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PREFACE 
BY 

THE LONDON EDITOR. 

IT is well known that Mr. Jared Sparks has for 
many years been occupied in collecting materials, both 
in Europe and America, for his Life and Writings of 
Washington. 

" I have endeavoured," he observes, in his Preface 
to the former, .. to follow closely the order of time, 
adopting the plan of a personal narrative, and intro­
ducing collateral events no farther than was absolutely 
necessary to give completeness to the design. Mter 
the able, accurate, and comprehensive work of Chief 
Justice Marshall, it would be presumptuous to attempt 
an historical biography of Washington. Yet it mus~ 
be kept in mind that much the larper portion of his 
life was passed on a conspicuous public theatre, and 
that no accouut of it can be written which will not 
assume essentially~he air of history. Anecdotes are 
interwoven· and such incidents of a private and per­
sonaliiatvre as are known; but it must be confessed 
that these. are more rare than could be desired. I 
have seen many particulars of this description which 
I knew not to be true, and others which I did not 
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believe. These have been avoided; nor have I stated 
any fact for which I was not convinced there was 
credible authority. If this forbearance has been 
practised at the expense of the reader's entertainment! 
he must submit to the sacrifice as due to truth and 
the dignity of the subject." 

To the Life, the London editor has added Washing­
ton's own Diaries, the whole of his Speeches to Con­
gress, a portion of' his Answers to Addresses, and a 
variety of Miscellaneous Papers appertaining to his 
personal history, and that of his times, derived almost 
wholly from unpublished manuscripts, and selected 
from the American edition. 

The Diaries are collected under one head, in the 
order of their dates, with such separate introductions 
and remarks as were deemed necessary to give them 
a distinct character. Other introductions and re­
marks have also been prefixed to such of the Mis­
cellaneous Papers as seemed to require them, so that 
each article might be rendered as complete as possible. 

Explanatory notes have also been appended through­
out, wherever the London editor has imagined that 
the sense would be rendered clearer to readers not 
thoroughly versed in American history. 

The last two Petitions to the King of Great Bri­
tain, and the Declaration of American Independence, 
have been added. not only on account of their intrinsic 
value as historical documents, but, as indispensable 
keys to many of the events preceding the actual 
rupture between the colonies and the mother country. 

The Extracts from a Correspondence between 
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George the Third and his Minister Lord North, 
relative to the American War, which will be found in 
the Appendix to the first volume, were selected, by 
Lord Holland, from the manuscripts of Sir James 
Mackintosh, and communicated by him to Mr. 
Sparks; they explain the councils and designs of the 
King and the Ministry during the latter years of the 
war, and certainly form the most remarkable· docu­
ments connected with the history of the American 
Revolution. 

This publication will be immediately followed by a 
Selection of the Private Correspondence of Washing­
ton, in two volumes. 

Ltmdtm, December 1838. 
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APPENDIX I. 

PETITIONS OF THE AMERICAN COLONISTS TO THE 
KING OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

[ALTHOUGH it is not easy to determine at what precise date 
the idea of independence was first entertained by tile rrincipal 
persons in ~merica, it is certain that it was not til the last 
petitions were rejected with a show of indifference, if not of 
contempt, that the eyes of all the colonists were opened to the 
necessity of nnconditional submission or united resistance. 
From that time the word independenee was boldly pronounced, 
and soon became a familiar sound to the ears of the whole 
peor,le. . 

'I he mass of testimony derived from separate sources, coiu­
cident iu every particular, vouched by the first names in 
American history, and the principal actors in producing a 
separation, is perfectly conclusive on this point. It is moreover 
established by all the public documents and proceedings of the 
American colonial legislatures, in which assurances of loyalty 
and allegiance. are uniform and cordial. Any opinion, there­
fore, that the spirit of independence had an early origin and a 
progressive growth, with a direct aim to a separation, or the 
prospect of such an event, must be a mere inference, sanctioned 
only by the free institutions of the colonies, and the tendency 
of a people, under such institutions, to self-government and a 
system independent of foreign control. . 

The following are the two last petitions, to which are added 
the Declaration of American Independence.] 

TO THE lUNG'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

(October 26th, 1774.) 

Most Gracious Sovereign, - We your Majesty's faithful 
subjects of the Colonies of New Hampshire, Massachusetts 
Bay, Rhode Island, and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, the coullties of New-
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castle, Kent, and Sussex on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina, in behalf of ourselves 
and the inhabitants of those Colonies who have deputed us to 
represent them in general Congress, by this our humble 
petition beg leave to lay our grievances before the throne. 

A standing army has been kept in these Colonies ever since 
the conclusion of the late war, without the consent of our 
assemblies; and this army, with a considerable naval armament, 
has been employed to enforce the collection of taxes. 

The authority of the Commander-in-chief, and under him of 
the brigadier-general, has in time of peace been rendered 
supreme in all the civil governments in America. 

The COmmande .... in-chief of all your Majesty's forces in 
North America has, in times of peace, been appointed governor 
ofa Colony. 

The charges of usual offices have been greatly increased; 
and new expenses and oppressive offices have heen'multiplied. 

The judges of admiralty and vice-admiralty courts are em" 
powered to receive their salaries and fees from the effects 
condemned hy themselves. The officers of the customs are 
empowered to break open and enter houses, without tbe 
authority of any civil magistrate, founded on civil information. 

The judges of courts of common law have been made entirely 
dependent on one part of the legislature for their salaries, as 
well as for the duration of their commissions. 

Counsellors holding their commissions during pleasure, ex-
ercise legislative authority. ' 

Humble and reasonable petitions from the representatives of 
the people have been fruitless. The agents of the people bave 
been discountenanced, and governors have been instructed to 
prevent the payment of their salaries. • 

Assemblies have been repeatedly and injuriously dissolved. 
Commerce has been burthened with many useless and op­

pressive restrictions. 
By several acts of parliament made in the fourth, fiftb, sixth, 

seventh, and eigbth years of your Majesty's reign, duties are 
imposed on us, for the purpose of raising a revenue; and tbe 
powers of admiralty and Vice-admiralty courts are extended 
beyond their ancient limits, whereby our property is taken from 
us without our consent, the trial by jury in many civil cases is 
abolished, enormous forfeitures are incurred, for slight offences, 
vexatious informers are exempted from paying damages to 
which they are justly liable, and oppressive security is required 
from owners before they are allowed to defend their ril;\"ht. 

Both houses of parliament have resolved that coloDists may 
be tl'ied in England for offences alleged to have been com-
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mitted in America, by virtue of a statute passed in the thirty-
. fiftb year of Henry the Eighth, and in consequence thereof, 
attempts have heen made to enforce that statute. A statute 
was passed in the twelfth year of your Majesty's reign, direct­
ing that persons cbarged with committing any offence therein 
described in any place out of the realm, may be indicted and 
tried for the same in any shire or county within the realm, 
wbereby inhabitants of these colonies may, in sundry cases by 
that statute made capital, be deprived of a trial by their peers 
of the vicinage. . 

In the last session of parliament an act was passed for 
blocking up the harbour of Boston; another, empowerin~ the 
governor of the Massachusetts Bay to send persons indIcted 
for murder in that provInce to another colony, or even to Great 
Britain, for trial, whereby such offenders may escape legal 
punishments; a third, for altering the chartered constitution of 
government in that province; and a fourth, for extending the 
limits of Quebec, abolishing the English and restoring the 
French laws, whereby great numbers of British freemen are 
subjected to the latter, and establishing an absolute govern­
ment, and the Roman-catholic religion, throughout those vast 
regions that border on the westerly and northerly boundaries. 
of the free Protestant English settlements; and a fifth, for the 
better providing suitable qUQ1·ters for officers and soldiers in his 
Majesty's service in North America. 

To a sovereign who' glories in the name of Briton' the bare 
recital of these acts must, we presume, justify the loyal subjects 
who fly to the foot of his throne, and implore his clemency for 
protection against them. 

From this destructive system of colony administration, 
adopted since the conclusion of the last war, have flowed those 
distresses, dangers, fears, and jealousies, that overwhelm your 
Majesty's dutiful colonists with aflliction; and we defy our 
most subtle and inveterate enemies to trace the unhappy dif­
ferences between Great Britain and these colonies from an 
earlier period, or from other causes, than we bave assigned. 
Had tlley proceeded on our part from a restless levity of temper, 
unjust impulses of ambition, or artful suggestions of seditious 
persons, we should merit the opprobrious terms frequently 
bestowed upon us by those we revere. But, so far from pro­
moting innovations, we have only opposed them; and can be 
charged with no offence, unless it be one to receive inj uries 
and be sensible of them. 

Had our Creator been pleased to gh'e us existence in a land 
of slavery, the sense of Ollr condition might bav.!' been miti­
gated by ignorance and habit; but, tbanks be to bis adorable 
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goodness, we were born the heirs of freedom, and ever enjoyed 
our right uudel' the auspices of your royal ancestors, whose 
family was seated on the British throne to rescue and secure 
a pious and gallant nation from the popery and despotism of 
a superstitious aud inexorable tyraut. Your Majesty, we are 
confident, justly rejoices that your title to the crown is thus 
founded on tbe title of yonr people to liberty; and therefore 
we doubt not bnt your royal wisdom must approve the sensi­
bility that teaches your subjects anxiously to guard the blessing 
they receive from Divine Providence, and thereby to prove the 
performance of that compact which elevated the illustrious 
house of Brunswick to the imperial di~ity it now possesses. 

The apprehension of being d~eQ into a state of servitude 
from the pre-eminent rank of 'English freemen, while our 
minds retaIn the strongest love of liberty; and clearly foresee 
the miseries preparing for us and our posterity, excites emotions 
in our breasts which, though we cannot describe, we should 
not wish to conceal. Feeling as men, and thinking as subjects, 
in the mauner we do, silence would be disloyalty. By giving 
this fuithful information we do all in our power to promote 
the great objects of your royal cares-the tranquillity of your 
government, and the welfure of your ~ple. 

Duty to your Majesty, and regard for the· preservation of 
ourselves and onr posterity-the primary obligatious of nature 
aud of society, command us to entreat your royal attention; 
and as your Majesty enjoys the sigoal distinction of reigning 
over freemen, we apprehend tbe language of freemen cannot 
be displeasing. Your royal indignation, we hope, will rather 
fall on those dangerous and designing men wbo, darindy in­
terposing themselves between your royal person ana your 
faithful subjects, and fur several years past incessantly em­
ployed to dissolve the bonds of society, by aQusing your 
Majesty's authority, misrepresenting your American subjects, 
and prosecuting the most desperate and irritating projects of 
oppression, bave at length compelled us, by the force of accu­
mulated injuries, too severe to be any lon~ tolerable, to dis­
turb your Majesty's repose by our complBlDts. 

These sentiments are extorted from hearts that much more 
willingly would bleed in your Majesty's service. Yet so 
greatly have we been misrepresented, that a necessity has 
been alleged of taking our property from us without our con­
sent, • to defray the charge of the administration of justice, 
the support of civil guvernment, and the defence, protection, 
and security of the colonies.' But we beg leave to assure 
your Majesty that such provision has been and will be made 
for defraying the two first articles, as has been and shall be 
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judged, by the legislatures of the several colonies, just and 
suitable to their respective circumstances; and for the defence, 
protection, 8lld secUlity of the colonies, their militias, if pro­
perly regulated, as they earnesdy desire may immediately be 
done, would be fully sufficient, at least in times of peace, 8lld 
in case of war, your faithful colouists will be ready 8lld willing, 
as they have ever been when constitutionally required, to 
demonstrate their loyalty to your Majesty by exerting their 
most strenuous efforts in gr811ting supplies and raising forces. 
Yielding to no British subjects in affectionate attachment to 
your Majesty's r.erson, family, 8lld government, we too dearly 
prize the privi ege of expressing that attachment by those 
proofs that are honourable to the prince who receives them 
and to the people who give them, ever to resign it to any body 
of men upon earth. 

