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EL ENGANCHADO 

This corrido surveys from the immig..ant's point of view the 
clashes which arise from his contact with Ameriea.n industrialism and 
Ameriea.n customs. The reaction is characteristically that of the 
m.o.le Me:riea.n laborer in his gloomier mood of disillusionment. A 
ha.ndieraftsman at home, his skill is rendered useless by the maehine. 
With patriotism' accentuated by expatriation, he excoriates those of 
his countrymen who yield to Ameriea.n prejudices of nationality or 

, . 
color. The young men come in for criticism on their style of dress. 
The children, alas, dance and speak like Americans. Aspersion is ca.st 
on the substitution of Me:rieanized English. for good Spanish. But 
the chief castigation is reserved for the girls and women who follow 
freer stand8l'ds of dress and conduct. Here is & glimpse into the 
Me:riea.n '8 skepticism over la libertad de lag m'Ujeres. In disgust, and 
alone, he turns agsin to his Michoa.c8n. 

[v] 



Allegro Musica de A. E. SALAS 
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y bu-ta me pu -se de pan·1f, -- 16~ -I 
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" EL ENGANCHADO 

i> 

(Litera.!ly, the hooked one, or more freely; the eontract Iaho,..,.) 

Deod. Monilia. vine engaaohado I ....... lUIdor COlltraet from Morelia 
gm1BZ 100 d61 .... tu6 mi Uuai6n To ea.rn doll .... W88 my dreem, 
compr6 _too, eompr6 IOmbrero, I bought oh ... and 1 bought .. hat 
J' haota me puae de pa:nta.l6D. And ....... pm OIl -

Pu .. me deelBn q ... aqul, loe d61are 
... pepenal>1lIl J' de .. mont6n 
que 100 mueh&ehao y que 1 .. tee.tro. 
J' que aqul, lodo era ncil6 ... ' 

Y ahom m& eneuentro,.8o sin reeueUo 
eoy ... paten> de profeoi61l 
pero aqul di_ que ""1 camello 
y a pura pal& y puro al&d6D. 

[vi] 

For they told me that here the 
dollare 

Were eeattered ahont in h_; 
That there ....... girla and _to .. 
And that here evorythingW&I good full. 

And BOW I'm overwhelm_ 
I am a ahoem&k~ by trade 
But here they ""y I'm .. camel 
And good 0011 for pick and shoveL 



De qu6 me Birve l!Iaher od ofie.io 
Id .fabricantes hay de & montOn 
1 OIl tanto que hago yo do. botin .. 
ellos avientan mU da lID. mill6n. 

, 

Hab1a.r no quieten mneh08 pa.iaan08 
10 que BD. mama les enseii6 
1 _dim cliciendo que 8OJI. hiopan08 
1 ren.gando del po.beIl6n. 

Loa hay mas prietoo qne eI cl1apote 
paro presumen de ser sa.j6n. 
_dim polveadoo haste e1 cogote 
1 no ... enaguaa por pantaJ6n.. 

Van lu muehu.has easi eneu.eradae 
1 .. 1& tienda. IIaman eater 
1Iev .... I&a piernas rete ehorrea.da.a 
pero eon medias de eau ehit6n. 

Haste mi vieja. me 1& ban ...",biado 
vista de 800& rete rabOu 
&nd& pinta.d& como piiiata. 
Y va en !as noeh .. a.I dancing jol. 

:Mia ehilpallatea hablau puro t, inglls" 
ya. no lee euadra nuoatro espa.nol 
me IIaman fader 1 no tr&ba.ja.n 
.., lIOn regueD.OB pa'l eh&rleston. 

Ya _y C&Il88do de esta tonte&da. 
1'0 me devuelvo Para Mi.ehoa.eAn 
ha,. de recuerdo dejo a. 1& vi&ja. 
a 'Vel' si alguno se la. quiere a.rmar. 

• Black tar. 
t Ba.llOOIl _ ..... 

tStor ... 

Whs.t good is it to know my trade 
If there are manufacturers by the 

.1IOre, 
And while I make two little ahoes 
They turn out more thaa. a. million. 

Many Mexicans don 'to ea.r& to speak 
The languag. thoir mother. _gilt 

them 
And go about ... ying they ..... Spa.njsb 
And denying their country'e 1iag. 

