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PREFACE 

THIs book is an outgrowth, in the first instance, of material used 
for several years in presenting principles of employment psycho
logy to college students, and in the second instance, of practical 
experience in personnel work and frequent contact with business 
men interested in psychology in so far as it re1stes to their pro
blems. Effort is made, on the one hand, to give a fairly compre
hensive account of the principles involved for the use of students 
preparing for practical psychological work in industry, a.ild on the 
other hand, to avoid a discussion that is too technical for the reader 
without a psychological background. This does not mean; how
ever, that the treatment is superficial. It is hoped, on the con
trary, that the. business man reading the book will realize the 
importance of a careful experimental approach to scientific em
ployment psychology. 

Sta.tistical methods must of necessity form a part of the discus-: 
sion. Although many persons shy at statistics, they are of such 
wide applicability in employment work that they cannot logically 
be omitted. No assumption of mathematical knowledge, however, 
ill made, and the effort has been to make any statistical discussion 
as simple and as clear as possible. Wherever it has proved feasible 
to describe a method in a general way and relegate the more exact
ing details to the a.ppendix, this has been done. 

The critical psychological reader will notice that no definite 
stand has been taken regarding the fundamental points of view 
or metaphysical considerations of theoretical psychology. The 
author feels that these problems are not germane to the present 
discussion. The important thing is to predict occupational success 
whether this is construed from the standpoint of mind or muscle. 
It is pragmatically justifiable to speak of a "test of attention" re
gardless of the ultimate nature of attention or whether such a cate
gory exists at all. The employment psychologist's task is to arrive 
at his practical goal regardless of the route taken. Most of us en-
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gaged in this field are too busy with our own problems to solve the 
fundamental issues with which other psychologists are better qual
ified to deal. In the following discussion it will probably be found 
that the methods are for the most part objective, but that the ter
minology is conventional. Experience in presenting psychological 
principles to the practical man hu indicated the desirability of dis
cussing them in terms of everyday vocabulary. 

A work of this sort naturally draws rather heavily from experi
mental material contributed by many psychologists. Such studies 
as are referred ·to are cited mainly for illustrative purposes rather 
than in the nature of a critical review. To this end little mention 
is made of many details such as the time limit for a mental test, or 
the actual number of persons involved in a particular experimental 
study. This is done in order to avoid confusion from too many 
figures, and does not detract appreciably from the illustrative 
value of the citation. Reference is always made to the biblio
graphy, however, so that the critical reader may, if he wishes, con
sult the original article and evaluate it for himself. 

The author is indebted to all those who have contributed their 
bit to the body of Psychological knowledge in this general field and 
whose results have been drawn upon rather extensively. He is 
especially indebted to H. L. Hollingworth, W. D. Scott, and A. J. 
Snow, whose contributions have been quoted more extensively. 
Grateful acknowledgment is likewise made to D. Appleton and 
Company, New York, for permission to quote from Vocational 
PB1JcJwlogy, by H. L. Hollingworth, Judging Human Character, by 
H. L. Hollingworth, and Applied PB1JMOlogy, by H. L. Holling
worth and A. T. Poffenberger; to the McGraw-Hill Book Com
pany, Inc., New York, for permission to quote from Th6 Selection 
and Training oj Salesmen, by H. G. Kenagy and C. S. Yoakum; to 
James P. Porter, editor, for permission to quote from Th6 Journal 
oj Applied PB1JMology; to A. W. Shaw Company, Chicago, for 
permission to quote from Personnel M antlflemtmt, by W. D. Scott 
and R. C. Clothier, and PB1JcJwlogy in BU8ines. Rel<Jtiona, by A. J. 
Snow; and to The Williams and Wilkins Company, Baltimore, for 
permission to quote from Ability to SeU, by M. J. Ream, and from 
The Journal of Personnel Research. 
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It is hoped that the book will show the practical man the im
portance of pa.insta.king scientific technique in employment psy
chology in contrast with the expeditious but unreIiable methods of 
unscientific pseudo-psychology. On the other hand, it is hoped 
that students who expect to pursue psychology in a practical way 
will find herein a fairly adequate background for plunging further 
into details. 

IiABoLD E. BURTT 
CoLllJIBUB, Omo 



CONTEl\T'fS 

I. INTRODUCTION'. • • • "- ...... -'. • • • 1 
General psy&ology - Applied psychology - Psychology in industry 
- The need for employment psychology - The problem of employ
ment psychology- Fundamental principle of employment psychology 
- Where employment psychology is most valuable - Employment 
psychology and human welfare - Outline. 

U. PSYCHOLOGY GOLD BRICJ<II • 14 
The intellectual underworld - Astrology - SpirituaIism - Phrenol-
ogy - Physiognomy - Experiment&\ evaluation of chamcter analy-
sis from physiognomy - Summary. 

m. HIsTORY OF SCIENTIFIC VOCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY • • 
Individual differences - Early development of ment&\ teets
Comparison of test scores with occupational ability - Psychology 
in the war - Employment psychology since the war - Summary. 

IV. TYPES 0 .. MmNTAL TESTS • • • .. .CIO 
C\assification - Tests of special capacity - Motor control- Sen
sory capacity - Attention - Lea.rning association - Reaction time 
- Space perception - Memory - Reasoning - Speed of decision -
Ingenuity - Ability to follow directions - Emotion - Honesty
Temperament - Tests of intelligence - Summary. 

V. MmNTAL TEST TECBNlQlJl!l • • 101 
Method of administration: Individual .s. group tests - Administ .... 

. tion: Method of test response - Administration: Types of test ..... 
sponse - Admiuistration: LimitlLtion upon test response - Ad
ministration: General precautions - Test materiaJ. - Test instruc
tions - Incentive - Scoring of tests - Reliability of teets - Sum
mary. 

VI. THE CRITERION • • 141 
Necessity - Estimstes by superiors - Production figures - Miscel
laneous criteria - Combining heterogeneous criteria - Summa.ry. 

VU. THE SUBJECTS USED IN EvALUATING TEsTS • 172 
General considemtions - Applicants for employment as subjects
Employees 88 subjects - Sampling of subjects - Miscellaneous 
factors - Summary. 



CONTENTS 

VIII. SPECIAL CAPACITr TESTS: TOTAL MENTAL SITUATION • • 185 
Preliminary procedure for test _h - An&lyzing the job with .. 
view to selecting tests - Reproduction of the total mental situation 
- Giving the tests to workers whose criterion is available - Correla
tion of test score with criterion -,Limitations of total situation 
method - Examples - Critical soares - Summary. 

be. SPEcuL CAPACITr 'lEsTs: 11m·MENT.u. COMPONENTS 01" TIDI 
JOB • 226 

Preliminary selection of testa - Finsl .. lection of tests - Weighting 
the final group of tests - Examples with partial correlation technique 
- Examples with less statistical refinement Miscellaneous brief 
examples - Follow~up procedure - Summary. 

X. INTELLIGENCE ANn VOCATIONAL.APnTtrn.,. • • 265 
Occupational hierarchy - Intelligence surveys - Correlation of 
intelligence with the criterion - Critical scores in intelligence
Optimum "'. maximum inte1ligence - Summary. 

XI. INTmUSTS IN EMPLOYMENT PSYCBOLOGY • .294 
Permanence of interest - Interest and ability - Methods of measu ... 
ing interest - Evaluation of measurements of interests - Summary. 

XII. RATING SCALmS • • 317 
Purpose - Selection of traits to be rated - Weighting the traits
Defining the traits - Man-to-man rating seale - Rating scale for 
oflicere - Rating seale for minor executivee - Rating by defined 
groups - Rating scale for executives - Leadership - Graphic rat-
ing scale - &liability of ratings - Validity of ratings - Sources of 
error in rating procedure - Training rates - Summary. 

XIII. M,SCELLANEOUS DETEIWINANTS OF VOCATIONAL .APnTtrn., • 371 
Value - 'Academic record - Initi8J. and subsequent succem in the 
same occupation - Personal history or application blank - Letters 
of application - Recommendations - The interview-Interviewer'. . 
rating scale for executives - Summary. 

XIV. TsAIl" TESTS • • • • • • 431 
Trade tests ... tests of innate ea.pecity - Need for trade tests
Requirements of trade testa - Principles on which trade tests are 
based - Kinds of trade tests - Methods of developing and standard
ising - Examples of trade tests - General precautions - Summary. 

XV. JOB ANALYSIS •• 467 
Nature of job analysis- Purpcee - Need -The rale of psychology 
in job analysis - Method of seouring data - Occupational descrip-
tion - Psychological po88ibiliti.. in job analysis for employmen~ 
purposes - Summary. 



CONTENTS 

XVI. Tim OuTLooK !'OB EllPLOYHENT PSYCHOLOGY • -. - .' • 489 
Summary of psychological technique applied to employment methods 
- Present trends-Attitude of workers and management toward em
ploymeot psychology - N"""';ty for further research - Essentials 
for futwe research -,The aocial implicatiODS of empioymeot psy
cho1ogy. 

APPEImrx 
I. ILLlJIITBATJNG TBB Tli:CBNIQUlII 01' CoRRELATIOIIr • • • 511 

n. CoHBDmlG R..unm!G8 WITIlIllrCOIIPLETI!I DATA. • • 517 
m. lLLuSTlU.TJNG TBB DEB[\' ATION 01' A REGJiESSIOIIr EQUATION 520 

BIBLIOGBAPIlY • .7.527 

INnBE. .565 



PRINCIPLES OF 
EMPLOYMENT PSYCHOLOGY 

• • • 
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

General psychology. Psychology studies the mind and its ob
jective manifestations. It endeavors to describe facts and to 
derive general laws with a view to predicting how One will feel, 
think, and act under given conditions and with a view to control
ling those feelings, thoughts, and actions by controlling the condi
tions. Its method from the time of classical Greece until the nine
teenth century was largely specuWl.ilJ/J and casUal. The science has 
now, however, moved from the armchair to the laboratory and is 
distinctly experimental in character. If the early psychologist was 
interested, for instance, in the bodily accompaniments of emotion, 
he sat and imagined himself in some dangerous or otherwise emo
tional situation and tried to observe his bodily feelings. The mod
em psychologist approaches the same problem by recording on a 
rotating drum covered with smoked paper the pulse, breathing, 
blood pressure, and involuntary movements of a person on whom 
the experiment is being conducted, and then induces emotional 
states by presentation of pictures, by personal insult, by snakes, or 
by providing a situation in which the person must sometimes lie and 
sometimes tell the truth. The early psychologist investigated color 
vision by looking at the sunset. The modern psychologist throws 
a beam of light through a prism and with narrow slits selects from 
the resulting spectrum bands of colored light of known wave length 
and varies their energy to determine the effect on visibility. To 
study the process of association of ideas, the early psychologist 
looked at some object such as a tree and noted what ideas came to 
him as a result. The modem psychologist uses an instrument 
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which suddenly exp0se8 a typewritten stimulus word and measures 
in thousandths of a second the time between the inetant of exposure 
and the instant an observer speaks into a diaphragm the first ass0-

ciated word that comes to him. The .early psychologist was con
tent with a few casual observations. The modem psychologist 
often makes hundreds and subjects the results to rigorous mathe
matical treatment. In almost any psychological laboratory are to 
be . found precision instruments; adaptations of electrical and 
mechanical principles to specific problems, printed blanks for 
standardized mental tests, and statistical equipment. 

Applied psychology is a more recent development. Almost no 
practical use was made of psychological principles until the present 
century. There are several reasons for this. In the first place 
there could be no application of the science until there were some 
principles to apply. A certain theoretical background is necessary 
in any science before it reaches the practical stage. It must be re
membered that, although there was some experimentati()D prior to 
that time, the first actual psychological laboratory was established 
in 1879. There were many psychologists as late as 1917 who be
lieved that the theoretical basis had not been sufficiently laid for 
an applied science. Most of them, however, aided in the attempt 
to apply psychology to war problems and their change of opinion 
was amply justified. 

A second factor which delayed the advent of applied psychology 
was the charlatan. Many a worthless proposition for improving 
efficiency, analyzing character, or curing a.i1ments was presented 
under the guise of psychology. People invested in such proposi
tions and were subsequently disappointed. Consequently, when a 
real applied psychologist approached them they reca.1led their earlier 
experience with "psychology" and failed to react favorably to his 
proposals. The psychology" gold brick" will be discussed in more 
detail in the next chapter. The point in the present connection is 
that the pseudo-psyohologist injured the reputation of the real 
psychologist and made it difficult for the latter to make progress in 
his practical contacts. 

A third factor involved in the late development of applied psy
chology was the emphasis on general laws rather than on individual 
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differences. Following the lead of the other sciences the general 
principles were studied first. It was quite natural that interest 
should first center, for instance, on the general relation between 
memory and the method by which a poem was studied - as a 
whole or piecemea.!, - rather than on the fact that one individual 
possessed different memory ability from another. It was likewise 
to be expected that the earlier experiments would be more con
cerned with determining to which sort of signal one could react more 
quickly - auditory or viaual- rather than with ascertaining 
whether one individual could react a few hundredths of a second 
more rapidly than another individual. Yet it is these latter aspects 
that are often of greatest interest to the applied psychologist. He 
is concerned with such things as the intelligence of an individual 
child who is backward in school, the early emotioual experiences of 
a particular patient with an obsession, the changes in blood pres
sure of a given criminal suspect during examination, or the atten
tion and reaction time of a certain prospective employee. Until 
there was a partial shift from the study of general laws to the in
vestigation of individual differences the time was not ripe for ap
plied psychology. The last ten or fifteen years, however, have wit
nessed very distinct advances in the contact of psychology with 
education, law, medicine, and business. 

Psychology in industry, Modem industry is especially con
cerned with three things - raw materia1s, equipment to construct 
the product from these materials, and human beings to operate the 
equipment, keep records, plan, a.nd supervise. The first of these 
involves such sciences as geology, botany, chemistry, and eco
nomics; the second fa.lls especially within the sphere of engineering; 
but in the third there has developed of late years a realization of the 
importance of psychology. This importance lies in two outstand
ing directions: (1) selection of personnel; (2) industrial efficiency. 
The first of these involves primarily the placement of persons in the 
type of work to which they are best adapted. The second involves 
giving the person thus placed a. chance to realize his maximum effi
ciency by proper adjustment of the methods and conditions of work. 
It involves such'problems as training workmen, economy of move
ment, reduction of fatigue and monotony, the effect upon efficiency 
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of ventilation or illl1lI\ination, and industrial harmony. The pre
sent book is confined entirely to the first of these two aspects of in· 
dustrial psychology - the selection of personnel. 

The need for employment psychology is obvious. Every em· 
: ployment manager and every foreman is familiar with the occupa
tional misfit - the square peg in the round hole. The explanation 
of the presence of such misfits in industry is simple. Different jobs 
require for their satisfactory performance different mental and 
motor capacities. Individuals differ in mental and motor capacity, 
and it is frequently the case that the capacity necessary for the job 
and the capacity possessed by the person working at that job do not 
correspond. Suppose, to take an oversimplified example, that a job 
requires good memory and that applicants with good memory and 
with poor memory are available in about equal numbers. If they 
are hired at random, about half of them are doomed to failure be· 
cause they lack the requisite memory ability. A careful survey of 
almost any large plant would reveal many a workman with slow 
reaction time vainly trying to keep up with a rapidly operating 
machine, or a man with poor powers of attention attempting to con· 
centrate on a task that is too complex for him, or with intelligence 
too low to grasp the problems and make the decisions necessary in 
his work. 

The remedy consists obviously in placing a man in a job requiring 
aptitudes which he possesses. The management may know pretty 
well the requirements of the job just as it knows the requirements 
of the raw materials, but while it measures the tensile strength of 
the fabric and the specific gravity of the compound, it makes no 
effort to measure the mind of the workman who is handling that 

. fabric or compound. There was good reason for this a few years 
ago because methods of· mental measur'l'llent were not available, 
but this is no longer true. The development of mental tests, rating 
scales, and statistical technique has opened up a wide field for sci· 
entific contribution to the problems of employment. 

The problem of employment psychology consists of determining 
what mental capacities are needed for a given occupation and de
vising methods of measuring those capacities. 'l'hese measure
ments may then be used upon applicants to determine their poob-
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able success in the occupation. Instea.d of hiring a man without 
consideration of his menta.! quaIifications and waiting for time to 
show whether or not he is wisely placed, it is possible at the time of 
hiring to make some prediction of his ultimate success in a given 
job. The bulk of our present industrial work does not involve 

'lloCtual trade skill, but rather a Jiinited number of operations which 
the worker must learn after he is hired and the performance of 
which depends largely upon his innate capacity rather than upon 
any proficiency he has acquired in school or in a previous occupa.
tion. It is this type of personnel problem which is most frequently 
approached by the employment psychologist. The technique of 
mental tests or measurements of innate capacity is widely used in 
this connection. There is a further type of personnel problem 
which necessitates trade tests. This need arises when selecting 
workers such as carpenters or machinists who profess, at the time 
they are hired, some trade proficiency. It is desirable to determine 
by a trade test whether they actually have the proficiency which 
they claim. 

Fundamental principle of employment psychology. There is one 
principle that is absolutely fundamenta.! in dealing with the above 
problems. The tests or other measurements to be used in selecting 
persons for a given occupation must be evaluated by giving them to 
persons whose actual ability in that occupation is known and effi
ciency in the teslB cqmpared with efficiency in tIuJ occupation. In 
other words, we must not devise a test that seems plausible, trust 
that it will work, and start using it for employment purposes. We 
must first rest the test. If workmen who are good in the test are good 
in the occupation and those ,who are poor in the test are poor in the 
occupation, then the test is valid, while if there is no consistent re
lation between occupational ability and test score the test is useless. 
In the latter case the test is promptly scrapped. In the former 
case, if the test is given to a prospective employee who has never 
worked at the occupation in question and he makes a high score, it 
is fairly safe to predict that he will be successful in the' occupation 
after he has learned it, while if he makes a low test score it is prob
able that he will be unsuccessful even after long training. The 
procedure is, of course, not as simple as outlined here and subse-
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quent chapters will discuss the methods in considerable detaiL 
However, this principle of testing the tests is central to the whole 
problem and its observance marks the difference between scientific 
and unscientific employment psychology. 

Where employment psychology is most valuable. If an estab
lishment is contemplating the introduction of psychological meth
ods of employment, the question naturally arises as to where it will 
be most profitable to begin. It is not feasible and probably not 
worth while to devise psychological methods for every job. It is 
naturally desirable to place the effort where it will do the most good. 
This involves two problems: (1) determining where the need is 
greatest and (2) determining where conditions are such that psy
chological methods will be valid. 

The management usually has & pretty good notion of the locus of 
the greatest need. A high labor turnover often indicates occupa
tional misfits. Other things, of course, contribute to turnover, but 
the square peg in the round hole is no mean factor, and it is usually 
possible to determine whether the other factors are important in a 
given case. The need for these employment methods depends 
further on the relation between applicants and vacancies. If the 
number of applicants for work of a given sort is no greater than the 
number of vacancies, selective methods are unnecessary because no 
selection can be made. Every one who applies must be hired. If, 
however, the applicants exceed the vacancies in number, it is neces
sary to hire some and reject others. There is then opportunity for 
psychological methods to aid in the selection of those who have the 
greatest promise of success. 

From the standpoint of psychological technique there are two 
considerations involved in determining where such methods will be 
valid. In the first place, the measurements must be standardized 
on a considerable number of workmen. There is a danger in sta
tistics of basing results on too small & number of observations. A 
meteorologist would not measure the temperature for two days dur
ing one summer in order to predict the temperature the next sum
mer. It would be equally absurd for a psychologist to standardize a 
mental test on two lathe operators, a good one and a poor one, with 
a view to predicting the ability of others who were teste~' The-
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oretically one should use a sufficient number of operators so that if 
any more were added to the group the results would not be signifi
cantly changed. Few psychologists would be content with less 
than twenty individuals and fifty are better. Consequently, if 
there are only a few persons working at a given job it is useless to 
try to standardize upon them any occupational tests for that job. 
The other technical consideration involved is the attitude of the 
workers on w~om the measurements are being standardized. A 
mental test is worflless unless the person taking it does his best. 
Tests are dC3i:;c.ed to measure a person's maximlJDl capacity of a 
given sort. If one does not exert himself to maximum effort the 
results are meaningless, for the superiority of one person to another 
in test score may merely signify that he tried harder and not that 
he possessed any superior ability. Consequently, if the workers on 
whom the test is to be standardized are hostile so that they will in
tentionally do poorly or make no effort to follow directions, or if the 
proposition cannot be presented to them in such a way that they 
will take it seriously, it is better not to attempt it at all. This 
arousal of proper attitude in many cases, however, calls merely for 
tact on the part of the lIl8JllIgeIIlent and the psychologist. When 
workers understand the real purpose of the testing program, they 
will realize that it is being carried out for the advantage of pro
spective workers as well as of the lIl8JllIgeIIlent. They will app_ 
eiate it as a serious matter and will cOOperate. Having thus deter
mined where the need for more efficient selection of employees is 
greatest and where there is a good prospect of valid results, the em
ployment psychologist may then embark upon his program of test
ing the tests. 

Employment psychology and human welfare. But the program 
to be discussed has still wider implications in the social order, and 
before plunging into detsils it will be well to consider employment 
psychology from the broad standpoint of its contribution to human 
welfare. This is desirable because of the feeling existing in some 
cireles that any methods aimed at inereased industrial efficiency are 
one-sided - benefiting the employer, but not the employee; and 
further, because of the prevalent impression that such methods 
treat the worker as a machine and evaluate and dispode of him in 
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automatic fashion. These notions are without foundation as tar 88 
the psychologist is concerned. 

Such methods, to be sure, are usually initiated by the manage
ment and obviously because they expect them to work to their 
financial benefit. But this does not mean that the principles 
adopted will not also benefit the employee. Both employer and 
employee are tremendously concerned with proper placement of the 
individual. The occupational misfit is an economic loss both to the 
company and to himself. He naturally decreases production, but 
he also decreases his own pay. He has little prospect of advance
ment, and the ultimate outcome is often his dismissal or his volun
tary separation from the concern. He might have spent his time 
more profitably in learning an occupation for which he was better 
adapted. It may sometimes seem to be an immediate hardship to 
refuse a man a job for which he is unquaIified, but it is doubtless a 
kindness to him in the end. Moreover, it is frequently a question, 
not of rejecting him altogether, but rather of finding some other 
place in the plant where he will qualify. Economic waste hits aU 
of us including the workman himself, and there is no waste more 
far-reaching than misdirected human activity. Employment psy
chology tries to alleviste this misdirected activity by placing indi
viduals in that particular occupation where they stand the greatest 
chance of success. 

Vocational adjustment may proceed from either end. We may 
take the individual and attempt to determine in which one of many 
vocations he has the greatest promise of success. This is usually 
termed "vocational guidance." Or we may take a group of appli
cants for a job and determine those that are best quaIified. This is 
usually called "vocational selection." The present book is c0n

cerned ouly with the latter. The two fields, however, are not un
related. As vocational selection develops standards for hiring 
people for various jobs, those standards can be subsequently used 
in guiding individuals. If, for instance, tests or other methods have 
been devised for selecting machinists and salesmen, it will be p0s

sible to give both sets to a youngster seeking a vocational objective 
and tell him in which of these directions he stands the greatest 
Qhance of success. It will be many years, of course, before occupa.o 
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tional standards are developed in sufficient numbers to make pos
sible a comprehensive vocational guidance program along these 
lines, but the results can be used as fast as they become available. 
There is another way in which the work of selection indirectly con
tributes to guidance. H a person is refused a job in which the 
prognosis is very unfavorable, this increases his chances of locating 
something for which he is better adapted, and if he is prevented 
from entering a number of vocations in which he would never have 
a future, he is more liable to la.nd where he belongs. Employment 
psychology thus works to the interest of the employee as well as of 
the employer. 

The other prevalent notion, that the scientific employment pro
cess is automatic and mechanical in character, should be somewhat 
tempered. To be sure, the techniques to be discussed in the fol
lowing pages may ilive this impression to a certain degree. The 
procedure must in its large outline be rather objective and imper
sonal, but it is hoped that in many cases it will be supplemented by 
other factors and by the good judgment of the employment de
partment. For instance, a worker who represents the third genera
tion of the same family which has been employed in the mill con
stitutes a social factor that cannot be overlooked. An individual 
who is temporarily inefficient because of some disability should 
naturally receive special consideration. An applicant whose morale 
is temporarily disturbed by external factors should be treated as a 
special case. The notion of the square peg in the round hole is no~ 
to be construed literally as an absolute, inelastic proposition. To 
some extent the man influences the job and the job influences the 
man, and there are many instances where the fit was origina.11y 
slightly imperfect, but where minor changes produced a very 
effective result. The notion has been rather recently advanced of 
the "worker in his work unit." This unit involves the worker's 
capacity, interest, and opportunity. The most satisfactory results 
will come about through the interplay of these three. The worker 
needs certain minimum capacities in order to stand any chance of 
success in his job, but he also needs opportunity to develop those 
capacities and possibly others, and he needs such interest in the 
work as will enable those capacities to function adequately. It is 



10 EMPLOYMENT PSYCHOLOGY 

even probable that in some instances ability will conflict with 
interest. The latter should then be treated with respect and it 
should not be forgotten that the worker is an individual. If he feels 
that brick-laying is the one sort of work in all the world that inter
ests him, this should receive some consideration in his final place
ment. Interests, however, are often due to an individual's experi
ence rather than to any innate factor and to that extent are perhaps 
somewhat less of a fixed entity than are his capacities. A person 
sometimes likes a given job because he started there originally or 
because he has friends who induced him to go into that particular 
work. Or perhaps he prefers to work in New York near the bright 
lights, although there are better openings elsewhere. If an appli
cant is manifestly unfitted for a given job, but is tremendously in
terested in it, this situation caIls for tact on the part of the employer 
in showing him his smaIl chance of advancement in this line and his 
better possibilities in some other line. Effort may well be made in 
such cases to interest the applicant in some other kind of work for 
which he has the requisite ability. Even if he starts out with Ii 
definite interest in a given job, but without the ability, it is quite 
probable that in the course of time, when success has not come, his 
interest will wane. A common type of interest that leads to con
siderable confusion in vocational adjustments is the desire p0s

sessed by a great many workers for a white-collar job. In some 
circles there appears to be a certain social stigma attached to an 
occupation which involves more or less dirt. This stigma is en
tirely unfounded. The work of the man in overalls is often more of 
a social contribution than that of the man in the white collar. After 
all, an individual's greatest contribution is to be made in the line 
for which he is best fitted. It is better for a man to be an expert 
machinist than a poor lawyer or to be an efficient carpenter than an 
ineffective physician. 

These problems of vocational adjustment have still wider impli
cations in the social order and extend beyond the machine shop or 
the stitching room. The maladjusted worker constitutes a serious 
social problem. He is apt to be in economic difficulty and even in 
straitened circumstances because, if he is engaged in work for which 
he is not qualified, he is likely to be penalized in his compensation. 
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It is probable that this factor contnoutes materially to poverty and 
the ills that go with it. It may likewise contnoute to even worse 
things. Many delinquents or criminals can be accounted for 
through economic failures. Typical of this class is the individual 
(often of low inteIligence) who is hired for one job after another, but 
fails in each after rather extensive trial, finally becomes discour
aged, and either shoulders a tin can and starts up the track or else 
begins with petty larceny and goes from bad to worse. Being re
fused at the outset some of these impossible jobs rather than being 
permitted to waste time trying to master them might have sifted 
the individual until he reached a place where he could fit. Further
more, these ma1adjustments lead to dissatisfaction and unhappi
ness. A considerable portion of our industrial unrest is due to the 
fact that workers are not engaged in those types of work for which 
they are suited. The continuous uphill effort and the subtle feeling 
of not getting along, while old age and sickness and unforeseen em
ergencies stand in the oiling, give the worker's life an emotional 
undereurrent that is undesirable. It may express itself in his atti
tude toward his family or toward his employer or toward his fellow 
man in general. Having a job for which he is adapted will appre
cisbly alter this undercurrent of dissatisfaction and unhappiness. 

So the employment pgyehologist is confronted with the immedi
ate problem of selecting men for a particular job, but is also indi
rectly concerned with the more remote but more far-reaching socia1 
problem of vocational adjustment. If every factory operative, 
every office worker, every one on the road and every one at an execu
tive's desk could be doing that type of work for which he was best 
adapted and in which he was most interested, the world would be a 
better place. The following pages will discuss psychology's humble 
contnoution to these ends. 

Outline. The next chapter discusses the pgyehological "gold 
brick." It is desirable to dispose of these pseudo-psychologies be
fore proceeding to discuss scientific methods. There is so much 
misuse of the term "psychology" and there are so many things on 
the market purporting to be applied psychology that it seems best 
to clear the ground at the beginning. Chapter m sketches the 
history of scientific vocational psychology. Inasmuch as mental 
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tests playa large rale in employment psychology they are dealt 
with in a general way before proceeding to their actual application. 
Chapter IV describes typical mental tests with which a psycholo
gist should be familiar before engaging in employment research. 
Chapter V deals with generaJ. test technique - the devising and 
administering of tests. 

As suggested above, the tests for a given occupation must be 
evaluated by comparing test scores with ability in the occupation. 
This latter factor is technically called the .. criterion." The meth
ods of obtaining this criterion - estimates by foremen or production 
figures - and means for combining various criteria into a single one 
are discussed in Chapter VI. The next chapter considers the .. sub
jects" or workmen on whom the measurements are to be standard
ized. The distinction between measurements of capacity and pro
ficiency has already been made. The former of these may be 
divided into special capacity such as memory, attention, judgment 
or reaction time, and general capacity or intelligence. Chapters 
VIII and IX deal with special mental capacities in relation to actual 
vocatioual performance. The former discusses the case in which 
we attempt to devise a special test that reproduces the total mental 
situation involved in the job and the latter the method of dividing 
and analyzing the job into its mental components and measuring 
them separately. The technique of comparing or correlating test 
and criterion is described and illustrated for various occupations. 
Chapter X treats general mental capacity or intelligence in Bome
what similar fashion. A separate ehapter (XI) is devoted to inter
ests. The employment psyehologist is beginning to realize that 
other things besides ability are of importance, particularly a per
son's interest in and attitude toward his occupation. The scientific 
work upon these factors is not as far advanced as the work upon 
capacities, but such results as are available are presented. 

There are many aspects of personality that we are at present 
unable to measure - such things as honesty, tact, leadership. 
Some information regarding these is often desirable in employ
ment problems. It is at present necessary to depend in such cases 
on the judgments or estimates of persons who know the applicant 
in question. However, it is possible to obtain these estimates in 
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fairly scientific fashion and to make them eonsidcrably more reliable 
than if obtained in the ordinary manner. These methods are m... 
cussed in Chapter XU on rating scales. There are various misce1-
laneous factors more or less related to vocational aptitude that are 
l!OIIletimes used in lien of, or as a supplement to, tests. Some of 
these are discussed in Chapter XIII - academic record, per9OlUI! 
history blank. letter of application, recommendations, and the 
interview. 

Methods of measuring proficiency as contrasted with capacity, 
i.e., trade tests, are discussed in Chapter XIV. 'The technique for 
devising and standardizing them is given with examples of the 
different kinds. Chapter XV deals with job analysis and specifi
cations. It does not cover the entire field and method of job ana
lysis, but confines it.geIf mainly to the place of psychology in the 
more complete program of job analysis. The last chapter deals 
with the present status and the future possibilities of employment; 
psychology. 



CHAPTER IT 
PSYCHOLOGY GOLD BRICKS 

THE INTELLECTUAL UNDERWORLD 

b a man of wealth became interested in psychological methods for 
analyzing the mental traits of his children or his employees and this 
interest received due publicity, he would shortly be waited upon by 
a delegation from the intellectual underworld. Some would pro
pose to read the horoscope of the parties in question, others to 
study the lines on the palm of the hand, others to feel the bumps 
on the heads under consideration; another would bring along a 
neurotic friend who could go into a trance and communicate with 
some deceased relative in the spirit world to see what he thought 
about it, while still others would present methods Cor. predicting 
character and Cuture success Crom the shape of the forehead, ears, 
nose, or chin, from bodily posture or gait, or even Crom the position 
in which the middle vest button was characteristically worn. If 
our friend asked these various persons individually if their tech
nique was psychological, they would undoubtedly answer in the 
affirmative. If he inquired whether their methods were infallible 
or whether they could predict with only a certain margin of error, 
they would assure hi:m that their results were certain, that they 
never made mistakes, and that error was a thing with which they 
were unfamiliar and Cor which they had no use. If he took the 
trouble to have a number oC them make their obeervations and 
predictions separately, he would probably find them contradicting 
one another on salient points. If, on the other hand, he chose at 
random and Collowed the advice of one member of the delegation 
in planning, Cor instance, his child's career or in promoting minor 
executives, he would doubtless find ultimate results markedly a~ 
variance with the prediction. Suppose that after this experience 
our Criend read an advertisement Cor a book like the present one 
purporting to discuss the application oC scientific psychology to the 
type of problem in which he was interested. His first reaction 
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could be easily predicted. He could not be blamed for rejecting 
such a work as another of those .. psychologiea1" things with which 
he had had such unfortunate experience. He could not be expected 
to discriminate between real psychology and pseudo-psychology 
because be had never studied the former and no scientist had ever 
enlightened him. That is why in the present diseussion of em
ployment psychology it seems best to clear the ground at the outset; 
before telling what psychology can do, to tell what it does not do, 
and to mention some things that have no right to masquerade, as 
at present, under the name of psychology. 

The reason for its eDstence. The reason for the existence of 
this pseudo-psychology is obvious - it pays the one who is pro
moting it. It lends itself admirably to advertising and to commer
cial exploitation. The" prospect" is confronted with statem.enta 
and proposals about his own mind. These intimate m&tteI8 
naturally arouse his interest and arrest his attention, and this is a 
first step in the sale. Furthermore, in the mind of the layman, 
there is a certain atmosphere of mystery surrounding "psycho
logy." There is a natural credulity toward the unknown or little 
understood. This makes one somewhat prone to believe the in
definite statementa of the "applied psychologist," and belief is a 
second important step in the sale. It has thus been possible to 
capitalise interest and crednlity and lead persons to accept a propo
sition, disguised with pseudo-psychologiea1 terminology, which 
they would reject under other eircumstan-. Consequently, the 
last few yeam have wito s d a mushroom crop of "applied psy
chologists" who never saw a laboratory or clinic, but wbo pay big 
income taxes; an avalanche of literature about obtaining health, 
happiness, and BUccess by the use of various "systems" of vibra.
tions or mental dynamism which contain no more psychology than 
the solar system; the development of institutions of iea.ming which 
teach "divine metaphysics" and other BUbjeets related to mental 
efficieney; and lately the advent of the "mental broadcasting sta
tion" which broadcasts treatment or advice to subscribem. 

Main. objection of psychologists. The real psychologists object 
to this sort of thing primarily because it is presented under the 
guise of psychology. H it were called "gaIomalism" or some other 
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meaningless name and the gUllible wished to invest, it would be 
nobody's business. But it is called "psychology," and when the 
promised improvement in memory fails to materialize, when the 
blonde employees fail to come up to expectations, when the position 
of the vest button proves to be non-differential of the ss1esman's 
success, and when the inspirational phonograph records and the 
psychology hymns fail to raise the salary, then real psychology gets 
the blame. 

Present extent. The number of such gold bricks that are on the 
market is appaUing. There are popular "psychology" magazines 
filled with encouragement and inspiration for those who are un
fortunate or ambitious. A large amount of advertising space is 
devoted to courses and systems. In many of the large cities ap
plied psychology clubs have been organized to meet periodically for 
exercises in concentration. When a ss1esman comes to town with a 
supply of gold bricks he is given excellent publicity by the press and 
when he leaves he takes thousands of dollars with him. There 
could be no better vindication of the late Mr. Barnum's famous 
epigram. 

It is beyond the scope of the present work to discuss aU aspeete 
of pseudo-psychology. Consideration will be given only to those 
which, at one time or another, have purported to have a bearing on 
vocational or employment problems. Critical discussion of mental 
efficiency methods and therapeutic devices must be omitted. Re
garding these only one suggestion will be made. If a person cIaims 
to be a "psychologist," it will be found illuminating to ascertain if 
he is a member of the American Psychological Association. This 
is the official organization of scientific psychologists. It has rigid 
requirements for membership, and if a person is elected it is highly 
probable that he is a real psychologist. If he is not a member, it is 
pertinent to inq~ the reason. Very few persons outside the As
sociation know enough psychology to be using it to any great extent 
in a practical way. The Association publishes an annual directory 
of its members and at almost any university or college some mem
ber of the psychology department will be glad to answer inquiries 
as to whether certain names appear in that directory. , 
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ASl'BOLOGY 

Astrology is one of the oldest methods of analyzing character, 
but it is still with us. Its absurdity may be best shown by a quo
tation from a recent guide to character analysis. Persons born in 
February 

are very intuitive and good judge. m ebaracler and human nalme. 'They 
are sueeessful in mercantile interests and enterprises. It is said that the 
best wives are horn in this month being aIwa)'S faithful and devoted. 
Great sineerity and power are JlOS'libJe for those horn in this mooth. 'They 
rise 10 great heights and on the other hand are inclined 10 sink to the 
lowest depths. ••• 'Their most common diseases are m the nervous and 
rheumatic orden!. 'They shooJd gua!d their actio ... on the ninth and six
teenth day m each month. .•• 'They will excel in music and art and shooJd 
many those horn in October, January or JUDe. (246, B.)' 

This quotation may seem too absurd to be worth mentioning, but 
statements similar to the foregoing were recently radiocast from 
one of the Eastern stations and horoscopes read over the radio for 
persons who submitted the requisite persooaI data.. In writings OD 

astrology the absence of statistics is noticeable and there is appar
ently no P1i"ort to ascertain empirically if the alleged relations exist. 

Astrology, however, has aetua1ly appeared in the employment 
office. The writer knows the man who does practically all the hir
ing f .... an industrial eoncem with a personnel of over a thousand. 
There are certain types of very dusty work which many who are 
hired are unable to stand. The employment man's theory is that 
persons who are born in the spring are unsuited for this job. This 
theory is doubtless the result of some observation. The date of 
birth is one of the items on the appJieation blank and contract, and 
it is natural that the employment man should occasionally notice it 
at the time an employee was leaving on account of the dust. The 
writer inquired whether record was ever kept of the birthdays of 
all who left nuder these cireumstanees to ascertain if any were not 
born in the spring, but this had never been done. A few days leter 
the writer was called in to get a conclusive .. proof" of the theory by 
interviewing a man who was leaving for the above reason and who 

• Thn>oJd>_1he boot ticuno iD ....... _,.,.. to the bihtiocnpby. A fi&um 
iD _ jndjce'eolhe _ iD >be __ doooted Iv >be ~ ......... 
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admitted that he was born in April. Similar cases of astrology in 
the employment office could doubtless be found. At any rate, it 
would be well for a chief executive to ascertain whether anything 
of this sort is operating in his own concern. Many a man who is 
normal in most respects may make some utterly illogical generaliza
tion like the foregoing on the basis of a few observations. It is a 
thing of which no record would be made, but which might very con
siderably color personal opinion in jUdging applicants. 

BPmlTU ALIBI( 

Spiritualism likewise plays a greater rale in vocational and em
ployment problems than is realized. Great numbers of persons 
attend seances seeking information and advice, and many of the 
questions asked fall within this field. Many of the teachers of a hIgh 
school near Boston regularly consult a famous medium in the vicin
ity. A memher of the New York Stock Exchange whose name is 
familiar to most of the readers of this book regularly consults a cer
tain medium before going to the Exchange or embarking on any 
important venture. Many localities have a practitioner who by 
spiritualism or something similar solves problems for a host of 
clients. Such individuals presumably do not work in the employ
ment office, but have been known in some instances to advise on 
special personnel problems such as promotion or transfer in execu
tive positions, as well as to give individuals advice in selecting the 
type of work for which to apply. 

Of course an occasional visit to a spiritualistic meeting is suffi
cient to convince the scientifically minded of the inanity of the 
whole affair. Very general suggestions are put forth, such as "the 
spirit of an elderly lady with gray hair and a dark dress," or a dim 
spot of illumination appears in the dark room and whoever identi
fies the individual in question gets the message. Distressed rela
tives may catch the least word which remotely indicates that the 
spirit which they seek is in communication with them. One little 
sign which appeals to their waiting imagination shatters ordinary 
oaution and emotion supplants reason. There are some instances in 
which men of note whose sons have died have become champions 
of the spirituaIiatio call89. The writer himself has received me&-
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sages from friends in the spirit world, but he always had to help the 
medium or reader along a little in order to get the message. 

Futility unless telepathy can be demonstrated. While the psy
chical researchers have collected a quantity of data purporting to 
be authentic communications from famous people who have died 
(P~to sometimes writes English, by the way), there is one theoreti
cal point to consider. There is no presumption that a mind in this 
world can communicate with a mind in the spirit world unless it can 
be proved that two minds in this world can communicate without 
some physical medium such as light or sound. Telepathy has not 
been demonstrated under carefully controlled laboratory condi
tions. 

Laboratory experiments on telepathy. A few careful researches 
of this sort have been carried out by psychologists and their results 
are of more value than hundreds of random observations or un
scientific experiments. An experiment conducted in the Harvard 
Psychological Laboratory used a sort of split choice reaction. 
(619.) In the ordinary reaction experiment a person sees one of two 
lights appear, and if it is the one on the left he presses a telegraph 
key with the left hand, and if it is the one on the right, he presses a 
key with the right hand. In this experiment one person, the 
.. agent," observed the lights and another person, the "percipient," 
tried to operate the keys appropriately by "reading the mind" of 
the first person. The agent had before his eyes a small box with a 
hood attached. At the back of this box was a point of light to serve 
as a fixation mark. On each side of this were two small square 
areas either of which could be illuminated electrically. According 
to which was illuminated the agent concentrated on the right or the 
left. The percipient had his hand on a little platform mounted very 
delicately so it could be moved to the right or left with practically 
no effort. The task of the percipient was to move this platform or 
key in the direction of which the agent was thinking. An auto
matic shuffler presented the lights in a perfectly random order. A 
buzzer signaled to the percipient by two faint sounds when a light 
had been presented to the agent, He then tried to think whether 
the agent was concentrating right or left and to move his key ac
cordingly. The exposure continued for 30 seconds and just be-
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fore the end of this time a circuit was automatically closed which 
recorded the position of the percipient's key as right or left. There 
was then a 50-seconds rest before the next trial. The entire ap
paratus worked automatically and the number of correct and in
correct reactions was recorded on electric counters. The control 
and recording apparatus was in a Separate room. The agent and 
percipient sat in Morris chairs in a sound-proof room abeut six feet 
apart in complete darkness. Under the experimental conditions 
according to the laws of chance it was to be expected that 50 per 
cent of the reactions would be correct, just as in tossing a coin a 
large number of times heads will be thrown approximately half the 
time. In other words, chance or mere guessing would account for 
approximately 50 per cent correct answers. A significantly greater 
number than this would indicate the presence of some other factor 
- possibly telepathy. As a matter of fact, the result of about 
600 observations yielded 47 per cent correct answers. 

Some rather extensive telepathy experiments were conducted at 
Leland Stanford University. (133.) A few typical results will be 
cited. Numbered blocks (numbers from 20 to 99) were drawn from 
a bag by the agent and effort made to transmit them to the percipi
ent in 1000 trials. The probability of getting tl:.e tens digit correct 
by accident was 12.5' per cent and the actual number correct 10.2 
per cent. Moreover, the agent sometimes thought abeut the num
ber by simply holding a visual picture of it vividly in mind, some
times by imagining the muscular sensation of speaking the number, 
and sometimes by imagining the sound of some one else speaking it. 
The percipient likewise recorded whether the numbers came to him 
in visual terms or in terms of the feeling of the speech muscles or of 

. sound. There was no correspondence between the way the agent 
thought of it and the way the percipient received it. 

A card-guessing experiment was conducted with abeut one 
hundred different agents and percipients, the agent in each instance 
drawing a card and concentrating on it and the percipient trying to 
tell what it was. In determining the color of the card, accident 
would account for 50 per cent correct answers with the actual re
sults 49.8 per cent correct. As to the number on the card, chance 
would give 10 per cent correct and the actual results were 10.5 
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per cent. As to the suit of the card with a chance expectation of 
25 per cent, the result was 26 per cent. There was no appreciable 
difference in results whether the agent and percipient were 1 or 
10 yards apart or whether the time interval for each trial was 10 or 
60 seconds. Moreover, the experiment was tried with 10 percipi
ents who were" psychics," i.e., claimed that they had ability along 
these lines of telepathy and c1airvoyance. Their results were not 
substantiaJly different from those of the other percipients. 

Other scientific experiments of this sort might be cited, but the 
foregoing are sufficient to make the point that telepathy has not 
been demonstrated under carefully controlled laboratory condi
tions, and until this is done it is useless to consider the possibilities 
of a mind in this world communicating with a mind in another 
world. Persons who accept advice fro", the spirit world for voca
tional or other purposes are Hying in the face of science and putting 
themselves at the mercy of ignorance or unscrupulousness in the 
form of a medium. 

PHRENOLOGY 

Phrenology is another type of pseudo-psychology that is still 
current. ANew England concern a few years ago engaged a phre
nologist to work in its employment office. The writer was on one 
occasion himself mistaken for a phrenologist. When it became 
noised about the office and factory that a psychologist was to begin 
work, a number of persons, it was discovered later, expected to 
have the contour of their skulls examined. 

Semblance of scientific basis. Phrenology did have historica.lly 
a little more semblance of a scientific basis than the other pseudo
psychologies mentioned above. Science had discovered that cer
tain parts of the brain were concerned with certain sensory or motor 
functions. If a portion of the skull was removed and the surface 
of the brain stimulated, movements of certain muscles might take 
place, and by stimulating different parts of the brain different 
muscle groups could be made to contract. Moreover, injury to a 
certain portion of the brain often left a person with some defect such 
as inability to see or hear or speak. Now when real scientists were 
presented with these facts, they set out to analyze the matter fur-
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ther by experimenting on the brains of living animals, by Post
mortem examination of the brains of persons who during life had 
some mental or motor defect, and by dissection and microscopic ex
amination to trace neural pathways from the sense organs and 
muscles to their destination in the brain. It was slow work and it 
is not yet completed. But all the phrenologist needed was a good 
start afforded by the knowledge that there was at least some brain ' 
localization no matter of how coarse a variety. It seemed plausi
ble enough that if there was a brain center for movement of the 
arms there should likewise be centers for memory, reverence, com
bativeness, conscientiousness, constructiveness, etc. Scientific 
method was too slow and laborious for the phrenologist. He made 
casual observations of his acquaintances, noting a little cranial 
protuberance here and there and attempting to find some mental 
trait of the individual to correspond, but neglected to ascertain 
whether any people with a similar protuberance lacked the trait or 
whether any with the trait lacked the protuberance. Thus he 
built up a system and mapped out the skull in an utterly illogical 
and unscientific fashion. This movement started about 1800 and 
there has been very little revision of the principles originally laid 
down. A work written in 1832 is still the standard to-day! 

Assumptions of phrenology. There are at least three assump
tions made by phrenology that are erroneous. In the first place, it 
assumes that there are a great number of specific traits or faculties 
that have their function located in a particular portion of the brain. 
All the evidence of scientific experiment, however, shows that the 
brain does not function in as small units as those claimed. It has 
been possible to locate regions concerned with various muscle 
groups and with vision, hearing, and most of the other senses. But 
no detailed areas have been found to be concerned with such things 
as high ver8U8 low tones or sensations of red ver8U8 blue. A map of 
the functional areas of the brain made by the scientist is very simple 
compared with that made by the phrenologist. Moreover, there 
are some parts of the brain with which no very definite function has 
as yet been found to be correlated, but phrenology long ago mapped 
the entire surface. A notion of the discrepancy between the actual 
findings of science and the assumptions of phrenology may be ob-
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tamed by a detailed consideration of a few regions of the brain. The 
first column in Table I lists the functions of certain brain regions 
that have actually been determined, while the sccond column gives 
the corresponding functions assigned to thOl!e regions by the phre
nologist. Attention is especially called to the location of .. rever-

TABLB I. 5cIE.'i'l'IFIC os. l'imENOLOGICAL STATEMENTS AS TO FmiCTION 
OF CERTAIN REolOm OF THB BRAIN 

AcIv.u. F'ulrorrolf .u DftZllIIDdD ft Ptr1rcmnr ALLzomt lIT P'mmtoroLOODml EvE ...... 

Movement of feet and legs Reverence 
Movement· of trunk and shoulders MarveloUBDe8!I 
Movement of hf\Dd and fingers Ideality 
Movement of jaws and lips COnstruetiveDee8 
Auditory sensations Destructivenes 
Touch, temperature, and mUBcle Hope 

8eDS&tions 
V1SUaI. seDsatiOns Love of children 
Maintenance of equilibrium AmativeneE8 

ence" in the region actually concerned with the movement of the 
feet and legs and of "amativeness" in the region actually con
cerned with the maintenance of equilibrium. Furthermore, the 
phrenologist locates memory in the front lower central part of the 
brain, a region the function of which has not lIB yet been scientifi
cally aacertained. It is actually found that the localization of 
memory follows that of the SClll!e department involved - injury to 
the visual region of the brain causing disturbance of memory for 
visual dete.ils, but not for auditory dete.ils. The functions in the 
left column include practically all whosc location the scientist con
siders determined. The phrenologist, on the other hand, prescnts 
a map comprising the functions of thirty-five different regions. 

The sccond erroneous assumption of phrenology is that there is a 
direct and obvious relation between the development of a trait and 
the size of the corresponding region of the brain. There is, to be 
sure, evidence of a slight relation between the size of the brain and 
intelligence, but the complexity of structure is equally important. 
When it comes to the development of the small regions with which 
the phrenologist is con.cerned, the difference, if any, would be prao-



, EMPWYMENT l'SYCHOWGY , 

tically invisible. For instance, it is pretty well established that 
speech is controlled by an area on the left side of the brain. Micro
scopic work indicates that the myer of gray matter in the corre
sponding region of the right side is not quite as thick, but the differ
ence in thickness is not over a millimeter. No phrenologice.I meth
ods could detect a difference of this magnitude. 

The fina\ IISBIlDlption is that a few casual observations a.ft'ord a 
BUfficient basis for generalization. This is, of course, contrary to all 
'scientific method which implies the collection and ste.tistice.I treat
ment of mrge numbers of observations before drawing conclusions. 
Books on phrenology comprise an e.ne.\ysis of a relatively small 
number of individue.I cases rather than a ste.tistice.I treatment of 
large numbers of persons. The absurdities to which this technique 
has led are manifest in Table I. So while phrenology had a more 
plausible basis than the other pseudo-psychologies, its fundamental 
IISBIlDlptions are unsound and it has absolutely no contribution to 
make to scientific employment psychology. " 

PHYSIOGNOMY 

Physiognomy is probably the most widely used of these question
able methods of ane.\yzing character or predicting mental capacity. 
If it is construed in a wide sense to include the appearance of the 
face and head and entire body, it will be found quite widespread. 
Many firms require a photograph with the application blank in in
stances where the person is not available for an interview, or use the 
photograph to select those who are to be interviewed. In some 
types of work attractive persone.\ appearance is, of course, a re
quisite, or race may be significant i but there is often a feeling that 
something of further ve.lue may be obtained from observing the 
photograph. Probably BOme aspect of the features influences the 
judgment, perhaps unconsciously, of the one eve.luatiog the appli
cation. The head of a mrge technice.I school arraoges his inte~ 
views with the boys who apply for entrance in such a way that they 
have to we.\k down a long aisle before reaching his desk. He be
lieves that he obtains ve.Iuable insight into their traits or capacities 
by observing their gait during their approach. One employment 
man has an antipathy to red hair. An office manager eschews , 
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blondes in his organization. It is then worth while to consider 
scientificaJIy the value of such methods for employment or voca
tional purposes. 

Popular belief in physiognomy is doubtless back of its more prac
tical use and commercial exploitation. In our literature and in our 
personal contacts we have been taught to attsch significance to the 
shifting eye, the high forehead, the receding chin, the dimple, the 
heavy jaw, the short neck, and even the erect posture or the 
shambling gait. These beliefs have developed like many of our 
other unscientific notions as a result of casual observation com
bined with an absence of logic. Then, when we come to consider 
character from the practical standpoint of employment, we merely 
carry over uncriticaJIy these notions that have developed in the 
popular mind. The basis of these popular beliefs may now be 
analyzed in a little more detail. 

Association by similarity. It is a fundamental law in psychology 
that one thing is apt to suggest or caJI to mind another which is 
similar to it. Thus the photograph of a friend suggests that friend 
because the contours of the former are similar to those of the latter. 
"Robin" may suggest "oriole"j or "cat" may suggest "tiger," for 
the same reason. This principle of analogy or association by simi
larity operates in our popular notions about physiognomy. A per
son with a short neck suggests a bull and we then attribute to him 
some of the stubborn characteristics of that animal. Cats are 
crafty and treacherous and clams are cool, flabby, and inert, and 
hence arises the importance which we attach to the feline tread or 
the clammy handshake. By the same principle of simiIarity a 
broad forehead suggests a broad mind, hard-textured flesh suggests 
a hard heart, and sharp features a sharp, penetrating intellect. Or, 
age.in, if the physiognomy of a stranger is like that of an acquaint
ance it is quite natural to e.ttribute to the former the traits of the 
latter. If one has had e. disagreeable personal experience with some 
one whose hair is red, he may assume that another person with simi
lar hair is likewise irascible. These popular generalizations, then, 
are readily explaine.ble by the law of association, but this does not 
justify them. The fe.ct that one thing reminds you of something 
else does not establish it as e. scientific truth that there is e.ny real 
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relation between the two. The popular mind is content with its 
assumption, and if sometimes the relation proves subsequently to 
hold and sometimes the reverse, it is customary to remember the 
former inetances and to forget the latter. 

Observation infiuenced by e:q>ectation. Another principle 
which is involved in the development of popular physiognomic na
tions is that we tend to see what we expect to see. H our attention 
is set for some particular aspect of an obiect, it is that part which 
we see first or which impresses us most vividly. In a familiar 
laboratory experiment in which a pointer swings along a scale and a 
bell rings at some particular point, if an observer is attending to or 
thinking about the bell he will judge that it sounds at an earlier 
position of the pointer than he will otherwise. Attending to the 
bell facilitates its entrance into consciousness. Or, again, if one 
attends to the trombone in an orchestra he can hear it stand out 
from the other instruments. A motor mechanic will detect a main 
bearing knock that the layman would overlook because the me
chanic takes an attitude of expectation. This principle then oper
ates to substantiate our beliefs in pbysiognomy. H a person shakes 
hands weakly we expect that he is going to show some vacillation, 
and while he perhaps manifests that trait no more than do other 
persons with whom we come in contact we are all "set" for it in his 
case and notice instances which would otherwise escape us. Or, if 
we observe some one with large ears and have been taught that these 
denote parsimoniousness, we watch for inetances which might be 
construed as manifesting that trait and magnify them, although our 
friends with small ears may be acting in a similar manner. But 
once we observe these expected traits they serve further to confirm 
our generalization, as another case "which proves it." 

Evidence of habitual activity. There are some aspects of popular 
physiognomy, however, which seem to have an objective reason to 
account for them instead of being dependent purely on the ass0cia
tion process or attention attitude of the person making or corrobor
ating the generalization. It seems plausible at first glance that 
certain habitual activities should leave their impression in observ
able form on the face or body. A studious person bending over his 

" books for years may become round-shouldered. A pugilist may 
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develop a tendency to look at his adversaries - and every one else 
- with his head turned toward the left and bent slightly forward. 
A philosopher may contraet his brows while he ponders until the 
wrinkle becomes permanent. A criminal may repeatedly avoid the 
gaze of his prospective victims till his eye becomes "shifty." While 
it is perfectly true that certain habitual tendencies may affect the 
musculature in a permanent fashion, there is a fallacy involved 
when it comes to reversing the proposition and assuming that those 
with round shoulders are studious, that those with a sidewise gaze 
are belligerent, that those with wrinkled brows are philosophers, and 
that those with unsteady eyes are criminalistic. Suppose, to take 
a more obvious example, that all the Chinese students in a univer
sity (probably by reason of language handicap) scored less than 
78 points in an intelligence test, it would be obviously fallacious to 
argue that all students who scored less than 78 points were Chinese. 
Yet this is exactly the same type of logical fallacy that is committed 
in assuming that the round-shouldered are studious, etc. As a 
matter of fact, there are other things that might equally well cause 
round shoulders, such as crap-shooting; or that might produce an 
unusual position of the head, such as rheumatism or infantile paral
ysis; or that might wrinkle the forehead, such as near-&ghtedness; 
or that might cause the eye to shift, such as shell shock. Popular 
beliefs regarding physiognomy have then no scienti1ic basis. They 
are used, however, by many persons in practical problems of predict
ing human charaeteristics and this uncritical use must obviously 
lead to many mistakes. Moreover, our popular notions pave the 
way for our acceptance of systems of character analysis that have 
been commercialized. 

Commercial systems of physiognomy. It was quite natural that 
the astute purveyor of psychology gold bricks should avail himseIf 
(or herself) of the fertile field of physiognomy in which the seeds of 
popular belief were already sprouted. H persons had some notions 
regarding the relation between the face or figure and character, why 
not devise a detailed system - arbitrary, to be sure, and without 
scientific foundation - and sell it to them? This is precisely what 
was done. The promoters wrote books and articles, and gave lec
tures and, best of all, personal consultation and advice, using such 
criteria as the following: 
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Texture is 8 great c!a&';fier of humanity. The individual of fine hair, 
fine-textured skin, delicately chiseled features, slender, graceful body and 
limbs, 88 8 general rule is refined, loves beauty and grace, and likes work 
either purely mental in nature or olIering an opportunity to handle fin. 
delicate material and tools. On the other hand, the man with coarse hair, 
coarse-textured skin, and large, strongly formed features inclines as a gen
eral rule to occupations in which strength, vigor, virility, and ability to 
live and work in the midst of harsh, rough, and unbeautiful conditions are 
prime requirements .•.• Blondes as 8 general rule are changeable, variety
loving, optimistic and speculstive, while brunettes are consistent, steady, 
dependable, serious, and conservative .... The man who resembles & grey
hound in form is quicker, keener, more responsive, and less enduring than 
the man who resembles the bulldog in form •••. Poets, educat<lrs, and os
Il&yists will show a marked tendency to resemble the triangle in structure 
of head and body - both head and body wide above and narrower in the 
lower portions. Generals, pioneers, builders, engineers, explorers, athletes, 
automobile racers, aeronauts, and others who lead a life of great activity, 
will show a general tendency toward structure on the lines of the square -
square face, square body, square hands. Judges, financiers, organizers, and 
commercial kings will show a general tendency toward structure upon the 
lin~ of the circle - round face, rounded body, and a tendency to round
ness in the hands and limbs. (246, S9.) 

Some of their work is merely a more literary restatement of 
popular beliefs and some of it is dogmatic assertion. . 

EXPERIMENTAL IWALUATION OF CHARACTER ANALYSIS mOil. 

PHYSIOGNOMY 

While the theoretical basis of such generalizations seems un
sound and while the criteria are mere observations and not actual 
measurements of the physiognomic characteristics in question, the 
crucial point is to determine experimentally whether the alleged 
re!stions actually exist. Suppose photographs are availsble of a 
group of intimate acquaintances who can give a pretty reliable 
estimate of one another. It is possible then to obtain a notion as to 
a person's status in each of a number of mental traits, that status 
being the combined judgment of his acquaintances. The photo
graphs may then be submitted to judges who have never seen the 
individuals in question and they may be reqnired to estimate each 
person in each trait from his photograph. Then these estimates 
made from physiognomy may be compared with the actual traits 
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as indicated by the combined judgment of acquaintances to deter- I 

mine whether physiognomy under these conditions has any validity 
in indicating the menta.! traits. This may best be done by the pro
cedure of "Correlation." This is a statistical method for indicat
ing the closeness with which any two variables or sets of traits or 
measurements &re related. If, for instance, those who &re rs.ted by 
their acquaintances as most inteIligent are likewise rs.ted from the 
photographs as most intelligent, and via !lel"sa, we speak of a "high 
positive correlation." If those actually most intelligent &re judged 
from the photogrs.phs to be least intelligent, and vice versa, we speak 
of a "high negative correlation," while if there is no tendency one 
way or the other we speak of a "zero correlation" or "no correl&
tion." By the use of proper formulre' it is possible to determine a 
"correlation coefficient" which indicates, not merely whether the 
correlation is high, low, or negative, but exactly how close is the re
lation between the two varisbles. A coefficient of 1.00 indicates 
perfect correlation - i.e., the person who is highest in one variable 
is correspondingly high in the other, the person who is next highest 
in one is proportionately high in the other, and so on down the list. 
From 1.00 the coefficient can rs.nge down through .zero to -1.00, 
which indicates a perfect negative correlation. In &ctua.l practice 
a coefficient less than .30 does not attract much attention, while 
with a coefficient of .50 there is manifestly some relation between 
the things that are correlated, but there is still considerable error in 
trying to predict one thing from the other. A further notion as to 
the meaning of correlations of a different magnitude may be ob
tained from the following consideration. Children of the same 
family resemble one another to some extent in physical character
istics. Twins resentble one another more strikingly in these re
spects. In some instances such physical characteristics have been 
measured in pairs of children from the same family and correlation 
coefficients computed between various physical characteristics of a 

1 Appendix I illu.trates the c:omputation of such coeffidents and gives a notion 01 
the significance of correlations of different magnitudell. In the examples presented 
there. sets of scores in test and job are given. These are then ranked. In the present 
conner-two the original eetimates on the basis of physiognomy or acquaintance con~ 
e:ist of ranks 80 that. the computation would begin with the third and fourth columna 
in the """",pi ... 
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child &Jld those same characteristics of the brother or sister. These 
correlation coefficients prove to be somewhere around .40. On the 

, other hand, when a similar procedure is followed for a group of 
twins the correlations are somewhere around .80. Consequently, 
when in the course of the following discussion we find a correlation 
of about .40, we may think of the two things in question being re
lated to about the extent that brothers and sisters resemble one 
another in physical characteristics; while if we come across a coeffi
cient of about .80, we may think of the two things in question being 
related as closely as twins resemble one another. 

Estimates of miscellaneous traits from physiognomy. A few 
studies of the sort just mentioned may be cited. A group of 25 
college women rated one another in a considerable number of fairly 
definite traits. (244,87.) Each individual took the names of the 
24 others and considering, for instance, "neatness," selected the one 
she considered neatest of all and marked her 1, then selected the 
next neatest and marked her 2, etc., so that the 24 were arranged in 
rank order from the neatest to the least neat. Then the same thing 
was done for refinement, sociability, and a series of other traits, each 
one being rated separately and each woman ranking all the other 
24 women. There was then available for each woman 24 estimates 
of her possession of a trait; e.g., she had been assigned a ranking in 
neatness by all the other women. These 24 figures were then aver
aged to get the consensus of opinion of the entire group regarding 
that particular woman's neatness. Similar averages were found 
for her refinement, sociability, etc. This procedure was repeated 
for each woman. This combined judgment of 24 acquaintances 
might be taken as about the best statement of the real character
istics of the women that could be secured. Having then obtained 
these figures, photographs of the 25 women of uniform style and 
size were suhmitted to a group of men who were totally unac
quainted with the women involved. Each man ranked the indi
viduals with reference to neatness as far as he could judge it from 
the photographs, marking the neatest 1, the next neatest 2, etc. 
Then he ranked them with reference to refinement, with reference 
to sociahility, etc., making his estimates entirely on the basis of the 
photographs inasmuch as he did not know the individuals at a1l. 
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It was then possible to compare or correlate the ranks assigned by 
anyone man on the basis of the photographs with the ranks as
signed by the combined judgment of acquaintances. In exactly 
the same way the photographs were submitted to another group 
of women totally unacquainted with the original group and they 
ranked them as the men bad done on the basis· of the photographs. 

To consider the matter first from the standpoint of the combined 
estimates of the judges rather than from that of the accuracy of the 
individual judge, the ranks assigned to any photograph for a given 
trait by all the men were averaged. These average estimates from 
photographs were correlated with the combined judgments of ac
quaintances above mentioned. The same was done with the wo
men's estimates from photographs. The results are shown in 
Table n. The first column gives the traits involved; the next 

TABLB IT. CoIIIIBLATION II£'l'WXEN AVERA"" Fsmu.TES 01' ThArrs FJIO)I 

l'HoToGIIAPIIS AND AVERAGB EsmuTES OF TII058 SAKB ThArrs 
MADB BY ACQUAD."'TA..~CES I 

b&mo 
Eomuno .. _ Eomuno .. _ 

BT25 MES BY 25 WOIlml 

Keatness ......................... .. .03 .111 
~it . ................ .10 .'Zl 
SocUU»tity •••••••••••. .29 .29 
HUIDOT . .... ....................... .21 .45 
Likeahility .. ..................... .30 .45 
Intf'llieenre ..• o .............. .42 .61 
Rl"fine~t .................... .50 .52 
lJeautl" . ........................... .60 .49 
So.obbL<;hness . ................ .58 .53 
\" ulgarity .....•••••••. .61 .69 

Average •••••••••••• .36 .44 

• Frow;-B~· • .I...,..... B_ a.....c.. '" pu of D. _ uol Com-

column gives the results when the group of men are estimating the 
traits from photographs, and the last column gives the results when 
the group of women are using the photographs as a basis for judg
ment. For instance, the combined opinion of acquaintances re
garding the neatness of the individuals in question correlates with 
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the combined opinion of a group of men (based only on photographs) 
regarding the neatness of the same individuals to the extent of .03. 
The former combined opinion correlates likewise with the combined 
opinion of a group of women (based only on photographs) regarding 
the neatness of these same individuals to the extent of .07. Similar 
figures follow for the other traits. 

Remembering that 1.00 represents perfect correlation and .00 
none at s.!l, it is obvious that estimates from the photographs are 
none too satisfactory for practical purposes. Moreover, the vaIue 
of the estimate seems to depend on the trait. Vulgarity, snobbish
ness, and beauty seem to be estimated fairly well from the photo
graph, while neatness, conceit, and sociability are quite the reverse. 
One would hesitate to use physiognomic diagnosis of many of the 
traits indicated for employment purposes even if he could obtain 
25 judges to make the physiognomic estimates. 

Although the results are none too satisfactory when the estimates 
from photographs made by a group of 25 judges are pooled, the situ
ation is much worse if we consider the validity of an individus.! 
judge. In the usual employment situation there are, at most, only 
a very few persons who evs.!uate a given applicant from his physi
ognomy. Instead of using the average estimates from photographs 
as in Table II, we may take the estimates made by one judge from 
the photographs, with reference to neatness, for example, and cor
relate these estimates with the combined estimates of the acquaint
ances regarding neatness. To indicate the typics.l trend, 10 judges 
are taken at random and their individual correlations for three of 
the traits given in Table lli. The estimates of intelligence made, 
for instance, by Judge A using the photographs, correlate with the 
combined opinion of acquaintances regarding the intelligence of 
the same individuals to the extent of .51. The estimates of socia- . 
bility made by Judge C correlate with the combined opinion of ac
quaintances regarding sociability to the extent of .05. 

Inspection of the table shows a big variation between judges. 
Some of them estimate a trait from physiognomy fairly well and 
others rather poorly. For instance judge A estimates intelligence 
with a correlation of .51, while Judge D actually has a negative cor
relation; i.e., to some extent tends to place those actually of high 
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TAlILE m. CoauUTIO!( sal WKBN EsrolATBS or TBA.rrs nOli P:H()'l'Ooo 

GBAPHS MAD" BY INDIVIDUAL JDDGES AND AVEII.<GE EsTnoIATES 
OF THo"" SAME TIwTs MAD. BY ACQUAINTANCES 1 

, ..... hoftLu ....... N ...... BocuBn.rrr 

A .Sl .11 .39 
B .11 .10 .08 
C .IS .29 .05 
D -.on .06 .49 
E .08 .24 .08 
F .43 .41 .28 
G .04 .11 .02 
H .39 -.09 .32 
I .22 -.08 .00 
J .30 .02 .55 

Average •••••••• .20 .12 .23 

I From HoDinport,h·. J ...... B_ ~. br ~ of D. Applelon I&IId CorD-
I*Q'. New Yom. . 

intelligence toward the low end of the scale and viu versa when he 
considers their photographs. In neatness the best judge is C with 
a correlation of .29 and the worst is H with a correlation of - .09. 
In sociability J is the best (.55) and I the worst (.00).· Moreover, a 
judge who estimateo one trait well may fail when another trait is 
involved. Judge A, for instance, is fairly competent to estimate 
intelligence (.51), but manifestly incompetent to estimate neatness 
(.11); J estimateo sociability with some validity (.55), but his esti
mateo of neatness have no validity at all (.02). Consequently, it 
would seem hazardous to attach much practicru significance to 
physiognomic estimateo of this sort made by one or at most a rew 
individuals. All-round judges of character from physiognomy are 
apparently scarce. 

Estimates of intelligence from physiognomy. It is possible to 
make a more careful check than in the foregoing instances with 
reference to estimateo of intelligence from physiognomy because 
they can be compared with intelligence as objectively measured by 
tests, whereas physiognomic estimates of other traits such as neat
ness or sociability must be evruuated by comparison with judgments 
of a.cquaiotaoces. In one such study (10), 63 managers, buyers, and 
assistants in a large department store were given an intelligence 
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test somewhat similar to that used in the army (infra). Their 
photographs were then submitted to 12 graduate students inter
ested in these personnel problems. The student judges were re
quired to estimate the intelligence of these bueiness men from their 
photographs. After looking through the pictures to get a general 
idea, each judge selected the 7 most intelligent and 7 least intelli
gent, then the 14 who were superior but not as good as the first 7, 
and likewise the 14 who were inferior but not as poor as the lowest 
7. Arbitrary· values were assigned to each of the four classes in 
order to handle the data statistically. The 12 estimates of the in
telligence of a given manager were then averaged to get the com
bined opinion of the judges regarding his intelligence. A similar 
average was obtained for each of the otber men concerned.. These 
combined estimates of intelligence from photographs were then cor
related with the actual intelligence as measured by the tests. The 
correlation coefficient is only .27. Moreover, it must be remem
bered that these results used only tbe extremes of intelligence and 
did not include the middle group. Had this been included the cor
relation wonld probably have been smaller still.! It would seem 
that even when a dozen persons pool their results estimates of in
telligence from physiognomy are almost worthless. 

The same experinlent may be considered from the standpoint of 
the validity of the individual judge. One of the sinlplest methods 
is to note for each judge how many men he places on the right side 

I of the average and how many on the wrong side; i.e., whether a 
man he rates in the hest 7 or superior 14 is actually above the aver
age in measured intelligence or not. These results are shown in 
Table IV. Judge A, for instance, places 27 individuals correctly on 
the hasis of these photographs; i.e., if they are actually above the 
average in tested intelligence, he places them ahove from physiog
nomy and via verBa. However, he misplaces 15 individuals; i.e., 
judges them as above average when they are actually below or via 
ver8ll. There are only two or three judges who place many more of 
the men correctly than incorrectly and some actually have more in 
the incorrect column. The total for the correct column is only 
17 per cent more than that for the incorrect column. So while 

1 For .tatiltical reuona beyond the ecope of the preaeu.t WOl'k. . 
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TABU: IV. NU>IBER OJ' PERsoNS CoRIIBCI'LY PLACID> AS ABOW OR BIlLOW 
AVERAGE INTELLIGENCB BY INDIVIDUAL JUDGES ON THB 

BASIS OF PHOTOGRAPHS J 

J .... 
Nt!lIB&ll or PBa!ooILU'llB ON NUIIllD a. PBoTooa.u-a 0 
CoJUmC'l' Sm_ 0" A vaJl.A.U WBOBO SID. or A ........ cm 

A '0 15 
B 23 19 
C 25 17 
D 23 19 
E 19 21 
F 26 16 
G 22 20 
H 22 20 
I 20 22 
J 20 22 
K 22 20 
L 22 20 

Total .••••••• , ••... '01 . 231 

pooled judgments are bad enough, individual judgments are worse, 
and it would manifestly be useless for one or two persons to use 
such physiognomic methods for practical purposes. 

One other study may be cited. Ten photographs of college 
freshmen, rather uniform in poee and in mounting, were ranked ac
cording to apparent intelligence and this order correlated with in
telligence as actually measured by one of the standard tests (325). 
There were 108 different judges who made such estimates and whose 
individual results were correlated with actua1 intelligence. The 

\ distribution of their correlation coefficients is given in Table V. 
The table indicates, for instance, that with 10 of the judges the 

I correlation of their estimate with actual intelligence is between 
-.39 and -.20, while 22 of the judges yield correlations between 
-.19 and O. It is to be noted that there are relatively few of the 
correlations over .40, and hence there is no very great indication of 
the ability of individuals to judge intelligence from photographs. 
One further problem was approached in this study, namely, having 
a group of judges sit togethe: as a committee of from two to six 
members, and give a combined committee judgment rather than an 
individual judgment. The results of the committee correlations 
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TABU: V. CoRRELATIONS 01' MEASURED llm!:LLlGENCII W1TII ESTIJolATES 
OF INTELLIGENCE -BASED ON PHOTOGRAPHS, FOB DIFFERENT JUDGES 1 

NUll ••• or J17DOU QtvI1fQ 
NUM ••• or "Co,.,.irTza" 

CoBRBLATJOMB GIVIl(G CoIUUllLATIO •• 
COBBliL.&.TlOKB lxwc.&'l'aD lHDICATIID 

-.74 to-.40 4 
-.39 to -.20 10 8 
-.19 to 0 22 17 

o to .19 37 14 
.20 to ,39 14 9 
.40 to .59 15 
.60 to .79 8 
.80 to .89 2 

I After Laird. ..... !"~. " 

are given in the third eolumn of Table V. There are four instances 
where a committee yields a correlation between -.74 and -.40, 
eight instances between -.39 and -.20, etc. Obviously, the judges 
are no more effective when operating as a committee than when op
erating alone. This all goes to indicate still further the difficulty of 
estimating such a thing as intelligence from physiognomy. 

The halo effect. One other point that has rather wide implica
'tions in the whole theory of rating procedure may be noted in these 
experiments on judging miscellaneous traits from photographs. 
It is brought out by correlating estimates of various traits with one 
another to determine, for instance, whether persons who are rated 
high in humor are likewise rated high in perseverance, kindliness, 
etc. Photographs of twenty women were ranked by judges with 
reference to six traits, and the average rank of each individual ob
tained in each trait. (246. 46.) Using these average ranks each 
trait was then correlated with each of the others. The results art: 
shown in Table VI. Any figure in the table indicates the correla
tion between the trait listed at the left of that row and the trait 
listed at the top of that column. For instance, the correlation of 
humor and intelligence is .47, that of perseverance and humor .33, 
etc. It will be seen that humor, perseverance, kindliness, courage, 
and intelligence all seem rather closely related. A person who 
looks as if he possessed a high degree of one of these appears as if he 
possessed a high degree of the others. Conceit and deceitfulness, 
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TAlILB VI. CoIlBBLU'lONS BEl WELl!( F...smo.TBS CD' DIHEIlBN'I' TaA.ns 
M.AnB OS THB BASIS OF PaOTOGBAPIIS1 

. 
. 

Jrrau. 
, 

"""- eo.a...l c:o...-fiAmI ..,.,. H....,. ...,. .... 
lIumDOr .•••••••••• .47 
hi .!ib etante u •••• .88 .33 
Kindliness ..•••••• .76 .65 .39 
Coocei&; .•••••••••• .2S -.03 .OS -.56 
COursge .••••••••• .89 .43 .79 .72 -.25 
Deeeiliume... .••••. -.11 -.28 -.03 -.69 .00 -.49 

'FlUB B~·. V ....... P . . .. 117: .. D. _ .... "-",,, 
.... y<Kk. 

on the other hand, show negative or low correlations with these 
former traits, but correlate highly with one another. These results 
suggest a danger in ratings of this sort - a factor that plays a role 
in ratings in geoeraI. There seems to be a tendency for the judge 
to frum a general impression that is favorable or otherwise and then 
to raie the person acconlingly in a number of traits. This effect; 
bas been eaIled a "halo effect." This halo of general impreS!ion 
often colors estimates of various traits so that not much validity can 
be attached to the estimate of any one trait IImIUB another. The 
judge thinks be is evaluating the traits independently, but he is 
merely recording repeatedly his general impression. 

'The resuJts of such studies as the foregoing are not encouraging 
to those who hope to predict; character from phySognomy. When 
estimates of mental characteristics made from photographs are 
eompared with more eertain criteria of those eharacleristics, such as 
the judgment of intimate acquaintances or measurements of inteJ,. 
ligence, there are marked discrepancies between the two. An in
dividual judge's results have little validity, and even wben a c0n

siderable number of judges pool their estimates the results are far 
from what is to be desired. 'The only conditions nnder whicb it 
would be at an advisable to install such methods for employment 
would be where a corps of probably twenty or more persons were 
available to make these physiognomic judgments and average their 
findings. It is a question whether this procedure would be expedi
em. Inasmuch as IlCienUfic methods are available that do not; 
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necessitate the use of BUch a corps, it would seem wiser to devote 
one's effort to the use of BUch scientific methods. These will be 
described in later chapters. 

Evaluation of commercial systems of character analysis. Psy
chologists have been so busy improving their methods of using 
mental tests and other measurements for practical purposes of em
ployment that they have devoted little effort to experimental refu
tation of specific relations between aspects of physiognomy and 
mental characteristics that are assumed by commercial systems of 
character analysis. A few investigations of this sort, however, have 
been made and the results are presumably typical of what will be 
found when further alleged relations are studied. 

Alleged blonde and brunette traits. One of the most widely 
known systems of character analysis makes much of the mental 
differences between blondes and brunettes. As this is an easily ob
servable anatomical distinction, it would be very convenient if we 
could infer character therefrom. According to the system in ques
tion, this is possible, and a list is provided of the traits possessed 
primarily by blondes and a similar list is furnished for the bru
nettes. It was possible statistically to determine the validity of 
these lists. (441.) Twelve "blonde traits," such as positive, 
dynamic, driving, aggressive, domineering, and fourteen" brunette 
traits," such as negative, static, conservative, were arranged in a 
random order on a printed blank. These blanks were given to 94 
persons who were above average intelligence. Each person selected 
two pronounced blondes and likewise two pronounced brunettes 
with whom he was very well acquainted. For each of these ac
quaintances he went through the printed list of 26 traits and 
marked them with a plus or minus sign according to whether, in his 
judgment, the person possessed that trait or not. The person.~ 
marking the blanks were not familiar with the particular system of 
character analysis involved and the traits occurred in a random 
order so that the alleged blonde ones would not be found grouped 
together. It was then possible to tabulate the per cent of blondes 
who were rated plus on the blonde traits and also who were rated 
plus on the brunette traits. These results are shown in Table VII. 
For instance, 81 per cent of the blondes are positive, which is an 
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TABU VII. PER Cmrr OP BLONDES AND BRUNE"1'1"B8 RATBD AS Pos
SESSING ALLEGED BLONDE OR Bam."..". TRArrs 1 

BLOlfDaTllure 187 BLONtdB 187~ 

PORitive .......................................... 81 M 
Dynamic ........................................ 63 M 
Driving ..•••••••••••••••••••• 49 50 
Aggressive •.•••••••••••••••••• 62 S<\ 
Domineering ................................... 36 36 
Impatient .••..•••...••••••••• 56 51 
Active ........................................... 88 82 
Quick .••••••••••••••••••••••• 70 68 
Hopeful .••••••••••••••••••••• 85 85 
R~ulative ..................................... 63 51 
C __ able .•••••••••••••••••• 63 43 
Variety-loving .. ................................ 66 62 

Average •••••••••••••••••• 63 61 

"" ...... Tumo 

NfC"gative ......................................... 16 17 
Static . ........................................ 28 31 
COnse"stivo ............ ...................... 51 61 
Imitative .................................. 39 40 
Suhmi."8ive .......... .......................... 25 26 
Cautious ..................................... 54 60 
Painstaking ............ ...................... 56 61 
Patient ..................................... ...... 43 52 
Plodding ••••••••••••••••••••• '0 31 
Slow . .... ..................................... 20 24 
Deliberate ..•••••••••••••••••• 47 57 
8f!.rious . ....... ................................. 58 72 
Thoughtful ••••••••••••••••••• 67 70 
Specializing ••••••••••••••••••• 52 45 

Average •••••••••••••••••• 42 46 

alleged blonde trait, but 84 per cent of the brunettes are likewise 
positive; 63 per cent of the blondes are dynamic, but so are 64 
per cent of the brunettes. While brunettes are supposed to be 
negative, 17 per cent are found to be so in the e.ctual results, but 
16 per cent of the blondes are likewise. The averages indicate that 
the 12 aUeged blonde traits are po... e d in general by 63 per cent 
of the blondes, but are likewise po sed by 61 per cent of the bru-
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nettes; the 14 alleged brunette traits are possessed on the average 
by 46 per cent of the brunettes, but aIso by 42per cent ofthe blondes. 

A somewhat different approach was made to this same problem 
by sending to 00 well-known sales executives a list of traits used in 
the system of character analysis referred to above. (278. SU.) 
Each executive selected four highly successful salesmen and checked 
on this list of traits the ones they possessed. Results were avail&ble 
for 152 salesmen. The outstanding characteristics mentioned 
were: positive, dynamic, driving, aggressive, active, quick, pains
taking, hopeful, patient, serious, thoughtful, speciaIizing. Of these 
seven are "blonde" and five are "b,runette" traits. Obviously it 
would be difficult to select a good salesman from his complexion. 

One other bit of evidence bears on this same question. The sys
tem alleges that persons of mechanical bent are typically of light 
complexion. In a survey of 400 metal workers, most of whom were 
presumably of somewhat mechanical bent, 16 per cent were light, 
SS per cent dark, and 52 per cent medium. (292.) Obviously there 
is no tendency for them to be typically light. The majority are 
medium, and there are more dark than light complexions in the 
group. 

Miscellaneous physiognomic factors. From current systems of 
character analysis a considerable number of miscellaneous physi
ognomic characteristics were selected which were claimed to be an 
index of mental traits and these physiognomic characteristics were 
actueJ\y measured. (128.) Persons intimately acquainted with 
the individuals who were measured provided estimates as to these 
particular mental traits. Furthermore, the individuals were placed 
on the stage hefore a group of judges who were unaequainted with 
them and they were estimated casually for the mental traits to de
termine the possibility of a practitioner by "intuition" being able 
to estimate traits in an interview, although he actually professed 
some physiognomic basis for his judgments. The traits studied 
were the following: judgment, intelligence, frankness, ability to 
make friends, will-power, leadership, originality, and impulsiveness. 
These traits were selected because there was fair agreement among 
the physiognomists regarding them. The physical me&SUIeIIlents 
Were made with calipers, sliding compass, steel tape, and head-
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square. The character analysts use only their eyes. These experi
menters used instruments which must have made their measure
ments at the worst far more accurate than the character analysts' 
lOt their best. They measured then a large number of physical 
characteristica which the analysts claimed correlated with· the 
mental traits above enumerated. There were anywhere from 20 to 
36 different items measured in connection with each of the eight 
mental traits, making a total of 201 different measurements ob
tained upon each individual. 

Thirty students were measured in this fashion and were rated 
as to the mental traits by other members of their fraternities or 
sororities. These ratings pr~ to be quite reliable; i.e., the differ
ent members of the fraternity or sorority agree rather closely with 
one another in rating a given individual. These opinions of ac
quaintances thus form a pretty good standard by which to evaluate 
the physiognomic measurements. On the other hand, the relia
bility of the physiognomic measurements is low. For instance, 
there are a number of them that are a\leged to indicate judgment. 
If the relative standing of the students in one such set of measure
ments is obtained and correlated with their standing in another 
measurement which is supposed to indicate the same mental trait, 
the correlations are uniformly small. In other words, the theories 
of the character analysts with reference to physiognomic indica
tions of a given mental trait are discordant among themselves. 

The crucial point is, of course, the correspondence between the 
physiognomic measurements and the estimates made by close asso
ciates. The best way to summarize the entire results is to average 
all the correlations of the physiognomic measurements for a given 
trait with the associates' judgments of that trait. For instance, 
with intelligence there were 29 different factors measured. Each of 
these is correlated with estimated intelligence. The average of 
these 29 correlation. is then computed and, as indicated in Table 
VIII, gives .03. Similar averages for the other mental traits appear 
in the first column of the table. It is obvious that these correla
tions are all extremely sma\l and show practically no relation as be
tween the alleged physiognomic indicators of mental traits and the 
actual possession of those traits. Tbe average correlations between 
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TADLI!I VIII. CORRELATJON BETWEEN RATTNGS or CLOSl'l AssoCIATES 
AND PHYSIOGNOMIC FACTORS 1 

CL08E AasoCIATU CA1!l'O'AL OS8ERVJlB& CI.OO As8ocu..D8 
TIWTO AlfD PBntOOMolUC .uro PS'fIIIOOHOIOC oUfJ) C.l1I'O'AL 

MalA8Umra MB.UI'O'BM OBSERVEB8 

Jud!iif.ent ...•••••••• -.01 .14 .32 
Inte ligence ......... .03 .05 .02 
Frankness ... o ••••••• .05 .15 .21 
Friendliness .•••••••• -.11 .19 .18 
Will-power . ..•••••.. -.07 .04 .26 
Leaderohip ...••••••. -.04 .07 .31 
Originality ...••••••• .09 .08 .32 
Impulaiveness .•••••. .10 -.07 .20 

J Alter Cleeton aDd KDi&ht. 

the opinion of the casual observers who interviewed the subjects 
and the physiognomic measurements are given in the next column 
and are likewise of insignificant magnitude. The results for the 
close associates and for the casual observers are correlated in the 
last column. These correlation coefficients are slightly higher than 
the others and might indicate a. very slight possibility that the 
judges, through "intuition" or something of the sort, are able to 
evaluate certain aspects of personality. However, only three of the 
traits yield 'correlations as large as .30 and the other five are dis
tinctly less. The general conclusion of the study is that "the aver
age of 201 correlations between various physical traits purported 
to reveal variations in character traits and our criterion is .00 with 
the correlation varying from .00 as chance wonld account for. 
Physical measurements which underlie character analysis agree 
neither with themselves nor with other measures of character." 

Present extent of physiognomic methods. It is difficult to as
certain to what extent methods like the foregoing are being seri
ously used for employment purposes. There is no doubt that many 
persons are using some popular or persoual generalizations of this 
sort as a supplement perhaps to other criteria. A questionnaire 
was circulated in 1922 among one hundred employment managers 
and insurance agency managers asking if they used any system of 
character analysis, and if so what one. (309.) Sixty-five replies 
were received - 22 from insurance men and 43 from industrial 



PSYCHOLOGY GOLD BRICKS 

concerns. Two of the former and four of the latter stated that they 
were using some system of character analysis. It is probably safe 
to say that six out of a hundred were using some system rather than 
six out of 65, because th.- using one would he more apt to reply 
than th.- not using one. Six per cent is not a large figure, hut it 
is six per cent too many to he using this sort of method. 

In the light of the experiments on character analysis by means 1If 
physiognomy, one wonders why the methods should at present he 
in use at all- why the system has not already killed itself. The 
answer lies in the faet that some prsctitioneIS are able occasionally 
to hit the mark and make successful predictions or give valuable 
advice - nsrensibly by the use of their system, but in reaIity on 
some other basis. In the first place, the analyst may hit by ehance 
OM of the many occupations for wbieh the individual is fitted. It is 
not always a ease of there being one job and only one in the world in 
which an individual may he successful, hut there are usually many 
lines in whieh he will aehieve success. Consequently, selecting one 
of these by accident is not sueh a remote possibility. We often do 
this very thing ourselves, otherwise most of us would he ma1ad
justed. The analyst ean often by casual observation eljmjn8te 

some possible lines of work for whieh the person obviously is dis
qualified and thus stand a greater ehance of accidental success in 
predicting from the remainder. In the second place, the analyst 
may in the course of conven!ation discover likes and dislikes whieh 
may he of some vocational signifieance. He will perhaps he en
abled with this information to make common_nse suggestions 
quite apart from any system. In the third place, if a person pays 
for vocatioual advice and the "expert" recommends a certain line 
of work, the individual will perhaps try harder than he would oth.".. 
wise and hence reach a higher leveI of success than, with his ability, 
he would ordinarily attain. The" expert," of eourse, gets the 
credit for this. Finally, when persons are discussing sueh eases and 
comparing notes they are apt to slip into a very eommon human 
fallacy of stressing the eases of eoincidence and forgetting the other 
eases. This same tendeney to neglect the negative instances plays 
into the hands of the pseudo-psyehologists. Persons rememher the 
one ease in whieh they hit the mark and forget the other ninety-
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nine times in which they miss. Scientific employment psychology 
may not a.!ways hit the mark, but it does so at least far more fre
quently than does pseudo-psychology. 

SUMMARY 

Before proceeding to the disCUllSion of psychologicaJ methods 
in employment, it is necessary to clear the ground of a considerable 
amount of pseudo-psychology which is being widely commercia.lized 
and is IIlIISquerading under the name of psychology to the detri
ment of the rea.! science. A number of these pseudo-psychologies 
have played a r61e in employment problems in recent years. As
trology has no scientific basis and its genersJizations have not been 
evaJuated statistically, but it is actually in use. Spiritualism has 
certainly nothing to contribute until its actuaJ existence can be 
proven. It is illogicaJ to assume communication with spirits until 
telepathy can be demonstrated and this has not as yet been ac
complished under laboratory conditions. Yet spirituaJistic medi
ums are consulted on various problems of a vocationa.! nature. 
Phrenology started with the scientific findings regarding the func
tions of certain regions of the brain, but went far beyond the ex
perlmenta.! resollts. It erroneously assumed a much more detailed 
iocsJization of functions and a direct relation between the functiona.! 
capacity of a brain region and its size, and it used a few casuaJ ob
servations as a basis for generalization. 

Phymognomy is the most preva.!ent of these pseudo-psychologies. 
Our popular beliefs in it are due largely to the fact that one thing we 
see is associated with similar things (e.g., a short neck suggesting a 
bull and hence stubbornness); to the fact that our observations are 
influenced considerably by what we expect to see (e.g., a weak 
hand-shake causing us to watch for further indications of vacilla
tion); and to our assumption that, inasmuch as habituaJ activities 
often leave bodily traces (e.g., the round shoulders of the studious), 
it is logicaJ to argue backward from those traces to the activity in 
question. These popular beliefs, however, pave the way for our 
acceptance of commercia.! systems of character anaJysis from 
physiognomy. The vsJidity of such beliefs and systems has been to 
some extent studied scientifically. Estimates of various menta.! 
traits made on the basis of photographs by judges who never saw 
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the original individuals were compared with careful estimates of 
those same traitB by intimate acquaintances or with actual measure
ments of the traits. The results indicate that a single judge is very 
inaccurate in makjng such estimates from physiognomy, and that 
while matters may be improved somewhat by using a considerable 
number of judges and averaging their results, the correspondence 
of this pooled estimate and actual po s ion of the trait is not suffi
ciently close to make the physiognomic factor of much practical 
value. Moreover, the results are often vitiated by the "halo" 
effect or tendencY to get a genersI impression of good or bad and 
rate the peISOIl high in most desirabJe traits, or ri:e ........ instead of 
evaluating the traits independently. 

These studies show the futility of judgment of character traits 
from physiognomy when the judge is left to his own devices. The 
futility has been shown to be equally great when it is a question of 
the relation between specific physiognomic and mental character
istics claimed by commercial systems of analysis. The alleged re
lation of complexion to specific character traits is without founda
tion, for it has been shown statistically that blondes possess the 
traits that are supposed to characterize brunettes to just as great an 
extent as do the brunettes themselves, while the brunettes rival the 
blondes in the po jon of the alleged "blonde traits." A group 
of intimately acquainted persons rated one another in several traits 
which have received considerable attention from the character 
analysts. Alleged physiognomic correlates of these traitB were 81}0 

tuaIlymeasured with calipers and steel tape-200 physical meas
urements upon each individual. These measures were separately 
correlated with the criterion provided by estimates of intimate 
acquaintances. The correspondence between the physiognomic 
measures and the actual traits is exactly what would have been ex
pected by chance. The physical measurements give no indication 
whatever of the mental traits in question. 

The practical employment man is certain sooner or later to come 
in contact with some of these pseudo-psychologies especially with 
the commercial systems of character analysis. From the foregoing 
considerations it is obvioosly to his interest to confine his efforts to 
scientific employment psychology rather than to invest. in any of 
these psychology gold bricks. 



CHAPTER ill 
HISTORY OF SCIENTIFIC VOCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY 

THE previous chapter called attention to some of the pitfalls of 
pseudo-psychology which beset the practical man to the detriment 
of himself and of his attitude toward the real science. The per
spective in which we view employment psychology may be still 
further enlarged by a consideration of its historical background. 

INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES 

Early interest in general laws. As mentioned in the introdu~ 
tion, the early studies in psychology were directed toward the 
determination of general laws, whereas the differences between in. 
dividuals are usually much more significant for practical purposes. 
Aristotle developed laws of association to explain why one idea calls 
up another; Weber and Fechner worked out the psycho-physical 
law to express the relation between the intensity of the stimulus, 
such as light or sound, and the intensity of the sensation; Ebbing. 
haus derived certain laws pertaining to the memory. While this 
type of work was of immense importance in laying the foundations 
of the theoretical science, it had little to do with sorting the appli
cants for a job. It was only after the fundamental groundwork had 
been partly laid and some psychologists turned their efforts from 
the general principles to the individual differences that progress was 
made in the field which is our present concern. A number of factors 
contributed to this shift of interest. 

More detsi1ed study of faculties. The earlier psychology made 
a good dcal of the notion of "faculties" into which mind could be 
divided, such as the faculty of memory, or the faculty of attention. 
It became evident, however, that these faculties must be still 
further subdivided. It developed that memory for numbers and 
memory for words were two quite different things and that atten· 
tion to a thunderclap and attention to an uninteresting book dif· 
fered. In order to investigate these more minute differences it was 
necessary to arrange appropriate experimental material. Lists of 
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words and lists of numbers were devised for the study of those two 
types of memory. Interesting and uninteresting materials were se
lected for the study of the different kinds of attention. This sort 
of material was the prototype of the mental test. Then, when the 
experiments were conducted to determine the difference between 
memory for words and memory for numbers, it became obvious 

. that, while such differences existed, there were also differences be
tween individuals in their ability to retain the material. In the ex-
periments on attention, while the expected difference between at
tention to interesting and uninteresting material was obtained, 
there also proved to be differences between persons in the amount 
to which they could adequately attend. In this way the early ex
perimental psychologists, attempting to subdivide such" faculties" 
as memory and attention, noted and became interested in these in
dividual differences. 

Need for mental measurements in problems of heredity and edu
cation. On the other hand, practical considerations came from 
without the science to meet halfway the interest that was develop
ing within. Galton and others were much interested in heredity. 
It was observed that many students who took honors at Oxford had 
parents who had done likewise; that one family had many lawyers 
and judges, while another had musicians and artists among its an
cestors; that some individuals with phenomenal memory had 
parents who excelled in that same respect. A good deal of data of 
this sort was collected, using qualitative estimates of the traits or 
abilities in question. Students of these problems came to realize 
the need for quantitative data and for some method of actually 
measuring the traits. Hence they looked to the psychologists for 
assistance in devising such measurements. Education was an
other field which early rea1ized the need for psychology. It was ob
served that one child made rapid progress in school, while another 
was retarded. One individual sixteen years of age might be enter
ing college, while another of the same age was still in the fourth 
grade. What caused this difference in educational performance 
was a moot question. It led some of the pioneers to seek methods 
for measuring general ability or whatever mental factor was in
volved in school retardation. 
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Thus the interest of theoretical psychology itself in devising 
finer measurements for the study of general abilities, and the inter
est of those in other fields, such as heredity and education, in ob
taining such measurements to use in their own problems, led to a 
considerable shift in emphasis from the general laws to the indi
vidual differences. 

EAKLY D!lVELOl'IoIENT OF JIEIflAL TESTS 

Freshman mental tests at Columbia. The outstanding pioneer 
effort in the use of mental tests was at Columbia University in 1894. 
Under the direction of Cattell there was instituted a plan for testing 
the students in their first and fourth years. The purpose of the 
project is well expressed in the following paragraph which actually 
constituted the material for one of the memory tests: 

Tests such,as we are now making are of value both for the advancement 
of science and for the information of the student who is tested. It is of 
importance for science to learn how people diller and on what factors these 
differences depend. If we can disentangle the complex inlIuenoes of 
heredity and environment we may be able to apply our knowledge to guidto 
human de\·.lopment. Then it is well for each of us to know in what way 
he dillers from others. We may thus in some cases correet defects and 
develop aptitudes which we might otherwise neglect. (114.) 

The tests used were for the most pa.rt those of sensory capacity, 
such as color blindness, auditory acuity, perception of pitch, sensi
tivity to pain, or else measurements of the speed and accuracy with 
which certain tasks could be accomplished, such as marking 100 
letters or making 100 movements. This project is typical of the 
early test work. Miscellaneous tests were devised and tried in 
order to see whether they differentiated persons from one another 
and in order to determine how a given person scored with reference 
to the rest of the group. 

COOperation in the standardization of tests was the next step his
torically. After various workers had devoted considerable inde
pendent effort to devising miscellaneous tests and trying them out 
on sma11 groups of individuals that were available, it became obvi
ous that cooperative effort would facilitate matters. Some of this 
took place, of course, through the publication in scientific journals 
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of descriptions of material and methods for tests 110 that they llOuld 
be tried by other investigators with IlOmparable results. In 1906 
the American Psychological Association appointed a permanent 
IlOmmittee to act as a gener.alllOntrolllOmmittee on the subject of 
measurements. It was charged among other things with the de
velopment of a series of group and individual tests. The IlOmmittee 
functioned for sever.al years and issued reports upon tests for audi
tory acuity, pitch discrimination, imagery, and a set of .. association 
tests," involving such things as IlOlor naming, caneelling numbers, 
learning a eode, giving opposites, and following IlOmplieated and 
llOofusing directions. These" association tests" have been widely 
used since that time in their original form and have likewise served 
as a pattern for investigators who devised other tests along simiIar 
lines. (674.) 

Binet. Another signifieant IlOntribution to the development of 
tests was the work of Binet. His problem was to devise means of 
measuring intelligence of children.. The method IlOnsisted essen
tially of finding a set of questions for children of each age such that 
the average child IlOuId answer them satisfactorily. Consequently, 
if a child was backward he would fail on the questions for his own 
age, a1thongh be might suceeed in answering questions designed 
for IIOme lower age. Binet began his work about 1900 and pub
lished his original intelligence seale in 1908. (49.) It has subse
quently been translat.ed and revised by Goddard, Terman, and 
others, and is now, in these revised fonDS, one of the most widely 
used intelligence tests. 

Whipple in 1910 published the first edition of his Manual 01 
M enIol aM PhysiaJl Tests. (662.) This presented most of the im
portant tests that had been devised and used to any great extent up 
to that time. They were classified, standards given as far as avsil
able, and llOosiderable data presented on the relation of the tests to 
each other and to various factors such as age. This oompiIation of. 
material and procedure for giving a llOosiderable number of tests has 
been very valuable, as it has enabled many persons to give simiIar 
tests under simiIar IlOnditions and to IlOmpare results. 

This perhaps marks the high spot in the early development of 
tests for their own sake. The emphasis up to this point was 1srgeIy 
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upon devising tests and standardizing them on various groups of 
individuals. It was eminently desirable that the technique should 
go through these stages before being put into the practical situation. 
Efforts to use tests for hiring employees in 1894 would have been 
premature. Much had to be learned about the principles to observe 
in the construction of test material, in the wording of directions, in 
the selection of time limits, and in the scoring of results. In short, 
the whole theoretical technique had to be reasonably well devel
oped before it was profitable to apply the tests to practical ends. 

COMPARISON oJ" TEST SCORES WITH OCCUPATIONAL ABILITY 

The next step in the history of employment psychology was the 
comparison of efficiency in the tests with efficiency in the occupa
tion. If those who were effective in the occupation made high test 
Bcores and uice versa, the tests could then be used with applicants 
for a position to predict their future ability therein. The pioneer 
efforts in this field were made by Miinsterberg about 1911 with his 
study of motormen of the Boston Elevated Railroad. (408.) His 
test, to be described in another connection, consisted essentially of 
an endless belt arranged to pass under a small opening so that the 
person being tested might discriminate between different figures in 
different locations on this moving belt and react to them accord
ing to their significance. The novel feature was that the test was 
given to actual motormen and the test scores compared with their 
service records. It developed that motormen with a good record 
and few or no aecidents made somewhat higher scores in the test 
than did those with a bad record of accidents. 

Miinsterberg also gave a series of tests to girls in a school for 
telephone operators. The tests themselves involved such abilities 
as memory for numbers, judgment of distances, rapidity of move
ments, and speed of association. The progress of the girls in the 
school was compared with their test scores and some tendency was 
manifest for those with satisfactory progress in learning the opera
tions of a telephone operator to make higher scores in the tests than 
did those with unsatisfactory progress. The advance made in 
these studies was fundaments!. Hitherto the tests had been stand
ardized on anybody. Now they were standardized on persons en-
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gaged in a partico1ar occupation and efficiency in the tests c0m

pared with efficiency in the occupation.. This same proeedure is in 
use at present, namely, testing the tests. Statistical methods have 
improved, ingenuity in devising tests has increased, and many 
technical points have been perfected, but the general principle is 
the same. 

Shortly after this time various other psychologists began to c0m

pare test scores with occupational criteria in similar fashion.. Seot& 
started his work on methods for selecting salesmen, comparing tesI; 

scores with sales records. (521.) At Carnegie Institute of Tech
nology there was organized the Bureau of Salesmanship Besearch 
which embarked on a five-year program of coOperative research 
along these lines. 

Then came the war. 

PSYCIIOLOG'l' D 'nIB WAR 

Organization of psychologists. On April 6, 1917, it happened 
that a group of experimental psychologists from the eastern part of 
the country were gathered at Harvsrd for one of the informal c0n

ferences such as they often have, to talk over their problems. News 
came of our entry into the war sometime during that forenoon, and 
after luncheon Professor Yerkea, who was then president of the 
American Psychological Association, called the group together. He 
stated that the country was now at war, that other scientists would 
be putting their knowledge and technique at the disposal of the 
Government, and that it was likewise the duty of the psychologists 
to make whatever praetical contribution they could to the military 
situation. Every one conceded that the human factor was an im
portant one in the army and navy and even among those who re
mained behind. Those who had prior to that time hesitated to 
launch into the field of applied psychology, feeling that the time was 
not yet ripe and that the theoretical basis had not been sufficiently 
laid, immediately cast aside that hesitation in the face of the 
national emergency. The afternoon was then spent in dio;enssion of 
psychological war problems which it might be profitable to investi
gate and of methods of approaching those problems. This was the 
fust war conference of American psychologist&. Many of the group 

o 
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went home afterward and immediately began planning specific 
methods for dealing with the problems suggested. 

A few days later the officers of the American Psychological As
sociation met and started the organization of the psychologists of 
the country. The military problems were classified as far as p0s

sible and committees and subcommittees appoioted. Theee were 
at first rather ioformal, with no official status other than that given 
by the Association. Later, however, they were reorganized as sub
committees of the psychology committee of the National Research 
Council. They worked upon a wide variety of military psycho
logical problems, such as the psychological examination of recruits, 
selection of aviators, gun-poiotiog, nighfrobserviog, training and 
disciplioe, iocapacity, reeducation"emotional stability, self-control, 
propaganda, and tests for deception. 

This is not the place to recount the work of all of these com
mittees. Some were dealing with problems analogous to the em
ployment problems of iodustry and some with entirely different 
problems. Only the former will be discussed at all io the present 
connection. Suffice it that the war advanced applied psychology 
at least ten years io a few months. When it became absolutely 
necessary to do something, we found that there was much more 
psychology to apply than we had realized. 

General mental examination of recruits. One of the committees 
above mentioned took up the problem of general mental e.""",ina.. 
tion or iotelligence testiog of recruits. It seemed pIausible that 
different branches of the service and different ranks might require 
different degrees of general iotellectual capacity. Accordingly, a 
group of psychologists who had previously been most closely io 
touch with problems of iotelligence measurement undertook to de
vise a test that could be given to large numbers simultaneously, 
which could be scored by clerks who did not have psychological 
traioiog and which would yield a reliable iodication of general men
tal ability. Prior to this time most testiog had been iodividual, 
i.e" one person at a time was examined verbally by a ekilled exam
ioer. It would obviously have been impossible for the available 
ekilled examiners to examine iodividually a million men. Startiog 
with the best available ioformation regarding Bioet and allied tests, 
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a preliminary form was devised snd tried out on a few thousand 
men. In the light of the results it was revised and developed into 
its fina.l form, the " Army Alpha" test. It was ultimately given to 
1,726,000 men. Its uses were many and varied, but some of them 
were similar to those encountered in current employment psy
chology. 

For instance, there was the problem of eliminating from posi
tions of re&pODSlbility those of such low mental status as to render 
them dangerous. In the army some 8000 men were diseharged be
cause mentally unfit for duty; another 10,000 were assigned to labor 
battalions because of their low intelligence and 9000 were sent to 
developmental battalions for observation. 

Then there were problems of promotion, recommendation for 
officeI1l' training camps, and the like. As a matter of fact it was 
found that in the army the average intelligence of the commissioned 
officeI1l was bigher than that of the non-commissioned officeI1l, 
while these in turn excelled the enlisted men in average intelligence. 
This fact might be used in promoting men from the ranks. If the 
officeI1l had higher intelligence, it seemed plausible that a private 
of high intelligence, other things being equal, constituted better 
officer material than did a private of low intelligence. Or, again, a 
few of the best and a few of the woI1lt privates in a comp&Dy from 
the standpoint of the commanding officer were selected. This was 
done for a large number of companies. Then the intelligence of the 
woI1lt privates was compared with that of the best privates and the 
former averaged strikingly lower than the latter. These methods 
of comparing efficiency in the test with efficiency in the job were 
directly on the main road of progress in employment psychology. 

Aside from giving psychologists further experience in employing 
tests in this way the Army Alpha has since the war been very use
ful because the items had &ll been carefully selected after experi
mentation and standards were ava.ilable based on nearly 2,000,000 
men. Many subsequent experimenteI1l used this test in its army 
form. Many otheI1l have modified it somewhat by way of abbre
viation or rearrangement of items. It served as the prototype for 
most of the po8!-beUum group tests of intelligence. 

Selection of aviators. It was rea1ized that ability to fly an air-
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plane WM rather complex and that the medical examination did not 
give the whole story, for some recruits who passed all the physio

. logical tests were a failure ;IS aviators. This appeared to be a type 
of work which required various special mental and motor capaci
ties. Accordingly it was analyzed as far as possible and tests de
vised for these special capacities, such as speed of reaction, judg
ment of distance and velocity, ability to detect slight changes in 
equilibrium and emotional stability. A large number of tests of this 
sort were given cadets at aviation ground schools. These cadets 
were followed up at the flying schools to determine their actual abil
ity in flying. These flying results were then compared with the 
test scores to determine which were the most valuable types of test. 
Then a smaller number of tests, selected as a result of these pre1imi
nary studies, was given to a group of aviators at Kelly Field and 
test scores correlated with ratings by flying instructors and with the 

· number of hours of flying with an instructor necessary before the 
.man was permitted to fly alone. It was then possible to select a 
· group of tests which would give a fairly good indication of aptitude 
· for flying. The official installation of these methods was under 
way at the time of the armistice. 

The especial contribution of this work to the advance of employ-
· ment psychology was the greater refinement of statistical methods. 
In addition to determining the relative importance of the different 
tests by correlation procedure, they were "weighted." This in-

· volved ascertaining just how much importance should be at
tached to each separate test in the final combined score in order to 
get the best possible prediction of flying ability. It was found that 
certain tests overlapped, i.e., to some extent measured the same 
thing. For example, separate tests were devised for attention and 

· speed of reaction, but the two things were not necessarily inde
pendent. A man with good attention tended to be a little quicker 
in reacting because he paid closer attention while waiting for thp 
signal. This came out when the two tests were correlated, and it 
developed that those who were quickest in reacting to some ex
tent excelled in attention and vice versa. Hence the attention and 
speed of reaction tests were spoken of as overlapping. In similar 
fashion it was found that those who excelled in a memory test like-
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wise were superior in an attention test, presumably because paying 
better attention facilitated learning the memory material. Here 
again the two tests overlapped and correlated appreciably with 
each other. It was then necessary to make allowance for this ove!'
lapping of tests - otherwise one particular trait such as atit.ention 
might receive undue importance or "weight" in the combined 
score. This allowance was made by partial correlation - finding 
the extent to which a given test eorrelated with flying ability when 
the effect of the overlapping tests was statistically eliminated. 
This technique will be discussed later (Chapter VIII). It had been 
developed previously, but this was one of its first applications in & 

practical vocational problem. 
Soldier's qualification card. The committee on classification of 

personnel dealt with & group of very specific employment problems. 
Something like half the men in the army have to ply some special 
trade, and it was obviously advantageous to assign to any such 
duty some man who already had ability in the trade involved. The 
problem was then to discover these tradesmen in the draft and make 
them available. One method of approach was to obtain informa
tion in the preliminary interview with the recruit, systematize it, 
and incorporate it in some standard form. Study of this problem 
led to the soldier's qualification card. The recruit was interviewed 
with reference to his personal history, occupational experience, 
education, etc. These items were entered on a standard card using 
standard terms and symbols. These cards were then tabbed at the 
top, the position of the tab indicating the trade with which the man 
was familiar and the color of the tab indicating his proficiency as far 
as it could be ascertained. When men of a certain type were 
needed, it was then possible to look through the files of a unit and 
eelect in a few moments, by following down the tabs in a certain 
position, the men in that unit who were proficient in the trade in 
question. 

Trade tests. The above procedure had one drawback. In the 
interview a man would often make false claims as to his ability in 
some trade. As a matter of fact it developed that about thirty 
per cent of those who claimed trade ability were totally inexperi
enced in the trade in question. If a man was assigned to duty in-
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volving carpentry on the b88is of his own statement and could not 
drive a n&il, the efforts of the interviewer, clerks, and others were 
w88ted. Hence the trade test W88 developed actu&!ly to me88Ure 
the man'. trade ability ,- 'F.":dher he W88 an expert carpenter or a 
journe~ or apprentice or whether he W88 a mere novice. Some
times a sm&!l sample of the job W88 standardized to test a man's 
skill, and every item of his performance scored. Sometimes stand
ard questions were asked about tools and materi&Is and processes 
involved in th~ trade - questions such 88 an experienced trades
man should be able to answer. These trade tests were evaJuated 
by comparing scores with actuaJ known ability in the trade. The 
standards were obtained in various industria.! plants using men who 
had an actuaJ trade status. 

The trade test opened up another 88pect of employment psy
chology. Hitherto most of the efforts had been devoted to predict
ing the aptitude or potentia.! capacity of a workman to be successful 
in some particular job after due training. The trade test me88ured 
proficiency which the applicant possessed at the time of the test 
rather than any future possibilities. While the tests of capacity 
doubtless play the larger rille in industry, the trade test h88 its 
place. The army W88 the first situation where it W88 developed on 
any considerable scaJe. 

Rating scaJes. Army personnel work led to the consideration of 
certain menta.! traits, such 88 leadership, character, or genera.! vaJue 
to the service that could not be objectively mellBUred. This pro
blem W88 particularly important in deaJing with officers. In the 
P88t a certain evaJuation of such factors had been made, of course, 
in considering C88es of promotion. But one officer in considering 
his subordinate. would often use entirely different standards of 
judgment from those used by another officer and would attach 
different importance to different traits. The committee conse
quently found it desirable to develop a systematic rating scaJe cov
ering certain specific quaJities. It W88 88certained 88 the result of 
careful study and evaJuation of questionnaires that a limited num
ber of quaJities or trai& were outstanding in the successful officer. 
These qualities were carefully defined and their relative importance 
88cefta.ined. A acaJe W88 then arranged with the ma.ximum and 
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mimmum value to be assigned to any quality fixed. The details of 
the scale will be described in Chapter XII, but it consisted essen
tislly of selecting from well-known officers the names of a few indi
viduals who possessed a given trait, such as leadership, in high, low, 
or average degree and assigning them standard values in a "master 
seale." The subordinates who were being rated were compared 
with this "master seale" making man-to-man comparisons and as
signing to the subordinate the numerical value attached to the 
officer on the master seale most similar to him. This officers' rating 
seale was one of the first attempts at systematic development of a 
technique for estimating scientifically these non-measurable mental 
characteristics. 

It is obvious that psychological methods underwent a consider
able development during the war. Psychologists are, of course, 
inclined to magnify the importance of their contribution. The fore
going discussion is introduced, however, not to show how valuable 
psychology may have proved itseH to the country, but how scienti
fic progress was stimulated by the emergency. And inasmuch 88 

many of the problems undertaken were of the type epitomized by 
"the right man in the right job," this work played an important 
part in the history of employment psychology. 

EMPLOYIIENT PSYCHOLOGY SINCE THE WAR 

Individual projects. The termination of the war found psycholo
gists more interested in personnel problems than they had been 
hitherto. Consequently, many individual research projects were 
launched in this general field. There was a considerable amount of 
effort devoted to the development of further tests and the applica
tion of them to employment situations. Some psychologists made 
studies of particular occupatioual groupa 88 occasion arose. Others 
went into employment departments as members of the staff - one 
in a munitions plant, another in a rubber tire factory, another in a 
silk mill, another in a department store, and several into offices 
employing \arge staffs of clerical workers. 

CoOperative projects. In addition to such individual projects 
there were other undertakings of a coOperative nature. In several 
instances a group of business men contributed to a common fund 
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that was expended by a staff of scientists on some aspect of business 
research. A company was organized by some of the war psy
chologists and engaged in consulting work on personnel problems. 
The National Research Council continued the interest in this field 
that it had fostered during the war emergency. The Bureau of 
Public Personnel Administration and the Personnel Research Fed
eration were organized to serve as clearing-houses for information 
regarding personnel research and to condu«:t further research. The 
Psychological Corporation was establishea in order to thwart the 
pseudo-psychologist, to promote contact between the person need
ing practical psychological work and the psychologist best qualified 
to do that work, to develop various standards and procedures of its 
own and to devote its surplus to the furtherance of research in psy
chology. These agencies will be described more at length in 
Chapter XVI. 

The work since the war has been for the most part along the lines 
that were started during the emergency. Much of the data ob
tained in the army work has been subsequently analyzed further 
and critically evaluated. Great numbers and varieties of tests 
have been devised. Statistical methods have been refined. A 
large variety of occupations has been studied comparing test scores 
with some criterion of ability in the occupation. Progress must of 
necessity be slow and painstaking, but the fundamental principles 
governing satisfactory work in this field have been pretty well de
termined. Employment psychology is at present a well-established 
branch of the science. 

SUMMARY 

The early interest of psychology was in general laws. The shift 
to the consideration of individual differences came about through 
theoretical interest in analyzing various mental factors in more de
tail and through the need of those working in other fields, such as 
heredity and education, for a technique of mental measurement. 
The first extensive testing progrlllll occurred at Columbia in 1894. 
Subsequently, there was cooperation in developing and standardiz
ing a variety of tests. . A distinct contribution was made to the 
methods of measuring general intelligence by Binet and the rapidly 
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growing body of test.. for special capacities was collated by Whipple. 
The next step after the development of test.. for their own sake con
sisted in comparing individual efficiency in test.. with efficiency in 
an occupation. Miinsterberg was the pioneer in this field with his 
expe..riments on motormen and telephone operators. Just before 
the war there were severa.! other testing projects under way. Dur
ing the war the psychologists experimented upon many problems of 
a vocational sort. The genera.! mental examination of recruits left 
with us a good group test of intelligence which has been the proto
type for many subsequent scales. It also taught us something 
about the occupational significance of genera.! intelligence. The 
work of selecting potential aviators gave us insight into the statisti
ca.I possibilities of weighting 8 group of test.. in order to predict v0-

cational ability. The various qualification ca."IIs and bIa.nks de
vised for army personnel work have been useful patterns for subse
quent personnel blanks. The trade test methods called attention 
to a new field - the measurement of proficiency as contrasted with 
capacity. The rating scale technique gave us a method of obtain
ing quantitative data regarding traits that are not directly measure
able. Since the war the interest of psychologists in employment 
problems has continued. Some have worked in employment offices 
and some have engaged in individual projects using the information 
and the technique developed during the war. Many coOperative 
undertakings are now in progress. The application of psycho
logical technique to the selection of employees has gained a pel'llll>
nent place in the increasingly important movement to consider tha 
human element in business. 