Had we been permitted to enjoy in quiet tbe inheritance 
left us by our forefathers, we should at this time have been 
peaceably, cheerfully, and usefully employed in recommending 
ourselves by every testimony of devotIon to your Majesty, and 
of veneration to the state from which we' derive our origin. 
But though now exposed to unexpected and unnatural scenes 
of distress, by a contention with that nation in whose parental 
guidance on all important affairs we have hitherto WIth filial 
reverence constantly trusted, and therefore can derive no in­
struction in our Eresent unhappy 8lld perplexing circum­
stances from any wrmer experience; yet we doubt not the 
purity of our intention and the integrity of our conduct will 
Justify us at that grand tribunal before which all mankind 
must submit to judgment. 

We ask but for peace, liberty, and safety. We wish not a 
diminution of the prerogative, nor do we solicit the grant of 
any new right in our favour. Your royal authority over us, 
and our connexion with Great Britain, we shall always care­
fully and zealously endeavour to support and maintain. 

Filled with sentiments of duty to your Majesty, and o~ 
affection to our parent state,-deeply impressed by our edu­
cation, and strongly confu'med by our resson, and anxious 
to evince the sincerity of these dispositions,-we present 
this petition only to obtain redress of grievances, and relief 
from fears and jealousies occasioned by the system of statutes 
and regulations adopted since the close of the late war, for 
raising a revenue in America, extendin~ the powers of courts 
of admiralty and vice-admiralty, trYlOg persons in Great 
Britaiu for offences alleged to be committed in America 
affecting the province of Massachusetts Bay, and altering the 
goveroment and extending the limits of Quebec; by the abo-
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lition of which system the harmony between Great Britain 
and these colonies, so necessary to the happiness of both, and 
so ardently desired by the latter, and the usual intercourse, will 
be immediately restored. In the magnanimity and justice of 
your Majesty and parliament we confide for a redress of our 
other grievances, trusting, that wben the causes of our appre­
hensions are .removed, our future conduct will prove 115 not 
unworthy of that regard we have been accustomed in our hap­
pier day. to enjoy. For, appealing to that Being who searches 
thoroughly the hearts of his creatures, we solemnly profess that 
our councils have been influenced by no other motive than a 
dread of impending destruction. 

Permit us, then, most gracious Sovereign, in the name of all 
your faithful people in America, with the utmost humility, to 
implore you,-for the honour of Almighty God, whose pure 
religion our enemies are undermining; for your' glory, which 
can be advanced only by rendering your subjects bappy, and 
keeping them united; for the interests of your family, de­
pending on an adherence to the principles that enthroned 
it; for the safety and welfare of your kingdoms and dominions, 
threatened with almost unavoidable dangers and distresses,-that 

. your Majesty, as the loving father of your whole people, con-
nected by the same bands of law, loyalty, faith, and blood, 
though dwelling in various countries, will not suffer the trans­
cendent relation formed by those ties to be further violated, 
in uncertain expectation of effects that, if attained, never can 
compensate for the calamities through which they must be 
gained. 

We therefore most earnestly beseech your Majesty that your 
royal authority and interposition may be used for our relief; 
and that a gracious answer may be given to this petitiorn 

That ~our M.ajesty may enjoy every felicity ~hrough a long 
and gloriOUS reign over bappy and loyal subjects, and that 
your oeseendants may inherit your prosperity and dominions 
till time shall be no more, is and always will be our sincere 
and fervent prayer. 

Pbiladelpbia, October 26th, 1714. 

From NetD Hamp"'ire. 
John Sullivan. 
Nath. Folsom. 

Rilod. [,land, 

Stephen Hopkins. 
Samnel Ward. 

HENRY MIDDLETON. 

Conn«ticut. 

Eleph Dyer. 
Roger Sherman. 
Silas Deane. 

New York. 
Phili p Livingston. 



John Alsop. 
Isaac Low. 
James Duane. 
John Jay. 
William Floyd. 
Henry Wisner. 
S. Boreum. 

N<v> lemy. 

William Livingston. 
John de Hart. 
Stephen Crane. 
Richard Smith. 

M .... cIouaett. Bay. 

Thomas Cushing. 
Samuel Adams. 
John Adams. 
R. Treat Paine. 

Pemuyl .... io. 

E. Biddle. 
J. Galloway. 
John Dickmson. 
John Morton. 
Thomas Mifflin. 
George Ross. 
Charles Humphreys. 

PJl1'l1'Was, 

Delaware Got7Cf'n1lIent. 

Cressr Rodney. 
Thomas M'Kean. 
George Read. 

M"'Yland• 
Matthew Tilghman. 
T. Johnson, jun. 
William Paes. 
Samuel Chace. 

. ,.. u-gini4. 
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Richard Henry Lee. 
Patrick Henry. 
George Washington. 
Edmund Pendleton. 
Richard Bland. 
Benjamin Harrison. 

North Carolina. 

William Hooper. 
Joseph Hewes. 
Richard Caswell. 

&nah C .... lina. 

Thomas Lynch. 
Christopher Gadsden. 
J. Rutledge. 
Edward Rutledge. 

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

(July 8th, 1775.) 

Most Gracious Sovereign, - We, your Majesty's faithful 
suhjects of the colonies of New Hampshire, Massachusetts 
Bay, Rhode Island, and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, the counties of New­
castle, Kent, and Sussex, on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina, in hehalf of ourselves and 
the inhahitants of these colonies, who have' deputed us to re­
present them in general Congress, entreat your Majesty's 
gracious attention to this our humble petition. 

The union between our mother country and these colonies, 
and the energy of mild and just government, produced benefits 
so remarkably important, and afforded such an assurance of 

VOL. I. G G 
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their permanency and increase; that the wonder and envy of 
other nations were excited, while they beheld Great Britain 
rising to a power the most extraordinary the world had ever 
known. 

Her rivals, observing that there was no probability of this 
,happy connexion being broken by civil dissensions, and ap­
prehending its future effects if left any longer undisturbed, 
resolved to prevent her receiving such continual and formid­
able accessions of wealth and strength by checking the growth 
of those settlements from which they were to be derived. 

In the {'rosecution of this attempt, events so unfavourable 
to. the design took place, that every friend to the interest of 
Great Britain and these colonies entertained pleasing and 
reasonable expectations of seeing an additional force and exer­
tion immediately given to the operations of the union hitherto 
experienced, by an enlargement of the dominions of the crown, 
and the removal of ancient and warlike enemies to a greater 
distance. 

At the conclusipn, therefore, of the late war-the most glo­
rious and advanta.,"""us that ever had been carried on by 
British arms-your loyal colonists, having contributed to its 
success by such repeated and strenuous exertions as frequently 
procured them the distinguished approbation of your Majesty, 
of the late King, and of Parliament, doubted not but that 
they should be permitted, with the rest of the empire, to share 
in the blessings of peace and the emoluments of victory .and 
conquest. . 

While these recent and ,honourable acknowledgments of 
their merits remained on record in the journals and acts of 
that august legislature, the Parliament, lIndefaced by,the im­
putation or even the suspicion of any offence, they were 
alarmed by a new system of statutes and regulations, adopted 
for the administration of the colonies, that filled their minds 
with the most painful fears IUld jealousies; and, to their inex­
pressible astonishment, perceived the danger of a foreign 
quarrel quickly succeeded by domestic danger, in their judg­
ment, of a more dreadful kind. 

Nor were these anxieties alleviated hy any tendency in this 
system to promote tbe welfare of their mother country; for 
though its effects were more immediately felt by them, yet its 
inlluence appeared to be injul'ious to the commerce and pros­
perity of G.'eat Britain. 

We shall decline the ungrateful task of describing the irk­
some variety of artifices practised by many of your Majesty's 
ministers, the delusive pretences, fruitless term!'s, and una­
vailing severities, that have from time to time been dealt out 
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by them in their attempts to execute this impolitic plan, or of 
tracing through a series of years past the progress of the un­
happy differences between Great Britain and these colonies 
that have flowed from this fatal source. 

Your Majesty's ministers, persevering in their measures, 
and proceeding to open hostilities for enforcing them, have 
compelled us to arm in our own defence, and have engaged 
us in a controversy so peculiarly abhorrent to the affections of 
your still faithful colonists, that when we consider whom we 
must oppose in this contest, and, if it continues, what may be 
the consequences, our own particular misfortunes are accounted 
by us only as parts of our distress. 

Knowing to what violent resentments and incurable animo­
sities civil discords are apt to exasperate and inflame the con. 
tending parties, we think ourselves required, by indispensable 
obligations to Almighty God, to your Majesty, to our fellow­
subjects, and to ourselves, immediately to nse all the means in 
our power, not incompatible with our safety, for stopping the 
further eifusion of blood, and for averting the impending cala­
mities that threaten the British empire. 

Thus called upon to address yom· Majesty on affairs of such 
moment to America, and probably to all your dominions, we 
are earnestly desirous of performing this office with the utmost 
deference for your Majesty; and we therefore pray that your 
Majesty's royal m",,"Ilanimity and benevolence may make the 
most favourable construction of our expressions on so uncom­
mon an occasion. Could we represent in their full force the 
sentiments that agitate the minds of us your dutiful subjects, 
we are persuaded your Majesty would ascribe any seeming 
deviation from reverence in our language, and even in our 
conduct, not to any reprehensible intention, but to the impos­
sibility of reconciling the usual appearances of respect with 
a just attention to our own preservation """"inst those artful 
and cruel enemies who abuse your royal confidence and autho­
rity for the purpose of effecting our destruction. 

Attached to your Majesty's person, family, and government, 
with all the devotion that principle and affection can inspire,­
connected with Great Britain by the stronaest ties that can 
unite societies, BDd deploring every event that tends in nnv 
degree to weaken them,-we solemnly assure your Majesty that 
we not only most ardently desire the former harmony between 
her and these colonies may be restored, but that a concord 
may be established between them ul!0n so finn a basis as to· 
perpetuate its .blessings, uninterrupted by any future disseu­
sions, to succeeding generations in both countries, and t.o:. 
transmit your Majesty's name to posterity, adorned with that 

GG.2 
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, signal and llisting glory that has attended the memory of those 
illustrious personages wbose virtues and abilities have extri­
cated states from dangerous cOllvulsions, and by securing hap­

. piness to others, have erected the most noble and durable 
monuments to tbeir own fame. 

We bea leave further to assure your Majesty that, notwith­
standing the sufferings of your loyal colonists during the course 
'of this p,resent controversy, our breasts retain too tender a 
. regard for the kingdom from wbich we !lerive our origin, to 
request such a reconeiliation as might in any manner be in­
consistent with her dignity or her welfare. . These, related as 
we are to her, honour and duty, as well as inclination, induce 
us to support and advance; and the apprehensions that now 
oppress our bearts with unspeakable grief being once removed, 
your Majesty will find your faithful subjects on this continent 
ready and willing at all times, as they bave ever been, with 
their lives and fortunes to assert and maintain tbe rigbts anil 
interests of your Majesty and of our mother country. 

We therefore beseecb your Majesty that your royal autbo­
rity and influence may be graciously interposed to procure us 
relief from our afHicting fears alld jealousies, occasioned by the 
system before mentioned, and to settle peace throughout every 
part of your dominions, with all humility submitting to your 
Majesty's wise consideration, whether it may not be expedient, 
for facilitating those important purposes, that your Majesty be 
pleased to dil'ect some mode by which the united appliCdtions 
of your faithful colonists to the tbrone, in pursuance of their 
common councils, may be improved into a happy and perma­
nent reconciliation; and that in the meantime measures may 
be taken for preventing the further destruction of the Jives of 
your Majesty's subjects, and that such statutes as more imme­
diately distress any of your Majesty's colonies may be re­
pealed. 

