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GENERAL INTRODUCTION, 

WITH LAST GLEANINGS, HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL. 

BEFORE, sending out this final volume, I have rambled 
':r~in in..s'ome of the fields harvested in my seven years' 
la';}our n the Life and Works of Thomas Paine, and pres~he more important gleanings in these prelimin;l.ry 
pages.) . 

I rcl:ently obtained from a solicitor of Rotherham, Mr. 
Rising, a letter (on whose large seal part of the P remains), 
written by Paine from London to Thomas Walker, Esq., a • 
member of the firm which manufactured the la·rge model of 
the iron bridge invented by the author, and exhibited at 
Paddington in June, 1790. The letter is dated February 
26, 1789, and the first part, which relates to the bridge, is 
quoted in Appendix E. The political part, here given, 
relates to the controversy which arose on the insanity of 
George III., in which Mr. Fox and the Opposition main
tained that the crown passed to the Prince of Wales by 
hereditary right, while the Pitt Ministry maintained that the 
Prince had no right during the King's lifetime, more than 
any other person, though it was" expedient" to select him 
as the Regent, with restrictions on his power imposed by 
the two Houses of Parliament. Paine writes: 

.. With respect to News and Politics, the King is certainly 
greatly amended, but what is to follow from it is a matter of much 
uncertainty. How far the Nation may be safe with a man of a 
deranged mind at the head of it, and who, ever since he took up 
the notion of quitting England and going to live in Hanover, has 
been continually planning to entangle England with German 
connections, which if followed must end in·a war, is a matter tb,at 

VOL. IV. 
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vi GENERAL INrlWDUCTION. 

will occasion various OpiniOns. However unfortunate it may 
have been for the sufferer, the King's malady has been no disser
vice to the Nation; he was burning his fingers very fast in the 
German war, and whether he is enough in his senses to keep out 
of the fire is a matter of doubt. 

"You mention the Rotherham Address as complimenting Mr. 
Pitt on the success of his administration, and for asserting and 
supporting the Rights of the People. I differ exceedingly from you 
in this opinion, and I think the conduct of the Opposition much 
nearer to the principles of the Constitution, than what the con
duct of the Ministry was. So far from Mr. Pitt asserting and 
supporting the Rights of the people, it appears to me taking them; 
away-but as a man ought not to make an assertion without giv-
ing his reasons, I will give you mine. I 

"The English Nation is composed of two orders of men ....... 
Peers and Commoners. By Commoners is properly meant ever~ 
man in the Nation not having the title of Peer. And it is the 
existence of those two orders, setting up distinct and opposite 
Claims, the one hereditary and the other elective, that makes it 
necessary to establish a third order, or that known by the name 
of the Regal Power, or the Power of the Crown. 

"The Regal Power is the Majesty of the Nation collected to a 
center, and residing in the person exercising the Regal Power. 
The Right therefore of the Prince is a Right standing on the 
Right of the whole Nation. But Mr. Pitt says it stands on the 
Right of Parliament. Is not Parliament composed -of two houses, 
one of which is itself hereditary, and over which the people have 
no controul, and in the establishment of which they have no elec
tion; and the other house the representative of only a small part 
of the nation? How then can the Rights of the People be 
asserted and supported by absorbing them into an hereditary 
house of Peers? Is not one hereditary power or Right as dan
gerous as the other? And yet the Addressers have all gone on 
the Error of establishing Power in the house of Peers, over whom, 
as I have already said, they have no controul, for the inconsistent 
purpose of opposing it in the prince over whom they have some 
controul. 

" It was one of those Cases in which there ought to have been 
a National Convention for the express purpose: for if Govern
ment be permitted to alter itself, or any of the parts be permitted 
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to alter the other, there is no fixed Constitution in the Country. 
And if the Regal Power, or the person exercising the Regal 
Power, either as King or Regent, instead of standing on the uni
versal ground of the Nation, be made the meer Creature of Parlia
ment, it is, in my humble opinion, equally as inconsistent and uncon
stitutional as if Parliament was the meer Creature of the Crown. 

" It is ~ common Idea in all countries that to take Power from· 
the Prince is to give liberty to the people. But Mr. Pitt's con
duct is almost the reverse of this: his is to take power from one 
part of the Government to add it to another; forhe hal! encreased 
the Power of the Peers, not the Rights of the People.-I must 
give him credit for his ingenuity if I do not for his principles, 
and the less so because the object of his conduct is now visible, 
which was to [keep] themselves in pay after they should be out 
of f[avour], by retaining, thro' an Act of Parliament of their own 
making, between four and five hundred thousand pounds of the 
Civil List in their own hands. This is the key ofthe whole busi
ness; and it was for this and not for the Rights of the people" 
that he set up the Right of Parliament, because it was only by 
that means that the spoil could be divided. If the restrictions 
had been that he should not declare war, or enter into foreign 
alliances without the consent of Parliament, the objects would 
have been national and would have had some sense in them ; but 
it is, that he should not have all the money. If Swift was alive he 
would say-' S-- on such Patriotism.' 

" How they will manage with Ireland I have no opportunity of 
learning, as I have not been at the other end of the Town since 
the Commission arrived. Ireland will certainly judge for itself, 
and not permit the English Parliament or Doctors to judge for 
her.-Thus much for Politics." 

The letter just quoted is the more remarkable because the 
Prince Regent was particularly odious to Paine. The reader 
will find this issue of the Regency dealt with in the" Rights 
of Man" (ii., p. 371 of this edition), but it may be remarked 
in passing that this supposed purblind enemy of thrones 
was found in 1789 maintaining that the monarch, however 
objectionable, was more related to the people than a non
representative Parliament, and that in 1793 he pleaded for 
the life of Louis XVI. 
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" 

The last paragraph in the above extract shows that Paine 
was already in sympathy with Irish discontent. I have a 
little scrap of his writing (early 1792) which appears to be 
from the draft of a note to one of the associations in 
London, respecting the Society of United Irishmen, whose 
Declaration was issued in October, 1791 : 

"I have the honour of presenting the Gentlemen present a 
letter I have received from the United Irishmen of Dublin in
forming me of my having been elected an honorary member of 
their Society. By this adoption of me as one of their body I 
have the pleasure of considering myself on their "--[catera 
desunt]. 

The tremendous effect produced in Ireland by Paine's 
answer to Burke is indicated in the Charlemont Papers 
(Hist. MSS. Com. 1894). Mr. Thomas Shore first called 
attention to the items concerning Paine in the London Free
thinker, March and April, 1896. Although Charlemont 
had been made an earl for quelling an insurrection in Ulster, 
1763, he was a Liberal Whig. In 1791 (April 1 I) Sheridan. 
writes from Downpatrick to Charlemont: 

"I find from the newspapers that the Whigs of the capital (a 
society of which I am a member, and. into which I entered with 
the best intentions) have, in my absence, and without my know
ledge, named and published me one of a committee for disseminat
ing Mr. Paine's pamphlet in reply to Mr. Burke's • Reflections on 
the French Revolution.' I have read that pamphlet; it appears to 
me designed to level all distinction, and to have this object in 
view-a total overthrow of the Constitution. With this opinion I 
must naturally feel it indecent, in my public situation as a mem
ber of parliament, a citizen, a barrister and (what I value least) 
one of his majesty's counsel, to disseminate that work, but I am 
at a loss how to act My first intention was to contradict it 
publicly. I fear Ii. misinterpretation of my motives, and I dislike 
public differences with men in whose cause I am an humble 
assistan t." 

Two days later Charlemont replies: 
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.. Thinking exactly as you do of Paine's very entertaining, very 
ingenious, but very dangerous performance . . . yet how to 
advise upon this occasion I do not well know. A serious public 
contradiction would not be pleasant, and possibly not innoxious. 
Perhaps the best method may be to expostulate between jest and 
earnest with some of your brethren on the liberty they have taken, 
and to declare in all companies, without being too serious, your 
real opinion of the tendency of the pamphlet, giving it, however, 
itl due praise, for much merit it certainly has. . • . Men con
nected with the popular party will often be brought into scrape~ 
of this sort, as 'he people who sometimes do not go too far wU\ 
seldom go far enough." 

It is evident that Paine had a powerful following, and that 
it was not at that time prudent for a Whig politician to 
repudiate him. Soon after we find Earl Charlemont writing 
from Dublin, May 9, '791, to Dr. Alexander Haliday, Bel
fast: .. I did, indeed. suppose that Paine's pamphlet; which 
is, by the way, a work of great genius, would be well received 
in your district; yet, in my opinion, it ought to be read with 
some degree of caution. He does, Indeed, tear away the 
bandage from the public eye; but in tearing it off there may 
be some danger of injuring the organ." In reply to a radi
cal outburst from Haliday, Charlemont writes (July 30; 
1(91): .. Though I admire Mr. Paine, I am py' no means J 
convert to his doctrine concerning our constitution. an,4 
cannot help thinking that some approbation of thi~ cons~~t~
tion, as it ought to be, should at all times be joined with t,h.Ct 
~pplause which we so justly bestow on the em~ncipatioq of 
~ gre~t people from utter slavery." Charlemont was a friend 
and correspondent of Burke, and frankly expressed \lis differ
ences of opinion, but Haliday gave him proofs of a dishon
ourable proceeding on Burke's part, eleven yea~s before 
(borrowing a manuscript play of Haliday's in, confidence, 
showing it to Sheridan, and never returning it, professing 
that it was lost), and pronounced him (Burke) a snake in 
the grass. Thereafter no communication appears between 
Charlemont and Burke. 

The prosecution of the second Part of the .. Rights of 
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Man," and the panic caused by massacres in France, thinned 
the ral'!-ks of Paine's eminent friends, while the popularity of 
his work increased. Malone, writing from London to Charle
mont, December 3, 1792, says: "For several weeks past not 
less than four thousand per week of Paine's despicable and 
nonsensical pamphlet have been issued forth, for almost 
nothing, and dispersed all over the kingdom. At Manthes
ter the innovators bribe the poor by drink to hear it read." 
And on December 22, four days after Paine's trial, Malone 
has the satisfaction of reporting: "That vain fellow Erskine 
has been going about this month past, saying he would make 
a speech in defence of Paine's nonsensical and impudent 
libel on the English constitution, . that would astonish the 
world, and make him to be remembered when Pitt and Fox 
and Burke, etc., were all forgotten. After speaking for. four 
hours, and fainting in the usual form, the jury, without 
suffering the attorney-general to reply, found Paine guilty." 
Malone (Edmund, the Shakespearian) was an admirable 
Irishman, but he seems to have been taken off his feet by 
the court-panic in London. There is a touch of comedy 
in finding him bringing out a quarto with a republican 
publisher. 

"This person," he tells Charlemont, November 15, 1793, c. a. 
Mr. George Robinson, is unluckily too a determined repUblican; 
on which account alone I am sorry that I have employed him. In 
consequence of his political phrenzy he at this moment is appre
hensive of judgment being pronounced against him by the king's 
bench for selling Paine's pamphlet, and may probably be punished 
for his zeal in the C good old cause,' as they called it in the last 

. century, by six months' imprisonment. I shall not have the 
smallest pity for him. To do any act whatever that may tend to 
forward the principles maintained by the diabolical.ruffians in 
France is so highly criminal that I hope the chief justice will 
inflict the most exemplary punishment on all the favourers of that 
vile system, whenever he can lay hold on them." 

Robinson had been found guilty August 10, and when 
called up for judgment seems to have escaped with a fine 
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(Sherwin's" Paine," p. 138). Before leaving the Charlemont 
Papers it may be remarked that in no case does the Earl re
spond to Malone's acrimonious language against Paine, and 
even when the good Catholic has before him the author's 
direst offences, he limits himself in writing to Haliday (long 
since scared) to a mild sentence: "So Paine has now at
tacked Washington! No wonder; he has lately dared to 
attack heaven." 

From the papers of Francis Place (British Museum), it 
appears that the work of repressing political discussion was 
begun by the Lord Mayor, who on November 27, 1792, 
closed the debating society which had been meeting at the 
King's Arms, Comhill. (By the diary of Paine's friend, John 
Hall, I find that after the information had been lodged 
against Paine, all of the debating societies in London were 
intimidated, and the King's Arms debate had come down to 
the question, .. Whether a husband obstinate and ignorant, or 
a man of parts, though tyrannical, was the inost eligible for 
a woman of refined sensibilities?" Hall adds:" Did not stay 
to the end, but it seemed to be going in favour of the sensi
ble man, the tyrant." Whether the Lord Mayor scented 
sedition in such questions or not, John HaIl,after some 
absence from London, enters in his diary, November 26, 
.. Could not find where Debating Society met.") 

In the Francis Place MSS., 27, 809, p. 268, ther~ is a list 
of the prosecutions in 1793; and in 27, 812, pp. 10, 12,are 
documents showing that about the middle of June, 1792, 
subscriptions had been opened, for the defence of Paine, by 
both the .. London Corresponding Committee" and the 
.. Constitutional Society." In MSS. 27, 817, p. 24, "Mr. 
Payne" (su-) and Rickman are in the list of those who met 
in the London Coffee House, May 9, 1792, and founded the 
II Society of Friends of the People." 

Paine was elected a member of the French National 
Convention by four departments-Oise, Puy.de-Dome, the 
Somme, and Pas-de-Calais, and decided to sit for the latter. 
Among the manuscripts of Genet, the first Minister sent by 
the Convention to the United States, confided to me by his-
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son, George Clinton Genet of New York, I find a memoran
dum of great historical interest, which may be inserted here 
in advance of the monograph I hope to prepare concerning 
that much-wronged ambassador. In this memorandum Genet 
-:-:-a brother of Madame Campan-states that his appoint
ment to the United States was in part because of the po
sition his family had held at Court, and with a view to the 
banishment of the royal family to that country. (It had 
already been arranged that Paine should move for this in the 
Convention.) I now quote Genet: 

Roux Facillac, who had been very intimate in my fatherls 
family at Versailles, met me one morning [January 14, 1793] and 
wished me to spend the evening at Le Brun's, where I had been 
invited. He accompanied me there and we met :arissot, Guadet, 
Leonnet, D.ucos, Fauchet, Thomas Paine, and most of the Gironde 
leaders. • • . Tom Paine. who did not pretend to understaI\d 
French, took no part in the conversation, and sat quietly sipp,i~g 
his claret. ~'.Ask Paine, Genet," said Brissot, "what effect the 
execution of Capet "(ould have in America?" Paine replied ~(), 

my enquiry- by simply saying" bad, very bad." T\le nex~ dilY 
Paine presented to the Convention his celebrated letter demand~ 
ing in the name of Liberty. and the people of th,e U'~ited Sta,t<:Sl 
that Louis should be sent to the United States. V~r~iaux e\l-:,. 

quired of me what effect I thought it would have. in Europe. I 
replied in a few words that it would gratify the enemies of Franc~ 
who had not forgiven Louis the acceptance of the Constitution 
nor the glorious results of the American Revolution. 
h Genet," continued Le Brun, "how would you like to go to the 
United States and take Capet and his family with you?" 

The next day, January IS, Genet was appointed by Le 
Brun (Minister of Foreign Affairs), and Paine's appeal was 
made in the Convention; but there is reason to believe that 
Le Brun's servant was a spy; and the conversation, reporteg 
to the Jacobins soon after its occurrence, "contributed," 
Genet believed, " to the early fall of Louis." 

I will now call attention to a passage in " The Journal of 
a Spy in Paris during the Reign of Terror," recently pub-
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lished, and will place it beside an extract from Paine's me
morial to ,Monroe while in prison. 

TIUSpy • 

.. April I, 1793. He [Paine] 
is said to be moving heaven and 
earth to get himself recognized 
as an Amer;&1111 Ci!i8t11, and 
thereon liberated. . The 
Minister of the American States 
[Gouverneur Morris] is too 
.hrewd to allow such a fish to 
go over and swim in bis waters, 
if he can prevent it; and avows 
to Robespierre tbat he knows 
nothing of any rights of nat
uralization claimed by Paine." 

Paine, 1794. 

"However discordant the 
late American Minister Gouv~ 
erneur Morris and the late 
French Committee of Public 
Safety were, it suited the pur
pose of both that I sbould be 
continued in arrestation. The 
former wished to prevent. iny 
return -to America that I should 
not expose his misconduct; and 
the latter, lest I should publish 
to the world the history of its 
wickedness. Whilst that Min
ister and the Committee ,con
tinued I had, no expectation of 
liberty. I speak here of the 
Committee of which Robes
pierre was a member." 

Here then is corroboration, were it needed, of the ctimina1 
treachery of Morris to both Paine and Washington, of 
which I have given unanswerable documentary evidence 
(voL iii., chap. 21), although I had. not then conceived that 
Morris· guilt extended to personal incitements of Robes
pierre against Paine. 

Morris knew well that .. naturalization," though an effec
tive word to use on Robespierre, had nothing to do with the 
citizenship acquired at the American Revolution by persons 
of alien birth, such as Paine, Hamilton, Robert Morris,-to 
name three who had held high offices in tht; United States. 
But, as Monroe stated, all Americans of 1776 were born 
under the British flag, and needed no formal process to make 
them citizens. 

Mr. J. G. Alger, author of "Englishmen in the French. 
Revolution," and" Glimpses of the French Revolution," 
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whose continued researches in Paris promise ·otheroriginal 
and striking works, has graciously sent me a document of 
much interest just discovered by him in the National Archives, 
where it is marked U 1021. It is the copy of a" Declara
tion " made by Paine, the original being buried away in the 
chaos of Fouquier-Tinville documents. The Declaration 
was made on October 8, 1794, in connection with the trial of 
Denis] ulien, accused of having been a Spy of Robespierre 
and his party in the Luxembourg prison. It was proved 
that on ] une 29, 1794, ] ulien had been called on in the 
prison, where he was detained, to inform the revolutionary 
tribunal concerning the suspected conspiracy among the 
prisoners. He said that he knew nothing; that his room 
was at the extremity of the building divided off from the 
mass of prisoners, and he could not pronounce against any 
one. (Wallon's" Hist. Tribunal Revolutionnaire," iv., p. 409-) 
WaIlon, however, had not discovered this document found 
by Mr. Alger, which shows that Paine was long a room-mate 
of Julien in the prison where his (Paine's) Declaration was 
demanded and given as roIlows : 

" Denis Julien was my room mate froin the time of his entering 
the Luxembourg prison at the end of the month of Ventose [about 
the middle of March] till towards the end of Messidor [about the 
middle of July], at which date I was visited with a violent .fever 
which obliged me to go into a room better suited to the condition 
I was in. It is for the time when we were room mates that I 
shall speak of him, as being within my personal knowledge. I 
shall not go beyond that date, because my illness rendered me 
incapable of knowing anything of what happened in the prison or 
elsewhere, and my companions on their part, all the time that my 
tecovery remained doubtful, were silent to me on all that hap
pened. The first news which they told me was of the fall of 
Robespierre. I state all this so that the real reason why I do not 
speak of any of the allegations preferred against Julien in the 
summoning of him as a witness before the revolutionary tribunal, 
in the case of persons accused of conspiracy, may be clearly 
known, and that my silence on that case may not be attributed to 
any unfavourable reticence. Of his conduct during the time of 
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our room intimacy, which lasted more than (our months, I can 
apeak fully. He appeared to me during all· that time a man of. 
strict honour, probity, and humanity, incapable of doing anything 
repugnant to those principles. We found ourselves in entire 
agreement in the horror which we felt for the character of 
Robespierre, and in the opinion which we formed of his hypocrisy, 
particularly on the occasion of his harangue on the Supreme Being, 
and on the atrocious perfidy which he showed in proposing the 
bloody law of tbe u Prairial (June 10, 1794] ; and we communi
cated our opinions to each other in writing, and these confiden
tial notes we wrote in English to prevent the risk of our being 
understood by tbe prisoners, and for our own safety we threw 
them into the fire as soon as read. As I knew nothing of the 
denunciations which took place at the Luxembourg, or of the 
judgments and executions which were the consequence, until at 
least a month after the event, I can only say that when I was in
formed of them, as also of the appearance of Julien as a witness 
in that affair, I concluded from the opinion which I bad already 
formed of him that he had been an unwilling witness, or that he 
had acted with the view of rendering service to the accused, and 
I have now DO reason to believe otherwise. That the accused 
were not guilty of any anti-revolutionary conduct is also what I 
believe, but the fact was that all 'the prisoners saw themselves 
shut up like sheep in a pen to be sacrificed in turn just as they 
daily saw their companions were, and the expression of discon
tent which the misery of such a situation forced. from them was 
converted into a conspiracy by the spies of Robespierre who were 
posted in the priso~.-Luxembourg, 17 Vendemiaire, Year 3." 

Julien was discharged without trial. The answers he had 
given to the Revolutionary Committee, quoted above, un
known of course to Paine, justified his opinion of Julien, 
though the fact of his being summoned at .aU looks as if 
Julien had been placed with Paine as an informer. In the 
companionship of the author Julien may have found a 
change of heart! Mr. Alger in a note to me remarks, 
.. What a picture of the prisoners' distrust of each other! " 
The document also brings before us the notable fact that, 
though at its date, fourteen weeks after the fall of Robes., 
pierre, the sinister power of Gou,verneur Morris' acc~mp1ice~ 
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on the Committee of Public Safety still kept Paine in prison, 
his testimony to the integrity of an accused man was called 
for and apparently trusted. 

The next extract that I give is a clipping from a London 
paper of 1794, the name not given, preserved in a scrap-book 
extending from· 1776 to 1827, which I purchased many years 
ago at the Bentley sale. 

"GENERAL O'HARA AND MR. THOMAS PAYNE.-These well
known Gentlemen are at Paris-both kept at the Luxembourg
imprisoned, indeed, but in a'mitigated manner as to accommoda
tions, apartments, table, intercourse, and the liberty of the garden 
-which our well-informed readers know is very large. The 
ground plan of the Luxembourg is above six acres. In this con
finement General O'Hara and Mr. Thomas Payne have often met, 
and theit meeting has been productive of a little event in some 
. sort so unexpected as to be added to the extraordinary vicissi_ 
tudes of which the present time is so teeming. The fact was that 
General O'Hara wanted money; and that through Mr. Thomas 
Payne he was able to get what he wanted. The sum was 200/. 

sterling. The General's bill, through other channels tried in 
vain, was negociated by Mr. Thomas Payne." 

The story of this money, and how Paine contrived to 
keep it, is told in vol. iii., p. 396, n. The mitigations of pun
ishment alluded to in the paragraph did not last long i the 
last months of Paine's imprisonment were terrible. O'Hara, 
captured at Toulon and riot released until August, 1795, waS 
the General who carried out the sword of Cornwallis for sur
render at Yorktown. 

Charles N odier, in his "Souvenirs de la R~volution et 
de l'Empire" (Paris, 1850), has some striking sketches of 
Paine and his friends in the last years of the eighteenth cen
tury. Nodier had no sympathy with Paine's opinions, but 
was much impressed by the man. I piece together some 
extracts from various parts of his rambling work. 