-CHAPTER IV 

TYPES OF MENTAL TESTS 

LIKE any technician the employment psycho!ogist ca.nnot do his 
work satisfactorily without tools, and the mental test constitutes 
his most frequently used instrument. He would be as loath to 
hazard a diagnosis of the mentality of a prospective employee with
out administering tests as would be the physician to diagnose 
bronchitis without the use of a stethoscope. The psychologist has 
occasion to remark, "Work as fast as you can without mistakes." 
about as frequently as the physician has to repeat, "Cough, and say 
'ab.'" 

The subject 1 is sometimes tested oraIly, sometimes with blanks 
on which he writes or marks, sometimes with objects such as puz
zles and sometimes with simple mechanical contrivances which he 
manipulates. In all cases, however, the aim is to measure some 
capacity or proficiency in order to predict what the individual will 
do at some future time and under certain circumstances - for in
stance, when learning a particular job. It is not possible, of course, 
to measure the entire capacity in question any more than it is p0s

sible for a manufacturer to evaluate carefully every pound of wool 
in a shipment. In the latter case, however, the usuaI practice is to 
take some samples, examine them, and assume that the entire ship
ment is like the samples. Similar procedure is followed in mental 
testing. The measurement of ability to concentrate for a few 
minutes on a test blank is assumed to be a reliable sample of the in
dividual's ability to concentrate for a prolonged period at his daily 
task; the average speed with which one operates a telegraph key 
when a light flashes is taken as indicative of his quickness of re
action when driving through traffic; or a sample of memory ability 
as manifest in a brief test is assumed to be typical of the person's 

I In psychological terminology the "subject" denotes the penon on whom the 
uperimODt is beina: performed or who is tak.inc the _to. 
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memory for the details of his business. Another feature that char
acterizes most of the better tests is the quantitative nature of the 
results. The person's score is not expressed as "good," "average," 
etc., but as a certaio number of points. A mental test then may be 
roughly described as a scientific device for measuring quantitatively 
a typical sample of mental or motor performance in order to predict 
what an individual will do under certaio circumstances. 

Two things are rather essential in the psychologist's preparation 
for employment work. He must be familiar with the technique of 
test administration, that is, he must know how to use his tools just 
as a carpenter inust know how to manipulate a saw. Mental test 
technique is the subject of the next chapter. But the psychologist 
also needs to know what tool to use on a particular occasion. It 
may be as ineffective for him to use a test of re&."Oning in order to 
predict ability at operating a hand-feed dial machine as for a car
penter to cut off the projecting end of a 2 X 4 beam with a hammer. 
And just as we should consider a mana very poor carpenter for at
tempting to smooth a plank with a chisel, in ignorance of the fact 
that there were available planes which would do a much better job, 
so a psychologist lays himself open to a simI1ar charge of inexcus
able ignorance if he uses an archaic and unreliable mental test when 
better ones are available. Considerable numbers of tests have been 
devised and perfected in recent years and most of them are accessi
ble in the scientific literature. A person entering upon a project in 
employment research may find that some of these suit his purpose 
admirably, or at least that they will afford valuable suggestions for 
developing his own tests. 

An employment psychologist thus needs a familiarity with a con
siderable range of mental tests that have been developed in various 
connections. Some of these tests will be illustrated in the present 
chapter. This discussion, however, will not coostitute a miniature 
manual of tests. None of the examples will comprise a complete 
test, but merely enough items to illustrate its nature. Neither will 
standards nor the relation of tests to occupations be given in the 
present connection. It is usually necessary, anyway, to recaIi· 
brate the tests in the particular employment situation that is under 
eonsideration. The effort will be merely to give the reader some 
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notion of the types of mental tests that are available for the em
ployment psychologist.' 

CLASSIFICATION 

Capacity liS. proficiency. The distinction between measures of 
,capacity and measures of profic'ency has already been made. The 
former deal primarily with innate or hereditary factors, while the 
latter are concerned essentially with acquired abilities. In the 
employment situation the former are used in predicting ultimate 
success in some kind of industrial performance in which the appli
cant, at the time of testing, has had no experience, whfle the latter are 
used to measure trade skill- i.e., the occupational ability which 
the person possesses at the time of application rather than some 
level of vocational proficiency that he will ultimate!y attain.' The 
tests for proficiency-i.e., trade tests-will be discussed separate'y 
in a subsequent chapter because those for different trades differ 
markedly from one another.' Some of the tests for innate capacity 
to be described in the present chapter are more ubiquitous and may 
well be used for vocational prediction in many different lines. 

General 118. specia.! capacity. Tests of innate capacity may be 
further classified into those involving special capacity and those 
involving general capacity. We encounter situations in which a 
.workman needs some rather special capacity, such as good atten
tion or memory, quick reaction time, or accurate judgment of dis
tances, in order to achieve success in his work. There are other 
situations in which there seems no outstanding specia.! capacity like 
this necessary, but the person merely needs to be up to a certain 
general intellectual level, to he rather generally alert and ahle to 
adapt himself to circumstances - the thing that is often called 
intelligence. 

I No consistent efrort will be made to indicate the originator of a particular kind 
of test. In most cases this would be impossible because the tests have been J'eoo 
pentodly modified ainre their orig;in and they have appeared in scientific literature to 
Buch an extent tbat they are practically common property. 

I A common tYPO of proficiency test, which plays, however. little rMe in industry, 
is the IItnndard educational teat which mealure8 proficiency in Khooiaubjectl aueb 
as history or POIP'6Ph)'. 



TYPES OF MID\'TAL TESTS 6S 

~TS OF SPECIAL CAPACITY 

Practical justification of terminology. It is rather common prac
tice in dealing with special tests to speak of them as tests of atten
tion, tests of memory, and the like. This does not mean to imply, 
however, that the mind can be divided into clean-cut categories of 
this sort nor that a test can be devised that samples one of these 
categories to the exclusion of a.\I others. While such terminology 
may be undesirable for theoretica.I purposes, it is justifiable for the 
practica.I employment situation. The practica.I man has a better 
notion of what the investigator is driving at if he speaks of measur
ing the clerk's attention or speed of decision than if he discusses 
test A and test B. The employment psychologist is not evolving a 
theory of attention or of judgment and it is not necessary for him 
even to define these terms which he uses. He is simply selecting 
certain tests that measure some aspect of mental performance, and 
the crucial point is whether these tests will enable him to predict an 
applicant's ultimate vocational success. He can ca.\I the particular 
tests used anything he wishes without affecting their utility, but he 
usually gives them a name that has a definite connotation to most 
persons and which probably has some relation to the thing actua.IIy 
measured by the test. 

It is probably impossible to devise a test which measures one 
mental aspect to the exclusion of a.\I others. Ca.IIing a test a mem
ory test does not imply that it measures memory exclusively. H a 
person hears a list of words and then tries to reproduce the list, his 
efficiency will depend not only on his memory but on the extent to 
which he pays attention to the originaJ reading. But this test will 
obviously involve memory to a greater extent than will a test in 
which the subject crosses out every letter A on a printed page. 
Thus, if a job rather patently necessitates good memory for its suc
cessful performance, it is desirable to try out some" memory test" 
which will probably measure that ability better than will a .. de
cision test." In the following discussion, then, of tests for special 
capacity under different class headings, it must be remembered 
that these headings are used merely for practica.I convenience, and 
that tests do not measure exclusively the thing indicated, but 
simply emphasize it more than other things. After a.\I, the real 
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problem is the correlation of test Bcore with vocational ability re
gardleBB of what is actually measured by the test or what the test is 
called. 
. In the following pages a number of the categories of special ca
pacity rather extensively used by employment psychologists are 
given with one or more examples for each category. The list of 
categories is not intended as exhaustive and only enough examples 
are given to illustrate the variety of tests in use. Where specific 
time limits or the quantity of items constituting the test are men
tioned, this is not intended as an arbitrary suggestion, but is made 
merely for illustrative purposes. A person working in this field will 
usually go to original sources for his test material or else devise his 
own along lines suggested by the work of others. 

MOTOR CONTROL 

Many industrial operations involve coordination between eye and 
hand. The worker has to make certain motions, oontrolling them 
by what he sees. There are two aspects of motor oontrol that are 
of significance, preventina; motion - i.e., steadiness - and making 
motions accurately and rapidly. Lack of the former would seri
ously handicap, for instance, a jeweler assembling a small watch, 
while ineffectiveneBB in the latter on the part of a telephone oper
ator inserting plugs in jacks would lead to still more wrong numbers. 

Example 1. The conventional steadiness test makes use of a 
metal plate pierced with round holes ranging in diameter from one 
half to seven sixty-fourths of an inch. A needle or a piece of small 
wire is mounted on the end of a wooden rod so that the subject can 
hold it in the manner of a pencil and insert the point in the holes in 
the plate. The needle and plate are connected in series with a bat
tery and an electric counter or other recording mechanism so that 
when the needle touches the plate the circuit is closed and the 
counter registers. The subject tries to hold the point of the needle 
in the hole for a prescribed number of seconds without touching the 
edge, beginning with the largest hole and working toward the small
est. A subject who can negotiate a smaller hole than another sub
ject is obviously the more proficient in this particular test and the 
size of the hole may constitute his score. Other methods of scoring 
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are, of colll'lMi, possible. For instance, a Vlorating spring may be 
arranged to interrupt the battery circuit so that whenever the 
needle is in contaet with the plate an electric counter is recording 
five times a second. The essential point is that a subject who is 
capable of preventing undue motion of his hand will make a better 
score whatever the method of administration. 

Example 2. For indicating speed and accuracy of coOrdination 
a board is provided with three metal discs about one half inch in 
diameter mounted at the corners of an equilateral triangle four 
inches on a side. The subject holds a stylus (metal-pointed handle 
similar to a large pencil) with which he tape the discs in succession 
going around the triangle repeatedly in one direction. Each tap 
records electrically on a counter. The examiner can easily note 
the number of circuits of the triangle and measure the time with a 
stop-wateh while the counter records the actua\ number of ele<>
trical contacts made. The subject may go as rapidly as he can and 
be scored according to his attempts and correct responses or he may 
be required to keep time with a metronome while the number of 
errors is noted. 

Example 3. A metal plate replaces the record on a phonograph. 
There is a disc of insulating material about the size of a quarter 
set in this plate near the margin and flush with the surface. The 
subject holds a handle which terminates in a smaIl brass point. 
The handle is hinged so that gravity keeps the point in contact 
with the metal plate when the hand is held over the apparatus. 
When the point is in contaet with the plate an electrical circuit 
is closed. As the plate revolves, the subject tries to keep this 
point on the insulated portion so as not to make contaet with the 
metal. During any time that he is making such contaet an elec
tric counter is recording ten times a second. At a given speed of 
rotation and for a given length of time, the subject with better 
coOrdination makes a smaller score on the electric counter. 

The foregoing tests of motor control are necessarily individual 
tests, i.e., they must be given to one subject at a time. There have 
been efforts to devise methods of measuring motor control with 
group tests in which a number of persons are tested simultaneously. 
One such test will be cited. 
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Example 4-

1 0 

0 2 

3 0 

o 4 

5 0 

o 6 

7 0 

o 8 

9 0 

o 10 

etc; 

A metronome is set for some constant rate suCh as two beats a 
second. The subject starts with his pencil at the circle numbered 1. 
The signal to begin is given during some beat and on the next one 
the subject draws a line terminating as nearly 8s possible in circle 2; 
on the next beat he draws to circle 3, etc. . The circles run in this 
fashion the full length of the page - perhaps thirty of them. The 
subject is stopped after thirty beats, and if he has not kept time 
with the metronome he will not have marked all the circles and call 

be penaJized accordingly. The extent to which the end of each line 
he has drawn deviates from the circle in which it is supposed to 
terminate is inversely proportionaJ to the subject's accuracy of 
coordination. Instead of measuring this deviation from each circle 
with a ruler, an arbitrary limit may be selected such as three thirty-
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seconds of an inch and any line tenninating within three thirty
seconds of the circle be considered correct. Scoring may be facili-

.• tated by a stencil with thirty circles of this radius drawn in the 
proper positions, and, by placing this stencil over the test blank, 
Jines terminating outside the arbitrary limits may easily be noted. 
The test may be given with the blank in such a position that the 
zigzag lines will be made in a horizontal or vertical direction. Sev
eral trials at a test of this sort should presumably be given and the 
total number of correct responses or errors noted. Unlike most 
coOrdination tests this· one may be administered by the group 
method. 

SENSORY CAPACITY 

Example 5. Viwal acuity. The ordinary chart used by opti
cians with groups of letters of varying size gives a rough measure of 
visual acuity. The smallest letters that the subject can read at a 
distance of twenty feet indicates his acuity. For finer measure
ments letters of constant size are placed at such a distance that 
they are illegible and are moved toward the subject until he can 
read the letters. This maximum legible distance.is then noted. 
Frequently a single symbol, such as the letter E, is used and turned 
with the opening pointing in various directions and the maximum 
distance found where the subject can correctly state the direction. 
These latter methods have the further advantage that they are less 
subject to coaching or other preliminary preparation. A very near
sighted scientist going into personnel work passed the army exam
ination by purchasing all the different optical charts in the city and 
memorizing them 80 that when he saw the large letter at the top 
(which he could barely read at twenty feet) he could recite the re
maining invisible letters. In his particular job the use of glasses 
w .... little handicap, but in an employment office there might be situ
ations where such a procedure would be disastrous. 

Example 6. Colm blindnesa is roughly determined by the use of 
a standard series of smaIl skeins of yarn dyed various colors. A 
certain green skein is given to the subject and he is told to select 
all those of the same color. Inasmuch as the colors are of numerous 
tints and shades there is considerable opportunity for a person who 
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cannot distinguish red from green to manifest this fact. More 
elaborate methods of determining color blindness are, of course, 
available if their use in employment procedure seems warranted. 
Color blindness may be present where the victim himself does not 
suspect it and where even his acquaintances are unaware of his 
defect. In some instances the first intimation has come when the 
man has married and a striking change in neckties has resulted. 
In certain jobs, of course, inability to distinguish readily between 
red and green might be fatal. 

Example 7. A1Iditory acuity. A small steel ball is placed at a 
constant distance from the subject's ear and dropped a variable 
distance upon a metal plate. The ball is held by miniature pliers 
B.'ld released by slight pressure. The height of the pliers above 
the plate can be varied by turning a screw and the distance read on 
a scale. The minimum distance the ball can drop and still be au
dible is the differential score. 

Example 8. Pitch di3crimination. The Seashore series of 
phonograph records for measuring musical talent (528) includes 
one for pitch discrimination. Pairs of tones are presented differing 
slightly in pitch, and the subject in each instance determines 
whether the first or second tone is of higher pitch. He checks his 
results on a standard blank and the results can be compared with the 
known difference of pitch to determine his discriminative ability. 

Example 9. Kil'UBSlheiic (muscle ....... ) di3criminatitm. The sub
ject presses down on a spring scale, such as a postal balance, un
til the indicator as seen by the examiner reaches a certain point. 
The subject then is required to reproduce this pressure by remem
bering the kinmsthetic sensation, and his error is recorded. Tech
nically superior devices of this sort, in which the subject produces 
variable tension on a spring by turning a crank with a scale that can 
be read more finely, have been devised. 

ATTENTION 

Example rD. A frequently significant aspect of attention is its 
range or span; i.e., the number of impressions to which a subject 
can attend simultaneously. Some mill operatives have, for in
stance, to watch several machines at a time. Some form of short-
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expoSure apparatus is necessary for such a test. One type com
prises a shutter containing a slit which is pulled by a spring across 
the exposure field exactly like the focal-plane shutter in a graflex 
camera. The card containing the material that is to be presented 
is placed in a rack behind this shutter and as the slit moves across 
the field the material is exposed for a fraction of a second. The 
speed of exposure can be regulated by the width of the slit and the 
tension on the spring. 

XPH 
WKRM 

L Z F D J 

BSNYFQ 

GVLTHNR 

With such apparatus it is possihle to expose a series of disconnected 
letters like the ahove, one line at a time and thus to determine how 
many the subjeet can read in this fraction of a second. He is given 
4 disconnected letters, then 5 letters, then 6 letters, ete., until he 
reaches his limit and the proeedure is repeated several times. The 
maximum number that can be perceived during this brief exposure 
is termed the span of attention. Disconneeted numbers or words 
or even nonsense figures or pictures may be used. 

Example II. More frequently we are not SO much interested in 
the span of attention as in the ability to sustain attention for a 
longer period. In a clerical job we are perhaps concerned with abil
ity to work continuously at a high degree of attention. A portion 
of a test for measuring this aspect follows with the first few items 
correctly marked: 

1472R59186325376935472984612348557216473189382576319372455245648 etc. 

The subject underlines the pairs of adjacent numbers whose sum 
is 10. An actuaI test blank comprises 15 lines of this sort with 10 
pairs to be marked in each line. The number marked within a 
definite time limit gives some indication of ability to work at a high 
degree of concentration. 
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Example 12. A more complicated test similar to the foregoing 
involves a page of numbers printed similarly, but the subject 
crosses 2 and rings 3 until he comes to a 7, then reverses the process, 
crossing 3 and ringing 2, till he comes to another 7, then reverses 
again, etc. 

Example 13. A presumably somewhat different aspect of atten
tion is involved in the following test in which the subject finds the 
consecutive numbers in order, i.e., finds 11, then finds 12, etc. 

26 62 39 24 33 37 16 

14 33 18 47 12 21 66 

49 44 59 29 55 31 42 

35 20 11 50 15 46 27 

58 41 28 38 67 34 48 

30 23 54 45 19 13 40 

17 32 36 25 61 43 22 

As a check on whether the subject actually finds the numbeni con
secutively rather than skipping around, he writes "A" after 11, 
"B" after 12, "C" after 13, etc. H he marks the numbers in any 
other than the correct order, he is apt to become confused in attach
ing the proper letter to the numbers and may be detected and 
penalized accordingly. 

LEARNING 

Example 14. One of the conventional tests for briefly determin
ing ability to learn. or to form a new set of associations involves the 
substitution of symbols from a code for a series of numbers. 

1 234 5 6 7 8 9 

'" ? % "("/ 

1 3 7 9 2 4 682 596 3 8 1 7 4 8 1 629 4 
'" % ( / ? 
3 1 7 6 2 9 6 4 8 6 2 6 9 8 3 7 1 4 1 825 4 

etc. 
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The subject writes under each number the corresponding symbol 
from the code at the top of the page as shown by the first few items. 
Enough blank numbers are provided to occupy the subject for the 
desired length of time. At the outset, of course, reference is made 
to the code for every number, but a subject who learns readily will 
soon remember some of the symbols without reference to the code 
and hence will work more rapidly and make a higher score. Vari
ous codes are, of course, possible, and if greater complication is 
desired the entire alphabet may be used and a symbol substituted 
for each letter. 

Example IS. Another type of learning involves finding a path
way through a maze or labyrinth. Such a test is often given by a 
printed plan or diagram of the maze and the subject traces with a 
pencil the correct pathway. The following maze is similar, but 
may be set up on a typewriter or with ordinary printing equipment 
without the preparation of a plate. 

ACCCXXCXCCCCCCCCCC 
CXXXCXCXXXXXCXXXXC 
CCCCCCCXCCCCCCCCXC 
CXXXCXXXCXXXXXXXXC 
CXXXCCCCCXXXXXXXXC 
CXXXXXXXXXCCCCCCCC 
CCCXXXCXXXCXXXXXXX 
CXXCCCCCCCCXCCCCCC 
CXXCXXXXXXXXCXXXXC 
xxx CXXCCCCCCCXXXXC 
CCCCXXCXXXXXCXXXXC 
CXXXXXCXCCCXCXXXXC 
CXXXXXCXCCCXCXXXXC 
CXXCCCCXCXCXXXXXXC 
CXXCXXXXCXCCCCCCCC 
CXXCX:X;CXCXXXXXXXXX 
CCCCCCCXCXXXXCCCCC 
CXXCXXXXCXXXXCXXXC 
CXXCCXXXCCCCCCXXXZ 

The subject starts at A and traces a continuous line to Z keeping 
on the letter C and always moving the pencil sideways or up and 
down; i.e., never moving diagonally. If tests of the maze type are 
repeated, the improvement gives some indication of learning ability. 
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ASSOCIATION 

Example 16. While free association tests are occasionally used 
in which the subject is given a stimulus word and then speaks or 
writes words as rapidly as he can think of them, it is usually more 
valuable to control the association process in some way, such as 
having the subject give or select synonyms or opposites of certain 
words. 

1. RETURN is the opposite of ADVANCE; SURROUND; RESOLVE; GO 

2. ACTIVE is the oppoeite of PERSON; PASSIVE; NEUTRAL; DE-
SPONDENT 

3. CONVEY is the same as CONDUCT; TRANSPORT; LIFT; GUIDE 

4. OPERATE is the same 88 REFINE; DISTILL; SURGEON; MANAGE 

6. CHARITABLE is the opposite of UNTRUE; ACT; MISERLY; UN
FRIENDLY 

etc. 

The subiect underlines that one of the four alternatives that cor
rectly finishes the sentence. The first two lines are correctly. 
marked. 

Example 17. Another widely used test that may perhaps be 
classed here involves analogies. 

• 
1. Gun: shoots:: knife: RUN; CUTS; HAT; BmD 

2. Handle: hammer:: knob: KEY; ROOM: SHUT; DOOR 

3. Camp: safe:: battle: WIN; DANGEROUS; FIELD; FIGHT 

4. Egg: bird:: seed: GROW; CRACK; PLANT: GERMINATE 

6. Cloud-burst: shower:: gale: BATH; BREEZE; DESTROY: WEST 

etc. 

The subiect unclerlines that one of the four alternatives that is 
related to the third word in the line as the second word is related 
to the first. 

REACTION TIMlD 

The measurement of reaction time was one of the early psycho-
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logical experiments. Attention was first called to it by discrep
ancies of two astronomical observers recording the passage of a 
star across the meridian. One of them was consistently one second 
behind the other. This led to the discovery that people differ in 
the length of time required for an impulse to get in the eye or ear 
and out to a muscle. Such differences are now measured very 
accurately. 

Example 18. To determine simple auditory reaction time the 
subject is given a warning signal "ready" and thereupon presses a 
telegraph key or similar device and holds it down. A few seconds 
later the experimenter throws a switch which causes something 
similar to a telegraph sounder to give a fairly loud click. The sub
ject releases his key the instant he hears the click .and the time 
between the click and the release is measured - usually to thou
sandths of a second. This type of measurement involves Bome
what complicated technique and is obviously possible only in an 
individual test. There are various cbronoscopes or time-measuring 
devices of this sort in use in psychologicallsboratories. One of the 
best of these comprises a synchronous motor controlled by an elec
trically driven tuning-fork so that it runs at very constant speed. 
A friction clutch operates electro-magnetically so that a disc may 
be held firmly against an extension from the shaft of the motor. 
This disc runs another shaft which carries a Isrge hand. This latter 
revolves in front of a dial graduated into 100 units. The apparatus 
is so wired that when the stimulus or click occurs, it automatically 
sends current through the magnet which pulls the disc against the 
motor shaft. The hand then revolves ten times a second. When 
the subject releases his key this circuit's broken and another made 
which throws out the clutch and stops the hand with no further· 
rotation. By reading the position of the hand on the dial before 
and after the reaction, it is possible to determine how many 
thousandths of a second were required for the subject to respond to 
the auditory stimulus. There are, of course, cruder devices for 
measuring reaction time. A less elaborate but fairly satisfactory 
apparatus consists of two small pendulums so adjusted that if they 
start to swing simultaneously the more rapid will gain a fiftieth of a 
second each swing. It can be so arranged that the two are held at 
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one side, the slower rele&!ed by the stimulus and the more rapid by 
the reaction. By counting the number of swings until they syn
chronize, the reaction time can be determined to fiftieths of a sec
ond. Considerable time is consumed, of course, in counting the 
swings, and there are more chances of error in measurements made 
with this technique because of the difficulty of accurate adjust
ment of the pendulums. 

Example 10. Simple visual reaction time may be measured in 
similar fashion. The stimulus may be the appearance or disap
pearance of a light or of a shadow or the motion of some smaIl ob
ject. In any instance the stimulus automatically starts the 
chronoscope and the response of the subject stops it. 

Example 20. Choice reaction time differs from the foregoing in 
that two or more alternative stimuli are given and the subject has 
alternative responses which he makes according to which stimulus 
is presented. For instance, there may be two telegraph sounders 
or simiIar devices, one at the subject's right and one at his left. He 
has two telegJ"ll.ph keys, and if he hears the right sounder he oper
ates the right key, and if he hears the left sounder he operates the 
left key. Similarly there may be an arrangement whereby two 
shadows of a rod are thrown on an illuminated screen. H the right 
shadow disappears, the subject operates the right key, and if the 
left shadow disappears, the subject operates the left key. With 
more stimuli and more keys it is possible to complicate the choice 
to any desired extent. 

SPACE PERCEPTION 

Example 21. H a picture of a rhomboid-shaped card with two 
holes pUnched in it near adjacent corners is shown in two different 
positions, it is rather difficult to tell whether you are looking at the 
same or different sides of the card. On the test blank many pairs 
of this sort are provided, and the subject checks each pair to indi
cate whether it represents the same or different sides of the card. 
A somewhat simiIar test involves pictures of a human hand in 
various unusual positions, the subject in each case indicating 
whether it is the right or the left hand. 

EDIIlpie 22. A line several inches long and a much shorter line 
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appear close together. The subject judges without measuring how 
many times the shorter line is contained in the longer. A page of 
such pairs is provided. The subject may be required to write the 
number of times he thinks the smaller is contained in the larger or 
to select the correct number from several alternatives. 

MEMORY 

Example 23. Memory span. 
S 6 7 a 
9 4 2 1 II 

7 3 2 8 4 9 

2 9 6 3 8 7 1 

& 9 7 4 8 8 1 8 

8 3 1 6 7 4 9 2 8 

The first row of numbers is read aloud at the rate of one digit per 
second. The subject listens during the reading and then immedi
ately writes the numbers from memory. This procedure is re
peated with the next row (five digits), then with six digits, seven 
digits, etc. The subject's score is the maximum number of digits 
that he can reproduce after one presentation. Several lists like the 
above are, of course, used. The method may be varied by having 
the numbers printed, each row on a separate card, and showing 
them to the subject for a length of time sufficient to a.llowabout one 
second for reading each digit. This involves visual rather than 
auditory memory span. 

Example 24-
book ehelf 
garden spade 

letter otamp 

watch time 

rain umbrella 

eto. 

The examiner reads the pairs of words rhythmically. A metro
nome sounds one beat a second and the examiner reads" book" on 
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the first beat, "shelf" on the second beat, pauses on the third beat, 
reads "garden" on the fourth, "spade" on the fifth, and "letter" 
on the seventh, etc. This serves to group together the two words of 
each pair and the subject is required to remember these two to
gether. As soon as the list of perhaps twenty pairs has been read, 
the examiner gives the first word of each pair and the subject 
writes down the one that went with it. For instance, the exam
iner says "book" and the subject writes "shelf" if he can rece.ll it; 
the examiner says "garden" and the subject writes "spade." The 
subject may have a blank with simply the numbers 1, 2, 3 ... and 
write his answers after the proper number. The examiner, in read
ing the first word of the pair, allows five seconds for the response, 
whereupon he immediately passes to the next word. Or the sub
ject may be provided with a blank containing e.ll the first words of 
each pair and be given a certain time to write down e.ll the second 
words he can rece.ll. He may even have a blank of this form: 

book ...•••.•.. page; shelf; title; caao 

garden ......... flower; lawni spadej plant 

and be required to check that one of the four !'lternatives that was 
previously presented with the word at the first of the line. The 
same sort of experiment may be oonducted visue.lly, showing the 
pairs in succession at a sme.ll window in specie.lly constructed ap
paratus. They may be typed on adding-machine ribbon, each pair 
on a separate line, and fed along in guides behind a slit in the ap
paratus by pulling the ribbon. This usue.lly necessitates individ~ 
ual examining, but it is possible to place this apparatus in the ex
posure field of some projecting lantern such as a Balopticon and 
throw the words on a screen at the front of the room in which a 
group of subjects is sitting. 

Example 25. A paragraph, such &9 a newspaper account or a 
description of some scene, is read aloud; and the subjects then 
either reproduce it in their own words or are asked specific ques
tions requiring unequivocal answers to test their memory for de
tails of the selection. In the former case the selection is divided 
into" ideas" and the number of these reproduced is counted. In 
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the latter esse the number of questions answered oorrectIy fur
nishes the index of memory ior the selection. 

REASONING 

Ezample 26. A series of arguments like the following is given 
and the subject marks an item X if the oonclusion is true and 
marks it 0 if the oonclusion is false. 
•. X •. 1. Jobn's birthday;' after llarry's and Harry's birthday is after Tom's. 

Therefore Tom's birthday is before Jobn's. 

•• 0 .. 2. William h88 a hrother George who hss a SOD, Henry. Therefore 
Henry is William's UDc\e. 

...... 3. Silver is heavier than iron. Copper is lighter than silver. Therefore 
copper is heavier than iron. 

•..... 4. Jones owes Smith one hundred dollars. Brown owes Jones one 
hundred dollars. The two debts will be oettlcd if Smith pays one 
hundred doUara to Brown. 

...... 5. All members of the Country Club .... members of the Polo Club. 
Smith is not a member of the Polo Club. Therefore he is not a mem
ber of the Country Club. 

Ezample 27. 

AOUUA AAOUAU AAUOUA 

L UOAUA 2- OUUAAA 3. UAAO 

AOAA AAAAOU UUUOAU 

UAUUUAOA AUUAOAAAU AOUUU 

4- UUAUUAOU5. AOU 6- UUAOA 

AUAOUUA AUOAA UUUUAO 

etc. 

The letter 0 in each line bears a certain relation to the rest of the 
line. The same relation holds for all three lines of the given pro
blem. For instaoc.. in the first problem the 0 is "second from the 
left" in all three lines. In problem 2 the letter 0 occurs "before 
the first U" in all three lines. In problem 3 the answer is "fourth 
from the left"; in problem 4 it is "after the second A." The sub
ject writes these phraees under each problem. 
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SPEED 01' DECISION 

Example 2S. 

OOAEAUAUAA OEAQUEOOUA EAOEUEOAOB UUEOUAOEOB EUOAEEOUAE 
OAUAAAOEAO UOUAOOAEUO EUUEAAOEOA OAUAEOUEUA OEAEEUEAEB 
AUAAEAOOAB OU08EOAOAO OEUAEEEAUU UOEAUEAUOU BAEEOEUUEU 
UUAOEAAAUU EOEAOOAUOU EAOHAOEOUK OAUEAAUOEU AEOUEEOEOB 
AUAEAEAABA. OEOOEOUAOO EABUUOEEEU BOAUUOBUAU EAEOEEUEAB 

IAJ 101 lEI I J I J 

AEOUUOAEOO UAU'EUAUJroA AOEUOAROUB EAUEOAUEOU AEAOAEOAVA. 
OUEoo&OOUO AOUAOUAUOA OEOUOUOUou UEOOEOAOOB OAUAAUAEAU 
AOOEAOOUOA OooDUUOUEU AUOEAEOAOU EUEAOUEAOE AEAAEAAOAA 
OUAOAEOOEO UEAUAEUOUE OAEOOAEOAO RAUEBAUOHA OAEUAOEAUA 
OUOOEAOOUO EOOEUUEUUO EOAOUAOEOU AEUAUEUAOB A.OABUA.OAUA. 

I J I I I I I I I I .... 
The subject is allowed five seconds to glance at each square and 
determine which letter predominatee. The result of this quick de
cision is written in the brackets below the square. A typical blank 
comprises 48 squares of this sort. The examiner gives the signal 
"Begin" and in five seconds says "Mark." Thereupon the subject 
immediately writes his judgment in the first bracket and looks at 
the next square. Five seconds later the examiner again says 
"Mark" and the subject immediately writes under the second 
square and turns to the third. After the examiner has said "Mark" 
48 times the subject is prevented from writing further, so that if he 
did not keep up with the examiner there are soDie unmarked squares 
to reveal that fact. 

INGENUITY 

Eumple 2 90 

Animals and birda Fruit and vegetableo 

eehps beelt aelpp inprtu 

ekmnoy binor aaablUl acenp 

ahers eginop - amoo" 
ohnort kImsu alntuw abeDa 

oekna aeeIsw eImoo -etc. 
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The letters of each word are arranged alphabetically rather than in 
the normal order. Those in the first group are names of animals or 
birds and those in the second group fruits or vegetables. The sub
ject determines what word the letters would make if put in the 
correct order and writes it after the corresponding letters. He is 
given a short time limit for each group of words and in that 
time skips around and gets as many of that group as possible. 
Other categories such as proper names, furniture and cities may 
be used. 

Examp1eao. 
1. spot mind Io~ 

2. ball meat oand foar 

3. sin play army 

4-twig hope fill flag 

6. hand note grab 

etc. 

In each problem, if one letter is taken from the first word, one letter 
from the second, and another letter from the third, and they are put 
together in that order, they will form the name of an animal In 
the first line the three underlined letters spell pig. In the second 
line the answer is bear. 

ExampleaI. 

AmI t .•• the poker and began'breaking the big I ••• of coal in the g ...... she 
said this. Little epirals of greenish yellow •.••• escaped from the cracks made 
by the p .••• then jetted into f.... She woo so •.••. for this woman before 
her that she I ••••• doggedly at a lump of coal a.. the w •••• that she woo 
speaking. 

The subject fi11s in the blanks in the text. The test may be variad 
by having the number of missing letters indicated by the dots or 
other symbols, as in the present instance, or by giving no clue as 
to the length of the word. The initial letter may or may not be 
giv..n., 
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ABILITY TO FOLLOW DmEarIONS 

Example 32. 

If the word contains the letters E, A, and R mark it 1. 
If the word contains the letter E but not A and R mark it 2. 
If the word contains the letter A but not E and R mark it 3. 
Il the word contains the letter R but not E and A mark it 4. 

years ....•.•..••••.. reason .•.••••••• taint •.••••••••••••• addition. _ .•••• 
height •..•••••••••.• action ....•. " _ • beguile •.•••••••••.. island •.•••••• 
alfalfu. ..••••••• '" •. bright ••.••••••. bureau ............. office ••••••••• 
right ......••• " •••• print •••••••••.• rough .••••••••••••. when •••••••• 

. verbal ..••. ., ••• _ •••• rocky ........... lurid •.••••.••••.••• forbear .•••••• 

etc. 

The test can be made more complicated by using other combina
tiO!lS such 88 "E and A but not R"; "A and R but not E." In 
genersl the more combinations involved, the more difficult will it 
be to follow the directions. , 

Example 33. 

Make a. cross here ... and a circle here ... and croAs out the second and third 
letters of this word - PECULIAR. If you think there was a war in 1917 put 
in a number to complete the sentence: " A horse has .... feet. U If Tuesday 
comes after Monday make two crosses here .... but if not make a circle 
here. • . • If it snows hardest in summer make a cross here ... but if Dot p888 
on to the next question and tell what you wear on your hands in cold weather . 
. . . . Draw a line between the names of t/l... two boys George Henry 
and write" no" if 2 times 3 are 6. 'Notice these five letters ABC D E. 
Draw a line from A to D that will J>!!SII above B and below C. Notice theoo 
numbers - 3, 5. If a. rock is heavi: than a. feather write the la.rger number 
here .... _. but if not write the amaller number here .•.. _ Give a wrong 8.D-' 

swer to the question "How many days in a week?" ..• _. If sand is good: 
to eat write "no" here _... but if it is not, write "yes" here •••• If.fisheB 
live in the water ma.k.e 8. triangle here .•.. and a square here. . • . Cross out 
overy letter E in the words between tria.ngle aJid the squa.re which you just 
drew. 

etc. 

The fore~'llustrstions have dealt with factors where a fairly 
satisfacto . ective lJIeasurement has been possible, Psycholo-
gists and p ularly the industrial psychologists have come to 
realize recen y that we do not have here the wl>"'~ story. Fre-
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quently a person has the requisite ability for a job; but fans to suc
ceed because of some emotional difficulty, because of dishonesty, 
because of some temperamental factor, or because of lack of inter
est. It is a question not merely of what the man can do, but of 
what he wiU do. These discrepancies are often rather serious in the 
practical situation, for they not only render prediction less reliable, 
but often unjustly reflect discredit upon the tests. The ability 
measured by a test may be related to vocational aptitude, and if the 
employee does not use that ability it is no fault of the test, although 
the test often gets the blame. This emphasizes, however, the de
sirability of obtaining further information about these less tangible 
factors. Only recently have serious efforts bem, made to measure 
them and a few typical attempts along these lines are illustrated 
below (the question of interests is left for a separate chapter). It 
must be einphasized, however, that these attempts are still largely 
in the experimental stage and should not be regarded as at present 
validated, but should rather be considered as suggestive of the lines 
along which work in the near future will progresS. 

, 
EMOTION 

Example 34. The subject has around his chest a pneumograph 
- a large soft rubber tube supported by a spiral spring inside -
connected through a amaller tube to a small brass cup or "tam
bour" covered with a thin sheet of rubber. As the chest expands or 
contracts, the air pressure in the pneumograph and the rest of the 
system changes so that the sheet of rubber over the cup moves up 
and down. As it moves it pushes a light lever. This latter presses 
lightly against the surface of a rotating drum covered with smoked 
paper. The result is that a wave-like curve is traced on the drum 
recording the subject's inhalation and exhalation. The subject 
also holds in his hand a Jong handle carrying another little cup cov
ered with sheet rubber and with a top-heavy piece of brass glued on 
the rubber. If the subject's hand trembles, the piece of brass 
moves sufficiently to displace the rubber and change the pressure 
in another similar tambour with a writing lever. Thus, if the sub
ject holds his hand still, the lever traces a comparatively straight 
line <:\II. the smoked drum, while if his hand moves, the line becomes. 
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irregular. The subject with these, and possibly other attachmenU!, 
sits quietly and then a revolver is fired a short distance behind him. 
The subject knows it is to be fired during the experiment, but does 
not know just when. The smoked record usually shows a sudden 
vigorous motion of the hand and a quick deep breath. However, 
there are individual differences in the speed of recovery from the 
shock. The breathing of some subjects after the first involuntary 
gasp steadies down to normal depth and rhythm almost at once, 
while other subjects take half a minute or longer to recover. Simi
larly, with some the record for motion of the hand traces a straight 
line with only the instant's interruption, whereas with others there 
is a pronounced tremor for some time. The length of time before 
the hand curve shows as little irregularity as at the outset or before 
the breathing curve comes back to normal gives a somewhat quan
titative indication of emotional stability. 

Example 35. A different approach to the measurement of emo
tion involves the extent to which it distracts the subject from a 
task. The subject is given a standard amount of practice in some 
mental task, such as performing addition. For instance, if the pro
blem is to start with a specified number, add I, then add 2 to the 
sum, then 3 to that sum, such as 30, 31, 33, 36, 40, 45, 51, it can be 
determined how many practice series are necessary to bring the 
average person to approximately his maximum proficiency. The 
subject is given this amount of practice and then a normal series 
recorded. The subject then grasps a pair of electrodes while the ex
aminer manipulates a bank of lamps. The subject is told that at 
various times during the test he will be given a shock. He is at the 
outset given a mild one and his attention called to the voltmeter 
which registers at the time say 75 volts. He then releases the elec
trodes and is shown how a further manipulation of the lamps will 
make the meter register 220. He then takes the electrodes and is 
given an initial number and proceeds to do his addition. If he is 
performing, for example, ten additions in a series, he may be given 
a mild shock at the end of the series so that the shock itself will not 
actually distract him from his task, but the fear of the shock is 
liable to do so. Consequently, the longer the time for series with 
electrodes relative to normal series without electrodes, the more sus-
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ceptIble the subject may be consIdered to the emotions involved. 

HONESTY 

The honesty of a prospective employee Is frequently of prime 
importance, but its evaluation is withal a delicate matter. Such 
evaluation must be objective and without the subject's knowledge. 
It must not eonsist of "framing" him in such a way that he realUes 
what has occurred. He will tell hIs friends, and this will vitiate the 
subsequent use of the test as well as build up an attitude of resent
ment. It should, however, be possible, in what Is ostensibly a eon
ventional test of some mental or motor ability, to obtain indireetly 
information as to the subject's honesty without hIs ever reslizing 
what has happened. Many persons may feel that this procedure is 
going too far and prying into saered portions of the personality, but 
if an employer obtains information abot.t a person's dishonesty 
from others who know him or from some objective manifestation 
of it, he uses that information. It would seem no more unethi
cal to utilir.e such information when obtained objectively in the 
test. 

Example 36. A series of circles are arranged on the blank with 
their centers all approximately on a 1arge circle. These circles are 
of various sizes. The subject places his pencil at a designated 
point, shuts hIs eyes, and attempts to make a cross in each circle. 
He Is given several trials seoring each trial himself before doing the 
next. By trying the test on persons who are actually known to have 
their eyes closed, it can be determined just what are the chances of 
hitting some of the smaller circles. H the subject does eonsiderably 
better than this probable expectation, the presumption Is that he 
"peeked." (lOS.) In another variation of thIs test there are six 
squares of different sizes one inside the other, thus affording a eon
tinuous pathway between each two squares. In each pathway the 
subjeet starts with his pencil at a designated point and with eyes 
closed traces around through the pathway to the starting point. 
With the shorter pathways a eorrect response is possible, while with 
the longer pathways it Is perhaps impossible. ThIs test can be 
evaluated in the same manner as the preceding one with the cir
cles. 
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Example 3'1. The subject is given a set of preliminary questions 
such as: 

1. Can you swim? 
2. Can you skate on roDer skates? 
3. Can you drive 8. car? 
'- Can you drive a boat? 

etc. 

In each instance he grades himself as to the matter in question, as
signing himself a value of 3 if he can do it very well, 2 fairly well, 
1 if he knows something about it, and 0 if he knows nothing about 
it. The preliminary set of questions is followed by a more crucial 
set which the subject answers in the same fashion: 

1. Do you know the letters of the a1phehet in their order? 
2. Do yon know how to write decimals? 
3. Do you know what 8. fly wheel is for on a steam engine? 
-i. Do you know how a camera takes pictures? 

Two or three weeks later, after the subject has presumably for
. gotten much of this preliminary test, he is given a test dealing with 
the information called for in the first case, such as: 

1. What is the fourth letter efter M in the a1phehet? ••••••• 
2. Write four fifths as a. decimal ... ~ ....... . 
3. Fly wheels are placed on steam engines in order to: 

aid in 8topping them .......................... ............. true .. . not true ..• 
hetp them keep going . .................................... . true ... Dot true •• • 
tell how faat the engine is going ••••••••••••••••••••.•.. .. . true ... not true ••• 

A considerable number of items of this sort are used as a check on 
the previous statements of the subject in an effort to determine 
whether he falsely overstated his ability in the first test. 

TEMPERAMENT 

Example 38. The subject copies certain words, such as "United 
States," at normal speed. On another page he copies similar words 
as slowly as he possibly can while still keeping the pencil moving. 
Other words are to be written as quickly as possible, but keeping the 
writing legible. The subject then writes "United States" repeat
edly while watching the examiner without looking at the paper and 
counting simultaneously the number of taps made by the examiner. 
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Other tests involve imitating a written copy, disguising one's own 
writing in repeated trials, and writing certain words in a very small 
space so that the letters must be somewhat crowded. Finally, on 
a list of traits, such as "careful- careless," the subject checks 
which one is generally the better, and later in the test goes through 
a similar list checking which of the two describes him better. Hav
ing given such a test it is possible to evaluate such things as ability 
to go very slowly and to inhibit or check the tendency toward 
greater speed; ability to release the usua\ inhibitions and operate 
very rapidly; tendency to change the character of performance 
under distraction; facility in adapting one's self to conditions, as 
when given inadequate room for normal performance; speed of de
ciding about persona.! traits relative to speed of deciding about such 
traits when the persona.! element of self -eva.!uation is not involved. 
(148.) 

Example 39. Efforts have been made to get some measure of 
susceptibility to monotony as follows: The subject has an endless 
belt of small brass rings four inches apart connected by string and 
two small pegs on a board four inches apart. The belt runs under 
the table. The subject puts two adjacent rings over the pegs, then 
removes them and pulls the belt a.!ong to put the next pair over the 
pegs. This is done for a standard set of time intervals. A some
what similar task is interspersed in which the distance between the 
rings is varied from four to twelve inches and the pegs are mounted 
on blocks so that they can slide to the right or left. These rings are 
painted two different colors and the distance between the pegs must 
be adjusted according to the distance between the rings. More
over, if a red ring appears, the pegs must be placed in a position as 
far to the left as possible, while if a blue ring appears they must be 
adjusted toward the right. The subject likewise estimates the 
duration of the time intervals for which he works. The subject 
performs the task at whatever speed he wishes. However, the ex
aminer keeps count of the number of strokes made every fifteen 
seconds to determine whether the subject slows down as the task 
progresses and whether this tendency is more marked with the uni
form set of rings than with the variable set. The subject's time . 
estimation may likewise give some measure ·of the monotony by: 
indicating whether the time is "dragging." 
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The foregoing examples give some notion of the scope of mental· 
tests of special capacity or of attitude. There has been no effort to 
illustrate all the possible varieties, for this would be out of the 
question in the present work. Effort has been made merely to 
show some of the possibilities and some of the kinds of test that 
have actually been used in one or another practical problem. A 
previous statement should be reiterated, that the class headings 
used are merely for practical conveni~nce and do not presuppose a 
careful definition or analysis of the factor so cIaased, nor do they 
imply that the test measures that factor to the exclusion of other 
factors. The real problem is the correlation of test score with 
vocational ability regs.rdless of what the test is eaIled or what it 
actually measures. 

TESTS OJ" INTELLIGENCE 

We have thus far been illustrating, for the most part, tests of 
special capacity. There are many industrial situations where a 
person is being cousidered for a job that requires unusually good 
mental equipment along some particular line. He may not need 
all-round ability, but rather something quite specialized for the 
particular limited group of operations he is to perform. The tests 
thus far described are designed largely to meet this situation. On 
the other hand, as suggested earlier, there are situations in which 
there seems no outstanding special capacity of this sort necessary. 
The person needs to be generaI1y alert, perhaps, and able to make 
moderate adjustments to the conditions of his job, but he does not 
need quick reaction time any more than he needs speed of associ
ation or ability to make quick judgments. We usually speak of 
such a person as being of a certain intellectual level or possessing a 
certain degree of inteIligence. 

Nature of intelligence. This is not the place for an elaborate dis
cussion of the nature of intelligence, for, just as with the tests of 
speciaI capacity, the crucial point is whether the particular tests 
facilitate vocational prediction, regardless of what in the last an
alysis they measure. Electricity could be measurect and used for 
practical purposes before it was defined or its exact nature known. 
Similarly, the psychologist cen measw-e intelIii;ence for practi.:aI 
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purposes even though he is not certain what it is. Scientists' con
ceptions of intelligence appear to depend somewhat on the interest 
with which they approach the problem. A statistician is quite apt 
to think of it as a general factor which causes intercorrelations be
tween miscelle.neous mental tests; i.e., persons who make high 
scores in one kind of mental test often make somewhat similar 
scores in a good many different kinds of tests and vice versa. A 
person with biological interests may be inclined to conceive of it 
in terms of ability to adept one's self to his environment and make 
the appropriate adjustments as the environment changes. A cer
tain degree of flexibility in behavior seems demanded by human 
society. One with a physiological trend is inclined to think of in
telligence with reference to its neural aspects - the degree of 
plasticity of the nervous system and facility in forming new con
nections and patterns therein. To the business man it connotes 
mental alertness, ability to follow instructions, to analyze a situa
tion, to learn readily, and to "catch on" to new situations. This 
last conception comes nearest to that which would be adopted by an 
employment psYchologist if it were necessary for him to commit 
himself as to the nature of intelligence. There appears to be some 
general capacity that gives one a better chance for survival in the 
economic struggle. One man can start out in anyone of a dozen 
lines of work and be successful in any of them. Whatever line he 
attempts he gets a good start, he learns his duties readily, he ad
justs himself to the situation, and does his work rapidly and ac
curately. Another man, though he may try many types of voca
tion, is practically doomed to failure in any of them. He is 
"dumb"; he does not" get the idea"; he cannot adjust himself; he 
is slow, and he often does the wrong thing or fails at least to do the 
right thing. This is the type that is floating around trying one job 
after another and losing it. As far as employment psychology is 
concerned, we may say that the first man has high intelligence and 
that the second man has low intelligence. 

Kinds of intelligence. Most of the tests for intelligence thus far 
devised have been of the "abstract" type; i.e., the subject is asked 
certain questions or presented with certain problems that have an 
abstract ideational conte~t. Moreover, the majority of these tests 
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are in verbal form; i.e., they necessitate the use of oral or written 
words. To be sure, much of the thinking and much of the achieve
ment of the normal literate adult goes on in these terms. But there 
are individuals encountered in the employment office who will be at 
a distinct disadvantage in this type of test - foreigners who have 
difficulty in handling our language or persons who have had little 
or no experience in reading. Some such individuals may actually 
have good capacity of the sort usually called intelligence, but will 
fail to manifest it in the verbal form of test. For the benefit of such 
persons there have been developed various non-verbal or perform
ance tests in which the subject does not have to deal with words. 

There is another aspect of intelligence of which we must take 
some account. There are grounds for the suspicion that there is 
something which may be termed .. mechanical intelligence." Some 
persons who do not manifest a high general capacity for handling 
abstract concepts may nevertheless have a distinct general superi
ority to their fellows when it is a question of manipulating concrete 
objects. Dealing with things that you can take in your hands and 
place in different positions and put together in different ways is 
somewhat different from dealing with words that are the opposite 
of each other or determining the relation between different pairs of 
words or successive numbers in a series. By this mechanical in
telligence is not meant mere manual dexterity, nor ability to per
form a single mechanical operation, but rather something of a more 
general character. Just as high intelligence of the abstract type 
enables a man to be successful in anyone of many vocational pur
suits that involve that kind of intelligence, so· a person with high 
intelligence of the mechanical type will presumably be successful in 
anyone of many vocations where he deals with concrete rather than 
with abstract things and manipulates objects other than a pencil. 
This notion of mechanical intelligence is not as firmly grounded as 
the other and less actual experimental work has been done in this 
field, but it is an aspect of which the employment psychologist 
should take account in certain practical situations. 

There is still another type of intelligence with reference to which 
little has been done and that is "social intelligence." There may be 
instances where we should consider a person's general capacity not • 
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for dealing with abstract concepts nor for handling concrete but in
animate things, but rather for dealing with social situations and re
acting to other people. Tests of this type are still very much in the 
experimental stage, but if they are subsequently developed they 
may be of considerable practical significance for the types of voc .... 
tion in which social contacts playa large rille. 

When we turn to illustrations of common tests for intelligence, 
especially of the abstract verbal type, we find that they involve 
little actually new material in addition to that which we have al
ready encountered in tests for special capacity. The common prac
tice seems to be to select a considerable variety of items of the sort 
described previously and lump them together into a single scale. H 
intelligence is a rather genera.! characteristic, about the best pro
cedure is to sample a fairly wide range of special capacities and as
sume that the combination of these will give some indication of gen
eral capacity or intelligence. In the remainder of the chapter it will 
be profitable first to illustrate the abstract verbal type of test
both that which necessitates individual examination and that which 
is adapted to group examination. Then the abstract performance 
or non-verbal tests will be likewise illustrated in the case of indi
viduaJ and group tests. Finally a few illustrations will be given of 
the mechanicaJ types of intelligence test. . 

Example 40. The most widely used individual intelligence test 
is doubtless the Binet test as revised by Terman. (588.) It con
sists essentially of a series of questions for each age which the aver
age child of that age can answer correctly. For instance, a series of 
questions are devised which the average five-year-old child can 
answer and a similar set which the average six-year-old can answer. 
These questions are then used to determine whether a given child's 

. mental age is five or six. There is, of course, the possibility that a 
person will fail on a question for a certain age and compensate for it 
by passing a question for a higher age. The essentiaJ point is that 
the average child whose chronological age is five will test exactly 
five or have a mentaJ age of five. Such questions are available up 
to the age of fourteen as well as an additional set of questions for 
"average adult" and "superior adult." Consequently, any person 
can be .given these tests and his mentaJ age determined. H he 
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passes only the questions that are attained by the average child of 
eleven years, he is said to have a mental age of eleven. By way of 
illustration the items for several different ages will be given. The 
nature of the item will be mentioned and where its administration 
is not obvious the words used in asking the question will be added. 

The questions for three-year-olds are as follows: 

1. Point to the nose, eyes, mouth, hair. "Show me your nose." 
2. Name familiar objects - key, penny, knife, watch, pencil ·'W'ha.t is 

this?" 
3. Look at standard pictures and enumerate at 1east three objects in ODe 

picture. "Tell me what you see in this picture." 
4. Give sex. U Are you & little boy or a little girl?" 
5. Give last name. "What is your name?" 
6. Repeat a sentence of six or seven sylla.bles. "I have a little dog"; "The 

dog runs after the cat"; "In summer the SUD is hot-" 

The items for the nine-year-olds are as follows: 

1. Give the date - day of week, day of month, and year. 
2. Arrange in order five small cubes of uniform size weighing 3, 6, 9, 12 and 

15 grams. 
3. Solve problems in making change such as: "If I were to buy 4 cents' worth 

of candy anti should give the storekecpor 10 cents how much money would 
I get back?" 

4. Repeat four digits such as 6-5-2-8 backwards. 
5. Make up 8 sentence containing three words web 88 "boy, ball, river!' 
6. Give at least three words to rhyme with a word given by the examiner such 

88 "day" or "mill." 

The following tests occur at the average adult level: 

1. Define a certain number of words in a standard vocabulary list. 
2. Interpret fables which are read by the examiner receiving certain credit 

for each one ocrreetly interpreted and be.ing required to make a certain 
total score. 

"'3. Differentiate between such pairs of words 88 'Iluiness and idleness"; . 
"evolution and revolution"; upoverty and misery." 

,. Sol .. prob1eme of this sort: "You see this box; it has two smaller boxes 
inside and each of the smaller boxes contains two tiny boxes; how Dl!I.Il.Y 
altogether counting the big one?" 

5. Repeat six digits such as 4-7-1-9-5-2 backwards. 
6. Loarn a code for the letters of the alphabet based on a si ... ple geometrieai 

principle and then write a phrase in code without reference to the original 
ocpy •• 
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Example 41. Among the verbal group intelligence tests that are 
most widely used is the" Army AI pha" test devised for military use 
during the war. It is based on the principle mentioned above that 
a considerable number of special capacity tests may be lumped to
gether and give a fair indication of general capacity or intelligence. 
This test has served as the prototype for many other group intelli
gence tests that have been developed since. One such test may be 
cited. It is made up of seven kinds of items with at least thirty of 
each kind and in some instances many more. It includes the four 
kinds of items described below in connection with the discussion of 
test instructions (p. 123), namely, opposites, disarranged sentences, 
number completion, and anaIogies. It also comprises items of the 
following sort: 

Get the aDSWem to th .... problems. Write the answerB on the dotted 
lin .. to the right. 

1. If you wa\k four miles an hour for three hoWl!, how far will you 
have walked? 

2. If I bad 50 per eent more money than I now have, I would then 
have $84. How many dollars have I now? 

3. A householder bas food to wt three people five weeks. How long 
will it last five people? 

Look at the first word in the row. Underline one word in the same row at: 
the right that the firet is moot often ueed to describe. . 

1. RED tree; ~ butter; milk; bottle 

2. ABIDING fortitude; faith; hatre!i; anxiety; attitude 

3. NA VlGABLE boat; sailor; DAvigation; stream; novice 

Look at the statement at the left of the line. Underline one word in the 
same row which will finish the sentence and make the best sense. 

1. People hear with the - eyes; . cars; nose; mouth; hands 

2. Chard is a - fish; lizard; vegetable; lIIl&ke; fnut 

3. The Lilerary Dig.., is published - monthly; daily; yearly; bi
monthly; weekly. 

In this particular test complete directions and practice examples are 
provided on the first page of the ble.nk. The items follow - each 



9!1 EMPLOYMENT PSYCHOLOGY 

page being devoted to a single kind. The subjects work continu
ously turning from page to page as directed by the examiner. 

Example 42. Turning now to examples of the non-verba.! or per
formance tests that involve individua.! examination, one of the com
mon types is the" form board." This test appears in many vari
eties. For instance, a board is provided with holes of various 
shapes cut out of it - square, circle, cross, star, diamond. Blocks 
are provided of the proper shape to fit these holes. The subject's 
problem is to fit the blocks into the holes as quickly as possible and 
a record may be taken of the moves he makes and of the time. This 
particular board is perhaps too simple for ordinary industria.! use, 
but the principle can be extended to include a.ll degrees of difficulty. 
For instance, there may be a single rectangular hole and a number 
of rectaogular and triangular blocks which if fitted together in the 
proper manner will fill the hole. Various other complicated pat
terns have been devised. The essential point is that the subject 
puts the blocks together in the proper fashion. 

Example 43. Another common performance test involves .. cube 
imitation." Four small cubes are mounted about two inches apart 
in a straight line on a wooden base. The examiner takes a fifth 
cube and saying, "watch carefully and do just what I do," taps the 
cubes in some predetermined order such as 1-2-il-4. The subject 
then imitates the moves made by the examiner. The series of 
moves may be complicated at will. For instance, if consecutive 
cubes are denoted by numbers 1 to 4, typical sequences would be: • 

1-3-2-4-2-11--1 

1-4-2-3-1-3-2-4 

Example 44. It is possible in some instances to administer a per
formance test as a group test. Such a test was devised in the army 
and administered by means of an examiner and a demoustrator. 
Demonstration materials are provided on a blackboard; the ex
aminer in pantomime explains each kind of test item to the demon
strator, who then performs it on the blackboard in view of the sub
jects. The demonstrator acts the part of a high-grade moron. He 
apparently fails to understaod so that the examiner must show him 
repeatedly. Then when he himself attempts the performance he 



TYPES OF MENTAL TESTS 98 

makes stupid mistakes, whereupon the examiner shouts" NO" and 
shows him a.U over again. FinaJly it begins to dawn on him, and he 
starts with hesitation, frequently watching the examiner for en
couragement, and after fina.Uy succeeding registeIB great satisfac
tion. This "act" serves to center the attention of the subjects on 
the test materia.! and the importance of doing it in the proper way. 
They are then told in pantomime and with a few standard phrases 
in the appropriate foreign languages to do the same thing on their 
blanks. 

The first items consist of tracing with a pencil through the cor
rect pathway in a series of simple mazes. These mazes or laby
rinths are printed on the blank with a correct pathway by which 
the pencil can be drawn from start to finish without crossing any 
lines. There are various blind aJ]eys into which the subject may go 
erroneously. A few illustrations appear on the blackboard. The 
examiner traces the correct pathway with his pointer and then the 
demonstrator does likewise with his crayon. The demonstrator 
makes a mistake going into a blind aJ]ey or crossing a line and is 
reproved by the examiner. After a few illustrations of this sort, 
the subjects usua.Uy understand their task and perform it on their 
blanks. The next items involve pictures of piles of cubes so lOr· 
ranged that some of the cubes are invisible, but their presence and 
the tota.! number of cubes can be inferred from the arrangement. 
The examiner points to a sample on the blackboard asking, "How 
much?" and the demonstrator counts the cubes and writes the 
number in the proper place. The samples include cases in which 
some cubes are conceaJed. The subjects then study their pro
blems and write the proper number under each. The next pro
blems consist of completing a series of X and 0 symbols, such as 
OOXOOXOOX............ The blank has rows of rectangles 
in which the initiaJ parts of the series are given and the subject fills 
in the remaining rectangles accordingly. Illustrative examples on 
the board are worked out by the demonstrator as the examiner 
points to them. The next items involve substituting symbols for 
digits 88 in Example 14 (supra, p. 70). It is explained in panto
mime like the otheIB. Further items in this performance group 
test involve checking certain pain! of numbeIB to show whether they 
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are the same or different, supplying missing parts of pictures such 
as the leg of a table or a finger of a hand, or indicating how a num
ber of odd shapes can be placed together to fill a given square area. 
The items in this particular test are similar to those that have been 
used in other eases, but the novel feature consists in "putting it 
over" to illiterates. The tests are so adapted that reading is un
necessary. The subjects do not even need to know English in order 
to understand what they are supposed to do. 

Example 45. One of the most widely used individual tests for 
mechanieal aptitude or general mechanieal intelligence consists of 
assembling a number of small appliances. A box is provided made 
up of ten compartments. The first contains the three parts of a 
sma.ll simple monkey wrench. The subject is required to put the 
wrench together by putting the head through the end of the handle 
and inserting a thumbscrew at the proper place. As soon as he 
finishes this compartment, he turns to the next in which there are 
six links of alight chain. These likewise must be assembled in cor
rect fashion. The next compartment contains the parts of a spring 
paper clip. Other compartments involve a bicycle bell, a coin 
holder, a spring clothespin, a shut-off for a rubber hose, a push 
button, a simple lock, and a mouse trap. The subject assembles 
the items one after the other and usually has a time limit for the 
entire examination. The different items are scored according to a 
special scale. For instance, a perfect assembly of the wrench gives 
ten points; if the nut is in the wrong place, there are four to six 
points; if in addition the head is turned in the wrong direction, only 
one point is allowed. A similar seale is available for each assembled 
object. The total score gives some indication of general mechani
eal aptitude. 

Example 46. The foregoing example is probably better adapted 
to men and boys than to women and girls. A test involving some
what the same principle has been used to measure mechanieal apti
tude or intelligence in women. It consists of a series of envelopes 
each containing a sample and the materials necessary for making 
an object like that sample. The subject takes them in the order 
in which they are arranged and solves each problem. The first 
problem involves stringing twenty-four large colored beads to form 
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on the string a pattern of four yellow, four blue, four red, four 
yellow, four blue, and four red in tbat order. The next problem 
consists of putting a piece of tape through a strip of "insertion." 
In the third a card is provided with eight holes punched a.!ong the 
ma"gin of a circle and an additiona.! hole punched in the center. 
A string threaded on a needle has to be passed through the center 
and one of the outer holes back through the center and out to the 
next outside hole, back to the center again, etc. Other problems of 
constructing something like the sample include cross~itches on a 
piece of checked gingham - the stitches coinciding with the squares 
of the fabric; assembling a simple key ring on a chain; making a 
chain of paper clips; sewing a piece of braid a.!ong the edge of a 
piece of cotton; assembling an address tag for a suitcase or grip; 
winding two strings around a card with notched edges in a certain 
pattern interlacing the strings at regular intervals; making a book
let with a piece of cardboard and stickers for binges; and cutting out 
with scissors an irregular printed pattern bounded by lines one 
sL'Cteenth of an inch apart keeping between the lines. This test may 
be scored in somewhat simila.r fashion to the preceding example. . 

Example 47. The two foregoing examples are essentially indi
vidual tests. If, however, duplicate sets of materia.! are provided, 
they may be given to small groups simultaneously - the subjects 
solving the problems in order with a given time limit for the whole. 
To give them on a large sca.!e as group tests involves a considerable 
outlay. Efforts have been made accort!lingly to measure somewhat 
the same factors by means of a printed blank that may be admin
istered like the usual group test. One such test involves small pic
tures of a variety of mechanica.! objects. They are presented in· 
groups of five pictures each. The groups are arranged in pairs and 
so constituted that each object in one group belongs with an object 
in the paired group. The objects illustrated in a typica.1 group are 
as follows: 

FIRM' G.oup 

1. screwdriver 
2. bit stalk 
3. tire pump 
4. brace 
6. hammer 

PAJUDGBO'01' 

A. twist drill 
B. anvil 
C. wood screw' 
D.tire 
E. bi' 

1 .•. C .. 
2 .•• E .. 
3 ... D .• 
4 ••••••• 
6. •••••• 
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The objects in the first group are numbered from 1 to 5 and those 
in the paired group are lettered from A to E. The subject must 
identify an object in the second group that goes with each object 
in the first. In the margin are the numbers I, 2, 3, 4, 5. The sub
ject writes after each number the letter for the corresponding ob
ject that belongs with it. In the above illustration after 1 he 
writes C, because the picture of the screwdriver and that of the 
wood Bcrew belong together. After 2 he writes E, because the pic
ture of the bit staJk and of the bit belong together. Another set of 
pictures involves in the first group a valve grinder, spark-plug 
wrench, a throttle, a set of coil points, and a hydrometer. The 
paired group containe an accelerator, a storage battery, a spark 
plug. an engine valve, and a spark coil. Other groups involve such 
things as locks, curtain rods, hinges, telephone construction, gauges, 
and parts of vehicles. 

Example 48. One other type of intelligence test should be illus
trated for the sake of completeness. This is the .. omnibus" test. 
Instead of grouping the various kinds of test items so that a page 
of one type is completed before turning to the next, the different 
types are intermixed. The subject does a very few items of one 
sort, then a very few of another sort, etc. He may even do only 
one item of a given sort at a time, thus shifting very rapidly from 
one kind to another. The test described in Example 41 might be 
put in the omnibus form as follows: 

TllCK is the opposite of: HEAVY: LARGE: TillN: SMALL 

dogs climb meat cat 

'22 24 26 28 29 30 

bird: sings:: dog: FIRE: BARKS: SNOW: FLAG 

If you walk four mil .. an hour for three hours how far will you 
walk? 

RED tree; rosej butter; milk; bottle 

People hear with the - eyes; ears. D080j mouth; hands 

SHY is the same .. BOLD: COY: FRIGHTENED: TIMID: SHINY 

Florida in aotton button groWl 
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12.1664256 

eat: bread:: drink: WATER; mON; LEAD; STONE 

If I had 50 per cent more money tba.n I now haw I would then have 
584. How many doI1azs have I now? 

ABIDING fortitude; faith; hatred; anxiety; attitude 

Chard is a - fish; lizard; vegetable; snake; fruit 

etc. 
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Interpreting intelligence scores. Some intelligence teste, such 
as the army test, yield a score which consists of a certain number of 
points. This can be then standardized in various ways just as 
in the case with special ability teste. The test may be given to a 
large number of subjects and the average score computed so that 
any individual's score can be evaluated by comparison with the 
average. For finer standards the percentile method is often used. 
The individual scores are arranged in order from best to worst. The 
best one of aJl is called the 100 percentile indicating that the sub
ject equals or exceeds in proficiency 100 per cent of the group. Then 
a slightly lower number of points is computed, such that those at
taining that number of points equal or exceed ·99 per cent of the 
group. This score is called the 99 percentile. Similarly, a 50 per
centile individual equals or exceeds half the group. The matter 
may be made clearer by a brief example. (See Table IX.) Sup
pose that one person makes a score of 28 points in an intelligence 
test, another makes a score of 29, 2 subjects score 30, 3 subjects 
score 31, etc., up to the best one, who scores 39. In the third col
umn we see that 2 subjects score 29 or less; 4 subjects score 30 or 
less, 7 subjects score 31 or less, etc. These 1ast-mentioned figures 
may now be converted into per cents of the total number of the 
subjects, namely, 50. These per cents appear in the last column 
and indicate that 2 per cent of the subjects score 28, 4 per cent score 
29 or less. 8 per cent score 30 or less, etc. Putting it another way, a 
subject who scores 29 equals or exceeds 4 per cent of the group in 
intelligence; a subject who scores 30 equals or exceeds 8 per cent in 
intelligence; a subject who scores 31 equals or exceeds 14 per cent in 
intelligence, etc. So, Instead of saying that a subject scores 31 
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points, we may say that his score is the 14 percentile, meaning 
thereby that he equals or exceeds 14 per cent of the group in intelli
gence. This percentile procedure for conversion of test scores is 
widely used. In many instances we are interested in basing 
standards on a particular group of individuals, snch as freshmen in 
college or office workers or unskilled laborers. The percentile 
method is a useful way of expressing the standing of an individual 
relative to the standard group. Furthermore it makes it possible 
to compare an individual's standing in one test with his standing in 
another test. H he is a 75 percentile in one test and a 50 percentile 
in another, he is obviously snperior in the first, although his raw 
scores (because of the number of test items involved) may not 
indicate this difference at all. 

TABLJI IX. ILLUSTRATING THE PERCENTILlI MBTBOD OF ~ 
TEST SCORE.. 

B.A.,.. Sc:o .. NmmB. or SuBncm 
Cvartn.&nn NUIPlD .....,...,...8<:0 .. 

MAJW(O Tar Sco .. 

28 1 1 2 
29 1 2 4 
30 2 4 8 
31 3 7 14 
32 3 10 20 
33 6 16 32 
34 9 25 ro 
35 8 33 66 
36 7 40 80 
37 6 46 92 
38 3 49 98 
39 1 ro 100 

Other kinds of intelligence tests yield not a score in poi~ts, but 
a mental age. This is particularly characteristic of the Binet test 
above mentioned. Certain questions are given for the thret'-year 
level, the four-year level, and so on, and by noting what questions 
a subject answers he is assigned a particular mental age. The usual 
procedure is then to compute his Intelligence Quotiert (I.Q.). 
This is his mental age divided by his chronological age. If. for in
stance, his mental age is 12, and his chrOnological age is 10, his 
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I.Q. is 120; 1 i.e., he is 20 per cent above the average mentally for 
persons of his chronological age. If his mental age is 11 years and 
3 months and his chronological age 12 years and 9 months, his I.Q. 
is about 81 (124 months divided by 153 months); i.e., his intelligence 
is only 81 per cent of what it should be. When dealing with adults 
this procedure obviously cannot be carried through, for as the same 
individual grew older, even if he always answered the same ques
tions, his I.Q. would decrease. The standard procedure here is to 
consider the chronological age 16 for anyone who is older than that. 
A person 50 years old with a mental age of 12 is given an I.Q. of 75; 
i.e., 12 divided by 16. The assumption is that a mental age of 16 is 
typical of the average adult. It may be that intelligence stops in
creasing with age at about the sixteenth year or it may be that it 
reaches that limit sometinte during the teens. The figure 16 has 
sometintes been called in question, but the tendency is to lower 
rather than to raise the age at which intelligence stops increasing. 
Various ages from 13 to 16 have been urged as a basis for the com
putation of the I.Q. of adults. The most common practice at 
present, however. seems to be to use 16. The I.Q. then gives an 
indication of the extent to which the individual's intelligence ex
ceeds or falls short of the average intelligence of persons of his same 
chronological age or (if he is over 16) of other adults. 

SUMMARY 

Mental tests may be classified according to whether they measure 
capacity or proficiency. The former deal with essentially innate 
factors and the latter with acquisitions. The present chapter is 
concerned with illostrating tests of capacity of the sort that consti
tute the employment psychologist's stock in trade. They may be 
further subdivided into tests of special Capacity such as attention or 
memory and general capacity or intelligence. The conventional 
terminology used in dealing with such tests is justified on the basis 
of practical convenience. The main consideration is the extent to 
which the test correlates with the occupational ability which it is 
desired to predict and its name is in the last analysis irrelevant. 

1 The usual practice is to carry the quotient to two decimal placee and then omit 
the decimal point. 
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Brief examples are given of tests for motor control, sensory capa()o 
ity, attention, learning, association, reaction time, space percep
tion, memory, reasoning, decision, ingenuity, and ability to follow 
directions. There are other less tangible factors, such as emotion, 
or temperament, for which measures are needed in the practical 
situation. It is not always a question of what the individual can 
do, but of what he will do. The efforts at developing such tests are 
still in the early stages, but a few illustrations are given. 

Notions as to the nature of intelligence vary, but there is appar
ently some capacity measured by our so-ca1led intelligence tests 
that gives a person a poorer or better chance for survival in the ec()o 
nomic struggle and that makes it possible in certain situations to 
predict occupational efficiency. This genera! capacity may be of 
the abstract type that is ordinarily measured in most tests, it may 
be of the mechanical type or even of the social type. Illustrations 
are given of individual and group tests of the abstract and mechan
ical sort. The scores attained in intelligence tests are usua1ly 
handled by converting them into percentile scores for the group 
under investigation or into terms of intelligenoe quotients. 



CHAPTER V 
MENTAL TEST TECHNIQUE 

THE preceding chapter has given a notion of the types of mental 
tests that are available for a psychologist who is undertaking em
ployment research. As previously mentioned, he needs to know 
the tools that are available and the proper ones to use on various 
occasions. But he requires in addition a skill in using the tools and 
a knowledge of many technical points that must be observed in test 
administration. A perfectly good plane in the hands of a novice 
will not produce a smooth plank and a reliable and well·standard
ized mental test may yield worthless results if not properly ad
miuistered. The present chapter will be devoted to test technique, 
with special emphasis on the methods of administration, the devis
ing of test material, and the scoring of results. Most of the princi
ples brought out will be applicable to tests in genera.!, but where this 
is not the case they will be discussed from the point of view of em
ployment psychology. 

METHOD OF ADMINISTRATION: INDIVIDUAL vs. GROUP TESTS 

There are two methods of giving tests - the individua.! method 
and the .group method. As their names imply, in the former one 
person at a time is tested, while in the latter a number of people take 
the test simultaneously. The individua.! method involves one 
examiner for each subject being tested at a given time. In the 
group method the number of individua.ls tested by one examiner is 
limited only by the number of seats and the acoustics of the place in 
which the tests are conducted. The testing of live hundred persons 
simultaneously is a common occurrence. 

Comparative advantages. F.ach of these methods has its ad
vantages and disadvantages. In the individua.! test the examiner 
is in a position to observe everything the subject does and if any
thing goes wrong he is able immediately to make the proper adjust
ment. In a group of people being tested there are some who, in 
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spite of all precautions taken to make the directions fool-proof and 
to administer the tests without a hitch, get a bad start or do what 
they are not supposed to do. Such a simple thing as turning to 
page 6 after vigorous exhortation by the examiner to "turn to page 
4" will frequently occur in a group. Or some subjects will work 
at such a high pitch of attention that they will fail to see the word 
"stop" printed in bold-face type. Or if the examiner queries, 
"does every one understand what he is supposed to do?" some 
members of the group who do not understand will maintain respect
ful silence. If the examination, however, is given individually, the 
examiner will notice if the subject turns to page 6 instead of 4 and 
will correct the mistake instantly; or if he runs by the word "stop" 
will immediately call his attention to the fact;and if the subject does 
not understand the directions he will be' more inclined to admit it 
when not in the presence of other subjects, and, at any rate, in his 
initial attack upon the test will manifest his lack of understanding. 
The individual test, then, has a greater certainty that the subject 
will do what he is told, that he will get a proper start, and hence 
that the results will be typical of his ability under the prescribed 
conditions; 

A second advantage of the individual test is that it provides more 
ofa "clinical picture" of the subject. In a group test the examiner 
obtains no data except from scoring the test blank. There are 
occasions, however, when it is important to observe how the person 
goes at the test. If he attacks it with zest and apparent effort, his 
results are perhaps of some value, while if he goes at it listlessly and 
with apparent lack of interest, this attitude doubtl • .ss vitiates the 
test score, but may be symptomatic of other things with which the 
examiner is concerned. A psychopathic subject under the pressure 
of the test situation may manifest emotional disturbances which he 
would not show under ordinary circumstances. If a certain portion 
of the test is not marked at all, it is impossible to tell, in the group 
method, whether the subject overlooked it, misunderstood, was un
able to do it, lost interost, became frightened or angry, or had 
his attention distracted by something else. While this "clinical 
picture" is usually more important in examinations given to cases of 
'suspected mental disease or mental defect, it is sometimes impo .... 
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tant in tbeemployment problem. The writer was exsmioiog a man 
who had supposedly recovered from shell shock, with reference to 
employment on a fatiguing job requiring considerable patience and 
involving rather complex maebinery. The man reacted normally 
at the outset, but in the course of the fust test "blew up," cursed 
the tests lustily, and manifested other psychopathic symptoms. 
Obviously, it would have been dangerous for him to undertake the 
work in question and he was given an unskilled job with simple 
implements outdoors. In a group test it is doubtful just what he 
would have done and it is certain that the results on his test blank 
would not have been as illuminating as his remarks. The extrane
ous reactions of the penlOn during the test are then in some instances 
of interest and of practical importance. 

A third advantage of the individual method is that it permits 
greater flexibility in the selection of the tests. There are some tests 
that necessitate material equipment ranging from a picture puzzle 
up to an electrical device worth hundreds of dollars. In a group test 
every person must have the same kind of blank or apparatus, and if 
the latter is expensive it is often unwise to provide a lot of duplicates, 
especially in the early experimental stages of the project. The· 
natural result is a limitation in the tests that are to be tried out if 
the group method is used. In some problems, such as selecting 
cle ical workers, this does not seem to be a very serious drawback, 
but in analyzing some types of vocational ability, such as flying 
an airplane, it is highly desirable to evaluate rather complicated 
mechanical techniques. In general the more tests tried the better 
finaI selection of tests for an occupation it is possible to make. The 
individual method affords this greater'flexibility in selection. 

Over against this array of advantages of the individual test there 
is only one outstanding advantage of the group test - its economy 
of time. This is a tremendous advantage, however, in the practical 
situation. For instance, at Ohio State University in 1919 the army 
test was given to 6000 students in one day by six examiners aided 
by a number of assistants. H the test had been admjnjst.ered 
individually, an eTsmjner working on a reasonable schedule could 
have finished the job in about a year. In the army something like 
100 cTsmjoers tested some 1,726,000 recruits within about a year. 
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It wo,~d have taken one man between 600 and 700 years to do this 
job individually. In the practical situation it is necessary to set the 
aforementioned advantages of the individual test over against the 
saving of time and expense of the group test. 

There is a scheme that is often used, however, to maintain some 
of the time-saving of the group test without sacrificing appreciably 
the advantages of the individual test. This scheme involves the 
use of a small group - perhaps ten or a dozen. A group of this size 
may be seated at tables with space between them or in some other 
fashion so that the examiner by walking around the room can look 
over every one's shomder. He may then give almost as much super
vision and make almost as carefm individual observations as he 
would in the individual test. After he gives the signal to begin 
work, he can walk around rapidly and a glance at each paper will 
tell him whether every one has started correctly and has apparently 
understood the directions. He can also note whether the subjects 
turn to the right page or stop at the proper place, and observe 
numerous other things just as he womd in the individual procedure. 
In all such cases it is possible almost immediately to make the 
'proper adjustments, such as assisting in tbe finding of the place or 
giving supplementary explanation where warranted and if necessary 
allowing extra time to compensate. The examiner can notice, 
moreover, many individual aberrations in attitude, because with the 
small group he can give a certain degree of attention to all of the 
subjects. He will doubtless" spot" anyone who is reacting in un
usual fashion and observe him more closely. In short, the first two 
advantages of the individual test may be obtained in the group test 
provided the group is small! 

The other advantage of the individual test above mentioned, 
namely, the possibility of using more equipment, cannot be ob
tained in the group without considerable outlay. However, a com
bination of the two methods is sometimes possible. Suppose that 
the entire program for each individual involves ten tests that employ 
printed blanks and two that require technical equipment. It can 
sometimes be arranged to give the tests involving blanks to the 
persons simmtaneously and then have those same persons .... turn 
individually for the two tests necessitating apparatus. in testing 
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applicants for a job, it is often possible to give them a portion of the 
test in a group and then let them wait while- each is given his 
individu&! tests. In examini ng employees, where it causes too much 
confusion to have each person leave his work twice to be tested, a 
certain &mount of time C&n be saved by scheduling appointments so 
that there will &iways be two persons taking the group part of the 
test simultaneously. For instance, the first man comes and takes 
his individu&! test. Just as he finishes, according to a careful 
schedule, the second man enters and they take the group part of the 
examination together. The seCond man stays on for his individu&i 
test and then a similar procedure is repeated with the third and 
fourth men. Thus it is possible to save time and expense by divid
ing the tests into those which require apparatus that C&nnot be 
duplicated and hence demand individu&i administration and those 
in which group administration is feasible. 

Comparative difficulty of technique. Mention should be made of 
a further difference in the methods from the standpoint of technique. 
The individu&! method usu&lly necessitates a somewhat more skilled 
or better-trained examiner. The group test is usually somewhat 
more fool-proof and somewhat safer in the hands of the untrained. 
This difference is not theoretically intrinsic to the methods. But in 
the tests that have been devised purticul&rly for individu&! use, such 
as the Binet test, the examiner has to use considerable tact and 
judgment in the course of the examina.tion. In giving direotions 
verbally, much depends on his empha.'lis and he has to guard against 
helping the subject with the answers more than standard procedure 
a.!lows. In reading numbers to be memorized, he has to control the 
time carefully, and there are many ways in which the novice C&n 
vitiate the test results. In the ordinary group intelligence sca.les, 
however, the test is often a.lmost self-administering and about all the 
examiner has to do is to operate a stop-watch and say "begin" and 
"stop" at the proper moment. The direotions are a.!1 printed on 
the bl&nk so that the persona.! equation of the examiner does not 
enter. The greater necessity of having a skilled examiner does not, 
of course, apply to tests actually devised for group procedure, but 
given individu&!ly. 

In embarking on a testing program, then, the decision as to what· 
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tests to use will depend somewhat on the ultimate organization with 
respect to the conduct of examinations. If the methods are to be 
left ultimately in the hands of persons without psychologica.! train
ing (a condition by no means desirahle), it is unwise to introduce any 
individua.! tests of the sort requiring particular technique on the 
part of the examiner: In such a csse it is better to adopt group 
tests or at least tests arranged in as fool-proof form as the usuaJ 
group test. 

Organization for administration of tests. Group and individua.! 
tests require a somewhat different oiganization for their administra
tion. The former necessitates, of course, a room large enough to 
seat comfortably as many as are to be tested. It is desirable to have 
sufficient space between the subjects so that they will not copy from 
one another's papers or else provide the test in two forms of equa.! 
difficulty and distribute a.!ternate forms to the subjects in a.!temate 
seats. In testing a large group it is further necessary to have 
assistants to aid in the prompt distribution and collection of blanks 
in order to insure that the subjects do not begin work before they 
are told nor continue working after the signa.! to stop. The indi
vidua.! test, on the other hand, needs seating facilities for only one 
subject, but requires space for whatever technicaJ equipment is 
used. A room for individual testing often resembles a small 
laboratory. Usually the examiner can handle the individua.! test 
a.!one, a.!though there are instances where an assistant is desirable 
to take readings on the apparatus or to make notes of the sub
ject's responses. 

ADMINISTRATION: METHon OP TEST RESPONSE 

Ora.! Method. The subject may be required to make his response 
by various methods - oral, written, or performance. As their 
names imply, the subject may speak his answer, may write it on the 
paper, or may manipulate the test materia.! in some other way. In 
the earlier types of test the ora.! method had some distinct advan
tages over the written, for it was possible to time the response more 
accurately and abstract from any error due to differences in speed 
of writing. In giving a free association test, for instance, in which 
'the subject is started with a word and then gives associated words 
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as rapidly as they come to him, if he is required to write down these 
words in succession it is probable that they will come to him faster 
than he Can write so that the result will be no real indication of his 
speed of association, but will be rather a measure of his speed of 
writing. In the individual test the actual speed with which the 
person speaks the words can be timed. 

Written method. The written response is obviously necessary 
for the group method. The effect of a group of subjects giving 
simultaneously their individual free associations would be like unto 
a confusion of tongu~. It would be impossible for the examiner to 
record the responses of each individual. Of late years the technique 
of written tests has been modified in one important respect to 
obviate the difficulty mentioned in the preceding paragraph. Most 
group tests now minimize the writing of actual words by the 
subject. He merely has to cross out or underline or use some 
easily written symbol. For instance, the original" oppusites test" 
consisted of a list of words like: 

GOOD •.•••••••• 
IJ1rrIJID •••••••• 

and the suliject wrote on the dotted line the opposite of the word at 
the left. This test has beeD more recently put in the following form: 

GOOD is the opposite of: NICE; FINE; BAD; POOR 
IJ1rrIJID is the opposite of: LARGE; SMALL; BIG; SHORT 

and the subject underlines whichever of the four words in capitals 
correctly finishes the sentence. With the former type of test, 
persons who had equal facility in association might score unequally 
because it would take one of them longer to write "bad" or "big" 
than it would take another. In the present type, however, there is 
very little difference in the time taken by various persons to do the 
underlining.. Consequently the test measures their speed of 
association rather than their facility in motor performance. Where 
the nature of the test lends itself to this kind of arrangement, the 
advantage of the oral over the written method of response disap
pears. There are also test situations. in which, though actual words 
are written, the speed of writing does not introduce a serious error 
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because the time spent in writing is slight compared with the time 
spent in deciding what answer to write. For instance, in a test 
comprising items of this sort: 

AEUEUOAE 
UAUO 

E E U U 0 A'A E U 

in which the problem is to discover the relation of the letter 0 to the 
. rest of the line that is the same in all three lines, the time spent in 
writing down the answer .. after the second. U" is slight compared 
with the time taken to discover that relation. In such cases the 
written form of response is as satisfactory as the oral. Inasmuch 
as the written method is necessary in group tests and these group 
tests are desirable because of their timc-saving, it is fortunate that 
these modifications in the technique of written responses have 
taken place. 

Performance method. In certain kinds of tests it is impossible 
to use either the written or oral type of response. For instance, in 
assembling a picture puzzle the subject cannot tell verbally how to 
do it nor can he write out the method in detail. It is necessary for 
him to do it. Similarly in assembling simple mechanical contriv
ances in tests for ingenuity, or in performing a series of complex 
motions in imitation of the examiner, it is necessary to have 
the subject actually make the motions. In measuring one's re
action time he must press or release a telegraph key when he 
sees a signal. There have been recent efforts to adapt some 
tests of this sort to the written form 80 that they can be given 
by the group method. Tests of the puzzle type sometimes have 
pictures of the loose parts numbered and the subject puts the 
numbers in the proper place on the blank to show where the 
parts belong. If the examiner touehes a series of four points 
repeatedly in a complex order, the subject, instead of imitating him 
directly, may. write the numbers of the points in the order in which 
they were touched. However, there will prohably always be some 
kinds of tests which it will be impossible to adapt to written form 
and there the performance type of response will have to be main
tained. 
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In some instances it has heen possible to use the performance 
method and still administer the test to a group. If the equipment 
is not too elaborate and is of such a character that an adequate 
score can be obtained from the finished product, it is possible to 
provide duplicate equipment and test a group simultaneously. For 
instance, in .. test involving the assembling of small mechanical 
contrivances - spring clothespin, paper clip, mouse trap, etc.
duplicate sets are provided and the subjects work half an hour. The 
p&rtially assembled sets are then collected and can be scored at 
leisure according to .. carefully worked-out system. They must be 
scored, however, and the materials taken apart before another group 
can be tested. 

ADMINISTRATION: TYPES OF TEST RESPONSI!I 

Free response. The subject's response to the oral or written test 
may be either free or constrained. In the former no restriction is 
placed on the response - the subject writes .. "tactful letter" or 
connects the dots on the page with lines in any way he pleases or 
gives any words that are suggested by the stimulus words. This 
type of response is generally difficult to score uuless one is merely 
interested in the time taken to write the letter, to make the marks, 
or to speak the word. Consequently it is seldom used. 

Constrained response. The response is most frequently con
strained and this may be done in several ways. First of all, it may 
be constrained by the wording of the question or item. For instance, 
the subject is given a list of words and required to give the opposite 
of each rather than merely to give any word suggested by the 
stimulus word. Or he answers questions of the sort: "arm is to 
elbow as leg is to what?" 

In the second place, the response may be constrained by the 
location of the answer. This is typified by the "completion" test 
in which words are omitted from a text and the subject supplies the 
missing words, as in the following: "In winter the •••• is on the 
ground and the •••• blows it into big ••••••. " Or the words may 
be given with certain letters missing like: "c.w," "ho..*e," "d.ck," 
and the subject supplies the missing letters. The subject mayor 
may not be informed regarding the number of letters omitted, but 
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the essential point is that his response is determined by the context 
and by the location of the answer. 

The third' way of constraining the response is by having the 
subject select his answer. He is provided with alternative answe'll 
from which he chooses tbe correct one. The number of alternative3 
may obviously be 2, 3, 4, or more. The following illustrations are 
typical: 

Good - Bad ............ same - opposite 
A Zulu has TWO; FOUR; SIX; legs . 
Oyster: shell:: banana: TREE; PEEL; SIDEWALK; FRUIT 

In the first instance the subject has to indicate by underlining 
whether the words are same or opposite; i.e., has to choose betwe,n 
the two possibilities. In the second case he has to decide between 
the three possible numbers of legs for a Zulu. In the last example 
he has to choose one of the luur words that bears the same relation 
to "banana" that "shell" be-ars to "oyster." 

The most important consideration with reference to the number 
of alternatives is the possibility of getting the correct answers by 
guessing. With the two alternatives a person who knows absolutely 
nothing about the items involved and merely guesses at each will 
get approximately half of the items correct, just as in throwing a 
coin a large number of times approximately half of the throws will 
be heads. Hence, uuless some allowance is made, a person may 
attain a respectable score in such a test and apparently posses. 
ability of the sort involved when this is not the case at all. With 
the three a1ternativ~.s the chance of guessing the correct one is some
what smaller - approximately one chance in three. In such a .. 
instance the score attained is more apt to represent the subject's 
actual capacity, although even here there is some possihility that 
accident will play into his hands. With four alternatives the 
probabiljty of making a high score in the test by accident is rather 
small and with five or six alternatives it is so remote that it is 
usually disregarded altogether. Tests with four or five alterna
tive answers for each item are prohably the most widely used to
day. 
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ADMINISTRATION: LIMITATION UPON TEST RESPONSE 

Time limit vs. work limit. Some limitation must obviously be 
placed upon the subject's responses in taking a test. He ca.nnot 
work for an indefinite length of time, nor ca.n he have unlimited 
material with which to work. Consequently, it is necessary to set 
either a time limit or a work limit. In the former the subjects aU 
work for a constant length of time - e.g., four minutes - and are 
goaded in accordance with the amount that they accomplish in that 
four minutes. In the work limit they aJI finish a constant amount 
of test material- e.g., selecting 40 oppOsites - and the number of 
minutes and seconds required to finish the task constitutes the 
d;!Ierentialscore. 

Time limit preferable in a group test. The time limit and work 
limit are equaJly adaptable to statistical treatment of the results. 
The time limit, however, is generally to be preferred fqr a group t<> •• t. 
It is possible to have a number of subjects work simultaneously for 
the same length of time and then subsequently score their individual 
accomplishment. If the members of a group are required to 
complete the same amount of test material, it is difficult to obtain a 
record of the time required by each individual to finish the test. 
This is sometimes attempted by placing a fast clock where it is 
visible to aJI of the subjects and starting them together and then 
having each as soon as he finishes look at the clock and note on his 
blank the exact time. In lieu of a clock the examiner may have a 
series of la.rge cards with the numbers 5, 10, IS, etc., up to 60 for the 
seconds and I, 2, 3, etc., for the minutes and display these on a rack. 
If he carefully follows a watch and changes cards every five seconds, 
the subjects as they finish ca.n note the time that is displayed. This 
work limit procedure, however, implies honesty on the part of the 
subjects. If one wishes to appear to have a better score than he 
reaJly merits, it is merely necessary to write on his blank a time 
earlier than the actual one at which he stops. In testing subjects 
who are willing to cooperate and for whom nothing is at stake, it is 
perhaps safe to let them record their own times. But in the usual 
employment situation where a job may be at stake, it is dangerous 
to trust a person in this way. Unless the test is given individuaJly 
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so that the examiner himseH can measure the time consumed, the 
time limit is to be preferred to the work limit. 

Work limit feasible with a long test. It is not usuaJIy feasible to 
have the subjects bring their papers to the examiner as they finish 
and let him record the time. Most projects involve a group of tests 
each of which requires only a very few minutes. These may be 
given in succession, but the time for each must be recorded sep&
rately. H a test requires only one or two minutes for its completion, 
it is obvious that the time taken in bringing the papers to the desk 
will make a very appreciable increment. Suppose two persons 
finish simultaneously, but one is in the front seat and the other in 
the back of the room, the former may get a score of one minute and 
the latter of one minute and fifteen seconds. This difference of 
twenty-five per cent will be entirely misleading. This sort of 
procedure is justified only when the time taken in actually complet
ing the test is very large relative to the time taken in bringing the 
blank forward and having it recorded so that the latter is negligible. 
If the test itseH takes baH an hour the fraction of a minute involved 
in getting the time record will be insignificant. There is one type 
of test designed specifically in the light of the foregoing facts - the 
.. omnibus test." In this type the different kinds of test items 
alternate throughout rather than appear in separate groups and 
the only score desired is the total time for all the items. With this 
sort of test the above procedure is justifiable and it is possible to 
give the test to persons who drop in at irregular intervals by merely 
marking on the blank the time they begin and the time they return 
the paper. In this way it is unnecesaary to wait for a quorum be
fore beginning to administer the test. 

Determination of proper limits. The amount of material selected 
for a work limit test depends on two things. On the one hand, 
enough material must be used to give a fair sample of the ability in 
question. Half a dozen items may not be typical, while 100 may be 
little better than 75. This all depends on the type of test. On the 
other hand, the amount of material is somewhat determined by the 
approximate length of tlme that can be devoted to the test. It is 
usually undesirable to include so many items that subjects will 
require three hours to finish that particular group of items. By 
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giving a preliminary test to a few indivi~uaIs, it can be ascertained 
how many items can be done per minute by the slowest workers and 
then a proper number selected so that none will need more than the 
available time. 

With the time limit method it is important to determine in 
advance exactly what limit will be most satisfactory for the material 
that is provided. The general principle is that the time limit shall 
be such that the best individual will very nearly but not quite finish 
the entire test. If many of the subjects finish the .test, it is im
possible to differentiate between their ability, for one may have 
barely finished, while another may have had a minute to spare and 
could have done a considerable number of additionaJ items had they 
been available. On the other hand, if the best person finishes only 
half the items there is no need for having the other items on the 
blank at all. The usual practice is to give the test in a preliminary 
way to a number of individuals, note the time taken to complete it 
by the most rapid one, and then select the finaJ time limit slightly 
leSB than this figure. 

ADMINISTRATION: GENERAL PRECAUTIONS 

Stsndard conditions. There are a few precautions of a general 
nature to be obeerved in giving tests. The examiner has to adapt 
himself to the conditions available with reference to many details 
such as the arrangement of materials and equipment, reception of 
persons to be tested, etc. One fundamentaJ point, however, must 
be obeerved. All the subjects must take the tests under standard 
conditions. A chemical reaction does not depend appreciably on 
ventilation, room temperature, time of day, external noises, or 
nervousness of the elements involved. In a psychologicallaboratoi-y 
or test room it is altogether different. If Bome subjects take tests 
when surroundings are quiet and others take the same tests when a 
freight train is being made up outside the window, the latter are at 
a disadvantage and the results are not comparable. The same is 
true if one group takes the tests at the end of the day when fatigued 
and another group takes them in the morning when fresh. Like
wise if one test room is well lighted and another has illumination of 
insufficient intensity or has distracting glare, results under the two 
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conditions eannot be compared. H lIOIIle subjedB use pencils that 
are too bard and sharp and stick into the paper causing delay, there 
is a source of error introdueed. Psychological experiments re¥cai 
the extent to which rather slight changes in environmeotal c0n

ditions influence mental eflicieney. Some persons may be able to 
abstract from or ignore such things, but the natural tend"ney is to 
be affected by them. Inasmuch as in a mental test we are attempt
ing to measure one thing at a time, it is desirable to exclude these 
variables ~ may influence the results. ConsequenUy, it is of im
portance to keep the test conditions standanl and constant as far 
as poE<lible. 

Proper attitude. Another general precaution that it is weD to 
observe deals with the attitude of the examioor and the subjects. 
It is quite poE<lible for the former to inspire an antagonistic or an 
alarmed attitude on the part of the latter. A subject who is 11'Sen~ 
ful will probably not do his best and 000 who is frightened is liable 
to be somewhat distracted by the emotion. ConsequenUy the 
examiner should at the outset establish "rappon." This term was 
used originally in hypnotic technique, but has been apUy applied to 
mental test procedure. H A is bypnotiJed by B, be will accept 
suggestions from B and carry them out, whereas if C teIls him to do 
something the suggestion will not be effective. This is explained by 
the fact that A and B are "en rapport" and A is more inclined to 
coOperate with B than with C. Similarly in giving mental tests the 
examiner should get the subject into this attitude of coOperation or, 
in everyday parlance, get the subject "with him." Under these 
conditions the subject will do what he is told, will do his best, and 
will try to conform to the wishes of the examiner. The establish
ment of "rapport"calIs for tact on the part of the examiner, SOIIIe

times an explanation of the purpose of the test project (depending 
on the intelligence of the subjects) and a general atmosphere of 
cordiality. It is often weD to preeede the tests with a few moments 
of general conversation or with remarks leading up to the matter in 
hand, gaining the confidence and good will of the subjects and allay
ing suspicions or fears. Often a "shock absorber" is used for the 
last of these contingencies. This is a brief test which preeedes the 
others and is not scored at all, but mereI,y serves to get the subjects 
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accustomed to the test situation. The examiner must adapt him
self to circumstances, but whatever they may be should strive to 
get" rapport" with the subjects and have the whole atmosphere of 
the examination one of willing cooperation. 

There is another point to be observed particularly by the in
experienced examiner. He should himself be thoroughly familiar 
with the test procedure before administering the tests .. If he makes 
mistakes or has to change his directions after gi ving them, it is em
barrassing, the subjects lose confidence and it is liable actually to 
vitiate the results. He should rehearse his part if necessary so tIiat 
there will be no "hitch" in the proceedings. 

TEST MATERIAL 

Difficulty of material. In devising material to be used in a par
ticular mental test, one thing that must be considered is the difficulty 
of the test items. Most tests comprise a considerable number of 
separate items of the same general sort; e.g., 30 examples of oppo
sites. These should not be made up and used at random, but rather 
the difficulty of each separate item should be determined. This is 
usually done by experimenting individually with a number of sub
jects and measuring the time taken to do each single item. If the 
results for the various subjects show fair agreement with one an
other, the average time for an item may be taken as an index of the 
difficulty of that item. . 

Assuming that the difficulty of the various items is known, there 
are two different trends in test construction - to arrange the test 
so that all of the items will be of approximately equal difficulty 
(speed test) or to have them increasing rather uniformly in difficulty 
(power test). In the first of these the interest is in the amount of 
performance per unit time, while in the second it is in the ultimate 
difficulty of perfonnance that can be attained. The speed test may 
be typified by a page of random numbers in which all pairs of 
adjacent numbers whose sum is 10 are to be cancelled. All such 
pairs will be of approximately equal difficulty and the number 
cancelled per minute or per some other constant time interval will 
be the individual score. Consequently, if one person scores 100 and 
another 125, it may be stated that the latter is 25 per cent superior 
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in this sort of performance. Almost any·sort of test may be given in 
this speed form, provided enough items of equal difficulty can be 
devised. It is most frequently used in situations wbere one is 
interested in tbe subject's alertness or ability to think or act quickly. 
It intentionally and avowedly puts a premium on speed. 

The power test may be typified by a number completion test in 
which a series of numbers are given and the subject is required to 
complete the series. The items may start with relatively easy ones 
like: 

123 4 5 6 7 

and lead up through gradually increasing degrees of difficulty to 
items such as: 

24839274 

. Power tests are usually given with a time or work limit, but the 
temporal aspect is not regarded with as much concern as in the speed 
test. If a time limit is set it is usually such that the subject will get 
ahout as far along in the items of increasing difficulty as he would if 
he had unlimited time. While he might do a few more items if 
he had opportunity to take the blank home overnight (subjects 
occasionally IDRke this request), he would not do very many more 
and the number of items he passes under the test conditions is a 
pretty fair indication of his proficiency in this particular sort of task. 
The power test is most often used in situations in which interest is 
not in a person's intellectual alRCrity, but rather in his ultimate 
possibilities of intellectual attainment. 

There is a popular misconception that should be cleared up in this 
connection, namely, thRt the speed test is not a "fair test." The 
subject states that if more time hRd been allowed he would have 
been able to do better, and thRt he has known persons who would be 
very slow in thinking out items of this sort, but who were neverthe
less economieally and socially successful. Of course the subject 
might do more with unlimited time - and so would his competitors. 
But the purpose of the speed test is not to find out how much he can 
do at leisure, but how much he can do per unit time. As mentioned 
previousIy the test:; are so constructed that very few persons will 
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finish, in order that the scores may scatter over a considerable range. 
To be sure, our best work in daily life is not done to the time of a 
stop-watch, but it is true in general that the brighter minds work 
not only better but more rapidly. After all, the "fairness" of a 
test depends on whether it may validly be used in predicting some 
correlated capacity. If scores in power tests are 'more closely cor-' 
related with proficiency in clerical work than are scores in speed 
tests, the former will be fairer to use in selecting"clerical workers and 
llice versa. As a matter of fact, statistics show that the abolition 
of time limits would be in many cases disastrous, for there are 
d~te tendencies for those who are proficient in tests which em
phasize speed to make better messenger boys, clerical workers, 
salesmen, engineers, and to rise in general to occupations on the 
business or professional level rather than on the level of unskilled or 
semi..ooned labor. Where tests devised for a practical purpose, 
such as predicting engineering aptitude, were given with and with-

. out time limits, their diagnostic value was greater in the former 
case. (606, 875.) 

Amlngement of test material. The usnal procedure in assem
bling tests is, as implied above, to group together items of a given 
sort. A project such as an intelligence test may comprise several 
different kinds of items which it is desirable, however, to evaluate 
separately. This is obviously facilitated by grouping them so that, 
for instance, the "attention test!' and the "memory test" are 
entirely separate. Each group of items is generally preceded by the 
directions or instructions for dealing with those items. UsuaIly the 
blank is so arranged that one set of items occupies a page and with 
its directions forms more or less of a unit. In the Army Alpha in
telligence test, for instance, the first page comprises 12 items for 
which verbal directions are given and is labeled test 1; on the next 
page is test 2 comprising 20 simple arithmetical problems with 
directions printed at the top of the page; the next page constitutes 
test 3 on practical judgment comprising 16 questions with three 
alternative answers to each - the subject to check the best answer 
as explained in directions at the top; in test 4 are 40 pairs of words 
which the subject checkS to indicate whether they are synonyms or 
opposites; and the remaining 4 tests are presented in simiIar fashiOD. 
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Each page lists test items of a separate kind with directions at the 
top of the page. This is typie&l of most se&les or groups of tests 
used in experimenta.! work - separate administration of different 
kinds of test items. 

Omnibus tests, however, depart from the foregoing arraogement 
. - and are de&gned to facilitate test administration. Instead of 
arraoging all of the items of a given sort so that they occur to
gether in a single test to be followed by all of the items of another 
kind grouped together, each test with its time limit of a few min
utes, the items of the different types are intermixed in one way or 
another with a single time limit or even a work limit for the whole. 
For instance the army test (just mentioned) or parts of it have been 
recast into various omnibus tests. A typie&l one starts with three 
arithmetic problems followed by three practical judgment items 
followed by three disarra'1ged sentences and so on, returning then to 
three more arithmetic items, three more praotical judgment items, 
etc. Whereas in the original army form the subjects were allowed 5 
minutes for the arithmetic test, H minutes for the practica.l judg
ment test, Ii minutes for the opposites test, etc., in the omnibus 
form above mentioned they are allowed 30 minutes for the enti-e 
scale. The choice of three successive items of a given sort is arbi
trary,' It might have been only one or it might have been 10. In 
some instances the experimenter is interested in providing very 
quick shifts of attention from one sort of thing to another in 
order incidentally to measure this factor as well as the general 
ability manifested in the test itself. Sometimes he is more c0n

cerned with getting the subject well started on one sort of item 
before the shift occurs in order to note his ability to change his 
"set" after it is well established. The items may even be given 
in a random order. In the omnibus test the directions or expla
nation for all the kinds of items involved must necessarily precede 
the test proper. 

The omnibus test, like that with the items grouped, may use 
items either of equa.! dillicnlty or of increasing diflicnlty. When all 
the items of.a given sort are approximately equa.! in dilliculty, the 
test is called a "cycle omnibus" test. When the items of each sort 
increase in dilliculty throughout the test - i.e., each item is more 
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difficult than the preceding item of that sort - the test is called a 
U spiral omnibus" test. 

Alternative material In making up test material it is well to 
devise additional items at the outset in order to provide alternative 
test blanks. If the original blank is in use for a considerable time, 
it is quite possible that a copy will get outside so that some persons 
will have access to it before taking the tests. Moreover, those who 
are examined will remember some of the items and discuss them 
with friends. Every one engaged in a test project of any magnitude 
feels occasionally that some of the persons who come in to be tested 
are not as naif as should be expected. A subject not infrequently 
beams with pleasure when recognizing items that are familiar and 
on which he has been "primed." When this situation arises, it is 
desirable to have another test blank involving different items, but 
of the same difficulty as the first. Other persons can then take the 
tests without profiting by any previous information they may have 
received, yet their results will be directly comparable with those of 
the persons who have been tested previously. Perhaps the best 
way to arrange these two blanks or "forms" is to provide about 
twice as many items as are necessary for one form, when devising 
and determining the difficulty of the original items. Then if the 
figures representing difficulty are available for all items, it is com
paratively simple to select two groups of items with the same total 
difficulty. These two forms of the test are likewise of value in 
cases where it is necessary to test large groups of individuals 
crowded together so that there is danger of their copying one an
other's papers. The blanks may be distributed in such a way that 
subjeets in adjacent seats have different forms. In fact most of the 
larger test projeets issue a given test or scale in two or more 
alternative forms to provide for the contingencies above indicated. 

Sensitivity. The test material should be Selected with a view to 
sensitivity. A sensitive test is one that gives a considerable range 
of test scores with the group studied or that reveals marked indi
vidual differences in performance. If every one taking the test 
scores either 29 or 30 points, it is not considered a sensitive test, 
whereas if some individuals score as low as 10 points and some as 
high as 80, the test differentiates clearly between the various 
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subjects. In securing this sensitivity there are two things to c0n

sider. In the first place, the test should have a lot of items or incre
ments. Suppose a test involves only 3 items, it will be p<JS\!ible for 
the subjects to score 0, 1, 2, or 3 points. The best that can be done 
is to divide the subjects into four degrees of ability. In the second 
place, the items should be selected so as to be differentis.! with the 
group studied. It is possible to have the items a\I so easy that 
every one can do them as rapidly as he can write or make the ap
propriate marks. H, for instance, a group of eoIIege students are 
given a test of the order of 2 X 3 or 3 + 5, they can do the problems 
as rapidly as they can write the answers, and it is probable that they 
will a\I make approximately the same score and hence the test will 
not be sensitive. On the other hand, a group of persons of low in
telligence may be given questions that are so difficult that none of 
them will be able to do more than one or two. H, however, the 
difficulty of the questions is neither too little nor too great for the 
individuals being examined and if there is a sufficient number of 
questions, the test will be sensitive and revea.l the desired individual 
differences. 

TEST lNSTBUcnONB 

Standard instructions. The instructions given the subjects are 
almost as important as the test materis\ because they must insure 
that the subject will do what the examiner actua\ly wants him to do. 
Perhaps the most important point about instructions is that they 
must be kept standard or constant. H one person is told to do one 
thing and another person told to do something else, obviously their 
test results are not comparable. H one blank says, "Work as fast 
as you can," and another says, "Make no mistskes," quite different 
attitudes will be evoked and an altogether different emphasis on 
speed or accuracy given to the subjects. The second blank may 
show greater accuracy than the first, not because the individual 
using it is natura\ly more accurate, but because he is told to be more 
accurate. H one subject is instructed to complete every item be
fore passing to the next and if another subject is told to skip any 
items which he cannot solve in a few seconds, the first may spend 
hsIf the test period on some single item which he linds difficult, 
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while the other may make a much higher score simply because he 
selects the items which he can solve easily. The emphasis on 
factors like these must be determined by considering whether the 
examiner is more concerned with speed or with accuracy in the 
particular problem for which the test is to be used. But the 
essentia.! point is that once the instructions have been determined 
upon, they must remain constant for every one who takes the tests. 
Sometimes, of course, supplementary explanation is given if the 
subject does not understand the origina.! instructions. It is well to 
have this standard likewise so that no subject will be given any un
fair advantage due to some implication in the wording. As a matter 
of fact, ideal instructions will need no supplementing, at least with 
adults of norma.! intelligence. 

Clarity of instructions. Another requisite of the instructioliS is 
their clarity. If they are ambiguous or incomplete so that the sub
ject does not understand exactly what is wanted, they fail of their 
purpose. It is not safe for the examiner to compose the instruc
tions and employ them at once. It is highly desirable to try them . 
out on a few persons, preferably of the type with whom the tests 
are to be used. Instructions that Beem absolutely fool-proof to the 
one who writes them will frequently have Bome poUit which can be 
misinterpreted or some contingency that is not covered. If the 
subject is told, for instance, to "mark the correct word in each 
line," he may underline it as the examiner intended or may waste 
his time making elaborate rectangles about the words. He may 
work up and down the page, although it was assumed that he would 
do the obvious thing and work across. If he is told to cancel the 
vowels he may be in doubt as to whether w and y are respectable 
vowels. Any number of minor points of this sort will come out in 
using test instructions. Hence it is well to give them to a small 
experimentaJ group and note any questions that are asked and any 
uncalled-for performance that results. The instructions can then 
be modified accordingly before putting them into practica.! use. 

In insuring the clarity of the instructions it is necessary to con
sider the genera.! menta.! level Of the persons who are to read or hear 
them. The vocabulary for persons of low intellectua.! status must 
necessarily be simpler than that for persons higher in the scale. 
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Statistical studies reveal a greater incidence of polysyllables and 
long sentences in "high-brow" magazines than in those of the 
"garden" variety. Persons of lower status are likewise apt to 
require more detailed explanation. For instance, a group of col
lege students, if given a page of numbers in random order and told 
to "cross out every pair of adjacent numbers whose sum is 10," will 
probably be able to do it, while a group of unskilled laborers will be
come pare.!yzed or profane. It will be necessary to tell the latter: 
"Wherever you see two numbers side by side that would give 10 if 
you added them together, draw a line through those two numbers. 
Remember that they must add up to 10 and that they must be side 
by side with no othEl/" number between." A safe rule in devising 
instructions is to consider the lowest person who is apt to take the 
test and step them down to his level. The others will perhaps be 
bored, but this will not vitiate their results, and it is better to play 
safe and to insure that even the poorest one in the group under
stands what he is to do. 

Form of instructions. The actual form of the instructions natu
rally varies with the test involved. However, most instructions 
embody three parts - exp1anation, illustration, and practice. Some 
test materie.! is usue.1ly presented to the subject while explan&
tion is lnade as to what is to be done. Then this materie.! is marked 
by the examiner by way of illustration or else these or additione.! 
examples e.lrea.dy marked are presented for study. Finally, further 
unmarked items are given for practice before beginning the test 
proper. While the subject may think that he understands the test 
from looking at the illustrations, he may find it a different matter 
when he comes to work out practice items himself. If he ac
complishes th~ latter,.it is then certain that he understands what 
he is to do in the actue.! test. The following excerpts from the 
directions preceding a group omnibus intelligence test illustrate 
these three stages of explanation, illustration, and practice. 

Inside this booklet you will find a lot of tbiogs to do. Samples of the 
different tbiogs to be done are given below, along with a few examples on 
which you can practice. You will be given plenty of time to study the 
directions and do the practice examples. These do not count as part of 
the test but are merely to make sure that you learn to do each kind of 
problem correctly. 
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1. GOOD is the opposite of: EXCELLENT: CHEERFUL: BAD: 
WRONG: TRUE. 

2. LITTLE is the same as: SMALL: COARSE: PRODIGIOUS: FEEBLE: 
IMMENSE. 

Underline one of the last five words in each line that makes the best 
sentence. If more than one answer seems correct underline the one that 
is the most nearly the same or opposite according to specifications. Mark 
only one in each line like this: 

1. GOOD is the opposite of: EXCELLENT: CHEERFUL: BAD: 
WRONG: TRUE. 

2. LITTLE is the same as: SMALL: COARSE: PRODIGIOUS: FEEBLE; 
IMMENSE. 

Do the following problems for practice: 

1. THICK is the opposite of: HEAVY: LARGE: THIN: SMALL: 
NARROW. 

2. SHY is the same as: BOLD: COY: FRIGHTENED: TIMID: SHINY. 
3. CARELESS is the opposite of: NEGLIGENT: UNEASY: ANXIOUS: 

UNCONCERNED: CAREFUL. 

. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

1. a eats wood cow grass 
2. binIs swim feathers have all 

The words "a eats wood cow grass" in that order do not make a sentence 
but they would make a sentence if put in the right order, only there would 
be one word left over. The sentence would be "a cow eats grass" with 
the word "wood" left over. The thing to do is to cross out this extra 
word "wood," like this: 

1. a eats.....oo, cow grass 

The words "birds swim feathers have all" would make a sentence if put 
in the right order, "all binIs have feathers" with the word "swim" left 
over. The thing to do is cross out" swim" like this: 

2. birds""';'" feathers have all 

Do the following problems for practice: 

1. dogs climb meat eat 
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2. Florida in cotton button growa 
3. ocean house in live fish the 

1. 2 4 
2. 32 20 

6 
16 

7 8 
8 4 

10 
2 

Each number is derived in a certain way from the number.. coming be
fore it. Study out what this way is. You will find in each problem one 
extra number that does not belong there. Cross it out like this: 

1. 2 4 6 ---T- 8 10 
2. 32 .--29- 16 8 4 2 

Do the following problems for practice: 

1. 22 24 26 28 29 30 
2. 13 12 11 10 9 7 
3. 1 2 4 16 64 256 

1. sky: blue:: grast!: TABLE; GREEN; WARM; BIG. 
2. Locomotive: train:: horse: BICYCLE; HUB: BUGGY: BAGGAGE. 

The first word "sky" is related to the second word "blue" in the same 
way as the third word "graal" is related to one of the words following it. 
You are to underline the word that is related to the third word as the fim 
two words are related to each other. In this example "sky" is related to 
"blue" as IIgrass" is related to Ugreen" because the sky is colored blue 
and the grass is colored green. Therefore" green" should be underlined 
like this: 

1. sky: blue:: grass: TABLE: GREEN: WARM; BIG. 

In the second example, "locomotive" is related to "train" as "horse" 
is to "buggy," for a locomotive pulls a train and a horse pulls a buggy. 
Therefore "buggy" should be underlined like this: 

2. locomotive: train:: horse: BICYCLE: HUB: BUGGY; BAGGAGE. 

Do the following problems for practice: 

1. bird: sings:: dog: FIRE; BARKS: SNOW: FLAG. 
2. eat: bread:: drink: WATER: IRON; LEAD; STONE. 
3. arm: elbow:: leg: FOOT; KNEE; SHOE: KICK. 
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In some cases, of course, the test is so simple that elaborate 
instruction is unnecessary - for instaoce, "Solve the following 
arithmetical examples, " or, "cross out every letter A on the page." 
Sometimes the practice examples are omitted, but this is un
fortunate and particularly so in tests of a motor character. If the 
subject is actually manipulating apparatus there is bound to be a 
very appreciable effect of practice in the way he holds his bands or 
the implements, and it is always wise to let him acquire this initial 
adaptation to the test conditions before taking his final record. 
With the more intellectual types of test this may not be quite as 
serious, but it is safer nevertheless to give initial practice. Theo
retically the function should be practiced until further experience 
makes no improvement and then the record should be taken. This 
is usually impracticable and the eXaminer has to set the limit 
arbitrarily, governing himself by the time avaiIable, by the ap
parent difficulty of the task, and, if feasible, by the rapidity of 
progress revealed by a few subjects who take the test repeatedly. 