Some are dazker tha.a tihGpDte* 
But they pretead to be SIl%on; 
They go about powdon>d to the back 

of the neck 
And,.,...,. skirts for troua ..... t 

Th. girlo go about alu!oat naked 
And call la. "Ufmda. U estor"* 
They go azound with dirt-strea.kad 

legs 
But with those atookinga of ehiJl'on. 

'Even my old woma.n hae ehanged on 
me-

Bb ........ a bob-tailed dres. t>t oilk, 
Gt>ea abont paSnted like " piMtai 
And goes a.t ~t to the dancing ha.ll 

My kida speak porteet English 
And have DO use for our Spa.ni8h 
They eall me It fader" and don't 

work 
And are oraoy about the ChuleatOll. 

I am tired of all this nonsenae 
I'm going back to Mlchoadn; 
Aa .. parting memory I leave the old 

woman 
To Bee it someoue else wants. to burden 

hhaeelt. 

I Literally, 8U8pended, gayly eolored eonta.iner, iiUed with candies, etc., to be 
broken by a blindfolded per8OJl. with ... tick .. put of the tun a.t Jieataa. Often 
the eonta.iner, lIIIWIllJ7 pottery, ;" eovered with .. ga.ody paper dolL 

[vii] 



MEXICAN LABOR IN THE UNITED STATES 
CHICAGO AND THE CALUMET REGION 

BY 

PAUL S. TAYLOE 

INTRODUCTION 

Mexican immigrants have entered the heart of industrial America. 
They are now the latest and lowliest newcomers in the long succes­
sion of migrating nationalities that have furnished the labor to build 
and maintain the basic industries of the United States. There, in an 
urban-industrial environment, these Mexicans have come into contact 
more fully and more sharply than in rural areas with a mental and 
material culture different from their own, and in it they are remain­
ing less a class and race apart. In studying this penetration of Mexi­
cans into the industrial North, the area comprising Chicago and the 
Calumet region' was selected for special investigation. It is the 
principal meat·packing, steel, and transportation center of the coun­
try. In these, its basic industries, Mexicans have come to occupy a 
role which is both absolutely and relatively important. Indeed, 
barring a couple of railroads with widely distributed labor forces, 
and possibly Ford's in Detroit, which may have gained the lead since 
1928, the largest employer of 1>lexican labor in a single plant in the 
United States in 1925-1929 was located on the southern shore of 
Lake Michigan. 

This study is the seventh of a series on Mexican labor in the 
United States projected by the Committee on Scientific Aspects of 
Human lIiigration of the Social Science Research Council, and con­
tinued by its Committee on Population. It presents the results of field 
researches carried on principally during the summer of 1928, hut 
supplemented by observations in the region at various times both 
before and since, mainly in the summer of' 1929. The use of the 
present tense in the text, unless otherwise indicated, refers to condi­
tions in the summer of 1928. There was a movement of Mexicans 

1 The induatrial aistriet OIl the aouthem shore of Lake Miehiga.u from So~th 
Chicago, Dlinoia, to Gary, Indiana, inelWlivei :i8 known as the CaJumet region, 
taking ita uam8 from the OUumet River wbit"h 1l0lft through it (see maps). 
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from this area to Mexico during 1930 and 1931, iust as there was 
during the depression of 1921. The future of the Mexican. population 
of the region depends ehiefly upon the demand of loeaJ.industries 
for Mexican laborers. In 1931 it seemS unlikely, even with continued 
depression, that tOO region: Will be deserted by Mexicans in anything 
like the proportion in which it was depopulated in 1921. The roots 
of the colony have gone deep during the intervening years. But this 
question may be left with the future. 

To Mr. Jose Macla Rodrigo and Miss Anita Edgar Jones I am 
indebted for eapable and enthusiastic field assistance during the sum­
mer of 1928. In this study, in the remarks which sometimes introduce 
the quotations from Mexicans, the first person singular and plural 
are used indiscriminately to refer to the author or bia field assistants, 
whoever m~ have participated in the interview. Mr. Robert C. Jones, 
who engaged in field work among Mexieans subsequent to our own, 
ha. generously compared observations and made available many of 
.his notes and papers. Dr. Robert Redfield, of the University of 
Chieago, gave aeeess to and permission to use valuable field notes 
which he had made in 1924. Very many individuals and corporetions 
or other organizations gave generously of information, some of which· 
was readily available, much of which had to be gleaned from payroll 
or similar records in their possession. Their willing cooperation, 
extended almost unanimously, has made it possible to trace in detail 
the course of Mexican. migration into the area. 
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Race prejudice, 115, 153, 171, 180, 

181, 211, 23~36, 279. Bd '"'" 
Color prejudice and Race relatioll8 
in induetry. 