" One of our dinners at Bonneville's has left such an impression 
oil me that when I am thinking of these things it seems like a 
dream. There were six of us iIi the Poet'S immense sitting room. 
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It had {our windows looking on the street. The cloth was spread 
on an oblong table, loaded at each end with bronzes, globes, maps, 
books, crests, and portraits. The only one of the guests whom I 
knew was the impenetrable Seyffert, with his repertory of ideas a 
thousand times more profound, but also a thousand.times more 
obscure, than the cave of Trophonius. • " Old Mercier catp.e 
in and sat down with his chin resting on his big ivory-topP,ed 
cane. • . The fifth guest was a military man, fifty years of age, 
with a sort of inverted curled up {ace, reserved in conversation, 
like a man of sense, common in manners, like a man of the people. 
They called him a Pole. The last guest was an Anglo.America~ 
with a long, thin, straight head, aU in profile as it were,without 
any expression; for gentleness, benevolence, shyness, give little 
1C0pe for it. • • This Anglo-American was Thomas rayne, 
and the Tartar with sullen looks was Kosciusko. . . Thomas 
Payne, whom I seldom sa~, has left on me the impression of ~ 
well·t~-do man, bold ia principle, cautious in practice; liable to 
yield himself up to revolutionary movements, incapable 'of accept .. 
ing the dangerous consequences; gopd by nature, and a sophist 
by conviction. • • • On the whole an honest and, unpretend. 
ing person who, in the most fatal day of our annals, exhibited 
every courage and virtue; and of whom history, in order to b~ 
just to his memo'ry, ought to forget nothing but his writings!' 

At a somewhat later period Paine was met in Pl,lris by 
the eminent engraver, Abraham Raimbach, Correspondirl\t 
Member of the Institute of France, whose" Recollections," 
privately printed, were loaned me by Mr. Heiuy Clifton. I 
am permitted by Mr. w. 1.. Raimbach. grandson or the 
engraver, to use this family volume. Raimbach probabiy 
had met Paine between 1800 and 1802, ang writes; 

.. He was at this time constantly to be seen at an obscure 
&aIJa"el in an obscure street in the fauxbourg St. Germain (tafe 
Jacob, rue Jacob). The scene as we entered the room from the 
street-it was on the ground floor-was, under the circumstances, 
somewhat impressive. It was on a summer's evening, and several 
tables were occupied by men, apparently tradesmen and mechanics, 
some playing at the then universal game of dominoes, others 
drinking their bottle of light, frothy, but pleasant beer, or their 



xviii GENERAL INTRODUCTION. 

little glass of liqueur, while in a retired part of the room sat the 
once-dreaded demagogue, the supposed conspirator against thrones 
and altars, the renowned Thomas Paine! He was in conversation 
with several well-dressed Irishmen, who soon afterwards took 
leave, and we placed ourselves at his table. His general appear
ance was mean and poverty-stricken. The portrait of him en
graved by Sharp from Romney's portrait is a good likeness, but 
be was now much withered and careworn, tho' his dark eye still 
retained its sparkling vigour. He was fluent in his speech, of 
mild and gentle demeanour, clear and distinct in enunciation, 
and his voice exceedingly soft and agreeable. The subject of 
his talk being of course political, resembled very much his 
printed opinions; and the dogmatic form in which he de
livered them seemed to evince his own perfect self-conviction of 
their truth." 

Raimbach mentions having afterwards understood that 
Colonel Bosville, of Yorkshire, was very kind to him, and 
enabled Paine to return to America; Lewis Goldsmith says 
that Sir Francis Burdett and Mr. William Bosville made him 
a present of 300 louis d'ors, with which he remunerated 
Bonneville, with whom he had resided nearly six years. 
Goldsmith's article on Paine (Anti-Gal/ican Monitor, Feb
ruary 28, 1813) contains a good. many errors, but some 
shrewd remarks: 

.. From what I knew of this man, who once made such a noise 
in this country and America, I judge him to have been harmless 
and inoffensive; and I firmly believe that if he could have 
imagined that his writings would have caused bloodshed he 
would never have written at all. • . • He never was respected 
by any party in France, as he certainly was not an advocate of 
(what was falsely called) French liberty,-that system which 
enforced Republican opinions by drowning, shooting, and the 
guillotine. . • . He even saw several foreigners, who like 
himself were staunch admirers of the French Revolution, led to 
the scaffold-such as Anacharsis Clootz, Baron Trenk, etc.-and 
had Robespierre lived eight days longer Paine would have cer
tainly followed them, as his name was already on the Proscribed 
list of the Public Accuser. • • • I have no doubt that if 
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Paine, on his retum to America, had found the head of the 
government of that country [Jefferson] to be that stern Repub
lican which he professed to be, he would have written some 
account of the French Revolution, and of the horrid neglect 
which he experienced there from Robespierre as well as from 
Buonaparte; for if the former designed to take away his. life, 
the latter refused him the means of living. . . . I must .in 
justice to him declare that he left France a decided enemy to 
the Revolution in that country, and with an unconquerable 
aversion to Buonaparte, against whom he indulged himself in 
Ipeaking in severe terms to almost every person of his acquaint
ance in Paris." 

The last of my gleanings were gathered at Bromley, in 
Kent, where Paine went on April 21, 1792, "to compose," 
says his friend Hall, .. the funeral sermon of Burke," but 
local tradition says, to write the" Age of Reason." Paine, 
as a private letter proves, was anxious for a prosecution of 
his" Rights of Man," which Burke had publicly proposed, 
and no doubt began at Bromley his pamphlet with the ex
posure of Burke's pension.· However, when Paine sought 
refuge from the swarm of radicals and interviewers l?esetting 
him in his London lodgings, it is highly probable that he 
wished to continue his meditations on religious subjects and 
add to his manuscripts, begun many years before, ultimately 
pieced together in the" Age of Reason." Under the guid
ance of Mr. Coles Childs, present owner of Bromley Palace, 
I visited Mr. How, an intelligent watchmaker, who remem
bers when a boy of twelve hearing his father say that Paine 
occupied" Church Cottage," and there wrote the" Age of 
Reason." There is also a local tradition that Paine used to 
write on the same work while seated under the" Tom Paine 
Tree," which is on the palace estate. "Church Cottage" 
was ecclesiastical property, may even have been the Vicarage, 
and Paine would pass by the beautiful palace of the Bishops 
of Rochester to his favourite tree. The legend which has 
singled out the heretical work of Paine as that which was 
written in an ecclesiastical mansion, and in an episcopal park, 
is too picturesque for severe criticism. The" Tom Paine· 
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Tree" is a very ancient oak, solitary in its field, and ve.ry 
noble. ,Mr. Childs pointed Qut to me some powerful but 
much rusted wires, amid the upper branches, showing that it 
had been taken care of. The interior surface Of the trunk, 
which is entirely hollow, is completely charred. The girth 
at the ground must be twenty-five feet. Not a limb is dead ~ 
from the hollow and charred trunk a superb mass of foli~ 
age arises. I think Paine must have remembered it when 
"'titing patriotic songs for America in the Revolution,---' 
.l The Liberty Tree," and the" Boston Patriot's Song," with 
its liries-

.. Our mountains are crowned with imperial oak, 
Whose roots like our Liberty ages have nourished." 

From this high and clear spot one may almost see the 
homestead of Darwin who, more heretical than Paine, has 
Westminster Abbey for his monument; and whose neigh
bor, the Rev. Robert Ainslie, of Tromer Lodge, kept in his 
house the skull and right hand of Thomas Paine! Of the 
remains of Paine, exhumed .by Cobbett in America, the 
brain came into the possession of. Rev. George Reynolds\ 
the skull into that of Rev. Robert Ainslie, both orthodox at 
the time, both subsequently unorthodox, possibly through 
some desire to know what thoughts had played through the 
lamp whose fragments had come into their hands. The 
daughter of Mr. Ainslie, the first wife of the late Sir Rus
sell Reynolds, wrote me that she remembered the relics, but 
could not find them after her father's death; if ever discov
ered they might well be given quiet burial or cremation at 
the· foot of this "Tom Paine Tree." However that may 
be, it is a Talking Oak, if one listens closely, and tells true 
fables of the charred and scarred and storm-beaten man. 
rooted deep in the conscience and soul of England. whose 
career, after its special issues are gone, is still crowned with 
living foliage. That none can doubt who witnessed the 
large Paine Exhibition in South Place Chapel, in Decem
ber, 1895, or that in the Bradlaugh Club, January 29, 1896, 
and observes the steady demand for his works in England 
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and America. Yet it is certain that comparatively few of 
those who cherish relics of Paine, and read his books, agree 
with his religious opinions, or regard his political theories as 
now practicable. Paine's immortality among tli_e people is 
derived mainly from the life and spi~it which were in him, 
consuming all mean partitions between man and man, aU 
arbitrary and unreal distinctions, rising above the cheap Jin
goism that calls itself patriotism, and affirming the nobler 
State whose unit is the man, whose motto is ce My country 
is the world, to do good my religion.'" 

Personally I place a very high value on Paine's writings in' 
themselves, and not simply for their prophetic genius, their 
humane spirit, and their vigorous' style. While his type of 
deism is not to me satisfactory, his religious spirit at times 
attains sublime heights j and while his republican formulas 
are at times impaired by his eagerness to adapt them to ex
isting conditions, I do hot find any writer at all, not even the 
most modern, who has equally worked out a scheme for har
monizing the inevitable rule of the majority with individual 
freedom and rights. Yet it is by no means on this my own 
estimate of Paine's ideas that I rest the claims of his writings 
to attention and study. Their historical value is of the 
highest. Every page of Paine was pregnant with the life of 
his time. He was the enfant terrible of the times' that 
in America, England, France, made the history that is 
now our international heritage: he was literally the only 
man who came out with the whole truth, regardless or 
persons: his testimony is now of record, and the gravest 
issues of to-day cannot be understood until that testimony 
is mastered. 

I especially invoke to the study of Paine's Life,and of 
these volumes of his Writings, the historians, scholars, states
men of the mother of nations-England. I have remarked 
a tendency in some quarters to preserve the old odium 
against Paine, no longer maintainable in respect of his relig
ion or, his character, by transferring it to his antagonism to 
the government of England in the last century. And it is 
probable that this prejudice may be revived by the rcpubli-
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cation in this editio~ of several of his pamphlets, notably that 
on the "Ipvasion. of England" in the Appendix (to which 
some of Paine's most important works have been relegated). 
But if thinking Englishmen will rid themselves of that count
erfeit patriotism now called" Jingoism," and calmly study 
those same essays, they will begin to understand that while 
Paine arraigned a transient misgovernment of England, his 
critics arraign England itself by treating attacks on minions 
of George III. as if hostile to the England of Victoria. The 
widespread hostility to England recently displayed in Amer
ica has with some justice been traced to the kind of teaching 
that has gone on for nearly four generations in American 
schools under the name of history; but what remedy can 
there be for this disgraceful situation so long as English 
historians are ignorantly keeping their country, despite the 
friendship of its people for Americans, in the attitude of a 
party to a vendetta transmitted from a discredited past? 
And much the same may be said concerning the strained 
relations between England and France, which constitute a 
most sad, and even scandalous, feature of our time. About 
a hundred years ago an English government was instigating 
parochial mobs to burn" Tom Paine" in effigy for writing 
the" Rights of Man," little reflecting that it was making the 
nation it misgoverned into an effigy for American and French 
democrats to burn, on occasion, for a century to come. Paine, 
his name and his personal wrongs, passed out of the case alto
gether, like the heart of the hollow" Tom Paine Tree" at 
Bromley: but like its living foliage the principles he repre
sented are still renewed, and flourish under new names and 
forms. But old names and forms are coined in prejudices. 
The J efl'ersonian in America and the Girondin in France are 
now in power, and are sometimes victimized by a super
stition that George III. is still monarch of England, and 
Pitt still his Minister. Meanwhile the credit of English 
Literature commands the civilized world. The next great 
writer will be the historian who shall without flattery, and 
with inflexible justice and truth, examine and settle these 
long-standing accounts with the past; and ~o him I dedicate 
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in advance these volumes, wherein he will find valuable re
sources and materials. 

Here then close my labours on the history and the writings 
of the great Commoner of Mankind, founder or the Republic 
of the World, and emancipator of the human mind and heart, 
THOMAS PAINE. 
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ATUOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 

PUPATOIlY NOTII BY THIl EDITOIl.-For tbis recently discovered paper I am 
indebted to the Lenoll: Library, New York, into wbose possession the original 
came with the papers of the Hon. George Bancroft. It was enclosed in a letter 
of January 14, 1779, to Hon. Henry Laurens, which was published in 1861 
(Frank Moore's" Materials of History," p. 129) and is here reprinted, as con
nected with the autobiographical sketcb which bas so long been buried among the 
papers of the late historian. The circumstances under which the communica
tion was made may be gathered from the last three chapters of vol. ii. of this 
edition, and from my .. Life of Paine," i., chapters 10 and n. The exposure 
of Silas Deane's frauds by Paine led to his resignation of his office of Secretary 
to the Foreign Affairs Committee, and also to the resignation of the presi
dency of Congress by the Hon. Henry Laurens, who had stood shoulder to 
shoulder with Paine in breaking up the .. ring" in Paris. The Secretary had 
resigned on January 8, 1779. There were rumors of duels at the time, and 
Paine's expression of apprehensions about his nearest friend probably refers to 
them; or it may even be that there were grounds for fearing assassination, so 
large were the money interests batHed. The subjoined account that Paine gives 
of himself after his arrival in America (November 30, 1774), written probably 
at the request of Laurens, may appear egotistical, but in fact he omits facts 
that would have shed great honor upon him, and, in this entirely confidential 
letter to an intimate friend, limits himself to services that involved pecuniary 
losses, These had just culminated in a service which saved much money to the 
Treasury. but had been requited with an ill.treatment that led him to resign 
office, being thereby left without means. 

THOMAS PAINE TO HON. HENRY LAURENS. 

SIll: My anxiety for yonr pwstm41 safety bas not only fixed a profound 
silence upon me, bnt prevents my asking you a great many questions, lest I 
should be the unwilling, unfortunate cause of new difficulties or fatal conse
quences to you, and in such a case I might indeed say, .. 'T is the SU,.W1JIW 
di~s.n 

I omitted sending tbe inclosed in the morning as I intended. It will serve 
you to parry ill nature and ingratitude with, when undeserved rellections are 
cast upon me. . 

I certainly have some awkward natural feeling, which I never shall get rid 
of. I was sensible of a kind of shame at the Minister's door to-day, lest any 
one should think I was going to solicit a pardon or a pension. When I eome 
to you I feel only an .. "willingness to be seen, on your account. I shall never 
make a courtier, I see that. 

. I am your obedient humble servant, . 
THOMAS P AIMIl. 
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SIR.-:For your amusement I give you a short history of my conduct since I 
have been in America. 

I brought with me letters of introduction from Dr. Franklin. These letters 
were with a flying seal, that I might, if I thought proper, close them with a 
wafer. One was to Mr. Bache of this city. The terms of Dr. Franklin's 
recommendation were "a .worl"y, ingenious, I!k." My particular design was 
to establish an academy on the plan they are conducted in and about London, 
which I was well acquainted with.! I came some months before Dr. Franklin, 
and waited here for his arrival. In the meantime a person of this city desired 
me to give him some assistance in conducting a magazine, which I did without 
making any bargain.' The work turned out very profitable. Dr. Witherspoon 
had likewise a concern [in] it. At the end of six months I thought it necessary 
to come to some contract. I agreed to ·leave the matters to arbitration. The 
bookseller mentioned two on his own part-Mr. Dnche, your late chaplain, 
and Mr. Hopkinson. I agreed to them and declined mentioning any oli my 
part. But the bookseller getting information of what Mr. Duche's private 
opinion was, withdrew from the arbitration, or rather refused to go into it, as 
our agreement to abide by it was only verbal. I was requested by several liter
ary gentlemen in this city to undertake such a work on my own account, and I 
could have rendered it very profitable. 

As J always had a taste to science, I naturally had friends of thatcast in Eng_ 
land; and among the rest George Lewis Scott, esq., through whose formal intro
duction my first acquaintance with Dr. Franklin commenced." I esteem Mr. 
Scott as one of the most amiable characters I know of, but his particular situa
tion had been, that in the minority of the present King he was his sub-preceptor, 
and from the occasional traditionary accounts yet remaining in the family of 
Mr. Scott, I obtained the true character of the present King from his childhood 
upwards, and, you may naturally suppose, of the present ministry. I saw the 
people of this country were all wrong, by an iII-placed confidence. After the 
breaking out of hostilities I was confident their design was a total conquest. I 
wrote to Mr. Scott in May, 1775, by Captain James Josiah, now in this city. 
I read the letter to him before I closed it. I used in it this free expression : 
.. Surely the ministry are all mad; they never will be able to conquer America." 
The reception which the last petition of Congress met with put it past a doubt 
that such was their design, on which I determined with myself to write the 
pamphlet' [Common] Sense.' As I knew the time of the Parliament meet
ing, and had no doubt what sort of King's speech it would produce, my con
trivance was to have the pamphlet come out just at the time the speech might 
arrive in America, and so fortunate was I in this cast of FoHey that both of them 
made their appearance in this city on the same day. The first edition was 
printed by Bell on the recommendation of Dr. Rush. I gave him the pamphlet 
on the following conditions: That if any loss should arise I would pay it--1Uld 
in order to make him industrious in circulating it, I gave him one-half the 
profits, if it should produce any. I gave a written order to Col. Joseph Dean 
and Capt. Thos. Prior, both of this city, to receive the other half, and lay it 
out for mittens for the troops that were going to Quebec. I did this to do 
honour to the cause. Bell kept the whole, and abused me into the bargain. 
The price he set upon them was two shillings. I then enlarged the pamphlet 
with an appendix and an address to the Quakers, which made it one-third big
ger than before, printed 6,000 at my own expense, 3,000 by B. Towne, 3,000 by 
Cist & Steyner, and delivered them ready stitched and fit for sale to Mr. Brad
ford at the Coffee-house; and though the work was thus increased, and conse
quently should have borne a higher price, yet, in order that it might produce the 
general service I wished, I confined Mr. Bradford to sell.them at only one shil. 

I In '167 Paine was usher in a school in Kensington, London. For Franklin's letter see m., 
" Life 0 Paine, I, i., Jl. 4.o.-EJitw . 

. 1 Robert Aitkin. Tb.s was the P ... fUY""'".·. Mapuiflll.-EtI.·tw. 
• Scott was a Commissioner of the Board of EXClSe, by which Paine had beea employed. 

See my U Life of Pain~n i. p. 3fJ.,-Edittw. 
• .. Common Sense" appeanid Janu...., ,o, 1776.-EtI.'tw • ... 
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ling each, or tenpence by tbe dozen, and to enable him to do this, with sufficient 
advantage to himself, I let him have the pamphlets at 8 ",d. Pennsylvania cur
rency each. 

The sum of 8 ~d. each was reserved to defray the expense of printing, 
paper, advertising, etc., and such as might be given away. The state of the 
account at present is that I am £39 lIS. out of pocket, being the difference 
between what 1 have paid for printing, etc., and what I have received from 
Bradford. He has a sufficiency in his hands to balance with and clear me, 
which is all I aimed at, but by his unaccountable dilatoriness and unwillingness 
to settle accounts, I fear I shall be obliged to sustain a real loss . exclusive of 
my trouble. 

I think the importance of that pamphlet was such that if it had not appeared, 
and that at the exact time it did, the Congress would not now have been sitting 
where they are. The light which that l'erformance threw upon the snbject 
gave a turn to the politics of America which enabled her to stand her ground. 
Independence followed in six months after it, although before it was published 
it was a dangerous doctrine to speak of, and that because it was not understood. 

In order to accommodate that pamphlet to every man's purchase and to do 
honour to the cause, I gave up the profits I was justly entitled to, which in this 
city only would at the usual price of books rhave] produced me £1,000 at that 
time a day, besides what I might have matte by extending it to other States. 
I gave permission to the printers in other parts of this State [Pennsylvania] to 
print.it on their own account. I believe the number of copies printed and sold 
In America was not short of 150,ooo--and is the greatest sale that any perfor
mance ever had since the use of letters,-exclusive of the great run it had in 
England and Ireland. 

The doctrine of that book was opposed in the public newspapers under the 
signature of Cato, who, I believe, was Dr. Smith, I and I was sent for from 
New York to reply to him, which I did, and happily with success. My letters 
are under the signature of .. The Forester." It was likewise opposed in a 
pamphlet signed .. Plain Truth," but the performance was too weak to do any 
hurt Dr deserve any answer. In July following the publication of • Common 
Sense' the Associators of this State' marched to Amboy under the command of 
Gen. Roberdeau. The command was large, yet there was no allowance for 
a secretary. I offered my service voluntarily, only that my expenses should be 
paid, all the charges I put Gen. Roberdeau to was $48 ; although he frequently 
pressed me to make free with his private assistance. After tbe Associators re
turned I went to Fort Lee, and continued with Gen. [Nathaniel] Greene till 
the evacuation. 

A few days after our army had crossed the Delaware on the 8th of December, 
1776, I came to Philadelphia on public service, and, seeing the deplorable and 
melancholy condition the people were in, afraid to speak and almost to think, 
the public presses stopt, and nothing in circulation but fears and falsehoods, I 
sat down, and in what I may call a passion of patriotism, wrote the first number 
of the Crisis. It was published on .the 19th of December, which was the very 
blackest of times, being before the taking of the Hessians at Trenton.. I gave 
t!tat piece to the printer gratis, and confined him to the price of two coppers, 
which was sufficient to defray his charge. 

I then published the second number, which being as large again as the first 
number, I gave it to him on the condition of his taking only four coppers each. 
It contained sixteen pages. 

I then published the third number, containing thirty-two pages, and gave it 
to the printer, confining him to ninepence. 

When the account of the battle of Brandywine got to this city, the people 
were again in a state of fear and dread. I immediately .wrote the fourth. 
number [of the Crisis]. It con~ined only f?ur p~es, an~ as there was no less 
money than the sixth of dollars m general CIrculation, which would have been 

I The Rev. William Smith, D.D., President of the University of Philadelphia.-Editw. 
• The Flying Camp.-Edit",... 
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too great a 'price, I ordered 4,000 ,to be printed at my own private charge and 
given away. 

The fifth number I gave Mr. Dunlap, at Lancaster. He, very much against 
my consent, set half a crown upon it; he might have done it for a great deal 
less. The sixth and seventh numbers I gave in the papers. The seventh 
number would have made a pamphlet of twenty-four pages, and brought me in 
$3.000 or $4,000 in a very few days, at the price which it ought to have borne. 

Monies received since I have been in America : 

Salary for 17 months at 70 dollars per month 1 ••••••••••••••••• I,I'}O dollar5 
For rations and occasional assistance at Fort Lee.. . .•.•••••••. 141 ditto 
For defraying the expense of a journey from East Town ronnd 

by Morriss when secretary to the Indian Commission,' and 
some other matters, about 140 or 145 dollars. • • • • • • • . • • • . • . • 145 ditto 

Total of public money ••.••........•.•....... ; •.••••..• ; •••• 1,476 

In the spring, 1776. some private gentleman, thinking it was too hard that I 
should, after giving away my profits for a public good, be money out of pocket 
on account of some expense I was put to-5ent me by the hands of Mr. 
Christopher Marshall 108 dollars. 

You have here, sir, a faithful history of my services and my rewards. 

• A. Secnotary of the Congressional Committee of Foreign Aftain, 10 ",hich he was ap-
pointed April I? .,n.-Edittw. • 

• This colDlDlBli.oa met the Indian chief. at Easton. Pa., in January. ',n.-Edit"". 
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A LETTER FROM LONDON.' 

