properly ahould be countad ss $wo. Places bearing Mexican namee, of
eatering to Mexionn trade, avoh aa ‘?L tianda Colorads,” if uot operatod by Mexioans, wers not ineluded. Beanding sud rooming bouses wers bot counted.
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The wide range of business setivity is exhibited by the table, which
shows pool halls and groceries, jewelers and photographers. Even
more striking, however, is the concentration on three or four types of
business. Exsaectly one-third of the businesses reporied were pool halls,
Restaurants and barber shops together comprised another third.
These three types, combined with the smaller numbers of groceries,
tailor shops, and bakeries, comprise over 85 per eent of the Mexiean
businesses.

‘With such variations in type of business, it is but matursal that
the business men themselves vary in type and background. They
range from educated middle elass Mexican proprietors of book stores
to the less educated type of lower middle elass or laboring class Mexi-
can who has gathered enough eapital and credit fo open a pool hall,
Most of the business men had not been laborers in Mexico, though &
muck higher proportion had found it necessary to engage for a time
in manusl labor in the United States. As a well informed Mexican
said, **The Mexican business men are mostly just above the Isboring
¢lass, trying to get into the middle elass; some of them are in the
middle elass.”* Nearly all of the business men were Mexican-horn.

The patronage of the Mexican businesses was largely Mexican.
The statement of the proprietor of & grocery store near Hull House
is illustrative:

Moet of my sustomers are Mexicang, They come hare becauss they want and
ke Moxiean things. That is the seeret of success in any place where there are
& great number of Mexicana, Weo gell them things which sre msde by Mexicana
in the United States and somo imported from Mexico. I do not import dircct
beocause of ths customs, regulations, and formnlities, Weo have a fow customers
from other pationalities, They drop in onee in a whils and vseally buy standard
goods like bread, sugar, and coffee. Most of them, like the Italians and Greeks,
have stores of their own [nationality] in the neighhorhood; like the Maxicans,
they go to s place where they ean order in their cwn language, be understood
without repetition, and then exchange a few words of gossip or newa.

Simjlarly, & restaurant proprietor near-by said:

Mozt of our oustomers are Mexicans who come hare to eat their fosiados and
other home dishes, We have a fow American people whe come in on Saturday
evenings and Sundays. Our people are good spenderas and we try hard f{o pleass
them. We have many who eome in regulariy for all their meals. They like to eat
Mexican things in the company of Mexicana.

Of other types of business, such as tailor shops, it was reported that
patronage was largely Mexican, but that European immigrants of
various nationalities were somefimes customers, t0o.
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For the most part, the Mexican business establishments were small
and struggling. Business mortality was high, and names were con-
tinually appearing and disappearing on the windows. As in California
where Mexicans frequently bought trucks for use in agrienlture, then
took contracts at less than cost because they did not know their costs,
g0, in the printing business, there was free and ruthless competition.
One of the earliest Mexiean printers in Chieago, who later went out
of business, described the situation: .

Other Mexicans think I sm meaking monsy, so others come into the printing
business. Now there are six in Chicago,20:1 At the beginuming they work cheaper;
then they find they use their presses too hard and haven't even enongh for
repairs; then they try to raise prices, but the Mexicans don’t want high class work.

In 1928 there were but two Mexican newspapers in the region—
Mexice of Chicago and Hume of Indiana Harbor. The former had
fallen into hands whick were partly those of Latin-Americans other
than Mexicans, and the latter was & new, small sheet. A few months
later another small sheet was started in Indiana Harbor. During the
years 19241927 attemptis were made to start no less than five Mexi-
can newspepers in Chieago. These existed from a few months to a
little more than a year, before expiring.?®? (ther attemptis at publ-
eation, in the form of bi-weekly or monthly revistas (reviews), nsuslly
were made by middle-class Mexicans of edueation who sought to estab-
lish themselves in a congenial occupation in the United States; one
of these was & newspaper publisher from Aguasealiéntes, who became
a refugee. during the politically disturbed days of 1927-1928. So
far as could be learned, all of thesé efforts were ephemeral; only
& couple of small organs, one with the baeking of a2 church and the
other of & theosophical society, were yet appearing in 1330, -

Shifts in place of employment of Mexicans within the area bad
& direct and almost immedisate effect on Mexican businesses. Reference
to table 3 shows, for example, the shiff of employment of Mexicans
in }925 from South Works to Gary Works; an elderly couple in South
Chicago deseribed the resulting disaster for flourishing businesses
in the vieinity of the former plant:

101 Tgble 28 lizts only four printers in Chicagoe; the othér two were probably

men who bad small presses in their homes which they operated perhaps evenings
after their other work, whom we did not lccate definitely.

102-These newspapoers wore: El Heraldo de lag Amerions, El Popular, El Nuevo
Mundo, Correo Mevicano, La Notieia Mundigl, Such files sa could be ssmred of
the last two, sud of Mewion, are in the Banmeroft Library at the University of
California.
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Before we Ieft Mexico we had a Httle business of our own in Mexico City, Cur
son had already comse te the United States; he ran & restaurant here in South
Chicago and was doing very well. Things were not going very well then in Mexico
City on sccount of politics. He wrote us telling us that things were good in the
United States snd thai we had betier come up. That was in 1923 when there
was pleaty of work in the mills; in South Chiesge there were many Mexicans in
1924 [when we came]. Busineas was good and there wers & lot of Mexican res-
taurauts. We took over the rostanrant and for a while things went well. In 1925
the Mexieanns siarted fo leave the distriet; not 8o many worked. Wa had te horrow
te keop going; the inferest and the payments were too much for us; our son was
working in the steel plant sil the time, but that did not help [emough]; we had
to olose our restaurant. We conld not keep up our eredits and wa wers not se
very familiar with the business ways of the United States, We had done business
in Mexico and got along fairly well, but hers it was different. Weo were not the
only ones to fail; many other Mexican places of business closed too ab that time.

In addition to the hazards of competition and business fluetuation,
two instances were reported to ns of animosity between nationalities
Iike that which appeared among laborers. A well informed person
described the situation in the Hull House district: '

In 1922 and 1923 the other nationslities used to make some trouble for Mexi-
cans when they started in business. They called them ““greasers.’’ They would

not let one Mexican put up & stand on Maxwell street, but he hus been there
sinee 1927. ’

The other incident was reported by Robert Jones, who noted that a
pool room at 1261 Union Street which opened October 7, 1928, was
elosed on January 1, 1930, ‘“‘owing to the opposition of neighbors to
Mexican and Nepgro elientsle.”’

Neither business nor elerical opportunities have as yet enabled
many Mexicans of the Chicago-Gary region to ascend the soeio-
economic ladder. Most of the businesses are small-seale, and not likely
1o develop greatly even with general ‘““good times.”’ A good many,
although not all, of those who have sueceeded most, were already above
the lebor-class stratum in their own country. More significant would
have been the advance of the Mexiean children educated in the region,
& phenomenon which will probably be evident some ten years hence.
At present, there are very few indications of sueh advance—a few
children yet in school whose abilities may enable them to vise, and a
very few who have eompleted their education and entered business.
Much more evident and significant was the ascent up the industrial
ladder in 1928 described in an earlier section.
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EDUCATION

In agricultural districts, the opportunity to use the Izbor of chil-
dren mskes attendance or non-attendance at sehool an issue of primary
importanee in the education of Mexican children. Very many of them
attend irregularly, very little, or even never, and thus are but slightly
exposed to the influences of the American educational system. In the
urban area, which iz the subjeet of the present study, there is, to
be sure, some truancy; the statements of a social worker, a school
administrator, and a teacher evidence this:

In tho reilroad campe the children don’t go to school regulsrly., Truant off-
euty pay there are so many of themt they car’t enforce the law. The cars may

move on af 10 in the morning, rnd tho parents den’t waat to leave the children
in school

Truancy is & greater problem smong the Mexicans {than the Itaiians].

It ecoms to be guite diffienlt to get the Maxicans started right in the schools,
and to get them eoming regularly.

But non-atterdance is not the over-shadowing fact here that it gen-
erally is In agricalture.

Interruption of schooling results from seasonal migration outside
the ares, particularly to the sugar beet fields. A teacher in a school
digtriet to which many Mexican beet workers come for the winter,
gave as her experience, ‘I have never had a chid who had been fo
gchool dm’iﬁg‘ the beet season.”’ But in the cities, atiendance is a
matter of eompulsion, if necessary, As a leader in one of the Mexican
eolonies observed, ‘‘There is big trouble if the Mexicans don’t send
their children to sehool here.”’ ' ‘

‘Wherever Mexican laborers have colonized in the United States,
their childrer are under pressure of one kind or another to terminate
their education early. In this respeet the Chicago-Gary region is not
&n exception, although the pressure comes somewhat later than in
agricultural areas because of lack of opportunity for child labor.
There i8 economic pressure on both boys and girls 1o assist in support
or care of the family. For example:

I den’t think I will be able to go to school long, for I will have to go ount and

work to help my father and mother. I wonld like to go om with achool, but I
don't know how.

I Bave to stay homs once in & while to take care of the house. My mother
wants me 1o atsy home and help her take eave of the house; ghe says I am too
dld to go to achool, but I waxt to go.



1832] Mezican Labor in the United Siakes 173

Desire to earn money for pretty clothes and other attractive things
not purchasable on the parents’ income also militates against con-
tinuation in school. The statements of two g:rls.; the first in the sixth
grade, are iliustrative:

I Like school, but I would rather get cuf and work and make somo moncy.
’i‘hmlmnldbuysomsprd;tye}o&-sndbavegeedthngs I can’t while I am
in school

T wan$ to bo o stenographer or clerk in a ptore, T want to go to work when
T em sixteen; I want t¢ have money. I don®t care to go o college,

Perhaps unsatisfactory progress or malsdjustment in school is also
sn unexpressed factor; it probably was with the girl in the fourth
grade, komesick for Mexico, who said, ““I want to go to school one
year more and then I want to work. I want to work in a factory with
my mother; she is sewing dresses.’” There was not only adverse
pressare but apathy: witness the problem of {ruancy, some of the
previous quotations, and the remark of & Mexican boy: ““I have some
Mexican neighbors who don't want to go to school.’’

Familiar also from observations in other aress, were the appre-
hension of Mexican parents, not without foundation, lest atiendance
&t school would offer opportunities for elopement and the belief that
girls need less edueation than boys. A Mexican social werker in Gary
reported:

The Mexican parents hers want to withdraw their girls from school at the
age of about thirteen or fourteen for fear that the young Mexican men will steal
them or elope with them when they are going to or goming from school

Similarly, & Mexican social worker in Chieago said:

Some of the Mexican mothers say thot sfier grammsar school their girls don’f
nead any more education becauss they are geing to marry. The Mexican paronis
think the boys nead more education than the pirle. Also, they are =fraid to have
their girls leave home to go to school whan they think the boys will try to maks
love to them; then they don’t want them fo go to school. They are afmid some-
times that the girle are not interested inm school, but go there to ses the boys.

However, there were also evidences of ambition for edueation on
the part of bpth the Mexican childrex and their parents. A young
Mexican mother regretted the early termination of her schooling by
marriage:

I finished aighth grade; then I married. X could siill have been im school if

I kadn’t been so foolish. My baby is nice and my busband is a good man but
X think that I should have gone to achool more,
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A pathetic case was that of a beet worker who exzpiained that his
children were illiterate because where be had lived in Texas they
would not take the children in sehool.'®® Though he wished to remain
in Chicago to educate his children, and if possible, to secure a better
job, he was returned to Texas by the Chicago charities. A Protestant
missionary reported the discouragement of families which he knew
because they could not give their children more education.

The Mexicens here feel that they are not getting anywhere, They feel that their
wages sre not emough to send their childrem o0 high school. After a while when

they becomo helpless, they feel that they will have fo take their children out of
school to go to work.

A Mexican social worker urged educetion upon Mexican girls as a
means of feminine independence, or of making a more desirable match:

I tell the Mexican girls, */If yon have an edueation, you won’t have to stand
no man.”” Now they have ne other means of support. *You can get a hetter msn
it you are educated.”’ Or, at times I say, *“Why should your ouly object be to
get married?’?

Some Mexiean children, girls and boys, expressed the desire to
achieve an “‘easier life’’ by edueation. The reason was rarely stated
in the negative terms familiar in rural arcas of escaping some
abhorred type of menual labor. More often it was a positive desire
for some attractive ocenpation, or for education without specifying
ocenpation, or simply the urging of parents or friends:

I believe that the higher up you go in school, the eesier lifs will be for you
My mother says she ia working for my education.

My teachers may im *‘Ideale’’ that we won’t heve to work on the track, I
want to go to school if my father can send me. I want to work in an office if
I can get in, -

I am taking a machineshop conrse, I plan to finish high school, then go te
work, and send my little brothers to eollege.

My uncle and sunt and grandfather encouraged me to go to college. My grand-

mether seid, if I [would like to] do amyihing for her, to go to college. My
American teachers tell me to go to college

I Eke to go to school. My mother wants to put me in a trade school when
ghe hes money.

The first thing dad 10ld s wne that he wants-us to get edieated. He says
he hes no money to leave us, x0 ke ean leave us only edueation, My mother eannot
read or write, but she undersiands weil. I want to finish achool at eightecn, My
sistor wént to businees eollege and now is secrotary in the Spanish department of
X corpany.

X want to teech English in Mexico, or Spanish hera.

108 The explanation is plausible; see, for example, X, 376,
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Desire for at least the elements of an education stirred ‘many

" adults, also. Naturally they were under a stimulus to learn English

to aid them in their socizl and economic eontacts. Laek of knowledge
of English was a material loss reeognized and experienced by many,
which handicapped ‘them in securing employment-or promotion. The

_ local Mexiean langusge press based its exhortation to the workers to

attend evening school largely on self-interest, adding a customary
appeal to patriotism:

Axn edueated worker, & conscientious worker, who has known how to cultivate
his inteHigence, Who has gone o school, who has studied and lsarned many new
and useful things, will be sure to riss, not only intellectunlly but ecomomically.
That is $o say, an educated worker will be in a position to carry ont better jobs,
he will be able to perform taska more scientific and complicsted than the one whe
is illiternts, and henee will roecive better pay.

It is never too late to leare something and one never knows too much fe learn
something more. By meens of aducation, the Mexican worker can become great,
snd will be not only the pride of his hearth and home but of his holoved eouniry,
Mexiep. 106

In order to acquire this education Mexicans enrolled in classes held
by various seitlements, philanthropic organizations, and private
schools, and in night classes at the publie schools. During the school
year ending June 1927, there were 636 Mexicans enrolled in the publie
evening schools of Chicago, distributed geographiealy as follows:
north side, 64; northwest side, 10; west side, 282; south side (inelud-
ing stockyards distriet), 280, At least 51 of these were enrolled in high
school, eommercial, or technical courses not designed especially for
foreign-born. The great majority were undoubtedly studying English.
Some Mexicans, of course, looked down on their fellows who sought to
learn English. As a Mexiean bnsiness man observed:

Thoy deepise and make fun of a Mexican of their class who lsarns English,
If heard speaking it on the streets they mock and make fun of him, They laugh
at his efforts and errors.

Yet even these may secretly have wished they too could speak English
for its economic advantages. Others were prevented by night work
from sttending school, or deterred, as some Mexicans said, ‘‘because
they have not good enough clothes to eome to elass,’’ because ‘“they are
afraid to make mistakes in mixed elasses,’’ or ‘‘because the Slovaks
and others regard the Mexieans as colored men.”” For the most part,
Mexicans were eager to learn, and often they seized the advantages
offered. As an example of enthusiasm, during a peried of unemploy-

10¢ Mexioo, June 5, 1926,
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ment in the summer of 1928, a group of Mexican men asked for and
were given nightly instead of weekiy English classes at Hull House,

The desire to learn, however, was not only for instruction in
English but also for education in Spanish. For example, Redfield
reported in 1824 in the Brighton Park eolony one of those small
private schools encountered also in places in the Sonthwest:

Mariinez kesps a school in the vacant store Jownstsirs [below his boarding
house]. Every evening .. .. about six adults snd eight children eome. They
sre all tanght in ons class at the same time. [A neighbor says,] ‘‘the old people
are taught English and the children are taught Mexiesa. In the daytime [the
children} go to the public school and learr English snd st night they coms hers
and learn Mexiesm,*?

In 1928 the Benito Jufrez society of Indians Harbor initiated & school
for children and adults under a Mexican teacher.’®® Schools of similar

type were started in Mexican colonies in many parts of the eountry
especially from 1927 to 1929.1® The purposes were parily edueational,
but the emotional impulse behind them was largely patriotic. An
editorial in Mexico is illustrative:

For tims the papers of our coumtry have been greatly cencerned with
what is called the de-Mexicanization of the Mexicans. One of the prineipsl
theories advanced fo combat it was the founding of schools for the little Mexicans
who are obliged to receive their education in the schools of the United Btates.

These schools would be altogether Mexican, and in them, besides all the other
obligations and rights which our children have as guests of this country, thery
would have ingnicated in them love of the eountry of their fathers; thoy would
be tanght to Jove it, if it was Intended to make them sll good citizema.

De-Mexicanization, that groat problem which sffects our comntry bocause of
the great exodus of its sony, will be a bitter reslity if stepe are uot taken promptly. -
Without doubt & great percentage of those children who lack cultivation of their
patriotic feelings will become in the future mem who detest the couniry of
their slders.

So let us form committoes; all nnite to work for the good of our childrem;
8ll do our beat to raise & gloricus monumsent to our country in the inaccent and
blessod hearts of our little Maxicans, Let us learn what we do not know, s¢ that
when we have fo pay tribute to the mother country, we can leave to our children
88 a grest heritage a pure love of country, a boundlesa Iove for it, so thai they
will always be ready to die rather than see if reviled or insalted.ter

Eduecation often began at the very beginning. A Mexican proprietor
of a book store reporied:

108 Memico, May B, 1620,

108 But the iden is very old. For example, the Colsgio AHamireno in Hebron-
ville, Texes, *‘was organized in 1887 for the purpose of maintaining & Mexicen
spirit in the Texms-Mexican youth’’ Joviia Gonsales, ‘*Ameviea invades the
border towns,?’ in Souilwest Keview, summer, 1835, p. 4?4:‘

- 101 March 7, 1928,

LY
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Many of the Mexicans are illiterate. They come in $o buy not only English
losson books, but also grammars in Spanish. Most of them try to learn and get
shead.

At a steel mill, a Mexicar stated that two Mexicans in his department
who had known only Indisn dislects, had learned Spanish as well as
English in Indiana Harbor. Another Mexicon estimated that as meny
as three or four hundred in Indiana Harbor spoke Indian dialects,
and possessed only & very limited knowledge of Spanish. Not only
is there illiteracy even in Spanish, but there is often superstition as
well, An Awmerican attorney who has many Mexican clients observed:

" The Mexicans belisve in witech dootors who esst them nnder o spell. A man
who had sssaulted or attempted assault on 3 Mexican woman before her marriage
is now alleged fo have cast a spell over her, and through mystericus powers, and
not in the ordinary physical sense, to have entered the house and writfen on the
weil. He is foarod, and T am ssked to bring sn action compelling him by law to
rolonss her from the apell.los

The urge to literacy inspired by the United States immigration laws
had continued in at least one family:

My husband alrendy knew how i read befors we thooght of coming fo the
Thrnited States, but he studied two yesrs so thal he conld learn to read well enough
to pass the examination at the border. I knew that women accompanied by thelr
hushands did not have to pass the lLiteracy teet, but I studied so that I would
avoid any difficulties at the border. I am still studying, and my hushand teaches
me noarly every night.

These illustrations reveal the low level at which edueation is begun
and carried on, but they also show a genuine desire for more than
past opportunities have afforded. ‘

The disiribution by grades of the 1,242 Mexican children of 2%
elementary schools in Chicago during the spring semester of 1928 is
shown in table 24, Thirty-cight per cent were enrolled in the kinder-
garten and first grade, and B0 per eent were enrolled in the fourth
grade or lower. A very few Mexicans had reached high school in the
Chicego-Gary region, and still fewer had entered junior college.

Estimates by teachers of the capacity for edueation of their Mexi-
can children were varied. A junior high school principal observed
that his Mexican pupils participated effectively in school aetivities,
such as Glee Club, athleties, and leader in the Girl Reserves; how-
ever, he regarded Mexicang as *‘a Bttle backward academically.’’ A
grammar school teacher in the Hull House colony said: “*If we ean
get them past the start, they do well.’”’ A social worker who knew

102 See alsc Gamic, op. oif., chap. 6.
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Mexicans of all ages in their homes, stressed the great variations in
ability among Mexicans which had frequently been noted by teachers,
employers, and others in the West and Southwest: **A few of the
Mexieans are bright. The rest of them are quite willing to be led even
if they are dumb.’” Nelson reported the following comments of
teachers in South Chieago:

They are especially good in art work.

They are fair students,

In my manual training elass the Moxiean boys are a litile earcless about
their work,

They are regarded on su equal with ourwhitepzzplh in this school and above
the Negro.ioe
TABLE 24

DiSTRIBUTION BY GEADES OoF 1,242 Mrxican CHILDREN ENRoLiEs ¥ TwesTT-NINE
ErLeMENTARY BCHoOLE oF CHicAG0 IN THE SPRING SEMESTER, 1928*

Oumulative
Grads Number Par cent per cant
Kindergarten ..o 102 82 B2
First 372 , 360 38.2
8econd 227 9183 58.5
Third 153 13.1 88.6
Fourth . 129 104 84.0
Fifth 80 6.9 889
Bixth 64 5.2 92.1
Saventh 50 4.0 96.1
Eighth 19 15 87.6
Not specified .cmvvcvceries 30 24 1000

Total 1,242 100.0 e

* Numerical data from Anita Jenes, op. oif., 593, obtained originally f,hrough
the cooperation of the Immigrants’ Protective Lengne.

Ome school reportéd 23 Mexicans in eeventh and eighth grades eombmé, they
bave heen included with the seventh grade in this table.

Includes 9 speciale, 18 open-window class, and 3 adolescont girl gupﬁs.

At a Catholic parochial school it was reported that the Mexican chil-
dren were ““well-behaved and intelligent.”” If is interesting that the
most favorable comments on Mexican children were made by a prin-
eipal of a school near Hull House whose enrollment was almost
entirely Italian, but included over sixty Mexicans. His observations,
based on examinations of nationality group records, were that:

Some of the Mexican children are among the brightest we have, The average
intelligence and school progress among the Mexicans is higher than amony the
Italiane. -

108 Op, oit, 17.
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8o far as we had opportunity to observe, the relations between
teachers and Mexican children were eordial. Only iwo complaints
against teachers were made to us: one, that a teacher who seated the
Mexicans on one side of the room was ‘“‘“mean’ to them; and the
other, that another teacheér had failed a friend of the complainant
and set back the latter a helf-grade *‘just because I did not get one
problem right.”” On the econtrary, there was the ohvious cordiality of
relations which we witnessed, and such statements as those of a lead-
ing Mexican that ‘‘The Mexicans get as good treatment as anyone else
at the schools here,”’ and of & Mexican mother that when her child
moved, he ““eried hecause he had to leave the school ; the teachers were
so nice to him, and he liked them so well.”” The teachers with whom
we talked frequently were very fond of their Mexican ehildren, and
liked to teach them. Similarly, it was said st a religious **settlement’’
house that ‘“Some of our teachers eame prejudiced against the
Mexicans, but now they Like them.”’

There was some problem of uncleanliness among Mexican children,
but it was not emphasized as it frequently was in the West and
Southwest. Even in the West, it was noted in 1927 in the lower San
Jorquin Valley of California where numbers of migratory “‘poor
whites,”” mainly from Oklahoma and Texas, were performing seasonal
work beside the Mexicans, that personal unecleanliness was a frequent
oceurrence among both groups; and that there and elsewhere the
problem among Mexicans was frequently regarded by teachers as
entirely solvable. S¢ in the Chieago-Gary ares the reports were not
pessimistic. A Chicago prineipal said, ‘‘Some Mexicans are dirty,
but not more than the Iialians.’’ A teacher of Mexicans in Indiana
Harbor, many of whom came to her classes fresh from the middle
western beet fields, stated: ‘At firgt, the children come to =ehoel
lousy. After a few months they are ashamed to be found with lLice
in their heads.”” And Nelson quotes & South Chicago teacher who
said, *‘Ir my room the Mexican ehildren strike me as eclean and
eourteous.’’

So far as was ascertained, segregation of black and white children
was practiced in only one portion of the region studied. Mexicans

were not segregated, and a principal reported that this seemed to
make the position of the colored more distasteful:

The Negroes resent segregation, and when the Mexicans came they asked us if
the Mexicans were white. We told them that they were, -
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According to 4 Mexican, a defeated candidate for mayor of one of
the cities in the region had proposed in a campaign speech that *‘they
make special places for the Negroes and Mexicans because they feel
good living {fogether,’’ and that ‘“it will do them good to put them
sepatate in the sehools.”” Buf the proposal was not carried out. The
nearest approach to racial separation of Mexicans was reported by
8 Mexican who mentioned an individual teacher who seated Mexicans
on one side of the room, and the others, Poles, Czechs, and two
** Amerieans,’’ on the cther side. This slight separation serves but to
reinforce the generalization that segregation is not practiced.
Friction at school between Mexican childrer arnd children of other
nationalities was muech less severe than frequently was reported. in
places in the West and Southwest where segregation was not prac.
ticed. Where segregation was the rule, for example in Dimmit County,
Texas, the teasing of Mexican children was conspicuous by its absence;
but thizs was more in the nature of an enforeed truce, for in the same
eounty where separation was not practiced, hazing was rife. In the
Chicago-Gary region, the hazing was not so much that of s native
race with the upper social and economic position teking advantage
of an immigrant laboring class group, as it was the bickering between
children of different iromigrant groups, all of whom, despite some
difference in race and the priority of arrival in the United States
of the Europeans, were Iargely members of the same soeial and eco-
»nomi¢ group. The use by children of the stigmatizing terms ‘‘greaser’’
or pelado was not reported; the common epithet seemed to be ‘‘dirty
Mexicans,”” the adjective apparently being & term of opprobrium
common in the region and applied more or less irrespective of physical
cleanliness to despised persons or nationalities. Occasional subjection
of other natiomalities than Mexicans to hazing of this type was also
reported. As a Mexican boy in junior high school said:
There is diserimination against the Polish, Jewish, and Mexiean people. They
are all called ¢‘dirty.’’ The stadeuts do it to0, sometimes, when playing or angry.

Onee in & while the littls fellows rass the Maxicans and esll them f‘dirty
Merxicsns’’; an Italian fellow once after school called me & ** dirty Mexican'’" and
1 hit kim.

[At & religious settlement:] There is some prejudice against them. One littie
Italian boy said the other dsy, **I dou't want to sit next to that dirty Httle
‘Mexican.’’ Bat he himgel! was dirtier than the Mexican, and later he sat next
0 him readily enough.
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Instances were cited in which Polish children cursed Mexieans in
standard American fashion. But stigma can be conveyed by the tone
as well as the words, as has been observed oceasicnally in the South-
west; & sensitive Mexican boy sensed a stigma even in the use of the
rightful adjective of his nationality : *“Some people call me Mexican,
I don’t see why they mention my nationality.’’ Some Mexicans, on
the other hand, firmly and apparently with reason, insisted that
within their experience there was no teasing of children of their
nationality because they were Mexieans, And a principal of a school
with children of immigrants of many European nationalities enrolled,
made the very interesting observation that:

The Mezieaus assimilate s little easier, and the youngeters take them in a
little more readily than some other nationalities.

The educational status of Mexican children in this northern urban-
industrial region is strikingly different from that which prevails in
most rural sreas where Mexicans are o be found. Segregation is not
practiced, social ostracism by eother children is not pronounced, the
economic position of Mexican families is often better, and if necessary
pressure is brought to compel attendsance at school. The result is more
effective education and assimilation of Mexiean children.

STANDARD OF LIVING

In 1928, Mexican laborers were housed in shelters provided by
railroads, in eompany bunkhouses provided by two or three industrial
plants, in private or cooperative boarding houses, or in the houses of
private families,

There were at least seven railroad labor camps within the city
limits of Chicago, fifteen more in the immediate western environs*9
and a few more esstward toward Gary. The ressong for maintaining
these camps were partly the shortage of housing facilities when Mexi-
cans were first brought north in numbers, and partly in order to have
& minimum supply of labor at hand, readily available to respond to
emergency calls Partly because as the Mexicans became accustomed
to the new environment many established themselves in private houses,
and partly because the Chicago Department of Health subsequently
forbade the establishment of new permanent camps, the Mexican labor
population so housed was declining. In the winter of 1927-28, Arita

112 8se Anits E, Jones, op. oil, 77 ., for o more detailed description with
photographs of some of these campes.
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Jones enumerated a fotal of 996 Mexicans in twenty-two camps,
including 463 men, 155 women, and 372 children.

The type of housing provided ranged from box cars, usually dis-
mounted if the camp was not temporary, to lumber houses construeted
for the purpose. There was one very medern, brick bunkhouse pro-
vided by a local railroad, in which some single Mexicans, together
with a number of men of other nationalities, were lodged.”’* In some
eamps, houses and sanitary facilities were good, in others they were
deficient. In some, s0il and space permitted small gardens and the
keeping of chickens, and even pigs’*® The box cars or other houses
were often supplemented by additions of various types, constructed
of used lumber. Where conditions were favorable trees and vines
planted by the Mexicans afforded shade and an assthetie touch.

The economy of company housing appesled to numy of the Mexi-
eans. Some railroads provided it without cherge; others made & small
deduction for rent and fuel. Coal was provided the year round, and
sometimes ice in summer, When work slackened, families were usually
permitted to continue o occupy their houses; in accordance with the
eustomary practice of extending aid to relatives and paisamos, these,
100, frequently came to inhabif the eamps. In some of the camps we
found a very few laborers of other natiomalities, mostly single Italians
in box-car bunkhouses,

At least three or four steel plants housed some of the early groups
of Mexicans which they brought frem the Southwest in company
bunkhouses within the plant which had been used in the strike of 1519,
Indeed, some Mexicans had been so housed during the strike.

After the strike, when the Mexicans were newly arriving in the
sres in car- and even train-loads, company housing was a distinet
eonvenience o them. Indeed, at an industrial plant near two steel
plants, which imported large numbers of Mexicans, the first Mexican
applicants for employment, who probably kad come from one of the
stee]l plants, asked for quarters, saying that they had no place to live,
The company had no quarters ai the time, but, desiring to introduee
employees of another nationality, they fixed up some buildings which
had been used during plant construction. As many as sixty Mexicans
occupied these houses at one time, although the number of Mexicans
on the pay roll was never much higher than that number.

111 See Nicol, B. W, ““How one road cares for ita men,’? Radway Esngintering
and Maintenanos, XXV, 108,

112 See also Field Notes, p. 260 ff.
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As the Mexicans became eccustomed to the ecommunity, however,
they often preferred {o live closer to friends and amusements cutside
the plant, and the companies were generally willing to abandon the
arrangement. A Mexican who had come early to the region, and had
Lived at one of the mills, deseribed the changing situwation from the
point of view of his people:

The first large geag of Mexicans that lived inside the mill yards in the com-
paay houses and ste i the eafstoria lked it ay long o it was new to them. The
rooms were very niece and the food that we ate was good. But some men mads &
practice of staying out for supper and going to the families of some of the men
in the neighborhood to eat, Others wonld sat out now and then for lunch, It
was just tho case that many of them liked the Mexzican food snd dishes so well
that they grew fired of the regular American food even if it was good. There
wa4 a variety and we never had too much of one thing, but we nevar had fortillas,
or menude, or tostadas, and thoe other things we liked. Scome of the others who
wanted more [of these foods] did not like 46 live in the yards, After the day’s

_work was done they wanted fo get away from their work and forget abont it and
enjoy their leisure time. I remembser one said fo me once, ¢ This ia too much jike
& prison. We work all day, then we eat in & big place, all together, and sleep
together. We never leave these walls of the faetory.’® I guess alss, wo ssldom bad
music or our [Mexican] theater plays like the other Mexicans in Chicago did.

Aside from questions of amusement and companionship, which
affected the decision whether to live within the plant or cutside, there
was the issue of the economy of company board vs. boarding one’s
self. Ag stated by a company offieial:

The cost of boarding in sompany bunkhonses is $1.50 per day. Some Mexicans
prefer to baich it, which they can do for about 90 cents; this is importeat when
work is alack as it is now [August, 1028].

In 1928 only one steel plant was still operating bunkhouses in which
Mexicans were living.

The overwhelming majority of Mexicans live in houses which they
find for themselves, Many of them live in hoarding houses operated
usually, although by no means always, by a family of their own
nationality.

Solos sometimes live in & cooperative boarding house, where
expenses and atiendant lashor of board and room are shared, or where
each individual of the gronp boards himself. Hughes noted in 1925
that ‘‘Non-family cooperstive groups of men were most often found
among the Mexicans.”” A Mexiean in Gary deseribed the arrangement
of his group:

I did not know how t0 cook when I came here, but I have learned so that mow

I san oook better than o woman, Wo six men all buy our groceries and keep them
sach in & separate box. We sll zse the same kitchen and the same bedrooms. Soms
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of va work on each of the three shifis so that we are sever in each other’z way, It
makeg it muck cheaper to Live that way. On payday our six boxes of food make
this kitehen look like a store. Y wonld Lke to buy food wholesals, bui the other
men will not sgree, Theymtoo:rraguisrmhsyingna&domtwaaﬁzlugs

snpplybmnsethaywmthbafme&oiesveusmmm’anm

To a shoemaker from Michoacén this practice of doing one’s own werk
was something of a shock, & mental as well as material descent of his
standard of Hving:

In Mexico wo couldn’t eook and do omr owzn laundry for shams, but here
everybody does them.

