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PREFACE 

THESE dialogues for the most part explain themselves. They 
deal more with character and personality than with doctrine 
and history. 
The first was part of a lecture given in the London School of 
Economics, 19th January, 1926, on Adam Smith and the 
Classical Economists. 
The second was written for an Adam Smith club founded in 
the 'Tower Hamlets' in 1880 and now meeting in the 
Friends' Meeting House, Euston Road. It was read there on 
14th October,1930. 
The third was a contribution to the volume of Economic Essu,ys 
prepared in honour of the doyen of American economists, 
John Baus Clark, in 1927, and printed for the American 
Economic Association, who have kindly allowed republica
.tion. 
The fourth may be taken as a sequel to the third. It was 
written in the present year. . 
The fifth was written in 1927, and appeared this year, 1930, 
in the April number of the Indian Journal of Economics, Vol. X. 
Part 4. It is republished by the courtesy of the Indian 
Economic Association, Allahabad. 
The writer has made use of a similar form of dialogue, 
Shaftesbury taking the chief place, in Moral Sense (Library of 
Philosophy, Allen and Unwin, 1930, Appendix). 

J. B. 
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