LONDON. January 5, 1789. 

"I sincerely tbank YOI1 for yoarvery friendly and welcome letter. I was in tbe 
country wben it arrived and did not receive it soon enough to answer it by the 
retarn of tbe vessel. 

" I very affectionately congratulate Mr. and Mrs. Few on their bappy mar
riage, and every brancb of the families allied by that connection; and I request 
my fair correspondent to present me to ber partner, and to say, for me, that he 
bas obtained One of tbe bighest Prizes on the wheel. Besides tbe pleasure 
which your letter gives me to bear you are all bappy and well, it relieves me 
from a sensation not easy to be dismissed; and if you will excuse a few dull 
thoughts for obtruding tbemselves into a congratulatory letter I will tell you 
what it is. Wben I see my female friends drop off by matrimony I am sensible 
of something that affects me like a loss in spite of all tbe appearance of joy: I 
cannot help mixing the sincere compliment of regret with that of congratulation. 
It appears as if I had outlived or lost a friend. It seems to me as if the original 
was no more, and tbat which she is cbanged to forsakes tbe circle and forgets 
the scenes of former society. Felicities are cares superior to those sbe formerly 
cared for. create to ber a new landscape of Life that excludes tbe little friend
ships of tbe past. It is not every Lady's mind tbat is sufficiently capacious to 
prevent those greater objects crowding out the less, or that can spare a thought 
to former friendsbips after sbe bas given ber band and heart to the man who 
loves her. But the sentiment your letter contains has prevented tbese dull Ideas 
from mixing witb the congratulations I present you, and is so congenial with 
tbe enlarged opinion I have always formed of you, that at the time I read your 
letter with pleasure, I read it witb pride because it convinces me that I bave 
some judgment in tbat most difficult science-a Lady's mind. Most sincerely 
do I wish you all the good that Heaven can' bless you witb, and as you have in 
your own family an example of domestic bappiness you are already in tbe 
knowledge of obtaining it. That no condition we can enjoy is an exemption 
from care-that some shade will mingle itself with the brightest sunsbine of 
Life--that even our affections may become the instruments of our own sorrows 
-that the sweet felicities of bome depend on good temper as well as on good 
sense. and that tbere is always something to forgive even in the nearest and 
dearest of our friends,--ere truths which, tho' too obvious to be told, ought 
never to be forgotten; and I know you will not esteem my friendship the less 
for impressing them upon you • 

.. Though I appear a sort of wanderer, the married state has not a sincerer 
friend than I am. It is the harbour of human life, and is. with respect to the 
things of tbis world, wbat tbe next world is to this. It is home; and that one 

I This letter was written to Miss Kitty NicholsoD. whom Paine had petted as a school ~l 
in Bordentown, New Jen~t and who had written to him of her approaching marriage With 
Colonel Few

1 
an emineDt Southern CODgressman. 1 am indehted to a member of that family 

for the use 0 this Jetter, remarkable for ilS historical as well as personal iDteresl • .;...,Editw. 
VOL. IV.-2'B 
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word conveys more than any other word can express. For a few years we may 
glide along the tide of youthful single \ife and be wonderfully delighted; but it 
is a tide that flows but once, and what is still worse, it ebbs faster than it flows, 
and leaves many a hapless voyager aground. I am one, you see that have ex
perienced the fate, I am describing. I I have lost my tide i it passed by while 
every thought of my heart was on the wing for the salvation of my dear Amer
ica, and I have now as contentedly as I can, made myself a little bower of 
willows on the shore that has the solitary resemblance of a home. Should I 
always continue the tenant of this home, I hope my female acquaintance will 
ever remember that it contains not the churlish enemy of their sex, not the cold 
inaccessible hearted mortal, nor the capricious tempered oddity, but one of the 
best and most affectionate of their friends • 

.. I did not forget the Dunstable hat, but it was not on wear here when I 
arrived. That I am a negligent correspondent I freely confess, and I always 
reproach myself for it. You mention only one letter, but I wrote twice; once 
by Dr. Derby, and another time by the Chevalier St. Triss-by whom I also 
wrote to Gen. Morris, Col. Kirkbride, and several friends in Philadelphia, but 
have received no answers. I had one letter from Gen. Morris last winter, which 
is all I have received from New York till the arrival of yours. 

.. I thank you for the details of news you give. Kiss Molly Field for me and 
I wish her joy,_nd all the good girls of Bordentown. How is my favorite 
Sally Morris, my boy Joe, and my horse Button? Pray let me know. Polly 
and Nancy Rogers._re they married 1 or do they intend to build bowers as I 
have done 1 If they do, I wish they would twist their green willows somewhere 
near to mine • 

.. I am very much engaged here about my Bridge. There is one building of 
my construction at Messrs. Walkers Iron 'Yo' orks in Yorkshire. and I have direc
tion of it. I am lately come from thence and shall return again in two or 
three weeks • 

.. As to news on this side the water, the King is mad, and there is great 
bustle abont appointing a Regent. As it happens, I am in pretty close intimacy 
with the heads of the opposition-The Duke of Portland, Mr. Fox and Mr. 
Burke. I have sent your letter to Mrs. Burke as a specimen of the accomplish
ments of the American Ladies. I sent it to Miss Alexander, a lady you have 
heard me speak of, and I asked her to give me a few of her thoughts how to 
answer it. She told me to write as I felt, and I have followed her advice. 

.. I very kindly thank you for your friendly invitation to Georgia and if I am 
ever within a thousand miles of you, I will come and see you: though it be but 
for a day • 

.. You touch me on a very tender part when you say my friends on your side 
the water • cannot be reconciled to the idea of my resigning my adopted 
America, even for my native England.' They are right. Though I am in as 
elegant style of acquaintaince here as any American that ever came over. my 
heart and myself are 3000 miles apart; and I had rather see my horse Button 
in his own stable, or eating the grass of Bordentown or Morrisania, than see all 
the pomp and show of Europe . 

.. A thousand years hence (for I must indulge in a few thoughts). perhaps in 
less, America may be what England now is! The innocence of her character 
that won the hearts of all nations in her favor may sound like a romance, and 
her inimitable virtue as if it had never been. The ruin of that liberty which 
thousands bled for, or suffered to obtain, may just fumish materials for a vil-

• Paine'. marriage and separation from his 'wife had been k~t a .0CTet in America, wh .... 
the U Tories tI would have used it to break the iDftuence of hiS patriotic writings.. In the 
absence of any divorce law in England, a separation under the Common Law was generally 
held as pronouncing tbe marria~ a nullity iJIJ ,'"iti.. According to Chalmers, Paine was dis
satisfied with articles of "'pal'at1on drawn up by an attorney, Josi .. Smith, May • ., 17740 and 
insisted on new ones to which tbec1ergymnn was a party. Tile "common lawyers '~ed 
the marriage as completely annulled, and Paine, in America certainly, was free to marry again. 
However, he evidently never thought of doing 90, and that his relations with ladies were chaste . 
AI aftocti.onate appcanl in this letter to Mrs. Few, and in his correspondence geuera1ly.-EII,.,.... 
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lage tale or extort a sigh from rustic sensibility, while the fashionable of that 
day, enveloped in dissipation, sball deride the principle and the fact • 

.. When we contemplate the fall of Empires and the extinction of nations of 
the ancient world, we see but little to excite our regret than the mouldering 
ruins of pompous palaces, magnificent monuments, lofty pyramids,and walls 
and towers of the most costly workmanship. But when the Empire of America 
,;hall fall, the subject for contemplative sorrow will be infinitely greater than 
crumbling brass or marble can inspire. It will not then be said, here stood a 
temple of vast antiquity,-here rose a Babel of invisible height, or there a 
palace of sumptuous extravagance; but here, ah painful thought! the noblest 
work of human wisdom, the grandest scene of human glory, the fair cause of 
freedom rm;e and fell ! 

.. Read this and then ask if I forget America-But 1 '11 not be dull if I can 
help it, so I leave off, and close my letter to-morrow, which is the day the mail 
is made up for America • 

.. January 7th. I have heard this morning with extreme concern of the death 
cf our worthy friend Capt. Read. Mrs. Read lives in a house of mine at Bor
dentown, and you will mnch oblige me by telling her how much I am affected 
by her loss; and to mention to her, with that delicacy which such an offer and 
situation require, and which no one knows better how to convey than yonrself, 
that the two years' rent which is due I request her to accept of, and to consider 
herself at home till she hears further from me • 

.. This is the severest winter I ever knew in England; the frost has continued 
upwards of five weeks, and is still likely to continne. All the vessels from 
America have been kept off by contrary winds. The Polly and the .. Pigeon .. 
from Philadelphia and the Eagle from Charleston are jnst got in • 

.. If you should leave New York before I arrive (which I hope will not be 
the case) and should pass through Philadelphia, I wish you would do me the 
favor to present my compliments to Mrs. Powell, the lady whom I wanted an 
cpportunity to introduce you to when you were in Philadelphia, but was pre
vented by your being at a honse where I did not visit . 

.. There is a Qnaker favorite of mine at New York, formerly Miss Watson 
cf Philadelphia; she is now married to Dr. Lawrence and is an acquaintance of 
Mrs. Oswald; be so kind as to make her a visit for me. You will like her con
versation. She has a little of the Quaker primness-but of the pleasing kind
about her • 

.. I am always distressed at closing a letter, because it seems like taking 
leave of my friends after a parting conversation.-Captain Nicholson, Mrs. 
Nicholson, Hannah, Fanny, James, and the little ones, and you my dear Kitty, 
and your partner for life-God bless you all ! and send me safe back to my 
much loved America I . 

THOMAS PAINE = aet. 52 
or if you better like it -

COMMON SENSE . 

.. This comes by the packet which sails from Falmouth, 300 miles from 
London; but by the first vessel from London to New York I will send you 
some magazines. In the mean time be so kind as to write to me by the 
first opportunity. Remember me to the family at Morrisiana, and all mt 
friends at New York and Bordentown. Desire Gen. Morris, to take another 
guinea of Mr. Constable who has some money of mine in his hands, and give 
it to my boy Joe. Tell Sally to take care of • Button.' Then direct for me at 
Mr. Peter Whiteside's London. When you are at Charleston remember me to 
my dear old friend Mrs. Laurens, Col. and Mrs. L. Morris, and Col. Wash. 
ington j and at Georgia, to Col. Walton. Adieu." 
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SCIENTIFIC MEMORANDA. 

Trees and Fountains.' 

DEAll SIll.: I enclose you a Problem, not about Bridges but Trees; and to 
explain my meaning I begin with a fountain. The Idea seems far-fetched,
but Fountains and Trees are in my walk to Challiot. Suppose Fig. I. a foun
tain. It is evident that no more water can pass thro' the branching Tubes 
than pass thro' the trunk. Secondly that. admitting all the water to pass 
with equal freedom. the sum of the squares of the diameters of the two first 
branches must be equal to the square of the diameter of the Trunk; also the 
sum of the squares of the four Branches must be equal to the two; and the sum 
of the squares of the eight Branches must be equal to the four. And therefore 
8. 4. 2. and the Trunk, being reciprocally equal, the solid content of the whole 
will be equal to the Cylinder (Fig. 2) of the same diameter of the trunk, and 
height of the fountain. 

Carry the Idea of a fountain to a Tree growing. C.onsider the sap ascending 
in capillary tubes like the water in the fountain, and no more sap will pass 
thro' the Branches than passes thro' the Trunk. Secondly, consider the 
Branches as so many divisions and sub-divisions of the Trunk, as they are in 
the fountain, and that their contents are to be found by some rule-with the 
difference only of a Pyramidal figure instead of a Cylindrical one. Therefore, 
to find the quantity of timber (or rather loads) in the Tree (figure 3,) draw a 
Pyramid equal to the height of the Tree (as in Fig 4), taking for the inclination 
of the Pyramid, the diameter at the bottom, and at any discretionary height 
above it (which in this is as 3 and 2.) 

P. S.-As sensible men should never guess, and as it is impossible to judge 
without some point to begin at, this appears to me to be that point; and 
[onel by which a person may ascertain near enough the quantity [of] Timber 
and foads of wood in any quantity of land. And he may distinguish them into 
Timber, wood and faggots. _ 

Attraction." 
YoUR saying last evening that Sir Isaac Newton's principle of gravitation 

would not explain, or could not apply as a rule to find, the quantity of the at
traction of cohesion, and my replying that I never could comprehend any meaning 
in the tenn .. Attraction of Cohesion" -the result must be, that either I have a dull 
comprehension, or that the term does not admit of comprehension. It appears 
to me an Athanasian jumble of words, each of which admits of a clear and dis
tinct Idea, but of no Idea at all when compounded. I 

I Undated, but written at Paris, in 1788, aDd left with ]efferson, residing at Challiot.
Edit"". 

• Left with ]efferson at Paris, undated. . 
• Thi:lhrase U Athana.nan Jumble of words. n used more than five years before Paine had 

=~~'I:ilio::".!.E~~!.~ca1 heresies, suggests that the czeed. had been diScussed with his friend 
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The immense difference there is between the attracting power of two Bodies, 
at the least possible distance the mind is capable of conceiving, and the great 
power that instantly takes place to resist separation when the two Bodies are in
corporated, prove to me that there is something else to be considered in the 
case than can be comprehended by attraction or gravitation. Yet this matter 
appears sufficiently luminous to me, according to my own line of Ideas. 

Attraction is to matter, what desire is to the mind; but cohesion is an entirely 
different thing, produced by an entirely diJlerent cause-it is the effect of the 
figure of matter. 

Take two iron hooks,-the one strongly magnetical,_nd bring them to 
touch eacb other, and a very little force will separate them for they are held 
together only by attraction. But their figure renders them capable of holding 
each otber witb infinitely more power to resist separation than attraction can ; 
by hooking them. ' 

Now if we suppose the particles of Matter to have figures capable of interlock
ing and embracing each other we shall have a clear distinct Idea between 
cohesion and attraction, and that they are things totally distinct from eacb other 
and arise from as different causes. 

The welding of two pieces of Iron appears to me no other than entangling the 
particles in much the same manner as turning a key within the wards of a 
lock,_nd if our eyes were good enough we should see how it was done. 

I recollect a scene at one of the Theatres that very well explains the differ
ence between attraction and cohesion. A condemned lady wishes to see her 
child and the child its mother-this call attraction. They were admitted to 
meet, but when ordered to part they threw their arms round each other and fas
tened their persons together. This is what I mean by cohesinn,-which is a 
mechanical contact of the figures of their persons, as I believe all cohesion is. 

Tho' the term" GJlracno,. of (o/Usion" has always appeared to me like, the 
Athanasian Creed, yet I think I can help the Philosophers to a better explana
tion of it than what they give themselves-which is, to suppose the attraction to 
continue in such a direction as to produce the mechanical interlocking of the 
figure of the particle.~ of the bodies attracted. 

Thus suppose a male and female screw lying on a table, and attracting each 
other with a force capable of drawing them together. The direction of the at
tracting power to be a right line till the screws begin to touch each other, and 
then, if the direction of the attracting power be circular, the screws will be 
screwed together. But even in this explanation, the cohesion is mechanical, and 
the attraction serves only to produce the contact. 

While I consider attraction as a quality of matter capable of acting at a dis
tance from the visible presence of matter, I have as clear an Idea of it as I can 
have of invisible things. 

And while I consider cohesion as the mechanical interlocking of the particles 
of matter, I can conceive the possibility of it much easier than I can attraction, 
because I can, by crooking my fingers, see figures that will interlock-but no 
visible figure can explain attraction •• Therefore to endeavour to explain the less 
difficulty hy the greater appears to me unphilosophical. The cohesion which 
others attribute to attraction and which they cannot explain, I attribute to 
figure, which I can explain. . 

A number of fish hooks attracting and moving towards each other will shew 
me there is such a thing as attraction, but I see not how it is performed, but 
their figurative hooking together shews cohesion visibly. And a handful of fish 
hooks thrown together in a heap explains cohesion better than all the Newtonian 
Philosophy. It is with Gravitation, as it is with all new discoveries, it is ap
plied to explain too many things. 

It is a rainy moming, and I am waiting for Mr. Parker, and in the mean 
time, having nothing else to do, I have amused myself with writing this. 
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On the Means of Generating .iWotion for Mechanical Uses.' 

As the limit of the Mechanical powers, properly so called, is fixt-in Nature 
no addition or improvement otherwise than in the application of them, can be 
made. To obtain a still greater quantity of power we must have recourse to the 
natural powers, and for usefulness, combine them with the Mechanical powers. 
Of this kind are wind and water, to which has since been added steam. The 
first two cannot be generated at pleasure. We must take them where and when 
we find them. It is not so with the Steam Engine. It can be erected in any 
place and act in all times where a well can be dug and fuel can be obtained. 
Attempt~ have been inade to apply this power to the purpose of transportation. 
as that of moving carriages on land and vessels on the water. The first I be
lieve to be impracticable, because I suppose, that the weight of the apparatus 
necessary to produce steam is greater than the power of the steam to remove 
that weight and consequently that the steam engine cannot move itself. 

The thing wanted for purposes of this kind, and if applicable to this may be 
applicable to many others, is something that contains the greatest quantity of 
power in the least quantity of weight and bulk, and we find this property in gun
powder. When I consider the wisdom of nature I must think that she endowed 
matter with this extraordinary property for other purposes than that of destruc
tion. Poisons are capable of other uses than that of killing. 

If the power which an ounce of Gun-powder contains could be detailed out as 
steam or water can be, it would be a most commodious natural power, because 
of its small weight. and little bulk; but gun powder acts, as to its force, by ex
plosion. In most machinery operations the generating power is applied to pro
duce a rotary motion on a wheel, and I think that gun powder can be applied to 
this purpose. But as an ounce of Gun powder or any other quantity when 00 

fire .. cannot be detailed out so as to act with equal force thro' any given space 
of time. the substitute in this case is, to divide the gun powder into a number of 
equal parts, and discharge them in equal spaces of time on the wheel, so as to 
keep it in nearly an equal and continual motion; as a boy's whipping top is kept 
up by repeated floggings. Every separate stroke given to the top acts with the 
suddenness of explosion, but produces, as to continual motion, the effect of un
interrupted power. 

When a stream of water strikes on a water wheel, it puts it in motion, and 
continues it. Suppose the water removed and that discharges of Gunpowder 
were made on the periphery of the wheel where the water strikes, would they 
not produce the same effect? . 

I mention this merely for the simplicity of the case. But the wheel on which 
Gunpowder is to act must be fitted for the purpose. The buckets or boards 
placed on the periphery of a water wheel are the whole breadth of the stream of 
water; but the parts corresponding to them on a gunpowder wheel should be 
of Iron and concave like a cup, and of no larger size than to receive the whole of 
the explosion. The back of them should be convex or oval, because in that 
shape they meet with less resistance from the air. The barrels from which the 
discharges are to be made, should. I think, be in the direction of a tangent with 
the cups. But if it should be found better to make the discharge on the solid 
periphery of the Wheel the barrels should be a tangent of a circle something less 
than the periphery of the wheel. A wheel put and continued in motion in this 
manner is represented by holding the axis of a wheel io one hand and striking 
the periphery with the other. 

If acting on the solid periphery of the wheel should be found preferable to 
acting on the cups, the wheel should be shod with Iron, the edges should be 
turned up, and the middle part fluted cross. By this means the explosion can
not well escape sideways and the fluting will be preferable to a plain surface. 

That the power of any given quantity of Gun powder can be detailed out by 
this means to act tbro' any given quantity of time, and that a wheel can be put 

Sent to Jefferson, from Paris, JUDe '5, .8m..-EtI,'ttw. 
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and continued in motion thereby, tbere is I think no doubt. Whether it will 
answer profitably in practice is another question. But the experiment, I think, 
is worth making, and the more so, because it appears one of things in which a 
small experiment decides almost positively for a large one, which is not the 
case in many other small experiments. I think the wheel for a great work 
should be large, 30 or 40 feet diameter, because the explosions would give too 
much velocity to a small one, and because the larger the wheel is, the longer 
the explosion would rest upon it and the motion will be less irregular. 

The machine which it seems to come into competition with is the steam 
engine. In the first place a steam engine is very expensive to erect. In this 
only a few Iron barrels are required. In a steam engine the expence and con
sumption of fuel is great, and this is to be compared to the expence of ,Gun 
powder, with the advantage that the interest of the money expended in erecting 
a steam engine goes towards the expence of the Gunpowder. A steam engine 
is subject to be out of order. and for this reason they frequently have two, that 
when one is repairing the other can suppy its place, or all the works dependent 
upon it must standstill. But nothing of this kind can happen to thegunpow:der 
engine, because if a barrel burst, which is all that can'happen, iLs place can be 
immediately supplied by another; but if a boiler bursts there must be a new 
one. But I will not take up your time with calculations of this kind. The 
first thing to know is, if the experiment will succeed. 

If in your retirement from business you should be disposed to vary your 
mechanical amusements, I wish you would try the effect of gunpctwder on a. 
wheel of two or three feet diameter; the smallest bored pistol there is, about the 
size of a quill would give it considerable velocity. The first experiment will be 
to observe how long it will revolve with one impulse, and then with two. If 
the wheel revolves perpendicularly fast to its axis, and a cord be fastened to the 
axis with a weighl to the end of the cord which, when tbe wheel is in motion, • 
will wind on the axis and draw up the weight, the force with which it revolves 
will be known. 

Perhaps there may be some difficulty in starting a great wheel into motion at 
first, because Gunpowder acts with a shock. In this case, might not Gunpow
der be mixed with some other material, such as is used to make sky rockets 
ascend, because this lessens the shock and prolongs the force. But I conceive 
that after the wheel is in motion, there will be scarcely any sensible shock from 
the Gunpowder. , 

As it is always best to say nothing abottt new concerts till we know som~ 
thing of their effects I shall say nothing of this till I have the happiness to see 
you, which I hope will not be long, and which I anxiously wish for. 

T.P. 
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THE IRON BRIDGE. 

LETTER TO SIR GEORGE STAUNTON, BART.' 

SIll. :-As I know you interest yourself in the success of the useful arts, and 
are a member of the society for the promotion thereof, I do myself the pleasure 
to send you an account of a small experiment I have been making at Messrs. 
Walker's iron works at this place. You have already seen the model I con
structed for a bridge of a single arch, to be made of iron, and erected over the 
river Schuylkill, at Philadelphia; but as the dimensions may have escaped 
your recollection, I will begin with stating those particulars. 

The vast quantity of ice and melted snow at the breaking up of the frost in 
that part of America, render it impracticable to erect a bridge on piers. The 
river can conveniently be contracted to four hundred feet, the model, there
fore, is for an arch of four hundred feet span; the height of the arch in" the 
i:entre, from the chord thereof, is to be about twenty feet, and to be brought 
olI on the top, so as to make the ascent about one foot in eighteen or twenty. 