For, by such arrangements as your Majesty's wisdom can 
form for collecting the united sense of your American people, 
we are convinced your Majesty would receive such satisfactory 
proofs of the disposition of the colonists towards their sove­
reign and parent state, that the wished-for opportunity would 
soon be restored to them of evincing the sincerity of their pro­
fessions by every testimony of devotion becoming the most 
dutiful subjects and the most affectionate colonists. 

That your Majesty may enjoy a long and prospel'Ous reign, 
and that your descendants may ga.-ern YOUl' dominions with 
honour to themselves and happiuess to their subjects, is our 
sincere prllyer. JOHN HANCOCK. 
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N"" H ... plhu.. 
John Langdon. 
Thomas Cushing. 
~t".&y. 

Samuel Adams. 
John Adams. 
R.TreatPaine. 

1Uwde Lltmd. 
Stephen Hopkins. 
Samuel Ward. 
~. 

Roger Shennan. 
Silas Deane. 
E1iphalet Dyer. 

NtIlI York. 
Philip Livingston. 
James Duane. 
John Alsop. 
Francis Lewis. 
John Jay. 
&. Livingston, jun. 
Lewis Morris. 
William Floyd. 
Henry Wisner. 

N"" J..-..y. 
William Livingston. 
John Deharts. 
Richard Smith. 

P......,1omJia. 
Benjamin Franklin. 
John Dickinson. 

Pbiladelphia, July 8th, 1775. 

George Ross.. 
James Wilson. 
Charles Humphreys. 
Edward Biddle. 

Delatoore c-.ty. 

Cresar Rodney. 
Thomas M·Kean. 
George Read. 

MmyLwi. 
Matthew TIlghman. 
Thomas Johnson, jun. 
William Paca. 
Samuel Chace. 
Thomas Stone. 

Virginia. 

P. Henry, jun. 
R. Heury Lee. 
Edmund Pendleton. 
Benjamin Harrison. 
Thomas Jefferson. 

Nurlh Carolina. 

William Hooper. 
Joseph Hewes. 

South Carolina. 

Henry Middleton. 
Thomas Lynch. 
Christopher Gadsden. 
J. Rutl"'!.~ 
Edward liutledge. 

DECLARATION OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE. 

(J u1, 4th, 1776.) 

W BEN, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary 
for one people to dissolve the political hands which have con­
nected them with another, and to DSSume among the powers 
of the earth the separate and equal station to which the laws 
of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a decent respect 
to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare 
tlte causes which impel them to the separation. 



454 APPBNDIX. 

We bold these truths to be self-evident :-that all men are 
created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights, 
governments are instituted among men, deriving their just 
powers from tbe consent of the governed; that wbenever any 
form of government becomes destructive of tbese ends, it IS 

the right of the people to alter or abolish it, and to institute a 
new government, laying its foundation on sucb principles, and 
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most 
likely to effect their safety and bappiness. Prudence, indeed, 
will dictate that governments long established should not be 
changed for light and transient causes; and, accordingly, all 
experience has shewn, that mankind are more disposed to 
suffer wbile evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by 
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But 
when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing in­
variably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them 
under absolute despotism, it is tbeir right, it is their duty, to 
throw off such government, and to provide new guards for 
their future security. 

Such has been the patient sufferance of these colonies; and 
such is now the necessity which constrains tbem to alter their 
former systems of government. The bistory of tbe present 
king of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and 
usurr.ations, all having, in direct object, the establisbment of an 
abso ute tyranny over these States. To prove this, let facts be 
submitted to .. candid world. 

He bas refused his assent to laws the most wholesome and 
necessary for the puhlic good. 

He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate 
and pressing importance, nnless suspended in their operation 
till his assent sbould be obtained; and wben so suspended, he 
bas utterly neglected to attend to them. 

He bas refused to pass otber laws for the accommodation 
of large districts of people, unless those people would relin­
quish the right of representation in the legislature--a right 
inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. 

He has called touether legislative bodies at pIsces unusu81, 
uncomfortable, and ~istant from the depository of their public 
records. for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compli­
ance with his measure~ 

He hili! dissolved representatives' houses repeatedly, for 
opposing, witb manly firmness, his invasions on the rigbts of 
the people. 

He bas refused for a long time .after such dissolutions, 10 
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cause others to be elected, whereby the legislative powers, 
incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at large 
for their exercise, the State remaining in the meantime ex­
posed to all the dangers of invasion from without and convul­
sions within. 

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these 
States; for that purpose obstructing the laws for naturalization 
of foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their 
migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new appropria­
tions of lands. 

He bas obstructed the administration of justice. hy refusing 
bis assent to laws for establishina judiciary POWer.!l. 

He bas made judges depen~ent on his will alone for the 
tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their 
salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither 
swarms of officers to harass our people, and eat ont their 
substance. 

He bas kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies, 
without the consent of our legislatures. 

He has affected to render the military independent of, and 
superior to, the civil power. 

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction 
foreign to our constitution and nnacknowled~ by our laws, 
giving his assent to their acts of pretended legislation. 

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us. 
For protectin~ them, by a mock trial, from punishment for 

any murders whICh they should commit on the inhabitants of 
these States. 

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world. 
For imposing taxes 00 us without our conseoL 
For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of tria\ by 

jury. 
For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended 

offences. 
I"or abolishing the free system of English laws in a neigh­

bouring province, estahlishing therein an arbitrary government, 
and enlarging its boundaries, so as to render it at once an ex­
ample and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule 
into these colonies. 

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable 
laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our governments. 

For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring them­
selves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases 
whatsoever. 
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He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of 
his protection, and waging war against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our 
towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. 

He is at this time transporting large armies of for~ign mer­
cenaries to complete the works of death, desolation, and tyranny, 
already begnn with circumstances of cruelty and perfidy 
scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally un­
worthy the head of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive on 
the high seas, to bear arms against their country, to become 
the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to faIl them­
selves by their hands. 

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has 
endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers the 
merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare is an 
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and conditions. 

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for 
redress in the most humble terms: our repeated petitions have 
been answered only. by repeated injury. A prince, whose 
character is thus marked by every act which may define a 
tyrant, is unfit to be ruler of a free people. 

Nor have we been wanting in attention to our British 
brethren. We have warned them, from time to time, of at­
tempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable juris­
diction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances 
of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to 
their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured 
them, by the ties of our common kindred, to disavow these 
usurpations, whicb would inevitably interrupt our connexions 
,and correspondence. They, too, have been deaf to the voice 
of justice and of consanguinity. We must tberefore acquiesce 
in tbe necessity wbich denounces our separation, and bold 
them, as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war, in peace, 
friends! 

We, therefore, the representatives of the UNITEn ,STATES 
of AMERICA, in GENERAL CONGRESS assembled, appeal­
ing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude 
of,our intentions, do, in the name and by authority of the ~ 
people of these colonies, solemnly publish and declare, ':that 
the..e United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, FREE 
and INDEPENDENT SUTES; that they are absolved from 
all alleginnce to the British Crown, and that all politicol 
connexion between them and the State of Great Bdtain is, 
and alight to be, totally dissolved; and that, as }<'REE 
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and INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full power to levy 
war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establi.h commerce, 
and to do all other acts and things, which INDEPENDENT 
STATES may of ri"ht do. And for the support of this 
declaration, with a ifrm reliance on the protection of DIVINE 
PROVIDENCE, we ~ mutually pledge to each other our lives, 
our fortunes, and our sacred honour! JOHN HANCOCK. 

New H""'l"hire. 

Josiah Bartlett. 
William Whipple. 
Matthew Thornton. 

Mauac/""etl. Bay. 
Samuel Adams. 
John Adams. 
Rohert Treat Paine. 
Elbrid~e Gerry. 

Rhode I.Umo. 

Stephen Hopkins. 
William Ellery. 

Connecticut. 

Roger Sherman. 
Samuel Huntington. 
William Williams. 
Oliver Wolcott. 

New York. 
W iIIinm Floyd. 
Philip Livin~lon. 
Francis LeWIS. 
Lewis Morris. 

Nt1DJeney. 

Richard Stockton. 
John Witherspoon. 
Francis Hopkinson. 
John Hart. 
Abraham Clark. 

Pennsylvania. 

Benjamin Franklin. 
Robert Morris. 
Benjamin Rush. 
Johll Morton. 
George Clymer. 

James Smith. 
George Taylor. 
James Wilson. 
George Ross. 

Deu.ware. 

Cresar Rodney. 
George Read. 

Maryu.nd. 

Samuel Chace. 
William Paca. 
Thomas Stone. 
C. Carroll, of Carrollrou. 

Yirgi";". 

George Wythe. 
Richard Henry Lee. 
Thomas Jefferson. 
Benjamin Harrison. 
Thomas Nelson, jun. 
Francis Lightfoot Lee. 
Carter Braxton. 

North Carolina. 
William Hooper. 
Joseph Hewes. 
John Penn. 

South C. ... li ..... 

Edward Rutledge. 
Thos. Heyward, jun. 
Thos. Lynch, jun. 
Arthur Middleton. 

Georgia. 

Button Gwinnet. 
Lyman Hall. 
George Walton. 
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GEORGE THE THIRD'S AND LORD NORTH'S VIEWS AT 
DIFFERENT STAGES OF THE AMERICAN WAR. 

HISTORY and all the public documents and proceedings of 
Parliament during the administration of Lord North concur 
in representing that minister, not only as an enemy to the 
claims aud pretensions of the Americans, but as a constant and 
uncompromising advocate for the war. So strong has this 
impression been in America, that writers have uniformly 
oscdhed the continuance of the war, after every reasonable 
prospect of success had vanished, mainly to the settled hosti­
lity and unyielding temper of Lord North. The fact, how­
ever, is, that Lord North, during a great part of his adminis­
tration, was in his heart averse to continwng the contest; that 
he often endeavoured to bring George the Third to concur in 
his sentiments, and to conciliate or treat with America; and 
that, above all, with that view he urged, though without suc­
cess, a coalition' with the public men who had openly opposed 
the American war at its commencement, and were disposed to 
close it by conciliation or treaty. ' 

This truth, which had indeed transpired in conversation 
before, has recently been established by unquestionable evi· 
dence. After the death of Lord North, several letters and 
notes from the King to him while minister were found among 
his papers. These fell into the custody of his son-in-law, 
Douglas Lord Glenbervie, as executor either under his will 
or tI,at of his son, George Lord Guilford. Tbey were lent 
by' Lord Glenbervie to Sir James Mackintosb, wbo made 
copious and judicious extracts from them, embracing various 
topics relative to tI,e intercourse between tbe King and the 
mmister. These extracts, wbich in all probability will ere 
long see the Iigbt, have been perused by many persons, and 
among them by Lord Holland, who made such selections from 
tbem os bear immediately on the point in question, and was 
so obliging as to communicate them to the editor of this work. 
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The paper below is printed accurately Jrom that communi­
cation. 

It wiu be seen that, with one or two exceptions, the quota­
tions are from the King's own letters or notes, without the 
corresponding communications from Lord North which either 
answered or gave occasion to them. The nature of Lord 
North's advice or representations, therefore, is only to be in­
ferred from his royal correspondent's comments and replies; 
hut the meaning is so obvious, and so often repeated, as not to 
admit of doubt. "In corroboration of that inference," says 
Lord Holland, " I can without scruple affirm, that many of 
the leading characters of that day, both ministerial and those 
in the opposition, have assured me that in well-informed s0-

ciety it was notorious that indolence, weakness, and, above all, 
a sense of honour, rather than passion or a defect of judgment, 
induced Lord North to remain minister so long, and to con­
tinne a war of the success of which he despaired, and the prin­
ciples of wbich he in bis beart disapproved. 

This fact, connected with the particulars in tbe following 
paper, is not more interesting in itself than important as a key 
to the history of the time, and as affording the means of ex­
plaining the counsels and designs of the British- King and 
ministry during the latter years of the Ameri,:", war. 