Printed vs. oral instructions. Instructions may be oral or 
printed. Where the subjects are working with test blanks, it is 
current practice to print the directions on the blank. This has the 
advantage of eliminating the persoual equation of the eXaminer. 
The subjects eXamined at various times get exactly the same word
ing with no difference in the verbal emphasis. With the verbal 
instructions one eXaminer may S&y, "Work as fast as you can with
out mistakes," while another may say, "Work as fast as you can 
1DiIJwuI, mistakes," and thus evoke quite different attitudes on the 
part of the subjects. In some cases, of course, printed directions 
are undesirable. Some subjects cannot read, but can take perform
ance tests and must obviously have the instructions given verbally. 
Sometimes there is a limitation on printing or mimeographing 
service so that it is necessary to economize by omitting the printed 
directions. Sometimes the verbal method is used so as to prevent 
the subject from working ahead in the blank prior to the signal, al
though this difficulty can usually be avoided by arranging the blank 
so that when working on one page the adjacent page is upside down. 
If the oral instructions are to be used, elIort should be made to keep 
them as constant as the written ones. Most eXaminers have the 
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instructions written and actually read them from their copy or have 
them memorized and give them verbatim. 

INCENTIVE 

Maximum incentive. Incentive is a factor that must be con
trolled. This may often be done through the test instructions and 
hence it is discussed in the present connection. If incentive is not 
controlled, it simply introduces another unnecessary variable and 
this is contrary to scientific method. If a chemist is studying the 
relation between the pressure and the volume of a gas, he does not 
let the temperature vary at random, but keeps it constant so as to 
determine the relation between the other two variables. Similarly, 
a psychologist studying the relation between intelligence and vo
cational aptitude tries to stick to those two variables and keep 
other things constant. So if two persons take the same test and 
one does the best he can and the other does not try, we have im
mediately introduced another variable. Their scores may be alto
gether different, although they have, perhaps, the same actual 
ability. Incentive, therefore, should be a constant rather than a 
variable and the only practical way of keeping it constant is to keep 
it at a maximum. Under these latter conditions we can say that 
one subject makes a certain number of points when he is doing the 
best he can and that he is superior to another who is likewise doing 
his utmost. 

Securing incentive. It is often possible to obtain this incentive 
by emphasizing in the instructions the importance of doing well. 
The exact statements used in introductory explanation of the 
purpose of the tests will vary with the circumstanc-es, but the final 
statement that "It is important for every one to do his best" is 
usually quite effective. In testing applicants for a job, incentive, of 
course, will take care of itself, because naturally they rea1ize that 
their score may have something to do with their being hired. In 
testing employees for research purposes the problem is more diffi
cult. It may be that there is a possibility that the tests will be used 
for promotion or readjustment of some sort and that it is desirable 
to let the subjects know this fact. Sometimes there may be an 
appeal to their pride, to the effect that "We are standardizing these 
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tests and we want to find what people who are already on this job 
and making good can actually do in the tests." With more intelli
gent subjects it is sometimes wise to explain the actual research 
problem and to enlist their cooperation in a scientific experiment. 
Occasionally competition may be used as a motive, such as the 
statement that so-and-so" cleaned up on this test, now see what you 
can do." In a small group, if after one test the subjects compare 
notes, such as "how far did you get," and this can be permitted 
without danger that anyone will work overtime, it may serve as an 
additional motive for the following tests. Competition with one's 
self is also effective at times. If a test comprises several parts, the 
subject may be urged in the second part to see if he can beat his 
record in the first. In individual tests favorable comment on 
results of a test will often motivate the subsequent tests. The 
particular sort of incentive that will prove most effective will de
pend on the type of subjects, the test situation, and the nature of 
the test. The examiner must adapt himself to these and strive for 
some effective means of keeping incentive at a maximum. Some 
final statement in the test instructions to the effect that it is im
portant to do one'8 best is usually desirable. 

SCORING OF TESTS 

Unequivocal scoring. In devising tests consideration should be 
given to the possibility of unequivocal and aimple scoring of the 
results. The first of these is in the interest of reliability and the 
second in the interest of time-saving. The unequivocal character 
is necessary in order to insure that when the tests are scored or 
administered by various individuals comparable results will be 
obtained. If it is necessary, for instance, to determine whether the 
answers to certain test items are good, average, or poor, different 
examiners will doubtless differ in their judgment. The personal 
element will enter and different persons scoring the same test blank 
will obtain a different total. If, however, the items have each a 
single correct answer, all examiners will obtain exactly the same 
.8core for a given subject. Hence it is desirable, whenever possible, 
to have the items of the single-answer type whether this answer is 
given verbally, written on the blank, or selected from a list of a1ter-
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native IIIlSWeI'S. Situations may a.rise, however, in which the an
swer must be somewhat equivocal. Even here, it is po&'lible to de
vise a scheme for making greater uniformity in the results obtsined 
by different examiners or soorers. Suppose it is desired to give an 
opposites test providing the subjects with a list of words and letting 
them write after each one its opposite. 'The subjects may make a 
considerable variety of responses to a given word, and it is then 
necesary to determine which responses deserve en!dit. This is 
sometimes done by standardising the items with a large number of 
subjects and considering the most frequent responses to a given 
item as correct. In an actual instance, as the opposite to the word 
"happy" 29 subjects gave "unha.ppy";43 gave "sad"; 6 "sorrow
ful"; 4: "miserable"; 1 "unfortunate"; 1 "disconsolaten ; 2 
"SO!'IY"; 1 "disoontented," etc. On the basis of these results it 
was decided to give full en!dit for "unhappy" and for "sad"; to 
give half credit for "sorrowful" and for "miserable"; and to give 
no credit for other words in the subsequent use of this item. In 
similar fashion standards were obtained for all of the other words 
used in the test. Then it was po&'lible for different persons to use 
the key-list of full and half credits for each word and thus to get 
identical results when scoring the same test bIa.nk. 

There are other test situations in which the qualitative chanIcter 
of the scoring is still more in evidence- If the subject copies a 
geometrical figure or writes something to exhibit his own hand
writing, recourse is had to some form of rating scale. This consists 
of a series of specimens of the geometrical figure in question or of 
handwriting, ranging from very poor quality to very goocL These 
specimens have been standardiJed and each assigned an appropri
ate number of points- In grading the test, then, the storer com
pares each item in question with the specimens in the scale, deter
mining which of the latter the former most resembles and assigning 
it the corresponding number of points. With a little practice in the 
use of such scales fairly reliable results can be obtained.. All of the 
arguments, however, are in favor of the entirely objective and une
quivocal type of score wherever the test can be adapted to this fol'lD-

Ease of scoring. The ease of the scoring from the standpoint of 
clerical work is especially important in written tests. In the oral 
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test the examiner usually notes the scores on the items during the 
progress of the examination,but in tests given to large groups the 
clerical work of subsequently scoring the blanks mounts up tre
mendously unless effort is made to simplify the process. One fact 
that makes for great simplification is that in the printed blank it is 
possible to have the answers in the same location on each blank. If 
the answers are to be written, dotted lines or brackets may he 
provided, thus insuring the location of the answer. If the response 
consists of crossing out or underlining something, its location is al
ready determined. In the former case, if the answers can be ar
ranged in a column down one margin, a card containing the correct 
answers likewise in column may he aligned alongside and the 1Iwo 
columns easily compared. If the answers are simple symbols such 
as x and 0, it is often easier to memorize the sequence. This may be 
facilitated by arranging the items in such a way that the correct 
symbols occur in rhythmical sequence, such as "xooxooxoo," so 
that the subject will not discover the rhythm, but in an order simple 
enough to enable the scorer to memorize the correct order easily. 
Even with answers which consist of a list o~ words or numbers or 
letters, it is often rather simple to memorize them and this frequently 
takes place incidentally after the key has for a time been used in 
correcting the b1anks. In case the test response consists of checking 
words or symbols at particular places on the blank, the correcting' 
can be greatly facilitated by the use of a stencil. A sheet of trans-" 
parent material such as celluloid is placed over a blank in order to 
mark on this stencil with india ink the correct places. The stencil 
can then be aligned over a blank that is being corrected and it is 
easy to note whether the marks on the blank correspond to those 
on the stencil. 

There are various other minor points which facilitate somewhat 
the scoring' or statistical treatment of tests. It may be desirable to 
have the lines numbered, provided there is one test item to a line. 
If there are several to a line, the cumulative total from the beginning 
of the test to the end of the line in question may be indicated at the 
end of each line. This will save a few seconds in determining how 
many items have been attempted after the correct or incorrect 
ones have been checked. Sometimes it is well to print at the end of 
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each line the number of items that should have been marked in that 
line. In case it is undesirable for the subject to know this key, it 
may be concealed. For instance, if the test consists of numbers or 
letters that are being cancelled, the last number in the line may 
actually be the key that tells how many should have been marked or 
the last letter may rel?resent the correct number in code. It some
times facilitates matters to have the location of the answers stag
gered in two columns so that the odd-numbered answers are in one 
column and the even in another. This is of value where it is desired 
to total the two separately in order to check the reliability of the 
test by correlating one half of the test with the other (cf. p. 137). 
Various other devices in typography or arrangement will often 
occur to the person deVising some specific test. 

Scoring speed and accuracy. After a test has been corrected one 
of the most serious problems is to determine what shall constitute the 
final score. The subject may omit some items; he may get others 
wrong. The omissions are not usually considered as serious a 
problem as the errors. Unless specific instructions have been given 
to omit no item and unless the subject has very patently skipped 
around and tried to pick the easiest ones, an occasional omission is 
overlooked and emphasis placed on those actually attempted. In 
cases where the test consists of finding certain things (as in cancel-

t ling A's on a page) the omissions may be counted as errors or else an 
: arbitrary formula devised to weight them. This problem, how
ever, arises in only a limited number of tests, whereas the problem 
of speed and accuracy is present in a majority of mental tests. 
There are three ways in which the problem of speed and accuracy 
score may be handled. In the first place, errors may be neglected 
and speed alone or number of items correct constitute the sole score. 
This is reasonably satisfactory when the errors are relatively few. 
In many kinds of tests the subjects will make comparlLtively few 
mistakes, if properly instructed, perhaps not over. five per cent. 
If this is true of all the subjects, it is reasonably safe to neglect the 
errors. 

In the second place, it is sometimes feasible to score only the 
accuracy or quality of the responses and to neglect the speed. This 
is to some extent true of the "power" tests (supra) in which a ' 
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rather liberal time is given for the test or in which every one finishes 
the test and little account is taken of the time consumed. The 
answers are scored then entirely on the basis of their quality or 
accuracy. 

In the third place, speed and accuracy may be combined into a 
single score. This may be done either arbitra.riJy or etatistically. 
Perhaps the most usual practice is to penalise the subject a certain 
amount for each error and subtract the total penalty from the total 
number of correct items. The examiner simply uses his judgment 
in determining the penalty, deciding whether in the particular 
situation for which the test is to be used mistakes are very serious, 
and if they are, making the penalty severe. In such eases it is wise 
to score a considerable number of blanks, using various degrees of 
penalty and study the results carefully to see the relative standing 
of the subjects with the different penalties. 

In some types of test the weighting of these factors is more 
obvious. In the type in which the subject chooses between two 
alternstives, as has been already suggested, there is an approxi
mately even chance of getting the correct answer by guessing just 
as in tossing a coin there is an even chance of getting "heads." If· 
there are 100 items and a subject knows absolutely nothing about 
them but simply marks them at random, he will get approximately 
50 correct, while a subject who tries to work them out but goes 
slowly and painstakingly may not do more than 30, but get these 30 
correct. The score of "number correct" will then be entirely mis
leading, for the first man ought to score zero. This situation is 
usually met by scoring the number right minus the number wrong. 
The argument is that the man who guesses on all of the items, and 
has 50 right and 50 wrong, will score 50 minus 50 or 0, while the man 
who does 30 correctly and makes no mistakes will receive 30 minus 0 
or 30. This seems fair. Or suppose the second man actually knows 
30 items, but does not know the other 70 and guesses on them in 
addition to doing the 30 that he does know. He will then get about 
65 correct - the 30 he knows plus 35 or half of those at which he 
guesses. He will likewise have 35 wrong - half of those at which 
he guesses. His score will be 65 minus 35 or 30, which is what he 
deserves for the 30 items he actually knows. Although this method 

.. 
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of scoring the two-altemative test is widely used, it has certain 
shortcomings. In the statement that if items are marked at ran
dom there will be aproximately 50 per cent correct, the emphasis is 
on the "approximately." Many of us have encountered a situation 
where the pennies within a limited time simply did not match ac
cording to theoretical expectation. The laws of probability merely 
insure that if a large number of people guess at the items the people 
who get half correct will numerically exceed those who get any other 
number correct, but this former group is by no means the majority. 
It is quite simiIar to tossing coins. Suppose ten coins are tossed a 
large number of times. Five heads and five taiIs will be thrown in 
the long run more often than any other combination, but there is 
also a possibility of other results. Four heads, she heads, or even 
two or three heads may occur sometimes, although less frequently 
than the five heads. Exactly the same thing applies in guessing at 
test items where there are two alternatives just as there are two 
sides to a coin. It is possible to compute from the theory of prob
ability what is to be expected in the long run. Suppose that a test 
contains 10 items (such a brief test would, of course, not be used in 
the practical situation). It is possible to compute what per cent of 
the subjects who guess at the items will correctly guess 10, 9, 8, 7 
items, etc. These percentages are given in the first part of Table X. 
For instance, 0.1 per cent of the subjects will in the long run get all 
the ten items correct, 1 per cent will get 9 of them correct, ete. 
Similarly, if the test comprises a more reasonable number of items 
such as 50 (cf. second part of the table), 0.1 per cent of the subjects 
will get 36 of them correct, 0.2 per cent will get 35 correct, etc. 
There are still smaller percentages which do not appear in the table 
for more than 36 or less than 14 items. In both instances it is to be 
noted that there are more subjecta who are apt to get just half of 
the items correct than there are who are apt to make any other 
score. However, these subjects by no means constitute the Ill&

jority - in the first instance they are about 25 per cent and in the 
second 11 per cent of the group. Obviously, if we score the test 
according to the number correct, some subjects by mere guessing 
will get a fairly high score. Some allowance for this must be made. 
U we make the usual allowance by scoring the number right minus 

.. 



MENTAL TEST TECHNIQUE ISS 

TAlILB X. PROBABLE l'lIBcENTAGES OF INDIVIDUALS GUESSING COR
RECTLY V ABIOUS NUMBERS OF ITEMS IN TEsTs OF Tw<>-ALTERNATlVlII 
FOII>l 

~orlOI'l'aIIlI Twr or 50 1'ftD18 

Number of Number rilltbt Per oentof Number of N~mber~ "" oent of itema aorrec:t mioua number iDdividualll items correct mm.usnum -......,. 
~ ... wnmg 

10 10 0.1 36 22 0.1 
35 20 0.2 

9 8 1.0 34 18 0.4 
33 16 0.8 

8 6 4.4 32 14 1.6 
31 12 2.7 

7 4 11.7 30 10 4.2 
29 8 6.0 

6 2 20.5 28 6 7.9 
'J:l 4 9.6 

5 0 24.6 26 2 10.8 
25 0 11.3 

4 0 20.5 24 0 10.8 
23 0 9.6 

3 0 11.7 22 0 7.9 
21 0 6.0 

2 0 4.4 20 0 4.2 
19 0 2.7 

1 0 1.0 18 0 1.6 
17 0 0.8 

0 0 0.1 16 0 0.4 
15 0 0.2 
14 0 0.1 

the number wrong as indicated by the second column in each section 
of the table and call zero all the scores that are by the computation 
negative, we improve matters considerably. More than half the 
group thus receive their deserved score of zero, but even then there 
are some who make rather high scores. In the 100item test, for 
instance, 4 per cent of the individuals will make a score of 6, whereas 
they know nothing about the items; in the 50-item test 4 per cent 
will score 10 points. This method of scoring still tends to give some. 
individuals a higher score than they deserve. 

Probability may likewise work in the other direction and cause 
BOme persons to get a lower score than they deserve. It is common 
practice to make the subject mark all the items of which he is sure . 
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and guess at the rest - otherwise the test might merely reflect his 
degree of caution. Suppose, however, that two persons know 
exactly the same number of items and one marks them and stops, 
while the other marks them and then guesses at the rest. From the 
sort of thing shown in the preceding table it is evident that there is 
some chance that the individual who guesses will make more than 
half of his guesses incorrect, thus reducing his actual score on the 
ones he knows. An instance is reported of a subject who marked 
14 items and said that was his limit. (116.) The examiner noted his 
answers and there were 13 of them correct, but he told the subject 
to guess at the rest. The final result was a score of zero because in 
the end there was a sufficient preponderance of wrong guesses to 
nullify the 13 correct answers. An experiment was conducted in 
which it was assumed that various numbers of subjects knew 
certain groups of items of a 60-item test and coins were tossed for 
the remaining items to indicate guesses and then the final right 
minus wrong scores computed. If, for instance, the subject was 
assumed to know 50 items, 10 coins were tossed for the remaining 
unknown items and heads counted as a correct guess. If there were 
7 heads the subject's final score was 57 minus 3 or 54. These right 
minus wrong scores were compared with the true scores - i.e., the 
number which it was assumed the subjects actually knew. It is not 
worth while to present the results in full, but one or two instances 
may be cited. It was assumed that 8 subjects actua.Ily knew 22 
items and guessed at the remaining 32. When their finaJ scores were 
computed they ranged from 16 to 28. In other words, one subject 
scored 6 points less than he deserved while another scored 6 points 
too much. For those who actua.Ily knew 24 items, the finaJ scores 
ranged from 14 to 28 - some receiving a very distinctly diflerent 
score from that merited. Similar figures might be cited for other 
numbers of actua.Ily known items. The point is that when the 
subject knows some items and guesses at others, the guessing will 
not aJways even up on the unknown items, but may either raise or 
lower appreciably the score based on the items actua.Ily known. It 
is unwise in such a test to instruct the subjects not to guess, because 
it is impossible to tell whether a.Il the individuals follow the in. 
structions. The only possibility is to make them guess on aJl items, 
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hut this has the disadvantages just mentioned. Consequently, 
when we consider the matter from the standpoint of scoring, the 
two-alternative type of test has distinct shortcomings. The best 
that can be done is to scOre number right minus number .wrong, but 
even this procedure may produce misleading results. Inasmuch as 
it is usually almost "" easy to devise a test with four or five alterna
tives as to devise one with two alternatives, it is well to dispense 
with the latter as far as possible. 

The best scheme for combining speed and accuraey involves the 
evaluating of them statisticaJly with reference to the situation in 
which the test is to be used. Suppose the test is devised for pre
dicting ability in clerical work. As suggested previously, the test 
must be ultimately evaluated by comparison of test scores with an 

. occupational criterion, namely, actual clerical ability as obtained 
from production figures or estimates of the office managers.: Given 
this criterion it is possible to correlate with it speed in the test and 
also accuracy in the test. It can then be determined which is the 
more closely correlated with clerical ability or which is the more 
valuable in predicting it. Moreover, it is possible by the technique 
of partial correlation to determine the best weighting for these two 
factors. This technique has already been mentioned (p. 55, supra) 
and will be discussed more fully in Chapter IX. Not only are 
speed and accuracy related in some degree to the criterion, but they 
are related, perhaps inversely, to each other. It is neceseary to 
determine what the relation of each to the criterion would be if the 
other were eliminated or kept coustant. For instance, if a number 
of subjects could be obtained who had all exactly the same speed, it 
could be determined to what extent accuracy correlated with pro
ficiency in clerical work for this limited group; and if another group 
could be found all with the same accuracy, the correlation of their 
speed with the criterion could be computed. It is seldom possible 
to find a group of subjects like this who are coustant in either speed 
or accuracy. It is possible, however, by the mathematical tech
nique above mentioned to obtain the same result from the actually 
available data. When these partial correlations are found - i.e., 
the intrinsic relation of speed and of accuracy to the criterion with 
the other factor coustant - it is possible to determine exactly how 
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much importance or weight should be attached to each. When the 
speed and accuracy are weighted according to this procedure, the 
combined scores will correlate more highly with the criterion than 
if they are weighted in any other fashion. This can be shown 
theoretically or empirically. In an actual case the correlation co
efficient between speed in the test - i.e., number of items com
pleted - and the criterion is .60; the correlation between accuracy 
in the test -i.e., number of mistakes-and the criterion is -.50; 
while the correlation between speed and accuracy is - .20. This 
indicates that those who accomplisb the largest number of test 
items tend to be most effective in the job and uice .er8a, while 
those who make the fewest mistakes are likewise most effective in 
the job and those who do the greatest number of items tend to make 
somewhat fewer mistakes, although this last relation is not very 
marked. Application of partial correlation technique indicates 
that the best scoring formula is: 

Criterion = Number right -.76 X Number wrong. 

In other words, if each correct item counts 1 point, we should 
penalize the subject .76 of a point for each mistake. H the indi
vidual blanks are now scored by this formula with speed and 
accuracy weighted in this fashion, these weighted scores correlate 
with the criterion to the extent of .71, which is considerably better 
than the correlation of .60 which was obtained with speed alone. 
Hence weighting the two variables in this fashion materially· im
proves the prediction of the criterion on the basis of the test scores. 

RElIABILITY OJ'TESTS 

Correlating two forms of the test. The test score is only an ap
proximate measure of the ability in question. It is impossible for an 
ordinary test to be so devised that it will conform absolutely to all 
of the principles described in the preceding part of the chapter. 
Slight differences, in difficulty of items, for instance, are practically 
unavoidable. If a person makes a certain score in intelligence, it is 
somewhat dubious to say that this is his real score. Suppose that 
the test instead of comprising 50 items comprises a milIion. The 
latter test will probably give I/o more typical picture of the person's 
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ability. The results of the former set of items may deviate ap
preciably from the results of the latter. It is a question of how re
liable a sample of the particular mentaJ performance is embodied in 
the brief test. Or suppose that the same subjects take the same 
test over again. It may be found that their second scores are ap
preciably different from their initiaJ scores. The cruciaJ point, 
however, is whether in the second test subjects maintain ap
proximAtely their initiaJ relative standing; in other words, whether 
a subject who makes a good score in the first test does likewise in 
the second and Ili~ .... sa. 

This procedure of repeating a test and comparing initiaJ and finaJ 
scores is the accepted method for determining the reliability of a 
test. If, for instance, the standing of the subjects in the first test is 
correlated with the standing of those same subjects in the second, 
and this correlation is bigh, say upwards of .80, we consider that 
this test is reliable. By reliability we simply mean that the test 
tends to place the subjects repeatedly in the same relative position. 
It is rather common practioe to make the test in two forms, to give 
each form separately to the same group of subjects and correlate the 
results. 

Correlating two parts of the test. Instead of constructing the 
test in two forms and giving these separately to the suhjects, one 
form only may be given, but it may be divided into two parts. If, 
for instance, a test comprises 100 items, we may take each subject's 
score on the first 50 and his score on the last 50 and correlate the 
two measures. If the subjects who do well in the first part of the 
test do well in the second, we may assume that these two groups of 
items are measuring practically the same thing and hence are re
liable. In a time-limit test, of course, if the subjects work steadily 
from the beginning, obviously some of them will not complete as 
much of the second part as of the first, so that the two will not be 
comparable. In such cases, it is customary to divide the test into 
parts A and B, divide the time limit in two and aJlow the subjects 
the same length of time on each part. These two scores may then 
be directly correlated. 

A similar procedure consists in evaluating separately the odd
numbered and even-numbered items in the test. This may be 
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facilitated by having the answers so located that the odd ones will 
occur in one column and the even ones in another. These may then 
be totaled separately to give two scores in the test and these scores 
then correlated. 

It is thus essential after a test bas been devised to investigate its 
reliability before putting it into practical use. In dealing with 
different groups of employees or applicants, we want alwaye to 
apply the same mental measurement, just as in determining the 
dimensions of different house-lots we prefer to use a tape made of 
steel rather than of rubber. If an unreliable test seems to indicate 
vocational aptitude with one group of employees, it may utterly fail 
to have any prognostic value with another group. 

SUMHABY 

Mental tests such as are used for predicting vocational aptitude 
are devices for measuring a typical sample of mental or motor per
formance. Their administration may involve the examination of 
one individual at a time or of a group of subjects simultaneously. 
The latter procedure saves much time, although there is more chance 
for the subject to fail to follow directions and there is less chance for 
observation of the subject's extraneous reactions. With a small 
number of subjects, however, and ample floor space, the group test 
bas most of the advantages of the individual test. The subject's 
response may be oral, it may be written on a blank, or it may in
volve some performance with implements or apparatus. The re
sponse may be entirely free or it may be constrained to various 
degrees. This constraint may be imposed by the wording of the 
question, by the location of the answer, or by necessitating the 
selection of the answer from two or more alternatives. Tests are 
given with either a time limit or a work limit. The former is gen
erally used in group tests because it is impossible to use the latter 
unless the subjects can be trusted to record their own times. It is 
not feasihle to let the examiner record the individual subjects' times 
in the work-limit method unless these times are relatively long, as in 
the "omnibus" test. The time limit must be sufficiently short so 
that no subjects will quite finish. Otherwise it will be impossible to 
differentiate between the proficiency of those who complete the 
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test. Certain generaI precautions must be observed in test pro
cedure, such as maintaining as far as possible standard conditions, 
having the subject in a coOperative attitude, and having the 
e"aminer perfectly famiIia.r with the technique so that it will go 
smoothly. 

In selecting test material all items of a given sort may be of ap
proximately equal difficulty with the emphasis placed on speed, or 
they may increase in difficulty with the emphasis on ultimate level 
of attainment or "power." The material is usually arranged to 
group together items of a given sort so as to facilitate separate soor
ing, but sometimes the different kinds of items are intermixed. 
This "omnibus" form of test may present all items of a given sort 
of approximately equal difficulty (cycle omnibus) or the items may 
increase in difficulty throughout the test (spiraI omnibus). In 
preparing a test, alternative material of the same difficulty as the 
original must be provided to meet the situation if blanks reach the 
hands of subjects before they are tested. The test must be sensi
tive, i.e., give a wide range of scores. This can be accomplished by 
having a considerable number of items in the test and having it of 
appropriate difficulty, neither extremely easy nor hard, for the 
group taking it. 

Test instructions must be kept absolutely standard and constant 
whenever the test is used. They should be sufficiently clear to 
enable the subjects to understand perfectly what is wanted. It is 
well to come down to the intellectual level of the lowest person in 
the group. Instructions usually comprise explanation, illustration, 
and practice. This practice is particularly important in motor 
tests. Printed instructions are usually preferable to oral because 
of their more rigidly standard character. Incentive while taking 
tests must be kept at a maximum in order to keep it constant. This 
may be done by the instructions or by utilizing various motives 
such as pride, coOperation, or competition. 

The scoring of tests must be unequivocal so that different persons 
scoring the same subject's blank will obtain identical results. The 
blank may be arranged with a view to ease of scoring by means 
of stencils or by the location of the answers in convenient fashion. 
In obtaining a final score for a test, the question of the relative im-
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portance of speed and accuracy arises. Sometimes speed is stresged 
and accuracy neglected, sometimes the reverse, and sometimes both 
are combined into a single score. This may be done purely arbi
trarily or, in some instances, by considering the probability of get
ting correct answers by guessing. The best procedure is to correlate 
speed and accuracy separately with the vocational or other criterion 
and weight them by partial correlation technique. Scores com
bined in this fashion will give a more valid prediction nf the criterion 
than those combined in any other fashion. 

Before a test is put into practical use its reliability should be 
determined. This may be done by giving two forms of the test to 
the same subjects and correlating the results to see if the subjects 
maintain in the second instance their same relative standing. The 
same result may be achieved by correlating separately the first and 
last parts of the same form or by totaling separately the odd
numbered and even-numbered items and correlating the two. H 
these correlations are high, we may then use the test with impunity 
in employment research. 



CHAPTER VI 
THE CRITERION 

NECESSITY 

Basis for evaluating tests. Mental tests, like other instruments, 
do not always serve the purpose for which they are designed. A 
radio hook-up may include low loss, neutralization, and careful 
shielding, and yet not reach the coast. A mental test may be re
Jie.ble, objective, and fool-proof, and stiJJ utterly fa.iJ tc separate the 
sheep from the goats in the stitching room. The psychologist is no 
more omniscient than is the electrician. In either case it is neces
sary to give the instrument an actual tria1 and see if it does what it 
is supposed tc do. Consequently, before psychological tests can be 
validly used for employment purposes they must themselves be 
tested by comparing, in a typica.1 group of workers, efficiency in the 
tests with efficiency in the job. This implies two measures for each 
person on whom the tests are standardized - his test score and 
some figure that represents his occupationa.! efficiency. This latter 
- the thing by which we are actually eva.1uating the tests and the 
thing which we wish ultimately tc be able tc predict - is techni
cally termed the "criterion." 

The need, however, is not merely for a criterion as such, but for 
as reJie.ble o.nd accurate a one as possible. The va.1ue of'the entire 
project depends upon it, because it is the standard used in evaluat
ing the tests. H the criterion is inaccurate, the tests designed tc 
predict it will be proportionately inaccurate. H a foreman rates his 
men, for instance, more on the basis of physical strength than on 
the basis of ability in the job, it may be possible tc devise tests 
which will correlate with his estimates, but these tests may be of 
little use in hiring new workers because they will predict strength 
rather than occupationa.! ability. Or if the" old man" ranks his 
subordinates mainly on the basis of length of service rather than on 
the basis of actua.! efficiency, the tests so evaluated will predict 
stability rather than efficiency. Or if the production figures are 
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based on piece work rates that have been unscientifically and care
lessly determined, the tests will not predict proficiency in that 
work. For the best that the tests can do is to predict the criterion 
by which they are evaluated. If the criterion is inadequate, the 
entire project is resting on shifting sands. Hence every effort 
should be made to get the best possible data regarding the workers' 
ability in the job and to handle those data in the best scientific 
faShion once they are obtained. 

Insuring avai1ability of the criterion. Before undertaking a 
project of this sort, it is well to make certain that the criterion will 
be available when needed. One should ascertain whether produc
tion records are kept in such a form that they can be utilized or 
whether foremen and superiors are willing to coOperate in making 
ratings. If the tests are given to applicants for employment rather 
than present employees, it is well to initiate at the very outset some 
procedure for following up those tested. As a matter of fact it is a 
good policy when possible to obtain the criterion in advance of any 
testing at all. If a lot of employees are tested with the understand· 
ing that subsequently the foreman will rate them and then the fore
man dies, the efforts have been largely wasted. One of the com· 
mittees that approached the problem of tests for aviators gave a 
considerable range of tests to a large number of cadets at one of the 
ground schools with the understanding that these men would be 
sent to some flying field from which subsequent record of their 
progress could be obtained. Many of them, however, were sent 
directly to France for their flying instruction so that it was im· 
possible to obtain the criterion in their case. A few experiences of 
this sort impress the employment psychologist with the importance 
of making certain of the criterion in advance or at least of insuring 
its ultimate availability before undertaking any project. 

As implied in the foregoing there are two outstanding types of 
criteria that are most frequently used. One consists of estimates 
made by an employee's superiors - usually foremen or inspectors 
in the factory and managers or supervisors in the office. The other 
consists of individual production figures - some objective measure 
of the amount of work done per unit time. In addition there are a 
few miscellancous criteria that can sometimes be obtained. If 
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several criteria are avaiIable for a given job there then arises the 
further problem of reducing them to common terms and com
bining them into a single figure. These topics will be discussed in 
order. 

ESTIMATES BY SUPERIORS 

Estimstes by an employee's superion! cOnstitute one ot the most 
frequently used criteria. Praetically every member of a concerIl's 
penlOnnel is "under" somebody else. There is some one who 
exercises a certain amount of supervision over him and who has 
some notion as to the kind of work he is doing and his value to the 
company. If this superior party has watched the man as closely as 
he ought and is willing to make estimstes and is sufficiently careful 
in making them, they are of some value. The sort of estimstes to 
be discussed in this connection should be distinguished, however, 
from the systematic rating scales to be presented in a subsequent 
chapter. These latter involve the separate judgment of a con
siderable number of traits that are not measurable by mental tests 
and the ratings are used in lieu of test procedure. In the present 
connection the estimste is usually made of ouly one thing, such as 
"efficiency in the job," and it is an estimste of something that it is 
hoped to predict by means of tests. The estimstes that form the 
basis of the criterion are not usually as complicated nor are they as 
extensive as those involved in rating scales. 

Suppose that one or more foremen 1 are going to make estimates 
of a given group of workmen. There are several ways of proceeding 
to the actual process of judging. The men may be simply grouped 
into a number of classes, they may be arranged in order from best 
to womt, or they may be rated systematically on a linear scale. 

Estimstes by grouping. The simplest and likewise the least re
liable method of making these estinmtes is simply to divide the men 
into groups on the basis of their ability. Sometimes as few as two 
groups are used. The foreman is directed to divide his men into 

1 In the following diecuaaion, estimates of foremen wJ11 be mentioned for the most 
part. While perhaps the majority of the instances encountered in actual practice 
involve estimates of industrial workers by their foremen, the same principles apply 
to office worken rated by their maDagers and supervisors or to necutives OJ' sales
men rated. by their euperiora. While foremen's estimates are uaed fOl' purposes of 
Wuat.ratioa the metboda de&cribed. are of general application. 
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good and poor. He may do this by making out two Iists himself or 
he may be given a list of all the men and be asked to check them with 
appropriate symbols. The difficulty with this procedure is that 
it assumes a dichotomy between good and poor, whereas ordinarily 
all degrees of ahility are represented. Moreover, these data do not 
lend themselves to careful statistical treatment. The most that 
can be done is to compute the average test score made by each 
group and note whether the good workers exceed the poor workers 
in test scores, whereas it is highly desirable to use the proeedure of 
correlation in order to be able to predict the probo1nlily of success 
in the job on the basis of the testa. Matters may be somewhat im
proved, if only two groups are to be used, by selecting smaller groups 
at the extremes of ability. If there are 100 men it may be better to 
select the 25 best and the 25 worst than to pick the 50 good and the 
50 poor. This obviates to some extent the assumption of a dichot
omy, although even within an extreme group there are doubtless 
marked differences in ability. The average test scores made by the 
two extreme groups will probably differ more than the average 
scores made by the two groups that comprise all the men - provid
ing the tests are of any value at all. It may be poorlble to assign 
BOme arbitrary value to each group and compute a very rough cor
relation coefficient which will be more meaningful than if the same 
procedure is adopted using all the men. At any rate, if two groups 
only must be used, it is preferable to select them from the extremes 
of abilit¥ rather than to divide the entire range at the middle. 

In making estimates by grouping, it is desirable, however, to 
have more than two groups. The foremen may be directed to divide 
the men into three groups - good, average, and poor; or five groups 
- excellent, good, average, fair, and poor. In general the more 
groups the better, up to a certain limit, because ability in the job is 
actually a continuous variable - i.e., there is a continuous grada
tion from worst to best - and the use of more groups gives a 
closer approach to such continuity. A classification into ten groups 
is fairly satisfactory because in correlation proeedure the measures 
are often grouped into as few as ten classes. There is a rather 
delicate statistical problem involved with reference to the size of 
the groups. We know from the resulta of measurementa of grea\ 
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numbers of human traits that there are usually more people of 
average ability than of any other degree, and that as you go up 
or down toward the extremes the numbers decrease so that there 
are very few with extremely good or extremely poor ability. 
Prohably this same thing holds true for most occupational abilities, 
and theoretically the estimates should comprise a large middle class 
with smaller classes above and below it, and still smaller classes 
above and below these. However, this concept is probably too 
complicated for the average foreman who is making the ratings and 
it is perhaps better either to neglect it or else to get the ratings in 
some quantitative form as described below and then make the 
proper divisions if it seems desirsble. H the method of grouping is 
to be used at all, the safest rule is probably to use as many groups 
as possible (up to some reasonable limit such as twenty) and specify 
them by careful qualitative description. 

Estimates by ranking. A somewhat better procedure than the 
foregoing is the method of ranks or the method of order of merit. 
It consists simply of arranging the individuals in order from best to 
worst. The names may be written on cards and the cards arranged 
in order or the names in an alphabeticaI list may simply be numbered. 
Various blanks have been devised to facilitate this process of rank
ing. One such involves a large card on which the names are typed 
alphabetically in a column in the spaces provided. At the right is 
another column in which the names are typed again in identical 
fashion. (This second column may be folded under and typed as a 
carbon copy of the first.) The spaces in the second column are 
separated by perforated lines. When the card is tom on these lines 
the person making the estimates has a series of ministure cards each 
bearing the name of a worker. He then arranges these in order on 
the desk with the best worker at one end and the worst worker at 
the other. After the order of the cards has been arranged to his 
satisfaction, the ranks can be transferred to the intact alphabetical 
list, taking the one at the best end and marking him 1 on the alpha
betical list, taking the next best and marking him 2, marking the 
next best 3, and so on down to the worst.' This method of obtain-

1 It is possible to assign two at more persons the same rank if desired. In sueh 
--. however. for ataLiatical re&aoIUI they muat each be asaiped • rauk obtained 
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ing estimates by ranking is simple and lends itself readily to su"
quent statistical treatment of the results, for it is possible to rank 
test scores similarly and correlate the two sets of ranks. There is 
one thing, however, which this method overlooks. There is nothing 
to indicate whether the steps between successive pairs of ranks are 
equal or otherwise and in handling the data the ouly possible pro
cedure is to assume that they are equal. It must be assumed that 
the man ranked 1 is just as much superior to the man ranked 2 as is 
the latter to the man ranked 3. As a matter of fact this may not be 
the case. Suppose that the actual values of the three best persons 
in occupational ability or test score or anything else are represented 
by the numbers 75, 60, and 59. In the rank method they will be 
marked 1, 2, and 3, and the assumption made that the difference 
between 75 and 60 is the same as that between 6'l and 59. This 
assumption, of course, entirely obscures the comparatively great 
superiority of the first individnal. The rank method hides the 
light of genius under a bushel. Nevertheless, if there is a con
siderable number of men in the group that is ranked, this assump
tion of equal steps will not make such a tremendous difference, and 
inasmuch as the method is simple and easily administered, it is 
widely used. 

Estimates on a linear scale are usually the most desirable. A 
blank is provided in which the names of the men to be rated are 
typed at the left of the page and each name is followed by a line of 
constant length. The foreman makes a check mark at some point 
along this line to indicate his judgment. The right end of the line 
may indicate highest ability and the left end lowest ability. The 
farther to the right the mark is placed the better man it indicates. 
Inasmuch as the lines are of constant length it is possible, after the 
ratings have been made, to convert them into figures by simply 
measuring the distance of each check mark from the left. 

While the linear scale may be presented in the above form with 
a mere indication of extremes, it is better to give some notion 
of the intermediate steps, and, although the ultimate figures take 
by averaging the rnnks they would ha.ve received if they did differ slightly. For 
instance, if they are tied for third nnd fourth place. they ehould both be ranked 
3.5 and the next inferior IIbould be called 6. If three persons are tied Cor fifth. sixth. 
and .. venth pIacea, they ohould all be zaDkod 6 ... d tho ..... penon bolo .. them & 
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no account of them, to provide classes or other specifications as a 
guide to the person making the estimates. One method is to have 
the blank ruled into a number of columns as a guide. There may 
be three of them headed" poor," "average," and "good," either of 
uniform width or with the average column wider than the other 
two. The writer has found quite successful a five-column arrange
ment, although it has no theoretical superiority to other arrange
ments that might be devised. A portion of the blank appears as 
follows: 

Adams 

Andrew. 

Briggs 

Lowur N~ Low- M'IDDLJI NUT Hro.-r HrG1m8'l' 
FIrm U1' FDTB FlftB Fi:na F1na 

It is well to arrange the width of the columns in Bome convenient 
unit. A column width of 20 millimeters gives a total width for the 
blank of 100 millimeters, which is a convenient maximum. The 
blank is accompanied by directions such as the following: "Imagine 
all the men you have ever known who worked at this job divided 
into five classes with reference to their ability in the job - a highest 
fifth, a next highest fifth, a middle or average fifth, a next lowest 
fifth, and a lowest fifth. Put a cross somewhere along the line after 
each man's name io indicate in which group he belongs. More
over, if he stands high in a group, place the cross toward the right of' 
the column, and if he stands low in that group, place the cross 
toward the left. In other words, the greater a man's ability in the 
job the farther to the right the cross is to be placed." This sort of 
explanation is usually intelligible to the average foreman, and it is 
well anyway to discuss the matter with him and bring out in an 
interview any misunderstandings on his part. Mter a blank of the 
above sort has been marked, it is a simple matter with a ruler to 
measure the distance of each mark from the left edge of the left 
column in some convenient unit such as millimeters or fractions of 
an inch. This yields a quantitative expression of the ability in 
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question. If the measures are to be ultimately grouped for statisti
cal treatment ioto, say, 10 or 15 classes of equal size, a transparent 
stencil ruled with 10 or 15 columns and numbered at the top may be 
placed over the blank. Each check mark is noted with reference 
to the column of the stencil io which it falls and the number at the 
top of that column recorded as the criterion. 

Another scheme for iodicating iotermediate steps between the 
e.~remes of ability is to note some descriptive adjectives along the 
Iioe on which the rating is to be made. If, for instance, the cri
terion is to consist of an estimate of "quality of work" each Iioe may 
appear thus: 

......•••••••..........•...........................• 
Good 
qualiQ' 

Practically ,,"'oe< 
wodunaDBhip 

These adjectives may be repeated for every Iioe on the blank or the 
descriptions may occur only at the top. This procedure is used 
more frequently io rating scale technique where a considerable 
number of traits are to be rated for each man. There such descrip
tions are more essential for guidance as the rater is considering one 
trait after another. In the present situation this sort of descrip
tion is perhaps not so necessary, providing sufficient explanation is 
given to the rater. This method of providing descriptive adjectives 
along the Iioe will be discussed more at length io Chapter XII on 
rating scales. 

One other poiot that applies to all the foregoing methods for 
securing estimates should be mentioned. An estimate of a worker 
before he has been at the job a sufficient length of time to reach his 
maximum proficiency is of little value. A man who has just 
recently taken up a certain occupation may be given a much lower 
rating by his superiors than a man who has been at the job for 
months, although a year later the former may be doiog much more 
effective work than the latter. Many of us have been agreeably 
surprised at, or disillusioned by, the ultimate proficiency of a 
stenographer io contrast with our initial impression. Hence those 
who are making the estimates should consider whether the persons 
concerned have been at the job long enough to reach their ultimate 
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level. If the foreman is not certain about a particular man and 
cannot tell what his ultimate status will be, it is best to omit that 
man's record from statistical consideration. An experienced fore
man who has trained many men will sometimes be able to estimate 
fairly well the ultinlate status of a man who is in the eadier stages of 
learning his job. This practice, however, is not to be recommended 
and it is much better, if possible, to base statistics only on workers 
who have "arrived." 

Reliability of estimates. In actuaJ practice ratings of the sort 
above described often prove to be none too satisfactory. Before 
using them it is essential to determine their reliability, because if 
this is low it is apt to invalidate the entire project. By reliability is 
meant the extent to which the ratings agree or correlate with them
selves. This is the same sort of thing discussed in Chapter V 
(p. 136) in connection with the reliability of test scores. We may, for 
instance, get the foreman to ma.ke his ratings and then at some 
later time, perhaps in a week or two, when he has partially forgotten 
the exact details of his original ratings, have him go through the 
process again. If his later ratings agree or correlate well with his 
earlier - i.e., if the same workmen are rated bjgh in both instances 
and tbe same workmen low in both cases - his rating is more reli
able than if this correlation is email. Furthermore, the ratings 
made by one foreman may be correlated with those made by an
other. If tbey agree closely - i.e., if each worker is rated about 
the same by both foremen - this indica.tes high reliability, but if 
the foremen disagree the reliability is low. In the latter case it is 
sometimes possible in conference to discover the reason for the dis
crepancies, such as personal prejudice or overemphasis of some 
minor aspect of the workman's performance. It may be that one 
foreman is stressing epeed and anotber accuracy or tbat one is rat
ing a man low because he is frequently late or because he is ugly. If 
tbese matters can be brought out in conference, it may be possible 
in revise the ratings somewhat and thus to get a truer indication of 
the actuaJ ability in question. This will increase the correlation 
between thc ratings or their reliability. Further investigation may 
be made likewise by comparing ratings with other criteria such as 
production (infra). The industrial psychologist will run into situ-
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ations where the foremen eoncerned are simply unable to provide 
reliable ratings. In such cases, if other more reliable criteria are 
not avaiIable, it is useless to undertake the project because the ulti
mate value of the tests depends on the criterion by which they are 
evaluated. 

. PRODUcnON FIGURES 

The other most eommonly used criterion for evaluating the tests 
or other predictive measures is production. This is after all the 
most obvious criterion. It is the thing which the management is 
ultimately interested in predicting and under favorable eonditions 
is perhaps the best indication of a man's ability in the job. In 
many instances it is eomparatively easy to obtain because the pro
duction records are actually kept for purposes of making out the 
payroll. In operations such as checking, pasting, assembling, and 
making various parts of shoes, garments, or tires, a reeord of the 
number of pieces done per unit time is often available. Some 
machines such as looms carry automatic eounters which record the 
number of operations performed. Sales reeords are frequently kept 
of men in the mark~ting end of industry. Even in evaluating a 
foreman's efficiency the production of his department may be 
significant. 

Workers' attitude. There are, however, a number of problems 
that should be carefully noted in the particular situation before 
accepting the production criterion as adequate. In the first place, 
the attitude of the worker toward his work must be eonsidered. 
His production reeord is not a true measure of his ability in the job 
unless he devotes to the job his best effort. This implies that he is 
industrious rather than luy, that he is not sick or worried or en
grossed in other matters, and that he has ample incentive to bring 
out his maximum endeavor. Some of these matters it may be im
possible to ascertain at all,. but frequently the foreman or super
visor will be in more or less personal touch with the men and able to 
supply this information. In obtaining estimates by foremen, if they 
are encouraged to add comments on particular men where they 
think it important, such points as the above will sometimes be 
eovered. Ali to actual incentive, this is to a very appreciable extent 
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assured in the case of piece workers. These persons are paid so 
much per unit of work - i.e., their wage depends directly on what 
they do - and hence in most cases they will do their best in order to 
get a large pay envelope. Even in the case of piece workers, how
ever, the foreman's judgment is by no means unnecess&rY" for there 
are instances of .. stereotyping of output" in which, in spite of the 
possibility of more pay, men will voluntarily limit their produc
tion. This question of attitude is a much more serious problem in 
the case of day work in which the person is paid a flat time rate re
gardless of the amount of work done. It may be necessary for him 
merely to keep moving in order to hold the job. Often no official 
record at all is kept of his performance, although it is sometimes 
possible to collate such figures from time slips. Where the time rate 
is flexible it might seem that a man's rate would indirectly reflect 
production, but it"is just about as apt to reflect his length of service, 
his aggressiveness in asking for a raise, the size of his family, or his 
consanguinity with the foreman. Sometimes records are kept with 
a view to determining when to promote or to raise the time rate. 
In such instances the incentive is partially obtained. But the pro
duction of day workers is at best a precarious criterion. 

Equivalent units of production. Another problem that it is 
necessary to consider is whether the units of production used in 
determining the scores of different men in the same occupation are 
equivalent. If all the workers involved in a given study are making 
exactly the same piece - e.g., all making a 3t-inch fabric tire or at
taching number 3 labels or typewriting form letwr number 5 - the 
actual number of pieces done per hour by different individuals are 
of course satisfactory units by which to compare those individuals. 
If, however, one is building a 3i-inch fabric and another a 5-inch 
cord tire, if one is pasting small labels and another large, if one is 
typewriting short letters and another long letters, it is not fair to 
compare them in terms of tires or labels or letters. Likewise, a 
salesman's production may be influenced by tbe difficulty of the 
territory, by competition, by prejudice, or by whether he selis 
furniture or notions. In some such cases it may be possible to 
divide the work into smaller comparable units, such as number of 
lines typewritten or even number of strokes made, if appropriate 
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recording devices are attached to the machine. In other cases re
course may be had to the results of the time study that has been 
made in eetting piece-work rates. H the rate has been eet so that a 
piece that takes twice as long as another is given twice the pay, then 
the pay per hour is a reliable index of production. In other in
stances it may be better to take production as a per cent of the 
standard, set by time study. H, for instance, the standard is 50 
units per hour and the worker does 60 units, his score is 120 per cent, 
whereas if he does only 40, his score is 80 per cent. H the time 
study has been properly done, this seems to be a fair way to get 
comparative production figures. 

Allowance must be made for extraneous factors that influence 
output. H the power plant breaks down or a fuse is blown that 
controls certain machines, production is obviously lower, but not 
because of the worker's inefficiency. A loom near a doorway where 
there are frequent draughts has more breakages of the yarn through 
no fault of the operator. A belt may slip sufficiently to produce an 
appreciable decrease in a worker's production. In operations where , 
persons are working together a9 a team - e.g., in building tires or , 
folding tablecloths - from the standpoint of one person's pro
duction the other person constitutes an extraneous factor. The 
slowest worker sets the pace. This may be seen in the figures for 
teams of workers folding tablecloths in a laundry. (Cf. Table XI.) 

TABLB XI. OOIVlDUAL l'RoDUC'I'lON AS .ArFBCrED BY 0mEB 
MEMBER OF THIll Tm.w 1 

TIwI s.col'nJe !bQtmmD'J'O FoLD 
o.'(ST~ 

Worker A and worker B ......••..•............. 16.3 

Worker A and worker C •..••.•.••.....••..•.... 22.0 

Worker A and worker D •.......•..•••••..•..... 16.1 

• 

The number of seconds taken to fold the cloth by the team A and C 
is about 35 per cent longer than the time taken when A is teamed . 
with either B or D. (322,168.) 
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Absences. Another related problem concerns absence from work 
as affecting production. H, for instance, weekly total production is 
to be taken as the criterion and some men work the full week and 
some are absent one or more days, no fair comparison can be made. 
In many instances the number of hours worked per day by feIIow 
workers varies. Consequently the safest measure seems to be 
production per hour. However, it is necessary to accumulate data. 
over a considerable period, because production in any given hour 
may be affected by fatigue, illness, distraction, ventilation, illumi
nation, or anyone of numerous extraneous factors. If production 
for the first hour on Monday is the criterion selected, Smith may do 
poorly because he had been out late the night before; Jones may fall 
below his norma.! level because of a week-end indigestion, while 
Brown may have rested over Sunday and be doing his best. By the 
middle of the week Smith may have caught up his sleep, Jones may 
have recovered from the indigestion, but Brown may have been up 
all night with a sick friend. These discrepancies can be ironed out 
only by taking the average of severa.! hundred hours' production. 
In some typica.\ studies the average hourly production based on 
four weeks' work was taken as the criterion. 

Experience. The amount of experience of the workers, unless 
considered, may vitiate the resuIts. Those who have not been at 
the job long enough to reach their maximum efficiency will natura.lly 
not have a record that is typica.\ of what their innate ability will en
able them to do. All such cases should be discovered if possible and 
allowance made or their results excluded. They may be located 
frequently on the basis of the foreman's judgment. Sometimes, in 
a given job, it can be established by a study of the records of new 
workers about how long a time is required, on the average, before at
taining maximum efficiency. The results of men who bave not worked 
at the job this length of time may be exeluded. Or it may be feasible 
to take the record of the individua.! in question over a considerable 
time and determine whether he is still improving or whether he has 
ceased to improve. At any rate, attention must be given to this 
factor of experience. If workers are used who bave had time to 
reach their maximum efficiency and if records of piece-work pro
duction are accumulated over severa.! weeks and reduced to pieces 
per hour, a satisfactory criterion will genera.lly be obtained. -



IS4 EMPWYMENT PSYCHOLOGY 

Reliability of production figures. In dealing with production 
figures, just as in dealing with ratings, effort should be made to de
termine the reliability of the date.. If production per hour is com
puted for one week it may likewise be computed for some similar 
period and the two measures correlated. If workmen who have 
relatively high production per hour during one week have a similar 
high production during another week and vice verBa - i.e., if the 
correlation between the records for the two weeks is large - we 
may censider this production criterion reliable. In actual practice 
reliable production criteria are found more often than are reliable 
estimatee by foremen. This is probably due to the fact that the 
former data are more objective than the latter and do not involve 
personal idiosyncrasies on the part of the foreman making the 
estimate. More reliable estimates of a person's height could be 
made with an objective yardstick than by combining the subjective 
judgments of his acquaintances. Similarly, the more objective 
cbaracter of production figures gives them a distinct advantage over 
other criteria. If it were always possible to obtain the production 
record under ideal conditions, conforming to the various factors out
lined above, estimatee by foremen could probably be dispensed with. 
Unfortunately this is seldom the case. 

ImICELLANEOUS CBITERIA 

In addition to the foregoing factors - estimatee of superiors and 
production figures - there are a number of miscellaneous things 
tha. sometimes may serve as eriteria. These are not as universal as 
the foregoing and some of them are involved in only a limited 
number of occupations. .In some instances they may be sufficiently 
reJiable to supplement or even to replace the foregoing eriteria. 

The quality of work is one such factor. Whereas in most produc
tion records it is quantity that is noted, there are instances in which 
it ia possible to obtain some indication of quality as well. If a con
siderable amount of the work fails to pass inspection the per cent 
that so fails may give some indication of the worker's ability. If 
consumers return goods on account of defective workmanship, this 
may often be traced to its source. If a person handles breakable 
materials a larger record of breakage serves to indicate a less efficient 
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individual.- Looms sometimes carry automatic counters for reoord
ing breakages of the yarn. If the occupation is one that involves the 
possibility of accidents as in the case of a m.otorman or taxi-(!river, 
the number of. accident claims is sometimes taken as the criterion. 
The amount of material wasted relative to the amount used, as in 
cutting leather, may be determined by weighing. In these in
stances the emphasis is on some aspect of the quality of the work 
performed by the operator. I 

Amount of preliminary training. If the concern operates a vesti
bule school in which the prospective workers receive preliminary 
training under expert supervision before being put on the actual job, 
it may be possible to obtain from the school records some criterion 
material. - If the grades kept in the school are based on actual 
measures of skill in the work at various levels of training, these ma.y 
contribute information regarding the worker's ability in the joo. 
In some types of work the preliminary training continues until the 
employee has reached a certain level (as judged by his teachers) be
fore he begins actual service or before he undertakes some special 
kind of job. In such instances the length of the time taken to train 
the man up to that point may serve as a criterion. To be sure, if 
the men have not all had the same opportunities for instruction or 
the same working conditions, a variable is thus introduced which 
may vitiate the figures. 

Length of service. The actual length of time the man has been 
in the employ of the company is of interest. It may be that the 
more efficient ones remain longer inasmuch as they are successful 
and contented. It sometimes may be, however, that persons of 
high ability do not find a simple job sufficiently interesting and 
hence do not stick. Hence, this factor of length of service should 
not at the outset be taken alone as a criterion, but should be com
pared with actual efficiency on the job. It is often very illuminat
ing, however, to study records of length of service or turnover with 
reference to occupational efficiency and with reference to mental 
tests. 

Advancement. With work of an executive nature the criterion 
is usuaIIy more difficult to obtain. Salary is some index of an 
executive's ability. If a man is especially good he is generally raised 
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in order to keep him, while the inefficient is not raised and receives 
no openings elsewhere. Salary is, however, complicated by other 
things, such as lp.ngth III service with the firm or the man's ability to 
sell himself to the management. Commissions are perhaps a better 
criterion than salary when they are involved, as they more definitely 
reBect output. Advancement in the firm is a related factor. In 
general the better man is promoted. However, account must be 
taken of the fact that some jobs are merely a source of supply for 
certain others, and being one of a considerable number of men 
promoted through such channels is not as indicative of good ability 
as being promoted in a less usual channel. Again, the responsi
bility which a man is given is some indication of his ability at his 
work. . 

There is one other type of criterion that is occasionally used, but 
which does not so often apply to actual business concerns. That 
criterion is membership invarlous organizations which require for 
admission some achievement in the line of work involved. Many 
professional organizations are of this character. An engineer, a 
scientist, or a professional man who is admitted to the organiza
tions or societies in his field has probably qualified in some way. In 
certain studies such a thing as presence in Who' 8 Who may be of 
significance. 

These miscellaneous factors should not supplant the criteria 
discussed earlier. The latter are more universal and generally more 
valuable. In certain situations, however, some of these misceIIaoe-' 
ous factors may be useful by way of supplement. 

COMJIINING HETEROGENEOUS CRITERIA. 

In obtaining the criterion it is always well to make as many ap
proaches as possible rather than to put all of the eggs in one basket. 
In view of the fact that the tests ultimately developed will be no 
more reliable than the criterion by which they are evaluated, it is 
important to overlook nothing which may contribute to the relia
bility of the criterion. Consequently, it is well where possible to 
ohtain production records, estimates from as many superiors as are 
competent to make estimates of the workers in question and any 
other data that may be available in the particular situation. Ao-
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cording to the general principle of averages the more figures avail
able regarding a man's ability in the job the more typical will be the 
average of those figures. In the ordinary industrial situation there 
are usually two or three superiors who can estimate most of the men 
in the group. It is highly desirsble to have several inasmuch as one 
foreman may rate a particular man high or low due to prejudice and 
this is partially offset in averaging this estimate with those made by 
the other foremen. Even though every foreman cannot rate every 
man, due to lack of information, if most of the men are rated in 
common it is possible to make statistical allowances. 

Given several sets of estimates made by foremen, a set of produc
tion figures and possibly some other data, the problem then arises of 
combining these measures into one, because in correlation procedure 
it is necessary to compare only two things at a time - test and job. 
It is obviously impossible to average production records directly in 
the form of pieces per hour with estimates in terms of millimeters 
on a linear scale or even in terms of ranks. Moreover, the linear 
estimates made by one foreman may not be directly comparable 
with those made by another. The first may rate all his men very 
low in ability while the second may be very lenient. A compara
tively high figure assigned a man by the strict foreman may be on a 
par with that assigned to one of the worst men by the lenient fore
man. Consequently, it is necessary to consider means for combin
ing these heterogeneous data into a single set of values, one for each 
workman. Two possibilities will be discussed - when the data are 
in the form of rankings or order of merit and when they are in 
quantitative form such as pieces per hour or estimates on a linear 
scale. 

The original data may be in the form of ranks or may be readily 
converted into that form. Perhaps the foremen actually make their 
estimates by assigning numbers 1, 2, 3, etc., to the men to indicate 
their relative merit. If their ratings are made on a linear scale, 
these figures may likewise be ranked. Production figures may be 
treated in the same way. Thus, if there are 20 men, there will be 
some number from 1 to 20 for each man in each criterion. 

If every man is judged by every foreman who makes any judg
ments at all and if production records, if used at all, are available for 
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.every man -in other words, if the data are eompIete - the pro
eedure of combining these heterogeneous criteria is simple. It is 
merely Decess&lY to average the ranks assigned a given individual 
to get his final "",Iring A simple enmple 1 is given in Table XII. 

TAlIUI XII 

!Woo ",-"" '" B.a!n:·wr FmBr ...,.., ... - A_a.-
~IIIX:"': F_ F-.. 

Adams .•• .-•• 1 2 I 1 1.3 

Andrews. ••.• 3 1 3 I 2.3 

Brigs ....... 2 3 • I 3.0 

Bnnm •••••• • 5 2 3.6 

Doe ..•••..• 5 • 5 •. 6 

Suppose that five men are nnder consideration. In production 
Adams is the best, Briggs the next best, Andrews the third best, etc. 
The first; foreman oonsiders Andrews the besI; man, Achum second, 
etc. The other foreman pbu:es Achum at; the top and Brown in 
aeoond place.. 'These ranks are MIIIbined in the last column by 
simply averaging the figures in the corresponding lOW. Averaging 
Adams's figures I, 2, and 1 give! 1.3; averaging Ar.dIews's figores 3, 
I, and 3 gives 2..3, etc. These average ranks then give the besI; 

possible oomhination of the sepamte ranks. They may then be 
evaIuaIed statistically in this fonn or these average ranks may 
themse1ves be ranked; e.g .. Achum has the bigbesl average rank, 
Andrews next, and Briggs third. 

Unfortunately, in the practical situation the data are often in
complete. There will be some men who are unknown to one of the 
foremen and it is desirable to keep them in the data rather than dis
eard them in order to have an adequate Dumber of individuals in the 
final evaluation of the tests. It is, of course, possible where some 
figure is missing for a given individual to average the remaining 

1 Tho .......... _ ............ , .... ......n,. _pIiliecI iD the _ 01 
elarity. Tables abould. DO' impl;y tba& • etu4:r 01. _ few _ in aes .. 0&5' J7 
_YaIuab1a. 
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figures. This procedure is undesirable, however, because one fore
man assigns ranks perhaps from 1 to 50, while another assigns them 
from 1 to 43. In such a case the worst man in the one foreman's 
data receives a figure of 43, while the worst man in the other fore
man's data receives a more severe pena.!ty - 50. There is a statis
tica.l way out of this difficulty. It is possible to combine accu
rately incomplete rankings of this sort into a fina.! set of ranks, but 
the technique is rather complicated. It is outlined in Appendix II. 

Combined quantitative estimates. When the data consist af 
estimates on a linear sca.le or production figures or are in some other 
quantitative form rather than in the form of rankings in order of 
merit, a different procedure is necessary for combining the hetero
geneous criteria. If the data are complete and consist entirely of 
the same sort of thing, such as estimates on the same type of linear 
sca.!e, it is possible to average the figures for each workman with 
some vaJidity. Even under these cireumstances, however, el'l'Or 
may be introduced by the fad that different judges use different 
standards, some being inore lenient and some more severe. If, how
ever, the estimates are not complete there is much opportunity for 
unfairness. The omission of the estimate of a man by a lenient 
foreman who has estimated a.ll his fellows will be a distinct pena.!ty 
inasmuch as his average will have to be based only on the more 
strict estimates, while his fellows have a lenient estimate to raise 
their average. Moreover, when dissimila.r criteria in entirely 
different units are used, such as linear distances on a sca.!e and 
pieces per hour produced, it is impossible to average such data in 
the original form just as it is impossible to average pounds and kilo
grams without converting them to a common basis. 

One of the best methods for making such criteria comparable is 
to convert the figures of a given sort into terms that are relative to 
a.ll the figures of that sort; e.g., to convert each estimate made by a 
given foreman into terms of a.ll the estimates made by that foreman. 
If the first foreman'. estimates average 70 and the second's average 
50, an estimate, say, of 40 by the first·would indicate a poorer man 
than an estimate of 40 by the second, because the first is sething a 
much more lenient standard and the mark of 40 is much lower 
relative to that standard. Hence one feature of impOitance in mak-
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ing such estimates comparable is to determine how much each one 
is above or below the average made by that foreman; i.e., how it 
compares with the standard he sets. It might seem then that it is 
merely necessary to express the results as deviations from the 
average concerned. One set of deviations, however, may be in 
terms of linear units and another in terms of production. More
over, even with foremen's estimates one man may bunch his 
estimates together rather closely, whereas another may scatter 
them over a considerable range. If two foremen give the same 
average rating of 60, but one p!aees every man between 30 and 90, 
and the other rates some as low as 10 and as high as 110, an indi
vidual who is rated 30 by the first is doubtless inferior to one rated 
30 by the second. Hence it is necessary not only to consider how 
much a given rating deviates above or below the average rating 
made by that foreman, but also to consider that deviation relative 
to the general scatter or variability of that foreman's ratings. In 
determining suoh seatter or variability it is not sufficient merely to 
consider the range - i.e., the highest and lowest figures given by a 
fo~n; but it is necessary rather to ascertain how much his rat
ings in general deviate from the average. A simple procedure in
volves computing the deviations and averaging them. A brief 
illustration is given in the first part of Table XIII. 

Suppose the 5 men whose names appear in the first column re
ceive the ratings by a foreman indicated in the second column. 
Adams is rated 30; Andrews 50, etc. The average rating is 60. 
Adams's rating of 30 is 30 less than this 50, or his deviation is - 30. 
Andrews's rating of 50 deviates from the average to the extent of 
- 10. Similarly, Briggs is 30 above the average; Brown does not 
deviate at all, hence his deviation is 0; and Doe is + 10. These 
deviations appear in the third column. If we now neglect the signs 
and average these deviations, we have 16 as the average deviation. 
As its name implies, it indicates how much on the average the dif
ferent scores deviate from the average score. If we turn in the 
second part of the tahle to the ratings of these same workmen by 
II second foreman, we sec that they likewise have an average of 50, 
but it is obvious that they scatter more. Computing the average 
deviation in the same way, we obtain 36, just twice as much as in 
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the first case. This gives a quantitative expression for the greater 
,.aeatterin the second case. 

, 
TAllLl! XIll. lLLUS'l'RATlNG AVEllAGlI: DEVIATION ANl) STANDAl!J) 

DlI:VIA~ION 

RATnnl 'DZlVlATION 
DBVllTlON 

RATING DEVIA.'I'ION IhwuTJON W......,. AT ...... ...... 
SQUAlUCD 

BY SECOND PBOM _ (lQ'C'.ABIlD 
FOdM4N AVElU.QJI Foll.EW,\N Av ..... 

Adams ... 30 -30 900 10 -50 2IiOO 

Andrews. 00 -10 100 00 -10 100 

Briggs ... 90 30 000 30 -30 000 

Brown ..• 60 0 0 120 60 3600 

Doe .... ~ 70 10 100 90 30 900 

Total .... 300 80 2000 300 180 8000 

Average. 60 16 400 60 36 1600 

Standard deviation 20 40 

• 
In IllOst statistical work, where interest is in the variability or 

lCatter of a series of mea.sures, it is customary to use the "standard 
deviation" rather than the average deviation. This is obtained 
as follows (cf. the last column in each part of Table XllI): Instead 
of throwing away the signs as above suggested, the deviations are 
squared, thus automatically making all signs plus. For instance, 
Adams's deviation of - 30 squared gives 900i Andrews's deviation 
of - 10 squared gives 100, etc. These squares are then totaJed giv
ing 2000, averaged to get 400 and the square root taken to give 20 
for the standard deviatUm. This is the same sort of measure lIS the 
average deviation, but it hae the advantage that it fits into the 
mathem.atica.! theory of probability and actually occurs in the equa
tion for the normal frequency curve (in/ra). Ita computation by 
the above method becomes tedious when a 1arge number of in. 
dividua.!s are involved, but statistica.! short cuts are available. 
(498, 603.) 

Returning now to the significance of a rating of 30 assigned by the 
lint foreman compared with a. ratin& of 30 by the second: Adams is 
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rated 30 by the ~ fomnan and Briggs is rated 30 by the second. 
What is their relative ability! In both instances 30 indicates a 
workman below the average and in both instances he is 30 points 
below the average; i.e.., his deviation is - 30. But it is ob.-ious that; 
Adams stands lower in the estimation of the first foreman than does 
Briggs in the estimatioo of the serond, beeallse the first foreman's 
ratings do not scatter 88 milch and henre - 30 rep,..,.,..ts a relatiwly 
larger de..-iation. The best way to express this fact is to take the 
ratio of the deviatioll to the standard de..-iatioo. H the rating of 
- 30 made by the first foreman is divided by 20, his standard 
deviation, ..., have -1.5. This means that; Adams is rated below 
the awrage by an amount equal to 1.5 of the standard de..-iatioo. 
Taking Briggs's rating of 30 or deviation of -30 given by the se<ond 
foreman and dividing it by that foreman's standard deviation of 40, 
..., have - .75. This means that Briggs is rated belo .... the average 
by an amount equsl to .75 of the standard deviation. These 
figures of - 1.5 and - .75 show the relative signifi ..... re of the same 
mting of 30 when made by two foremen who haR a different vari
ability in their ratingS. 

When estimates are eonverted into the above form of deviation 
divided by standard deviation, they are directly """"""",Ie, if it is . 
• "S',med that the ratings made by each foreman folio .. a normal 
&eqllency eurve.. This is the type of oune obteined in most cases 
where a large number of pen;ons have been meesured in 8IlIIle men
tel or physical charaeleristic. The majority of persons soore near 
the average and the farther ..., deparl from the average in either 
direction the fewer indiridusls we find. The method of obtaining 
the cu:rve ..... be made cleec by an adueI example. &ores made 
by about 2-lOO college freshmen in an intelligenre test are 88 follows: 

J studont......,. bet._ !OIl ud _ poinlll 
S studonlll ....... bet._ 190 ud 199 poinlll 

15 • • 11;0 - 189 • 
SS - - • 170 .. 179 • 
SS • - • 160 • 169 • 

lOS - - • ISO - 1511 • 
ISO • - - UO - U9 -
181 - - - 130 • 139 -
I5G - - - HO· HII • 
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To plot these data in the form of a frequency curve (see Figure 1) 
, we layoff these scores aJong the base line and for each erect a per-
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pendicular at the point corresponding to that score, the height of 
which is proportionaJ to the number of students making that score. 
Beginning at the extreme right of the curve for the score 200---209 we 
erect a perpendicular of height 1; for the score 190-199 we erect a 
perpendicu1ar of height 3 (these scarcely show in the figure); for 
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the score l!ID-189 we erect a perpendicular of height 15; for the 
score 170-179 a perpendicular of height 35, etc. The line joining 
the tops of these perpendiculars constitutes the frequency curve. 
In actua.i practice the perpendiculars are usually omitted. This 
frequency curve shows the trend above mentioned, that there is a 
prevalence of mediocrity and that the number decreases as we go 
above or below the average. Hence this curve is approximately a 
normal frequency curve. Most l'llrVes show minor irregularities 
like the present one but the general treftd is usually obvious. The 
ideal type of curve is smooth like the heavy one indicated in the 
figure. If we know the average and the standard deviation of III set 
of data it is possible to derive the equation of the curve and plot a 
smooth one such as that shown. Foreman's ratings and production 
figures yield approximately this same sort of normal frequency 
curve. A given set of figures may be plotted to note whether they 
approximately conform and if they do so the theory of the normal 
frequency curve may be applied to the data. 

The equation of the normal frequency Curve is known and it is 
a function of the standard deviation; i.e., the s!andard deviation 
occurs in the equation of the curve. The properties of the curve are 
such that it is possible to tell what proportion of the individuals fall 
between the average score or rating and any other score, providing 
this latter is conve:-ted into terms of standard deviation. Let us 
recur to the preceding example of the two foremen each furnishing 
an average rating of 60, but the first having a standard deviation 
(expressed by IT) of 20 and the second having a standard deviation 
(IT) of 40. Using these figures, we may plot the two normal fre
quency curves shown in Figure 2. The ratings occur along the base 
line and the height of the curve at any point represents the propor
tion of the men receiving the corresponding rating. It is to be 
noted that both the curves have the same general shape, but the 
upper one is much steeper than the lower. This corresponds to the 
fact that the first foreman has a smaller variability in his ratings
i.e., he bunches them together. Let us now express the scores along 
the base line in terms of standard deviation (IT). In the case of the 
first foreman a rating of 80 represents a deviation of + 20, and, in
asmuch as the standard deviation is likewise 20, this rating repre-' 
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sents a rating that is above the average by an amount equal to the 
standard deviation or it may be expressed as + ". In the case of the 
second foreman, a rating of 100 represents a deviation of 40, which 
is just equal to the standard deviation and 90 may be expressed 
simiIarly as + ". In the case of the first foreman, a rating of 100 
has a deviation of 40, which is twice the standard deviation and may 
be expressed as + 2 ft. Similarly with the second foreman a rating 
of 140 is + 2 ft. The same procedure holds with the ratings less than 
the average. The first foreman's rating of 40 deviates from the 
average in the negstive direction by an amount equal to the stand
ard deviation, and hence may be expressed as - fT, while his rating 
of 20 is less than the average by an amount -equal to twice the 
standard deviation (- 2ft). 

The equation of the nonna) frequency curve now tells us (by the 
use of calculus) that between the perpendicular erected at the 
average and that erected at + fT is found 34 per cent of the area of 
the curve (see figure). This means thatM per cent of the foreman's 
ratings faIl between these limits. Hence we may say that 34 per 
cent of the ratings made by the first foreman faIl between 60 and SO, 
while 34 per cent of the second foreman's ratings faIl between 60 
and 100. Similarly, we know that between a perpendicular erected 
at the 'average and one erected at + 2,fT is found 48 percent of the 
area of the curve. This means that 48'per cent of the ratings made 
by the first fOfllllllloll faIl between 60 and 100, while 48 per cent of 
those made by the second foreman faIl between 60 and 140. A 
workman who is rated l00,by the first fOreJ)1Sn is actuaIly exceeded 
in ability by only 2 per cent of all the men that foreman has rated, 
while a man rated 140 by ,the second foreman is likewise exceeded 
by only 2 per cent of the men rated. Hence those two workmen 
have the same ability in the estimation of the two foremen. Like
wise a man rated as SO by the first foreman is ~e same as a man 
rated 100 by the second because each of them is exceeded by only 16 
per cent of the group (i.e., 50 per cent minus 34 per cent). Similar 
reasoning would apply to men rated 90 by the first and 120 by the 
second, for both represent + 1.5 fT and are exceeded by only 7 per 
cent of the group. The same reasoning applies to the ratings below 
the average. A rating of 40 in the first instance is equivalent to one 
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of 20 in the second, because both are - tS and indicate that the 
individual is superior to only 16 per cent of the group. 

It is now obvious that two ratings that deviate from the average 
by the same proportion of the standard deviation are equivalent. 
They are both located at the same point on a norma! frequency 
curve and indicate the same remti ve standing in the estimation of 
the foremen concerned. Thus, if we convert original ratings or 
measures into these terms they are directly comparable, because 
being a certain fraction of the standard deviation above the average 
in the estimation of one foreman is the same thing as. being that 
same fraction of standard deviation above the average in the esti
mation of the other foreman. In other words, we have reduced the 
measures to common terms, namely, their location on a norma! fre
quency curve, and all norma! curves have the same characteristics. • 

Exactly the same procedure may be followed with production 
figures or any other criterion that may be put in quantitative form. 
A person who is twice the standard deviation above the avere.gs in 
production is exceeded by only 2 per cent of the individuals, just as 
a person who is twice the standard deviation above the average in a 
foreman's opinion is' exceeded by only two per cent of the indi
viduals. This technique, of course, assumes that the data follow a 
norma! frequency curve. This assumption wonld be absurd with 
five cases, as in the above example, which is simplified merely for 
illustrative purposes. However, if a reasonable number of indi
viduals are involved, the assumption may be made for practical 
purposes and will make the measures more nearly comparable than 
if they are treated in some arbitrary fashion. When measures have 
been converted into this form, it is then possible to average the 
different measures for a given workman. . 

Recurring to the previous example, we may take the deviations 
of the first foreman's ratings and divide each by the standard devia
tion, do the same for the other foreman's ratings and then average 
the two converted measures for each workman. The results are 
given in Table XIV. Each of the deviations for the first foreman is 
divided by 20, giving - 1.5 for Adams, - .5 for Andrews, etc. The 
deviations of the second foreman are each divided by 40, giving 
:- 1.25 for Adams, etc. The two converted measures for each work-
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man are comparable and can be validly averaged. Adams's two 
converted ratings of - 1.5 and - 1.25 are averaged to give - 1.37 
in the last column. Andrews's two values of - .5 and - .25 give an 
average of - .37. One of Briggs's converted ratings is + 1.5 and the 
other is - .75. The algebraic sum of these is + .75 and the avet
age + .37. These averages that occur in the last column give the 
final figure that is to be taken as the criterion for each workman. 
Production figures or other quantitative criteria can likewise be con
verted into this form and then all the available figures for each work
man averaged to get his final criterion. If a 'few ratings are missing 
here and there, the remaining ones can be validly averaged for the 
man concerned because the omission of a rating, for instance, by a 
lenient foreman will not unduly penalize that man. The lenient 
foreman's ratings are all converted to these relative terms so that 
they are not in their final form any more lenient than the ratings of 
another foreman. 

TABLII XIV. CONVEllSION or TH1!I RATINGS OF TABLII XIII "'"TO 
'l'mws 01' STANDARD DEVIATION 

D .... • Dovu. A'YmlAoa 
DrnA- no" a. .... Dovu· 'I'ION 0 ..... a. .... DIVIDD tmm .. w ....... ;~ 

"0>< BY BY .. ON 
BY 

CON-_MA", SocoND nowAv nBT8D ...... fir..,." ... Fo......,. ...... fir ......... M ..... Dzvu· OIlVU.-
nOIf (20) '1'1011 (40) ..... 

Adams ..•.... 30 -30 -1.5 10 -50 -1.25 -1.37 

Andrews ..... 50 -10 - .5 50 -10 - .25 - .37 

Brigga ••..... 90 +30 +1.5 30 -30 - .75 + .37 

Brown ...... . 60 0 0 120 +60 +1.50 + .75 

Doe •.......• 70 +10 + .5 90 +30 + .75 + .63 

Average ...... 60 60 

The foregoing technique makes it possible to obtain a miscellane
ous set of criteria and combine them into a single measure for each 
individual. They are all reduced to common terms, and even the 
omission of some estimates or other criteria in the case of BOme 



THE CJp:TERION 169, 

individuals will not appreciably vitiate the results. This combined, 
criterion can then be used in the project of developing tests to 
predict capacity for a given occupation. 

StlMMABY 

The criterion is an index of occupationaJ proficiency which is used 
in evaluating the tests designed to predict that proficiency. It 
should be derived as carefully as possible because the tests are de
vised with a specific view to correlating with the criterion and if the. 
eriterion itself is inaccurate the entire project is likewise. In order 
to &.void wa.sted effort, it is advisable to insure &.t the outset the ulti
mate &.va.i!&bility of adequate criterion data.. 

Estimates as to ability in the job by an employee's superioI'll 
constitute &. frequently used criterion. This estimate may involve 
dividing the workers into two groups, but this procedure has little 
sta.tistical value. It is better to select two groups at the extremes 
of &.bility, but is better still to have &. considerable number of groups 
80 that the criterion may more nearly represent a continuous gr&eJa... 
tion from best to worst. The estimate may aJao be made by rank
ing, i.e., alT&llging the workmen in order from best to worst. This 
method, however, assumes that the differences between adjacent 
ranks &.re equa.! and often obscures an outstanding instance of 
superiority or inferiority. Estimates on &. linear scale &.re proba.bly 
more desirable than the preceding. The name of each workman is 
followed by &. line of coneta.nt length. The rater makes a check 
mark at some point along this line to indicate his judgment. The 
farther from the left the mark is placed, the greater t)J.e &.bility 
indicated and a measurement of this distance gives the criterion. 
As &. guide to the rater the blank may be divided into columns or 
have descriptive adjectives or phra.ses at various positions along the 
line. The reJisbility of such estimates should be a.scerta.ined by 
correlating two sets of ratings made by the se.me foreman on dif
ferent occasions or by correlating the ratings made by one foreman 
with those made by another. 

Another, and perhaps, in the long run, better, criterion consists 
of production figures. After aJI, production is the thing which it 
is ultimately desired to predict. In many industrial oPEtr&.tions 
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records of8ctuaI production per unit time are readily available. 
There are, however, several factors that may operate to invalidate 
the production figures unless taken into account. One is the 
worker's attitude. H he has not done his best at his work, the 
production is not a true measure of his proficiency. This attitude is . 
aSsured to a much g,..,..ter extent in the case of pieCe workers than 
in the case of day workers. In evaluating such figures it is neces-· 
sary to ascertain if the units of production used for different workers 
are equivalent. H the men are not all making the same product, it 
is sometimes possible to adjust the figures on the basis of time-study 
records so that the units can be made equivalent and hence every 
one measured by the same standard. Allowance must be made for· 
extrimeous factors, such as temporary technical faults in the m&

chinery and the pace-setting· for the operation oy other workers 
collaborating with the man under consideration in a .. team." 
Absences from work influence the weekly production, so that it is 
better to reduce the figures to production per hour, but it is desir
able to average a great many hours to obviate chance errors due to 
health or fatigue. With the production figures as with the estimates 
the reliability should be determined by correlating production over 
one period with that over another. 

In addition to the foregoing there are miscellaneous criteria that 
are available in some instances. One of these is the quality of work 
ail indicated by amount passing inspection, breakage, accident· 
claims, or amount of material wasted. Another of these criteria is 
the amount of preliminary training given the applicant in a vesti- . 
bule school or elsewhere before being put on regular work or before 
being advanced to a particular kind of more complex job. LeJlgth 
of service and advancement in the firm give some notion regarding 
the proficiency of executives and others where it is difficult to obtain. 
other indications of proficiency. 

After the various criteria have been obtained, the problem arises 
of combiuing them into a single figure for each individual. If the 
data are in the form of ranks and are complete - i.e., if there is a 
rank assigned to each man in each criterion - it is a simple process 
to average the ranks assigned a given individual to get his combined 
rank. H. the rank data are incomplete the procedure of combi-
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nation is complicated. If the criteria are in quantitative fonn, such 
as estimates on a linear scale or production figures, the best pro
cedure is to convert, for eX&lllple, estimates by a given foreman into 
terms of the other estimates made by that same foreman. If the 
foreman's estimates are averaged and the standard deviation com
puted to indicate their variability or scatter, and then a given es
timate is converted into terms of its deviation from the average 
divided by the standard deviation, this estimate is then located 
definitely on a norm&! frequency curve for that foreman's esti
mates. It is necess&ry to BSSUme that the foreman's estimates 
confonn approximately to such & norm&! curve. If estimates of 
other foremen and production figures are converted' into simila.r 
terms, they are &II comparable because they are &II located on nor
ma! frequency curves and the properties of such curves are uni
versal. The measures are thus in common terms and can be validly 
averaged into a single figure. This combined criterion figure for 
each workman may then be used in the project of developing tests 
to predict occupational proficiency. 



CHAPTER VII 
THE SUBJECTS USED IN EVALUATING TESTS 

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

IN devising tests for vocational capacity or proficiency it is neces
sary to standardize them on a typical' group of individuals by com
paring test scores with the criterion. These persons used in 
evaluating the tests are technically termed "subjects." The 
problem naturnlly arises as to who shall be used as subjects for the 
project and there are several important considerations involved in 
their selection. In the first place, the subjects used in standardizing 
the tests should be typical of the appli<lSIlts for employment to 
whom the tests are ultimately to be given for practical purposes of 
prediction. Test standards obtained on college students, for in
stance, would be unsatisfactory for hiring unskilled laborers. 
Secondly, the incentive or attitude of the subjeets should be similar 
to that involved in the ultimate employment situation. If the test 
is evaluated on men who do not do their best, the standards will be 
too low for valid prediction of the capacity of men who exert maxi
mum effort when being tested with reference to employment. In 
the third place, the previous experience or t,-aining of the subjects 
should be taken into consideration. It is possible that some of the 
tests will measure factors that are influenced by a man's industrial 
experience, although they purport to measure innate capacity. In 
the fourth place, the availability of the criterion must be consid
ered. If it is not forthcoming at the outset, the entire project 
will be delayed or perhaps vitiated altogether. A further pro
blem arises if a limited group of men of a given sort is to be 
tested, i.e., if some selection of subjects is involved. One must 
determine how many subjects are necessary and how they are to 
be selected. Finally, there are several miscellaneous factors to be 
considered such as age, sex, sensory defects, and literacy of the 
subjects. 
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APPLICANTS FOB. EMPLOYMENT AS SUBJECTS 

Typical of subsequent applicants. There are two possible fields 
from which to select the subjects. Applicants for employment may 
be tested as they are hired for the job in question, or employees who 
are actually working at that job may be used. The former would 
seem at first glance to be the logical subjects for the project. They 
are quite typical of the men to whom the tests are ultimately to be 
given for employment purposes - in fact they represent exactly the 
same class. The only difference is that. the applicants tested at the 
outset are an expelimental group and their employment does not 
depend on their test accomplishment, whereas with the later appli
cants the test may actua.lly determine whether or Ilot they are 
hired. The applicants in the first group, however, need not know 
this fact. The general situation in the employment office where the 
tests are given will be quite similar with the experimental group and 
with the subsequent applicants. 

Incentive. In testing applicants the attitude of the subjects is 
likewise of a desirable sort. Inasmuch as they feel that their em
ployment depends to some extent upon their efficiency in the test, 
they will doubtless have a maximum incentive. This is highly de
sirable because we have previously seen that the only way to keep 
incentive constant is to keep it maximum. H the expel in1ental 
applicants and the subsequent applicants both have this maximum 
incentive their results are directly comparable. 

Previous training. With applicants the uniformity of thei~ 
previous training with reference to the job in question is apt to be 
greater than in the ease of employees. Sometimes, of course, it is 
desired to measure actual trade proficiency rather than potential 
capacity. Usually, howev!'r, we are dealing with occupations for. 
which previous preparation is of little value, for the job involves a 
new set of specialized operations which the man must be taught, such 
as building a tire. The psychologist's interest is not in what train
ing a man has had, but in the innate capacities - attention, motor 
coordination, or reaction time - that will enable him to make a 
good tire-builder after he has had requisite instruction at the plant 
concerned. Whereas the employees may have had some of the 
abilities that are measured by tests modified somewhat by their 
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work on the job in question, tbe applicants are homogeneous in this 
respect, as they have had no experience of this sort. 

Delay of criterion. The foregoing facts indicate the desirability 
of having applicants at the employment office as subjects on whom 
to standardize the tests. There is one very serious drawback, how
ever; namely, the criterion will not be available for a considerable 
time. H the men are tested when hired, it is necessary to wait 
weeks or months to detetmine whether they are good or poor in the 
job. This obviously delays the entire program of evaluating the 
tests by comparison with the criterion. In the majority of cases 
this one disadvantage outweighs the advantagee of using applicants 
in the evaluation of occupational testa. 

EMPLOYEES AS BUBlECTB 

Incentive. Employees are more frequently used in such pro
jects. The question of attitude and incentive is, of course, more 
serious than with applicants. But in the chapter on test technique 
devices were suggested for controlling this factor. The wording of 
the test instructions may be such as to impress upon the subjects 
the importance of doing their best. Their cOOperation may be en
listed or they may be effectively motivated by appeals to pride or by 
competition. 

Previous training. Inasmuch as the employees will have behind 
them different lengths of service on the job in question, the problem 
of what the test measures is more acute. Does a particu1ar test 
Ineasure a man's innate capacity which made him potentially a 
good or poor workman at a given job or does it measure traits that 
have been modified by his training in that job? The general theory 
of employment tests is based primarily on the first of these alterna
tives, because applicants come to the office with no experience in the 
job in question and it is desired to detetmine whether they have the 
innate capacity that will enable them to succeed. Hence it is im
portant to detetmine whether the test measures this sort of thing. 
The simplest way to obtain this information is to correlate the tests 
in question with the length of service in the job. H, for instance, 
the men who have been for a long time employed as tire-builders do 
better on a certain motor cOOrdination test than do those more 
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recently hired, this indicates to some extent t,pat the function meas
ured by the test is influenced by experience at that particular job. 
The logical thing is then to discard that particular test. There is 
also another alternative that is comparatively satisfactory. If all 
the employees used as subjects have had a very considerable experi
ence in the particular job so that they have very definitely reached 
tIieir maximum efficiency in the job, the presumption is that they 
have likewise improved in the test function as much as they ever will. 
Consequently, their results are comparable with one another rather 
than being vitiated by the fact that one man has had more training 
by which to profit than has another. Even then, however, this 
group would score more highly than would a group of applicants 
and some discount would be necessary in setting a test standard for 
the latter. It is desirable then at the outset to select tests which 
measure innate capacity. The psychologist is familiar with tests 
in which the subjects after relatively little practice reach their. 
maximum efficiency. Practice in the test itself would surely im
prove the function in question as much as practice in the job, and, 
if it can be demonstrated that after a certain amount of practice on 
the test itself, subjects do not improve appreciably, and if that 
amount of practice is given to those taking the tests, it is reasonable 
to consider the results valid regardless of length of service. The 
latter is then of concern only in evaluating the criterion. At any 
rate, it is necessary to consider carefully whether the tests measure 
innate or acquired capacity and make the appropriate adjustments 
as above suggested. 
. Availability of criterion. With reference to the criterion it is, of 
course, obvious that this can be almost immediately obtained, when 
dcaling with employees. This makes it possible to start ai once 
the procedure of comparing test score and criterion. Such methods 
as are developed from this procedure can then be put into effect at 
an early date. If a psychologist is employed to establish such 
methods of selecting employees, it is probably better to sacrifice the 
slightly greater reliability obtained by testing applicants in the 
interest of avoiding delay and of getting something of practical 
value. started as soon as possible. 
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SAlIIPLING OF SUBJECTS 

Number desirable. Assuming, then, that a group of employees in 
a given job are to be used for evaluating the tests, there arises the 
problem of whom to test. The first consideration is how many 
to include. In occupations which involve a relatively small number 
of workers, say not over fifty, it is desirable to test them all. H, 
however, there are several hundred, it is often advisable to take a 
sampling, i.e., to select some who will be typical and base the 
results on them rather than to go laboriously through the entire 
group. From the standpoint of the management the fewer em
ployees taken away from their work the better, provided equally 
valid results can be obtained. No arbitrary minimum number can 
be laid down. From the statistical standpoint there is, of course, 
no danger of getting too many. As the number of subjects in
creases, the correlation between test and criterion approaches more 
nearly to the true correlation that would be obtained with an un
limited number. H the correlation is obtained with a small group 
and the procedure repeated with another group, the second result is 
liable to di1fer quite considerably from the first. A few anomalous 
individuals in one or the other instance may be sufficient to throw 
the results out considerably. With larger groups this is less apt to 
happen because the anomalous cases will be to a greater extent 
absorbed by the law of averages. A point exists in a given project, 
however, at which the addition of further numbers of individuals 
does not improve matters to any considerable extent. It is possible 
to determine this empirically in correlating a specific test score with 
the criterion by computing the correlation with say fifty individuals, 
then with sixty, then with seventy, etc., until the addition of ten 
more makes little di1ference in the correlation. Often, however, the 
psychologist has to state in advance how many men he will need 
and stick to his statement. In actual practice one occasionally sees 
reports of research based on as few as ten individuals. This is 
probably too small a number to be very valuable. Thirty or forty 
sometimes prove fairly satisfactory, but it is probably desirable to 
get at least fifty and preferably more. No definite minimum 
number can be specified, but it is doubtless better to err in the 
direction of toe many rather than too few subjects. 
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Sampling by foremen. If a sampling is to be made there are 
various possible methods. The foreman may simply be asked to 
send over fifty of his men on some convenient schedule. This lets 
the foreman make the selection and it is a dubious prooedure. On 
the one hand, he may be governed in his selection largely by con
venience and send men who can be most easily spared at a given 
time. This not infrequently would mean that the poorer men were 
chosen. On the other hand, he is liable to go to the opposite 
extreme, wishing his department to make a good showing in the 
tests, and send only his best men. Either of these prooedures is un
satisfactory because what is desired for statistical purposes is the 
entire range of ability. There is need for the good, the average, and 
the poor in order to determine how the different degrees of occu
pational ability compare with a.bility in the tests. A correlation c0-

efficient computed when the range of one Yariable is restricted - as 
in the present case with only the good workers instead of all degrees 
of ability - is smaller than that coefficient will be if the entire 
range is included. Unless elaborate fonnulm are used for correct
ing this coefficient (272, ee5), it is apt to be misleading. 

Sampling by the psychologist. It is far better for the experi
menter to make his own sampling. He can then insure that the 
entire range of occupational ability is represented in the data. If 
he is making the selection in adVllnce of the criterion, he had best 
secure a list of all the men from whom the selection is to be made 
and then take them alphabetically or else write their names on 
cards, shullle the cards, and pick at random the desired number. 
This chance prooedure will in the long run insure a "normal" dis
tribution of ability. If the criterion is available before the testing 
is undertaken, the foregoing prooedure may still be followed or else 
the selection may be made with a view to getting a normal distribu
tion. The peychologist can select a rather large number of em
ployees near the average score in the criterion, smaller numbers 
above and below this average group, and still fewer numbers as the 
extremes are approached. He will have to be governed 80mewhat 
by the actual appearance of the data in detennining just which 
ones to select and will have to exercise considerable judgment, but 
if familiar with normal frequency curves he will have little dim-
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-culty in selecting a group whose criteria distribute in normal 
fashion. 

After a sampling has been made, the men on the finaI list can be 
examined at times that are mutually most convenient for all con~ 
cerned. The scheduling of tests will, of course, depend on the local 
circumstances. In this connection, however, it is well to provide 
an alternate for each man or at least an alternate who may be substi
tuted for anyone of several because of contingencies that may arise. 
A few of the men on the original list may leave before their turn 
comes or they may be put on the night shift for a few weeks so that 
it will be necessary to test instead some alternate of approximately 
the same occupational ability. 

JIISCELLANEOUS FAcroBS 

SeL There are a few other factors that should be taken into 
eonsideration with reference to the subjects involved in a research 
of the above sort. Workers may be of either BeL In the majority 
of cases all the workers on a given joh will be of the same sex and of 
eourse no problem arises. H the tests are standardized on men and 
used for hiring men, the sex problem is not germane. There are 
instances, however, in which both men and women are employed in 
the same job. H there is a sufficient number of each sex it is 
probably preferable to evaluate them separately just as if they were 
two separate jobs from start to finish. From the standpoint of the 
criterion there is a danger that foremen or forewomen will use some
what different subjective standards in rating subordinates of their 
own sex or of the opposite sex. There is also a possibility that the 
time-study results will be influenced by various notions regarding 
the relative competence or industrial value of the sexes. From the 
standpoint of the tests themselves there is likewise the possibility 
that the scores will be influenced by mental sex differences. Psy
chologists are at present uncertain regarding these. Experimental 
evidence shows that sex differences in actual ability of the sort 
usually measured by mental tests are slight. (248.) There are 
recent indications, however, that while differences do not exist in 
the field of ability they do exist in the reaIm of interest, attitude, 
audemotion. (328.) Most of the experimental data on sex dif-
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ferences are based on pupils in college or school with whom nothing 
particular was at stake in taking the tests. It is possible that under 
the more stimulating conditions of eXI\JDjna,t,ion in an employment 
. office differences of this more subtle character may influence the 
results. At any rate, there ~1S nothing to be lost by 80 separate evalu
ation of the sexes and there is 80 possibility that error may be thus 
avoided. 

Age. Another factor to be considered is the age of the subjects. 
If·there are certain mental capacities that do not reach their maxi
mum until relatively late in life, or if there are others that begin to 
decline relatively early, these may make a difference in test·results. 
Consequently, in testing persons in their teens or well along in 
middle life, it is desirable to consider whether the test under con
sideration appreciably reflects the age faetar. 

;M:any tests have been standardized on persons of different ages so 
that it is possible to plot curves showing how proficiency in the test 
varies with the subject's age. A few typical results are shown in 
Figure 3. The figures along the base line represent age. To make 
the curves comparable the average score attained by subjects of a 
given age is reduced to a per cent of the maximum average score 
made by any age (in most of the available instances this maximum 
score is for age 18). These per cents are r lotted by locating a point 
directly above the given age on the base line at a distance from the 
b_ line proportional to the per cent in question. For instance, at 
age 6 the score in tappiJ,g is about 61 per cent of the maximum at
tained at age 19; at age 7 this per cent has'risen to about 66. The 
curve for logical memory begins at age 8 with 70 per' cent of the 
m&ximum score; at age 9 this has increased to 79 per cent. The 
heavy straight line indicates the per cent that a given age is of 18. 
This heavy line shows the progress to be expected if development in 
the various capacities measured is directly proportions.! to age. The 
data are taken from vanous sources involving different groups of 
persons and different numbers in the groups and include averages 
for each age based on boys and girls combined. While other experi
ments and different treatment of data might show somewhat dif
ferent results, the present curves are probably sufficiently typical 
to indicate certain trends. 
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The curves all show obviously a general rise with advancing age. 
They do not all manifest, however, the same oonsistent rate of rise. 
MuscuIa.r strength as far as indicated by the grip increases oon
sistently from year to year. Rate of tapping does likewise, al
though the curve is not as steep; and in the later teens it approaches 
more closely to maximUm proficiency. This BUggests that im
mature workers are more suited to work requiring rapid muscular 
movement than to work requiring muscular strength. Different 
kinds of inemory show varying rates of increase with age. The 
simple tote memory measured by memory span (cf. example 23, 
Chapter IV) rises steadily to its maximum at age 17. Logical 
memory, however - i.e., memort for ideas in ~ story that is read -
reaches its maximum lit about age 13 and remains practically 
constant thereafter. Memory for disconnected words shows 1\ 
period of little progress in the early teens followed by a subsequent 
jump. Consequently, in giving memory tests to young employees 
or applicants some types of test will presumably be vitisted by the 
age of the subjects unless allowance is made, while with other types 
this will not be the case.. A free association test likewise has a 
period of little progress followed by a subsequent !'ise. 

These curves are typical of the differences obtained with other 
kinds of tests and indicate, with subjects who are not adults, the 
desirability of taking account' of age. It is obviously possible for 
some applicants to obtain a score which from the standpoint of pre
dicting their ultimate proficiency in the job will be unfair, because 
at the time of testing their immaturity is oonducive to a lower score, 
In such a project it is desirable to study the scores made by persons 
of various ages in a given test and determine at what age improve
ment due to maturity ceases. 

Turning to the other end of the age scale there is a similar possi
bility that a person will make a lower score in the test because of his 
advanced age. In one instance a number of tests were given to 
subjects of varying ages up to 40. The average sCores made by 
subjects of each age group appear in Table XV. Each group in
volves about 100 individuals. With the first three tests there is 
little difference in the average soores made by subjects of different 
ages. In the case of the substitution test (similar to example 14, 
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TABLJI xv. AVERAGII TEar ScORIIS FOB GROUPS o. DnIIlWill\iT AGm 1 

~ B ..... "" ""..,25 25..,30 30.., .. .. .., .. 
Completion ..•• 31 3:1 32 32 34 

Opposites •••..• 12 12 11 12 12 

Word-buildiDg •. 10 "10 9 10 12 

Substitution .•. 68 54 60 58 r/1 

• From HolliDgworth and Poff_. A"pW ~. by... . ·on 01 D. AppIetoq 
aDd Compau,y. New York. 

Chapter IV) there is a drop of about 16 per cent from" the earlier 
to the later ages. It appears that this particular mental characte!-
istic shows the effects of senescence earlier than the characteristics 
involved in the first three tests. It is quite possible that there are 
many other tests in which the scores will be appreciably changed 
by age when still well within the.age limits involved in industrial 
work. 

Sensory defects. Marked sensory defects will make the tests 
worthless. If verbal directions are used, a partially deaf person 
will be at a distinct disadvantage and may not be able to under
stand at all what is wanted. In a test administered individually or 
to a sma1l group, this condition will probably be noted by the 
examiner and proper adjustments made. Visual defects are like
wise serious. H a man holds the paper in different positions with 
apparent effort to focus his eyes upon it, the fact is obvious. Some 
men likewise will mention the fact that they left their glasses at 
home. But defects of a less marked degree may nevertheless haw 
an effect in decreasing a person's speed of reading so that his test 
score does not reBect his actua1 ability. In lieu of ocu1ar exarnjn .... 
tion it is well to ask the subject if he has ever had any trouble with 
his eyes. " 

Literacy. One final point should be considered regarding the 
IIIlbjects - their literacy. ~y of the tests used are verbal in 
character and require that the subject be able to read. The general 
etatus of the subjects can probably be ascertained from the employ
ment department or by a casua1 survey of application blanks. U: 
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the literacy·ofa subject is so low as to handicap him fu.'taking the. 
ordinary tests, recourse must be had to tests of the performance 
type or at least to tests that involve only isolated numbers or letters. 

BmDlABY 

In selecting the subjects on whom to evaluate the tests that are to 
be used in predicting the potentia.l efficiency of prospectiveem-· 
ployees, it is possible to use either applicants or present employees: 
The applicants have the advantage that they are typical of the 
group on whom the tests are ultimately to be used. They likewise 
have maximum incentive in taking the tests, as their job is more or 
less at stake. Their results are not influenced by previous experi
ence on the job in question. Their outstanding disadvantage, how
ever, is that it is necessary to wait weeks or months until they have 
demonstrated their ability or inability in the job before the criterion 
is available. H present employees are to be used the criterion is 
available at once. Incentive is not as effectively insured and special 
effort must be made to provide it. It is also possible that some of . 
the tests are actually influenced by experience on the job, i.e., meas
ure some acquired proficiency rather than innate capacity. This 
can be ascertained by correlating test scores with length of service 
and if a high correlation is found such tests may well be discarded. 
The most common procedure is to use present employees as subjects 
on whom to standardise the tests. 

In some jobs that do not have many employees it is well to use 
the entire group as subjects in developing predictive methods for 
that job. In other cases it is necessary to make a selection or 
sampling of the group. It is theoretically desirable to have a suf
ficiently large number so tha.t the addition of others will not ap
preciably change the results. It is advisable to have the sampling 
done by the experimenter rather than by the foreman. He may 
make it purely random or, knowing the criterion in advance, may 
make it in conformity with a normal frequency curve, i.e., com
prising more men of average ability and a decreasing number as the 
extremes of ability are approached. It is important for the sample 
to cover the entire range of ability. 

Several other factors should be considered in some situations. 
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Workers of the two sexes should preferably be evaluated separately. 
Test sco ..... of persona pas\ middle life should be interpre\ed with 
caution because some aspectB or mental efficienc:y decline with age. 
Likewise tests given to persona in 1heir teens should be rarefuIly 
scrutinized because of the demonstrated fad that proficienc:y in 
lIJIIle testa reaches ib! mujrnnm IlL as early an age as 13, while with 
othen; maximum proficienc:y does not occur till 18 01" 19. Defects 
of vision or bearing may vitiate the resUls if they psss unnoticed. 
Fmally, the literacy of the subjects ofWI imP"""" limitaiiona OIl the 
types or test used. 



CHAPTER VIII 
SPECIAL CAPACITY TESTS: TOTAL MENTAL SITUATION 

PREVIOUS ch"pters have discussed the methods of devising and 
administering ment:tl tests, of obtaining the criterion and selecting 
subjects upon whom to standardize the tests. We now turn to the 
application of the foregoing principles to the actual employment 
situation. It will be recalled that in the introductory chapter the 
fundamental principle was laid down that it is necessary to evalu
ate the tests devised for predicting success in some particular oc
cupation by comparing efficiency in the tests wi th efficiency in the 
occupation. This procedure muet be followed with every occupa
tion for which tests are desired. 

While this general principle applies throughout all such problems, 
there is a considerable difference between jobs in their mental re
quirements and the corresponding types of test that prove success
ful. Recurring to the classification given in Chapter IV, we may , 
subdivide the problem into (1) tests or measures of capacity or 
aptitude and (2) tests or measures of proficiency. The former 
functions are presumably innate and the latter acquired. In the 
former we are concerned with such inborn capacities as attention, 
memory, or intelligence in so far as they make a man a potentially 
good tire-builder, even though he has never seen a roller or core, 
while in the latter we are endeavoring to measure a man's present 
ability as a carpenter or his ability in some other trade that he has 
learned. The first of these problems, that of innate capacity or oc
cupational potentiality, is the larger problem. It may be further 
subdivided on the basis of special capacity, such as attention, 
memory, reaction time, and general capacity or intelligence. 

In devisiDg tests of special mental capacity for predicting vo
cational aptitude, there are two common methods of approach from 
the standpoint of the selection of tests. On the one band, the 
entire mental situation involved in the job may be reproduced in a 
Bingle test. For instance, with street-car motormen it is possible to 
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arrange a continually changing visua\ environment to which the 
person must make appropriate reactions and keep about the same 
attitude of sustained attention and of discrimination between im
portant and unimportant things that is involved in actually driving 
a car. On the other hand, the work may he analyzed into the men
tal components involved and these measured separately. For in
stance, an aviator may need good sense of equilibrium, quick re
actions, and emotional stability. It is possible to measure these 
components and combine them subsequently into a single score. 
The present chapter will be concerned primarily with the first of 
these approaches, namely, reproducing the total mental situation 
involved in the job. It will also discuss certain preliminary steps 
and certain statistical treatments of results that are equally ap
plicable in approaching the problem by way of the mental com
ponents of the job. This latter procedure, however, will be pre
sented in detail in Chapter IX. 

PRELIMINARY PROCEDURE FOB TEST RESEARCH 

Estab1ishment of rapport with those in authority. The foregoing 
. discussions of tests and criteria have been of rather general and 
theoretical scope. A few words are in order regarding the pre
liminary steps that may be of importance to a psychologist embark
ing upon a practical program of personnel research in an industrial 
concern. It is unwise to enter the office at eight o'clock some Mon
day morning, give the stenographer some blanks to mimeograph, 
and send a rating blank to the foreman of the wood-heeling depart
ment requesting him to write in the names of his men and return 
the ratings by noon. The foreman may not appreciate what it is aU 
about and be unwilling to coOperate, and the psychologist may be 
making a mistake in starting with the wood-heelers or even in study
ing them at aU. The first introductory step in undertaking such a 
project is to get in proper rapport with those in authority in the 
concern. While a few of the executives who have lieen instru
mental in authorizing the work may know something about it, the 
other executives and foremen may be distinctly at a loss to under
stand what is going on. It is well, then, to meet aU those who will 
be in any way concerned with the project and whose coOperation. 
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may be -needed, either individually or in groups, and to discuss with 
them methods and plans. Perhaps the personal experience of the 
writer in initiating such a project wi\l afford a sufficiently typical 
illustration, although, of ccurse, one must adapt himself to the local 
situation. The executives, foremen, inspectors, and practically all 
-those in authority whose ccoperation was needed had an informal 
club which was designed to promote esprit de curp8 and to provide a 
forum for discussing various problems of the industry. Fortunately 
this club had a regular meeting the dlLy after the writer arrived and 
he was scheduled as the speaker. It was thus possible to present 
the matter to the entire group at once. A brief discussion was 
given of psychology in general and certain notions regarding pseudo
psychology - which was the only kind of which the majority had 
ever heard - were dispelled at the outset. The importance of 
psychology in industry and particularly in employment was 
brought out with illustrative material from the army work and from 
other industriaI studies. The experimental standpoint was stressed 
and the fact that tests are not devised by inspiratioD or omniscience 
and immediately put into the employment office, but that they 
must be tried out on employees whose ability in the job is known. 
This led up to the importance of the estimates of occupational 
ability that would be needed. The men were shown how the value 
of the entire project depended on the accuracy of these estimates 
and hence that they themselves were just as important as the 
psychologist. The cards were laid on the table, so to speak, and the 
men were shown how they cculd vitiate the entire project if they 
wished. Furthermore, it was brought out that the final results 
would not be infallible and that the most the tests cculd hope to do 
would be to predict the probable success of a man who sccred high 
in the tests, and that while in the long run more of those with high 
BCCres wi\l doubtless be successful than of those with low sccres, 
there are bound to be occasional instances in which a man who gives 
every indication of the requisite capacity for good work fails to 
come up to expectations. It is important to drive home this point 
to the businessman because he is prone to attach undue significance 
to a dramatic instance in which the tests fail, and give insufficient 
consideration to those instances in which test sccre and occupational 
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success coincide. This tendency to note the striking, and neglect 
the typical instances of relations between things is one of the out
standing fallacies in popular reasoning and accounts for many of 
our superstitions and other groundless beliefs. The foregoing 
presentation of principles was, of course, made in terminology with 
which the men were familiar, and the psychologist made a very 
definite effort to "seU" them the theory and also to seU them him
self and his program. 

The next step in estab1ishing rapporl was to have all these men 
take some tests. The management authorized and arranged for 
this and was incidentally interested in the mental status of all those 
in executive positions. But the testing had the further advantage 
of familiatizing them all with the nature of tests. Some had been 
thinking in terms of bumps on the head, and to take a pencil and 
themselves to mark a test blank was illuminating. A rather wide 
range of tests (comprising about two hours) was given them in 
small groups, starting at the top of the organization and working 
down. Consequently, if any one demurred he could be told that 
"so-and-so" higher up than he had previously been tested. There
after, when anyone of them sent in his subordinates for examin .... 
tion, he was in a position to give them a general notion of the situ&
tion they were to meet, with a view to allaying their fears, and he 
could assure them that he himself had been through it and survived. 

Personal orientation. So much for getting the proper rappqrl. 
The next introductory step Was for the psychologist to get oriented 
himself. The most obvious necessity was to go over the plant 
thoroughly and to become familiar with the operatio!lS in all parts. 
An extensive trip was made under the supervision of one familiar 
with the entire plant and then considerable time was spent in
dividually in going about and observing various departments more 
in detail. In this way it was possible to get one's bearings and to 
obtain some notion as to where the big problems lay that were ame
nable to psychological solution. For instance, in the mill room men 
were breaking up and washing crude rubber. This was obviously a 
job that required little intelligence and merely enough ability to 
keep one's hands out of the roUers. It appeared doubtful whether 
tests for that kind of work would be profitable. On the other hand, 
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pressmen were noted watching gauges rather closely and controIIing 
the pressure while the tires were being cured. This appeared to call 
for rather special ability and might form an interesting psychologi
cal problem. However, furtber observation revcaled that there 
were only a haIf-dozen such men in the plant - obviously too few 
for statistical purposes. The same thing was true of the calender 
men feeding the machines that attached a layer of rubber to a layer 
of cloth. The building and finishing departments, however, each 
had some fifty or more workers performing fairly complicated 
operations. This looked offhand like a place where profitable 
psychological research might be conducted. Truckmen were hanl· 
ing trucks about the plant with rubber in various stages of com
pounding or tires in various stages of being built on heavy cores. 
This work apparently could be done by an animaJ under a little 
supervision and did not appear to offer a profitable field for in
vestigation. A lot of youngsters were handing out stock, i.e., look
ing at a tag and then going to the place where the stock was 
"booked" and bringing back the proper kind - apparently a job 
that required some memory with enough general ability to follow 
directions. There were likewise a considerable number of these 
workers and here again there seemed to be promise of interesting 
experimental results. So it went throughout the plant. This kind 
of observation was valuable in getting the proper point of view, in 
becoming familiar with all parts of the plant and with the termi
nology, and especially in ascertaining where psychological methods 
might be applied with some hope of success. It also promoted the 
proper attitude on the part of all concerned as the psychologist was 
seen about and his face became familiar so that there would be less 
emotional disturbance later when men came to be tested. Mor .. 
over, it was in the line with morale to discuss problems with for .. 
men on the actual spot where the problems arose. A few other 
things were important in getting this personal orientation. Data 
on labor turnover were run down to see where the most serious 
difficulties from the standpoint of the management lay. The 
methods of keeping the payroll and the like were s.tudied with a 
view to the possibility of getting production criteria.. The general 
organization was studied to fiod who was responsible for various 
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things, so that when anything was needed either in the line of 
supplies or executive orders the proper person could be approached. 

The foregoing preliminary considerations proved valuable in the 
case in question. Doubtless they are more or less typical of what 
would exist in other placea. The psychologist must, of course, 
adapt himself to the circumstances, and procedure that will be 
successful with one group of men and one type of organiMtion may 
fa.il with another. But he must definitely strive to get the members 
of the organiMtion to see his point of view and to understand at 
what he is driving so that they will coOperate. He must also be 
familiar with the plant so that he will not make false starts or mis
takes due to ignorance of operations or conditions. 

ANALTZING THE lOB WITI[ A VIEW TO SELECTING TESTS 

Observation of workers. Before it is possible to reproduce the 
total mental situation involved in the job or to devise tests for its 
mental components, it is obviously essential to find out what ele
ments are involved in the job from the mental and motor stand
point. There are several lines of approach for making such 
analysis. The psychologist may obtain a good deal of this infOI'lJl.a

tion by simply observing workmen at the job. If his training has 
been adequate, he is able to observe persons more closely than is the 
ordinary individual. In a psychological clinic an examiner must 
be on the alert for significant involuntary movements and traces of 
emotional instability. He becomet' accustomed to going beyond the 
mere verbal responses of the patient and to interpreting certain 
mental aspects in the light of what he does. Laboratory training in 
experimenting on normal individuals will also help in this respect, 
for the psychologist must watch his subject as closely lit' the chemist 
watches the reactions in the test-tube. Hence he will be in a 
position to note whether the workers are performing their tasb 
automatically or with apparent conscious effort, whether they have 
to attend only to one thing or to distribute their attention to a 
number of things simultaneously, whether they have to exercise a 
certain amount of judgment or whether the decisions are made for 
them, whether they apparently take advantage of any rhythm in 
the operation and so on. He will also note various other more ob-



SPECIAL 'CAPACITY TESTS 

jecuVell8peCts of the wo~k, such 118 whether it involVes ~rge or 
mnaJl muscle groups, whether the time taken to make the motions is 
en.tical, whether the men use near or distant vision and whether they 
have to remember numbers, symbols, or facts. The psychologist, 
in short, by virtue of his training will watch the man rather than the 
machine and will try to analyze the operation from the standpoint 
of the operator. This type of observation then will contribute 
materially to the discovery of thc factors which it is most essential· 
to include in the mental testing project. 

Questioning workers. Further information may often be ob
tained from the workers themselves. It is usually worth while, un
less the individuals are of a very low intellectual order, to talk their 
work over with them. It is certainly out of the question to give 
them a questionnaire regarding their work, but a personal interview. 
will often yield valuable results. In an interview it is possible to 
adapt procedure to the 'circumstances and to follow a lead when it' 
arises. For instance, one may ask a workman what he thinks about 
during his work. It may then develop that certain aspects of the 
job reqUire a good deal of attention. A worker may be apparently. 
making very effective reactions to the machine without effort, but 
will testify that he has to keep "on his toes every ininute," thus' 
indicating the importance of ability to sustain attention. A partic- . 
ular delicate motion may be made with apparent ease, but the man . 
will state that he has to "brace himself from his feet up every time" 
in order to hit' the hole, indicating that a high degree of coordina-' 
tion is necessary. If the worker is asked what he finds most difficult' 
ahout his work, he may, for instance, suggest that he has to be very 
quick or else" get left." The value of the information obtained in 
this way will depend largely on the skill of the person interviewing 
the worker. It calls for tact and patience because workers are: 
liable to he skeptical and hesitate to talk about their work.. The 
interviewer must also be sufficiently familiar with the operation to ' 
talk to the workman in his own language. If skillfully handled, . 
however, this procedure will often yield information of value. 

Questioning executives or foremen. The information obtained 
from the workers should be supplemented by questioning their . 
superiors. These latter naturally give the objective sort of in-; 
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formation that the psychologist himself gets from observing the 
workers, but the executives and foremen may have been observing 
the workers for years and have discovered aspects of the job which 
would escape the psychologist in his briefer observation. Further
more, foremen have often worked at the job themselves previously 
and can see it from both standpoints. It may be feasible to ask the 
foreman or executive to make out a list of the traits which he con
siders essential for work of this IIOrt, or to describe in detail the 
qualities of a good worker. It may IIOmetimes be desirable to go to 
the foreman with a list of traits or qualities and ask him to indicate 
the ones that are most important in the present connection. Such 
a list should not be taken, of course, at its face value, but may very 
well be LlSed as a starting-point for further personal discussion. It 
is sometimes illuminating to get two foremen together and have one 
"hire" the other, i.e., stage an employment interview. This may 
yield information of positive vaIue or quite the reverse, as in an 
experience of the author's in which it developed that a machinist's 
proficiency is judged largely by the kind of set of tools that he 
claims to possess. A good startiog-point for interviewing a foreman 
is to ask what is most frequently the trouble with a man who fails to 
make good at the particular type of work in question. The reply 
that he does not put his mind on his work suggests the desirability 
of using some sort of a test for sustained attention. The statement 
that he is too slow indicates the possibility of using a test that in
volves reaction time. The procedure to be followed depends upon 
the individual foreman. As a rule there will be less difficulty in in
terviewing him than in interviewing the workers, for he will be on 
the inside and will understand the nature of the whole project. 

Personal experience. It is often advisable for the psychologist 
to try the job himself. He may have had some laboratory training 
.in self-observation and thus be able to note subtle aspects of the 
mental state during the job that would otherwise be overlooked. 
He will see for himself just how difficult it is to coOrdinate, what 
initial adjustments of attention are necessary, what judgments are 
involved, how far estimates of space or time are crucial, and to what 
extent quickness of reaction is essential. It will be illuminating, 
anyway, to see the job from the inside. The psychologist who did 
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an extensive piece of research in connection with methods of select
ing taxicab drivers started in by driving a cab himself for a few 
weeks. Although it may not be desirable to pursue a job till • 
high degree of skill is obtained, the undertaking of the initia.lstages 
of learning may contribute information of value. 