The judgment of the Academy of Sciences at Paris, has been given on the 
principles and practicability of the construction. The original, signed by the 
Academy, is in my possession; and in which they fully approye and support 
the design. They introduce their opinion by saying: 

U It is certain that when such a project as that of making an iron arch of fo~ hundred feet 
span is thought of, and when we consider the effects resulting from an arch of such vast 
magnitude, it would be strange if doubts were not raised as to the success of such an enter
p:rise, from the difficulties which at first present themselves. But if such be the disposition of 
the various .parts, and the method of uniting them, tbat the collective body should present a 
whole both firm and solid, We should then no longer have the same doubts of the success of 
tbeplan.1I 

The Academy then proceed to state the reasons on which their judgment is 
fonnded, and conclude with saying: 

.. We conclude from what wahav. just remarked that Mr. Paine'. Plan of an Iron Bridge is 
ingeniously imagined, that the construction of it is simple, solid, and [roper to give it the 
necessary strength for resisting the effects resulting from its burden, an that it is deserving 
of a trial. In short, it may furnish a DeW example of the applicaboD of a metal, which has 
not hitherto been used in any works aD aD extensive scale. although on many occasions it is 
employed with the greatest success.'· 

As it was my design to pass some time in England before I returned to 
America, I employed part of it in making the small essay I am now to inform 
you of. 

My intention, when I came to the iron works, was to raise an arch of at 
least two hundred feet span; but as it was late in the fall of last year, the sea
son was too far advanced to work out of doors, and an arch of that extent too 
great to be worked within""""doors, and as I was unwilling to lose time, I 

I Sir George Leonard Staunton, LL.D. (died .Sol), an eminent physician, diplomatist, 
.... d author of a work on China.-Ediltw. 
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moderated my ambition with'a little" common sense," and began with such 
an arch as could be compassed within some of the buildings belonging to the 
works. .As the construction of the American arch admits, in practice, any 
species of curve with equal facility, I set off in preference to all others a cate
narlan arch of ninety feet span and live feet high. Were this arch converted 
into an arch of a circle, the diameter of its circle would be four hundred and 
ten feet. From the ordiuates of the arch taken from the wall where the arch 
was struck, I produced a similar arch on the floor whereon the work was to be 
fitted and framed, and there was something so apparently just when the work 
was set out, that the looking at it promised success. 

You will recollect that the model is composed of four parallel arched ribs, 
and as the nnmber of ribs may be increased at pleasure to auy breadth an arch 
sufficient for a road-~ay may require, and the arches to any number the breadth 
of a river may require, the construction of one rib would determine for the 
whole; because if one rib succeeded, all the rest of the work, to any extent, 
is a repetition. 

In less time than I expected, and before the winter set in, I had fitted and 
framed the arch, or properly the rib, completely together on the floor; it was 
then taken in pieces and stowed away during the winter, in a comer of a work 
shop, used in the meantime by the carpenters, where it occupied so small a 
compass as to be hid among the shavings; and though the extent of it is ninety 
feet, the depth of the arch at the centre two feet nine inches, and the depth at 
the branches six feet, tbe whole of it might, when in pieces, be put in an 
ordinary stage wagon, Dnd sent to any part of England. 

I returned to the works in April, and began to prepare for erecting; we 
chose a situation between a steel furnace and a workshop, which served for 
butments. The distance between those buildings was about four feet more 
than the span of the arch, which we filled up with chumps of wood at each end. 
I mention this as I shall have occasion to refer to it hereafter. 

We soon ran up a centre to turn the arch upon, and began our erections. Every 
part titted to a mathematical exaClness. The raising an arch of this construc
tion is different to the method of raising a stone arch. In a stone arch they 
begin at the bottom, on the extremities of the arch, and work upwards, meet
ing at the crown. In this we began at the crown by a line perpendicular there
to and worked downward each way. It differs likewise in another respect. A 
stone arch is raised by sections of the curve, each stone being so, and this by 
concentric curves. The effect likewise of the arch upon the centre is different, 
for as stone arches sometimes break down the centre by their weight, this, on 
the contrary, grew lighter on the centre as the arch increased in thickness, so 
much so, that before the arch was completely finished, it rose· itself off the 
centre the full thickness of the blade of a knife from one butment to the other. 
and is, I suppose, the first arch of ninety feet span that ever struck itself. 

I have already mentioned that the spaces between the ends of the arches 
and the butments were filled up with chumps of wood, and those rather in a 
damp state; and thongh we rammed them as close as we could, we could not 
ram them so close as the drying, and the weight of the arch, or rib, especially 
when loaded, would be capable of doing; and we had now to observe the 
effects which the yielding and pressing up of the wood, and which corresponds 
to the giving away of the butments, so generally fatal to stone arches, would 
have upon this. 

We loaded the rib with six tons of pig iron, beginning at the centre, and 
proceeding both ways, which is twice the weight of the iron in the rib, as I 
shall hereafter more particularly mention. This had not the least visible effect 
on the strength of the arch, but it pressed the wood home, so as to gain in 
three or fonr days, to~ether with the drying and the shrinking of the wood, 
above a quarter of an lDch at each end, and consequently the chord or span of 
the arch was lengthened above half an inch. As this lengthening was more 
than double the feather of the keystone in a stone arch of these dimensions, 
such an alteration at the butment would have endangered the safety of the 
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stolle arch: while it prodllced on this no other than the proper mathematical 
effect. To evidence this, I had recourse to the cord still swinging on the wall 
from which the cnrve of the arch was taken. I set the cord to ninety feet 
span, and· five feet for the height of the arch, and marked the curve on the 
wall. I then removed the ends of the cords horizontally something more than 
a quarter of an inch at each end. The cord should then describe the exact 
catenarian curve which the rib had assumed by the same lengthening at the 
butments; that is, the rising of the cord should exactly correspond to the lower
ing of the arch, which it did through all their corresponding ordinates. The 
cord had risen something more than two inches at the centre, diminishing tG 
nothing each way, and the arch had descended the same quantity, and in the 
same proportion. I much doubt whether a stone arch, could it be constructed 
as flat as this: could sustain such an alteration j and, on the contrary, I see nG 
reason to doubt but an arch on this construction and dimensions, or correspond
ing thereto, might be let down to half its height, or as far as it would descend, 
with safety. I say .. as far as it would descend," because the construction 
renders it exceedingly probable that there is a point beyond which it would not 
descend, but retain itself independent of butments; but this cannot be 
explained but by a sight of the arch itself. 

In four or five days, the arch having gained nearly all it could gain on the 
wood, except what the wood would lose by a summer's drying, the lowering of 
the arch began to be scarcely visible. The weight still continues on it, tG 
which I intend to add more, and there is not the least visible effect on the per
fect curvature or strength of the arch. The arch having thus gained nearly a 
solid bearing on the wood and the butments, and the days beginning to be 
warm, and the nights continuing to be cool, I had now to observe th~ effects of 
the contraction and expansion of the iron. 

The Academy of Sciences at Paris, in their report on the principles and con
struction of this arch, state these effects as a matte!' of perfect indifference tG 
the arch, or to the butments, and the experience establIShes the truth of their 
opinion. It is probable the Academy may have taken, in part, the observa
tions of M. PeronDet, architect to the King of France, and a member of the 
Academy,. as some ground for that opinioD. From the observatioDs of M. 
Peron net, all arches, whether of stone or brick, are constantly ascendiDg or de
scending by the changes of the weather, so as to render the difference perceptible 
by taking a level, and that all stone and brick buildiDgs do the same. In short, 
that matter i~ Dever stationary, with respect to its dimensions, but when the 
atmosphere is ~O; but that as arches, like the tops of houses, are open to the 
air, and at freedom to rise, and all their weight in all changes of heat and cold 
is the same, their pressure is very little or nothing affected by it. 

I hung a thermometer to the arch, where it has continued several days, and 
by what 1: can observe it equals, if not exceeds, the thermometer in exactness. 

In twenty-four hours it ascends and descends two and three tenths of an inch 
at the centre, diminishing in exact mathematical proportion each way; and no 
sooner does an ascent or descent of half a hair's breadth appear at the centre, 
but it may be proportionally discovered through the whole span of ninety feet. 
I have affixed an index which multiplies ten times. and it can as easily be mul
tiplied an hundred times: could I make a line of fire on each side the arch, so 
as to heat it in the same equal manner through all its parts, as the natural air 
does, I would try it up to blood heat. I will not attempt a description of the 
construction; first, because you have already seen the model; and, secondly, 
that I have often observed that a thing may be so very simple as to baffle de
scl'iption. On this head I shall only say, that I took the idea of constructing 
it from a spider's web, of which it resembles a section, and I naturally sup
posed, that when Nature enabled that insect to make a web, she taught it the 
best method of putting it together. 

Another idea I have taken from Nature is, that of increasing the strength of 
matter by causing it to act over a larger space than it would occupy in a solid 
state, as is evidenced in the bones of animals, quills of birds, reeds. canes, etc., 
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which, were they solid with the same quantity of matter, would have the same 
weight with a much less degree of strength. 

I have already mentioned that the quantity of iron in this rib is three tons) 
that an arch of sufficient width for a bridge is to be composed of as many ribs 
as that width requires; and that the number of arches. if the breadth of a river 
requires more than one. may be multiplied at discretion. 

As the intention of this experiment was to ascertain, first, the practicability 
of the construction, and secondly. what degree of strength any given quantity 
of iron would have when thus formed into an arch, I employed in it no more 
than three tons, which is as small a quantity as could well be used in the ex
periment. It has already a weight of six tons constantly lying on it, without 
any effect on the strength or perfect curvature of the arch. What greater 
weight it will bear cannot be judged of; but taking even these as data, an arch 
of any strength, or capable of bearing a greater weight than can ever possibly 
come upon any bridge, may be easily calculated. 

The river Schuylkill, at Philadelphia, as I have already mentioned, requires 
a single arch of four hundred feet span. The vast quantities of ice render it 
impossible to erect a bridge on piers, and is the reason why no bridge has been 
attempted. But great scenes insl.'ire great ideas •. The natural mightiness of 
America expands the mind, and It partakes of the greatness it contemplates. 
Even the war, with all its evils, had some advantages, It energized invention 
and les.ened the catalogue of impossibilities, At the conclusion of it every 

. man returned to his home to repair the ravages it had occasioned, and to think 
of fJJ{J" no more, As one amongst thousands who had borne a share in that 
memorable revolution, I returned with them to the re-enjoyment of quiet life, 
and, that I might not be idle, undertook to construct a bridge of a single arch 
for this river. Our beloved General had engaged in rendering another river. 
the Patowmac, navigable, The quantity of iron I had allowed in my plan for 
this arch was five hundred and twenty tons, to be distributed into thirteen ribs, 
in commemoration of the Thirteen United States, each rib to contain forty 
tons; but although strength is the first object in works of this kind, I shall, 
from the success of this experiment, very considerably lessen the quantity of 
iron I had proposed, 

The Academy of Sciences, in their report upon this construction, say, c. there 
is one advantage in the construction of M. Paine's bridge that is singular and 
important, which is, that the success of an arch to any span can be determined 
before the work be undertaken on the river, and with a small part of the ex
pense of the whole, by erecting part on the ground." 

As to its appearance, I shall give you an extract of a letter from a gentleman 
in the nEighborhood, member in the former parliament for this county, who. in 
speaking of the arch, says, .. I n point of elegance and beauty, it far exceeds !!Iy 
expectalions, and it is certainly beyond anything I ever saw." I shall,likewlSe 
mention that it, is much visited and exceedingly admired by the ladles, who. 
though they may not be much acquainted with mathematical principles. are 
certainly judges of taste. 

I shall clo.e my letter with a few other observations, naturally and necessarily 
connected with the subject. 

That; contrary to the general opinion, the most preservative si~ation in 
which iron can be placed is within the atmosphere of water, whether It be that 
the air is less saline and nitrous than that which arises from the filth of streets, 
and the fermentation of the earth, I am not undertaking to prove; I speak 
only of fact, which any body may observe by.the ring,s and bolts in wharfs and' 
other watery situations. I never yet saw the tron chalD affixed to a well·bucket 
consumed or injured by rust; and I believe !t,is impossible t? fi~d iron exposed 
to the open air in the same preserved condItIon as that whIch IS exposed over 
water, 

A method of extending the span and lessening the height of arches bas always 
been the desideratun. of bridge architecture. But it has other advantages. It 
renders bridges capable of becoming a portable manufacture. as they may, on 
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this construction. be made and sent to any part of the world ready to be erected; 
and at the same time it greatly increases the magnificence. elegance, and beauty 
of bridges. it considerably lessens their expense, and their appearance by re
painting will be ever new; and as they may be erected in all situations where 
stone bridges can be erected, they may, moreover, be erected in certain situa
tions where, on account of ice. infirm foundations in the beds of rivers, low 
shores, and various other causes, stone bridges cannot be erected. The last 
convenience, and which is not inconsiderable, that I shall mention is. that after 
they are erected, they may very easily be taken down without any injury to the 
materials of the construction, and be re-erected elsewhere. 

I am, sir, 
Your much obliged and obedient humble servant, 

THOMAS PAIN&. 
(Rotherham, spring of 1789.) 
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APPENDIX E. 

THE CONSTRUCTION OF IRON BRIDGES. 

As bridges. and the method of constructing them. are becoming objects of 
great importance throughout the United States. and as there are at this time 
propOliRls for a bridge over the Delaware. and also a bridge beginning to be 
erected over the Schuylkill at Philadelphia, I present the public with some ac
count of the construction of iron bridges. 

The following memoir on that subject written last winter at the Federal City. 
was intended to be presented to Congress. But as the session would necessarily 
be short. and as several of its members would be replaced by new elections at 
the ensuing session. it was judged better to let it lie over. . In the mean time, 
on account of the bridges DOW in 'contemplation, or begun, I give the memoir 
the opportunity of appearing before the public, and the persons concerned in 
those works. 

N.D.-The two models mentioned in this memoir will, I expect, arrive at 
Philadelphia by the next packet. from the federal city and will remain for some 
time in Mr. Peale's museum. 

THOMAS PAINE. 
BOIIDIDITO ..... June. 1803. 

TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

I HAVE deposited in the office of the Secretary of State. and under the care of 
the Patent Office, two models of iron bridges; the one in pasteboard. the other 
cast in metal. l As they will show, by inspection, the manner of constructing 
iron bridges, I shall not take up the time of Congress with a description of them. 

My intention in presenting this memoir to Congress. is to put the conntry in 
possession of the means and of the right of making use of the construction 
freely; as I do not intend to take any patent right for it. 

As America abounds in rivers that interrupt the land communication. and as 
by violence of floods. and the breaking up of the ice in the spring, the bridges 

,depending for support from the bottom of the river are frequently carried 
away. I turned my attention. after the revolutionary war was over, to find a 
method of constructing an arch. that might, without rendering the height in
convenient or the ascent difficult. extend at once from shore to shore. over 
rivers of three. four. or five hundred feet. and probably more. . 

The rrinciple I took to begiu with, and work upon. was that the small seg
meut 0 a large circle was preferable to the great segmeut of a small circle. 
The appearauce of such arches, and the manner of forming and putting the 
parts together. admit of many varieties, but the principle will be the same in 
all. The bridge architects that I conversed with in England denied the prin

. ciple. but b was generally supported by mathematicians, and experiment has 
now established the fact. 

In 1786, I made three models, partly at Philadelphia, but mostly at Borden
town in the state of New-Jersey. One model was in wood. one in cast iron. 

I For ... account of the making of these models see vol. iii., p. 3~. of this work.-Edittn'. 
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and one in wrought iron connected with blocks of wood, representing cast iron 
b~ocks, but all on the same principle, that of the small segment of a large 
QI'cle; 

I took the last mentioned one with me to France in 1787, and presented it to 
the Academy of Sciences at Paris for their opinion of it, The Academy 
appointed a committee of three pf their own body-Mons. Le Roy, the abbe 
Bossou, and Mons. Borda. The first was an acquaintance of Dr. Franklin, 
and of Mr. Jefferson, then Minister at Paris. The two others were celebrated 

. lIS mathematicians. I presented it as a model for a bridge of a single arch of 
400 feet span over the river Schuylkill at Philadelphia. The committee brought 
in a report which the Academy adopted-that an arch on the principle and 
construction of the model, in their opinion, might be extended 400 feet, the ex
tent proposed. 

In September of the same year, I sent the model to Sir Joseph Banks, presi
sident of the Royal Society in England, and soon after went there myself. 

In order to ascertain the truth of the principle on a larger scale than could 
be shown by a portable model five or six feet in length, I went to the iron 
foundery of Messrs. Walker, at Rotherham, county of Yorkshire, in England, 
and had a complete rib of 90 feet span, and 5 feet of height from the cord line 
to the centre of the arch, manufactured and erected.! It was a segment of a 
circle of 410 feet diameter; and until this was done, no experiment on a circle 
of such an extensive diameter had ever been made in architecture, or the prac
ticability of it supposed. 

The rib was erected between a wall of a furnace belonging to the iron works, 
and the gable el\d of a brick building, which served as butments. The weight 
of iron in the rib was three tons, and we loaded it with double its weight in 
pig iron. I wrote to Mr. Jefferson who was then at Paris, an account of this 
experiment, and also to Sir Joseph Banks in London, who in his answer to me 
says-" I look for many oth .. r bold improvements from your countrymen, the 
Americans, who think with vigour, and are not fettered with the trammels of 
science before they are capable of exerting their mental faculties to advantage." 
On the success of this experiment, I entered into an agreement with the iron
founders at Rotherham to cast and manufacture a complete bridge, to be com
posed of five ribs of 210 feet span, and 5 feet of height from the cord line, 
being a segment of a circle 610 feet diameter, and send it to London, to be 
erected as a specimen for establishing a manufactory of iron bridges, to be sent 
to any part of the world. The bridge was erected at the village of Paddington, 
near London, but being in a plain field, where no advantage could be taken of 
butments without the expense of building them, as in the former case, it served 
only as a specimen of the practicability of a manufactory of iron bridges. It 
was brought by sea, packed in the hold of a vessel, from the place where it was 
made; and after standing a year was taken down, without injury to any of its 
parts, and might be erected any where else. 

At this time my bridge operations became suspended. Mr. Edmund Burke 
published his attack on the French revolution and the system of representative 

1 See Guest's" Historic Notices of Rotherham,U where two letters of Paine appear. The 
tradition that Paine wrote there his" Age of Reason," and the similar one at Bromley, Kent, 
suggest that Paine may already have given exgression in conversation to his deistical views. 
With rellU'd to the model arch the following extract from an unpublished letter, written from 
London 1>y Paine (Feb •• 6, 1789) to Thomas Walker, Rotherham, will be read with interest: 
"I wrote to the President of the Board of Works last Monday wishing him to begin making 
preparations for erecting the arch.' I am so confident of his jud~ent that I can safely rely 
upon his going on as far as he pleases without me, and at any rate I shall not be long before I 
Vlsit Rotherham.-I had a letter yesterday from Mr. Foljambe apologizing for his being 
obli~d unexpectedly to leave town without Calling on me\ but that he should be in London 
again in a few days. He concludes his letter by saying: • I saw the Rib of your Bridge. In 
point of eloquence and beauty it far exceeded my expectations, and is certainly beyond an~ 
thing I ever saw.1t You will please to inform the President what Mr. Foljambe says. as I 
think him entitled to participate in the applause. Mr. Fox of Derby called again on me last 
evening respecting the Bridge, but I was not at home. There is a project of erecting a Bridge 
at Dublin, which will be a large undertaking \ and as the Duke of Leinster and the other 
deputies from Ireland are arrived, I intend makmg an opportunity of speaking to them OD that 
busin ..... "-.E.tiiltw. 
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government, and in defence of government by hereditary succession. a thing 
wbich is io its natore an absurdity, because it is impossible to make wisdom 
hereditary; aod tberefore, so far as wisdom is necessary in a government, it 

.must be looked for where it can be found, sometimes in one family, sometimes 
in anotber. History informs us that the son of Solomon was a fool. He lost 
ten tribes out of twelve (z Cbron. ch. x.). There are those in later times who 
lost thirteen.' 

The publication of this work by Mr. Burke, absurd in its principles aod out
rageous in its manner, drew me, as I have said. from my bridge operations, aod 
my time became employed in defeoding a system then established and operat
ing in America, and which I wished to see peaceably adopted in Europe. I 
tberefore ceased my work on the bridge to employ myself 00 tbe more neces
aary work, Bignts of Man, in answer to Mr. Burke. 

10 1792, a Convention was elected in France for the express purpose of form
ing a Constitotion on the authority of the people. as had been done in America. 
(If which Convention I was elected a member. I was at this time io England, 
and knew nothing of my being elected till the arrival of the person who was 
sent officially to inform me of it. 

During my residence in France, which was from 179z to 1802, an iron bridge 
(If 236 feet span, and 34 of height from the cord line, was erected over the river 
Wear near the town of Sunderland, in the county of Durham, England. It 
was done chieBy at the expense of the two Members of Parliament for that 
county. Milbanke and Burdon. 

It happened that a very intimate friend of mine, Sir Robert Smyth (who was 
also an acquaintance of Mr. Monroe, the American Minister. and since of Mr. 
Livingston) was then at Paris. He had beeo a colleague in Parliament with 
Milbanke, and supposing that the persons who constructed the iron bridge at 
Sunderland had made free with my model, which was at the iron works where 
the Sunderland bridge was cast, he wrote to Milbanke on the subject, and the 
following is that gentleman's answer • 

.. With respect to tbe iron bridge over the river Wear at Snnderland, it cer
tainly is a work well deserving admiration, botb for its structure and utility, 
and I have good grounds for saying that tbe first idea was suggested by Mr. 
Paine's bridge exhibited at Paddington. What difference tbere may be in some 
part of the structure, or in the proportion of wrought and cast iron, I cannot 
pretend to say, Burdon having undertaken to build tbe bridge, in consequence 
Qf his having taken upon himself whatever the expense might be beyond between 
three and four thousand pounds sterling, subscribed by myself and some other 
gentlemen. But whatever the mechanism might be, it did not supersede the 
necessity of a centre." * (The writer has here confounded a centre with a 
scaffolding.) .. Which centre (continues the writer) was esteemed a very in
genious piece of workmanship, and taken from a plan sketched out by Mr. 
Nash, an architect of great merit, who had been consulted in the outset of the 
business. when a bridge of stone was in contemplation • 

.. With respect therefore to any gratuity to Mr. Paine, though ever so desir
(IUS of rewarding the labours of an ingenious man, I do not feel how, under the 
circumstances already described, I have it in my power, having had nothing to 
do with the bridge after the payment of my subscription, Mr. Burdon then be
coming accountable for the whole. But if you can point out any mode'accord
ing to which it would be in my power to be instrumental in procuring him any 
compensation for the advantages the public may have derived from his ingenious 
model. from which certainly the outline of the Bridge at Sunderland was taken, 
be assured it will afford me very great satisfaction. t 

.. RA. MILBANKE." 

I. The thirteen American colonies.-Ea't"tw. ' 
• It is the technical term, m~ning the bo&J!ls an~ Du~bers which form. the arch upon which 

the permanent materials are laid ; when a bn4~ IS finIshed the workmen say they are ready 
to strike centre, that is to take down the scaflolding.-A "tAor. 

t The original is in my possession.-A "t40,.. 
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The year before I left France, the government of that country had it in con
templation to erect an iron bodge over the river Seine, at Paris. As all edifices 
of public. construction came under the cognizance of the Minister of the Inte
rior, (and as their plan was to erect a bridge of five iron arches of one hundred 
feet span each, instead of passing the river with a single arch, and which was 
going backward in practice, instead of forward, as there was already an iron 
arch of 230 feet in existence), I wrote the Minister of the Interior, the citizen 
Chaptal, a memoir on the construction of iron bridges, The following is his 
answer: 

.. Tile Mi"uln' 0/ tile IntwitJr IIJ tile deism TIuJrtuu Pailfll ....... I have received, 
Citizen, the obsenations that you have been so good as to address to me upon 
the construction of iron bridges. They will be of the greatest utility to us, 
when the new kind of construction goes to be executed for the first time. With 
pleasure, I assure you, Citizen, that you have rights of more than one kind to 
the thankfulness of nations, and I give you, cordially, the particular expression 
of my esteem,-CHAl'TAL." • . 