Similarly, a Mexican social worker said,

House work in Mexico is degrading. At first it hnrt the Mericens’ pride o

do it here when they were not nsed t¢ doing it in Mexiso.
Under siress, they sleep almost anywhere, as do the hoboes, but not
with them. In the summer, of course, sleeping in the park iz often
more comfortable than in hot tenements, and is at times indulged in by
thousands of many nationalities. Said an uwnemployed Mexican track
laborer:

I sloop in bed when with my friends sand when not, I sleep anywhere—onder

the bridge, or snywhere. When you get in town at 11 o’clock at night, you can’t
go to a door and ask to let you in.
Sometimes the single Mexicans live with a family of Mexican or
European nationality. Indeed, the importance of the family boarding
house &= an institution, & eenter for recreation and social life, was so
thoroughly reeognized that the labor executives of at least two large
plants each aided in establishing one in the area as a measure neess-
sary for the stabilization of the new labor force of young Mexican
#olps in a strange eity. |

Mexicans with families Iive in the houses which they find available,
either by themselves, or with another family, or with boarders. Of
the one-family Mexican households studied by Hughes in 1925, 43 per
eent contained lodgers. This was a2 higher proportion than among any
other nationality group. The family itself often includes several adult
relatives besided the husband and wife. Hughes stated that ‘‘The
household of median size among native whites numbered four; among
Negroes and foreign-born exclusive of Mexicans, five; among Mexicans,
m‘x_”lzf

In general, the Mexicans live in poor quarters. “*They [Mexicans
and Negroes] are the latest heirs to the city’s worst housing.’”*¢ They

13 Op. oif., 18.
i1¢ Hughes, op. oil,, 61,
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gre the latest immigrant srrivals, and like their European and Negro
predecessors, they start at the bottom. They enter distriets being
abandoned by others, or, at times against resistance, push into vaean-
¢ies in poorer districts yet occupied largely by other nationalities
which resent their intrusion. Their poverty, not choice, is the chief
determining factor., A Mexican housewife who lived close to the
packing houses explained, for example:

This smell and stemeh here are bad. I know it makes me sick and makes me
vomit at times, I lose my sppetite and ¥ do not eat ss I should, Boms of the
othor Mexican women I know around here feel the same wey. It is very bad,
bat what ean ws dot Qur hugbands work mear here, the rent is cheaper, and we
kave {0 live. .

The standard of housing was generally low. We made no sta.
tistical study, but a few illustrations and comments of observers will
serve 1o Indicate its character, According to two Chicago observers
who wrote in 1925:

The Mexicans were living in tha most undesirable houses or parta of houses in
the neighborhood. Many wers living in basements and the great majority in back
parts or in rear bouses. The plumbing was usvally much helow the minimem for

hygiene, but on the whole, in spite of the unfavorsble emvironment and the bare
furnishings of the rooms, thay were guits above the average for cleanlinesst:®

The last statement was contradicted by others, for instance, & charity
execntive who said, ““The IMexicans are wreiched housekeepers.”’
Plenty of evidenee could be found to support both observations.

The housing of Mexicans in Indisns Harbor was generally agreed
to be the poorest in the region. A sicel company exeecutive was the
first person in ths area to advise us of this, and the lasbor manager
of a beet sugar company prophesied that when we saw conditions
there, however unsatisfactory might be the houses on the sugar beet
farms, we would agree that the Mexicans had been done a service by
being teken away. The letter of a social worker in the vicinity
described eonditions in October, 1925:

The conditions under whish they live ave very }psor, many of them living in
dark besements and many in little shacks in beck of larger homes which in many
gities would be condemmned and torn down The rent which they are charged is

118 Britton and Coustable, op, oit, 4. Hughes in 1925 reported housing of
Mexioans in Chieago to be generally poorer than that of the other groups of small-
wage earners studied. In the matter of over-erowding for exampls, ‘“In 72 per
cent of the native whits, 68 per cent of the Negro, 50 per eent of the other
foreign-born and 27 per cent of the Mexisan families, the number of rooms in
the house either equalied or exceeded the number of persoms.’” ‘‘The most
extreme instances of ever-crewding were found in the Mexican houssholds.’’—
Pagea 21, 22
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ountragecus, For two rooms they pay $18 to $20, and for three rooms, $30. As
the rent is so high, most every femily hes boerders, and in symo cases in our
eehsus it was found thai 75 men were living in one dark room im the besement,
and the esiling was so low that one eonld not stand up straight., -

A Mexican who knew the eolony well said in 1928:

Mogt of ths Moxicaas live in back rooms, upstairs, sed in basements. They
ars usually erowdod; some live four per room 12 feet by 12 feet

In another locality I was told of a Mexican family found by social
workers to be living in an attic whick had no entrance except & man-
hole. A social worker fold of an instance in Chicago of sixteen rela-
tives living in three very small rooms, and & Mexican woman said that
when they had first come to the city from the beet fields they had
been charged $25 a month for one room in which eleven people had
to live.

No gystemztic study of rentals was undertaken, but illustrations
may be cited which will suggest the levels. Britton and Constable
reported for 1924 an average monthly rental paid by Mexiean dis-
pensary patients of $17, with a range from $8 to $32.'* A asceial
worker in the Hull House eolony reported in 1928 rentals which were
somewhat lower: shout $8 to $10 on the average, as low as 26, and
some few as high as $16. A group of single Mexican lsborers agreed
that cosis of room and board were sbout $32 per month; rooms, which
might be occupied by more than one person, could be had for from
$3.50 to $5 per week. A Mexiean who rented a flat of three rooms and
bath on Ashland Avenue near the stockyards and took roomers, said,
**You can rent three rooms and & bath for about $17 a month. You
can rent a room for about $2.50 a week A man can live on $8 to $10
a week, aithough not very well.”?

These deseriptions of housing and rentals for the most part repre-
gent conditions at their lowest level; but many Mexican laborers were
Living close to this level. Observers who had been in close touch with
the Mexican colonies for years said in 1923 that conditions were
improving, and that extreme erowding was not so prevalent as it had
been, althongh manifestly it still existed. Some Mexican laborers,
however, were found Living in guarters whieh were fully eomparable
to the quarters of American laborers. The best honsing was that of
the steadier laborers and skilled workmen, or clerks; this too was
Loan than $30 & monthromt Sor +eola wator s Batey dhat 76 per cant. of them spent

Iess tham 20 per cent of their monthiy sarnings for rent, and that 65 per cent of
them paid less than $6 per month per room—Puges 38-87.
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frequently fully up to the standard of Americans of similar economic
and social position.

Unsatisfaetory housing, diet, and & climate of unaecustomed rigor
ecombined to make health conditions unfavorable. Britton and
Constable stated :

‘Weo foand that the Mexicans seen to be partisulsrly susceptibls to the harsh
slimate of Chicapgo, in the number of respiratory infections which they presented,
though the incidence of fubersulosis za & factor in these respiratory disorders was
not as frequent as one would have expected and as it has been found to be among
the Negroes who have come to the north from the milder sonthorn climate, . . . 317

It is undoubtedly true that the Mexicans found diffieulty in pro-
tecting themselves sdequately from the climate of Chicago, especially
at first. A very high tuberenlosis rate is reported among Mexieans in
California where the climate is not an adverse factor.’® It is also very
doubtful whether predisposition to tuberculesis is racial; as the chief
surgeon of a large industrial corporation with many Mexican
employees pointed out, it appears to have adequate explanation so
far as the Mexicans in Chicago (and California) are concernmed, in
their low standard of living.2*®

Inadequate nutrition was definifely noted by persons concerned
with the health of Mexicans, and sometimes by employers a3 well, who
saw & definite relation between food and working capaeity. Thus, the
lshor supervisor of & local railroad wrote in 1928:

The mansgement of the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern is now seriously comsidering
the employment of & matron t¢ teach the Mexican men end women how to mse
and prepere food which ir more nmomrishing and svitable in the North than the
inadequate diet on which they now try to live. I recemily watchad cme of our
Meoyicang enting & lunch which bad been prepersd at home. It comsisted of four
tortillas, & sort of pancake made of flour, sslt and water. Sursly such food has
insufficiont nourishment for & man engaged in track workizc

Britton and Constable reported that ‘‘There is also a high incidence
of metabolic and nutritional diseases among the Mexican children,

1r gp, eit, 8.

118 Mexicans in Oslifornia: report of Governor O, O, Young’s Mexican fact-
fnding committes (San Francisco, 1930), 156 £, and reports there cited.

11# Cempare: ‘/The belief has been commonly held smong white people that
Negroes 8 a group eannot survive in & northern climate. . . . . Evidence from
studies of the Negro’s health status points to the conclusion that his high death
rate is not entirely & racial truit or merely the effect of climatic change, but to 2
great extont iz due to poor housing, poverty, aud igmorance.’’—Iouiss Venabls
Kennedy, The Nogre Psasont Turas Ciyward (Columbia University Press, 1930),
170, 178. Oompars similar belief with respeet to Filip! moa; Brunc Lasker, Rilipino
thgmtson (Criversity of Chicago Press, 1631}, 112.

1236Nicol, B. W., " How one road cares for ity men,’’ Raillway Enginsering and
Maintenancs, 24 {1928):10%, 111.
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most probably because of the inferior conditions of living which exist
among the Mexican families.’” A nurse of the Infant Welfare Society
stated in 1928:

Weo pregeribe diet for their children, but they cannot slways afferd to buy
fresh vegetables. The Mexican children have rickets badly, sre skinmy and undes-
nourigshed. They don’ get emough sumshine, They live in Little dark rooms and
the children are not aliowed on the strests; so they are inside all the time and get
Hitle sunshine, The Mexicang are poorer than the other mationalities hers. Most
anything is good enoaghforkenemtohwm,thsyhvemsmmatmdy
to como down, where the Italians won'f live
A Gary social worker familiar with conditions among Mexicans in
Loth the North and the Southwest made & ecomparison of health and
diet conditions which is interesting, but has the value of an impression
only on & matter not easy to measure:

The health of the Mexicens seems £0 be worse up here. They have more money
but lees air and fresh vegetables, and they are more crowded.

The uncleanliness of many Mexicans of the labor class is frequently
remarked by residents of the Southwest, and offen given as a reason
for isolating them. One observes cases of uncleanliness in the Chicago-
Gary region, but the protest of other nationalities against Mexicans
on this ground is not so strong. The eonditions among Mexicazn school
- ¢hildren already have been discussed. Landlords sometimes complain
that their Mexican tenants are bad housekeepers; but many of them, .
of course, keep their houses very clean. Employers, unlike most of
the farmers who use Mexican lsbor, frequently comment favorably
upon their cleanliness; fheir replies are perhaps tempered somewhat
by their comparative experience with European immigrants, but they
are striking. A labor manager said,

The Mexicans are not inferior in cleanlinees. The eompany used to have fo
whitewash around the Poles’ houses hecanse of uncleanliness.

A miil superintendent cbserved that *‘The Mexicans are clean and
well dressed.”” At a steel plang, the manager of the bunkhouses stated:

The Mexicans take daily baths, There are no verizn in the Mexican bunk-
homse, though sometimes we find them in the whifes’ houss; the whites we get
are the worst. The Maxicans want clean sheets twice a weok, snd they are the
first to squawk if the lasndry is late. It is the same way if there is no hot water,
whereas others will let it go and eoms into the dining room dirty.

At the municipal baths at & park near the stockyards, an offieial
reported that about 800 baths were eustomarily taken on §aturdays,
600 of them by Mexicans. The Mexicans doubtless took baths at the
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park in larger proportion than other nationalities partly because of
less adequate facilities at home; however, they were & minority in the
neighborhood, and the fact is significant. The official observed further
that ““The Mexicans will walk farther than the others to take baths,
On Sunday about 100 Mexicans come to bathe. Not so many eome on
ether days, but some come every day.’”’ An amusing situation was
repor’sed te us by an official at another munieipal park. When he
spoke of the friction at that park between Mexicans and Furopeans,
we inguired the cause. His reply was to the ¢ffect that ** They object
becanse the Mexicans monopolize the baths’’ In the light of this
evidence, personal uncleanliness seems much less a permanent and
ineradicable characteristic of Mexicans than is often assumed by
Americans resident in other parts of the United States,

The only data on venereal disease among Mexicans in Chicago
which eame to our attention are those of Britton and Constable. They
reported that:

The proportion of vemereal disesss . . .. wna found tc be greater than that
found or reported among the clinic population as a whole, Seven per cemt of the
Meaxicans had reported syphilia, while only 0.56% of the clinic as a whole waa
reported to the Health Departmont. The provelence of gonorrhes wes 2.7% among
the Mexicans as against 0.03% among the whole dispensary, and changroid 1.8%
smong the Mexicans and only 0.03%% among the rest of the clinfe.

At the smployment department of a large packing plant, it was stated
that rejections of Mexican applicants for employment on zecount of
venercal diseases were greaier proportionately than of spplicants of
other nationalities, except Negroes. The latier, if was said, had the
highest proportion of rejections,

Low as was their living standard, the Mexicans were obviously
impressed with the elements of the higher standard of Lving which
they encountered in the region. The reactions of three Mexican
women to the changes in housekeeping were interesting; the first two
were much impressed with the case of housework ‘with material aids:

I find honsekeoping hore much easier than in Mexico. This is the first time I
have used flour to make tortillar; I like it. Ii is very mmch easier than grinding
corn on & mefate. The gaz is very much quisker than the charcosl. I haven't
bumned any frijoles {beana) yet, but I have to watch them them mush wmors
carafully here than I would in Mexico. It is muoeh nicer here with water in the
house and the toilet in the house, I like the American ccoking utensils much
better than the Mexican vasuelae (pots). The kitchen fioor looks so pretty when
I clean it, It shows the effects of cleaning muech more than the dirt or brick
fioors, Brick foors beceme stained and it is impossible to remove the stains, The
wood fioors get dirty much gquicker, but they are essior to clean. Women’s work
is much essier here than in Mexico.
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T could never do 2l the work in Mexico that I do here. I like %o cook on gas
as it is so quick. I like the electric motor on my gewing machine. I tried an
electric washing machine, bat I do not like them &s well as sending the clothes
t¢ the laamdry. You khave to fool around with the rinsing snd wringing, aad
with hanging the clothes to dry. The leendry is more satisfactory; the clothes
¢ome home damp, and it takes me.but s little whila to tron them and put them
Eway.

The third emphasized the endlessness of women’s work under any
conditions, although she conceded convenience and a saving in effort:

Women’s work is just the same all over the world. 'They work all the fime and
sre never dons. Yee, I work all the time—from morning until night. There are
many conveniences here whick I did not have in Mexico. There I always cooked
on & farnace that burned charconl. It waa very inesnveniemt, for the furnace had
to be put outside into the open air until the sonls glowed, them it had to be
brought back into tho kitchen and had to be watched or fanned most of the time
while food was cooking. It teck frijoles & long time to eook on thia charcoal fire,
Here the frijofes cock very quickly on the gas plate,

An official of one of the chambers of commeree in the ares thought
that the standard of living of the Mexicans was hopelessly low, that
the Mexicans were content that it should remain Iow, and that there
was not much reason for trying to raise it. He said:

If they [the Mexicans] don’t want toilets, thoy can put the legally required
number in the besement. I think somebody ecould build flats for them and cater
to them =nd make monsy., I think we shonld take care of them and keep them
clean, bnt beyond that I don’t care

On the eontrary, the labor supervisor of a loeal zailroad believed that
the standard of living could and should be raised, if necessary by
eompany inspection of company housing, and by instruetion. As is
the attitude of the Mexicans: ‘‘ At first the Mexicans didn’t like inspee-
tions and thought it was interfering, but we take the position that if
the company spends money on good housing, given Iree, it is entitied
to see that it is kept In good condition.”” The objection apparently
gsubsided: The experiment merits recitation in detail.

The living habits of Mexican laborers snd their families when thsy come to
this country, are such a2 to manifest & total disregurd for cleanlingss and sanita-
tion. . . . . Wa tried severnl schemen in an effort st improvement, but to no svail.
Finally & plan was put inte effect under which the section foreman is required
to go into each house vnder his jurisdiotion on Wednesday and Saturday of each
woek for the parpose of teaching these people how fo serub the floors and to keep
their gquarters in a clean and tidy condition. Failure on their part to carry out
. these insbrnctiona reeults in their dismissal, The foremen are also required to
make reports of the conditions they find to the chief engineer. The roadmasters
are required also to inspeet all much houses on their districts onge each month and
make similar reporis to the chief angineer. I accompany the roadmasters on sil
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sach inspection trips snd report my fndings directly to our vice-president. The
first few inspection trips were anything but encouraging, bat we eonld dstect some
signs of improvement here and there. Later on, howover, every house of this
nature on our railway, with the exception of ons, wne found to be remarkably
clean, which sonvineed us that Mexicans can be feught our standarde of living.
These improved living conditions were obtained a® a resnit of education over &
pesiod of 1¢ montha,

The Mexicane are willing and will learn very readily. They are not szolely to
blame for their lack of kmowledge of proper living habits . . . . why not start
now and feach them the American standard of living, so they will make more
desirable ecitizenafizi
The superintendent of s large industrial plant expressed similar views
bhased uvpon his experience:

The Mexicans have changed greatly as to living habits in five yerrs. They
begar by living in some old shacks we had used during comstruction. Observing
them eooking over their open fires out of doors, I turned over to them 2 good
eafeteris and kitchen which ws no longer needed, on the sondition thet if T ever
found it dirty it would be takem sway from than. They kept the building in
good shape and I have never had cccasicn to fske it from them. Many have
been indueced to move into better honses in town, and some of them still Lve in
bunkhouses on the plant groands, Now the Mexicanz bathe regularly and dress
woll. Thoy learn readily if someone will teach them. The reason they live as
they do iz becsnse nobody teaches them hetter.

A settlement worker also observed the change in standards of dress
which had taken place:

At first the Mexicans came in overalls. Now they have suits, Now they dress
their women well, in furs, etc. Some don’t take the Englich class hare because
they have not good emough elothes i0 come to class.

One does not see erowds of Mexieans on the streets in overalls, as one
does in the Southwest. In the Chicsgo-Gary region, as in Bethlehem,
Pennsylvanis, and elsewhere in the North, the Mexicans on the streets
are generally dressed in ready-made or tailor-made suits. They change
from working clothes at the plant, or upon reaching their rooms at
the close of the day.

A nurse agreed with the employers quoted above &s to the teach-
sbility of the Mexicans, although she did not generally rate their
intelligence highly:

The Mexicans follow instructions as far ss they are financiaily sble,

And Britton and Constable, writing of dispensary experience, aseribed
1o the Mexicans qualities not only of teachability, but of alertness:

121 Nieol, loa oit.
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The better cooperation which the Mexicans scem to have showed was probahly
the result not oaly of the efforis of social service organizations and elinic workers,
but was also & pert of the alertness which is & chargeteristic of the mental equip-
ment of the Mexican.

The readiness of the Mexicans to advance their standard of living
under favorable opporfunities was thus more generally eoneceded, or
even emphasized, than in the agricultural Southwest. Two further
illustrations may be given to indicate the humbler levels from which
the advance begins. A well informed Mexican, referring to his com-
patriots in one of the denser eslonies, stated:

Very fow slesp on the floor here, Beds eost ouly $3; they are so cheap that
all can have them,

And & Mexican woman living in one of the railroad camps, offering us
some iced tes, said: '

Do you like tee? We do. We have very little tea in Mexico, mostly coffee and

chocolate, Wo often hesrd gbout it there, but only the rich people drazk it. It
wis not oxtil we came fo this country that we started uaing it.

SOME CULTURAL ADJUSTMENTS

The immigrant’s own resetions to his experiences in the United
States are often best revealed in the corridos which he composes. The
sense of shock upon contact with American customs in the industrial
area of Chicago and the Calumet region is the theme of one such
carride, El engamchado, which appears ai the beginning of this
study.2® .

_ Faumny

The family is an important institution among laboring class
Mexicans in the United States, & center about which they cluster.
This is true in rura! areas where they are stabilized in domieile and
the sons and their wives build houses clustering about the house of
the parents, often on the same lof. It is zlso frue when they follow
a course of seasonsl migration during which many members, including
women and children, usnally work in the fields, for example, in the
cotion, sugar beet, and grape harvests. It is Iikewise trne when they
ghift from one part of the country te another npon the advice of &
member who has journeyed in advance o search out the possibilities
of a new environment. It was a Mexican clerk in a drug store of
Indiana Harbor who said:

12% Bee p. vi; also Mezico, Anguet 8, 1928,
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We eame from Colorado hers because my uncle ved znd worked here. Where
ke gooes the whole family follows, just like in lots of other Mexican familien, 'Wa
have our uncles and aunts, and cousins, and the whole fansly up heren It’s Iote
of fon when we are all together; thers sre over tweanty-five of us.

The proportion of families, however, is much gmgller in the Chicago-
Gary region, and the family unit is subjeet to more disintegrating
influences; its dominance iz therefore less striking in this wurban
industrial eenter than in rural sreas. ’

Data on the size of family were meager. Britton and Constable,
reporting on a small group in 1924, said:

About 209% of those who were married had no children; of thoss who had

children [about 130] there wan an average of [2.7] children per family. While
wo found o number of families in which there were five, six, sevem, and eight,
snd two families in which there were eloven childrem, the grest majority of the
families had only one or twe children.
Records of seventy families reported by a birth control clinic during
192729 showed 3.8 to be the average number of children, but
obviously thig was not & representative sample., Between 1924 and
1928 the proportion and size of families doubtless incereased with the
sdvaneing age group and the coming to the area of a large number
of wives and families.

Most of the Mexicans come to the Chicago-Gary region with s
coneeption of family relations which is distinetly patriarchal, and
buttressed in part by religious sanetions. The relationships cast in
this mold are subjected fo stresses in the new environment. Not only
is there a release from the controls of the acecustomed environment
which comes from the mere fact of migration, but there are disturb-
ances arising from the new environment. The unbalsneed sex ratio,
the laws and customs of the United States, the entrance of Mexican
women into industry, the edueation of Mexican ehildren in Ameriean
schools, and an American environment, are all sources of sirain on
inherited attitudes and relationships among Mexican immigrants.

The high proportion of young single men puis a premium upon
the fewer Mexican women in the region. This resulis not infrequently
in & reversal of the usual age differential between husbands and wives;
83 & Mexican observed:

A number s marvied to women much older than they. Martines, for example,

i¢ aged twemty-two, and his wife is shout fifty. It is just the other way in
Mexico; the old men are married to the young women.

Tt is also & factor leading even to fights over womén. Quoting further
the preceding speaker:
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Mexican women were very scarce. Thers were many fights for the onss that
wore here. Women never stayed sisgle very long exeept by choice, Thers was
one woman for whose hand three men were killed by rivels;, 8he was married
three times without being divoreed omce; the lovers dispatehed sll the husbands,
thus elimineting the meceesity of s divores. Many more Merxicans were stabbed,
and that was in the spece of a year.its

The searcity of Mexican women also was condueive to prostitution,
Just as prostitutes follow the cotton or onien harvests of south
Texas, so they are found among the Mexicans of the Chicago-Gary
region. There they visit railroad eamps on pay day, and inhabit
boarding houses or other convenient places. Their nationalities were
reported as most frequently Negro and Mexican; there were some
Europeans, of whom a few Rumanians and Germans were mentioned
specifically. The situations existing at specific locations were described
by 8 Mexican who Imew the colony well:

In three boarding houses the hushands of the Mexican women live there and
know thai their wives aceommodate the boarders. [In some instances the ‘‘hus-
bands’’ were belioved to be such only in order to furnish appearanses which would
diminish the lkelihood of disturbance of the f‘husziness,’” but of a few others,
it was said,] it ia quite general for Mexicans of certain types o exploit their
wives; [sometimes the same was said of several other natiomalities]. At s board-
ing house in the Madison Strest employment district two married womes run &
restaurant, They have & room for the children, ene of whom is twelve years old,
but he knows what is going on. Ths mother colleets the revemnes; ths girla geot
one-half for themselves. Af another boarding house the wife and daughter make
money while the husband aad son invite male friends to come to the wife and
dapghter. The wife and daughter go to dance balls and invite men to visit them,
or else the husband and son will even take the women to some cther place if the
men are unwilling to come to tho boarding house. At the house the price is two
to three dollars. To go away, the price is raised to abont tan dollars. Some men
want them {0 come awsy because they believe it is safer. They beliove there is
less likelihood of robbery and other orimes snd less likelihood of being caught.
The girl engeged in this ccoupation from age thirteen. She says sho likes it
becauss she makes money. Probably these women are diseased. At any rate the
husband came to me and aaked for a doctor for genital-urinary diseases.

Other rooming houses were reported which were of an opposite type.
A Mexican social worker reported instances of Mexiecan prostitutes

who encoursged other Mexican women fo adopt the seme oceupation;
interestingly, the liberty of women in the United States was invoked

to strengthen the appeal:

128 ‘The women over whom the killings took place were not zlways Mexicans,
For example, & Mexican killed ancther Mexican becauso it was elaimed that the
Negre wife of the first ‘*gave liberties’’ to the second—Hewico, February 26,
31927. Also n Pole killed & Moxican who, it wes ¢laimed, had given atiemtiona to
the wife which the husband resented.—La Noticia Mundiah, November 20, 1927,
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S8oms fow Mexioan proatifutos took other women in and sncoursged them also
te bocome prosiitutes. They would say, ‘‘ ¥You do not need to work or suffer if
your ‘husband drinks. ¥You are in the United States and do not have to do it.**

The very existence of boarding houses operated by widows or by
men and their wives for numbers of single men opened the way for
Iooser sex relations, quite apart from commercial prostitution. Said & -
soeial worker:

The sonditions in Mexican boarding houses are not se good. The Mexican
women doa 't Like the crowding; also it leads o loose morals. The women become
eommon property. I know one eass of a bosrder who forced a woman to yield
$¢ him on the threat of killing her husband., When the other buarders found cut

that she had yielded they also forced her. "'When the hmaband found out what had
happeaned, he shot one of the boarders and took his wife back to Mexico with him.

In another instance the husband dramatically killed the wife and
boarder with a single bullet, the details of the tragedy furnishing
front-page eopy for the Spanish langusge newspaper.'** Ancther case
reported was a woman, deserted by her husband, who was unwilling
to return to her boarding house, saying, ‘The men make too many
advanees to women here because there are so few women,”

The ides of ‘‘freedom of women’” had entered the minds of the
Mexieans and was applied by them to their specific problems. The
meaning to them of the phrase lo Isheriad de lazs mujeres therefore
might vary with the particular situation which each had in mind.
These connetations vsusally appear from the quotations themselves.
‘While the general trend was unmistakably toward scceptance of
greater freedom, the amount of freedom thought desirable by indi.
viduals was subject to & good deal of variation. Thus, a Mexican
woman revealed adherence partly to the old and partly to the new
viewpoints:

This is too cold hers; but we heve to like it if our hushande like it here. The
women here have more freedom than in Mexico. Here if you are injured you ¢aa
go to the jail [court] and tell them, or if your husband wanis to desert you or
beat you. In Mexico if your husband deserts or beats you—wall, i{°s your hushand.

These two factors—the unbalanced sex ratio and the greater lib-
erty accorded women in the United States by law and cusiom,
together contributed to the instability of families. Although both
factors were not always demonsirably operative in all cases, the latier
made unsatisfactory domestic relations psychologically less bearable
by Mexiean women, and the former afforded them ready prospects of
other, and more alluring liasons. This is clear from the statement of

13¢ Mezico, May 30, 1929,
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typieal domestie difficulties by a Mexican mocial worker with wide
experience among her people:

The first type of complaint is that of the wife who elsimy her *Srights’’ from
her husbend. The husband spends the momey on wine, or gambles, and does not
take his wife and children out to theatres, ete. Some hushands do beat them with
- their hands or Aste to try to shut them np. They say, "‘If you don’t like to have
me control you, you ean go $0 the streef.’” In Mexico under suck circumstances
the wives would say they mads a mistake, and would carry their cross; here they
want their rights. The Mexican women s8s the better treatment of the United
States women, so they react against the treatment by their Mexican husbands,

A seeond type of difficulty irises from wives who neglect their duties st home
sud who may want o leave with ancther man They may want to go out more
than they need to and to peglect their children. This nsually takes place among
common law marriages, and especially at boarding houses, znd when the husband
s the type described ahove; the wife than waats to leave with oze of the boarders,
and fo get rid of har husband she complains to us. My tlue that the woman was
geeking $o desert wea the aspeet of the womsan herself. When she came with face
rouged, short skirts, ete., I knew that she probably wes from = boarding house
and wished to leave her hughand.

My informant estimated that in the second type of situation, about
one-fourth of the deserting wives leave the children with the husband,
and observed that ‘*Often the men wanted the children more than
the women.’’ Families were sometimes reunited, sometimes not. *‘I
could convinee the men [of the advantages of reunion or of avoiding
separation] more easily than the women.™

Thus, desertion by the wife, said to be extremely rare in Mexico,
appeared as an important type of marital difficuity in the Chicago-
Gary rezion. Said & Mexiean social worker, referring to the Isboring
elass Mexicans, “‘In Mexico they have only common law marriages,
but they stay together beiter than here.’’ And another Mexican social
worker in another part of the area said, ‘“Many women desert their
husbands. The wives go off with the boarders oftener than the hus-
bands desert their wives.”’

The variation in reaction o the new conditions, and perhaps dif-
ferenee in class or religious background is so great among the Mexi-
cans that generalizations which will cover even the majority are
difficult. Thus, an American social worker commenting on the number
of marital reliationships without sanction of law, while conceding that
the parents did assume responsibility for children, could state, ‘“When
the Mexicans are tired of cach other they just separate and change
partners. But they are beginning to get ideas of respectability [from
insistence on legal marriage to secure charitable aid under certain
Illinois statutes, from the activities of religious social workers, ete.].”
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At the same time & Protestant Mexican social worker, impatient with
her counirywomen for what some of them would endure, could also
sy with truth, *‘ There is no use talking divoree to a Mexican woman,
because they don’t believe in it."'1%"

The ides of the freedom of women had its impaet not only on the

. traditional conceptions of marital relations, but also on the relations
of parents and children, and interacted with the entrance of Mexican
women into business and industry. In & variety of forms these ele-
ments appear in the conflicts between the traditional and the newer
attitades. **When the [women] erves the border they change some
of their idess.”’ Both men and women wers divided in their allegianee
to old &nd new. In general women and children more often favored
relaxation of the traditional attitndes. Mexican men to & considerable
extent resisted the change; frequently Mexicen women too shared
the men’s views in whole or in part.

The resistance of the men focused variously upon codes controlling
the relations of husbands and wives, men and women, parents and
ehildren, and canons of proper conduct, occupation, and apparel of
women. While eligible Mexican women in the region were at a pre-
miwn, in the ideals of most of the Mexican men, girls fresh from
Mexico were much preferred; indeed, many did go back to Mexico
for a bride. The statement of a young Indian-type track laberer was
chargeteristic:

The Mexican girls in the United States are like the American girls or worse.

It in hest to get & girl from Old Mexico when one wishes to marry.
The observations of a Mexican high school boy were not only cor-
roborative, but pointed out the converse of this, that Mexican girls
here preferred Mexican men who had been in the United States,
undoubtedly largely because they both would have been subjected to
its Liberalizing influences:

The Mexican men Lere say that the Mexiean girls of the United Btates hava
too much liberty. They want fo merry the girls nowly from Mexico, Mexiesn
girls here wani Mexicans who have been in the United Btates.

The comments of two Mexican men, when, at the pienie of a Hull

- House English class, the subject of the freedom of women came up,
were illuminating: -

128 Indioative of the character of the attack on divorce was the following
editorial in Mexico, May 0, 1928, written by a Mexican, probably of the Catholic
faith, ** Lot we avasl ourselves of divorce, snd see that it is nothing but the first
step that & woman takes toward her own perdition; for with the same sass that
today she changes husbands, she ean do it tomorrow and the next day, until her
fife is & succession of ‘husbanda® only comparable to the lives of thoss unfor-

tunate ones who are called prostitutes.”” Even Dolores del Rio, a favorite movie
heroine of the Mexicans, was bitterly attacked in Memico for mecking & divorce..
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Martinez, the better educated of the two, white in color, works in a rubber
factory. He eaid American customs are better; it is better that men and women
should be equal. A dsrk-faced Indisn working on & New York Cemtral section
8aid no, European laws are better than those of the Usniled Statos, which give
teo much freedom. He protested against the judgment in a divorce case of an
unfaithful wife; the man goi the diverce bat was obliged to pay $10 & week to
support the children. He says that here in America the woman is over the man,
The man is head of the house. There must he 8 hesd; every society has & hesd.
The piace of the woman after marricge is in the home faking eare of the children,
"Xt is all right for her to work, but only before marriage.