Previous job analysis. This preliminary psychological analysis 
is not exa.ctly the sa.me as the procedure of job analysis which is 
discussed in Chspter XV. The latter is often more comprehensive 
than thst .bove outlined and involves such things as the following: 
The exa.ct duties involved, the working hours, the genera.! con
ditions of work with reference to posture, temperature, and hszards, 
physica.l qualifications such as strength, vision, or hearing, educa.
tion, previous experience, .mount ~f judgment and supervision in
volved, as well as such things as speed or .ccuracy. The ordinary 
job analysis is made by trained interviewers who go over specific 
topics with workers or foremen and write up the occupational 
description on the basis of these interviews. Such specifications 
often involve, however, many things thst are at least by implica.
tionof a psychologica.l character, and if such specifications are avail
.ble for an occupation the investigator beginning a project of 
developing mental tests for thst occupation will doubtless find the 
specifications of considerable value. They may not be entirely 
adequate, especially if made by a person without psychological 
training, but they will probably call .ttention to some facts that 
the psychologist might overlook in his own preliminary analysis. 
He will natura.Ily go more directly .t the psychologica.l aspects of 
the job. Perhsps the idea.! situation is thst in which both kinds of 
information are used. H the job analysis results are avaiIable, the 
psychologist may well take them as • starting-point and then 
proceed still further with the specifica.Ily psychologica.l aspects of 
the job. When his final conclusion is rea.ched as to the mental 
factors involved in the occupational situation, he is ready to develop 
a test or tests for those factors. 

By way of illustrating the analysis of a specific job and develop
ing a test therefor, a study of hand-feed dial machine operators will 
be cited. (337,11S.) Other tests of this type will be described later 
in the chspter. The present one will be discussed more in detail in 
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order to iIlusbate the various steps involved in the developmental 
pro<edure. These band-feed dial machines have a seri ... of holes in 
a rotating table.. These holes must he kept filled with material tJW 
is to he sUunped. 'The operat.or bas a supply 01 materisl and. as 
the empty hoi ... pass by the point nearest to him, he inserts the 
material in the propel" holes. Analysis 01 this openotion by the 
~ mentioned abo"" indicated that it seemed to in""'"" 
rather sustained attentioo toward a particular point 00 the dial and 
the adjaeent portions in the direetion from which the empty holes 
__ It also in""'ved rather close eoiirdination 01 eye and hand in 
hitting the hole~. Morea...,.., there was a sort 01 bodily 
rhythm in feeding the marhiDP. as it was driYen aotomatieaDy IUld 
the holes passed at OODStant rate. In this ....., it proved feasible to 
devise a single tt'St which reproduced this whole mental situation. 
In other instances, to he described in the next chapter, it is prefer
able to measure the different mental ...... ponents 01 the job 
separately. 

BEPRODUCI'IOlf or '!'DB 'I'O'I'AL JIElrrIi".u. SlTUA.TlON 

S~ lIS. compIezity. Afterana1ysis such as the foregoing the 
next step is to reproduce the wboIe situation as r... as possible.. 
This DeftSsitates some device tJW will get the subject into about 
the same mental attitude that he would ha.-e in the IIcluaI job. In 
the development of apparatus for such pulllOI!!eS there are a nUlllbel-
01 things to bear in mind. One should not oompIieate the apparatus 
needlessly. l\lille this does no harm it is unnecessary and in""'....,. 
nseIess expense and efforL Frequently a rather simple devi"" ..... 
he made which will give exactly the same effect, as would a mucll 
more oompIicated machine, as far as the mental_ of the subject 
is concerned. This point is partieularly pertinent beeau....., the 
apparatus at the ouwt is purely experimentallUld may be """'PP"'i 
if it fails to gi.-e results which ""neIate "ith the eriterion. 

Adaptation aI. ezistiog appuatns. Another SOIIle1I'bat simiW point 
is that it is often possible to use or adapt esisting apparatus rather 
than to develop something entirely new. 'The psychologist bas 
opportunity to exercise MDsiderable ingenuity in adapting such 
things as an old phonograph or typewriter \0 his purposes. 
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Recurring to the illustration of hand-feed dia.! machine operators, 
a large meta.! disc was mounted on the cha.."Ilis of a phonograph 
which drove it at constant speed. Near the margin of this disc were 
two slots of regulable size. Beneath one point where these slots 
passed was a funneL The subject was provided with steel baJls 
which he dropped through the slot into the funnel where they were 
recorded by a mechanicaJ counter. It was possible to vary the 
speed of revolution or the size of the opening. BaJls which did not 
go through the slot rolled to another opening where they were 
recorded separately. It will be seen that the whole device was 
relatively simple and utilized some existing piece of apparatus 
rather than building up,an entirely new mechanism for supporting 
the rotating slot. This was highly desirable, particularly at the 
outset, because there was no assurance at all that the apparatus 
would be permanently used. 

Subjective liS. objective simiIarlty. It should not be assumed 
from the foregoing that in reproducing the tota.! menta.! situ
ation it is necessary actually to reproduce the job on a minia
ture scale. It is the subjective rather than the objective similarity 
between test and job that is important. For instance, in a test for 
street-car motormen it was not necessary to provide a toy car and 
toy pedestrians. Red and black numbers appearing in different 
positions at a window in the apparatus were used to produce the 
rapidly changing menta.! situation involved in driving a car, and the 
menta.! aspect was quite similar to that involved in actuaJ practice, 
a.!though objectively the materiaJs were dissimilar. 

Fool-proof. In devising such a test, the principles discussed 
in Chapter V should of course be observed. A test for tota.! menta.! 
situation generally involves some form of apparatus rather than a 
printed blank and is perforce an individua.! test. It is essentiaJ 
with tbis sort of test to insure its fool-proof character technically. 
There should be no way in which the subject can beat the apparatus 
either through cleverness or stupidity. n, for instance, a motion is 
to be made in only one direction, this can be insured by using a 
ratchet arrangement so the other direction is actually impossible. 
In the test for diaJ-machine operators the size of the slot was such 
that two balls could not be inserted at once. Any that failed to go 
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through into the funnel roned to one side and were caught by an 
apron. Such points as these must be carefully observed in order to 
avoid a subject's making a higher score than be ought or a totally 
unreliable score by some means which circumvents the experimental 
situation. 

Objective scoring. Again, in this type of test the method of 
scoring should receive especial consideration. It is nndesirable to 
have the performance one in which the examiner must judge 
qualitatively by observing the subject, but mther one which yields 
some quantitative measure of proficiency. This will nsually be in 
the form of quantity of work done per unit time or time taken for a 
certain amonnt of work. In the above example a mechanical 
connter in the neck of the funnel recorded the number of balls 
suceessfully dropped into it; another counter on the disc recorded 
the number of revolutions or the maximum number of balls that 
could have been dropped through it. It was then possible to note 
the actual per cent of efficiency in directly quantitative form. This 
was far more satisfactory than it would have been to eliminate the 
connters and determine by watching the subject whether his per
formance was good or otherwise. 

GIVING THE TESTS TO WORDmS WHOSB CRlTEBION JS AVAILMILB 

Separate laboratory liS. laboratory in the shop. When tests for 
the total mental situation have been devised as the result of analysis 
the next step is to evaluate them by giving them to a group of sub
jects and correlating test scores with the criterion. One of the lim 
problems that arises here as well as in the test for mental com
ponents (infra) is to decide nnder what conditions the tests should 
be given. There are two tendencies in this respect - to have a 
labomtory or testing-room separate from the factory proper or to do 
u.e testiog under conditions closely approaching those in the shop 
- perhaps in the shop itself. Psychologists differ in their predilec
tion for these two methods. The advantage of the former is that in 
a separate labomtory there is more quiet and less distmction by the 
noise of machinery. It is possible to set up the apparatus in more 
permanent form. The room may be locked so that things will be 
nndisturbed. The room may be likewise fitted with tables for tes'-
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ing small groups. In favor of the latter alternative it is urged that 
the workers are in a more natural situation and less apt to have 
emotional disturbances such as they would get in coming to a 
separate laboratory. Moreover, they can be obtained somewhat 
more easily, as it is only a few steps from their work and they can 
be taken when they come to a good stopping-place. Sometimes a 
small room adjoining the shop is equipped for this purpose or some
times a small portable affair of beaver board is constructed which 
can be set up in any department and is large enough for a table, 
chairs, and requisite testing equipment. (337,6e.) This factor 
of avoiding undue nervousness on the part of the subject is perhaps 
more critical with women operatives tban with men, particularly if 
·the examiner is a man. Some go so far as to have the laboratory 
in the shop and to leave the door open so that the forelady can 
" chaperon/' 

The writer is inclined to favor the separate laboratory rather than 
the shop laboratory. The advantages of quiet, more flexible 
experimental set-up and permanency outweigh for him the more 
natural surroundings for the subject and the convenience of the 
subjects in going to and fro. The writer has tested many women 
operatives in an isolated laboratory and never appreciated the need 
of a chaperon. H the proper introductory steps have been taken 
so that the entire plant knows something about what is going on, 
there is little shock when a person comes to be tested if proper tact 
is used. The usual procedure, moreover, is to precede the tests 
proper with a "shock absorber" test which is not scored at all, but 
which merely gets the subject into the proper attitude and takes off 
the novelty of the situation. Furthermore, inasmuch as the tests 
are ultimately to be used to examine applicants in the relatively 
quiet employment office rather than in the factory, if present em
ployees are tested in relatively quiet conditions their results and 
those of subsequent applicants should be comparable. 

Mention should be made again at this point of the desirability of 
determining a test's reliability (cf. p.136). H this has not already 
been established, it is desirable in the present situation either to give 
the test twice (in a different form if necessary) to each subject or 
else to provide for separate evaluation of different parts of the test. 
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It is then po6Sl"ble to note whether those who make a high score in 
one part do likewise in the other, thus ascertaining whether the test; 
is reliable. 

COBllELATlON o. TEST SCORE WITB CBlTERION 

Mter the tests have been given to a group of subjects and scored, 
the next step is to compare the test scores with the criterion in 
order to determine whether those who are efficient in the tests are 
efficient in the job and I1it:8 __ This makes it po6Sl"ble to state 
whether the tests are valid and can be subsequently used with 
applicants to predict their occupational efficiency. The corre1ation 
procedure to be discussed in connection with tests for total situation 
will be equally applieab1e to the tests for OOIIJponenta to be dis
cussed later. 

Various methods are avai1able for indicating this correspondence 
between test scores and criterion. The method that is to be used 
will be determined somewhat by the form in which the criterion is 
obtained. H it is possible merely to have the workers grouped into 
two c1asses, good and poor, or two classes at the extremes of ability, 
about all that can be done is to compute the average test score made 
by each group. H the good workers make appreciably higher scores 
on the average than do the poor workers, this indicates something. 
But the result is not in a form that will enable one to make a very 
definite prediction of occupational efficiency. H an applicant ia 
given the test, about the only statement that can be made is that 
his test; score ia a certain amount above or below the average made 
by the good 'workers and it will be impo6Sl"ble to state how big a 
chance is being taken in hiring him. What is ultimately wanted is 
some indication of the probability of occupational SUccesll on the 
basis of the test scores. This goal necessitates the computation of 
corre1ation coefficients. The preeent procedure is 90 far inferior to 
corre1ation procedure that it will not be discussed further. Every 
effort should be made to obtain the criterion in such a form that 
corre1ations can be computed. 

. Rank-clliference method. The technique of corre1ation has al· 
ready been mentioned (p. 29). It aims to derive a quantitative I 

expression of the tendency for two variables such as test; and job to 
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be related so that those who score highly in one are apt to score 
highly in the other and vice _so. One common method of cor
relation consists of ranking the individuals with respect to each 
variable and then noting the differences in rank. We may call the 
best person in the test 1, the next best person 2, the third best 3, and 
similarly the best one in the job may be called 1, the next best 2, the 
third best 3. If then for each individual we note the difference 
between the two ranks assigned him we may get some notion of the 
correlation of the two variables. For instance, if a\l the differences 
are sma\l it shows that a person is ranked about the Same in both 
test and job, while if the differences are large this indicates con
siderable discrepancy between persons' rankings in test and job. 
From these differences it is then possible by appropriate formulm 
to compute a coefficient which will indirate the closeness of relation 
between efficiency in the test and efficiency in the job. Several 
examples are worked out by this method in Appendix I (examples 
I-V), which illustrate not only the method of computation, but also 
how the correlation coefficient expresses quantitatively the close
ness of the relation. When there is a perfect relation the coefficient 
is 1, while if there is no relation at a\l it is o. It may even .take on 
negative values as large as -1, indicating that the better a person 
is in one respect the worse he is in the other. 

Products-moments method. The rank-difference method has 
the drawback mentioned in the previous discussion of ranks that it 
assumes that the first person is just as superior to the second as the 
Second is to the third. This often obscures extreme tendencies 
that ought to be considered. The correlation procedure devised to 
meet this contingency is called the "products-moments" (i.e., 
products of deviations) method. It determines essentially whether 
deviations from the average in one variable are accompanied by 
corresponding deviations in the other, i.e., whether a person is 
about as far above the average in one respect as he is in the other 
and vice _8a. It is necessary to compute these deviations from 
the average for each individual measure, to get the products of each 
pair of deviations and to perform some other computations. Ail 
example is worked out by this "products-moments" method in 
Appendix I, example VI. 
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Scatter plot. The foregoing -methods aTe often quite tedious 
when a considerable number of individUBIs are involved. More
over, it is sometimes desirable, with a set of test scores which are 
being correlated with a criterion, to observe whether there are many 
individUBIs who are poor in the job, but who nevertheless do well in 
the tests. From a small correlation coefficient alone it may not be 
evident whether the lowering of the coefficient is due to such indi
vidUBIs or to pelSODS who are good in the job, but poor in the test, or 
to both kinds. Hence it is sometimes desirable to present the 
relation graphicalIy. This makes it possible to discover at a glance 
any particularly anomalous cases, such as the predominance of 
pelSOnB who are poor in the test, but good in the job. It is possible 
also with the data in this graphic form to compute a .. producte
momente" coefficient by ehorknt methods. 

CriteriOD 

1-10 11-20 21-30 81-40 41-60 61-60 61-'10 71-30 81-00 91·100 

46-50 C 

41-45 R G 

36-40 HJ 

31-36 I L 

26-30 F B P 
21-25 K 
16-20 E AQ M 
11-16 0 

6-10 D T S 

1- 6 N 

This graphic method involves the construction of a .. scstter 
plot." The procedure is illustrated in Table XVI and Figure 4. 
The table gives the test scores and criterion scores for 20 workmen 
A, B, C, etc. It may be noted that the test scores range approxi
mately from 1 to 50. In this particular instance this range is 
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TABLIII XVL DA1!A. TO ILLUBTaA.TJII TIIl!I SCA'lTIIII>-PLOT MEmo» or 
CoBllELA.TlOlf 

w"""""" TmTScoo' c.....BIOH 

A 17 36 

B 28 44 

C 49 88 

D 6 4 

E 20 22 

If 29 24 

G 42 97 

H 36 73 

,I 32 54 

J 40 79 

X 22 54 

L 32 77 

M 16 52 

N 3 12 

0 14 33 

P 28 65 

Q 18 37 

R 41 72 

S 9 25 

T 8 13 

. 

• 

, divided into 10 classes and the rows of the chart laid oil' accordingly, 
For instance, in the bottom row are to be placed men who score 

I between 1 and 5 in the test; in the next to the bottom row are to be 
placed men who score betw~en 6 and 10 in the test. Similarly, the 
criterion scores range from approximately 1 to 100 and are likewise 
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divided into 10 classes and the columns of the,chart labeled accord
ingly. In the first column are to be located men who score between 
1 and 10 in the criterion; in the next column men who score he
tween 11 and 20. The choice of exactly 10 classes is not essential. 
In actual practice anything from 10 to 20 classes proves satisfactory. 
We are now ready to plot the data of Table XVI in the appropriate 
rows and columns of Figure 4. Workman A has a test score of 17, 
which locates him in the row marked 16--20; his criterion is 36, 
which places him in the column headed 31-40; there is only· one 
compartment of the table determined by this row and this column, 
and consequently A is written in this compartment. Similarly, 
B's test score of 28 puts him in the 26--30 row; his criterion of 44 
puts him in the 41-50 column; only one compartment is determined 
by this row and column, and B is written in that compartment. 
In the same way all the other individuals are plotted. In actual 
practice letters or names are not entered in the chart, but merely an 
"x" or check mark of some sort. If many entries occur in a given 
compartment, they are subsequently replaced by a single figure 
which gives the total number of entries. 

A glance at Figure 4 shows a rather definite tendency for the 
entries to scatter more or less along a diagonal line - from the 
lower left to the upper right corner. Those in the lower left corner 
are poor in both test and criterion, while those, in the upper right are 
good in both respects. In general, the farther to the right a person 
is located, the nearer the top of the chart he is located; i.e., the 
better he is in the criterion, the better he is in test score. This 
indicates a high correlation between the two variables. With a 
scatter plot like this, it is possible by short-cut methods to compute 
the actual products-moments correlation coefficient. In the present 
instance that coefficient is .90. 

By way of comparison two other scstter plots are given in 
Figure 5. The class intervals are not indicated, but merely the 
general trend of the distribution shown. Each dot represents an 
individu...J. The chart at the left involves a negative correlation. 
It is to be noted that the entrie~ scatter roughly along a diagonaI 
line from the upper left to the lower right corner. This means that 
those who are high in test score tend to be low in the criterion and· 
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f1ia I/eI'8tJ. The general trend is exactly the reverse of that shown in 
the preceding figure and yields a large negative correlation, whereas 
the former case yielded a \arge positive correlation. The other 
chart in Figure 5 shows the kind of a scatter plot resulting from 
data with a very small correlation. It is obvious that the entries 
are scattered at random in the plot and there is no tendency at all 
for high scores in one variable to go with high scores in the other . 
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Low High Low High 
Criterion Criterion 
r= -.87 r =.08 

Flo. 5. Sc.a.TI'EB PLoTs I'OB A LARGE NEOATIVB AND .oB A. SHALL 
CoBBELATION 

Methods such as the foregoing afford the best approach to the 
problem of the relation of test scores to criterion. The particular 
method used will vary with the nature of the data and the statistical 
or computing equipment available. Work of the highest order 
usually demands a products-moments correlation coefficient in the 
fina1 evaluation of the two variables. Whether this is computed by 
dealing with the actual scores or by plotting them first does not 
make so much difference unless one is interested in locating 
anomalous cases. The main point is to obtain the best possible 
quantitative expression of the validity of the test, i.e., the tendency 
to which high test scores go along with good ability in the job and 
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via """oa. In the example of dial-machine opemtors above men
tioned the correlation between scores in the test and piece-work 
earnings was approximately .50. This is only a fair correlation, but 
indicates some validity for the test. 

Regression equation. It is rather conventional practice after a 
correlation has been worked out to derive a "regression equation." 
This is simply an equation that expresses eriterion in terms of the 
test and is of the form: 

X=bY+C 

where X is the eriterion or ability in the job and Y is test score and 
C is a constant term. The b term is proportion8\ I to the correlation 
between criterion and~. This equation gives us the best 
estimate that we can get as to ability in the job on the basis of the 
test. H, for instance, the equation proved to be X = .6 Y + 20 
and a given applicant for a job scored 80 points in the test, we 
merely substitute 80 for Y in the equation, thus: X = .6 X 80 + 20 
or X = 68. This means that 68 points in the eriterion is the best 
prediction we can make as to his ability. The equation comes out, 
of course, in whatever terms have been used to obtain fie eriterion. 
H the latter was obtained in earnings per hour, the equation will 
predict the most probable earnings per hour, while if it was in terms 
or ratings on a linear scale, the prediction will be in those terms. 
The prediction cannot be made, of course, with absolute certainty, 
but the equation gives us the best prediction that can be made with 
the available data. The closeness of prediction that can be made 
with correlations of different magnitude will be discussed later in 
the chapter. 

LIMITATIONS 01' TOTAL SITUATION METHOD 

A test for total mental situation has only one serious limitation 88 

compared with tests for the mental components to be discussed 

I The detailed formula fI: 

X-M.-r~(Y-M.) v. 
wbere tI. i, the standant deviation of the criterion IICOJ"eIII and tI .. the atandard 
deviation of teet acores. Ma iI the mean or averaae 01 thecriterio.o.lCOI8a8Dd JI. sa. 
averap of the teat; 1COree. 

) 
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8Ubsequently, and that is the fact that if the test shows a low cor
relation with the criterion all the work has been wasted. If a rather 
complicated device has been constructed and workmen have been 
obtained to take the test and then the final score fails to correla.te 
with ability in the job, it is necessary to begin all over again. This 
is often rather difficult to do in a particular industrial organization. 
If the men are called in again for further tests, they naturally 
wonder why they could not have bad these new tests at the outset. 
It gives the psychologist the appearance of not knowing what he is 
about. In the method of components, on the other hand, a con
siderable number of tests are given and separately correlated with 
the criterion. Those that show a low ciorrelation can be scrapped. 
Some, however, will probably show an appreciable correlation and 
can be used without the necessity of calling the men back for further 
exo.m;nat.ion. The former procedure amounts to keeping all the 
eggs in one basket, while the latter distributes them so that the 
prospect of an utter catastrophe is less. There are situations, how
ever, in which it is almost certain in advance that a test can be 
devised which will reproduce the situation and show an appreciable 
correlation with the criterion. In other cases it may be possible to 
obtain the subjects repeatedly without inconvenience. Sometimes 
the test for total mental situation may be given along with some 
tests for mental components. In all such cases the method is justi
fied. . 

BXAlIPLE8 

Motormen. A few other examples of tests designed to reproduce 
the total mental situation involved in the job will be described. 
Some of these, however, do not embady all of the principles laid 
down above. The classical example is Miinsterberg's test for 
motormen. (408,69). Analysis of the process of driving a street
C!1d' indicated that the operator bad to be alert t& the changing 
visual situation before him and bad to discriminate between the 
lengthwise traffic which was relatively harmless and the crosswise 
traffic which was a potential source of danger. Moreover, he bad to . 
note the character of this traffic - pedestrian, horse, or auto
mobile - in order to determine the probable rate of motion relative 
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to the track. This total situation WllS reproduced by a relatively 
simple device. An endless belt (a strip of velvet with cards at
tached to it) moved across a narrow window from the top toward 
the bottom of the window. Along the middle of this belt were two 
lines representing the track. There were four spaces half an inch 
wide, indicated by lighter lines, on each side of the track. In these 
spaces numbers 1, 2, and 3 were distributed. Black numbers 
indicated lengthwise traffic and red numbers indicated crosswise 
traffic. Number 1 represented a pedestrian and, if red, was sup
posed to move one space between the time it appeared and the time 
the car reached the point where the pedestrian was crossing. Thus, 
a number 1 in either zone adjacent to the track was dangerous, while 
in any of the other zones it could be neglected because the car would 
pass before the pedestrian reached the track. Similarly, number 2 
represented a horse-drawn vehicle and was supposed to move two 
spaces between the time of appearance and the time the car arrived. 
Consequently, such a number in the second zone from the track 
would be dangerous, but in other zones would be harmless, as the 
vehicle would either get across or not reach the track at all in the 
allotted time. In like manner number 3 represented an automobile 
and was supposed to go three spaces in the crucial time. Conse
quently, these numbers in the third zone from the track would be 
significant, but in other zones could be neglected, as they would 
eross in time. The subject taking the test moved the belt by turn
ing a crank himself and called out at every dangerous thing which 
appeared at the window. He had thus to discriminate the colors 
(direction of traffic), the numbers (nature of traffic), and the posi
tion of the numbers (location of traffic). In this way he WllS in much 
the same attitude of attention and discrimination he would be in 
actually driving a car, although he was operating a smaIl device and 
reacting to mere abstract symbols. The time taken WllS recorded 
with a stop-watch and the number of mistakes noted. These were 
combined into an arbitrary score and compared with the criterion 
- number of accidents in the man's service record. The method of 
scoring was not ideal and the statistieal treatment was not rigorous. 
Milnsterberg, however, reports & "far-reaching correspondence 
between efficiency in the experiment and efficiency in the actual 
service." 
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Gun-pointers. Another example of a test for total mental situa
tion is that devised f~ gun-pointers. (142.) The mental situa
tion involved is fairly obvious. The man has to keep his gun 
trained on the target by appropriate manipulation, and at the 
proper time fire or give a firing signal. It involves an eye-hand 
eoiirdination with a moving target. To reproduce this situation a 
small target was moved in a horizontal plane by means of a piston 
falling in oil. A lever a meter long had a small telescope mounted 
on it. The subject operated the lever to keep the hairline in the 
telesoope trained on the target. A pencil attaehed to the lever 
traced on a rotating drum the actual motion of the lever. It was 
possible subsequently to clamp the target to the lever and trace on 
the reoord the actua.I oourse of the target. These two tracings were 
then oompared by inspection. It would not be possible without 
much more elaborate technique to obtain a quantitative reoord. 
However, using mere qualitative impression there was sufficient 
correspondence between test results and efficiency in actual 
gun-pointing to warrant installation of the methods on several 
battleships. 

Aerial observers. A test for aerial observers was developed along 
these same lines. (141.) The observer is particularly concerned 
with the location of different objects on the terrain below him. To 
measure this capacity a set of aluminum plates was provided, each 
oontaining circular holes arranged in an irregular pattern. These 
holes were covered with colored paper and illuminated from behind. 
The &'~bject controlled this illumination himself by operating a key. 
He turned on the light, studied the pattern until he thought he 
knew it, and then immediately tried to reproduce it. If his effort 
was incorrect, he was instructed to study it further. Record was 
made of the time taken for study and for reproduction as well as 
the number of trials before a correct response was made. Then this 
pattern was shown several times during a series of others and the 
discriminative reaction time measured, i.e., the time in fractions of 
a second required to decide whether the pattern was the one pre
viously seen or was a different one. The observers were classed into 
three groups on the basis of their actual efficiency in aerial observa
tion and different aspects of the test compared with this criterion. 
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The clearest results were obtained with the discriminative reaction 
time. The average time taken by the best observers to discriminate 
that the pattern was the same as the one learned at the outset 
was .75 seconds, while for the other aerial observers it was 1.09 
seconds. Similarly, the times taken to discriminate that the pattern 
was different were .92 and .98 respectively for the two groups. The 
IICOres of the two groups overlapped considerably, but there was 
nevertheless BOme indication of the validity of the test. 

Miscellaneous examples. Several attempts have been made to 
reproduce in the laboratory the general situstion involved in flying 
an airplane. For instance, a chair was mounted so that it could 
rotate within a rectangular frame. This frame rotated in another 
larger one and this, in tum, in a third. By levers which controlled 
motors driving the shafts of the various frames, the subject who 
was strapped in the chair could turn it in any desired direction. 
Other devices involved complicated levers for tipping the chair or 
reacting to various signals or targets which were presented (cf.529). 
No results are available in which such tests were compared with 
actual efficiency in flying an airplane. 

A test for prospective lathe operators involved two large screws 
simiIar to the feed screws on a lathe mounted at right angles. (443.) 
The free end of these screws carried a member with a writing point. 
The subject, by turning these screws simultaneously, attempted to 
make the writing point follow a prescn"bed pathway and deviations 
from this pathway could be noted. This test shows fair agreement 
with proficiency in a college course in shop practice and when com
bined with some other tests yields a correIation of .55. 

Among the various tests for telephone operators have been some 
that involved a miniature switchboard. (349.) A more elaborate 
test for telegraphers involved learning five letters of the Morse code. 
These, then, were to be recognUed in various eombinatioos, at 
various rates and along with distracting sounds. (343.) 

A number of complicated elaborations of Milnsterberg's earlier 
test for motormen have been made. The signals to which the 
subject reacted were more varied as to location and distance. 
The subject was required to react in several different ways, some
times with actual controls simiIar to those used on a car and 
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sometimes with levers that involved about the same muscle 
groups without actually duplicating the standard controls. Other 
variations consisted of additional emergency signals which re
quired a particular reaction or of a rattle which could be intro
duced into the sound of a motor and which the subject had to 
detect quickly. The entire results were recorded automatically 
so that they could be analyzed at leisure with especial reference 
to errors. When performance in the test is compared with man
agers' judgments in one form or another the results in various 
studies have been shown graphicaRy to be of some significance or 
have been reported as "satisfactory." (218, 504, 513, 635, 661.) 

CRITICAL SCORES 

Mter tests for total mental situation or for mental components of 
the job have been devised and given to operativ&8 of known ability 
and the final correlation of test or weighted sum of tests with cri
terion determined, the problem a.rlsesas to just how the tests are to 
be used for employment purposes. 

It would not do to tell the employment manager, or the man who 
did the hiring: "Here is the regression equation to use for your 
general clerical help: X = 3 Y + 20." The reaction of the aver
age employment man to such a statement could easily be predicted. 
His real problem is whether or not to hire an applicant, and if men
tal test scores are available for that man they must be interpreted 
in easily understandable fashion. Although we may know that the 
test gives a fairly valid prediction of probable success in the job, we 
wish to know the probable success of the particular man. This in
volves the notion of critical scores, i.e., the determination of a score 
below which a person should not be hired because of lack of promise 
of success. This score must be based on the probability that 
persons who fall above it will succeed or that those who fall below it 
will fail. It is thus important to consider the tests from the stand
point of probability, for, as suggested previously, tests seldom 
predict with absolute certainty. Consequently, there are bound 
to be certain instances in which a person seems promising on the 
basis of the ·test but fails to come up to expectations. These dra
matic instances are apt to catch the attention of the management, 
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to the exclusion of the cases of correspondence. Hence it is desir
able to emphasize this probability aspect of the critical score 88 

soon 88 it is determined. 
There are two general methods of determining these critical 

scores. One is to compute the theoretical score in the job from the 
regression equation (d. p. 2(4) and perbaps to generalize this by 
dividing the range of test scores into a number of classes and com
puting the chsD_of occupational success for each class. The other 
is to compute the per cent of occupational au_ and failures 
above and below certain test scores. This procedure may often be 
bandled easily by graphic methods. 

Probability 01 oeenpatioaal success predicted &om a regression 
equation. As stated above, if we give a prospective employee a 
vocational test and aubstitute his score in the regression equa
tion, the result gives us the best possible prediction of his ability 
on the job that can be made with that test. The same reason
ing applies if we give him a series of tests and work out a more 
oomplicated regression equation embodying scores in several tests 
(d. next cbapter). The prediction is, as previously mentioned, in 
the terms in which the criterion was originally obtained such as 
sa1ary or ratings by foremen on a millimeter scale. But while the 
value given by the regression equation is the most probable sa.Iary 
or standing in the foremen's estimation, we are not sure that it is 
absolutely correct. 

When dealing with probabilities we do not hit the mark every 
time. To draw an analogy &om another field, if four coins are 
tossed the most probable result is two headsand two taiIs, but if they 
are tossed repeatedly this result will not always be obtained. Some
times there will be one head or one tail and occasionally all heads or 
all tails. In fact, if the coins are tossed 1600 times there will be 
approximately 100 cases of all heads, 100 cases of all tails,400 cases 
of one head and three tails, 400 cases of one tail and three heads, and 
600 cases of two heads and two tails. Thus the best guess as to 
wbat will occur in any given toss is two heads, but one cannot be 
absolutely sure of tossing it. However, one would rather bet that 
the result of any given toss would be two heads tban to bet that it 
would be three or four heads. That is, the actual values that would 
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be obtained if the event were repeated many times would average 
around the most probable value without always coinciding with 
it. This same principle applies to the probable value of the cri
terion computed from a regression equation involving mental test 
scores. H we had a large number of men who made exactly the 
same score in the tests and the regression equation indicated a value 
of $60 as the most probable salary, if we put these men to work and 
after they had learned the job tabulated their actual salaries they 
would average about $60, but some would be a little more and some 
a little less. While perhaps the majority would receive $60, there 
would be some who would receive $65 and about the same number 
who would receive $55. There would probably be others, fewer in 
number, receiving $70 and $50, with fewer still receiving lower or 
higher wages than these. In other words, the actual salaries if 
plotted in the form of a distribution curve would give the normal 
type of frequency distribution (cf. Figure I, p. 163) with the high 
point at 560, the most probable value, and with salaries above and 
below that occurring symmetrically and with decreasing frequency 
the more they deviate from 560 in either direction. That is to say, 
there is a certain error involved in estimating one variable from 
other correlated variables - in this case in estimating success in the 
job from the tests. This is termed the "standard error of esti
mate" and is computed by the formula "VI -,.. where .. is the 
standard deviation of the thing we are trying to predict, i.e., ability 
in the job, and r is the correlation between job and test. It will be 
seen that the larger the correlation, the smaller the error ·of esti
mate. With a high correlation between criterion and test one can 
hit the mark rather closely in predicting vocational ability on the 
basis of the test. With a low correlation there is a big chance of 
falling rather wide of the mark. 

It is possible to use these facts when a given worker is tested in 
order to determine his probable success. We can take his job score 
computed from the regression equation as the most probable value 
and then make a distribution curve with this as the average and 
with the standard error of estimate operating u.s the standard devi
ation of the curve. This is exactly the same procedure as that out
lined in Chapter VI. We can plot & normal frequency curve if we 
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know the average and the standard deviation of the measures or 
estimates. Then, if we layoff the base line of this curve in units of 
the standard deviation, we can determine what proportion of the 
cases fall between any assigned limits. (Cf. Figure 2, p. 165, and 
the accompanying discussion.) The "cases" in this instance are 
estimates of job score on the basis of the regression equation. Con
sider the smaller curve in Figure 2. Suppose that $60 is the most 
probable salary computed from the regression equation and that the 
standard error of estimate is $20. If this same result was obtained 
for a great many men, it is prohable that with about 34 per cent the 
aaIary would actually (after the man had learned the job) prove to 
be between $60 and $80, because between the average and a value 
greater or less than it by an amount equal to the standard deviation 
fall 34 per cent of the cases. Similarly, in 48 per cent of the cases 
the actual salary would fall between $60 and 5100 and likewise we 
should expect 34 per cent between $40 and $60 and 48 per cent be
tween $20 and $60. Putting it in another way, if a man's most 
probable salal'Yis found to be $60, the chances are 34 out of 100 tbat 
his actual salary will be between $60 and $80 and they are 48 out of 
100 that his actual salary will be between $60 and $100. On the 
other hand, there are 34 chances out of 100 that he will earn be
tween 540 and $60 and 48 chances that he will make between $20 
and $60. 

We can then decide whether to II take a chance" in hiring the 
man. Suppose anyone who will ultimately earn less than $40 is 
undesirable, the chances in the present case are 16 out of 100 (i.e., 
5IHl4) that the man will be in that class. Now, suppose in another 
set of tests which have a higher correlation with the criterion, the 
most probable salary is likewise $60, but the standard error of 
estimate is ouly 510. The probability is then 48 out of 100 that the 
man will actually earn between $40 and 560, because 140 is less than 
the average and by amount equal to twice the standard deviation and 
there are ouly 2 chances out of 100 of his being in the undesirable 
class of those who make less than $40. Thus, with this higher cor
relation and smaller standard error of estimate, we are taking only 
2 chances out of 100 of getting a poor man, while with the lower 
correlation and higher standard error of estimate we are taking 16 
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chances out of 100. This shows the desirability of high eorreJa.. 
tions on which to base the prediction of probable success in the job. 

Tables for probable distribution of occupational ability on the 
basis of test scores. The foregoiog method of taking the test scores 
for each iodividual applicant and then determioiog the probable 
distribution of his success io the job is often too cumbersome for 
the ordinary employment procedure. The same principles may be 
used for a given job io working out a general table which shows for 
various ranges of test scores the chances of attaioiog different 
degrees of proficiency io the job. Suppose we have 1000 workmen 
and we divide them ioto 10 groups on the basis of the tests - the 
best 100, thenextbcst 100, etc., down to the worst 100. Now, sup
pose we likewise divide them on the basis of their ability io the job 
ioto the best 100, the next best 100, etc. It is then possible to take 
the best 100 io the tests and note how many of them are io the best 
tenth in the job, how many io the next best tenth, etc., down to how 
many are io the worst tenth. Then we can take the second 100 io 
the tests and see how many of them are io the highest tenth io the 
job, how many io the next highest tenth io the job, etc. While it is 
possible, if given enough cases, to construct such a table empirically' 
from the actual data, it is likewise possible, knowiog the correlation 
between test and criterion, to work out such a table io general that 
will hold for predicting any variable on the basis of another pro
vided they have the correlation iodicated. This latter procedure 
is perhaps somewhat better because such a table, worked out, for 
iostance, for a correlation of .60, can be used io any subsequent vo
cational situation io which test and criterion correlate to the extent 
of .60. 

A few such typical distributions are given io Table XVII. They 
show the probability of occupational success as predicted from test 
Bcores when the correlations are .00, .50, .60, .70, .80, and 1.00. The 
rows io the table, indicated by roman numerals, give the 10 different 
degrees of ability manifested io test scores, while the columns, 
indicated by capital letters, give the 10 degrees of occupational 
ability. For iostance, consider the correlation of .70. Suppose the 
1000 men are divided into 10 classes on the basis of their test scores. 
Class I represents the best 100 and class II the next best 100. 
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TABLII xvn. FOB INTBBPmrmm eomu.r...TlON CozrnClBN'l'B 01' 

l>DTEBmiT MAGNITUDIII 

..!i.~.~ ~ ::='!T abili~v:' decilea (tenthlJ) of &ea\~; A. B, C;:, etc.. btdiaatll no-

r= 00 . 
A B C D E F G H J K 

I .................... 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 

II .................... 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 

m ................... 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 

IV .................... 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 

V .................... 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 

VI •................... 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 

VII ................... 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 

VIII .................. 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 

IX ................... 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 

X .................... 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 

r= 50 

A B C D E F G H J K 

I ..................... 32 19 14 10 8 6 5 3 2 1 

II .................... 19 16 14 12 11 9 7 6 4 2 

m ................... 14 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 6 3 

IV .••.•...........••.. 10 12 12 12 12 11 10 9 7 5 

V •.................... 8 11 11 12 11 11 11 10 9 6 

VI .................... 6 9 10 11 11 11 12 11 11 8 

VII ................... S 7 9 10 11 12 12 12 12 10 

VIII .................. 3 6 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 14 

IX .................... 2 4 6 7 9 11 12 14 16 19 

X ..................... 1 2 3 5 6 8 10' 14 19 32 
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TAIILB XVII. FOB INTEBPBETnm CoBBELATION COEJ.lCl&N'lII or 
DII'I'II:RENT M&aNrroD .. (continued) 

t n, d'!!J. eta.. iDdicate lIQooetIIive 4eciIM (tenths) of test ___ i A. Ba 0, etc., indicate WOo 
.... YO • of vocaticmal ability. 

r= 60 

A B C D E F G H J K 

I. .................... 39 20 14 10 7 4 3 2 1 0 

II .................... 20 19 16 13 10 8 6 4 3 1 

m ................... 14 16 15 13 12 10 8 6 4 2 

IV .................... 10 13 13 13 12 12 10 8 6 3 

V ....•••••....•....... 7 10 12 12 13 12 12 10 8 4 

VI ........•........... 4 8 10 12 12 13 12 12 10 7 

VII ........•.......... 3 6 8 10 12 12 13 13 13 10 

VlIl .................. 2 4 6 8 10 12 13 15 16 14 

IX ••.................. 1 3 4 6 8 10 13 16 19 20 

X ..................... 0 1 2 3 4 7 10 14 20 39 

r= 70 

A B C D E F G H J K 

I. .................... 47 22 13 8 5 3 1 1 0 0 

II .................... 22 22 17 13 10 7 5 3 1 0 

m ................... 13 17 17 15 12 10 7 5 3 1 

IV .................... 8 13 15 15 14 12 10 7 5 1 

V .•.••••.•••.•.••.•••. 5 10 12 14 14 13 12 10 7 3 

VI .................... 3 7 10 12 13 14 14 12 10 5 

VII .................... 1 5 7 10 12 14 15 15 13 8 

VlII .................. 1 3 5 7 10 12 15 17 17 13 

IX .................... 0 1 3 5 7 10 13 17 22 22 

X ....•............•.. 0 0 1 1 3 5 8 13 22 47 
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TABLIII xvn. FOR INTEBPamnm CoBlll'lLATlOlf Co!:wIcmtm! or 
, l>Irn:Bmrr MAolUTllDB (contin1Uld) 

I.n.m._m.n-__ ( ....... ) ", __ ,A,B.C. __ _ 
a.lve dec:ilaII of voc:atioDal ability. 

r= .80· 
A- D C D E F G H :1 K 

I. .................... 56 23 11 6 3 1 0 0 0 0 

n .................... 23 26 20 14 9 5 2 1 0 0 

m ................... 11 20 20 17 13 9 6 3 1 0 

IV .................... 6 14 17 17 16 13 9 6 2 0 

V •.................... 3 9 13 16 16 15 13 9 /; 1 

VI .................... 1 5 9 13 15 16 16 13 9 3 

vn ................... 0 2 6 9 13 16 17 17 14 6 

Vlll .................. 0 1 3 6 9 13 17 20 20 11 

IX ................... 0 0 1 2 /; 9 14 20 26 23 

X ..................... 0 0 0 0 1 3 6 11 23 56 

rl::: 1.00 

A D C D E F G H J K 

I ..................... 100 O· O· 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

n .................... '0 100 0 0 0 0 o· 0 0 0 

m ................... 0 0 100 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

IV .................... 0 0 0 100 0 o· 0 0 0 0 

V .................... 0 0 0 0 100 o· 0 0 0 0 

VI .................... 0 o· 0 0 0 100 0 o· 0 0 

vn ................... 0 0 0 0 0 0 100 o· 0 0 

Vlll ................... 0 0 0 0 0 o· 0 100 0 0 

IX .................... 0 0 o· 0 0 0 0 0 100 0 

X .................... 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 100 
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Similarly, class A represents the best 100 in the job and class B the 
next best 100 in the job. The table shows that of those in class I in 
the test there will probably be 47 in cla.ss A in the job, 22 in class B 
in the job, 13 in class C, 'while there will be none in cla.sses J or K. 
By contrast, with a correlation of .50, of the men in class I we find 
only 32 in class A, 19 in class B, and actually find several in classes 
J and K. Obviously, with a higher correlation there is less 
chance that those with high test scores will do poorly in the job. 
The extreme cases of correlations of .00 and 1.00 show this in a still 
more marked fashion. 

Prediction of success of individual applicant. Instead of inter
preting the table in termS of the number of the group who will have 
different degrees of ability in the job, we may equaJly well use it for 
a given man who falls in any particnlar tenth in the tests to predict 
the chances of his falling in any of the 10 classes in the job. This 
inference from the proportion of a group to the chances of an 
individual is a common one. If an actuary finds that 30 people of 
your age and status out of 100 die before they are 60 years of age, 
the chances are 30 out of 100 that you will die within that time. 
SimiIarly, if test and criterion correlate to the exj;ent of .70; any 
man whose test score falls among the highest 10 per cent of test 
scores stands 47 chances out of 100 of being in the highest 10 per 
cent in the job, 22 chances out of 100 of being in the next highest 10 
per cent in the job, ete. 

Knowing, then, the correlation between a particn1ar set of tests 
and the criterion, it is possible by this procedure to work out &; 

distribution like those in Table XVII. Then, when an applicant is 
tested it is possible to note in which class of test score he falls and 
compute his probability of attaining the various degrees of occu
pationa.\ success. The deteimining of a criticaJ score then involves 
merely the consideration of how big a chance the management· 
wishes to take. . 

This may be illustrated by recurring to our example of 1000 men 
distributed as in Table XVII. Suppose that the workmen on the 

. job at the present time who are in the lowest 10 per cent - i.e., 
class K - on the basis of occupationaJ proficiency are manifestly 
unsatisfactory and it is desired in future to hire as few as possible ot 
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this sort. Suppose the correlation between test and criterion is .70. 
Referring to the distribution for this correlation, if we hire from 
1000 applicants only the 100 best men in the test scores - i.e., if we 
establish a critical score between classes 1 and IT - we shall obvi. 
ously get no one from class K The same will be true of those in 
class IT in the tests, so if the critical score is established between 
c1asses IT and ill no one in K will be hired. H, however, the line is 
drawn between classes ill and IV - i.e., if the 300 best men in the 
tests are hired - there will be one of them in the unsatisfactory 
vocational class K H the line is drawn between IV and V, there 
will be 2 out of the 400 men unsatisfactory or .5 per cent, and if it is 
drawn between VI and VIT, there will be 10 out of the 600 unsatis
factory or 1.6 per cent. Or suppose that both c1asses J and K
i.e., the lowest ~ per cent in occupational ability - are to be 
avoided with a correlation of .70 again. H the critical score is 
established between classes IT and ill - i.e., if the best 200 men 
are hired - only one of them will be undesirable, i.e., .5 per cent; if 
the line is drawn between IV and V. there will be 11 such out of the 
400, i.e., 2.7 per cent; while if it is drawn between VI and VIT, 
there will be 36 out of the 600 unsatisfactory, i.e., 6 per cent. In 
this way it is possible to see just what per cent of those hired who 
faIl above a certain critical score in the test will 00 unsatisfactory in 
the job. 

Justification of dons to raise the correIatioa between test and 
criterioa. H we now carry through this same reasoning with c0-

efficients of different magnitude, we e&!l see how the vaJue of the 
tests in eliminating unsatisfactory workers depends on the sUe of 
the correlation between test and criterion. Take, for instance, the 
above problem of eliminating all individuals in c1asses J and K
the lowest ~ percent in occupational ability whom we will caD "un
satisfactory" workers. Suppose the labor market is such that we 
are enabled to hire the best ~ per cent in the tests, i.e., we place the 
critical score between IT and lli. H the correlation is .50, we shaIl 
by this procedure hire 4.5 per cent of our workers who are unsatis
factory; if the correlation is .60, we shaIl get only 2.5 per cent such 
workers, i.e., only about half 88 many, and if the correlation is .70, 
we shaIl be accepting onIy .5 per oent, while if it is .so, we shaIl ge& 
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none at all. These figures appear in the second column of Table 
XVlll. In other words, if in this particular instance we can de-

TABLE XVIII. Po CENT OF UNSATISFActORY WOR1<EB8 (CLABSES 
J AND K) THAT WILL BE SELECrED IF CarnCAL TEST ScoBJII IS 

DRAWN BELOW THE CLASS INDICATED 

r n IV VI 

.60 4.5 7.5 10.7 

.60 2.5 5.0 8.2 

.70 .5 2.7 6.0 

.80 .0 .7 3.5 

vise a test which correlates .60 with the criterion rather than .50, 
we almost double our ability to eliminate these unsatisfactory 
workers, while if we can find one with a correlation of .70 we make 
only one ninth B8 many mistakes B8 with a correlation of .50. 

This type of example makes clear the justification of the dort to 
obtain a test with B8 high a correlation B8 possible. Similar impli
cations will be brought out in the next chapter, where a number of 
tests are used and considerable labor involved in "weighting" them 
statistically with a view to increasing the correlation between the 
sum of the tests and the ciiterion. The saving will not always be of 
exactly the magnitude indicated in the present example, since it will 
depend on where the critical score is drawn and the proportion .that 
it is desired to eliminate. In the above example, if the critical score 
is drawn between classes IV and V or between VI and VII, the re
sults are sOInewhat different. These facts are embodied in the re
maining columns of Table XVIIT. The figures in the columns 
marked IV and VI are obtained in exactly the same manner B8 those 
in column II described above. In all these cases the higher correJa.. 
tion very manifestly eliminates more of the undesirable workers. 

SimpJi1lcation of the practical problem of prediction. After a 
distribution such B8 those in Table XVII has been worked out, it 
may be desirable to simplify the administration somewhat. In
stead of stating the classes in the tests InereIy B8 "highest tenth," 
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etc., it is perhaps preferable to state their limits in terms of actual 
scores. Furthermore, the best three tenths in the criterion may 
be arbitrariIy designated "good workers," the next three tenths 
"average," and the next three tenths" poor," while the lowest may 
be termed "very poor." On this basis with a correlation of .70 this 
will mean that of those in the best tenth in the test 82 per cent will 
be "good" in the job (47 + 22 + 13), 16 per cent average, 2 per 
cent poor, and none very poor; of those in the second best tenth in 
the test 61 per cent will be good, 30 per cent average, 9 per cent poor, 
and none very poor. To cite a practical statement of this sort; 

Table XIX was used for interpreting the psychological tests used in 
the Air Service. The weighted sums of test scores were in this case 
divided into 8 instead of 10 classes, but the general theory was 
exactly like that discussed above. The table is in a form that is 
probably more understandable to the layman than the general 
decile tables like those in Table XVII. 

T.ABLB XIX. SIGNIFICANCII or FINAL Scou IN Am SEllVI"" TI;:mo 
or APrrrtmB FOa FLYING 

B,. .. - aood fbw" ill meaDt the top three teDtba of eadec. _ &be:r aN IIDW. 
By aD ".ve.n.p fber" ia meant the DeU. three t.entl& 
By .. "poor Oyer" is meant the aen three t.eDLba. 
By .. "V8t7 pool' fbw" is IDIIIUl& &be boUom 1eIRh al .... _ tbv IINIIDW. 

Of 100 cadets scoring: 
75 or better •••••• 85 wiD bogood, 14 a_I poor, 0 wry poor 
5Oto 74u •••• u70 " " " 24 « 6 cc .0" " 
25 to 49 ......... 52 " II II 35 II 12 " 1" .. 
o to 24 .......... 32 II .. .. 41 II 25 II 2" II 

o to -24 .......... 16 " .. .. 38 a 40 " 6" .. 
-25 to -49 ............... 7 II .. .. 71 " 50 (C 16" " 
-50 to -74 ........... 2 " U II 16 " 50 cc 32" .. 
-75orloweru ...... 1 II .. .. 8 " 40 ., 51 II .. 

Graphic methods. In lieu of this consideration of probable 
success computed theoretically from the correIation coefficient, 
simpler graphic methods are often used. n the criterion consists 
of only a few groups of occupational abllity, such as good, average, 
and poor, it is possible to plot the test scores of individuals in the 
three groups and see where the line can be drawn with the least 
possible overlapping of the groups. This procedure is illustrated in 
Figure 6. It ehows the detenI\ination of a critical ecore for pre-
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dicting success in agricultural engineering. (105.) The weighted 
test scores are laid off aJong the base line a.nd each individual repre
sented by a square above the appropriate score. The individuals 
who were considered good by their instructors are plotted in the 
top section of the chart; those who were rated average in the middle 

... 
0 
0 

" - - -~ -~ 
" J If •• II ... •• .:: .. 

I~ ~ ~~ .: -- ¥ • •• 

~ • '" ! ~ ~ ~- - -
~ -6 -4 -8 -2 -1 0 1 2 8 , 6 

Test Score ....... 

FIo. 6. GllAPmc DETB:aK.U"ATION 01' CBlTICAL ScoBIII 

section, a.nd those who were poor in the lowest section. After the 
persons are plotted in this fashion, it is necessary to determine by 
inspection where to draw aline that will make the sharpest division 
between those in the poor section and those in the other sections. 
In the present insta.nce, if the line is drawn between -2.5 a.nd -2 
this makes a fairly good division. There are only 2 of the poor 
engineers who do better tha.n this critiea.i score, so that there is not 
a very large cha.nce of admitting inferior individuals if such a score 
is used for vocationa.! advice. On the other hand, there are only 3 
of the average or good engineeers who fall below this score, so if it 
were used there would be very few desirable individuals ruled out 
aJong with the undesirables. 

When the criterion is available in more detailed form a.nd the 
graphic method is to be used, a scatter plot similar to Figure 4 
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(p. 200) may be constructed. Recurring to that figure, suppose 
that practical considerations indicate that workers with a criterion 
score (salary, foremen's estimates, or what not) of fewer than 41 
points are undesirable. H a vertical line is drawn between the 
31-40 and the 41-50 class, we wish to hire as few persons as poBBible 
who are to the left of this line, but to employ as many as poBBible to 
the right of this line. The problem is to draw a horizontal line such 
that most of those below it will be to the left of the first line and 

. vice versa. If we draw such a line between the 1&--20 and the 21-25 
classes of test score - i.e., if we employ no one who scores less than 
21 - we shall obviously be eliminating most of the undesirable 
men. There is only one such (F) who falls above this critical score. 
On the other hand, there is only one of the desirable men (M) who 
will be eliminated by this procedure. Hence a critical score of 21 
points in the test may well be adopted. Persons scoring less than 
this have little chance of coming up to the requirements of the occu
pation, while most of those scoring above this amount will qualify. 

The determination of critical scores, as above described, depends 
somewhat on the relation between the number of applicants for 
work of a given sort and the number of vacancies. H the situation 
is such that there are no more applicants than vacancies so that 
little selection can be made, it is a question of ruling out only the 
very worst prospects and hence a rather low critical score must be 
used. On the other hand, when the number of applicants far ex
ceeds the number of vacancies so that only a small per cent can be 
hired, it is to the benefit of all concerned to have those hired with 
the best promise of success. In this case a rather high critical 
score may be set. 

BUMKARY 

In embarking upon a program of personnel research in an indus
trial concern, at least two preliminary steps are desirable. The 
psychologist must, in the first place, establish rapport with those in 
authority so that they will be ready to cooperate in every way 
necessary. To this end the general nature of the project may well 
be explained to them and they shonld be shown their own impor
tance therein. It is also well to familiarize them with test proce-
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dure by having them take some tests themselves. In the second 
place, the psychologist must orient himself in the organization. 
He will need to be fa.miliar with the different operations and with 
the terminology. He may likewise locate departments where there 
appears to be the greatest need for research and where conditions 
are favorable for obtaining valid results. 

In devising tests of specia.\ mental capacity for predicting voca
tiona.! aptitude, there are two COmmon methods of approach
reproducing the total mental situation involved in the job or ana
lyzing the operation into its mental components and testing these 
components separately. In either instance it is necessary to make 
a preliminary ana.\ysis of the mental aspects of the job. It is also 
necessary to give the test or tests to workers and to correlate the 
score or scores with the criterion. To ana.\yze the mental aspects 
of the job, it may be well to observe workers carefully, actually to 
try the job and observe one's own experiences, to discuss the requi
sites with foremen and executives with especis.! reference to the dis
tinguishing features of efficient and inefficient workers, or to use as 
a starting-point a job ana.\ysis that has previously been systemati
eaJly oonducted. 

In devising the test for total mental situation, it is wise to avoid 
undue complexity, because the apparatus is at the outset purely 
experimental and may later be scrapped. The test need not nec
essarily be a miniature of the job, because it is the subjective rather 
than the objective similarity that is important. It should, however, 
be technieaJly fool-proof and yield an objective soore. 

The next step is to give the test to subjects whose ability in the 
job is known. The testing may be done in a separate laboratory or 
in a screened portion of the factory. The former affords more quiet 
and allows more flexible and permanent equipment, while the latter 
is more natural and convenient for the subjects. The emotional 
factor, however, can usually be controlled by giving a "shock 
absorber" test preceding the crucis.! series. 

After the test has been given to a group of workers, it is necessary 
to correlate the scores with the criterion. This may be done by 
appropriate formul", which consider the differences between each 
subject's rank in the test and rank in the cdtelion, or which involve-
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the product of each man's deviation from the average test score and 
his deviation from the average criterion score, or the data may be 
plotted with test scores on one axis and criterion scores on the 
other. In any instance the magnitude of the correlation coefficient 
indicates the validity of the test. It is also possible to work out a 
regression equation whicil. expresses criterion in tenns of test score 
and gives the best predietion that can be made of the man's ability 
on the job with that particular test. 

The test for total mental situation bas one serious limitation. 
If its correlation with the criterion proves to be small, the work bas 
been practically wasted and it is necessary to start again. n is 
often difficult or embarrassing to have the same subjects return 
later for further examination. 

Vanous examples of such tests were cited. The situation for 
hand-feed dial-macbiM operators was reprodueed by a rotsting 
disc containing a hole through which stee\ balls were dropped by the 
subject. A test for motormen involved an endless belt with a 
track in the middle passing an opening in the apparatus. Numbers 
at various poeitions relative to the track had various significance and 
the subject reacted aceordingly. Gun-pointers looked through 
an eye-piece and by a hand lever kept it trained on a moving tar
get. Aiil'ia! observei'll were required to memorile eertain patterns 
of illuminated points that were Bashed on electrically. The 
validity of these and other tests that were cited was sufficiently 
high to warrant their practieal use. 

Mter the tests for total mental situation or for mental compo
nents have been devised and correlated with the criterion, it is 
necessary to detennioe a critieal score. This is a score such that 
persons falling below it will receive uofavorable consideration for 
employment. The essential thing from the employment stand
point is the probability that the applicant will be a successful 
worker after adequate training. This may be best detennioed on 
the basis of the regression equation. This equation expresses 
ability in the job in terms of test scores, and by substituting a given 
applicant's scores in the equation it is possible to detennioe his 
probable ability in the job. This prediction, however, is not absc>
lute and his actual ability may deviate somewhat from the pre-
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dieted. But the higher the correlation of test and criterion, the 
closer will the actual ability fa.\l to that predicted from the regres
sion equation. It is aIso possible to compute the chances of the 
actual ability fa.\ling within any particular limits above or below 
the predicted. 

To simplify the administration, it is possible to work out for any 
given correlation a general table showing for various ranges of test 
scores the chances of attaining various degrees of occupational pro
ficiency. We may arbitrarily caJl certain ranges of ability good, 
average, and poor, and then state the probability of a given appli. 
cant being a good, average, or poor workman. The employment 
department can then decide where to draw the line for a given set 
of tests on the basis of how large a chance it wishes to take in hiring 
applicants. This line is the critical score. 

Instead of using a regression equation' and computing the pro
bability of occupational success, graphical methods may be used 
for rougher determination. If the workers are grouped into a few 
classes of occupational ability, distribution curves may be plotted 
for each group and lines drawn to make the best separation between 
the groups with the least overlapping. If the results are put in the 
form of a scatter plot with test on one axis and criterion on the 
other, a line may be drawn to indicate the limits of occupational 
ability below which it is undesirable to employ a man and then 
another line at right angles may be drawn by inspection so as to 
have most of those below a certain test score in the inferior 
occupational group. 

, 



CHAPTER IX 
SPECIAL CAPACITY TESTS: THE MENTAL COMPONENTS 

OF THE JOB 

As suggested at the outset of the preceding chapter, there are two 
leading methods of approach to the problem of tests of special 
mental capacity for predicting vocational aptitude. The first of 
these - reproilucing the total meiltal situation - was the main 
topic of Chapter VIII. The other may be termed the method of 
mental components. The essential feature of the method is the 
determination of what mental factors are involved in the job and 
then the devising of tests which measure these separately as far as 
possible. Instead of one test with one final score for the whole 
mental situation involved in the job, we have a number of tests for 
the different factors involved and combine them into a single score. 
Moreover, it is possible to determine the best method of combining 
them in the particular situation in order to get the most valid 
prediction. 

PRELIMlNABY SELEcrION OF TESTS 

Analysis of job into its mental components. In order to devise 
tests for the mental components of the occupation, it is necessary, 
of course, to have some notion of what those components are. 
This analytic procedure has already been described in some detail 
in the preceding chapter. The psychologist may find it profitable 
to observe the men at work, to talk with them, perhaps to try the 
work himself and to discuss with foremen or executives the char
acteristics of the good and poor workers at this job. If a job analy
sis has been made, this will often afford valuable insight and give 
the psychologist a starting-point for his own analysis. This pro
cedure yields a number of mental factors that are presumably in
volved in the case of a person working at this occupation. 

Devising of tests measuring these components. The next step 
is to select or devise mental tests which roughly measure these 
factors. As stated earlier, there is probably no test that measures 



SPECIAL CAPACITY TESTS 

a single factor and discrete mental factors may not exist anyway. 
However, there are occupations in which good attention is ob
viously a requisite and occupations which patently require memory 
and there are tests which to a very considerable extent give a meas
ure of ability to concentrate and ability to remember quite apart 
from the fact that the test may measure other additional things. 
If such tests are selected in the light of preliminary analysis, there 
is a much greater chance of obtaining some high correlations with 
the criterion than if tests are selected at random. The number of 
tests included in this preliminary selection depends largely on the 
length of time for which each subject will be available. The more 
tests used, the greater the probability of finding some which are 
valid, just as the more shots fired at a target, the greater the chanoe 
of hitting the bull's-eye. If the analysis indicates relatively few 
factors that seem obvious, it is well to employ several tests that 
roughly measure each of these factors, such as several attention 
tests, several memory tests, or several motor coOrdination tests, 
because, while two attention tests may be to quite an extent similar, 
they may nevertheless vary sufficiently to catch some particular 
mental aspect that is significant in the job in question. 

As an illustration of this procedure we may consider the job of 
finishing automobile tires. (102.) The tire comes to the finisher 
with several plys of fabric already built on an iron core. He puts 
it on a frame so that he can "Pin it by band in a horizontal plane, 
places plys of gum stock on the tread and rolls them down with 
band rollenL In some cases a line is traeed around the tire with a 
pair of dividers and stock bas to be applied with its edge along this 
line. The workmen testified that they had to "keep their mind on 
the work" in order to be successful. The foreman said that the 
men who fell down on the job were "too slow." Careful observa
tion of the men at work suggested that they required a rather dis
tributed attention, needed to be able to sustain their attention, 
i.e., concentrate for a considerable time without a break, and tbat 
quick reaction time, good motor coOrdination, and ability to judge 
distances were essential. It was feasible to have each employee 
for one hour's PJaminatJon. Consequently, tests that ronghly 
measured the above factors were selected for one hour's work. 
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The material and method conformed to the principles laid down in 
Chapter V. 

Fifteen tests were seleeted for trial. Test 1 consisted of tracing 
through a series of rectaoguiar patterns between two lines about 
one eighth of an inch apart, keeping time with a metronome. 

r Test 2 involved tapping with a metal ring on the tip of the fore
finger and makiog contact alternately with brass plstes mounted 
one above the other two inches apart. Test 3 was similar to ex
ample 2 in Chapter IV (8upra). Test 4 was a modification of the 
one described as example 1 in Chapter IV. Test 5 involved aiming 
at a target with a pencil- the target being at arm's length and the 
hand brought back to the shoulder between attempts to hit a series 
of crosses on the target, keeping time with a metronome. . Test 6 
employed a series of shotgun shells made up in dilIerent weights to 
determine the smallest dilIerence in weight that the subjeet could 
discriminate. In test 7 the subject traced a line with a pencil, then 
drew a line of the same length while. the copy and his hand were 
covered with a screen. Test 8 involved cancelling pairs of numbers 
as in example 11, Chapter IV. Test 9 comprised a page of dis
connected, unspaced letters - the subject to underline groups of 
adjacent letters that formed a word. Test 10 involved finding con
secutive numbers that were arranged at random (example 13, 
Chapter IV). Test 11 was a substitution test similar to example 
14 (supra). Test 12 comprised a series of mazes like example 15 
(8upra). Test 13 was simple visual reaction time, i.e, the frac
tion of a second taken on the average to release a simple electric 
contact when a stimulus object moved. (Cf. example 19, Chapter 
IV.) Test 14 involved watching a moving target which passed in 
front of an opening in a screen and then continued at the same rate 
while invisible. The subject was required to stop the invisible 
target at some designated point by pressing a key and the dis
crepancy between actual position and designated position noted. 
Test 15 comprised a series of lines each accompanied by a short 
line. The subject determined without measuring how many times 
the shorter was contained in the longer. 

The tests were not actually given in the above order. Those re
quiring considerable mental effort were interspersed with those 
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which were more motor in character in order to obviate any undue 
fatigue. Each test moreover was divided into two installments. 
The subject went through the first installments of each test and 
then went through the second installments in the same order. 
This made it possible to compute the reliability of the tests. 

FINAL SELEcrION OF TESTS 

After the tests have been selected, they are given to a group of 
workers whose occupational ability is known in the same fashion 
described above in connection with the test for mental components. 
The subsequent procedure, however, is somewhat different. In 
the former case the single test yielded a single score and it was 
simply a question of the extent to which this score correlated with 
the criterion. In the present case there are many tests and many 
scores. It is a question of selecting the best ones from this set of 
tests and discarding the others. Moreover, some of the tests that 
are retained correlate more highly with the criterion than do others 
and consequell-tly-should playa larger part in determining the finaJ 
score. If one test is twice as good as another, it should play twice 
as important a rOle in the finaJ prediction. If a third test is five 
times as good as the first, due allowance should be made. In such a 
case, in order to get the best prediction of a man's ability in the job 
on the basis of the tests, it would be necessary to multiply his score 
in the first test by 1, his Bcore in the second test by 2"and his 
score in the third test by 5. This procedure of determining some 
constant number by which to multiply each score is termed" weight
ing" the tests. It can be shown that if a set of test scores are 
weighted properly, they will,give a better prediction of occupational 
ability than if they are combined in some other fashion. It gen
erally develops that a relatively small number of tests properly 
weighted will give as good a prediction as a large number. Further
more, the statistical labor in weighting more than ten tests in the 
best possible manner is very considerable indeed. All these facts, 
then, indicate the desirsbility of selecting from the large group of 
original tests a smaller number that are retained for more intensive 
study. 

Preliminary correlation of each test with the criterion. This so-
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lection of the most promising teste is usually made by some prelimi
nary sort of correlation procedure. This will vary somewl\at with 
the circumstances and with the form of the available data. It is 
not always necessary in this preliminary sorting to employ the 

TABLIII xx. CoRRELATION 0 .. Pru:LDIINARY TEsrs WlTIl AmLrrr IN 
FniIsmNG TmEs 

Teat 1..... ...•...•.•..•....• .21 

Teat 2... ........ ........ .... -.09 
.02 

·Teat 3....................... .31 
Teat 4....................... -.02 

-.05 

Teat 5....................... .02 
Test 6....................... .01 
Teat 7....................... -.03 

-.111 

"Test 8..................... .. .49 

"Teat 9... .................... .30 

"Testlo.. ...... .............. .52 

"Teat 11...................... .35 

Test 12...................... .07 
"Teat 13.. •. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -.38 

Test 14...................... .10 
Test 15...................... .06 

relatively laborious products-moments correlation coefficient, for 
the purpose ismere!yto eliminate the teste thatareabsoluteiy hope
less. In some instances a comparison of the average score made by 
a group of the best workers with that made by a group of the worst 
men will give the desired preliminary information. If the number 
of workers involved in the etudy is not too large, the method of 
rank differences is not espeoially laborious. With more individuals 
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in the group it is common practice to make scatter plots 88 above 
described and determine by inspection which are the worst tests. 
If there is no semblance of conformity of the check marks to a 
diagonal distribution, it is useless to consider that particular test 
further. From the original list of tests by means of some such 
methods the worst ones are eliminated and a smaller number, 
usually not over ten, of the most prqmising retained for further 
study. 

To continue the previous example of developing tests for tire 
finishers, about fifty employees were exami ned. Estimates of fore
men and production figures yielded a criterion score for each work
man. The correlations of test scores with the criterion were com
puted by the method of rank differences. The coefficients are 
given in Table xx. In instances where two correlations are in
dicated for a given test, there were two methods by which the test 
was scored that were evaluated separately. Obviously, some of the 
tests are worthless. Consequently those nine tests with low corre
lations were scrapped and the other six (indicated by stars in the 
table) retained for further study. 

WEIGHTING THE FINAL GBOUP 011' TESTS 

The next step is to determine the proper weight to assign to each 
of the tests that is retained, i.e., to determine a number by which 
to multiply scores in that test before totaling into a single com
bined score. In rough work where correlation coefficients are not 
available, but where the average test scores made by a group of 
good workers are compared with the average scores made by a 
group of poor workers, the difference between these average scores 
gives some indication of the value of the test. If with one test the 
good workers do thirty per cent better than the poor, while with 
another test the good workers exce\ the poor by sixty per cent, we 
may roughly say that the second test is twice 88 good 88 the first. 
The ouly logical weighting then would be to give the former a 
weight of 1 and the latter a weight of 2. This procedure would 
doubtless be more satisfactory than weighting the two tests equally. 

If the data have been worked out in the form of correlation co
efficients, it might seem logical to weight the tests directly in pro-
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portion to these coefficients. H one test correlates with the crite
rion to the extent of .30 and another to the extent of .60, the wei!!h18 
might be 1 and 2. This procedure, however, if several of these 
tests are to be used, overlooks one very important point, viz., the 
tests overlap one another in varying degrees. Suppose that mem
ory and attention are actually of equal importance in the job and 
that two tests of memory and one test of attention are retained and 
suppose they all correlate equally with the criterion. H they are all 
added together with equal weight, we are giving twice as much 
consideration to memory as to attention in the fina1 score and are 
selecting employees preponderatingly on the basis of memory, 
whereas attention should receive equal consideration. This pro
eedure obviously is unsound and takes no account of the fact that 
the two memory tests overlap. 

Correlation of tests with each other. This overlapping of the 
tests can readily be determined by correlating the tests with each 
other. In the above instance, if scores in the first memory test are 
correlated with corresponding scores in the second, a high correla
tion coefficient will doubtless be obtained, while the attention test 
will probably not correlate as highly with either of the memory 
tests. This indicates from another angle that the attention test 
should receive greater weight than either of the othe", because it is 
measuring more of a unique factor while the others overlap. In 
cases where the close relation between several tests is not patent 
from the nature of the tests themselves, this procedure of inter
correlating the tests is very essential. It is then possible to make 
proper allowance. Knowing these intercorrelations, the next 
problem is to determine, not merely where allowance must be made 
in the weighting, but lunD mudl allowance must be made for the 
overlapping. A statistician who has had considerable e."<perience 
in such matters may often by inspection make a rather shrewd 
guess as to the proper weighting. A technique, however, is avail
able for determining these weights in the best possible manner. 
This technique is termed "partial correlation." Allusion has al
ready been made to this method in connection with the weighting of 
speed and accuracy (p. 135). For full discussion of the technique 
the reader is referred to advaneed works on statistics. (272, 692.) 
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In the present connection effort will be made to present only the 
general principles a.nd a rudimentary notion of the technique. 

Partial correlation. The scientist is often interested in deter
mining the relation between two things. The chemist studies this 
relation between the pressure a.nd volume of a gas, the physicist the 
relation between current a.nd resistance in a circuit, a.nd the em
ployment psychologist the relation between memory test scores a.nd 
occupational proficiency. The 10gica.I experimental approach to 
the problem is to ch&Ilge one of the factors under consideration a.nd 
note whether the other ch&Ilges a.nd how. The chemist varies the 
volume of the gas to note what happene to the pressure, the 
physicist alters the resistance in the circuit a.nd measures the cor
responding ch&Ilges in current, and the psychologist eelects work
men of varying proficiency in the job a.nd studies thcir scores in the 
memory test. However, the scientist must take &cCOunt of the 
presence of other factors which may influence the resn1ts. He 
W&Ilts to know the &ctual or intrinsic relation between the factors 
under consideration quite apart from other things. If the chemist 
pays no attention to the temperature of the gas, his findiogs as to 
change in pressure ·are as liable to be due to temperature as to 
volume. If the physicist fails to consider voltage, be does not know 
wbether the ch&Ilge in current is actually due to resistance. If the 
psychologist takes no account of other factors, such as attention, it 
is impossible to tell whether the relation between his test a.nd the 
criterion is due to memory or to something eIee. The idca.I pro
cedure in such cases is to keep the extra.neous factors constant. 
It is possible for the chemist to keep the temperature mech&uicaIIy 
constant throughout his experiment of noting the relation between 
pressure a.nd volume. The physicist C&Il impress on his circuit a 
constant voltage while he changes the resistance a.nd measures 
the current. But there are ma.ny problems - a.nd employment 
psychology faces one of them - where it is impossible objectively 
to keep the extra.neous factors constant. It would be difficult, for 
instance, to find a group of workmen all of whom have the same 
powers of attention. In such cases it is possible, however, to con
trol theee factors analytically. Instead of keeping attention con
stant by selecting a group of workers with identica.I capacity, it is 
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possible to test the group that is available and then to determine 
statistically what the relation between the memory test and the 
criterion would have been if it had been possible to obtain such a 
select group with constant attention. This involves the derivation 
of partial correlation coefficient.9 which indicate, not the obseroed 
relation between two variables, but the intrinsic relation between 
them willi otMr fJlJriablu kept C01I8!ant. 

The ordinary corre1ation coefficient mch 88 we have been study
ing is often quite misleading beeause of the presence of other factors 
besides the two that are correlated. This may well be illustrated 
by a study made of the relation between hay crop, precipitation, 
and accumulated temperature. (249,38.) The figures varied when 
different parts of the year were considered, but the following set 
illustrates the principles under discussion. The correlation be
tween crop and precipitation (written r .. ) 1 W88 .44, an appreciable 
correlation, i.e., the more it rained the better the crop grew. The 
corre1ation between crop and temperature (r.,), however, proved 
to be oo1y .05. This did not look right, for common sense says that 
things grow better in warm weather. Further computation re
vealed the fact that the correlation between temperature and pre
cipitation (r,.) W88 -.44, i.e., 88 it became warmer it likewise grew 
drier. This serves to explain the previous coefficient of .05. Some 
relation actually existed between crop and temperature, but this 
did not appear in the observed data, beeause, when the weather be
came warmer and would naturally tend to increase growth, it like
wise became drier and this tendency worked against the other. 
From the above data it W88 possible to compute a coefficient of 
partial corre1ation (the method will be briefly described below) 
between crop and temperature with precipitation constant. It 
W88 obviously impossible to keep precipitation phyBioolly constant 
throughout the years when the observations were made. It W88 

possible, however, to control it onalyliroUyand to determine what 
the relation between crop and temperature would have been if 
the precipitation had been kept constant. This correlation (r ... .> 

I The common notation in correlation pt"OC!edure is to write r (the COrn!latioD 
coefficient) witb two aubecript8 indicatins the variablee conelated - in this ~ 
c aDd p. 
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proved to be .30.' In other words, there was actually some in
trinsic relation between crop and temperature, but it was entirely 
obscured in the objective data because of the presence of the other 
factor. When it became wanner, things tended to grow (as 
indicated by the correlation of .30 between crop and temperature 
with precipitation constant), but it likewise became drier (as 
indicated by the correlation of -.44 between temperature and 
precipitation). The net result of these opposed tendencies was no 
apparent relation between crop and temperature (as indicated by 
the correlation of .05). This shows how misleading the ordinary 
type of correlation coefficients sometimes are and h:>w much more 
illuminating are the partial correlation coefficients. 

In scientific study, then, of the relation between two va,;ables, 
it is desirable to determine their intrinsic rehtion with other factors 
as far as possible constant. This principle is particula-Iy perti:J.ent 
in developing a group of tests for the menta.! components of the 
occupation. It is desirable to weight each ~, not in accordance 
with its ordinary correlation with the criterioD, bat according to its 
intrinsic relation as reveaJed by partia.! correlation. Suppose for 
instance, that three tests are used and the problem is to find the 
intrinsic relation between the criterion and the third of these with 
the others constant. If it were possible to give the first test to 
10,000 subjects, we could find all of those who scored equally in this 
test. Suppose there were 1000 of these individuals. We could 
then give this 1000 the second test and find perhaps 100 of them 
who had the same ability in the second test. With this selected 100 
who had identicaJ ability in both of the other tests, we could then 
compute the correlation between the criterion and test 3. We 
should then have the correlation between the criterion and test 3 
with the other factors constant. It is obviously impossible to adopt 
such procedure in the employment situation; but it is statistically 
possible to obtain aJmost the same result if all three tests are given 
to the limited group of 100. 

The technique of computing partiaJ correlation coefficients is 

I The customary notation with partial correlaUon is to indicate by the first two 
IlUbscripts the variablel correlated and by the other IUbscript or I5\lbecripts after the 
period. the variable or variables kept constant. 
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complicated and laborious. A comparatively brief example is 
worked out in Appendix m. It is necessary to determine not only 
the correlation of each test with the criterion, but also the correla
tion of each test with every other test. These Iattel' correlations 
are necessary in order to allow for the overlapping of the tests. 
From these original correlations it is possible to compute partial 
correlations like r" .• which indicates the correlation between the 
criterion (1) and test 2 with test 3 kept constant. From this sort 
of coefficient, with one test kept constant, it is possible to compute 
those with two kept constant, like r ..... which indicates the corre
lation between the criterion and test 2 with both tests 3 and 4 con
stant. From these coefficients it is then possible to compute those 
like r ...... in which three tests are constant, and so on according 
to the number of tests involved. 

These computations are all made by formuIle like the following: 

ru .• = ""1 . ""1 ' -rll -r21 

Where r "., represents the partial correlation between the criterion 
and test 2 with test 3 constant, r" is the ordinary correlation be
tween the criterion and test 2, r 11 is the correlation between the 
criterion and test 3, and r .. is the correlation between tests 2 and 
3. Suppose r .. = .70, r ll ~ .60, and r .. = .80. H we substitute 
in the formula we have: 

.70 - .60 X .80 .70 - .48 
r .... = _. _. _._. 

"1 - (.60)' "1- (.80)' "1- .36 "1- .64 

_ .22 =~=.22= 46 
"".64 "" .36 .8 X .6 .48 • 

In the practical situation we are interested in obtaining the 
largest possible partial coefficients of test and eriterion because 
they enable us to make a better prediction of occupational ability 
on the basis of the test. Let us consider what things are conducive 
to large partial correlations. Suppose that in the above example 
r" had been .90 instead of .70. The solution of the formula then 
gives: 
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.90 - .60 X .80 .90 - .48 
r" .• = -/1- (.60)' -/1- (.80)' = -/1- .36-/1- .64 

= .42 =~=.42= 87 
.J.64 -/.36 .8 X .6 .48 . 

The resulting partial correlation of .87 is obviously la,-ger than the 
.46 obtained in the previous case. This illustrates a fundamental 
principle, viz., that the laTger the ordinary correlation ofa test with 
a criterion, the larger will be ite partial correlation with the crite
rion. 

Recurring now to the original example, suppose that r f' and r" 
had been the same, but that r .. had been .30 instead of .80. The 
solution of the formula then gives: 

.70- .60X .30 .70- .18 
r .... = _I _I = _, _I 

"1- (.60)' "1- (.30)' "1 - .36 "1 - .09 

.52 .52 .52 
= =---=-= 68 

-/.64 -/.91 .8X .95 .76 . 

The resulting partial coefficient of .68 is much larger than the .46 
obtained previously and it is due entirely to the fact that r" is 
smaller. This gives us a second principle, viz., that the sma\Ier 
the correlation of a given te..t with another test, the larger will be ite 
partial correlation with the criterion. 

These two principles indicate what is necessary if we are to have 
teste with a high predictive value. If we wish teste which have a 
high partial correlation with the criterion, those teste are the best 
whose correlation with the criterion is high and with the other 
tests, low. If two teste show equal correlation with the criterion, 
but the correlation of the first with the other teste is low, while 
that of the second with the other teste is high, the former is measur
ing a more independent factor and ite partial correlation coefficient 
will be higher. It should receive more weight in the final prediction. 
This, then, is the solution of the problem raised earlier as to how to 
weight the teste properly in order to obviate the effect of overlap
ping factors and the danger of giving undue weight to some one 
factor. The teste are to be weighted, not in accordance with their 
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ordinary correlation coefficients with the criterion, but in propor
tion to their partial coefficients with all the other tests held con
stant. In this way each test gets a weight according to its intrinsic 
relation with the criterion and it can be shown statistically that 
this weighting is more valid than any other that may be devised. 

Regression equation. The actual process of weighting involves 
the derivation of a regression equation. This is the same sort of 
thing described in the preceding chapter where ability in the job is 
expressed in terms of score in the test. In the present case, how
ever, it is expressed in terms of several tests. The equation is of 
the general form: 

X,= baX.+buX.+buX.+ ...... +C' 

in which X, represents the criterion, X. represents the score in 
test 2, X, represents the score in test 3, etc., b" is the weighting 
for test 2, btl is the weighting for test 3, etc., and C' is a constant 
term. The b terms are, roughly speaking,' proportional to the par
tial correla.tions - bl1 is proportional to the partial correlation of 
test 2 with the criterion when all of the other tests are constant; bll 
is proportional to the partial correlation of test 3 with the criterion 
when all of the other tests are constant. 

TABLliI XXI. ILLUSTRATING WEIGHTING TEST SCORES ACCORDING TO A 
REGRESSION EQUATION 

X, = 7X.+ 9X.+ 14 

Seo .. Seo .. 
COSM'Al'n' w ........ 

'" '" 7X, ox, 
Tao' T .... T .... SUM 

Adams .•............•. 12 11 84 99 14 197 

Andrewo ...•........... 10 8 70 72 14 156 

Briggs ................. 14 13 98 117 14 229 

~ illustration of weighting tests according to a regression equa
tion is given in Table XXI. The equation proves to be X, = 7 X. 

1 These b term. also take into account the variability of the dift'erent testa. The 
C term results from the fact that the equation is first derived. in terms of deviationa 
of scoree from average ICOI'e and then tmmlonned into tenwI of actual teat ICOl'8&. 
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+ 9X. + 14; that is, b" is 7, bll is 9, and Cis 14. The men make 
the test Bcores indicated in the first two columns of the table. 
Adams, for instance, scores 12 in test 2 and 11 in test 3; Andrews 
scores 10 in test 2, and 8 in test 3. These constitute the X, and 
X, values for eaoD. man. The weight for X, is 7, so each score in 
the X, column has to be multiplied by 7 (cf. the column headed 
7 XJ. Similarly, each score in the X, column is multiplied by 9 
(cf. the column headed 9 X,). For each man we must total these 
two weighted scores with the constant term to get the weighted 
sum. With Adams, for instance, we total 84, 99, and 14, to get 
197. These weighted sums then give the best statement of X" 
i.e., the best statement of the man's occupational proficiency, that 
it is possible to make on the basis of these two tests. 

Coefficient of multiple correlation. The" coefficient of multiple 
correlation" is the correlation of the weighted sum of the tests 
with the criterion. That is, if an the original measures are recon
sidered and each weighted according to the regression equation as is 
done in Table XXI, these weighted scores can then he correlated 
with the criterion to obtain the coefficient of multiple coITIilation. 
It can also be computed statistically from the partial coefficients 
without recurring to the original data and is often computed in 
both ways as a check on the work. (Cf. 490.) This coefficient of 
multiple correlation tells us just how valuable the tests are when 
combined in this manner and it is possible to see how much superior 
the combined weighted score is to the score in a single test. This 
procedure is also useful in determining the minimum number of 
tests that will give valuable results. If. ten tests, weighted, give a 
multiple correlation with the criterion of .60, and four tests give a 
correlation of .58, it is probably unwise to retain the entire ten when 
four will do nearly as well and will occupy much less time in giving· 
and scoring in the employment office. It can also be shown that 
the coefficient of multiple correlation is higher when the tests are 
weighted according to the regression equation than when they are 
weighted in any other manner. 

Recurring to the previous example of tire finishers, it will be re
called that nine of the fifteen original tests were discarded on the 
basis of pre1iminary correlations. The remaining six tests (starred 
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in Table XX) were correlated by the products-moments method 
with the criterion and also with each other. For convenience, let 
us renumber the variables calling the criterion 1, the first starred 
test in Table XX, test 2, the next starred one test 3, etc. The 
correlations and intercorrelations are given in Table XXIT. A 

TABLE XXII. CORRELATIONS AND INTERCORRELATIONS OP BEST TESTS 
FOB TmE FiNISHERS 

1 2 3 • & 6 7 

1 .23 .51 .'l:l .49 .32 -.41 

2 36 .24 .32 .38 -.40 

3 .66 .66 .70 -.24 

4 .64 .66J .0 

5 .71 -.22 

6 -.01 

coefficient in a given compartment of the table indicates the corre
lation between the variables at the left of the row and the top of 
the column that determine that compartment. For instance, the 
correlation between the criterion and test 2 is .23, that between 
test 2 and test 3 is .36. 

The table gives some notion of the extent to which the various 
tests overlap. Test 4, for instance, appears to be measuring some
what the same thing as tests 3, 5, and 6, because its correlations 
with these tests are respectively .66, .64, and .66, but it apparently 
has no relation whatever to test 7 because the correlation is O. 
Test 7, on the other hand, seems unique because its correlations 
with most of the other tests are low. Its negative correlation with 
the criterion (-.41) is due to the fact that this is a test of reaction 
tin1e and the quicker the reaction - i.e., the smaller the test score 
- the greater the efficiency. 

With the correlation coefficients in the table it is now possible to 
compute the various partial correlation coefficients that are needed. 
A hint as to the method has been given above. After we have 
foUnd the necessary coefficients like r .... and r .... we then com-
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pute from these the coefIicients like rH ... and r ll.... From these 
latter _ go on to coefficients like r ...... till we finally reach par-
tial correlations such as r l!"UIilS7" 

We are then able to derive the regression equation by using these 
various partial coefIicients. It is possible to weight all six tests and 
include them in a regression equation or to weight a smaller num
ber. In the present instance the six tests were weighted and the 
coefIicient of multiple correlation computed to determine how weIl 
these six weighted tests would predict ability at finishing tires. 
This coefIicient proved to be approximately .63. It is to be noted 
that this is considerably better than the prediction that could be 
made with the best test taken alone, for the highest single correJa. 
tion for a test with the criterion in Table XXII is .51 for test 3. 

Investigation was then made as to how good a prediction could 
be made using only the three best tests, viz., 3, 5, and 7. When 
these were weighted according to a regression equation, the c0-

efficient of multiple correlation proved to be .61. In other words, 
these three tests give almost as good a prediction of ability at 
finishing tires as do all six tests. 

It is interesting to note with these three final tests their relative 
weight based on the partial correlations. In Table XXIII are 
given the original correIations of each of the three tests with the 
criterion and the corresponding correlations when the other two 
tests are kept constant. Test 3 correlates in the first instance to 

TABLBXXIII. CoBRELa.TION OJ' TESTS WlTIl ABILITY TO Fnmm TmEs 

Owonr.u. Colutm.A.'l'IOX PAB'l'1AL ~. 

TestS ................... .51 .25 

Test5 ................... .49 .23 

Test7 ...... : ............ -.41 -.33 

the extent of .51, but its partial correlation (rll.,,) is.25. Test 5 
correlates originally to the extent of .49 and its partial coefficient 
is.23. Similarly, the partial correIation for test 7 is -.33. The 
partial coefficients are lower than the original. This is due to the 
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fact that the tests overlap, and when the overlapping is eliminated, 
the intrinsic relations are somewhat smaller. It is to he noted 
that, while test 7 has the lowest original correlation, it has the 
highest partial correlation. This is due to the fact that its correla
tions with the other tests are low, i.e., it is me8surlng a unique fac
tor. Consequently it gets more weight in the final combination of 
tests. 

In the actual process of deriving the regression equation, it is 
necessary to take account, not only of these partial correlations, 
but also of the average scores in each test and variability (stand
ard deviation) of each set of scores. Consequently, the actual 
weights in the final equation do not look exactly like these partial 
correlations. The equation, however, does arrange it so that the 
relative contribution of each test to the total score is proportional 
to these partial correlations. 

In the present instance the regression equation involving these 
three tests is: 

X, = .02X. + .03X. - .014X, + 1.81 

where X, represents tire finishing; X. indicates score in the test of 
cancelling adjacent pairs of numbers whose sum is 10; X, is score in 
the test of finding consecutive numbers arranged irregularly in a 
square table; and X, is visual reaction time. This equation is 
worked out in Appendix III in order to illustrate in more detail the 
derivation of such regression equations. The equation may be in
terpreted thus: if, for any given individual, scores in the three 
tests are available and his score in number 3 is multiplied by .02, 
his score in number 5 by .03, and his average reaction time by 
- .014, according to the equation, the sum of these values plus the 
constant 1.81 will give the most probable value of his ability in the 
job. It will not predict this latter with absolute certainty any more 
than a life insurance company can predict a person's date of death, 
but it does give the best estimate as to what a man can do in the 

. job just as the insurance company determines the most probable 
age to which a person of certain status will live. The closeness 
with which such prediction for an individual case can be made 
depends on the correlation between the weighted tests and the 
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criterion, ie., the coefficient of multiple correlation. If this c0rre

lation is quite high, it is possible to make a rather close prediction 
and the chance that the man will ultimately fall a long distance 
above or below the prediction is slight. If, however, the correlation 
is low there is a considerable chance that the prediction will fall 
wide of its mark. 

The question of just how close a prediction can be made with 
correlations of different magnitude and of the chance that the em
ployer must take in hiring employees with various test scores has 
already been diseussed in Chapter vm in connection with "Critical 
Scores." Furthermore, it can be shown statistieally that a group 
of tests weighted according to the regiession equation will correlate 
more highly with the criterion than will that same group of tests 
weighted in any other fashion, and hence this weighting process 
makes for more accurate prediction of vocational proficiency. It 
will be reealled that the above-mentioned diseussion in the pre
ceding chapter brought out the great desirability of raising the 
correlation from the standpoint of making fewer mistakes in pre
diction. Weighting the tests is one way in which the correlation 
can be increased. If a few days of statistical work will raise it 
from .50 to .60 and will double the efficiency of the methods in 
eliminating an undesirable class of applicants (as may often be the 
case - cf. p. 219), it is worth the efh.-t and we find herein the 
justification of the rather laborious tsslt of weighting the tests. 

The method of devising a group of tests to measure the mental 
components of the occupation has been rather widely used. Some 
of the work has been done with the statistical refinement above 
described, but frequently rougher methods have been employed. 
In most instances, however, there has been some effort to compare 
efficiency in the tests with efficiency in the job. A few other cases 
of the former sort will be descn"bed further to illustrate the method. 

EXAMPLES WlTJl PABTIAL CORRELATION TECIUIlQUB 

Telegraphers. A group of drafted men in a telegraph echool 
were studied with a view to measuring potentisl telegraphic apti
tude. (608.) The criterion consisted of their efficiency in re
ceiving after 100 hours practice. A considerable number of te..te 
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that seemed to measure factors involved in the occupation were 
selected. A rhythm test consisted of writing dots and dashes in a 
rhythm that was presented to the subject in auditmy fashion. 
There was a conventional opposites test and an analogies test 
(cf. examples 16 and 17, Chapter IV). There was also a test of 
following directions (cf. example 32, wpra), a completion test 
which involved filling in mjssing words in a paragraph (cf. example 
31, supra), as well as tests of spelling and arithmetic. The original 
correlations for the best tests appear in Table XXIV. The re
maining tests were discarded on the basis of preljminary correlation 
with the criterion. The partial correlations of each test with the 
criterion, keeping all the other tests constant, Iil..,wise appear in 
the table. It will be seen from these figures that the rhythm test 
is the most important of the group. Its original correlation is the 
largest, and then, when all the other tests are kept constant and 
the intrinsic relation of test to criterion determined, this test shows 
a still greater superiority to the othem. The regression equation 
was worked out in the method above described to determine the 
best possible weighting of the tests. The coefficient of multiple 
correlation between the weighted smn of the tests and the criterion 
is .53. The rhythm test alone correlates to the extent of .48 so the 
inclusion of the other tests does not very greatly increase the pre
dictive value. The rhythm test manifestly carries most of the 
load. 

~o.aa...m..a P ....... ~ 

Rhythm tesL ............ .48 .31 

Opposites •••...•••.••••••• .0 .21 

Analogi ................... .29 .03 

DirectiOllll .•....•.•....•.• .')f( .M 
Completion ...........•••• .21 .09 

1 After ThUl1lkmtt. 
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Aviators. A set of tests was developed to predict aptitude for 
flying an airplane. A preliminary selection of a considerable 
number of tests was made: various kinds of simple and choice re
action times, ability to detect sudden changes of equilibrium, ability 
to note slight and gradual changes of equilibrium, susceptibility 
to fatigue, estimation of distances and velocities, ability to detect 
slight differences in sounds, speed of tapping, emotional stability 
(steadiness of pulse and breathing and hand tremor after a revolver 
shot), and a number of other measures. Some of the tests were 
eliminsted after giving them to cadets in a number of ground schools 
and comparing tests with subsequent flying ability. The remaining 
group of tests was then tried out more fully at flying schools and 
scores correlated with instructors' estimates as to flying ability 
and with the number of hours of flying instruction with double 
control before the cadet was allowed to fly the ship alone. The 
measures finally used consisted of a brief mental alertness test, 
evaluation of certsin items in the personal history blank especially 
with reference to athletic activities, the extent of Bwaying as the 
subject stood at attention with a pointer attached to the top of his 
head writing on smoked paper, the angle through which the sub
ject's chair could be tilted very slowly before he was aware of the 
direction of the tilt, changes in breathing and hand tremor after a 
revolver shot, choice reaction to a sudden change of equilibrium as 
the platform on which the subject was seated tilted suddenly to . 
left or right, and auditory plus visual reaction time minus equilib
rium reaction time. This last item is of particular interest, for it 
developed that not only was equilibrium reaction time significant, 
but that time relative to the other reaction times was especially so. 
That is, a person whose equilibrium reaction time is quick relative 
to his other reaction times (visual and auditory) is more promising 
as an aviator. This differential score was discovered by partial 
correlation and would probably not otherwise have been found. 
These tests were then all weighted by the regression equation pro
cedure and the coefficient of multiple correlation between the 
weighted sum of tests and the criterion was approximately .70. 
This fina1 result may be shown in another way with the data for 
a group of cadets at Kelley Field. In Table XXV the men are 
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grouped into eight classes on the basis of their weighted test score 
(first column). They were estimated by their instructors as good 
(g) or poor (p). Each letter in the second column indicates an 
individual aviator. The preponderance of poor men among the 

TABLE XXV. CoMPABJSON OF WEIGHTED TEST SCORES WlTH FLYING 
ABILITY 

WIIIOIITED Scou Un'rBVCTOBa' Ei'rDlATJil8 Avu"uJB DUAL Tum 

-75 or worse pppppp 15.5 

-50to-74 ppppppg 11.2 

-25 to-49 pppppppppp 10.2 
pppg 

Oto-24 pppppppppp 10.0 
ppppppgggg 
ggggg 

o to +24 ppggggg 9.2 

+25 to +49 ppggmggg 9.2 
gggg 

+50 to +74 ggggggg 7.5 

+75 or better g 7.2 

.low scores and the preponderance of good men among the high 
scores is obvious. The last column gives the average dual time
i.e., average number of hours spent Hying with an instructor and 
dual control before being aJlowed to fly alone - for each of the 
eight groups. Whereas those with lowest test scores required 
fifteen hours of Hying instruction on the average the best ones in 
test score required only about seven hours and with decreasing test 
scores there is a consistent increase in dual time. 

Clerical workers. A set of ten different tests was given to a group 
of clerical workers and preliminary correlations made with man
agers' estimates as to ability in general clerical work. (102.) It 
was obvious from the preliminary data. that four of the tests might 
be discarded at once. The remaining six were intercorre1a.ted and 
determination made of the tina.! multiple corre1a.tion for weighted 
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test scores and criterion. It developed that four tests were practi
cally as good as the six. Test 2 involved underlining adjacent 
letters that formed words in a printed page of unspaced letters. 
Test 3 involved going down a column of numbers and adding 17 to 
each. Test 4 was an "analogies" test in multiple choice form 
(example 17, Chapter IV). Test 5 consisted of a test with every 
pair of adjaoent letters in each word separated by an irrelevant 
letter, as: 

a~_~ b~D!", ~ ~~ qtweesrtt 
this is a mental 

The subject was to decipher the test by reading every other letter 
in each word. The original correlations of test and criterion and 
those same correlations when the other tests are kept constant by 
partiai correlation are given in Table XXVI. The tests manifestly 

TABLE XXVI. CoBBELATlOIf OF TESTS WITH GENERAL CLERICAL ABILITY 

OBIGDf.u. CoBBZU'l'lOJf P.A.RTaL COlUU!LA.'l'IOJf 

Test 2 ••................. , .40 .14 

Test 3 .••...•............. .34 .17 

Test 4 ••........•.... ; .... .31 .18 

Test 5 .•.................. .47 .23 

overlap somewhat, as is shown by the fact that the partiai corre
lations are considerably lower than the original. The regression 
equation for these four tests is as follows: 

X, = .0l9 X, + .011 X. + .088 X. + .015 X, - 251 

The multiple correlation between the weighted test scores and the 
criterion is .56, which it will be seen is appreciably better than that 
obtained with any single test. 

EXAMPLES WITH LESS STATISTICAL REFINEMENT 

Telephone operators. The foregoing are typical of tests for the 
mental components of the job evaluated by the aid of partial corre-
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lation procedure. The majority of such experiments, however, 
have in the past been performed without this refinement, and while 
further study and weighting of the various tests would doubtless 
have improved matters somewhat, the tests have nevertheless been 
fairly successful in predicting vocational aptitude. A few such 
studies will be described by way of illustration. 

One of the earliest of these was a test for telephone operators. 
(408.) These tests were given to girls in a telephone school. 
They comprised memory span for numbers - i.e., the maximum 
number of digits that could be repeated after a single reading; a 
cancellation test, crossing out certain letters on a page; a memory 
test by the method of word pairs; a test of card sorting; a motor 
coOrdination test - tapping rapidly in sequence three crosses on 
the blank; and speed of association reaction to a stimulus word. 
The scores of the girls were ranked in each test and then the average 
rank computed for each girl. These average ranks were then com
pared with proficiency in the telephone school after three months' 
service. There was a marked although not universal tendency for 
those with the better test scores to be more proficient in actual 
service. The company, moreover, had surreptitiously introduced 
among the supposed pupils in the school a number of expert 
operators. These experts made high scores. 

Insurance salesmen. A group of insurance salesmen was given 
a form of the will temperament test (cf. example 38, Chapter IV); 
a test for objections to purchase in which hypothetical objections 
raised by a purchaser must have an appropriate answer given for 
them; a questionnaire designed to indicate a person's interests, 
another questionnaire containing items of personal history, a brief 
intelligence test and a test of "social relations" - i.e., information 
regarding music, games, sports, religion, theatrical matters, etc. 
(468.) These test scores were compared with the criterion and the 
most useful determined. They were then weighted as follows 
(the items the names of which do not obviously connote the nature 
of the test being part of the will-temperament test): flexibility in 
disguise 7, personal history 6, speed of decision on personal traits 6, 
objections to purchase 5, freedom from self-consciousness 5, care for 
detail 5, interest analysis 4, speed of decision 3, intelligence 2, 
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social relations 2, speed of movement 2. When the scores are 
weighted in this fashion and plotted against the criterion, the scat
ter plot appears encouraging and shows a fairly close rel!\tion. 

A notion of the predictive va.lue of this composite set of measure
ments may be obtained from Table XXVII. For instance, of the 

TABLE XXVIT. SUCCESS OF lNsUllANCE SALESlIIIEN COlolPAlIED wrra 
CoMPOSITE TEST ScoRES 1 

c.-Sco ... SUCt:I'.8fDiOL Do"""",,, UNSUCCBBID'UL ....-... s....s.wr s....s.wr 

3to 22 92 8 0 

Oto 2 44 28 28 

-1 to-IS 0 33 67 

I Alter Ream. 

men who scored between 3 and 22, 92 per cent were successful, 8 
per cent doubtful, and none unsuccessful. Of those who scored be
tween 0 and 2, 44 per eent were successful, 28 per cent doubtful, 
and 28 per eent unsuccessful. This shows a fair tendency for those 
with high composite scores to be more successful than those with 
low scores. 

MISCELLANEOUS BRIEF EXAl\lPLES 

Olliee workers. The majority of menta.! test projects have em
ployed the foregoing technique of measuring separately the various 
menta.! factors involved in the job. To give a notion of the scope 
of this work, very brief mention will be made of a considerable 
number of different vocationa.! fields in which this technique has 
been applied. Many such studies have been made with various 
kinds of ollice workers. A few tests were given to good typists 
who typed more than 540 sheets per dsy and to poor typists who 
typed less than 430 sheets. (263.) In a test of giving opposites, 
the former group takes 70 seconds on the average while the latter 
takes 78 seconds; the good typists require 60 seconds in a color
naming test and the poor typists 65 seconds; in a test of substi

,tuting symbols for numbers the good ones make 2 errors on the 
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average and the poor ones 12. A study was made of champion 
typists and their proficieney in certain motor testa compared with 
the proficiency of persons in general. (71.) The testa comprised 
motion of the forefinger, of the hand bending at the wrist, of the 
forearm bending at the elbow, and of the upper arm bending at the 
shoulder. The standard proficiency of individuals of vanOIlS ages 
had been previously established in another connection. The testa 
were given to contestants in a national typewriting contest and 
also to a number of ex-world champions. The superiority of each 
individual to the standard established for his age was noted. 
The present world champions are approximately 30 per cent su
perior to this standard; the ex-world champions 26 per cent, the 
amateurs in· the contest 15 per cent, and the world school cham
pions 13 per cent superior to the standard. Studies of typewriting 
have also been made with correlation technique. In one instance 
upwards of twenty different testa were tried on many different 
groups and test scores correlated with production or with teachers' 
estimates. (415.) The corre1ations varied considerably from one 
group of typists to another, sometimes being as high as .70. The 
best tests on the whole involved immediste memory span for sen
tences, ability to follow complicated directions, finding the products 
of pairs of numbers in a table in which it was necessary to locate 
the appropriste row and column in order to find the product, a 
completion test, i.e., filling in omitted words (cf. example 31, Chap
ter IV), and a spelling test. In a similar study with a single group 
of subjects, four testa proved to correlate appreciably with effi
ciency in typing. (620.) The testa with their corre1ations are as 
follows: tapping on a typewriter key .54, underlining the lettel1l 
:m wherever they occurred together in a page of lettel1l .68, a sub
stitution test (cf. example 14, Chapter IV) .52, and underlining 
pairs of adjacent numbers whose sum is 9 in a page of random 
numbel1l .41. A similar study of stenographers yields correlations 
a little smaller than the preceding. (488.) For bard "directions" 
(cf. example 33, Chapter IV) the corre1ation is .46, for giving op
posites .45, and for substitution .40. 

Studies of office workel1l have not been confined to typists and 
stenographers. Billers in a freight department were given testa of 
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following directions, completion and substitution. (230.) The 
agreement between their test performance and vocational profi
ciency is "very marked." In another study of operators of a billing 
machine the correlations with the criterion are as follows: intelli
gence .48, cube imitation (cf. example 43, Chapter IV) .45, cancel
ling A's in a page of random letters .37 and sorting cards .39. 
(308.) With Hollerith machine (a statistical machine) operators; 
opposites, substitution, completion, and similar tests give rather 
small correlations, but when weighted according to a regression 
equation five such tests yield a coefficient of .45. (361.) 

Factory workers. Some industrial concerns have adopted 
various series of tests which they use without any very consistent 
effort to determine their validity. Typical of such programs are 
the tests used in an electrical manufacturing concern. (236,427.) 
One test involves assembling a cube that is cut into nine irregular 
pieces; another comprises a metal block containing one hundred 
holes and the subject inserts pegs in these holes three at a time. 
Nothing is said regarding the use or validation of the tests. A 
similar concern is· using a much more elaborate series of tests. 
(496.) Visual acuity is measured with smaJI wires of different 
size; space perception is tested by bisecting lines, locating the mid
dle of circles and dividing arcs into equal portions; "distributed 
attention" is measured by sorting tags and at the same time turning 
two ministure hour-glasses as soon as they require it; motor control 
is determined by holding a stylus in small holes without touching 
the edge or by adjusting a surface on which a baJI can roll. Dis
tribution curves of test scores made by various groups of workers 
are given, but no actual correlations with vocational proficiency. 
In a camera concern a mechanical test involving fitting !!IIlall 
metal pins into holes in a board is said to have been useful. (355.) 

In most of the factories that employ tests, however, some effort 
has been made to validate the tests. A series of tests was devised 
for cabinet workers. (20.) One involved lining up a straight edge 
with a target and the error was measured by a miorometer device; 
another consisted of the handle of a plane with a device to record 
the length of stroke as the subject tried to move his handle a fixed 
distance at constant rate; another device indicated the constancy· 
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of pressure on the handle of the plane; another test involved judg
ing cross-sections of objects such as cylinders taken in various 
directions; another consisted of drawing angles and another of 
adjusting two surfaces with a micrometer screw sO that they felt 
flush when tested with the finger-tip. The workers were grouped 
into three classes on the basis of their actual proficiency in cabinet 
work. The correlations of the first four tests above mentioned 
with this criterion are respectively .87, .83, .75, and .81. The 
correlations of these tests with each other are much lower than 
this, which is especia.lly favorable if it is desired to combine them 
into a regression equation. 

In the sorting department of a feather factory three tests proved 
rather satisfactory with a small group of workers. (99.) One test 
involved the use of pieces of cardboard of somewhat the shape of 
an ostrich feather. These cards were shown for 10 seconds each 
and the subject judged their length and width. The correlations of 
ranks in this test with foremen's ranks as to proficiency in sorting 
feathers is .65. In a color discrimination test the correlation is 
.58 and in a brief actual sample of sorting feathers it is .76. 

In a chocolate factory fair correlations with the criterion (three 
classes of ability in packing chocolates) are reported, although the 
tests are not described. (171.) The correlations are as follows: 
hand and eye coordination .59, speed test with a peg board .49, 
speed test with beads .44, visual memory .44, substitution .40, 
and perception of equal distances .37. 

Tests of a small group of weavers showed rather high correlations 
with the manager's ratings of the workers. (548.) Dexterity in 
twisting things with the fingers was tested by having the subject 
turn a standard thumbscrew. The average length of each turn 
correlates with the criterion to the extent of .73 and the speed of 
turning to the extent of .63. A test of disparate attention, in which 
cards were shown and the Subject noted simultaneously three dif
ferent aspects of the card, correlates to the extent of .51. A pattern 
discrimination test, in which patterns were presented in pairs and 
the subject noted the difference between those of each pair, gives 
a correlation of .49. A similar test, in which two patterns were 
shown successively rather than simultaneously, gives a correIation 
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of .38. Three other tests each give correlations of .41. One in
volved a series of spools of yarn of varying thickness which were to 
be arranged in order of magnitude. Another involved threading a 
stiff wire through eyelets suspended in a frame. The last involved 
planning ahead as typified by perfonnance with a maze. When the 
tests are combined into a single score, the correlation with the 
criterion is .77. 

In a printing establishment a series of tests was adopted for 
typesetters. (342.) The first consisted of spelling and punctua
tion. The second involved reading a badly written paragraph 
with many ink blots in it (something like a completion test). The 
third involved setting up a sentence that used only nine different 
letters with nine boxes of type provided. The fourth consisted of 
copying a long sentence on a typewriter. In these last two tests 
the number of times the subject looked at the copy was noted. 
The foregoing tests were used for employment purposes. Stand
ards were, however, determined arbitrarily rather than by corre
lation procedure. A more scientific study of typesetting was made 
later. (412.) Six tests were evaluated by comparison with effi
ciency in the job and four were retained. A cancellation test
cancelling every letter e in a page of nonsense type - gives a corre
lation of .64; a substitution test - substituting digits for letters -
gives a correlation of .58; a directions test (cf. example 33, Chapter 
IV) has a correlation of .57, and a test of inserting pegs in holes 
gives a correlation of .57. With a group of typesetters in another 
company, the correlations for these same tests are respectively 
.59, .50, .60, and .56, showing pretty fair agreement between the 
two groups. When the tests are weighted approximately according 
to a regression equation, the correlation for the group of tests in the 
first company is .71 and in the other .80. 

Telephone and telegraph operators. FoIlowing the lead of ear
lier work cited above, various studies have been made of telephone 
operators. In one case the first test made use of a window at 
which six letters might appear. (294.) The subject reacted to 
certain of them with four telegraph keys and his reaction time was 
noted. In a second test the subject reacted with an actual tele
phone plug, putting it into certain jacks according to the symbol 
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that was presented. A third test involved a series of patterns 
which were presented briefly and which the subject attempted to 
reproduce from memory. A fina\ test involved memory span for 
numbers and also logical memory. These tests were evaluated in a 
preliminary way and ranked in the order of their importance for 
prognosis, although no correIstion procedure was used. Somewhat 
similar statistical technique was used in another study of telephone 
operators. (199.) It involved a completion test, a test in which 
symbols were reproduced after a short exposure, a "monotony 
test" in which the subject closed two electric contacts alternately 
and counted aloud, various memory tests, steadiness of the hand, 
auditory acuity, and a sort of choice reaction to letters that moved 
across the field. A consideration of some of the extremely good and 
poor operators showed some correspondence between tests and 
criterion. A similar study was made with greater statistical re
finement. (170.) The girls in a telephone exchange were ranked 
by the manager and the following correlations with test scores ob
tained: auditory memory span for digits .47, imagining a paper 
folded so as to have the creases bound several sections and then 
touching the middle of each of these sections successively in time 
with a metronome .44, sorting cards into four boxes .43, serial 
memory - names of ten cities read aloud in succession - .42, 
variability in simple visual reaction time .32. All the other tests 
give correlations less than .30. If the tests are weighted equally, 
the combined scores correIste with the manager's estimate to the 
extent of .M. If only the best tests are used in this manner, the 
correlation is .70. The development of prognostic tests for tele
graphers has already been cited. An earlier effort along the same 
lines yielded a group of tests that gave a correIstion of about .50. 
(265.) In another study the tests employed were more similar to 
actual telegraph practice so that they comprised a mixture of trade 
tests and innate capacity tests. One test involved receiving actual 
telegraph code. Another necessitated receiving words and select
ing the first letter of each. These first letters made a sentence. 
Dots and dashes (nonsense) were received in groups of 3 to 10. 
Ability to disCI iminate differences in the pitch of a tone was 
IDcasured. CIiticai scores in these tests were established without, 
however, evaluating them statisticaIly. 
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Motormen. In addition to the tests of total mental situation for 
mOtonnen described above, there have been attempts to measure 
the mental components of the occupation. One of these was quite 
elaborate. (210, 617, 618.) The motonnen were tested with 
reference to color blindness and visual acuity. Vision in dim light 
was determined by placing the subject's head in a box and having 
him discriminate letters displayed therein. A steadiness test 
similar to example 1, Chapter IV, was given with the exoeption 
that both hands were used simultaneously and held the stylus in 
the manner in which controls on a trolley are ordinarily held. In a 
similar test a rod was moved through an arc like that described by 
the controller on a car without touching the edges of the slot. 
Two vertie&! rods some ten or twelve feet long were baJanced and 
the subject required to catch either as soon as it began to tip. A 
se&!e at the top of the rod indicated how far it tipped before the 
subject noted it. Knowledge of traffic rules was tested with minia
ture cars on Ii street intersection. Certain ones were suddenly 
lighted and the subject required to tell which had the right of way 
or which should start first. A test with a miniature track and 
lights I!&shing on to indicate pedestrians and vehicles, similar to 
that described above as a test for total situation, was included in 
this series. To measure emotiona.! stability the subject was in
structed as to what levers he should operate in case anything un
foreseen happened. Then it was arranged so that the floor beneath 
him gave way slightly or so that some wires a short distance in 
front of his face short-circuited and created a substantia.! arc. To 
get at the subject's mechanica.! insight he was shown pictures or 
models of various arrangements of gears and required to state in 
what direction a certain member would move if anothor designated 
one moved in the direction of the arrow. The tests apparently 
were not correlated with a criterion, but were actually used for 
hiring employees. Some twenty-five per cent of the applicants 
were rejected on the basis of these tests. In the first year the men 
who had been hired without being tested had fifty per cent more 
accidents than those hired on the basis of the tests. The training 
time for these latter was shortened by about 120 hours. A briefer 
set of tests a.!ong these same lines was said to have shown some 
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agreement with the men's service record. (198.) In another 
similar project the subject reacts to the presence or absence of 
certain lights with two hand levers and two foot pedals - using 
about the same muscles that he used in actually operating a car. 
(635.) The average motorman makes six mistakes in the test. Of 
those classed by their supervisors as "fairly safe," 75 per cent make 
eight or more mistakes, while of those rated as "safe" 35 per cent 
make eight or more mistakes, and all of those rated as "very safe" 
make less than six mistakes. Another test which showed some 
relation to ratings on courtesy involved items of judgment like the 
following: 

1. If a passenger bawls you out when you do not deserve it, what would 
you do? 

· ... Call the conductor to help put him off the car. 
• ••. Shout back at him. 

, •••. Say nothing to him, but report the incident to your superin
tendent. 

• ••. Explain quietly to the man that he is wrong. 

2. If an intoxicated man W88 annoying passengers in your car, what 
would you do? 

••.. Put him off the car • 
••. . Pay no attention to him. 
• ••• Turn him over to the nearest officer. 
• •.. Report to the train dispatcher. 

3. If a passenger aaks you to speed up your car so that he can catch the 
car ahead. what would you do? . 

· ... Speed up to satisfy the passenger. . 
• •.. Tell the passenger to aak the conductor. 
• ••. Decreaae the speed of your car. . 
•••• Refuse to comply with the request of the passenger. 

Automohile drivers. An approach has been made to the problem 
of the mental qualifications necessary for safe operation of an auto
mobile. (402.) One such study was confined to the reaction time 
of the driver under actua.\ conditions of operating the car. A 
tachometer (a device more accurate than the usua.\ ~eedometer) 
was arranged so that when the car reached a certain speed a pistol 
on the running board was automatically fired. This pistol was 
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loaded with a red pigment which made a mark on the pavement. 
The subject was to apply the brakes the instant he heard this sig
nal. The application of the brakes fired a similar pistol. The 
distance between the two marks on the pavement made it possible, 
knowing the speed of the car, to compute the reaction time. Taxi
drivers were quicker in this test on the average than were other 
subjects. Some of the best reacted in as short a time as 0.3 
second. At 20 miles an hour a reaction time cif 0.5 second will be
gin to stop the car in 15 feet, while a reaction time of 1.5 seconds 
will allow the car to go 45 feet before beginning to stop. It is, of 
course, possible to measure a person's reaction time in the labora
tory before he ever drives an automobile at all, and while experi
ment only would settle the matter it is probable that persons who 
reacted quickly in the laboratory would do likewise under actual 
driving conditions. 

A more elaborate study of drivers has been undertaken by the 
Yellow Cab Company. (544,545,546.) In Chicago some 21 per 
cent of the applicants for employment have been rejected on the 
basis of a poor showing in certain tests and as a result there has 
been a substantial decrease in accidents. According to a recent 
statement this decrease amounted to 34 per cent. A brief descrip
tion of the tests follows. An abbreviated intelligence test some
thing like the Army test is useful in eliminating applicants of ex
tremely low capacity. With those of average or superior intelli
gence, however, the test does not appear differential of ability in 
the job. 

Reaction time during fear is determined with a rather complicated 
equipment. The subject sits at a table in a dark room. He closes 
two switches by pressing on pedals with his feet and also closes 
another with his left hand. He can then light anyone of a number 
of small lamps on the board before him by taking a plug in his right 
hand and touching the proper terminals on the board. He is told 
to operate the small switchboard so as to light the lamps in order. 
At his right are two other switches, one operated by hand and the 
other by foot. The subject is told that if anything unusual hap
pens while he is lighting the lamps, such as a Bash of light or an 
electric shock, he is to shut off the CUflent by operating these two 
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switches at his right. The test is tali:en in almost complete dark
ness. There is a board mounted about ten inches in front of the 
subject's face containiog spark gaps. During the test the subject 
is without warning given an electric shock and an arc created in the 
spark gap in front of his face. The time taken for him to make the 
appropriate reactions with the two switches at his right is auto
matically recorded. In another test the subject is given a board on 
which are cut four irregular lanes. They vary in length, but have 
the same terminus. The .shortest is the narrowest and the longest 
is the widest. There are various irregularities and sharp turns in 
these lanes. The subject traces through the lane with a stylus 
avoiding contact with the edges. Every such contact is recorded 
automatically and another recording device makes it possible to 
note the speed with which the subject moves the stylus at various 
portions of the course. The subject is scored according to whether 
he selects the lane that will enable him to make the best time and 
whether he slows down at points of difficulty such as corners. Other 
tests involve tapping on a telegraph key and maintainiog a con
stant pressure against a spring. Reaction time is also measured 
with foot pedals and hand keys. A final test involves a number 
of toy vehicles whose motion is controlled electrically. They are 
moved in various directions and at various speeds and the subject 
is required to indicate the.point at which they will pass or overtake 
each other. This work is at present still in the experimental 
stage, but its use thus far has decreased appreciably the number of 
accidents. 