A short time before I left France, a person came to me from London with 
plans and drawings for an iron bridge of one arch over the river Thames at 
London, of 600 feet span, and sixty feet of height from the cord line. The 
subject was then before a committee of the House of Commons, but I know not 
the proceedings thereon. 

As this new construction of an arch for bridges, and the principles on which 
it is founded, originated in America, as the documents I have produced suffi
ciently prove, and is becoming an object of importance to the world, and to no 
part of It more than to our own country, on account of its numerons rivers, and 
as no experiment bas been made in America to bring it into practice, further 
than on the model I have executed myself, and at my own expense, I beg leave 
to submit a proposal to Congress on the subject, which is, 

To erect an experiment rib of about 400 feet span, to be the segment of a 
circle of at least 1000 feet diameter, and to let it remain exposed to public view. 
that the method of constructing such arches may be generally known. 

It is an advantage peculiar to the construction of iron bridges that the suc
cess of an arch of a given extent and height, can be ascertained without being 
at the expense of building the bridge; which is, by the method I propose. that 
of erecting an experiment rib on the ground where advantage can be taken of 
two hills for butments. 

I began in this manner with the rib of go feet span and 5 feet of height, being 
a segment of a circle of 410 feet diameter. The undertakers of the Sunderland 
bridge began in the same manner. They contracted with the iron-founder for 
a single rib, and, finding it to answer, had five more manufactured like it, and 
erected into a bridge consisting of six ribs, the experiment rib being one. But 
the Sunderland bridge does not carry the principle much further into practice 
than had been done by the rib of 90 feet span and 5 feet in height, being, as 
before said, a segment of a circle of 410 feet diameter: the Sunderland bridge, 
being 206 feet span and 34 feet of height, gives the diameter of the circle of 
which it is a segment to be 444 feet, within a few inches. which is but a larger 
segment of a circle of 30 feet more diameter. 

The construction of those bridges does not come within the line of any es
tablished practice of business. The stone architect can derive but little from 
the theory or practice of his art that enters into his construction of an iron 
bridge; and the iron-founder, thongh he may be expert in moulding and cast
ing the parts, when the models are given him. would be at a loss to proportion 

• The original in French, is in my ~essiOD.-A .Uuw. Lewis Goldsmith, in his U Anti
gallican Monitor" (Feb. as, 1813) says: U Paine really had a claim OD Buonapatte's govern
ment, independent of the revolutionary labou~ for a Bridge which he ~rojected to go over 
the Seine. at Paris, and which is like that of Sunderland; but Buonaparte s Minister, Chaptal,. 
told him that forei",ers could Dot make any legal c:laim. on the FlcDch co-=ent, and thus 
_ the appllcaliOD COl rid of. "-Editw. 
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them. 1lDless he was acquainted with all the lines and properties belonging to a 
circle. . 

If it should appear to Congress that the construction of iron bridges will be 
of utility to the country. and they should direct that an experiment rib be made 
for that lurpose. I will furnish the proportions for the several parts of the 
work, an give my attendance to superintend the erection of it. 

But, in any case. I have to request that this memoir may be put on the jour
nals of Congress. as an evidence hereafter, that this new method of construct: 
ing bridges originated in America. 

FaoBJIAL Crrv, Jan. 3, 1803. 
THOMAS PAINE. 

Edikwial N"II.-Paine·s Specification is given in vol. ii .• chap. 10. of this work, 
and some facts about his bridge in chap. II. (See also my .. Life of Paine." In
dex.) For the convenience of those who wish to pursue the subject I quote Bur
don's declaration: .. My Invention consists in applying iron or other metallic 
compositions to the purpose of constructing arches, upon the same principle as 
stone is now employed, by a substitution into blocks. easily portable. answering 
tothe keystones of a common arch, which being brought to bear on each other. 
Jives them all the firmness of the solid stone arch. whilst by the great vacuities 
lD the blocks and their respective distances in their lateral position, the arch 
becomes infinitely lighter than tbat of stone, and, by the tenacity of the metal, 
the parts are so intimately connected that the accurate calculation of tbe extra
dos and intrados, so necessary in stone arches of magnitude, is rendered of 
much less consequence." (Sfreifoati .... "f Rowland Bu1'tI ..... A.D. 1795, N". 
1066.) Those who are aware of the extent to which Paine's discoveries and 
.. materials" have been utilized in political and religious structures. while their 
originator's effigy (alone known to many people) has been held up to execration, 
will not wonder that while the literal effigy was being burnt throughout England 
(1792-93) his Paddington model (210 feet span) was following the usual course, 
as is stated by Dr. Smiles: .. In the meantime the hridge exhibited at Padding
ton bad produced important results. The manufacturers agreed to take it back 
as part of their debt, and the materials were afterwards used in the construction 
of the noble bridge over the Wear at Sunderland. which was erected in 1796. 
Tbe project • • • is due to Mr. Rowland Burdon, under whom Mr. T. 
Wilson served as engineer. The details differed in several important respects. 
from the proposed bridge of Paine, Mr. Burdon introdncing several new and 
original features. more particularly as regarded the framed iron panels radiating 
towards the centre in the form of voussoirs, for the pnrpose of resisting com
pression. Mr. Phipps. C. E., in a report prepared by him at the instance of 
the late Robert Stephenson • • • observes. with regard to the original de
aign.-' We should probably make a fair division of the honour connected with 
this nnique bridge, by conceding to Mr. Burdon all that belongs to a careful 
elaboration and improvement npon the designs of another, to the boldness of 
taking upon himself the responsibility of applying this idea on so magnificent a 
scale, and to his Iibera1ity and public spirit in furnishing the requisite funds; 
but we must not deny to Paine the credit of conceiving the construction of iron 
bridges of far larger span than had been made befo~e his ti~e. or of the import.. 
ant examples both as models and large .constructIons which he· caused to be 
made and publicly exhibited.' "-Smiles' .. Life of Telford. "-Edit"". 
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TO THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND ON THE INVASION OF 

ENGLAND. 

EDITOR'S PREFACE.-It may appear at this distance of time inconsistent with 
Paine's humane and peaceful principles that he should desire the invasion of 
England by Napoleon, for it is difficult to see behind the England of to-day 
the country of Pitt which was harrying the world by land and sea, seizing 
American ships and seamen, and at home imprisoning every patriot who pro
tested against royal outrages. It had become the firm faith of best men, in 
many countries, that the English people would never rise in their strength and 
stop these outrages until they could look upon the horrid face of war at their 
own doors. On the return of Napoleon from his brilliant campaign in Italy, De
cember, 1797, he consulted Paine, said the author of Rights of Ma" should 
have a statue of gold, and invited him to accompany him on his invasion of 
England, and assist his purpose of liberating the English people. Flushed 
with the great hope of giving, as he wrote to Jefferson, .. the people of England 
an opportunity of forming a government for themselves, and thereby bring 
about peace," Paine wrote a letter read by Coupe to the Council of Five 
Hundred, January 28, 1798: 

.. CITIZENS REPRESENTATIVES: Though it is not convenient to me, in the 
present situation of my affairs, to subscribe to the loan towards the descent upon 
England, my economy permits me to make a small patriotic donation. I send 
a hundred livres, and with it all the wishes of my heart for the success of the 
descent, and a voluntary offer of any service I can render to promote it.. There 
will be no lasting peace for France, nor for the world, until the tyranny and 
corruption of the English government be abolished, and England, like Italy, 
become a sister republic. As to those men, whether in England, Scotland, or 
Ireland, who, like Robespierre in France, are covered with crimes, they, like 
bim, have no other resource than committing more. But the mass of the people 
are the friends of liberty: tyranny and taxation oppress them, but they deserve 
to be free . 

.. Accept, Citizens Representatives, the congratulations of an old colleague in 
the danflers we have passed and on the happy prospect before us. Salut et 
respect. . 

Paine accompanied the expedition to Belgium, and discovered that it was, as 
he wrote to Jefferson, .. only a feint." He also discovered that Napoleon's 
enthusiasm for Rights of Ma" and its author was a feint. A London paper, 
quoted in the New York Tkopkilanthropist (1801, No. I) says: 

.. He [Paine] continued in Paris long after Bonaparte rendered himself 
supreme in the State, and spoke as freely as ever. He told the writer of this 
article, at Paris, Oil the peace of Amiens, that he was preparing for America; 
that he could not reside in comfort in the dominious of Bonaparte; that if he 
was to govern like an angel, he should always remember that he had perjured 
himself; that he had heard him swell\" that France should be a pure republic; 
and that he himself would rather die than endure .the authority of a single in-
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dividual : he would end his days in America, for he thought there was no 
liberty anywhere else." 

When Paine reached America, towards the close oE 1802, he found his friend 
Jefferson, now President, almost an enthusiast for Napoleon, and soon afterwards 
the First Consul's Civil Code, his provisions for education and Science, and the 
declaration of war against him (May 18, 1803) by England, somewhat restored 
Paine's confidence in him, The revival of the plan for a descent on England, 
whose fleets were paralyzing the commerce of the world, made Napoleon 
appear, if not a repUblican, a .. scourge of God" to arrest the aggressions of 
monarchy. But Paine little dreamed that atthe very moment when this pamphlet 
was appearing in America (May, 1804,) Napoleon was assuming at St, Cloud the 
title of Emperor! 

TO THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND 

IN casting mT eye over England and America, and comparing them together, 
the difference IS very striking. The two countries were created by the same 
_power, and peopled from the same stock. What then has caused the difference 1 
Have those who emigrated to America improved, or those whom they left 
behind degenerated 1 There are as many degrees of difference in the political 
morality of the two people as there are of longitude between the two countries. 

In the science of cause and effect, every thing that enters into the composi
tion of either must be allowed its proportion of influence. Investigating, there
fore, into the cause of this difference, we must take into the calculation the 
difference of the two systems of government, the !ureditary and the representa
tive. Under the hereditary system, it is the government that forms and fashions 
_ the- political character of the people. In the representative- system, it is the 
people that form the character of the government. Their -own happiness as 
citizens forms the basis of their conduct, and the guide of their choice. Now, is 
it more probable that an hereditary government should become corrupt, and 
corrupt the people by its example, or that a whole people should become cor
rupt, and produce a corrupt government 1 For the point where the corruption 
begins, becomes the source from whence it afterwards spreads. 

While men remained in Europe as subjects -of some hereditary potentate, 
they had ideas conformable to that condition; but when they arrived in America, 
they found themselves in possession of a new character, the character of 
sovereignty; and, like converts to a new religion, they became inspired with 
new principles. Elevated above their former rank, they considered government 
and public affairs as part_ of their own concern, for they were to pay the expence 
and they watched them with circumspection. They soon found that govern
ment was not that complicated thing, enshrined in mystery, which church and 
state, to play into each other's hands, had represented; and that to conduct it 
with proper effect, was to conduct it justly. Common sense, common honesty, 
and civil manners, qualify a man for government; and besides this, put man in 
a situation that requires new thinking, and the mind will grow up to it, for, 
like the body, it improves by exercise. Man is but a learner all his life-time. 

But whatever be the cause of the difference of character between the govern
ment and people of England and those of America, the effect arising from that 
difference is as distinguishable as the sun from the moon. We see America 
flourishing in peace, cultivating friendship with all nations, and reducing ber 
public debt and taxes, incurred by the revolution. On the contrary, we see _ 
England almost perpetually in war, or warlike disputes, and her debt and taxes 
continuallyencreasing. Could we suppose a stranger, who knew nothing of the 
origin of the two countries, he would from observation conclude that America 
was the oltl country, experienced and sage, and England the new, eccentric and 
wild. _, 

Scarcely had England drawn home her troops from America, after the revolu
tionary war, than she was on the point of plunging herself into a war with Hol-
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. . 
land, on account of the Stadtholder ; then with Russia; then with Spain, on the 
account of Nootka cat-skins; and actually with France to prevent her revolution. 
Scarcely had she made peace with France, and before she had fulfilled her own 
part of the treaty, than she declared war again to avoid fulfilling the treaty. In 
her treaty of peace with America, she engaged to evacuate the western posts 
within six months, but having obtained peace she refused to fulfil the conditions, 
and kept possession of the posts and embroiled us in an Indian war. In her 
treaty of peace with France, she engaged to evacuate Malta within three 
months, but having obtained peace she refused to evapuate Malta, and began a 
new war.) 

All these matterS pass before the eyes of the world, who form their own 
opinion thereon, regardless of what English newspapers may say of France, or 
French papers say of England. The non-fulfilment of a treaty is a case that 
every body can understand. They reason upon it as they would on a contract 
between two individuals, and in so doing they reason from a right ioundation. 
The affected pomp and mystification of courts make no alteration in the princi
ple. Had France declared war to compel England to fulfil the treaty, as a man 
would commence a civil action to compel adelinquent party to fulfil a contract,. 
she would have stood acquitted in the opinion of nations. But that Englan4. 
still holding Malta, should go to war for Malta, is a paradox not easily solved,. 
unless it be supposed that the peace was insidious from the beginning, that it 
was concluded with the expectation that the military ardour of France would 
cool, or a new order of things arise, or a national discontent prevail, that would 
favour a non-execution of the treaty, aud leave England arbiter of the fate of 
Malta. 

Something like this, which was like a vision in the clouds, must have been 
the calculation of the British ministry; for certainly they did not expect the war 
would take the turn it has. Could they have foreseen, and they ought to have 
. foreseen, that a declaration of war was the same as sending a c1Jallenge to 
Bonaparte to invade England and make it the seat of war, they hardly would 
have done it unless they were mad; for in any event such a war might produce, 
in a military view, it is England would be the sufferer unless it terminated in a 
wise revolution. One of the causes assigned for this declaration of war by the 
British Ministry, was that Bonaparte had cramped their commerce. If by 
cramping their commerce is to be understood that of encouraging and extending 
the commerce of France, he had a right, and it was his duty to do it. The 
prerogative of monopoly belongs to no nation. But to make this one of the 
causes of war, considering their commerce in consequence of that declaration is 
now cramped ten times more, is like the case of a foolish man who, after losing 
an eye in fight, renews the combat to revenge the injury, and, lolses the other 

eYThose who never experienced an invasion, by suffering it, whicIJ the English 
people have not, can have but· little idea of it. Between the two armies the 
country will be desolated, wherever the armies are, and that as much by 
their own army as by the enemy. The farmers on the coast will be the first 
sufferers; for, whether their stock of cattle, com, &c. be seized by the invading 
army, or driven off, or burnt, by orders of their own government, the effect will 
be the same to them. As to the revenue, which has been collected altogether 
in paper, since the bank stopped payment, it will go to destruction the instant 
an invading army lands; and as to effective government, there can be but little 
where the two armies are contending for victory in a country small as England 
k . . 

With respect to the general politics of Europe, the British Ministry could not 
have committed a greater error than to make Malta the ostensible cause of the 

I With .... nrd to the Westera Poses, Paine was not fully infonned. 'Ihe United States had 
failed to fuliil the Treaty as to theJ>ayment of their debts to English cteditors. For the Treaty 
with France see Pa".l. Hist .• XXXVI., p. 558. Among the reasons for the Declaration of May. 
'803, is that Hi. Majesty has learned that the French Government had .. even suggested the 
idea of a partition of the Turkish empire • "-Etlitw. 
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WIII': for though Malta is an unproductive rock, and will be an expence to any 
nation that pOtiSeSses it, there is not a power in Europe will consent that Eng. 
land should have it. ~t is ~ situation ~pable of annoying and controuling the 
commerce of other nations lD the Mediterranean: and the conduct of England 
on the seas and in the Baltic, has shewn the danger of her possessing Malta. 
Bonaparte, by opposing her claim, has all Europe with him: England, by 
asserting it, loses all. Had the English Ministry studied for an object that 
would put them at variance with all nations, from the north of Europe to the 
south, they could not have done it more effectually. 

But what is Malta to the people of England. compared with the evils and 
dangers they already suffer in consequence of it? It is their own government 
that has brought this upon them. Were Burke now living, he would be de
prived of his exclamation, that" tlu ace of eldfJall")I is cone;" for this declara
tion of war is like a challenge sent· from one knight of the sword to another 
knight of the sword to fight him on the challenger's ground, and England is 
staked as the prize. 

But though the British Ministry began this war for the sake of Malta, they 
are now artful enough to keep Malta out of sight. Not a word is now said 
about Malta in any of their parliamentary speeches and messages. The King's 
speech is silent npon the subject, and the invasion is put in its place, as if the 
invasion was the cause of the war, and not the consequence of it. This policy 
is easily seen through. The case is, they went to war without eo .... ti .. c the eost, 
or calculating upon events, and they are now obliged to shift the scenes to con
ceal the disgrace. 

If they were disposed to try experiments upon France, they chose for it the 
worst possible time, as well as the. worst possible object. France has now for 
its chief the most enterprising and fortunate man, either for deep project or 
daring execution, the world has known for many ages. Compared with him, 
there is not a man in the British government, or under its authority, has any 
chance with him. That he is ambitious, the world knows, and he always was 
so : but he knew where to stop. He had reached the highest point of proba
ble expectation, and having reduced all his enemies to' peace, had set himself 
down to the improvement of agriculture, manufactures, and commerce at home; 
and his conversation with the English ambassador, Whitworth, shewed he 
wished to continue so. In this view of his situation, could anything be worse 
policy than to give to satisfied ambition a new object, and provoke it into 
action 1 Yet this the British Ministry have done. 

The plan of a descent upon England by gun-boats, began after the first peace 
with Austria, and the acquisition of Belgium by France. Before that acquisi
tion, France had uo territory on the North Sea, and it is there the descent will 
be carried ou. Dunkirk was theu her northern limit. The English coast oppo
site to France, on the Channel, from the straits between Dover and Calais to 
the Land's End, about three hundred miles, is high, bold, and rocky, to the 
height, in many places, perpendicular, of three, four, or five hundred feet, and 
it is only where there are breaks in the rocks, as at Portsmouth, Plymouth, &c., 
that a landing can be made; and as those places conld be easily protected, be
cause England was mistress of the Channel, France had no opportunity of 
making an invasion, unless she could first defeat the English fleet. But the 
union of Belgium to France makes a new order of things. 

The English coast on the North Sea, including the counties of Essex, Suffolk, 
Norfolk, and Lincolnshire, is as level as a bowling green, and approachable in 
every part for more than two hundred miles. The shore is a clean firm sand, 
where a flat-bottomed boat may row dry a-ground. The country people use it as 
a race-ground and for other sports, when the tide is out. It is the weak and de
fenceless part' of England, and it is impossible to make it otherwise: and be
sides this, there is not a port or harbour in it where ships of the line or large 
frigates can rendezvous for its protection. The Belgic coast, and that of Hol
land, which joins it, are directly opposite this defencele~s part, and opens a new 
pasnge for invasion. The Dutch fishermen knew this coast better than the 
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English themselves, except those who live upon it; and the Dutch smugglers 
know every creek and corner in it. 

The ori~nal plan, formed in the time of the Directory, (but now much more 
extensive,) was to build one thousand boats, each sixty feet long, sixteen feet 
. broad, to draw about two feet water, to carry a twenty-four or thirty-six pounder 
in the head, and a field-piece in the stern, to be run out as soon as they touched 
ground. Each boat was to carry an hundred men, making in the whole one 
hundred thousand, and to row with twenty or twenty-five oars on a side. Bona
parte was appointed to the command, and by an agreement between him and 
me, I was to accompany him, as the intention of the expedition was to give the 
people of England an opportunity of forming a government for themselves, and 
thereby bring about peace. I have no reason to suppose this part of the plan 
is altered, because there is nothing better Bonaparte can do. As to the clamour 
spread by some of the English newspapers, that he comes for plunder, it is ab
surd. Bonaparte is too good a general to undiscipline and dissolute his army 
by plundering, and too good a politician, as well as too much accustomed to 
great achievements, to make plunder his object. He goes against the govern
ment that has declared war against him. 

As the expedition could choose its time of setting off, either after a storm, 
when th.e English would be blown off, or in a calm, or in a fog; and as thirty
six hours' rowing would be able to carry it over, the probability is it would 
arrive, and when arrived no ship of the line or large frigate could approach it, 
on account of the shoalness of the coast; and besides this, the boats would form 
a floating battery, close in with the shore, of a thousand pieces of heavy artil
lery; and the attempt of Nelson against the gun-boats at Boulogne shews the 
insufficiency of ships in such situations. About two hundred and fifty gun-boats 
were built, when the expedition was abandoned for that of Egypt, to which the 
preparations had served as a feint. 

The present impolitic war by the English government has now renewed the 
plan, and that with much greater energy than before, and with national una
nimity. All France is alive to chastise the English government tor recommen
cing the war, and all Europe stands still to behold it. The preparations for the 
invasion have already demonstrated to France what England ought never to 
have suffered her to know, which is, that she can hold the English government 
in ,terror, and the whole country in alarm, whenever she pleases, and as long as 
she pleases, and that without employing a single ship of the line, and more 
effectuslly than if she had an hundred sail. The boasted navy of England is 
outdone by gun-boats I It is a revolution in naval tactics; but we live in an 
age of revolutions. 

The preparations in England for defence are also great, but they are marked 
with an ominous trait of character. There is something sullen on the face of 
affairs in England. Not an address has been presented to the king by any 
county, city, tOWD, or corporation, since the declaration of war. The people 
unite for the protection of themselves and property against whatever events 
may happen, but they are ""I pleas~d, and their silence is the expression of their 
discontent. ' 

Another circumstance, curious and awkward, was the conduct of the 'Honse 
of Commons with respect to their address to the king, in consequence of the 
king's speech at the opening of the Parliament. The address, which is always 
an echo of the speech, was voted without opposition, and this equivocal silence 
passed for unanimity. The next thing was to present it, and it was made the 
order for the next day that the House should go up in a body to the king, with 
the Speaker at their head, for that purpose. The time fixed was half after 
three, and it was expected the procession would be numerous, three or four 
hundred at least, in order to shew their zeal and their loyalty and their thanks 
to the king for his intention of taking the field. But when half after three 
nrrived, only thirty members were present, and without forty (the number that 
makes a House) the address could not be presented. The serjeant was then 
sent out, with the authority of a press-warrant. to search for members. and by 
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four o'clock he returned with just enough to make up forty. and the procession 
set off with the slowness of a funeral; for it was remarked it went slower than 
usual. 

Such a circumstance in such a critical juncture of affairs. and on snch an 
occasion, shews at \east a great indifference toward. the government. It was 
like saying. you have brought us into a great deal of trouble, and we have no 
p,tmal thanks to make to you. We have voted the address, as a customary 
matter of form, and we leave it to find its way to you as well as it can. 