On the latter point, an elderly Mexican woman was in complete agree-
ment with the preceding male speaker:

A woman has enough to do in the house. If she is going to keep & happy homse
a0d & happy hushand she hes enough to do to stay home and take care of cleaning

the house, eccking, and looking after his needs. Bow would you like your wife
to work? You can’t serve two masters, and cne of them has to be your husband,

Nevertheless, Mexican women were entering business and industry
in numbers, probably three hundred or more in the region. The
factors which indueed them to enter industry were partly & desire for
independence, but more often they were economie, either pressure
or desire for more things. Said an Italian social worker:

The womsn are loaih to go to work in indestry, but need forces them, When they
must go, another Mexican girl already in industry usually takes them te work.
If single, the Mexican women like to remsin at work; they learn English and
like the indspendence. If they marry, they stop work. Mrs. Garsa’s daughters
were kept very sirictly st home. Bui when the son married and the mother was
not well, then the need of sdditional earnings sent the isters to work.

A clear case of economic pressure was that of 8 Mexican who at the
time we met him was going through a long, discouraging experience
of inability to secure work; fipally, in desperation, and to thé great
shame and chagrin of the husband, the wife sought and secured
- & job.13s
“Working meant a recognized breach in the treditional relationship
of wives and husbands. An American social worker observed:

Widows who work have some freedom; wives whose husbends are slive de
not change.

One viewpoint, expressed by a Mexican woman, was to weleome
outside employment as temporary freedom.

Women like to work here. At home the man iz boss, but not while you are
at work.

130 See Field Notes, p. 287,
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Mexican men were generally less ready to weleome the change, giving
a variety of reasons, some of which have been cited already. Two
interviews were partieularly illuminatiog on the attitnde of Mexican
men toward not enly the eniranee of women inte industry, but other
aspects of the divergence between American and Mexican attitudes
and customs ss well. The first interview was with & Mexican printer
and his wife; the husbhand’s sisters had reluctantly gone to work, but
had grown to like it, and he had come to approve their activity.

Mexican husbands don’t want their . . . . wives to go to work. . . .. Now
the Mexieans borrow money rather than Ilst their women work, but I think the
American customa are better. The Mexican immigrants doa’t like the Ireedom of
women, but i is all right for those Mexicars born here. The women fnd out
that freedom of the Tnited States is preffy good for them. I want my children to
grow up with American customs, but I dom’t send my boy [age T] to school
because I want him to know Spaniabh.

[At this point, the wife interjected:] I want to go to work, but my husband
doesn’t want me to. [The hushand explained in reply:] It is all right for the
Americans to let their women work, and if is all right for my sisters to work;
they ars brought up here. And it will be sll right for-the children who are
brought up here snd are used to American customs. But you are not like the
Latin pecple; our biood is different. We sat pepper apd hot food, but you do
Bot like it. If our wives went to work, they wounld meet some other men and
would go awny with them; I would not blame my wife, I would blame myself,
because I have control of her She would meet & man and go with him. Others
are used to it, but not the Latin girls. My wife foels it iz jealousy, but it ia not
that. Besides, I have to pay a man $25 to 335 a week to run & linotype; but
the most my wife eould earn in a factory would be 315-16 a week. If she rons
the linotype she mnkee more hero. [To this the wife rephied:] I Bke %o run the
linotype, but there is not work sll the time. [On another geession:] He says that
the children need me; I think that I could get some geod woman to stay with
the children for sbout £5 & week snd I coald mske $20-25.

The preceding guotation shows a curious mingling of acceptance
and of reluctance to accept new eustoms, The next quetation shows
a similar mingling; it shows also chronological stages and uneven
degrees of aceceptance of the new. The first statement is from the
daughter, who works as a stenographer; the second is that of the
father, probably a criolis (a person of European ancestry born in
Mexico), who worked previvusly as a mechanic in Texas, and in 1928
was buying 8 modern briek house in the Calumet region:

Down in Texas father didn’t let me work. He said he could work and provide

us with esough. Here I got & vacation job when the other girls at schools worked
and father let me do it. Now both I and my sister work.

Meoxican men don’$ like fraedom of women. It is all right for the Americans
but not for the Mexicans, They don’t waai their wivea te work., My daughter
works as a steasgrapher, but it is different in this country. Ia this country every-
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thing costs so much that the women have to work. Not the wives who bave babies
to attend to, however [obvicusly this shifts the srpument from cost £0 what ke
regards as undesirable]. My danghier wanted me to buy hor & bathing smit. I
said no, Yo ean baths here at home. I will sducats you, give you music leesons,
and so forth, but not buy a bathing suit. You c¢en wait till ¥ am dead and
buy it then,

Similarly revealing of steps in accommodation of sttitude was a eon-
versation with twe young Mexicans in & pool hall. The first, althongh
born in Kansas, was yet sufficiently ‘“Mexican'’ to regard himself as
such and to give the characteristic reply to the question of return to
Mexico that he “‘would go to Mexico if Mexico settled down'’; but
ha stated that freedom of women was “‘all right.”” The young native
of Mexieo who heard this explained: ‘‘That is because he was born
in this country.’” A jibe at what wes. regarded as the ascendency
of American women over men appeared in Mexico over the title,
“Flapperization of the world":

I have an American friend who in his own houss can't evem open his mouth
to order & couple of fried eggs (becamse he is alreedy fAnding ount things shout
his wife [#ic]). Bhe shoves him out to & restagrant, hecanse according to her,
she did not get married to be a cook for any Tom, Dick, or Harry, incleding her
hasband, my friemd.isr

The patriarchal form of family organization extends to the rela-
tions of Mexican fathers with their children” Next to the father,
stands the authority of the mother. While primary authority resides
in the father until the son or daughter marries, the authority is
usually exercised with flexibility and tolerance; Mexican parents in
the United States are frequently regarded as lenient and even
indulgent by Americans, except in respect fto the strictness of their
supervigion of their daughters,

Evidenees of strong parental authority were frequent and varied;
attitndes of children ranged from loysl aecepiance of allegiamce to
rebellion, usually combining elements of both. The following are
illustrations: I was told by a young selo on his day off from the steel
mills, that among the advantages of coming to the United States, was
the fact that

In Mexico mié podre is boss; here I am boss. If I go back to Mexico, then
mé padre will be boss sgain wntil I get married. There I worked on my father’s
ranche and my father got all the money.

12t Qetober 9, 1027.
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A Mexican high school boy of 15 years, whose father had refused to
sign a permit for his enlistment in the National Guard, said:

I do ot know why my father wouldn’t sign, for when he says ‘! No,’* that ia
the end of it; we do not think of asking for a reason.

A Mexiean girl of 16 years commented on the ease of & friend whose
father refused to grant her permission to marry:

Her fsther did aot let her marry the man beesuse the man eould not get the
money for ths trousseau. He dil get her a. pair of ghoes and she is wearing them
now. She is more thaz 18 and if she were an American girl she would go ahead
and marry anyway if she wanted to. The American girls have their righta and
ean do thingm liko that, and the parents cannot do anything, but when it is 3
Mexicnn girl, the pavents can pive them uncs busnos paloz {soms good cudgels).

A Mexican mother said proudly of her grown daughter:

I have the best dmughter that ever & mother had. She will not do a thing
without first conmulting me. Sometimes she comes home from werk on Saturday
with her pay in her pocket-bock and tells me that she saw something down town
that she would like to have boaght. I asked her why she didn’t. She never thinks
of buying anything of importance without first consulfing me. I go with her
when she is going fo get a dress or hat or mny large article of cisthing. There
are not many daughters like mine. Here the girls think that their methers do
not know anything., The girls st the factory where my daughter works tall her
that she ia ailly for giving me all her pay check; that they go out on Saturday afier-
noon and have & good time on the money that they earn. Bat my daughter nover
doen; in faet I think that my danghter dees not get emough reereation. I bought
that phonograph for her; now she enjoya musie in the evening; you have no idea
how that music in the evening helps her. She is not so friste {sad) aa she used
to be. I have boen very iriste sines my other daughter was burned to death over
two years ago. It soems that I cannot get over i, but my daughier ghounld not
foel so sadly; she is young and should be light-hearted.

An adult son expressed his loyalty to the tradition that the mother is
shove the daughter-in.lgw:

I don't care if the girl I marry bobs ker hair snd wears & bathing suit, but
she can’t do it until after my mother’s death becanse she wouldn’t like it

The most extreme instance of parental domination which came
directly to our atienticn was that of & Mexican girl in a grammar
school. The girl, ke most of the Mexican children, was sgreeable
to relaxation of the restrictions of Mexican customs in favor of Ameri-
ean customs snd the more Liberal tendeneies appearing in parts of
Mexieo:

My father has been here 16 years. He says the Americzn girls go out alons,
telk back to their parents, and don’t help their mothen He has seen how
American girls treat their mothery,

My father wants to raise the boys in Mexico. He wants them to grow up with
Mexicans, But now things are changing in Mexico. Four yoars ago there were
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16 woineh lawyers; now we have the frst one Women are trying to get the vots
there, The Mesiean women are forming sccieties; I have a cousin who teaches
school in Mexico and sends me the Mexiean papers. Now girls caa take part iz
athletics.

My father says gymnesium is immeoral and has me wxeused from it: I think it
is better for you and develops mind and body. I don’t go to soeial affairs or to
the movio except two or thres times a year when my father tokes me, American
customs help you [ia, eduests and give freedom] to do what you can do well
But the Mexican customs do not; if the perent says ‘'Ng,’” there is no use to
fearn what you ¢an do well, because you will not have a chance to use it.

My father has nct many friends except old Mexicans who think as hs does.
Ee doesn™ let me bring any girls home or talk with others of my own age; there
ie only one, 8 Mexicen girl of 13 years. Sho ip in the samse condition sa me; that
is the resson he leta her como., Her parenis take her to the show oftencr. She is
quite bold, and says that whon she is 18, she will break away. Even Amoricsn
WhmMmIsmm’tm?mthmym but I don’t think it is good fo
bresk awey from yoor family.

A social worker added the information that this girl *‘is so restricted
by her father that she lowers the hem of her dress at home and raises
it when she goes to school, in order not to be too far out of style at
school and yet satisly the demands of her father at home."’

At another school, two Texas-Mexican girls were obviously very
temse over the attitude of their parents. The teacher stated that * ‘they
feel the repression very keenly.”’ They could not remain even a few
minutes after elass with a group of Mexican pupils and the teacher
to talk to us; they seid they were not allowed on the streets, and
broke away from the group very quickly lest their pareats think they
had loitered on the way home. A mother was unwilling to let her
daughter go unchaperoned with boys, ““becanse of what the Mexican
neighbors would say’’; and a young male friend added: ‘‘and because
of what the jilted young Mexican men might say; they aren’t nsed
to going with girls alene,” Of a young Mexican woman it was
reported, ‘‘ Some of the Mexicans say [in criticism] that ‘Srta. A. is
living by herself’; she lives at the settlement house. The Europeans,
too, thought it was not good form. Sria. A. says that she is on her
gnard against eriticism.”” A Mexiean social worker reported another
illustration of conflict in custom:

A Maxican girl retorning to Mexieo wanted to buy herself n sleeveless dress
but I heard ber mother say, ‘“Oh, no; girls of your class in Mexieo don’t wear
such 8reesce.’’

A Mexican boy in. high school at Indiana Harbor expressed a
view a8 nearly typieal of Mexiean youths as could be expected in &
situation with such variety:
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The Mexizans don't like co-asdueation, In Mexice the girls cannoet go with the
men., The man goes to the balcony and talks with the girl or goes inside the
house with a chaperon. My parents sy thet Mexican customs are betier, but I
ke American sustoms better.

The generalization of a well informed Mexican social worker was in
aceord with the view just tited. She said: ‘‘Children want more free-
dom Like the Americang, They want the money they earn, to dress
better, and to go out without chaperons. The parents see that it is
the custom here.”’

Despite the extreme confliet between parents and children over the
adoption of American customs which was evident in some cases, Mexi-
can parenis generally seemed to retsin contirol over their children,
at the same time yielding somewhat to the changed environment.
Under such circumstaneces, the rebeliion of the children was not very
violent, eausing breaches; but in the eases of extreme insistence upon
avoidance of American customs by the father, there was clear evidence
of tense relations and severe repressions, with nnfortunate resctions
on the children. The following quotations from three American soeial
workers taken together, and inmeluding contradiection warranted by
varying facts, appeared to describe the situation with acenracy:

The children are chedient at school and in their homes; they do what they

are told. The parenis have good eontrol of their childvem; the parents are gentle
with their children, ]

The c¢hildren take the reins in their cwa hands; they rcbel. The parents are
lenient and give in

" There ia not the friction and rebellion between Mexiean parents and children
that is found in some other nationalities which come here. Ths Mexican parents
are quick to adjust themselves to their children.

The preeeding anslysis reveals some of the points of issue in the
adjustment of Mexicans to the customs of the American urban indus-
trial environment to which they have come in very uneven sex ratio.
On such points as those indicated there are confliet and acecommoda-
tion in varying degrees, with the trend elearly showing relazation of
the authority of the Mexican customs.!®

126 A good initial ease study was made by Buth 8. Camblon (“fMexican parents:
& study of their ndapiation t¢ American standards end enlture in relation to
child training’’ [1927; unpublishad meanuseript]}. Also, Robort C. Jones is
assembling further data, to some of which I have had necess, on this suhject in
which variety is about a= striking ss eniformity.
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Mexican families residing in the Chicago-Qary region eome into
contact, many of them for the first time, with people who have knowl-
edge of and practice birth control by means of contraceptives. Indeed,
there is at least one birth eonirol clinie in the area readily accessible
to Mexicans, Their attitudes toward birth control are not uniform.
The true situstion appears from contradictory statements, each of
which is true of portions of the Mexican population. A social worker,
for example, said: '

I somastimes say fo the poor Mexiosn mothers, ‘*Don’t have amother baby.’*

They reply, 'God sends them to va.’’ They are not ready for birth control uow;
they don’s think encagh of it

And & Mexican mechanie stated:

The Mexicans get wise; they seo that the Americuny hsve smaller familios and
want to kmow how they do iE
These statements, combined, give the truth of the situation; but the
first is more characterisiic of the attitude of a great msjority of the
1aboring class

A social worker with much experience on this subject deseribed
the range of her observations:

One Mexisan woman whom, I questioned abont birth control replied, ¢*Well, I
got only five children.’’ Some Mexicans decline to receive information, saying
“they are Catholie. Others who 1 ask if they wish t0 have more family reply,
**No, no!** Only an oceaatonal Mexican is unwilling to receive information,

Another social worker emphasized the objections by the hushand
whick are sometimes encounfered:

The Mexican man deee not like the idea of proventing eonception, Ho feels
that if his wife is not bearing childrem ghe will have relations with other men.
Alsv he may think it immoral, The Mexican women would like to know but they
are afraid of their husbands.1s¢

The statement, like those preceding, is to be taken nof as a universal
deseription, but as a generalization of lLimited observations. An
ingtance of a husband who welcomed birth control information was
given in the statement of his wife ; they had four children:

I am using the treatment that they gave me at the birth comfrel slinie. My
husbhand is very glad that I went fo the clinie and that the treatment is simple.
He sayn be is gotting very weery and wors out with such hard work as is neees-
sary to keep foed for so meany mouthe, He is a good man and works regularly
whenever there is work to do. Last winter he wes very fortunate in not being
Iaid off.

. 138 Cemblon reports of a Mexican hushend: **He was opposed st first to the
_use of soutraseptives; although he said that he would like to limit the nmmber of
children, he was afraid it wonid lessen his strength,”’
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Another Mexican husband inquired:
I’m twenty-five yoars old, with three children, and may have more. What to dot

A Mexican woman was deterred from seeking contraeeptive infor-
mation by the rumor that the clinic eharged for its services, and
partly by apprehension of detriment to health:

Yea, I knew thai there were birth combrol elinics, but X teiém&thstthey
charged throe dollars, My hushard snd I do not went any more children but I
hoard that they gave the women medicine to take, aud I was afraid that the
madicina would make mo sick. I would rather have my health end have more
babies, although I think that we have as many now 88 we can take care of aud
eduoate. I am sure that my husband would be willing for me to go to the
clinje it by so deing I shall not be in any danger of loging my heslth.

Another Mexican woman was afraid of unreliable doctors, of damage
to health, and of a method which might not be effective for the purpose
intended:

No, I did not go £o the birth control elinie. The faet is I am afraid to use
any kind of medicine; it might not work. I do mot want say more babies now;
five babies keep me busy sl the time. . . . One of my friends went to & doetor
a&ad told him that she did ndét want any more babies. He said that he would make
her an operation for forty dollars. She paid him the forty dollars and he made
her the operation, but now she has & baby girl. I hm afraid of doctors and
medicine, for I want to be safa.

This woman, like many other Mexicans, had borne babies in Chicago
with only her husband to attend the birth; she sometimes had sought
the services of a midwife, or a student-doctor from & lying-in
dispensary.

The statistical records of Mexican clients of & birth control clinie,
whick were made available for this study, are presented in two tables.
During the two and one-half years ending June 30, 1929, the total
number of patients was 271, of whom 75, or 27.7 per cenf were Mexi-
¢ans. The group was not & representative cross-section of the Mexican
colony in many respeets; obviously the selective factors were largely
the size of family and poverty. The number of children per family
was 3.8 ag compared with 2.3 among Mexican patients at the free
dispensary reported four years earlier by Britton and Constable.
Forty-four reported weekly earnings ranging from $12 to $30 per
week, and averaging $15.06; but these figures omit the nnemployed
among the seventy-five. Furthermore, they cannot be multiplied by
52 to estimate annual earnings because of the very irregular employ-
ment eommon among Mexieans,
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Table 25 shows that more than two-thirds of the women were under
30 years of age when enrolled at the clinie. One-fifth were referred
to the clinie whelly or partly for reasons of health and nine-tenths
wholly or partly for economiec reasons. The contacts between patients
and elinie were established almost entirely through persons or agencies
engaged in social work, and, exeept in & ease or two, not by the
initiative of the Mexican women,

Teble 26 shows the number of pregnancies, and of children born
per yesr of married life of seventy of the Mexican patients. The
number of pregnancies which did not result in births seems very small;
it may be owing to ineorrect reporting, or if eorreet, it shows that
abortion, either spontaneous or induced, was & relatively nnimportant
factor in birth Lmitation among these Mexican women. The rate of
both pregnancies and births was a little more than one every two
years on the average. Both rates fell markedly, however, as the lenpgth
of married life advanced; indeed, they were halved—but the group
upon which the last statement rests consisted of only twe individuals.
It is important to keep in mind in this, as well as in other connections,
that the gronp of Mexican women dealt with here was a young group,
the oldest of whom was but 40, and two-thirds of whom were under
30 years of age, none of whom had been married longer than 24 yeers,
64 per cent of whom had been married 10 years or less, and BY per
cent of whom had been married 15 years or less.

The high mortality among the children will be noted, and espe-
cially the advancing rates of mortality as the number of years the
mother has been married increases. While the ages of the dead chil-
dren are nof known, nor the dates of migration to the United States
snd to the Chicago-Gary region of these particular individuals, it is
probable that the higher rates result from the fact that they include
more years of residence in Mexico under conditions favoring high
infant and child mortality, while those married fewer years bave bzen
exposed. to conditions in the United States, which reduced mortality.?*®

It is impossible to measure from the figures available the effec-
tiveness of the work of the birth control elinie, largely because the
great majority of Mexican women change residence, and for that or
other reasons fail to report to the elinic. In addition, there may be
m Mexicans in Culifornia: Repert of Governor 0. C. Young’s Mexi-
ean faet-finding committee, San Francisco, 1930, pp. 188—4, which, if reporting
of vital statistics waas relinbie, shows a drop in the Mexican infant mortality mate
iz the unincorporated ares 9f Los Angeles County from more than ome-quarter

in 1916 to slightly above one-tenth in 1929, The latter rate was still more thaxn
two and one-half times the rate among the **white’? population.



TABLE 25

Dara on 75 Mexican Marniep Womsny Parenrg or A Birrea Conrrol CraNie v tae Crreaco-Gaxy Rewton Domive ren Two
AND Oxm-Hary Yeans Exvine June 30, 1029

Age Ago ab marrings
Yours Number Years Nurber Religion Relerred to clinio by Remaon for reference to olinic
16-1% 2 13-17 32 Catholie 69 Charitien 18 Eeonotaie 59
20-24 21 w2 | 8 Proteatant 18 | Infant welfare 40 Health 7
2520 30 23-27 b Other eovial agencies 3 Both ]
30-34 12 " Individuale 14¢
36-39 9
40 1

*The oldest woman in the group wios 40; none had been married longer than 24 years,

oatly pRrsons e

in some form of sovisl work among Mexjomny.

TABLE 26

Nouseen or Pamovancoes, avp o Camwonen Born per Year of Manre Livs, or 70 Mexican Wosen Parieses or 4 Bivra
Conrror, CrLivie 1IN THE Cricaco-Gany RucioN Durine Tep Two AN One-Havr Yeass ExmiNa June 30, 1020*

Mothers Pregnanoies Children
Yeourn No. per woman No. per woman Living Desd
1 . o,
marriod Number Total por youel Total per yourt ¥o. Per ceab o Per oot
1-5 19 44 8 40 .8 48 08.0 1 2.0
6-10 26 121 B 116 N ] 85.48 17 .7
11-15 18 116 N 107 B Vi 72.0 30 28.0
16-20 7 85 B 84 N 40 062.6 24 n.§
21-24 2 19 4 19 4 11 57.9 8 42.1
Totals and '

Averages 70 370 59 356 .56 275 7.6 80 2.8

on 3 casea included in the preceding table were partislly deleotive; theas, and two cuses martied loes than one year reporting neithar shildren nor pregnancics weres

* Data
nob insluded i this tabla.
t Caloulated from nuynber of yesra ensh Individual mother was married.
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effective exchange of ideas and information betweén clients and others
who do not become patients, which of course does not appear in the
records. '

In some cases, it is clear that results are obfained. For example,
on one ease the notation, covering & 15-month period, reads, “*Began
&8 & charity case. Now pays for supplies [from own inecome].”’
Another woman reported to the clinie three times during a I4-month
period, and upon departure for Colorado “‘she wanted to know where
she could get supplies there; said she was satisfied with the method.”’
In the majority of cases, results are not definitely known. In some
eased it is known that the giving of information has nof been effective.
Of the latter type was probably the woman who “*eame once, but said
it was too much bother.”” The record of another Mexican case, &
recipient of charity, is also illuminating:

8aid she didn’t want sxy more childrem, because didn’t have emough money
to support children, and her husband weas sick in hospital. . . . . Came four times
for supplics in one yesr, but 13 mokths after enrolling &t clinic becume pregnast.
Reported having intercourse withomé using method. Baid- with a emile that she
had gone & year with the method, as though that were & pretty good record
Occurrences of this sort were sufficiently frequent to discourage a
social worker whose ageney frequently referred Mexican women fo
the elinie:

Two Mexican familiea given birth control information three years ago now
have babies. The women admit that it is dne to their own carclessness. We have
sight Mexican families who did not use the information given.

Formerly the case worker used o decide when information shosld be given.
If she thought the family was unduly large and the charity burdem would be
inerensed she arranged to have the information given to the mother, We found,
however, that the idea &f birth sontrol didn?: percelats We ... . did not have
much result. Now the Mexicans themselves must ssk for it.

One Merican woman refused birth comirol information on religious grounds.
Some sy it is “*too mach bother.*’

The following ecase illusirates one way in whickh the religious
objection was abandoned. After deelining on religions grounds to
receive information, & Mexican woman became pregnant. Thereupon,
she requesied the elinic to perform an sbortion, which of course it
declined to do. Shortly thereafter, no longer pregnant for reasons
unexplained, she returned to the clinic to obtain contraceptive infor-
mation. More convincing svidence of the weakness in practice of the
religious objection, is the fact, shown in table 25, that practically
four-fifths of the Mexican women enrolled at the clinic said they
were Catholie, and all the rest reported themselves as Protestants.
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As noted before, conclusive evidence of consistent use over & long
period, of the information obtained has been secured in but few eases,
There is no doubt that Mexican women avail themselves of information
provided by the clinie. But it would be a mistaké to suppose that =
birth control clinie iz the only way in which the information spreads;
the aequisition through quite different channels of knowledge of some
mechanical means of avoiding conception was occasionally noted
among Mexican laborers in localities as widely separsted as south
Texas, sonthern California, and Detroit.

Revgion
In matters of religion, the Mexicans brought with them from
Mexico the conflict between Protestant and Catholiec. Imbedded in
the memory of a Mexican girl then in junior high school, for example,
was the intolerance she had witnessed:

Now there is less religious intolerance in Mexico. I am a Catholie, but I think

that [foleranse] is better, I remember giris who were not Catholics who cried
because of their treatment.
They also brought with them the politico-religious conflict between
Chureh and State, which follows in part, but only in part, the same
cleavage of Protestant from Catholic. A large majority of the immi-
grants come from the central platean states northwest of Mexico City
where Catholicism is strongest. Furthermore, the contiroversy was
bitter in Mexico during the period of our field work in the region and
its echoes were sharp, For instance, & Mexican Preshbyterian who was
taking citizenship papers was eager to be able to voie in the Presi-
dentizal election of 1928. **I want to vote for Hoover,”’ he said. “*I do
not like Al Smith becanse he is & Catholie.”” Another Mexican who
no longer regarded himself as a Catholie, voiced a view frequently
heard among Mexicans in various parts of the United States, even
from some who yet considered themselves members of the Catholic
Chureh; if able to vote, he would vote for Eoover, ke said, becauss
Smith was s Catholie, and if elected, would favor the Catholic faction
in Mexieo, and revolution would eontinne; the Catholies conld do
nothing in Mexico as long as the Uniied States would not sell them
arms and as long as they were keeping such a close watch that contra-
band smmunition could not cross the border. Of opposite opinion,
but revealing the same intense feeling, was the Catholic priest who
greeted our report of Obregln’s assassination the day before with the
gtatement, **That’s good newsi®’
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The cleavage between Protestant and Catholie extends through the
fields of doctrine, competition in charity or other non-religious activi-
ties, and of course ultimately, eompetition for adherents among the
immigrants. Most of the immigrants are Catholics, some of them only
nominslly so. A few were converted, or their parents were converted,
to Profestantism in their own eouutry. A larger number, yet a small
minority of the total, have embraced Protestantism in the United
Btates with varying degrees of enthusiasm,

~ By Catholics, there is somplaint that migration has weskened the
bonds of religion and respeet for the clergy. A priest who had eome
from Mexico noted & change for which he could not aecount:

I do not know what to think, I mm dumbfounded at the change that takes
place in the Moxicans when they come here.. ... Dowrn there thoy wete at
least civil and polite; they took their hats off when they passed and said goodbye;
they were pleasant and merry. And here I come to this eountry hoping that with
the higher civilization my Indians of Mexico would be much better off then down
there, and it is worse. When I first came here ten months sgo I would say hello
to the Mexicans os I passed up the street. Some ignored me, a few grunted
recognition, and few indeed were there that stopped to say hello kindly, They are
not &8 respectful or courfeous here na over there; not to me, or {0 the women; sad
even amongst thomselves they are very rough and uncouth. I am very discouraged,
and when I go down the strest I no longer have that friendly feeling, and the
desire to greet them cordially as when I firet cams. My ardor has beem cocled.

The Polss are very nies to me here. When I go up the street they alwaye say
good morning and take off their hate; they are very respectful,

It is very hard to get the people to come to chmurch., All the Mexicans here
are Cathelic in name and by baptism; but there are not-many practicel Catholics.
I go arcend tc visit, rad invite them to come; they say yes, or st times say
nothing, Even when I go around to their houses I motice the difference in hes-
pitality and the home sourtesy from Maxico; they are epol and ecautions as if you
wers trying to get sompthing from them, Why is that? I can’t understand the
change from Maxieo. ’

Another priest pointed to similar weakening of the bonds of religicns
ceremonials:
They are not as good Catholics here as in Mexico. Pecause of differences in

ceremonial, flowers, decorations, and other externals, they thirk that Catholiciem
here is nok the same a8 Catholiciam in Mexico,

There was complaint of the priests, recorded in some detail by Nelson,
that the immigrants were ‘*superstitious,’’ and attached too much sig-
nificance to extra performanece of little ceremonial acts of devetion.!®

A number of Protestant denominations make efforts with workers
who are often sincere and devoted, o secure adherents smong the

1M Op. oif, 18 2.
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Mexiesn immigrants.®*® In most cases separate mission churches were
used for work among the Mexicans. The gulfs of customs and color
as well as language separate the congregations of the same denomina-
tion. The following interview with an Awmeriean Protestant pastor
was reported by Robert Jones:

Bome Mexicans cams in to the Ameriean mervices befors they had a churech
of their own. That wasn’t at all astisfaetory, however, because I oounld see that
the Amerieans didn*t Like it. The Mexicans were strange people, they were dark,
and thoy seemed to be sneaking and furtive. I suppose that wss because they
were pew snd unsocuatomed to our way, For instance sometimes they would knoek
af the door before coming in. I have alweys insieied that they go to the Spanish
sorvices althengh there sre & fow whe are us white ss the ordinary American whom
it is rather hard to know what to do with. Some of them were born in thig
eountry and apesk English quite well and don't like to be known ss Mexicans.
They comse iu to the [American] services onte in & whileiss

Some Protestant missions use charitable or protective asetivities, such
as help in obtaining employment, as means of gaining members. These
gave rise to the statement of a Mexican woman, similar to those heard
elsewhere, that

Hers the pesple de not live up to their religion. They change their religion
for sonveniense. If they think that they can got more help or more jobs by being
Baptist or Moathodist, they say they .are Baptists and Methodiats, although all
their children and grandchildren are baptized Catholics,

It is true that the conversions frequently do noi survive siress or
speaial oceasions. Said a Protestant religious worker:

The children foel themseclvos to ba Profestants. But oae of our most faithfal
members goes to the Catholic church on Easter.

A charity official ¥eported similarly:

Quite & few of the Mexisans who at first say they are Profestant, becoms
Ostholie in emergencies. For example, when they cannot verify their marriage and
we must prove it to seeure &id under certain Illinois siatuies, wo suggest that
.thay be lagally married here. In sueh cases they sometimes object o being
mzrried by & Protestant minister nearby.

132 Robort ¢ Jones, ¢ The religious life of the Mexican jn Chiesgo®’ {mimee-
grephed outline ond summary, 1929), listed the following organized Mexicsn
religions groups in Chicage: Presbyterian, Congregational, joiant Presbyterian-
Congregstional, Pentacostal, Theopophist, Lutheran, one center of religious activity
sach; Methodist and Catholie, two each; Baptist and Spirituslisi, four each. See
&lso Robert C. Jones and Louis B. Wilson, The Mewicans is Chicago, published for
the Comity Commission of the Chicage Church Federation, 1831.

13t Bimilarly, at Dilley, Texas, in the Winter Garden District, & visiting paster
ftyax told kindly by an American, ‘It’s not & good ides to use this church for
the Mexicans,—although I have no objecticas.’ **

.
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Social and recreational as well as charitable activities may be used
8s opportunities for reerniting. Thus, at & religious “‘settlement’ 13+
it was stated: '

The settlemnemt house acts sa & feeder for our church, We don’t discuss
Catholicism vs. Protestantism in the house.

Religious discussion was eonfined to the adjoining church. ‘But often
the union of Protestant religious appeal with soeial work is not very
well received:

Mise X tried to wix social work with religion, They did not Iike it. They are
Bomean Cetholics by name only; but the priests feech them thai the Protestants

are heretics. Bome of the Mexicane say, ‘'They are not trying to teech me
English, but to make ms a Protestant.’’185

Sometimes street mee/t.'ings, conducted nsually by & Mexican preacher,
were held as & means of propegating Protestantism.

The types of Protestantism seeking adherents ranged from fairly
moderate ““modernism’’ to strietly orthodox fundamentalism; the
latter probably predominated and was particularly evident among
the Mexican religious workers, who were concerned prineipally with
doctirine, e.g., of the proper form of baptism. Under these conditions,
feeling wes not always entirely amicable. For instance, at a railroad
camp, Protestants and Catholics were granted the privilege of using,
successively, the same car for a church. The Protestant worker related
his experiences: .

We had permission from the railrosd to hold meetings from three o’slock to

four in'& box ¢ar, and the pricet had the place st four. Prompily at four he
would pound on the door and demand the car, and as the children came out he
would say, ‘‘You know better then to come here: don’t you know you are going
to helif’? i :
What, on the other hand, the attitnde of Protestants might be upon
occasion was revealed by & Mexican mission worker who, beginning
with a gesture of broad interdenominational tolerance, abruptly
shifted his attitude when the Catholics were mentioned:

‘We recognize os brothers in spirit all Christians—any who have a Father in
Qhrist, whether Methodist, Baptist, or Congregationsl Catholica? No!

‘With stress placed upon theolegical doctrine, including the differences

between Catholicisin and Protestantism as well as among the various
.13+ The religious *‘settlements’’ are not to be sonfused with the non-religious

soitlementa, suchk as Hull House and University of Chicagoe Settlement.