Public service. A number of occupations in the public service 
have been investigated in the same manner as have those in the 
commercial field. Tests for fire-fighters have been proposed. One 
such proposal involves reaction time measurements and measures 
of emotional stability through a record of breathing or tremor when 
a sudden stimulus such as a revolver shot is applied. (15.) An
other proposal presents a number of tests each to receive the weight 
indicated in parentheses: Army inteUigence test (2); observation
looking at a picture of a fire scene and then answering questions 
about it (1); understanding printed material dealing with fire
figbting - the subject is handed the material and answers flUe&-
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tions by consulting it (1); memoty for verbal orders of the sort 
issued during a fire (1); education and experience (1); medical and 
physical examination, strength and agility (3). (466.) 

In quite similar fashion tests have been suggested for policemen 
with the weights indicated: Army intelligence test (2); accuracy of 
observation - questions on a picture shown previously and also 
recording auto tags from memoty (1); memoty tests - recording 
facts from a description that is read and identifying photographs 
shown once and then mixed with other photographs (1); under
standing laws and police rules - the subject is given a copy and 
answers questions by referring to· the copy (1); police duties
identifying crimes from definitions and descriptions of cases (1); 
education and experience (1); personal traits as determined by an 
interview (1); medical and physical tests (2). (584, 600.) 

Similar qualifications have been suggested for a government 
hospital attendant. (4OO.) The items involve a written duties 
test (understanding hospital rules, recogoizing certain mental dis
eases and general information), education, personal traits manifest 
in an interview, medical and physical examination. Similarly, for 
a janitor there have been suggested a mechanical intelligence 
test (example 45, Chapter IV), tests dealing with work and mate
rials and understanding printed material dealing with cleaning and 
maintenance. (583.) Other tests along these lines are being de
veloped by the Bureau of Public Personnel Administration. Some 
of them, of course, border on trade tests (infra) at least in certain 
portions, but innate factors such as intelligence are involved in 
most of them. They include tests for prison guard (586), food in
spector (403), bacteriologist (256), Iibraty assistant (94), patholo
gist (255), playground supervisor (92), road inspector, (535), shift 
engineman (536). 

Miscellaneous. Hydrophone listeners were selected on the basis 
of tests of keenness of hearing, accuracy of discriminating sounds, 
memoty for pitch, rhythm, and quality of a sound, pitch discrimina
tion, discrimination of rhythms and sound qualities, general accu
racy and ability to follow directions. (418.) The first group 
selected in this way and sent into service was reported as "far and 
away the best .. group that had hitherto been received. 
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In an attempt to devise methods for predicting aptitude for 
public speaking students in a class read a selection from the rear of 
the room and were judged by their fellow students. (653.) This 
criterion was compared with results with the phonograph records 
for the Seashore tests of musical talent (cf. example 8, Chspter IV). 
The correlations are as follows; sense of pitch .48, tonal memory 
.35, sense of time .19, and sense of intensity .18. Obviously the 
test for pitch carries most of the load and if the tests are weighted 
according to a regression equation the correlation is only .49. 

Tests have even been suggested for judges in eriminal courts. 
(393.) The principal one involved observation of a picture or a 
standard series of events and then questions regarding what had 
been observed. Others comprised memory for physiognomies and a 
completion test. Marked individual differences were found be
tween different judges but no criterion for evaluating the tests was 
available. 

A series of tests has been devised for predicting journalistic apti
tude. (181.) The first involves the subject's ability to discrim
inate the relative importance of items, i.e., his "nose for news." 
It is a story of a fire and the subject ma.rks the most important of 
various groups of items. The next presents various situations 
which might confront a reporter. Each situation has listed with it 
several alternative courses of action which the reporter might take. 
The subject in each inst .. nce has to check the best alternative. The 
third test necessitates the checking of correct definitions in a list 
which comprises correct and incorrect ones. The next involves 
checking errors in an exciting story. The next is a conventional 
opposites test and the last presents a picture of an accident com
prising a lot of detail and after a brief observation questions re
garding items in the picture are to be answered. This test was given 
to students in journalism classes in a number of universities and 
correla.ted with instruotors' estimates as to journalistic ability. The 
correlations vary with the different groups hut average around .40. 

POLLOW-UP PBOCEDlllUC 

After a psychologist has developed a test or series of tests for 
predicting aptitude in a certain occupation his task is not completed 
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as far as that occupation is concerned. The methods can be put 
into use in the employment office for selecting workers. It is 
desirable, however, to keep a record of their scores in the tests 
taken at the time they are hired and subsequently to compare 
their test scores with their ability in the job after they have 
learned it. After a sufficient number of applicants have taken the 
tests and have been at the job long enough to reach their ma.'<imum 
efficiency it is well to get figures as to the latter ability in much the 
same manner that the criterion was originally determined and then 
to compare the original test scores with this new criterion. This 
will serve to vindicate the whole procedure, for wbile it is probable 
that tests devised originally to differentiate the good from the poor 
employees will serve likewise in differentiating the good from the 
poor applicants it is well eventually to determine empirically if 
this is the C&Be. Furthermore, an occasional check on the value of 
the methods is desirable because there may sometimes be cha.nges 
in the general type of applicants, the methods of training or even 
the methods of work that will render the original tests invalid. 
This follow-up procedure has a further advantage in that it may 
be poesible from time to time to introduce slight changes in method. 
It may be desirable to give one or two tests in addition to those 
originally standardized and evaluate these subsequently with a 
view to including them ultimately in the regression equation
poesibly replacing some of the ongina.! ones. 

It is well for the employment psychologist to keep in touch with 
his original work. It is, of course, often necessary to develop 
methods, make them as objective and fool-proof as possible and 
then tum them over to untrained persons in the employment office 
for routine administration. This is probably not ideal. The 
technique of mental examination is more reliable in the hands of a 
person with psychological training. Unforeseen contingencies may 
arise. Very frequently extraneous reactions which the applicant 
makes, quite apart from his actual test performance, are of voca
tional significance and only the trained examiner can make the 
most of this "clinical picture." The time will come when large 
concerns will have a psychologist permanently attached to the 
staff - just as they now have chemists, physicists, or engineers-
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to maintain-constant supervision over the personnel and other 
work that is psychological in character. An industrial concern is, 
in a way, a psychological laboratory in which the problems are not 
all solved and the methods devised for all time but in which re
search may well be continuously in progress. 

SUlllMABY 

In devising a set of tests for the mental components of the occu
pation the preliminary procedure of analysis is similar to that for 
the test of total situation. It is then necessary to select and devise 
tests for the various components that the analysis reveals. No 
test measures, of course, an isolated mental factor but this proce
dure will probably bring better results than selecting teste at 
random. The more tests used the greater the chances of finding 
some which have high correlations with the criterion. The number 
evaluated generally depends on the length of time for which the 
subjects are available. 

The tests selected must be given to subjects and evaluated to 
determine which to retain and which to discard. Usually some 
rough correlation technique is adequate to eliminate the worst 
tests. The remaining ones are then correlated more carefully with 
the criterion and with each other in order to assign each test its 
proper" weight" in the total score. It is not desirable to weight 
each ~t according to its correlation with the criterion because 
some of the tests may be measuring substantially the same factor 
while others may involve more independent factors. This over
lapping may be ascertained by correlating the teste with each 
other. 

The technique of partial correlation makes it possible to eliminate 
the effects of this overlapping. By this technique one computes 
what the correlation of a test and the criterion would be if based on 
subjects who all had the same ability in the other tests. This 
shows the intrinsic relation of a test to the criterion and affords a 
more adequate weighting for each test than does its original corre
lation which takes no account of the overlapping. A consideration 
of the partial correlation formuIm shows that the best test for the 
present purpose is one which has a high correlation with the crits-
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non and a low correlation with the other tests, for this will tend to 
make its partial correlation with the criterion high. 

A regression equation can then be derived which expresses 
probable vocational aptitude in terms of the tests. It indicates 
the weight or constant number by which to multiply each test 
score so that the weighted sum will give the best possible prediction 
of the criterion. The weight for a test is roughly proportional to 
its partial correlation with the criterion with the other tests kept 
constant. 

The coefficient of multiple correlation is simply the correlation of 
the weighted sum of the tests with the criterion. This indicates 
how valuable the tests are for the purpose in hand and shows how 
much the weighted sum of the tests is superior to any single test. 

Various examples of tests for the mental components of the job 
were given. Some of these employed partial correlation technique; 
for instance, tests of attention and reaction time for tire finishers, 
tests of rhythm and association for telegraphers, tests of sense of 
equilibrium, reaction time and emotional stability for aviators and 
various tests of attention or association for clerical workers. In 
such cases the tests were weighted according to a regression equa
tion. In other examples less statistical refinement was employed 
although the work was analyzed into its components and effort 
made to measure these separately. Sometimes the tests were 
weighted equally or sometimes an arbitrary weighting adopted. 
Some of the examples were tests of coordination, memory and 
association for telephone operators, tests of temperament for 
salesmen and tests involving classification of items and noting 
similarities and differences for filing clerks. The method of testing 
the mental components of the job has been rather widely used and 
to illustrate its scope brief examples were given of such tests for 
office workers, industrial operatives, motormen, taxi drivers, tele
graph and telephone operators, workers in the public service such 
as firemen and policemen and miscellaneous persons such as public 
speakers and journalists. 

When a test project has been developed and put into practical 
use it is desirable to follow up the results for a time and see whether 
the new employees hired on the basis of the tests actually conform 
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to the prediction. This will serve as a subsequent validation of the 
whole method. It also makes possible minor revisions of the tests. 
If the psychologist is able to keep in touch with the work it is pos
sible to have a continuous program of occasional addition and re
vision with a view to gradually increasing the validity of the em
ployment methods. 



CHAPTER X 
INTELLIGENCE AND VOCATIONAL APTITUDE 

THE preceding chapter discussed tests for special mental capacity 
in so far as they may be used to predict occupational success. 
Perhaps most of the employment problems with which a psycholo
gist deals are of this type. Occupatioua! misfits are usually lacking 
in some of these special respects. The foreman will state that the 
worker "can't remember numbers," or "does not put his mind on 
his work," or is "too slow." With modern industrial organization 
the majority of jobs necessitate the acquisition of a reiatively'small 
number of habits; and it is a question of whether the applicant has 
the special capacities such as memory, attention, or quick reaction 
time, that will facilitate the formation of those habits. There are 
other cases, however, in which the job apparently does not call for 
such specialized menta! equipment, but rather for an all-round 
ability, a general mental alertoess, or a facility in adapting one's 
self to a new situation. Any employment man will tell you about 
the worker who does not seem to fit anywhere, who is "stupid," 
who has to be told repeatedly what to do, and who does not "use 
his head" if anything unusual occurs. The trait involved here has 
usually been termed intelligence, and various tests have been de
vised to measure it. As stated in Chapter IV, it does not matter 
whether this genera! ability is called intelligence or something else, 
and its exact nature is of little consequence. If the results of these 
genera! tests enable us to predict occupational success, that is all 
that is required. The present chapter will be devoted to the use of 
intelligence tests for predicting vocatioua! aptitude. 

OCCUPATIONAL mERARCHY 

Occupational studies in the army. One question that arises in 
connection with such tests in employment psychology is whether a 
certain minimum of intelligence is required for different occupa
tiOIlS. It seems plausible that So person will in the long run get 
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about as high in the occupational seale as his intelligence warrants, 
and that, if we determine the average intelligence of persons in a 
certain occupation, this will tell US something about the general 
ability required for that occupation. Data bearing on this point 
were available as a result of giving the army intelligence test to a 
large number of drafted men. In connection with their examina
tion a record was made of their previous occupation. It was a 
relatively simple matter then to select a group of laborers, or a 
group of IW>Cbinis1;s, or a group of professional men, and compute 
the average intelligence of each occupational group. The results 
are rather illuminating (419,819) and a typical portion of them is 
shown in Table XXVIII. 

The scores are in terms of the actnal number of points made out 
of a possible 212. The first column gives the first quartile score, 
i.e., the score which one fourth of the group fails to surpass. This 
is the same as the 25 percentile (cf. p. 97). The next column gives 
the average. The third one gives the third quartile, i.e., the score 
which three fourths of the group fails to surpass. This is the same 
as the 75 percentile. Putting it in another way, if the men in a 
given group were lined up in order of intelligence, with the lowest 
atone end and the highest at the other, a point one fourth of the dis
tance up from the lowest end of the line would be the first quartile, 
the average would be approximately at the center of the line, while 
the third quartile would be three fourths of the distance up from 
the lowest end. The distance between the first and third quartiIes 
obviously includes the middle half of the group, and it is often used 
as a rough measure of the variability or scatter. If the first and 
third quartiles are close together, this indicate.. that the individuals 
are "bunched" or have a sma\l variability, while if these quartiles 
are widely separated, it shows that the individuals are scattered 
or have a large variability. The army test also utilized letter 
grades, C being average intelligence, B high average, and A supe
rior intelligence. The last column of the table gives the per cent of 
each group in class A or B. 

The table gives only a few of the many occupations that were 
computed in this fashion, but it is sufficient to afford a notion of the 
general trend. There is rather definite evidence of an occupational 
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TABLE XXvill. INTEr.uGENCE OF OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS 

Fmsr TmRD .... e .... 
Q.4&T1L8 Avaa.a.om 

QU.&BT.lr..JII. "'e ..... 
AOBB 

Engineer officer .••..•....•.. 144 162 176 96 
Medical officer ••••.••••.••.• 117 129 152 77 
Civil engineer ••••••••••••••• 99 117 143 6!1 
Accountant ••••••••••••••••• 98 117 136 68 
Stenographer or typist ••••••• 93 115 138 62 
Meclumical draftsman •••.••• 84 114 139 59 
Mechanical engineer ...••.... 73 110 137 47 
Bookkeeper •••••..••........ 77 101 127 46 
Filing clerk ....•..•.••.•••.. 74 97 126 40 
General clerk .•.••......••.• 74 96 121 40 
Railroad clerk. ...•.•...••••. 69 91 115 37 
Tc1egmpher ..•••••.•.••••••. 61 85 110 28 
Telephone operator •••••••••• fJ7 70 109 20 
Auto .... mbIer ••••••••••.•.. fJl 68 97 18 
General mechanic .••••••.... 48 68 94 14 
Toolroom expert. .•.•.•••.... 00 67 92 9 
GeneroJ auto repairman ...... 43 85 91 13 
Telephone lineman. ••••...... 43 64 .68 12 
GeneroJearpenter •••.•.....• 40 60 84 9 
Baker •••••••••••.••....••.. 40 59 87 11 
Bricklayer .••••••.•..•.•••.. 37 58 88 11 
Truek~ver .•••••••.••••... 37 58 83 11 
Barber •••••••••••.•••••••••• 34 OS 78 7 
Boiler-maker ...••••••••••••• 31 fJl 74 9 
Teamster .••.....•••.••••••• 30 00 72 6 
Miner •..•...••..•••.•.•.••• 40 49 71 5 
Farmer ..•.••.••••...•••••.. 30 48 73 7 
Laborer ...•••••..•••..•.... 28 47 68 4 

hierarchy. At the bottom of the intelligence scale we find the un
skilled laborers; higher up we find those in more skilled mechanical 
occupations; above those are the clerical and business workers; and 
at the top those iu the professions. The results should perhsps be 
somewhst qualified in view of the fact that some of the better 
tradesmen were exempt from the draft, and of the further fact thst 
in most instances the man's own word as to his previous occupation 
was taken. However, with all due allowance the general trend is 
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rather striking. It seems reasonable that the intelligence require
ments of the professions should be more exacting than those of the 
unskilled laboring jobs and that the figures given indicate some
thing like the intelligence requirements of the occupations in ques
tion. 

The army data have suhsequently been gone over carefully (190) 
for 3600 cases, making corrections for possible sources of error, 
such as exemptions, and giving for 96 occupations the average in
telligence, and the range of the middle fifty per cent, just as is done 
in Table XXVIII. The occupations are grouped under the follow
ing classification: 

1. Prof .. sWnal (superior intelligence required). 
A. Very high standards. 
B. Slightly lower standards - professional and educational. 

2. Technicol (high average intelligence required). Technical work, 
business, promotion, clerical, highly skilled mechanical work demand
ing leadership. 

3. Skilled mechanicol work (average intelligence required). 
4. Semi-skilled and ImD-skilled (low average intelligence required). 
5. Unskilled (inferior intelligence). Manual work, no skill. 

The genera.! trend of results is the same as that just discussed. 
For instance, averaging in class A intelligence (using army stand
&rds) are civil and mechanica.\ engineers and clergymen; in class 
B are physicians, teachers, chemists, draftsmen, dentists, and minor 
executives; in C + are stenographers and bookkeepers; in C - at the 
upper end are some of the skilled workers such as masons or shoe
makers, and going down toward the lower end of the class we find 
cooks, textile workers, and sheet-meta.! workers, with laborers at 
the bottom, while fishermen are the only ones that fa.\l in c\ass D 
intelligence. 

A study of a group of men applying at a bureau for vocationa.! 
advice is worth passing mention. Using the foregoing classifica
tion in its entire detail, the occupations were divided into ten 
different classes on the basis of the requisite intelligence. Each of 
the 300 men was put into one of these classes on the basis of his 
previous occupation or his occupation at the time of application. 
He was &\so given the arm,y intelligence test. It was then noted 
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whether his actual intelligence fell in the same class as that p0s

sessed by the average person in his occupation, or whether he was 
too high or too low for the occupation. It developed that only 
14 per cent of the group fell in the same tenth in intelligence that 
they shonld have if they were ideally placed according to the above 
assumptions; 69 per cent had more intelligence than that required 
by their job, and 17 per cent had less. If we make a more liberal 
allowance and consider as properly placed those who are in the 
right class or in one class above or below it, these individuals con
stitute 31 per cent of the group. These results simply indicate that 
a great many workers are vocationally misp1aced, and that present 
methods of hiring workers or determining vocational objectives 
have fallen short in many respects. 

Miscellaneous OCCUpational groups. Since the war various in. 
telligence tests have been given to miscellaneous groups of workers. 
In instances where the S8.IIIIi test has been given to a considerable 
number of groups, it is possible to note the average intelligence of 

TABLE XXIX 
AVERAGE hrri:r.LIGENCE ScoIl.ES OF OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS 1 

College presidents (smaJl colleges) . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 58 
Engineering students. . . • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .• 57 
Students in medical college. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 56 
Students in arts college. . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 54 
SaIeo executives. . . . . . . • . . • . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 54 
Supervisors in manuf""turlng plant ............................. 52 
Executives of progressive firms.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 51 
Rotary club members ......................................... 46 
Nurses .........•............................................ 42 
Foremen .......•...............•............................ 41 
Offioe employees. . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 40 
M""hine operators.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 33 
Sal .. force in department store (men)... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 33 
Offioe boys ........•.•..................... , ................• 31 
Sal .. foroe assisting in holidsy rush (men).. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 29 
Students in business eollege.. • • • • . . • • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 28 
Sal .. foroe in department store (women). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 27 
Sale. forae assisting in holidsy rush (women). . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • •• 25 

• Altar BeoU and Clothier. 
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each group in the same fashion as in the foregoing cases. (525.) 
The resulb! of such a study are given in Table XXIX. The figures 
indicare the average score of the group under consideration in actual 
poinb! in a test which has a maximum possible score of 113 poinb!. 
The resulb! are quire simiIa.r to those obtained with the anny tests. 
The retail salespeople have the lowest inreIIigence of those studied. 
Machine operators, office employees, and foremen are somewhat 
superior. Rotary club members, who are presumably successful 
business men, are higher still. Executives and college students 
make still better scores, and college presidenb! are at the top. This 
hierarchy does not run down as far as the unskilled laborers, but the 
presumption is that their average score would be still lower than 
that of any of the groupe Iisred. 

Another inreIIigence test was given likewise to a considerable 

TABLB xxx. INTELuGENCB ScoRES OP OccuPATIONAL GRoUPS 1 

Fmsr A_ T>mm 
Qu ......... Qv ........ 

Major .... uUves ..................... 90 127 156 
Flrst-year graduates (busiDeos) •••.•...• 109 125 140 
Sal .. eogineets •••••••••••••••••••...• 110 120 150 
College seniors.. . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .... 100 118 137 
School superintendents ami special sui>-

ject teacheIS ••••••••••••••••••••••. 100 109 119 
EJeCuti .... (general) ••••••••••••••••... 82 102 116 
Real estate salesmen .................. 80 102 115 
Office specialty salesmen ............... tiD 95 112 
Students in school for insurance .Iesrrym. 74 93 105 
Experienced insurance 68leswm ........ tiD S6 110 
Omce clerks .........••.....•...••.... 55 84 105 
Semi-«pecialty salesmen. .............. 56 78 106 
Routine salesmen ...............•..... 41 71 94 
BoUBe-to-house sslesmea .... ........... 30 65 95 
Trade high school (night) .............. 37 62 87 
Policemen ......................•..... • 42 • 
Retail sales clerks (noti...., bargain count-

ers, etc.) •••••••.•••••••••••••••••.• 20 33 50 
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number of occupational groups. (278, B75.) The results are pre
sented in Table XXX. The fust qu&rtile, the average, and the 
third qu&rtile are given as in Table XXVIII. A few of the groups 
involved are rather selected and hence score more highly than would 
similar groups taken at random. This is particularly true of the 
major executives, the first-year graduates in business school, and 
the real estate salesmen. The retail clerks likewise are confined to a 
group selling a particular class of commodities and a more random 
selection would probably make lower scores. The hierarchy, how
ever, is rather obvious ranging from major executives, engineers, 
and students down through school teachers, general executives, 
specis.1 groups of salesmen, office workers, routine salesmen, and 
policemen to the retail clerks at the bottom of the intelligence 
scale. 

A notion of the functioning of this hierarchy at the upper end of 
the intelligence range may be obtained from a consideration of the 
reSults of the army test given to the entire student body of a large 
university and a majority of the members of the faculty who taught 
those same students. The average for the students is 136 points 
actna! score in the test and for the faculty 154. The average for the 
entire army was about 60 points. The middle half of the students 

TA1lLB x:x:xr. PER CENT OP FACULTY AND STtroENTS III DIFFERENT 
INTELLIGENCE CLAssEs 

. 
c .... FACULTY "' .... ,,"'''' Am<r 

A 17 51 5 

B 16 33 10 

C+ 4 13 18 

C 2 2 29 

C- 0.4 0.2 21 

fall between scores of 116 and 155, while the middle half of the 
faculty scores fall between 139 and 174. The figures are expressed 
in terms of the army letter grades in Table XXXI. According to 
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those standards, A meant very superior intelligence, while C meant 
average. The table gives the per cent of faculty and of students 
in each of these classes and also for comparison, the per cent of 
soldiers in the draft falling in these same clllllSes. This table shows 
the superiority of the faculty to the students, and in turn the supe
riority of both to tbe unselected men in the army, who probably 
represented the whole gamut of occupations. 

The results should perhaps be somewhat qualified by the fact that 
the examination was voluntary with the faculty, but compulsory 
with the students. It has been found in other connections that per
sons willing to take an intelligence test, or at least willing to write 
their names on their test blanks, grade somewhat more highly 
than those reluctant to do so. This would tend to lower the faculty 
results somewhat if the entire group had been involved. However, 
with differences of the magnitude shown in the table, there is clear 
indication that those in the profession of college teaching stand 
higher in the intelligence hierarchy than their students, many of 
whom will ultimately settle in much less intellectual types of occu
pation. 

In another instance a brief intelligence test was given to various 
occupatioual groups. (552.) The average scores and the range, 
i.e., maximum and minimum scores of the groups,' are given in 
Table XXXll. A similar tendency is manifest, for occupational 

TABLID XXXII. INTELLIGEN"" ScoRES 01" OccuPATIONAL GROUPS' . 
Lo ..... A ...... ~ 

Prospective executives (students) .... 54 63 70 
&tail oboe sslesmen ...••••.•••.... 30 40 50 
Buyers for retail store ...•....•..... 22 38 63 
Waitresses ....••••............•... 12 22 30 
&tail sslcswomen ..•.•...•.•.•••.. 10 16 22 

groups, to differ markedly in intelligence. The retail saleswomen 
and the waitresses are distinctly inferior to the buyers and retail 

1 The figures are only approximato, as they were estimated from a bar diagram 
publisbed in tho original aocount of this work . 

• Aflor Starch. 



INTELLIGE. ... CE AND VOCATIONAL AY.l'lTUDE 27S 

salesmen, while the prospective executives are far superior to any of 
the other classes involved. 

Different departments in an organization. A set of tests, the 
total of which was tantamount to an intelligence test, was given in a 
rubber-tire plant. The average scores of various occupational 
groups within this one concern appear in Table XXXIII. The 

TABLE x x x III. AVERAGE INTELLIGENCE ScoRES OF OCCUPATIONAL 
GROUPS IN ONE CoNCERN 

I...boratory and draftiDg ••• 00 • 00 00 ••• 00 • 00 00. 147 
Factory council .. 00 00 00 • 00 • 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 144 
Geueral clerical workers .............•.....•• 138 
Shipping department. 00 00 00 00 00 00 • 00 00 00 00 00 112 
Factory committee ••. 00 • 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00. 108 
Foremen .................................. 88 
Inspeeto",oo 00 00 00 00 00 00 • 00 • 00 00 00 00 • 00 • 00 • 86 
Finishers and builders .. 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 • 00 Ifl 
Handing out Btock:. ... . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . .• . . . . 76 
Truckers and mixers .• 00. 00 00 00 00 00 .. 00 • 00 00 47 

highest scores are attained on the average by a grou.p of employees 
in the laboratory and drafting departments. These individuals 
are, of course, technically trained. Slightly inferior to these, but 
perhaps not significantly so, are the members of the factory coun
cil, a group of six executives who, at that time, determined the 
policies of the organization. Below these come a group of general 
clerical workers, who compare rather favorably with the executives, 
and are distinctly superior to the other groups involved. The next 
in order are the employees in the shipping department, followed 
closely by members of the general factory committee. This com
mittee was comprised of a few foremen and various minor execu
tives who met regularly to determine less important questions of 
policy. Between this group and the foremen and inspectors there 
is a considerable gap. The men who finish and build tires compare 
favorably with the foremen and inspectors. This probably re
flects the well-known fact that foremen are in some concerns 
chosen, not by virtue of any superior capacity, but simply because 
they are experienced workmen. The employees who hand out 



EMPLOYMENT PSYCHOLOGY 

stock are somewhat inferior to the finishers and builders and fore
men. Far down at the bottom of the scale are those employees en
gaged in unskilled labor, sueb as hauling trucks or mixing and wash
ing crude rubber. 

Different types of salesmen. The foregoing discussion has 
dealt with the occupational hierarchy for the whole range of occu
pations from unskilled labor to the professions. The question 
arises whether there is any such hierarchy within a given occupa
tion. Some data for salesmen are available on this point. A 
number of the occupational groups listed in Table XXX (supra) may 
be classed as salesmen and there is some evidence of a hierareby. 
The sales engineers make the highest scores' in intelligence. 
The real estate salesmen are appreciably lower. A little lower still 
are the office specialty salesmen and the students in a school for 
insurance salesmAnship. The experienced salesmen are inferior to 
the students, but the two groupe manifestly overlap very consid
erably. Next in order come the semi-specialty salesmen, then the 
routine salesmen, with the house·to·house salesmen lower still. 
At the bottom of the scale, far inferior to any of the others in intelli
gence, are the retail sales clerks. 

Quite simiIa.r results were obtained in another study of four dif
ferent groups of salesmen.' (384.) The results are presented in 
Table XXXIV. Its form is identical with that of Table XXX, and 

TABLE XXXIV. INnLuGENCE SCORES 01' GROUPS 01' SATE!!MEN' 

Frnsr A ...... Tmm> 
Qv ....... Qv.,.....". 

&lesmen for technical product ••••..... 124 139 155 

Insurance salesmen .. .................. 82 112 138 

Wholesale salesmen ................... 59 89 121 

Counter salespeople ................... 36 51 70 

I After Minu. 

it gives the average intelligence of each group as well as the first 
. and third quartile score The same tendency is manifest. The 
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men who sell a highly specialized technical product stand at the 
top, while the counter salespeople are at the bottom. There is 
considerable overlapping, especially of the wholesale and insurance 
groups, but there is sufficient difference to be of interest. 

It would appear that even within a single vocation, such as sell
ing, there is an intelligence hierarchy. All salespeople have con
siderable in common in that they are inducing prospects to pur
chase something. But it appears that even with this common 
element certain types of selling actually require a higher order of 
intelligence than do others. These results should not be interpreted 
to mean that intelligence tests alone will give a good prediction of 
selling ability. Neither do they imply anything about the diag
nostic value of intelligence tests within a particular group of 
salespeople, such as retail clerks. They do indicate, however, that 
over and above the othe .. mental qualifications requisite for sales
manship certain aspects of this vocation are more exacting in their 
intelligence requirements than are others. 

The theory underlying the various results iust presented is that a 
person will in the long run tend to get about as high in the occupa
tional scale as his intelligence warrants. If he attempts a job too 
high in the scale, he will find it too exacting and leave either volun
tarily or involuntarily. If, on the other hand, he starts with one 
that is too low in the scale, he will not find it sufficiently interesting 
because it does not afford an adequate outlet. for his intellectual 
ability, and he will leave it for something higher. The result is 
that he ultimately Jands at about the maximum level at which he 
can do effective work. Other factors will, of course, sometimes al
ter the results. A lazy person may not want a more exacting type 
of work and a person with unattractive appearance or some per
sonality defect may be refused a job for which he is capable. The 
above assumption deals only with the average case. If it is valid, 
we may then conclude that the a.verage intelligence of an occupa
tional group indicates approximately the degree of intelligence that 
is necessary for effective work in that occupation. 

These principles may then be used to some extent in the practical 
problem of employment. If we know, for instance, that persons 
below a certain intelligence score, such as C + on the army standard, 
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are seldom found in clerical or executive poSitions, it will plObably 
00 well, in lieu of further special examinations, to select for such 
positions persons with intelligence at least equal to C +. 'l'he 
lines cannot be drawn too closely, but extreme values surely are Sig
nificant. Persons of very low intelligence, such as that possessed 
by the average unskilled laborer, would doubtless be distinctly mis
placed when put in an executive or clerical position, and it would 
presnmably be better policy to give them unskilled or semi-skilled 
laboring work. By this procedure we cannot -hope to predict an in
dividual's success in a given line of work in terms of probability as 
is posSible when a correlation coefficient is available. The most 
that we can do is to locate the individual at somewhere near his 
occupational level. This information, however, is often valuable 
and is especially so when dealing with extreme cases of discrepancy 
between the intelligence possessed by the applicant and that re
quired for a given occupation. 

INTELLIGENCE SURVEYS 

It is sometimes profitable to conduct a survey with intelligence 
tests throughout an organization, or a group of similar orgaei ..... 
tions. This may often reveal conditions that were unsuspected. 
Quite apart from devising methods of predicting occupational 
success, it is often of interest to determine what has happened up to 
date with the usual employment methods. H the survey is con
ducted on a rather large Bcale, sampling a very considerable range 
of jobs within the concern, it is quite probable that the usual 
hierarchy will be found as was the case with the concern surveyed 
in Table XXXIII. Other factors are, however, sometimes brought 
out in such surveys and a few typical results are given below. One 
cannot tell in advance just what to expect, but often something will 
tum up that will throw rather interesting light on employment 
problems. (307.) 

Male 118. female employees. A company had a large number of 
ollice employees of both sexes. It occurred to some one to compare 
the intelligence of the two groups. In the particular test used, the 
male ollice employees averaged 51 points and the female employees 
averaged 38 points. This casts no reflection on the intelligence of 
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women in general. It merely shows that the company had selected 
for its office a somewhat higher grade of men than of women. It is 
possible, too, that some men of high intellectual capacity take a 
clerical position as a stepping .... tone to executive work. At any 
rate, the results indicate the desirability of judging male office em
ployees by standards derived from testing men and .vice versa in 
judging female employees. 

Similar employees in different companies. A survey was made 
of the women office employees in several different companies. In 
one company their average intelligence was 31 points, in another 
38 points, in another 42, and in a fourth 46 points. Obviously the 
companies had different standards and some were more exacting 
than others. A similar situation was found with reference to office 
boys. In one company their average intelligence was 26, in another 
32, and in a third 36 points. Evidently the last company was em
ploying a higher type of personnel for this work. The boys in this 
last concern would manifestly form a better source from which to 
recruit future executive material. 

Applicants vs. employees. In two concerns where the intelli
gence of the office employees had been determined, similar tests 
were given to all the applicants ror office work. In the first concern 
the applicants averaged 36 points in intelligence and the employees 
29 points, while in the second concern the applicants averaged 38 
and the employees 47. Evidently both concerns were attracting 
about ·the Bame kind of applicants. The second concern, however, 
was employing a much higher type of personnel. To analyze this 
difference it would be necessary to know more about the employment 
methods of the companies and their wage policies. There were pre
liminary indications that the first company selected high-grade indi
viduals, but failed to keep them because they left for more lucrative 
positions elsewhere. Data of this sort raise at least the problem 
of further analysis of the policies and methods of the companies. 

CORRELATION 01' INTELLIGENCE WITH THE CRITERION 

The foregoing methods are not the only ones by which the 
problems of intelligence and employment may be approached. 
The technique described in previous chapters for evaluating special 
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capacity tests is applicable likewise with reference to intelligence 
tests. A group of pelllOns engaged in a certain occupation may be 
given intelligence tests and then their test scores correlated or other
wise compared with the criterion. The statistical technique is 
exactly the same as described previously so that no further dis
cussion of it will be given in the present connection. In some of the 
cases to be descnDed, the criterion oonsisted of production figures 
or careful estimates made by the employees' superiors and corre
lation coefficients were computed. In other cases a less refined 
compari&ln was made of different groups of workers. 

Clerical workers. With a group of women office workers the 
correlation of intelligence and the supervisor's estimate as to the 
worker's ability was .76. (307.) With a similar group in another 
company the correlation was .82. These are comparatively high 
correlations. In one other group the correlation proved to be only 
.40. Subsequent analysis revealed, however, that the supervisor 
had rated the women on the basis of length of service rather than 
on actual proficiency. It would seem that intelligence is one of the 
main requisites for this kind of work or at least that those who 
have high intelligence possess the other necessary quaIifications. 

Office boys. With a group of messenger boys, those discharged 
averaged 22 points in an intelligence test, while those promoted 
averaged 39 points. In another case a group was tested and the 
results filed for twenty-one months. At that time the average score 
of those who were still in the company was 42 and of those who 
were not in the company 35. Further analysis of those who were 
no longer with the company revealed that those who left to accept 
better positions averaged 45 points and those who were discharged 
averaged 28 points. Of those who remained the ten boys who stood 
highest in the test were receiving an average salary of S16, while the 
ten who stood lowest in the test were receiving an average of 513.40. 
(525, $66.) The executives under whom these boys worked esti
mated their future value to the company by classing them into 
lour groups as follows: 

A. "Probable higb-grade executive ability. ' 
B. Probable minor executive ability. 
C. Without executive ability, but good clerical timber • 

. D. Probably best adapted for highly mechanical joh. 
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The average intelligence and the average ssls.ry of each of these 
four classes is given in Table XXXV. It is to be noted that the. 

TABLE XXXV. lNTELuGENCE 'OF OFFICE Boys 1 

~'. Avmu.o. A"""'<m -...... s.u.u.. TIIIST ScODJII 

A $16.78 66 

B 114.48 55 

C $13.74 51 

D $14.26 39 

1 After Soott and Clothier. 

executive's ratings and the test scores agree perfectly. There is 
likewise a fair agreement between sals.ry and the other two factors. 

Clothing operators. The production of operators in clothcraft 
shops was correlated with intelligence. The coefficient was .51. 
In using the test subsequently some persons with low scores were 
hired, but were &ssigned to less exacting work. The conclusion was 
drawn that "in clothcraft shops the use of mental tests, although 
only a partial meaSurement, is the quickest, most accurate, and 
most economical method of prophesying future skill at machines 
and of pia.cing operators at types of work suited to their capac
ity." (525, eBB.) 

Executives. An intelligence test was given to minor executives 
in 1915 and then in 1920, the results compared with their firm rank. 
The correlation was .69. A small group of executives at the head 
of a concern were ranked by the vice-president as to their executive 
ability. The corre!&tion with their rank in an intelligence test 
was .89. 

When we consider business success in general rather than execu
tive ability within a single organization, a somewhat different re
sult is obts.ined. A group of business men at a conference took an 
intelligence test. (64.) They were subsequently sent a question
naire dealing with their business career, and on the basis of these 
questionnaires five judges rated them as to "success." The judges 
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agreed fairly well among themselves as shown by an average corre
lation of .60 between the different judges. The combined" success" 
rating correlated with intelligence to the extent of - .10. The con
clusion is drawn that "the evidence in hand suggests that superior
ity in intelligence above a certain minimum contributes relatively 
Jess to business success than does superiority in several non-intel
lectual traits of personality." 

Salesmen. While the foregoing results have indicated in most 
cases some correspondence between intelligence and occupational 
efficiency, it is unsafe to generalize and conclude that this is true of 
all occupations. Many instances are found in which the results are 
not so clear-cut. Salesmanship is one of these. The results are 
somewhat equivocal, but in general the relation of intelligence to 
selling ability is slight. With two groups of retail sales clerks the 
correlations between managers'ratings and intelligence were - .11 
and - .26. (278, e60.) This indicates a small inverse relation be
tween intelligence and the criterion. In fact those who were rated 
the highest in efficiency were appreciably below the average in in
telligence. On the other hand, a group of shoe salesmen were 
classed by executives as good and mediocre. (552.) The former 
ranged from 33 to 59 in test score and the latter from 19 to 44. 
Similarly the saleswomen in the same establishment were rated as 
above-average, average, and below-average. The average scores of 
the three groups were respectively 95, 71, and 41, although there 
was more overlapping of the groups than in the case of the men. 

For house-to-house salesmen there was found a zero correlation 
between production and intelligence. It seemed that a man with 
low intelligence stood as good a chance of success in this line as did 
a man with high intelligence. (278, e61.) With two groups of 
routine salesmen the correlations were respectively - .06 and .00. 
There was, however, a little indication that those of lower intelli
gence were better than those of high intelligence. For the men who 
were above averaga in production the average score was 6-1, for 
those who were average in production the score was 65, and for 
those below average in production the score was 78. Similar results 
were found with heating-equipment salesmen. The correlation was 
insignificant, but the average scores for above-average, average, and 
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below-average salesmen were respectively 74, 72, and 94. This 
may have been due, however, to the fact that a considerable num
ber of high-grade men had been recently employed and had not 
had sufficient time to demonstrate their ability. 

Of a large group of life insurance men the sales managers aver
aged 93 points in a test and the whole group of salesmen 83 points. 
Promotion to managership in this field usually depends on success 
in selling, so there was some indication of the value of intelligence. 
In a smaller group the correlation of intelligence with two-year 
production was .24 and in another group the correlation with four
year production was .34. In a single company the correlation of 
intelligence and production for a small group was .60. 

In two companies the office specialty salesmen showed a very 
slight correlation, but there were some indications of relationship 
when the managers were considered in comparison with the sales
men. The average intelligence scores of managers, active sales
men, and inactive salesmen in the first company were 76, 73, and 
69 respectively, and in the second company 74, 69, and 73. In so 
far as promotion to the position of manager indicates success, there 
is a slight indication of a positive relation between intelligence and 
success in selling this specialty. 

These results do not conflict with those presented earlier regard
ing the intelligence hierarchy. It was shown there that certain 
types of selling are somewhat more exacting from the standpoint of 
intelligence than are others. But when we consider salesmen of a 
given sort the results are not very clear-cut. There is some indica-

• tion that in the lower grades of selling, such as retail clerking, there 
is a slight negative relation between intelligence and proficiency, 
while at the upper end, such as insurance or specialty selling, there 
is a slight positive relation. The small amount of these relations 
may be in part due to the fact that salesmanship appears to be in a 
period of transition from selling through individual efforts to selling 
through advertising, so that the work of the salesman is at present 
less definite and measurable. Production figures for selling, more
over, are influenced by extraneous factors, such as territory, to a 
greater extent than are similar figures for workers in a factory. 
At any rate, it is more difficult to predict selling ability on the 



EMPLOYMENT PSYCHOLOGY 

basis of intelligence than it is to predict some of the other occu
pational abilities above mentioned. 

Silk mill operatives. A large number of employees in a silk mill 
were given various intelligence tests mostly of the performance 
type. The correlation between tests and production wa, practi
cally zero. "The best weaver in the mill Wok 10 minutes to as
semble a puzzle that an intelligent person does in 25 seconds." 
(435.) It seemed that in the work where the machinery was auto
matic and little skill needed, high intelligence was not required and 
might even be detrimental. It is quite possible that a person of 

. high intelligence will revolt at such monotonous work, and that one 
requires rather stolidity, patience, inertia of attention, regularity 
of habits, and other temperamental rather than intellectual traits. 

Operations in industrial school The boys in various occupa
tional groups at an industrial school were rated in proficiency rela
tive to the others in that same trade. (137.) They were given 
Binet tests and mental age was correlated with trade rating. In 
most instances the correlation of intelligence with the criterion Was 
small. However, there were a few cases of appreciable positive 
correlation coefficients, and also a few negative coefficients. Some 
of these are given in Table XXXVI. 

TABLE XXXVI. CORRELATIONS OF INTELLIGENCE AND TRADE ABILITY IN 
INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL 1 

~oo .................................... ~ 
Poultry.................................. .60 
Ilospita.i. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .41 
Printing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33 
Gardening. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. -.23 
Laundry ............................ " ... - .30 
Bookbinding. . . . . . . .. . .. .. . . .. . .. . .. .. . .. -.31 
Shoe shop. .. . . .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . .. -.31 
Plumbing. . .. . . . .. .. . . . . .. . .. .. .. . .. . . ... -.38 

1 After Cowdery. 

I Office work shows a very large correlation. This suggests similar 
I fairly large coefficients mentioned above for clerical workers. The 

poultry department likewise shows a fairly high coefficient fol-
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lowed by hospital and printing work. On the other hand, a few 
negative coefficients are manifest. The largest of these is for plumb
ing and the next in order for shoe-sbop, bookbinding, and laundry 
work - all on par. While these coefficient., are not large, their 
existence is suggestive. It is possible that in some of these types of 
work greater proficiency goes with lower intelligence - provided 
proper supervision is given. It is probable that the.boys in an in
dustrial school are supervised more carefully than the average 
adult in industry. Consequently the correlations might not be so 
large in the ordinary practical situation. 

The obvious implication of these studies of vocational proficiency 
as compared with intelligence is that intelligence tests are valuable 
in selecting employees for some kinds of work, but that for other 
kinds of work they are worthless. It is an unwarranted assumption 
that for a particular job the most intelligent person available is to 
be preferred. Just as in dealing with tests for special capacity it is 
necessary to test the tests, so, in dealing with intelligence as pre
dictive of ability for a given occupation, it is necessary first to cor
relate or compare in some way efficiency in the test with efficiency 
in the job. As far as intelligence tests have been employed in in
dustry, they have proved most useful (aside from locating workers 
at approximately their appropriate level in the hierarchy of occu
pations) in selecting clerical workers, office boys, and executives. 

CRiTICAL SCORES IN INTELLIGENCE 

Method. If it is established that intelligence is related to pro
ficiency in a certain job and the tests are to be used for employ
ment purposes, the problem arises of establishing a critical score as 
a basis for hiring or rejecting applicants. The procedure here is 
identical with that used in the case of tests of special capacity. 
The most probable ability in the job may be computed from a re
gression equation or by the use of distributions \ike Table XVII, and 
then a decision made as to how big a chance it is desired to take. 
Or the critical score may be set by inspection of the data - com
paring extreme cases - or by determining in a scatter plot where a 
line can be drawn with the least overlapping of two classes of voca
tional ability. The method will not be repeated in detail, bui 
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reference made merely to the description in the previous chapter. 
A few examples of critical scores determined in one or another of 
the usuaI methods will be cited by way of illustration. 

Examples. In a large tire manufacturing concern in which in
telligence tests were rather extensively used, critical scores were 
established for a considerable number of jobs. (525, £42.) Some 
of these are given in Table XXXVII. This table suggests some of 

TABLE XXXVII. CRrrrCAL IN'l'ELLtGENCE SCORES IN A TIRE CONCERN • 

Women: 
Stenographers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • .• 35 
Typists ......••.•.....•••.................................. 33 
Comptometer operators .•••••. , ............................ , 'rl 
Clerks ..................................................... 23 

Men: 
Factory school instructors ................................... 50 
Chemical engineers. . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . .. .. ... 45 
Other engineers.. .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 40 
Draftsmen. .. .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . .... 35 
Clerks ..................................................... 30 
Dispatch clerks.. .. .. . . . . . .. . . .. .. . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . .. . .. .. ... 30 
!nspectom and foremen.. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . ... 23 
M_ and mail boy" .................................... 15 

l,AfterSoott aDd Clothier. 

the earlier ones presented in discussing the occupational hierarchy. 
In that connection it was the average intelligence of each occupa
tional group that was of interest. In the present connection it is 
rather a minimum intelligence, below which the person has little 
promise of success. U sua.lIy a person below the critical score is not 
hired unless he has some compensating qualifications. 

In the study of office boya mentioned above, it was decided to set 
a critical score of 32 points. On this basis only 43 per cent of those 
below this score remain with the company, while 62 per cent of 
those above this score remain. The group below 32 points contains 
only 1 of the 29 boys who were promoted and a.II 16 of those di&
charged. 

In the study of shoe salesmen above mentioned, a critical score 



INTELLIGENCE AND VOCATIONAL APTITUDE !85 

of 33 points would rule out none of the good group and would 
eliminate 57 per cent of the mediocre group. 

In office specialty selling a score of 50 seemed to be critical. All 
the managers scored above this figure. Consequently, in employ
ing prospective ma.na.geriaI material persons above this score were 
selected. In one company, of the 19 men below this critical score 
7 left the employ, 8 produced very little. and 2 of the remainder were 
below average in production. (278, 865.) 

In connection with work of a vocationa.l adjustment bureau (98), 
critical scores for a number of types of work were determined on 
the basis of mental age. For instance, in millinery work girls 
whose mental age was 9 and 10 years seemed adapted to such work 
as sewing linings in hats, or steaming material. A mental age of 11 
was necessary for an improver's job, i.e., an operation in which the 
foundation of the hat is covered and a wire edge attached. A 
mental age of 12 appeared necessary for machine work on straw or 
other material. In another instance a critical score of about 7i 
years qualified one for packing powder puffs, whereas for packing 
articles which needed to be separated or folded, such as hair-nets, a 
mental age of 91 was established as a minimum. Similarly in hand 
sewing, a mental age of 9 was sufficient for mounting buttons on 
cardboard, whereas hand sewing garments necessitated an age of 10 
and sewing labels an age of 12. A mental age of 91 years sufficed 
for cut-out or pasting work, lOt for keeping stock or checking, 
whereas 13 was required for assembling more complicated parts. 
These critical scores were not established as hard-and-fast lines, 
but were useful in making rough vocational adjustments. 

OPrIMUlll os. MAXIMUM: INTELLIGENCE 

It might be supposed that in a given vocation which showed some 
relation between intelligence and success, it would be advisable 
to hire persons with the maximum intelligence. A critical score 
might be established for the minimum intelligence that would 
ena.ble one to do satisfactory work, but above this critical score it 
might be supposed that the more intelligence possessed by the ap

. plicant the better. Recent work, however, has shown that in some 
cases there is an upper critical score as well as a lower. In other 
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words, what we need is not prospective workers with maximum 
intelligence but rather with optimum intelligence. These facts 
come out clearly in studies of turnover or permanency in relation 
to intelligence and reveal that a person may be too intelligent for 
his job so that it fails to interest him and he consequently quits. 

Stability and intelligence: office workers. In a survey of an office 
force, stability was plotted against intelligence. (307.) These 
results are shown in the two upper curves of Figure 7. Along the 
base line are the test scores. The vertical distances represent the 
per cent of those with the given score leaving the job within six 
months from the time they were hired. The results are most 
striking in the case of the women clerks. Those with scores be
tween 30 and 50 are more stable than the ·others. A large per cent 
of those with low intelligence leave, presumably because they do 
not have sufficient ability to be effective in this line of work. But 
there is likewise a large per cent of those with high intelligence who 
leave. It is probable that the job is not sufficiently exacting to 
hold their interest. High intellectual capacity apparently demands 
expression or exercise, and they are discontented. Of course other 
factors may play BOme part, but contentment is probably no mean 
factor. 

Similar results were found in another company. Between 40 and 
50 per cent of the women clerks in the office with high or low intelli
gence left within six months, whereas about only half as many with 
medium intelligence left in thst period. In another case there was 
a correlation of -.45 between intelligence and length of service. 
This means that the more intelligent worker left earlier than the less 
intelligent. 

In a large clerical force turnover was computed for a period of 30 
months. (45.) The work was graded into five degrees of difficulty 
denoted by A, B, C, D, E, - A being the lowest grade of clerical work. 
Two arbitrary points in the intelligence scale were selected - 80 
points and 110 points, and for each grade of work the turnover com
puted for those below 80 and over 100. The results are shown in 
Table XXXVIII. One notes immediately that for low-grade jobs 
(A and B) the most intelligent workers have the highest turnover; 
while for the lowest-grade job (A) the least intelligent are the most 
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TAlILB XXXVIII. TtmNOVER roa CLEBICAL WOBl<EIl8 0 .. HIGH ANI) 

Low INTELLIGENCE 1 

PzH CIIlIf"I' TuB:K0Vlrn ron PER CEHT TtrmrOVZB POR 
GRAD_Oll' Wau lxT&LLIO&NCB LEaS TIl.Uf hrrBLLlGEN'CB OVBB 110 

8OPoL"M'II POL"" 

A. .................. 37 100 

B ................... 62 100 

C •.................. 50 72 

D .................. 68 53 

E ................... 66 41 

I After Billa. 

stable. In still another company 40 per cent of the clerks scoring 
less than 30 points in the test left within six months. This per 
cent decreased up to about 50 points in the test, then increased 
again for those who made higher scores. (542.) 

Messenger boys. Results' at variance with the foregoing were 
obtained with a group of messenger boys. (525, f53.) The results 
are shown in the lowest curve of Figure 7. The fewest resignations 
occurred among the boys with high and low scores. For the low 
group this was perhaps due to the fact that the applicants were 
sufficiently alert to hold the job, but incapable of improving them
selves by going elsewhere. The data do not include boys who 
were discharged. The results for the high group were explained in 
this particuIar case by the fact that the work was not distasteful to 
the brighte, boys, because it afforded them an opportunity to learn 
a good deal about the business and might serve as a stepping-stone 
to a higher position in the office. Many prominent executives have, 
of course, come up through the route of the office boy. 

Cashiers. A group of cashiers and inspector wrsppers were 
tested and results compared with stability. (636.) The facts are 
shown in Table XXXIX. It is obvious that the greatest stability 
is found in the middle range of intelligence. 

Policemen.: The army alpha test was given to a group of 
policemen in a large city. (604.) The average scores for different 

J 

I 
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TABLE XXXIX. lNTELLIGENCE AND LENGTH OF SERVICE 1 

TmrSco .. AVERA.olI LENGTH 01' 
SERVICE IN D.t.TB 

10 to 19 3. 
20 to 29 9r 
30 to 39 156 
40 to 49 142 
50 to 59 107 
60 to 69 100 
70 to 79 96 
80 to 89 87 
90 to 35 

I Alter Vitelea. 

groups are given in Table XL. The results shown in the first 
three lines of the table are not what one would ordinarily expect. 
One would suppose that the office~ would have higher intelligence 
than the men under them. This is not the case.- The remainder 
of the table, however, clarifies the matter. The more intelligent 

TABLE XL. AVERAGE INTELLIGENCE OF POLICEMEN 1 

Lieutenant& ................................................. 58 
Sergeants.. • .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . .. . .. . . . . . . .. 55 
Patrolmen (all) . . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... 71 
Patrolmen in service less than 9 months ......................... 72 
Patrolmen in service 10 to 19 months . .......................... 64 
Pa.trolmen in service over 20 months. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 51 

1 After Thurst.ollO. 

patrolmen leave the service rather early. It is quite possible that 
the more intelligent patrolmen would have made better officers, 
but they did not remain long enough to get promoted. In another 
city the same tendency was found for the more intelligent to leave 
earlier, although the officers in this case made somewhat higher 
grades on the average than did the patrolmen. 

Waitresses. A group of waitresses who had served 4 months to 
15 years averaged 17 points in an intelligence test and their scores 
ranged from 4 to 33. At the same concern the waitresses who had 
served less than 4 months averaged 32 points in intelligence and 
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ranged from 15 to 45. Those of lower intelligence were manifestly 
more stable. (552.) 

Salesmen. With retail clerks the correlation of intelligence and 
length of service with one group of employees was - .31 and With 
another group -.11. (278, £66.) This gives a slight indication 
that the 1es3 intelligent ones tend to remain longer in the employ. 
With house-to-house salesmen no correlation was found. For 
routine salesmen a coefficient of -.44 was obtained in one company 
and -.46 in another. In the first of these groups only 30 per cent 
of those scoring over 70 points remained with the company 21 
years, while 64 per cent of those below 70 points remained for at 
least that length of time. Apparently the routine nature of the 
work, its easy mastery, and its lack of an attractive future pro
duced instability among the more intellectual men. Heating
equipment salesmen showed similarly a correIation of - .26. Life
insurance salesmen, on the other hand, gave a small positive corre
lation (.23) between intelligence and length of service. The same 
thing was found with office-specialty salesmen. In one company 
the correlation for the sales managers was .61, and for experienced 
salesmen .21, while in another it was .12 for the managers and .50 
for the salesmen. For the inactive salesmen there was, however, 
in one company a negative correlation of -.42 between stability 
and intelligence. In general with the lower grades of selling there 
is a slight inverse relation between intelligence and stability, while 
with the higher grades there is a slight positive relation. 

Dissatisfaction and intelligence. A bit of additional evidence as 
to the undesirability of too much intelligence in certain lines of 
work is obtained from a consideration of the attitude of different 
groups of workers and their varying degrees of satisfaction with 
their work. In a concern where considerable dissatisfaction was 
noted, it was analyzed with reference to the status of the most dis
satisfied employees. Testa results were not available, but school 
retardation as manifested by age and grade at leaving school was 
noted as an indirect indication of intelligence. In the tool depart
ment wh~re the work was fairly complex, the most dissatisfaction 
was noted among the workers who were presumably the most re
tarded intellectually. In the inspection department, on the other 
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hand, where the work was repetitive and monotonous, the retarded 
individuals showed the least dissatisfaction. The brighter indi
viduals were apparently happier in the more oomplex work and the 
duller individuals in the simpler work. (542.) 

In a school for unemployed young persons a number of women 
were stitching on a wide-meshed canvas of standard size and 
shape. The most intelligent ones experienoed the most boredom 
and their output was the most variable. They oould reach a high 
output, but would not maintain it. A girl of medium intelligence 
was the most effective worker and liked the work. A girl of low 
intelligence improved enormously in her work, but was disturbed 
by oonversation. (96.) 

Upper critical score. Such oonsiderations as these have in some 
instances led to the use of an upper as well as a lower critical score. 
With the group of routine salesmen previously mentioned a critical 
score of 70 was established. (278, BUB.) Soores above this were 
oonsidered unfavorable. This was one of the cases of a negative 
relation between intelligence and selling. Only 37 per cent of the 
above-average salesmen scored over 70 points, while 62 per cent of 
the below-average salesmen exceeded this intelligence score. On 
the other hand, 63 per cent of the above-average salesmen seored 
less than 70, while only 37 per cent of the below-average salesmen 
fell below this critical seore. In various other instances where the 
curve for stability takes the shape of the upper one in Figure 7, it 
has proved advisable to set a critical score at each end of the in-
telligence scale. . 

A person may be too bright for a given job just as he may be too 
dull. Such a person quickly masters the job, reaches its limits, and 
beeomes <lli;satisfied. His work may be very effective almost from 
the start, but he "burns out" and leaves the organization. The 
desire for the most intelligent employee is sometimes due to the 
fact that inadequate training or supervision is given. An employee 
of high intelligence may be able to shift for himself more effectively 
at the outset, but he may not be so permanent an asset as the person 
a little lower in the intellectual scale. Vocational placement, thea, 
does not involve merely the selection of the ablest man for the job 
as far as intelligence is ooncerned. Overstocking a low-grade job 
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with high-grade personnel will tend to increase turnover. In 
evaluating intelligence with reference to vocational aptitude, we 
should consider not merely ma.ximum intelligence but rather op
timum intelligence. 

Btl:MMABy 

There are occupations which do not require for their effective 
performance any specialized capacity, but rather general ability or 
intelligence. A consideration of the average intelligence of various 
groups of workers reveals &II occupational hierarchy. The un
skilled laborers are inferior in intelligence to the semi-skilled or 
skilled workers. These in turn are surpassed by persons in tech· 
nical, business, or clerical work. Members of the professions come 
at the top of the scale. The theory is that a person will in the long 
run attain about as high an occupational level in the hierarchy as 
his intelligence warrants. Hence these group averages are tanta
mount to the intellectual requirements of the occupations in ques: 
tion. It is thus possible to locate an individual applicant at some
where near the occupational level for which he is best fitted, and 
with applicants of extreme intelligence the assignment to occupa
tions at the opposite extreme is manifestly inadvisable. Similar 
hierarchies are found for the various jobs within a single organiza- . 
tion and for different types of saJespeople. Retail clerks have the 
lowest average intelligence scores. They are surpassed by the 
wholesaIe and routine saJesmen. These in turn are exceeded by 
real estate, insurance, and specialty groups, with salesmen for 
technical products and saJes engineers at the top of the hierarchy. 
Apart from the other requisites of salesmanship, certsin aspects of 
the occupation are more exacting in their intelligence requirements 
than are others. 

Intelligence tests are sometimes useful in surveying an organiza
tion or group of orgauizations. Such a survey throws light on the 
results attained by present employment methods and often raises 
further problems for analysis. For instance, one company found 
that the male office employees possessed higher average intelligence 
than the female. Different concerns in the same community were 
employing olerical workers of distinctly different intelligence levels. , 
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Several similar companies were attracting the same grade of appli
cants, but had marked differences in the resulting personnel. These 
findings pointed to the need for analysis of employment methods 
and policies. 

Intelligence tests have been in many instances compared or 
correlated with proficiency in various occupational lines. Fairly 
high correlations have been found with clerical workers, office boys, 
operators in clothcraft shops, and with certain types of executives. 
The results with salesmen were more equivocal. There were indi" 
cations of small negative correlations with intelligence for the lower 
grades of selling ability and small positive correlations for the higher 
grades. In some other occupations no correlation whatever has 
been found and in a few instances of rather closely supervised 
work appreciable negative correlations. 

Critical scores for intelligence may be set in the same fashion as 
critical scores for special ability tests. Some concerns maintain a 
set of critical scores for different jobs in their organization, espe
cially office jobs. Workers falling below these critical points are 
not hired unless they possess QOme compensating qualifications. 

In occupations which show a correlation between proficiency and 
intelligence, it is not necessarily desirable to employ persons with 
the maximum possible intelligence. Such individuals may learn 
readily and become effective workers QOon after their induction, 
but in many instances it has been demonstrated that they do not 
remain long in the employ. With various types of office workers, 
cashiers, policemen, waitresses, and some of the lower grades of 
salesml!Jlship, there has been found to be more instability or turn
over among those of high intelligence than among those of average 
intelligence. While persons of very low intelligence may not have 
sufficient ability to learn effectively and perform their duties, those 
of very high intelligence may be too good for the job. It is not suf
ficiently exacting to hold their interest, their intellectual ability 
has insufficient outlet, and they become dissatisfied. This points 
in QOffie instances to the necessity for an upper critical score. Ap
plicants scoring above this amount are considered unsuitable 
material from the standpoint of permanency. Where intelligence 
is related to vocational aptitude. it is often desirable to coneidel 
not maximum intelligence but optimum intelligence. 



CHAPTER XI 
INTERESTS IN EMPLOYMENT PSYCHOLOGY 

O~CUPATIONAL success depends on many things in addition to innate 
ability. Any employment man will immediately recall instances 
in whiclf an applicant with the requisite ability was an occupa
tional failure because he did not use that ability. Such JX'rsons 
are the bane of the psychologist's existence. In the initial stages 
of his work they raise havoc with his correlations between test 
and job. Mter his methods have been developed, he will fre
quently predict an applicant's success on the ba...'<is of test score and 
then the man will fail to come up to expectations. This failure 
to excrt himself may have been due to the man's lack of inrrnth'e 
or lack of interest. The former of these lies without the field of 
employment psychology. The problem does not arise until 
after the man is hired and it involves the consideration of methods 
of instruction, working conditions, w"'!(Cs, and various other 
incentives which motivate the worker. The problem of interest, 
however, is germane to the present discussion. Many a man is 
physically present in his work, but mentally absent. This, of 
course, is undesirable, for he is less apt to use his capacitil'S effec
tively and is more apt to be discontented. To be sure, it is some
times possible to modify an interest or to arouse one where it has 
not existed previously, but many applicants approach the prospec
tive employer with pretty firmly established interests. Whether 
these are innate or acquired is of minor importance compared with 
their firmly fixed character. They give the worker a certain bias 
which mayor may not he favorable to his success. Consequently 
the study of interests is a logical aspect of the employment program. 

It is rather obvious that wide differences in interests exist be
tween individuals. A casual consideration of one's acquaintances 
will reveal this. Some persons enjoy tinkering with tools or 
machinery, while others dislike to dl'ive a nail. Some enjoy meet
ing people and talking with them, while others al'8 content with 
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their own company. Some enjoy classical music, while others 
prefer jazz. Some are enthusiastic about art or literature, while 
others give it little attention. Some are scientifically curious about 
the reason for the things in their environment, while others are 
content to take things unquestioningly as they find them. Some 
of these individual differences in interest may be of vocational sig
nificance. It only remains to devise more effective means of ""cer
taining their existence and of evaluating their practical importance 
once they have been discovered. 

l'EBMANENCE OF INTEREST 

Many workers come to the employment office with interests that 
are apparently rather firmly fixed. This question of permanence 
of interest has been studied statistically. (594.) About 350 in
dividuals were requested to estimate in retrospect their relative 
interests in certain school subjects - mathematics, history, 
literature, science, music, drawing, and manual work. They es
timated their relative interest in these subjects in grade school, 
then in high school, and finally in college. Wbile errors of recollec
tion doubtless enter into such estimates, the results were sufficiently 
striking to carry a presumption of some permanence of the interests. 
Correlations from .60 to .70 were found between interest at the age 
of 10 to 14 and at the age of 21. These interests, of course,involved 
only academic subjects, but some of them - for instance, the
manual interest-might be of vocational significance. Further
more, it is probable that similar permanence of interest would be 
found if other types were investigated in the same way. 

A group of college women before graduation expressed- their 
vocational interests, indicating in a list of vocations five choices in 
order of preference. Two years later they were sent a question
naire asking for a similar record of vocational preference. Many 
of them had meanwhile had opportunity for their subsequent em
ployment to alter their initial interest. However, seventy-five per 
cent of them still maintained the same vocation as their first choice, 
although forty-one per cent changed their second choice. 

A study of high-school seniors, on the other hand, indicated that 
about half of them had changed their vocational intention at least 
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once prior to that time. (146.) Even in a supposedly stable group, 
such as appears in Who'. Who, sixteen per cent changed their voca
tions at some time, due, presumably, in many cases to a shift of 
interest. 

There is thus sufficient indication of permanence of interest to 
make it worth the consideration of the employment psychologists. 
It seems at least characteristic of the majority of individuals, al
though in many cases there may be a shift. The layman is perhaps 
inclined to overestimate this permanence. A parent is going en
tirely too far in assuming that because the child plays with a toy 
train his destiny lies in a locomotive cab, or that his predilection for 
filling bottles with water presages an adult interest in pharmacy. 
Almost every boy at some time looks forward to becoming a police
man, a fireman, or a bandit. The employment man, on the other 
hand, may be inclined to undeiestimate the permanence of interest 
and to hire men on the basis of ability, disregarding interest en
tirely. This is probably unwise because the foregoing figures in
dicate some stability of interest. 

This does not necessarily mean that the interest is inborn. We 
probably do have an innate interest in loud sounds, bright lights, 
and moving objects. Our interest in mechanical rather than liter
ary pursuits is doubtless inftuenced by our experiences in childhood 
or later. An interest in ehemistry or physics reftects to a still 

. greater extent the environmental factor. The practical point is, 
however, that if a man approaches a job with a definite interest pro 
or con, the safest procedure is to assume that the interest will per
sist and it should, therefore, be reckoned with in occupational prog
nosis. 

INTEREST AND ABILITY 

There has been some discussion as to the relation between in
terest and ability. (593.) In one instance a group of students 
arranged the courses of their curriculum (mathematics, history, 
literature, science, music, drama, and hand work) in order of their 
interest and subsequently ranked these same subjects according to 
what they considered their own ability therein. The correlations 
between rank for interest and rank for estimated ability av~ 
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.89. The results were Dot 90 striking in another group of students 
when ranking for interest in college subjects was correlated with 
actual marks. It is rather probable, however, that accidental 
factors were involved in the academic grades and that the individ
ual's estimates of their own ability came nearer to the real truth 
than did the grades obtained. This is further substantiated by the 
fact that estimates of ability and actual grades correIated to the ex
tent of only .47. At any rate, there seems to be enough relation 
between interest and ability to be of some significance. 

In the employment department of a Y.M.C.A. a group of men 
expressed their vocatioual interests. They were also given an 
intelligence test. The preferred vocations were located in the 
occupational hierarchy discussed in the previous chapter and the 
intelligence required by the job in which interest was expressed was 
correIated with the actual intelligence of the man expressing that 
interest. The coefficient was only .38. Making fairly liberal 
aJlowance, there were 36 per cent who pc sa "sed more intelligence 
than that required for the job in which they expressed interest, 
while 15 per cent had las; than the requisite intelligence. The con
clusion is drawn that the correIation between interest and ability 
is not over .50. (189.) 

In the study of design engineers and sales engineers (infra), 
various specisl engineering aptitude tests were employed. Some 
interest questionnaires were also given. The interests correIated 
with the specisl capacity tests to the extent of .50. (394.) 

The relation between ability and interest, then, is apparently 
not an extremely close one and there are, of course, obvious cases 
of lack of correspondence. A person may want to sing, but he 
may have a poor vocal apparatus; he may aspire to a berth on the 
police force, although he weighs only 110 pounds. Nevertheless, 
the studies just cited indicate a relation that is sufficiently close to 
merit some attention. It may be that one likes what he can do 
well. Or it may be that one devotes effort to the thing that he 
likes. In either instance interests are worth considering from the 
employment standpoint. If the former alternative is true, interest 
in a certain field would seem to indicate that the person had been 
successful in that general area and hence the interest might be 
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diagnostic of probable success in related fields. If the latter alter
native is true, it indicates the desirability of employing a person for 
work in which he has 80me interest because he will then devote 
greater effort to it and use whatever ability he possesses. 

METHODS OF MEASURING INTEREST 

Questionnaire. Granted, then, that interests are of 80me im
portance to the employment psychologist, the question arises as to 
how this information regarding them may be best obtained. There 
are three general methods of approach to the problem of measuring 
interests; (1) by questionnaire; (2) by information tests; and (3) 
by more indirect methods. " The questionnaire procedure consists 
essentia.lly of asking the individual something about his interests or 
his likes and dislikes. For instance, he may be questioned regard
ing previous vocational interests, with a view to throwiog light on 
his subsequent vocational interest. The following questions are 
typical: 

1. Have you ever worked as a clerk in a store? ..... 
2. Have you ever conducted a house-to-house canvas? ...•• 
3. What is the most responsible position you ever held? ...•• 
4. What job that you have ever held did you like best? ..... 
5. Estimate how many hours during the past year you have spent work-

ing with tools, machinery, engines, and electrical apparatus .. .... . 
6. Have you ever constructed a piece of furniture or household ap

pliance? ..... 
7. Did you construct it because you wanted the appliance or because 

you enjoyed making it? ..... . 
8. Do you think you could find out what was wrong with a clock that 

would not run? ...... ; an electric motor? ...... ; an automobile 
engine? ...... 

9. Have you ever written a story that appeared in print? ..... 
10. Have you ever taught or tutored anyone in a school subject? .•••• 

Questions like these may be devised to cover a rather wide range of 
possible vocational interests. The selection of questions, of course, 
depends on the occupation for which they are to be used. If one is 
especially concerned with locating people who have been inclined 
toward social or mechanical vocations, the questions can concen
trate particularly on these points. 
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The questionnaire may aJso involve avocational interests. 
Consideration of these may throw light on tendencies that will be of 
later vocational significance. The following questions are typical: 

1. What are your principal hobbies? ..... 
2. What is your customary recreation in the evening? ••••• 
3. What sports or games do you like to watch? . . . • • . 
4. What magazines do you read regularly? ..... . 
5. What books that you read within the last year interested you most? . 
6. Estimate how many hours during the past year you have spent in 

each of the following: driving an automobile ...... ; riding a motor-
cycle ...... ; horseback riding ..... ; hunting or rifle practice ..... ; 
swinuning ..... ; tennis ..... ; golf ..... ; handball ..... ; other 
athletic sports ....•. 

7. Assuming equa.! acting ability in each, which of the following do you 
prefer: dramas ..... ; musical comedy ..... ; vaudeville? ..... 

8. In which of the following activities have you ever taken part: drama
tics .. ... ; musical orga.nizations . .... ; debating ..... ; politics ...•. ; 
public speaking ..... ; reporting on a paper? ....• 

9. Have you ever made a collection of: stamps ..... j coins ..••. j 
posta.! cards ..... ; what else? ..... 

10. In listeoing to radio what do you prefer: lectures ..... ; concerts ..... ; 
dance music . .... ; news items . ... . ; logging stations? .....• 

Questions such as these may be devised to cover a great number of, 
possible avocational interests which may be of vocational signifi
cance. The type of recreation one pursues may indicate his pre
dilection for outdoor VB. indoor activity. His hobbies may give 
80me clue to his inclination toward the meehanica.l. Miscellaneous 
activities will show Bomething regarding propensity for literary, 
forensic, or physical work. For a particular occupation it may 
prove possible to determine the avocational interests that are of the 
greatest significance and devise questions to bring them out spe
cifically. 

There are some occupations that manifestly need an individual 
with social inclinations. Some of the questionnaire items may in. 
volve matters that will serve to indicate the social type of individual. 
A few typical questions follow. 

1. At what age did you learn to dance? ....• 
2. Estimate how many smokers, lodge meetings, card parties, and other 
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social afl'aim of your own sex you have attended during the past 
year ..... . 

3. Estimate how many mixed social afl'aim you have attended during 
the past year (include dance parties, socials, etc) ..... . 

4. To what social clubs, fraternities, or business organizations do you 
belong? ...•. 

5. What offices have you held in these organizations? ..... 
6. When single did you prefer to room alone or with a roommate? •••• 
7. Do you enjoy going to the theater by yourself? .•... 
8. How frequently do you play solitaire? •.... 
9. Have you a very few close friends? ...... a great many ordinary 

friends? ..... or both? ..... 
10. With how many persons do you maintain a social correspondence? .• 

Questions like these may be designed to bring out whether a person 
seems to enjoy the company of other people and to be more or less 
dependent on it or whether he is frequently satisfied to remain 
alone without social contact. 

Instead of asking specific questions of the above sort, another 
somewhat similar approach consists of providing a lot of items 
which the subject marks according to whether he likes or dislikes 
them. For example, it is possible to consider the types of vocation 
in which the individual would be especially interested, providing 

. he were not in his present vocation. Analysis of his likes and dis
likes for various occupations may reveal certain definite trends in 
his interests. A typical set of questions of this sort is as follows: 

Draw a circle around L if you would like doing that kind of work. 
Draw a circle around D if you would dislike doing that kind of work. 
Draw a circle around? if you have no decided feelings toward that kind of 

work or know nothing about it. 
Disregard any salary or social differences or any possible family objec

tions. Consider only your own interest and satisfaction in doing each of 
the kinds of work listed. You are not asked whether you would take up 
the occupation permanently; you are merely asked if you would enjoy that 
kind of work. Assume that you have the ability necessary for each of the 
occupa.tions. 

Architeot 
Automobile repairman 
Automobile salesman 
Bank Cashier 
Carpenter 
Draftamall 

LTD 
L ? D 
L ? D 
L ? D 
LTD 
L r D 



INTERESTS IN EMPLOYMENT PSYCHOLOGY SOl 

Editor of popular magazine L ? D 
Hotel keeper or owner L T D 
Lawyer L T D 
Machinist L T D 
Newspaper reporter L ? D 
Pa.ttern-maker L T D 
Private secretary L ? D 
Purchasing agent L ? D 
Real estate agent L ? D 
Research worker in physics L ? D 
Stock broker L T D 
Toolmaker L T D 
U.S. Government astronomer L T D 
Watchrnaker L ? D 

In addition to obtaining information regarding a person's prefer
ence for occupations it is sometimes desirable to get his preference 
for various miscellaneous things. The following are typical of 
such a set of items: 

Mter the following items draw a circle around L if you like the item, 
around D if you dislike it, and around? if you have no particular feeling 
one way or the other. 

Fat men 
Fat women . 
Chinlesa people 
Energetic people 
Golf 
Hunting 
New Republio 
Movies 
Radio 
Crowds 
Fights 
Taking long walks 
Smokers 
Jokes on yourself 

LTD 
L ? D 
L ? D 
LTD 
L ? D 
L ? D 
L ? D 
L ? D 
L ? D 
L ? D 
LTD 
L ? D 
L ? D 
L ? D 

The actual Iiote used would, of course, be much longer than the 
above and might be so selected as to sample a very wide range of 
interests. 

Information test. Instead of relying on the subject's own state
ment regarding his intereste or preferences which may be in some 
cases influenced by the use which he thinks is to be made of his 
statemente or by his efforta to make such anSWerS as will give favor-
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able consideration to his case, it is possible to approach the matter 
more indirectly but more objectively. There is some ground for 
the assumption that if II. person is interested in a certain field he will 
pick up information about it - will be more familiar with the 
terminology and with less obvious details that would presumably 
be overlooked by a person who lacked that interest. Consequently, 
an information test may give some indication of interest if the 
items are carefully selected. It is insufficient to ask questions 
which anyone from casual observation would be able to answer. 
It is necessary to go further into details such as one would not 
encounter unless he had made definite effort to pursue the partic
ular line under consideration. Below are given a few items from 
an interest test for agricultural.engineers. In selecting items or
dinary things that the students would meet in their everyday 
work in the college course were avoided. Technical journals were 
consulted and out-of-the-way things were selected on the theory 
that the student who was interested in this profession would 
naturally go beyond t4e ordinary required work of the classroom 
and would read additional things such as technical journals. In 
each item the subject checks the correct alternative. 

1. Sunlight is an OXIDIZING AGENT: HUMIDIFIER: POlSON: 
DlSINFECTANT: TOXIN. 

2. A track-laying tractor is used for ROAD-ROLLING: PAINTING: 
MILKING: LAYING TRACKS: PLOUGHING. 

3. A surveyor's level is used for GRADING ROADS: FINDING AREAS: 
DETERMINING DIFFERENCES IN ELEVATION: MEASUR
ING ANGLES: MEASURING PERPENDICULARS. 

4. A pinion is a LOCK-NUT: SMALL GEAR: WHEEL: KEY: 
RACK. 

5. A conveyor belt is used for moving GRAIN: GASOLINE: !IIo
LASSES: BARRELS OF SALT: LAMP CHIMNEYS. 

6. Drain tiles are used for ELECTRICAL CONDUITS: BUILDING 
GARAGES: LOWERING SOIL WATER TABLE: PAVING: 
ROOFING. 

7. The best blower belts are mad. of LEATHER: RUBBER: JUTE: 
SILK: HEMP. 

S. Creosote is a FUNGICIDE: VARNISH: CATALYZING AGENT: 
BREAD FLOUR: SUGAR CLARIFIER. 

9. Soil stack is a term used in BOILER FITTING: SURVEYING: CE
MENT MANUFACTURE: PLUMBING: SOIL ANALYSIS. 

10. The best heat insulator is WATER JACKETING: i>liLLT CURK: 
HARD RUBBER: POWDERED ROSIN: CEMENT BLOCKS. 

• 
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To cite another instance of an information test used as an index . 
of interests, a concern wished to know especially about the social 
interests of its applicants, whether they were "good mixers" and 
whether their interests led them into a wide social experience. 
Information questions were devised to cover a very considerable 
range of possible social interests. (472.) Only one item of each 
sort will he cited by way of illustration. The test involved items 
that were socially acceptahle, that dealt with sports, and that were 
perhaps socially questionable. Some of the socially acceptable 
items are as follows. As in the preceding example the subject' 
checks in each item the correct alternative. 

1. Which of the following requires chairs? London Bridge ••• Flying 
Dutchman ... Three Deep ... Going to Jerusalem ... 

2. In what organization is 11 o'clock of special significance? Elks •• , 
Odd Fellows ... Masona ... Knights of Columbus .•• 

3. In the song what follows the words "Blest be the tie that binds"? .• , 
"Us in thy kingdom, Lord" ... "My faith on Calvary" ... "Loved 
ones of kindred minds" ... "Our hearts in Christian love" .. . 

4. What is a caucus? A national politi ... 1 conveotion ... An official 
county election ... A meeting of politicians within one party ••• 
A secret political meeting in violation of the law .... 

5. What is" French leave"? A dance ... Very rewodds and ends left 
over. .. Permission easily obtained... Slipping away without 
notice ••. Showing very polite mann..,. .•• 

Some of the sport items are as follows: 

1. What is the nickname of the Chicago Nationals? Cardinals ••• 
Bravt'S ••. White Sox ... Cubs ... 

2. Which of the following clubs has a wooden head? Cleek •.• Brassy 
... ~iblick .•. Mashie ..• 

3. What kind of a blow is a haymaker? Hook ..• Uppercut ••• Broad 
side ... Jab ... 

4. What is the score when all 10 pins are knocked down? Strike ... 
Little slam ... Spare ... Break ... 

5. What kind of a race is a derby? Trotting ••• Pacing ••• Running 
••• Hurdling ••• 

Some of the possibly questionable items are as follows: 

1. How many spots on dice make .. Little Joe? Three ••• Four ••• 
Seven ••• Eleven ••• 
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2. Which kind of wine is the strongest? Claret ... Champagne .•• 
Sherry ... Burgundy ... Bordeaux ... 

3. What heat.. a flush? Fours ... Straight ... Three of a kind ... Two 
pair ... 

4. What is the name applied to short lively chorus girls? . Kittens ..• 
Ponies ... Baby doDs ... Footlight dodgers ... 

S. Which of the foUowing is best for ja .. dancing? Walts ... Fox trot 
... Paul Jones ... Minuet ..• 

There is a possible error in the information test as a measure of 
interest, especially when dealing with items that are perhaps 
socially questionable. The subject taking the test may become 
suspicious as to·its purpose. It is usuaUy presented as a test of in
formation, but the subject may "tumble" to the fact that informa
tion is being sought as to his actual social experience. He may 
realize that correctly answering questions regarding poker and the 
like will reveal the fact that he is familiar with the game and he 
may hesitate to commit himself for fear it will be held against him. 
This error is seldom involved when dealing with items about which 
no ethical question might be raised, but if some items like those 
in the foregoing test are used the results must be interpreted 
with care. It is probably advisable, furthermore, to put such a 
test at the very end of the program so that if an atmosphere of 
suspicion is developed, it will not affect the results of any other 
tests. 

Indirect methods. Other methods of approaching interests are 
stiD more indirect. These methods are stiD in the experimental 
stage and ton much stress should not be placed upon them until 
they are further validated. One of them involves what is osten
sibly a memory test. The subject is given pairs of words and is r&

quired to associate the two words of each pair so that subsequently, 
when the first word of a pair is given, he can recall the second word 
that went with it. However, the pairs are chosen according to two 
principles. Some of them form perfectly ordinary associations 
such as "dog-cat," "brook-river," whereas others, perhaps 
alternate pairs, involve associations dealing specifically with the 
type of work in question. It is then probable that the person who 
is especiaUy interested in the work will more readily associate the 
two words pertaining to it than will the person who is llOt. The 
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following pairs of words are taken from such a test designed for 
agricultural engineers: 

lettor stamp brass bearing 
formula equation spider spin 
diamond spade level transit 
liquid bydrometer church tower 
watch time gll.'!Oline kerosene 
work force ocean fish 
min umbrella engine windmill 

Alternate pairs, it is to be noted, deal with items familiar to agri
cultural engineers while the remaining pairs involve associations 
whicli are familiar to every one. The presumption is that persons 
with agricultural engineering interests will more readily associate 
"formula" and "equation," "liquid" and "hydrometer," etc., 
than will persons who do not possess such interests. If, however, 
the actual number of words recalled for the crucial pairs is taken as 
the final Bcore, an error is introduced. One individnal who has 
perhaps a very deep interest in this profession may make a low 
score on such words, not because of lack of interest, but because of 
poor memory, while another person with little interest but good 
memory may surpass him. This error may be obviated by taking 
the score on the crucial words relative to that on the normal words. 
The latter establishes the individual's general memory ability, and 
it is possible then to note by what per oent his performance on the 
crucial words exceeds or falls short of normal. If one individual 
does ten per cent better on the crucial words than on the normal 
and another does ten per cen~ worse on the crucial than he does on 
the normal, the former presumably has greater interest in the mat
ter under consideration regardless of the intrinsic memory ability 
of the two individuals. 

A different approach has been made with a sort or cancellation 
test. The subject is provided with a text containing irrelevant 
words, which are to be crossed out. In some instances the material 
is of an ordinary uninteresting sort. In other cases it is designed to 
appeal to some particular interest. The following example is a 
portion of such a test designed to locate persons who are ambitious 
and particularly interested in SUCceSS and achievement: 
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PART I 
Advertising plays way to-day a very why conspicuous yet rMe in the yes 

management with of a business. It wan has assumed such proportiona 
win in recent years war that it won is difficult to ton estimate the tan 
exact place tin which it occupies tip in commercial tub affairs. Over sib 
two thirds of the son cost of maintaining a see newspaper or sun magazine 
is derived .. w from advertising .. y space. 

PART II 
Suppose that gun it is success jot you want. There are few joys in this 

world that lab can compare lit with the joy of met achievement. Set your 
men mark and mat start climbing toward it. You mob will reaeh mud it if 
you keep mut at it. Be persistent pat and be pin patient. If you are in 
put Maine you cen not wish rip yourself in rug California. But you'll sun 
get there sometime ton if you start tan and keep going tub even if you go 
rim on your hands tow and knees. 

Part I, which is, of course, only a brief excerpt from the original 
test, is of an ordinary expository character with little appeal to 
any fundamental interest or tendency. Part II, however, is a 
"pep-talk" such lIS might appeal tremendously to a certain sort of 
individual. Some persons read all of this type of literature they 
can obtain and are much engrossed with the notion of personal 
success and "getting there." The theory of the test is that such 
persons will become so wrapped up in the passage while going 
through it that they will overlook many of the irrelevant words 
which they are supposed to cross out. 

In this test, just lIS in the preceding, we must abstract from the 
individual's intrinsic ability in this particular sort of thing. One 
individual may naturally'be less efficient than another in detecting 
irrelevant words or in speed of reading, and hence make a low score 
on Part II, not because of greater interest, but because of lack of 
ability of this sort. The uninteresting passage, however, serves to 
give an index of the individual's actual ability in this kind of per
formance. The results for Part II may then be taken relative to 
this, provided identical time limits are used in the two cases. The 
presumption is that the lower the score made by a subject on the 
"pep-talk" relative to the normal text, the greater WIIS his interest 
in the passsge. 
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EVALUATION OF MEASUREMENTS OF INTERESTS 

Technique. The foregoing methods of measuring interests have 
heen experimentally validated in a few instances. The statistical • 
treatment of such results differs somewhat from that ordinarily 
used in connection with mental tests. In the former case it is a 
question of correlating with the criteriGn the total score of a test 
which comprises a considerable number of items. In the present 
instance it is not so much .. question of total score as of the value of 
individual items. Inasmuch as we are investigating various in
terests, the main point is to determine which ones are significant 
in the particular problem under consideration. The usual tecb,
nique consists of obtaining groups of people of different vocational 

. status or of known differences of interest and then determining 
which particular items of the questionnaire or test are differential 
of these groups. If, for instance, a large per cent of a group of 
successful workers answers a particular item in a certain way while 
a small per cent of a group of unsuccessful workers does likewise, 
that type of answer is somewhat differential of the two groups. 
Or, again, we may assume that a group of salesmen have rather dif
ferent interests from a group of engineers. If most of the salesmen 
give certain answers to items in an interest questionnaire, while 
rew of the engineers give such answers, those items may be used to 
aid in differentiating sales' and engineering interests. 

When the difference between the proportions of the two groups 
giving a certain answer is not large, it is necessary to determine 
whether it is sufficiently so to be of practical value. This may be 
done by noting the proportion of those in each group who give the 
answer and of those who fail to give it and applying appropriate 
formulre which give the "standard deviation of the difference.'" 
If the actual difference is not at least twi~e the standard deviation, 

J Such a formula ia: 
Ptql+P,'IlI 
Nl Ns. 

where (or instance Pt is the per cent of the successful salesmen expressing an interest 
in baseba.Il, ql the per cent failing to express an interest. JIll the proportion of un~ 
.ucce~{ul8l\Ip9mon expressing 9uch an inte-rcst and tl! the proportion or unsuccessful 
wosmen failing to express sucb interest, NI the number of 8ucces.sful aalosmcn wu:l 
NI the number of WlBuooessful. 
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few statisticians would agree that it is of much practical signifi. 
cance. The difference might be obliterated by repeating the tabu· 
Iation with other groups of subjects unless it is of at least this mag. 
nitude. 

Questionnaire results: sales liS. engineering types. A group oj 
students in a school for insurance salesmen, a group of design en· 
gineers and another of sales engineers were given, among othel 
things, an elaborate interest questionnaire. (394.) One of thE 
most differential parts of the questionnaire proved to be that deal· 
ing with preference for vocations other than the present one, in thE 
fashion above illustrated. In this particular instance the subjecl 
marked each item merely plus or minus according to whether hE 
would like or dislike working at that especial vocation. The iteIlll 
were tabulated then to show what per cent of each group marked 8 

given item plus or minus. A few typical items from the original 
tabulation are given in Table XLI. This table shows the per cenl 

TABL& XLI. Tl'I'ICAL VOCATIONAL l'BEFERENCES OF DlPn:m:NT GlIOlIPS : 
Per centa upl'O!lflina like (+) or dislike (-) 

r..mu.NCB Dalmf S ..... s ........... E:iGlN:E.ERB -"' .... + - + - + -

Architect •••••••...•..••... 46 33 68 11 68 20 
Automobile repairman ... ... 24 46 57 18 30 30 
Automobile mlesmAn •••• ••• 87 10 36 21 88 2 , 

Bank cashier .•............• 56 26 29 46 38 40 
! 

Carpenter ••..•............ 16 48 39 18 18 44 
Sculptor .........•......... 18 42 18 54 6 44 

S Alter Moore. 

of each group marking each item plus or minus. For instance, 
"architect" is marked plus by 46 per cent of the insurance group 
and minus by 33 per cent. The difference is much greater for 
the design engineers, 68 per cent of whom mark it plus, while 
only 11 per cent mark it minus. An interest in architecture 
as a possible vocation seems more characteristic of engineers than 
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of salesmen. The item bank cashier, on the other hand, shows 
the opposite trend. Insurance salesmen mark it plus much more 
frequently than they mark it minus, but both the engineering groups 
give a preponderance of minus marks. A simil&r analysis of all the 
vocations included in the list made it possible to select those which 
were most differential. The result is ten occupations which are 
chosen prim&riIy by the salesmen type and ten which are chosen 
primarily by the engineering type. These are given in Table XLIL 

TABLB XLII. OCCUPATIONAL INTERESTS MOST DIFFEBENTIAL OP 
ExGlNEEBlNG AND SAIBSMAN TYPEs 1 

B~1ype: 
Arehitecf; 
Automobile repairman 
Carpenter 
Draftsman 
Government astn>Domer 
Machinist 
Pattem maker 
Research worker in physics 
Too1maker 
Wat,chm81rer 

8alamato type, 
Automobile B8leameD 

Bank cashier 
Editor of popular IIllIgUiDe 
Hotel keeper or owner 
Lawyer 
NewspaPer reporter 
Private secretary 
Purchasing agent 
Rea\ estate agent 
Stock broker 

If we compare the occupations in the two lists, the difference is 
rather obvious. Most of those chosen by the salesmen type are of 
the son that involve social contacts, while those chosen by the en
gineering type are for the most part vocations in which one can 
work effectively by hjmself without very much person&! contact. 
It seems that individuals in one group are somewhat inclined toward 
society and enjoy handling or motivating people, while the others 
are fundamentally inclined toward materi&l objects rather than 
persons. After these lists bad been determined, the individual 
b!&nks were gone over &gain considering only the differential items. . 
In order to ascertsin how well these two lists served to differentiate 
the salesmen from the engineers, the following procedure waa 
adopted. The number of plus signs before vocations on the salesma.n 
list was added to the number of minus signs before vocations on the 
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engineering list for a given individual in order to get his total in 
favor of sales. Conversely, the sum of the plus marks before en
gineering items and the minus marks before sales items gave his 
total in favor of engineering. These two totals were then added 
and his total in favor of sales reduced to a per cent of this sum. 
This indicated his per cent in favor of sales occupations. The 
average of these figures for aU individuals amounted in the insur
ance group to 77 per cent, in the sales engineering group 68 per cent, 
and in the design engineering group 30 per cent. Thus it is evident 
that the interest expressed in these other vocations was rather 
differential of those specializing in sales as compared with those 
of more technical inclinations. 

The results for the design and sales engineers are shown in the 
lower half of Figure 8. Along the base line are given the per
centages which sales marks bear to the total marks. Each square 
indicates a person yielding the per cent that is given directly be
low that square on the base line. The upper group of squares is 
for the sa1<!S engineers and the lower group for the design engineers. 
The former are manifestly distributed more to the right, indicat
ing a greater per cent of individuals marking the sales items. A 
critical score at 50 per cent makes a fair separation between the 
two groups. Very few of the design group exceed this score and 
only a small per cent of the sales group faU below it. 

It was possible to foUolv up some of these sales and design en
gineering students after their graduation. Records were available 
of their later assignment in the engineering organizations for 
which they worked and of the success of their work. This later 
check-up shows that the original interest test would have correctly 
placed 85 per cent of them in the line of work at which they were 
nltimately proving successful. 

In this same study other items of the questionnaire were simi
larly evaluated, but few of them seemed as differential as did the 
foregoing. The item referring to participation in a debating team 
showed that 32 per cent of the design group had done so, whereas 
the other groups contained approximately 50 per cent who had par
ticipated. Somewhat simi1ar results held with reference to partici
pation in dramatics. 
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Social VB. mechanical type. Another study along these same 
lines was conducted with college seniors in industries who were 
presumably mechanically inclined, in comparison with students in 
a school for insurance salesmen whose inclinations were supposedly 
more social in character. (177.) Among other things a question
naire was given as to miscellaneous likes and dislikes and also as to 
likes and dislikes for various occupations. Differential items were 
determined in a manner simi1ar to that used in the study just 
described. The items that proved most significant in differentiat
ing the two groups are given in Table XLIII • 

. TABLIO XLIII. DlJ'I'ERENTIAL ITEMS FOR SoCIALLY AND MECIlANICALLY 
INCLINED' 

Pw aont checkinK- aymbola indicated 

STIlDOL &Lu IxD ....... w ...... 

Actor .•........................ L 46 20 +1 
Astronomer .....•............... L 13 36 -1 
Automobile repairman ........... L 10 46 -1 
Draftsman .......•••............ L 10 43 -1 
Factory manager .•••............ L 40 90 -1 
Factory manager ...•............ D 33 3 +1 
Locomotive engineer ............. L 20 43 -1 
Machinist .•••.•••.............. L 10 50 -1 
Machinist ...•.•.•.............. D 63 26 +1 
Magazine writer •.•••••..•.•..... L 53 23 +1 
Mo.gasine writer ........••....... D 20 50 -1 
Preacher ....•••................ L 23 3 +1 
Ship officer .••....•............. L 10 60 -1 
Ship officer ••................... D 56 20 +1 
Shop foreman ..•.............•.. L 3 56 -1 
Shop foreman ...•............... D 73 16 +1 
~eciall oall'&11A1l ••••••••.•••••• L 56 20 +1 

oo1m er ••.••••.•............. L 3 50 -1 
Toolmaker ...................... D 70 26 +1 w .tchmaker .•.•.•.............. L 3 . 23 -1 
Fat men .••......•...•.... , ....• L 63 17 +1 
Fat men ...•.. , ........... , •.• o. D 0 30 -1 
Very pelite people ............... L 47 90 -1 
Very polite people ............... • 33 0 +1 
Conventions ..................•. i> 7 27 -1 
Lif.·.····· .. ·················· . L 97 77 +1 
Life ............................ 1 0 23 -1 
NfIW Republic • •.•..............• L 33 77 -1 
N fIW Republic • •................. 1 63 23 +1 
Interviews ...................... L 77 33 +1 
Interviews ...................... 10r D 23 67 -1 



INTERESTS IN EMPLOYMENT PSYCHOLOGY 818 

The subject checked each item L if he liked it or would like to do 
that kind of work, D if he disliked it or would dislike that occupa.
tion, and. ? if he had no decided feeling one way or the other. The 
table shows the per cent of each group checking the symbol indi
cated. For instance, 46 per cent of the sa.les group checked L for 
"Actor," while only 20 per cent of the industrial group did so. 
Such a check indicated to some extent a predilection toward sa.les
manship rather than industria.! work and was accordingly given a 
weight of +1. An L for" Astronomer" was, on the other hand, 
checked more frequently by the industries group and indicated a 
tendency toward that kind of work. It was given a weight of -1. 
After these differential items had been determined, the original 
records for each subject were evaluated, considering only these 
items, and they were weighted according to the figures given in the 
last column of Table XLIII. These figures were then algebraica.lly 
totaled to yield a composite score for each individual. The larger 
this positive score, the greater was supposed to be the tendency 
toward Bocial rather than mechanical interests. The extent to 
which these composite scores differentiated the two groups may be 
seen in the upper half of Figure 8. 'Each square represents an in
dividual making the composite score which is given directly below 
it on the base line. The upper group is socially inclined and the 
lower mechanica.lly inclined. The separ ... tion of the two groups is 
pretty clear. If a critical score is taken between +2 and +3, there 
will be only two of the socia.! group below it and only two of the 
mechanical group above it. 
t 'A very similar study was made comparing a group of seniors in 
industry and a group of mechanical engineering students. In this 
study it was possible in the same way to select a group of differen
tial items that gave about the same sort of separation of the groups 
as in the present case. 

Information test results. In addition to evaluating question
naires as a measure of interests, the information type of test has • 
been tried. The one described above for socia.! interests was de
sigued originally for use with sa.lesmen. The complete test was 
given to a considerable number of salesmen. They were divided 
into five groups on the basis of their ability - highest success, high 
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success, fair success, doubtful, and inefficient. The information 
items were then tabulated to determine which were most differen
tial of the groups. It proved possible in this way to seleot a fairly 
differential set. A poor score on the test served rather definitely to 
indicate a poor salesman, although a high score did not always in
sure a good salesman. Apparently a lack of the interests that were 
involved in the test tended to render one poor salesmanship mate
rial, but their presence was not of itself sufficient because other 
things not measured by this test were essential. A consideration of 
the most differential items reveals a tendency for the good salesman 
to be a man who has accepted social responsibility. One who is 
manifestly lacking in social experience seems to have poor chances 
for success in this line of work. (472.) 

Results with indirect methods. The indirect methods of measur
ing interest have scarcely proceeded beyond the experimental 
stage. The method involving memory for word pairs above de
scribed was tried with a group of agricultural engineering students 
and the score on the test was correlated with an estimate by in
structors lIS to "interest and industry." The test score -'- i.e., 
the memory for words related to agricultural engineering as com
pared to that for ordinary words - was found to correlate to the 
extent of .30 with estimated interest. The results were complicated 
by the fact that the test correlated with ability to an even greater 
extent, but there is some indication at least that there are possi
bilities in this method. The other indirect method above men
tioned, namely, a cancellation test in which it was supposed that 
interest in the passage would detract from efficiency in cancelling 
irrelevant words, correlated - .30 with estimated interest. This 
negative correlation is also in conformity with the theory of the 
test. More work must necessarily be done with the indirect 
methods before any great validity is attached to them, but they 
are cited simply to show the possibility of measuring interest in 
these rather indirect ways. (103.) 

SUMMARY 

Occupational success depends on other things than ability alone, 
and interest is one of them'. There is some indication that interests 
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are rather permanent, and hence it is necessary to reckon with them 
in the employment situation rather than to rely on their changing 
to meet conditions. There is also some relation between interest 
and ability. Whether the ability motivates the interest or rrice 
IleTsa has not been determined. In either instance, however, 
interests are to some extent diagnostic of what the person will 
ultimately do in the occupation. 

Several methods have been used to determine systematically a 
person's interests. A questionnaire may be devised dealbg with 
previous occupational, with avocational, or with social interests, 
any of which may be of practical significance. Instead of answer
ing questions the procedure is sometimes varied by having the sub
ject check a list of items according to whether he likes or dislikes 
them. Information tests are sometimes used as a measure of inter
est on the theory that a person who is interested in a certain field 
will go out of his way to obtain more information about it and will 
remain "set" for anything pertaining to it, so that he will in the 
long run be able to give a better account of himself in an informa
tion test involving items in this field. Still more indirect methods 
have been attempted. In what is ostensibly a memory test, in 
which some items appealing to a certain interest are mingled with 
other normal items, it is assumed that re1atively more of the former 
will be retained by a person with that particular interest. In a test 
involving cancellation of irrelevant words in a text, it is assumed 
that if the content of the text appeals especially to the person's 
interest he will become engrossed in it and mark relatively fewer of 
the irrelevant words. 

These methods have been evaluated by administering the meas
urements or tests to certain occupational groups or to groups 
known to have BOme fundamental difference in interest and deter- -
mining which items serve most clearly to differentiate the groups. 
It was possible from a list of items regarding which the subjects 
expressed their like or dislike to select a set which would differen
tiate fairly well the engineering type of individual from the sales
man type. In quite similar fashion it proved possible to obtain 
differential items for the socially inclined as compared with the 
mechanically inclined. The information test as a measure of 
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intel'l'.st proved of some value in discriminating different degrees 
of success in selling. There were indications that the successful 
salesman was an individual who had accepted social responsibili
ties. The more indirect methods of measuring interests have been 
tried to only a slight extent, but the correlations with estimated 
interest were somewhat encouraging. The whole matter of measur
ing interest and using such measurements in a practical way is still 
very much in the experimental stage, but satisfactory progress is 
being made. 



CHAPTER XII 
RATING SCALES 

PURPOSE 

Study of non-measurable traits. At tbe outset of the preceding 
chapter tbe point was made that capacity and ability do not con
lItitute the whole story in predicting vocational aptitude. It is not 
merely a question of what tbe applicant can do, but of what he wiU 
do. He may be able to become a good calender man, but in actual 
practice he does not try to make the most of his opportunity to 
learn to operate the machine and so never succeeds. A man may 
have the requisite intelligence, or memory, or speed of reaction for a 
given job, but he may lack industry, initiative, tact, enthusiasm, 
persistence, or other traits or attitudes or tendencies tbat are 
needed to supplement his ability in order to make him a successful 
worker. In the present status of our science these tendencies or 
attitudes or traits or aspects of personality as distinguished from 
capacity or ability cannot be tested. The best tbat we can do is to 
obtain tbe judgment of persons familiar with tbe man in question. 

Such traits cannot be stated in terms of items per minute, or 
some other quantitative unit, but they are nevertheless important 
in vocational prognosis. Things like initiative, tact, coOperative
ness, leadership, or organizing ability, may be of outstanding im
portance in selecting men for, or promoting tbem to, positions of an 
executive, supervisory, or salesmanship nature in which personal 
contacts are paramount. The best procedure at present available 
for obtaining an indication of the degree to which such traits are 
present is the rating scale. Such scales are utilized in various ways 
by different organizations. Brief ones are used for estimating an 
applicant during an employment interview. Estimates of a syste
matic sort are obtained from previous employers, school teachers, 
or others who have been in touch with the applicant. Promotion 
from one department or job to another within an organization is a 
logical part of the employment program and it is for this purpose, 
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perhaps, that rating sca.\es are at present most widely used. Many 
concerns have their employees rated periodically by their superiors. 
The results, on the one hand, indicate cases of maladjustment 
where transfer or special training is requisite, and, on the other 
hand, serve to locate promotional material. In many concerns va
cancies are filled from within the same organization and the rating 
sca.\e is useful in discovering the most promising individuals for 
promotion. 

More uniform method of expressing opinion. Men are con
stantly observing one another and, from external behavior, infer
ring something regarding mental traits. These estimates are often 
built up almost unconsciously, but their effect is cumulative, and 
when a person is asked for an opinion regarding another he may 
realize that he actually has such an opinion already formed. These 
opinions, however, are of somewhat dubious value, especially in the 
form in which they are most frequently available. If a man is 
asked what he thinks of a given executive, or a given applicant, the 
answer usually involves some glittering generalities to the effect 
that he is a "good man," or a "poor man," or a "lazy worker," 
or "does not take hold." These terms are, of course, quite rela
tive and mean radically different things to different persons. 
Being a good man in the estimation of one person may be equiva
lent to mediocrity in the estimation of another. General impres
sions of this sort are likewise apt to reflect prejudice. If the rater 
has had some unfortunate experience with the individual in ques
tion - for example, if he has encountered some single instance of 
carelessness - he is apt to impute the bad' impression of this inci
dent to the individual's entire personality. Hence it is desirable to 
abstract some\'ithat from these prejudices and general impressions 
and obtain the estimates in more scientific fashion. This can be 
accomplished to a certain extent by rating the traits separately and 
then combining them into a final rating. If, for instance, one is 
considering tact, initiative, and leadership separately, his judgment 
will probably to a lesser extent reflect his general impression or the 
influence of some single dramatic incident than if he is giving a 
single figure which is to evaluate the individual as a whole. Sepa
rate consideration of the traits in this manner obviates snap judg-

• 
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ment and insures that all the raters record their impressions in more 
systematic and above all in more unifonn manner. The judges are 
somewhat less apt to disagree when rating traits separately than 
when estimating the worker as a whole, and if there is disagreement 
it is possible to analyze it because of the more unifonn character of 
the whole technique. 

Educational value. Another aim of the rating scale procedure 
in organizations where periodic ratings are made is to educate both 
the rater and the rated. The fonner comes to observe the lattf>.r 
more closely if he is required occasionally to rate him. In addition 
to arousing personal interest in the man it leads the rater to observe 
him with reference to different traits and consider them separatf>ly. 
The natural tendency is to devote attention primarily to the man 
as a whole or to some outstanding aspect. It is easy to dislike a 
man's face and overlook his other good qualities. The rating scsle 
caIls attention to these other qualities and teaches one to observe 
them too. One may discover that after all the man is rather skill
M, ingenious, and coOperative. On the other hand, the scsle may 
call attention to the man's laziness which had been previously over
shadowed by his affability. In this way one's final opinion of the 
man and one's whole attitude toward him may be- very appreciably 
changed. Furthennore, this procedure keeps the whole notion of 
personality alive in the mind of the executive. 

The use of rating scsles in an organization likewise has educative 
value for the employee who is rated. He realizes that he is being 
judged in essential traits. This may encourage a certain amount of 
self-analysis and evaluation and he may seek to determine his weak 
points with a view to improvement. He may also realize that the 
ratings have something to do with his status in the concern so that 
they serve to motivate him and prove an incentive to do as effective 
work as he can. 

Check on employees' progress. Another purpose of the rating 
scsle in some organizations is to give a periodic check on the em
ployees' progress. Those whose development seems to be rapid and 
who are especially superior in certain traits may be considered as a 
source of supply for other higher positions within the organization 
and may be promoted. Others who seem weak iu certain respects 
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may be transferred to other departments for which they are better 
adapted. These readjustments may become necessary because it 
is often impossible to apply the rating scale at the time of original 

. employment. If personality traits could be measured by objective 
tests along with the capacities, persons could at the outset be placed 
in that line of work for which they are best fitted. As this is not 
the case and it is often necessary to wait until superiors are ac
quainted with the employees before estimates as to personality 
traits are available, these .later adjustments are frequently desir
able. 

Data to meet emergencies. If an organization has ratings of its 
employees on file, they are often found useful in an emergeney. 
Vacancies may occur unexpectedly and it may be desired to pro
mote or transfer some one very quickly. The usual practice in such 
a case is to consult other members of the firm as to their general 
impression of certain possible substitutes for the position. If 
systematic rating scales are used at the time they can scarcely be 
properly evaluated. It is necessary first of all to train the raters. 
It is then desirable to rate a considerable number of employees of a 
given sort, compare the reliability of different raters, and if possible 
determine the validity of the ratings. It is often necessary to 
make corrections and run down special cases of discrepancy in 
which the rater apparently did not follow instructions. Only then 
can ratings yield their greatest value. If it is necessary to act 
quickly in an emergency, this careful procedure is not feasible. 
Consequently, it is more satisfactory if individuals who might be 
possible sources of supply for other positions or departments are 
rated systematically in advance and the final records filed for any 
contingency that may arise. 

SELEcrION OF TRAITS TO BE RATED 

The mental characteristics to be included in a rating scale depend, 
of course, on tbe situation in which it is to be used. There is no one 
rating scale that is universally applicable any more than there is a 
universal test that can be used in selecting applicants for every 
job. The mental make-up of a successful salesman is considerably 
different from that of & successful executive. Consequently, if & 
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:ra.ting system is to be devised for salesmen, ,it should probably em
.pb,a.si.ze a different group of traits from that included in a similar 
system for executives. 

Traits that are present in varying degrees. In selecting traits to 
include in a rating scale, there are certain ones which will be of 
:ra.ther dubious value. Such traits cannot be rated on a sca.Ie at a.Il 
because they are not present in varying amounts. Suoh a thing, 
for instance, as loyalty is difficult to conceive in terms of more or 
less, for a person simply is loyal or is not loyal. The same thing 
may be said regarding honesty and various other traits in which 
it would be difficult to grade theindividua.I on a scale. In such 
instances it is probably unwise to include the trait in the rating 
scale at a.Il, because effort to estimate it in varying amounts will 
only be confusing. If such traits are significant, the rater can be 
required merely to check one of two alternatives according to 
whether the person is loyal or disloyal, honest or dishonest. The 
scale proper should comprise only traits that are present in varying 
degrees. 

Questionnaire. In determining what traits to include in a par
ticnlar rating scaJe the logical procedure is to consult persons who 
are fa.milisr with the occupation in question. Members of the 
staff who have been concerned with employing or promoting cer
tain kinds of employees have doubtless been using some personaJ 
unsystematic consideration of character traits such as appear in 
rating scales. It is possible then to circulate to such persons a. 
questionnaire asking them to list or otherwise indicate a.Il the traits 
which they consider important for this particular type of work. 
Certain traits on which they agree fairly well may then be con
sidered of fundamentaJ importance. As regards traits which are 
not so generally mentioned, they may be either discarded or made 
the subject of a. conference which will bring out the reason why 
some members of the staff listed them while others did not. For 
instance, in devising a rating scaJe for salesmen each manager who 
was ultimately to use the sca.Ie was requested to submit independ
ently a list of the traits which he ordinarily considered when es
timating the vaJue of a salesman. When the results were pooled 
the most frequently mentioned traits were included in the finaJ 
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1Icale. They were 88 follows: experieIlce, dominance, stamina, 
appearance and manner, enthusiasm, fluency, egotism, expansive
ness. (278;"189.) 

Interview or conference. Possibly a better procedure than the 
foregoing is to interview or otherwise confer with the members 
of the staff who are to suggest the important traits. In working 
with mere lists, unless elaborate definitions are used, there are apt 
to be ambiguities in terminology. A word may have quite different 
connotations for different individuals. If a man writes on his 
questionnaire that a job needs" cooperativeness," it is impossible 
to tell whether he means merely willingness to do what one is told 
or whether he considers further the tendency to anticipate the 
needs of others and to govern one's self accordingly in advance. 
The real meaning which he attaches to the term can be brought out 
in a personal interview. Sometimes this information is obtained 
in the interview conducted for the broader purpose of job analysis. 
(Cf. Chapter XV.) Sometimes it is desirable to have a conference 
:as above suggested to iron out any apparent disagreements be
tween the different members. It is well, however, to get each per
BOn to commit himself independently in the first place, because in a 
conference those who speak first may exercise a certain amount of 
suggestion upon the others, calling their attention to traits that 
had not occurred to them and to which they had originally attached 
little significance or minimizing the importance they had attached 
to other traits by failing to mention them. If each man's 
unbiased opinion is at the outset a matter of record, the confer
ence is valuable in determining the reasons for various disagree
ments. 

Preliminary list from which to select. It has sometimes facili
tated the procedure of questionnaire or interview to provide in ad
vance a fairly exhaustive list of traits from which the persons con
sulted may select those which they deem important. Persons who 
find it difficult to recall, when requested, the traits which they 
consider in evaluating their subordinates may find such a list help
ful. Various lists and classifications of traits which might be val
uable for this purpose are available. A typical one classifies a large 
number of traits under the following captions. (264.) 
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1. General intellectual: ability, alert, bright, tt.t.mgent, keen, . thinker • 
(good). . 

2. Special intellectual: breadth, scholarship, initiative, originality, good 
judgment, resourceful, mature mentally. •. 

3. Efficiency of performance: accurate, capable; eflicient, responsible, 
thorough, careful, expresses self well. 

4. Efficiency in attitude: ambitious, diligent, determined, energetic, 
enthusiastic, persistent, prompt, industrious, painstaking, will su ... 
eeed, willing to work. 

5. Soci&l- indieating control of others; executive ability, forceful, in
fluential, leadership, inspires confidence. 

Go Social -. moral: character (strong), altruistic, conscientious, d ... 
pendable, earnest, faithful, .honest, loyal, reliable, steady, sincere, un
seIlish, high ide&la, trustworthy. 

7. Soci&l - attitude toward others: adaptable, agreeable, charming, 
eOOperative, friendly, genial, kindly, modest, independent, popular, 
aocial mixer, tactful, winning personality, poise. 

8. Misoo1JSDOOUS: appearance, habitsJ etc. 

WEIGHTING THE TRAITS 

Having determined the traits or quaJities which are to be in
cluded in the rating scale, it is then essential to consider their 
relative importance, with a view to weighting them. It is quite 
possible that for salesmen tact may be twice as important as leader
ship. Just as when a numher of tests are used for determining voca
tional aptitude, the predictive va.1ue is raised if the tests are 
p'roperly weighted, so the va.1ue of a rating sca.1e is increased if the 
proper significance is attached to each trait. While it would be 
possible in some cases to compare the ratings on different traits 
with a criterion, this is seldom done. Ratings are less objective, 
quantitative, and reliable than tests so that such procedure would 
scarcely be worth the effort. Moreover, the criterion itseJf is often 
a rating. The relative importance of the traits is generilly deter
mined in rather arbitrary fashion by using the best judgment of 
those who are familiar with the occupation in question. 

Frequency of mention in questionnaire. If a questionnaire has 
been circulated or job ana.\ysis interviews have been conducted, it 
is possible to note how many times each item is mentioned in the 
questionnaire or in the interviews and to weight it accordingly. 
If, for instance, fifty people consider leadership important and 
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only twenty-five consider originality worth mentioning, leadership 
might receive a weight of 2, and originality a weight of 1. 

Pooled judgment. Another possibility is to submit the final list 
of traits to a considerable number of judges and ask them to dis
tribute 100 points among those traits. If, for instance, there are 
five traits involved, the judge is asked to assign a particular weight 
to each one such that the total of the weights will equal 100. These 
weights may be worked out in conference or made individually and 
the average weight assigned to each trait may be taken as approxi
mately its final weight. 

According to reliability. One other procedure for determining 
weights has occasionally been used. This consists of weighting the 
items roughly according to their reliability. The methods just 
described involve rather the validity of the traits, i.e., their rei .. 
tive merits in predicting some criterion. The present suggestion 
assumes that, ..mce there is considerable difficulty in ascertaining 
the validity, it is hetter to look for the most reliable traits. If the 
judges agree with one another fairly well on some things and not on 
others, the former should receive more weight, not because they 
are more closely related to occupational proficiency, but because 
the ratings themselves come nearer to being a true index of the par
ticular trait under consideration. It will be shown later in the 
chapter that some traits on the whole are estimated with greater 
reliahility than are others. Those which tend to yield some ob
jective product by which they can be judged, such as !Ialary or 
bank account, are more reliable. Consequently, in lieu of actual 
measurements of reliahility it is possible to attach more weight to 
such traits and less weight to those which are more subjective in 
character and hence presumably lower in reliability. 

By way of illustration the weights assigned to the traits in a few 
rating scales will be cited. In the rating scale for salesmen men
tioned above the following weights were adopted as a result of con
ference: 

Experience ..••. IO' IO •••••••• IO' • 3 
Dcminance. . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . •• 3 
Stamina ..................... 2 
Appearance and manner. • • • • •• 2 

Enthusiasm .... IO •••••••• 10 •••• 2 
Fluency .....•........•.•••.• 2 
Egotism .......•••••••.•••••• 1 
~veness .•••••••••••••• 1 
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In the army a rating scale for officers was devised. After a con
siderable amount of study and revision the final list of traits and 
their weights were as follows: 

Physical qualities .............................................. 15 
Intelligence .......................................... , .. . .. ... 15 
Leadership .................... , . , ............... , .. . . . .. .... ... 15 
Personal qualities.. . . .. . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . .. 15 
Genersl value to the service.. .. .. .. .. .. • • • .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. • . ... 40 

In a large office force a rating scale for clerical workers was devised. 
The items were weighted by consultation with ten division heads of 
long experience. The items were weighted in two ways - one for 
clerical duties involving only individual work and the other for 
clerical duties where supervisory work is entailed. The qualities 
with their weights for individual and supervisory work follow: 

Individual 
Appearance ............................. 10 
Ability to learn. .. • .. .. . • . • .. . .. • . . . • . • .. 20 
Accuracy. . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. . ... 25, 
Dependability.. ... • .. .. .. • . ... .. • .. .. ... 10 
Speed .................................. 20 
Cooperativeness. . .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. . .. .. .. . 7.5 
Constructive thinking. . .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. • 7.5 
Ability to direct work of others.. . . . . .. . . . • 0 

Supervisol'J' 
10 
20 
10 
10 
5 

10 
10 
25 

Incorporating weightings in the rating blank. When the rating 
procedure is put into practical use, it may be arranged so that the 
rater gives it no eoncern whatever and the weighting is subse.
quently done by whoever evaluates the data, or the weighting may 
be actually embodied in the rating blank that is provided. In the 
case of salesme'!. just mentioned the rater estimated each trait 
in the same terms and on the same basis. When the results were 
totaled, the rating in experience was multiplied by 3, while that for 
stamina was multiplied by 2, etc. This was likewise the case with 
the scale for clerical workers just mentioned. All the workers were 
estimated similarly for each trait on a graphic scale (infra) which 
had the same maximum in each instance. If, then, the person was 
being considered for supervisory work, the different estimates were 
multiplied by one set of constants before being totaled, while if he 
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was being considered for individual work they were multiplied by 
the other set of constantB. In the army rating scale, on the other 
hand, the rater used a master scale and considered his subordinates 
by comparison with other officers on the master scale. It was SO 

arranged that in physical qualities he could assign a m&.Woum 
value of 15, while in general value to the service he could assign a 
value up to 40. In this way the weighting was done' in the actual 
proce~ of rating, while in the other two cases it was done subse
quently. 