EXTRACTS FaOIl TBE LETTEBS OP GEORGE TRB THIRD TO LOBO NORTH, 

SELECTBD BY 10llD BOLLAND FBOIl THB MANUSCRIPTS OP Bla IAIIES 

MACKINTOSH. 

1774. September lltk.-" The die is cast; the colonies 
must either triumph or submit." 

November I 8th.-The New-England governments are now 
in a state of rebellion. Blows must decide whether they are 
to be subject to this country or independent. 

December 15th.-Dislikes Lord North's proposal of sending 
commissioners to America to inquire. 

1775.-Sundryexpressions in favour of coercive measures 
and rigour, and many assurances of perseverance, which prove 
the King's own determination, and imply by inrerence that he 
thought even at that time that Lord Nortb required exhortation 
to keep him steady in the pursuit of his object-the subjection 
of America. Tbl'ou.,ghout this year the King was confident of 
success, and urged Lord NOl'th not to relax his endeavours. 
On the Holik of August blames him for delaying the proclama­
tion to declare Americans rebels, and forbids all intercourse 
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with them. There are some expressions even in the corres­
pondenee of this year that raise a fair inference of a wish in 
Lord North's mind to quit the ministry, or at least the first 
place in it. "As to your offer," says the King, in a letter of 
November 7th, "it is very handsome; but I can never consent 
to it." What the offer was, is not stated, but from the con­
text there appears some arrangement which would have re­
moved him from his employment, " the profits and hononrs of 
which," his Majesty observes, "are in tbe best bands." . 

1776.-The same spirit pervades his correspondence, but 
the"e are few or no extracts distinctly marking any difference 
between the King and the minister. . 

1777.-His indignation with the Americans seemed to in­
crease. He is unwilling to believe in France going to war, 
and presses for vigour in North America to deter her. 

1778.-As early as January there are symptoms of Lord 
North hinting at some offer of peace, for toe King says, 
" Nothing short of independency will be accepted. I do not 
think tbere is a man either bold or mad enough to treat for 
the mother country on such a basis. Perhaps the time will 
come, when it will be wise to abandon all America but Canada, 
Nova Scptia, and the Floridas, but then the generality of the 
nation must see it fits! in that light; but to treat with Inde­
pendents can never be possible." 

1778. January 31st.-A direct answer to some letter of 
Lord North expressin" a wish to retire, in which the King, 
alier appealing to Lo;;r North's personal affection to him, and 
his sense of honour, and bestowing great praise upon him, 
goes on to say, "You must remember, that before the re<:eS;.'; 
I strongly advised you not to bind yourself to bring forward 
any plan for restoring tranquillity to Nord. America, .wt frtnn 
any absurd icktu of unconditional .ubmWion, which my mind 
never harboured, but from foreseeing that whatever can be 
proposed will be liable, uot to bring America back to her 
attachment, but to dissatisfy this country, wbich so cheerfully 
and handsomely carries on the contest, and has a right to have 
the stru~le continued till convinced that it is vain. Perhaps 
this is the minute that you ought to be least in a hurry to 
produee a plan, from the probability of a declaration of war 
from France;" and again, " I do Dot mean to reject all ideas, 
if a forei~ war should not arise this session, of laying a pro­
position before Parliament." 

It is manifest from this lette.' that Lord North had r.ro­
posed some overtures, or plan, for conciliation unpalatab e to 
the King, which he was earnest at least to postpone; and it 
may be reasonably inferred from· the words in italics, that 



r ~"",,",a~ 

GEORGE III. AND LORD R"&II ,..~ 

Ut'hV4 Ii 11Ji: 
J.ord North, in expressing his. wish to re e, ~~.t'Ih(;1 
impracticahility of obtaining "uncondiu aI P:M&tir.Ql~ 
which ~e supposed, and. probably with justice, ¥~g'.f; 
determmed and sole ObJecL ~'.. 

Februmy 9th.-When it appeared, from private in ormation;' 
that war with France had become inevitable, the King ex­
presses his anxiety, hefore .. the veil was drawn off by the 
court of France,'; that Lord North should "not delay in 
bringing in his proposition." 

Early in March.-He had assented reluctantly to a sort of 
offer to Lord Chatham (who had recently declared against the 
independenee of America) to join or support Lord North'. 
administration, but positively objected to any application to 
help in forming an administration. "Should he wish to see 
me," says the King. " hefore he gives his answer, I shall most 
certainly refuse iL" 

March.-The King's correspondence, throughout the first 
week of this month, is full of protestations against coalitions 
and changes of ministry, so vehement and so frequent that 
they prove Lord North to have urged them earnestly and 
repeatedly. "He would run any personal risk rather than 
submit to opposition." "He is grieved at Lord North's re­
curringto the painful subject." '. He will rather risk his 
crown than do what is disgraceful." "If the nation will not 
stand by him, they shall have aoother king, for he never will 
put his haod to what will make him miserable to the last hour 
of his life." "To give Lord North ease, he will accept of 
the services of those men in his ministry; but rather than he 
shackled by those desperate men he would lose his crown, and 
not wear it as a disgrace." 

March 22nd.~CaIIs on Lord North to answer a plain ques­
tion,-" Is he resolved 8t the hour of danger to desert him ?" 

March 23rd.-Is satisfied with Lord North's aoswer, and 
always thought "his sense of honour must prev~nt him from 
deserting." 

March 26th.-Seems to be brought to some disposition to 
accommodate matters through the commissioners with America, 
and to close the war with that country. 

March 29th, SOt/I.-Lord North seems actually to have 
decline<! continuing minister further than to close the then 
existing session, or as long as might be necessary to make 
arrangements; and the King insists on Thurlow being imme­
diately made Chancellor. 

From March to May.-Lord North considered himself as 
merely holding his office till the session was closed, and his 
successor appointed; but in May the King earnestly urged 
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him to continue, and prevailed. The King says, on the 5th 
c!f Ma!,"" Remember the last words you used-' You did not 
mean to resign ;'" but Lord North reverts to his intention of 
resigning almost immediately afterwards, and the King writes 
many remonstrances, and shews great soreness and irritability. 

June 16th.-Lord North applies to resign, two days before 
Ihe prorogation. , 

In the summer recess, July, Lord Norlh seems to have 
hinted at negotiation for peace; for Ihe King urges the necessity 
of war, but protests his readiness" to sheathe Ihe sword when: 
permanent tranquillity can be obtained." 

In the Autumn.-" If ministers shew Ihat Ihey never will 
consent to the independence of America, and that the assist­
ance of every man will be accepted on that ground, I am 
certain the cry will be strong in their favour." In the same 
letter he remarks, that" if anyone branch of the empire is 
allowed to tHrow off its dependency, the others will infallibly 
follow the example." 

1779.-He again empowers Lord North to accept services, 
hut does not wish any change in the treasury; and stipulates, 
in offering the admiralty to Lord Howe, that he shall concur 
in prosecuting war in all the quartlfl's of the globe. 

June.-" No man in l1}Y dominions desires solid peace more 
than I do. But no inclination to get out of the present diffi­
culties, which certainly keep my mind very far from a state 
of ease, can incline me to enter into the destruction of tl,. empire. 
Lord North 'FREQUENTLY ,says, that the advantages to be 
gained by this contest never can repay the e:rpense. I own, 
that in any war, be it ever so successful, if persons will sit 
down and weil5h the e"'Pense, they will find, as In the last, that 
it has impoverIshed the state euriched; but this is only weigh­
ing such events in the scale of a tradesman behind his counter. 
It is necessary fol' those whom Providence has placed in my 
station, to weigh whether e"'Penses, though very great, are not 
~metimes necessary to. prevent what would be more ruinous 
than any IQSS of mOlley. The present contest with America I 
cannot help seeing,as the most serious in which this country 
was 'ever engaged. 'It contains s1,lch a train of consequences." 
as must be examined to feel its real weight. Whether the 
laying a tax was deserving all the evils that have arisen from it, I 
suppose no man coulc! allege without being thought more lit for 
Bedlam than a seat in the, .enate; but step by step the demands 
of America have risen. Independence is their object, which 
every man not willing to sacrifice every object to a momentary 
and ingiorio'UI pence must concur with me in thinking this 
country can never submit to. Should America succeed in that, 
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the West Indies must follow, not· in independence, but depen­
dence on America. Ireland would soon follow, and this 
island reduce itself to a poor island indeed." Thi'oughout 
the summer the King continued to write to his minister, strongly 
deprecating the admission of any man into office who Was ill­
clined to acknowledge the independence of America, or treat 
with those who look to independence; and, 

JUM 22nd.-He says, .. What I said yesterday was the 
dictate of frequent and severe self....xsmination. 1 never can 
depart from it. Before 1 will hear of any man's readiness to 
come into o1fice, I ~hall expect to see it sifl7l£d u:nder his own 
hand that he is resolved to keep tke empire entire, and that no 
troops shall consequently be withdrawn from thence, nor in-
dependence ever allowed," . 

Novemher 30th.~He tells Lord North, that" if he is re­
solved to retire, he must nnderstand that step, though thought 
necessary by Lord North, is very unpleasant to me." 

Decemher.-He authorizes Lord Thurlow to attempt a coa­
lition, promising "to blot from his remembrance any events 
that may have displeased him," provided it is understood by 
those who join with part of his present ministry in forming a 
more extended one, that" every means are to be ,employed to 
keep the empire entire, to prosecute the present just and unpro­
voked war in aU its branches with the utmost VigOUl', and that 
past measures be treated with proper respect." . . 

Though, according to Lord Thurlow'Sfepresentation of the 
matter, no proposal was ever made to the persons in oppo­
sition, he felt the pulse of some leading inen, and as they 
seemed disinclined to engage for themselves, and still more for 
others, to the extent of the King's suggestion, his Majesty re­
marks with some asperity, "I see what· treatment I am to 
expect if I call them into my service. To obtain their sup­
port I must deliver up my person, my principles, and my do-
minions, into their bands." . 

1780. March 7th.-In' answer pretty evidently to a hint 
about American independence, "I can never suppose thiS 
country so far lost to all ideas of self-iinportance as to be 

• willing to grant American independence. If that could he 
ever universally adopted, I shall despair of this country being 
preserved from a state of inferiority. I hope never to live 
to see that day, for, however I am treated, I must love this 
country." .. 

May 19th.-Earnestly exhorts Lord North not to retire. 
July.-To something like a direct proposition from oppo­

sition, tllrough Mr. Frederick Montague, he replies, .. that an 
evasive answer about America will by no means answer," and 
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that the second proposition, leaving the question open, is 
.. therefore quite inadmissible." 

September or October.-Lord Gower begs to resign, and 
, urges a coalition with some in opposition. Lord North com­
bats his intention, and thinks his resignation would be the 
ruin of the administration, but he owns that in the argument 
" he had one disadvantage, which is, that he holds in his beart, 
and has held for three yearl past, the same opinion with Lord 
"Gower." 

1781. De .. mher.-The King disclaims any change in his 
sentimen ts as" to getting a peace at the. ezpense of a sep .... 
ration from America, which no dijficulties can get me to con­
sent to do!' 

1782. March 17th.-After Conway's motion was carried, 
he says, "I am resolved not to throw myself into the hands of 
opposition at all events, and shall certainly, if things go as 
they seem to tend, know what my conscience as well as honour 
dictates as the only way left for me." 

March 19tT •• -He says, .. He could not but be hurt at Lord 
North's letter of last night. Every man must be the sole 
judge of his feelings; therefore, whatever you or any man can 
say has no avail with me." In the course of two or three days, 
however, he speaks of "those who are to form an adminis­
tration" and on the 27th <if March he writes a letter of strong 
emotion, and some affection, to Lord North, announcing that 
.. the rota! day is come," and bitterly complaining of the terms 
imposed upon him. 