185 Similarly, in 1930 it was reliably reported of a social worker in the Scuth

Platte Vailey, Colorado, that the Spanish Americans ¥ distrust this woman
she is Protestant,?’’ -
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Protestant sects, end with the Mexican Protestant religious workers
displaying the zeal of converts and often the intolerance of the nar-
rowly orthodox, it is small wonder that a priest made the characteristic
Catholie eriticism of Profestant missionary activity among immigrant
Mexieans:

The Proteatants succeed only in making anii-Catholica of the Mexicans, not
good Protestanta.iss

The centers of Protestant activity among Mexicans are far more
numerons than those of Catholie activity, for the Mexicans do not
generally go readily fo the numercus Catholic churches in their
netghborhoods which are attended predominantly by particular Euro-
pean nationalities. The Catholic churches stfended by Mexicans in
Chicago are principally St. Francis on Reosevelt Road, and the costly
new church of Our Lady of Guadalupe erceted in South Chicage in
1928. The Protestant churches ranged from houses provided for the
full-time Mexican pastor in which a room was set aside for meetings,
with reernitment by streei-speaking, to church buildings with
recruitment through & *‘settlement’’ house in connection.

The Protestant Mexican groups particularly were subject to many
of the same factors making for instability which affected the non-
religious societies. Mobility of the Mexican population in the area is
the underlying unsettling faetor, but there were also other elements
of disturbance; partieularly within the groups under Mexican leader-
ship there was frequently dissension and sometimes schism, Clashing
personalities of the pastor or members, dissatisfaction with the hand-
Ing of finances, edueational gnifs, and disagreement over refinements
of doctrine, were all sources of strife’™ A further factor, doubtless,
was the difficulty of holding adherents when the services were less
ritualistic and the structures less ornate and colorful.

132 Sep alse I, 286,

137 For details, see papers of B 0. Jones, op. oil. For example, he cites a
Morxican who offered in partial explanstion of what becamo an open schism, that
#{Thers was almost s division . . . . becausa Rev. 8. sought out those who were
more oducated and disdained those who were just beginning to spell out the words
Santa Biblia.’* lustrating the religious outiook of a Mexican voluateer evangelist
he quotes also portions of n letier received in acknowledgment of an effort to
secure employmsnt:

¢*Very estoemed Brother in the Faith of owr Lord and Savior Jeeus Christ.
That the blessing of our heavenly father be with you is my greatest wish and
prayer. Beloved one in Christ thix is to give answer your courtesy which you
saw well to direct to me dated the 16 of the present and having become copnizaat
of its contonts teil you that I am very grateful to you for the intercet which you
have shown ik me. . . . . . Brother s thousand thanks for this good favor which
you have done me. May the Lord bless ocur gosals snd now I semd you our most
grateful remembrances and wishes that the Lord may heap upox you his richest
blessings.
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_ Despite the religions indifference complained of by the Catholie
. priests, and the numerous Protestant groups active among the Mexi-
can colonists, the number of active Roman Catholic communicants very
greatly exceeded the number of active Protestants,

PatrioTisM

" A3 noted earlier, in respect to learning the English Ianguage, the
Mexican immigrants are generally eager to ‘' Americanize.’”’ The
obstacle of not knowing the language was repeatedly emphasized fo
ue by Mexiesns who conld speak English and by those who eould not,
by Mexican business men, and by laborers who at the time we met
them were in despair because knowledge of English was barring them
from the employment of which they were in dire need. In the neces
gity for knowing English the differexce beiween South Texas and
Chieago was striking and recognized by the Mexicans; in the former
area the number and proportion of Mexicans in the total population
are much greater, and such a large proportion of Americans know
Spanish that there is no great incentive to learn English. It was a
Mexican grocer in the Hull House eclony who correctly observed:

My father waas very wise in telling me the experisnce of other Mexicans who
had come to the United Biates, He impressed npon me the fuct thet the langoage
was the grestest and first barrier to a livelihood. I learned that from my own
experience as soor as I left Houston and those other Texes places where a kmowl-

edge of Spanish would get one by. Since then I have seen other Mexicans of good
education and training doing work of Iaborers

Both men and women stressed the need for kmowledge of English as
a means of securing work or retaining steady employment. Naturally,
with their fewer opportunities for outside contacts, the women gen-
erally learned English less rapidly than the men.

In respeet to naturalization, however, there is not merely apathy,
but usually a strong emotional resistance. This is characteristic of
Mexjeans in all parts of the United States; they naturslize less than
any other foreign people who come to this country. Personal obser-
vation and not entirely eomparable statisties eovering 1800 Mexicans
employed in three industrial plants indicate not over two per cent
©f the Mexicans in this area were naturalized.

We encountered only four instances of military service in the
armed forces of the United States: two Mexicans and e Spenish Ameri-
ean had served in the Army during the war, and one Mexican was in
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~the National Guard in 1928. All had entered the serviee in the North

except the Spanish American from New Mexico. The latter reported
the charscteristic reaction of Old Mexieans: “‘Mexicans who saw me
in uniform thought I was almost a traitor, and gsked me why I was
in this uniform. I told them this was my country.”” That the number
of Mexicans in the Chicago-Gary region whe had been in the military
service of the United States was small is not particularly surprising,
however, since the immigrants there were very largely recent arrivals
not only in the United States but also in the North, and because the
war-time immigration of Mexicans was primarily a labor migration
to fil! the places of others who left for war service.

A very smsll number of Mexicans whom we met were becoming
eitizens, or expressed a willingness to do so should they decide against
returning to Mexico. A foreman who had left Mexico eight years
earlier, said for exsmple, *‘I have not yet lost faith in my country, but
when I decide to remain in the United States I will take out papers.”’
A Mexican machinist, together with his wife and sister-in-law, all of
fairly light complexion, had already taken papers; be said:

‘We [took out papers] voluntarily, azs wa decided we would stay in this country.
‘We bhave had ne Qiserimination. The lower c¢lass Mexicans wonld say we are
demying our nationality.

Another Mexican, of middle class and with some education, said, ‘I
the American people allow me to live here and give opportunities to
my children, I want {¢ appreciate and be thankful. If I were 2 true
Mexican, I would not be here. 1 get my seeond papers the end of this
month.’’ It will be noted that none of these three who were naturaliz-
ing were common laborers,

There are seversl factors in the general hostility of Mexicans to
naturalization. First, there is a strong emotional attachment to
Mexico, a patriotism heightened, as the Mexicans themselves sometimes
nois, by their expatriation® and by the attitude of superiority to
which they frequently feel themselves smbjected. This sentiment
appears partly in expressions of fervid patriofism carried in the news-
papers, partienlarly in poems of eulogy to the nation’s heroes, and in
orations on the Fifth of May and the Sixteenth of September, remi-
niscent of the traditional bombastic American Fourth of July orations.

138 For axample, ‘ They [the Mexicans] kmow that here patriotism angmenta
and ineresges,”’ La Prense, San Antonio, quoted in Mesxico, October 2, 1926, We
wore told by one of the Mexicans secking Americon citizenship that ¢ The Mexi-

cans beeome patriotie here, and they want to eoclobrate, but they don’t even know
the Mexican national hymn.'?
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An appreciable number of Mexicans sent their wives to Mexico for
the birth of their children, giving as the reason that the babies might
be Mexican-born. While doubtless other factors entered, the patriotic
element was important.’® Reinforeing this patriotism were the recol-
lections of past territorial expansion of the United States at the
expense of Mexico, “‘stolen from Mexico,”” we were told. This attitude
was kept alive in many ways, including articles in the Mexican press
of Chieago against eontemporary events slleged to constitute “‘im
perialism ’’ such as maintenanee of marines in Nicaragna. The roots
of suspicion seem o go back even to the earliesi contacts of white and
Indian. We were told of the belief which many brought with them
from Mexico that ““the people from England poisoned the water and
did other things to get rid of the Indians,”” and were questioned as
to the facts. Patriotism flares up also in resistance to forms of
“ Americanization’’ which might weaken sttachment to Mexico, An
editorial in Mexico'®® showa this apprehension:

There is no danger of the deeertion of those who ¢ome with the ripeness of
years. But thoso who some here as children or are born here are infiuenced by
education, habits, simplancous acquisition of Spanish and English, often prefer-
ably English, combined with a systematic official and private campaign of Ameri-
canization. This naturally tends io make them far away in spirit as they sre
in body from the land of their origin. At the end of two gemerations, when the
parents who still carried the dust of their mative land have died, when there are
no ceases for remembrance and no pretexts for love, the idea of Mexico will be
s¢ flimsy and distorted that zl those children who should be ours will belong to a
sountry which offers them nominal rights of squality, but always with the reser-
vations of a putative father, and, no one ¢an demy it, with & very profound aand
sincere conviction of absclute superiority, so that those who seek its support are
always regarded with disfavor and some meorn.

13% The International Fnstitute in Ban Asntonie reports that pregnant women
en rouis o Mexico have said that having previously born soldiers for the United
8tates, they ware now going home to bear the next baby as a soldier for Mexico.
The sssociation between patriotism and military service seems fo bo close. A
Mexican appiving for citizenship in Gary said, ‘*1f freated right the Mexicana
will fight for the United Btates.””’

14¢ Docember B, 1926, See ulso La Noticia Mundial, SBeptember 4, 1927, Com-
pare the following sddress reported in Lo Prevned, San Antouio, November 21,
1930: ** The secret of sombating this slow invasion and conguest, which iz earvied
on by Anglo-Baxor nations in our Amaricz, and which is not brosght about with
machine guss and eanson . . . . Hes within our own selves. The secret in simply
to conserve our easential characteristics, constantly speak our own language,
preserve our religion, and above all, make our children siways bear in mind that
they sre to continue the traditions which are their legacy from their fathers
Eere resides the soul of the race. And this is what is to preserve our independencs
and maks of cur peoples, nations with & spirit of their own.’’ The epirit of awak-
ening nationalism appears both at hume aad abroad. From the next guotation ia
the text above, however, it iz evident that patriotic sontiments may be quite
undiminighed by the change of religion decried by the spesker guoted in this
footnote.
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Henco the necessity for feeding steadily the fire of love for Mexico. It is mot
enough for thoee of us who live here te go on calling surselves Mexicans, snd whils
teking part in this hanmonions nnion of North American work, where disciplins
and respect provail, have iz ocur mimds retern [to Mexico] socmer or later;
we must further posifive deetrinary work and not give up sentiments to natural
inertia, becanss inertis always ends in stability.

Let us make of the Mexiean emigranta useful men of the United Btates (they
almont always are} and et them sonstitute s vigorous reserve for omr country, and
retarn to it without having lost any of the virtues which they brought and taking
with them a goodly share of the practieal virtues that can be learned in this
sountry.

In an interview with a Mexican hushand and wife, Profestant
mission workers, an inquiry concerning the relation of soeial agencies
to immigrants unexpectedly brought & vehement outburst of patriot-
ism and resistance to subtle ‘‘ Americanization,’’ coupled with the
- feeling of being looked down upon.

It The press says not to give charity to the Maxicans; they don’t ikens . . . .
The Mexicans don’t Like the Visiting Nurse Association, Infant Welfare, ete.’’
But the wife volunteered, on the confrary, that Mexican women do ke these
ageneies. I cited a Mexican woman in Chicago who had said that becanse of the
work of such sgencies as thess, ahe no longer wanted to return to Mexico. The
pastor then became vehement: ‘*Bhe is a traitor te her country! Sho denies her
mother becanss they get more wages and more aid here!  Bhe tramples on her

ﬁagi sl
Tlustrative of the natural reaction to eriticism of Mexico and Mexi-

cans, and of the American assumption of superiority over them, were
the remarks of two Mexicans:

The more wrong they say sbout Mexico the more I love it, and the Jesa I want
to take my United Stalee papers. .

Wa are scorned here; maks the Maxicans feel like they are st home snd they

A second reason for decrying naturalization is the belief, to 2 large
extent well founded, that mere citizenship would not particularly
improve the treatment of ‘*Mexicans®’ in the United States. This was
pointed out in an article in Mexico entitled *“Prejudice against Mexi-
cans and those who are not Mexicans.”” The occasion was the denial
to ‘““Mexicans’’ in Dallas, Texas, of permission to use one of the main
parks of that eity:

But there is one other fzet which must be brought out: the drastic order not
only conecerns omnr nstionals but alsc those Americsn citizens who are descended
from Mexico. Hence it is that the protest raised by our consul contsined the
signatures of many Merxican-Americans, who wers slso affected by the unjust
measure,
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This attitude seggeats many reflections, but ths most interesting of them iz
surely thet which conecarns the fukility of our citizems taking out Amerncan citi-
zenship papers, or if they wero born here, of being entitled to. this citizenship.i4t

Even material inducements did not often suffice to procure
naturalization. Redfield reports a woman, for example, who **almost
. penniless, with three small children, when told she would have to take
out first papers in order to seeure a mother’s pension, said she was
unwilling to do this, and apparently preferred to relinquish the pen-
sion.”’ The instance is significant, although probably a striking excep-
tion when the indueement wes so direst. We also met, for example,
a woman who said she was attending citizenship classes regularly
in order to gqualify for continuance of her pension, but her brother,
when questioned, gave the characferistic reply, ‘‘I cannot forget my
palrig.”” Although some employers at times gave preference to
those with citizenship or first papers, only a very few Mexicans took
them out for the purpose of obtaining this preference. Mexicans who
intermarried with Amerieans or Europeans, however, were frequentiy
reported to have become citizens,

The extreme mobility of the Mexicans of course militated against
conforming to the legal procedure of naturalization, even had they
desired to do so. .

Perhaps even more fundamental than the reasons already cited for
failure to naturalize was the faet that most of the Mexicans believed
that they were merely sojourning in the Chicago-Gary region, and
that sponer or later they wonld return to Mexico fo live, The remarks
of José Vasconcelos, later candidate for President of Mexieo, before a
social meeting of the Sociedad Zaragoza in June, 1928, sf.ruck a
responsive ehord :

Mexicans, lot us never forget or cense to show interest in our country and in
the land in which we first saw the light of day. For if we are here working bard
end suffering, it will not always he so. We are but the children of Israsl who are
paming through our Egypt here in the United Btates doing the onerows lahors, -
swallowing our pride, bracing up under the indigmities heaped upon us here. If
we expect {0 return snd 1o eecape sll this, sa all good Mexicans ought to, then we
should show interest in the affairs of our coyniry from this Egypt of curs.

Speaking in Chieago, President-elect Ortiz Rubic drew enthusiastie
applause at & meeting of the Mexican colony at the Hotel Blackstone

is: Mexioo, June 18, 1028 ; reprinted from El Haraldo ds Mexico, Los Angeles,
An officer attached to s Mexican consulate in Texus relaics the pethetic incident,
when, visiting some of his natiomals in jail, of some Texes-Mexicans who, dis-
appointed that he eould not assist them becsuze they were not Mexican citizens,
saked, ** Why doesn’t onr consul come to see us?®’
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in 1929, when he ‘'said that one of the objects of his sdministration
would be to help establish such conditions in Mexico that the emigrants
might return to their own counfry without economic sacrifice.

The factors influencing Mexicans to remain in the United States
or to return to Mexico have been discussed eerlier; here it is sufficient’
to point out that most of them in this region hold to the ideq, however
vague may be the date of departure, that sometime they are going to .
return to Mexico.'** In their newspapers they follow closely the news
from Mexico; indeed, they even partieipated in the presidential cam-
paign of Mexico, forming in Chicage a Club Pro-Fasconcelos™®® Since
their thoughts ere so largely of their own eountry and of return, it is
not to be expected that the ides of naturelization would take root as
it has among Eurcopean immigrants. A Mexican in Indiana Harbor
snmmed up the point by saying:

They don’t want to be cititens. The countries are close; it i8 only two or
three days to Mexico, and if they went back they wonld be strangers in their cwa
sountry,

142 Bee also II, pp. 29, 265, 272, 275, 276,
143 See alse p. 133.
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DOMICILE

The sharp delineation of solid areas of Mexican population so
evident in the towns of the agricultural regions inhabited by Ameri-
cang and by Mexiean laborers is not observed in Chicago and the
Calumet region. As noted earlier, and as shown on the maps accom-
panying this study, the Mexicans, while clustering in fairly loecalized
groups, are also eonsiderably dispersed, and even where grouped, they
are mingled with large proportions of other nationalities. Neverthe-
less, in practically every major colony of Mexieans in the region, there
were or had been efforis to drive out the Mexicans or to isolate them
by restricting the boundaries of their residence. These efforts had
partial suceess.

The opposition came variously from landlords, partieularly those
resident in the locality being freshly entered by Mexicans, from real
estate men, moved largely by neighborhood hostilities to Mexicans,
or from other netionglities already predominant in the area. The
reasons given for opposition were diverse, and included charges that
the Mexicans were given to fighting and@ arnoying their neighbors,
were dirty and bad housekeepers, were racially undesirable, depre-
eiated property values, or simply that intrusion of another nationality
was unwanted. The presence of 2 new nationality in the community
as a competitor for jobs, together witk friction over women, also were
undoubtedly factors in some instances. The methods of making the
hoatility effective included physical assaulis, end even killings, smash-
ing of windows or similar atiacks upon property, simple refusal to
rent or sell to Mexicans either by individual landlords or by neighbor-
hoods with an understanding that this was to be the common practics,
or the charging of exceptionally high rents to prospeetive Mexican
tenants, A real estate agent was reported to be nnder instructions
that he eould sell to any Spanish-speaking people except Mexicans.
Attempts were made to impose legal restrictions on residence of
Mexicans, but no successful efforts of this type came to our attention.

On the other hand, vacant houses, especially when owned by
absentee landlords, offered particularly favorable opportunities for
the entry of Mexicans into & neighborhood. And the device of charg-
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ing higher rentals to Mexicans operated both ways, for while it some-
times kept the particulsr tenants out, the fact that Mexicans would
often pay higher rentals than eould otherwise be obtained, made them
for that very reaser more atirsctive tenants.

The Hull House colony of Mexicans experieneced perhaps less °
difficulty than was encountered by Mexicans moving into other neigh-
borhoods. It is in an area which is rapidly being depopulated, and
tenants are therefore in greaier demand. Furthermore, the largest
single nationality group smong its inhabitants when the Mexicans
entered the area was the Italian. This is significant, for the back-
grounds of culture and langusge of Italians and Mexicans are very
much eloser than these of Poles and Mexicans, between whom most
of the friction in the Chicago-(ary region arises. .Also, the economic
differential between the Italians of this neighborhood and the Mexi-
cans was in general less than that between the Mexicans and their
Polish neighbors eisewhere. Nevertheless, there was opposition even
in the Hull house neighborhoed. ¥For example, an Iiglian woman
on De Koven Street near Halstead said:

Wa don’t liks to have the Mexicans moving in. Some pecple-are sfraid of
them. It is better for each mationality to live by itself.

Probably referring to this locality was the statement of a Mexican
woman at the Proviso colony of railrosd laborers:

We came to this camp from town on mcoount of the Italians. They were very
bad to us and some of the other Mexican familics had trouble with tham, They
were always tryiag to do something to ua. They called us dogs and threw things
when we ware nob looking. They would crowd us off the sidewslks and make
ingulting remarks about us whezn we went by.

But the resistance of the Tfalians of this neighborhond to the Mexicans
was less vigorous than to the Negroes, whe remained south of Roose-
velt Road.

Even more vigorous opposition was encountered from the Poles.
In reporting the assault and murder of a Mexican apainst whom there
seemed to be no personal grievance, Mexico pointed out the faet that
r:0 Tobbery was committed, and stated :

Maxiean assassinated—eurprised by soms Poles, without mesns of defense, ‘st
the corner of 14th Plags and South Halstead, . ...

‘I wan the Polee, Mr. Beporter, it was they, that’s alli’? So paid one of our
informants, 4 Marican woman. . . . . And this she fold us with signs of fear,

becauss it appears that the guarrelsoms Polos have the distriet terrorized, hoping
(perhaps) to eliminate the [Mexican] workers in the néighborhood.lid

184 Mezios, January 8, 1927,
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The Mexicans continued to enter the Hull House area, and to movs
westward ; however, few moved south of 12th Street. Whether they
were prevented by the incident cited is doubtful, for frequent assaulis
upor Mexicans on Taylor Street betweens Halsteed and Canal were not
effective in that respect.’®

The principal ecolony ofsMexicans near the stockyards is located
on the west side. The fact that its development was checked on the
east side, where the Mexieans appeared first, and subsequently stimn-
lIated on the west side was attributed by local residents chiefly to the
resistance of the Irish (including the second generation) living on
the east side. Thus, & Mexican who had eome to Chieago in 1920,
reported this t0 be the case, and indicated that some of the Irish
policemen seemed to side against the Mexicans:

X ured to live on Emernld Avenue cast of the yards, but I moved to the west
#ide on seccount of troubles with the Irish. The young Irish used fo smash the
pool hall windows at Forty-third and Emerald Avenus, and used to waylay Mexi-
cans and beat them up. Some of the Irigh policemen said t¢ the Mexicans, ‘“Ton
-—— Mexiesns, why don'’t you go back fe your own country$’’ The trouble
with the Irish lsated sporadically three or four years. The Maxicans moved to the
mtoftheyi{r&nbmot&htrmbl&

An Irish policeman fold us in 1928:

The Mexicans depreciate property values and take the jobs of the others
‘When the Mexicans come in, the others say they waat to ssil out.

But a small eolony of Mexicans survived. A well informed person
explained: -

The real estate men who bandle property for absentoe owners let the Mexicans
in. Mexicans will pay $30 rent for property for which the Irish will pay onrly
20, TheMmaesn’tgetmmyphce&,wtheypnymorsmo:ﬁstoget
in; they can afford to becauss they take in boarders.isé

Eesistance to expansion of the Mexican colony east of the yards was
eontinning in 1929 ascording te a secial worker who said:

The Irish won’t rent houses to the Mexicans sutside of the ares indicated on
your map. Thslmkmagmmﬂlmzzammmm,eepmsﬂym
Negroes.

The movement of Mexicans west of the yards was also opposed.
There they encountered violent attacks of the Poles to be deseribed

145 Ibid,, April 80, 1927,

14e And the rents charged probably influemce them to take in lodgers. The
Negroes in northern ¢ities also are froquently charged higher renis then others
and take in lodgers extensively.—Kennady, op. oif,, 161#. Redfleld recorded in
1924 a charusteristic snd illuminating statement by a real estate man neer the
Brighton Park colony: ‘‘Since thes Moxicans have come in the real estate valuey
heve declined to almost nothing, Buat the rental velue of the buildings goes up
$10 to $15 per figt; the Moxicans can only get in a very few places, and they have
topa,ywha.tnake&. They live so thisk, though, it’s cheap for them at that.'’
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later, and a strong resistance to their peneiration westward beyond
Ashland Avenue, particnlarly along and near Forty-sixth Street. The
Poles and Lithuanians, both with churches on Forty-sixth Street, and
large schools, decline te rent to Mexicans in their well established
neighborhood. This stability, as compared with the emigration in
progress from the vicinity of Hull House, aceounts in considerable
measure for the more stubborn and effective resistance in the former
area. Probably the most important factor in the establishment of the
Mexicans in the corner of the yards and along Ashland Avenue {see
map 2} is the generally poorer housing available in those aress. The
first Mexicans to move into Gross Street had their windows smashed
by Poles. A Mexican who had resided earlier at 45th sand Ashland
was driven out by even more violent tactics and threats.

We used to live on 45th and Ashiand, but the Poles are terrible to fight the
Mexicans. There is a fight nearly every night, They threw stones with notes
tied to them through cur window telling ue to move cut of that neighborhood.
Finally they threw rage saturated with oil end lighted, into our bessment. They
also threw another stone which nesrly hit my father. They said they wers setting
the house on fire, and that if we did not move they would bomb the house, The
firp in the basement did not do much damsge as the wood in the basement was
too damp fo eateh, but my father thought it was best for us to move, 50 we moved
over to the Hull House neighborheod.

Resistance was as violent here as anywhere in the entire region, but
it was ineffective as compared with the better districts both east and
west of the yards; in these there were probably larger proportions
of resident home-owners, and from the poorer distrieis there was
practically no alternative for escape by the poor people even under
persecution. The hostility lingered even in 1928. Not far from the
University of Chieago Settlement, I asked a young man, evidenily a
second-generation European, when the RMexicans eame into the stoclk-
yards. I received no answer, for some children who heard the ques-
tion interrupted him with the taunt, ‘*Yes, he let the Mexicans in his
houses.” The jibe of the children naturally required a reply, which
ke gave: *“ Well, they are better tenants than a lot of Poles.”’

In the Brighton Park srea there was some antipathy to the
entrance of Mexicans, This was expressed by a man who complained :

The Mexicans depreciate property. If they come in, others don’t want to live
there. They apoil & neighborhood.

But to the landlords, they had an economie valuoe, even though they
were looked down upon. As one of them said:



224 Unswersity of California Publications in Economics [Ver.7

‘Wo rent our pocrest honsos that the others don’t want, to the Mexicans. They
pay good rent. Wa don’i reat them our best houses because they keep the houses
so dirty. _

In South Chicago a good deal of hostility was manifested toward
Mexican neighbors, especially when they songht to move out from the
more restricted and poorer locality which they oecupied, largely
smong Negroes. .Axn old resident, a German, who found the Mexicans
satisfactory neighbors, described their admission to the neighborhood:

The Moxicans cams in flocks five years ago. The Iandlords wers gothing fired
of the dirty, troublesome Nagroes. When the Negroee moved out, they remted the
places to the Mexicans. They don’t bother the cther people in the neighborheod
They are nice neighbors; they keep to themselves and keep their fights and shoot-
ings to themselves. ‘
But others, particularly young Poles, probably American-born, ex-
pressed vigorons complaints:

Peocple here cuss ’em out. We don't want them livieg avound hers. They
fight.

The Mexicans are very dirty. They spoil the nsw houses they ocenpy. You
soe that bouse aeross the wayt Well, it wes & pretty good house il the Mexicans
moved in. Now nobody will live in it. First one family moved in, and then last
winter about fen more ¢came t¢ live there. They lived like rats all cooped up. You
could gmell the place when you paared in froat of it on s dark night,

The Mexicans are very hoisy. They sre always disorderly. Some Mexicans

moved in next to us sbout threo months sgo. When we passed in the paseage
betwoen the two houses they threw bricks and botiles at us. We told the landlord
and he kicked them out. I wish they wonld move out of here or live altogether in -
one place instend of spreading arcumd. People around here do not like them to
live in this neighborheod.
The incident may have been reported correetly, or not. At any rate,
gnother side of conflict over domicile was told by a Mexican, whe lived
only four blocks away from where the Mexicans had been aceused of
throwing missiles, and who had moved out the next day after he moved
his family in, because of threats of the neighbors. And but two blocks
away, in 1926, Poles had broken the windows of a2 Mexican business
establishment. The Mexican account reveals the charaeteristic feeling
that the police were prejudiced against them:

When the police were called to take note of the happening, their motorious
partiadity was evident, because the group of Polee who broke the glass was atiil
thare, in spite of which the police asked us if anycne had seen who did it. We
eouldn’t do that bocause the clerk as well a8 my family and I were azleep when
the thing was done, at gbout £ in the morning. . . . 4%

141 Mexioo, October 16, 1036



1932] : Mexican Labor in the United Siaies 225

An Ameriean in Irondale reported:

The Iatest nationality always gets the haxing, so the Mexicans get it from tke
young Irish toughs who tried [in gangs] to drive them ont. But the Mexicans
held their vwn protty well, and after using the imife & few times they were
Iet alone.

In order to find more desirable and heaithful guarters than those
east of Commercial Street, some Mexicans songht homes ountside the
original location of the colony. Such demre was natural, and it was
encouraged by at least one social worker
who visited the Mexican families bere and talked to them shout moving ont. She
spoke Spanish and was a very zice lady. She told my friends that for the sake
of their ehildren’s health, and for their. swn they ought io move swary from ihe
steel miils and their zmoke, iron dust, snd coal soot. The neighborhsed gof pretty
rough then with some bad men from Mexice, and their frenbles with zome Poles

and Italians made it worse, So¢ my friends moved north of Madison, Many wont
thers and to other placea. It was too far from work for me so X stuck to

Bouth Chieago.

The attempt to move west of Commercial Street encountered resistance
which was partly physical; at least two Mexican families which
attempted it had their windows broken. Another Mexican with sandy
hair and the appearance of an Irishman had no difficulty negotiating
in English & rental at $25 a month uwnptil hiz son said approvingly,
Qué bueno!’’ This remark, he says, resulted in the question, *‘ Are
you Mexicans?'’ and the announcement that the rent was $35. The
terms were not aceepted.

A move for formal segregation of Mexieans was made in 1929 by
persons within the Chamber of Commerce, and initial steps looking
in that direction were takem. An informed person deseribed the
stnation :

The cbjections to Mexicans are because of raee, ecomomic competition, snd

lower standards of living. People would like to segregate the Mezicans as weil s
tha Negruves, but we probably will not go zhead with the segregetion for two
roasons: First, the legal ease for suck sepavation is not se clear an for separation
of the Negroes. We onderstand that the Mericsna are legally classed as white,
Becond, the Mexicans 4o not present & gemeral preblem throwghout the entire
Chicago sommunity s= #o the Negroes, '
Persons connected with the steel mills opposed legal segregation, and
the support of the merehants for the move was weakened becanse, as
the man just quoted added, “The merchants like the Mexicans; they
spend their money.”’ '

Efforts to retard the scattering of Mexicans into some portions of
the city were slse made in Indisna Harbor. Physical confliets were
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reported, but sinee it was not clear that they were concerned with
where the Mexicans sought to Live, these will be diacussed in another
eonnection. It was again the Poles who were the cause of the friction:

They [the Poles] own a Iot of reel estste in this town and whem it comes to
renting we are st their merey. They sharge us more remnt than other pecple; we
have to live somewherse and we pay.

They rent cnly ths poorest housss to tho Mexicans, If they want to rent in g
better part of town the landlords will noé remt to them,

But the Mexicans were spreading into better distriets, nevertheless,
until in 192% & Mexican was able to say:

There ara only two strects in town that don’t want, fe., refuss Mexicany, and
oven on thege thare are a very few.
In harmony with the information given by the Mexicans was the
statement of a banker, who explained the eonditions which favored
the expansion of Mexicans into dJstrzets where before they had been
refused :

‘We have been trying to make restrictions here o separate the Mexicans by
themsolves, but have not got very far with it yehh Mexicans usod to live on
Second Street, Block, and Pennsylvania; now they are scaitored cut. The reasons
for this are that thers are too many houses for rent now, and the Mexicans and
the colored pay better rents than the others. The owners feel that they will gain
by the higher rent, but when they come to sdll, they find their property has been
depreciated. Generally the Mericans are harder on property, bot not always;
I have scven Mexican {enants, and ali but one or two are clean homsekeepers.

A real estate man added the opinion that the Mexicans would pay
even higher rents than the Negroes, and were ‘‘beiter pay.”’

Of eourse, upon many of the Mexicans the faet of efforts to isolate
them did not press hard. Even though they knew of these efforts,
most of the Mexicans were not seeking to move elsewhere; poverty and
gregariousness made grouping by nationality more or less inevitable
and even prefershble. This aititude appears, for example, from the
statement of & Mexican whom we met in a Gary pool room:

There is no trouble with the guerss (blonds). They are cesy to get along with.
Here on the south side e get along togothar. In some buildings you have gusros
end Mexicans living together; there is no trouble; the Negrvee live next door, and
80 it goes. On the north aide they will not rent to Mexicans. 'We don’t care about
it; we could mot pay the remt thoy charge down there anyway, and are just as
kappy up here. They rem} to the blanmoos {whites) aud those who work pretiy
steady; we don’t work as steady ss that.

With other Mexicang who sought residence im better loecalities,
however, the fact of discrimination did renkle, A Mexican mechanig
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of Gary characteristicslly sought to maintain the reasonability of
recognizing, in matters of social distinction, the difference between
the lowest classes of Mexicans and others and also characteristically
stressed color as an object to which prejudice readily attached itself:

‘We don’t blame the Americen peoplo, because of the kind of people some of

the Mexicens are; they are & low kind of people. The color is the main thing;
they dom’t want to reat to dark Mexicans.

And he added plaintively, “‘I am North American, t00.”’*** The claim
that they too, are ‘‘ Amerieans’’ is often made by all Latin-American
peoples, who resent somewhat the monepolization of the designation
by inhabitants of the United States of America. Another Mexiesn, of
some education and light in eclor, tried to rent a house in north Gary.
First he said he was Mexican and was refused. At the next house
where he inquired he eclaimed to be Central American, and was
accepted in the same neighborbood where he had been refused®® A
renl estate company was seeking to develop a Celonsa Ifurbids where
Gary Mexicans were invited to purchase and build homes, the only
instanee of this kind of enterprise, so common in the Southwest, which
we observed in the Chicago-Gary region. In the municipsal cemetery
& section was set aside for Mexicans, but it might be overstressing the
point to assert that this was evidence of desire to continue segregation
of domicile in the hereafter.