DEFINING THE TRAffS 

Avoid individual interpretations. It is usually insufficient 
merely to present the name of a given trait and require a person to 
estimate somebody with reference thereto. If, for instance, the 
scale mentioned "executive ability," the rater might construe it 
either from the standpoint of plaIllling or from the standpoint of 
ability to get things done. If a scale involved the term "original
ity," this might be interpreted either as ability to work without 
supervision or as actual inventive capacity. Hence it is nece~ 
to define the traits in more detail. It may even be necessary to 
make tentative definitions and then revise them after preliminary 
use. In the army rating scale, for instance, the last item was 
originally "general value to the regiment." Later this became 
"general impression," and finally "general value to the service." 
Similarly, intelligence in the early form of the scale was described as 
"ease of learning, capacity to apply knowledge, ability to grasp and 
solve new problems." Later this definition becsine "accuracy, 
ease in learning, ability to grasp quickly the point of view of the 
commanding officer, to issue clear and intelligent orders, to esti
mate a new situation, and to arrive at a sensible decision in a 
crisis." 

This illustrates the desirability of selecting the definitions rather 
carefully and of revising them if necessary in order that the persons 
using the rating scale will have in mind exactly the sort of thing 
that is desired. It has been suggested by some workers in this field 
that in the final form of a scale it may be better to omit altogether 
the actual name of the trait and to include simply ~e definition. 



RATING SCALES 827 

The theory is -that if the trait is actually named, the rater may 
simply read the name and devote little attention to the detailed 
definition, thus putting his own interpretation on the name. 
Omitting the name compels him to read the definition and to ap
proach more closely the trait which it is actually desired to have 
him rate. 

Objective preferable to subjective. In defining traits it is fur
ther desirable to do so as far as possible in objective rather than 
in subjective terms. As mentioned above, objective traits which 
represent reactions to impersonal things or situations or tasks, and 
which tend to yield some objective observable product, are rated 
more reliably than the opposite type. Some traits may be defined 
in either objective or subjective forms, and in such a esse the former 
is to be preferred because the raters, taking a more objective atti
tude, will tend to be more reliable. Consider for instance, leader
ship. An objective definition might be somewhat as follows: 
"Rate this executive in terms of the success which he bas shown 
in developing -a loyal and effective organization by administering 
justice, inspiring confidence, and winning the coOperation of his 
subordinates." Here attention is called to actual objective accom
plishment, such as the organization he bas developed and to the 
way his subordinates react as a result of his leadership. A subjec
tive definition of the same trait might read thus: "Rate this execu
tive's initiative, force, self-reliance, decisiveness, tact, ability to 
inspire men and to command their obedience, loyalty and coOpers
tion." This definition caI1s attention merely to the subjectiv/l 
traits rather than to anything that results from their presence or 
absence. Again, personal appearance may be defined objectively; 
as, "consider how favorably he impresses people by his physique, 
bearing and manner"; and subjectively, as, "personal attractive
ness, cleanliness, neatness, and dress." The presumption is that 
traits defined in the more objective manner will be more reliably 
rated. -

With reference to particulsr situation. It is further desirable to 
define the traits with reference to the situation in which they are to 
be used. The definition that would be most satisfactory for rating 
an executive might differ somewhat from the definition that would 
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be most satisfactory for rating II subordinate. For instanee, in II 
scale for executives, foremen, &nd supervisors, co6peratiVPDess is 
defined lIS: "Success in winning the coOperat.ion of his subordinates, 
in welding them into a loyal and effective working unit." In II 
scale for other workers in subordinate positions this same trait is 
defined as: "His attitude of helpfuble.SS toward others, his inclina
tion to co6perate in manner lIS well as in act with associates and 
superiors." Or again in the first scale initiative is defined as: 
"Success in doing things in new and better ways and in adopting 
improved methods in his own work." In the scale for workers it is 
defined as: "Success in going ahead with a task without being told 
every detail; ability to make practical suggestions for doing things 
in new and better ways." It is obvious that the d .. Jinitions in the 
first scale stress different aspects from thoee in the serond. It is 
henee necessary to consider definitions of the traits, as well as the 
at"tUM traits themselves, with reference to the situation in which 
they are to be used, and to call attention to the particular things in
volved in that actuM situation. 

Where traits of rather general character are used, it is sometimes 
desh-able, instead of defining them for the particular situation, to 
d .. fine thPlD for a number of typical situations. Take for instanee 
a trait like "self-assur&nee." It is possible to give a number of 
situations in which it might have opportunity to manifest itsPlf and 
tht'D to state for each a response that would apparently indicate a 
positive manifestation of this trait &nd another that would indi
cate a negative manifestation. (Cf. 322,157.) The following situ
ations are each followed by a possible positive and a possible nega
tive response: (1) A new situation demanding response: positive
undertaking with readiness, carried out beyond demands; nPg&
tive - 8."(cessive inquiry and waiting for directions. (2) Many 
tasks inviting response: positive - acceptance of many; negative 
- carrying a light load. (3) A task demanding preparation:. 
positive - tendency to undertake without thorough prep.vstion;· 
neltfltive - careful prepa1-ation. (4) Opinion askod: positive-
11l8odily given; negative - modestly withheld or qul\lified. (5) 
C'.ontradicted when asserting one's own memory of an event: 
positive- denil\l of error. negative - acceding. The rater may 
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be required to estimate the person in each of these hypotheti
cal situations or to consider them in makjng a single estimate 
for the trait in genera.!. At any rate, calling attention to these 
situations c1a.rifies the matter and is conducive to more accurate 
ratings. 

By way of illustration one complete set of definitions will be 
!iven of the traits included in a rating scale for foremen used by a 
large paper manufacturing concern. (433.) 

1. 7'rade ability. Kind and amount of trade experience, knowledge of 
and resoureefulness in using machines, tools, material, and trade methods. 

2. AbiliJ.y 10 pia" and supervise. Ability to maintain standard quality 
work, to place help where they can do the best work, to plan ahesd so as to 
have materiaIs, men, and tools resdyto get out orders on schedule time with 
minimum production cost and to keep a steady Bow of work through the 
department. 

3. Ability 10 lwndle men. Initiative, decisiveness, resourcefulness, 
energy. self-oontrol, ability to see faults with his help, to earn their respect, 
goodwill, and confidence, to maintain just discipline and a stable working 
force. 

4. Ability 10 tm.ch. To explain work clearly to a beginner, to gain his 
eonfidence and make him interested in his work; success in developing all
round men. in bettering the men of lower grade and increasing generally 
the knowledge and skil1 of the help under him. 

5. General VGlUll. Years of service, ability to understand and carry out 
the company's policies, orderliness in his department, resdiness to cooper
ate in giving new ideas a fair trial. 

MAN·TO·MAN RATING SCALE 

Construction of the master scale. There are three types of rat
ing scales that have beim quite extensively used. The first of these 
involves man-to-man comparison. The classic exalI\ple of this 
type is the officer's rating scale developed during the war. Its 
genera.! principle involves comparing one man with another, rather 
than merely assigning him some number or letter. Its outstanding 
feature is the construction at the outset of a master scale. This 
consists, for each trait, of a number of individuals of the same type 
as those on whom the scale is to be ultimately used. These in
dividuals are selected at the average and extremes of possession of 
the trait in question and their names written opposite appropriate 
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rating values. Then when a new man is to be rated he is actually 
compared with the men on the master scale and given a rating simi
lar to the number assigned to the man on the scale whom he most 
resembles. 

In the army scale, for instance, the rater was instructed to make 
out a list of some 12 to 25 officers of his own or lower rank with 
whom he was well acquainted and to include in the list men who 
were extremely good as well as e.W'emely poor. He then considered 
the trait of "physical qualities," such as bearing, neatness, voice, 
energy, and endurance, and, disregarding every other characteris
tic, selected the officer who surpassed all others in this respect. 
Thisofficer's name-e.g., Captain Smith-was then entered on the 
first line (cr. the typical master scale, infra) after the word "high
est." Then he selected the one who showed the greatest lack of, or 
deficiency in, the physical qualities under consideration, and listed 
him on t4e line marked" lowest" (Lieutenant Briggs). Then he 
selected a third officer, about midway between these two, entering 
his name on the line marked" middle" (Lieutenant Brown). Two 
others were then chosen, one midway between the highest and the 
middle officer, and the other midway between the lowest and the 
middle officer. Weights for the five degrees of the trait had been 
previously determined. The highest degree had a weight of 15, 
the high 12, the middle 9, as shown in the blank. This then con
stituted the master scale for physical qualities. In the same man
ner the rating officer made out a master scale of five men for 
"intelligence," having in mind only this one trait while making 
out this scale. Similar master scales were then made for rat
ing "leadership," "personal qualities," and "general value to the 
service." A typical master scale is as follows: 

RATING 8cALB roB OFFICERS 

1. Phylirol qualilia 
Physique, bearing, neatn .... , voice, energy, and endurance. 

Consider how he imp ....... his men in !.he above respects. 
High .. ~ Captain Smith ................................. 15 
High Lieutenanl Jones............................... 12 
Middle Lieutenant Brown.............................. 9 
Low Captain Doe. . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. . .. • ... .. 6 
Lo,""" Lieutenant Brigs..................... ........ 3 



RATING SCALES SS1 

n. 1 ntdligeflC/l 
Accuracy, ease in learning, ability to grasp quickly the point of 

view of commanding officer, to issue clear and intelligent orders, to 
estimate a new situatioDJ and to arrive at a sensible decision in a 
crisis. 

EGghest C:aptain ~c~g .•••.•.••••••.•.•.•••.••.••••• 15 
EGgh C:aptain Miera ................................. 12 
~iddle Lieutenant Graham............................ 9 
Low Lieutenant ·Stewart.... •• • • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . • 6 
Lowest . C:aptain Hill......................... . . . .. . .. .. 3 

m. Leadership ~ 
Initiative, force, self-reliance, decisiveness, tact, ability to inspire 

men and to command their obedience, loyalty, and cooperation. 
lfighest Lieutenant VVlUte •.••••..••••.•...•.•..•.•.••.• 15 
lfigh C:aptain <:creeD ....•••••••••••••••••.•..••••••. 12 
Middle C:aptain Patterson.............................. 9 
Low C:aptain ~c<:Crd............................... 6 
Lowest Lieutenant <:&rver............................. 3 

lV. P .... rmal qualities 
~ Industry, dependability, loyalty, readiness to shoulder responsibil

ity for his own acts, freedom from conceit and sel1ishness, readiness 
and ability to cooperate. 

EGghest Lieutenant ~iller.............................. 15 
EGgh C:.ptain Hopkins .....••••••••••• ;.............. 12 
Middle Lieutenant Ricloards............................ 9 
Low Lieutenant Hunter............................. 6 
Lowest Lieutenant Taylor....................... ••••• •• 3 

V. General value to 1M Benne. 
His professional knowledge, skill, and experience; success as an ad-

ministrator and instructor; ability to get results. 
lfigheet • C:aptain Welsh .....•.•••••••••.••••••••••••••••• 40 
High Lieutenant Donnelly •.•••••••••.•••.......•.••.• 32 
~iddle C:aptain Brooks.. . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . • . . . . . .. 24 
Low Lieutenant Parks.. • • • • • • • • • • • • . •• . • • . • . . . • . • • •• 16 
Lowest Lieutenant Sickson.. • • • • • • • • • • • •• •• • • • . . • • • • •• •• 8 

The original blank provided the rating officer lacked, of course, the 
actual names of the captains and lieutenants. He wrote them in 
himself in the process of constructing his own masw Beale. 

UBe of the master scale. Mter the officer had filled out the 
: names on the Beale in this fashion, he could then use it for rating 

subordinates. If he was to rate Lieutenant Adams, he would 
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compare him with the five men indicated on the scale for physical 
. qualities, and if, for instance, Adams seemed most'similar to Lieu

tenant Brown he would receive a rating of 9. H he were some
what inferior to Brown, but not so poor as Doe, he would berated as 
7 or 8. Adams would then be considered with reference to intelli
gence and the other traits and values assigned in exactly the same 
fashion. The total of these ratings represented his final standing 
and was used for various military purposes. Obviously a maxi
mum rating of 100 points was possible. 

Scales similar to the foregoing may be developed for any type ot 
occupation where it seems desirable. The essential feature is the 
oonstruction of a master scale, comprising Dames of workers of the 
given sort. The persons who are then to be rated are compared 
man-to-man with those on the master scale. The following is a 
typical scale for minor executives which proved useful in one or
ganization. 

RATING SCALE FOR MINOR ExECUTfVES 

L Appl!IJranco and man...... Ability to inspire confidence and respect 
through his appearance and manner. 

Highest .••••••••••••••••••••• 10 
High......................... 8 
Middle....................... 6 
Low ..••••••••••.•••••••.•••. 4 
Lowest ....................... 2 

. n. Lotukr.hip. Ability to elicit the coOperation of his colleagues ancr 
subordinates, to promote morale and to develop a loyal and e.fIi.cien~ 
organization. 

Highest ...................... 20 
High ......................... 16 
Middl ........................ 12 
Low ......................... 8 
Lowest ....................... 4 

m. Organizing ability. Ability to plan work wisely, to discriminate tho 
relative importance of its different parts and to delegate its admini ... ' 
trstion properly. 

Highest ...................... 20 
High .......................... 16 
Middle ....................... 12 
Low ......................... 8 
I.o'We8t. . ••• •.• ••• ••. •••••••.• , 
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IV. Initiative. Ability to get thing;o don •• 
Highest ...............••.•••. 15 
High ......•......•....•.....• 12 
Middle ...............•....••. 9 
Low .................••.••.•• 6 
Lowest .....•...............•. 3 

88S 

V. Ability 10 develop men, by teaching them aoout their work, arousing 
their interest in it, and stimulating their desire to progress. 

Highest ...................... 15 
High ......................... 12 
Middle ....................... 9 
Low ......................... 6 
Lowest ....................... 3 

VI. General ro/ue 10 the concern. 
Highest ...•...•.••••••••...•. 20 
High ......................... 16 
Middle ....................... 12 
Low ......................... 8 
Lowest ....................... 4 

There are several advantages in this procedure of man-to-man 
rating. In the first place, it gets away from letter grades or "per 
cents," which to many persons are variously associated with school 
grades. If the raters were requested, for instance, to assigu each 
subordinate some per cent between 0 and 100, they would be quite 
apt to think in terms of what the passing grade was in their school 
career. Some probably were accustomed to 9. passing grade of 50 
and some to a grade of 70, and this would have the effect of sliding 
the "passable" workmen appreciably up or down the scale so that 
the results of different mters would not be very comparable. In 
the second place, the master scale is a relatively permanent measur
ing device. One would not use a cotton yardstick for accurate 
physical measurements because it might shrink overnight. But 
one's notion of a "75 per cent man" or a "B grade man" may 
shrink or stretch in similar fashion depending on such causal things 
as the time of day, the digestive condition of the rater, or some 
compliment or insult that he has recently received. The master 
scale, however, should not shrink. Comparing the physical quali
ties of a group of officers with Smith, Jones, Brown, Doe, and Briggs 
(who ranged from highest to lowest) to-day and making similar 
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comparisons next week should yield comparable results. For 
while a "grouch" might lower one's opinion of the group that was 
being rated, it would also lower his opinion of Smith, Jones, Brown, 
Doe, and Briggs. The ratings would all be relative to Smith, 
Jones, etc., regardless of the mood of the rater. 

Il.ATING BY DEFINED GBOUPS 

Linear scale. Another method which is frequently used involves, 
not direct man-to-man comparison, but rating persons relative to 
the other members of a definite group. This group is used as a 
standard. The scheme is quite simiIar to that discussed in Chapter 
VI in connection with estimates by superiors used as a criterion. 
In that case, however, we were concerned merely with a single esti
mate for each individual as to his ability in the job, whereas now 
it is a matter of evaluating separate traits. (Cf. 383, 574.) A typical 
blank for such a rating scale is given at the top of the next page. 

The introductory statement is practically self-ilXpIanatory, but in 
actual prsctica1 use it is well to go over it with the persons who are 
to do the rating and insure that they understand what is required. 
The traits would, of course, be defined in detail either on the rating 
blank or on a separate sheet. Such ratings may be quantified by 
measuring the actual distance of the check marks in millimeters or 
some other convenient unit from the left edge of the left coIwnn. 
The larger number will then indicate a higher rating. 

In the form just noted a dilJerent sheet is provided for each person 
that is to be rated. One person at a time is considered. The pro
cedure may be varied by arranging it so there is one sheet for each 
trait, as follows: 

MmllI" ...... N .... 
BlOBall' ...... 

Adams ..••.....•...........•.•................•...........•••• 

Andrews .•.......••.•.....•.••••....••.•................•.....• 

Brigga ...........•.........•.•••............................•.• 
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RATING ScALII: I'OB ExEctmvEs 

Imagine all the executives of your acquaintance divided into five equal 
classes on the basis of their possession of each of the following traits, a 
highest fifth, a next highest fifth, a middle fifth, a next lowest fifth, and a 
lowest fifth. Now take the fust man whom you are going to rate and, con
sidering only his energy, compare him with these other executives. If you 
think, for instance, that he falls in the middle fifth, place a check on the line 
after "energy" in the column headed "middle fifth." If you think on the 
other hand that he is among the best 20 per cent in energy, check in the 
column at the extreme right. Furthermore, if, after you have located him 
in the proper column you consider that he stands relatively high or low 
in that particular fifth, indicate accordingly by placing your cross to the 
right or to the left. In other words, the farther to the right the cross is 
placed, the higher the degree to which the individual possesses the trait in 
question. Now take the same man and, considering him solely from the 
standpoint of initiative, compare him with the total group in that respect. 
Indicate your judgment by checking on the line for initiative in the same 
way. Proceed in the same fashion with the other traits. 

Mm»u 
Fuom 

Energy ....•.................................................. 

Initiative. . . . . . . .. ......... ......... ......... ......... . ...... . 

Leadership. • . . . . .. ......... ......... ......... ......... . ...... . 

Tact ..........................•............... : ............. . 

Organizing ability •............................................. 

In this case the rater considers one trait at a time and goes through . 
all the men with reference to that trait before considering the other 
traits at aII. This latter procedure is theoretically preferable to 
the former. There is always a danger of considering general im
pression rather than the specific trait in question. (Cf. discussion 
of the "halo" effect, infra.) In the former method when evaluat
ing the same man with reference to the ~ous traits in immediate 
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succession, there is a danger that opinion regarding initiative will 
be influenced by the rating for energy made a moment before. In 
the latter method there is less danger of this 8&'lOCiation of one trait 
with another, and the rater does not have to make such a special 
effort to abstract from other traits when considering a particular 
one. This method involves a little more preliminary clerical work 
in typing the names of persons who are to be rated. Some execu
tives, moreover, may dislike the procedure of considering one trait 
at a time for all the men, simply because it is less natural and peI'

haps more difficult. However, the satisfactory administration of 
rating scales involves, as will be brought out later, BOme training of 
the raters and it is possible in this way to revise their habits as the 
method necessitates. 

The division into five c1asses as in the above instance is not 
particularly essential. The following is another division that has 
been used. Part of the introductory statement which is similar to 
that used in the preceding case is omitted. 

Check in one of the columns running from II very high II to .. very low" 
to indicate the person's standing in the trait. Try to let the percentages 
guide you as to the number of check marks to place in each column. 

LEADERSHIP 

, Po 11 Pu 21 P.. 28 PEn 21 Po. 
c.zn. CBNT Cmft' CENT Cmn' 

VB ... au, BAD POOR ATUA.01I GooD 

AdWll& ......................... "' ...........•••...•••.....•••• 

Andrewa ..................................................... .. 

Briggo ....................................................... .. 

Assignment to classes. Some eon_ have found rating scales 
of the foregoing sort too cumbersome and difficult for practical use. 
Instead of checking in the five columns and making fine gradations 
they merely have the rater assign a number from 1 to 5 to each 
man in each trait. (282, 283.) These numbers may be defined 
somewhat as follows; A central rating of 3 means that the em-
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ployee meets reasonably satisfactorily the recognized departmental 
standarda in respect to this trait. A 2 rating means that the em~ 
ployee is deficient enough in the trait under consideration so that he 
has had to be warned, criticized, or otherwise spoken to about it. 
A rating of 1 means that the employee is so seriously deficient in , 
the trait that, if it is an important one, he is under consideration 
for transfer or dismissal. A rating of 4 means that the employee 
standa out above the general run of employees of the department in 
_pect to this trait, while a rating of 5 means that the employee 
standa out so conspicuously from even the 4 mea that he ought to 
be distinguished from them. A large bank uses a, method like this 
for periodic ratinlf of its employees, giving for each trait or charac
teristic a statement or set of questions calling attention to the 
main points and following this with the numbers 1 to 5. The ratei' 
simply rings one of these numbers. The following item is typical:' 

Consider how he applies himse1f to his work. Does he make his da.ily 
tasks his main concern? Does he give his best and continuous eliort to 
his work? Is he earnest, persistent, or easily distracted? Does he stick 
with his work tiU it is cleaned up. Does he use his time and ability to good 
advantage? Or does he tend to do as little as he can to .. get by" ? Does 
he need eonstant, occasional, or no supervision in order tQ get his work done 
on time? 

1 2 3 4 5 

The significance of the numbers is as above described. Similar 
procedure is followed for other items such as regularity of attend
ance, special knowledge or skill, tact, cooperation, ability to learn, 
responsibility, and general suitability. One scale is used for rating' 
managers, another for the higher grade clerical workers and a third 
for the machine operators. The items in the different scales of 
course overlap to quite an extent. With such a technique the ac
tual rating and also the subsequent recording of the results is 
naturally more expeditious, but fine gradations of the estimates are 
impossible. 

GRAPmc RATING SCALE 

Superiority to other methods. The two rating methoda iust 
described have certain shortcomings. The man-to-man scale proves 
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rather cumbersome. It takes considerable time and effort to make 
up the original master scales satisfactorily, and even then the actual 
process of comparing individuals with the men of the master scale 
is tedious. Unless the raters are thoroughly "sold" on the value 
of the proposition, they are not inclined to devote to it sufficient 
time and effort. Consequently, the results are unsatisfactory, for 
unless the master scale is made very carefully the rating program 
is damned from the start. 

The method of using defined groups is less cumbersome, but in 
the linear form is almost too abstract for the average person who 
uses rating scales. It is a trifle diflicult for the untrained to think 
in this fashion of the total range of a trait and to differentiate 
between the total range for "initiative," for instance, compared 
with the total range for" energy." Moreover, it is difficult to keep 
in mind the five or seven degrees of possession of a trait so that all 
persons will be judged on the same basis. U individuals are rated 
on different occasions they may unintentionally be rated according 
to a somewhat different standard. Merely assigning each individ
ual a number indicating in which of the five classes he falls is simple 
enough, but finer gradations are frequently desired. The graphio 
rating scale has been devised to obviate some of these difficulties. 
It is much less cumbersome and more e."peditious than the man-to
man scale because there is no master scale to construct. There is 
no necessity for carrying in mind standards as to total range or 
different degrees of a trait because these are all indicated by 
colorful descriptive adjectives or phrases. The rater, moreover, 

. can make as fine judgments as he wishes. 
Genera! nature of the scale. The graphic rating scale involves 

the nlUlle or definition of the trait or both followed by a straight 
line a few inches long representing the distribution of the trait from 
maximum to minimum. Instead of simply marking off arbitrary 
points on this line, as in the method of defined groups, deseriptive 
adjectives are placed along the line for tbe guidance of the rater. 
These adjectives range from those indicating a high degree of po9-

session of the trait to those indicating a low degree. The rater 
checks at some point along this line as in the former method, but is 
guided by these descriptive adjectivee. For instance, in rating a 
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person as to social attitude the line might be drawn with the follow
ing descriptive adjectives. 

Constrained 
and formal 

Slightly 
.... .-...1 

Mect!!lone 
haII-..." 

Cordi.sJ and 
informal 

Extremely bl'OO.lY 
and informal 

Construction of the graphic scale. The previous discussion of the 
selection, definition, and weighting of traits is applicable to the 
graphic scale technique. The selection of the descriptive adjec
tives or phrases, however, requires special consideration. For one 
thing care must be exercised regarding the extremes that are 
selected. Occasions arise in which one word has several opposites 
and it is necessary to determine which is to be used. The word 
"ambitious," for instance, might be opposed to "lazy" or to 
"indifferent." The phrase "good leader" might be contrasted, 
on the one hand, with "too frequent friction in his department" 
or, on the other hand, with "has to be led." In the one instance we 
are thinking of leadership especially from the standpoint of main
taining harmony and in the other from the standpoint of actually 
telling people what to do compared with being told what to do one's 
self. When extremes have been selected in this fashion, the inter
mediate phrases must then conform to the e.wemes. If, for in
stance, leadership is construed from the standpoint of harmony, 
the intermediate adjectives should deal with that general sphere, 
such as "obtains good cooperation" or "men dislike to work with 
bim." In selecting extreme terms one should, moreover, avoid 
those that are so far from the average that they will never ordinar
ily be used at all. In rating ordinary workers there would probably 
be no place for the term "inventive genius," even though some as
pect of originality was being considered. 

Effort should be made to select words that are as concrete as 
possible. Terms such as "very," "good," or "highly" should be 
avoided. It is much better to get something which connotes a 
rather definite situation. If an individual is being rated on sense of 
humor, it would convey to the rater a much more definite notion to 
say "often has to have jokes explained to him" than to say "poor 
sense of humor." , 

There is no fixed rule as to the number of descriptive adjectives 
that should be used. In general practice from three to five seem 
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satisfactory. Three terms give opportunity for two extreme 
values and one intennediate or average value, while five terms 
facilitate slightly more detailed grading. Five terms are usually 
sulficient to give the rater an adequate notion of the distribution of 
the trait. 

It is not always necessary that the adjectives be equally spaced 
along the line. In fact there are instances in which they ought to 
be unequally spaced because some adjacent pairs may actually 
des~ribe individuals who are more similar than those des~ribed by 
other adjacent pairs. For instance, a set of four phrases for rating 
leadership might be distributed something as follows: 

Iuoirina 
loader 

Handle. 
blen weD 

MeD have little Continuoo frictioQ 
confidence in him l\:'ith 8ubordinates 

In this case the two intennediate phrases are more closely related 
to the end phrase than to each other. The terms "inspiring leader" 
and .. handles men well" are both positive in character and some
what related, while the other two are similarly related being both 
somewhat negative. Hence the largest space is lert at the middle 
of the line in accordance with the actual distribution of the trait in 
question. 

It is sometimes deemed advisable in organizing the scale, if a 
considerable number of traits are to appear on a given sheet, to 
arrange them with the high extreme sometimes at the right and 
sometimes at the left. U this is not done and a person is rather 
superior in most traits, the rater is making his marks consistently 
along the right edge of the blank. Then if he comes to a trait in 
which the person is actually somewhat inferior, he is liable to con
tinue the tendency to mark toward the right or at least the impulse 
to continue will appreciably bias his judgment of the inferior trait. 
This tendency to get a general impression and rate the person ac
cordingly in most traits is the bugbear of rating technique, and this 
graphic method with all extremes at one end aids and abets this 
tendency, for the rater is inclined to make all his marks in one 
position on the blank. If the extreme values are staggered, it 
breaks up this tendency and makes him scrutinize each line a little 
more closely. 

Typical graphic scales. A rew graphic rating scales will be given 
by way of illustration. (525, 41.) 
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GJlAPB[C RATING Sc.u.B JOB E:actrnvBs, DBPAB'1'IIBN'1' BlwIe, FOBBIIBH 
.&liD SUPBRVISOBS 1 

Consider his suecess in IT 
winningconfidenreand ~ Fa_ _..... v........... __ . 
respect through his ap-
pearance and manner. 

Consider his sueress 
in doing things in new 
aDd better waY" ... d 
in 8_dapting improved 
methods to his own 
work. 

Consider his BUC<e9B 
in . . the coOp
eratio~nlT:9 his sub-
ordinates in weldin,:: 
them into a loyal ana 
efi'ective working unit. 

Consider his sueeess in 
organizing work of the 
d€'panm{'nt or unit, 
both by delegating au
thority wisely and by 
making ceruun that 
results are achieved. 

Consider his succesa 
in making his depart
ment OJ' unit a smooth 
running part of the 
who~ O~OD; 
his knowloo..e aDd ap-Ci:!:tion 01 the pr0-

of the depart
ment. 

Consider hio Bnece!ll 
in improving his sub
ordinat.. by impart
~ information. ere
sung intereat, de~ 
oping talent, and by 
arousing ambition. 

Develo .. 
_of ............ 

Efl'ec-tive 
...... ~a1 
CmIJDsta ..... 

RoutiDe --
Fnquent frie-
tioo in his de-

No< - . Diffimdt .. -olio 

N_ .. 
develop -.. 

-< 
T ffi' t 

Consider his suet'eSJ in ";;;;;'-C;;q;;;;;;;---IJ,;i;;;;;;;;;'~ioii;;;;-;;;; appl). spec~ _ Ooroo" U·;·· awol N~_ 
know~ in his par- ::;terpre&. 
tieular field, whether 
by his own knowledge 
of waYS and means or 
through his use of 
aources of information. 

1 Altar Scott ..... ~ 
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GRAPHIC RATING SCALE I'OR INvEsTtOATORS, SECRBTARIBS. SPilClAL 
WORKERS AND OrBllRS NOT CBARGI!lJ) WITH SUPERVISION 1 

Consider the ease 
. with which this em- Vvq .uporior 

ployee is .ble to learn 
new methods; the ease 
with which he followa 
directions. 

Slow to 
Iunl 

Dull 

Consider the amount 
of work he accom
plish .. ; the prompt
ness with which he 
completes it. 

UDUlUally Satialao-. Only Limited. .... Uneatiatoo. 

Consider the nea.tne!IJ 
and accuracy of hiB 
work and hi. ability 
conatantly to main .. 
tain high workman
ohip in these reepeeta. 

hi&b ou.tpu& 

Hi«hOl' 
Qualit.,y 

to..,. 
outp,,' 

Good 
.,..u ... 

Consider bis energy 
and his application to 
the duties of hi. job 
day-in and day-<>ut. 

IndllltrioUi 

Consider his success 
in going ahead with a 
task without being 
told every detail; bis 
ability to make practi
cal 8u~tions for do
ing things in new and 
better ways. 

Consider biB attitude 
of helpfulness to 
othersj his inclination 
to cooperate in man .. 
ner as well 88 in aot 
with Il8SOciates and 
BUperiOl'& 

HiJfhly 
004pcrati. ... 

Consider his present 
knowledge of hi. work CompIo .. 
and of other work re-
lated to it. 

1.&lIM Soon and Clothilr. 

WeDin-

1 .. -

a __ 
outpu& 

Medioare c...Jo. 

Spasmodio 
or indi1l'ereD.& 

Routine 
"",k .. 

tory ouft. 
po. 

Mak_1D&IlJ' 
onono 

N __ . ... , _OIl 

Dim .... ult Obstruo-
10_ ........ 



AbWly to lam&. Ease 
of IeamiD« DeW metb
ods. 

A~. Quality of _; freedom from 

errors. 

BATING senE<! 

C.t~OIl 
....." 

~be ~ V'"7....... ~ u-u,........ -
on to work witham 
auperrisiou.f 

8,-. Amount of 
wort aceomplished 

C~ 7'1tiAking. ii_;;;;:_;;;;_;;·;;:· :-:P;;;;;;;;;""';;;;"'"(c.m..;:;;:· ~_;;;;-!N;;;· ..... :;;;;:d";;";ilediW 
Ability to grasp a aali~ au ig= ~ 
situation and dra ... 
correc1i conclusions. 

The following are a few items from a graphic scale used for 
salesmen.' Particularly to be noted is the effort to deal specifically 
with what the salesman dOllll rather than with abstract qualities. 

Does he IIIrite out for 
himoolf in locating 
proopecta? 

Does he imp .... pe0-
ple as being sincere? 

Waits to be - """""'" --
{'SQally impUa 
_6-",,-

~--.. ... -
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Does he put in full 
hOW8? 

100 per cent 
attendanee aDd 
pUDCt.uality 

Commend
able, better 
than the ......... 

SatWactory Irrecu1tK Very}JOOr 
attend..... 

Does h. use ~ Acknowledged Makes an Can be de- Exceptionally judgment in han . 
blUDde.er occasional pended OD clever in complicated situ&- .nor to usc a:ood handling 

tiona? ...... aituaUOJl8 

Does he dominate an 
Agnte8 witb Ea.'"ily Usu911y Di.rcc18 Com-interview? everything a thrown euide!l con- ~D'l'ersa- ~etelY ............ oft'the Yel8aWm t.ion; ready lIlinatea ...... with a an inter-

comeback rio. 

How carefully does h. Bu·C Has loose KnoWli all Makes care- GOE1I deeply study each prospect, 
eo~ plans for thatia ful clans into every 

his needs and atti- ...... .......... "'''.:if,rJo for ig Pl'OI'Ipeet's 
tude? a. .......... all .... 

To show ·thepoesibilities of such a seale in an entirely different 
field a few items from a rating scale for teachers are given. (175.) 

Is he self-conscious or seH-passessedT 

Pain(uUy aell· 
COMCioWi and. 
iIl.t ease 

AlwaY'll wide 
awake and alift 
to pnaent aitua..... 
8eea fUDny side 
01 evorythiq: 

Frequently 
emblU'l"Ml5ed. 
or ftuatered 

SeH-eoMcioWi 
at all times 

Usually 
unmoved 
by 8.ctioDII 
or remarb 
with ",feroace 
to himeeU 

Is he alert or absent-minded? 

Fairly alert 

Does h. display a eense of humor? 

Ullua11y aeea 
the funny 
"'"'of ..... 

S10w in reo-

:1:"= 
Often has to 
have jokes 
uplaincd 
to him 

A1~yo 
at eaae; 
""'f· .-

T."' .... ..,.. 
thina litera1.17 

How popular is h. with his studenl.9 and associates? 

AroU8l!'II n"pul
lion; detClli.od 

Partial and 
prejudiced; 
lIl~raJlt 

Diali.kod AroWleS lMIutnl Liked 
attitude 

Is h. prejudiced or fair-minded? 

Opinionated; 
baa weU
dt'vp.loped 
dialik .. 

Trit'S to be fair; 
QlluaJJ.y juat 

Popullll' 
favorite 

AlwaY!' imJmrtial 
and fair-lWDded 

Scales like the foregoing have proved valuable in certain organi
.tiOns. Just as with mental tests, however, there is no guarantee 
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that they will work in the original form in all concerns. They 
should be scrutinized by members of the staJJ to determine whether 
they will probably meet the needs of the particular situation. It is 
possible that some of the traits indicated will be of little importance 
and that others should be added. The foregoing scales, however, 
are typical and the methods used in their development can be used 
in any similar project. 

Scoring the blank. . The actual score represented by each mark 
on the rating blank is its distance from the right or left edge of the 
blank. This may be measured directly with a ruler in millimeters 
or some other smaII unit. A simpler procedure is to use a celluloid 
stencil ruled into 5 or 10 vertical columns with the width between 
extremes equal to the length of the lines used in the rating 8,ale. 
Such a stencil may be placed over the blank and check marks read 
directly according to the column in which they appear. It is even 
possible in this way, if desirable, to weight the different traits while 
scoring them. If, for instance, one trait is to receive twice the 
weight of the other, the stencil for the former may comprise 10 
columns and for the latter only 5. In this way if the columns are 
numbered from left to right a check mark near the extreme right 
will receive a rating of 10 in one case and 5 in the other. On the 
other hand, the same stencil may be used for all the traits, and then 
if they are to be weighted unequally the resulting numbers simply 
multiplied by the appropriate weight. 

BELIABILITY OF RATINGS 

Conformity to normal distribution curve. In dealing with 
ratings just as in dealing with tests it is desira.ble as far as possible 
to determine their reliability and their validity. Some notion as 
to their reliability may be obtained by making a distribution curve 
of the ra.tings assigned by a given person and noting whether 
the distribution is noroia.l. (Of. p. 162.) The presumption is that 
traits of this sort are distributed in about the same fashion as are 
the various mental capacities, and hence that correct ratings of 
these traits will yield a normal distribution. The expectation is, 
for instance, that executives who are fairly capable at developing 
subordinates will predominate, while as we go toward the extremes 
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of those wbo discoumge and misinform their subordinates and those 
wloo develop men of exceptionally higb caliber tbe numbers de
crease. Hence, if the ratings made by a given person differ con
siderably from the normal type of distribution, we may suspect that 
something is tbe matter. If the curve is skewed in one direction or 
the otber witb a predominance of bigb or low ratings, it is probable 
that be is using too strict or too lenient a standard. If the curve is 
steep with very little scatter be is probably not making sufficiently 
fine distinctions between the men, and is not considering the whole 
range of the trait. If it is suspected that the rater is too strict or 
too lenient, it may be possible to have him rate a group that is 
known to be mediocre and see if he assigns them the same estreme 
values. In sucb instances as the foregoing it is we1I to confer with 
the rater and show him his tendencies. He may then after such a 
conference rerate the men and get perbaps something like a normal 
curve. It is ratber possible that by this procedure more relisble 
ratings will be obtained. 

These facts also suggest the possibility of correcting the original 
ratings statistically. The procedure discussed in Chapter VI for 
miling beterogeneous criteria comparable is applicable in this 
connection. In that case, it will be recalled, the estimates made by 
eacb foreman were converted into terms of the toW distribution of 
ratings made by that foreman. A distribution of his estimates was 
made, the standard deviation computed, and individual estimates 
were then reduced to terms of deviation from the average, divided 
by standard deviation. In the present instance, wbere the ratings 
are all on incommensurable traits and considerable unreliability is 
to be e.-.pected, there may be some doubt as to the value of such re
fined statistical procedure. A scbeme that bas sometimes been 
used consists of taking a considerable number, perbaps SO, ratings 
made by a given individual, arranging them in order from best to 
worst and calling the best 10 per cent A, the nest 20 per cent B, 
the middle 40 per cent C, the nest 20 per cent D, and the lowest 10 
per cent E. Subsequent ratings made by this individual may then 
be converted into these same letters. Thus, after all, wbether the 
rater takes a high or low standard those whom he puts relatively 
higb will receive an "A" rating indicating desiraWe possession of 
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the trait, while those receiving relatively low ratiogs will receive a 
grade of "E." An illustration of this procedure is given in Table 
XLIV. 

TABLE XLIV. COB1lECI'ION OF RATINGS 

1·0Bmuw. c...ao N...,... eo.a.c.." c...ao N ........ 

I 5 A 5 

n 10 B 10 

ill 11 

IV 6 C 20 

V 3 

VI 5 

VII 3 D 10 

VIll 2 

IX 3 
E 6 

X 2 -

An executive rated some of his subordinates on a graphic scale 
for a given trait. The results were scored with a l0-c0lumn stencil 

. in which column I was the highest degree of possession of the trait 
and column X the lowest. The distribution for 50 of these em
ployees is given in the table - 5 in class I, 10 in class II, etc. It is 
obvious that the distribution is skewed toward the upper end -
that he is rating a great many men rather high. The presumption 
is that he is too lenient and that the greatest numbers should occur 
in classes V and VI rather than in II and III. The correction was 
arbitrarily made by calling the best 10 per cent - i.e., the best 5 
men - A, the next 10 men B, the next 20 C, the next 10 D, and the 
lowest 5 E. These letters appear in the third column of the table 
opposite the appropriate numbers. This gives an approximately 
normal distribution of the grades. Henceforth men that the execu
tive rated in class I were called A; those in class II, B; those in 
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classes III, IV, and V, C; those in VI, VII, and VIII, D; while 
those in IX and X were E grade. In this way allowance was made 
for the man's leniency so that only those whom he placed in a rela
tively high position received a high rating and those who fell in the 
middle of his range, even though he classed them toward the high 
end of the scale, received an average figure. 

Agreement of raters with each other; man-to-man scale. A 
more direct approach to the reliability of rating scales may be made 
by noting the agreement of different raters with each other in esti
mating the same group of subordinates. Suoh an evaluation was 
made of the reliability of the officer's rating scale used during the 
war. (497.) A few typical results of official and experimental 
ratings will be cited. When 300 men who had been in an officer's 
training school together from two to three months made up master 
scales and rated one another there was marked disagreement in the 
standing of an army officer in the opinion of his fellow officers. The 
results for ten typical officers are given in. Table XLV. One col-

TABLE XLV. V AlIIABlLITY 0 .. RATINGS MADE BY FELLOW OFFlCEBSW1TII! 
M.ui-TO-M.ui SCALE 1 

o.ncu Lowur RATING BY hLLOW BlOBBIll' RATING BY FBr..L01r 
0""" .. 0..., .. 

A 52 80 

B 38 67 

C 66 92 

D 36 73 

E 53 'i!7 

F 48 83 

G 43 77 

H 43 71 

I 39 75 

J 32 65 
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umn gives the lowest rating each man was assigned by his fellows 
and the other column the highest rating which he was given. 
Officer A, for example, was rated as low as 52 points by one of his 
fellow officers and as high as 80 by another; B has ratings as low as 
38 and as high as 67. This indicates that there is a considerable 
chance that an officer will be located at some distance from his true 
position. 

In other groups, where the raters were given considerable training 
and discussion and then rated aJl of their fellows whom they felt 
competent to rate, the results were somewhat similar. Most of the 
individuals varied as much as thirty points in the ratings that they 
were given by the other members of the group. It was estimated 
that chances were not over four to one that any rating would be 
within fourteen points of the true rating. 

Some light was thrown on these discrepancies by a.neJyzing the 
IIllISter scales which the officers used in rating the men. It was 
found, for instance, that an officer who was placed at the top
i.e., given the value of 15 on one master scale for a particular trait 
- was frequently given a value of 12 on another IIllISter scale, some
times assigned 9, occasionaJly as low as 6, and even in a few in
stances as low as 3. The fact that different officers showed such 
discrepancies in placing men on their master scales might indicate 
one cause for the low reliability of the ratings obtained by means of 
this scale. In this study not more than fifty to sixty per cent of the 
time did the officer on the master scale have about the same value 
on other master scales in which he appeared. 

Agreement of raters with each other: graphic scale. A some
what different result has been found when the reliability of the 
graphic rating scale has been studied in this manner. (437.) 
Results are ava.ila.ble in which the same workmen were rated by 
two different foremen. The agreement between the two raters was 
computed by the usual correlation method. These coefficients for 
different pairs of foremen appear in Table XL VI. With the ex
ception of foremen A and F there is a fairly high agreement be
tween the different pairs. These two men were shown in other 
studies of their ratings to be rather inconsistent and when rating 
men on different occasions did not agree very well with themselves. 
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T AlILB XLVI. CoRRELATIONS BETWEEN RATINGS MAD" BY P AIBS o. 
FOREMEN WITH GRAPHIC SCALE 1 

Fo ....... COIlll£LATl05 

AandF .33 

HandD .78 

J andK .82 

LandM .63 

NandO .80 

NandP .75 

OandP .84 

1 After PatenoD. 

These ratings were converted into five letter grades in the manner 
above suggested for correcting ratings. All cases in which a man 
was assigned a rating by two foremen were then considered with 
reference to whether the letters assigned were identical. The 
number of cases in which this was true was reduced to a per cent 
of the total cases. Similarly the per cent of cases was found in 
which there was disagreement of one letter step, e.g., a rating of 
"A" by one foreman and of "B" by another. In like manner was 
computed the per cent of cases with disagreement of two letter 
steps, such as "B" by one foreman and "D" by the other. These 
results are shown in Table XLVII for carpenters and tool designers. 
It will be seen that there is perfect agreement in both groups in 

TABLB XLVll. p,.,. CENT OF AGREEMENT OR DISAGREEMENT BE'l'WBBN 

Two FORlWEN IN RATING MEN WITH GRAPHIC SCALE I 

C.&BPZN'rE" TooLDltUcnma 

Perfect agreement ••••................ 52 62 

Disagreement of one letter step ........ 44 34 

Disagreement of two letter steps ....... 4 4 

Disagroement of tru.e letter slA!ps ••.... 0 0 

I Arter PatenoD. 
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over half the cases. Disagreement by one step is fairly frequent, 
but there is only four per cent of each group for whom there is dis
agreement of two steps and there is no greater disagreement than 
this. These results, like those in the preooding table, indicate a 
fairly high reliability of the ratings. At least the graphic scale 
shows manifestly more reliability in this sense as far as the results 
have gone than does the man-to-man scale.. 

Agreement m rater with bimself. Another approach to the re
liability of ratings may be made by considering the agreement of 
the rater with himseH. It is possible to compare an individual's 
ratings on different occasions noting merely whether he assigns 
approximately the same average rating in each instance. This 
indicates whether he keeps about the same subjective standard. 
The results of such a study are shown in Table XLVIII. It merely 

TABLB XLVIIL AVERAGE RATlNGSAsmG!IED BY A FOIIEJ(A!f rif SuCCES
SIVE MoNTHS 1 

.......... ........ ""'" ....... ......... Ta:I:RD MoX'bl 

A 59 61 61 

B 52 51 53 

C 52 51 52 

D 46 47 49 

E 54 59 60 

F 50 68 52 

G 39 46 45 

H 46 46 65 

I 65 « 46 

1 Alter PatenoD.. 

gives the average of the ratings assigned by each foreman at dif
ferent times a month apart. It is obvious that with the first few 
foremen in the list the average tendency remains fairly constant 
through the successive months, whereas with the last few, and 
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especiaJIy with foremen H and I, the average varies considerably. 
This indicates that some of them get their ratings rather definitely 
stabilized at the outset so that their st&nd&rd changes little, whereas 
with others this is not the C&Se. This same stabilizing tendency is 
perhaps more clearly shown in Table XLIX. This table gives the 

TABLE XLIX. CORRELATIONS BETWEEN SUCCESSIVll RATINGS BY TIIB 
SAJdE FOREMAN WITH GRAPmc SCALII' 

Fo ...... 

B ...................... .. 

H ....................... . 

C ....................... . 

G ....•.. ~ ............... . 

I ....................... .. 

D ....................... . 

F ....................... .. 

E ....................... . 

A ....................... . 

Average ................. .. 

• Afw Patonon. 

.91 

.88 

.85 

.84 

.84 

.82 

.62 

.60 

.52 

.76 

.96 

.92 

.88 

.92 

.90 

.90 

.66 

.82 

.88 

.87 

corre1&tions between the first and second ratings made by a given 
fOrem&D and &Iso between his second and third ratings. The first 
few men in the list obviously are very reliable even at the outset, 
whereas tbe last few in the list are not so reliable.· These latter, 
however, improve very considerably so that there is a much higher 
agreement between their second and third ratings. The averages 
for the two columns show the general tendency for greater reliabil
ity to characterize the later ratings. This doubtless reflects the 
practice which the rater has had and substantiates the need, to be 
brought out presently, for giving raters definite training and prac- . 
tiee. 
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The foregoing discussion indicates the methods in common use 
for determining the reliability of ratings. It further indicates the 
necessity for such determination because some scales appear much 
more reliable than others at least in the situations in which they 
have been used. Moreover some raters are more reliable than 
others. In any rating project effort should be made as soon as feas
ible to get some notion as to the reliability of the ratings given, for 
otherwise one may unwittingly be employing a rubber yardstick. 

VALIDITY OF RATINGS 

The validity of a-rating is as important as its reliability, but it is 
usually more difficult to determine. As previously stated, validity 
means the extent to which a measure correlates with a criterion. 
In many instances the criterion itself is a rating of some sort so that 
correlation is impossible. It is often difficult to get a production 
criterion and this is particularly true of many occupations of an 
executive nature in which rating scales are especially used. There 
have been, however, a few studies of the validity of rating scales 
which may be cited by way of illustration. 

Army rating scale. One of the items in the officer's rating scale 
used in the army was intelligence. Many of the officers who were 
rated for this trait also took the army intelligence test. It was then 
possible to compare the intelligence of a group of men as estimated 
by the scale with their intelligence as measured by the test. (497.) 
A typical group of officers was divided into five classes on the basis 
of rated intelligence and their ratings simply noted by a number 
from 1 to 5. They were likewise divided into five classes on the 
basis of measured intelligence. The lowest group in measured in
telligence had an average rating of 2.8, the next lowest 3.1, the 
middle 3.4, the next highest 3.1, and the highest 4.2. There is some 
indication that those of higher actual intelligence as measured by 
the test are placed higher in the rating scale. This is clear with the 
extreme groups. The next lowest and the next highest in the test, 
however, have both the same a.verage ratings, while the middle 
group is slightly superior to ~ither of them. 

When individual intelligence scores and ratings were correlated in 
fifteen different groups of officers the correlation coefficients a.veraged 
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less thAn .05. The officers making these ratings had had little ex
perience and training. Mter they had received some funher in
struction in the technique, the correlations for nine different groups 
were .08, .08, .09, .11, .14, .15, .20, .21, and .23 with an average of 
.15. The training apparently produced a slight improvement, but 
Dot a very marked one. 

lf, however, the ratings made by several officers on the same man 
were pooled to get an average rating for that man and these average 
ratings in intelligence were then correlated with measured intelli
gence, the coefficients for three different groups were .48, .51, and 
.36. The pooled judgments are manifestly more valid than the 
individual judgments. The conclusion was drawn that "the 
averaging of three or four judgments would locate a person in his 
proper fifth of the scale." 

It was not possible with the other items on the officer's rating 
scale to determine validity in this way becaUse a criterion was not 
available. The general conclusion was drawn, however, that to 
be satisfactory a rating with such a scale should be the average of 
at least three independent ratings. In many other situations it has 
been found that a pooled judgment is much better than an indi
vidual one and this has been shown to be particularly true of man
to-man scales such cs that just cited. 

Ratings of salesmen. With the rating scale for salesmen men
tioned above some of the items were validated by comparison with 
annual earnings. With the first item given in the above illustra
tion, of those who were rated as having an "exceptional nose for 
prospects," 16 were very good salesmen - i.e., earning over 55000; 
10 were good, earning $2000 to $4000; 4 were mediocre ($1000 to 
$2000), and none poor. On the other hand, with those rated at the 
other end of the scale as having to "wait to be directed," the num
bers in theso same four salary groups were respectively 0, 2, 7, and 
8. With another item dealing with how well the salesman studies 
his prospect (the last item in the above illustration), of those who 
were rated in the best 30 per cent on the scale 91 per cent were 
classed in the successful group, whereali only 57 per cent of the en
tire group were so classed. 

A concern using rating scales should strive, where it is possible, 
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to make some determination of their validity. Where production 
or !I8lary or some fairly objective criterion is available, this can 
readily be done. In some cases more indirect criteria are ava.il
able, I such as membership in technical or other organizations, hold
ing office therein or being listed in Who's Who. It is a.lso possible 
to follow up the individua.ls after a period and compare their later 
success with their earlier ratings. Unfortunately, in many in
stances it is necessary to be content, for a time at least, with a 
study of the reliability of ratings with no consideration of the 
validity. J 

SOURCES. OF ERROR IN BATING PROCEDURE 

We have seen that rating scales often have considerable unrelia.
bility and it is in point to consider some of the sources of error in 
this procedure with a view to obviating or mitigating them where 
possible. We have alrea.dy mentioned the locus of considerable 
error in the man-to-man scale, namely; in the construction of the 
master scale, and the need of training and especial care in the con
struction of this master scale was pointed out. There are, however, 
other factors that may introduce errors into any Qf the rating pro
cedures discussed above. 

Comparative reliability of the estimates of different traits is one 
of the factors that must be considered. It has been found that some 
traits are more difficult to estimate than are others. The results 
of two studies bring out the differences rather well. (246, 79.) 
In one instance twelve judges and in another five judges rated a 
group of individuals with reference to a considerable number of 
traits. The variability of the judges or their disagreement with 
one another was computed for each trait. The results are shown in 
Table L. Group I was rated by the twelve judges and Group II by 
the five judges. To make the two studies more comparable, the 
average disagreement of the judges on a given trait is taken as 100. 
Figures smaller than this indicate closer agreement and figures 
larger than this indicate greater disagreement, than average. The 
traits in the table are arranged roughly in order of closeness of agree
ment. If we consider the average column the traits may be grouped 

I. Cf. the discussiOD. of miscellaneous criteria. in Chapter VI. 
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T AlILI!I L. AOIlEEMl<NT OF JUDGES IN ESTDlATnio V A!IlOUS TRAm! 1 

T1W7 GROUP I GaoOPfi A ....... c........., ..... 

Efficiency . ............. 75 92 83 
OrigiDality ............. 95 77 86 
Perse~ce ........... 75 101 88 Cl_agree-
Quickn ...... · ........... 90 88 89 ment. 
Judgment. ............. 100 78 89 Average 88 
Clearness .............. 104 75 90 
Energy ••.............. 75 109 91 
WilL ••••.............. 85 98 91 

Mental balance ......... 110 81 96 
Breadth ............... 100 92 96 
~p ............. 90 103 96 
Intensity .............. 85 113 99 Fair agree-
Reasonableness . ........ 115 86 100 mont. 
Iudependen ............ 104 98 101 Average 100 
lUlfinement .••.•....... 90 116 103 
Physical health ......... 115 92 103 
Emotions .............. 120 91 105 

Courage ............... 100 119 109 
Unselfishness .. ......... 115 106 110 
Integrity .........•.... 104 130 117 Pooragree-
CoOperativeness ........ 125 113 119 ment. 
(;h~uIness •.......... 130 112 121 Average 117 
Kindlin ................ 120 125 123 

I From HoUincworth'.JvtlPttI H_C'.\arocW, bJ'p8l'IIlIaQIloi D.AppletoDaDdCompaay. 
New York. 

into the three classes indicated showing close, fair, and poor agree
ment. It is now interesting to analyze the traits especially in the 
two extreme classes and note any general differences. The most 
noticeable thing is that the "close-agreement" traits are somewhat 
more objective in character than are the "poor-agreement" 
traits. By "objective" is meant that they tend to yield some ob
jective results or products such as inventions, books, positions, 
salary, bank account, property owned, and the like. A man's 
efficiency or originality or pelSever&nCfl is apt to yield objective 
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products to a greater extent than is his integrity; cooperativeness, 
or kindliness. The latter traits manifest themselves more in a 
social situation, and after they have been manifested there is 
nothing objective to show for it. The objective traits likewise 
more often involve reacting to things rather than to persons. 

In another more exhaustive study of personality terms, espe
cially those used in recommendations, somewhat similar results were 
found. (264.) Eighty terms are studied and c1assified according 
to the agreement between raters who used them. Somewhat the 
same trend is manifest. The alphabetical list of those on which 
there is greatsst agreement in rating men begins with "ability, 
adaptable, breadth, dependable, diligent, expresses self well, hard
working, industrious," while the list on which there is least agree
ment begins with" alert, ambitious, cooperative, bright, character 
(strong), charming, cheerful, dignity." The traits in the former 
list are obviously more objective in the above-mentioned sense. 
Selecting the ten most objective traits, as far as could be judged, 
the average index of disagreement (per cent of "maximum random 
disagreement ") was .55, whereas with the less objective traits it 
averaged about .70. This was with men rating men. With women 
rating women, on the other hand, the difference is negligible. This 
brings out the necessity in this whole procedure of evaluating rating 
scales, of taking account of sex differences. 

In this same study the traits were evaluated according to the clas
sification given at the outset of this chapter (p. 323). With men 
rating men the closest agreement was found for the c1assification 
"efficiency of performance" and the least agreement for "social 
attitude toward others." With women rating women both these 
classes had something like the average amount of agreement and 
the closest agreement was manifested for "general intellectual" 
and the least agreement for "special intellectual." Here again 
the sex difference is manifest. ' 

The clearest point brought out in these studies is that, at least 
with men judging men, the more objective traits yield more reliable 
ratings. This notion of the objectivity of traits is then of impor
tance in the construction and use of rating scales. It substantiates 
the point made'earlier that the traits should be defined in objective 
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terms as far as possible. It further indicates the desirability of 
selecting for the Bcale traits that have this more objective character. 
This selection will tend to increase the value of the whole procedure 
because iSUch traits seem to have greater intrinsic reliability. 

"Halo effect." Another source of error that is very common in 
rating procedure has been called the" halo effect." (592.) This is 
the tendency to allow the general impression of the individual to 
color very markedly the evaluation of specific traits. If a man 
impresses us favorably either in a general way or by virtue of some 
particular aspect of personality, or perhaps by some happy incident 
in our contact with him on the golf links, we are prone to invest his 
personality with a halo which sheds a luster upon his various traits 
and leads us to overestimate the desirable and to underestimate the 
undesirable in his personality. Conversely, if our general impres
sion is unfavorable, this is inclined to lead to underestimation of 
many of his desirable traits and vice versa. The conventional halo 
is of a favorable nature. The present one works both ways. If 
one is estimating an individual's height he is little influenced by 
prejudice or by general impression of that individual in other 
respects, but if it is a question of tact or industry or cooperative
ness there is considerable danger of this error. For instance, a esse 
is cited (497) of an army captain who was selected by twenty other 
officers for the low man on their master scale in such things as 
pbysical traits, intelligence, and leadership. As a matter of fact 
this man made the highest score on the intelligence test of any man 
in the unit and had previously held a Rhodes scholarship. Con
ferenee brought out the fact that he had an unpleasant personality 
and was hard to get along with. Consequently he was rated low in 
intelligence and physical qualities, although these had, of course, 
little relation to his particular personality tendency. 

o In another instance a group of officers carefully rated a large 
number of aviation cadets on the standard officer's rating Bcale. 
Correlations were computed to determine whether a cadet who was 
given a high rating, for instance, in intelligence was similarly rated 
in physical qualities and vice versa. If these correlations were large, 
it would indicate some presence of the halo - i.e., that the officer 
in rating one trait was considerably infIueneed by some general 
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impression of the cadet. As a matter of fact the following correla
tions were found: intelligence and physical characteristics .51, 
intelligence and leadership .58, intelligence and personal qualities 
.64. These are higher correlations than one would expect the ac
tual theoretical relation between the traits to yield. Experimental 
studies of intelligence in comparison with various measures of 
physical qualities, such as stature, strength, and agility, have shown 
the relation to be slight. It is evident that the officers in making 
their ratings fell into this common error of the halo. 

This is the same tendency noted earlier (p. 36), where it was 
found that in estimating traits from photographs high correlations 
existed between such traits as humor, perseverance, kindliness, 
courage, and intelligence. A person who looked as if he possessed a 
high degree of one of these looked as if he possessed a high degree of 
the others. 

A determination of the magnitude of the halo effect was made 
with the results of two teachers who had rated the same group of 
pupils in seven traits. (574.) For each pupil there was computed 
a composite rating of the seven traits - one composite rating for 
each teacher. These composites indicated, as it were, the teacher's 
general impression of the pupil, and the more closely any given 
trait correlated with the composite, the greater was the effect upon 
that trait of the halo of general impression. The ratings on a given 
trait made by the two teachers were then correlated to determine, 
for instance, how well they agreed in estimating honesty. Then, by 
the technique of partial correlation (cf. Chapter IX), this same 
correlation was determined with the effect of the two composite 
ratings constant. The extent to which this partial correlation was 
lower than the original correlation showed how much the halo had 
raised the intrinsic relation between the ratings of the two teachers. 
These two sets of correlations are shown in Table LI. For instance, 
the two teachers apparently correlated to the extent of .47, in esti
mating honesty, but the intrinsic relation between their ratings, 
abstracting from general impression, was only .19, representing a 
difference of .28. Similarly, with all of the other traits except 
cleanliness the partial correlation is lower than the original. The 
average of all the partial coefficients is .25 lower than the average of 
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TABLB LI. MAONITUDB 01' lLu.o EFl'ECT IN COBBELATIONB BElWEEN 
RATINGS Bj Two TEACHERS 1 

OarOINAL CoRREt.ATIO:!f WTl'B 
,...." 

Collll&Ll.TIOl't' 
GENERAL luna- DII7'DI:!'fCB 
810." ELUa..'f"'TED 

Honesty ................. .47 .19 .28 

Obedience ................ .39 -.04 .43 

Courtesy ................. .41 .11 .30 

Orderliness ............... .19 .10 .09 

Cleanliness .. ............. .47 .55 -.OS 

Sportsmanship .. .......... .30 .00 .36 

Promptness .............. .45 .09 .36 

Average ................. .25 

the original and this indicates roughly the ms.gnitude of the halo 
effect in this particular situation. 

The method adopted in many rating scales of dealing with one 
trait at a time is designed among other things to obviate this halo 
effect. It aids the rater in abstracting from the other traits while 
evaluating a given one. H he rates a man in all of the traits in 
immediate succession, the effect of one is quite apt to inlIuence 
another and the general impression to inlIuence them all. H he 
rates all the men on a single trait before considering the next trait, 
he tends to take an attitude of comparing the men with one another 
in one respect rather than considering the same man simultaneously 
in all respects. Even then, however, this halo effect is often preeent. 
The effort to define the traits under consideration more carefully 
and to define them in objective terms will aid in directing the at
tention of the rater to the specific trait under consideration and 
away from general impression. In training raters particular stress 
must be laid on this halo error, for at best it is one of the most in
sidious difficulties in the rating scale technique. 

Length of acquaintance. Another factor to be considered in 
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ratings is the length of acquaintance. Obviously, if a superior has 
known a subordinate only a few daySJte can give only a rather poor 
acoount of his various traits. On the other hand, it must not be 
assumed that the longer the acquaintance the better; because a 
number of factors enter after long acquaintance to introduce error 
in the resnlts. A study that bears directly on this point was made 
with ratings of over 1000 public school teachers. There is every 
reason to suppose that the same factors involved here wonld apply 
equally to executives rating their subordinates. (296.) The most 
obvious tendency was to overrate persons who had been known 
longer. In" general efficiency," of those known \ess than one year 
only 10 per cent were rated excellent, of those known from one to 
seven years 41 per cent were rated as excellent, and of those known 
from 8 to 25 years 68 per cent were excellent. One possible expl .... 
nation is, of course, that those who had been known many years 
sctually had been teaching many years and had improved in effi
ciency as a result. However, other studies have shown that skill in 
teaching does not improve with experience to anything like the 
extent required to explain these resnlts. Moreover, when the 
teachers are rated as to .. physical efficiency" very much the same 
trend is found, and it is scarcely plausible that physical efficiency 
should improve in this fashion with age when dealing with adults. 

The resnlts can be explained satisfactorily as a result of the ac
quaintance factor. A supervisor would dislike to concede that the' 
persons under him had not improved under his supervision and if 
he rated them on a par with the more recent ones this would be 
tantamount to such a concession. Again one is apt unconsciously 
to identify himself with the older subordinates because they are 
more similar to him in age and this will resnlt in more favorable 
consideration for them. His own interests are apt to bias him in 
such identification. One supervisor who had previously heen an 
athletic director gave as a reason for selecting a certain man as his 
best teacher the fact that he was a .. he-man." Another supervisor 
who was a vigorous Sunday-School teacher selected a certain 
woman as her first choice because" she holds up high ideals before 
her pupils." Finally, with older subordinates, one gets adapted to 
them and to some of their weak points. Various mannerisms and 
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personality defects cease to attract attention SO that ratings after 
long acquaintance are liable to be too high. 

While these results were obtained in rating school teachers, the 
same reasoning would apply to executives or others rating their 
subordinates. The hesitation to concede that older employees had 
not profited by training under one, unconscious identification of the 
older with one's self, and adaptation to their weak points would 
operate in industry to introduce a similar error in ratings. It 
appears that knowing the subordinate too long decreases the criti
caJ. value of judgments regarding him. 

A somewhat similar situation was found in another instance when 
considering, not length of acquaintance, but degree of friendship. 
A group of persons rated one another in a number of traits and also 
as to their degree of friendship with the rater. (533.) It developed 
that there was a tendency to overestimate the good traits of one's 
friends. Those which were overestimated in this way were quick
ness, proficiency, memory, persistence, adaptability, leadership, 
and scholarship. In addition to the query, .. How long have you 
known the applicant?" it would be well to add, .. How well do you 
know the applicant?" 

TRAINING RATERS 

One of the most important aspects of the rating scale procedure 
is the training of the persons who are to do the rating, whatever 
particular form of scale is to be used. In this preliminary training 
there are a number of points that should be particularly stressed 
and effort should be made to impress them upon prospective 
raters. 

Attitude. One of these is the attitude with which the rater ap
proaches his task. This should be objective and impartial. He 
must rate his friends on the same basis as other subordinates with 
whom he has only business contact. One has merely to listen to 
two women discussing the merits of their children to appreciate the 
danger of taking a partial attitude in making estimates. No effort 
should be made to cover up a person's weak points for if they are 
brought to light proper adjustments are often possible. Conscious 
prejudice sometimes is involved, but of more frequent occurrence is 
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some unintentional bias due to especisl affability of the person rated 
or to some single incident of favorable or unfavorable character. 
!tis a trifle difficult to give a poor ratiog to a man who is the "life of 
the party" or to give a high rating to one who hIlS insulted yOu. 
It is important to teach the rater to abstract from all such things, to 
hold the individual, lIS it were, at arm's length and estimate him 
objectively and impartially. 

Basis for rating. Consideration must also be given to the basis 
on which the rater is to make his judgments. It is advisable for 
him to base his estimate on actual rather than expected perform
anee. The latter sort of estimate becomes more subjective and 
involves not only the rater's ability to estimate traits lIS he can 
judge from what he observes, but also his ability to infer therefrom 
how the person will behave at some future time. This is mani
festly more precarious. Moreover, he must have under considera
tion only the present group of employees if he is ratiog th~ with 
reference to one another. Messengers obviously should not be 
compared with typists. The ratiogs should be made with reference 
to the particular kind of work that is involved or the special indus
tria1 situation under consideration. Initiativein golf and in the cost 
department may be entirely different things. A man may be 
energetic in collecting stamps, but lazy in figuring time slip... Pa
tience in watching a cut with a machine tool does not necessarily 
reflect patience with one's family and vice versa. The rater should 
then be taught to consider the traits of the man on the job rather 
than the man at home or elsewhere. 

Standards. The rater obviously has to judge according to some 
standard, whatever the particular technique used. As previously 
mentioned, some may adopt a standard that is too lenient and 
others one that is too severe. This may usually be ascertained 
from a distribution curve of the ratiogs made by a given man. If 
he places most people too high or too low this should be pointed out 
to him in conference and he should be required to justify certain 
cases if he still maintains that his estimate is correct. He should be 
told at the outset that the persons below and above average are 
usually fewer in number than are average persons because they 
constitute exceptions to the general rule. Frequently when a 
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rater's tendency to overrate or underrate is pointed out to him he 
will revise his ratings and henceforth use a more normal stand
ard. 

Once a standard has been adopted by a rater he should make 
every effort to maintain it constantly throughout the procedure. 
There is danger of relaxing or otherwise changing the standard in 
the course of time. The man-to-man scale was devised in the light 
of tltis very fact. With other types of sca.Ie it is possible to main
t.a.in the same standard throughout after adequate training and 
practice. It is often well to recur occasiona.Ily to some of the rat
ings made a little earlier and see if they still seem correct. If they 
do this will indicate that the same subjective standard is still being 
maintained. 

Effort should be made as described earlier to distribute the 
ratings over a normal range rather than to bunch them. Some 
raters are afraid of making invidious distinctions and as a result 
give a.J.ID.ost the same ratings to every one. They should of course 
have this ca.Iled to their attention and be taught to distribute their 
ratings more widely. Another common tendency is to use greate) 
care in making distinctions at the lower end of the scale than at the 
upper. Some raters will bestow the better estimates rather indis
criminately, although they take plenty of pains with the poorer 
ones. The fine distinctions are often juat as important vocationa.Ily 
at the upper end for determining promotional material as at the 
lower end for detecting misfits, and the rater should learn to govern 
himself accordingly. 

Process of rating. The essential aspects of the actual process of 
rating have already been brought out, but the rater should be 
watched to insure that he forms the habit of observing them. 
The ratings muat be made independently. It is tempting to ts.lk 
them over with others who are making similar ratings. If a col
league glances at one's ratings and makes some casual remark, one 
is tempted to reconsider and perhaps to make some compromise. 
If the colleague is to be involved the proper thing is for him to make 
similar ratings independently and then to compare the results 
statistically. It has been shown in varioua connections that greater 
validity is obtained by averaging independent estimates than by 



RATING SCALES 865 

having the judges sit together as a committee and make a joint 
estimate. 

The other aspect of the process of rating that is essential to the 
success of most scales is judging one trait at a time. It is tempting 
for the rater to take one individual and consider him throughout. 
This process is often the more expeditious. He should be shown, 
however, the danger of the halo effect and convinced of the ~esir
ability of employing the other method. 

Sufficient time. It is especially essential in training raters to 
convince them of the necessity of taking plenty of time. A busy 
executive who is accustomed to make quick decisions regarding 
matters of routine often finds it difficult or unpleasant to slow down 
and give the careful consideration to particular traits that is 
necessary. Consequently he must be "sold" on the value of the 
whole procedure so that, whatever the amount of time necessary 
for rating and rerating, he will be willing to devote that amount of 
time to the project. 

Conference. Finally to safeguard the whole procedure frequent 
conferences should be held between the one in charge of the project 
and the persons making the ratings. It is insufficient to give the 
raters some printed directions and blanks and turn them loose. 
After they have had an opportunity to study the manual of direc
tions it is a good plan to have a conference of all of the men and.taIk 
it over. Any difficulties that have occurred to them can be clari
fied on the spot. Many of the things mentioned above in this sec
tion can be explained to them and emphasized although subsequent 
repetition will of course be necessary. After this each one may well 
be asked to make out a sample set of ratings. These can then be 
reviewed carefully and criticized in the light of the foregoing con
siderations. Ratings by different men may also to advantsge be 
compared to find those who agree and those whose ratings seem 
typical. When any shortcomings of a man's ratings appear his 
attention may be called to the fact. He can then rerate the same 
group or make other new ratings to see if he can profit by his pre
vious mistakes. His second series of ratings may be similarly 
criticized and analyzed and perhaps compared with the first set and 
this procedure repeated as often as necessary. In a large banking 
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organization each rater has his ratings reviewed in pe1'5Onal con
ference three successive times and this procedure is repeated twice a 
year if necessary. (282.) 

This training of the rater tends to make his results more reliable. 
This has been shown statistically, as for instance in experiments 
with the officer's rating scale where a group of officers after training 
provided better estimates of intelligence than they did before in
struction. As previously mentioned the combined results of several 
raters are usually better than the results of one. A minimum of 
three independent ratings has been recommended as a res:dt of 
statistical studies. H then the rating scale has been properly con
structed, if the raters have received adequate training and if at 
least three raters make their estimates independently and the 
results are pooled the results will be found of value in many prac
tical situations. 

BUMMABY 

Rating scales are necessary in evaluating various traits that are 
of vocational significance but that cannot be measured objectively. 
They are used by interviewers, by previous employers or acquaint
ances, with a view to initial employment and by executives and 
foremen with a view to promotion or transfer. They afford a more 
uniform method of expressing opinion regarding prospective or 
present employees as they deal less with general impression or 
prejudice and more with specific traits. They educate the rater in 
leading him to make closer observations of his subordinstes and in 
keeping the notion of personality before him and they educate the 
employee who is rated in observing himself more critically. They 
often afford a valuable check on the progress of employees and if 
ratings are on file they afford data to meet emergencies such as 
could not be obtained in systematic and reliable form on short 
notice. 

In selecting the traits to embody in a rating scale for a particular 
situation it is desirable to eliminate those that are merely present or 
absent and not present in varying degrees. The best traits may be 
determined by circulating a questionnaire to pe1'5Ons familiar with 
the occupation asking them to indicate those which they consider 
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most important. The most frequently indicated traits may then 
be included in the scale. A better procedure is to determine the 
traits in an interview or conference where ambiguities in termi
nology can be cleared up. 

The next step is to weight the traits according to their relative 
importance. The frequency with which a trait is mentioned in the 
questionnaire or interview gives some notion as to its importance. 
The fina1 list may be re-submitted to the executives with the re
quest that they distribute a certain number of points among the 
traits and the average value assigned any trait may be taken as its 
approximate weight. In some cases the more reliable traits have 
been assigned greater weights not because the estimates are more 
closely related to the criterion but because they are truer indica
tions of the trait under consideration. The weighting may be 
actually incorporated in the rating blank or the traits may be all 
rated on the same basis and the weighting done subsequently. 

It is necessary to define the traits in order to prevent the rater 
from putting his individual interpretation on a term. It is better 
to define in objective rather than in subjective terms because ob
jective estimates have greater relisbility than subjective. It is 
also desirable to make the definitions with reference to the particu
lar situation in which the scale is to be used. 

The man-to-man rating method involves the construction of a 
master scale for each trait. This consists of the names of individ
uals who possess the trait in question to various degrees. Their 
names are written on the blank opposite appropriate rating values 
that have been previously determined. In rating persons they 
are compared man-to-man with the individuals on the master scale 
and given a rating similar to the number assigned the man on the 
scale whom they most resemble. The typical instance of the man
to-man scale is the officer's scale used during the war. The method, 
however, has been adapted to rating various other occupational 
groups such as executives. 

Another method involves rating the individual relative to other 
members of a defined group. The rater may be required to imagine 
all the persons he knows engaged in the occupation in question 
divided into five classes of equal ability and then locate the given 
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individual with reference to these five classes. The blank may be 
presented in the form of a linear scale with the groupe indicated by 
columns so that the rater can judge as finely as he wishes. A 
cruaer scheme involves merely assigning each individual a particu
lar number from 1 to 5, these numbers having been previously de
fined. 

The graphic rating scale involves the name and definition of a 
trait followed by a line along which the rater checks at some point. 
He is guided by descriptive adjectives or phrases distributed along 
the line ranging from low degree of the trait to high degree. Care 
must be exercised in the selection of these adjectives or phrases 80 

as to insure that the extreme ones are actually opposite and that the 
intermediate ones conform to the extremes. They should be spaced 
in accordance with the actual distribution of the trait and should 
perhape be staggered with the high degree sometimes at the right 
and sometimes at the left, lest the rater drop into the error of mak
ing a\l his marks in about the same position. Graphic scales have 
been devised for many occupations such as executives, secretaries, 
clerical workers, and salesmen. The ratings can be quantified by 
measuring the distance of the check mark from one edge or by the 
use of a stencil ruled in columns. 

The reliability of a rating scale ought to be investigated before it 
is put into any very general use. Same notion of its reliability may 
be obtained by determining whether the ratings made by a person 
conform roughly to a normal distribution curve. If the curve is 
skewed toward the high or low end, or is very steep and narrow, it 
indicates that the rater is setting too strict or too lenient a standard 
or that he is failing to consider the whole range of the trait. It is 
often necessary to correct the original ratings in the light of this 
fact and to consider as high only those rated relatively high and 
vU!e .... sa. fuiliability may be further studied by noting the agree
ment of raters with each other. With the army scale there was a 
rather sma1l agreement of diJlerent officers in rating the same men. 
These discrepanci ... appeared to a considerable e:<tent to be due to 
the construction of the master scales. With the graphic scale more 
encouraging results have been found. Different foremen rating the 
same subordinates agreed rather closely in most instances. A 
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further indication of reliability is given by comparing successive 
ratings by the same man. His average ratings on successive occa
sions will show whether he is maintaining approximately the same 
etandard. With the graphic sca.Ie rather high correlations were 
found between foremen's first and second ratings of the same men 
and higher correlations stiII between their second and third ...... tings. 

The validity of ratings should be ascertained where possible, but 
often nO criterion is available whereby to detennine this validity. 
Estimates of intelligence in the anny scale showed some relation to 
intelligence as measured by a test, especially if the ratings by three 
or more judges were averaged. Some items in a graphic rating scale 
for salesmen made some differentiation between those in different 
salary groups. 

Certain SO\Il'OOSof error in rating procedure may be noted. Traits 
that are subjective in character have appreciably less reliability 
than those that are more objective and that yield some products by 
which they may be judged. The halo effect is a particularly insidi
ous source of error. This is the tendency to get a general impres
sion of the individual and to rate him accordingly in all traits 
rather than to discriminate the separate traits. It can be shown in 
many instances that estimates of different traits intercorrelate 
more highly than they ought to. The length of acquaintance with 
the person who is rated is of interest. H it has been long the rater 
is apt to give too favorable an estimate due to unconscious identifi
cation of the older subordinstes with himself, hesitation to concede 
that his long infiuence has not improved them and adaptation to 
their weak points. 

Finally, the raters ought to receive systematic training. They 
must be taught to take an impersonsl, impartial attitude; to rate 
the subordinate on actual rather than on expected performance and 
on performance in the special industrial situation under considera
tion. They must adopt a normal rather than an extreme standard 
as a basis for judgment and must then maintain it throughout. 
The actual process of rating should hf carried through independ
ently and one trait at a time should preferably be considered for 
the en:;:'" group. The rater must be convinced of the importance 
of devoting ample time to the project. To safeguard the whole 
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procedure, frequent conferences should be held to review the ratings 
with those who made them and to discuss any errors thst are mani. 
fest. 

When the rating scale has been properly made and at least three 
trained raters make independent judgments of a group of individ
uals the combined results will be of some value in the practical 
situation. 



CHAPTER XIII 
MISCELLANEOUS DETERMINANTS OF VOCATIONAL 

APTITUDE 

VALUE I 

EMPLOYMENT psychologists have devoted most of their efforts to 
the use of mental tests of one sort or another for the prediction 
of vocational aptitude. This is due considerahly to the fact that 
the tests are ohjective and yield results that do not depend on the 
judgment of the applicant or of persons familiar with him. The 
tests, moreover, are quantitative and usually yield a wide range of 
scores. All these things contribute to the reliability and validity of 
the results. 

Supplement tests. Granted that test procedure is generally 
superior to less quantitative or objective methods, there is neverthe
less the possibility that these latter may be valuable ... a supple
ment to the tests or even in lieu of them in instances where tests are 
not feasible. With referenoe to the former possibility we have pre
viously seen that, in deriving a regression equation for predicting 
vocational aptitude, the more variables evaluated, the greater the 
chanoe of finding a group which, if properly weighted, will give 
a high correlation with the eriterion. With the average marksman 
a shotgun is more effective than a rifle. So with a group of tests 
or other measurements none of which can give a perfect vocational 
prediction, the more that are tried, the greater the chance of find
ing some that are valuable for the purpose at hand. In the dis· 
cussion of weighting a group of vocational tests, it w ... suggested 
that it is advissble to try out a rather wide range of tests and 
select for further careful study those which have high correlations 
with the criterion and low correlations with each other. It often 
develops in an employment research that most of the tests used 
intercorrelate rather highly. Hence there is the possibility of 
turning to other variables besides tests - e.g., such thing!! ... items 
of personal history - which may perhaps show some correlation 
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with the criterion and likewise a low correlation with the tests. 
H the correlations with the criterion are sufficiently large and those 
with the tests sufficiently small, the addition of these variables will 
then increase appreciably the validity of the whole procedure of 
prediction. At any rate, it has seemed worth while in many 
instsnces to determine whether there are any additional variables 
of this sort available and to evaluate them at least in a rough 
statistieal fashion with a view to further refinement of treatment, 
providing they are promising. It is quite possible that tests plus 
certain miscellaneous factors will give better prediction of occup .... 
tional aptitude than will tests alone. 

In lieu of testa. There are employment situstions in which it is 
not feasible to embark on a scientific testing program with a ,-jew to 
developing employment technique. Perhaps the concern cannot 
afford, at the time, the necessary outlay or it is inadvisable to take 
the employees away from their work long enough to test them. Pel'
haps the present number of workers is too small for ststistical pill'
poses, but records of a biographical nature and production figures 
are available for a larger number of former employees. In such 
instsnces some of these miscellaneous factors may be used in lieu of 
tests and prove better than nothing. Moreover, there are various 
methods ordinarily in unsystematic use, such as letters of applica
tion, recommendations, and interviews, which can be systematized 
to advantage or can be evaluated ststistically to determine whether 
they are actually worth using at all. The following factors will be 
discussed in the present chapter: academic record, initial success in 
vocation, personal history blank, letter of application, recommen
dations, and the interview. 

A.CADEMIC RECORD 

It is often a simple matter for the employer to obtain a tran
seript of the applicant's academic. record in school or other educa
tional institution. Many application blanks call for the grade 
finished in school. But while this may give a rough indication of 
educational attainment, it is doubtless better to obtain school 
marks or something analogous. Where the situation warrants, it 
is often possible to write to the institution which the applicant at-
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tended and obtain information regarding his educational career. 
This practice is especially common in the case of persons who have 
attended technical institutions and apply for positions 8.Iong the 
technical lines pursued. 

School progress a selective procedure. There are a priori 
grounds for believing that school progress should give some such 
indication of subsequent su"""",," The school itself has probably 
exereised a certain amount of selection among its pupils. There 
are some individuals who are able to meet the normal educational 
demands and progress at the ordinary rate. Some, however, are 
unable to meet those demands and fall behind or perhaps drop out 
rather early in their educational career. Others, on the contrary, 
may be able to progress more rapidly because of their superior 
capacity. Thus indirectly the rate of progress in school, especially 
with reference to advancement or retardation, gives some indication 
of capacity to meet the problems and demands of the school situa
tion. Similar principles apply to the actual grades or marks re
ceived in school. These should in the long run reflect the student's 
actual accomplishment and this in turn give some indication of his 
ability. These suggestions must be qualified in the light of the 
fact that students do not always use the ability which they possess 
and hence their grades may be an unreliable indication of that 
ability. Moreover, if a school system is poorly organized with in
adequate methods of grading or promotion, little significance can 
be attached to the results. However, in the general case there is 
some ground for the assumption that the school curriculum is after 
all a rather prolonged mental test. 

Early academic record prognostic of later. V &rious statistical 
studies have been made to determine the prognostic value of school 
marks. For instance, it has been shown that grades obtained early 
in the academic career are quite indicative of marks obtained later 
in the career. Much of this sort of data is available, but only two 
or three esses will be cited. (Cf. 246, 177.) Records were obtained 
of pupils in the 4th, 5tU, 6th, and 7th grades and their average 
marks in each grade correlated with marks in the first year of high 
school. These correlations were as follows: 
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4th grade.. . • • • • • . • • • • • • •• .62 
5th grade.. . . • . • . • . . . . . • •• .53 
6th grade.. . • . . . . . . . . . . . .. .73 
7th grade. . . . . . . . • • . • • . • •• .72 

Evidently marks in the 6th and 7th grades give a pretty fair indica
tion of marks in freshmsn year of high school. In another study 
of the relation between average marks in elementary school and 
average marks in high school the correlation was .71. Similar re
sults are obtained when success in high school is compared with that 
in college. In one instance the group was divided into an upper 
and lower half on the basis of college marks and likewise on the 
basis of high school marks. It was found that about seventy per 
cent of those in the upper high school half were in the upper college 
half, while about the same per cent of those in the lower half in 
school were in the lower half in college. In another similar study 
the conclusion was drawn that three fourths of those entering the 
university from high school maintain approximately the same 
rank that they had in high school. Or, again, if a student is in 
the upper quarter in high school the chances are about four out of 
five that he will be in the upper half in the university. 

The same principle seems to hold for predicting success in grad
uate work in professional schools from undergraduate college 
marks. A group of Harvard College graduates who also graduated 

TABLIO LIT. PER CENT OF STtmENTS GRADUATING FROM CoLLllGIl 
'IvrrIl HONOas Wao RECEIVE DISTINCTION IN LAw 

AND MEDICAL SCHOOL 1 

Plain ..•.••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cum laude .................•.... 
Magna cum laude .............. . 
Summa cum laude ...•.•........• 

I AfteI' LowelL 

em. LAt7D. 
1ft M.D.lCDta 

36 
76 
87 

100 

from law or medical schools was studied to determine the relstion 
between taking bonors in college and doing likewise in the profes
siona.! school. (346.) Table LII indicates that of those who entered 
law school with a plain degree - i.e., with no distinction - only 
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seven per cent received a degree with distinction in law and the 
corresponding figure for medicine is thirty-six per cent. How
ever, of those who had a college degree" cum laude" - i.e., with 
distinction - twenty-two per cent received a degree with distinc
tion in law, and of those who simiIarly entered medical school 
seventy-six per cent received the "cum laude." The graduates 
who received "magna. cum laude" - i.e., high distincti~n - have 
an even better record in the professional school, and those with 
"summa cum laude" - i.e., highest distinction - have the best 
record of all in the professional school- m-ty per cent of those in 
law taking honors and all of those in medicine doing so. The fore
going illustrations are sufficient to indicate the possibility of using 
early success in school as an indication of later success in academic 
lines. 

Academic record and occupationa.! success. The more impor
tant problem from the employment point of view is, of cOlirse, the 
extent to which school marks may be indicative of subsequent pro
ficiency in industrial or professional activities. A study of gradu
ates of Wesleyan University throws some light on this problem. 
(424.) The students who graduated between 1860 and 18~9 were 
divided into three groups-those who graduated with valedictory 
or salutstory honors, i.e., ranked either first or second among their 
graduating cla.ssma.tes in scholarship; those who were. elected to 
Phi Beta Kappa, an honorary fraternity for which high scholarship 
is the prerequisite, and the remainder who achieved no such 

TABLE LIlI. PEa CENT 0" COLLEGE GRADUATES FoUND IN 
"WHO'S WHO" 1 

Goo". 
Honor men . ...................•...... : • 
Phi Beta. Kappa ..•••••..•..••..•.......• 
Others .......•.•.••.•••...•••.......•••. 

I After Nicolaon. 

lhaa.... 
48 
31 
10 

honors. The per cent of each group appearing in the 1914 edition 
of Who's Who was then computed. '.I;hese per cents are given in 
Table LIII. It is obvious that the honor men and the members of 
Phi Bets Kappa stand a much higher chance of distinction of the 
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sort under consideration. The group which took no academic 
honors or distinction constitutes about two thirds of the entire 
group, but actually contributed only about one third of the grad
uates who appear in Who'. Who. To be SIll'e, the type of success 
that lands one in Who'. Who is apt to be literary, professional, 
political, or academic rather than industrial or commercial. Un
fortunately, such a clear-cut criterion is not available for these 
latter types of success. There is some presumption, however, 
that if a criterion were available similar results would be obtained 
because intellectual factors are involved in all these types. 

A study was made of the graduates of a technical institute in 
mechanical and electrical engineering, comparing marks at the 
institute with subsequent aa1ary. Men of the graduating classes of 
three successive years were studied and their salaries obtained from 
four to six years after graduation. While success in engineering 
vocations may not be entirely reflected in salary, and other factors 
besides proficiency may influence salary, nevertheless, it gives some 
indication of vocational success. The men were divided into four 
groups on the basis of their school marks and the average aa1ary 
obtained by each group was computed. The results are shown in 
Table LIV. (246,198.) To facilitate comparison the aa1ary of the 

TABLIII LIV. SCBOLAllSBlP IN A TECHNICAL INSTlTUTlI: AS INDICATIVlI 01' 
SUBSEQUENT &!.ART 1 

Highest quarter ............ .. 
Secondqu~ .........••.•.• 
Third quarter ............... . 
Lowest quarter .............. . 

A,...tu.a. 
s.u..u.T 
1664 
1462 
1418 
1279 

PwR CDT 
s.u..u.T 
100 
88 
85 
77 

I From HoIliqwo:th'. V~ional PlflcAolOW. by permiasion of D. Appleton and Company, 
New York. 

highest group is taken as 100 per cent and the others reduced to 
per cents thereof. It is obvious that the men who had hetter 
records while at the institute obtained appreciably higher salaries 
on the average. (These salaries were in 1913.) The differences are 
not large, perhaps, but enough to indicate the trend. If the data 
are handled by correlating individual salaries with individual marks, 
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the correlations for the graduates for each year are all positive and 
average .Zl. This indicates some relation between the two variA
bles in question. The correlation is by no means sufficiently high 
to warrant academic record in such instances being used as the sole 
means of predicting vocational aptitude, but such record might 
prove of some value, as above suggested, in supplementing other 
indications. 

The academic records of over 4000 graduates of West Point from 
1818 to 1905 were studied with reference- to subsequent success. 
(456.) The criterion of success was taken as appointment to the 
rank of Brigadier General or above. The members of each graduat
ing class were divided into four groups of equal size on the basis of 
schoIarsbip and for each group the number noted who achieved 
success in the above sense. The figures for all the first quarters 
were totaled, likewise the figures for all the second quarters, etc. 
It was then possible to compute for all graduates who had stood in 
the first quarter of their class what per cent were successful and to 
make similar computation for all the other quarters. The results 
are shown in the first part of Table LV. Whereas twenty-nine per 

, TABLE LV. SUCCESS OF WEST POINT GRADUATES IN RELATION TO 

ScaoL.U!SHiP 1 

c...a.mc ...... 
First quarter .••••••••••.•.•••.••.•••.••• 
Second quarter ••••••••••••...•••.••••••• 
Third quarter ....•...•..............••.. 
Fourth quarter ..•••••..........•••.•.••. 
First man .............................. . 
Second man ........•................•... 
Next to last man. • . • • • . • . . .........•.••• 
Last man .•.••••••••••••••••.....•.••••• 

I After CovelL 

Pz. """" Su""""""",, 

29 
24 
21 
15 
47 
38 
14 
6, 

cent of those in the highest quarter in schoIarsbip achieved the 
rank of Brigadier General, only fifteen per cent of those in the 
lowest quarter did so. The results are more striking when we con
sider only the men at the extremes of their graduating c\asses in 
scholarship. From the lower part of Table LV we see that of all 
the men who ranked highest in their graduating class forty-seven 
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per cent were successful. The per cent was a little smaIIer for the 
men who ranked next to the top in their class. In contrast with 
these are the figures for the two lowest men in their graduating 
classes. The man who ranks at the top of his class stands almost 
eight times as great a chance of success as does a man who ranks at 
the bottom of his graduating class. Further evidence may be ob
tained by considering the men who were di"",i"""d from the army. 
Of those so dismissed, eighteen per cent had been in the first quarter 
of their graduating classes, sixteen per cent in the second quarter, 
twenty-seven per cent in the third quarter, and thirty-nine per cent 
in the lowest quarter. Dismissal, of course, depends on various 

. moral factors as well as ability, but there is an indication that these 
military failures were drawn largely from those with the poorer 
scholarship records. It is evident that success in this particular 
line could to some extent be predicted on the basis of scholarship. 

Amount of education. It is common practice in obtaining in
formation from an applicant to ask what grade in school he finished. 
In many instances it is not feasible to get the actual academic 
marks, but merely a statement of how far in the ordinary educa
tional curriculum the individual progressed. This, however, has 
some Significance. In many cases the employer is interested in 
whether the applicant has certain educational fundamentals which 
will be actually necessary for his work. He may need a certain 
amount of arithmetic, such as fractions, in order to make out time 
slips or compute dimensions of material that is to be used. He 
may need a certain proficiency in reading in order to interpret type
written directions or orders that are issued. If he has not pro
gressed beyond a certain grade in school, it is probable that he has 
not been exposed to fractions or to reading of the requisite difficulty. 

There is another aspect of the matter that is significant with the 
younger generation. In these days of compulsory education the 
grade finished in school is an indirect indication of intelligence. 
Suppose that in a given State every one is compelled to attend 
school until the age of sixteen. If, then, one individual has finished 
the third year of high school and another only the seventh grade, 
both baving attended school some eleven years, it is obvious that 
the latter has occasionally failed to be promoted. This may indi-
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cate poor teaching or improper motivation by parents and others, 
but it also probably indicates a difference in the innate intellectual 
capacity of tbe two persons. Tbe same information may, of course, 
be obtained, if the applicant's statement can be trusted, by inquir
ing both the grade completed before leaving school and the age at 
leaving. The tendency for pupils of high intelligence to progress 
more rapidly in school when given opportunity has been repeatedly 
demonstrated. Rapid progress may then give some presumption 
of greater intellectual capacity. Hence these data as to the grade 
reached in school in a given time may afford an indirect approach 
to the same thing that is approached by the intelligence tests. In 
situations where tests are not used, some inkling as to the appli
cant's intelligence may be obtained in this fashion. 

A few cases will be cited in which the amount of education was 
compared with an or.cupationaI criterion. There were indications 
in .tudies of aviation cadets and of aviators that the amount of . 
education bore some relation to success at the aviation ground 
school or at the flying school. The correlation between amount of 
education as stated by the candidate himself and his average mark 
in the work of the ground school on engines, gunnery, signaling, 
theory of flight, ete., was .35. (624,609.) With students of radio 
mechanics during the war it was found that "schooling is one of the 
best diagnostic criteria in selecting men to be trained in the care 
and repair of wireless apparatus.'~ (60S, 117.) 

With a group of billing-machine operators the number of years of 
schooling gave a correlation with speed in billing of .23 and with 
accuracy in billing of .31. (30S.) These correlations are small, 
but of some interest. With clerks in an insurance company the 
correlation of years of schooling with grade of work was .47. (612.) 
With students of telegraphy no correlation at all was found between 
years of schooling and receiving ability after 100 hours of practice. 
(60S.) 

An adding-machine company found that fifty per cent of its 
superior salesmen were college men, thirty per cent had attended 
high school or business school, while twenty per cent had only a 
grade school education. However, when all the men of the sales 
force were considered, only twelve per cent of the college men were 
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" A" salesmen, while twenty per cent of the grade school men were 
in this class. (278, ee4.) . 

In another concern forty-five per cent of the successful BB1esmen 
were college men and only thirty-five per cent of the failures were 
college men. Another company found that men with high school 
education made more successful salesmen than those with more or 
less than this amount of education. This seemed true in some in
surance companies, but in another group of insurance men there 
was a correlation of only .11 between years of schooling and pro
duction and the college men seemed best, grade school men the 
next beet, and high school graduates the worst. 

Findings such as the foregoing point to the necessity of evaluat
ing a particular variable, such as education, with reference to the 
particular situation in which the variable is to be used. Such a 
factor may be of some value for vocational prognosis in one or
ganization and worthless in another. 

Academic record in special subjects. While general educational 
attainments give indirect evidence regarding intellectual capacity 
there is a further possibility that effort or achievement in special 
educational subjects may afford some indication of special capacity 
or interest that will be of vocational significance. High marks in a 
particular subject, such as English or mechanical drawing, may 
indicate special aptitude in that line. In elective courses the 
choice of certain subjects may indicate at least an interest and per
haps also some ability in those subjects. 

The vocational implication of some of the more extreme cases is 
obvious. A person who has shown aptitude for mathematics by 
achieving good grades in his mathematics courses will qualify, 
other things being equal, for industrial work in which it is neces
sary for him to make computations. Conversely, a person who has 
failed in most of his mathematics, manifesting thereby an inaptitude 
for that kind of work, will perhaps be less effective in an occupation 
where considerable computation is involved. Similarly, a person 
who, according to school records, has done well in manual training 
has thereby demonstrated some mechanical proficiency and the 
expectation of his being successful in mechanical work is conse
quently somewhat greater. On the other hand, an individual with 
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obvious mechanica.I inaptitude as revealed in his academic record is 
apt to be a failure in an occupation that is exacting from a mechani
ca.I standpoint. 

If a person has bad the possibility of electing certain school sub
iects rather than others, and if it can be established that he made 
his own choice without undue influence by relatives or acquaint
ances, those choices will reflect either his ability or his interest or 
both. The average pupil selects school subjects which he likes and 
usually those in which he is fairly proficient. Persons who, for 
instance, have voluntarily chosen to study mathematics or some of 
the natural sciences will perhaps stand better chances in engineer
ing occupations than will students who of their own choice pursued 
history or the classics. In this connection, however, it is essential 
to determine whether the choice was the applicant's own or whether 
it was the result of influence by other people.' While it has been 
discovered that some of the most successful engineers are persons 
with a classical education, this merely reflects the fact that their 
parents bad been of a high order of intelligence, bad consequently 
obtained a liberal education in the day when only the more intel
lectual went to college, and bad then encouraged their children to 
pursue the same type of classica.I education. These children in
heriting the high intellectual capacities of their parents were 
destined for reasonable success in almost any line they might 
pursue. 

To cite a practica.I instance of the use of academic record in spe
cial subjects, the application blank for candidates for aviation con
tained the direction, .. Give names of the three studies in which you 
did the best work in the last two years of school." (624,6U.) The 
answers were evaluated as follows: a credit of +1 was given for 
each entry of physics, chemistry, or an engineering subject, and a 
penalty of - 1 for each entry of Latin, English, history, philosophy, 
language, and the like. The resulting scores correlated with achieve
ment in the aviation ground school to the extent of .28. 

Inferiority of academic record to actual tests. These aspects of 
the academic record should not be used to the exclusion of the 
quantitative measurements which have been described in previous 
chapters, unless absolutely necessary. It can be shown that these 
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factors are not as "valid as are mental measurements in predicting 
occupational success. Even if school records are available in quan
titative fonn, so that it is unnecessary to take the applicant's word 
as to his educational career, it has been shown that these records 
are considerably less satisfactory than mental tests. 

nata were obtained to indicate the relative validity of high 
school marks and of specific tests in predicting success during 
the first two years in an engineering r~llege. (606.) Table LVI 

TABLE LVI. CORRELATION OF FIRST Two YEARS' WORK IN ENGINEERING 
COLLEGE WITH HIGH SCHOOL GRADES AND WITH SPECIAL TESTs 1 

HIGH ScsOOL GLlD_ 
• Algebra ................ 21 
English ................ 21 
Geometry. . . . . . . . . • • .. .22 
Physics ....•••••• .'. • •• .25 
Chemistry. . . . . . . . . . .. .29 

Total ....•....••••.•• 28 

, After Tburetone. 

8.P.E.E. Tmr Sco ... 

Arithmetic.. . . . . . . . . .. .4S 
Algebra .........•..... 30 
Geometry. . . . . .. . .. .. .35 
In~gence .....•...... 29 
Physics ............... 36 
Technical information.. .22 

Total ............... 48 

gives these correlations. The left part of the table shows the 
correlations between high school grades in algebra, English, geo
metry, physics, and chemistry with grades in the first two years of 
the engineering college. Algebra is the least predictive and chem
istry the most. When the marks in the. .. subjects are combined, 
the total correlates with the college work to the extent of only .28. 
These same students were given the test for engineering aptitude 
devised by the Society for the Promotion of Engineering Educa
tion. This test comprises six parts, each occupying about thirty 
minutes. The correlations of these appear in the right part of the 
table. It is to be noted that the thirty-minute test for arithmetic 
gives the best prediction of any single measure. It is also to be 
noted that in every instance a thirty-minute carefully standardized 
test dealing with specific infonnation in a school subject is more 
predictive than the entire high school record in that particular 
subject. High school grades in algebra, for instance, correlate .21 
with college grades, while the special algebra test correlates .30. 
The correlation of the total test score with college work is .48. 
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This may be contrasted with the corresponding' correlation of .28 
for the high school grades. This substantiates the point above 

, mentioned that school grades are at best considerably inferior to 
actual scientific measures for vocational prediction. They should 
be used in lieu of them only when it is impossible to obtain the 
'PsYchological measures. Whether or not they are valuable in 
supplementing such measures must be determined in the particular 
vocational situation. 

• 
INITIAL AND SUBSEQUENT SUCCESS IN THE SAME OCCUPATION 

In some instances it is possible, knowiog a person's production 
record in a given occupation over a short period of time, to predict 
his subsequent e.fficiency. An investigation of this sort was con
ducted with insurance salesmen. (207.) In this case production 
figures were available for several groups of salesmen covering some 
length of time. The first group was small, but records were avail
able for fo~ years. Group II was larger and three years' records 
were avaiIable. Group ill was larger still, but only two years' 
records were available. With these data it was possible to compare 
success the first year with success in subsequent years. The 
correlations between production in different years are shown in 
Table LVII. 

TABLE LVII. CORRELATIONS 1IETWEEN SALES PRODUCTION IN 
DIFFERENT Y EABS 1 

Gnoup I GROUP II GBOUPm 

First year and first subsequent year ..... .92 .72 .74 

First yC&l' and second 8ubsequent year . .. .70 .68 

First year and third subsequent year .... .47 

First year and total production . ........ .00 .68 .93 

J After Goldsmith. 

It can be seen, for instance, that with Group I the correlation 
between first-year production and production the subsequent year 
is .92, whereas the correlation between the first year and the 
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second subsequent year is .76 and that between the first year and 
the third subsequent year is .47. This same tendency is indicated 
in Group II; namely, the first year gives a better indication of the 
first subsequent year than of the later years. The figures at the 
bottom of the table which indicate the correlation of the first year 
and total production of all the years are quite large. 

These same data may be presented from a different standpoint 
by merely dividing each group into two classes, those above the 
average and those below the average. It is then possible to note 
what per cent of those above the average the first year remain sub
sequently in that same superior class. These figures are as follows: 

Group I. Full-time men whose records are complete for four years: 
100 per cent of those beginning above the average remain above 

the average in one of the three succeeding years. 
100 per cent of those beginning above the average remain above 

the average in two of the three succeeding years. 
80 per cent of those beginning above the average remain abovo 

the average in all of the three succeeding years. 
100 per cent of those beginning above the average have a total 

production abovo the average for the four years. 
93 per cent of those beginning below the average remain below 

the average in ono of the three succeeding years. 
93 per cent of those beginning below the average remain below 

the average in two of the three succeeding years. 
80 per cent of those beginning below the average remain below 

the average in all of tbe three succoding years. 
93 per cent of those beginning below the average have a total 

production below tho average for the four years. 

Group II. Those whose production records are complete for three years: 
89 per cent of those beginning above the average remain above 

the average during one of the two succeeding years. 
80 per cent of those beginning above the average remain above 

the average during both tho succeeding years. 
91 per cent of those beginning above the average have a total 

production above the average for the three years. 
98 per cent of those beginning below the average remain below 

the average for one of the two succeeding years. 
83 per cent of those beginning below the average remain below 

tho average for both succeeding years. 
93 per cent of those beginning below tbe average have a total 

production below the average for tho three years. 
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In this particular study there is evidently a fairly close relation 
between the initi&! and the subsequent production. If a IIl&Il'S 

early selling record is poor, some doubt may validly be ra.ised as 
to the advisability of his continuing. 

The number of accidents is sometimes taken as an inverse indica.
tion of a worker's efficiency. In a machine shop the correi&tion of 
the number of accidents in successive quarters of the year was com
puted; i.e., the tendency for a worker to have in a given quarter the 
S&Ille number of accidents which he had in the preceding quarter. 
Four such correi&tions for successive quarters are .72, .37, .53, .69. 
(322,218.) A worker with a record of accidents is more li&ble to 
have others than is a worker with a clear record. One accident 
does not apparently make a person much more careful. The acci
dents seem to be due to some fundaments.! cause. In SO far as they 
are an index of inefficiency, early f&ilings in this respect are prognos
tic of i&ter. 

With billing-machine operators efficiency both from the stand
point of speed and accuracy in the sixth month of work w&s 
studied to see how well it could be predicted from earlier efficiency 
and &Iso how well it would predict i&ter efficiency. The correla
tions are shown in Table LVIII. The work during the first month 

"TABLE LVIII. CORBELATIONOF EFFICIENCY AT BILLING-MACIIINB 
DURING SIXTH MONTH or SERVICE WITH EFFICIENCY 

DURING OTHER MoNTHS' 

First month" ..•.•••••••••••••• 
Second month .....•.•........• 
Third month .....•...........• 
Fourth month ................• 
Fifth month .................• 
Seventh month. . . . . • . . . . . . . . .• " 
Eighth month ......•.....•...• 
Ninth month ..•••••.•..•.•...• 

• After KornhaUMro 

-.20 
.48 
.60 
.76 
.76 
.86 
.74 
.68 

Acc:va...,. 

.00 
.25 
.31 
.58 
.74 
.72 
.40 
.16 

is worthless from a predictive standpoint. From then on it ap
pears somewhat diagnostic. This is especially the C&Se with speed, 
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which becomes of some significance in the second or third month. 
Accuracy has little predictive value until almost the fourth month. 
The correlations of the sixth month with adjacent months are of 
course higher than with more distant months. (308.) 

The foregoing are some typica.l studies of the relation between 
initial and subsequent success. Where a concern finds it impossible 
to engage in any systematic employment program, it may be worth 
while to keep production records of workers from the outset and 
determine whether there is a relation such as that existing in some 
of the cases just recounted. If such a relation is found to be rather 
close, workers with poor initial records may well be considered for 
transfer to some other line for which they are better adapted. 

PEBSONAL mSTORY OB APPLICATION BLANK 

A personal history or application blank is often filled out as a pre-
o 1iminary to an interview. This is sometimes desired in order to 
save the interviewer's time, and sometimes to sort in a preliminary 
way from a group of applicants those who are worth interviewing at 
all. The blank aims to bring out the more obvious data regarding 
a person's capacities and interests and may form a basis for the sub
sequent securing of more detailed information. It may be filled 
out entirely by the applicant or else partially or entirely by the inte .... 
viewer. It is sometimes arranged so that the applicant fills one 
side while the interviewer uses the reverse. At any rate, some form 
of such a blank is found in most employment offices. 

Technique of evaluating Items in blank. Such personal history 
blanks are generally used rather uncritically. It is assumed, per
haps on the basis of casual observation, that certain items, such as 
age or marital status, are prognostic of occupational success. This 
assumption may not be as erroneous as the assumption that a 
bump on the head just above the ears indicates ability at construct
ing things or that fine-textured sJdn presages artistic achievement. 
But it is, nevertheless, an assumption, whereas science prefers to 
deal with facts. It is possible to evaluate these various items of 
personal history statistically and get the fllcts. Mter a group of 
individuals have been on the job sufficiently long to demonstrate 
their ability, it is possible to determine whether certain items· 
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. actually differentiate the good from the poor workers. If, for in
stance, a group of salesmen are divided into successes and failures, 
and it proves thst most of the successful salesmen are married and 
most of the failures are single, this information as to marital status 
may be of some significance in employing salesmen in the future. 
Of course, it is not feasible in this type of problem to employ any 
very rigorous statistical analysis. About the best that can be done 
is to divide the individuals into two classes as far as the criterion is 
concerned. These two classes may simply represent a division 
at the mid-point of the range of occupational ability, or it may con
sist of classes at the two extremes. Having made such a division, 
however, it is a simple matter to tabulate for any particular item on 
the history blank the per cent of the successful group giving a cer
tain answer or failing to give it and similar percentages for the un
successful group. If a particular answer is given much more fre
quently by the successful individuals than by the unsuccessful, that 
item or answer may be taken as to some extent differential of suc
cess in the occupation in question. If there is any doubt as to 
whether the difference is large enough to be significant, recourse 

. may be bad to proper formullll for determining this significance. 
(Cf. p. 307.) 

Physical characteristics. The usual application blank calls for 
BUch items of a physical character as height and weight. It is well 
then to determine whether there is any relation between these and 
fitness for the particular job. Of course there are certain inetances 
where it is perfectly obvious thst large stature is desirable. If a 
man has to lift the iron core to a considerable distance from the floor 
in order to place it on the tire-building machine, height is an ob
vious requisite unless hoists are provided. In hauling a heavy 
truck or doing work where great force must be exerted, a large man 
has an obvious advantage. Such patent cases as this, of course, 
need no scientific study. There are, however, more subtle possi
bilities in stature. One that has sometimes been rather seriously 
considered by employers of salesmen is the possibility that large 
salesmen can "dominate" the prospect and hence make more 
sales. One manager actually attempted to develop a sales per
sonnel over six feet in height. Some of us have occasionally felt 
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ourselves shrink and weaken in the presence of a large man who 
was leading us up to the dotted line. If we are standing and it is 
necessary to look up at him in the conversation, this mere bodily 
posture is liable to have psychological etrects and the upturned chin 
with its subtle suggestion of inferiority renders one more vulnerable 
to a verbal uppercut. The writer makes it a practice when inter
viewed by a salesman in the 2OO-pound 6-foot class to have the man 
seated, and if possible to sit on the desk himself, so as to domin:lte 
the salesman rather than to be domin:lted by him. 

Some statistical evidence is available on this matter of stature. 
In two concerns saleamen were divided into approximately three 
classes of equal size on the basis of their sales records. (285.) The 
average height and weight of each group is given in Table LIX. 

TABLE LIX. AVERAGE HEIGHT AND WEIGHT OF SALESJ<EN 01' 
DII'I'EBENT DEGREES OF EFFICIENCY 1 

CoMPANY A COJII"ANT B 

s....Rzco .. Avo .... 
hcight 

(inch.e.) 

Avcf'nltO 
weight 

(pounda) 

A ....... 
height 

(inches) 

A ...... 
wcia:bt 

(pouDdo> 

IDghest third ........... 69.0 156 69.3 ISO 

Middle third ............ 68.6 153 68.0 185 

Lowest third ............ 69.8 158 69.0 178 

1 After Kitson. 

Within these groups there is evidently little relation between stat
ure and selling. In height the group of medium selling ability has 
the lowest average. The weights likewise are equivocal. In one 
compli.uy the poorest saleamen are slightly the heaviest, while in 
another the medium group seems most ponderous. 

Results of this sort, however, are not always found. (278, t19 tr.) 
An insurance company found that the average monthly sales of 
men under 69 inches in height were $740, while the sales of those 
over 69 inches were $1165. In another concern the average height 
of the ten leading salesmen was 70.7 inches, while the average height 
of all failures was 69 inches. It was found in another group that . 
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men weighing between 140 and 180 pounds averaged higher in 
monthly production than those above or below those limits. 

This is not the whole story, however. While there may be no 
universal tendency within a given sales group for the larger men to 
be the more effective, the evid~.nce is clearer that salesmen as a 
whole are larger than the average individual. The results of a 
number of studies, including the one given in the preceding table, 
are summarized in Table LX. The average height and weight are 

TABLE LX. AVERAGE 'HEIGHT AND WEIGHT OF DIFFEREIIT GROUPS 
OF SALESMEN I 

Mixed group ...........••.•.. 
Insurance .........•....•....• 
House-to-house ....•.•.••....• 
Technical.. .....••...•.•...•• 
Miscellaneous A ...•••..•....• 
Miscellaneous B .....•..••...• 
Miscellaneous C .........•...• 
General population - army ...• 
General population - actuarial 

data ..................... . 

AVERA-G. 
HElOHT 
(iDcnc:!l) 

69.6 
69.5 
69.5 
69.3 
69.1 
68.8 
69.5 
67.5 

68.5 

AVIlRAOil 
WClOBT 
(pounda) 

170 

158 
169 
155 
181 
160 
142 

t For the lImaHer IfOUpe the median was uaed rather than tho ordinary average. It is found. 
by arranr:lDi: the measures in order of magnitude and then SCICfltins: the middle one in the ecale. 
In emall distributiona i!preventa an enrem.e u.eerrom aerioual,y alIeotiDa the .verap . 

• AltAIr Kenagy and Yoakum, ., al. ' 

given for variOUS· sales groups. For comparison with the general 
population the average height and weight of about 1,000,000 men 
in the army is included. The average height of some 220,000 men 
tabulated by the Association of Life Insurance Medical Directors 
is also given. This is somewhat larger than the army average, but 
not as large as the average of any of the sales groups. These latter 
are considerably superior to the general population in both height 
and weight. 

The difference should be somewhat qualified in the light of the 
fact that the army group was somewhat younger than the others. 
Most of tbe groups of salesmen average in their thirties, while the 
average man in the draft was well below this. Many persons, of 
course, put on weight as they grow older and the salesmen might 
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have been heavier in part because of their maturity. It is rather 
douhtful if this would account for differences of twenty pounds or 
more in the average case. Moreover, results for height would be 
much less affected by this error because this characteristic changes 
very little after reaching maturity. 

So, while there may be some doubt regarding the relation of 
et&ture to production within a given sales organization, there is no 
question but that salesmen as a whole are larger than their pro
specte. H there is any conclusion to be drawn other than this, it is 
that perhaps men of medium stature, although above that of the 
general population, are somewhat more effective than those at 
either extreme. It has been more or less seriously suggested that 
such a salesman is large enough to dominate his prospect effectively, 
but not too I&rge to get &round easily and cover the ground. 

Age. Considerable significance is attached to age in employ
ment and analogous problems. Some raiIroads will not employ a 
man who is over 35 and retire employees on a pension at the age of 
65 or 70. Similar retirement is sometimes applied to the teaching 
profession. Some States will not permit a person under 16 to drive 
an automobile. A person must be 21 in order to vote. In some 
States minimum age limite of 14 to 16 are set, below which an in
dividual cannot be employed in industry. 

Such tendencies are based usually on popular belief that persons 
outside of the age limite in question are ineffective in the type of 
work under consideration. It is in point then to consider more 
systematically any psychological aspecte of age that may be of 
vocational significance. We know, of course, that mental profi
ciency does change in one's early years and the changes at the other 
extreme are obvious. The influence of age on performance in 
certain mental teste was mentioned in Chapter VII. (Cf. Figure 
3, p. 180.) Proficiency in all the teste inci-ea.sed from childhood up 
into the teens. However, the rate of increase was not uniform. 
For instance, the type of coordination shown in a tapping test 
progressed more rapidly than sheer muscular strength with the 
implication that persons in their early teens are better suited to 
work requiring rapid coordination than to work requiring muscular 
strength. Likewise at the other extreme as far as the teste were 
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applied there appeared a decrease in proficiency in middle life at 
the type of performance measured by a test of substituting symbols 
for numbers. It is quite possible that rather extensive age differ
ences of this sort exist and if so some of them may be of vocational 
significance. 

An obvious approach to the problem from the practical stand
point is to correlate age with occupational proficiency and to deter-' 
mine within a particular group of employees if the more mature are 
the more proficient. With clerical workers in the civil service 
a correIation of .06 was found between age and efficiency scores. 
(166.) With another group of clerks a correIation of .35 was found 
between grade of work done and age. (612.) With a group of 
telegrsphers the correlation between age and receiving ability was 
-.09. With insurance salesmen production correlated with age at 
the time of initial contract with the company to the extent of .15. 
Only one of these coefficients is large enough to be of any possible 
value. This does not give the whole story, however, because it may 
be that persons of medium age are most efficient rather than the 
oldest ones, whereas a large correIation would not be obtained un
less the oldest ones were the best. 

This factor may be investigated by noting the relative efficiency 
of workers of different ages, with a view to detennining whether for 
a given occupation there is an optimum age. With a miscelIaceous 
group of superior salesmen the average age was almost 39. Only 
11 per cent of them were under 30 and only 10 per cent over 50. 
(278, 817.) Those of middle age were manifestly the big pro
ducers. This, of course, suggests that the younger men had not 
had sufficient experience and this is to some extent the case. In an 
insurance company where men with previous insurance experience 
were generally more efficient and where the best producers were 
between 35 and 50, it developed, nevertheless, that the best pro
ducers at the time of contract - many of them without previous 
experience - were between the ages of 30 and 45. Even apart from 
experience it seemed that maturity was desirsble. Similar studies 
with other groups of salesmen have revealed the fact that ex
tremes of age are somewhat less favorable than the middle range. 

It might often be worth while with other kinds of occupations to 
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apply similar technique and determine whether there seemed to be 
anyoptimaI age at the time of initial employment. There are doubt
less many types of work in which maturity is necessary in order to 
impress favorably persons with whom one deals and there are other 
types in which a man who is too old will fail because of decreased 
mental efficiency. It is necessary to answer the question statisti-

. cally in any given case. 
There is another aspect of age that should be mentioned. Quite 

apart from efficiency there is a possibility that age may bear some 
relation to stability or turnover. Various studies have been made 
of this relation, but rather than revealing any specific effect of age 
as such they have brought out various other complicating factors 
that enter into different age groups. For instance, in a paper 
manufacturing concern there seemed to be considerable instability 
with the very young female employees and this was not remedied 
by any wage adjustment such as a bonus system. The fact was 
brought out, however, that in many instances the girls took their 
pay envelopes home unopened and their mothers received the 
bonus. There had been little motivation even from the start. 

A study was made of workmen who quit in two large firms, one 
doing metal work and the other manufacturing furniture. (284.) 
These" quits" were classified as to age in five-year interva1s and 
records tabulated to show the average number of weeks worked by 
individuals in a given group before they left the employ. Table 
LXI gives the results. The employees of company B are mani
festly less permanent for all age groups. The important point in 
the present connection is the relative permanency of employees of 
different ages within a company. There is in both instances a 
manifest turnover among the younger workers. This doubtless 
reflects the natural instability of youth and the legitimate search 
for a vocational objective. At the other extreme there is a marked 
stability for those older than fifty. At this time one's interests 
have become fairly well established and profitable change in em
ployment is rather unlikely. Likewise, between thirty and thirty
five there seems to be considerable stability, this being a period 
when many individuals buy homes or raise families. From then 
on until fifty there is somewhat of a decrease. It is quite possible 
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'TABLE LXI. AVER.l.GE NUMlIER OF WEEKS WORKED BY EMPLOYEES 
WHOQUlT' 

AGa 

Under 21.. ......................... : 

21 to 26 ............................ . 