Race relatiou iD. indultry, 12, 16, 
109 If., 120. B .. '"'" Europe.". 
and Mexieau and KusieaD. labor, 
attitude toward Europeall8 and 
AmerieanB. 

Baee shifti among employe-ea, 4()--48. 
Badiealism. among Ke:DeaJUl, 111, 

120, 123. 
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Railroad lab ... , 3, 21 ff., 811 If., 125, 
212, 25lH!61. 

Recruiting of labor. 8". L.bor nip­
ment. 

Red1ield, Robert, acknowledgment to, 
26; cited, 12S, 161, 243. 

Religion, 135, 136, 139, 201-214, 251. 

See '"'" Churehea. 
Remittances to l{eneot 162, 163. 
Bents paid by Mexiean .. 186. 
Besidential segregation. Hu Domi-

ciliary ilolation. 
Betum of immigrants to llexico, 18, 

22, 131, 165, 218, 219, 275. 276. 
Bodrigo, ;To'" Marla, aetno .. 1edgmel1t 

to, 26-
BoBS, E. A..,. acknowledgm81lt to, ill. 
Saner, CarlO., acknowledgment to,. 

iv. 
Savings of Mexieans, ~9, 20, 160 ff. 
Seasonal labor migratioJl. 8~~ lti­

gration, leasonal labor. 
Semi-skilled and itkilled laborere, 

Mexican, 13, 155-159. 
SeparatioD. of Mexicans in 8choolJ:, 

119, 180. 
Skilled laborer.. See Semi-skilled 

and skilled laborere.. 
Soeial isolati .... 231 If., 1170, 211. 
80eial Scienee Research CO\U1eil, ac­

knowledgment to, ii,. S, 25. 
Boeietiea, Mexiean, 19, 121, 128, 131 

ft.; dorts to lIDify, 139 if.; estab­
liahment of Mexican school by, 
176-

South Platte Valley, Colorado, ii, 70, 
212. Se. '"'" Sugar beet laboren. 

Bouthwiek, Grace R., acknowledg­
ment to, iii. 

Spa.niBh-Amerieanl, 16, 135, 166, 215, 
246, 25'9, 212-

Standard. of living of Mencan la· 
borer~ 18111.. s_ alto Houling of 
Mexicans. 

Stewart, navid W., aek.nowltldgment 
to, ill. 

Strikes, 5, 84, 48, 111, 116-118, IllO-
122, 182, 268, 217. 

Sugar beet laborera. 2, 11, 85~ 39, '10, 
106, 125, 227. 
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Teggart, Fredericlt ~., aeItaowJeclg· 
ment to, iii. 

Tuae-Ile.zi ....... 76, 176, 20lL 
Texaa, Jabor m, 11, 114, 259. 

Thrift of llexicaJIB Bell Saving! of 
Kexieane. 

T&l'IIover at lle::d.ean tabor.. 8_ 
Labor tumOftr, Jligratio~ aad Mo-­
bilitT of Il_ 

U ... mploymo"t, ll, 98, 104-101, 1115. 
126, 260, 261, 110, 21l, 278, 211. 
W~, 18, 19, 229. 
W .... , " 6, 77 If .. 111, 270, 21L 
Willtie, IlrI. EmU,. D., _oclg· 

meat to, iv. 
W"llkIoz, Waiter F .. """'wJedgmmt 

to, ill.. 
W"JIooD, Bd";" B., _owJedgmeDt 

to, ill. 

ERRATA 

Il"'"_ Labelr ia the United Statee, I (UniT. Calif. PubL ....... VI). 

Ilap 1, foUowiag page 292, Ke:r, line 8, for B-rG read B-r~. 
Map " following p_ 29!, Ke:r, line 12, tor 100 read 1,000. 