There were other occasional evidences of unwillingness to have
Mexican neighbors which came t0 our attention. A Mexiean married
to an American woman told us that at 6lst and Cotftage Grove the
landiord of an apartment had refused them admittanee, saying, “*My
rule is not to mix people with the Mexicans.’’ But an eduecated Mexi-
can woman, obviously of part Indian ancestry, reported that initial
objections of neighbora were overruled when the Iandlord discovered
that hig prospective tenanis were people of culture:

‘When we came [to move in] the landlord told us that he felt bad, but the
neighbors in the fiat agid that if it was rented to Mexicans they would leave. But
when he saw my books, pianc, pictures of my parents, fc., e seid we should come
anyhow. Hbo said, *Tou are good people.’” Now thers gre several Mexicans in

the neighbothood [Jaeckson Blvd.], We have trouble when secking better places
becausa pesple mistrust Mexissns from the repntation of Mexicans in the prpers,

, 148380 1, 242, fa. 4; also 11, 240, )

160 My intormant stated that in Los Angeles e friend ¢‘with educated daugh-
ters who held positions’” was visited by neighbors and warned by them to leave
or *they would mske it hot for them. They said the presence of Meaxicans would
depreciate their property.’’ Bace resirictions intemded to. dohar Mexicans gre of
course a device frequently employed in southern Celifornis and elsewhere. They
sre not univeraally enferced, however, particularly against Mexicans of the upper
classes.
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movies, sie.,—and there sare some bad Mexicans, But if they rent to the Moxicsns
in the alleys it is Bl right.

We received an tmverified report from responsible Mexicans that
Mexicans and Negroes were not wanted in the town of Whiting, and
that in 1924 there had been a mign to the effect: ‘‘No Mexieans or
Negroes allowed.”” A workman at s factory on West Harrison Street
didn’t like neighbors of dark color, suggesting Negroes:

Some of them are dark, just like the niggers; I woulda’t Lke to live among
thern. I want to live among white people.

An official of a Chamber of Commeree, who was particularly vehement
in his objections to Mexicans, said:

Mexicang shonld have a recognized part in the community and ther we shouid
cater to them. If they don’t want toilets, they ean put the legally required number
in the basement. Somshoedy conld baild flate for them and cater to them and muke
money. I think we should take care of them and keep them clean, but beyond that
I don’t care. They are the scum of the earth., Many people prefer Negro laborers
and nsighbors, You can talk to them and they have learned some of the white

man’s ways of living. The Mexicans are lower than the Empean peassnta. They
are not white and not Negro; they’re Mexican,

Even in an institution of a partly religious character, the objec-
tion. fo Mexican roomers by other nationalities was permitied to
become effective. The situation is reported in detail by Nelson:

‘When, the Y.M.C.A. [ic one of the indusirial sections] first opemed up there
wers six Mexican young mem rooming in the bumilding. The opposition to them
of the other members became so great that there was nothing else for the suthori-
ties to do but o get them out of the building as tactfully as they could. . ...
Eineo thut time, few come to the institntion, 8., in ¢harge of the bowling alleys,
said that they never aneourage them fo coms areund, that in faet they do mot
want them there.:s50 A

The evidence which has been presented here in detail shows a
frequent desire 1o isolate Mexicans similar to that observed in agri-
cultural regions. That this soeial pressure, altheugh often more vie-
lent, is not so consistently exerted nor so effective in maintaining the
clear-cut domieciliary isolation seen in the latter areas, is due mainly
to the facts that in the Chicago-Gary region the Mexicans are numer-
ically less conspicuous, they are more nearly on an equality, socially
and economiecslly, with other nationalities also in the process of estab-
lishing themselves in the new environment, and they are entering an
area where housing is already available, interspersed among people of
other nationalities.

180 Op. oit., 82.
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The Mexicans are nof unigue in experiencing resistance in this
area. The sucecessive entries of varions Enropean nationsalities which
preceded the Mexicans were also occasions for frietion, and sach of
these nationalities has shown a tendency to live more or less by itself,
just as have the Mexicans. That the gulf is greater in the case of
the Mexicans tharn of the European immigrants, appears elearly from
the instances of readiness to associate Mexicans with Negroes in
proposals for segregation.

PHYSICAL CONFLICT .

The record of physical clashes between IMexicans and other
nationalities is fairly extended. 1t is worth while to set down some
of the evidence of this frietion, in addition to the instances cited
previously. It waz reported by sn American west of the stockyards
that: '

Each group has snubbed the newest comer. The Poles here said, ** The Mexi-
cans are getting our jobs in the Fards.”’’ The Poles had been kmocking down
isolated Mexicans and leaving them wacomscions on the street. Omne night a wild
shot from a Meoxican killed a Pole. This angered the Poles and they desided to
clean the neighbothood of Mexicans, They ealled in the f42’s,’’ & gang from
12th and Ashland Police prevented az riot.

In the same neighborhood a Mexican womsan complained that “‘she
had a great deal of trouble with the Polish boys picking on her litte
boy.”” Other persons gave similar testimony. Two further accounts
of difficulties in the same area, by a second generation American and
by an Ameriean social worker, were as follows:

In 1922 there were small riots. The Mexicans used to stop Polish girls. They
marry white giris and that causes a terrible lot of hatred. People feel thoy are
& different race. The whites leave the Mexicans slone when they get tequila. The
Negroes are afraid of the Mexicans. I heard one Negro say, ‘I wouldn’t monkey
with that boy. He ia too trescherous; he will stick a knife in me.”? In the plant
there are a few fAghts between Mexicans and colored workers, but none between
Pglish and Mexicans.

In ozme of the parks the earstaker told me regretfully that he had to keep the
Mexiouns out fo avoid frietion with the Lithnauians and Poles. 0Of course they
don’t do it just that way, but they let them kmow it s better for them to go
to the other park. ’

The Lithusnizns and Poles thought the Mexicans came in to lower wages. A
eouple of years ago they used to hest up Mexicans soming homse at night. They
elaimed the Mexicans molested their womesn, but it was enly a eloak. A month
ago there was a fight when a Polish prostitute who had bad relations with a
Moxican sccused him in the presenes of & Pole. A year or two ago the Maxicans
got rocked at Davis Square by s gang of Lithuanians. The Mexicans are more
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individval and don't gang up. A Pole who is beaten gets a gang and beats up
on & Mexican. Now the fecling agninst the Mexicans has died down; they don’t
like them but they accept them,

Further incidents illuminating various aspeects of the frietion in
different parts of the region may be given 2%

A Negro in Indisna Haxbor: There is good and bad in all races, bat some
of the Mexicans are dangerons. You can’t understand them very well, and if you
get inte an arpument with thesn yor don’t know what minute you will have them
after yon with knives.

A Mexican clergyman in Scuth Chicago {Bedfield notes): There haa been, so
far as ke knows, very little frouble between Mexicans and Negross. *Of courss,
a fow Mexicans have been shof, and a few Negroes eunt up, bui that can be
ascribed to moonshine.””

Ancther clergymen in South Chicago: There is frietion with the Foles. The
Poles say the Mexicans are taking their work, The Mexicans have lswer standards
of living. :

A Moxican on DeEovern Stroei, near Hull House: The Polish and Mexican
children fight; the Poles are worss than. the Italians. .

A Mexican in Indiana Harbor: The Poles hore are very bad with tha Mexi-
esng. Four or fiva of them will jump a Mevican ard eut him all up. They will
leave him to dis in sn alley. They do not give up their hatred for us. They do
not give us & chanoe to make a good fight.

The Mexican account of recent conflicts in South Chieage reveals
clearly the ill-feeling of long standing between Mexicans and Poles,
and Mexicans and police, & number of whom are Polish:

Mearioan cowardly beaten by Polacks

24 [Mexican] compatriots arrested
The Mexican colony of South Chieage is jusily alarmed lately by the action of &
group of Poles who resort {o treachery o injure our fellow-countrymen., The
vietima of this group of Polog are numercus, and the suthorities must et on the
mazatter to prevent recarrence of incidents such as that of Apolomio Castellano,
who was assaulted twice in the same day. Mr. Castellanc i» & poacoable citizem
and distikes guarrels. The Poles declared thef it was Costellane and other
Mexicans who provoked the altercaiiom, but we have it on good anthority that it
was quite the opposite and that Castellanc waa going slong alone when they
atiacked him.

18z Sea aiso, for example, the following ineidents reported by the Mexican
press: Mawios, Octobar 15, 1926, Mexicans robbed and beaten by Poles; Novem-
ber 27, 1926, s Mexican attacked at Jofferson Streot and Rooseveli Hoad by Poles
and Italiana; April 80, 1827, nssaulis on Mexieans froquent on Tayler Street,
betwean Halstead and Canal: July 20, 1827, Italians attack and shoot Mexicans
st Taylor and Balstead; La Noticic Mundial, August 21, 1927, three Mexicans
charged with “‘homieide to & person of Polish origin, who in sompany with =
number of fellows of the smme ution&hi ity atiacked T}hout provocation fonll; o}t
onr som] who were going peaceably the spob.’? August 28, 1927, a Pole
shot bypa:yliuim wag)::;xg Tin iagitm defomse of her outraged honor.*?
November 20, 1857, Pole killed & Mexican; ‘“Ii is believed that the motive of the
aesasaination was the relations of Garcia and the wife of the sseassin;?’ Correo
Masvicano, January 8, 1927, ten Ttalizne ai Halstead and Taylor beat & Mexican
but were unstesessful in robbing him.,
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Onstellans was brutslly struck on the cormer of 83d and Buffalo streets at
about 8:30 pan. on the 23d. An hour laler ss he was roturning from the police
station where he had gone to complain, the same groap surprised him by treachery
for the second time, giving Rim a severe beating.

Various of the Polez whoe were arrested stated that they were the victims snd
that thoy acted in self-defense. .

Monday night no less than 24 Mexicans were arrested at the Palice Station of
South Chicago. These arreets had the same motivez as the cowsrdly attack of
which Castelianc wae the vietim.

The svents of the night of Janusry 17 when s Polish policeman was killed by
throo Mexicans whom he tried to dstain withont eause, nro provoking & very
delicate situation. The Poles of South Chicago, sccordiny to what we are told,
are ¢ollecting funds, not to save & connfryman of theirs, but to see thai the
threo Mexicans go to the chair,

The Mexican colony protests viclently sgainst these anjustifiad attscks which
make victimg of honored and induvstricus workera 153

The physical sncountérs involve violence by both sides. They
include assaults on Mexieans, and less often, shootings or knifings by
Mexicans. Rgbbery is occasionally the motive, but usually not. Domi-
¢ile, economic competition, and the relations of the sexes among per-
sons of diverse nationality appear to give rise to most of the friction,
with the latter twe factors probably underlying the resistence to
establishment of domiecile by the invading nationalities. Individusal
hostility readily becomes generalized into racial antipathy. Violent
friction was noticeably less in Gary, probably partly because the Poles,
among whom hostility to the Mexicans developed most extensively,
formed & small proportion of the population; partly beeause the shock
of the entry of the Mexicans there was cushioned by the previous
presence of a colony of Spaniards, and partly becanse housing condi-
~ tions for all nationalities were generally better and less erowded in
Gary than in other portions of the regions where Mexieans colonized.

SOCIAL CONTACTS AND ISOLATION

It is apparent from material already presented that there exists
in the Chicago-Gary region the same desire to isolate Mexicans that
was chserved in the other areas studied. The desire is less nearly
unanimous, however, and though more violent, it is far less effective
in maintaining the isolation which it seeks. Were it as effective as it
is in the rural Southwest, there would probably be fewer instances of
physteal confliet. _

In the summer of 1928 separate seating of Mexicans in theaters,
so common in the Southwest, was known to be practiced habitunally

182 Mexice, February 37, 1930.
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only in two movies in the region, both of them located in Indians
Harbor. Itis significant that the Mexican colony there constitutes the
largest proportion of the total local population of any eolony in the
area. Earlier, separation had been practiced also by some theaters in
Gary, but this seems to have been settled satisfactorily after appeal to
the Mexican ambassador.**® Other instances reported to us were very
few, and apparently sporadie.

The explanation of separate seating given by an owner of one of
the theaters which practiced it was characteristio: The Mexicans were
objected to by other persons whose patronage he regarded as more
important than that of the Mexicans; although objection was greater
against some Mexicans than others, the line of nationality was the
most convenient besis of separation; and the Mexicans might go
elsewhere if they objected.

The Maxicang are not eonsidered white. They are ushered to the first nisle
with the colored. White people don’t like to sit next to the ecloved or Mexicans.
No, even though they are clean.- Many of them are not clean and we can’t
soparate ou the basis of drese, a0 we separste them on the basis of nationality.
‘We ussd to have trouble about the Srst four months, but not now. They go
by themselves to their place. 'We have only aboat ten or twenty & night whercss
we used to have one or two hundred. Their societics tell them not fo go. We
had the Mexican consul here [to investignte the matter]. We don’t know whether
wa loss. It is & high class theater snd the white people who come would not bike
to mit next to the Mexicans; in other theaters there is no separation [but there
was separsiion in ancther movie in the same fown].

The accounts of the Mexicans reveal their various reactioms fo
separation; also the faect that separation was not always rigidly
enforeed. There was humiliation at segregation with the Negroes;
there were apologies for the eonduet and clothing of some of their
compatriots, but similar offenders of other nationalities were pointed
to, and the use of nationality as a basis for diserimination was opposed.

In the shows they make us sit with the Negroes. They sre all right, but why
can’t we sit with the Poles; weo are aa good or belter than they? They are
savages; we have soms mannars, they have none.

At the theater I asked them why thoy scparate us and they said, because wo
are Mexicans. I said, **But I am white in my ways.”? I have not been fo that
theater ainee then,

The theater is owned by Poles [another account said that Jews and Bumanians
owned the two movies which dissriminated], They seid the distinetion was mnde

158 Memioo, March 23, 1825. This pews item expressed ths belief that the
matter had been settled in both Indiann Harbor and Gary, but separation was
still & sourre of friotion in the former town sa late as 1829. Oune Mexican asserted
in 1020 that separation was stili prscticed by a movie in Gary, but others
doabted this.



1932} Meozican Labor in the United Staies . 233

because the Mexicans hugged the girle; the movie man also said Mexicans come
in their overalls Of course, sometimes Mexicons do these things, but why do
they 2oe it on Mexicans and sot on themeeslves?

A Mexican boy in junior high sehool: I went with a Mexican girl ones and
they tried to separste ws. But the girl said, *‘Come on, you have paid your
money;’? so I sat with her. I I bad been alone, I would have asked to get my
money back.

Once my father was not admitted to a theater in Chicago when he went in his
working clothea. He said clothes do not muke the man, I think he should have
worn his good elothes,

The Mexicans are partly to blame for this disériminstion. Many of them sre
dirty and wenr old clothes t¢ & movie.

Refusal to patronize the theaters which diseriminated was praec-
ticed rather extensively. The Mexicans spoke feelingly on the subject,
particularly so against their own countrymen who did not join the
boyeott, especially if they belonged to the privileged few who were
not segregated. With characteristic readiness it was also pointed out
that the sourees of discrimination were not the real ‘‘ Americans.”
The following statements by Mexicans are illustrative:

It all the Mexicans did as I and = majority of the Mexicans o, thers would
be cortain theaters that would have no patronsge st all. Of course some Mexicuns
have given canse for criticism by going to showr with dirty clothes and unbathed.
Anyons with & clean suit of clothes wonld objeet to that.

We sit any place in a movie, but dad says we shomldn’t go becauss they
separate the othor Mexicans Jews take care of the mevie; they are not Ameri-
eans, I don’t blame people at the show with nies clothes who don’t want to sit
next to dirty people with poor clothes, bui they shouldn’t charge all for ihe
scts of some,

About ten Mexicans [as individuala] can sif snywhere they want, but the
others ean’t. [As a result of proiesis] the memnbers of the X society with forty
members can go anywhers in the theater i they weer their sceiety button. The
Y society wee given the same privilege [but refused it]. I blame the X society
for taking the privilega I asked for all well-dressed Mexicans to he admitted
aqually, They replied, ‘‘If they wesr the ¥ button they ear come.’’ I told them
under those cirenmstances I did not want to come, They [the societios] are

suppesed 0 bs working pro pairia and ghould not ascept special privileges.
A few other instances of soeial discrimination were reported to
us. A Mexican in Indiana Harbor stated, for example:

I heard & Polish girl say of a Mexican girl whom she thought did not under-
stand English, ‘*Don’ wash in that bowl becauss that Mexican washed in it ’?
But the Mexican girl was as elean as the Polish.

At a Protestant ‘‘settlement’’ house it was said, *‘the Ifaliana don’t
want to mix with the Mexicans in the gymnasium and showers.” At
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one of the pon-religious settlements some hostility was enecountered
when & danee was given:
Mshﬁeﬁumuehpr@nﬁwegﬁndthe&cﬁansummsﬂm
but there is some of it. We decided to have a danee to which some young Mexi-
CRDN Wore coming, clerks mostly, rather than laborers. Shortly before the dance a

young Pole said, {*No decent Polish girl would dance with a Maxican. ’*’ So we
got sorority girls to eome from the University of Chicage and dance with them.

A Mexican and two social workers reported :

The Maxiesuns have their own pocial affsirs. I know one Mexican who was put
out of & dance hall apparently solely bocauss be was & Moxican. But I go fo other
dances now, sometimes alons, sometimes with a #friend or two 2nd I am Dot
molested. I think the Mexicans would get along better with the others if they
zpoke English,

The proprietor of & Polish dance hell wosld not let the Mexicars rent it; he
#aid it wes only for Poles,

At some [Gary] dances Iast year Mexicans were put ouf of the hall,
Another Mexican said:

At darces Mexicans ean’t zasocinte with Americzn boys and girls.

This statement probably did not refer to all dances, for in the same
vicinity & Mexican mother said:

My boys dance with the biancas st all the publie daneces,

At many dances attended by Mexicans there were ‘“white!” girls,
frequently but by no means always, of a lower type.

At a Protestant mission it was noted that when special efforts to
bring in the Mexicans were made, the attendanece of Italians practically
ended: _ .

The Itslians don’t Like the Mexicans. One Italion said: “*I don’t waat my
kide to associate with the Mexicans, God made pecple white and black, and He
mesnt there to be a difforcmca ?” The Italians used to come in numbers of twe
to three hundred; now only three or four families coms regularly, although we
vigit their homos and invite them to come. The eothers won’t come because of
the Mexicans,

A settlement resident, while citing the epparent diminution of friction
in his vieinity, nevertheless added:

Anocther diffienlty is that there is not much shance of a Mexican mingling
with & crowd without recoguition beeanse of his color.
The matter of color was not infrequently mentioned by Mexicans
or others, as the preceding and other ocecasional citations have
indicated. Further instances may be given:
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A social worker aaid: The Moricans are mixed with Negro sad Indian, When
we pent & child for a summer cuting £ a private home, we tried to blesch the
child out. The family expected a Mexican but we didn’t want them te think we
bad sent & Negro,

Another;: We send Mexicans to the whits summer ¢amp, but when we send &
child for a vacation fo & private family we tell them in advance that the ehild i
Mexican, We would mot bother to tell them in advance if the child was a Polg,
end wo would not semd a Negro at all,

A Chamber of Commerce official answered my inguiries:

No, they are not rogarded as colored; but they are regarded 28 an inferior
class, Arve the Mexicens regarded as white? G:h,aot :

An Italian woman, who resented mildly the eniry of Mexicans into
bEer neighborhood said:

The Mexicana are of a different race; their faces are blacker.

A settlement resident with long experience among immigrants ocbserved
a growing feeling of race difference and noted a very interesting
aspect of ‘‘ Americanization.”’

There is beginning to be race feeling [against the Meaxicans] in Chicago. They
are beginning to say they are black, The Italiaxg used to get on well with the
Mezicans whe used to be in the Latin-Ameriean Club. Now the Mexicans are
drawing off to themeselves as there are more of them. Recently the Italiang came
to us aud aaid thoy weould not rent onr hall for weddings any more if we eon-
tinged to rent it to the Mexicans, I{ ix not swell enough for them wher we do
that. I said to them, *In Iisly you would not be prejudiced against the Mexicans
becanss of their color.’” Am Italian replied seriously, ¢*No, but we are becoming
Ameriesnized.??

The color prejudice encountered here is met by Mexicans with
mingled attitudes: pride of Mexican nationalify or ‘‘Aztec race,’’
resentment, injured sensibilities, and occasionally partial aceepianee
of the white color standards.?** Illustrative of the first type of reac.
tion was the statement of a Mexican who called attention to the very
characteristie American attitude thet unless a Mexiean is dark, he is
not a Mexican, but usually Spanish; the Mexican insistence on being
‘‘pure Mexican’'’ is equally characteristic:

My dsughtsr says that many peopls at the factory where she works will not
beliove that she is Mexican; they say she is too fuir. She tells them that shs ia
nothing but & pare Mexiean, that every drop of her bloed is Mexican.

154 See also pp. vii, 237, 862, The conacionsness of Indian ancestry is often
gvident. ‘‘We do not forget that we are dessended from a progressive snd cal-
tured race, &8 were our ancestors, the Astec.’’—Correo Mezioano, Chicago, Septem-
ber 6, 1926, The historical depredations aguinst Indisn Hife in what is now the
Unitod Rtates scemed to be better remembered than those in Mexico. As ome
Mexican said, ** The Englisk-apeaking peopls killed off the Indians.*’
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The smoldering resentment which at times bursts out appears in an
editorial printed in Chicago during the summer of 1928. Needless to
say, this resentment has long tradition behind it, and experience in
other parts of the United States where race diserimination is infinitely
more ‘evident than in the Chicago-Gary region.

Yg it true and natural that the Mexicans go in & body to the festivitios of the
North Americans to celebrate the Fourth of July? TUnfortunately mo. Whyt
While there is not complete accord between the two peoples, a solid and sincers
nmutual affection; while racial prejudices exist in which we Mexicans sre always
unequally matehed, we do not go to the celebration, , .. . I we were well locked
upen . . ., if by one and all of the Yenkee citirens we were regarded 2s beings
oqual to them; if our attendance wore regarded ss 4 desire on the part of our
country to contribute fo the joy and enthuwsiasm which reigns in their hesrts, all
would be different; the wbole aspeet would be altered, becanse we would bhe

But while there is a barrier of racial hates, snd while we do not know how
to present ourselves and mingle with them, for our own good and for the name
of our conntry we should atay away from their festivity. Lot us have our Honorific
Commissions and the clubs of each town represent us o the sathorition and people
of North America. Qur representatives will know how te play their parts. . . ..
And let their representation confine itself to civic acts, official ceremonies, and
end when these end, Going to' dances sad parks where there is only material
entertainment, happiness, and enthusiasm which has nothing to do with patristic
sentiment, is also unpardonable, since it would not be unusual for a Mexican fo be
rudely snobbed by someone, & rchuef which might be followed by a tragedy.:ss

A Mexican of mixed German and Mexican parentage who was one
of two dark-skinned children, the other two being white, was par-
ticularly bitter and sensitive, so sensitive, indeed, that he was even
enraged when, according to dominant American color standards, he’
should have ‘been Hattered. After relating diserimination which he
had experienced in.endeavoring to rent rooms, he said indignantly
that in Texas he had once been cordered to move by the street car
econductor after seating himself in the section for colored personms.
Another Mexican asserted that there was an additional difficulty in
learning English “‘beeauss the Americans won’i talk to dark per-
sons.”” When a fair complexioned educated Mexican woman stefed
that she had not experienced distinetion, & dark-skinned Spanish
American immediately interjeeted characteristieally, “*Miss X is as
Light as any of you, but I am dark.’”” A Spanish-type Mexican whe
had been a government employee in Mexiee said: ‘‘ There is no dis-
erimination against me at the theater, but when I went once with a
dark friend, they tried to send him on the Mexican side.’’ A. social
worker reported:

168 Mepice, June 30, 1088,
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A Mezican af & church supper told me to tell & [somewhsat ankempt] Mexican
to keep cut. He said, ‘*What will the Americans think? He is so dark.’?

The acceptance of American color standards by s Mexican who
had been twenty years in the United States was clear. Proudly he
showed a photograph of himself taken with his wife and their first
baby. Commenting on his wife we said appreeiatively, ** Muy bonita’’
[very preity]. His reply was uttered with an sir of resignation, <“Ves,
but she is priela [blackish]; I dark too.””*s¢ ' .

That, the eolor discrimination might alse be turned against others
was evident from & statement given later.'®” But in peneral, the color
or nationality prejudices of the Mexican laborers were very weak,
and were raised either by confliet with particular groups in the region,
or by absorption of the race and color scale of values prevalent in
the United States. The Mexican who replied to the interrogation why
they did not like certain other nationalities by saying, “‘Because they
don’t like us,’” eorrectly placed the initial demonstration of antipathy
on the other pationalities. -

The factors and attitudes which appear in the effort to isolate the
Mexicans socially are essentially the same as those which appear in
the conflicts over domicile, or the physical conflicts described earlier
which arise upon various pretexts, There is at boitom, as between
Mexicans and other immigrant nationalities, the fact of job competi-
tion, which may variously appear as allepations of undercutting, of
lower standards of Living, or actual displacement:

The Poles resented the encroachment of the Mexicans,
The Poles feel they are being supplanted.
The Foles say the Mexieans are taking their work,

188 Seo also I, 93. Mexicans in the United States gemerally attribute the rise
of color prejudice entirely to adoption of American values by immigrants, denying
that it exists in Mexico. Thia point will bear further investigation, however. For
example, & foircomplevioned educated Mexican woman who regards herself ns
f¢white,’’ spoke of the matisr of color both &s she had observed it on the west
osoast of Mexico, and in a grape pickers’ camp in the Ssn Joaquin Valley of
Californin: "‘My mother is dark and is semsitive aboul it, and is always eomment-
ing on whether a person i& dark or whitee The reason mestizos aay there in ne
golor prejudics in Mexico in beeanse they would not be flattered by it. The oriclios
do regard themselves as soeially superior. The mestizos are accepted only if they
have monay or politiesl position. If a man rises to a position where he may sid
the revolutiomists and take property away from them, then they take him in
socially, In camp todsy I told & woman how preity her baby wea, She repled,
#¢{Ho used to be 80 white, but now the sun is darkening him.*’ Similarly, Camblon
records the remark in Chicago of & Mexican wife ¢oncerning her husband: ““*He
is & good husband; he isn’t white, but he has a good hoart.’’ Also the fact that
& Mexican woman referred to s Mexican man whose attentions she spurned, as
#¢that black man.’*—Op. oif, 20, 1098,

157 See anlee pp. vii, 235, 262.
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I beliove the Poles think the Mexicans are working for less, and that they are
taking their jobs,

The Polacks sry the Mexicans are 8 low class and should not be here. They
hate the Mexicans and call them ‘‘greasers.’’ They eall them fools. Thay say
they are the only ones in the United States who Yive on bread and water and who
don’t dress up and don’t speak English, It is difficalt for the Mexicans to reply
sffectively to theso taunts because they don’t know emough English

The hostility of the Poles and Biavs is due to the fzet that the Mexicans are
in open eompetition with them.

Whe Lithuaniens cbject that the Mexicans sre employed when they are not
taken en. They sometimes gay, ‘' Why you give the Mexicans jobs snd you don't
hire ust’’

These are characteristie statements by employment executives, soeial
workers, and Mexicans in different parts of the area.

There is also the friction over women, enhanced by the unbalanced
sex ratio, which has been described earlier. Here the attitude of the
Mexicans is presented as it appeared in one of their publications:

The Poles have a very evil opinion of us Mexicans—buot it’s different with
the Polish girls.

In the packing-house distriet many Poles and Mexicans live; and by virtue
of being employed iz larpe xambers at the huge slznghter houses, thore is con-
tinual association between them. This has fomemted a certain intimacy between
them; indeed, many Mexiean men have siready msarried Polish girls. The men
disapprove of such g thing, but as for the women whe angle for Mexicans, we
do not know what they have confided to the sisters of their race {probably thst
we Mexieans are good cstches}. This has come fo pat the Polish pentlemen in &
baéhmr,nnéitismom&miﬁeympmpsﬁagzgsodheaﬁngnpforeﬁr
countrymen. Thie rumor has not dismayed our fellow-countrymem, and when it
is mentioned they are wont to say: ¢*Bah, that bothers us the way air doee the
well-deserving of the Americas ’ 138

The attractions of Polish girls. and Mexican men were evidently
reciproezl. As a young Mexican admiited:

T like the Polish women very much, They ars physically attractive and their
golden hair rather fascinates me. They must be very afectionate wives, becauss
they have a Iot of childrem.

The more courteons manners of the Mexican men were among their
advantages over the young men of other nationaslities.

Asserted uncleanliness and proneness to fight, which have been
detailed earlier, should be added to the reasons given for the isolation
of Mexicans. While the Mexieans sometimes assigned reasons for the
hostility of others to them, they sometimes professed (probably
gincerely) that they did not kmow the reason.,

" 108 Festividades, Chicago, November 1, 1925, 7.
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The Italians did not like va but I don’t see why. They never iold us, althcugh
wao asked them to several times, They just did not like us. Xt made us feel had
and suspicious, not of the Amcricans, but of the foreignera; the Americans are
all right, :

The tendency to exonerate the ‘‘Americans’’ was frequently
observed. In part this was doubtless politeness of the person inter-
viewed, but as pcinted out earlier, the contacts with Americans are
rarely those from which petty and irritating fristion is likely to
result; rather are they eoniacts with teachers, social workers, or
higher executives, which produee less friction than the contacts with
European immigrants on the same socioeconomic plane, or but
slightly ahove them. This explsins the replies of two Mexicans to
our inguiries concerning their relations with Americans:

T can’t tell who sre Americans; they are white, but T can’t tell whethor they
are Poles or Jews or what they are,

The little Mexican children gay the others hit them sometimes. Theso are
mostly foreign children. I haven’t met any real Americans
Other statements showing the tendency to exonerate Americans may
be added: .

A Mourxican referring to the hostility of the Poles said: They don’t lke wus,
There are few Americane here. The Americans treat us all right,

An American school tencher suid: The Mexicans will try to shift the responsi-
bility for diserimination and misdeeds sway from Amerieans, They will say after
telling an ineident, **But he iz not an American.’?

I try to get im touck with resl Americans, not these Russians, Poles,
Blovaks, ete,

A Mexican in high school stated: We like ths school . . . . but we don't Lke
the town. Everybody here is Iow class pecple. There are hardly any Americsns
here.

Referring to the school attended by her children, a Mexican
mother said:

There wers only two Americsns in the room [in addition to the Maxicana];
the rest were Poliah and Crechs, [And sha added:} Ii ie not the real Americans
who mistreat the Mexicans, but these Eurepeens who call themszelves Americans,

It is very significant that the distinetion between Americans and
Evuropean immigrants in this locality is so often made. It would be a
mistake {0 coneclude, however, that it is always made. Furthermore,
there sre both the traditional antipathies foward Americans and the
wounded feelings occasioned by discriminations commonly experi-
enced at the hands of Americans in other parts of the United States,
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emotions which when' aroused override the distinetion made locally
between treatment at the hands of Americans and of others. The
statement of a Mexican showed a blurring of these two attitudes:

If yon get sequainted with the real American people they treet you well. Some
treat me jost like any other friemd. Tho nverage Meaxican just takes it for
granted that they don’t kike him, and ealls them *‘'gringos.’’ They say the
American people don’t like us; if we go to the show they separste us.

In the rural areas studied, the source of diserimination was invariably
identified with the Americans, although individual Americans or
classes of them might be excepted. A Mexican social worker said with
diserimination :

When the Mexicans eomplain about American sxtortions, ete., I foll them these -
are not the real Ameriesns, They don’t see mamny real Americans, They like the
Americans as individusls, though they retain some feeling ngainst them ss & group.

Contempt was frequently expressed by Mexicans for the European
bmmigrants who assert their superiority, especially when they sought
to be regarded as ‘“Americans.”’

Wo don'’t have & chance to know the real American people. I sse the Greeks,
Italians, Poles; they are not Americans. The Poles are citizens and pretend to
be the real American people. Poles are the organizers of distinction agninst the
Meu:icfm. .The Polish people put their women to work; the Mexicars don’t waat
their women to work even if they are poor.

The people who make things hard for the Mexicaps are the Eurcpeans who
Bhave just come over kere but claim to be Americans.

The Mexicans say the Poles are too bold; they had nothing to eat in Poland
and have much here. But in Mexico no one ever starves.

As eompared with these Europeans, the Mexicans felf themselves to
be *‘ Americans’’ by birth. A Mexican reported, for example:

Real Amoricans don't hate the Mexicens, but the new Americars, the Serbs
and others who sre naturalized citizrens and can’t even speak Eaglish do; they
ill-treat the Mexicans, The Mexican claims to be American because he was born
on thie eontinent. They say t0 the naturalized e¢itizens, ‘*You are Americans
because of businees ressons.’’

Redfield noted the similar conversation of a Mexican:

The Poles always pretend they are Amexicans; they are ashamed to say that
they are Poles; they say they sre Germans or Americana One night at school
the teacher said that the pecples comprising the Americavs wers the Canadians,
the people of the United States, and the Mexicans. You should have seen ihe
Poles look around aft us! What, the Mexicans Amerioansi
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We heard once that under emotional stress, the superiority of title was
claimed even &s against inhsbitants of the United States; this was
again Indian eonseiousness riging to the sarface:

One teacker asked my little boy why he did not go back to Mexieo; that he
wes not an American and did not belong here. The boy replied, **I zm more of

an Awerican than you are beesuse all of my ancestors were born in North Americs
end yours were all born in Europe.”’