1783. After tT.e PeI!Ce.-His lan"uage proves that his 
feelings about America were not a1ter;;:J, though circumstances 
constrained him to change his conduct. • 
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MAJOR ANDRE. 

EIGHTEEN months before the consummation of his treason, 
General Arnold (the American general) commenced writing 
to Sir Henry Clinton (the British general) anonymously, and 
from time to time communicated to him important intelli­
gence. Not knowing the person nor the rank of his corres­
pondent, Sir Henry "t first received his advances coldly, but 
permitted the correspondence to be continued, as no harm 
could result from it, and tbe intelligence would be useful; 
The business was intrusted to Major Andre, who was then his 
aide-de-camp. Fictitious names were assumed. Arnold adopted 
that of GustavWJ, and Andre si~ned his letters John Anderson. 

It was not till after Arnold had laken the command at 
West Point, that Sir Henry Clinton considered his proposals 
of sufficient moment to deserve particular attention. He then 
encouraged a more free and direct intercourse, foreseeing the 
immense advantage it would be to his Majesty's arms, it that 
garrison with its aepeudencies could be gained. This proffer 
was made by Arnold in the letters which he wrote to Andre, 
and which were framed in such ambiguous terms as to be under­
stood only by the persons for whom they were intended, being 
clothed in the disguise of a pretended mercantile transaction. 

From this time various plans were concerted for effecting 
an interview between Arnold and Andre. It was the propos81 
of Arnold, that Andre should come within the American 
lines in disguise, calling himself John Anderson, and professing 
to be the bearer of intelligence. Under this pretence he was 
to seek the quarters of Colonel Sheldon. who commanded the 
cavalry statiolled 011 the outposts at Salem and North Castle. 
Arnold baving informed Sheldon that he expected a person of 
this character. 

Meantime Andre seems not to have approved the plan of 
going into the American lines in the way proposed by Arnold, 
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and he wrole a letler to Colonel Sheldon on the snbject 
under his nssnmed name. The object of this letter was simply 
to give notice that the wriler would be at Dobbs's Ferry at 
a certain time. Andre took it for granled that Sheldon would 
forward the letler to Arnold, who. would understand it; and 
such was the result. 

General Arnold accordingly went at the time appointed to 
Dobbs's Ferry, but an accident prevented his meeting Andre. 
The British guard-boats fired upon his barge, as he was 
approaching the vessel in which Andre had come up the river, 
and be was in imminent danger of being either killed or taken 
prisoner. He retreated immediately, and landed on the 
western side of the river, where there was an American post. 
Since his coming down from West Point would be known, he 
was afraid it mipht awaken suspicion. As a precaution, there­
fore, be wrote a letter to General Washington, dated" Dobbs's 
Ferry, September 11th." After toucbing on several topics of 
an official natUl"e, be added-

" I am bere this morning in order to establisb signals to be 
observed in case tbe enemy come up tbe river; to give some 
directions respecting the guard-boats; and to have a beacon 
fixed upon the mountain about five miles soutb of King's 
Ferry, whicb will be necessary to alarm the country, the one 
fixed there formerly baving been destroyed.". . 

He returned the same day to his head-quarters at Robinson's 
house. Having failed in this attempt to procure an inter­
view with Andre, it was now uncertain in what manner it 
could be brought about. Supposing Andre mIght still adopt 
the plan of coming within the lines, he wrote the following 
nOIe, September 13th, to Major Tallmadge, who ,was sta­
tioned, under Lieutenant-Colonel Jameson, with a party of 
dragoons at North Castle :-

"If Mr. John Anderson, a person I expect from New 
York, should come to your quarters, I have to request that 
you will give him an escort of two horsemen, to bring bim on 
bis way to tllis place, and send an express to me, that I may' 
meet him. If your business will permit, I wisb you to come 
with him!' 

But Andre seems never to have seriously intended to go 
within the American lines, althougb pressed to do so by 
Arnold. IL was his wish to procure an in terview on board a 
vessel in the river. For this end Sir Henry Clinton sent ti,e 
Vulture sloop of war up the river to Teller's Point, on the 
16th of September. Colonel Beverly Robinson was in the 
sloop, to whom, as well as to the commander, Captain SUtiler­
land, the plot was known_ 
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COLONEL ROBINSON TO GENERAL ARNOLD. 

"On board the Vulture, '!If Tener's Point, 17 September, 1780. 
Sir,-Having heard that General Putnam is at the Highlands 
on a visit to you, I have obtained Sir Henry Clinton's leave 
to come up in this ship, to endeavour to have an interview 
with bim. My reasons for asking it are explained ;n the 
enclosed letter to bim. 

"A. I understand you command in tbe Higblands, fllld 
make your head-quarters at my house, I have taken the liberty 
of enclosing my letter to General Putnam to you, and beg the 
favour of you to deliver it; but if he should have returned to 
Connecticut, I beg the letter may be returned to me; and in 
that case, I am persuaded (from the humane and gene~ous 
character you bear), tbat could I be so happy as to see you, 
you would readily grant me the same request I should make 
to him. But for prudenti'll reasons I dare not explain the 
matter further, until I have some assurances that it shall be 
secret if not granted. I did intend, in order to bave your 
answer immediately, to send this by my servant, James 
Osborn, with a flag to you; but thinking he might be stopped 

. at Verplanck's Point, I have sent it to the officer commanding 
there, desirioog .it may be forwarded to you as soon as pos­
sible. I am, &c," 

This letter was received from the flag by Colonel Livingston, 
who then commanded at Verplanck's Point, and was sent by 
him to General Arnold, then at Robinson's house. It should 
be kept in mind that the only purpose of the letter was to 
enable General Arnold, in a reply, to fix upon a time and 
place for an interview. 

It happened that the next day General Washington with 
his suite crossed King's Ferry on his way to Hartford, where 
he was to hold a conference with the French commander. 
As a proper mark of respect, Arnold went down to King's 
Ferry in his barge, and met Washington there at the time of 
his cl'Ossing the river. The Vulture )Vas then in sight, and it 
was known that a flag had brought a letter to Arnold the day 
before. As his fears were ever on the alert, Arnold thought 
tbe best mode of avoiding suspicion would be to sbew the 
letter to General W ashin~ton, since it was written in such a 
disguise that it migbt be considered as only relating to Colonel 
Robinson's private affairs; and moreover, a further use of a 
f1ng would then seem to be under me sanction of General 
Wasbington. 

HH2 
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G~NERAL ARNOLD TO COLONEL ROBINSON. 

"Roln1l$oo'. House, 18th September,- 1780. Sir,-I have 
received a letter from you of yesterday's date, with one for 
General Putnam, and have consulted with his Excellency 
General Washington on the subject of them, who is of opinion 
that any application respecting your private affairs in this 
country ought to be made to the civil authority of this State, 
as they are entirely out of the line of the military. However 
willing I may be to oblige Colonel Robinson on any other 
occasion, it is not in my power to do it in this instance. 
General Putnam left this place some days since. I have 
therefore, agreeably to your request, returned the letter 
addressed to him. 

" If you have any other proposals to make of a public 
nature, of which I can officially take notice, you may depend 
on it that the greatest secrecy shall be observed, if required, 
as no person except his Excellency General Washington 
shall be made acquainted with them. The bearer, Captain 
Archibald, will take particular care of your letters, and deliver 
them to me with his own hand. I am, &c." 

In this letter was enclosed the following, sealed and directed. 
to Colonel Robinson:-

GENERAL ARNOLD TO COLONEL ROBINSON. 

"September 18th,t 1780. Sir,--':'I parted with his Excellency 
General Washington this morning, who advised me to avoid 
seeing you, as it would occasion suspicions in the minds of 
some people, which might operate to my injury. Hi. reasons 
appear to me to be well founded; but were I of B different 
opinion, I could not with propriety see you at present. I 
shall send a person to Dobbs's Ferry, or on board the Vulture, 
Wednesday night, the 20th instant, and furnish him with a 
boat and a flag of truce. You may depend on his secrecy and 
honour, and that your business, of whatever nature, shall be 
kept a profound secret; and if it is a matter in which I can 
officially act, I will do everything in my power to obli~ you 
consistent with my duty. To avoid censure, this matter must 
be conducted with the greatest secrecy. I think it will be 

• This letter is thus dated in the original, but it could not have been 
written at Robinaon'. House on the 18th, since Arnold did Dot retum during 
that day, after meeting General Wa.qhing.ton. but went with him to Peekskill 
and passed the night. It WQS doubtless written on the morning orthe 19th. 

t In this date there is the same ruistake as in the preceding. The circum .. 
s~nce, however, is of little importance. . 
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advisable for lhe Vulture to remain where she is until the time 
appointed. I have enclosed a letter for a gentleman in New 
York from one in the country on private business, which I 
heg the favour of you to forward, and make no doubt he will 
be particular to come at the time mentioned. I am, &c. 

.. P. S.-I expect General Washington to lodge bere on 
Saturday night next, and will lay before him any matter you 
may wish to communicate." 

To the letter bearing a public disguise, or constituting the 
outer envelop, Colonel Robinson made the following reply: 

COLONEL ROBINSON TO GENERAL ARNOLD. 

" Vulture, off TelWs Point, 19th Septemher, 1780. Sir,-I 
am favoured with yours by Captain Archibald, and am sorry 
I have missed the opportunity of seeing General Putnam, and 
that it is not thought proper to allow me to see you, my 
business being entirely of a private nature, only concerning 
myself, and no ways affecting public matters of eitber side. I 
was induced to make the application to you in bopes of meeting 
with a favourable recer.tion fmm a gentleman of your character. 
But I have not the east reason to expect any civility from 
the civil authority of this State; neitber am I at all disposed 
to ask any favour from them • 

.. Had 1 known General Washington was with you, I should 
certainly bave made my application to bim, as I flatter myself 
I should be allowed every reasonable indulgence from bim. I 
beg my best respects may be presented to him. I can bave 
notbing furtber to say to you at present, but must wait a more 
favourable opportw.ity of doing something for my family. 1 
return you my thanks for your polite letter and civil expressions 
to me, and am, &c." 

'Vithin the letter from Arnold to Colonel Beverly Robin­
son was also enclosed one, directed to John Anderson, and 
sign£d Gu.taVll$:-

GUSTAVUS TO JOHN ANDERSON • 

.. Septemb.,. 15th. Sir,-On the lItb, at noon, agreeably 
to your request, I attempted to go to Dobbs's Ferry, but was 
prevented by the armed boats 01 the enemy, which fired upon 
us; and I continued opposite the Ferry till sunse~ 

" The foregoing letter was written to caution you not to 
mention your business to Colonel Sheldon or any other person. 
I have no confidant. I have matle one too many already, who 
has prevented some profitable speculations. 
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-" I will send a person in whom you can confide to meet you 
at Dobbs's Ferryat the landing, on the east side, on Wedn....ru.y, 
the 20th instant, who will conduct you to a place of safety, 
where I will meet you. It will be necessary for you to be 
disguised, and if the enemy's boots are there, it will favour my 
plan, as the person is not suspected by ·tbem. If I do not 
hear from you before, you may depend on the person's.being 
punctual at the place ahove mentioned • 

.. My partner, of whom I hinted in a former letter, has abollt 
teo. tbousand pounds cash in hand, ready for a speculation if 
any should ofter which appears profitable. I have also one 
thousand pounds on hand, and can collect fifteen hundred 
more in two or three days. Add to this, I have some credit. 
From these hints you may judge of the purcbase that can 
be made. I cannot be more explicit at present. Meet me if 
possible. Yon may rest assured that, if there is 00 danger in 
passing your Iioes, you will be perfectly safe where I propose 
a meeting, on which you .hall be informed 00 Wednesday 
evening, if you think proper to be at Dobbs'. Ferry. Adieu. 