If the invasion succeed, I hope Bonaparte will remember that this war has 
not been provoked by the people. It is altogether the act of the government, 
witbout their consent or knowledge; and though the late peace appears to have 
been insidious from the first. on the part of the government. it was received by 
the people with a sincerity of joy. 

There is yet, perhaps, one way, if it be not too late, to put an end to this 
burthensome state of things. and which threatens to be worse; which is, for the 
people. now they are em bodied for their own protection. to instruct their repre
sentatives in Parliament to move for the fulfilment of the treaty of Amiens, for 
a treaty ought to be fulfilled. The present is an uncommon case, accompanied 
with uncommon circumstances, and it must be got over by means suited to the 
occasion. What is Malta to them? The possession of it might serve to extend 
the patronage and influence of the Crown, on the appointment to new offices. 
and the part that would fall to the people would be to pay the expence. The 
more acquisitions the government makes· abroad, the more taxes the people 
have to pay at home. This has always been the case in England. 

The non-fulfilment of a treaty ruins the honour of a government, and spreads 
a reproach over the character of a nation. But when a treaty of peace is 'made 
with the concealed design of not fulfilling it, and war is declared for the avowed 
purpose of avoiding it, the case is still worse. The representative system does 
not put it in the power of an individual to declare war of his own will. It must 
be the act of the body of the representatives, for it is their constituents who are 
to pay the expence. The state which the people of England are now in shews 
the extreme danger of trusting this power to the caprice of an individual, what. 
ever title he may bear. In that country this power is assumed by what is called 
the Crown, for it is not constituted by any legal authority. It is. branch 
from the trunk of monarchical despotism. . 

By this impolitic declaration of war the government of England have pnt 
every thing to issue; and no wise general would commence an action he might 
avoid, where nothing is to be gained by gaining a battle. and every tbing is to 
be lost by losing it. An invasion and a revolution, which consequently includes 
that of Ireland, stand now on the same ground. What part the people may 
finally take in a contest pregnant with such an issue is yet to be known. By 
the experiment of raising the country in mass the government have put arms 
into the hands of men whom they would have sent to Botany Bay but a few 
months before, had they found a pike in their possession. The honour of this 
project, which is copied from France, is claimed by Mr. Pitt; and no project 
of his has yet succeeded, in the end, except that of raising the taxes, and ruin. 
ing the Bank. All his schemes in the revolutionary war of France failed of 
success, and finished in discredit. If Bonaparte is remarkable for an unex
ampled series of good fortune, Mr. Pitt is remarkable for a contrary fate, and 
his want of popularity with the people, whom he deserted and betrayed on the 
question of a reform of Parliament, sheds no beams of glory round his 
projects. 

If the present eventful crisis, for an eventful one it is, should end in a revo
lution, the people of England have, within their glance, the benefit of experi. 
ence both in theory and fact. This was not the case at first. The American 
revolution began on untried ground. The representative system of govern
ment was then unknown in practice, and but little thought of in theory. The 
idea that man must be governed by effigy and show, and that superstitious 
reverence was necessary to establish authority, had so benumbed the reasoning 
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faculties of' men; that some bold e"ertion was necessary to shock them into re
flection. But the experiment has now been made. The practice of almost 
thirty years, the last twenty of which have been of peace, notwithstanding the 
wrong-headed tumultuous administration of John Adams, has proved the excel
lence of the representative system, and the NEW WORLD is now the preceptor pf 
the OLD. The children are become the fathers of their progenitors. 

With respect to the French revolution, it was begun by good men and on 
good principles, and I have always believed it would have gone on so, had not 
the provocative interference of foreign powers. of which Pitt was the principal 
and vindictive agent, distracted it into madness, and sown jealousies among t.he 
leaders. -

The people of England have now two revolutions before them. The one as 
an example; the other as a warning. Their own wisdom will direct them what 
to choose and what to avoid, and in every thing which regards their happiness, 
combined with the common good of mankind, I wish them honour and success. 

. THOMAS P AlHE. 
NEW YORK, May, 1804. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM! 

To llu Citizens of Pennsylvania on llu Proposal for tailing a 
ConvenlUm. 

As I resided in the capital of your state, Philadelphia, in the lime tllat tried 
__ II, and all my political writings, during the revolutionary war, were 
written in that city.' it seems natural for me to look back to the place of my 
political and literary birth, and feel an interest for its bappiness. Removed as 
1 now am from the place, and detached from every thing of personal party, I 
address this token to you on the ground of principle, and in remembrance of 
fonner times and friendships. 

The subject now before you, is the call of a Convention, to examine. and, if 
necessary, to reform the Constitution of the State j or to speak in the correct 
language of constitutional order, to propose written articles of reform to be ac
cepted or rejected by the people by vote, in the room of those now existing, 
that shall be judged improper or defective. There caunot be, on the ground of 
reason, any objection to this j because if no reform or alteration is necessary, 
the sense of the country will permit none to be made; and, if necessary, it win 
be made because it ougM to be made. U nti!, therefore, the sense of the 
country can be collected, and made known. by a Convention elected for that 
purpose, all opposition to the call of a Convention not only passes for nothing, 
but serves to create a suspicion that the opposers are conscious that, the C0n
stitution will not bear an examination. 

The Constitution formed by the Convention of 1776, of which Benjamin 
Franklin (the greatest and most useful man America has yet produced,) was 
president, had many good points in it which were overthrown by the Convention 
of 1790, under the pretence of making the Constitution conformable to that 
of the United States j as if the forms and periods of election for a territory ex
tensive as that of the United States is could become a rule for a single State. 

The principal defect in the Constitution of 1776 was, that it was subject, in 
practice, to too much precipitancy j but the ground-work of that Constitution 
was good. The present Constitution appears to me to be clogged with incon
sistencies of a hazardous tendency, as a supposed remedy against a precipitancy 
that might not happen. Investing any individual, by whatever name or official 
title he may be called, with a negative over the formation of the laws, is copied 
from the English government, without ever perceiving the inconsistency and 
absurdity of it, when applied to the representative system, or understanding 
the origin of it in England. a • 

The present form of government in England, and all those things called pre-

s This ..... Paine'liast political pamphlet. It was j>riated at the A "f"",.4 office, Philadel
phia. The gubernatorial election of J80k turned on this proposal, and the U DeW' eonstitution-

a1i:;~eM.bd:;fCri~ ~l!: ~~r:na~~a:!:=,op~:;,~:~b.=-~~~. 
• Cf. aD ~ponaDt ;"ote by Paine on the single executive, vol. iii .• p. zl4.-Etlittw. 
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rogatives of the Crown, of which this negative power is one, was established by 
conquest, not by compact. Their origin was the conquest of England by the 
Normans, under William of Normandy, surnamed the Conqueror, in 1066, and 
the genealOgy of its kings takes its date from him. He is the first of the 
list. There is no historical certainty of the time when Parliaments began; but 
be.the time when it may, they began by what are called grants or charters from 
the Norman Conqueror, or his successors, to certain towns, and to counties, to 
elect members to meet and serve in Parliament, * subject to his controul; and 
the custom still continues with the king of England calling the parliament "'y 
Pa"liammt .. that is, a Parliament originating from hi!. authority, and over which 
he holds controul in right of himself, derived from that conquest. It is from 
this assumed right, derived from conqnest, and not from any constitutional 
right by compact, that kings of England hold a negative over the formation of 
the laws; and they hold this for the purpose of preventing any being enacted 
that might abridge, invade, or in any way affect or diminish what they claim 
to be their hereditary or family rights and prerogatives, derived originally from 
the conquest of the country.t This is the origin of the king of England's neg
ative. It is a badge of disgrace which "is Parliaments are obliged to wear, and 
to which they are abject enough to snbmit. 

But what has this case to do with a Legislature chosen by freemen, on their 
own authority, in right of themselves? Or in what manner does a person 
styled Governor or Chief Magistrate resemble a conqueror subjugating a country, 
as William of Normandy snbjugated England, and saying to it, JIIIM ,nail MOW 
flO laws lJut wnat I ple(JI~ , The negativing power in a country like America, 
is of that kind, that a wise man would not choose to be embarrassed with it, 
and a man fond of using it will be overthrown by it. It is not difficult to see 
that when Mr. M'Kean negatived the Arbitration Act, he was induced to it as 
a lawyer', for the benefit of the profession, and not as a magiswau, for the 
benefit of the people; for it is the office of a Chief Magistrate to compose dif
ferences andpnlmt law-suits. If the people choose to have arbitrations instead 
of law-suits, why should they not have them? It is a matter that concerns them 
as individuals, and not as a State or community, and is not a proper case for 
a Governor to interfere in, for it is not a State or government concern: nor 
does it concern the peace thereof, otherwise than to make it more peaceable by 
making it less contentious. 

This negativing power in the hands of an individual ought to be constitu
tionally abolished. It is a dangerous power. There is no prescribing rules for 
the use of it. It is discretionary and arbitrary; and the will and temper of the 
person at any time possessing it, is its only rule. There must have been great 
want of reflection in the Convention that admitted it into the Constitution. 
Would that Convention have pnt the Constitution it had formed (whether good 
or bad) in the power of any individual to ne-gative? It would not. It would 
have treated such a proposal with disdain. Why then did it put the Legisla
tures thereafter to be chosen, and all the laws, in that predicament? Had that 
Convention, or the law members thereof, known the origin of the negativing 
power used by kings of England, from whence they copied it, they must have 
seen the inconsistency of introducing it into an American Constitution. We 
are not a conquered people; we know no conqueror; and the negativing power 
used by kings in England is for the defence of the personal and family preroga
tives of the successors of the conqueror against the Parliament and the People. 
What is all this to us? We know no prerogatives but what belong to the sov-
ereignty of ourselves. . 

At the time this Constitution was formed, there was a great departure from 

• P ... I'"a ...... t is a French word, brought into England by the Normans. It comes from the 
French verbj ... I.-to speak.-A .. t" ..... 

t When a kinK of England (for they are not an English race of kings) negatives an act 
passed by the Parliamen~ be does it in the Norman or French language, "'hich was the Ian
gulljl<' of the conquest, the literal translation of which is..!", "i"r""ill ddf"# "i ..... /f "f it. 
It .s the only instance of a king of England speaking nench in Parliament: and shews tbe 
origin of the negative.-..f .. t"" ... 
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the principles of the revolution, among those who then assumed the lead, ~d 
the country was grossly imposed upon. This accounts for some inconsistencies 
that are to be found in the present constitution, among which is the negativing 
power inconsistently copied from England. While the exercise of the power 
over the State remained dormant, it remained nnnoticed; but the instant it 
began to be active it began to alarm; and the exercise of it against the rights 
of the People to settle their private pecuniary differences by the peaceable mode 
of arbitratIon, without the interference of lawyers, and ·the expence and tedious
ness of eourts of law, has brought its existence to a crisis. Arbitration is of 
more importance to socie?, than courts of law, and ought to have precedence of 
them in all cases of pecuDlary concerns between individuals or parties of them. 
Who are better qualified than merchants to settle disputes between merchants, 
or who better than farmers to settle disputes between farmers? And tbe same 
for every other description of men. What do lawyers or courts of law know 
of these matters 1 They devote themselves to forms rather than to principles, 
and the merits of the case become obscure aud lost in a labyrinth of verbal per
plexities. We do not hear of lawyers going to law with each other, tbough 
the, could do it cheapertban otber people, which sbews tbey bave no opinion. 
of It for themselves. Tbe principle and rule of arbitration ougbt to be constitu
tionally establisbed. Tbe bonest sense of a country collected in Convention 
will find out how to do tbis witbout the interference of lawyers, who may be 
hired to advocate any side of any cause; for tbe case is, the practice of the bar 
is become a species of prostitution tbat ought to be controuled. It lives by en
couraging the injustice it pretends to redress. 

Courts in whicb law is practised are of two kinds. The one for criminal 
cases, the other for civil cases, or cases between individuals respecting property 
of any kind, or tbe value thereof. I know not wbat may be the numerical 
proportion of these two classes of cases to each other; but that the civil cases 
are far more nnmerous tban the criminal cases, I make no doubt of. Whether 
they be ten, twenty, thirty, or forty to one, or more, I leave to those who live 
in the State, or in the several counties tbereof, to determine. But be the pro
portion what it may, the expence to the public of supporting a Judiciary for 
both will be, in some relative degree, according to the number of cases the one 
bears to the other; yet it is only one of them that the public, as a public, have 
. Any concern with. Tbe criminal cases, being breaches of the peace, are conse
quently under the cognizance of the government of tbe State, and the expence 
of supporting tbe courts thereof belong to tbe public, because the preservation 
of the peace is a public concern. But civil cases, tbat is, cases of private prop
erty between individuals, belong wholly to the individuals themselves; and all 
that government bas consistently to do in the matter, is to establish tbe process 
by wbicb the parties concerned sball proceed and bring tbe matter to decision 
themselves, by referring it to impartial and judicious men of tbe neigbbonr
hood, of tbeir own choosing. This is by far tbe most convenient, as to time 
and place, and the cheapest method to them; for it is bringing justiCit 110m/! to 
tkei,. own doors, without tbe chicanery of law and lawyers. Every case ought 
to be determined on its own merits, without the farce of what are called prece
dents, or reports of cases; because, in the first placa, it often happens that the 
decision upon the case brought as a precedent is bad, and ought to be shunned 
instead of imitated; and, in the second place, because there are no two cases 
perfectly nlike in all their circumstances, and therefore the one cannot become 
a rule of decision for the otber. I t is justice and good judgment that preside 
by right in a court of arbitration. It is forms, quoted precedents. and contriv
ances for delay and expence to the parties, tbat govern the proceedings of a 
court of law. 

By establishing arbitrations in the room of courts of law for the adjustment 
of private cases, the public will be eased of a great part of tbe expence of the 
present judiciary establisbment; for certainly such a host of judges, associate 
Judges, presidents of circuits, clerks, and criers of courts, as are at present sup
ported at th~ public expence, will not then be necessary. Tbere are, perhaps, 



APPENDIX. 

more of them than there are criminals to try in the space of a year. Arbitra
tion will lessen the sphere of patronage, and it is not improbable that this was 
one of the private reasons ~or negativing the arbitration act: but public econ
omy, and the convenience and ease of tbe individuals, ought to have outweighed 
all such considerations •. , The present administration of the United States has 
struck off a long list of useless officers, and economised the public expenditure, 
and it is better to make a precedent of this, than to imitate its forms and long 
periods of election, which require reform themselves. A great part of the 
people of Pennsylvania make a principle of not going to law, and others avoid 
it from prudential reasons; yet all those people are taxed to support a Judiciary 
to which they never resort, which is as inconsistent and unjust as it is in 
England to make the Quakers pay tythes to support the Episcopal church. 
Arbitration will put an end to this imposition. 

Another complaint against the Constitution of Pennsylvania, is tbe great 
quantity of patronage annexed to the office of Governor. 

Patronage has a natural tendency to increase the public expence, by the 
temptation it leads to (unless in the hands of a wise man like Franklin) to mul
tiply offices within the gift or appointment of that patronage. John Adams, in 
hIS administration, went upon the plan of increasing offices and officers. He 
expected by thus increasing his patronage, and making numerous appointments, 
that he should attach a numerous train of adherents to him who would support 
his measures and his future election. He copied this from the corrupt system 
of England; and he closed his midnight labours by appointing sixteen new 
unnecessary judges, at an expence to the public of thirty-two thousand dollats 
annually. John counted ouly on one side of the case. He forgot that whl"1! 
there was tm4 man to be benefited by an appointment, all the rest had to p~. the 
cost of it; and that by attaching the one to him by patronage, he ran the risk 
of losing the many by disgust. And such was the consequence: and such will 
ever be the consequence in a free country, where men reason for themselves 
and from themselves, and not from the dictates of others. 

The less quantity of patronage a man is incum"~retl with. the safer he stands. 
He cannot please everybody by the use of it; and he will have to ref'lse, and 
consequently to displease. a greater number than he can please. Mr. Jefferson 
gained more friends by dismissing a long train of officers, than John Adams did 
by appointing them. Like a wise man, Mr. Jefferson dismantled himself of 
patronage. 

The Constitution of N ew-York, though like all the rest it has its defects, 
arising from want of experience in the representative system of government at 
the time it was formed, has provided much better, in this case, than the Con
stitution of Pennsylvania has done. The appointments in New-York are made 
by a Ctn4ncil of Appointment, composed of the Governor and a certain number 
of members of the Senate, taken from different parts of the State. By this 
means they have among them a personal knowledge of whomsoever they 
appoint. The Governor has one vote, but no negative. I do not hear com
plaints of the abuse of this kind of patronage. 

The Constitution of Pennsylvania, instead of being an improvement in the 
representative system of government, is a departure from the principles of it. 
lt is a copy in miniatnre of the government of England, established at the con
qnest of that connt,/, by William of Normandy. I have shewn this in part in 
the case of the king s negative, and I shall shew it more fully as I go on. This 
brings me to speak of the Senate. . 

The complaint respecting the Senate is the length of its duration, being four 
years. The sage Franklin has said, .. Where annual election ends, tyranny 
begins;" and no man was a better judge of human nature than Franklin, nor 
has any man in our time exceeded him in the principles of honour and honesty. 

When a man ceases to be accountable to those who elected him, and with 
whose public affairs he is entrusted, he ceases to be their representative, and is 
pnt in a condition of being their despot. He becomes the representative of 
nobody but himself. I am e/ectd, says he, for four ymrs .. yotl ~alUfOt ItIrn me 
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lilli, "allln- am I respmn61e 10 JIO" in Ike meantime. All IMt you nave 10 ib 
wiln me u 10 pay me. 

The conduct of the Pennsylvania Senate in 1800, respecting the choice of 
electors for the Presidency of the United States, shews the impropriety and 
danger of such an establishment. The manner of choosing electors ought to be 
fixed in the Constitution, and not be left to the caprice of contention. It is a 
matter equally as important. and concerns the rights and interests of the people 
as mnch as the election of members for the State Legislature, and in some in
stances much more. By the conduct of the Senate at that time, the people 
were deprived of their rigbt of suffrage, and the State lost its consequence in 
the Union. It had but one vote. The other fourteen were paired off by com
promise.-seven and seven. If the people had chosen the electors, which they 
had a right to d .. , for the electors were to represent Ike". and not to represent< 
the Senate, the Stale would have had fifteen votes which would have counted. 

The Senate is an imitation of what is called the House of Lords in England, 
and which Chesterfield, who was a member of it, and therefore knew it, calls 
.. Ike Hospital of IIK"rables." The Senate in Pennsylvania is not quite ·an 
hospital of incurables, but it took almost four years to bring it to a state of 
eo"vales&elKe. 

Before we imitate any thing, we ought to examine whether it be worth imi
tating, and had this been done by the Convention at that time, they would 
have seen that the model from which their mimic imitation was made, was no 
better than unprofitable and disgraceful lumber. 

There was no such thing in England as what is called the House of Lords 
until the conquest of that country by the Normans, under William the Con
queror, and like the king's negative over the laws, it is a badge of disgrace 
upon the country; for it is the effect and evidence of its having been reduced 
to unconditional submission. 

William, having made the conquest, dispossessed the owners of their lands, 
and divided those lands among the chiefs of the plundering army he brought 
with him, and from hence arose what is called the House of Lords. Daniel de 
Foe, in his historical satire entitled .. Tne True-6twn E"g/unman," has 
very concisely given the origin and character of this House, as follows : 

The great invadin, Norman let them know 
What conquerors, ID after times, might do ; 
To every musketeer be brought to towD, 
He gave the lands that Dever were his owa
He cantoned out the country to his men, 
And every soldier was a denizen ; 
No parliameut hi. army could disband. 

¥h~~ th::~'rf~h~~ f::ahnJa~h~:n Ltwtb, 
To llease their ~start pride with new made words, 

t:m::'b::~h! swc;,o~l~he~=,Dlad::: ~he spear, 

r!i;'\~th~ rer:\:~c:~t:~~r::~id wear; 
Whether a colonel or a corporal : 
The silent reoord blushes to reveal 
Their undescended dark original: 
-Great ancestors of yesterday they show, 
And Lord. whose fathers wer&-tlu LDrtll".II'IIJ,"' .... , 

This is the disgraceful origin of what is called the House of Lords in Eng
land, and it still retains some tokens of ·the plundering baseness of its origin. 
The swindler Dundas was lately made a lord, and is now called noble !twd / I 

Why do they not give him his proper title, and call him noble swindler, for he 
swindled by wholesale. ·But it is probable he will escape punishment; for 
Blackstone, in his commentary on the laws, recites an Act of Parliament, passed 
in 1550, and not since repealed, that extends what is called the benefit of clergy, 

I Lon! Melville, impeached in t&OS,but, as Pain~ Jlredicted, "::"'l.';'itted hy the Lord.. It w'!" 
to the oame mOD that Paine addressed two public letters (yol Wo, chaps. 5 and to of thIS 
edition).-Edit.,.. 
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that is, exemption from punishment for all clerical offences, to all lords and 
peers of the realm who could not read, as well as those who could, and also for 
•• the crimes of house-lJreaking, highway-robIJing, horse-stealing, and robbing of 
churches."· Thi~ is consistent with the original establishment of the House of 
Lords, for it was originally composed of robbers. This is aristocracy. This is 
one of the pillars of John Adams' .. stupendous fabric of hnman invention." 
A privilege for honse-breaking, highway-robbing, horse-stealing, and robbing of 
churches I John Adams knew but little of the origin and practice of the govern
ment of England. As to Constitution, it has none. 

The Pennsylvania Convention of 1776 copied nothing from the English 
government. It formed a Constitution on the basis of honesty. The defect, 
as I have already said, of that constitution was the precipitancy to which the 
·Legislatures might be subject in enacting laws. All the members of the 
Legislature established by that Constitution sat in one chamber, and debated in 
one body, and this subjected them to precipitancy. This precipitancy was 
provided against, but not effectually. The Constitution ordered that the laws, 
before being finally enacted, should be published for public consideration. But 
as no given time was fixed for that consideration, nor any means for collecting 
its effects, nor were there then any public newspapers in the State but what 
were printed in Philadelphia, the provision did not reach the intention of it, 
and thus a good and wise intention sank into mere form, which is generally the 
case when the means are not adequate to the end. 

The ground work, however, of that Constitution was good, and deserves to 
be resorted to, Every thing that Franklin was concerned in.,producing merits 
attention. He was the wise and benevolent friend of man~iches and 
honours made no alteration in his principles or his manners. 

The Constitution of 1776 was conformable to the Declaration of Indepen
dence and the Declaration of Rights, which the present Constitution is not; for 
it makes artifici<ll distinctions among men in the right of suffrage, which the 
principles of equity know nothing of; neither is it consistent with sonnd policy. 
We every day see the rich becoming poor, and those who were poor before be
coming rich. Riches, therefore, having no stability, cannot and ought not to 
be made a criterion of right. Man is man in every condition of life, and the 
varieties of fortune and misfortune are open to all. 