‘While Mexicans defended themselves individually in the physiesl
conflicts between themselves and other nationslities, in matters of
social diserimination they displayed the charasteristie sensitiveness
and retirement observed in the areas pre?zousiy studied. Thus, a
social worker said:

The Italians and others cslled the Mexican beys ¢‘dirty Mexicans®’ at the
Mexican dance recently, How did the Mexicans take itt With the gentle dignity
with which they taks all affronts.

Similarly, a settlement resident spoke of the unaggressive attitude of
the Mexicans;

The Poles don’t think the Mexicans get u sguare deal, but they don’t think
thoy deserve it. The Mexican could get more [social conmsideration] if he would,
but if he feels he is not wanted he stays away and does not fight for it like the
Negro. I could not run the Poles out of the settiemeni mow if I tried, but I
could easily run tho Mexicans out. In planning one of the settlement picmics the

Merxicans asked hesitantly, ' Are white pecple going too??’ The Polish told the
Meoxicans at first that the settlement was for the Poles. Each nationality resents

any outside group eoming in.
Another sattitude occasionally encountered was that treatment
depends on one'’s self. A Mexican boy in junior high school said:

It uli depends on gme’a self how one iz treated. I get along with sll, I have
Mexican, Polish, and Ameriean friemds. I get along all right with the colored.

Faith in eduecation as a preventive of racial diserimination was
also expressed. A characteristic explanation of Mexicans for the dis-
eriminations to which they are subjected in rural aress is lack of
education of American farmers. There the distihetion was mede
between educated Americans and uneducated Americans: here the line
between educated and uneducated seemed to coincide fairly closely
with that between native Americans and immigrants:

The true Americsn treats us ten times better than those from Europs. The
Americans sre educated; the foreigners ere the ches who treat us roughly and
are not educated. There are mice people in other nationalities; it depends om
education. If people have oducstion they won’t mistreat others.

[Diserimination] is not by Amerieans but by other nationalitics, and those of
the ignorant elaas. '

We distinguish between the resl Americans and those who come from Europe.
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This faith in the moderating influence of education, on race prejudice
was somewhat shaken by the anti-Mexican editorials appearing from
time to time in Chicago newspapers, particularly the Chieago Tribune.
A Mexican whose wife was American said:

Uneducated Americans are projudiced agwinst Mexicans, but educated persons
don’t exhibit it. But here they let it out in the press,

Another Mexican raised similar objection to the attitude of the press
of Chicago:

I notice the feeling among the Mexicans after there has been something in
the American papers shout oppoaition to the foreipn-born. What a Mexican does
here is conspicaous in the paper, as for example, when a Mexican shoots a police-
man. The Mexicans don’t hear with -plessure when the papers hore urpe that
the United States will go to Mexico and conguer if, hut at other fimes we don’t

The familiar complaint against considering all Mexicans alike,
ignoring individusl eultural differences between them, coupled with
an understanding assent to the different treatment of those of lower
culture, was made by a skilled Mexican mechanie:

I den’t blame Americane for that [discrimination], Why do they think we
ars ell alikey Just becanse you are Mexican you are treated like any other
Meixesn, 159
Similar {0 the emphasis on individual difference, is the stress on class
differences which Mexicans frequently advance as a basis for shifting
the line of discrimination away from that of pationality. The indi-
vidual whe advances such a view is ususlly in education, culture,
elass, dind sometimes race, somewhat above his fellows sccording te
the dominant scale of values, though the difference sometimes is slight.
Thus an Indian-type eommeon lazborer, well dressed, but of slight
education, was sensitive about his more ignorant compatriots:

Itt&ayesn’%rm&éndwﬁtetheymignomnt and give us all a bad reputation.
The son of & Medican who operated & bakery spoke similarly:

There are so many low elass Mexicans here it makes it harder for other
Mexicans, ’

It is very characteristic of Mexicans not themselves laborers that
they are sensitive to the unfavorable impressions sometimes made by
their compatriots; they not only apologize for them, admitiing that
they give exeuse for discriminatory treatment, but they also seek to
assure that the laborers do not represent the culture of Mexico.?™ A

159 Seq also I, 82.
160 890 alse pp. 270, 271,
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Mexican grocer of intelligence and some education spoke at length
of the disparity between the cultural and material status of the
immigrant laborers:

The Mexicans here in Indiana Harbor sre nearly sll from the lower classes of
Mexico. It is only that elass that eomes this far north fo sesk » livelihood. Tha
middle and upper classes stay in San Antonio and in Los Angeles. You will find
some to0o in New York and in San Franeisco. Thees people are from the ranches
and foothills of the sterrn. They are for the greater part illiterate in their own
language, Many of them in coming to the United Statos have to be smuggled
over beeanse they cannot pass the literacy test in Mexico, In Mexieo the achools
warp few and far between., Many of them never sew a book ¢r heard of ome,
Ngither did their fathers or anyone reed a paper. They know very littls of good
manners or customs. .

When they are here the sudden wealth and the prosperity of this country is
too much for them. They put on shoes for the first time and wear a good suit
of clothes, whan in Mexico all they possessed was & pair of breeches, And they
believe themselves to be just as good because they buy shoes for 310 and a
suit for $60. They eat something elss besides raw meat and herbs and think they
have everything in the world and ecannot know or have more,

They advance materially but not oculturally or spirituelly. .. .. It is plain
then that you cannot judge Mexicans or Mexieo by the people you see here. They
are essentially from the lower ignorant ¢lass. I do not believe there are more
than five educatsd Mexicans of some quality here. We have no npper ¢lass pecple
-here at all. '

Other observetions by Mexicans may be cited in evidence of the sense
of class difference between themselves and those whom they regerd
as below them; usually they were offered by way of more or less
apologetic explanation to us as Americans.

Bome of the Mexicans have nothing in their heads, so they ornament themselves
snd think if they dress neat and amart they are all right.

The Merxicans here are & lower class. . . . . In Mexico we have these Mexicans
28 cheap servanis.

Iéon’thavemanyMeﬁeﬁMenﬁam I want to associate only with the
best people, and most of the Mexicans ars of & low class.

The North Ameriean sees only the crudest Mexicans, los rudse, los tadics.1s2

A Mexican bank elerk, when extension of invitations to laborers te &
settlement party wag under consideration, seid: -

Don’t invite those men; they are too primitive.
A Mesican woman, wife of 2 small business man, said: .

The people from Old Mexico hers disgrace the real Mexicans. In Mexico a
ot of the people that are here were either servauts or mouatain Indians. There

101 Redfield. Compare ths exclamation of an educated ‘Mexican woman when
we pointed out ‘‘her countrymen’’ in the camps of the San Joaguin Valley,
Celifornis: **Ohl those are Indiansi’’
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ars msny peone from the haciendns here too. ‘Thers they were unculiured and
savage. Here they dress like eivilited people and set well, but do not pick up
any educetion or manners,

The attitude of Americans in the Chicsgo-Gary region toward
Mexicans has already been suggested at various points, Its range may
be given here in a few quotations. The first is the statement of &
minor executive of the malleable iron plant which had unsatisfactory
experience with its Mexican laborers:

The educated, higher-type Mexicans are Iike us; fhey’re brainy. They’re not
damned forvigners; they’re wise foreigners. And they have manueriams {#io) aud
learn two or three langusges. Then they try to get diplomatie or sther jobe where
they can uese their manneriyms and their languages. Bui the downtrodden peon
group which we get,—they’re seum; Hell, wo can’t do anything with them,
Very characteristic was the remark of an employment manager who
obviously did not care for the typical Mexican laborers:

Of course there are execeptions; there are ziways excoptiona fhavamet

Mexican people who are fine, aa fino ss anybody, but they are mostly of Spesnish
descent—peopla whe have kept up their cuiture.

" This selection for commendation of the “*Spanish’’ type is generzlly
resented by Mexieans in the United States whatever their race or
class. The third statement was by & Mexiecan:

My wife is an American and we have a four-year-gld child., A neighbor said
within hearing of my wife, ‘?Too bad she is a half-breed.’? Some dark Mewxican
friends visited us over & week-end. A neighbor said, ‘*Did you know you had
colored guests?’? -

A nurse of the Infant Welfare Society said:

Weo are uwsed to the srrogance of the Italiana, Poles, and others, s0 ws Like the
ways of the Mexicans, -

Britton and Constable wrote enthusiastieally:

- « + » generally speaking our contact has impressed upon us the fact that the
average Merican has nnnsual native intelligence, & very plessing coartesy and a
marked ability o get along hoppily in very poor surroundings snd with few or no
possessions. Theee nsfive instincts make them, in car opinion, a very deeirabla
addition to our Ameriean mixture,
Doubtless, it was Americans like those guoted last, rather than the
man guoted first, to whom Mexicans referred when they said, *‘The
real Americans are good to us.”’

In contrast with the social isolation described, there were frequent
evidences of friendly relations between not only Amerieans and
Mexicans, but between individuals of European nationalities and
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Mexicans. The friction having been presented in some detail, it is
appropriate o give attention to some of the many instances of friendly
eontaets, the effect of which is to moderate the strained relations which
so frequently prevsil. As a Mexican said:

‘When some individuasl Americans are friendly to us, it makes us feel more
friendly o the Americans. ’
Many young Mexican men board with families of European nationali-
ties, Austrians, Creatians, and others, even Poles and Lithuanians,
An Irish housekeeper in South Chicago had good words for the Mexi-
eans; although deploring their shootings and knifings among their
own, people, she said:

The Mexicans are all right; fine people. If you don’t bother them, they won’t
bother you. They are & lot bettor than the Negrose. Bteady workers, fine fellows,
and they like to work, If they get out of werk, they’re down there by the fence
bright and early and looking for s job the next moming.

A Mexican who lived in a fiat above & Polish family said:

There is a Polisk family living downstairs. We got along well with them.
They owzn the houses and we are its only tenants. The Jady and I are quite
friondly; she dees not know much Englisk &nd no Spanigh, I understand some
Polish and with & few words we gei by,

Redfield reports an Irish woman in the Brighton Park colony who
said she liked the Mexicans:

They’re nice people if you leave them nlone.
Greeks and Mexicans had very little contact with each other, even
when they Lived in the same areas, a8 they do in the vieinity of Hull
House; the Italians had more contacty with Mexicans, A Greek
expressed a view which we frequently heard:

The Iteliane get on best with the Mexicans because they understand each
other’s langusge.

An Ttalian, formerly a social worker, said:

Among the neighbors of the Maxicans there is generally no race fecling. The
Italians fool that the Mexican i3 a Latin.

Redfield, too, reported friendly feelings toward Italians on the part
of Mexieans:

T like the Italians and the Americans; they are simpdtico. But the Poles . . . .
{s look of disgust]. ;
With the increase in numbers of Mexicans, some hostility from the
Italians, too, had developed. Between Settlement House and similar
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social workers and Mexicans, relations were most eordial. But so far
as Mexicans and their European neighbors are concerned, it appears
that even where friendly words are spoken, the relations are largely
of the ‘‘live and let live’’ variety, and the isolation of the group
remains despite the friendliness of individuals. The exception to this
statement, if any, is the relation of Mexicans and Spaniards, and to
Hispanie Americans.’®?

Toward the Spaniards, who are prinecipally in Chicago and Gary,
there were much more friendly feelings than toward other European
nationalities. Although common langnage and cultural traditions
seem to explain this, it is nevertheless of particular interest in view
of the characteristic antagonism toward Spaniards in Mexico. In
Mexice the Spaniards are usually of the business elasses and often
rural salesmen or merchants, who are regarded as exploiters, but sinee
in the United States both are in a strange land sxd of about the game
social and economic status, the relations between them are tempered.

This friendliness appears partly in the organized activities of the
colony. In Gary some Mexican girls were entered in a Spanish ““popu-
larity'’ contest. Some Mexicans were members of the Spanish soclety
Ibherc-Americano of Chieage and the Unifn Benefica Espaiiola of
Gery, and & benefit for a ““temple for the Mexican eolony of Chicago™
was said to have aroused ‘‘great enthusiasm among the Mexican and
Spanish colony.?’1¢®

The conception of Latin Ameriea, united against the common
northern ‘“enemy,’’ was utilized as an appeal to unite the Hispanie
Americang of Chieago.

In Usion There is Strength.

There are in Chicago a good many secieties, organieations, snd elubs which
havo mueh suppert from the Spanish-spesking eclement of this city, bat, though
we hate to admit it, few of them fend to ounify the Hispanie Americans, who,
being in a foreign country, and above all in a country which is considered an
enemy of ours, should not consider themmeives from different nutions, bui from &
single sountry—Higpanic America. . .. .

Wo rocall that Americans almost nover distingnish between us, and alweys
esll us *Spanish.’’ Te them {becanse of their lack of knowledge of geography)
it is all the same whether one is Mexicar or Bpamish, Chilean, Nisaraguan,
Argentinian or Salvadoran. To¢ them we are all {Spenish.”? Let us then redeem

our race. Leob us make sure that the ‘‘Spanish,’* {whick we will transiate to
Hispanic American) pre recognized in the group of important colonios of Chieago.

182 Tho torm Hispanic American is used here in contradistinetion to the term
Spanish-American, applied to persors of Spenish or Indo-Spanish- descent who
inhabited the territory in southern Colorade snd New Mexico whick becamo part
of the United Stutes in 1843.

162 M amico, Ocstober 16, 1930,
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Wouldn’t it be better for these groups, now complstely disunited, to join in
forming one oaly, strong and powerful, whick would say much for ocur Indo-Spanish
race in this cityTies
Like the efforts to unify the Mexican societies, this suggestion was not
carried out, but it indicates the feeling of solidarity. The Club Cul-
tural Latino- Americano, although organized by Mexicans, significantly
planned for the admission of other Latin Americans. Also significant
is the unigue instance of the successful use of & Filipino, married to
a Mexican, as 8 worker among Mexicans at & leading settlement house.

Despite the friction between Europesan and Mexican immigrants,
indeed at times augmenting it, there was some intermarriage between
Mexicans, almost always men, and Earopeans of the first or second
generation. Among the specific instances of intermarriage cited to
us were included Poles, Italians, Germans, Jews, Negroes, and & very
few Lithuanians, Irish, Greeks, and French, There were also “ Amer-
icans,”’ many of whom were doubtless second generation of European
nationalities, just as many second generation Americans were doubt-
less included in the references to the specific European nationalities.
There were also intermarriages with Cubans, Argentinians, and other
South or Central Americans. The number of Mexican women who
hed intermarried was very small, I was told of only six instances;
three had married Cubans, and one each an Ytalian, an Argentinian,
and a Negro.

The number of marriages between Mexicans of course far exceeded
the number of intermarriages with persons of other natiomalities.
Mexican girls were either brought to the region by their families and
relatives, or Mexican men went to Mexico for a visit, and refurned
with & bride. The latter was a frequent, indeed, a preferred course of
aetionn. While no statistical data were available, one obtaing the very
elear impression thaf as in Bethlehem, the proportion of intermar-
riages far exceeds those which take place in rural areas of the South-
west. Whether they exceed the proportion which takes place in San
Antonio or some of the Texas border cities is & diffsrent question,
which we are not prepared to answer.

Varions commenis were offered by way of explanation of the
intermarriages which took place. Their character was frequently
affected by the point of view, but the partial truths, or the truths
concerning some cases, when assembled, are illuminating. Some
emphasized the low character of the women who married Mexican

18¢ La Notipia Mundial, Januvary 28, 1628,
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men, doubtless & fact in some instances. For example, two persons,
one & Settlement resident in Chicago, the other a Polish business man
in Gary, coneluded their remarks on the subject by adding, ““But
the women were of the prostitute type,’”” and “‘but with low class
white women who are prostitutes.”” The last speaker continued:

They stay with them while they provide a goed living, and then, some of the
Mexicans gre handsome.

A second generation American near the stockyards indicated anotber
type of American which sometimes married Mexicans:

Somotimes girls whe don’t seo chances fo get other men, snd soe 3 Mexican
whom they think has money, they will merry him,

A Mexican social worker observed correctly the range in type of
persons who intermarried:

There are some marriages to girls who are all right and somse to giris of loose
morals. Bome of the sccond generation European girls pbuse the freedom of
women which prevaily here, They kave dragged down some Mexican boys. The
young Mexicans ere handsome and the girls like them.

Some of the women who married Mexieans were obviously persons of
high type; some undoubtedly were not. Also, there was a wide range
of social type among even the Mexican laborers.

Corroboration of the atiractiveness of Mexicans came from a
Spanish American woman with opportunity to ohserve:

The Light haired girls seem to like the Mexicans here. If the Mexicans were
better educatad there wonld be more intermarringe. The American girls like them.
Tho Polish girls like the Mexicans at the dances, They are polite, well-mannered,
and remantie.

A Mexiean man agreed that the Polish girls liked the mannets of the
Mexicans, but felt that their dark eolor was a handieap in the eyes
of European girls, even the Polish.

Some of the intermarriages appeared {o continue satisfactorily to
the parties immediately econcerned, others mot. Of the latter type
were fwo instances reported to us:

Ons Amerissn wife boeams ashamed of her Mexican husbend aad loft him and

her two childrer. Anothor left after the first baby camo, and took the baby. The
infinencs of the mother-in-law was felt in the latier case

Of two Mexican-Polish marriages reported by an intimate observer,
one was then ending in divorce, the other was said to be “‘very
happy.’’ The Mexicans in both instances were educated laborers
of the better type, probably lower middle class in Mexico. Some
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Mexicans who intermarried were Catholics and some were not. Their
wives were sometimes of the same religion and sometimes not. Since
European girls were frequently Catholie, the religious barrier was
naturally less than in some of the rural areas where the American
population was generally Protestant.

By those who were not themselves participanis in intermarriage,
opinions were readily expressed as to its desirability. That Polish
and Lithuanian men were generally hostile has already been indicated.
A Lithuanian father near the stockyards disowned his daughter for
intermarrying; my informant, deseribing the father’s violent feelings,
said:

I mentioned to a Lithuanian father his danghter who had married s Mexican.
He replied, *Don’t you talk to me [about] that L Ead

In Gary it was reported:

Recently the Polish parents spposed strenuonsly their daughter’s marriage to
& Mericas. They drove the girl out of the house and she went fo the house of .
the [married] brother of her Mexicar sweetheart. The parents fiaslly took the
girl bask but did not let her see her Mexican swestheart, so finally they met
secrotly and were married.

In general, but not always, the a priori attitude of Mexicans
toward intermarriage was one of opposition. Illustrative of the excep-
tional was the belief of a Mexican laborer of white complexion who
said that in respeet to intermarriage ‘‘the Italians, Poles, and Mexi-
cans and others are equal.”’ Indeed, a Spanish Ameriean with good
opportunity to observe, thought that ‘‘intermarriage kind of flatters
the Mexicans, though I have not talked with them about it.”’ The
reasons for opposition included rather vague beliefs that “*it is better
to marry one’s own nationality,’’ and a statement suggesting a mild
pride in race purity:

As for intermarriage, that is something you camnof tell. Bai the children
would be mixed up after & fow generstions and would not know what they were.

‘With those whose customs and background were closest, such as
Cubans, Central and South Americans, the thought that marrisge was
an intermarriage hardly arose. .As s Moxican said significantly, “‘but
wa eount them the same as the Mexicans.”” With reference to the
Iislians, 8 Mexican woman whose brother had married an Italian girl
noted the similarity of customs, but interestingly ascribed their con-
flicts o differcnces in custom, and their ahility to get along despite
differences, to & common ‘‘racial temper.”’
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He had married an Ttalian girl four years ago and mow has four childrem,
They get nlong well because they sre of the same Letin temper although enr
sustoms and those of the Italitne are slightly different,

From the point of view of the Mexicans, the principal ground for
opposing intermarriage was clearly the elash of customs whieh it
involved, rather than biological differences. Only one Mexiean sug-
gested to uvs the danger of national prejudices:

I think that it is better not to marry smether race moyhow. It might be all

right, but after the firsf when fusses begin to coms she might throw st me that
I am Mexican or I might throw st her that she iz American. I think that it
might canse trouble.
On the other hand, econcern was felt principally over the relations of
husband and wife, and the entry of women into industry, the very
confliets deseribed earlier which appeared with migration to this
urban-industrial American environment. The following statements
by Mexicans demonstrate this clearly; the first is by a Mexican mar-
ried to a Mexican, who was then opposing the suggestion of his wife
‘that she seek industrial employment.

The Mexicans are afraid that if they fake Polisk wives, they will go o work,
will meet other men, snd divorce the Mexican husband, The Mexicans beliove in
marrying permsnently.

Mexican hushands don’t want their Polish wivee fo go to work, and very few
bave gone to work, The Polish don’t want Mexicans ¢ marry their girls. Ths

Folea say they don’t want to mix white with yellow blood; but they don’t know
that our skin is dark but car blood is white

A mi&éle-age& Mexiean mother expressed a similar apgréhension:

There are some Mexiean boys who have married Polish girls and some Ameri-
cans, I suppose they zre happy and get along, but I imagipe it ia very hard to
adjust themsslves to mew conditions. The Mexican has hie idess and customs
snd the girls hare have theirs. Here they can work even if they are married; in
Meryico we never think of it.

A young Mexican Indian track laborer was less articulate, but he
evidently had similar confliet in mind when he said characteristically,
after remarking that intermarriages **don’t last over a year or two,”’

It is best to get a girl from Old Mexico when ane wishes to marry.

A better educated Mexiean expressed the same ides more fully, adding
the interesting sidelight on the high cost of competition for Mexican
wives in this region:

The men prefer to marry girls from Mexico. They do not like the wneertain-
tiee that go with a mixed marriage, ~The customs are different snd the women
&re used to having so many liberties herve that the well meaning intentions aad
safeguards of the husband would be misunderstend by their American wives.



1832} Mexscan Labor in the United States 251

It is sheaper to go to Mexico and marry than fo get & wife here. The girls
& 50 few here that you have to go soms to get onme. You have to briag them
all sorta of presents and to cinch the thing you have to bay an astomobila Down
there you have to have a strong heart and = good tongue. AN you need is ruil-
road fare botk ways and you have s little vecation in the mesntimae, ’

The wife of the preceding speaker gave furtiier_ details of the bases for
disbelieving in intermarriage. She began by referring to a specifie
couple:

They get by well but X doubt if they mre happy. She comes in here to buy
Mexican things to caf, but I don’t know whether she eats them, or he eats them
slone; she must want the other foods sghe ale &b homs, I am sure. Then the
Mexisan customs are so very differsnt from the Ameriean that it must ho & hard
time for both ¢f them. I should imagine it would be hard to adjust themselves to
a change like that, The Mexican husband ia master in hix hovss, What he says
is law. He is at times hard and cruel. Amony the lower classes sven, more 80, the
wife being but & servant or slave. Cun you imagine an American girl being a |
slave tc a Mexican lshorer here whe was a peon or sierra Indian in Mexico?
I do not think such a marriage would seeceed. A Moxican hushand would not
stand for all the liberties that an American woman takes. She souvid net go out
alone te social functions beeause in Mexien hor husband would have fo take her.

Now there is the case of & Mexican hoy who mearried aa American gbl. He
was of the lower class and not oducated. Hs could hardly sign his name and ean’
read Spanish. He came from a fowa in the sierras of Jalinco; he is almost & wild
Indian, They sre very hard on their wives, often beating them. Do yen think she
hax an easy Hfe? I do not. He hed a job end his work was steady. She knew
that since he was a Mexican all she had to do wsas to marry him end she would
have & home, Then ghe knew also that marrying & Merican, she would not have
to work [eutside the home], since Mesican married women do not work., A mar-
riage like thai will not Iast. She will leavs him when he loses his work or the
money stops coming for some reason or other. Then he might get tired of her
spending, or her liberties, and leave her. She goes out alone now when he works,
and comen home with others. Nobedy approved of that affair or marriage He
has lost easte with the Mevicans, even though he married to gain easte, I supposs

Americans were naturally less likely to have focused their atten-
tion upon the question of intermarriage than were the Mexicans., For
them it was a more abstract, hypothetical possibility when the matter
was brought to their attention. Furthermore, the answers to our
queries on this point were from men, and as Americans, they were
more likely to deal with the general principle of race mixture than to
reflect on the possibilities of harmonious marriage. As an Ameriean
business man said:

Personally, I hope they won’t mix with the whites. I have a prejudics on ghs
subject. .

And snother American, a plant superintendent, contented himself
with the apparently sufficient reply, *‘I hope not.”’ However, the feel-
ing that Mexieans were another race to whom the customary ban
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against race mixture should be applied was not nearly so general as
in the rural areas studied. Thus, a steel mill superintendent dis-
tinguished sharply between Negroes and Mexicans in this respect:

I don’t believe in intermarriage with the colored, but I do believe in giving
them an equal chance. Intermarry with a Mexicant Why not! They are inter-
marrying now,

In discussion of the social contacts of Mexicans with others in
Chicago and the Calumet region, the relations of Mexicans and
Negroes merit some separate consideration. In several of the Mexiean
colonies in this area, notably in South Chieago, Indians Harbor, and
Gary, but to a lesser extent in other places, the Mexicans established
their quarters in the same streets as Negroes, often in the same houses.
This proximity was favored by the poverty of both peoples and the
weakmess of the race feelings of Mexicans apainst Negroos, A social
worker related an experience in the vicinity of Hull House fypical
of many:

The Mexicans don’t seem to have much prejudice ageinst Neogroes. I took oae
of the first Mexican families here [1917] to a Negro family to secure lodging,
The Mexican family did not cbject at all to staying with the Negroes, but I bavs

never soen Neogroes in the intimate affairs of Mexieans, for example at the
christemings as godfathers, ete.

The particuler family referred to was a good type, middie class family,
forced by economic breakdown and polifical insecurity te leave Mexico
and begin work at common labor, with the women of the family oper-
ating a boarding house. Redfield, reporting what he saw in South
Chicago in 1924, about a year and 2 half affer the heavy influx of
Mexicans, said:

The Negrces and the Mexicans Live together—Negroes upstairs, Mexicans
below, or Maxicans occupy shacks in the back yard of Negro dwellings,
The antipathy of other nationslities toward Mexicans was further
eonducive to establishment of relations between Negroes snd Mexicans,
As a Mexican who regretied any intimacies between them said:

It is trne that the Mexicans feel alone in the United States, and sbout the
only people who talk to them are the Negroes, who speak to them amilingly.

Among the results of this proximity and the high proportion of
young Mexican males, were sex relations between Mexican men and
Negro women ranging from prostitutiion to marriage, both with and
without legal sanetion. The instances of intermarriage were not
_numerouns, but were so frequent that any Mexican asked about the
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subject always knew that such cases existed in his colony, and often
knew the participants.

The conversation of & Mexican who asked another why he had
married & Negress was revealing of the eircumstances under which
intermarriage might take place:

He replied, ‘T asked & Mexican gitl, and she wouldn’t, and I don™t know
whites, 80 I had to marry a Negro.

Interestingly, one Mexiean said that Negresses were preferred in some
cases to Mexicen girls who had attained ‘*too much liberty’ by resi-
‘dence in the United States:

Some of the Mexicans who marry colored say it is beecsuse thers aren’ many

Mexican girls and they don’t like the Mexican girls who are here The Mexican
men bere say that the Mexican girls of the United States have too mush liberty.

This comment is in harmony with the statement occasionally heard
here and elsewhere that the Mexican girle were worse than American
girls, since the latter were accustomed to liberty and knew how to use
it, while the former did not know kow to use newly aequired liberty
with discretion. Another basis for inter-relations was indicated by a
Mexiean who said :

A faw marry or live with Negroea. The Negresses have money and support the
msn,

Some intermarriages were apparently satisfactory to the partiei-
pants. An American who knew the Mexicans well, said :

I have seen happy marriages of Negroee and Mexicana.

But the Mexicans suffered in the estimation of others by their rela-
tions with the Negroes. Americans sometimey advised them to move
away from Negro neighborhoods, or not to associate intimately with
them, At least one American had directly told a Mexican leader ‘‘to
tell the Mexicans not to live with the Negresses.”’ A drug derk simply
condemned them:

They mix up with the Negroes, and that’s rotten!

In the main, the Mexicans, Texas Mexicans, and Spanish Ameri-
cans were squally strongly opposed to intimate relations with the
Negroes, either beeause they had ascquired race antipathies foward
them, or were sensitive to the white American stigma attaching to
them because of such interrelations, or both. Illustrative of the dom-
inant attitude, the Mexicans expressed regret in Indiane Harhor, that
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they had previously loeated their Catholic ehnreh in the Negro neigh-
borhood. A Mexican woman, speaking of some Mexican dances in
Gary, said:

I buve been there many times, bot I have never seen Neogroes at any of these

dances. I think they understand their inferiority and stay sway from the denees
in Gary. :

On the eontrary, it was reported that & few Mexicans sometimes were
in attendance at 2 dance hall in the black belt at 47th and Grand in
Chicago.

A Spanish American of some edueation, sepsitive to the diserimina-
tions to which he had beenr subjected on aceount, he believed, of his
ecompliexion, said:

The Mexicans don’t like the Negroes becanse they are rough-mannered snd
becanse of their color. Also they object to the smell of the Negroes. Some Meoi-
cans 82y they do not want to go certain plsces becauns there are sc many pricios
[in this ease, Nogroea].

A Texas-Mexican revealed both the reaction characteristic of a white
southerner to the absence of ““Jim Crow'® cars in the North'and at
the same time & temperateness which did not approve of “Jim Crow”’
in principle:

We invite white people and everybody to our dancea. No, mot thas Negroes;
they doa’t live here [but they did]. Well, I am a Southerner and yon know how
they feel about the Negroes. The firgt time I came North I was surprised fo see
& big Negro sitting by o white Iady. But you find good snd dad among sll people,
and the Negroes should be treated just as good ss eny if they behave. They sre
haman, They should not keep them awsy in ears, waiting rooms, ete., becanse
they are darker, :

The attack of Mexicans on intermarriage of their countrymen with
Negresses, however, was nearly always unqualified and vigorous. The
following replies of Mexicans to inquiries will illustrate:

‘We have a hard emoogh time aa it is with sceial diecriminations; why have
more trouble by marrying Negroes?
They don 't like to see them degrade their race.

Many of the Mexitans mix with the sclored women, but it lowera the preetige
of the meo

The Mexicans hate to see other Mexicans marry colored people. They’re human
beings the same 88 everybody but it looks bad smong the peopla

The Mexicans don’t want to bo classed with the Nogroes. The Mexizans who
marry Negroes are oatrseised and regarded sa having degraded themselves.
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The stigma among Mexicans attaching to persoms of color was
sufficiently weak so that intermarriages took place; nevertheless, most
Mexicans were conscious that this incurred soeial disapproval of other
nationalities which tended to extend 1o Mexieans generally, and they
were secking with suceess fo build up a similar social taboo among
their own people, )

Despite the lack of intimaey and even friction between Mexicans
and other nationalities in the Chicago-Gary ares, and many evidences
of the same desire to isolate Mexicans socially which was a2 dominant
characteristic of the rural aress studied, it is clear also that the
contacts between Mexicans and other nationalities are much more
numerous and, effective in the former region.

The Mexicans work beside other naticnalities in industry. They
live among other immigrants as neighbors, in the same houses, or even
as boarders in their homes and boarding houses. To a limited extent
they attend the amusements attended by other nationalities, and even
in some instances intermarry with their women. Appresiable numbers
of adylts attend night classes conducted under public or private
auspices, and the children attend school in high proportions and
without segregation. Settlements, religious bodies under Ameriesn
aunspices, and social agencies such ss visiting nurses, infant welfars
nurses, charities, all take the initiative in establishing snd maintain-
ing friendly contacts which almost invariably compel some cultural
adaptations on the part of the Mexicans These contacts are more
insistent and pervasive than similar contacts in agricultural com-
munities. Here, under urban and industrial conditions rather thgn
in the roral areas, the Mexican immigrants are thrown into the eul-
tural and biological ‘‘melting pot’’ which for decades preceding has
had the European immigrants as chief ingredients. The Mexicans
themselves are fully conscious of the greater cuitural shoek of resi-
dence in the Chicago-Gary region. One is not told in Chieago, as we
were by a Mexican woman living on a farm in Imperial Valley, that
Life is about the same in the United States as in Mexico.

The retardation of assimilation of Mexicans comes most effectively,
not from those Mexicans who exhort their countrymen to resist ‘‘de-
Mexicanization’’; rather, sinee many Awmericans and Europeans hold
the attitude which they do, the simple fact pointed out by a Settlement
resident “‘that there is not much chance of a Mexican mingling with
& erowd without recognition because of his color’’ is at present a
major obstacle to assimilation. But one is told freguently, both'in
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this region and in the Souathwest, that the North is preferred to the
Southwest not only beeause wages are beiter, but because there is
less distincién. The obstacle of race is more essily surmounnted here
than in the agricultural regions, and if is munch less important than
is the obstacle of color to assimilation of Negroes in the same urban
eenter; but it eonstitutes a retarding factor different from and more
persistently effective than that which was presented by the migration
ef Europeans to this same region,
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V.

FIELD NOTES

The first group of notes shows types of Mexican laborers, some of
them roving solos without women-folk, others with their families, who
recount their migrations and reveal in flashes significant aspeets of
thair lives, their work, and characteristie, though often diverse afti-
tudes towards them.