"Septmlher 18th. -The foregoing I found meaos to send 
by a very honest fellow, who went to Kin(l"~ridge on the 16th, 
and I make no doubt you have received It. But as there is a 
possibility of its miscarriage, I send a copy, and am fully per­
suaded that the method I have pointed out to meet you is the 
best and safest, provided you can obtain leave to come out." 

These letters were forwarded with all dispatch to New York, 
and Sir Henry Clinton agreed that Major Andre should go to 
Dobbs's Ferry as proposed. An order was sent to Captain 
Sutherland, direcung him to fall down the river with the 
Vulture to that place. ' 

Andre arrived at Dobbs's Ferry in the afternoon of the 20th. 
As Arnold had said, in bis secret letter to Colonel Robinson, 
thnt be thougbt it .. advisable for tbe Vulture to remain where 
she was until the time appointed," Andre concluded to push 
forward to the vessel, and not wait for it to descend tbe river. 

He got on hoard at seven o'clock in the evening. The 
Vulture was then at anchor at a short distance ahove Teller's 
Point. 

Tbe night passed away, and no person appeared from 
the shore. On the morning of the 21st, the following 
method was adopted to convey to Arnold the intelli!l"nce of 
Andre's being on hoard. In the course of the precelling day, 
a boot had been enticed by a white flag to approach the shore, 
and was fired upon; or at ]ea..;;;t this occurrence was asserted 
to have taken place. It was made a pretext for sending a Bag 
to Verplanck's Point with a letter. 
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CAPTAIN SUTHERLAND TO GENERAL ARNOLD. 

" f/u/lure, off Teners Point, 21st September. Sit',-I con­
sider it a duty to complain of any violation of the laws of arms, 
and I am satisfied tbat I now do it wbere I cannot fail to meet 
redress. It is therefore witb reluctance I give you tbe con­
cern to know that a flag of truce baving been yesterday 
sbewn on Teller's. Point, I sent" boat" towards the shore, pre­
suming some communication was tbereby solicited. Tbe 
boat's crew on approacbing received" fire from several armed 

. men, who till then had been concealed. Fortunately none of 
my people were \lurt, but the treacherous intentions of those 
who fired are not vindicated from that circumstance. I bave 
the honour to be, &c." 

This note was in Andre's handwriting, though signed by 
Captain Sutberland; and the fact was thus made known to 
Arnold, that Andre was on board the Vulture. 

The same night, Joshua H. Smith went to the Vulture 
with 8 boat rowed by two men, and conveyed Andre to the 
shore at a place called tbe Long Clove, wbere Arnold met 
him, and whence they retired before morning to Smith's 
house. In the evening of the 22nd of September, Andre, 
and Smith crossed the river at King's Ferry, and proceeded 
to a bouse a few miles distant, where they lodged. The next 
morning, they breakfasted together near Pine's Bridge. Here 
they separated. Smith returned, and Andre went forward 
alone towards New York, till he came to Tarrytown, where 
he was captured by Paulding, Williams, and Van Wart; and 
takel1. back to the nearest American post at Nortb Castle. 
All the iucidents that occurred during this period, and the 
particulars of the capture, are minutely related in SPARKS'S 
Lift and Treason of Arnold. 

Led away by an infatuation not easy to be explained, Lieu­
tenant Colonel Jameson, who commanded at Nortb Castle, re­
solved to send the prisoner to General Arnold's bead-quarters; 
notwithstanding tbat he had before him the papers which had 
been taken from Andre's boots, and which he knew to be in 
the handwriting of Arnold, 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL JAMESON TO GENERAL ARNOLD. 

"North Castle, 23rd September, 1780. Sir,-I bave sent 
Lieutenant Allen with a certain John Anderson, taken going 
into New York. . He bad a passport signed in your name. 
He bad a parcel of papers taken from under his stockings, 
wbicb I think of a very dangerous tendency.. The papers I 
have sent to General Washington. They contain tbe number 
of men at West Point and its dependencies; the number of 
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cannon; the different pieces of ground that command the 
fort.; the situation of each fort, and which may be set on fire 
with bombs and carcasses, and which are out of repair; the 
speech of General Washington to the council of war held on 
the 6th of tbe month; and the situation of our armies in 
general. I am, &c." 

Towards eveni.ng, after the prisoner and the above leiter 
had been sent off, Major Tallmadge returned to North Castle, 
having been absent on dUly in the country below during the 
day. He was astonished at the course that had been pursued 
by Jameson, and persuaded him with much entreaty to recall 
the prisoner, who was already some miles on the way to West 
Point. Jameson dispatched a messenger with the following 
letter:-

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL JAMESON TO LIEUTENANT ALLEN. 

"North Castle, 23rd September, 1780. Sir,-From some 
circumstances which I have just heard, I bave reason to fear 
that a party of the enemy are above. And as I would not have 
Anderson retaken, or get away, I desire that you will proceed 
to Lower Salem witb bim, and deliver him to Captain Hoog­
land. You will leave the goard with Captain Hoogland also, 
efcept one man, whom you may take along. You may pro­
ceed on to West Point, and deliver the letter to General 
Arnold. You may also shew him this, that he may know tbe 
reason why the prisoner is not sent on. You will please to 
return as soon as you CRD. I am,. in haste, &c." 

It was against the advice and strong remonstrance of Tall­
madge that the letter to Arnold was sent forward, but on this 
point be found Jameson immoveable; and it was tha~ letter 
which gave Arnold notice of the capture of Andre in time to 
enable him to escape. 

Andre was sent to Lower Salem, where be remained nnder 
the charge of Major Tallmadge. Finding that there was no 
longer any hope of escape, be wrote the following letter, whicb 
contained the first intimation c!r bis true lIame and character 
that any person bad received after his capture:-

MAJOR ANDRE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON • 

.. Salem, 24tl. September, 1780. Sir,-What I have as yet 
said concerning myself was in the justifiable attempt to be 
extricated; I am too little accustomed to duplicity to have 
succeeded • 

... I beg YOllr Excellency will be persuaded that no alteration 
in the temper of my mind or apprehension for my safety in· 
duces me to take the step of addressing you, but lbat it is to 
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rescue myself from an imputation of having assumed a mean 
character for treacberous purposes or self-interest--a conduct 
incompatible with the principles that actuate me, as well as 
with my condition in life. 

" It is to vindicate my fame that I speak, and not to solicit 
security. . 

... The person in your possession i& Major John Andre, ad-
jutant-general to the British army. • 

" The influence of one commander in the army of his ad­
versary is an advantage taken in war. A correspondence for 
tbis purpose I held; as confidential (in the present instance) 
witb his Excellency Sir Henry Clinton. 

" To favour it, I agreed to meet upon ground 'not within 
the posts of either army a person wbo was to give me intelli­
gence; I came up in the Vulture man-of-war for this effect, 
and was fetcbed by a boat from the sbip to the beach. Being 
there, I was told that the approach of day would prevent my 
return, and that I must be concealed until the next night. I 
was in my regimentals, and had fairly risked my person. 

"Against my stipulation, my intention, and without my 
knowled~!, beforehand, I was conducted within one of your 
posts. Xour Excellency may conceive my sensation on this 
occasion, and will imagine how much more must I have been 
affected by a refusal to reconduct me back the next night as I 
had been brougbt. Thus become a prisoner, I had to concert 
my escape. I quitted my uniform, and was passed another 
way in the night, without the American posts, to neutral 
ground, and informed I was beyond all armed parties, and 
left to press for New York. I was' taken at Tarrytown by 
some volunteers . 

.. Thus, as I have had the bonour to relate, was I betrayed 
(being adjutant-general of the British army) into the vile con­
dition of an enemy in disguise within your posts • 

.. Having avowed myself a British officer, 1 have nothing to 
reveal but what relates to mys<;lf, which is true, on the bonour 
of an officer and a gentleman. 

" The request I have to make to YOllr Excellency-and I 
am conscious I address myself well-is, that in any rigour 
policy may dictate, a decency of conduct towards me may 
mark that, though unfortunate, I am branded with nothing 
dishonourahle, as no motive could be mine hut the service of 
my King, and as I was involuntarily an impostor. 

" Another request is, tbat I may be permitted to write an 
open letter to Sir Henry Clinton, and another to a friend for 
clothes and linen. . 

" I take the liberty to mention the condition of some geri-
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demen at Charleston, who, being either on parole or under 
protection, were engaged in a conspiracy against us. Though 
their situation is not similar, they are objects who may be set 
in exchange for me, or are persons whom the treatment I re­
ceive might affect. 

"It is no less, Sir, in a confidence of the generosity of your 
mind, than on account of your superior station, that I have 
chosen to importune you with tbis letter. I have the honour 
to be, with great respect, Sir, your Excellency's most obedient, 
humble servaut, 

" JOHN ANnRE, Atijutant-!1mera1." 

Lieutenant Allen arrived at General Arnold's head-quarters 
on the morning of the 25th, with the letter from Jameson. 
As soon as it was read hy Arnold, he precipitately left his 
house, entered a boat, and ordered tbe boatman to row down 
tbe river. He passed Verplanck's Point with a Bag, and 
reacbed the Vulture in safety. 

The messenger whom Jameson bad dispatched with the 
papers to General Washington, after proceeding some dis­
tance, ascertained that the General was returning from Hart­
ford by another route. He retraced his steps, came back to 
Salem, took Andre's letter, and hastened to W.,.t Point, ex­
pecting to meet WashinO'ton there. 

About an hour after Arnold's escape, Washington arrived 
at Robinson's house, having ridden that morning from Fish­
kill. Four hours later, the messenger arrived with the p.pers 
and Major Andre's letter. The plot was now revealed and 
the mystery cleared up. Arnold, m the meantime, was secure 
with the enemy. Before night the following letters were re­
ceived:-

GENERAL ARNOLD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON • 

.. On board the Vulture, 25th, September, 1780. Sir,-The 
heart which is conscious of its own rectitude cannot attempt 
to palliate a step which the world may censure as wrong. I 
have ever acted from a priuciple of love to my country since 
the commencement of the present unhappy contest between 
Great Britain and the Colonies; the same principle of love to 
my country actuates my present conduct, however it may 
appear inconsistent to the world, who very seldom judge right 
of any man's actions. ' 

.. I have no favour to ask for myself. I bave too often ex­
perienced the in~ratitude of my country to attempt it; but, 
from the known humanity of your Excellency, I am induced 
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to ask your protection for Mrs. Arnold from every insult and • 
injury that a mistaken vengeance of my country may expose 
her to. It ought to fall only on me; she is us good and as 
innocent as an angel, and is incapable of doin~ wrong. I beg 
she may be permitted to return to her friends In Pbiladelphia, 
or to come to me, as she may choose; from your Excellency I 
have no fears on her account, bnt she may suffer from the 
mistaken fury of the country. 

" I have to request that the enclosed letter may be delivered 
to Mrs. Arnold, and she be permitted to write to me. 

" I have also to ask that my clothes and baggage, which are 
of little consequence, may be sent to me; Ii required, their 
value shall be paid in money. I have the honour to be, with 
great regard and esteem, your Excellency's most obedient 
humble servant. 

"N.B.-In justice to the gentlemen of my family, Colonel 
Varick and Major Franks, I think myself in honour bound 
to declare, that they, as well as Joshua Smith, E<;q. (who I 
know is suspected), are totally ignorant of any transactions of 
mine that they had reason to believe were injurious to the 
public." 