26 to 30 ............................ . 

31 to 35 •.•.......................... 

36 to 40 •.•..........•............... 

41 to 45 •............................ 

45 to 00 ............................ . 

51 to 55 ............................ . 

Over 55 ............................ . 

AVltIlAOB NmmBB 0 .. WIIIZXIt 

COMP4NT A 

18 

19 

23 

31 

26 

29 

30 

58 

56 

CoJIP.A.NT B 

10 

9 

11 

24 

19 

12 

8 

15 

25 

; that at this period the worker's fa.mily is becoming more self
supporting and his domestic responsibilities are not quite so press
ing. He then resJizes that old age is coming soon and that he had 
better change his occupation now if at all. Consequently, he takes 
this opportunity to try other occupations with a view to a location , 
which will be permanent and satisfactory. While this is only a 
single study, it is quite probable that these same mental factors 
of youthful instability, domestic responsibility, and subsequent 
search for ultimate occupational status are operating in a good 
many concerns and that in hiring employees with a view to turn
over these facts may be of significance. They point incidentally 
to the desirability of watching for symptoms of unrest at these 
critical ages, being more tolerant of the workman and attempt
ing to make such adjustments as will keep him on the job if he is 
actually satisfactOry. 

Marital status. Many employment men make it a practice to 
hire if possible married applicants and preferably those with addi-



894 EMPLOYMENT PSYCHOLOGY 

tiona! dependent... The asrumption is that such persons, because 
of their greater economic necessity, have greater incentive to do 
satisfactory work in order to hold the job and advance. 

Practically the only available statistical studies of this factor 
involve salesmen. A number of such investigations are sum
marized in Table LXII. The preponderance of married men 

TABLE LXII. PEa CENT or SUPERIOR SALESMEN TRAT ARE M.RRlED 

AND SINGLE' 

Miseellimeous ...........•.......•.... 

Insurance .......................... . 

B.outine ............................ . 

House-ro-house .•.....•.....•........ 

Technical products •.....•....•....... 

93 

94 

61 

81 

91 

Bmou 

7 

6 

39 

19 

9 

I From Kenagy and Yoakum'a The &ledion OM 7h:UnifIQ o/8ale.nnan. by ~ of The 
McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., New York.. 

among the superior salesmen is obvious. It is particularly so with· 
the higher types of selling. (278, 225.) In another instance in a 
single company 74 per cent of the successful salesmen were married 
and only 57 per cent of the unsuccessful salesmen. With a group' 
of insurance salesmen who had not been with the company over 
two yeatS, so that the factor of experience did not enter appreciably, 
the ratio of the average sales of the single group to that of the mar-" 

ried group was $9386 to $10,000. (573.) 
The result.. seem to indicate a rather marked superiority of mar

ried men as salesmen. One source of error in the generalization 
should be noted, however. The married men as a rule are older. 
Census figures indicate that of a random eelection of white men be
tween 25 and 29 years of age approximately 57 per cent are mar
ried, while of a similar group between 30 and 34 yeatS of age about 
75 per cent are married. (Cf. 3~, 227.) We saw previousiythat 
the best salesmen were over 30. Hence the present result.. may to 
BOme extent be dlle to the fact that the older men prove more. 
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efficient and also get married. However, three of the groups of 
superior salesmen listed in Table LXII show an incidence of mar
riage well over the census figures for other men in their early thir
ties. With the routine and house-to-house groups the salaries are 
almost too low for the support of a family and we find more single 
men. These groups are also reeruited frequently from college stu
dents. Even here, however, the married men are the larger pro
ducers. As evidence from a slightly different angle we may men
tion the fact that with married insurance salesmen those whose 
wives were engaged in a gainful occupation produced only 70 per 
oent as much as those whose wives were dependent. The Question 
might, of course, be raised as to which was cause and which was 
effect. Another insurance concern which found results like the 
foregoing, but found that marital condition at the time of contract 
was not differential, discovered, however, that the greatest im
provement in selling was made by the men who were single at the 
time of contract, but had married since joining the company. 
This would indicate rather clearly the family inoentive. 

Dependents. If being married serves as an incentive for occu
pational effort one would expect other dependents to provide a 
similar motive. The same groups of superior salesmen recorded in 
the preceding table averaged about 2.5 dependents. (278, 226.) 
This is more than a wife, but it is not a Iarge family. In another 
company the average number of the dependents of the successful 
salesmen was 1.9 and of the unsuccessful 0.8. Among a group of 
insurance salesmen those who were married but childless were 
slightly inferior in production to those who were single. However, 
the production of those with 1 or 2 children, with 3 or 4 children, 
and with 5 or more children were in the proportions, $10,000: 
$8792: $7584. The.man with children, but only one or two of them, 
seemed superior. 

Previous experience. It is common practice to ask an appli
cant regarding his previous vocational history either in general or 
in work similar to that proposed. Of course, if the past work has 
been identical with the proposed - for example, wood heeling
the case is clear. The amount of experience the applicant has had 
in that type of work will be somewhat indicative of his proficiency. 
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In work at a trade it is, of course, desirable to develop a trade test 
(infra) instead of relying on the applicant's statement of ability or 
inferring proficiency from mere length of service. But even where 
a trade test is not possible, the amount of previous experience may 
be significant. . As shown above, production in selling insurance 
the first year was somewhat predictive of selling in subsequent 
yesrs. It is not safe, however, to assume that any previous kind of 
selling qualifies one for a particular sales job. From the considera
tions in Chapter X certain types of selling apparently require a 
person of higher intelligence than do others. A concern found to 
its surprise that it was getting its worst salesmen from applicants 
who had had more than five yesrs' selling experience in other lines. 
(278, 1185.) It was possible that the more experienced applicants 
had ultimately proved unsuccessful in the other lines and then ap
plied to this concern. Another insurance company found that its 
best applicants had held some other, not necessarily a selling, 
position for several years, but had not remained so long with a for
mer employer as to lose their adaptability. 

The kind of job previously held may give some indication of 
success in a different proposed line. A concern studied carefully 
the previous occupations of its sales force with reference to their 
relation to turnover, length of service, per cent of dealers sold, and 
per cent of quota sold. Taking all these factors into consideration, 
the previous occupations were arranged into seven classes on the 
basis of the value of the class in predicting success in selling. The 
order of these classes was as follows: (1) professions, (2) business for 
self, (3) retail selling, (4) outside selling, (5) clerical, (6) minor 
executive, (7) trades. (278, 161.) Men recruited from the pro
fessions, however, had rather short length of service so that they 
constituted a rather unprofitable source of supply even though 
they were effective while they stayed. The next four in order con
stituted on the whole the best prospective material, while minor 
executives and tradesmen seemed a rather unprofitable source from 
which to recruit for this particular selling job. 

Miscellaneous factors. Certain miscellaneous items of personal' 
history may be of significance in a particular situation. For in
stance, with insurance salesmen the number nf clubs to which a 
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man belonged was somewhat indicative of production. The corre
lation coefficient is small, but the amount of paid business solicited 
increases gradually with increasing number of clubs, and the men 
belonging to seven clubs had the best record of all. (360.) With 
insurance salesmen those who carried .. considerable amount of 
insurance themselves proved more effective. Reasons for entering 
.. vocation may be of some significance. It was found that em
ployees who entered an oecupation because of the influence of .. 
friend were not as effective as those who had entered for ulterior 
reasons. Possibly this latter reflected a real interest in the work, 
while the former indicated mere accident. 

Combinations of personal history factors. Where .. concern has 
studied factors such as the foregoing, it is common practice to state 
the aspects of these different factors that are of significance. This 
is somewhat analogous to stating critical scores only in less syste
matic form. The important items are usually given without indi
cating their relative importance or attempting to combine them 
into .. single figure. Two such descriptions for salesmen will be 
quoted by way of illustration: 

In age he will range between twenty"';" and thirty years at entrance; he 
will be tall, but his success wanes as he rises above six feet; he should be 
weD built and certainly not so much as ten per cent underweight; the man 
of foreign birth is more successful than one of native birth and the Ameri
can bom man of foreign parentage is more successful than the American 
bom of native parentage. A good education is a positive asset provided 
that education does not exceed the degree of A.B. or B.S. Previous selling 
experience is advantageous, but men who have sold for over five years are 
Dot so promising as those with a somewhat briefer experience. Member
ship in a frsternal order is an advantage if tbe member attends regularly. 
but no added advantage is evident from membership in a number of such 
afIiliations. (5i3.) 

The items of the personal history record related to success in selling were: 
selling experience other than insurance, insurance experience of one year or 
more, high school education, three or more dependents, election to office 
twice or more in social organizations, attendance at social affairs oftener 
than an average of once per week. participation in athletics of four or more 
kinds when in school. participation in other school activities and an ambi
tion to attain an executive position in the insurance business. The itelIUl 
showing a significant relationship to lack of success in selling were: age of 
twenty-two yeara or younger, schooling of eight grades or less, membership 
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in twe or fewer social organizations, no election to office in such organiza
tions, and a purpose of continuing in the insurance business Ieos than ten 
years. (468, 57.) 

It is more scientific not merely to state these qualifications, but 
to indicate their relative importance. The best procedure is to 
weight the items in some fashion if possible. In a few cases efforts 
have been made to do this and to combine the factors into a tota.! 
score. To cite the case of an insurance company, after the items of 
the application blank had been studied in the manner just described, 
the arbitrary weighting scheme shown in Table LXIII WlIS de
vised. (207.) The weighting takes &cCOunt of the fact that very 
young persons are not as apt to be successful in seIling as are those 

.TABU LXIll. WEIGHTS OP ITEJIS OP PERsoNAL lIIsroBT POR l'nEDICTlNG 
. - - EwICIENCY IN SALESHANSHIP' 

Age: 
w ....... 

Education: 
w .. _ 

18 to 20 -3 8yeara +1 
21 to 22 -1 lOy...." +2 
23 to 24 0 12y...." +3 

'25 to 27 +1 16yeara +2 
:28 to 29 +2 
.30to4O' +3 Occupation: 
41 to 50 +1 Social +1 
51 to 60 +0 NOIHOCial -1 
Over 60 -1 

Own iDsuraoee: 
Marital statuo: Carried +1 

Manied +1 Not canied -1 
Single -1 

Contrac\. 
C1ubo: Fun time +2 

Belongtl +1 Part time -2 
Not belO11& -1 

Experience: 
Previous life insurance experience +1 

Confidence: 
Replies to question: "What amount of insurance are you confident 

of pIecing each month?.. +1 
Does not reply to this questioD _1 

a Aft.er Goldami&b. 
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who are somewhat older. Hence those particular ages receive a 
negative weight and count somewhat against the applicant. On 
the other hand, an age between thirty and forty receives the most 
credit, whereas persons older than forty appear to be somewhat 
less valuable to the company. Similarly, with education there ap
pears to be a maximum value for persons who devote about twelve 
years to their educational ca.reer. Married applicaitts receive 
more considemtion than unmarried. Previous occupation seems 
significant when considered from the standpoint of whether or not 
the occupation involved social contacts, such as sel:ing, work at a 
cashier's window, or reporting. It also appears that individuals 
who are contemplating full-time service are a better investment 
than those 'who are proposing to work only part time. Carrying 
insumnce one's self likewise seems in the applicant's fa.vor as does 
also belonging to various clubs. Other items to be noted are pre
vious experience with life insumnce and the a.pplicant's own con~ 
fidence as to what he will be able to do in actual selling. 

When 8. large group of insumnce salesmen were classified, on the 
basis of their production records, into a best group, a middle group, 
and a poorest group, and their scores on the personal history blank 
computed according to this weighting, the results are as shown in 
Table LXIV. The entries in the table are the per cent of individ-

TABLE LXIV. PEa CENT OF SALESMEN WITH DIFFERENT 'PaonucmoN 
RECORDS MAKINo VARIOUS SCORES ON WEIGHTED PERSONAL 

HISTORY ITEMS 1 

PaoD1JCftOl'I' Raccnm Scou OX PmtsoNA.L BIBTOBr BUNE 

Below' 41.S Above 8 

Best group •••••...•......... 15 41 44 

Middle group ................ 18 54 28 

Poorest group ...••.......... 53 37 10 

1 After Goldamith. 

uals in the given production group falling in the various classes' 
of weighted soore. The largest per cent of the best group score 
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above 8 points,. wbile much sma.Iler proportions of the two other 
groups do so. The poorest group bas a majority of its scores below 
4. On the basis of these results a critical score of 4 points was 
recommended. If applicants below this score were rejected, it will 
be seen that many of the inferior salesmen would be avoided and 
comparatively few of the better ones eliminated. 

It is sometimes possible to apply correlation procedure to items 
of personal history and weight them according to a regression 
equation just as was done with tests of special capacity. This is, 
of course, feasible only when the factors involved are such as yield 
a considerable range of possible values. A correlation based on a 
variable that involves only two classes, such as married .8. single, 
does not fit into the theory of the regression equation. Such an 
equation for insurance salesmen proved to be: 

Xl = 3.2X.+ 9317 X, + 106 X, + 5534 X, +26880 

where X I is production, X. the amount of insurance carried at 
the time of contract, X I the number of clubs to which the man be
longs, X, the age at the time of contract, and X, the number of 
dependents at the time of contract. (360.) When the items are 
weighted according to this equation the coefficient of multiple 
correlation - i.e., the correlation of the weighted sum of these 
items with the criterion - proved to be .40. This is a considerably 
better prediction than could be made with any single item. 

Such a correlation is not, of course, sufficiently high to justify 
its use as the sole basis for selection or in lieu even of the various 
tests that might have been developed. However, such a weighted 
personal history record might form a valuable supplement to any 
other predictive measures that were available. If the data are in 
such form that correlation coefficients can be computed and a re
gression worked out, the effort may prove worth wbile. In some 
instances it may be possible to include some of these personal his
tory items {u a regression equation along with tests. 

The foregoing are some of the items of personal history that are 
available in the average application blank and that have been 
shown in some situations to be indicative of occupational success. 
Just as with many other predictive measures one cannot assume 
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that what proved true in one situation will do likewise in a different 
one. It is necessary to evaluate the items with reference to the 
special problem for which they are to be used. However, there are 
manifestly many items of personal history that will be of value in 
certain employment problems once their significance has been 
ascertained. 

LETTElIS OF APPLICATION 

The first step in many employment situations is the solicitation 
of letters of application. Help-wanted advertisements often re
quire this form of reply. Such letters serve a purpose similar to 
that of the application blank in making a preliminary sorting of 
applicants with a view to finding those in whose case further inter
view or investigation is desirable. If a grossly misspelled letter is 
received from an applicant for a stenographic position the matter 
ends right there. It is also possible in this way to get a line on 
individuals who are at a considerable dietance and who do not care 
to come and apply personally unless there is a fair prospect of their 
being hired. 

A letter of application differs from the usual application blank in 
that it insures less in the way of specific information. Instead of 
asking the applicant specifically for biographical data he simply 
writes the facts which he considers most pertinent in qualifying 
him for the position in question. This factor of giving the appli
cant a chance to express himself freely while omitting some signifi
cant items makes it possible, on the other hand, in the opinion of 
some employment men, to judge something regarding such things as 
neatness, ability to express one's self, or tendency to be systematic 
which might not be manifest in the answers to specific questions. 

In dealing with such letters of application it is, of course, neces
aary to make some qualitative evaluation of them. The average 
employment man deals with such letters by the usual procedure of 
general impression. One letter may, of course, be markedly neater 
than another, thus giving the presumption that the writer of the 
former is the neater individual. However, the question arises as to 
the reliability and validity of such estimates of the individual from 
the letter. The reliability of the estimates involves the extent to . 
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which a given judge agrees with himself if he makes the estimate on 
different occasions or the extent to which he agrees with other 
judges. The validity of the estimates denotes the extent to which 
the results correlate with some further criterion, such as produc
tion or judgment of persons who actually are acquainted with the 
applicant and are not judging him merely by his letter. These 
problems of reliability and validity of estimates suggest the earlier 
discussion of evaluation of estimates of mental traits from physiog
nomy as manifested in photographs. (Cf. Chapter II.) 

Ezperiments on the reliability of estimates of this sort have been 
conducted. An advertisement for a bookkeeper and office assist
ant was inserted in a New York paper and from the \etters of ap
plication twenty-five were selected fOf study. (244, 10.) The sig
natures were rempved and the letters marked with a key symbol in 
view of the possibility that some of the persons estimating the let
ters might be acquainted with an applicant. These letters were 
then submitted to fifty judges - business and professional men and 
women, students, and clerical workers. These judges ranked the 
letters in order from best to worst; i.e., numbered them from 1 to 
25, with reference to (1) intelligence, (2) reliability, (3) tact, and 
(4) neatness. The ratings on all of these four traits were made 
separstely. In addition, ten of the judges repeated this same pro
cedure a month later without reference to their earlier estimates. 

A detailed presentation of the results is not worth while in the 
present connection. Suffice it that there was a rather marked 
disagreement among the judges. For simplicity's sake we shall 
consider only ten typical judges. The first letter, when estimated 
as to the intelligence of the writer, is located all the way from 3 to 
17, where a rating of 1 indicates the most intelligence and 25 indi
cates the least. This same letter gets a rating of from 2 to 23 for 
tact; from 4 to 19 for reIiability, and from 1 to 13 for neatness. In 
other words, some judges rate the applicant as inferred from his 
letter very much more highly in some of these traits than do other 
judges. Taking the next letter in the same fashion the ranks as
signed by these ten judges vary for intelligence from 4 to 45, for 
tact from 1 to 24, for reliability from 4 to 20, and for neatness from 
4 to 25. A third letter similarly gives estimates of intelligence from 
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5 to 25, of tact from 2 to 25, of reliability from 2 to 25, and of neat
ness from 3 to 18. These are sufficient to illustrate the disagree
ment between the different judges and are by no means atypical 
of the results of the other forty judges. H they had shut their eyes 
while considering the tact of the writers, the judges would have 
agreed with one another regarding the order of the letters about as 
weIlas they actually did with their eyes open. The same thing was 
true regarding the estimates of the writers' reliability. The situa
tion is slightly improved with reference to neatness and intelligence, 
but not to any great extent. Thus it seems that the reliability of 
the estimates from the standpoint of the agreement of the judges 
with one another is rather low. 

To study reliability from the other standpoint of agreement of the 
judge with himself, we may consider the results of the ten judges 
who repeated the ranking procedure a second time one month sub
sequently and correlate their two sets of estimates, Such correla
tions will show, for instance, whether a given judge ranks the same 
letter high in intelligence in both first and second trials and rates 
another letter low in intelligence in both cases. These correlation 
coefficients are given in Table LXV. This table shows, for in
stance, that with Judge A his initial arrangement of letters from 
the standpoint of intellligence correlates .59 with his arrange
ment a month later. However, his initial and final arrangements 
for tact correlate to the extent of only .40, while the correspond
ing coefficients for neatness and reliability are .50 and .67 and the 
average of these four correlations is .M. This average gives a fair 
notion of the reliability or consistency of Judge A. It represents a 
fair agreement between his two ratings. In other words, he has 
not utterly changed his mind. A glance at the figures in the table 
shows that Judges B, D, and I are rather effective from this stand
point, whereas C and F are distinctly inferior. These latter are 
manifestly inconsistent with themselves and apparently change 
their minds very appreciably. H they were hiring employees on 
the basis of letters of application, many a person's destioy would 
hinge on the day when his letter happened to arrive or on what 
the employment man had eaten for lunch. 

The results may also be considered from the standpoint of the 
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TAB"" LXV. CORRELATION BETWEEN ESTIMATES OF TlwTs FRO .. LET_ 
TERS OF APPLICATION MADE ONE MONTII APAJJ.T 1 

J .... lNTZLLIGIII.."I:CI: T."" RELLUULI'l'Y NEATNUII AvmJlAOB 

A .59 .40 .50 .67 .54 

B .72 .72 .73 .72 .72 

C .08 .40 .27 .38 .28 

D .72 .44 .65 .88 .67 

E .60 .63 .20 .44 .47 

F .31 .18 .23 -.14 .21 

G .44 .52 .46 .92 .60 

H .62 .31 .45 .51 .47 

I .65 .71 .73 .91 .75 

J .63 .42 .62 .71 .57 

Average .54 .47 .47 .60 .53 

I From HoUlncworth'. Judqi'llll HU1ItQft C~, by pormisaion of D. Apploton and Com .. 
PADY, Now York. 

agreement of the individual judges with the consenSus of opinion of 
all the judges. Some apparently agree more closely with the con
sensus than do others, but it proves rather difficult to locate an 
expert, i.e., one wbose individual opinion is tantamOlmt to the 
combined opinion of all. The results of this study then are a 
trifle discouraging from the standpoint of the consistency of the 
estimates of the judges based on letters of application. 

It is rather probable that the unsatisfactory character of the re
sults is partia.\ly due to the halo effect mentioned in the previous 
chapter. As a matter of fact in the present study it was found that 
there was a high intercorrelation between the traits. These inter
correlations are given in Table LXVI. Each entry represents the 
correlation between the trait listed at the end of the row and at the 
top of the column in which that entry appears. The correlations of 
intelligence with tact and reliability and of tact with reliability are 
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TABU LXVI. INTERCORllELATIONS OF ESTIMATES OF TRAl'l'S BASED Olf . 
LE'M'EllS OF APPLICATIOIf 1 

T."" R.m.wm.rrr If ....... 

Intelligence .............. .92 .91 .82 

Tact .................... .91 .85 

Reliability ............... .84 

1 Arter Walton. 

over .90 and the other correlations are over .80. Manifestly the 
rater found it difficult to discriminate intelligence from tact or 
from reliability or to discriminate any of the traits from one another 
when makjng his estimates on the basis of the letter of applica,
tion. It was largely a matter of general impression. 

Experiments on the validity of estimates based on letters of appli
cation have been conducted in one instance. (458.) Twenty-five 
seniors in a school for religious workers wrote personal letters of 
application for positions of the sort for which they were preparing. 
These letters were submitted to twelve members of the faculty 
at the Union Theological Seminary who ranked them according to 
the degree to which the individual's letter indicated" general fit
ness for the position." To obtain a criterion by which to evaluate 
these estimates, five of the students' teachers ranked them accord
ing to general ability, intelligence, and tact. They were similarly 
rated by one another - each student ranking the other twenty-four 
members of the group in these traits. It is interesting to note that 
the teachers' and the student associates' ratings correspond closely 
for general ability with a correlation of .90 and for intelligence with a 
correlation of .83. The correlation for tact is .59. However, the 
real problem is the extent to which the estimates made from the 
letters of application agree with the estimates made by teachers or 
associates who are actua.JJy acquainted with the individuals. These 
correlations are given in Table LXVII. For instance, the correla
tion between general fitness for this type of work in the opinion of 
those evaluating the letters and general ability as estimated by the 
teachers who were in contact with the applicants in question is .56, 
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TABLE LXVII. CoRRELATION BE'1 WEEN EsTnu.n:s 01' GENERAL FrmEss 
)'OR A POSITION BASED ON LE'l"TEBs 01" ,ApPLICA!l'ION AND 

ESTIHATES OJ' TBArrs BY AcqUAINTANCES 1 

TzAcmma A~A:ra 1'EAcmmo .... 
.Aaeoc:i 1D:8 

General ability ...•••..•.. .56 .46 .50 

Intelligence .••...•••..... .58 .44 .44 

Tact .•.................. .20 .18 .22 

s After Po1leDberser aDd VartaDiaD. 

whereas the correIation between this same estimate from the letters 
and the judgment of student associates as to general ability is .46. 
When the judgments of teachers and associates are combined for 
each individual into a single judgment of general ability, these 
figures correlate with the estimates from the letters to the extent of . 
.50. Similar correlations are given for the other traits. 

It is to be noted that there is a fair correIation between estimates 
of general fitness based on the letters and estimates by acquaint
ances as to general ability and as to intelligence. However, the 
estimates of tact are apparently of no value as far as correlation 
with the criterion is concerned. 

It is interesting to compare the results obtained by pooling the 
estimates of all the judges with that obtained by the individual 
judges. If the results for each of the twelve judges are correlated 
separately with the criterion, combining the three traits into a 
eingIe figure for a given judge, the average of these correlations is 
.37. If, on the other hand, the estimates for all the judges are 
combined in a single figure for each candidate and these pooled 
estimates are correlated with the criterion, the correlation is .46. 
This is the same tendency that has been found in other connec
tions, namely, that better results are obtained by combining the 
estimates of a number of judges than by taking the estimates of . 
any particular judge. The correlation between the criterion and 
average estimates is usually larger than the average of the corre
lations between the criterion and individual estimates. This aug-
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gests the possibility, if members of a staff are evaluating applica
tion letters, of adopting a technique whereby they independently 
rate the letters and have these ratings then combined into a single 
figure for each letter. 

Graphology. A word should perhaps be said regarding graphol
ogy in the present connection, because some employers may have 
the notion that they can infer various character traits from the 
handwriting of the application letter. Most of the generalizations 
in this field are based on a.naIogy. It is assumed that writing con
tinuously from letter to letter denotes coherent thought, while' 
writing the letters with breaks between them indicates that the 
person ,is addicted to flashes of inspiration; that heavy writing de-' 
notes strength of will and persistence; that large bold writing is 
made by a person with imagination and ambition. These conclu
sions are not based on empirical evidence. Even such reasoning as 
that neatness in writing connotes general neatness is unwarranted. 
Habits are specific rather than general. Ambition to win in golf 
does not necessarily denote desire to do one's best in the factory. 
Enthusiasm for social contact at a dance differs from desire to meet 
people from behind a cashier'S window. Neatness in handwriting 
or in personal appearance is not a universaJ index of neatness in 
clerical work. 

When the alleged assumptions of graphology are evaluated 
statistically the results are similar to those found by similar statis
tical studies of the cIa.ims of physiognomy. (Cf. Chapter II.)' 
A group of fraternity members rated one another with respect to 
the following traits: ambition, pride, bashfulness, force, persever-' 
ance, and reserve. Their handwriting was then analyzed with 
reference to alleged criteria of these traits such as lines sloping up
hill or down or fine or heavy lines. (254.) The correlations ranged 
from .38 to -.20 and two thirde of them were negative. The 
conclusion was drawn that .. there is no indication whatever of 
these six character traits being betrayed by the signs that grapholo
gists accept. Perhaps there are other signs that do betray charac
ter traits, but if so the characterologists are keeping it a secret and 
careful scientific investigators are unable to discover any." In 
another instance the judges estimated the intelligence of a large 
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number of students on the basis of samples of their handwriting in 
a uniform piece of dictation. The estimstes were compared with 
results in an intelligence test. The correlations for the different 
judges ranged from .16 to -.16, indicating utter inability to judge 
intelligence from handwriting. (428.) It is possible to tell the sex 
of persons from their writing only about 60 per cent of the time, 
while, of course, one could guess correctly 50 per cent of the time 
without looking at the writing at all. It seems that about all that 
writing manifests is the neatness or perseverance or some other 
trait involved in actually writing the letter. 

Estimates of one's self. Inasmuch as the writer of a letter of 
application often gives some evaluation of his own traits or capaci
ties, it is in point to consider hpw well one can evaluate himself. 
Studies in which persons have rated themselves in various traits 
and have bad their ratings compared with the ratings of intimste 
acquaintances reveal the tendencies. (244.) In one instance 
twenty-five persons ranked one another, themselves included, in a 
list of traits. For a given trait the average rank assigned an in
dividual by his associates was taken as his actual possession of the 
trait. It was then possible to note how the rank he assigned him
self deviated from this "true" rank. These results are shown in 
the first column of Table LXVIII, which gives the average of such 
figures for all the individuals. For purposes of comparison there 
was also computed the average agreement among the judges in 
estimating each trait. These figures appear in the second column. 
In this case a purely chance arrangement would give an average 
deviation of a little over six steps. The self-estimates in general 
deviate to almost this extent, while the estimstes by acquaintances 
are appreciably better. The results for another group of individ
uals who performed a similar experiment are given in the last col
umn of the table. It shows the tendency to overestimate ( + ) or 
underestimate (-) one's traits relative to the average estimate of 
acquaintances. The tendency seems to be to overestimate one's 
self in the more desirable traits and to underestimate one's self -
i.e., give one's self a higher rating than is deserved - in the un
desirable traits. Consequently, statements regarding an appli
cant's mental traits in his own letter, even though sincere, are of 
dubious value. 
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TABLE LXVIn. ESTIMATES OF ONE'S SELF COMPARED WITH ESTIMATES 
BY ONE'S AssoCIATES 1 

AVllRAom Dm-- AVBRAOZ DEV1~ AVERA.GJI On:!!:-PLACEMENT 0 ... 
ATJONS OJl' Ea'l'I- UTlUA'l'ION OJ' SEra-.EsTu.u.TE8i 

I'ROM ESTIMATES 
MATER OF A8&Ooo s. ... 

CW AasocUTSIi 
caT .. 

Neatness. ............... . 5.8 4.5 +1.8 
Intelligence .............. 6.0 3.7 +3.0 
Humor .. _ .............. . 7.3 4.5 +5.2 
Conceit ................ .. 5.7 4.1 -1.7 
Beauty .................. 6.0 3.8 +0.2 
Vulga.rity ................ 6.1 3.5 -4.2 
Snobbishn ................ 5.1 4.8 -2.0 
Refinement .............. 7.2 5.9 +6.3 
Social!ility ............... 5.4 4.7 +2.2 
Average ................. 6.1 4.4 

I From Hollingworth's Jvdgif19 Hv._ CIumJ.t::Utr, by perDli-.ion of D. Appleton and CoIJloo 
pany. New Y wk. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Dilliculties. Recommendations are required in many employ
ment situations. When a prospective employer does not know the 
applicant personally, it seems perfectly logical to make inquiry of 
some one who does. If the former employer to whom inquiry is 
made is serious and fair and his ability to judge traits accurate, 
his recommendation should be of some actual value, but there are 
difficulties with the procedure on these very points. The first of 
these, about which unfortunately it is impossible to obtain scientific 
evidence, is the bias or carelessness of the writer of the recommen
dation. "The recommendation is often sealed with a shrug and 
opened with a smile." (244.) The writer is often led to overstate 
the case. He may desire thereby to facilitate the exit of a present 
employee and to "wish" him on some one else. In such cases the 
"enthusiasm of the writer may indicate only his joy at a separation 
long overdue." On the other hand, the writer may be led to under
state the case. He may perhaps have had some disagreeable ex
perience with the man so that he wishes him to receive unfavorable. 
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consideration or he may be anxious to keep the employee who is 
nevertheless seeking other openings and hence misrepresent the 
man's actual ability in order to prevent some one else from hiring 
him away. In other instances the writer may have no particular 
bias, but may simply make inadequate statements of a perfunctory 
character. Many recommendations are of this sort. The writer 
feels some doubt as to'the value of the whole procedure and as to 
his ability to evaluate the candidate and simply uses certain set or 
conventioual terms on a1\ such occasions. In such instances the 
apparently detrimental content of the recommendation does not 
reflect the applicant's lack of ability, but rather the writer's apathy 
regarding the applicant's destiny. 

Supposing, however, that the writer of the recommendation is un
biased and tries to do his best in evaluating the applicant, there are 
other possible sources of error and other factors that should be con
sidered before attaching much significance to his statements. Some
thing depends on the aspects in which he is called upon to evaluate 
the applicant. The preceding chapter showed the necessity for 
working out carefully the details of a rating procedure and of train
ing the raters if any great value is to be achieved in considering 
character traits. This has obvious implications regarding the value 
of estimates made by untrained persons in writing a recommend&
tion. Some aspects, however, may not be as bad as others. It 
has been pointed out that the more objective traits are rated some
what more re1iably than the subjective. In evaluating a rec0m

mendation perhaps more significance should thus be attached to a 
statement regarding objective than to one regarding subjective 
traits. 

Another thing that should be considered is the relation between 
the one making the recommendation and the applicant with es
pecial reference to the conditions under which the former has gen
era1Iy observed the latter. H the applicant has been a pupil or 
parishioner of the recommender, the conditions of observation will 
have been somewhat different from what they would have been if 
he were an employee. The conditions under which a trait is judged 
makes some difference in the re1iability of its estimation as the fol
lowing study shows. (244.) A group of teachers rated one another 
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in seven different traits. A group of students rated one another in 
these same traits and finally a group of students judged their 
teachers in these traits. In each instance the reliability of each 
trait was determined by computing the agreement of the judges 
with each other. The results appear in Table LXIX. The actual 

TABLE LXIX. OJmER OF RELIABILITY OF EsTnuTES OF ThArrs 1 

TzACBltBIJ JUDO- &roD~JUDQ- SruDmmI JUDO-
"'0 'l'EAauoos UiQ5ToDE!rr."'l'8 lNO 'l'EAauoos 

Efficiency .••.••.......... 1 2 5 
Energy .•................ 2 4 3 
Leadership ............... 3 3 7 
Independence ••.......... 4 1 6 
Cooperativeness . ......... 5 6 4 
Cheerfuln ................. 7 5 2 
Kindliness ............... 6 7 1 

I From. HoIlinporth'a Jwlgifll/ B .... ~. by pBI'IIlMioD of D. AppletoD. aDd Como 
p&IIJ'. New Yark. 

deviations are not shown, but merely the relative order of reliability 
for the traits. For instance, with teachers judging teachers effi
ciency is rated with the most reliability, while with students judging 
students the most reliable estimates are for independence. There 
is obviously a fair correspondence between the relative reliability 
of the traits when teachers judge teachers and when students judge 
students. The results are quite different when the students are 
judging the teachers. Some of these reversals are quite under
standable. Estimates of kindliness and cheerfulness, for instance, 
are most reliable for the students judging the teachers and much 
less reliable for teachers jU9ging one another. Kindliness is a 
thing which the students would collectively have a chance to ob
serve in the classroom and the same thing would be true of cheer
fulness. Under these circumstances the students would, therefore, 
make rather uniform judgments of those traits inasmuch as they 
would observe them operating under the same conditions.· The 
teachers judging one another, however, do not make their judg- ' 
ments under uniform conditions, and one of them will see & man in 



41i EMPLOYMENT PSYCHOLOGY 

a situation where his kindness will manifest itself and another in a 
situation where there is no such opportunity. On the other hand, 
leadership is rather poorly judged by the students. It apparently 
does not manifest itself in the classroom situation. Fellow teachers, 
however, have rather common criteria in the social environment by 
which to estimate the leadership of the teacher in question and do 
so more effectively than students. The point then is that esti
mates of traits depend for their value to quite an extent upon the 
relation between the judge and the judged. It would seem offhand 
that the recommendation of a former employer who had observed 
the individual in the actual industrial situation would be more 
valuable than that of a person whose observation had heen con
fined to other situations. 

Kinds of recommendatipns. There are three general kinds of 
recommendations. The first is the testimonial which the appli
cant solicits and takes with him when leaving an employer. This 
type of testimonial is usually a brief ststement of satisfactory serv
ice. It cannot go into much dets.il nor give anything of a confi
dential character because the applicant sees the letter himself. 
A second type of recommendation consists of a letter written 
directly to the prospective employer at the request of the applicant. 
This is somewhat better than the former type because it involves 
confidential material; the previous employer can write with little 
restraint, and if he cares to do so can give an unbiased account of 
the individual's qualifications as far as he can judge them. The 
third type of recommendation consists of a letter in response to an 
inquiry from a prospective employer to some previous employer. 
This has the great advantage of ca\ling for, and probably obtaining, 
the specific information that is wanted. Whereas in the other cases 
the prospective employer may receive a lot of high-sounding irrele
vant material, in this case he obtains information primarily on 
the points which he considers significant in. his particular situa
tion. 

The 1ast of these types of recommendation is the only one that is 
worth !!erious scientific consideration. The conventional method is 
to write a simple personal letter of inquiry, but there is the possi
bility of some refinements in this method. It is feasible, for in-
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stance, to construct the inquiry in such a way as to save a lot of 
time on the part of the one answering it as well as on that of the one 
who is subsequently to evaluate it. While it is possible to ask 
specific questions requiring a more or less detailed answer, a cue 
may be taken from the general technique of mental tests. Instead 
of using questions requiring sentences for an answer, one may ob
tain the same information by having the writer merely indicate his 
answers by a few check marks or at the most by a few words. In 
mental tests, for instance, instead of asking the subject to write the 
opposite of the words, we present several alternatives and he checks 
the correct one. Exactly this same procedure may frequently be 
adapted to the recommendation blank. The following blank is 
typical. 

Dear Sir: 
Mr .........•.. bas applied te us for a position 88 .•.••••••••• and 

bas named you 88 a former employer. It will help us if, in entire confidence, 
you will give us the information requested below. We shall be glad te re
ciprocate at any time. 

1. In your opinion is he honest and responsible? yes ...... No .••••• 
2. Is he temperate with tebacco and alcohol? yes ...... No .•.•.• 
3. Does he possess skill in the work named above? 

High skill ..••..• Generally qualified .•••••. Doubtful ....... No 
skill ..... . 

4. He states that he was in your employ as ...•••.•.... from .....••••• 
te............ Does this correspond te your record? yes .••••• 
No ..... . 

5. He states that he left because .................................. . 
III this an adequate statement? yes .•.... No .....• 

6. He states that he received in sa1ary or commission .......... .. 
per. . . . . . . . . . . . Is this correct? yes ...... No .•.••• 

7. Would you reemploy him? yes ...... No .••••• 
8. U not will you please give reasons. '.' •.•••••••••••.•.•.••••••••• 

9. U you have further information that will assist us in helping him 
make the moat of his opportunity, kindly indicate it ..... . 

10. U you have further information that cao better be given in personal 
communication with our representative. check here . ...•. 

For obtaining information dealing more specifically with various 
traits a scheme somewhat similar to a rating scale· has sometimes 
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been used. After an introductory statement like the PrecedinlL the 
reader is requested to check or ring the word in each line tnat mos, 
nearly describes the applicant. 

Phvsical Commanding Pleasirig Average Unattractive Insig-
appearance nificant 
Clother Stylish Wen dressed Ordinary Untidy Shabby 
Manner. Obtrusive Friendly Wen mannered Retiring Bashful 
Ambition Keenly ambitious Moderately ambitious Easily satisfied 

Indifferent Lacking • 
Application Exceptionally industrious Industrious Performs work as

signed Shiftless Lazy 
P.,.8i8tence Very persistent Determined Ordinary Easily discouraged 

A quitter 
popularity Very popular Good mixer Average Exclusive Unpopular· 
Paren18 Wealthy Well olI Moderate circumstances Working people 

Poor 

The above items are, of course, merely suggestive and would ., 
necessarily vary with ditIerent occupations. However, recasting 
the recommendation blank into this form enables the prospective 
employer to obtain the desired information with a minimum outlay 
of time on the part of the one filling out the blank and of the one 
evaluating it. If an individual is repeatedly solicited for recom
mendations which he must answer at length, he naturally drops 
into perfunctory habits. If, however, the request is presented in 
such a fashion that he can in a very few minutes check the answers, 
he will react to it much more favorably and be more apt to exercise 
his best judgment. 

THE INTERVIEW 

Employees are seldom hired and probably should not be hired 
without a personal interview by some member of the staff. In the 
first place, there is a rather general feeling that it is desirsble to see 
the applicant and talk to him with a view to sizing-up certain 
traits that might not be revealed by other procedure. In the second 
place, the interview may give to the applicant information about 
the nature of the proposed work and about the company so that his 
subsequent experience will not run counter to his initiiLI impres
sions. In the third place, the interview affords an opportunity to 
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make a friend for the company so that the applicant will desire to 
work for it. 

The first of the foregoing functions is the one that has received 
the greatest stress and experimental study. If the information as 
to the applicant's mental or other qualifications revealed by the 
interview ill valid, this constitutes, of course, a convenient and ex
peditious method of hiring. Many executives have, however, a 
probably unfounded confidence in their ability to predict occupa
tional success by this method. At any rate, the interview is such a 
common practice that it is desirable to investigate its worth scien
tifically, particularly from the standpoint of the value of judg
ments regarding the applicant's qualifications. Interviews vary 
widely in character. In some cases a rather perfunctory set of 
questions is asked with a view merely to keeping the applicant en
gaged while he can be watched. In other cases a more flexible and 
exhaustive questioning is used with a view to obtaining as much in
formation as possible about the applicant's qualifications. 

Factors making for unreliability. The customary interview pro
cedure is not all that can be desired, for there are a number of 
psychological factors that tend to produce unreliability. In the 
first place,the interviewer is prone to use personal generalizations 
about such things as physiognomy. (Cf. Chapter II.) If one has, 
for instance, had an unpleasant experience with some person with a 
long nose or red hair, he is likely to impute the same unpleasant 
characteristics to an applicant possessing these same physiognomic 
aspects. Many persons have some almost unconscious generaliza
tions of this sort which doubtless considerably influence their 
judgment of people whom they observe. To be sure, such gener
alizations may occasionally be sound and based on psychological 
principles, but the difficulty is that it is impossible to ascertain 
whether or not the generalization is sound uuless recourse is had to 
statistical methods. The interviewer should then note whether he 
is using generalizations of this sort and should guard against them 
unless he actually knows that they have a statistical foundation. 

A second factor making for unreliability of the interview is the 
frequent assumption that habits are general rather than specific. 
It is assumed that a habit formed in one field with reference to one' 
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kind of situation will operate equally in other fields. This tend
ency was mentioned in connection with the letter of application. 
A very common 8&'!umption is that the applicant who is neat in 
dress will be likewise neat in work, or that a person wbo talks 
rapidly and seems very much alive will be a rapid worker, or that 
one with awkward physical posture will be inaccurate and clumsy 
in his manual work. As a matter of fact habits are not usually 
generalized to this extent, but are more frequently specific in char
acter. A habit involves essentially the forming of a path of low 
resistance between two portions of the nervous system 80 that wben 
an impulse reaches one of these portions, it will discharge readily 
into tbe other. This tends to make succeeding impulses discharge 
in the original direction rather than spread out in a general fashion. 
The habit, for instance, of looking in a mirror and adjusting the 
necktie deals specifically with the motions involved in adjusting the 
tie and not with the motions involved in making a micrometer 
adjustment on machine tools. The neural pathways in the two 
instances are quite dilTerent. Again, the nervous connections that 
lead to the speech muscles of a rapid talker do not lead to his hands 
and give a presumption that he will be rapid in manual work. 
Similarly, a person who is clumsy in the control of his larger 
muscles, feet, and arms may not be equally clumsy with the fine 
coordinations of his fingers in doing delicate machine work. It is 
easy to conceive special cases in which, even if the habit were 8Ome
what generalized, other factors would enter to break it down. An 
applicant for an executive position might present himself with 
grimy hands. This might not reflect personal untidiness, but 
rather the fact that while waiting for a job in his own line he took a 
mechanical job as the next best thing. The particular traits 
leading him to make such a shift might really be of the 80rt that 
would make him better qualified for the executive position. In 
other instances a person might be 80mewhat unkempt because of 
such tremendous interest in an invention or piece of research that 
he was conducting that he temporarily neglected his appearance. 

A third factor that contributes to the unreliability of the inter
view is the "nervousness" of the applicant. It is quite possible 
that many an applicant, in the excitement of the situation, par-
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ticularly if it is a very important matter for him, will be in a dis
tinctly abnonnaI mental condition. An individual who is usually 
fairly calm may under these circumstances show what seems like 
distinct nervous instability. In giving tests it will be recalled that 
a "shock-absorber" test often precedes the tests proper to allevi
ate this initial emotional disturbance. A skillfuI interviewer will 
probably be able to determine in the course of the conversation 
whether or not the applicant is in such a state and in the former 
instance should be able to remedy the condition. 

Demonstration at unreliability_ While the foregoing factOrs 
presumably make for unreliability of the interview, it is further 
possible to study the matter statistically in the same fashion that 
reliability hss been studied in other connections. Fifty_ven ap
pliCSiIlts for sales positions were interviewed individually by twelve 
different sales managers. (244, 65.) These managers were allowed 
to conduct the interviews in whatever fashion they wished, but at 
the conclusion were required to mte the individual as to "suita
bility for the position in question." These mtings were then cast 
into such form that it W88 possible to assign each applicant a mnk 
from 1 to 57 for each judge. The results for a typical group of ap
plicants are given in Table LXX. It will be seen that there is a 
marked disagreement among the interviewers. Applicant C, for 
instance, is placed first by one interviewer and fifty-third by 
another. Several other applicants show discrepancies in the mt
ings of about this magnitude. It is to be remembered that these 
interviewers were sales managers of considerable experience in 
making such judgments and the extent of their disagreement in 
mting the same applicants is mther disquieting. 

In another instance six sales managers interviewed thirty-<!ix 
applicants for sales positions. (521.) The results may be·summar
ized in a word. With twenty-eight of the thirty-<!ix applicants the 
managers disa"areed as to whether the individual should be in the 
upper or the lower half of the group. 

Another similar study was made in employing truck salesmen_ 
(541.) A want ad was inserted in the paper and on the basis of the 
letters received twelve applicants selected. They were inter
viewed individually by six sales managers and also by a psycholo-
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TABLE LXX. RANXB AssIGNED APPLICANTS BY BALEs MANAGEBS WHO 
l>mmvIEwED TBE.u 1 

S ...... MAMAGIIIIS ....... -
CONr 

I D m IV V VI VD vm IX X XI XU 

A 33 46 6 56 26 32 12 38 23 22 22 9 
B 36 50 43 17 51 47 38 20 38 55 39 9 
C 33 10 6 21 16 9 20 2 57 28 1 26 
D 44 25 13 46 7 8 43 11 17 12 20 9 
E 54 41 33 19 28 46 8 10 56 8 19 26 
F 18 13 13 8 11 15 15 21 32 18 25 9 
G 33 2 13 16 28 46 46 32 55 4 16 9 
H 13 40 6 24 51 49 49 52 54 29 21 33 
I 2 36 6 23" 11 7 7 17 6 5 6 9 
J 43 11 13 11 37 40 40 46 25 15 29 1 

gist as to fitness for the position. There was a fair agreement 
among the interviewers as to the two best and the two worst candi
dates. In the other cases, however, the agreement was very little, 
indeed. The average deviation of the judges was a trifle over three 
places, and inasmuch as there were only twelve possible places this 
deviation was very serious. Mter the estimates were pooled to get 
a consensus of opinion, it was possible to estimate the reIiability of 
any individual judge by correlating his rating with the consensllS. 
The correlations for the seven judges were as follows: .12, .38, .01, 
.72, .58, .47, and .71. The last of these is the correlation for the 
psychologist. He did practically as well as any of the experienced 

" sales managers. 

Improvements in technique. The foregoing indicates some of the 
difficulties and the unreIiability involved when an interviewer is 
left to his own devices. This points to the desirability of making, 
if possible, some improvement in the technique of the interview or 
else of discarding it altogether. We have seen in other connections 
that if judgments are to be made a better result can usually be ob-

• tained by pooling the estimates of several judges than can be ob-
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tamed by an individual judge. The obvious implication is the de
sirability of employing more interviewers. If the applicant is 
interviewed by several members of the staft' and their judgments 
are pooled, there should theoretically be an increase in the value of 
the procedure. 

Another desirable feature of the interview is the establishment of 
rapport at the outset. Just as in mental test procedure it is desir
able to get the individual into the proper attitude so that he will 
cooperate and do his hest, it is likewise necessary in the interview to 
get him into this proper attitude. This requires tact and skill on 
the part of the interviewer. It is desirable to get the applicant's 
confidence and make him feel that effort is being made to help him 
as well as help the company. Given this initial rapport, the pro
cedure will probably go more smoothly and reliably as a result. 

A third feature is the use of crucial questions the value of which 
is actually known. An analysis of the job and the job specifica
tions will often indicate the type of information that is most valu
able in a given case. Knowing what is needed, the interviewer can 
then go after that definite information which will be relevant. Care 
should be taken, however, that the questioning is not too cursory, 
but sufficiently flexible so that the applicant will reveal his own 
characteristics. 

A fina1 suggestion for improving the interview technique consists 
of having in mind during the interview certain specific traits which 
are to be observed. If, for instance, the interviewer is watching for 
such things as appearance, manner, energy, cooperativeness, and 
confidence, he may continually have these things before him during 
the conversation. Some concerns go 80 far as to have a blank for 
recording "interviewer's impressions." Traits such as the fore
going are listed on this blank and the interviewer makes notes 
covering these definite points during the conversation. This pro
cedure has the advantage of directing the attention to certain 
specific things and getting away from mere general impressions to a 
critical evaluation of definite traits. . 

Rating scale for interviewers. Instead of merely having before 
him a list of traits as a guide while making his estimation, it is 
possible for the interviewer actually to use in systematic fashion a 
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rating scaJe similar to that described in the preceding chapter. 
The details of the development of a rating scaJe will not be repeated, 
but it is possible to adapt the technique of the ordinary rating scale 
to the conditions of the interview. In order to make actual rat
ings, to be sure, it is often necessary to know the individual and to 
have observed him for some time. Some traite, however, may 
manifest themselves to a certain extent at first sight. Moreover, 
employment men often find it necessary to make at least some sort 
of an estimate of a man in a preliminary interview. This estimate 
may be better than nothing and whatever may be done to increase 
ite reliability is desirable. The a.ctuaJ traite to be estimated in any 

· given case will depend on the local situation and the nature of the 
· vocation and whether they are of a sort that can be judged without 
long a.cquaintance. 

The following procedure is typical of the man-to-man scaJe used 
· for an employment interview. The interviewer is first of all pro
vided with a rating scale blank on which he is to make up his master 
Beale after the fashion described in Chapter XII. 

INTERVIEWER'S B.A.TlNG SCALE FOR EXECUTIVES 

Make up a list of twenty-five or more executives whom you know very 
well. Include in this list some who rank very high, some who are inter
mediate, and some very low in traits such as appearance, energy, social 
attitude, tact, and initiative. Be sure that your preliminary list is repre
sentative. 

Appearanc<l and man...... Disregard every characteristic of the execu
tive except the way he will impress people by his physical bearing, neatn .... 
and facial expression. Consider whether he will be repulsive or whether he 
will fall somewhere between the extremes. Select from your list the man 
who ranks the highest in this respect and note his name on the finlt line 
,.hich is marked "Highest Mr ............. " Then select the one who 
ranks lowest in appearance and manner and put him on the bottom line. 
Then, still considering only this same factor, select a man on your lis' 
who falls midway between highest and lowest, indicating him on the 
middle line. Then determine one who ranks between the highest and the 
middle and IID,other who ranks between the middle and the lowest indicat
ing their names on the appropriate lines. 

Highest .. . Mr. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . •• 20 
High ..... Mr ....••....... o ••••••••••••••••••• 16 
Middle .... 1Ir ............ ~ • .. . • • . . . • • . . • • • • • • . . .• 13 
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I.<>w •••••. Mr ........ ,','0'",', .'.... .................... 8 
Lowest .... Mr ........... " .. . . ......... . . . . . . .. .. . '" 

Energy. Consider the executives on your list from the standpoint of 
energy, thet is, the way in which they actually go at their work. They will 
probably range all the way from listless up through the type thet gets 
things done to the one who is full of energy or is a "live wire." Consider
ing only this characteristic of energy select the one man from your list 
who possesses it to the greatest degree and put his name on the first ·line. 
Similarly ee1ect the one who ranks the worst in this respect and list him on 
the last line. Fill in the names for the others just as you did with reference 
to the preceding trait. 

Highest ... Mr. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 20 
High ..... Mr ................................. 16 
Middle .... Mr ................................. 12 
Low ...... Mr................................. 8 
Lowest .... Mr................................. 4 

Social attitude. Consider each of your men from the standpoint of how 
he will act when meeting peeple in a bnsiness way, whether he will be for
mal and oonstrained or meet peeple halfway and manifest a breeoy in
formality. On the hasis of this trait alone select five of your men ia the 
preceding fashion and list them on the appropriste lines. 

Highest ••. Mr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . .. 20 
High ..•... Mr ................................. 16 
Middle .... Mr... •••••• •• • • • • • • •• • • . • . • •• . . • • •. 12 
Low ...... Mr................................. 8 
Loweet .•.. Mr . . •. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '" 

Tact. Consider them from the standpoint of their ability to get along 
hermoniously with other individuals. Observe whether they antagonize, 
make only occasional breaks or are extremely tactful and hermonious. 
On the basis of teet eeleet five of your men as in the preeeding cases and 
enter their names on the following lines: 

IDghest •.. Mr. . . . • . .. • • . . . • . . • • . . . . • • • • • .. . . . . .. 20 
High ...... Mr ................................. 16 
Middle .... Mr. ... . ... . . . . . . . .. . . . . ... . . . . . . ... 12 
Low ...••. Mr. ............................. ... 8 
Lowest ..•. Mr. . . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 4 

1 .. itWWe. Consider their tendency to get things done in the face- of 
obstecles or opposition. They may be very meek and irresolute or they 
may possess various degrees of stick-to-itiveness. Bearing in mind this 
trait alone eelect 5 men in the preceding fashion and list them on the foUo". 
ins lines: 
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Highest ... Mr. . . . .. . . . . . . . .... .. . . .. .. .. . . . ... 20 
High ...... Mr ................................. 16 
Middle .... Mr ................................. 12 
Low ...... Mr ................................. 8 
Lowest .... Mr................................. 4 

The interviewer at his leisure fills out a blank simiJar to the above. 
He now has his master scale by which he Ill&y evaluate the in
dividual in the interview. The technique then consists of having 
this master scale before him while conducting the interview and 
actually comparing the applicant with the various men on the scale 
in the di1lerent traits there listed. If the applicant with reference 
to appearance, for instance, impresses him as simiJar to the first 
Ill&n listed on the master scale, he assigns him a value of 20. A 
separate "interviewer's rating blank" is, of course, provided for 
recording these judgments. 

The interviewer Ill&y make these judgments during the conversa
tion and record them as he forms them or he Ill&y possiblY hold 
them in memory till the conclusion of the interview and note them 
shortly thereafter. In general it would seem better to make some 
notations even during the interview. Certain acts of the applicant 
Ill&y indicate a marked presence or absence of some trait which 
would perhaps be forgotten before the end of the conference. The 
essential point, however, is that the interviewer has before him this 
concrete master scale with which he is comparing the applicant 
man·to-man while he is talking to him. 

The method of rating by defined groups Ill&y likewise be used in 
this connection. A typical blank might read as follows: 

lNrImVlEWER'S RATING ScALlO POR ExECllTlVES 

Imagine all the executives of this type whom you have ever known 
divided into five classes of equal Bile on the basis of each of the traits listed 
below. Have this blank before you and keep the classes in mind during the 
interview. Try to compere the applicant with these other groupS and de
termine in which he should be located. Consider one trait at a time. 
If you cannot reach a decision regarding a certain one, pass on to the others 
and return to it later in the interview. When you have eorne to a decision 
regarding a certain trait, check in the appropriate column. You may grade 
as finelY as you wish by placing the check toward the right or left of a 001-
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umn according as you ccmsider that the applicant stands high or low in a 
given group. 

La ...... N= M'IDD~ N .... H,.".... Law",", IbGBESr FIrm FIrm FIrm FIrm FIrm 

Appoaram:e and ............ .... .... . ....... . ....... -....... · ....... 
How he will imJ?reRS 
C1e by his physique, 

ing, neatness and 
facial expreBSion 

Energy. Whether Wy 
and ~ gets things 
done or is actual live 

... ..... ........ . ....... ... ..... · ....... 
wire. 

8o<i4l oItiftule. Whether ........ ....... . .. ...... .. ...... · ....... 
mee::.r.;:ple formally 
or way and in-
formally 

Tad. How he gets along ....... . ........ ........ .. ...... .... -, .. 
with people 

1_ Tenden~ to ....... . .. ...... ..... ... . ....... ........ 
stick and fat things 
done in the ace of op-
position 

In similar fashion the graphic rating scale may be adapted to use 
during the interview. A typical blank might be as follows: 

llrrERVll!lW1!:R'S RATING ScALB I'OB EXECUTIVES 

During the interview have in mind the traits listed below. Try to ob
serve the applicant as to the extent to which he J>OIl'!"9SI'S these various 
traits and indicate by a check mark on each line your judgment of the ap
plicant. Be careful to judge each trait independently of the others. If it 
is feasible to make theee judgments during the interview, do eo, although it 
may be desirable to postpone eome of them until the end. Mter the inter
view, go over the resuItsagain immediately, for you may wish to make eome 
slight revision. 

Appoaram:e and ........ 
aero Consider how he 
will impress persons 
·by his physique, hear
ing, neatoeFIS and fa.. 
cial expreBSion. 

Notice.
bIo 

Escites 
edmimtioa. 
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Eroargy. Considor the 
way he will preslllll&
bly go at his work. 

S.rim altitude. Con
sider how he will act 
when meeting people 
in business way. 

Tad. Consider his 
ability to get along 
harmonioqsiy with oth
en. 

Initiative. Consider 
his tendency to get 
things done in the 
faoe of ob.ta.o1ea. 

Full of .. DIm
"live wirOir 

Formal and .. ~ Somewhat 
~ 

WiD aet Halr· 
tbinaS done hearted 

Will meet 
ball .... 

Very tactful Willseldom Will make Indiscreet 

101 .... 

ma.ke & OCCB!oional 
break miatakea 

Moderate 
atick-to-it-
1-

Surmount. 
m~t ....... 

With bIa.nlm of this sort the interviewer can more adequately 
record his judgment of the applicant. The procedure of scoring 
and weighting the items is exactly the same as that given in the dis
cussion of rating scales. 1 

This rating scale procedure probably represents the best contri
bution that psychologists have made to date to the technique of 
conducting the interview. In the light of the general unreliability 
of estimates of traits and the danger that various factors will in
fluence judgment, any efforts to put the interview on a more 
scientific basis are worth considering. The rating scale technique 
which has proved of some value in passing judgment upon present 
employees may likewise contribute something" to the improvement 
of methods of hiring persons on the basis of " personal inter
view. 

While the foregoing discussion of the interview has centered UPOIl 

the question of obtaining information about the applicant, this 
should not be construed as minimizing its other functions. It 
should give, as well as obtain, information. Employment is not 
merely a process of selection - it should be a mutual process. 
The company is entitled, of course, to information about the appli
IlBIlt's qualifications, but the applicant likewise is entitled to in
formation about the company and the proposed job. Many a man 
takes a job under false pretenses on the part of the company. He 

• For a _hi. retina .. ala for intarriewiDe aaloomOll, of. 278, 10& 
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ilssumes that it is a stepping-stone to other work, but ~dslatef 
that it is a blind alley. He is shocked to find that it has much more 
dirt or much greater hazards, or is more irksome than he had antic
ipated. He supposed that his duties would be mainly inside the 
building, but discovers later that he has to go out on the road in 
cold weather. Probably it does not occur to him at the time of the 
interview to inquire regarding these matters. However, the sub
sequent development at variance with his assumptions produces 
a dissatisfied employee or even a "quit." This could have been 
obviated by foresight on the part of the interviewer. The appli
cant is questioned, tested, rated, recomme:nded, and a.na\yzed, and 
he is entitled to some reciprocal information. In the interest of 
ulterior satisfaction and harmony the interviewer should put the 
cards on the table and tell the s.pplicant s.bout all aspects of the 
proposed job that a.re of possible significance. Even though the 
applicant at the moment merely wants a job and a pay envelope, he 
should be compelled to enter the job with his eyes open, knowing its 
disadvantages as well as its advantages. 

In addition to giving information to the applicant the interviewer 
should etrive to make a friend for the company. The traditional 
importance of firet impression is applicable in this connection and 
the firet impression of the company which the man gets s.t short 
range is usually in the employment office. If the interviewer 
takes the proper attitude, and tries to interpret to the applicant the 
policies and ideals of the company, this may be the beginning of a 
permanent friendly relation. Effort may be definitely made to 
"sell" the company to the applicant. If he is thus sold and his 
attitude is firmly ingrained, this will often bridge some inevitable 
vicissitude in the industrial cycle and the employee will stick with 
the company and support it until matters are adjusted. Even if an 
applicant is rejected, but goes away with the feeling that this would 
be a fine place to work and transmits this feeling to his acquaint
ances, he constitutes an asset rather than a liability. 

Thus the employment interview has these three distinct func
tions. It obtains information about the applicant which may 
supplement other data, it gives to the applicant information about 
the company and the policies, and it makes a friend for the com- . 
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pany. The ideal interviewer should not be merely an flXAJl)iner or 
inquisitor, but also an instructor and a salesman. 

I!mIMABY 

While the technique of mental tests for employment purposes is 
preferable to the use of less objective indications of vocational ap
titude, there are situations in which these latter deserve considera
tion. They may sometimes prove a valuable supplement to tests. 
The more variables investigated, the greater the probability of 
finding some with high correlations with the criterion. Moreover, 
the best variables from the predictive standpoint are those which 
have low intercorrelations - i.e., involve discrete rather than 
overlapping factors; and it sometimes proves that the tests inter
correlate rather highly while the miscellaneous factors have low 
correlations with the tests. In this case the latter may well be 
embodied in the regression equation. In instances where test 
technique is not feasible at all, it is worth while to investigate these 
miscellaneous factors and determine their value so that they can be 
used more systematically than heretofore. 

Academic record in school or college has some predictive value. 
The school curriculum itself is a selective process inasmuch as the 
intelligent pupils progress more rapidly than the unintelligent. 
Statistical studies show that early marks in school are rather prog
nostic of later school marks. Academic achievement, moreover, 
seems related to the type of success that causes a listing in Who's 
Who, marks in technical school have been shown to bear some rela
tion to subsequent salary, and grades at West Point have been 
shown to be somewhat prognostic of military success. The amount 
of education obtained by the applicant may show whether he has 
mastered certain fundamentals which he will need in his vocation, 
and his rate of progress as shown by age and grade at leaving school 
is an indirect indication of his general intellectual capacity. Effi
ciency in some types of work, such as clerical, has shown appreciable 
correlations with years of schooling. Each situation, however, 
must be investigated for itself because equivocal results have been 
found. Achievement in special school subjects, such as manual 
training, has rather obvious implications regarding aptitude for 
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sinillar work. The choice of certain subjects in an elective curric
ulum gives some index of a person's interests and perhaps also of his 
abilities. However, school marks at best are distinctly inferior to 
tests where the latter are feasible. A three-hour test was far more 
predictive of the first two years' achievement in an engineering 
college than was the entire high school record. 

It is sometimes possible from a person's early proficiency in a 
given occupation to predict his subsequent success therein. With 
salesmen first-year production seemed a rather good index of pro
duction in following years. In a machine shop there proved to 
be a relation between the accidents encountered by an employee 
in successive quarters of the year. In some clerical jobs there was 
considerable relation between efficiency in successive months· 
especially with reference to speed. 

The items on personal history or application blanks have been 
analyzed as to their vocational significance. The technique con
sists of tabulating varioUs biographical items for different occupa
tional groups and noting which items are differential. The impli
cations of height and weight for heavy muscular work are obvious. 
A more subtle problem is the relation of stature to selling ability. 
Salesmen as a whole appear appreciably larger ·than the average 
man, but within a given selling organization it is sometimes found 
that the largest men are the best producers and sometimes, perhaps 
more frequently, that the best salesmen are those who are well 
above the average stature, but not of extremely large proportions. 
The age of the employee has been found of significance with some 
kinds of clerical workers and especially with salesmen. It appears 
that men of middle age are more effective in this latter capacity 
even when allowance is made for the effect of experience. There 
has also been found a relation between age and turnover. In the 
early years we have the natural instability of youth seeking a voca
tional objective. Later, perhaps in the thirties, there is greater 
stability while raising families and buying homes. Then when 
domestic responsibilities lighten there comes a frequent search for 
one's ultimate vocation. This produces some instability up till 
perhaps fifty, when interests have become fixed and a profitable 
change in employment is unlikely. The common notion that 
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.)1l8.IT:ied employees are superior seems to have some statisticaJ foun
dation. Likewise other dependents appear to afford an additional 
motive. It seemed that a salesman with one or two children W88 

more effective than a man with more or less than this number. 
Previous experience may be of vocational significance either from 
the standpoint of its amount or its nature. It is not universally 
true, however, that the more experience the better, for other factors 
may bring a man with long experience to the employment office. 
The \ype of previous vocation may be of interest in ascertaining 
the most profitable sources of supply fo .. a given occupation. It is 
possible with these various items of personal history to state certain 
xninimum quaIifications in each respect. It is better to weight the 
i,tems so that they can be combined into a diJferential score. This 
may be done arbitrariIy or sometimes according to a regression 
equation. In such cases a better prediction can be made than by 
attempting to evaluate the items separately. 

The letter of application has been studied with reference to its 
~liability and validity in indicating certain traits or general fitness 
for a position. Different judges disagree tremendously in estimat
ing traits from a letter, while the same judge agrees with himself in 
subsequent estimates to only a fair degree. Estimates 88 to general 
fitness for a position give only fair correlations with estimates of 
some traits made by acquaintances and with other traits the corre
lations are negligible. However, the situation is improved by pool
ing the results of the judges regarding a given letter before compar
ing them with a criterion. This suggests that, if application letters 
are to be used at all, the most satisfactory procedure would be to 
have several members of the staff evaluate them independently and 
combine their judgments. Generalizations 88 to character traits 
manifested by handwriting are without statisticaJ foundation and 
have a certain amount of actual statistical refutation. Little sig
nificance should be attached to an applicant's own evaluation of his 
personality traits. Such evaluation has been shown to be very 
unreliable and to involve usually too good an opinion of one's self. 

Recommendations are often worthless because of the prejudice 
or carelessness of the writer. When this is not the case, note should 
be taken of the greater reliability of estimates of objective traits 811 
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compared with subjective. Mo:reover, the estimate depends oil 
the conditions under which the recommender has observed the 
applicant. The testimonial and the letter written at the request of 
the applicant to the prospective employer are of little value. The 
best form of recommendation is an answer to a specific inquiry 
from the prospective employer because attention is centered on the 
particular information that will be of value. The technique of 
making inquiry may be improved somewhat by arranging a blank 
so that the recommender has merely to choose certain alternative 
answers to questions or check in certain spaces. This saves the 
time of the one filling out the blank and he is more apt to do it 
seriously and in a less perfunctory manner. It also gets very 
specific and unequivocal information. 

The employment interview.has certain shortcomings. The inter
viewer is prone to use personal physiognomic generalizations, to 
assume that a certain habit as manifested in one's appearance is 
general and will apply to his work on the job, and to misinterpret 
excitement in the interview situation as characteristic of the appli
cant elsewhere. When different members of the staff interview a 
group of applicants independently and then compare their estimates, 
the lindings are rather disquieting. This was particularly the case 
with sales managers interviewing applicants for selling positions. 
Suggested improvements in the interview technique are the use of 
more interviewers, the establishment of rapport at the outset, and 
the use of crucial questions the significance of which has been es
tablished. Finally, if the applicant is to be rated with reference to 
specific traits, it is possible to adapt the rating scale technique so 
that it can be used during the actual interview. The man-to-man 
scale, the method of defined groups, and the graphic rating scale 
can all be used for certain traits that manifest themselves without 
long aequaintance. With this method it is possible to rate the 
applicant during the interview on crucial points, to get away from 
the halo of general impression, and in general to obtain results that 
have greater reliability and validity. 

In addition to obtaining information about the applicant the 
interview serves two other important functions. It gives the appli
cant information about the proposed work so that he enters with 
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his eyes open as to its nature, as to the working conditions, and the 
possibilities for advancement. There will then be no discrepancies 
between his expectations and the ultimate facts 90 he will not be 
dissatisfied. The interview also affords an opportunity to sell the 
company to the applicant and to make a friend. The interviewer 
should not merely be an examiner, but an instructor and a sales
man. 



CHAPTER XIV 
TRADE TESTS 

TRADE TESTS 118. TESTS OF INNATE CAPACITY 

THE distinction has already been made between tests of capacity 
and tests of proficiency. In the case of the former we are concerned 
with innate aspects of the individual- certain potentialities which 
he possesses and which may be indicative of his subsequent success 
in the job. We use such tests, for instance, to determine whether 
he has the proper attention and reaction time to make a good tire
builder - a job which he has never tried before. In the case of tests 
of proficiency we are interested merely in certain acquired abilities 
which he possesses at the present time. We want to know what 
sort of carpenter or plumber he is when he enters the employment 
office. In the former instance we are concerned with predicting 
what he will ultimately be able to do and with measuring a sample 
of his innate capacity which will enable us to make such a predic
tion. In the latter we are interested in some particular ability or 
skill which he possesses now. In the latter instance, obviously, we 
are not attempting to prophesy, but merely to determine present 
conditions. 

NEED FOB TRADE TESTS 

The need for such tests of proficiency arises in industry when 
hiring a person who is presumed to have a certain amount of trade 
experience. Machinists, carpenters, electricians, and the like ap
ply for a job on the basis of their previous experience in that field. 
They frequently carry a journeyman's card or state that they have 
served for a certain length of time as an apprentice in an estsbIish
ment. Trade tests are designed to supplement this information. 
It is often undesirable to take the applicant's own ststement as to 
his proficiency or to tske his card at its face value. This fact was 
brought home to psychologists in rather vigorous fashion by the 
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experience of the Committee on Classification of Personnel during 
the World War .. Something like half the personnel of the army 
was engaged in duties of a specialized trade character. It was 
obviously desirable to assign to those duties soldiers who had func
tioned in a simiIar capacity in civil life. If a given unit eontained 
a man who had previously been a barber and another who had 
previously been a plumber, there was obvious economy in giving 
them that same type of work to do in the army rather than having 
the plumber cut hair and the barber mend the leak. Efforts were 
made to determine occupational status in interviewing recruits, but 
It developed that such interviews were unsatisfactory. On the 
average, of the men who professed trade ability in the interview 
6 per cent actually proved to be experts, 24 per cent journeymen, 
40 per cent apprentices, while 30 per cent were novices. In other 
words, approximately one third of the recruits who claimed that 
~ey were carpenters could not drive a nail and one third of the self
styled automobile mechanics did not know a spark plug from a 
carburetor. Hence it became imperative for the eommittee work
ing on these problems to develop some means for determining ob
jectively a man's trade ability regardless of his own statement of 
l).is quaIi.6.cations. In the army were developed the first extensive 
trade tests and the technique used on that occasion is of rather 
general applicability. 
. This problem of trade tests, to be sure, is not of the magnitude of 
that previously discussed in connection with tests of innate ca
pacity. The present trend in industry is toward a subdivision of 
labor so that a given worker performs only a relatively minor opera
~on. Whereas formerly one person made the entire shoe, now one 
IJU'n cuts the sole, another cuts the upper, another stitches them 
together, and another puts on the heel, so that the trade of shoe
maker is becoming extinct. In one large concern, for instance, 
there are 4000 people working on tools which are necessary for the 
I!utomatic machines run by 15,000 others. Each man works, more
over, on only one machine so that there is no need as formerly for 
IIlI·round toolmakers. There are still, however, many situations 
that require persons who actually have some trade proficiency. 
'fhis is especially true of smaller concerns where the operations have 



not been so minutely divided, but even in large organizations there 
is need for plU!llbers, carpenters, lathe operators, truck drivers. 
electric wirers, and the like. Hence the test method of determin
ing the actual trade ability of a prospective employee has con
siderable applicability. 

BEQUlBEl\lENTS OF TRADE TESTS 

Administration by examjner with no trade knowledge. There &l'9 

several requirements whi,cb a trade test must meet if it is to fulfill 
adequately its purpose in the practical situation. In the first place, 
it must be so constructed' that it can be administered by an ex
aminer who has little or no knowledge of the trade in question. 
This need arises because of the frequent desiraJ>ility of a centralized, 
process of hiring. A large employment office is often so organized 
as to dOIaH the employment without consulting specific foremen or 
other members of the factory staff regarding individual applicants. 
Hence it would be almost impossible for the examiners to be como. 
pletely familiar with all the trades involved. Even if the pro-. 
cedure were decentralized, there would be no guarantee that the 
foreman would administer all the tests in the same f!\Shion. It is 
obviously fundamental from the scientific standpoint to give every 
,"pplicant exactly the same test procedure. 

Score independent of examiner'S judgment. In the second 
place, the tests should be so constructed as to yield a rating inde
pendent of the examiner's judgment. The score should be entirely 
objective and quantitative. This point is related to the preceding •. 
:IT it were necessary to take an iron hook made by an alleged jour
neyman blacksmith and rate it ae excellent, good, average, fair, or 
poor, it is probable that there would be marked disagreement be
tween examiners. One of them might notice whether the ring at 
one end was perfectly round, another might be more concerned 
with the shape of the point, while a third might note especially 
whether the genera! dimensions conformed to specifications. If the 
hook happened to be well made in one of these respects but not in the 
others, the applicant's rating would depend largely on who rated 
his test. It is possible, however, to devise tests in such a form that 
they can be given by a person with. no trade knowledge and never-
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theless yield the same result for a given applicant regardless of who 
has been responsible for his examination and score. 

PRINCIPLES ON WHICH TRADE TESTS ARE BASED 

There are two principles according to which test material may 
be constructed. A person who is successful in a trade possesses, on 
the one hand, a certain amount of skill and, on the other, a certain 
amount of information. A machinist, for instance, is able to set 
the chisel and operate the feeds on a lathe. He also has certain in
formation about a lathe and can tell ~e difference between the 
head-stock and the tail-stoek. In attempting to determine whether 
he has had experience in lathe work we have then two possible 
avenues of approach. We may ascertain through some standard 
performance just how well he can manipulate the parts or we may 
find out how much information about the machinery and materials 
he has acquired. In general a skilled tradesman will be able to give 
a good account of himself either in actual performance or in answer
ing questions dealing with his work. 

XINDS OF TRADE TESTS 

Oral The different kinds of trade tests that have been used fall 
into four general classes: oral tests, picture tests, written tests, and 
performance tests. Illustrations of each type will be given later. 
In the oral test the examiner asks the questions verbally and the 
applicant replies in the same fashion. The questions deal with 
tools, materials, processes, or other information that a tradesman 
would be apt to have at his command. The oral test was used 
quite extensively in the army. The examiner and the soldier sat in 
a sma\l booth at opposite sides of a table. The examiner was pr0-

vided with blanks from which he asked the questions verbatim and 
on which he wrote the soldier's replies. The blanks also contained 
the correct answers to each question with the amount of credit to 
be given for each. 

Picture. In the picture trade test the applicant is questioned 
regarding the details in pictures of machinery or tools used in the 
trade. For administering the test two folders are usually provided, 
one for the examiner and one for the applicant. The latter con. 
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tains the pictures numbered appropriately. The examiner's folder 
contains the questions similarly numbered as well as the answers 
with appropriate credit for each. 

Written. The written trade test is somewhat similar to the oral 
except that it is· designed for group administration. This neces
sitates making it sufficiently fool-proof so that the subject can ade
quately respond by writing or making check marks. In developing 
the written test a cue was taken from the procedure of the con
ventional mental tests in having the answers of the multiple choice 
rather than the single answer form. It will be recalled that in the 
history of mental tests the earlier types involved the writing of 
words or phrases as an answer to each item. These answers then 
had to be evaluated qualitatively. The subsequent trend was to
ward a series of words one of which was to be selected, thus making 
the score quantitative and unequivocal. Inasmuch as the multiple 
choice form of response demonstrated its value i:a other fields, it has 
been adopted rather largely in the written trade tests. 

Performance. In the performance test the subject goes through 
some standardized typical operation which can be scored according 
to how he does it or by evaluating the finished product. In the 
scoring we are not concerned, as in the other tyPes of trade test, 
with whether the subject gives a certain answer or fails to do so. It 
is rather a matter of a complex operation or product that must be 
evaluated. We may, in the first place, consider simply the process 
which the subject uses in taking the test. In a performance test 
for a truck driver we would observe primarily the way he handles 
the truck in going through prescribed maneuvers. In the second 
place, we may consider the product. A blacksmith may be re
quired to reproduce a piece of stock like a sample and is then 
graded on the finished product according to how well he actually 
makes the reproduction. In the third place, we may consider the 
time consumed in making the product. In general practice these 
three methods are seldom discrete; two or three of them are com
bined. We may, for instance, use a process-time test in which the 
man is required to change the set-up of a lathe in order to do a 
different job and is scored according to the steps taken in making the 
change and also the length of time consumed. We may then per-
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haps establish a critical score on the basis of both perlormance anil 
time. Similarly, we may use a product-time test. A typist is 
given a piece of copy, the finished product is evaluated, and note iii 
made of the length of time taken to complete the work. It is pos
sible also to use a process-product-time test in which all three itemS 
are considered. If, for instance, we give a garage mechanic a 
radiator to repair, we may consider the method he uses, the final 
job when completed, and the time consumed. Probably the type 
of performance test most generally used is the product-time test. 
Its advantage over the process test lies in the fact that it can be 
scored at leisure and thiS can likewise be done without any expert 
knowledge on the part of the scorer. There are situations, however, 
in which the process-time test is more satisfactory. In most in
stances, at any rate, the time is taken into consideration. 

Relative merits. Certain things are to be said for each of these 
types of test. The oral test has the advantages that characterize 
any individual as contrasted with any group test. There is the 
possibility that the subject will misunderstand some trivial point 
and thiS can be immediately detected by the examiner. If the 
subject has any difliculty in making himself clear, he can do so 
more effectively in conversation. Moreover, the subject may 
manifest certain reactions extrinsic to the test, such as emotional 
instability, that will be of vocational significance, and this "clinical 
aspect II is present in the oral procedure, but missing in the group 
test. 

The picture test is likewise usually conducted orally so that it 
has the foregoing advantages. It has certain other features that 
are possibly desirable. It approaches a little more closely to the 
actual job situation. It is a bit more tangible to look at a picture 
of a machine tool than merely to talk about it. It gives the trades
man a little more confidence in the test, as it appears more concrete 
and apparently more practical. It admits, too, of more intricate 
questions because certain parts of the picture may be lettered and 
questions asked about those more minute portions which it would 
be difficult to describe adequately in an oral test. It is also possible 
that a picture will help the subject to recall further facts because 
it will be associilted with variOUB things in his work and get him 
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into the proper context. On the other hand, there are disadvan
tages in the picture test. It is somewhat more difficult to construct 
and more expensive inasmuch as it involves printing pictures. 
There is again the danger that the picture will be slightly atypical of 
the machine with which the worker is familiar. A man who is used 
to a lathe driven by an independent motor may be a trifle confused 
when shown a picture of a lathe driven by a belt from a main powel" 
line. This slight confnsion may be enough to mislead him on lathe 
questions. Some individuals, particularly those who are of low 
intelligence, are probably unaccustomed to interpreting pictures 
anyway, and if they are to be reached at all in this manner they will 
bave to be confronted with the actual machine rather than with a 
picture of it. Finally, if there are several questions about one pic
ture and the applicant fails to recognize the picture at all, he re
ceives undue penalty because he will fail on all questions dealing 
with that picture. 

While the written test lacks the clinical advantages of the oral: 
it makes for much more rapid testing just 88 is the case with any 
group test. The Illultiple-choice form of response has likewise the 
usual advantages. In the first place, the subject does not have to 
phrase his own answer. Certain individuals with poor ability in 
grammar might make a rather unfavorable showing, although they 
were good tradesmen. In the second place, there is no doubt as to 
the correctness or incorrectness of an answer. The person scoring 
the blank does not have to judge or subjectively evaluate an item. 
To be sure, the drdinary questions may be so selected that only a: 
eingle correct answer seems possible, but even then there is always 
the possibility of an unsuspected answer that deserves some credit 
or gives some indication that the subject knows the matter called 
for. When it is a matter of simply selecting one of several alterna
tives which are sufficiently discrete, there can be no question as to 
whether or not the subject deserves credit. In the third place, this 
type of test may be scored by any ordinary clerk who is unfamiliar 
with the occupation in question. Finally, the multiple-choice form 
makes possible more rapid scoring by the use of a stencil which can 
be aligned over the blank and which will enable incorrect answers 
to be very readiI,y located. 
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The performance test has the advantage in some instances that 
it deals with actual trade skill rather than with information. It is 
possible for a. person to work a.t a. tra.de and pick up the informa.
tion without a.cquiring the requisite skill. This is probably more 
likely to occur than the opposite tendency to a.cquire the skill with
out the informa.tion. The skill test is in a. wa.y a. more direct a.p
proa.ch to the a.bility tha.t is in question. In typewriting, for 
insta.nce, it is mOre important to operate the machine effectively 
than to know the na.mes of the different pa.rts or the a.djustments or 
the difference between various kinds of machines. The perform
a.nce test is usually more difficult to a.rrange than the oral or written 
test. It requires a. certain &mount of equipment and very often 
materials tha.t Sore used up in the process of ta.king the test. If 
sufficiently complicated so that frurly ela.borate equipment is re
quired, it must be restricted to an individual test. Simila.rly, if it 
is scored as a. process test, it requires one exa.miner per subject, and 
Consequently if given on a. la.rge scale the organiza.tion is more 
expensive than in cases where the group method is possible. 

METHODS OF DEVELOPING AND STANDARDIZING 

Differ from methods of developing capacity tests. The methods 
of developing and st&nda.rdizing or calibrating tra.de tests Sore 

rather simila.r for all four kinds. For purpose of illustration the 
method will be presented in deta.il only for the written test, but the 
technique to be described is quite typical '>f methods of evalua.ting 
the other tests as well. A somewha.t different a.pproa.ch is neces
sa.ry to these problems from that employed with tests of inna.te 
capacity. In that case we were concerned with a group of separate 
tests such as those for attention, memory, or decision, eaeh com
posed of many itenis. The total score for a test was then correla.ted 
with the criterion and this was then done for each test separately in 
order to determine their rela.tive importance and to combine them 
ultimately into a single score. In a tra.de teEt, however, all the 
items may be of one sort - for example, itt>.ms dealing with tra.de 
information - so that it is not possible to evalua.te separately So 

number of different tests, each composed of many items. Conse
quently, it is necessary to analyze the individual items and look for 
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those which are most differential of trade ability. This procedure 
does not lend itself readily to the computation of correlation c0-

efficients. It is the usual practice simply to take a few outstanding 
groups of subjects of known trade ability and see which particular 
items or questions differentiate these groups. 

The criterion that is generally used in such procedure involves 
grouping the subjects according to the ordinary trade cla.ssi.fica
tion of novice, apprentice, journeyman, and expert. Most trades 
have some more or less definite standards of their own regarding 
these classes. In the army trade tests an expert was defined as "a 
man with a high degree of trade ability qualifying him for assign
ment requiring superior workrn8.Dsbip"; a joumeyman as U a man 
with enough trade ability to qualify him for assignment to work 
which must be done quickly and well"; an apprentice as "a begin
ner or man with only enough trade ability to make him useful as a 
member of a group under supervision, not qualified to work without 
supervision, or where speed and accuracy are prime factors"; ana a 
novice as "a man with no trade ability or so little that he should 
not be considered when making assignments." When the subjects 
have been so cla.ssi.fied, it is then possible to take each individual 
question and determine what per cent of the experts answer it cor
rectly, what per cent of the journeymen, what per cent of the ap-

. prentices, and what per cent of the novices. If these percentages 
decrease in the above order there is some indication that this item 
is differential of the trade ability in question. This method will be 
described in detail below. 

The procedure of selecting and standardizing trade questions in 
this fashion will be illustrated in the case of a test of the infOI'll1&-
tion type for lathe operators. This particular test was devised so 
that the answers could be written using the multiple-choice type of 
response. This adapted it to the group method. However, the 
techuique involved in developing it would be equally applicable to 
the other types of information test and to some extent to the per
formance test as well. 

A preliminary selection of items is the first step in the develop
ment of such a trade test. If the psychologist engaged in develop
ing these methods knows little or nothing about the trade in qUe&-
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tion, it is advisable for him either to consult trade journals or to 
discuss the matter with foremen before devising the test items. In 
most instances the latter procedure is followed. If the nature of the 
project is made clear and the principle of finding questions which 
the good tradesman can answer and the poor tradesman cannot is 
explained, the average foreman will see what is wanted. He can 
then be asked to suggest a preliminary set of questions. 

These preliminary questions must be worked over carefully be
fore they are in satisfactory fina\ form. Many of those originally 
devised will be found to be very indefinite or equivocal with the 
possibility that they will evoke responses of varying degrees of 
satisfactoriness. It is not feasible to give the foreman a course on 
the construction of trade test questions. It is better to take his 
initial attempt and show him where improvement can be made. 

The following typical original questions were obtained from a 
foreman who supervised engine lathe operators. The general 
program was explained to him and he was requested to submit 
questions which might be used to determine whether a workman 
had the requisite information regarding the trade: 

1. What is an engine lathe? . 
2. What is a lathe dog? 
8. How fost should a belt run? 
4. What is the most vital feature of a lathe? 
6. What is the outside diameter of 1" pipe? 
6. What is the correct angle for lathe oentere? 
7. What is meant by the pitnh of gears? 

Cursory analysis will reveal the ambiguity or equivocal character 
of some of these questions. Number 1 is far too indefinite. It 
might require anything from an elaborate definition and description 
to a brief statement as to what a lathe does. Question 2 is some
what similar in that nothing is stated as to whether information is 
desired regarding the shape of the lathe dog or its function. Ques
tion 8 does not indicate in what unit the answer should be given. 
Question 4 implies some indefinite standard as to what is meant by 
vital feature. Question 5 is misleading in that one does not know 
how exact an answer is necessary. The last two questions ani 
somewhat more specific and definite. 
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Revision of preljmjnary items. All the questions were carefully 
reviewed in this fashion and the findings transmitted personally to 
the foreman who had originally submitted them. Then in con. 
ference with him revision was made with the following result for 
the questions just cited for illustrative purposes: 

2. A Iatbe dog is used to TIGHTEN THE CHUCK: DRIVE THE 
WORK: LOCATE CENTER: CROSS FEED. 

3. Bow many feet per minute should belts travel for the best results? 
2000: 4000: 6000: 8000. 

4. The most vital feature of a lathe is CARRIAGE: AUGNMENT 
OF STOCKS: BACK GEARS: TOOL POSTS. 

5. The approximate outside diameter of 1" pipe is 11/4 inches: 15/16 
inches: 1 3/8 inches: 1 7/16 inches. 

. 6. What is the eorrect angle for lathe centers? 60": 45": 55": 7(1'. 

7. Pitch of gears means SHAPE OF TEETH: WIDTH OF TEETH: 
NUMBER OF TEETH PER INCH: ANGLE OF GEAR TO 
BBAFr. 

The difference between the revised and the origin&! questions is 
obvious. Question 1 is dropped altogether as being entirely too 
indefinite. Question 2 JeStricts the consideration to the function 
of the lathe dog by providing alternative functions, the correct one 
ef which is to be checked. Question 3 indicatee the units in which 
the answer is desired and is so arranged that there is a wide diffe»
ence between possible alternatives. Whereas, if left to his own dis
cretion, the workman might debate between 3950 and 4000 feet, in 
the present form he would have little hesitation, if he knew any· 
thing about the operation, in deciding between 2000 and 4000. 
Question 4 becomes much more specific by precluding the p0s

sibility of any very general comment. Question 5 statee the terms 
in which the answer is desired rather thrui leaving the subject to 
determine himself how finely he sha.ll make his estimate. The last; 
two questions remain intact, but have the multipJe.choice answers 
added for the sake of uniformity. Similar revision was made of the 
other questions originally submitted. 

After the questions had been recast into this form, they were 
whmitted to ether foiemen for further.8Uggestions and criticisms.. 
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They were also given to a few workmen who were not to he included 
in the final study, in order to determine whether there were any 
ambiguities which had heen overlooked. A few defects were dis
covered in this way and appropriate correction made. The result 

, of thie preliminary selection and analysis was a set of questions 
ready for final selection. In the present case sixty such questions 
similar to those in the above illustration were retained for this 
purpose. 

The final selection of items must he made on the basis of compari
son with the criterion. The questions must he given to groups of 
tradesmen of varying degrees of ability to determine on which 
questions the best workers make the highest scores. It is some
times possible to obtain the criterion from the men's trade-union 
ratings. In other cases the foreman may estimate them according 
to the conventional classes of trade ability. In some instances it is 
even possible to obtain production figures, but in many of the trades 
the work is too complex, the individual tradesmen are performing 
widely varied operations, and they produce a single complex object 
rather than a definite number of "pieces." In the present instance 
the foreman's judgment alone was available. He classified the men 
into three groups comprising ten experts, ten journeymen, and ten 
apprentices. In addition, the questions were given to ten indi
viduals outside the industry altogether who might he considered as 
novices. 

The questions were presented on a mimeogrsphed blank in the 
usual fashion with directions and illustrations explaining the method 
of indicating the correct one of the four alternative answers. No 
particular time limit was set in taking the teet. It was given to 
Isthe operators in small groups at their convenience. The results 
for the first fifteen qUeljtions are shown in Table LXXI. Every 
check in the table meaDs that the workman indicated at the left 
answered correctly the question indicated at the top - for in
stance, workman A, the first expert, answered correctly questions 
1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 9, 10, 11, 13, and 14. 

The value of any individual question depends on the extent to 
which it is answered more frequently by the experts than by the 
journeymen, by the journeymen than by th6 apprentices, etc. A. 
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glance at the table indicates that the questions differ in their 
ability to separate good from poor operators. Question 1, for in
stance, is answered by eight of the experts, six of the journeymen, 
four apprentices, and by only two novices. This question is thus 
somewhat differential of trade ability. In question 2, on the other 
hand, all classes do about equally well, and this question would not 
be valuable for the present purpose. While it might be possible to 
evaluate the different questions hy inspection in this fashion if a 
larger number of individuals were involved, this scheme does not 
prove feasible. It is better practice to compute for each question 
the per cent of experts who answer it, the per cent of journeymen, 
the per cent of apprentices, and the per cent of novices. For in
stance, question 1 is answered by 80 per cent of the experts, 60 
per cent of the journeymen, 40 per cent of the apprentices, and 
20 per cent of the novices, whereas the corresponding figures for 
question 2 are 40 per cent, 60 per cent, 60 per cent, and 60 per cent. 
This may be made still clearer by putting the results in grsphic 
form. This is done in Figure 9. Each little diagram gives the 
results for one question. The four classes of trade ability are laid 
off along the base line and the per cents of each class answering the 
question indicated by a mark above that point. In the diagram 
for question 1, for instance, above the letter N, which stands for 
novices, a mark is placed at a distance equal to 20 per cent on the 
scale; above the letter A the mark is placed at a distance propor
tional to 40 per cent to indicate that 40 per cent of the apprentices 
answered the question. Similar knarks are placed for the journey
men and experts. H these marks are connected by a heavy line, 
this indicates. the general trend for the test question. 

An ideal question would presumably give a result somewhat like 
that of the first curve. In this case, as we go from novices through 
the other classes to expert, there is lI> steady increase in the propor
tion who answer the question. This ideal curve is rarely attained 
in actual practice, but any question approaching it within reason
able limits may be considered satisfactory. A glance at the other 
curves in the figure shows that some questions are manifestly worth
less and that some do give the desired differentiation. There are 
various types of differentiation. Question 1 approximates the 
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ideal. Question 4 differentiates rather sharply the -experts and 
journeymen from the apprentices and novices, although it does not 
differentiate sharply between the experts and journeymen nor be
tween the apprentices and novices. Question 3 separates the 
novices from the other three c1asses without indicating a consistent 
difference between these three. After surveying charts such as 
those in the figure for each of the sixty questions, it was JlIHllole to 
select a limited number which seemed rather differential of the 
trade ability. Of those appearing in Figure 9 the following were 
retained: 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 13, and 14. These with thirty 
others constituted the fina1 set of forty questions which comprised 
the trade test. This, then, completed the fina1 se1eetion of items. 

Calibration of fina1 set of items. One step remains, namely, to 
ea1ibrate this fina1 set of questions. Supposing a prospective em
ployee bas been given these forty questions and makes a certain 
score, it becomes necessary to interpret this score with a view to 
ascertaining his presumable trade status. We wish to know what 
degree of trade proficiency to expect from a person who scores ten 
points or fifteen points or twenty points. The procedure of deter
mining a critical score for a trade test is analogous to that discussed 
previously. It is desired to obtain some score above which there is 
a strong probability of the individual's being an expert and below 
which the chances are that he is a journeyman. It is also desirable 
in similar fashion to draw the line between journeyman and ap
prentice and between apprentice and novice. 

TABLB LXXII. TOTAL ScoRES IN ThADE TEsr QuEsnoNS 

EuBB'I8 J011lL'UYlIEX An"""""",, N ...... 

A 25 K 16 U 16 EE 10 
B 32 L 16 V 14 FF 3 
C 32 M 18 W IS GG 4 
D 34 N 18 X 7 HH 6 
E 29 0 26 Y 10 IT 6 
F 30 P 24 Z 8 JJ 9 
G 39 ~ 22 AA 12 EX 8 
H 37 18 BB 12 LL 6 
I 37 S 22 CO 10 AIM 8 
J 38 T 14 DD 12 NN 7 
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Continuing the present illustration, the finaI scores for the sub
jects in the forty questions are given in Table LXXII. The entries 
in the table simply indicate the number of questions out of the forty 
which were satisfactorily answered by each individual. The first 
expert A, for instance, answered twenty-five questions. It is ob
vious from the figures that the experts make higher scores than the 
journeymen, and so on down the line. When, however, there is a 
eonsiderable number of individuals involved in each class, it be
comes diflicult to draw the line between the c1asses by inspecting 
the data. In this case it is simpler to make a graphic representa
tion of it, as is done in Figure 10. The possible points of test score 
are laid off a.long the base line. The figure is divided into four 
sections, one above the other. The topmost represents the' ex
perts, the next the journeyman, and so on as indicated by the 
letters at the left. Each square represente one man and is located 
in the proper trade class and directly above his score on the base 
line. It is obvious that the equares representing experts appear 
farther to the right than those representing novices. The problem 
now is to draw a vertica.lline which will make the best division be
tween the journeymen and the experts. If, for instance, this line 
is drawn between 24 and 25, all the experts will be to the right of the 
line and a.ll but one of the journeymen to the left. If it is drawn be
tween 26 and ZT, a.ll of the journeymen and only one expert fall 
below this point. Either of these critica.l scores seems satisfactory 
inasmuch as only one man is displaced. We can then say that, if 
a man scores ZT or more 'points, the likelihood is that he is in the 
expert class. In similar fashion a line between 15 and 16 will 
clearly separate the apprentices from the journeymen with the 
minimum overlapping. With reference to the novices and ap
prentices the separation is a little less sharp, but the best point 
seems to be between 9 and 10. In such calibration procedure it is 
not usua.lly possible to make an abrupt separation between the two 
classes, but the experimenter will have to use good judgment in 
determining the best place to draw the line. The essential point is 
that by drawing the line at the proper point most of those to the 
right will be in a trade class superior to those at the left. The 
pointe at which these lines are drawn constitute, then, the critica.l 
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scores and are the final figunls which are desired in order to inter
pret the results of any applicant who subsequently may take the 
trade test. In the present illustration they might be stated in the 
following form for convenient reference: 

Z1 to.4O Expert 
16 to 26 Journeyman 
10 to 15 Apprentioe 
o to 9 No1lioe 

The foregoing procedure is typical of the methods of developing 
and standardizing trade teste. In most instances where such testa 
have heen developed, methods anaJogons to this have heen utilized. 
PraeticaJly all such testa are made up of a considerable number of 
items and the technique consista of evaluating these items sepa
rately with a view to determining which ones are differential of the 
varions degrees of trade ability. After the set of differential items 
is selected, it :remains to standardize the total score on those items 
with a view to drawing a line between the different degrees of trade 
ability with as little overlapping as possible. These critical scores 
may be nsed in interpreting the results of applicants who are 
tested. 

Possible refinements of method. The graphic method of inter
preting trade test results is admittedly crude. It has heen pointed 
out that curves like those in Figure 9 are misleading in one respect. 
The real problem is that of determining the probability as to whether 
a man passing a question is an apprentice rather than a novice or a 
journeyman rather than an apprentice. If the curve is a straight 
line approximately like the first one in Figore 9, it can be showo that 
the odds that a man passing that question is an apprentice rather 
than a novice are greater than the odds that he is a journeyman 
rather than an apprentice. For instance, suppose that the per 
cents of novices, apprentices, jQ!ll'Ileymen, and experts answering a 
question are respectively 4, 16,28, and 40. These when plotted will 
all fall on a straight line. However, the ratio of the per cent for 
apprentices to that for novices is 4: 1, the ratio of journeymen to 
apprentices is 1.75: 1, and that for experts to journeymen 1.43: 1. 
In other words, the differentiation between the experts and jour-
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neymen is not so good 88 that between the journeymen and ap
prentices, and so on. Actually to produce this result the curve 
would have to be somewhat concave in an upward direction. I 

In the light of this fact other possibilities have been suggested for 
improving the differentiation between the trade classes. (305.) 
It would be possible to derive items or questions that were graded 
into fixed levels of difficulty something analogous to the age groups 
used in Binet tests. It would also be possible to arrange it so that 
the questions in one level bad rather low correlations with the 
questions in the other levels. This would tend to make the 
differential value of the various c1asses of questions rather sharp 
and would presumably make for more valid prediction. 

As far 88 the writer knows this suggestion has not been carried 
out. In the practical situation the trade test is generally used for a 
coarser problem than is the test of innate capacity. Interest is not 
so much in making a fine prediction in terms of probability as in 
getting a general notion 88 to the individual's trade status and 
particularly 88 to whether he is at one or the other extreme. For 
this coarser purpose the present methods prove fairly satisfactory. 
If further refinement is needed, it is possible to follow suggestions 
similar to the above for selecting the separate questions. It is also 
possible to obtain a more refined criterion and to correlate the total 
Bcore on the questions with this criterion. It would then be feasible 
to predict an applicant'. ultimate status in terms of probability in 
the manner described in Chapter VIII. 

EXAMPLES OF TRADE TESTS 

It now remains to illustrate the different varieties of trade tests. 
The foregoing discussion dealt only with the written type of test, 
but the oral, the picture, and to some extent the performance types 
are generally similar in their method of deVelopment and calibra
tion. However, inasmuch as their content varies somewhat, ex
amples of each will be given. 

Oral trade test. It is not necessary in the present connection to 
give a complete set of questions for any particular trade test. Com
plete forms of many such tests are available elsewhere. (119, 624.) 
In what follows only a few items for a given test will be included by 
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way of illustration. Each question is given in the form in which it· 
is asked verbatim followed by the correct answer. In a few in
stances there are two or more answers allowable. 

. PainJ.er 

L What do you do to knots and sappy places before paintiog? 
Shellac. 

2. When is puttying done on new woodwork? 
After priming (first coat). 

3. What is the brightest yellow used? 
Chrome. 

4. What do you use to bleach an expoeed oak door before refinishing? 
Oxalic acid. 

4. What device is used for working juSt outside of a single window on a 
. . high building? 

Jack. 

etc. 

CtihinelmaJoer 
L What is used to cloee the pores of open-grained wood before finishing? 

Filler. 

2. With what kind of a joint is a table leg fastened to the rail of the 
table? 

Mortise (tenon). 
Dowel 

3. How is an oak log sawed to get the beet effect of the grain? 
Quartered. 

4. What is fastened aClllll8 the width of the board to keep it from warp-
ing? -

Batten (cleat). 

4. How is veneer i" thick treated before gluing? 
Heated (steamed). 

etc. 

A utomobilll mechanie 
1. What joint is there between the dilJerential and tramlTTlissiont 

Universal. 
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2. What are distn1>utor brush-holder covem made of? 
Rubber (bard rubber). 
Fiber. 
Bakelite. 

3. What regulates the height of gasoline in the carburetor? 
Float. 
Float valve. 

4. What two metals are cam-6baft bearinl!" usually made of? 
Bronze (bras;). 
Babbit (white metal). 

5. What is the best material to use to show the high point when ...rap. 
ing a bearing? '. 

Blue (Prussian blue). 
Lampblack. 

etc. 

BridclaVt1l' 

1. What is half of a brick called? 
Bat. 

2. What is used in the middle of a long wall to keep the line level? 
Twig (twigger) (twigging) (tingle). 

3. What is a brick called when set on end? 
Soldier. 

4. What is a bond called when a header and stretcher are laid in the same 
course? 

Flemish. 

6. What is the course called from which an arch starts? 
Spring (springer) (springing course). 
Skew-back. 

eto. 

Cool: 

1. What is added to milk to keep it from curdling when making """""ed 
tomato soup? 

Soda. 

2. What do you put on fried sweet potatoes to make them brown? 
Sugar. 

3. What is put in buckwheat cakee to make them rise when the eabI 
are mixed with sweet milk? 

Baking powder.. . 
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4.. What do you put in soup stock to make it clear? 
Egg (eggshell). 

5. How long do you boil American macaroni? 
15 to 30 minutes. 

eto. 

458 

The foregoing are illustrations of typical oral trade test questions. 
These questions were all the result of the method of selection de
ecribed previously. They had been given to persons of known 
trade ability and the percentage of each trade group answering 
each question noted. There were involved in a given case anywhere 
from twelve to twenty such questions. 

Picture trade tests. The method of developing the picture trade 
test is essentially similar to that of the oral. Various pictures and 
questions based thereon are selected and tried out to determine 
whether the skilled tradesmen on the average answer them more 
satisfactorily than do the unskilled. A few typical items from a 
number of picture trade tests will be described. 

CarpenllJr 

The test includes a series of pictures of tools, the question for 
each one being "What do you call that?" Pictures are included of 
such things as a jack plane, spoke shave, saw clamp, draw knife, 
ripping chisel, scraper, and miter. There is also a picture of a 
flight of steps with letters indicating the rise, the tread, and the 
nosing, and the applicant is asked to name the different parts that 
are lettered. There is a picture of a roof with the valley and the 
ridge indicated. The applicant must name these. 

StoraIJe battery ekctrician 

Pictures of four battery units are shown connected in different 
ways - in series, in parallel, and in a combination of series and 
parallel. The applicant is asked to tell how many volts will be 
obtained from the systems under these conditions. There are also 
pictures of plates from various kinds of batteries with questions as 
to wbat type of battery uses that kind of plate. There are pic
tures of damaged plates with questions lIB to what might have 
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caused that particular kind of damage. A charging system is il
lustrated and the applicant required to point out the fuse and the 
resistance switch and to state what kind of current would be ueed 
in the circuit. 

MachinUf 

A test for machinists involves pictures of different kinds of 
chucks - 4-jaw, 3-jaw, and drill- which the applicant must 
name. There is a picture of a turret lathe with a question as to 
what kind of lathe it is. A vernier scale is set at a certain figure 
which the applicant is required to read. He also has to name from 
the pictures various types of cutting tools and a number of difl'erent 
kinds of gauges. . 

Written trade test. The method of developing the written trade 
test was outlined in the discussion of methods ( .... pra). Each item 
of information regarding the work involves a question and several 
alternative answers, the correct one of which is to be checked. 
Similar items for a few other trades will be given. 

Bricklayer 
1. Half of a brick is called: CHUNK: BLOCK: HEEL: BAT. 
2. Fire bricks are laid in: CONCRETE: CEMENT: FlRE

CLAY: MORTAR. 
3. The top ooursa of stone on a wan is called: COPING: BOND

STONE: CLiPCOURSE: CAPSTONE. 
4. Before plumbing up a oomer you should lay: THREE COURSES: 

SIX COURSES: NlNE COURSES: TWELVE COURSES. 

6. A fire stop around a flue is formed by a COPING: SKEW
BACK: CORBEL: INDENT. 

6. To keep the line level in the middle of a long wall you use: LEVEL: 
PLUMB-LINE: SQUARE: TRlGGER. 

In this instance it was possible to develop about sixty questions 
of this general type such that critical scores might be established at 
30 and at 42 to difl'erentiate the novice, the apprentice, and the 
skilled bricklayers. It was not feasible to make sharp difl'erentia
tions between journeymen and experts. 
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Time clerk 
'A written test for time clerks involves items such as the following: 

Two sheets of numbers are to be added quickly - numbers such as 
8i. 81. 111 - the type ordinarily added by a. time clerk in com
puting hours and fractions thereof. There are likewise two sheets 
for subtracting times such as the time between 7.30 and 11.15 A.1II. 

- another type of computation performed repeatedly by time 
clerks. Thie test was given to twenty-four time clerks early in their 
career and indicated rather effectively their status eeveral months 
later. Of those who were in the best fourth in the test two became 
head clerks. two were excellent time clerks. and one was good. 
whereas of thoee in the lowest fourth all were dismissed or trans
ferred within a short time. (112.) 

Student engineer . 

A trade test was devieed by one of the electrical concerns for 
eelecting student engineers. This is eseentially an information test 
dealing with data which such students should have learned before 
applying for such a position. There are three types of items inter
mixed throughout the test. The first type involves lists of things 
all but one of which belong to the same general class and the odd 
one is to be underlined as in the following: 

Silver; copper; g1 ... ; aluminum; gold. 
81; 63; 49; 64; 16. 

Another type of item involves statements which are either true 
or falee and are to be marked accordingly: 

Laminated armature cores are used because they retsin magnetism 
better. True .•. False .•• 

Resistance equivalent to a number of resistances in parallel is equal to 
the own of the reciprocals of the separate resistances. True ••• 
False .•• 

A third type of item involves problems of computation like the 
following: 

What direct eurrent of 110 volts will give the same horse power as a 
direet current of 5 amperes at 220 volts? Answer ••• 
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Given circuits of 4 and 6 ohms in parallel and in series with a circuit of 
7.6 ohms, what current will he sent through by 120 volts? Answer ••• 

Stenographer 

The majority of the trade teste devised for stenographers and 
typists have consisted of a standard piece of dictation to be read 
at a given rate or a standard printed copy to be typewritten. In 
some instances where efforts have been made to devise trade tests 
for stenographers who are to have a little wider sphere of activity, 
other items are often included. The following are typica.!. The 
first group of items comprises pairs of words each pair involving 
two spellings of the same word such as, separate - seperate, be
lieve - beleive. The subject checks the correct word in each in
stance. Another set of items involves a series of very short letters 
that are to be classified according to the kind of letter and the 
method of payment. The subject writes after each the two proper 
symbols from the key at the top of the blank as follows: 

KIND OJ' LZ'l"l'BR MIC'I'BOD 01' PATIUIlft OB SmPlBln' 

A Inquiry V Prepaid 

B Order W Charged 

C Complaint X C.O.D. 

D Reply to inquiry Y Express 

E Reply to order Z Parcel post 

"Please send me by parcel post 4 gross ot#3standard peucils and charge 
to my account." 

"The fan you shipped via American Express was received in damaged 
condition," 

The third part of the test involves letters containing mistakes in 
spelling and in grammar which must be checked. Other portions 
call for copying on the typewriter unfamiliar materiJY such as: 

seqai bjbzt ekupldr qayo umwxo 

One other trade test for stenographers may be cited. (239.) The 
first sheet of items has words printed in shorthand with each 
followed by severa.! alternatives in ordinary type. The subject 
checks the word which the shorthand symbol represents. There is 



TRADE TESTS 457 

also a long list of common words and phrases in shorthand so ar
ranged that each item ca1Is for an answer to be written in short
hand. In addition to this the test proper includes standard dio-

• tation. 

Salesman 
A test devised for salesmen should perhaps be mentioned in this 

connection. It consists of objections to purchase. The salesman 
is to assume that he is seIling to the retail trade an up-to-date line 
for a reputable concern and that he is face to face with a prospect. 
He is then to indicate rather briefly what answer he would make to 
objections such as the following: 

I C&ODot see you to-day. 
I will wait until I have had a call for it. 
Custome", do not like new-fangled things. 
You claim too much. 
It is too high grade and expensive for me to handle. 

Railway postal ckrk 

The Civil Service uses something like a trade test in connection 
with hiring railway postal clerks. The blank is provided with a 
number of squares each containing the names of three cities and 
designated by a number above the square somewhat as follows: 

1 2 3 
Seattle Minneapolis Milwaukee 
Portland St. Paul Chicago 
Spokane Des Moinee . Grand Rapids 

These squares are then followed by a list of cities. Each city has a 
short dotted line after it and the subject writes thereon the number 
of the square to which it belongs. These squares are supposed to 
represent mail sacks and the applicant is to designate in which sack 
the given piece of mail should go. In the actual test there are, of 
couree, maoy more sacks than are indicated here. Another por
tion of the same test involves a eeries of eeven sacks each with the 
name of an unfamiliar town. The applicant is allowed six minutes 
to memorize theee in order to associete the number with the town. 
The following list is typical: 
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1 2 3 4 5 8 7 
Hughes Worcester Ravina Fulton Jopla Athena Eureka 

Just before taking the test the subject is told further that after 
September mail for Worcester is sent to Athens. He is then given 
another blank containing these cities repeated many times in 
random order and is not allowed to look at the key while he fills in 
the appropriate number for each. Another portion of the test 
utilizes a set of time-tables and a rough map of railway routes. The 
main line is approximately straight with branch routes leaving the 
various stations to reach the outlying statiOD& The time-tables 
indicate that it is possible to reach these outlying stations in various 
ways. The subject is told that he is on some specific main-line 
train and is required to figure out where it would be best to transfer 
mail to a branch train in order to reach a oertain outlying station 
as quickly 88 possible and is also told to indicate when it would 
arrive there. Another part of the same test involves recognizing 
addresses written in script. Below each are printed several alter
natives. The subject checks the alternative which he thinks the 
illegible script represents. 

A ulomobile tJ.r;-

One portion of the test involves information about traffic rules 
and other matters conducive to eafety. 

1. If while driving you hear the gong of the me department behind you, 
you should: 

• .... Drive faster in order to keep out of the .... y. 
• •••• Drive more slowly to let the truck pass. 
..... Drive immediately to the curb and stop. 
• .... Stop in the street as eoon as you hear the gong. 

2. The cbief ......,n why you should avoid changing gears wbile CI"OIISing 
a railroad track is: 

• .... The tracks are rough and the bumping hard on transmission. 
..... You need all your attention to "stop, lock, and listen." 
• ••.• Changing gears is liable to stall the engine. 
..... You may get nervous and strip the differential. 

3. Assume you are going to descend a steep sIippsry hill. Check three 
-, of the foUowing things that you should do: 
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· .... Leave the car in gear with the engine running. 
• .•.. Put the engine in reverse leaving the engine running. 
• ••.. Advance the spark lever. 
• •••. Apply the foot brakes as necessary. 
· .•.. Put the engine in neutraI. 
· ••.. Give the motor just enough gas to keep it running. 

Another portion of the test involves recognition of dangerous 
situations. Pictures are shOWD on the blank and the subject re
quired to write what aspect of the seene is dangerous. The pic
tures include parking beside a hydrant or on a curve, or double, 
passing a machine while ascending a hill and near the top, passing 
a stationary street car, traveling on the left side of a curve. The 
test also includes actual performance somewhat after the fashion of 
that for truck drivers (infra). 

Performance trade tests as above suggested are based on quite 
a different principle from most of the tests hitherto described. We 
have been dealing thus far, except for a few of the written tests, with 
the principle that if a man has worked at a trade for some time he 
will have picked up considerable information about it. The per
formance tests to be described, however, dea.l with his actual ability 
to perform some operations rather than with his information. 

Whatever items of score are eelected, the procedure is simiIar to 
that in the development of the information type of trade test. A 
preliminary set of tasks, tools, and material is gathered and items· 
of score devised. This tentative eeries is given to a few persons and 
then revised in the light of the preliminary try-out. When the 
final eet of items is selected, it is then pOBBible to determine the 
critical scores in the same fashion as previously described. A little 
more ingenuity is often required, as, for instance, in selecting the 
aspects of the product to measure and score objectively. Care is 
also necessary in having supplies and equipment ava.ilable and hav
ing tools in good condition in order that everything may be stand
ard. A few performance trade tests will now be described. 

PaIiIJm,..mnker 

The applicant is provided with a standard set of tools and stock 
and with a blueprint. He is directed to .. make a pattern for this 
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cast steel bracket according to this drawing." He is required first· 
to read all the legends and measurements and point out each as he 
reads it in order to insure that everything is clear to him. He is 
then allowed to make the pattern. The time is taken and the 
finished product then scored in the following standard fashion. A 
photograph of a finished product has various dimensions indicated 
with their allowable margin of error. The applicant's product is 
thim measured with reference to these dimensions to see how closely 
it conforms to specifications. If his product falls outside any 
margin of error, a defect is scored against him. One dimension, for 
instance, must be between 5 1/32" and 53/32", another between 
4" and 4 1/16". A dimension falling outside these limits consti
tutes a defect. There are various other penalties, such as getting 
the grain of one piece of wood -in the wrong direction, drilling the 
hole all the way through when it should go only part way, totaling 
twenty-four possible defects in the finished product. A candidate 
is rated as a journeyman whose product has one of these defects 
and completes the work in between 71 and 120 minutes. A candi
date is rated as a novice whose product does not consist of three 
or four blocks. 

Interior wireman 
The applicant is provided with two joists and cross-piecee 

fSstened together to resemble a portion of a ceiling. He also has 
certain insulating tubes, knobs, wire, tape, and various other tools. 
He is then instructed as follows: "This is a part of a ceiling, joists, 
and cross-pieces. Run two feed wires across and through both 
joists using holes already drilled. From these main lines tap oli 
leads in parallel and drop a lamp cord from this support. Use any 
material necessary, but do not use any more than you have to." 
The applicant is required to repeat his instructions in order to in
sure that he actually knows what is required. He is then left to 
his own devices. The finished product is scored according to a. 
standard scheme. Certain aspects of the work are given one point 
credit if done in one way and no credit if done in another way. For 
instance, if the wires are drawn through the two outside holes 5" 
apart through both joists, the applicant receives a. credit of one, 
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while if they are drawn through holes less than SIt apart he receives 
no credit. If he leaves a rubber tape or an open wire exposed, he 
receives no credit, but if friction tape entirely covers the rubber 
tape and all open wires are covered, he receives one point credit. 
He is given one point if the main lineS are soldered tightly, but if 
they are loosely soldered no credit. In this way there are twelve 
possible items of score. An applicant is rated as a journeyman. if 
he makes at least n41e points and takes less than thirty minutes. 
He is an apprentice if he makes between two and eight points and 
takes more than thirty minutes. Less than two points indicates a 
novice. 

Truc1c drivers 
The two foregoing instances are typical of the product-time test 

in which the subject performs a given test, the finished product of 
which can be scored. One illustration will be given of a process 
test in which the subject is required to drive a truck through cer
tain maneuvers. The examiner sits on the front seat beside the 
subject scoring· him on certain aspects of driving during the test. 
After certain preliminary manipulations of levers, of driving forward 
and backing in the open, the subject enters a course nine feet wide 
marked off by stakes every five feet. The first portion of this 
course is in the shape of a letter "S" and the subject drives through 
at the speed he "thinks best." He is sco~ in this part of the test 
on the following errors: racing the engine when starting or shifting, 
abrupt start, grinding the gears when shifting, going through the 
S-shaped road in first speed or knocking down a stake. At the end 
of this course he drives his hood between two posts that are rather 
close together. He is penalized if he knocks down these posts. He 
ia then compelled to back through a semi-circuIar road without 
knocking down any stakes, an error being scored against him if' he 
makes more than one direct backing in order to enter the half
circle or if he knocks down more than one stake. He then has to 
back the rear of the truck up to a small platform and further errors 
are scored if he hits the platform or approaches it at an angle or too 
far to one side. He then goes to another part of the course where 
he is required to turn around on a side hilL Possible errors in. 
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elude letting the truck roll downhill more than a foot, driving with 
the emergency brake on, making more than one backing in order to 
turn around, or stalling the engine. After the subject has com
pleted this course and all the errol'B have been noted, it is possible 
to rate him. An expert makes three errol'B or less, a journeyman 
from four to nine, an apprentice from ten to fifteen, and a novice 
sixteen or more. 

GENERAL PRECAUTIONS 

Reliability and validity should be considered in a trade test just 
as in a test of capacity. It is possible after the finaJ set of items 
has been selected to divide it arbitrarily into two equal parte and 
to determine whether the subjects make approximately the same 
score in the two parte. It is less satisfactory with this type of test 
to give it twice and compare initial and subsequent scores, for the 
reason that memory for items in the first instance will influence the 
second repetition. Many subjects after the first test will look up or 
inquire about certain &n8Wem which they did not know and hence 
in a second test do much better. Those who perchanre have not 
made such inquiry will be at a disadvantage. Moreover, in many 
of the trade tests thus far developed there are so few items that if 
one half is compared with the other half there is opportunity for 
considerable error due to the small number of items. In the army 
one of the main functions of the trade test was to discover those 
with very little proficienCy in their alleged trade, and for this pur
pose a rather brief set of questions was sufficient to reveal the 
tendency. 