A Mexiecan in Qary:

I came to Gary on June 3, 1927, from near Zamora, Michoacdn., I had to leave
because the revolution was muy fueris; I sould not make » living for my wife and
mix children. Wo had formerly all been in the United States, snd we had gone
back to Mexieo to stay permanently, buf when X could not make a living I left
my wife and children and came to the United States. Qur #erra bas mere believers
in the teachings of cur forefathers [Catholies]; for this reason the reveluiion is
stronger in Jalisco, Guanajuste, and Michoscin. I wend $30 every two weeks to
my wife and children.

From 1916 to 1921 I worked in & roundhouse &t Dodge City, Eansas. Work
was plentiful at that tims, and when I left there, I did not intend to over retumn
to the United Statea bot was forced to do so. I weant my boys to lears trades in
Maxico, 8o that they won’t have to come hore. I want all my children £o stay in
school as long aa possible. "‘We live here like birds of the air. As long ax there is
work in the steel mills, we stay; when work closes down, we are away to any place
we can hear of steady work. 'We make more money in the mills and for that
reason we stay there as long ss there is work. I have me other outlock than to
keep on working uutil I die. I was = farmer in Mexico, I raised corn, wheat, snd
boes, ¥£ Y had 32,000 I would rent & farm here, bring my family, and live con-
tentedly. My wife wants me to send for her. Women’s work is easier hore than
in Mexico, My wife didn’t want to send me s piciure of the children for fear the
pieture would satisfy my homesickness and I would not want to return to Mexico.

Any place iz good to live in if there is plenty of work. In Mexies X owa s
Little place and only have to pay $1 per year for taxes. Here, if one does not have
work, one is lost. If I.had the money to open & store or remt & farm, I would
bring my family, but I do not want my family to have fo suffer hpre, in ease I
should be laid off or lose my jobh.

A stesl worker in South Chicago:

This man on his day off from the mills was falking Mexican poli-
ties with others in & small Mexican news shop. He condemned the
mal gobisrno of Porfirio Disz and favored vigorous presecution of the
government campaign then in progress against the ‘‘religious rebels’
of Jalisco,
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I spent my youth on & mamoheric in Jalisco nomr the town of Le Quemada.
There were pleaty of cattls and sheep in that land and thore still are. There is
plenty of wild Efe and gams and I hunted for weeks; thers are lots of pumss and
cougars in the thick foresta and jungles, Yom could go for days st a stretch and
800 no one  Fruits were plentiful and will. When I think of some of the lean
days I have passed in this country and the plenty of our Iand in Jalisco it makes
me sad st the very recollection. .

I worked on this ronsherfe until 1910. Then I went to Matamores in the state
of Tameulipas whero I worked on & farm ¢ill 1815. One night I crossed the border
in the dark and I was in the state of Texas. No one bothered me, there were
plenty of Mexicans there, and I was orly cne of many.

My st job in the United States was on the track. I worked there for one
day at $1.25 = day. The work wag too hard and the pay was not enough, ao I left.
In those days they paid twelve and & half cents sn hour and you sweated for ten
hoors.

I then went {o work in a quarty where they paid $1.35 & day and you only
worked nine hours. I was just a lehorer but they paid a little more because the
work was dangerons. Men would be-hit by rocks falling or from dynamiting, snd
some weare killed, The blaster’s helper who was Iialian got sick and my chance
came, It was a very risky job because you had to light the dynamite fuses short
and then ran. The foreman asked wll of ux if someone wanted to ssbetitute. No
sno answered. Thea the superintendent came cut and asked for & volunteer, QCuly
silenco. Finally I came ouf and said I would take it if thoy gave ms the blaster’s
holper’s pay. They did and I fook the job I was burt by some rocks and scraps
sometimes on sceount of short fuses they gavo us but I got away with my life

The helper came back and I went to work on the old job. I bad had my chanse
and mads good on it and I feit satisfied. In o month the blaster was again taken
sick and left for the hospital with appendicitia, The Italizn helper was afraid te
take the job and that night he left so they would not ask him to feke it ithe
next moraing. I got the job after they had offered it to two other Italians snd
B2d heen refused.

The foreman and the superintendent both came ount to?.ueh me and supervise
my work for a while. I did as they said for a few days and then I suggested to
_ them’ o new way which wo had used in Mexico in blasting out the rocks aad old

troe trunks. Their way was slow, cumborsome, and dangerous although they said
it way sconomicsl Boeause of this I pledged my first half cheek if my way shounld
fail or be costlier, The superintendent tock up my offer. Ho waiched carefuliy,
donbting all the time, Bat I got my check.

After being three months from lMexico I was making $7 o day in 1915 when
the others were making one. This made some of the Italians sore but they counld
say nothing, Five months Iater I went to town Baturday night. I got in with a
crowd of friends from Jalisco and we celebrated our reunion. We went {0 some
saioons end qther places and I just don’t know what happened but I woke up in
Denver sleeping in & box car

I liked the north country and I traveled arcund working om the railroads iz
the states of Wyoming, Colorado, Ttah, and Idahe. I worked for the Uniom
Pazific where they had Japanese and on the Chicago and Nerthwestern. I driftad
oast on this road from section to section and got into Chicago in 1923. There was
some work then but in & year or so it was very good. In 1024 I went to work
for the stesl mills snd I have heor there sinee. I have been lsid off sometimes
but my Eaglish helps me. I learned that in Wyoming where I was alone and
there were 0o othor Mexicans., You work very hard at the mills but it pays well
" and it iz regular if you do your work and bave been there some tima.
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A Spanish American on Canal Street:

Seated on an ash can I entered in conversation with one of the
boys who wore the usual denim overalls and jacket and his good suit
under that. All that he owned he apparently had with him. He was
going to work soon, how soon he did not know. :

I was bora om A farm mear Albuquerque, New Mexico. I lived on that farm
with my family ¢ill I was old enough to work. Everyone around us spoke and
read Spanish and while the boys and girls were supposed to go to sehool, we did,
»ot go and no one eame after us. Most of my friends never learned English and
1 bad no occasion to usa it till T came to Chieago two years ago.

When I got old encugh to ride & horse I went to work I worked on the catile
ranches in New Mexico for & long, long time. I worked for an old Germar whe
hkod us very much. He had & large family and had me teach his children Spanish,
He spoke Bpanish himself and o little Amgrican, The children spoke little German,
good Spanish, and later spoke American, That wes the Nfs and T Xked it then,
I expect {¢ go back some day. Pleniy of milk to drink, good things to eet, snd
rids the horse sll doy. Maybe onee in & while work in his littls garden with the
flowers and vegetables.

I did not like the way some of our Mexisan [ie., Spanish Ameriean] people
whe had beemn born here treated thoss from Mexico. They talked about them,
sided with the Americans against them at times, and 4id not help them very much.
I think they shonld be ashmmed of it. We are ali of the same race and phould
stisk together. The ether people [Americans] when they see us divided do mob
think »0 much of us and do what they want with us

I worked in Texes for s while and there the Texans were bad. I have seen
many people treal Mexicans bad but they are the worst of all. Whenever I was
out ba the range riding hareback, they stopped me, asked me who I was, where I
lived, where I worked, and if I did not answer fast emoungh they hit me with
the whip. I did not like that and hated thesn for if. I kad no gun or would bave
killod some somotimes the way thoy treated me and the wey I felt.

I loft Texss bocaunss it was & hard life there and came to Chicage. I came
by working on the different railroad sections from that stafe here. It iz very
hard work and I do not like it. The beet ficlds are hard work, teo, and I shall
stay awsy from thera. When I came to town I knew no one and slepé in the
park the first fow nights. Ii was warm and I had done thaf befors on the range
and I did oot mind it

I went to work in g candy atore then as a porter and dishwasher for a while.
Then I met & man who workad at the Steveas Hotel and he took 'me there when
he heard there wam a job open. It waa a nice piace to work, We ate very well
there and got sevemty-five dellars s month besides. But the work was st night
and it was for ten hours. That’s too long and you miss all the life having to
work at night. I like to have the evenings to myseif and do something.

I intend to go back t0 the railread and work esst into Pennsylvania. I have
% friead who is working for the steel mills in Johastown. 1 would like {0 work
in & eandy fastory like the Baby Ruth but I know kittle English and have little
experienca so I guess I have little chanca, Besides I heard they are quite full
now sc I guess I’ll go east. I left the job at the Stevens Hotel three days ago
snd then this afternoon they cught to have my chock ready. My room mate
brings me my supper every night from the Stevens ¥otel so I don’t haw to
worry sbout eefing.
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A Mexican railroad worker on Canal Street:

It is but a year ago [1627] that I ¢ame to the United States from Mexiso,
It was not very quist there and I' 4id not want to get shot down from ono day
to the next. I had always worked on the farms and ranches thers, I like that
kind of life, riding horwes or working in the harvests. Whem I got here I knew
no English aud had to teke the first work that I could. Thai was on the railroad,
It was very hard work in Texas last summer and the foreman was s Bulgasian,
Mot of us wers Mexicans arnd he had fo treat us well. After two monihs X gave
it up and came to Kansag City and then I worked in Lincoln, Nebraska, for &
short time. I same to Chicsgo about nine months ago beeause I heard there were
& lot of Mexicang hore and since then I have worked on different sections around
here to see the country and wherever the work was best. For thet is our lot.
‘We don’t know the language and we have ne ready way of lsarning it so we go
from place to place, wherever we can get the best and get along, If thinge are
best for me in the steel mills I go there, if they ere best in the section I go thers,
The work, the conditions, and the wages are thinge wo look for,

The work in the steel mills while it iz very hard is very good. It is hot, it is
heavy work, but if it were regular work I would prefer it there. I tried to werk
there when I firet came to Chicage but since I kad no experiencs they would not
take me. Later I got on with the Inland Steel but that lasted omly a short time.
I have still the scars from the heat of the opep hearth furnaces. The pecking
housss are good to work for bnt they always take the experienced men. So you
seo the only thing left for us is ths section or the beet Selds. While I like the
farre life I think the beet fields are too herd on & man and I do not want to
break my back Then things are sc unhesithy in thoss campa. It is slways good
o got out in the section near soms river or creck where yon can go in bathing
or swimming sad clean up, Well, I have to go oot to-night, I don’t know where,
but just sc I soe some more of this country befere I ssttle down to a good job
some place.

The next group of interviews took place at one of the railread
labor eamps of a type frequently seen in and near Chicago. The camp
consists of old box-cars taken from their trucks. Additions have in
some ¢ases been built to provide extira rooms, covered porches, or
open floors. Theré are gardens, chickens, and even pigs, with the
usual cats and dogs. The first woman I spoke to lived in a box ear
with no additions. She had a family of four children and her hus-
band. One of the little boys had had an eye pecked out by one of the
chickens and her little baby was badly bow-legged. The house inside
was rather dark and dirty.

My hushand has been in this country ten years. e spemt many years in
Missouri working oz the railroad. I knew him befors he left Mexico and wo
always wrofe to one another. Our family wse not friendly with his. They would
not Isf un go together down there. Seven yearg age [1921] he came back to
Mexico becazse things were bad here. But they were worse down there sc we
got married there and came wp here. All our chiidren were born here in the
United States. It in fonr years since we have been living ‘at this camp. Before,
wo lved out in Towa. There wore few people from Mexiso along the tracks; they
wore mostly in the eities or in the beladel {sugar beets). I folt very lomely and

-
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sad out there. Hyre there nre more people from Mexico dnd I have someone fo

It is very mice here but I miss the vide alegre of Mexico very much. I long
$o go back and enjoy the fiestas and ceremonins of our country. We seldom lesve
our samp here. I do not care for the movies so much. They are nice but I sannot
reed the titles in English. My husband knows o little but sometimes we miss the
meaning of things and we are lost. We bave very few people who speak English
coming here. At times some of our friends from e puebls soms over for & nice
cool Sunday to spend the dey with ns. But I wish I wers back in Old Mexico.

The next man I spoke to had 2 box car with the addition of a
covered porch and screen for flies. His wife was sick but the rest of
the family was well. He had lately been an inmate of the Casa ds
Correceién for having carried & knife while on a'spree in town.

I loft Mexico in 1918 when there was good work in Texas My first job was
digging ditches and exeavating work down there. The good work lasted about 5
year and & half, Then came Ia oriviy and I was laid off. So were many, many
Mexicans. Some of them had worked there & long time but they kept the Ameri-
cans. It made some of us mad but what could we do? Nothing.

I went north to Detiroit in hopes thinge would be better. Then to Pifisburgh,
EBut they were worse. In 1923 I came to Chicago and worked for the steel mills,
I Hike the work there. It pays well. It is very hot and heavy but I eould stand
that, Then I was laid off, I did not havs work for throe months and I was
desperate. Finally I landed here. I have been hore four years.

The track work does not pay so wall but it is steady. Out here we get cur
coatl and water free. That mskes it very nice in the winter. I remember very
often how we would saffar from lack of heat in the winter. In the summer we
have ice and that is & great luvsry. We have no rent bill to pay and that makes
it vory much hetter than in town, There is always plenty of fresh air and sunshine
sad the children like it hers becamse they e¢un pley in the open couniry.

We get La Prensa here and when I finish reading it I paass it $0 someone elze.
Some of the others get papers from other places in Texss and there is one man
that gets & paper from Los Anpgeles in Californiz. That is a prefty place and I
have often heard so much about it. There are many Mexicans there and we hear
from them very often. Many of the people around here would like to go there
Thay say the people down there are 80 very happy and it is not cold like it is here,

The third man had quite an imposing dwelling. It had been ex-
panded from a single box car by the addition of three rooms and a good
eovered porch with floor. He had about thirty chickens and over cne
hundred chicks with & good chicken house. He had a large garden of
tomatoes, potatocs, and other vegetables and was quite proud of it.
He was the oldest resident of the eamp, having come there in 1920. He
had a large family of his own and some relatives were with him for
the time.

Bo you zome from Culifornis. I bave beem there too. Have you beenm im Los
Angeleg? Tsn’t thut = pretty town? And you know fhere sre many, many Mexi-
cans there. There are many socisdades and two Mexican shurches there. I apent
five years there; the work was always good. I left Los Angeles in 1918 beeauss

I heard that work was much better in the cast. If I had not been here so long
I cortainly would Iike to be back there
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When I came from Mexico in 1910 I went to New Orleans, There were a lot
of Negroes there and I did not like . I have never liked them aad try never to
get work near the Negroes. I .do not like to go into Chiecago becauwse there are
so many of them there. It made me mad when I was in Teras and Okiahoma to
be treated like a Negro and sometimes called one. That is another resscn I like
Californis. The people there anderstand the Mexicans and éreat them well, They
have kuown them for a long time and sre ussd to them, I guess,

« I know a little English, but I wish my children to know all thero is to kaow.
They are going to echool now snd I see that they stndy at night. I like to hear
them go over their lessons and sometimes I try to learn something but it is very
hard for an old head fo learn. My wife and girls like to go to the movise and
I often go with them {o sccompany them. But I liks it hore aud do not care so
much about them. I can’t read English so I don’t get any Eunglish pepers.
fSometimee the boys bring some home and I read the rétulos and look at the
picturcs,

The man that worked at the roundhouse had built himself a com-
fortable extra room and was just completing a covered porch. The
box car was well kept and clean. He had been working for the
company five years and in the roundhouse for three years. To cele-
brate his promotion from the section to the roundhouse he had taken
& trip to Mexico. He went away single and eame back & married man.
Now he has two children. Before coming to this camp he had worked
in various other parts of the country vagands y aventurando.

I loft Mexico right after the war and went to work in the copper mines of
Arizona. The work wes very hard there and I left. I them weunt fo work for the
railroad &t El Paso, Finally I came fo Dlinois werking on the Sants Pe. That
first winter was very kard and when I think of it now if is & mal suefio (night-
mare). I came out hero to work on the section five years ago. There wers soms
Grocks here then as well as Mexicans. I got along all right with them but some
of the others got into trouble. The Greeks always seemed to got out of it somehow
and the Mexicans took the blame or punishment. I was glad fo see them go
anxywsy. Now we have very little trouble except smong ourselves now and then.

Binee T worked ai tho roundhounss the foroman wanted me tc move up there
Buot I did not like it 80 much there; you san’t have & garden. It is always nies
to have &z garden; it is heaptifol, too, Then there is always smoke and seot and
things are very dirty up there. .If would not be good for the children and the
tracks make it dangerous. So I walk over & mile to work and back but it is

worth it

Among the Mexicans in Chicago is an apprecisble group of middie
¢lass, and lower middle class persons. These frequentiy are working,
-or have worked as laborers. Usually they seek fo rise above commeon
1abor, and are often successful in getting work as semi-skilled or skilled
workmen or lzbor sgents or they manage to sef up small businesses
muech &s pool halls, restaurants, barber shops, or printing shops. Here
.are presented & few first-hand acconnts which exhibit vividly the
migrations, cecupational shifts, and eeonomie struggles through which
these persons go.
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The first aecount is a very brief note in the third person on the
movements between points as remote as the mese ceniral of Mexico,
Alaska, and Pennsylvania, of a Mexican who in 1928 was operating a
barber shop in Indiana Harbor.

Oame from Jaliseo in 1913, a I ventura, First came to El Psso and for thres
months sold elothes for s Mexican tailor, Then he learned the barber irade. In
1915 he left for the American mrmy camp in [Deming?] New Mexico where he
remaingd five months. -In 1916 he weut to Pittsburg, where there were only seven
to ten Mexicans who were working on the Pennsylvania Railroad. He went to
Pittaburg because his brother was working in & machine shop there; for six
months he also worked in the shop. In 1917 he returned to Guadalsjara for six
monthe. Then he returned fo the TUnited States via Laredo and San Antonie,
remaining fifteen days in the latter place. Then ke came o Chieago for s month.
In 1918 he went to Omaha whers he remsined fiffeen days. Mexicanas were in
the railroad camps there st that time, Then he went to Cheyenne, Wyoming.
TUntil 1822 he was a machinist’s helper, and loft Cheyenne becauss of the shop-
man’s strike. Then ke came tc Salt Lake City and worked in & barber shop with
& Japeness for nine months. He joined the Mormons in the second ward In 1923
he went to Pocatollo, Idaho, and set up his own shop to eater to Mexicans in and
asround Pocatello in the beet fields, sugar factories, and on the track. There he
remained eight months to the end of 1923, Then he went to Portland, Oregon,
from where, after & few days, ho shipped to the Alnska canneries and went to
Now Sagak, Alazke. The workers were mainly Mexicans, Spaniards, and South
Americans, This work lasted four months,

In 1524 he returned to Portland and then weni to San Franeisce where he
worked iz a pips plant in South San Francisco for four months. In 1925 he
went to Oakiand where he worked with & Spaniard in a barber shop. He remained
there aix months, then went to Los Angelea where he worked in a barber shop for
$two months, Then he went back to Guadalajara for two monthe. In 1923 he came
to Indiaus Harbor; he had friends in Chicago bui not in Indians Harbor, Eere
be has his owz barber shop.

Thke following interview traces the fall from wealth o poverty,
eseape from the revolution, and sustained efforts fo rise through com-
mon, and semi-skilled labor to ownership of s smal]l printing business.

My father died when I was six years old. He left $25,000 in cash, and a big
store and farm worth snother $25,000. This was in San Andress de la Sierra
in Durango, in the gold and silver mining couniry. We then bhad bad Iuck We
had & large shipmenmt of goods in our warchouse, whem u flood swept away store,
warshouge and sverything. My mother saved only the cash. There were no banks
in the region, snd in those days, no bandits. We continued $o live there, spending
the mongy, for two years; then my mothor teok us io the city of Durango. We
came thers to be educated, and our mother to d¢ something with the remaining
money. She and my aunt set up & dressmsking shop. My sister and I made the
cardboard boxes, and the hair for wigs, efe. My mother was making good until
the first revolution eame. Orozeo’s soldiers in 1812 tock all our silk goods and
hair goods and Singer sowing machines, and burned the store for which we
supplied goods, So we lost mors monsy.
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Then I went to work in my uncle’s print shop and harned printing. From
1910 to 1918 we had the printing business of the bullfight and theater near us.
But in 1813 the revolation of Carranza and Villa against Huerts began. My encle
liked Dfaz g=d wrote zm article in favor of him; he mads some polities. Once
when thers was a battle near us his paper came omt with the mews that the
Fedorals had beaten the revolrtionista; but the revolutionists came into the city.
The paper ecame out 8t 3 P.u., and gt § an offlcer and eight soldiers were at the
shop. They remained in the shop until my nnele returned. Then they asked whe
was director, and how he got the information, ete. He replied, srying zomething
sbout free press. The officer hit him on the head with his pisto], znd teld the rest
of us be would shoot us all if ansther paper came out. Later the revolntionary
government said we might publish, but under thelr ceusorship. Bunt the theater
and the bullfight were closed, so we had to close the shop.

A Heutenant colomel of the revelutionists who kuew me before the revolution
offored me & commission as paymaster of his trocps. I was only 15 years old, but
I joined the Villa-Cmrzanrza army against Huerta., When Viila and OCarranzs
divided Mexico between them at Aguascalientes, I was with the Villa army, Ws
were fighting later in Tamaulipas. Onece we had = railroad to defend; we were
waiting for ammunition from the United States. When I opemed the car of
ammuonition I found the bullets were wooden builets with thin metal covering.
Carranza was protected by the United States and got goed ammumition. Lader
Carranza froops nsed different bore rifies, so the ammunition we eaptired from
him was no use for our riflee. Thia ix the way Obregén defeated Vills af Celays.

After this battle wa were going over the mountaing from Chihuabuz, I waw
that the whole army was dispersing. There were 126 mea in my troop ai first,
but at our review in Chihushua thers were only 25. Only two days afterward they
caught Villa st Agus Prieta. When I saw the army was dispersing, I deserted
in the night. I told the gemeral my horse was paralyzed and stiff, so he told me
to ride with him on the train. I pot into a freight car, and changed my uniform
to civilan clothes which I had. Before entering Ciudad Jufres I loft the train
to avoid the soldiers whe would watch the irsin, snd entered the city om foot.
I walked in and went zeross the bridge. I was then 17 years of sge.

I kad $700 of Villza money, but the Unitad States people wouldn’t shange it,
so I walked back to Cuidad Jufiree, I spent my $700 in half a day. Mesis cost
me $2C or twenty cemiz American. I made 40 centa from two Mexicans by paying
for their meals sad taking the American money from their. And when I bought
things with Villa money, I asked for & 6 cent bridge ticket in change, So I came
to the United States on October 4, 1915, with 40 cemta.

An employmant sgency to which I went zaid I was too young, and wouldn’s
give me a job when I came in with my good suit. Then I got & job for a day at
$2.50 working in concrete on the U. 8. Post Offies building, Them when I weat
&gain to the same agency, with my clothes dusty from the cement, they didn’t
remember me &nd sent me {0 work on the Sante Fg af Barr, Kansas, near Topeka.
I gave my age sa 21 fo get the job. I worked on the section. In the winter I
waz tranaferrod to Molhourns, Kanana, There wasn’t much work, and we were
working every third day; if the westher was bad wo missed that. It wes foo
oold; we didn’ have soal to beat our cars; so I bad fc run out, and went to
Emporia. Talking with a Mexican restaursant man thers, I learned there was
snother man from Purange in town, who I found wae onme of the printers from
my unele’s shop. I had no work, and he supported me for & month, while I
sooked his meals. Then I found work in the roundhouse unloading coal.

A man came cut from Esnsas City to get subscriptions for ¢! Cosmopolita.’?
The restasrant man told him he had two printers. Omniy cne waas needed, so when
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the order for one printer came I sant my friend who was more experionced. Two
days after he weni, I waa let off. Then I returned to Melbourne en an extra gang.
A rail on our track was found o be one inch from the emd of another by the
roadmaster, 8o he fired the American foreman, The Mexicans liked the foreman
and atruck unless he should be returned. The roadmaster tried to get the men
out of the cars, but they asked for their checks before they would get cut. So he
gave us our time. I got out and went to Topeka. I found they wero gotting men
for Chicago; so I paid #1 for a chance and emme here in 1916.

We came here on November 23, 1816; 17 aolos in box ¢srs. But the box cam
had bed bogs and were cold, se I got an apartment, In 1517 I sent money to my
mother and sister for tickets to come to Chicagn., I bought the furniture of a
Mexiean married {0 an American, who wag getting & divoree, and we hired a cook
and started & boarding house for Mexican lzhorers at 415 South Halstead Ia
1919 our cook quif, snd my mother wanted o quit runaning a boarding homse. So
we moved arsund thoe corner to 744 Tilden, where we lived one year.

I gquit my work at the roundhouss, where I had worked as a laborer since 1918,
axd went to work s a machiniat’a helper at Plamondon Company. One Mexican
machinist was working thers and he pot me the job, Im July, 1920, I asked
2 months’ permission to go to Durango. There I met a friend of my siater’s who
bkad beer a girl friend of mine and married her. When we returned to Chieago
in November 1820, the factory was elosed. My mother had moved because thoy
wore learing doown the other honse for a garsge. We lived with her for 2 years,
and one child was born thers, My mother had heart trouble snd was disturbed
by the crying of the baby we moved. I didn’t have very much work. I Rad
some ai the Armour Elevator Co. and then went to the Globe Die Company
foundry, where 1 worked uatil 1923 repairiag machines. In 1924 I worked in
the stesl yards at 16th and Kedrzie. I got jebs there for seven roomers at my
mothoer’s house,

In 1817 I bought a hand printing press, and printed eards and handbills, X
printed the rulez of the Bemito Jufrez Society wher it was reorganized in 1521,
I printed in the basement of my mother’s house at nighi. In July 1924 there was
no work at the Globe Die foundry. I saw en ad in the Chieago Tribune for drill
pross men. I weat and got the job. We drilled Spanish sombs, bracelets, efc,
for ptenes. On piece work I made $50 to $75 per weck. I made more than the
others; I mads my own drills from steel, while the others used iron whizh got
duill quickly. I stayed there & year uatil the eombs went out of style and there
waa no work. I had saved scme meoney, so I bought another press and starfed
in the printing business. I was paying $65 2 month rent, but there was not encugh
business, 80 on May 1, 1926, I moved hers.

I sterted & newspaper, and had to buy $300 of loose type, and hired men to
set it by kand. In February 1526 snother newspaper was started, I published
only about 12 weekly issues of 12 pages. The owner went broke, and gave me the
paper. I contivued it about & more weeks and then gave it up. In September,
1826, I published another newspaper. I paid a man to writs for me. I bought a
linotype im July, and s new 'pm. The newspaper, started to make good, but oh
acoount of the sold winter the boys couldn’s get out to ssll it. 1 was losing
money, 36 I gave it up. Then I went into the jobbing business agsin,

The other Mexican newspaper was in fSnancial trouble, and the help was not
paid, 8o they came over hers, Ahout 12 partners then put out-a mew paper. It
zppeared for 31 issnee and then suapended for lack of funds. Now I print 4 or
& small papers. '

I like the United States but I bave a fepling for going back {0 Mexico, Some
dsy the United States is going to go behind like every other country. Some day
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Merice is going to develop into & modern country. I went to go bock when my
sounéry dsvelops,

In early 1930, when I met the relator of this aceount, his printing
business had been discontinued, and he was again working for others.

The despziring struggle of the son of a school teacher snceessively
against hard manual labor and unemployment (1928) is revealed in
the next interview:

Uader the régime of Diaz my father had heen g school teecher in the Academta
of Guadalajara. Hia brother, my unele, was & leather and saddle worker by trade.
My father helped in his spare time during the time my uncle was busy. The
Madero revoll came snd hard times fell on Gusdalajars. My uncle was shot
when the forces of Villa eams infe town. My father baing & school temcher lost
hia position. During the war all the schools closed. My father them turmed to ths
loather business and carried it on. I was then ready fo commence school but
there being ne school could not attend any. So all my eduestion was received at
home from my father. He tsught me after we closed the shop and in the early
morning when business was light.

Things went on this way til my father died in 1923 Then my brother and
I took over the business. It was good then for about two years, Then when the
religious troubles came to the Mexican nation the state of Jalisco and the city of
Guadslsjara were the center of the maelstrom. Bosiness was very, very bad.
Many houses ¢losed. I closed up my place of business and went to Mexico City.
There I opened up another shop but things were not much better. Last January
I began to think of closing up the shop im Maxico City and going back to
Guadalsjars to live. In February I went to the old town and things were worse
then than they had ever been. There was shooting svery day. I eold the shop,
machinery, and stock, ecamo back to Mexico ity and with my wife and little boy
camo to the United States thres and s half months ago.

We had news of the Unifed Siates long before we came hers. My decizion fo
¢ome was not made £l three days before I was on my way. Before that I had had
Istters from my friends telling me about their work im the United States, the
5fs here, and its hardships. I did not come here under false ideas or impressions
that things were easy, that wages were good, or that work was easy to get, I knew
beforehand that the work was not essy and that wages were not high. I knmew
that I could not expect to find work right away but that I would have to navegar
¢ aventurar, My friendn had told me thia in their latters.

When I came across the border I registered myself and my wifoe and baby.
Some Mexicans who were returning to the United States offered to carry my
baby in a4 their own snd thus save me ten deollars but I refused. I waanted
everything clear 50 I would not have any trouble lafer.

Weo stopped. in San Antonio for a week. There were & lot of Mexicans there
and they were very friendly. Then we came on to Chicage. At San Antonio &
Mexican who was an agent for a ateel company in Michigan had offered me work.
I took it though I had never worked in & steel plant in my life. I wanted to be
loeated and at work s soon as possible.

At the steel plant in Michigan the work was very beavy; much heavier than
I thought or sxpected it to be. I did my best to get used to the work but it was
of no avail, The fumes of the steel and molien iron were too much for me. My
syss bocame ¢londed and head full. I was dizzy and went around in 5 Jaze I
just had to give up and so we came to Chiesgo.
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‘When I eame back here # second time it was very hard to find & job. Last
weok & friend of mine who knew a little English went sround with me, We went
to the many leather and harness shops. In one they needed s man right away.
Thoy were almost taking me in when they found ouwt I could not spesk Enghish,
They fold me to coms back later when I knew pven & few words. I felf very bad
then, almost like oryimg. That night I felf very disappointed anil discouraged.

Seeing that I could mot get & position in my own trade on zocomnt of the
Isnguage I resolved to work wherever there was work to do. I weat to the packing
plants each morning looking for work, There they employed first the men who
hagd worked for them befors and those who had leiters; then those who spoke
English. I hed no leiter and knew no English, I sat in the same plesce morning
after morning. Nothing came of it

We were quite desperats as my funds were getting low. My wife resclved to
go.to work even though in Mexice she had never, never worked. I felt at first
very muck ashamed of myself becauze I was not sble to suppert her. I often
wonder what my father wouid say if he knew she was working. I never would
have approved of it but what can you do? Eeonomic circamstances in this ¢country
are different from Mexico. ¥ou have to make the best of the situsiion and meet
the Moor in his conntry.

My wife went around looking for work with one of the girls from this neigh-
borheod whe kmows English. She went around to differemt places but work wsa
scarce. Af last she got work at the packing plant of Wilson and Company. She
is now working cleaning casinps. Bomotimes she works six hours a day, some-
times eight and sometimes {en hoors. They would never have worked that leng
down in Maxico.

The Mexieans who bave been here for some time help the others who zre new.
But they do not help them wholehosrtedly or de everything they can for them.
Sometimes they tell us where the work i but you have to coax them very hard
to come with you to help you out by interpreting or to take you aroumd to the
strange places. A new persor here in a big ecity is lost.

The next guotstion is from a Mexican, who at the time of the
interview was employed at fairly high wages in & foundry. 'With the
decline of his inherited business in Mexieo, he eame to labor in the
[nited States in cities, on the railroad, on farms. In the steel mills he
became interpreter, then labor agent, daring and after the steel strike.
He was also getive in later efforts to unite the Mexican societies of the
region. Note the explanstion offered for the aid of Mexicans in
breaking the steel st.rik:a, the mingled atfitude toward bis country-
men who are laborers of whom as eountrymen he is proud, yet of
whom he cannot be one even though working with them, the intense
patriotism for Mexico, yet willingness to serve fthe United States
where loyalties do not conflict.

Qur family lived in Chibuahua for many, many years. My father had & good
bosiness of his own till the tims of the revolution, In those days of trouble be
grow sick and passed away. I waa the oldest &nd upon me fel]l the charge of
keeping up the family. There were two other brothers and my baby sister. I
coald have weil remained in Mexico and made a bare existence for all of ue. But
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that was not emongh. We had lived well and I thought that by coming to the
United States I could do betier. Bo I left Mexico snd eame to Californis.

Los Angeles was the first place that I remained in for woms time. That was
in-the year 1912. There were quite a few Moxicane there at that time. But since
the main eurrent of the middle eluss and sristoerstic Moxicans had not as yet
set out for that city the Mexicans there were of the podrer claseos. There were
many runawsy peons from the ftime of Porfiro Dése and many eriminsla They
werg of the lower class, yes, but a distinet lower class—the worst of it.

I was & very young mem then, full of illusions snd idesls. I certainly was
not happy thex smongst tha¢ type of people. They wers different from the class
I had known in Mexico. The c¢ity held no attraction for mo even though the
colony was gay them as now. I ieft and weat into the country. I went from
place to place, wherever there was work. I would work on the track, then later
on I would be on a farm, and that is the way it went, .

In 1914 I wag in San Franeisco. T had worked my way north from job to job,
I like Californiz very much and soms day I hops to be there again. For those
early days wers days of very, very hard work, of ideals and hopes being dashed
to pieces, of bilter disappointments and disillusionments.