Had the number of representatives in the Legislature established by that 
Constitution been increased, and instead of their sitting together in one 
chamber, and debating and voting all at one time, been divided by lot into 
two equal parts, and sat in separate chambers, the advantage would have been, 
that one half, by not being entangled in the first debate, nor having committed 
itself by voting, would be silently possessed of the arguments, for and against, 
of the former part, and be in a calm condition to review the whole. And in
stead of one Chamber, or one House, or by whatever name they may be called, 
negativing the vote of the other, which is now the case, and which admits of 
inconsistencies even to absurdities, to have added the votes of both chambers 
together, and the majority of the whole to be the final decision,-there would be 
reason in this, but there is none in the present mode. The instance that 
occurred in the Pennsylvania Senate, in the year 1800, on the bill for choosing 
electors, where a small majority in that house controuled and negatived a large 
majority in the other House, shews the absurdity of such a division of legisla
tive power. 

To know if any theory or position be true or rational, in practice, the 
method is, to carry it to its greatest extent; if it be not true upon the whole, 
or be absurd, it is so in all its parts, however small. For instance, if one 
House consists of two hun~d members and the other fifty, which is about !he 
proportion theT are in some of the States, and if a proposed law be carried on 
the affirmative In the larger House with only one dissenting voice, and be nega
tived in the smaller House by a majority of one, the event will be, that twenty
seven 1=ontroul and govern two hundred and twenty-three, which is too absurd 
even f~r argument, and totally inconsistent with the principles of representative 
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goyernment, which know no difference in the valne and importance of its 
members but wbat arises from their virtues and talents, and not al all from the 
name of the House or Chamber they sit in. 

As the practice of a smaller number negativing a greater is not founded in 
reason, we must look for its origin in some otheF cause. 

The Americans have copied it from England, and it was brought into 
Engl8lld by the Norman Conqueror, and is derived from the ancient French 
practice of voting by ORDERS, of which they counted three; Ike CUrgy, (that 
lS, Roman Catholic clergy.) the N06lesse, (those who had titles,) and the 
Tin'1 Elat, or third estate, * which included all who were not of the two former 
orders, and which in England are called the Commons, or common people, and 
the house in which tney are represented is from thence called the House of 
Commons. 

Tho case with the Conqueror was, in order to complete and secure the con
quest he had made, and hold the country in subjection, he cantoned it out 
among the chiefs of his army, to whom he gave castles, and whom he dubbed 
with the title of Lwds, as is before shewn. These being dependent on the 
Conqueror, and having a united interest with him, became the defenders of 
his measures, and tne guardians of his assumed prerogative against the people; 
and when the house called the Commons House of Parliament began by grants 
and charters from the Conqueror and his successors, these Lords, claiming to 
be a distinct OIlDER from the Commons, though smaller in number, held a 
controuling or negativing vote over them, and from hence arose the irrational 
practice of a smaller number negativing a greater. 

But what are these things to us, or why should we imitate them? We have 
but one ORDER in America, and that of the highest degree, the ORDER OF 
SOVEREIGNTY, and of this ORDER every citizen is a member in his own personal 
right. Why then have we descended to the base imitiation of inferior things ? 
By the event of the Revolution we were put in a condition of thinking 
originally. The history of past ages shews scarcely anything to us but in
stances of tyranny and antiquated absurdities. We bave copied some of them, 
and experienced the folly of them. 

Another subject of complaint in Pennsylvania is the Judiciary, and this ap
pears to require a thorou~h reform. Arbitration will of itself reform a great 
part, but much will remalD to require amendment. The courts of law still con
tinue to go on, as to practice, in tbe sanJe manner as when the State was a 
British colony. They have not yet arrived at the dignity of independence. 
They hobble along by the stilts and crutches of English and, antiquated 
precedents. Their pleadings are made up of cases and reports from English 
law books; many of which are tyrannical, and all of them now foreign. to 
us. Our conrts require to be domesticated, for as they are at present con
ducted, they are a dishonour to the national sovereignty. Every case in Amer
ica ought to be determined on its own merits, according to American laws, and 
all reference to foreign adjudications prohibited. The introduction of them 
into American courts serves only to waste time, embarrass causes, and perplex 
juries. This reform alone will reduce cases to a narrow compass easily under
stood. 

The terms used iu courts of law, in sheriffs' sales, and on several other occa
sions, in writs, and other legal proceedings, require reform. Many of those 
terms are Latin, and others French. The Latin terms were brought into 
Britain by the Romans, who spoke Latin, and who continued in Britain between 
four and five hnndred years, from the first invasion of it by Julius Calsar, fifty
two years before the Christian era. The French terms were brought by the 
Normans when they conquered England in 1066, as I have before snewn, and 
whose language was French • 

• . The practice of voting by wtlws in France. whene!er the States-General m~tt CO!ltiDUed 
until the late Revolution. It was the present Abb6 S.ley~S who made the motiOD, m what 
was afterwards called the National Assembly, for abolishing the vote by flr-derS, and estab
lished the rational practice of deciding by a majority of Dumbers.-Autluw. 
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These terms being still used in English law conrts, show the origin of those 
courts, and are evidence of the country having been under foreign jurisdiction. 
But they serve to mystify, by not being generally understood, and therefore they 
serve the purpose of what is called law, whose business is to perplex; and the 
courts in ,England put up with the disgrace of recording foreign jurisdiction and 
foreign conquest, for the sake of using terms which tbe clients and the public 
do not understand, and from thence to create the false belief that law is a 
learned science, and lawyers are learned men. The English pleaders, in order 
to keep up the farce of the profession, always compliment each other, though 
in contradiction, with the title of my ka".,.etl "rotlter. Two farmers or two 
merchants will settle cases by arbitration which lawyers cannot settle by law. 
Where then is the learning of the law, or what is it good for 1 

It is here necessary to distinguish between lawyw's law, and legislative law. 
Legislative law is the law of the land, enacted by our own legislators, chosen 
by the people for that purpose. Lawyer's law is a mass of opinions and deci
sions, many of them contradictory to each other, which courts and lawyers 
have instituted themselves, and is chiefty made up of law-reports of cases taken 
from English law books. The case of every man ought to be tried by the laws 
of his own country, which he knows, and not by opinions and authorities from 
other countries, of which he may know nothing. A lawyer, in pleadillg, will 
talk several hours about law, but it is lawyer's Ia.o, and not kgislati'llf! law, that 
he means. 

The whole of the Judiciary needs reform. It is very loosely appointed in 
most of the States, and also in the general government. l:he case, I suppose, 
has been, that the judiciary department in a Constitution nmHaeen left to the 
lawyers, who might be in a Convention, to form, and they have taken care to 
leave it loose. To say, that a judge shall hold his office during gootl6ellaviotlr, 
is saying nothing; for the term gootl "ella,,","r has neither a legal nor a moral 
definition. In the common acceptation of the term, it refers rather to a style 
of manners than to principles, and may be applied to signify different and con
tradictory things. A child of good behaviour, a judge of good behaviour, a 
soldier of good behaviour in the field. and a dancing-master of good behaviour 
in his school, cannot be tlie same good behaviour. What then is the good be
haviour of a judge? 

Many circumstances in the conduct and character of a man may render him 
unfit to hold the office of a judge, yet not amount to cause of impeachment, 
which always supposes the commission of some known crime. Judges ought to 
be held to their duty by continual responsibility, instead of which the constitu
tion releases them from all responsibility, except by impeachment, from which, 
by the loose, undefined establishment of the judiciary, there is always a hole to 
creep out. In annual elections for legislators, every legislator is responsible 
every year, and no good reason can be given why those entrusted with the exe
cution of the laws should not be as responsible, at stated periods, as those 
entrusted with the power of enacting them. 

Releasing the judges from responsibility, is in imitation of an act of the Eng
lish Parliament, for rendering the judges so far independent of what is called 
the Crown, as not to be removable by it. The case is, that judges in England 
are appointed by the Crown, and are paid out of the king's civil list, as being 
his representatives when sitting in court; and in all prosecutions for treason 
and criminal offences, the king is the prosecutor. It was therefore reasonable 
that the judge, before whom a man was to be tried, should not be dependent, 
for the tenure of his office, on the will of the prosecutor. But this is no reason 
that in a government founded on the representative system a judge should not 
be responsible, and also removable by some constitutional mode, without the 
tedious and expensive formality of impeachment. We remove or tum out presi
dents, governors, senators, and representatives. without this formality. Why 
then are judges, who are generally lawyers, privileged with duration? It is. I 
suppose, because lawyers have had the formation of the judiciary part of the 
Constitution. 
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The term, .. contempt of court," which has caused some agitation in PeDn
.ylvaDis. is also copied from England; and in that countly it means eoninnpt 
tI/IM 1ti"K"llIulNwity or frwogaliw ;,. ~flUTl, because the jndges appear there 
as his representative8, and are styled in their commissions, when they open a 
court, "His Majesty the King's Justices." 

This noW undefined thing, called COM_PI 0/ eow/, is derived from the Nor
man COD9-uest of England, as is shown by the French words used in England, 
witb whIch proclamation for silence, .. on pain of imprisonment," begins, 
., Oyez, Oyez, Oyez." a This shows it to be of Norman origin. It is, however, 
a species of despotism; for contempt of court is now any thing a court.imperi
ODsly pleases to call so, and then it inflicts punishment as by Ji'rerogative with
out tnal, as in Passmore's case, whicb bas a good deal agitated the public 
mind. This practice requires to be constitutionally regulated, but not by 
lawyers. 

Much yet remains to be done in the improvement of Constitutions. The 
Pennsylvania Convention, when it meets, will be possessed of advantages which 
those that preceded it were not. The ensuing Convention will have two Con
stitutions before them; that of 1776, and that of 1790, each of which continued 
about fourteen years. I know no material objection against the Constitution of 
1776, except that in practice it might be subject to precipitancy; but this can 
be easily and ef[ectuBlly remedied, as the annexed essay. respecting " Constitu~ 
tions. Governments, and Charters," will show. But there have been many and 
great objections and complaints against the present Constitution and the prac
tice npon it, arising from the improper and unequal distribution it makes of 
power. 

The circumstance that occurred in the Penlll;ylvania Senate in the year 1800, 
on the bill passed by the House of Representatives for choosing electors, justi
fies Franklin's opinion, which he gave by request of the Convention of 1776, of 
which he was president, respecting tbe propriety or impropriety of two houses 
negativing each other. .. It appears to me," said he, "like putting one horse 
before a cart and the other behind it, and whipping them both. If the horses 
are of equal stren~. the wheels of the cart, like the wheels of government, 
will stand still; and if the horses are strong enough. the eart will be tom to 
pieces." It was only the moderation and good sense of the country. which did 
not engage in the dispute raised by the Senate, that prevented Pennsylvania 
from being torn to pieces by commotion. . 

Inequality of rights has been the cause of all the disturbances. insurrections, 
and civil wars, that ever happened in any countly, in any age of mankind. It 
was the cause of the American revolution, when-the English Parliament sat it
self up tIJ /JiM A",mea .,. a/I casu wltaistMfIW, and to reduce her to uncondi
tionaf suhmission. It was the cause of the French revolution; and also of the 
civil wars in England, in the time of Charles and Cromwell, when the House 
of Commons voted the House of Lords useless. 

The fundamental principle in representative government is. that Ihe majority 
.f"TI"'"; and as it will be always happening that a man may be in the minority 
on one question, and in the majority on another, he obeys by the same principle 
that he rules. But when there are two houses of unequal numbers, and the 
smaller number negativing the greater, it is the minority that ~overns, which is 
contrary to the principle. This was the case in Peunsylvania lD 1800. 

America has the high honour and happiness of being the first nation that gave 
to the world the example of forming written Constitutions by Conventious 
elected expressly for the purpose, and of improving them by the same pro
cedure, as time and experience shall shew necessary. Government in other 
nations. vainly calling themselves civilized. has heen established by bloodshed. 
Not a drop of blood has been shed in the United States in consequence of os
tablishi,ng Constitutions and governments by her own peaceful system. The 
silent vote, or the simple yea or _y, is more powerful than the bayonet, aud 
decides the strength of numbers without a blow . 

• Hear ye, hear yeo hear ye.-A ,>I""'. 
VOL. JY.-30 
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I have now, citizens of Pennsylvania, presented you, in good will, with a col
lection of thoughts and historical references, condensed into a small compass, 
that they may circulate the more conveniently. They are applicable to the sub
ject before you, that of calling a Convention, in the progress and completion of 
which I wish you success and happiness, and the honour of shewing a profitable 
example to the States around you, and to the world. 

Yours, in friendship, 

NEW ROCHELLa, NaW-~ORkl 
August, 1805. 

THOMAS PAINE. 
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CONSTITUTIONS, GOVERNMENTS, AND CHARTERS. 

THE people of Pennsylvania are, at this time, earnestly occupied on the sub
ject of calling a Convention to revise their State Constitution, and there can be 
bnt little doubt that a revision is necessary. It is a Constitution, they say, for 
the emolument of lawyers. 

It has happened that the Constitutions of all the States were formed before 
any experience hall been had on the representative system of government; and 
it would be a miracle in human affairs that mere theory without experience 
should start into perfection at once. The Constitution of New-York was 
formed so early as the year 1777. The subject that occupied and engrossed tbe 
mind of the public at that time was the revolutionary war, and the establish
ment of Independence, and in order to give effect to the Declaration of Inde
pendence by Congress it was necessary that the States severaUy should make a 
practical beginning by establishing State Constitutions, and tmst to time and 
operience for improvement. The general defect in all the Constitutions is 
that they are modelled too much after the system, if it can be called a system. 
of the English government, which in practice is the most corrnpt system in ex
istence, for it is corruption systematized. 

An idea also generally prevailed at that time of keeping what were called the 
Legislative, the Executive, and the Judicial powers distinct and separated from 
each other. But tbis idea, whether correct or not, is always contradicted in 
practice; for where the consent of a Governor, or Executive. is required to an 
Act before it can become a law, or wbere he can by his negative prevent an act 
of the legislature becoming a law, he is effectually a part of the Legislature, and 
possesses full one half of the powers of a whole Legislature. 

In this state, (N ew-York,) this power is vested in a select body of men, com
posed of the Executive, by which is to be understood the Governor, the Chan. 
cellor, and the Judges, and called the Council of Revision. This is certainly 
better than vesting that power in an individual, if it is necessary to invest it 
any where; but is a direct contradiction to the maxim set up, that those powers 
ought to be kept separate; for here the Executive and the Judiciary are united 
into one power, acting legislatively. 

When we see maxiIns that fail in practice, we onght to go to the root, and 
see if the maxim be tme. Now it does not .signify how many nominal division.s, 
and sub-divisions, and classifications we make. for the fact is. tllerl! art 6ut two 
prtDn-1 i,. any gt11Itrnnzmt, tile p01lHr of willing 01' macting tile /aws, and tht 
poww of tXtcuting them .. for what is called the 7udiriary is a branch of Ex
ecutive power; it executes the laws; and what IS called the Extcutivt is a 
superintending power to see that the laws are executed.1 

Errors in theory are, sooner or later, accompanied with errors in practice; 
and this leads me to another part of the subject, that of considering a Constitu
tion and a Government relatively to each other. 

A Constitution is the act of the people in their orginal character of sover
eignty. A Government is a creature of the Constitution; it is produced and 

I C/O vol. iL, pp. '38-039.-Edltw. 
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brou,;:ht into existence by it. A Constitution defines and limits the powers of 
the Government it creates. It therefore follows, as a natural and also a logical 
result, that the governmental exercise of any power not authorized by the Con
stitution is an assumed power, and therefore illegal. 

There is no article in the Constitution of this State, nor of any of the States, 
that invests the Government in whole or in part with the power of granting 
charters or monopolies of any kind; the spirit of the times was then against all 
such speculation; and therefore the assuming to grant them is unconstitutional, 
and when obtained by bribery and corruption is criminal. It is also contrary to 
the intention and principle of annual elections. Legislatures are elected annu
ally, not only for the purpose of giving the" people, in their elective character, 
the opportunity of showing their approbation of those who have acted right, by 
re-electing them, and rejecting those who have acted wrong; but also for the 
purpose of correcting the wrong (where any wrong has been done) of a former 
Legislature. But the very intention, essence, and principle of annual election 
would be destroyed, if anyone Legislature, during the year of its authority, 
had the power to place any of its acts beyond the reach of succeeding Legis
latures; yet this is always attempted to be done in those acts of a Legislature 
called charters. Of what use is it to dismiss Legislators for having done 
wrong, if the wrong is to continue on the authority of those who did it? Thus 
much for things that are wrong. I now come to speak of things that are right, 
and may be necessary. 

Experience shows that matters will occasionally arise, especially in a new 
country, that will require the exercise of a power differently constituted to that 
of ordinary legislation; and therefore there ought to ~""a Constitution an 
article, defining how that power shall be constituted and exercised. Perhaps 
the simplest method, that which I am going to mention, is the best; because it 
is still keeping strictly within the limits of annual elections, makes no new ap
pointments necessary, and creates no additional expense. For example, 

That all matters of a different quality to matters of ordinary legisIation, such, 
for instance, as sales or grants of public lands, acts of incorporation. public 
contracts with individuals or companies beyond a certain amount, shall be pro
posed in one legislature, and published in the form of a bill, with the yeas and 
nays, after the second reading, and in that state shall lie over to be taken np 
by the succeeding Legislature; that is. there shall always be, on all such mat
ters, one annual election take place between the time of bringing in the bill and 
the time of enacting it into a permanent law.' 

It is the rapidity with which a self-interested speculation, or a fraud on the 
public property, can be carried through within the short space of one session, 
and before the people can be apprised of it, that renders it necessary that a pre
caution of this kind; unless a better can be devised. should be made an article 
of the Constitution. Had such an article been originally in the Constitution, 
the bribery and corruption employed to seduce and manage the members of the 
late Legislature, in the affair of the Merchants' Bank, could not have taken 
place. It would not have been worth wbile to bribe men to do what they had 
not the power of doing. That Legislature could only have proposed, but not 
have enacted the law; and the election then ensuing would, by discarding the 
proposers, have negatived the proposal without any further trouble. 

This method has the appearance of doubling the value and importance of an
nual elections. It is only by means of elections, that the mind of the public 
can be collected to a point on any important subject; and as it is always the 
interest of a much greater number of people in a country, to have a thing right 
than to have it wrong, the public sentiment is always worth attending to. It 
may sometimes err, but never intentionally, and never long. The experiment 
of the Merchants' Bank shows it is possible to bribe a small body of men, but it 
is always impDSsi6k to bribe a whole nation; and therefore in all le~slative 
matters that by requiring permanency differ from. acts of ordinary legtslation, 

• q. the distinction drawn between lids and laws, .. 01. ii., p • • "..-Eliilw. 
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which are alterable or repealable at all times, it is safest that tbey pass tbl'Ough 
two legislatures, and a general election intervene between. The ·elections will 
always bring up the mind of the country on any important proposed bill; and 
thus the wbole state will be its own Couru:il Df Revisitm. It has alread1. passed 
its fJdD on the Merchants' Bank bill. notwithstanding the mi_Council of ROo 
?isioD approved it. 

COMMON SENSE. 

NEW ROCHELLE, June n, 180S. 
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THE CAUSE OF THE YELLOW, FEVER, 

AND THE MEANS OJ' PREVENTING IT IN PLACES NOT YETINl"ECTED WITH IT. 

Addressed to the Board of Health in America! 

A GREAT dt;al has been written respecting the Yellow Fever. First, with 
respect to its causes, whether domestic or imported. Secondly, on the mode 
of treating it. . 

What I am going to suggest in this essay is, to ascertain some point to begin 
at, .in order to arrive at the cause, and for this purpos~ome preliminary obser-
vatIons are necessary. ............ 

The Yellow Fever always begins in the lowest part of a populous mercantile 
town near the water, and continues there, without affecting the higher parts. 
The sphere or circuit it acts in is small, aud it rages most where large quantities 
of new ground have been made by banking out the river, for the purpose of 
making wharfs. The appearance and prevalence of the Yellow Fever in these 
places, being those where vessels arrive from the West Indies, has caused the 
belief that the Yellow Fever was imported from thence: but here are two 
cases acting in the same place: the one, the condition of the ground at the 
wharves, which being new made on the muddy and filthy bottom of the river, 
is different from the natural condition of the ground in the higher parts of the 
city, and consequently subject to produce a different kind of effluvia or vapour; 
the other case is the arrival of vessels from the West Indies. 

In the State of Jersey neither of these cases has taken place; no shipping 
arrive there, and consequently there have been no embankments for the purpose 

1 The distinguished physician, Dr. Francis, in his recollections of" Old New York," makes 
honorable mention of thIS "timely" essay, to which indeed Paine had giyen a good deal of 
time and study. In a letter to Jefferson, September 23, 1803. be sa)'.s: "We are still afflicted 
with the Yellow Fever, and the Doctors are disputing whether it is an imported or domestic 
disease. Would it not be a good measure to prohibit the arrival of all vessels from the West 
Indies from the last of June to the middle of October 1 If this was done this session of Con
gre5S\ and we e5Ca{)ed the fever next summer, we should always know bow to escape it. I 
Q.uestlon if performIng quarantine is sufficient guard. The disease may be in the ~o, esp~ 
dally that part which is barrelled UPt and DOt in the persons on board and when that cargo is 
opened on our wharfs, the hot steammg air in contact with the ground imbibes the infection. 
I caD conceive that infected air can be barrdled up, not in a Jio~ead of rum, nor perhaps 
sucre, but in a barrel of coffee. n Paine's pamphlet was printed m LondOD, in 1807, by Clio. 
Ric:kmIUl, with the following lines (his own) on the tid ... page : 

.. Friend, to whate'er is good, and great, and free., 
All comes appropriate and clear from THBB ; 
And did Diogenes, in this our day, 
Seeking an Honest Man, pursue hiS way, 
Light out on TH8B, DO farther would he pry, 
But smile with joy-and throw hi. Lanthom by'" 

RickmllD. says in bis Dote" To the Reader" :-u I know it wiD gratify many to have anything 
from his pen ; and to hear that the Author, though above seventy, possesses health, fortune, 
and hapPIness; and that he is held in the highest estimation amongst the most ezalted and 
best characters in America-that America which is indebted for almost every blessing she 
knows to HIS labours and uertions.u-Ed,',,,,,. 

470 



APPENDIX. 471 

of wharf.; and the Yellow Fever has never broke out in Jersey. This, how
ever, does not decide the point, as to the immediate cause of the fever, but it 
shows Ihat this species of fever is not common to the couutry in its natural 
Ilate; and, I believe the same was the case in the West Indies before embank
ments began for the purpose of making wharfs, which always alter the natural 
condition of the ground. No old history, that I know of, mentions such a dis
order as the Yellow Fever. 

A person seized with the Yellow Fever in an affected part of the town, and 
brought into the healthy part, or into the country, and among healthy persons, 
does not communicate it to the neighbourhood, or to those immediately around 
him; why then are we to suppose it can be brought from the West Indies, a 
distance of more than a thousand miles, since we see it cannot be carried from 
one town to another, nor from one part of a town 'to another, at home? Is it 
in the air? This question on the case requires a minute examination. In the 
first place, the difference between air and wind is the same as between a stream 
of water and a standing water. A stream of water is water in motion, and 
wind is air in motian. In a gentle breeze the whole body of air. as far as the 
breeze extends. moves at the rate of seven or eight miles an hour; in a high 
wind, at the rate of seventy, eighty, or an hundred miles an hour: when we see 
the shadow of a cloud gliding on the surface of the ground. we see the rate at 
which the air moves, and it must be a good trotting horse that can keep pace 
with the shadow, even in a gentle breeze; consequently. a body of air that is 
in and over any place of the same extent as the affected part of a city may be, 
will, in the space of an honr, even at the moderate rate I speak of, be moved 
seven or eight miles to leeward; and its place, in' and over the city, will be 
supplied by a new body of air coming from a healtby part, seven or eight miles 
distant tbe contrary way; and then on in continual succession. The disorder. 
tberefore. is not in the air, considered in its natural state. and never stationary. 
This leads to another consideration of the case. 