BEVERLY ROBINSOY TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

"Vulture, off Singsing, 25th September, 1780. Sir,-I am 
this moment informed that Major Andre, adjutant-general of 
his majesty's army in America, is detained as a prisoner by 
the army under your command. It is therefore incumbent on 
me to inform you of the manner of his falling into your 
hands. He went up with a flag at the request of General 
Arnold, on pnblic business with him, and had his permit to 
return by land to New York. Under these circumstances, 
Major Andre cannot be detained by YOli witllOut the greatest 
violation of flags, and contrary to the custom and nsage of 
all nations; and as I imagine yon will see this matter in the 
same point of view as I do, I must desire 'you will order him 
to be set at liberty, and allowed to return Immediately. Every 
step Major Andre took was by the advice and direction of 
General Arnold, eVen that of taking a feigned name, and of 
course he is Dot liable to censure for it. I am, Sir, not for­
getting our former acquaintanceJ your very humble sen'anL" 

The Vulture set sail the same evening for New York, with 
Arnold on board. She reached the city the' next morning, 
and conveyed the first intelligence to Sir Henry Clinton of 
tbe capture of his adjutant-general. 
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SIR IIENRY CLINTON TO GENER.AL WASHINGTON. 

"New York, 26th September, 1780. Sir,-Being informed 
that the King's adjutant-general in America has been stopped, 
under Major-General Arnold's passports, and is detained a 
prisoner in your Excellency'S army, I have the honour to 
mform you, Sir, that I permitted Major Andre to go to 
Major-General Arnold, at the particular request of that gene­
ral officer. You will perceive, Sir, by the enclosed paper, 
that a flag of truce was sent to receive Major Andre, and pass­
ports ["anted for his return. I therefore can bave no doubt but 
your .l!.xcellency will immediately direct that this officer bave 
permission to return to my orders at New York. 

" I bave tbe honour to be, &c." 

The" enclosed/aper," mentioned above, was the following 
letter from Arnol. . . 

GENERAL ARNOLD TO SIR HENRY CLINTON. 

"New York, 26th September, 1780. Sir,-In answer to 
your Excellency'S message, respecting your adjutant-general, 
Major Andre, and desiring my idea of the reasons why he is 
detained, being under my passports, I have the honour to 
inform you, Sir, that I apprehend a few bours must return 
Major Andre to your Excellency'S orders, as that officer is 
assuredly under tbe protection of a flag of truce, sent by me 
to bim for the purpose of a conversation, which I requested to 
hold witb him relating to myself, and which I wished to com­
municate through that officer to your Excellency. 

" I commanded, at tbe time, at West Point; bad an un­
doubted right to send my flag of truce for Major Andre, who 
came to me under that protection; and having held my con­
versation with him, I delivered bim confidential papers in m., 
own hand writing, to deliver to your Excellency; thinking It 
much properer he should return by land, I directed him 
to make use of the feigned name of John Anderson, under 
which he had, by my direction, come on shore, and gave him 
my passports to go to the White Plains on his way to New 
York. This officer cannot therefore fail of being immediately 
sent to New York, as he was invited to a conversation with 
me, for which I sent him a flag of truce, and finally gave him 
passports for his safe return to your Excellency; all which I 
had then a right to do, being in the actual servic. of America, 
under the orders of General Washington, and commanding 
general at West Point and its depeudencies. I have the 
honou1' to be, &.c. JJ 
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On the 26th of September, Andre was hrought to West • 
Point, under an escort of dra"aoons commanded by Major 
Tallmadge; and on the 28th be was sent to Tappan, the bead­
quarters of tbe American army. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TOTHR BOARD OF GENERAL OFFICERS 

FOR THE E>...AMINATION OF MAJOR ANDRF .. 

" Head-Quarter., Tappan, 29th September, 17SO.-Gentle­
men, -Major Andre, adjutant-general to the British army, 
will be broullht before you for your examination. He came 
within our lmes in the night, OD an interview with Major­
General Arnold, and in an assumed character, and was taken 
within our lines in a disguised habit, with 8 pass under a 
feigned name, aud with the enclosed papers concealed opon 
him. After a careful examination, you will be pleased, as 
speedily as possible, to report a precise state of his case, together 
with your opinion of the light in which he ought to be 
considered, and the puoishment that ought to be inflicted. 
Tbe jUd,,«e-advOCBte will attend, to assist in ti,e examination, 
who has sundry other papers relative to this matter, wbich he 
will lay before the board. I have the honour to be, !!te. 

" GEORGE W ASHINGTON.u 

The board assembled tbe same day, and Major Andre was 
brought before them. In addition to his personal examination, 
he presented a brief statement of his case in writing. 

PAPER DRAWN UP BY MAJOR ANDRE. 

"On the 20th of September, J left New York to get 00 

board the Vulture, in order (as I thought) to meet General 
Arnold there in the night. No boat bowever came off, and I 
waited on board until the oight of tbe 21st. During the day, 
a flag of truce was sent from the Vulture, to complain of tbe 
violation of a military rule in the instance of a boat having 
been decoyed on shore by a flag, and fired upon. The letter 
was addressed to General Arnold, signed by Captain Suther_ 
land, but written in my hand and countersigned 'J. Anderson, 
secretary.' It. intent was to indicate my presence on board 
the Vulture. In the night of the 21st, a boat with Mr.--­
and two hands came on board, in order to fetch Mr. Anderson 
on shore, and if too late to bring me back, to lodge me until 
the next night in a place of safety. I went into the boat, 
landed, and spoke with Arnold. I got on horseback with him 

• Joshua H. Smith. 
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to·proceed to [Smith's] house, and in the way, passed" guard I 
did not expect to see, having Sir Henry Clinton's directions 
not to go within an enemy's post, or to quit my own dress . 

.. In the morning A. quitted me, having himself made me 
put the papers I bore between my stockings and feet. Whilst 
he did it, he expressed a wish in case of any accident befalling 
me, that they should be destroyed, which I said of course would 
he tbe case, as when I went into the hoat I should have them 
tied about with a string and a stoDe. Before we parted, some 
mention had been made of my crossing the river, and going 
by another route; but I objected much against it, and thought 
it was settled that in the way I came I was also to retilrn. 

U Mr.--" to my great mortification, persisted in this deter­
mination of carrying me by the other route; and at the decline 
of the sun, I set out on horseback, passed King's Ferry, and 
came to Crompond, where a party of militia stofped us and 
advised we shonld remain. In the morning came with 
[Smith] as far as within two miles and a half of Pine's Bridge, 
wbere he said he must part with me, as the Cow-hoys infested 
the road thenceforward. I was now near thirty miles from 
Kingsbridge, and left to the cbsnce of passing that space un­
discovered. I got to the neighbourhood of Tarrytown, which 
was far beyond the points described as dangerous, when I was 
taken by three volunteers, who, not satisfied with my pass, 
rilled me, and finding papers, made me a prisoner • 

.. I have omitted mentioning that, when I found myself 
within an enemy's posts, I changed my dl·ess." 

MAJOR ANDRE TO SIR HENRY CLINTON. 

" Tappan, 29th September, 1780. Sir,-Yollr Excellency is 
doubtless already aprrized of the manner in whicb I was 
taken, and possibly a tbe serious light in which my conduct is 
considered, and the rigorous determination that is impending. 

" Under these circumstances, I have obtained General 
Washington's permission to send you this letter, the object of 
wbich is, to remove from your breast any suspicion that I 
could imagine I was bound by your Excellency'S orders to ex­
pose myself to wbat has bappened. The events of coming 
within an enemy's posts, aneI of changing my dress, which led 
me to my present situation, were contrary to my own inten ... 
tions as they were to your orders; and the circuitous route 
which I took to return was imposed (perhaps unavoidably) 
without olte,rnative upon me • 

• Joshua II, Smith. 
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" I am perfectly tranquil in mind, and prepared for any 
fate to which an honest zeal for my King's service may have 
devoted me. . 

.. In addressing myself to your Excellency on this occasion, 
the force of all my obligations to yon, and of the attachment 
and gratitude I bear you, recurs to me. With all the 
warmth of my heart, I give you thanks for your Excellency's 
profuse kindness to me; and I send you the most earnest 
wishes for your welfare which a faithful, affectionate, and re­
spectful attendant can &arne. 

" I have a mother and three sisters, to whom the value of 
my commission would be an object, as the loss of Grenada has 
much affucted their income. It is needless to be more ex­
plicit on this subject; I am persuaded of your Excellency's 
goodness. 

"I receive the greatest attention from his Excellency 
General Washington, and from every person under whose 
charge I happen to be placed. I have the honour to be, with 
the most respectful attacbment, your Excellency's most obe­
dient, humble servant, 

"JOHN ANnRB, Atijutaut-general." 

GENERAL ROBERTSON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

" New York, 29 September, 1780. Sir,-Persuaded that you 
are inclined rather to promote than prevent the civilities and 
acts of humanity which the rules of war permit between civi­
lized nations, I lind no difficulty in representing to you that 
several letters and mes.. ..... ues sent from hence have been disre­
garded, are unanswered, and the Bags of truce that carried 
them detained. As I ever hav, treated all Bags of truce with 
civility and respect, I have a right to hope that you will order 
my complaint to be immediately redressed. 

" Major Andre, who visited an officer commanding in a 
district at his own desire; and acted in every circumstance 
Sf,>Teeably to his direction, I lind is detained a prisoner. My 
friendship for him leads me to fear be may suffer some incon-, 
veuience for want of necessaries. I wish to bp. allowed to 
send him a few, and shall take it as a favour if you will be 
pleased to permit his servant to deliver them. In Sir Henry 
Clinton's ahsence, it becomes a part of my duty to make this 
representation and request. I am, Sir, &c." 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL ROBERTSON. 

"Tappan, 30 Septnnher, 1780. Sir,-I have just ";ceived 
your letter of the 29th instant. Any delay which may attend 
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. your flags has proceeded from acciden t and the peculiar cir­
cumstances of the occasion, not from intentional neglect or 
violation. The letter which admitted of an answer nas re­
ceived one as early as it could be given with propriety, trans­
mitted by a flag this morning. As to messages, I am unin­
formed of any that have been sent. The necessaries for Major 
Andre will be delivered to him agreeably to your request. I 
am, Sir, &c." 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO SIR HENRY CLINTON. 

"Head-Quarters, 30 September,1780. Sir,-In answer to 
your Excellency's letter of the ~6th instant, which I bad the 
honour to receive, I bave to inform you tbat Major Andre was 
taken under sucb circumstances as would bave justified the most 
summary proceedings against bim. I determined, however, 
to refer his case to the examination and decision of a board of 
general officers, wbo bave reported, on his free and voluntary 
confession and letters-

". First, Tbat be came on shore from the Vulture sloop-of­
war, in tbe night of tbe 21st of September instant, on an in­
terview with General Arnold, in a private and secret manner • 

.. • Secondly, That he cbanged liis dress within our lines; 
and under a feigned name, and in a disguised babit, passed our 
works at Stony and Verplanck's Points, the evenmg of the 
22nd of September instant, and was taken the morning of the 
23rd of September instant, at Tarrytown, in a disguised habit, 
bein~ tben on bis way to New York; and when taken, he had 
in blS possession several papers wbicb contained intelligence 
for the enemy! 

" From tbese proceedings it is evident that Major Andre 
was employed in tbe execution of measures very foreign to the 
objects of flags of trllce, and sucb as they were never meant to 
authorize or countenance in the m'?St distant degree; and this 
gentleman-confessed witb the greatest candour, in the course 
of his examination, • that it was impossible for him to suppose 
tbat be came on shore under the sanction of a flag.' I have 
the honour to be, &c."· 

.. The closing part of the report of the board of officers was not quoted in 
the letter to Sir Henry Clinton. It was in the following \yords :-" The 
board having maturely considered these facts, do also report to his Excellency 
General Washington, that Major Andre, adjutant-general to the British army, 
ought to be considered as a spy from the enemy, and that, agreeablllO lhe 
law aud'usage oroatious, it is their opinion he ought to sufft!r death.' 
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GENERAL CLINTON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

"New York, 30 September, 1780. Sir,-from your Excel­
lency's letter of this date, I am persuaded the board of general 
officers, to whom vou referred the case of Major Andre, can­
not bave been rigbtly informed of all the circumstances on 
wbicb a judgment ought to be formed. I think it of the 
bighest moment to bumanity tbat your Excellency should be 
perfectly apprized of the state of this matter before you pro­
ceed to put that judgment in execution. 