In 1916 I weat to Colorade and in 1917 I was in Hlinoia. I had by that time
gervel my apprenticeship with life. I grew reconciled to things and met them
as they came. Certainly if I had buried my ideals and scruples by now I woald
be but & mere workingman. Perhaps some day I will ancecod and be a litle better
off but naver I hope at tho maerifics of idesls and principles. When I first came
to California in 1912 I had an opportunity to go in business. A very wealthy
American offered to start me in business. He had msnde his money off the Mexi-
cans and become rich. He thought them all faoly and would very often sy, ‘“The
dirty, lousy Mexicans, this and that and the other.*’ No, I was & Mexican and
gven though ke did net refer t¢ me it hurt me. I loved my country and reapected
my pecple, and I would not take anything from & man that said that, even though
it made me rick and such sayings were not simed at me. I know many Mexicans
who fesl that way and wher the occasion same have scted that same way becauss
thoy too Iove their country and are proud to be Mexicans.

Yon seldom see & Mexicsn who complains abhout his country, Cerfainly he may
say that things sre bad down there now bai later they may be good. Thero are
somo bad Mexicans but he will not say they are all bad. He will not say that in
Mexioo it is all perecention, that there is ne liberty, that there is no respect for
law, for ke knows that is mot ao, and feels it is not w0, Frequently you hear the
other foreign pecple say thiz of their country, but not a Mexicasn.

In 1618 I was working for the steel company, I knew English and seted as s
transiator for the few Mexicans that were thers and for the compsny. The
workers at the mills had been ready to go on strike but waited only for the end
of the war. Bton after the srmistice they struck. The Mexicans went cut too.
The xmills were deseried. The companies sent ms to get our Mexicans to work
for them. I gol some at Chicago, others at Omsha, Eansas City, a few at
St. Lonis, I oven went dowzn to El Pasc and some cities in Texas. Wheh my
brother came with the family in November, 1319, they were still coming by train-
loads.

‘When the large eocal strike came & year or =o later many of the big mills shat
down for the lack of coal to run them, Many Maxicans were released and went
back {o Mexico, some wenf to the reilronds, and some to the beet fields.

Mexicans sre not as & rule strike breakers. Neither are they radicals. They
are hard workers. They look for work, get it, work bard at it. They want a fair
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day's work for & fair day’s pay. They do not work for less, But they will not
Hsten well to some people whe tell them not to work so hard, or to Iloef on the
job. They are used to work and to work for what they gst. They sre not used
to poldiering on the job. It does not go in with what they have been tanght or
brought up to respect. Radiesl idess do not sink in emsily. They may Latem 4o
them but they de not understand themi thoroughly. If they do whet the radicals
tell them they de so without knowing that which they do. It is just a mechanieal
sction.

I was out of Chicage when my eall [for military service] cams and did not
receive the lotter till 13 days later. I eame back from Rockford and went up
to the board. The man asked me, **Wall, what branch of the army de you want
to join?”' I said, *‘None.’? He replied, ‘“Aren’t you grateful for living in thia
eounntry, for your liberties, tho good work??’ I said, ¢¢Yes, but you have not asked
me my reason. If you will provide for my family, my mother and brothers and
sistors who need my help and bring them up from Mexico, then I will put s &
uniform right away.’? He threw the paper at me and ssid, ¢ You make up your
mind {¢ go into the army or to jeil, I don’t care whick.’’- ‘I don’f either,’’
I replied and started to walk away. I was called back by an older man whe
talked mico to me. He put mo in ¢lass six and I helped him for months afterward
in transistion and other things. I wounld have been tickled to death to go to war. I
wanted to go and do my part for thiz country. I love and respect this country
axd I love Mexico. I would serve in the srmy of the United States in ease of
any war again. I hepe tho United States and Mexics are always friemds.

The plight of middle-class persons, many of whom fail to adjust
and work up as well as the two young Mexicans just quetedf was the
theme of an editorial in Mexico, March 6, 1929. The same unwilling-

ness to return except ‘‘in triumph’’ is frequently observed among dis-
illusioned Filipinos in California, particularly those who had been
students In the Islands and had come to California with high hopes
of suecess, but perbaps have been unable to rise sbove farm labor.

A person of the middle or upper class, when he has a remunerative position,
maintging all the social obligations eompstible with his earnings, end puts him-
solf in & place too high to keep up if bis good income ghould cease. Al goes well
while he remains at those heights, but there comes & day when inevitably he finds
himael deprived of the income that he enjoyed, and as good positions are seurce
the *‘world shuts him out’? as the popular saying is, and he prefers to leave his
conntry rather than become an ‘‘object of pity.??

That person knows vory well that he could gain a living at home if he wounld
descend to labor or sclivity of a more humble sord; but he has before his sves
the phantasma of ‘‘what they will asy,?’ the insurmountable barrier of eritieismm,
and ruther than give rise o gossip he prefers to go ““where he is net known,?’
to start over in complete freedom, without the menace of the irony of malieions
poople or the sympathy of frienda.

And that good fallow, who could make his way better thers, if he were not
so timid and fearful, comes here to suffer humiliation snd want, and perform
tsaks that he never dreamed he would ever come to perform, because while the
laborer can get shead bhere, tho middle or upper class man finds all doors closed
to him, and if he dossn’t want 40 die of inaaition he mazst make up his ming to
work &t jobs which suif his preeent status.
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Andtbaa&dyaﬂofitisthaﬁtbeaemﬂm:hwestmtorﬂumhome,it
thoy ever return, because they want to return in trinmph, and their }ife here
barely brings them andugh for necessities. Their return is postponed year after
yoar, and it is most likely that death will surprise them without heving reslized
their golden dream of being enee mere in their own laad. And all becanse they
did not have the spirit to face any sitostion at home and beer criticism amd
malice.

The wife of a Mexican of education who was unable to rise ahove
the wage rate of common labor:

This is no place for Mexican people of good education; here all Mexicans look
end are treated slike. Now I have a good edueation but I am treated just the
same as these poor peons who can reither read nor write. My husband also has
& good education. He talks English and has been sducated in Spanish, What good
does it do him? He hes helped the boss by acting as interpreter ever since he
has been working for the Company, but still he gets only 44 cents an hour. They
pay him at the rate of a lsborer, but they expect to use his eduestion o their
advantage, He cannot leave the job because his wife and children would suffer,
X cannot get a good job because I have no good clothes. Now if I had nice
looking dresses I could go out and get & job in an office and make good money,
bat with this kind of cloihes they think all I know how to do is work in somebody’s
kitchen or wash pomebody’s clothes.

The next group of quotations expresses the attitude of Mexieans
on points which geeurred to them when they were invited to compare
Iife in the Chieago-Gary region and Mexico. The very selection of
topics reveals their perspective—unemployment, foremen, wages,
recreation, the clash of customs, soeial services, schools and oppor-
tunities of the United States, the unbalanced sex ratio, climate, social
distinetion, the insistenee that we understand that the Mexiean
laborers in the area do not adequately represent Mexico,

It is not a8 happy and gay & life here as in Mexico. Thoy have no festar or
serenaias snd no places for paseos in the evening. If you walk in the streetz in
the evening you suffer insults from unconth persons. Life in Mexics in mneh
ensier and befter. There you are not in conatant dresd of your employer or the
foreman like our pecple are hers, There you do not worry whether you will have
a job or not, if you have laid off for a day or two. People work, yes, but
enjoy life

The people from old Mexice here disgrace the real Mexicans. The real Mexican
is polite and courtecus and tries to loarn all that is good and will benefit him.
In Moxico a lot of the people that zre here were either servants or mountain
Ingdians. There are many peorss from the haciendss here too. There they were
uneultured and savage. Here they dress Like civilized pecple and est well but do
not piek up mny edueation or maenners.

It is very sold hers in the winter. T seldom go out. In the summer it is too
hot and T seldoms go out. The life here is very cheerless in contrast fo Mexico.
The nsighbors are other nationalities and they are hostile instead of friemdly.
X miss the passos and serenalar of Mexico. X miss the flesice and the good times.
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It isn?t alegre like in Mexico, because the muckaohas are not here. A few who
know English marry polacas, but it’s better to marry one’s own nationality.

The Mexicans are better off in Mexico. We suffer here too much. We don’t
vaderstand the customs and don’t like themn. They are not suited to Latins. For
example, love is easy here snd is just for fun. In Mexieo love is sericus. Mean
and lzdies are foc familiar here, They go out togeiber and to school togethor and
we don’t want sur daughters going out with boys.

Work is hard, Life is move triste here. We don’t know the langnage and
can’t read the titles of the movies. We like it here [in Chicago] better than in
Texas. Wages are better here and there in no distincién. Your money ia good
here, There they may mot admit you to restaursnts or they give you food in
a sack [to bo eaten outside].1es

In Mexico I was 4 merchant. Here I am & herd working man, In Mexico I
did net do hard work or worry sbout a living. My cares were very light, Hers
I must worry about my job, whether I will still be working next week, whether
I will have money to live or if I de not have work.

I like the life hare very much, The Americans are fine people. They pay
good wages here mnd if yon work you can have & good time and enjoy life and
thai is what I like to do. I am trying to save soms lLittle meney to go to Mexico
ia 8 yesr or two but that is slow work. Still in the Unitsd States T have learned
thai habit that almost mone have in Mexico. There they spend all they earn.
Here I save at least one doller a month. I want to oper up business in Mexico
but bafors I go I want ta learn some good English becauss it is valuable down
there as well as here.

I am not sshamed of being a Mexican. But I am not proud of the Mexicany
in Chicago. They are mostly Indians of the lower uneducated classes of peonse.
In Mexico they lived in ohorar and were servanta. Here they Hve in tumbledown
honses and being unused to baving momney, epend it. Some of them save a little,
others send it to Mexico. You soe they are still Indians. In Moxico they never
mixed with peepls of learning or a little study. When they come to this country
they still keep spart. For you must Enow that ninety-nine per cent of the Mexi-
cans of Chicage are of the lower cless. They come from some of the thickly
inhabited Indian sections of Mexico where illiterasy is very high. Very few know
English here well enough to ask for work. It is a faet too that the groeater number
of Mexicans in Chicago come from those aress in Mexico whers revolt and fight
hag bean going on ths strongest. You need mention but the stats of Jaliseo. The
respect for law and order is vary light smong them. They are used to fighting
the civil order themselves and are constantly brawling in Mexico. When they
eome here the habits and customs do not change so easily. They do not cease to
fight or kill when they pase the border.

Some Mexicana say thia is the best couniry in the world with ita schools and
religion. They say, ‘¢ If our country would only be this way.’’ But if they recsive
hard treatment they don't speak well of lor gueroe.

I Lke the United States because it has schools for everybody. It gives
opportunity in business. In Merico one must have monsy.

108 This preference for treatment accorded in the merth was gemersl, The
eomment of one Mexican that poms persons who ireated him particularly wsll
socinlly must be Texane—he had been so well treated in El Paso—was not &
typical laborer’s reaction. .
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If the American pecple allow me to Live hers and give opportunities to my
¢hildren I want to appreciate and be thankful, If I wero & true Mexican I would
ot be here, I got my socond papers the end of this month.

I would not let the Mexicana come to the United Sietes until they knew
English. The Ameriean people diskiks the people Who come here snd send their
children o the schools but stick to Mexjcan socisties, criticize Americans, and
don’t know English. But there are many good people here. If treeted right they
will fight for the United States. They need & lender.

The Mexican women are glad to have the help of the welfars clinica,

Mezico is my eountry and I love it, but what is not flesh in me and belongs
to intellectual affairs is at home in this country. I want to change the idens
which other people have of my peopla. The more wrong they say about Mexico
the more I love it. On Mexican national holidays I may rub shoulders with =
prostitate but on that day we forget it.

You Americuns feel like conguerors when you go abroad. You have po thorn
in your heart like with amsll nationalities. When we go sbroad to France or
England or the United States we have. I would feel different in Cuba or Africs.
During the war you went abroad with something high in your heari, but the
immigrant comea for food and beiter circumstances.

Something of the Mexican immigrants’ own estimates of the
signifieance of the migration as a whole, and their attitude toward its
eontrol appear from editorials in the local press and & personal state-
ment given below. Stress is laid first on their unassimilability and the
belief that they will return to Mexico. But there is fear lest their
ghildren put down too deeply their roots in the United States. The
interview gquoted here favors Iimitation of emigration by Mexico
itself, a charaeteristic view, although not umiversally held by emi-
grants. Finally, there is a blast of outsppken protest, unchecked by
apprehension of American readers, against the proposed spplication
of a quota restriction to immigration from Mexieo.

The European can leave his distant shores forever to build himself a pew
ecountry in America. Between this type of emigrant and ours then there are
totally different motives and quite distinct conditions in an ethnical, psychologieal,
and geographic sensa. The Europsan comee to remedy, not a temporary but &
permanent and absolute evil, eaused by & mess of people who haven’t enough
roomn. They come, therefore, decidod te become American citizens, to adopt the
English language, to dwell with thair progeny under their mew roof, identified
with sud faithful to their new fag. The Mexican emigrani, we repeat sad main-
tain, is not prepared to make such a transcondental change; he goes and returns
easily by the rails which unite the two countries without any geographieal break;
and above all, for obvious reascas, he iz incapable of being assimilated spiritualiy,
mtgliy and physically inte the American people.

In support of this thosin we cun ecite our blood relatives on the other [U.8.]
side of the frontier, They have lived eighty years under the civil, administrative
and edvecational Inws of the United States and althongh in fact they are citizems
of the Unitad States, the differeat ideals, customs, and temperament have not been
-aliminated.16¢

198 Memico, November 23, 1927, See alsc June 23, 1928.
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It sannot but be & really sad and even shemeful speetacle that there shonld
be here many Mexican shildren who know nothing of the souniry of their parents.

How cesily (and I spplaad aud approve it} they express themselves in Enplish,
and sing snd eonverse with their litfle friends. They gre completely Americanized.
They ean soy ‘‘daddy’” better than ¢‘papé,’’ *‘block’’ instead of *‘manzana ’?
*¢I don’ care’’ for ‘‘no me importa’’; they sing ‘‘Follow the Swallow?’ and
forget the worde of **S8obre las Olas,’’ They excinim **Ohi’’ and don’t know
whst “‘Brave!’’ means. They can give you a clear and precise geographisal
ides of the country whick is north of the United States [Canada] but they can
never say what the one is south of the Rio Bravo, nor who are its inhabitants,
and, if you will believe it, they don’t know what langeage they speak.

Y am not ons to eriticize Mexican parents, because their childrem speak Englisk
well and are educated in the schools of this covntry. No, because I myself was
one of those children aducated in a Boston school. But I did not lose my sustoms
and above il my language, bacsuse my father was careful to keep me reminded
dthnfmmatlmaxmmmhesisommdthatxmmmmy
couniry. -

Fathers of families should be very careful in the education of their shildren;
they ahould send them to American schools for instruction, but they should see
that they learn to read and write in Spanish; they should teach them the history
of Mexico so that they may know who were Hidalgo, Jufireg, Diae and Madero,
just ag iz the sghools here they are taught to love Washington, Grant and Idneoln.

How sorrowfully I have seen innumerable Little children of Mexicans whe
eould neither read nor write Spanish. They know that their parents sre Mexicans,
because they have heard it from the lips of othars, but never from their own
parents.

One morning T was going to our printing office, and on passing along Halstead
stroot I met a litfle boy, who from his ethnie characieristies I knew to be & little
Mexican. The child plessed me, I greoted him, and he replied politely; I asked
hisa if he was Mexican and ke answered no, but that his faither was.

Whea I asked him if he knsw cur weekly ho replied negatively, and then I
gave him s copy to give to his father. He replied that his father could not resd
Spanizh.

At the words of the child I felt I don’ know exacily what: shame, sorrow,
rage, pain, pity. Could it be possible that this Mexican homs was not acquainted
with the round O, and that they read the five different mounds which the A of
George Washington’s langnage hast

Mexican fathers: you must not neglect the education of your children; teach
them what your eountry is, what are ite beauties, its great men, its virtues, and
ita civilization, which goes back to the seventh century. Teach them the history of
Mexico and explain to them who were Hidalgo, Juérez, and all the other patriots
that we have had. Buy, if ysu haven’t one, 2 Mexican flag, whick haa printed in
the center the beautiful Mexican eagle, and teach your children io love this most
beauntiful flag. Make them sing the National Hymn weekly.267

Ninety per cent of the Mexicann who come here are no good and they come
to bothar those who are hers, and we dor’t want them to come. They giye us
absdrep&taheamdwhsnti&spapen mytheMeﬁmmsnﬁikthuru,
too. We want the coming of the Mexicens stopped, bui we want it stopped from
the other side.

At present, when & crary life of profound materialism is lived in the United
States, days spent in an indefatigable effort to comguer the dollar, it is quite

181 Mrziso, April 11, 1925, See zlso Lo Nolicic Mundial, September 4, 1927,
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Fidieulona for week nations to believe in or nse romantic speeches and pathetis
phrasee. - In these times, when ecomomic problems are only solved ‘!with doliare
and conts pitked up iz some way or other,’’ the sentimentalists that we love so
mach ars superfluons. There are 0o many of those humiliating reverences that
wo are always so willing to make t¢ powerful Uncle Sam.

Now more than ever we should give up that mistaken sttitede of pasaivity;
now, when to sopport an evil snd unjust initistive [the quote bill] our defects
are broyght to Iight and we are dabbed mseless, we shounld protest in a very con-
scientious and well-considered way, against the offemsive which tightens the
bazrviers agsinst the Maxicans.

It is also mocessary to remember who it is they insult and call detestable; that
the Mexican nation hes contributed mach toward industrial development in various
parte of the United States; that the Mexican nation is the one who in times of
sorrow for this country has been ready to give its zid disintersetedly fo wipe 2
tear or alleviate & scrrow.

Alsc, historiezlly, do mot the United States owe it to Mexico that the
territories which were ours, such ag California, were not for slavery?

It waa N, P. Trist, an American commissioner, who proposed to TUncle Sam
the annexstion of the lands which are no longer ours, thoss lands whick sre very
extensive, so great that someons has said o good anthorify thad it was the most
extennive transsction that hag taken place sinee the world began. The Mexican
represantatives, obliged by eircumstances, and more from force than voluntarily,
resigned themselves to the loss of Texas, **but opposed that of New Mexico, and
refused to give up California if it was not gusranteed that slavery would anof
be implanted in the portion which now forms the richest state of the Pacific.

Thse proposifions of the Mexicans only called forth langha aund jests, aad Trist
himgelf said: ‘‘No American president would daze to present to the Senate a
proposed arraagement containing sueh & clause in its context.’’ Buf now we
know that the ides of those Mexicans, even if it was ridienled, was given much
consideration in the development of the affairs of that epoch. . ...

I thia the undesirable race? Is this the clemeat that serves no good purpose
whatever! Iz this the worker that they are trying to throw out? Are these the
people who ean only harm and endangoer the cultured (¥) inhabitaats of the
United States?

If we are indeed undesirable, detestable, useless, why are wa aeccepted om
special cconsions, why are we well-treated only from certain points of view, why
are our services zecepted in sueh & hypocritical way?

If we are really defestsble lot them never sccept us for anyihing; but we
don’t want them to freat us with regard and deferemce whem our services are
necessary and even indispensablo because of speeial conditions, and then mistreat
us snd call us an inferior race and people of the lowest sort when our serviees
&re no longer necessary, They throw in our faces that cursed word {cursed because
of the lips which pronounce it), which i deliberately intended to wound us, which
gives pride and satiafaction to the stupid and raseally people who uae it, who with
prido and satisfaction call us *‘greasers.’?

And can people who do such things be considered realiy cnltured? No. That
onlture snd eduestion of which they boast exists only in the imagination of all
the other dolts who surround them and who ¢ry loudly that this country is the
ong where there is perfect education, with ways fested by the strictest justice, &
thing which we will cnly believe when it is proved to us by facts. We are tired
of hollow words.188

368 Ihid., March 17, 1928.
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In 1928-29 the majority of Mexicans expected to return per-
manently to Mexico some day. But many did not, The expectation
of return was often vague, perbaps a previous return to Mexico had
proved impermanent, the shildren opposed return, or for other res-
sons the idea was being abandoned. Some .of the factors affecting
Mexicans’ attitudes—revelution, wages, unemployment, ¢hildren and
sehools, sentiment-—appear from the following interviews; the
attitudes, of course, may or may not coincide with future action.

A peasonal track laborer: If things are good hers in the United Btates we come
here fo work, if they are bstter in Panama, or Colombia, or Feru, tomorrow or
the next day we will go down thers. Weo are here only for a short time. When
things get well in Meixco we go there not only because the work is good but also
because that iz pur home and final resting place.

An sarly regident of the South Chicage oolony: Soms day I am going to get
some monsy and go back to Mexico away from this dust and smoke. Life is much
easisr there. A

An elderly souple in South Chicago: We intend to return to Mexieo a8 scon
as we can get & little money. It is very gay there. We would like to go back
even if we ghould die here; it would make us happy to have our remains interred
in our own comntry.

A steadily employed track laborer: ‘Well, if things gettle down in Mexico I
might go back. Things are mueh more open there. There is not s mueh ‘“don’t
do this or that.’’ Life, I remember, is plessant thers even though work is hard
and pay is peor.

A boarding house keeper: Some day when I get well and have a little monsy
I will go to Mexico te forget my troubles and die.

Ap unemployed, laborer: My main idea in the United States is not of having
& good time but of msaking money. It is my one steady purpose. After you have
=massed some good amount you can do anything. You can have & good time, go
back to Mexico, Bave a buainess and be your own boss. That is what I infend to
do. In 2 year or two I plan to return to Mexico if I have snough monsy. I have
worked very hard here so far, but have littls to show for it It costs o great deal
to live here, The United States has proved s road to Calvary for me so far and
I hope it changes so that when I go back I will have something.nice to say
besides saying that I worked very hard here.

A restaurant keeper: Life has been very good to ue in the United Stafes, IR
the situstion eéver clesrm up in Mexzico we would Lke fo go back axnd seitle down.
There is opportunity there as here. )

A steel worker: T had worked in Texss before, and returned e Mexien twice.
I went back intending to stay both times but things were worss there each time
I went down. Now I think I am here to stay. The reasen sc many of us like
to go to Mexico ia to forget our work and our froubles up here, You must think
of your work and fhe money you earn every wminute of the time up here. They
will not let you forget it. Mexicans weary of their work, its harduess, and go
back te Mexico to enjoy & life much more vestfnl. In Mexito no matter how
Kttle you msy work you esn live, If you bave moe work you can still live on
the little you have. Hera the litile you have is soon spent if you do not work
every day. o

At 5 railread ommp: I like the American people. Only o fow have been bad
to me, but T am old and I forgive them. Moat of them have beem very nice to
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me. No, I think I will be here in the United Btates till I die. My wife and I
would like te go back but my ehildren have gone to achool here snd tﬁsyhke:t
so Fjque hocer?

Bome dey we would like to go to Mexico to stay there but our little girl likea
it hera. It is hard to decide and to think ahout it af times. We miss Mexico
but things are so much better hers. Some day later we will decide but I think
we will stay here

Acan&ymaker.Tkechﬁdmaﬁgotoaehouisnﬁhkestherewrymnch. So
when I feel that I want to go to Mexico once more I think of them and ssy
i Quibn sade, mas tarde?

A achool child: My mother likes Mexico and she wants to go back very much,
but I would like to stay hers.

A Mexican: The Mexicans would like to go back to Mexico but they earn more
hers, There they don’t earn encugh to support them and they may get killed.

A Mexican mother: I did not want to come to the United States at all, My
two oldest sons came first and stayed about two years; one of my nephews also
came about that same tims. At the end of two years my soms came back to
Merico to bring ma aad the rest of the family to the United States, but I eould
not bear to leave my tierra. I had a great many misgivings bot finally T agreed
te come,

I still own my Litle home in Mexico, I do not know whether it is rented or
not. I left the key with my kinsmen and they esn do with it as they sco best
since I am not there. I do not think I sball ever go back to Mexico to live, My
daaghter says that she would Eke fo go back on & visit and perbaps some day I
shall do it, too, but I am very happy here. In fect, it wonld make me sad if I
thought I had to go back there to live. Sometimes I dream that I am in Mexico
and I slways feel that I am sad $o be there.

A laborer twenty yesrs in the United Statee: (oing back to Maxico? Nao,
he die here.

A track laborer’s wife: I like it vory much here in the United States. I do
not ever want to go back to Mexico to live. Here even the poor people ecan have
what only the rick have in Mexico. I lived in g smsail town in Michosefinn We had
to leave on secount of poverty. My husband used to plant corn in Mexico; now
he works on the track in Hammond.

A linotype compositor: I Lke the United States end I think there is & betfer
chance here than in Mexico any dsy. It will be a long time before things are
better there than here. I kuow a lot of people from Maxico that woenld like to
go back but I Like it here. It is just as alegre with the movies and dances and
our parks and playas. There will always be people here from Mexico to make
things nice and 28 long as the wages are better I will atay here,

An unemployed laborer: I like the United States better than Mexico if I have
work, but if 2o work, it is better in Mexico. It is not 30 cold, and poople belp you.

In the depression years of 1921 and 1830-31 many Mexicans
shared and acted upon the views of the last speaker.
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SUMMARY

Mexican lsborers in Chicago and the Calumet region have estab-
lished themselves in the basic industries of industrial America. This
fifth study of a series of regional researches on Mexican laborers in
the United States, continues the examination of the social and economie
aspects of a major immigration against varying ecconomiec back-
grounds—lettuce and cantaloupe production in Imperial Valley,
California; sugar beet produetion in the South Platte Valley, Colo-
rado; Bermuda onion produetion in Dimmit County, Texas; steel
production in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania; railroad transportation, steel,
and meat-packing industries furnish the chief backzround in Chicago
and the Calumet region. More extended synthesis of the results of
these researches is planned for & later date.

The entry of Mexicans—

In the period of indusirial activity during and immediately fol-
lowing the war they entered the area in considersble numbers. Some
eame on their own initiative, but most of them were sought in the
labor markets of the Southwest and transported north by railroads,
principally those with southwestern lines, and by a steel plant; others
had been brought by beet sugar companies to the middle western
beet fields, but preferred to winter in the North rather than return
to the Southwest; & very few were imported by a malleable iron com-
pany and a tannery. By the summer of 1920 approximately 900
Mexicans were employed for maintenance of way by the railroads
within the Chieago-Gary area and immediate vicinity.

No sooner had the Mexicans reached their destination, however,
than they began to leave for other and diverse employments in the
vicinity—-other railroads and steel plants than those which imported
them, meat-packing houses, and z variety of industries. The strikes
of 1918 and 1921 in steel plants and the stockyards, respectively,
served also o redistribute the Mexicans, some leaving, but more
entering the plants of these industries during or after the strikes, In
1920 at least 1,800 Mexicans were ernployed in industries of various
kinds, principally steel and meat-packing,

Business depression brought heavy unemployment to the Mexi-
eans, In 1921 the number of Mexicans employed for track labor by
the group of railroads from which data were obtained, had fallen te
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less than 250, and by the industrial plants to about 650, Business
revival, however, raised the Humbers of Mexicans employed between
1922 and 1928 to new peaks. Steel plants and a eement plant trans-
ported some thousands of Mexican Iaborers to the region in 1922 and
1923, and railrosds continued {o bring in Mexicans each year. In
1928, the last year for which figures were obtained, this group of
railroads employed approximately 4,000 Mexicans, or 43 per cent of
their track Iabor foreces in the region. The group of industries
employed 7,000 Mexicans, or 10.7 per cent of their total forces in the
same year. In 1929 the numbers of Mexicans in industry were prob-
ably greater than in 1928, In 1930 and 1931, unemployment andoubt-
edly reduced their numbers well below the peak, and perhaps their
proportion of total forces as well. But mobile as wers ifs members,
the Mexican colony had rooted itself in the region by 1930-31 much
more solidly then it bad been rooted in 1920-21. Sinee field work
for this study ended in mid-1929, however, analysis of subsequent
events is best left for later studies.

Labor mobiity—

High mobility characterized the rle in the labor market of a
large proportion of the Mexieans; they shified from plant to plant
or from industry to industry as opportunities for employment per-
mitted or the lack of opportunity compelled. Preferences of Mexicans
usually rated steel, meat-packing, and railroad lazbor in the order
named, although individuals sometimes had reasons for other scales
of preferences. But the eurrent of Mexicans in the labor market
was markedly from track labor to the steel plants, and from track
labor to the stockyards, with a good deal of interplant movement in
each industry, but comparatively little between the stockyards and
the stesl plants. OFf 554 Mexicans employed in the spring of 1928
in a South Chicago steel plant, 204, or 36.8 per cent, gave & railroad
as their last previous employment in the United States; 253, or 45.7
per cenf, reported another steel plant—in four-fifths of the cases
another steel plant of the Calumet region; and only 28, or 5.1 per
cent, reported last previous employment at & meat-packing plant.
Of 533 Mexicans employed in two meat-packing plants, 84 per cent,
or very nearly the same proportion as at the steel plant, reported a
railroad as last previous employer. From other plants of the same
industry—£four-fifths from plants in the same locality—came 163 or
38.5 per cent, of these Mexicans. Only 16, or 8 per cent, reported
lest previous employment at a steel plant.
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Stabilization of the Mexzican colontes—

A large proportion of the Mexican Iaborers were solos, young men,
cither single, or with families left elsewhere. But increasingly
between 1923 and at least 1928 they were bringing Mexican womenfolk
to the area and maintaining homes.

‘In industry, too, they were stabilizing their position during this
period. Important nuclei had obtained steady employment, and em-
ployment and plant execuiives with large numbers of Mexicans under
them frequently spoke very favorably of the gualities of Mexican
laborers. While the great majority of Mexicans were unskilled, never-
theless it is of significance that one-sixth of the 5,000 employed in
1928 by seven large industrial plants were semi-skilled, and 1.5 per
eent were skilled,

In the two largest steel plants of the Calumet region in 1928
exactly the same proportion of Mexicans as of Negroes, viz., 79 per
eent, were classed as unskilled. A larper proportion of the Negroes
were skilled—4.7 per cent, as compared with 1.8 per cent of the
Mexicans; but a larger proportion of the Mexieans were semi-skilled
—19.1 per cent, as compared with 16.2 per cent of the Negroes,

As in the agricultural regions where Mexicans were employed,
numbers of small Mexican businesses catering almost entirely to Mexi-
ean trade had sprung up. Pool halls alone comprised one-third of the
Mexican businesses; together with restaurants, barber shops, and
groceries, in numerical order, they comprised more than three-fourths
of the 228 businesses which are enumerated.

Race relations—

Colonies of Mexicans are sprinkled over the Chicago-Gary region,
the principal ones grouping themselves about Hull House, the stock-
vards, and Crane Company, in Chicago; near South Works and Wis-
eongin Steel Works in South Chicago; near the steel mills of Indiana
Harbor, and in Gary. In taking up residence in numbers the Mexi-
cans frequently have met resistance from other groups alresdy in the
community, breaking out at times even in physical conflict—the smash-
ing of windows and gang attacks on persons. Buf the sharp domiecil-
iary isolation common in agrienitural regions which makes each town
two towns—Mexican and American—is not found in this urban area.
Even in Loa Angeles the separation of residence is very much sharper;
in Chicago and the Calumet region the Mexicans are probably not the
majority in any city block, though frequently they are a plurality.
Indeed, so marked is the difference that more than once when I
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inquired of Mexieans concerning the colonias of thé region the reply
was made that there were no eolonins here. In edneas:on, too, segre-
gation is not practiced.

Recognition of racial difference and the atfitudes which so com-
monly attach to color of skin, hamper free assimilation of the
Mexicans, but this barrier, too, is less effective than in the rural West

* and Southwest. It is less effective than the color barrier against the
Negro, but it is a factor, distinetly additional to those which char-
acteristically have stirred hostility against new groups of European
fmmigrants fo the same area.

Cultural adjustments—

In Chicago and the Calumet region Mexicans are brought more
effectively into contact with American eulture, albeit with a strong
immigrant flavor, than in the rural West and Southwest. They work
beside other nationalities in highly mechanized industries. They live
among them. The highly unbalanced sex ratio and weaker social
ostracism are conducive to intermarriage, which takes place more often
than in the other regions studied. Ameriean social workers make
numerous and effective eontaets with them, particularly the families.
As a result of these conditions, Mexicans of the first generation are
subjected to greater stresses of adjustment. From shock of migration

tand new environment, inherited attitudes toward the institutions of
family and religion weaken. DPatriotism, on the other hand, is
enhanced among the first generation, for the Mexicans regard them-
selves pg temporary expatriates, rather than as emigrants eagting their
lot wholly and permanently in a new and promised land.

-

Here in an urban-industrisl environment in the heart of America
Mexicans have won & reeognized place. The present study was made
when the majority of Mexicans had not been in the area more than
five years and the earliest small groups had appeared but & dozen years
before. How they maintain their colonies under stress of depression
or in the light of possible developments in their own country, and how
they accommodate and assimilate in comparison not only with Euro-
-pean and Negro immigrants, but also with their fellow-Mexicans of
similar race, class, and eultural backgronnds in rural environments
will continue to provide interesting and important guestions for study
in the future.

Tronsmitted May, 1981,
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