The validity of the trade test is largely revealed in the selection 
of questions and the calibration procedure above described. It is 
obviously impractical to correlate scores with the criterion when 
the latter consists merely of the four degrees of trade ability. Hence 
it is impossible to state the validity in quantitative form. In the 
graphic method of calibration, however, it can be seen whether 
each item and also the total of the items makes possible a fair 
separetion between the different degrees of trade ability. If this 
is possible with little overlapping, the test may be considered to 
have fairly high validity. It is, of COUl'Be, also possible to give a 
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JdOSJ*'tive employee at; the time of application lather than any 
innate capacity that; wiIll!ll8ble him to achieve so"",",",, after ade
quate training. They &nI Id prognostic, boa measure presen' 
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ability. They are needed in cases where it is unwise to take the 
applicant's word as to his trade experience and status. It is de
sirable so to devise the test that it can be administered by an ex
aminer with no trade knowledge and so that it will yield an un
equivocal and objective score that is quite independent of the 
judgment or knowledge of the person evaluating the results. 

Trade tests are based on one of two general principles. It is 
possible to ascertain something regarding a person's trade status 
by giving him a standard sample of the work to perform. It is also 
possible to obtain indirect indicat.ions by testing his information 
regarding details of the trade on the theory that an experieneed 
tradesman will have incidentally picked lip considerable informa
tion about his trade and will be familiar with tools, material, and 
processes so that he can answer questions about them. 

There are four common types of trade tests. In the oral type 
the questions are asked verhally and the subject's replies noted by 
the examiner. In the picture method the applicant is questioned 
regarding details in pictures of implements or machinery used in the 
trade. The content of the written test is similar to that of the oral 
test, but the form is such that the subject has merely to select the 
correct one from a group of alternative answers. The written test 
is usually adapted to group administ.ration. In the performance 
test the subject does some typical standardized operation, perhaps 
on a small scale. This may be scored according to the process he 
uses, the finished product, the time consumed, or a combination of 
all of these. The oral and picture tests have the advantages ac
cnting to other individual tests, namely, that they minimi.., op
portunities for misunderstanding and consequent erroneous results 
and that they make possible a certain amount of clinical observa
tion. The picture test has the additional advantage of being more 
concrete and making greater appeal to the applicant, but it has the 
disadvantage that the picture may represent a machine of a differ
ent model from that with which the applicant is familiar and thus 
throw him completely off the track. The written method in its 
group form produces great time-saving and has answers that are 
unequivocal and which can be easily and quickly scored by any one. 
The performance method comes perhaps closer to the practical 
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situation because it tests actual skill. It must usually, however, 
be given individually which requires considerable outlay in the way 
of equipment and materials. 

The method of developing and standardizing a trade test differs 
from that for innate capacity tests. Whereas in the latter we are 
dealing with a number of tests, each composed of many items, and 
are comparing with the criterion the total number of items com
pleted in a given test, in the case of the trade test we have all items 
of approximately the same sort and compare them individually 
with the criterion to determine which are the most differential 
items. The criterion that is most frequently used is a division of 
the subjects into novioes, apprentioes, journeymen, and experts, 
using these terms in the conventional trade sense. It is then neces
sary by consulting technical souroes and conferring with foremen to 
devise a prelim.inary set of items of information or performance. 
These will presumably have to be revised in order to clear up ambi
guities. It is well to confer with foremen in this revision and also 
to give the items to a small group of workers in order to locate any 
misunderstandings. This prelim.inary set of revised items is then 
given to tradesmen in the four groups above mentioned. For each 
group is determined the per cent of the members who answer a 
given item. If the per cent of the apprentices is higher than that of 
the novioes, if the apprentioes in turn are exceeded by the journey
men, and if the experts have the largest per cent of all answering 
the question, this particular item may be considered differential of 
trade ability. This determination may be facilitated by plotting 
a curve for these four percentages. A similar procedure is carried 
through for each question or item. It is then possible by inspection 
of the graphs to determine the most differential questions. These 
will be embodied in the final form of the trade test. It then re
mains to calibrate this final set of questions in order to set critical 
scores. This may be done graphically by plotting the total score 
of each individual keeping in separate blocks of the chart the 
different trade classes and then drawing by inspection a line be
tween the classes with the least possible overlapping. 

Tests of the four types above mentioned have been developed 
along these lines. The army trade teets were the first extensive 
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development of this sort and detailed examples are given in various 
reports of the army work. 

It is desirable to investigate the reliability and validity of a trade 
test where this is possible. BaU of the items may be correlated 
with the other half to determine reIiability, although this is often 
not feasible because of the smaIl number of items used. The 
validity is largely revealed in the calibration procedure, but it may 
be possible to compare scores with subsequent success in the work. 

H a trade test has been developed in one situation, it is not safe 
to employ it in another simiIar one without recaIibration. It often 
develops that methods of doing the work or the type of joachjnery 
used in one plant differ sufficiently from those in another so that 
a test devised in the former will be unsatisfactory in the latter. 
Whether or not this is true can be ascertained by a repetition of the 
calibration proCedure to determine if the critical scores hold in the 
new situaticm. 



CHAPTER xv 
JOB ANALYSIS 

NATURE OF .rOB ANALYBIS 

JOB analysis has been defined 88 "a process of dissecting a job and 
describing its component elements" (290) or 88 a "scientific study 
and statement of all the facts about a job which reveal its content 
and the modifying factors which surround it. " (582.) It comprises 
a consideration of the employer's contribution in the way of tools, 
material, pay, or general work situation, and of the workman's 
contribution in the way of skill, intellectual capacity, previous ex
perience, or personal qualities. Job analysis is closely related to 
job specification or occupational description. The analysis is the 
means and the specification the end. After a detsiled analysis has 
been condueted, the resu1t is a series of specifications which may be 
used for various practical purposes. The analysis studies and as
certains the nature of the job, while the specifications reorganize 
this material into usable form. 

PURl'OSI!I 

Job analysis is condueted for four main purposes. (Cf. 370.) 
The first of these is the improvement of methods of work. If it is 
desired to determine the most efficient way of doing a job, this may 
be facilitsted by stating in standard quantitstive form the different 
parts of the operation. We may wish to know, for instance, the 
time required to turn a tsper, the distance one must reach (or a 
wrench, or the time spent by a salesman in making out his reports 
and in other routine work. With this information in hand it may 
be possible to improve efficiency by eliminating wasted effort or by 
making technical adjustments. 

A second purpose of job analysis is concerned with the health or 
safety of the employees. To this end study is made of the various 
conditions such 88 ventilation or illumination or the proximity of 
dangerous m .... binery to various parts of the worker's body. The 
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aim of this type of analysis is to find where readjustments are nece&
sary in the interest of safety and health. 

A third purpose of job analysis is concerned with more effective 
methods of training employees. It is often possible to organize the 
content of a worker's instruction more scientifically. For instance, 
if the difficulties of the various operations are known, it may be 
feasible to teach the less difficult operations first and then the more 
difficult ones subsequently. This plan is sometimes followed in 
training apprentices where the trade is divided into a number of 
subdivisionS which are taught successively. Again, if the success
ful salesmen ·encourage the prospects to operate the adding ma
chine themselves and ask plenty of "yes" questions, these facts 
may be passed along to the new men in the course of their training. 

The fourth purpose of job analysis and the one with which psy
chology is most concerned is aimed at employment methods. From 
this standpoint we may analyze the work with reference to the 
duties, working conditions, pay, and relation to other kinds of work, 
and we may analyze the worker with reference to his various 
qualifications, innate and aequired. 

NEED 

The need for job analysis is apparent. Many occupational 
names are ambiguous. In personnel work in the army, for instance, 
wireless operators were Deeded in the different branches. At the 
outset it was assumed that any wireless operator would serve equally 
well in any branch. As a matter of fact a wireless operator in the 
heavy artillery had to care for apparatus and make repairs under 
adverse conditions. He also had to send and receive fifteen words 
a minute. A wireless operator in a motor mechanics division, on 
the other hand, supervised the testing and repair of radio units and 
apparatus. Or, again, a recruit who on his qualification card said 
that he was a pipe-cutter was assigned to a sewer job, but it sub
sequently developed that he had been a carver of meerschaum 
pipes. Similar ambiguities eXist in present industrial terms, es
pecially in view of the frequent subdivision and specialization of 
work in a given category. If a request is made for a machinist 
there may be persons available who are good at lathe work, but 
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poor at bench work, or who can operate a drill press without being 
able to do other kinds of machine work effeetively. H a clerical 
worker is desired it is necessary to specify something more than this 
general term because qualifications are quite different for tran
scribing clerks such as time keepers, bill clerks, bookkeepers, steno
graphic clerks who do shorthand and typing or secretarial work, 
filing clerks who classify material alphabetica.Ily or according to 
topics, public service clerks who meet the public at a cashier's 
window, or machine-operating clerks whose work is confined 
largely to computing machines. Hence it is obviously necessary 
to specify in somewhat more detail the actua.l nature of the job and 
the actual qualifications desired for that job. 

THE ROLE OF PSYCHOLOGY IN JOB ANALYSIS 

Use of psychological categories. Job ana.Iysis, to be sure, in
volves many things beside psychology; Much ·of the information 
dea.Is with various items of industrial practice, but some of it a.Iso 
runs into the psychologica.I categories especia.Ily when describing 
the necessary qualifications of workers. Mention is often made 
of the operative's innate capacity such as intelligence or attention. 
This sort of thing, we have seen earlier, may be approached more 
objectively, if desired, by the procedure of menta.I tests. Account 
may a.Iso be taken of his acquired proficiency in various lines and 
this may be approached by the trade test technique aJready de
scribed. Then again the qualifications may include certain per
sonaJity traits and these may be eva.Iuated by the rating sca.Ie pro
cedure. In other words, the description of the worker will often 
run into psychological categories and may sometimes actua.Ily com
prise the results of technical procedures such as have beeo discussed 
earlier in the book. A fina.I job specification may frequently in
clude scores on certain tests or rating sca.Ies. 

Psychological background for interviewer. Psychological train
ing will probably help the job analyst. The psychologist usua.Ily 
learns to observe people somewhat more closely than does the 
ordinary individuaJ. In a clinic, for instance, considerable stress 
is attached to the involuntary movements a person makes, the way 
he goes at a task, and the fleeting evidences of emotiona.I abnor-: 
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mality. A person with a psychological or clinical background will 
probably observe whether the worker is performing his task auto
matically or with apparent conscious effort, whether he takes ad
vantage of the rhythm of the operation, whether his eye neces
sarily follows his band in making c:ertaill adjustments, whether a 
eaIesman dominates the ProslWct in the sales interview. Psy
chological training further helps in directing the analyst's attention 
to what the man does as well as to what the machine does. The 
casual observer is perhaps more inclined to watch the machine, 
whereas the psychologist will pay a considerable amount of atten
tion to the workman. Again, this type of training makes one 
especially conscious of the necessity for concrete and specific de
scriptions. The psychologist is distinctly aware of the limitations 
in terminology when dealing with human traits. Finally, while the 
technique of weighting different variables, such as items of personal 
history or test scores, in order to predict validly some other varia
ble, such as occupational efficiency, is not unique with psychology, 
nevertheless the psychologist is usually familiar with such tech
nique and hence has a rather good hackground for research work. 
In the following discussion a brief account will be given of the cur
rent method of job analysis followed by a oonsideration of its 
primarily psychological aspects. 

KETHOD OF SECURING DATA 

Questionnaire or interview. Various methods are used for secur
ing job analysis data. One of the cruder procedures, which, how
ever, is quite oommon, consists of issuing a questiouuaire to work
ers and others in a position to evaluate a given job. This question
naire may ask them in a general way to describe the nature of the 
job and the qualifications that they deem necessary on the part of 
the worker, or it may include a fairly exhaustive list of possible 
items as a guide to them in 1illing out the questiouuaire. This 
procedure has little to recommend it. The average worker does 
not realise the importance of exactness in such a case and is prone 
to make his description in rather general terms without sufficiently 
defining them. The worker erroneously assumes, if he is using a 
word such as "good supervising ability," that this word means the 
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same thing to every one else that it does to him. Furthermore, one 
who has had no special training in job analysis will probably at
tach undue importance to some minor matters and fail to discrimi
nate between the significance of different elements of the job. 
Consequently it is muchobetter to obtain the information in a per
sonal interview. H the analyst is face to face with the workma.n 
and questioning him verbally, hff' can adapt his procedure to the 
circumstances. H the worker is indefinite on some pa.rt.ieula.r point, 
he can be questioned further on that point while it is still under 
consideration. H some particuIar "lead" is given whi,* may to 
the worker seem insignificant, but is not necessarily so, the inter
viewer can follow it as far as seems desirable. 

There may be other methods of securing job analysis data ap
plicable to certain kinds of work. For instance, in the case of proof
readers photographs were made of their eye-movements with a 
rather elaborate technique (reflecting a beam of light from the eye
ball onto a moving photographic film). During reading the eyes 
pause at various places along the line, jumping very quickly from 
one p1a.ce to the next. Good proof-readers made seven pauses per 
line as compared with eleven pauses for the poor proof-readers. 
(290.) At present, however, the interview is practically the uni
versal method for obtaining such data. 

The interviewer's personal qualities. H the latter procedure is 
adopted, it is obvious that the interviewer is the crux of the situa.
tion. He needs certain qua.lifications in order to do his work suc
cessfully. Those who bave dea.1t with these problems in a practical 
way suggest various lists of qua.lifications that a successful inter
viewer requires. (123.) For instance, he should have a rather high 
degree of intelligence, ability to analyze the situation, to be alert 
for leads, and ability to discriminate the important from the un
important. There is less certainty as to whether he requires tech
nical training in the job. He must surely bave enough fa.milia.rity 
with the work to understand its terminology. It would be absurd 
for an interviewer to approach a man and be unable to talk to him 
in his own language. If the worker uses terms which are very 
familiar to himself and the interviewer repeatedly has to have these 
terms explained, it puts the interviewer in the position of not know-
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ing his business and is conducive to a lack of confidence. However, 
it is doubtful if the inMrviewer needs the familiarity with the oc
cupation that comes from personal experience and it is even poe

. sible for him to be too familiar. There is a danger in the latter 
case of his going into minutim that are insignificant from the 
practical standpoint. 

In addition to intelligence and knowledge of technical termi
nology the interviewer needs further various personal qualities. 
He must be patient because his work will often involve considerable 
delay. H he is about to interview an executive there are many 
interruptions that will occur, and if he is of an impatient type he 
will perhaps get into an attitude that is unfavorable to a successful 
interview. Moreover, he needs a considerable amount of tact. 
It is often difficult to get a man to talk about his job. Some persons 
are more or less jealous in that respect and apt to be reticent. If, 
however, the interviewer tactfully expresses interest in the person's 
work, he will probably be able to extract the desired information. 
He should also be rather persistent and firm in his manner because 
it is often necessary to keep the worker on the track. It may 
frequently be necessary to state, "That is all very interesting, but 
now what about this?" The interviewer further needs to be able 
to inspire confidence and cooperation so that the men will be inter
ested in helping him in every way that they can. When a worker 
hails a man who interviewed him a few days previously and tells 
him that he has subsequently thought of one or two other aspects 

.. of his work that he forgot to mention on the previous occasion, it is 
obvious that the worker has confidence in the interviewer and is 
anxious to cooperate. Finally the interviewer must be a good saI~ 
man. He should be able to present the matter to all those whose 
cooperation he needs in such a way that they will be "sold" on 
the proposition and willing to invest their time and effort in it. 

Interviewer's training. The interviewer must have some pre
liminary training before much value can be attached to his results. 
The amount varies in different situations. In a survey at one of 
the government air service experiment stations one day's intensive 
training was given the interviewers, whereas as a preliminary to an 
ana1ysis of secretarial work the interviewer had about a month's 
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instru<'tion. This training involves to some extent the preparation 
of questions and the revision of the wordini!; of the questions in such 
a way as to bring out the desired infonna'tion. Trial interviews 
are often valuable in which the person conducts a few interviews, . 
not with the intention of obtaining valuable infonnation, but for 
the purpose of getting the experience himself. The instructor can 
go over the results of these trial interviews with him and show him 
his mistakes or his good features. While preliminary training of 
this sort is usually given, it is not to be assumed that after such 
training the interviewer can work entirely independently. In a 
\arge organization where there are several interviewers they should 
have frequent conferences about their work with those who are 
directly responsible. 

Whom to interview. H an organization is confronted with the 
problem of analyzing certain occupations, the next point to con
eider is what persons are to be interviewed. Obviously there are 
two possibilities - the workers who are actually doing the job that 
is being analyzed and the men who supervise their work. It might 
seem offhand that the superiors ought to know in great de!.aiJ. just 
what the men are doing and hence would be the most desirable 
parties to interview. As a matter of fact there are often minor 
aspects of the day's routine that do not reach the supervisor at aIL 
For instance, a superintendent of a pressroom would consider that 
his foremen were essentially engaged in carrying out his orders and 
in getting the work out on time and might entirely overlook the 
fact that they also had to see that the presses were washed and oiled' 
before leaving each night. This operation is an important part of 
their job, but in an actuaI interview it did not occur to the super
intendent. On the other hand, the worker may not give all the 
infonnation desired. It is hard for a person to take a detached 
point of view toward his work and describe all its details. This is 
particularly the case if a person has been at a job for a long time. 
Many operations become relatively automatic so that a person will 
perform them with very little attention. Consequently, as he 
thinks back over his work with a view to analysis these aspects 
which do not occupy much attention during the day's work are 
somewhat less apt to be recalled. Hence it would seem desirable 
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in conducting job analyses to get infonnation both from the 
workeIS and their superiors, trusting that the details that are 
omitted by one will be supplied by the other. 

It is further desirable to get a rather typical sampling of individ
uals to interview. In some instances it is, of course, possible to 
take everybody in the concern who is working at a given job as well 
as all the supervisors. If this is not feasible and a sampling is to be 
taken, it is well to insure that the sampling is typical and does not 
represent a special aspect of the work. In a study of secretarial 
workeIS (123) where peISOns in a great many different establish
ments were interviewed, effort was made to sample those in four 
different lines of work - secretaries in genera! business capacities, 
secretaries in institutions, secretaries to professional men, and 
secretaries in government positions. When the samples were 
selected in this way there was less danger that the analysis would 
reflect the peculiar features of one particular kind of secretarial 
work. 

No definite rule can be laid down as to the number of peISOns who 
should be interviewed. After the procedure has reached a certain 
point, it will become obvious that the few individuals last inter
viewed have contributed nothing in addition to what has been con
tributed by earlier ones. Consequently, further interviewing will 
prohably be of little value because it will yield little additional in-
fonnation. -

Types of questions. The questions asked in the interview may 
be of severa! sorts. In the first place, they may be of a very genera! 
character designed merely to get a peISOn talking about his work
such questions as what he finds the most interesting aspect of it or 
how he chanced to undertake that kind of work at all. These 
questions do not yield any specific infonnation, but simply lead the 
peISOn to discuss his work in a genera! way. In the second place, a 
more comprehensive list of questions dealing with many aspects of 
the work may be provided. Effort is made to obtain answers to 
these questions before the termination of the interview. A third 
method consists of the preparation of a long list of functions in 
which the worker checks those which he thinks are involved in his 
occupation. 
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The first of these alternatives is probably of value only for a 
preliminary survey in cases where the interviewer knows very little 
about the work to start with. More frequently he can have the 
duties and other aspects of the job somewhat classified before ap
proaching the worker and ask biro about specific items. In many 
occupations, even though the interviewer knows little about them, 
he can be certain that information as to education, physical re
quirements, working conditions, tools, responsibilities, and the like 
will be of value. The procedure of having the person simply check 
in a comprebensive list the things that are involved in his work is 
sometimes valuable in the finaI stages of the analysis after a good 
des.! of prelimina.ry information has been secured. This method 
can even be Mminist.ered by mail or by simply distributing blanks 
which the worker fills out without consulting the interviewer at all. 
This procedure is sometimes used to increase the statistical data 
availsble for a given study. If, for instance, it has developed tnt 
a certain oomprebensive group of duties is involved in various kinds 
of secretarial work, it may be desired then to ascertain whether 
secretaries to professional people encounter more frequently cer
tain of these duties than do secretaries in ordina.ry business po
sitions. This type of information can be rather readily obtained by 
some such check list without consuming a great des.! of time on the 
part of the interviewer. 

A work sheet is commonly used for securing the preliminary 
job-analysis data. It is generally agreed that it is undesirable to 
attempt to write up the occupational description during the inter
view itself. It is better to obtain the information on rough work 
sheets and then, after various persons have been interviewed, to 
compare the results and attempt to write a single occupational 
description on the basis of all the work sheets. This work sheet may 
comprise a very specific list of questions which are asked practically 
verbatim together with blank spaces for writing the answers ob
tained. A typical work sheet starts with the following questions: 

1. In what year did you leave school? 
2. What preliminary training did you have for this sort of work? 
a. H&ve you ever thought of any school subjects which you wish you had 

taksn with a visw to increasing your efficisncy at your pressnt work? 
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On the other hand, the work sheet may comprise, not actual ques
tions, but simply a list of topics each folluwed by appropriate space 
for notation. The interviewer is guided by these topics and the 
exact wording of his questions depends on the interview situation. 

A typical work sheet (525, 141) comprises on its first page a 
space for the description of the work - the duties, responsibilities, 
tools and equipment, and working conditions. In describing the 
duties emphasis is placed, not on mere detail, but on a statement of 
the functions of the job. "Responsibilities" includes such things 
as cuetody of money or property and insuring the safety of other 
employees. "Tools and equipment" does not require mention of 
things such as hammers or shovels which anyone can handle with
out much special instruction, but rather things involving special 
skill and training such as typewriters or acetylene welders. To 
facilitate the evaluation of working conditions a code is appended 
as follows: . 

A. Imminent risk of life; e.g., experiments) parachute jumper. 
B. Dangerous; e.g., flying work. 
C. Hazardous; e.g., aviation mechanic, ground man. 
D. Unhealthy or extremely unpleasant; e.g., doper, propeller test. 
E. Factory or shop. 
F. Gffioe. 

The notation of one of these code letters on the sheet is all that is 
necessary. 

The next page of the blank involves a set of minimum require
ments on the part of the worker. Physical qualities are coded in 
somewhat simiIar fashion to the preceding, as follows: 

A. Superlative; e.g.,_ great strength (continuous heavy lifting), excep
tional eyesight (draftsman, instrument maker). 

B. Superior; e.g., unusual strength (occasional heavy lifting); good eye
sight (machinist). 

C. Better than average; e.g., better than average strength (carpenter, 
plumber); better than average eyesight (typist, fabric worker). 

D. Below average - average strength not needed (watchman, mes
senger, engineer); average vision not needed (doper, dry kiln 
operator, fire 6ghter). 

E. Slight -little strength required (office worker, draftsman); poor 
vision acceptable (janitor, laborer). 
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Another item calIs for education with a space for entry somewhat 
after the fashion of the graphic rating scale as follows: 
PcJn..GBAD17A.TII WOBJ[ COLLIIOII ]bOB ScaOOL CoYMON ScHOOL 

VIVIllIII GIV III II I GIVIllIII G876543 

The number indicates the grade of common school, high school, or 
college the individual finished. The interviewer finds it very simple 
then to check a certain place on this line after he obtains the in
formation. In somewhat similar manner dsta regarding require
ments of special training or experience may be recorded: 

Special trainiog - V IV III II 18 12 6 3 1 none! 
Experience - V IV III II 18 12 6 3 1 none 

In this case the arabic numbers indicate months and the Roman 
numemis years. With reference to technical skill the sheet pro
vides a line comprising the four usuaI trlJ.de classifications thus: 

Expert ••• Journeyman ••. Apprentice ••• None ••• 

The presence of this item on the blank suggests, of course, the' de
sirability in some instances .of setting a critical trade test score. If 
the results of this job analysis are to be used in employing persons 
where technical skill is desirable, it will be more satisfactory, as has 
been shown previously, actuslly to give a man a trade test and de
termine on that basis whether he has the requisite trade ability 
rather than to take his word for it. The job analysis would then 
state the amount of technical skill necessary, and in using this 
analysis for employment purposes the trade test would determine 
whether the applicant had the requisite skill. 

Further items on the blank deal with persons.l qualities and are 
arranged in the manner of the graphic rating scale: 
Judgment 

Unlallina; Good: en'Ol"8 Average: N.". 
errors e&UM cauae money errors cause r,,,,,nal - confusion --Creative 

ability Bi.rbeat: 
inventiveD811 :~ty AverRf'!'i 

initiative 
No .. 

Supe1'-. 
&00 26 10 2 VlSOry 100 - -. 

ability 
None 
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The last of these ca1la for the number of men whom the individual 
supervises. 

Each of these "requirements" has also a blank space labeled 
"reason." In this the interviewer must justify the entry he has 
just made. For example, on the work sheet for automobile me
chanics the entry "keen hearing" was justified by the statement 
that this was necessary in order to diagnose motor trouble; common
school education was required in order to make out time slips and 
read written directions; a year's previous training in a garage or 
repair shop was requisite in order to shorten the learning period, 
and good judgment was listed because it was required in .. shooting 
trouble." This procedure of making the interviewer justify each 
entry insures that the item listed represents a real requirement and 
not an imaginary one. It puts the interviewer and the one being 
interviewed to the necessity of really considering the value of cer
tain items. It also cIarilies the qualification itself by showing a 
concrete way in which it is to function. 

Another page of the blank is simiIar to the one for minimum re
quirements, but deals with further requirements that are desired, 
but not absolutely essential. It comprises the same set of items 
with spaces for writing the answers and also justifying them. The 
interviewer can then list the qualifications of a given sort ao
cording to whether they are minimum or simply desirable. 

In the administration of such a work sheet it is not customary to 
use a stencil or to measure the position of the check marks, as is 
done with the usual graphic rating scale, but simply to code them 
by having some letter for each of the phrases or numbers on the 
line. These code letters may then be entered in boxes at the top 
of the work sheet. 

Many of the items on such work sheets are not of psychological 
character, but there are manifestly certain IISpects in which psy
chology is or might well be involved. The conventioual rating 
Bcale procedure is suggested by the c.)nsideration of various 
character traits. The question of trade quaIifications immediately 
points to the technique of trade tests. In certain types of work it 
might prove that additional items regarding intelligence were 
desirable. It might even be possible to analyse a job with referenoe 
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to whether it required a high degree of attention or a certain amount 
of memory or the ability to make quick decisions or other special 
capacities. A person with psychologies! training might frequently 
find items of this sort which could very well be included in the 
analysis of the job. 

OCCUPATIONAL DESCRIPTION 

Form. After a considerable number of persons have been inter
viewed and a work sheet filled out for each, it is possible to note 
statements regarding duties and qualifications on· which there is 
substantial agreement. The interviewer is then in a position tG 
write up the results of his interviews in the form of a finsl occupa
tional description or job specification. While the form of such 
description may vary with the circumstances and the preferences 
of those most concerned, it is rather an established practice to put 
the description in the form of sinIple declarative sentences. 

Examples. A few typies! occupational descriptions will be 
cited. 

Occupational de8crip!itm fur automobile mechanic 1 

Duties 

Boura 

Minimum 
qualifi
cations 

Additional 
qualifi
cations 
desired 
Working 
conditioIlB 

The automobiles and trueb used by this company are kept in condition in the 
G&raJe Branch of the Maintenanee Section. 
Under direction the automobile mechanic overhauls. repairs, and operates weh 
nandard machines as the DodJie and Cadilla.c touring CIlI'8 and Mack, Stand
ard B, and O. M. C. motor truclu. He testa. overhauls, and repairs motors, 
aeOE"fators, and ienitiOD unit.. He does acetylene wekI.iDe. and uae. toola auob 
fill lathe, reamer, and. valve-reader. 

7.45 A .... to 11.30 A.M. I 
11.30 A .... to 12.50 UI:. Lunoh Mondqto Friday. 
12.15 P .... to 4.30 P.M. 
7.44 .A.II. to 11.45 .UI. Saturday, 

The automobile meebanie mUllt have lJ"&(Iuatod from commOD school and in 
addition be mUllt bl\\'o had three years' praetical ol[perienee in a prage 01' auto
motive machino mop BII repo.i.rman. In lieu of one ~ar of practiaal el[peri~ 
ence, &is montha' special training in automobile repairing or one ye8Z' aa rna--
nhiniBt IiPprontico will bo accep.ted. Man 18 to 50 yeartJ 01 A£&. 
The automobile mechanie should be physically strong. capable of occasional 
heavy liftinx. He .hould have good eycaia:ht in order to do close work and 
make line adiUlltment8, althoUilb Illaasca are permitted. Keen hoarina is alao 
desired in ordcr to enable him to te8t motors by BOund. 
Accuracy ia important ill t.hia work as errors may c&W18 del&y and impair work. 

Oara!le with concrete Boot. The worker is on his feet about hAlf the timo. 
Much of bis time ill in a el'Ouchinq or prone p08ition incident to ropairs undeJ'o 
neath cars. The automobile mechanio is outdoors part of the t.ime. eapeoially 
when teatiDE maohine.s on the road. 

Principal From: Truck driver. chauffeur, mecbanio'a belprrr. 
lines of To: Ga.rap auporin\CI.w:!.em. eDKiue meohanio. 

promotion 

I Alter Scott and Clothier. 
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It is obvious that this description embodies the information dis
cussed earlier in connection with the interview. It begins with a 
description of duties, stating exactly what the man does. It also 
gives the hours which he works. The next section gives the mini
mum quaIifications and covers'the various topics of education, ex
perience, and the like that have been discussed before. There are 
also additional quaIifications which are desired but not absolutely 
neCl!SSl!J"Y. Further information appears regarding working con
ditions and also the principal lines of promotion. This latter gives 
a notion as to the most profitable positions from which to recruit 
personnel for the job in question and also the positions into which 
one may be promoted after having had adequate experience. In 
the original occupational description sheet just given there is also 
a series of boxes at the top for quick reference. These boxes refer 
to items such as education, experience, judgment, accuracy, SUpel'

vision, physical qualities, and working conditions. In each box is 
entered a single letter. This letter refers in code to different de
grees of the quaIification or item mentioned. Such codes for physi
cal qualities and working conditions have already been given 
(p. 476). The following are the notations for recording in code the 
remaining item& 

A. Graduation from college 
B. Graduation from high school 
C. Two years' high school 
D. Graduation from common school 
E. Six years' common .chool 
F. None 

A. Ten years 
B. Five years 
C. Three years 
D. Two years 
E. One year 
F. Non. 

'. J~ 

A. Errors may cause loss nf life 
B. Errors may cause personal injurr 
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c. Errors may cause money loss 
D. Errors may cause confusion - inter-departmenta.! 
E. Errors may cause inconvenience - intm-departmenta.! 
F. None 

Accuracy 
A. Errors may cause loss of life 
B. Errors may cause persol)&\ injury 
C. Errors may cause money loss 
D. Errors may eause confusion - inter-departmenta.! 
E. Errors may cause inconvenience - intm-departmental 
F. None 

• SupenMim& 
A. Supervising 100 
B. Supervising 50 
C. Supervising 25 
D. Supervising 10 
E. Supervising 5 
F. None 

Occupatiund description for desigMr in atructural steel 1 

Pay The employment salary ill 130 per week. 

Duties and 
t'e8])?nsi
bilitiea 

Penronai 
qualities 
desired 

The d~eJ' in structura1 steel dcsigna tbe steelwork Deoo!RI'Y for etJtJling ItnDtn 
and coall"", bridq,..; the steel framework for substation and {1~inq ltatiorul 
and miscellaoeous structures euch as stairways and platforms. All of this work 
ia constructed eit.her by contract 01' by the company's huildioa construction do
~ent. 

In detlignine steelwork the designer should be familiar with: 
(al) The low to which the structures will be IJUbjectcd. 
(b Structural steel handbooks which .pYe tables of the size 01 stnlC'ltuml 

memben, such sa e)/' beama, H _amsu, chGnruY, anQl_, and. girUr 
beaM.t, whieb he win use. 

(.) The IJtandard methoW! of makinc oonnectiODII between INa".. and. 
colUJJtrlof, flea,... with btu""', etc. 

(cI) The neceasary "'rut. and brCICM and the methode of CIODIIfIClti.ne t.heae 
with eo1umna and beams. 

The desiper in structural IItool also desi!pl8 the steel framework lor addj. 
tiODli to be made to czisting buildinp. Before rnakitl& tbceo dC'lrigm he tak", 
field measurements at pointe where tbt'! new work ill to be added, noti.tu;' ea.JO
fuUy whetm reinforcemenY will be DeCeflBlU'Y in any existi~1{ construction and 
.uch thiDgB U collDeCtiona of floon, and waUs and apociaI foundaliona fot 
heavy machinery. 

Where lteel s~ plaUonns. or ladders are to be bw1t inaido of IfUbsta
tiOIll or power boWIe&, the desi.&'n2r takes field measurement. ., the location, 
alIowill&' for cleal'lLDee between new and emting work. 

At times the dclia:ner desiJrna 1Iul_1u brudai1l46 for boilel' rootruI of ~ 
hoWICII. In makill&' INch designs he Ihould make RllOWBDeeI for e~a.nmon of 
the breechill&' due to beat.. ~ t.ha, the propm: clearancee are allowed be
tween these nructurelll and es.iltmg steelwork. He Bhould be familiar witb 
U~nftoft joi'IJU D0Ce8Sa1'Y for ~ brUlChinu-. 

He makftl preliminary iay-outs of all desipa; he IhouId be familiar with 
.tandard drawina: practices, structural steel dcaiena. &nd. ltanciard drawing 
instruments. He must know how to operate a Univereal draftina; machine and 
UIIO aU miaeeDaneous materials used by draftsmen IUCb aa drawiDa paper, f..rao.o 
ine cloth. different I(1'ade. of pencils. and drawine inka. 
A man of 25 to 35 years 01 age ill desired.. 

Initiative above the average is essential. as he must in moe' C8BC8 uae his 0WIl 
judgment in working out the beat methods of design. 

AocW'&C)' iD duku'miDiDa; the neoetlltllU'l" lise aDd kind. of Rru.dunl m.molMz iI 

1 After Snow. 
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Working 
conditioD8 

Education 
and ex
perience 
desired 

9!>portun
ities for 
adVaDe&
ment 
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of prime importanee ..... eonsiderable _vina of money iI effected if tM. 
member!l are of the eI4Cit wei.g:ht ~ to aupport .. delinite load. plWl an 
additional load for a factor of lUlf'ety. 

Neatne!ll iD makinc drawinp that. caa be UDde:nJtood by othen ia an _~ 
tial qulUity. 

The work ia permanent and iI biJddy technical and meehani~ in nature. 
Working at a drawing board making drawi.~ may eauae lOme e:ve-stnin. 
The drafting room where the bt,y-outa and deai,:D8 are made is well li&hted. 
'ft'Intilated. and arranged, 

There ill IIOme outdoor work attached to thiI position .. when &aki.u.K field 
meaaurement.. 

A fourth-)'Nr technical edUee.tiOD ar ita equivalent is desired. One that ill 
~iAliled on the theory of atructurall~J design is preferred. 

Two years' _ eKpCrience desi.pina .\eel buildinp for powec plant. and .ub
.tWa ie desired. 

There ill at pn!IIl!nt DO clireet line of promotiOD from this position. 
There is opportunity for mon of this ~ to eecun positions with hi&h,... 

eponaibilitiel with atruc&.ural1Jteel corporatiODL 

Sources of Draftsmen of stnzetural steel oorporatiOIll aN eztenW I01Ir'ee8 of .upplr. 
supply Draftsmen are an internal source of 8UPply. 

This description is in form substantially like the preceding, giving 
information regarding duties and personal qualities, working con
ditions, education, and e>.-perience, and lines of promotion or po
sitions from which to select people to promote to this position. An 
example of an occupational description that is somewhat less com
prehensive is the following for workers in a prison shoe factory. 
Each job has a brief description together with certain further 
qualifications. It is to be noted that mental age as based on in
telligence tests is included as one of the qualifications. Amount of 
schooling is also specified as well as the time required to learn the 
job and the time required to attain skill. 

JOB DIl8CRIP'I'JOH o. JOB 
MEft'u 8cHootr- 1'nq '1'0 TIM_ '1'0 

Aaa. 11(0 B~ Of AC,ta! 
Sol. Fita inaolo to wood model. Adjusts 13-16 • 1 ...... 1 month 
rounding matlhine. Knives eut leather to form 

machine and We of modal. 

operator 
Channel- Bolda inaole acainst ebannelirur biro 13-11 • 1 ...... 1 ....... 
~mar- which cutll shoulder on edco of inaole 

chine 
and opens chanD.o1lor weltut. 

. operator 
Cutter Cuta l~atber for upper-. 13-15 • I"" 8mooth. 

Cut. linini (or uppers. 
Closer Oper1t.tes !lewina' ma~bioe. 

tere by !lewina' up back. 
30m. Q\l8I"" ll-13 8 1 a,. 1 month 

Bagger or 
top closer 

Oporates sewlIlJl' machine. Sews cot. all 
linin.: and loather qUlU'tera to&othor. 

13-1' 3 2 daya 1 month 

Eyeleter OJl('ratea eyelet punchina: machine. 12-U • 'd ... 1 montb 

Vamper Operates IIO~ macbill.L 
to quarwa toque. 

Be ......... 13-15 3 1 ...... I monu.. 
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pSYCHOLOGICAL POSSmILITIES IN JOB ANALYSIS FOB 

EMPLOYMENT PURPOSES 

4SS 

The foregoing illustrates the more recent methods of job analysis 
and occupational description. It is evident that some of the points 
are distinctly psychological in chsJacter. In so far as the job 
specification deals with the worker, i~ is bound to include mental 
factors and psychological terminology. This is related to the 
interests of the psychologist in two ways. As hinted in Chapter 
VIII, the results of job analysis may be of value to a psychologist 
initiating a projec~ of developing mental tests for some particular 
occupation. In such a ease it is necessary to determine what men
tal characteristics are required by the occupation with a view to 
devising tests for those characteristics. If a careful job analysis 
has been conducted by trained interviewers and occupational 
descriptions are availsble, these may give the psychologist some 
notion as to the nature of the job. He will often find this a valuable 
starting-point for his own analysis with a view to developing tests. 
If the occupational description mentions keen hearing, good at
tention, powers of observation, or the necessity of making motions 
quickly, this points to rather obvious psychological test possibilities. 
The experimenter will doubtless supplement this sort of information 
with further observation of his own, but it often calls his attention 
to aspects of the job that he might otherwise have overlooked and 
affords him a good beginning for his work. 

On the other hand, the psychologist has something to contribute 
to the job analysis program. Many of the principles discussed 
earlier in the book might very well enter here as a supplement to 
the method. If the job specification is to be the final instrument 
used for hiring workers, it might theoretically embody a number of 
these principles. The remainder of the chapter will point out a few 
of these which might fit into a comprehensive job analysis program. 

Statistical validstion of miscellaneous factors. In the first place,. 
it may often be desirable to evaluate statistically certain miscel
laneous items of personal history such as are brought out in the 
analysis. For instance, height and weight are sometimes noted by 
interviewers as desirable for a given kind of work and if the inter
viewer on his work sheet is attempting to justify such items he will 
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state that the work is "heavy." Or if the interviewer finds that an 
eighth-grade education is nocessaJY, he juetifiee it on the grounds 
that the worker muet read time slips. Or if he states that a mar
ried worker is preferable, he substantiates that judgment by the 
fact that such a worker will be more stable. Now it is statisticaIly 
possible to find out whether a certain height or weight is necessaJY 
for the job, whether an eighth-grade education actuslly is the neeee
sary minimum, and whether married workers are more stable. 
The procedure discussed in Chapter XIII on miscellaneous de
terminants of vocational aptitude is directly applicable here. It is 
necessaJY merely to obtain groups of workers of a given sort some 
of whom are reasonably successful while others are unsuccessful, 
and tabulate them with reference to such iteme as height, weight, 
age, or msrite! status, to see to what extent theee iteme differentiate 
the successful from the unsuccessful group. While the judgment 
of the interviewer may be usually sound when dealing with mat
ters that are fairly obvious, there is no real guarantee that his in
formation is always well founded. Some of the persons whom he 
interviews may have made hasty generalizations and passed them 
on to their colleagues, so that there will be 1ID8J)imity in some 
statement that is actually erroneous. The technique of statistical 
vaadation will insure against any such error. 

Rating scales. In the second place, the technique of rating 
scales would seem rather generslly applicable to the various per
sonality factors that are sometimes encountered in job specifica
tions. Some of the work sheets described above embody such of 
this technique as is applicable. Statements regarding judgment 
or creative ability are recorded by checking on a line with descrip
tive phrases beneath it. The only suggestion to be made at this 
point is a somewhat wider extension of this policy to cover other 
traits that might be of possible significance in many types of work. 
Such things as tact, leadership, and cooperativeness and many other 
traits discussed in Chapter XII would seem applicable. The aver
age location of the check marks on the work sheets would indicate 
the degree of the trait that was requisite. In some cases the ratings 
might be combined quantitatively into a tote! rating as described 
previously. In many instances, however, they could be recorded 
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in code similar to that mentioned in the present chapter. It would 
thus be possible to determine something analogous to critical 
scores in many specific traits and embody them in the finaI job 
specification. In using these facts for promotion or transfer within 
the organization, those being considered for such change could be 
rated systematically by their superiors. IIi hiring employees from 
outside the procedure of using a rating scale during the employ
ment interview might be followed. 

Trade tests. ,In the third place, the possibility of trade tests has 
already been suggested. Whenever the job specification asks for 
technical skill and mentions apprentice or journeyman or expert, 
this immediately raises the question of how that trade status is to 
be determined. To be s-ure, a man's union card will often give an 
approximate notion of this status. There is no guarantee, how
ever, that this will always be reliable, and it is more dubious still to 
take a man's own word in the matter. The technique of trade tests 
has reached the point where it would be applicable to almost any 
type of operation that requires specific trade skill. Consequently, 
if such tests were developed for the job in question the occupational 
description might well include a critical trade test score. 

Intelligence tests. In the fourth place, intelligence tests might 
often well be an item in the job specification. We have previously 
seen that certain work, such as clerical, shows a definite correIation 
betWeen intelligence and occupational efficiency. We have also 
seen that some occupations in the hierarchy appear to require a 
certain general level of intelligence and that persons too low or too 
high are unsuited for that type of work. In such cases it is cus
tomary to establish a critical score in intelligence as a basis for 
hiring. It would thus seem logical in an organization where in
telligence tests had been standardized to embody in the job specifi
cation a critical score in the intelligence test. 

Special capacity tests. Finally, the tests of special capacity'which 
were described at considerable length in Chapters VIII and IX might 
playa role in this procedure. In any occupation where such tests 
have been worked out, critical scores either on separate tests or on 
the weighted sum of the tests might be introduced as one important 
item in the job specification. The aim of job analysis and specific&-
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tion is, of course, to present to the applicant all the necessary infor
mation about the proposed job and its possibilities and to obtain all 
the necessary information about the applicant with a view to 0C>

cupational prognosis. While a given organization must be gov
erned considerably by the extent to which it can invest in the em
ployment program, and while the validity of psychological methods 
depends considerably on the local situation, there are doubtless a 
great many instances in which it would be desirable to develop a 
rather complete and extensive job specification. This compre
hensive specification would include items similar to those given in 
the various specifications cited above by way of illustration and 
might also comprise critical scores in rating scales, trade tests, and 
various other tests of innate capacity which have been statistically 
studied with reference to the job in question. 

IlUKMABY 

Job ansIysis involves dissecting a job both from the standpoint 01. 
the work and from the standpoint of the worker. It leads to a de
tailed job specification or occupational description which may be 
used for improving working conditions, promoting health and safety, 
perfecting methods of training, and supplementing employment 
procedure. Only the last of these is our present concern. Job 
specification is a necessary part of the employment program be
cause of the ambiguity of many occupational terms and the di
versity of operations often included under a general title. 

Job ansIysis involves much that is not psychological, but in de
scribing the worker there is perforce a considerable use of psycho
logical categories. Moreover, a psychological background will 
assist a pen!On conducting job ansIysis because of his training in 
observing people. 

The data are usually secured by means of pen!Onal interviews 
with employees and executives. The interviewer should be fa
miliar with the.technical terminology, but need not be experienced 
in the occupation in question. He needs likewise various pen!Ooal 
qualities such as patience and tact. Preliminary training for inter
viewers is desirable and this may well take the fann of trial inter
views with criticism of the result&. 
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It is wise to interview both workers and their superiors. The 
fonner may attach little significance to their acts that have become 
automatized, while the ~tter may overlook minor aspects of the 
job that would occur to them if they were actuaIIy going through it. 
In selecting persons to interview it is desirable to secure a sample 
that will be typical rather than to represent only one aspect of the 
job. 

A set of questions may be prepared for the interview and asked 
verbatim, or a list of topics may be provided which the interviewer 
foUaws guiding his actua\ questions by the trend of the conversa
tion, or a comprehensive list of functions may be used in which 
those involved in the job are to be checked. The second method is 
the one generally foUowed. 

The interviewer may weD be provided with a "work sheet .. ea\l
ing for various items of information, such as duties, responsibilities, 
equipment, tools, and working conditions. . Minimmn require
ments of the worker are to be ascertained and often rated acoording 
to a code or a brief rating scale. Each item, such as physical 
qualities or experience or judgment, must have a reason given for 
the particular enby made. -

W'rth these data for many interviews it is possible to write the 
occupatiooa\ description or job specification. It is rather common 
practice to put this in the form of simp\e declarative sentences with 
a brief paragraph covering each item, such as duties, hours, mini
mmn qualifications, additional qualifications, working conditions, 
and 1ines of promotion. For convenient reference most of these 
facts may be reduced to a code notation and indicated in boxes at 
the top of the blank. 

lIIany of the factors involved in job analysis are, of course, non
psychological in character. However, the analysis may be of as
sistance to the psychologist initiating a J'I'Oject of developing tests 
for a given occupation. While he may have to go farther bimself 
in detennining the mental aspects of the job for which it is ad
vissble to develop tests, the job analysis if already conducted may 
weD afford him a starting-point. 

On the other hand, many of the psychological methods already 
discusged may make some contribution to job analysis. It ia 
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possible to evaluate statistically miscellaneous items of personal 
history which are often included in the occupational description on 
the basis of the judgment of those interviewed without necessarily 
a scientific justification. The analysis often includes various men
ta! traits such as are usually embodied in rating scales. If the rat
ing scale technique is used to determine the amount of the trait 
necessary for the job, the applicants may be rated similarly to see 
whether they attain this critical amount. 

Wherever the job specification calls for previous experience in a 
trade the desirability of a trade test is obvious. Instead of taking 
the applicant's word for the matter he may well be tested to de
termine his status. The job specification may then embody a 
critical trade test score. 

In view of what we know regarding the correlstion of intelligence 
with vocational aptitude and of the nature of the occupational 
hierarchy, it would· seem logical for the specifications for certain 
jobs to contain critical scores in intelligence. 

Finally, tests for special capacity may frequently be developed 
as a part of the job analysis procedure and critical scores embodied 
in the final specifications. Theoretically the job specification ought 
to contain everything that will promote the selection of workers who 
will be efficient and happy. In addition to the usual information 
regarding duties, hours, salary, and personal qualifications of the 
sort revealed by the applicant's own statements, it will in many 
c8.ses promote this more effective selection to include critical scores, 
or something analogous, in rating scales, trade tests, items of pel'

sonal history, and tests of intelligence and specia1 menta! capacity. 



CHAPTER XVI 
THE OUTLOOK FOR EMPLOYMENT PSYCHOLOGY 

IIUJOUllY OF PSYCHOLOGICAL TECBNlQUE APPLIED TO ElIPLOYl<EIi'r 

METHODS 

WE have now completed our survey of present-day psychological 
technique in eo far as it bears on problems of employment. After 
clearing the ground of certain pseudo-psychology which is often 
presented to the business man as a remedy for his employment diffi
culties, we discussed the technique that is most widely used in this 
field, namely, mental tests. The distinction was made between 
tests of innate capacity and tests of acquired proficiency and the 
fonner were subdivided further into tests of special capacities such 
as attention or memory and tests of general capacity or inteJligence. 
illustrations were given of a eonsiderable variety of such tests with 
which an employment psychologist would ordinarily be familiar be
fore undertaking a research projeet. The technique of devising 
and administering tests was described in detail. Attention was 
eaIled to the fundamental importance of validatiog the tests or 
other measurements by comparing them with the "eriterion" -
eome expression of the workers' ability in the job. It is always 
necessary to determine whether those who are efficient in the test 
are efficient in the job, and vice .... sa, before the tests can be validly 
used for occupational prognosis. 

We then discussed in more detail the criterion of occupational 
efficiency either in the fonn of ratiogs by the employee's superlOI'8 
or of production figures. We also noted two possible types of sub
jeets on whom to standardize the tests - employees and applicants. 
While the latter are perhaps better from the theoretical standpoint 
beeause they are more simiJar to the pereons in hiring whom the 
tests are to be ultimately used, nevertheless as a practical mat
ter employees have been more frequently taken as subjects in re
search for the simple reason that the eriterion is available more 
quickly. 
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We then turned to the specific procedure of validating the mental 
tests by comparing test scores with the criterion. Dealing first of 
all with tests of special capacity, approach to the problem may be 
made through two avenues - reproducing the total ments! situa
tion involved in the job and analyzing the job into its ments! com
ponents and measuring these separately. In the former case the 
score in the single complicated test is correlated with the criterion 
to determine its value. In the latter case each test is correlated 
separately with the criterion in order to retain the most valuable 
tests and discard the others. This 1inal group of tests is then 
weighted in order to allow for any overlapping of the different tests 
and to combine them in such a way as to get the best possible pre
diction of vocational aptitude. In either instance, when we know 
the 1inal correlation of our single test or our group of tests with the 
criterion, we are able to set a critical score as a basis for hiring or 
rejecting applicants. This critical score may best be determined by 
computing the probability that an applicant with a certain test 
SCOre will reach a certain level of occupational success. The em
ployment department then knows how big a cbance it is taking with 
an applicant and can decide after considering all other related 
factors whether it wishes to take this chance. 

We then considered general capacity or intelligence as related to 
vocational aptitude. Occupations appear to follow an intelligence 
hierarchy inasmuch as the average intelligence of occupational 
groups increases consistently from unskilled labor to the profes
sions. It suggests that a person tends to attain an occupation as 
high in the scale as his intelligence warrants. This gives some 
notion of the intellectual requirements of various occupations. In 
some types of work intelligence scores correlate significantly with 
the criterion so that the procedure used with special capacity tests 
is applicable. Furthermore, in some instances the work requires, 
not necessarily a maximum intelligence, but rather an optimum 
intelligence, inasmuch as persons who are too good for their job are 
apt to be dissatisfied and quit. 

Interest as well as ability is important in vocational prediction. 
Consequently, methods of measuring interest Were discussed, and 
although the methods are still in the experimental stage a few 
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instances were presented in which interest data were evaluated 
with reference to vocational success. 

We then turned to the technique for dealing with certain traits, 
such as industry, cooperativeness, tact, and enthusiasm, which 
cannot at present be measured by tests, but are nevertheless of vo
cational significance. For such traits the judgments of acquaint
ances or colleagues can be systematized by means of rating scales. 
In the man-to-man scale the person being rated is compared with 
others on a previously constructed master scale; in the method of 
defined groups he is located with reference to the distribution of 
similar workers into a series of groups of equal size possessing the 
trait in an increasing degree; in the graphic method his standing is 
indicated by a check mark somewhere along a line on which the 
rater is guided by descriptive adjectives. In all these instances 
one trait is evaluated at a time in order to abstract from errors due 
to general impression. 

We then discussed miscellaneous factors which may be used as a 
supplement to mental tests or in lieu of them where tests are not 
feasible. Educational status and items of personal history such as 
often appear on the application blank may be statiStically evaluated 
by determining which individual items are differential of occupa
tional ability. Application letters were shown to be very unre
liable, but the best procedure for dealing with them is to pool the 
independent judgments of several persons who evaluate them. 
The recommendation procedure may be improved by the use of a 
blank of inquiry calling for brief answers or check marks. The em
ployment interview may well be supplemented by an interviewer's 
rating scale. 

We then turned to the trade test which, instead of prophesying 
future occupational status, is designed to measure a person's 
trade skill or information at the present time. The technique 
consists of testing novices, apprentices, journeymen, and experts 
and finding which particular items or questions are differential of 
these groups. It is then possible to establish a critical score to de
termine in which of these trade classes an applicant belongs. 

Finally, we discussed job analysis in so far as it bears on employ
ment psychology. Many alleged requirements on the part of the 
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worker can· be statistically evaluated before their inclusion in the 
fina\ occupational description. The rating scale technique may 
prove valuable in dealing with certain personality factors in the 
analysis. Where trade experience is a necessary requirement the 
technique of trade tests would seem in point. In many types of 
work the job specification might well include critical scores in tests 
of intelligence or special capacity. 

The foregoing are some of the psychological principles that are 
applicable to problems of employment. They have been the result 
of gradual development and of the coOperation of many psycholG
gists aU along the line from the first ones who constructed mental 
tests through those who perfected the statistical methods to those 
who have actually validated tests and other techniques in various 
practical fields. It now remains to consider the present status of 
the science and to look toward its future. 

PBESENT TRENDS 

Individnal consulting. At present a very considerable number 
of individnal projects in employment psYchology are under way. 
Some psychologists are actually engaged in full-time work either as 
consultants or as members of the staff dealing with personnel pr<>
blems for industrial concerns. Others are working in the academic 
field, but pursuing a certain amount of personnel research on the 
side. In many cases where a college or university is located in a 
city that possesses a considerable number of industries, it is feasible 
for a psychologist at the university to do some practical work in 
local plants. Oftentimes advanced students taking a laboratory 
course in industrial psychology do some of their laboratory work in 
the field - that is, in the local concerns. 

Cooperative research. Another present trend is coOperative 
research. One type of coOperation involves simply the interchange 
of results and methods between psychologists. It is a rather com
mon practice when one has completed some piece of work dealing 
with employment or other industrial problems to publish his results 
in scientifio periodicals so that others may have the advantage of 
his experience and so that various workers will not be duplicating 
one another's experiments. Psychology has not reached the point, 

.-
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except in a few instances, where methods developed in one concern 
are kept secret. Psychology is primarily interested in promoting 
human efficiency and happiness, and this perhaps can be most 
rapidly furthered by an interchange of ideas and coiiperation be
tween psychologists. 

In another type of cooperative research that has been more 
systematics.lly organized, a number of business concerns and 
scientists work together on some particular problem. For instance, 
the study of turnover among ss.lesmen is naturs.1ly of concern to 
business men and of interest to psychologists. These latter may, 
however, be occupied with their own work and unable to spare 
sufficient time to study persona.lly the turnover problem. In such 
cases it has been feasible for the business groups to contribute 
financia.lly to the support of an organization to undertake this re
search problem. The scientists who are interested can then per
haps supervise the more detailed work carried on by a staff that 
is hired for the purpose. Typical of such cooperative research is 
the work of the Bureau of Sal"""8Jlship Research that was organ
ized at the Carnegie Institute of Technology. (52.) The head of a 
large insurance firm came to the Institute with a request for courses 
in salesmanship which went somewhat further than the conven
tional type of course. His attention was cs.lled to the need for more 
facts, such as the difference between the successful and unsuccess
ful ss.lesmen, their aptitudes and traits, a study of different kinds of 
appeals, and of methods of selecting men and providing incentives. 
As a result of this conference other firms were appros.ched on the 
proposition, so that fina.lly about thirty concerns contributed over 
a period of years to support a bureau. A competent staff was 
organized and embarked on a systematic stlldy of salesma.nship. 
In a.ddition to contributing to the support of the orga.niza.tion the 
concerns opened their records and their experience to the research 
workers so that a.ll available information was put into a common 
pooL The concerns furthermore cooperated in carrying out ex
periments with different groups of ss.lesmen and different methods. 
The bureau was governed by a board representing both the in
stitution and the coiipera.ting concerns. This is not the place to 
recount the work of this bureau, for it is cited merely to illustra.te 
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this type of coIiperative _ch. It was somewhat interrupted by 
the War, but it developed a serie§ of "aids" for sales managers con
sisting of mo<\el application blanks, motlelletters of reference, va
rious improvements in the interview procedure, and batteries of 
tests for selecting salesmen. These" aids" were distributed to the 
cooperating concerns. Other similar bureaus were the outgrowth 
of this first one. For instance, one was organized to meet the 
problems of the local retailers. It prepared employment tests. 
trained members in specific methods of correcting difficulties, and 
studied sales personalities. Results in retail stores were checked 
by "service shClPping" in which certain individu.als were hired to go 
shopping in the stores and to take careful notes as to what tran
spired in each sale. This service shopping gave a quantitative ex
pression of the per cent of dissatisfied customers and statistics. 
showed how this percentage decreased as the result of the bureau's 
work. 

In installing a cooperative research project of this type it is im
portant to insure its stability. Scientists of major caliber are not' 
inclined to enter upon such a program if it is liable to be inter
rupted before its completion, and a research problem cannot be 
solved overnight. To this end a rather long-time contract is lie- , 
sirable. Furthermore, a concern which is rather frequently chan$
ing management is not a good concern to participate in cooper.t
tive research. If the vice-president or sales manager is changed 
annually or more frequently, it is necessary to .. sell" the new' 
incumbent the entire program. In organizing such research a 
further problem conaists of getting an adequate research personnel. 
It is often difficult to induce persons of the general status of 
graduate students to engage upon research work of this type, and 
frequently, after they have been at it for a short time, they accept 
individual openings elsewhere in personnel work. In some in
stances it has been possible by offering fellowships to induce a high 
grade of research personnel into this field. A bureau of this sort 
further must be on its guard against getting off the track into 
.. service" work, such as giving public addresses, arranging con
ventions, or compiling statistics, which are interesting but de
tract interest from the main point. 



THE OUTLOOK FOR EMPLOYMENT PSYCHOLOGY 495 
• 

The N ationa! Research COllicil was- organized under federal 
charter of the National Academy of Science and comprises various 
subdivisions, among the~ a Division of Anthr9pology and Psy
chology. The Council is not merely a laboratory or repository of 
findings, but endeavors to coordinate research and further the 
organization ard support of undertakings which demand the c0-

operation of individuals or institutions or both; During the War 
many personnel studies were organized under the auspices of the 
Council as described in previous chapters. Various more recent 
projects are under way, such as the relation of intelligence and 
schooling to occupational ability, the organized search for research 
talent among college students, the analysis of mechanical ability, 
and the devising of methods for measuring it. The Council includes 
a Research Information Service wherein it keeps.a record of the 
research that peychologists are doing and of their interests snd 
activities, 80 that when anyone becomes interested in a problem 
he may ascertain who else is working on the same problem and may 
perhaps cooperate. 

Psychological methods in the Civil Service. The United States 
Civil Service has recently employed psychological methods to a 
""nsiderable extent. It has devised a scale or set of tests of 

;'general adaptability." These tests are focussed at different in
austria! levels in such a way as to cover the entire range and at

, tempt to measure "the ability to learn, to solve new problems, and 
to meet new situations." They have been used especially in se
lecting office clerks. Incidentally a very considerable amount 
of time has been saved in correcting the results of Civil Serv
'Ice examinations by the use of answers of the multiple-choice 

. ,form. 

The Service has likewise developed various tests for special apti
tude, such as that for msil distributors, in which they classify 
tames of cities according to various boxes or have to discriminate 
specimens of rather illegible handwriting. Tests for policemen 
have likewise been developed embodying such things as ability to 
evaluate evidence, the significance attached to different acts, and 
judgment as to the action an officer should take in a particular sit
uation.. The Service is further developing examinations in varioUli 
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engineering subjects especially for the selection of examiners for the 
Patent Office. 

The Bureau of Public Personnel Administration was organized in 
October, 1922. Its origin was stimulated by the fact that various 
Civil Service Commissioll& and other public service agencies work
ing independently on personnel problems often duplicated one an
other's efforts. Consequently this Bureau was organized to serve 
as a clearing-house for existing infonnation reIsting to public per
sonnel administration. The Bureau conducts further experiments 
and publishes the results, issuing from time to time a series of 
business personnel studies. This Bureau has developed such things 
as tests for policemen, firemen, various skilled trades, stenographers, 
typists, and clerical workers. 

The Personnel Research Federation arose through cOOperstion 
between the National Research Council and the Engineering 
Foundation. Its membership comprises many agencies and in
stitutions such as universities, business concerns, and a considerable 
number of private individuals. Its purpose is to "further research 
activities pertaining to personnel in industry, commerce, education, 
and government wherever such researches are conducted in the 
spirit and with the methods of science." One of its important con
tributions is the publishing of an official orgsn, The J oomtd 01 
Personnel Research, through which many studies in this field are 
made public. 

The Psychological Corporation was founded in 1921. It is in
corporated, not for profit, but for "the advancement of psychology 
and the promotion of the useful applications of psychology." It 
can issue no dividend over six per cent per year. The stock is sub
scribed and all held by psychologists with the provision that at any 
time the American Psychological Association (the official national 
orgsnization of psychologists) can purchase the entire stock, in this 
way bringing the corporation under control of this Associstion. 
All of the original directors were psychologists of note - every ona 
of them appearing in Who's Who - a rather unique board of direc
tors. The Corporation has branches in Massachusetts, Pennsyl
vanis, MaryIsnd, District of Colillllbia, Ohio, Michig:m, Dlinois, 
Iowa, b am" .. , Missouri, and California. Other branches are in the 
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process of organization. One of the main objects of the Corpora
tion is to serve as a contact between the psychologists and the 
public. When a business man has a problem of a psychological 
nature the Corporation stands ready to consider his problem and 
refer it to some reputable psychologist who is qualified to dcal with 
it. The value of this procedure consists in preventing the business 
man from purchasing a gold brick or employing some self-styled 
psychologist who is inadequately trained and will probably do more 
harm than good. Such inquiries are carefully considered and turned 
over to Bome one competent to handle them, frequeotly through 
some of the branches in different States. The Corporation is also 
devising various standardized tests which may be given in its 
different branches as a routine procedure. Some of these will be of 
the clinical type and some more definitely aimed at vocational 
guidance. All profits of the Corporation after expenses have beeo 
met and the overhead paid are, according to the charter, to go to 
research purposes. This suggests a similar poliey of some business 
concerns. The telephone companies, for instance, charge a slight 
margin above the actua1 cost and this additional fund is devoted to 
improving telephone service by research work. . An electric lamp 
company will frequently charge somewhat more than the price of 
the commodity in order to have money to experiment further and 
devise better lamps. So with the Psychological Corporation 
profits on consulting work are devoted to further studies which will 
produce greater welfare in the end. Perhaps the most important 
work of the Corporation at present, however, is that above men
tioned of connecting a person needing psychological advice with 
some psychologist competent to give it. A business man naturally 
needs some one to advise him in the selection of research personnel 
because he is not familiar with psychology and has no means of 
evaluating those who call themselves psychologists. The Psy
chological Corporation aims to provide such advice. 

A'rt'lTUDE OF WOBKEBS AND MANAGEMENT TOWARD EMPLOYMENT 

PSYCHOLOGY 

The foregoing gives some notion of the outstanding trends of 
employment psychology at the present time. The various indi-
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vidual scientists are doing their part and larger organizations are 
making a definite contribution toward advancing the status of ap
plied psychology in general and employment psYchology in par
ticular. The success of this program depends, however, to a con
siderahl<\ extent, on the attitude of those involved. 

Workers. ,The attitude of the workers toward employment 
psychology has not manifested itself very definitely or unmistak
ably as pro or con. Of course there is a natural suspicion of any 
innovation that apparently aims at efficiency. There have been 
many instances where methods of scientific management have been 
misused, not through any fault of the principle, but because of the 
abuse of the practice. Employees have observed improvements 
brought about by such methods without any measurable benefit to 
themselves and they have naturally been disgruntled. This at
titude has not spread seriously to mental tests as yet. Some ap
plicants taking such tests seem quite interested, others take it as a 
matter of course, and a relatively small number become distinctly 
disgruntled and express their opinion in a forceful way that they 
consider this an undesirable method of getting a job. 

An impartial consideration of the foregoing chapters will in
dicate that such a hostile attitude is ungrounded. Employment 
psychology aims to benefit the employee as well as the employer. 
It may seem hard in a given instance to reject a particular man who 
needs a job, but it is probably a kindness to him in the long run not 
to hire him for a job in which he has no possible future, thereby de
creasing his chances of getting into work for which he is adapted. 
The man who is placed in a job for which he has the aptitude will 
enjoy his work and will in general be happier. Applied psychology 
is distinctly impersonal. It aims to discover the facts and derive 
methods regardless of who uses them. The psychologist could 
just as well be retained as a consultant by the workers as by the 
management. Theoretically a factory operated by a council of 
employees should be just as enthusiastic about psychology as a 
factory operated on the present basis. It is desirable to educate 
the workers to rea1ize the impersonal character of employment 
psychology. They should be made to see the desirability of not 
giving a man a wage and a job arbitrarily, but of discovering and 
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developing his particuleJ:' ability to best advantage. There is no 
waste so far-reaching as misdirected human activity, and waste in 
industry hits all of us, including the worker himself. 

It is encouraging to note in Europe an increasing realization on 
the part of labor that the union itself suffers from vocational mis
fits. In Berlin the trade unions actually contribute to the support 
of a bureau which functions especially in selecting apprentices. 
Resolutions have been passed by some of the trade unions in favor 
of psychological vocational guidance. The Krupp workers have a 
psychologist to study the industrial applications of the science. In 
this country the American Federation of Labor is represented in the 
Personnel Research Federation. 

Management. The attitude of the management toward employ
ment psychology is likewise important. While some executives still 
feel self-sufficient in dealing with the human element, the majority 
are coming to rea\ize their own limitations or are at least willing to 
submit their own opinions to scientific evaluation. They must, 
moreover, appreciate the scientific attitude and the necessity for 
investigating minutire, for repeating observations again and again 
and for AmAssing statistical data. They must consider the general 
results rather than the individual case which may be an exception 
to the rule. When dealing with vocational prediction it is a 
question of probabilities, and even though the methods are rather 
successful there are bound to be some erroneous predictions. The 
executives must learn to consider the proportion of successful place
ments rather than the results with a single man. Finally, they 
must be patient with the slow, painstaking character of scientific 
research. 

NECESSITY FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 

Granted that workers and management are willing to cooperate 
in developing psychological methods for employment, it is scarcely 
necessary to stress the importance of further research in this field. 
We obviously need more facts, and we cannot determine whether a 
given procedure is the proper one until we try it out. Industries 
rea\ize the importance of research in other technical lines. They 
hesitate to base decisions upon opinion when facts may be obtained. 
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Many concerns, of course, maintain their own physical or chemical 
laboratories. Research in psychology is often just as important as 
in these other sciences. While a concern will measure the specific 
gravity of certain compounds used in its products, it is less inclined 
to measure the mental capacities of the workers who are handling 
those products. It is impossible to solve these problems by intui
tion just as it is impossible to determine the weight of·a liquid by 
looking at it. 

Problems of individual concerns. Much of the research that is 
necessary grows out of the individual problems of a given plant. 
Each concern will frequently have its own special situations which 
need specific study. We cannot take a techuique developed in one 
field bodily into another without evaluating it in the latter situa
tion. The trade tests, for instance, which proved useful in the 
army have not in every case proved successful in industries be
cause the work of a particular tradesman in the army was somewhat 
different from that of a simiIar tradesman in a particular industrial 
concern. Clerical tests developed in one case may be unsatisfactory 
for use in another because computing machines are used in the first 
instance but not in the second. A rating scale developed in one 
organization would not neoessarily work out well in another, for the 
first concern might be rating one kind of executive and the second 
concern a distinctly different kind- Each individual concern must 
then validate the psychological methods in its own situation before 
putting them into practice. Even with tests that have been rather 
well standardized and put out in commercial form, it is well to make 
a preIiminary study of them in the new situation before attaching 
too much value to them. Aoy individual concern thus presents a 
variety of problems for psychological research. 

Special occupations. In addition to research of the above type in 
validating a previously developed method in a given plant or in de
vising new methods for the local conditions, there are other pr0-

blems of a more general nature with which employment psycholo
gists must concern themselves - problems to which many individ
ual workers must doubtless contribute before they are finally solved. 
For instance, if one goes through the gamut of occupations he will 
·find some in which satisfactory experimental results have been ob-
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tained and others in which apparently little bas been accomplished. 
Clerical workers, for example, have been rather extensively studied. 
This type of work apparently necessitates certain rather specific 
capacities which are objectively measurable. The ordinary 
clerical worker requires a certain alertness, skill with the fingers, 
ability to dcal with numbers, to classify topics, to detect errors in 
spelling, and the like. These capacities and abilities have been 
measured by various tests. A somewhat similar situation bas been 
found with various factory operations. A given job requires per
haps a particular kind of coOrdination between eye and hand, a 
certain reaction time or type of attention - processes which can be 
measured by conventional test procedure. Furthermore, in the 
esse of clerical or industrial workers it bas frequently been possible 
to find a considerable number of persons doing the same sort of 
work on whom the test can be standardized. 

The situation is quite different when we deal with such complex 
things as executive ability. The executive bas to reason, make 
decisions, deal with men, cOOperate, get things done, delegate 
authority, and the like. These traits or capacities are not so readily 
measurable as are those required by clerical or industrial workers. 
We have up to the present approached them largely through the 
technique of rating seal"!,, and progress bas not been rapid. More 
objective methods will be necessary before the problem of selecting 
executives is satisfactorily solved. Moreover, if the measurements 
themselves are perfected, it will often be difficult to validate them 
for the reason that it is unusual to find a considerable number of 
executives doing approximately the same thing. In a factory we 
may very readily find a hundred men building the same kind of 
automobile tire, but, if we should select a hundred executives from 
the same concern, we should prohably find them doing approxi
mately one hundred different things, so that it would be more diffi
cult to obtain the criterion by which to evaluate our measurements. 
However, as time progresses it will doubtless be possible to select 
certain aspects of executive ability which are rather common to a 
great many positions and devise methods for measuring those par
ticular aspects. 

There are other occupations that. are in somewhat this same 
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status. Salesmanship, for instance, has been studied to quite an 
extent, but the problem of seleeting salesmen has by no means 
reached its final solution. The charaeteristics which constitute a ' 
successful salesman are apparently exceedingly complex, many of 
them involving personality traits rather than mental capacities. 
While various ingenious tests have shown some indication of selling 
success and while various items of personal history have been some
what differential, there still remains a great deal of research to be 
done in this field. In the various professions there has been very 
little research indeed. The business man is, of course, not so much 
interested in selective methods for the professional fields except 
possibly in engineering. However, the development of vocational 
standards for a\llines of work is a step in the whole program of ad
justing people more satisfactorily to the type of work for which they 
are !>est fitted. , 

Special techniques. Another field for general research contri
bution lies in the development of further mental measurement 
techniques. We already have fairly satisfactory tests for some of 
the simpler capacities and abilities. While these are undoubtedly 
of great importsnce in many occupational lines, nevertheless any 
psychologist reaIizes that other things are also necessary. It is not 
always a question of what a workman can .do, but of what he will 
do. His attitude toward his work and the way he approaches it 
are important considerations in his occupational prognosis. 

We have seen earlier that certain preliminary methods have been 
devised to measure interest as well as ability. The work in this 
field has only begun, but ultimately we shall have fairly well 
standardized methods for determining a person's vocational and 
avocational interests with a view to placing him in some position 
where these interests will facilitate rather than hinder his progress. 

Then there is the whole field of temperament and personality 
which has barely been touched upon as far as actual measurement is 
concerned. We need better methods of evaluating such things as 
honesty, flexibility, stick-to-it-iveness, adaptability, tact, enthusi
asm, and the like. At present we have systematized elTorts to rate 
such qualities, but this usually necessitates acquaintance of the 
rater with the person who is to be rated. What we need and what 
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further research may give us are objective methods of measuring 
these things in the same fashion that we can meaSure intelligence or 
memory or reaction time. 

Even in the field of intelligence measurements it will be recalled 
that three types of intelligence have been suggested, verbal or ab
stract, mechanical, and social. Most of the work hitherto has 
dealt with the first of these. We are at present in the midst of 
considerable research upon the second, but the third has scarcely 
been touched at all. A field for much needed research lies in the 
development of measurements of this social intelligence in order to 
determine a person's general ability in dealing with a social situa.
tion as compared with his ability in dealing with more abstract 
things. This technique will be especially valuable in employment 
problems dealing with occupations where the individual makes very 
definite social contacts and where his success in the occupation de
pends somewhat upon his adaptability in making such contacts. 

These, then, are some of the outstanding problems for employ. 
ment research in the immediate future. In addition to specific 
local problems in individual plants there is much to be done by 
various research workers in further studying those occupations 
which require more complex and less tangible mental characteristics 
and in perfecting techniques for objectively measuring character, 
personality traits, and social intelligence. 

ESSENTIALS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH 

Competent psychologist to conduct the research. The foregoing 
are some of the problems with which research workers in employ. 
ment psychology must in the future concern themselves. We will 
now consider some of the conditions necessary for successful re
search work in this field. In the first place, a competent psycholo
gist should be obtaioed to conduct a given piece of research. Earlier 
chapters have indicated that this type of work involves rather spe
cial technique and requires a person with some experience in mental 
measurements and some appreciation of individual differences. 
After measurements have been put ioto final form so that they are 
relatively fool·proof, it is then time to turn them over to untraioed 
individuals for routine administration. Even then there is some-



504 EMPLOYMENT PSYCHOLOGY 

thing to be said for the value of a modicum of psychological train
ing for those who 8dminister tests and interpret the results. But 
in the process of developing methods before their finaI application, 
laboratory training is invaluable. In such a research program con
tingencies are apt to arise which would lead the untrained experi
menter into various erron!. He might fail to establish rapport, fail 
to control the attention of the subjects, be uncertain what to do in 
the case of a bad start, and overlook various incidental reactions of 
the subjects which might still be of considerable significance. A 
concern .'would not put into its industrial laboratory a chemist who 
had had no laboratory experience, but had merely taken theoretical 
courses and read about the subject. He would be liable to drop the 
test-tubes, mix the stoppers of the reagent bottles, and punch a 
hole in the filter paper. Similarly a psychologist without laboratory 
experience would be inclined to vary the test instructions, to over
look various conditions of illumination, and the like, to fail to 
eIiminat,e unnecessary distractions during the test and to be careless 
with the temporal aspects of the procedure. Aside from the mere 
conduct of the test the laboratory background gives one a scien
tific attitude in interpreting the results. The uninitiated is apt to 
stress some aspects that appeal to him. His grading of a test blank 
may frequently be colored by his general impression of what the 
man ought to do so that he will grade him too leniently or too 
stringently. 

The importance of obtaining a competent psychologist is stressed 
because there have been instances in which business men employed 
persons who purported to be psychologists, but who were not ade
quately trained. These individuals were naturally unsuccessful in 
their practical work and to some extent this brought discredit upon 
the science in general. While many individuals like this were not 
fraudulent .in any sense of the word, they were nevertheless in
competent and should not have been engaged in that type of work. 
As suggested earlier in the chapter one means of ascertaining 
whether an individual is competent for such work is through the 
Psychological Corporation which endeavors to connect persons 
needing psychological service with some one who can adequately 
perform that service. 
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Adequate criteria. A second essential for future employment 
research is adequate criteria. In Chapter VI the fact was stressed 
that final psychological measurements can be no more valuable than 
the criteria by which they are evaluated. Obtaining such criteria 
depends on the cooperation of all those concerned in furnishing 
such dats. If foremen or managers or others are called upon to 
rate the men under them in some fashion, it is essential that they 
take this work seriously and make the ratings with the greatest 
possible care. With reference to production criteria, of course the 
research depends upon full access to all production records that are 
available. If such production records are to be valuable, they must 
obviously have been accurately kept. 

Subjects on whom to standardize methods. A third essential 
for such research is the subjects on whom the experiments are to be 
conducted. Access must be had to employees (or possibly appli~ 
cants) an whom to standardize the various measurements. The 
psychologist must go right into the plant with his tests and measure
ments. He could not standardize, for instance, a vocational test 
for lathe operators on students in an Arts College. He must ac
tually evaluate it with men who are in the practical work. This 
may cause some inconvenience at the plant where the research is 
being done, but it is nevertheless necessary. Furthermore, the 
subjects who are used must cooperate and do their best in taking the 
tests. The only way to keep incentive constant, as has already 
been suggested, is to keep it at a maximum. Results will naturally 
be meaningless if one employee does his best and another does not 
try. Consequently, such a program cannot be carried through 
successfully where the morale is low and the persons taking the 
tests are unwilling to cooperate. In addition to obtaining em
ployees who are willing to do their utmost, it is further necessary to 
have enough of them to make the results reliable. The psycholo
gist cannot be expected to solve the problems of a given vocation 
by having six men sent to him for examination. According to the 
general principle of averages the more that are included the more 
apt are the results to represent typical tendencies. 

Facilities for conducting research. A fourth essential for per
sonnel research is adequate facilities for conducting the work. In 
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giving a test, for instance, it is essential that all the subjects have 
approximately standard conditions. It would be impractical to 
test some persons in the shop and some in the laboratory because of 
the different amount of distraction. A separate laboratory is pre
sumably desirable where 1igbtiog, ventilation, and other external 
conditions can be kept in an optimum condition. Adequate time 
should be allowed, moreover, for each subject who is tested. Hit 
becomes necessary to rush, the examiner is Iisble to make various 
errors himself and his attitude of excitement is quite apt to be com
municated to the subjects. Consequently, one would not be en
thusiastic about testing a group of men at lunch hour or after the 
day's work. It is usually necessary to test the men some time dur
ing working hours on the company's time in order to insure standard 
conditions and adequate time for each as well as to insure proper 
morale. 

Opportunity to evaluate results adequately. A fifth requisite is 
opportunity to study the results adequately without pressure. An 
executive is Iisble to consider the psychologist as he does his sales
man and look for immediate returns. It is unwise to crowd a re
search worker. Discoveries cannot be made to order. The man
agement must be patient with the research department. Some
times they naturally go into blind alleys and must start over again. 
But if one considers the number of reagents that were tried before 
the discovery of the one which when mixed in gasoline would 
eliminate the knock, he will be inclined to pardon an employment 
psychologist for making a few falae starts that do not lead directly 
to the mark. Scientific facts do not spring up overnight. A thing 
that irritstes a research worker more perhaps than anything else is 
pressure to uncover fundamental truths on schedule. In this con
nection the research worker should have ample opportunity to 
follow up his results. He may have devised a set of measurements 
which apparently indicate aptitude for some particular line of work. 
He may not be fully satisfied, however, with the results until he has 
checked them on a new group of people who are selected on the 
basis of such measurements and who subsequently demonstrate 
their fitness or unfituess. Such subsequent validation of the 
measurements should by all me&Il8 be permitted and encouraged. 
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General coiiperation. The research worker finally requires the 
genera.! cooperation of all those with whom he comes in contact. 
The scientist will not do his best if there is some one continually 
opposing him. His own morale should be considered as well as that 
of the workers. He often needs advice on many points, he requires 
records and supplies, clerica.1 assistance is sometimes necessary, and 
various accommodations may be made for him in the shifting of 
6chedules or in providing as subjects some pa.rticula.r group of 
workers who are of especia.! interest. Every one with whom he is 
working must be very definitely" with him" in the project. It is 
probably preferable for him to be considered, temporarily at least, 
as an integral part of the steff or at least to have his status in the 
organization very definitely recognized. 

THE SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF EMPLOYMENT PSYCHOLOGY 

Before concluding the discussion of the outlook for employment 
psychology, we should consider again its broad socia.! implications 
brought out at the end of the first chapter. The methods described 
in the preceding pages can be of as much benefit to the employee as 
to the employer. It is really a kindness to an applicant not to hire 
him for a job in which he bas little ebance of success, because he 
thereby bas a greater probability of locating something in which he 
has a future. Misdirected human activity is one of the greatest 
wastes in our civilization and it indirectly affects all of us. Further
more, while the techniques discussed above are for the most part 
objective, impersonal, and statistical, this does not mean that the 
employment process should be stereotyped and mechanica.1. As 
suggested in Chapter I, we must after all regard the applicant as an 
individual who bas certain capacities, but likewise certain interests 
and who is looking for opportunities. His interests must be treated 
with respect and tact especially if they are apparently at variance 
with his capacities. The technique of employment should be tem
pered with a certain amount of common sense and appreciation of 
the unique problems of the individual He should be aided so far as 
possible in finding himself and in improving his opportunity. But 
after taking these things into consideration the major part of the 
probl(;tll still consists in measuring the potentialities which the man 
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brings from his ancestry to the employment office and comparing 
them with objective standards that have been developed for the 
particullLl' jobs in question. This is the largest contribution which 
psychology has to make to the increasing of human efliciency by 
scientific selection of personnel. . 

Efficiency, however"should not be achieved at the expense of 
happin_ lIor should happiness be obtained at the expense of 
efficiency. The happiness to be considered, however, is ultimate 
rather than immediate - the real happiness that comes from the 
expression of normal cravings for achievement, freedom from fear or 
jealousy, reasonable leisure, and a sense of accompIishing something 
worth while. From this standpoint we should consider the capaci
ties and the interests of the man and attempt to adapt him to his 
work and adapt "the work to him so that that unit will be of maxi
mum effectiveness. Employers are often apt to shy at the notion of 
happiness as one of the goaJS for scientific effort. Some of them 
doubtless have had unfortunate experiences with professional up
lifters. The psychologist, however, is not thinking in these terms, 
and lie is not short-sighted in his belief that a happier society is a 
more effective society. It is difficult to say how much of our in
dustrial unrest and unhappiness is due to the maladjustment of the 

. worker to his work. The cause of the unrest, actually voiced, is 
often. not the real cause. In many instances persons have been 
known to protest about their wageS when the real thing that was 
bothering them was the climate. They may apparently find dis
agreeable aspects in their working conditions when the real fault is 
that they are individually not adapted to their work. 

In this scheme of things applied psychology will in the future 
play an increasingly large rale. The science has, to be sure, been 
.. oversold" in a few instances. It is a rather conunon tendency 
among business people and others to claim too much for something 
which they have to sell, and psychology immediately after the WILl' 
with its surplus enthusiasm went perhaps a little too fILl' in this re
spect. But the lean yelLl'S of the business cycle purified its soul. 
We have gone back again to fundamentsls and are proceeding with 
painstaking and thorough scientific procedure. 

Personnel reselL!'ch is a comparatively new study, mental measure-
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ment is not well known and appreciated by the layman, and it will 
take considerable time before people come to appreciate these 
things fully. It took a long time, for instance, to remodel our social 
attitude toward crime. The same thing will doubtless be true of 
the" social attitude to",ard applied psychology in general and em
ployment psychology in particular. 

The broad movement to study man has just begun. Psychology 
is now playing an increasing rOle in the school, in the clinic, in the 
advertising agency, in the factory, and in the employment office. 
These problems of life adjustment are coming more and more to the 
front. The last century was characterized by tremendous ad
vances in the natural sciences and in the technologies. The present 
one bids fair to be an era for human engineering. The psycho
logist's ideal is to have every one provided with the opportunity to 
do that particular part of the world's work for which he is best 
adapted and in which he is most interested. When this ideal is 
achieved, the world will be a happier place for all of us. 



APPENDIX I 
ILLUSTRATING THE TECHNIQUE OF CORRELATION 

Tim notion of correlation is fundamental in employment psychology. We 
are often concerned with the extent to which two variables or aets of traits 
or measurements are related. We may wish to determine whether or not 
estimatea of a trait made by acquaintances are at all related to estimatea 
made by unacquainted persons judging purely from pbysiognomy. We 
may desire to ascertain to what extent efficiency in a particular mental 
teat is related to efficiency in a job. The ultimate aim is usually to predict 
one variable in terms of another; hence the need for expressing quantita
tively the relation between the two variables. The correlation coefficient 
is the standard technique for expressing this relation. The present ...,. 
tion aims merely to give a simple notion of how correlationa are obtained 
and the meaning of correlationa of different magnitudes. The examples 
cited are made abaurdly brief in the intereatof a~ding tedious arithmetical 
computations. With longer examples, the arithmetical procedure would· 
naturally be more arduous. There are available, however, various short
cut procedures which are described in books on etatistics. (498, 603.) 

One of the simplest correlation procedures is that involving rank differ
ences. Given two series of measures it is possible to rank them both and 
get the differences in the rank. Consider Example I, which gives data on 
five men. Let us euppoae that these five men make the scores in a mental 
teat indicated in the first culumn and that eome quantitative etatement of 

ELUlPLBI 

,.... lOB TaT lOB R.uno ........ 
N .... So>u Scou R.uno a- D.....-.. no.......... 

So ..... 

Adams ..••••..•. 45 7S 1 3 2 4 
AndreW!! •••••••• 43 80 2 :I 0 0 
Briggs .••.••.... 3S 82 3 1 2 4 
Brown ...•...... 36 63 4 5 1 1 
Doe ............ 34 68 S 4 1 1 

Sum of rank dilIerencea squared 10 

UIl' :&Il'=10 
N(N'-I) N= 5 
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their ability in the job, such as units of production, giv .. the scores indi
cated in the second column. The problem is the extent to which tbose wbo 
make higb test scores make higb job scores and vic£ ver.a. It is to be 
noted tbat Adams mak .. tbe bigbest test score and is given the rank of 1 
(cf. column beaded "test rank"); Andrews is next best in the test and is 
given tbe rank of 2; Briggs com .. third. If, now, we consider their job 
scores, Briggs is tbe best of tbegroup and is ranked 1 (c!. tbe column beaded 
"job rank "); Andrews is second best and gets a rank of 2, while Adams 
fan. in third place. We may now neglect tbe first two columns and COn
sider only tbe columns of ranks and determine the difference of rank in eacb 
instance. Adams is ranked 1 on tbe test and 3 on tbe job and tbe differ
ence between tbese figures is 2 (cf. the column beaded "rank difference"). 
Andrews is ranked two in botb cases, 80 tbe difference is 0; Briggo is ranked 
3 on tbe test and 1 on tbe job and tbe difference is 2. Similarly, tbe differ
ences for Brown and Doe may be computed. These differences give some 
notion of tbe extent to whicb tbe two series of ranks correspond. If tbe 
difference is as great as 4 or 5, it indicates tbat a person is ranked in one 
trait very differently from tbe way in whicb be is ranked in the otber. If 
tbe difference is arnall, it indicates tbat tbere is a fair correspondence. In 
working out tbe correlation coefficients on tbe baais of tbese data, it is nece&
aary to square tbe rank differences as is done in tbe last column. The sum 
of tbese squares is tben obtained. Tbe formula for computing the coeffi
cients is indicated in tbe example. It must be taken on faitb, in tbe 
present connection, but its derivation may be obtainc.-d in various works 
on statistics. (692.) In tbe formula tbe term :s D' means tbe sum of tbe 
differences squared, while N means the number of cases involved - in this 
instance, 5 men. To solve tbe formula it is necessary to take 6 times tbe 
Bum of the differences squared, divide tbis by N times N '-I and tben 
subtract this quotient from 1. In tbe present example this works out to an 
answer of .50. It is rather conventional procedure to carry correlation 
coefficients out to two decimal places. This particular coefficient indicates 
a fair degree of correlation, which, of course, is obvious from inspection of 
the original data, but it would not be 80 obvious if a large number of in
dividuals had been involved. For purposes of comparison several otber 
examples are added using similar data that give higher or lower correla
tions tban tbose of Example 1. Example II, for instance, indicates a case 
of what is termed perfect correlation. Briggs, wbo ranks highest in the 
test, is also highest in the job. Andrews, wbo is second in tbe test, i. 
second in tbe job, and 80 on down to Doe, wbo is poorest in each respect. 
In tbis case there are no differences in rank and the correlation coefficient 
comes out 1.00, whicb is the maximum possible. This indicates a per
fect correspondence between the two variables. 

Example III presents a perfect negative correlation. Adams, who is 
best in the test, is worst in the job, and Andrews, who is second best in the 
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test, is second worst in the job, and so on down to Doe, who is worst in the 
test and best in the job. This, of course, makes the differences in rank as 
large as possible and the coefficient is - 1.00, which is the maximum pos
sible negative coefficient. It indicates a perfect tendency for the highest 
scores in one variable to go with the lowest scores in the other. 

ExAMPLE n 

TB8T Jo. Tzaor Jo. Run!: R_ 
N .... 

SCOM Sco .. RAN. R.un!: DDTE .... "" 
DlPP&RENClII 

SQUAlUi:D 

Adams .......... 38 74 3 3 0 .0 
Andrews ........ 43 79 2 2 0 0 
Briggs .......... 45 82 1 1 0 0 
Brown ......... . 36 68 4 4 0 0 
Doe ............ 33 62 5 5 0 0 

6xO 0 
p=1 0(25 1)=1-5XU =1.00 

ExAMPLE ill 

TB8T Jo. ..... Jo. R""" R.un!: 
N .... 800 .. Seo .. R.un!: R""" DlFFEaJlHC)II DIFI'ICRENCB 

SQUA.RED 

Adams .......... 46 67 1 5 4 16 
Andrews ........ 43 54 2 4 2 4 
Briggs .......... 38 75 3 3 0 0 
Brown .......... 36 78 4 2 2 4 
Doe .... : ........ 34 83 Ii 1 4 16 -40 

6X4O 240 
5(25-1) = I-Ii X24 = 1-2=-1.00 

Example IV involves a correlation of .80, which is not perfect, although 
very high. There are slight discrepancies in rank, enough to spoil the per
fection, but from inspection it is obvious that there is a very close relation 
between the variables and this is reflected in the high coefficient. Exam
ple V indicates a 0 correlation - that is, a situation in which there is no 

. apparent relation between the two variables. Inspection. reveals that it 
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would be practically impossible to predict a IIl&Il'. job rank if his teat rank 
were known. This is re1Iected in the ooefIicient of O. 

..... JOB ..... JOB R.unE N .... 8como Beo"" lWo: R.unE D ......... "" 

AdalDB ...•..•••••• 40 75 3 3 0 
Andrews ....•••..• 48 79 1 2 1 
Briggo •.••....•... 44 85 2 1 1 
Brown ........... . 32 68 5 4 1 
Doe ••.••..•.•.... 37 64 4 5 1 

6X4 24 
,.1-0(25 1)=1-oX24 -1-.2=.60 

N ..... ..... 
8como 

Adams ............ 
Andrews .......... 
Briggs ..•••....... 
Brown ....... ..... 
Doe ............... 

%1>'_20 
N- 6 

43 
48 
37 
39 
31 

ExAMPLE! V 

JOB ..... 
Beo .. &.ME 

86 2 
73 1 
68 4 
77 3 
80 6 

JOD R""" 
R.unE n........... 

1 1 
4 3 
5 1 
3 0 
2 3 

.6X20 120 
p-l-'0(25_1) = 1-5 X 24 -1-1_.00 

R""" 
Drrn:BENCB 

SQ ..... 

0 
1 
1 
1 
1 -
4 

"",,,,, 
D,~ 

SQ ..... 

1 
9 
1 
0 
9 -20 

The method of rank differen098, while a very convenient and relatively 
easily computed correlation procedure, is not ideal because it assum ... thet 
the differen098 between any two adiaoent ranks in one variable are all 
equal. Referring to Adams's teat aoore in Example I, it is actually two 
points better than Andrews's, while' the latter is five points superior to 
Briggs's, but in ranking them it is ... umed that these differences are equal .. 
In this way & atriking superiority or inferiority of eome individual may be 
overlooked. A ltandani method is avaiIablewhich takesinto&OOOWlt the 
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actual magnitude of the scores. Instead of merely considering whether a 
person who is best in the test is best in the criterion, we ..... concerned with 
whether a man who deviates from the average in one respect deviatee cor
respondingly in the other. In Example VI an illustration is given of the 

ExAHPLlD VI 

DII'VUTIONl!l 
DBVLlTlONS 

SQ • .,... 
PBoDVCTOW' 

NA>OI TB8T c ...... cnt.e! en ... DJ;YlA.rIONB s.. .. BlON Teo< rion Teo< non 

x Y • • .. .. .. 
Adams ••••...... 10 15 +4 +6 16 36 +24 
Aodrews •••.•.... 7 8 +1 -1 1 1 -1 
Briggs .••••...... 5 6 -1 -3 1 9 +3 
Brown .......... . 2 6 -4 -3 16 9 +12 
Doe ••••••••.•..• 6 10 0 +1 0 1 0 

Total ............ 30 45 34 56 +39-1 
Average .•....... 6 9 6.8 11.2 +38 

2.61 3.34 

38 38 
r= 5 X 2.61 X 3.34 = 43.6 =.87 

computation of correlation by the so-caJIed "products-moments" (that is, 
products of deviations) method. The first part of the computation is iden_ 
tical with that previously described in connection with standard deviation 
(p. 161). The original scores ..... given in the first two columns. Con
ventional procedure calls these original scores X and Y. The average of 
each column is computed. The third column gives the deviations of each 
test score from the average test score. Adams's score of 10 is 4 greater 
than the average of 6, that is, its deviation is +4; Andrews's test score of 
7 is 1 above the average, while Briggs's is 1 below, etc. Deviations of 
.riterion scores from the average are computed similarly. The deviations 
are denoted by '" and y. The deviations are now squared and .... h 
column averaged. The square roots of these averages give standard 
deviations of 2.61 and 3.34 respectively. CT. denotes the standard deviation 
of the test scores and CT. the standard devistion of the criterion. The next 
step is to take the product of the deviations. For instance, Adams's 
devistion of +4 in the test is to be multiplied by the corresponding devia
tion of +6 in the criterion, giving a product of 24. Andrews'. figures are 
+1 and -1 respectively and the product is -1. These products ..... then . 
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algebraically totaled, giving 38, and we are ready to substitute in the 
formula. :E:r:y denotes the sum of the products of the deviations of .the 
variables- in this case 38; N denotes the number of individuaIe, and ... and 
... the standard deviations of the two variables as above described. Sub
stituting in the formula the coefficient of .87 is obtained. This has taken 
into account the actual magnitude of the original measures and not merely 
their relative standing. It is to be noted that if a given individual's 
measures are both above or both below the average, the product of the 
deviations will be plus and the numerator of the fraction in the formula 
large, while if one is above the average and the other below, tbt, product 
will be negative and the sum of the products will be somewhat decreased 
and the coefficient lowered. This type of coefficient gives probably the 
best indication of the relation between the two measures and is very widely 
used in all the most careful statistical work. 

The foregoing example may be misleading as to the simplicity of the 
arithmetiea.l work involved. When there are 50 or 100 individuals in the 
correlation, the work of computation becomes very considerable. In such 
cases there are, however, various short-cut procedures which decrease very 
appreciably the routine work. It is beyond the scope of the preseot dis
cussion to describe these. Some involve grouping the data into classes 
rather than using the original scores, some are designed to obviate much of 
the multiplication involved in getting the :r:y term; some obviate the 
necessity of computing deviations at all, and others are especially devised 
for use with some particular type of computing machine. Some of these 
methods are discussed in current statistiea.l works. (498, 603.) 
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COMBINING RANKINGS WITH INCOMPLETE DATA 

Tmo need was mentioned in Chapter VI of a technique for combining in
complete rankings. If, for instance, several foremen independently rank 
a group of work"", as to their ability in the job, but some foremen rank all 
the work"", and others rank only a limited number, it is inadvisahle to 
average the ranks assigned each worker in order to determine his general 
standing. A rank near the bottom of the ecale made by a foreman who 
estimates aU the workers contributes a more severe penalty to the average 
than does a rank near the bottom of the scale by a foreman who estimates 
a smaUer number. (C!. p. 159.) This same problem may arise in rating 
ecale proeedure, in evaluating application blanks, recommendations, letten! 
of application, or the results of employment interviews, or in any other 
situation where a number of judges make an estimate of something and 
pool their results. 

Vanous methods for combining these incomplete rankings have been 
suggested. (C!. 599, 299.) The one to be described is probably as simple 
and satisfactory 8B any, (473.) It 8BS\lJlles that the ranks assigned by any 
foreman or other judge eonform to a normal frequency curve. When 
dealing with quantitative ratings rather than ranks (c!. Chapter VI), a 
similar 8B8Umption W8B made, and each estimate by a given foreman W8B 

converted into its deviation from the average estimate made by that fore
man divided by the standard deviation of his estimates. Such converted 
estimates made by different foremen were then comparable beeause they 
were aU loeated on normal frequeney curves and the properties of such 
curves are universal. 

These same principles are applicable when the estimates are in the form 
of ranks. Suppose five workers have been ranked by a foreman, and it is 
desired to convert these.ranks into terms of standard deviation (a). By 
eonsulting tables (derived originaUy by calculus) we find that in a normal 
frequency curve the average of the highest 20 per cent of the individuals is 
thecreticaUy 1.40 a above the average score or estimate; the average of the 
next 20 per cent is .53 a above the average, while the average of the middle 
20 per cent coincides with the average of aU, so its deviation is 0 <T. Simi
larly, the average of the next 20 per cent of the individuals is.53 u below the 
average or -.53 a, while the average of the lowest 20 per cent is -1.40 a. 
We may then replace the original ranks by these converted figures, thus 
expressing them in terms of standard deviation and making aU such ranks 
comparable regardless of tha number of workers that is ranked. A table 
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may be derived based on the above considerations which gives similar 
figures for converting rankings that involve different numben!. A portion 
of such a table is reproduced in Table LXXIII. It could be carried out to 
include any desired number of individuals. 

TABLE r.xxrrr. FOB CONVEIITING RAN1<S INTO TEBMS OF 8rA!mAllD 
DEVIATIONS 1 

lUxE N17II!ID or hrmnDuALII R.&JfEBD 

• • • • • 7 8 • I. 

1 .80 1.10 1.27 1.40 1.49 1.69 1.67 1.71 1.76 

2 -.80 0 .32 .53 .68 .81 .91 .98 1.1)4 

3 -1.10 - .32 0 .22 37 .59 .60 .68 

4 -1.27 - .53 - .22 0 .18 .29 .39 

.; -1.40 - .68 - .37 - .18 0 .13 

6 -1.49 - .81 - .60 - .29 - .13 

7 -1.59 - .91 - .60 - .39 

8 -1.67 - .98 - .68 

9 -1.71 -1.04 

10 -1.76 

I After Ream. 

In using the table, if a given foreman bas ranked "five men, we look in the 
column headed 5. To the man whom the foreman ranked fiIst we give a 
value of 1.40, to the man whom the foreman ranked second a value of .53, 
and so on. Suppoee the next foreman has ranked onl;!' four men. We then 
use the cohImn headed 4 and give his first man a value of 1.27. To il
lustrate the procedure a ainIple example is given in Table LXXIV. The 
left portion of the table gives the original ranks assigned to the workers 
by three foremen. The third foreman, however, ranked only four of the 
workem. The next portion of the table gives these same ranks converted 
into terms of standard deviation by consulting the previous table. The 
last cohImn gives for each man the average of his converted ranks. It may 
be noted that if the origioal ranks had been averaged without conversion 
Brown and Doe would have the same average of four. With the converted 
ranks, however, Brown is somewhat inferior to Doe. 
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TABLI!I LXXIV. ILLllSTR.!.TING COMBINATION OF iNCOMPLETB RAm<s 
BY CoNVEllSlON INTO TERMS OF STANDARD DEVIATION 

O8lonu.L RAxu CONVIUl'I'ZD RAND 

..... .....d ThUd ..... Seoond ThUd Av. of -..... f ....... f ........ f ........ f ....... ........ ""' .. """ """'" 
Adams ..•.. 1 2 1 1.40 .53 1.27 1.07 

Andrews .•• 3 1 2 0 1.40 .22 .57 

Briggs ...•• 2 4 4 .53 - .53 -1.27 - .42 

Brown .. . ~. 4 S 3 - .53 -1.40 - .32 - .75 

Doe ••....• S 3 -1.40 0 - .70 

Other ""hemes for handling this Bort or data are available. One of them 
provides a table simiIar to the preceding, but the results are in terms of 
something anaIogous to percentile BCOres. This obviates the use of deci
mal points and minus sigus. (225.) The method above described, however, 
is typical of those used for combining ineomplete ranks. 
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ILLUSTRATING THE DERIVATION OF A REGRESSION 

EQUATION 

IN Chapter IX we saw the importance of partia1 correlation and the re
gression equation for weighting a number of tests in order to get the best 
possible prediction of vocational aptitude. A brief indication of the 
technique was given in that connection. In the present section a regres
sion equation in four variablea is worked out in detail by way of illustration 
of the proceea. The equation is that already mentioned on p. 242 for pre
dicting ability at finishing tirea on the basis of three tests - cancelling 
adjacent pairs of numbers whose sum is 10, finding consecutive numbers 
arranged irregularly in a square, and simple visual reaction time. Theae 
test.. in the previous connection were numbered 3, 5, and 7. In the present 
section, in the intereat of simplicity, they will be renumbered respectively 
2,3, and 4. 

The original correlations of the tests with the criterion and with each 
other (of. Table XXII) are as follows, where 1 is the criterion and 2, 3, and 
4 are the test.. just mentioned. For instance, r" - that is, the oorreIation 

• 3 • 
1 . 51 .~9 -.41 

2 .66 -.24 

3 -.22 

between the criterion and test 2 - is .51, while r .. is .49 and .... is -.22. 
From theae correlations, which are termed "oero order" coefficients, it is 
possible to derive any coefficient of the "first order" like "'~" which means 
the correlation between the criterion and test 2 with test 3 kept constant. 
Such coefficient.. are called "fust order" because there is one secondary 
SUbscript, that is, one subscript after the point or one variable that is kept 
constant. There are always two primary subscript.. before the point. 
From coefficient.. of the first order it is possible to derive those of the second 
order like "'~'" which have two secondary subscript.. or two variables that 
are kept constant. From these we may derive third order coefficient.. 
BUch 88 rlJoMlJ etc. 
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The fonnula used in an such computations is of the fonn: 

-.'1- ria -.'1- ria 
The subscripts of the first tenn in the numerator, it is to he noted, are the 
same as the primary subscripts of the coefficient for which we are solving. 
(12.) The second term in the numerator is the product of two factors. 
Each of these has a subscript (3) the same as the secondary suhecript of the 
coefficient for which we are solving. The primary subscripts of this 
coefficient for which we are solving appear also in this second tenn, one in 
each factor. Putting it in another way, we obtain the subscripts of this 
second tenn by combining the secondary subscript of the coefficient for 
which we are solving (3) first with one of its primaries (1) and then with 
the other (2). The two subscripts that appear in the <lenominator of the 
formula are identical with those in the second tenn of the numerator. 

H we suhetitute in this fonnula the JerO order coefiicients given in the 
tahle above we have: 

.51 - .49 X .66 .51- .324 
,. -= _I ==_~ 1... -.' 1- .49' "1 - .66' ".759 -.'.564 

.. .186 = .186'';;.28 
.87 X .75 .653' 

This tens us that the correlation hetween the criterion and test 2 would he 
.28 if we had persona with identical ability in test 3. In exactly the same 
way the other coefiicients of the first order may he derived. For instance: 

. r .... = -.'l-r' .. -.'l-rM 

Here again it is to he noted that the subscripts of the first tenn in the nu
merator are the primary subscripts of the coefficient for which we are solv
ing (24), these same primaries appear in the second term - one in each 
factor - while the secondary subscript (3) appears in both factors and the 
subscripts in the denominator are the same as those in the second term in 
the numerator. Suhetitutiog the zero order coefiicients in this formula: 

- .24 - .66 X (- .22) -.24 - (- .145) 
r .... = .1.1 .1.1 

" 1 - .66' "1 - (- .22)' ".564" .952 

~ - .095 = - .095 = _ .13 
.751 X .975 .732 
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In this same manner all the coefficients of the firat order may be com
puted. In the present problem they are not all necessary, but those that 
are required for subeequent use are as folio.... Their method of derivation 
is identical with the preceding. 

'.... .28 "... -.34 
''''' .47 "'" -.36 
rJloJ .24 '''' -.13 
rllo' .45 ..... -.08 

From these coefficien1>l of the firat order we may now oompute those of 
the eeoond order. The formula is similar in form to the preceding except 
that we are expressing a coefficient with two eeoondary subeeripts in terms 
at coefficien1>l with one secondary subecript. 

The similarity of this formula to the preceding is obvious. The secondary 
subscript is the sa.ma throughout (2). The primary subscripts of the first 
term in the nomeratorare thesame as the primaryof the coefficient for which 
we are solving (14). The seoomlary subeeript of the coefficient for which 
we are solving that does not appear as a eeoondary in the numerator (3) ap
pears in both primaries in the second term of the numerator. The pri
maries (14) of the coefficient for which we are aolving also appear as 
primaries in the second term in the numerator - ooe in each factor. The 
Bubseripts in the denominator are the BBDle as those in the second term of 
the numerator. Substituting the proper values in this formula we have: 

- .34 - .24 X (- .08) -.34 - (- .019) 
r'lI- = 
1· ~1-.24' ~1-(-.618)' ~.942 ~.994 

_ - .34+ .019 = - .321 = -.33 
.971 X .994 .968 

It is po88IDle to compute this same coefficient by another formula as a 
check: 

"U'II- ~l- ril" -./1- ric .• 
This conforms to the specifications mentioned in explaining the other 
formula for, ..... , only it usee a different set of first order coefficients. In 
this case the secondary subseript that appears throughout is 3 instead of 
2. Substituting: 
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- .36 - .28 X (- .13)- .36 - (- .036) 
r ..... = .. It _ .2S' .. It - (-.13)' = ".922 ".9S3 

_ -.36+.036= -.324='_034 
.960 X .991 .951-

This checks approximately with the result of the other formula. The 
difference of .01 is due to the fact that the coefficients of the first order were 
computed merely to two decimal places. H further decimals had been ..... 
tained, the check would theoretically be perfect. H the proper ooefIicients 
of the first order are available, it is possible to compute all of those of the 
IIOCOIld order in two ways to detect any mistakes in the wotk up to that 
point. Making eimiIar computation for the other coefficients that are 
n.......-y in the present problem we have: 

r".H .25 
r1l-M .23 
rw-a -.33 

Before we can omnpute the regression equation we need to know the 
average (or mean) of each variable as well as its standard deviation (a). 
These figures are as follows: 

.!bur • 

X, .00 .72 
X, 28 10 
X. 19 6 
X. 210 15 

The notation X, indicatee originel Bcoree in the criterion and they were so 
arranged that their mean was 0. Their standard deviation was .72. X, 
denotee score in teet 2. Its average was 28 and its standard deviation 10, 
eto. The formula for the regression equation is: 

The r factors are the partiaJ cotre1ation coefIicients computed previously. 
The "' values represent deviations of a particular messure from the mean 
of that measure, ,." for instance, indicating the deviation of a measure 
from the mean score in test 2. The <T values, which represent the standard 
deviation of a variable with the effect of the others eliminated, must be 
computed thus: 

,r,-::::;1 • 'l ... -a, -r" 
.'.114:= a, VI - ri
G'.on. = (1. "'1- r~ ,,--, 
•• '111-0'41 l-r .. 

'/1- ": .. , 
./1 - ri •.• 
"1-r;'., 
'/1- rio .• 

-VI - ri.o. 
'/1- ..: ... 
VI - r~ ... ~. 
"1- r: •.• 
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The first factor in each product is the ordinary standard deviation of the 
variable whose number appears as the primary subscript at the left side of 
the equation. In ....... the first SUbscript is of the zero order (12); the next 
one is of the first order and is obtained by putting the 2 into the secondary 
and bringing in another primary (3); for the last factor the 3 goes over into 
the secondary and the remaining one (4) is brought into the primary. It 
is to be noted that 1 appears as a primary throughout. The other formul .. 
embody the following principles: The subscript that appears as the 
primary at the left of the equation remains as a primary throughout. The 
last factor always has 1 as one of its primaries. Hence the ,last factor can 
always be determined by uaing as primaries 1 and the primary that ap
pears at the left of the equation and using all the other variables as second
aries. The next to the last factor is obtained by ahifting one of the ..,.,.. 
ondaries into the primary, displacing the primary that is not to be 8 

primary throughout. For instance, take ....... The last factor must have 
1 as a primary subscript and also 4 which appears at the left of the equ .... 
tion as a primary. The next to the last factor drops 2 from the secondary 
and puts it in the primary to replace 1. It cannot replace 4 because that 
must remain as a primary throughout. The first factor now has thia 
secondary 3 dropped and moved into the primary, replacing 2. Substitut
ing the appropriate values ill these equations: 

..... -.72Vl-.51t vr=:iiiV'1 ( .33)' - .72X.862 X.U71 X.9M-.tii73 
"1.,,.-10"1-.661,\11 ( 13}'V'1-.2&-lOX.761X.991X.988-7.15 
.... til - 6~ VI ( .08)1 Vl-,23! - 8 X .751 X .997 X .973 - 4.38 
.~1II-16Vl-(-.22)IVl ( .13)'''1 ( .33)t-16X.975XJNIXJK4-13.111 

We are now ready to substitute in the regression equation. 

.573 .573 .573 
:r, = 7.15 .25 Z. + 4.38 .23:r, - 13.68 .33:11. 

- .02:11, + .03:11, - .014:11. 

There is one further step to take before the equation is in its most useful 
form. As above given, it involves the deviations of the scores from their 
mean rather than the actual original scores. If it were to be used in this 
form, it would be necessary to convert each measure into a deviation and 
substitute in the equation; then, after x. had been obtained, to convert it 
back into terms of actual score. It is better to make a single transforma
tion for the whole equation so that original scores can be substituted in it 
directly. Thia can be done by virtue of the fact that a deviation is simply 
the original score minus the mean, so tbat Xl = X 1 - Mil XI"'" XI - MI. etc., 
where '" is the deviation of the criterion, X. the original score, and M. the 
mean of the criterion soores, and the same meaning is attached to z" the 
deviation of a score in test 2, etc. The mean scores have been given above 
10 that we may make the following substitutions: 
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",,=X,-O 
." = X. - 28 
",.=X.-19 
.,,=X,-210 

Making this transformation we have: 

X, - 0 = .02 (X. - 28) + .03, (X. - 19) -.014 (X, - 210) 
X, = .02. X. + .03 X. - .014 X. + 1.82. 

6Z5 

This is the final form of the regression equation, and if a given applicant 
has taken the three teets his scores may be suhetituted in this equation to 
obtain his most probable score in the criterion. (Cf. p. 238.) 

Wben more than four variables are involved, the labor of computing the 
coefficients increases, but the procedure above outlined does not bave to be 
followed, for the ... are various sbort cuts available. Even &0 the technique 
of partial corre1ation is tedious, but worth wbile. 

No effort has heen made in the foregoing to present the theory of pertial 
correlation. This lies beyond the scope of the present work. For a dis
cussion of the tbeory reference is made to Yule (692); for short cuts in the 
computation of partial coefficients, to Kelly (272); and for sbort cuts that 
obviate tbe use of certain coefficients, to Rosenow (490 - appendix). 
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MechanicRl aptitude. tests of, 94 fro 
Mechanicnl interests N. social. 3l2. 
Memory. tests of. 75. 
Mental components of occupation. testa 

for. 226 ff. 
Mental tests. &e Tests. 
Motor control, tests of, 64. 
Motonnen, tests for, 50. 205. 208, 255. 
Multiple correlation, coefficient of, 239 fl. 

National Researeh Council, 58, 495-
Normal frequency curve. 162 if. 

Objective l!Icore, 196. 
Objective traits N. subieetive, 856. 
Occupationru descriptiOll, 479. See oleo 

Job analysis. 
Occupational groups. inte1.lipnce of, 

265 If. 
Office boys, intelliJ!:cnce of. »78. 
Officers' rating scale, 330. 
Omnibus test, 96. 
Orientation of psychologist takina up 

employment wo:rk. ltiS. 

Painters, trade test for, 451. 
Partial correlation. &5. 135. 233 ft ... 

520 If. 
Pattern makers. trnde test for. 4S9. 
Percentile scores. 97. 266. 
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Personal history blank. 386. 
Personal history factors in vocational 

prediction. 386 fl., 397. 
Personnel Research Federation, 58, 496. 
Phrenology, 21 ft. 
Physiognomy 

commercial systems of, 27, 42. 
experimental study of. 28 fl. 
popular belief in. 25. 

Policemen, tests for. 259. 
Previous experience and vocational 

prediction. 395. 
Probability of voeational BUeeess, p~ 

diction of, 210 ft. 
Production figures 88 criterion, 150. 
Psychological Corporation. 58. 496. 
Public speakers, teetl for. 260. 

Quartile. 266. 
Questionnaire 

interest. 298. 
iob analy&s, 470. 

Railway postal clerks. trade teat for, 
4057. 

Ranking workers in criterion. 145. 
Ranks. averaging, 517. 
Rapport, 114. 186.419. 
Rating scale 

interviewer's, 419. 
in job analysis, 484.. 
methods 

defined groups, 334 ft .• 422. 
graphic. 337 tr., 423. 
man-to-man. 329 ffo. 420. 

officers', 56. 
purpoee.317. 

Rati.ngs, correction of, 347. 
Reaction time. testa of, 72. 
Reasoning, tests of. 77. 
Recommendation blank, 413. 
Recommenda.tions, 409 ft. 
Regression equation, 204. 238 ff., 520 fl. 
Reliability 

of criterion, 149. 
of letters of application. 402. 
of rating scale. 345 ft. 
of testa, 136, 197. 

Salesmen 
intelligence of. 274, 280. 
interest tests for. 314. 
tests for. 248, 457. 
N. engineers. interests of, 308. 

Sampling oI subjects, 176 !f. 

• 

School marks and vocational success, 
372 tJ. 

Self-estimates. 408. 
Sensory capacity, tests of, 67. 
Sensory defects, 182. 
Sexes. iIitelligence of, in office. 276. 
Sex of subjects. 178. 
Silk mill operatives. intelligence of. 282. 
Social interests tIS. mechanical, 312. 
Space perception. tests oi, 74. 
Speed N. accuracy score, 130. 
Spiritualism, 18. 
Standard deviation. 161, 1M. 
~t.andard error of estimate, 211. 
Stenographers 

tests for. 250. 
trade tests for. 456. 

Subjective traits N. objective. 356. , 
Subjects used in evaluating tests, 172 fl. 

Telegraphers. tests for, 208, 243, 2M. II I 
Telepathy, 19. 
Telephone opemtors, testa for. 50, 208. 

248.253. . 
Temperament, tests oi, 84. 
Tests 

administration of. 101 fl. 
capacity l1a. proficiency, 62,431. 
early developme!lt of, 48. 
general nature of. 60. 
general t'.!I. special capacity, 62. 
incentive. 126. 
instructions. 120 ff. 
in job 8.Dalysis. 485. 
limitation on response, 111 fl. 
material 

alternative, n9. 
arrangement. 117. 
difficulty, U5 If. 

method of resPODB8 
oral. 106. 
perfonnanee, 108. 

proficiency N. capacity, 62, 431. 
rapport. 114. 
reliability, 136. 
scoring, 127 ff. 
sensitivity, U9. 
special N. general capacity, 62. 
time limit. 111 . 
type of response. 109 If. 
work limit. 112. 
written method. 107. 

Time clerks, trade test for. 455. 
Tire 6nisben. testa for, 227. 
Total mental situa.tion, tests for, 194 fl. 



668 INDEX. 

'17ade test. 55. 431 If. 
calibratioD, 446. 
in job analysis, 485. 
kinds,434. 
methods of developing, 438 ,. 
need, 431. . 
oral. 434. 450. 
perfonnance, 435, 459. 
picture. 434, 453. 
written. 435, 454. 

Training of raters, 362. 
Traits 

defining in rating scale, 326 ff. 
selection of lor rating eeale. 320 fl. 

Typesetters, tests for, 253. 
Typists. tests for, 249. 

Validity 
of letten of application" 4OS. 
of ratiog!, 353. 
of tests, 198. 

Vocational guidance N. vocational seJ.ao. 
tiaD,8. 

War. psychology in the. 51 If. 
Weavers, tests for. 252. 
Weighting tests, 55, 231. 
Weighting traits in rating seal., 323. 
Wireman. trade test for, 460. 
Work sheet for job analysis, 476. 
Worker in biB work unit, 9. 