" For this reason I sball send his Excellency Lieutenant­
General Robertson and two other gentlemen to -give you a 
true state of mcts, and to declare to you my sentiments and 
resolutions. Tbey will set out to-morrow as early as the wind 
and tide will permit, and wait near Dobbs's Ferry for your 
permission and safe conduct to meet your Excellency, or such 
persons as you may appoint, to converse with them on this 
subject. I have the honour to be, &c. 

"P.S.-Tbe Honourable Andrew Elliot, Lieutenant-Gover­
nor, and tbe Honourable William Smith, Chief Justice of this 
Province, will attend his Excellency Lieutenant-General R0-
bertson." 

, These gentlemen, attended by Colonel Beverly Robinson, 
went up to Dobbs's Ferry in the Greybound schooner. Ge­
neral Robertson only was permitted to land, and he met on 
the shore General Green .. , wbo had been deputed by General 
Wasbington to bold the conference on his part. They re­
mained togetber till nearly night, and the subject was fully 
discussed. 

Generals Greene and Robertson separated without being 
able to ,agree upon the question at issue. The former pro­
mised, however, to represent the arguments of the latter 
faithfully to General Washington, and to give him early in­
telligence of tbe result. Tbe commissioners remained on 
board the Greybound at Dobbs's Ferry during the night. 

The time at first fixed for the execution of Major Andre, 
was five o'clock in the afternoon of the 1st of October, and it 
was thus published in the orders of the day. But tbe confe­
rence between Greene and Robertson caused .: postponement 
till the next day at twelve o'clock. On the morning of the 
day in which the execution was expected to take place, Andre 
wrote as follows ;- . 

MAJOR ANDRE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

" Tappan, 1st October, 1780. Sir,-Buoyed above Ipe ter· 
l"Or of death by the ()()nsciousness of a life devoted to honour-

VOL. I. I I 
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able pursuits, and stained with no action that con give me re­
morse, I trust that the request I make 10 yoor EXcenency at 
this serious period, and which is 10 soften my last moments, 
will not be rejected • 

.. Sympathy IOwards a soldier will sorely induce your Ex­
CE'Uency and a military tribunal 10 adapt the mode of my 
tleath \0 the feelings of a man of honoor. 

,co Let me hope, Sir, that if aught in my character impresses 
yoo with esteem towards me, if aught in my misfortuoes marks 
me as the victim of policy and not of ..,..,ntmenl, I shall ex­
perienCE' the operation of these feelings in yoor breast by 
bein .. informed that I am not to die on a gibbeL 

.. 'i have the honour to be your Excellency's most obedient 
and most homble servant, 

.. JOHN ANnat, 
" Atij.-G .... to tM British Army." 

This request was duly considered by the Commander-in­
chief and llis principal officers; hut taking into view the 
nature of the offence, the pecoliar circumstances attending it, 
the invariable rules of war, and the osage of nations, Wash­
in""'n could not, consistently with his sense of duty, grant an 
in~ulgence which might seem to imply any doubt in his mind 
of the entire justice of the sentence, however strongly he 
might be moved by his well-known feelings of humanity, and 
his respect for the character of the sufferer. Andr'" was con­
demned as a spy, and hanged as soch at twelve o'clock on the 
2nd of October. Durin~ the whole time of his captivity he 
had e."hibited perfect fOrtitude and serenity; and in his last 
moments he called on all aroond him to bear wituess that he 
died like a brave man. 

The news of his death was carried 10 New York by his ser­
vant, who had come oot and remained with him, and who 
took the regimentals in which he was execoted and his other 
effects. The fonowing order was issoed to the British army. 
by Sir Hellry Clintun: 

"Head-Q!uuters, NerD York, October 8th.-The Comman­
der-in-chief does with infinite regret inform the army of the 
death of the Adjotant-GeoeralMajor Andre. The onfortu­
nate fate of this officer calls 0PO" the Commander-in-chief 10 
declare that he ever considered Major Andre a gentleman, as 
well as in the line of his military profession, of the highest in­
tegrity and honoor, and incapabfe of any base action or un­
worthy conducL Major Andre's death is very severely felt 
by thl: Commander-in-chief, as it assuredly will be by the 
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army; and must prove a real loss to the co\lntry and to his 
Majesty's service." 

British writers have represented the sentence against 
Andre as unnecessariiy severe, if not inconsistent with military 
usage. To meet this charge w,: need only cite ~e c~e. of 
an American officer, wbo had prevIOusly been taken lD a SimIlar 
character, and executed in the British, camp. 

CAPTAIN NATHAN BALE. 

" The case of Captain Nathan Hale has been regarded as 
parallel to that of Major Andre. Tbis young officer was a 
graduate of Yale College, and had but recently closed his 
academic course when the war of the revolution commenced. 
Possessin~ genius, taste, and ardonr, be became distin~ished 
as a scholar; and endowed jn an eminent degree with those 
graces and gifts of nature which add a cbarm to youthful ex­
cellence, he gained universal esteem and confidence. To 
high moral worth and irreproachable habits were joined gen­
tleness of manners, an ingenuous disposition, and vigour of 
understandin.... No young man of his years put forth a fuirer 
promise of ~ture asefulness and celebrity; the fortunes of 
none were fostered more sincereIy by the generous good wishes ' 
of his associates, or the hopes and encouraging presages of bis 
superiors. 

" Being a patriot upon principle, and an enthusiast in a 
cause whicb appealed eqoally to bis sense of justice and love 
of liberty, he was among ti,e first to take up arms in his 
country's defence. The news of the battle of Lexington roused 
his martini spirit, and called him immediately to the field. He 
obtained a commission in the army, and marched with his 
company to Cambrid~~. His promptness, activity, and assidu­
ous attention to discipline, were early observed. He prevailed 
upon his men to adopt a simple uniform, which improved their 
appearance, attracted notice, and procured applause. The 
example was followed by otbers, and its influence was beneficial. 
Nor were his hours wholly absorbed by his military duties. A 
rigid economy of time enabled him to gratify his zeal for study 
and mental culture. . 

" At length, the theatre of action was changed, and the army 
was removed to the southward. The battle of Long Island 
was fought, and the American forces were drawn together in 
the city of New York. At this moment it was extremely im­
portant for Washington to know the situation of the British 
army on ti,e heights of Brooklyn, its numbers, and the ~ndica-



484 APPENDIX. 

tions as to its future movements. Having confidence in the 
discretion and judgment of the gallant Colonel Knowlton, wbo 
commanded a Connecticut regiment of infantry, be explained 
bis wisbes to tbat officer, and requested bim to ascertain if any 
suitable person could be found in his regiment who would 
undertake so hazardous and responsible a service. It was 
essential that he sbould be a man of capacity, address, and 
military knowledge. 

" Colonel Knowlton assembled several of his officers, stated 
to them the views and desires of the General, and left the 'sub­
ject to their reflections, without proposing the enterprise to any 
individual. The officers then separated. Captain Hale con­
sidered deliberately what had been said. and finding himself 
by a sense of duty inclined to the undertaking, he called at the 
quarters of bis intimate friend, Captain Hull (afterwards Ge­
neral Hull), and asked bis opinion. Hull endeavoured to dis­
suade him from the service, as not befitting his rank in the 
army, and as being ofa kind for which his openness of character 
disqualified him; adding. tbat no glory could accrue from 
success, and detection would inevitably be followed by an 
ignominious death. • . 

.. Captain Hale replied, that all these considerations bad 
been duly weighed; that 'every kind of service necessary to the 
public good was honourable by being necessary t that he did 
not accept a commission for the sake of fame alone or personal 
advancement; that he had been for some time in the army 
without being able to render any siiinal aid to the cause of 
his country; and tbat he felt impelled by high motives of duty 
not to shrink trom the opportunity now presented. -

" The arguments of his friend were unavailing, and Cap­
tain Hale passed over to Long Island in disguise. He had 
gained the desired information, and was juSt on the point of 
stepping into a boat to return to the city of New York, when 
he was arrested and. taken before the British commander. 
Like Andre, he had assumed a character which he could not 
sustain; he was' too little accustomed to duplicity to succeed.' 
The proof against him was so conclusive that he made no 
effort at self-defence, but frankly confessed his objects; and 
again, like Andre, without further remarks, 'left the facts to 
operate with his judges.' He was sentenced to be executed as 
a spy, and was accordingly banged the next morning. 

" Tbe sentence was conformable to the laws of war, and the 
prisoner was prepared to meet it with n fOl·titude becoming bis 
character. But the circumstances of his death aggravated bis 

• 
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sufferings, and placed him in a situation widely different from 
that of Andre. The facts were narrated to General Hull by 
an officer of the British commissary department, who Was 
present at the execution, and deeply moved by the conduct 
and mte of the unfortunate victim and the treatment he re­
ceived. The provost-marshal, to whose charge he was con­
signed, was a refugee, and behaved towards him in the most 
uineeliD" manner, refusing the attendance of a clergyman and 
the Dse ~f a bible, and destroying the letters he bad written to 
his mother and frieDds. 

"In tbe midst of these barbarities, Hale Was calm, col­
lected, firm; pitying the malice that could iDSUIt a fallen foe 
and dying maD, but displaying to the last his native elevation 
of soul, dignity of deportment, and an nndannted courage. 
Alone, unfriended, without consolation or sympathy, he closed 
his mortal career with the declaration, 'that he only lamented 
he had but one life to lose for his country.' When Andre 
stood upon the sca1fold, he called on all around him to bear 
witDess that he died like a brave man. The dying words of 
Hale embodied a nobler and more sublime sentiment; breathing 
a spirit of satisfacti.-. that, although brought to an nntimely 
end, it was his lot to die a martyr in his country's cause. The 
whole tenour of his ·conduct, and this declaration itself, were 
such' proofs of his bravery that it required not to be more 
audibly proclaimed. The following tribute is from the muse 
of Dr. Dwight:-

" C Thus, while fond virtue wished in vain to save, 
HALE, bright and generous, found a hapless grave j 
With genius' living flame his bosom glowed, 
And science charmed him to her !:Iweet abode; 
In worth's fair path his feet adventured far-
The pride of peace, ~e rising grace of war.' 

" There was a striking similarity between the character and 
acts of Hale and Andre, but in one essential point of difference 
the former appears to much the greater advantage. Hale was 
promised no reward, nor did he expect any. It was necessary 
that the service should be undertaken from purely virtuous 
moti"es, without a hope of gain or of honour, because it was 
of a nature not to he executed by the common class of spies, 
who are influenced by pecuniary considerations; and promo­
tion could not be offered as an inducement, since that would 
be a temptation for an officer to hazard his life as a spy, which 
a commander could not with propriety hold out. Viewed in 
any light, the nct must be allowed to bear unequivocaJ".marks 
of patriotic disinterestedness and self·devotion. But Andre 



486 APPENDIX. 

had a glorious prize before him; the chance of distinguishing 
himself in a military enterprise, honours, renown, and every 
allurement that could flatter hope and stimulate ambition. 
To say the least, his personal advantages were to be commen­
surate with the benefit to his country • 

.. But whatever may have been the parallel between these 
two individuals wbile living, it ceased with their death. A 
monument was raised and consecrated to the memory of Andre 
by the bounty of a grateful sovereign. His ashes have been 
removed from their obscure resting-place, transported across 
the ocean, and deposited with the remains of the illustrious 
dead in Westminster Abbey. Where is the memento of the_ 
virtues, the patriotic sacrifice, the early fate, of Hale? It is 
not inscribed in marble; it is hardly recorded in books. Let 
it be the more deeply che;'ished in the hearts of his country­
men."-SPARKS'S Life and Trell8l111 of Arnold, pp. 299-305. 