An impure effiuvia. arising from some cause in the ground, in the manner 
that fermenting liquors llroduce near their surface an effiuvia that is fatal to 
life. will become mixed WIth the air contiguous to it, and as fast as that body of 
air moves off it will impregnate every succeeding body of air. bowever pure it 
may be wben it arrives at the rlace. , 

Tbe result from tbis state 0 the case is, that the impure air. or vapour, that 
generates the Yellow Fever, issues from the earth, tbat is. from the new made 
earth. or ground raised on the muddy and filthy bottom of the river i and 
whicb impregnates every fresh body of air that comes over the place, in like 
manner as air becomes heated when it approacbes or passes over fire, or be.
comes offensive in smell when it approaches or passes over a body of corrupt 
vegetable or animal matter in a state of putrefaction. 

The mnddy bottom of rivers contains great quantities of impure and often 
in8ammable air, (carburetted hydrogen gas,) Injurious to life; and whicb 
remains entangled in tbe mud till let loose from thence by some accident. 
This air is produced by the dissolution and decomposition of any combustible 
matter falling into tbe water and sinking into the mud, of whicb the following 
circumstance will serve to give some explanation. , 

In the fall of the year tbat New York was evacuated (I783,) General Wasb~ 
ington had his headquarters at Mrs. Berrian's. at Rocky Hill. in Jersey. and I 
was there: the Congress then sat at Prince Town.' We had several times been 
told that the river or creek, thai runs near the bottom of Rocky Hill, and over 
which there is a mill, might be set on fire. for that was the term the country 
people used i and as General Wa.hington had a mind to try the experiment, 
General Lincoln. who was also there. undertook to make preparation for it 
against the next e.vening. November 5th. This was to be done. as we were 
told. by disturbing the mud at the bottom of the river, and holding something 
in a blaze, as pape. or straw. a little above the surface of the water. 

I See voL ii.. p. 464. also my .. Life of Pain .... voL i., p. 199.-Ed,"ttW. 
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Colonels Humphreys and Cobb were at that time Aids-de-Camp of General 
Washington, and those two gentlemen and myself got into an argument respect
ing the cause. Their opinion was that, on disturbing the bottom of the river, 
some bituminous matter arose to the surface, which took fire when the light was 
put to it; I, on the contrary, supposed that a quantity of in1!ammable air was 
let loose, which ascended through the water, and took fire above the surface. 
Each party held to his opinion, and the next evening the experiment was to be 
made. 

A scow had been stationed in the miIl dam, and General Washington, Gen
eral Lincoln, and myself, and I believe Colonel Cobb, (for Humphreys was 
sick,) and three or four soldiers with poles, were put on board tbe scow. Gen
eral Washington placed himself at one end of the scow, and I at the other; 
each of us had a roll of cartridge paper, which we lighted and held over the 
water, about two or three inches from the surface, when the soldiers began dis
turbing the bottom of the river with the poles. 

As General Washington sat at one end of the scow, and I at the other, I 
could see better any thing that might happen from his light, than I could from 
my own, over which I was nearly peryendicular. When the mud at the bot
tom was disturbed by the poles, the all' bubbles rose fast, and I saw the fire 
take from General Washington's light and descend from thence to the surface 
of the water, in a similar manner as when a lighted candle is. held so as to 
touch the smoke of a candle just blown out, the smoke will take fire, and the 
fire will descend and light up the candle. This was demonstrative evidence 
that what was called setting the river on fire was setting on fire the in1Iammable 
·air that arose out of the mud. ......... 

I mentioned this experiment to Mr. RitteDhonse of~iladelphia I the next 
time I went to that city, and our opinion on the case was, thatthe air or vapour 
that issued from any combustible matter, (vegetable or otherwise,) that under
went a dissolution and decomposition of its parts, .either by fire or water in a 
confined place, so as not to blaze, would be inflammable, and would become 
fiame whenever it came in contact with flame. 

In order to determine if this was the case, we filled up the breech of a gun 
barrel aboot five or six inches with saw dust, and the npper part with dry sand 
to the top, and after spiking up the touch hole, put the breech into a smith's fur
nace, and kept it red hot, so as to consume the saw dust; the sand of conse
quence would prevent any blaze. We applied a lighted candle to the mouth of 
the barrel; as the first vapour that flew off would be humid, it extinguished the 
candle; but after applying the candle three or four times, the vapour that 
issued out began to flash; we then tied a bladder over the month of the barrel, 
which the vapour soon filled, and then tying a string round the neck of the 

- bladder, above the muzzle, took the bladder off. 
As we could not conveniently make experiments upon the vapour while it was 

in the bladder, the next operation was to get it into a phial. For this purpose, 
we took a phial of about three or four ounces, filled it with water, put a cork 
slightly into it, and introducing it into the neck of the bladder, worked thecork 
out, by ~etting hold of it through the bladder, into which the water then 
emptied Itself, and the air in the bladder ascended into the phial: we then pllt 
the cork into the phial, and took it from the bladder. It was now in a conven
ient condition for experiment. 

We put a lighted match into the phial, and the air or vapour in it blazed up 
in the manner of a chimney on fire; we extinguished it two or three times, by 
stopping the mouth of the phial; and putting the lighted match to it again it 
repeatedly took fire, till the vapour was spent, and the phial became filled with 
atmospheric air. 

These two experiments, that in which some combustible substance (branches 
and leaves of trees) had been decomposed by water, in the mud; and this, 
where the decomposition· had been produced by fire, without blazing, shews 

• David Rittenhouse (1732-.7Q6) who succeedod FraDkliD as Presid.nt of the Philosophical 
SOci.ty.-Edit ..... 
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that a species of air injurious to Ufe, when taken into the lungs, may be gen
erated from substances which, in themselves, are harmless. 

It ia by means similar to these that cbarcoal, which is made by fire without 
, blazing, emits a vapour destructive to life. I now come to apply these cases, 
and the reasoning dedllced therefrom, to acconnt for the cause of the Yello,," 
Fever.- ' 

First :-The Yellow Fever is not a disorder produced by the climate 
naturally, or it would always have been here in the hot months. The climate 
is the same now.~ it was ~ft>: or a bundred years ago; there was no Yellow 
Fever then, and It IS only Within the last twelve years, that such a disorder has 
been known in America. 

Secondly :-The low grounds on the shores of the rivers, .at the cities, where 
the Vellow Fever is annually generated, and continues about three months 
without spreading, were not subject to that disorder in their natural state, or 
the Indians would have forsaken tbem; wbereas, they were the parts most fre
quented by the Indians in all seasons of the year, on account of fishing. The 
result from these cases is, that the Yellow Fever is produced by some new cir
cumstance not common to the country in its natural state, and the question is, 
what is that new circumstance 1 

It may be said, that everything done by the white people, since their settle
ment in the country, such as building towns, clearing lands, levelling hills, and 
filling vallies, is a new circumstance; but the Yellow Fever does not accom
pany any of these new circumstances. No alteration made on the dry land produces 
the Yellow Fever; we must therefore look to some other new circumstances, 
and we now come to those that have taken place between wet and dry, between 
land and water. 

The shores of the rivers at New York, and also at Philadelphia, have OD 
account of the vast increase of commerce, and for the sake of making wharfs, 
undergone great and rapid alterations from their natural state within a few 
years i and it is only in such parts of the shores where those alterations have 
taken place that the Yellow Fever has been produced. The parts where little 
or no alteration has been made, either on the East or North River, and which 
continue in their natural state, or nearly so, do not produce the Yellow Fever. 
The fact therefore points to the cause. 

Besides several new streets gained from the river by embankment, there are 
upwards of eighty new wharfs made since the war, and the much greater part 
within the last ten or twelve years; the consequence of which has been that 
great quantities of filth or ,combustible matter deposited in the muddy bottom 
of the river contiguous to the shore, and which produced no ill effect while ex
posed to the air, and washed twice every twenty-four hours by the tide water, -
have heen covered over several feet deep with new earth, and pent up, and the 
tide excluded. It is in these places, and in these only, that the Yellow Fever 
is produced. 

Having thus shewn, from the circumstances of the case, that the cause of the 
Yellow Fever is in the place where it makes its appearance, or rather, in the 
pernicious vapour issuing therefrom. I go to shew a method of constructing 
wharfs, where wharfs are yet to be constructed (as on the shore on the East 
River at Corlder's Hook, and also on the North River) that will not occasion 
the Yellow Fever, and which may also point out a method of removing it from 
places already infected with it. Instead, then, of empanking out the river and 
raising solid wharves of earth on the mud bottom of the shore, the better 
method would be to construct wharfs on arches, built of stone; the tide will 
then flow in under the arch, by which means the shore, and the muddy bottom, 
will be washed and kept clean, as if they were in their na~l state, without 
wharves. 

When wharfs are constructed on the shore lengthways, that is without cut-

• The author does not mean to infer that the inftammable air or carburetted hydrogen gas, 
is the cause of the Yellow Fever; but that perhays it enters into IIOmecombinatioD with miasm. 
geDualeci in low grounds. which produces the disease.-Autkor. 
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ting the shore np into slips, arches can easily be turned, because arches joining 
each other lengthways serve as buttments to each other; but when the shore is 
cut up ~nto slips there can be no buttments; in this case wharfs can be formed 
on stone pillars, or wooden piles planked over on the top. In either of these 
cases, the space underneath will be commodious sheker or harbour for small 
boats, which can come in and go out always, except at low water, and be secure 
from storms and injuries. This method besides preventing the cause of the 
Yellow Fever,which I think it will, will render the wharfs more productive 
than th.e present method, because of the space preserved within the wharf. 
. I offer no calculation of the ex pence of constructing wharfs on arches or 
piles; but on a general view, I believe they will not be so expensive as the 
present method. A very great part of the expence of making solid wharfs of 
earth is occasioned by the carriage of materials, which will be greatly reduced 
by the methods here proposed, and still more so were the arches to be con
structed of cast iron blocks. 1 suppose that one ton of cast iron blocks would 
go as far in the construction of an arch as twenty tons of stone. 

If, by constructing wharfs in such a manner that ~'de water can wash 
the shore and bottom of the river contiguous to the shor as they are washed 
in their natural condition, the Yellow Fever can be preven d from generating 
in places where wharfs are yet to be constructed, it may point out a method of 
removing it, at least by degrees, from places already infected with it: which 
will be by opening the wharfs in two or three places in each, and letting the 
tide water pass through: the parts opened can be planked over, so as not to 
prevent the use of the wharf. 

In takin~ up and treating this subject, I have considered it as belonging to 
natural philosophy, rather than medicinal art : and therefore I say nothing 
about the treatment of the disease, after it takes place; I leave that part to 
those whose profession it is to study it. 

THOMAS PAINE. 

Naw YORK, June "7, .806. 
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LIBERTY OF THE PRESS. I 

THE writer of this remembers a remark made to him hy Mr. Jefferson con
cemin~ ~he English.newspapers, which at that ~e, 1787, while Mr. Jefferson 
was MinIster at Pans, were most vulgarly abUSIve. The remark applies with 
equal force to the Federal papers of America. The remark was, that" the 
licentiousness of the press produces the same effect as the restraint of the press 
was intended to do, if the restraint was to prevent things being told, and 
the licentiousness of the press prevents things being believed when they are 
told." We have in this state an evidence of the truth of this remark. The 
number of Federal papers in the city and state of New-York are more than five 
to one to the number of Republican papers. yet the majority of the elections go 
always against the Federal papers; which is demonstrative evidence that the 
licentiousness of those papers IS destitute of credit. 

Whoever ha.. made observation on the characters of nations will find it gen
erally true that the manners of a nation, or of a party, can be better ascertained 
from the character of its press than from any other public cirCUDlStance. If its 
pre..s is licentious, its manners are not good. Nobody believes a common liar, 
or a common defamer. 

Nothing is more common with printers, especially of newspapers, than the 
continual cry of the Li6wiy of tile Prell. as if because they are printers they 
are to have more privileges than other people. As the term Li6wiy of tile Prul 
is adopted in this country without being understood. I will state the origin ofit, 
and show what it means. The term comes from England, and the case was as 
follows: 

Prior to what is in England called tile Rt1JOiution, which was in 1688, no 
work could be published in that country without first obtaining the permission 
of an officer appointed by the government for inspecting works intended for 
publication. The same was the case in France, except that in France there 
were furty who were called Cnuors, and in England there was but one, called 
Imprimateur. ' 

AI the Revolution, the office of Imprimateur was abolished, and as works 
could then be published without first obtaining the permission of the govern
ment officer, the press was, in consequence of that abolition,'said to be free, 
and it was from this circumstance that the term Li6wiy of tile Press arose. 
The press, which is a tongue to the eye, was then put exactly i" the case of the 
human tongue. A man does not ask liberty before hand to say something he has 
a mind to say, but he becomes answerable afterwards for the atrocities he may 
utter. In like manner, if a man makes the press utter atrocious things, he be. 
!."Omes as answerable for them as if he had uttered them by word of mouth. Mr. 
Jefferson has said in his inaugural speech, that" error of opinion ",igltt 6e 
tokrated, wizen reason was kfl free to c0fIl6at it." This is sound philosophy in 
cases of error. But there is a difference between error and licentiousness. 

Some lawyers in defending their clients, (for the generality of lawyers, like 

I From the A ",w;ca" Ci#64", October 20t J806. Paine had witnessed in France (see voL 
iii. p. '38) the terrible ellects of personal libels shielded UDder the liberty of press.-EditfW. 
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Swiss soldi~rs, will light on either side,} have often given their opinion of what 
they defined the liberty of the press to be. One said it was this, another said 
it was that, and so un, according to the case they were pleading. Now these 
men ought to have known that the term 1i1J"1y of 1M press arose from a FACT, 
the abolition of the office of Imprimateur, and that opinion has nothing to do in 
the case. The term refers to the fact of printing free from prior restraint, and 
not at all to the matter printed, whether good or bad. The public at large,
or in case of prosecution, a jury of the country-will be judges of the matter. 

THOMAS PAINE. 
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. SONGS AND RHYMES. 

THE DEATH OF GENERAL WOLFE.1 

IN a mouldering cave where the wretched retreat, 
Britannia &at wasted with care ; 

She mourned for her Wolfe, and excIaim'd against fate 
And gave herself up to despair. 

The walls of her cell she had sculptured around 
With the feats of her favourite son; 

And even the dust, as it lay on the ground, 
Was engraved with the deeds he had done. 

The sire of the Gods, from his crystalline throne, 
Beheld the disconsolate dame, 

And moved with her tears, he sent Mercury down, 
And these were the tidings that came: 

, Britannia forbear, not a sigh nor a tear 
For thy Wolfe so deservedly loved, 

Your tears shall be changed into triumphs of joy, 
For thy Wolfe is not dead but removed • 

• The sons of the East, the proud giants of old, 
Have crept from their darksome abodes, 

And this is the news as in Heaven it was told, 
They were marching to war with the Gods ; 

A Council was held in the chambers of Jove, 
And this was their final decree. 

That Wolfe should be called to the armies above, 
And the charge was entrusted to me. 

'To the plains of Quebec with the orders I flew, 
He begg'd for a moment's delay; 

He cry'd, • Oh I forbear, let me victory hear, 
And then thy command I 'II obey.' 

With a daIksome thick film I encompass'd his eyes, 
And bore him away in an urn, 

Lest the fondness he bore to his own native shore, 
Should induce him again to return.' 

I This III)1Ig .... written at the time of Wolfe's death, and is said to have been luug at the 
Headstrong Club, in Lewes, EDElan4. In several editiODS it is said. to h~ve been printed i.D 
Tlu wfltlema.'.1 MGKtuifleo Such IS not the fact. It fint appeared m Pame'sPell~lwa,.UI 
M4g'IUifU, March, 1115. with the music. It is the earliest composition of Paine which haa 
becii pnr.crvcd.-EditlW. 
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FARMER SHORT'S DOG PORTER: A TALE. I 

The foUowin story ridiculous as it is, i. a fact. A farmer at New !<horeham, neat Bright
'helmstone, in fnglaDd, havinf voted at an election for a member of Parliament, contrary to 
the pleasure of three neighbonng justices, they took revenge upon his do,". which they caused 
to be hung, for'starting a hare upon the road. The piece has been very httle seen, never pub
lished, Dor any copies taken. 

THREE Justices (so says my tale) 
Once met upon the public weal. 
For learning, law, and parts profound, 
Their fame was spread the county round; 
Each by his wondrous art could tell 
Of things as strange as Sydrophel ; 
Or by the help of sturdy ale, 
So cleverly could tell a tale, 
That half the gaping standers by t 
Wonld laugh aloud. The rest wonld c • 
Or by the help of nobler wine, 
Would knotty points so nice define, 
That in an instant right was wrong, 
Yet .did not hold that station long, 
For while they talk'd of wrong and right, 
The question vanish'd out of sight. 
Each knew by practice where to tum 
To every powerfnl page in Burn, 
And could by help of note and book 
Talk law like Littleton and Coke. 
Each knew by instinct when and where 
A farmer caught or kill'd a hare ; 
Could tell if any man had got 
One hundred pounds per ann. or not; 
Or what was greater, could divine 
If it was only ninety-nine. 
For when the hundred wanted one, 
They took away the owner's gun. 
Knew by the leering of an eye 
If girls had lost their chastity, 
And if they had not-wonld divine 
Some way to make their virtue shine. 

I This incident was made the subject of a prose drama by Mr. Justice Edward Long: "The 
Trial of Farmer Caner's Dog Porter, for Murder. Taken down verbatim et literatim in 
Short-hand (.i<)iiand now published by Authority, from the corrected Manuscript of Counsel
lor CI""'point, arriscer at Law. N. B. This IS the only true and authentic copy; and all 
others are spurious. 

• --Manet altA mente repostum 
Juclicium." 

VIRGIL. 

.. LoNDON: Printed for T. LoWHDBS. in Fleet-Street. MDCCLXXI. Price Qne Shilling." 

Nichols (" Literary Aneedotes," viii., p. 43s) says that Long's pamphlet" has been attributed 
to Tom Paine, some of wbose admirers assert that he did write a pamphlet on that subject. 
founded on a real event which actually took tlsce, I~', in the neighbourhood of Chichester, 
wherehl~!' acton in the tragedy were well DOWD y their niduiamc:s given in Mr. Long's 

PR!garding the genuineness of the incident. it seems to be sufficiently attested by the fact of 
its having eop-geQ the attention of two different writers- Justice Long and Paine., neither of 
whom seems (for I have carefully compared the two) to have seen the composition of theotherd' nor need it be wondered at by those who recall that. so recently as 18881 a Welsh jury ordcre 
the destruction of a gun which bad killed a man. (FollWwl, Man:h 11lQ~, p • .,.,.) Tbere is 
little doubt that this piece, like the Song on Wolfe. was written by Paloe to amuse bis fel
lows of the Headstrong CIUD, at Lewes, where be resided until the autumn of 1174. It was 
fint printed in the P ... ..."I" .. "ia M"If'l""", (edited by Paine), July, 1775.-Et/ittW. 
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These learned brothelS being assembled, 
(At which the county feared and trembled,) 
A warrant sent to bring before 'em, 
One Fanner Short, who dwelt at Shoreham, 
Upon a great and heavy charge, 
Which we shaU here relate at large, 
That those who were not there may read, 
In after days, the mighty deed: 

Yi •• 
.. That he, the 'foresaid Farmer Short, 
Being by the devil moved, had not 
One hundred pounds per annum got; 
That having not (in form likewise) 
The fear of God before his eyes, 
By force and arms did keep and cherish, 
Within the aforesaid town and parish, 
Against the statute so provided, 
A dog. And there the dog abided. 
That he, this dog, did then and there 
Pursue, and take, and kill a hare ; 
Which treason was, or some such thing, 
Against our SOVEIUUGN LORD THE XING." 

The constable was bid to jog, 
And bring tbe farmer-not the dog. 

But fortune, whose perpetual wheel 
Grinds disappointment sharp as steel, 
On purpose to attack the pnde 
Of those who over othelS ride, 
So nicely brought the matter round, 
That Fanner Sbort could not be found, 
Which plunged the bench in SO much doubt 
They knew not wbat to go about. . 
But after pondering pro and con, 
And mighty reasonings therenpon, 
They found, on opening of the laws, 
That he, the dog aforesaid, was 
By being privy to the fact, 
Within the meaning of the act, 
And since the master had withdrawn, 
And was the Lord knows whither gone, 
They judged it right, and good in law, 
That he, the dog, should answer for 
Such crimes as tbey by proof could show, 
Were acted by himself and Co. 
The constable again was sent, ' 
To bring the dog; or dread tbe event. 

POOIl POIlTEIl, right before the door, 
Was guarding of his master's store ; 
And as the constable approach'd him, 
He caught him by the leg and broach'd him; 
Poor Porter thought (if dogs can think) 
He came to steal his master's chink. 
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The man, by virtue of his staff, 
Bid people help; not stand and laugh; 
On which a mighty rout began ; 
Some blamed the dog, and some the man. 
Some said he had no business there, 
Some said he had business ev~ where. 
At length the constable prevail d, 
And those who would not help were jail'd ; 
And taking Porter by the collar, 
Commanded all the guards to follow. 

The justices received the felon, 
With greater form than I can teU em, 
And quitting now their wine and punch, 
Began upon him all at once. 

At length a curious quibble rose, 
How far the law could interpose, 
For it was proved, and rightly too, 
That he, the dog, did not pursue 
The hare with any ill intent, 
But ouly followed by the scent; 
And she, the hare, by running hard, 
Thro' hedge and ditch, without regard. 
Plunged in a pond, and there was drown'd, 
And hy a neighboring justice found; 
Wherefore, though he tbe hare annoy'd, 
It can't be said that he destroy'd ; 
It even can't be proved he heat her, 
And" to destroy" must mean .. to eat her." 
Did you e'er see a gamester struck, 
With all the symptoms of ill luck 1 
Or mark the visage which appears, 
When even Hope herself despairs? 
So look'd the bench, and every brother 
Sad pictures drew of one another ; 
Till one more learned than the rest 
Rose up, and thus the court address'd : 

.. Why, gentlemen, I 'n tell ye how, 
Ye may clear np this matter now, 
For I am of opinion strong 
The dog deserves, and should be hung. 
I 'U prove it by as plain a case, 
As is the nose upon your face . 

.. Now if, suppose, a man, G1" so, 
Should be obliged, or not, to go 
About, or not about, a case, 
To this, or that, or t' other place ; 
And if another man, for fUll, 
Should fire a pistol (viz.) a gun, 
And he', the first, by knowing not 
That he, the second man, had shot, 
Should ulldesign'dly meet the bullet,' 
Against the throat (in Greek) the gullet, 
And get such mischief by the hit 
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As should unsense him of his wit 
And if that, after that he died;" ' 
D' ye think the other may n't be tried ? 
Most sure be must, and hang'd, because 
He fired his gUll against the laws : 
For 't is a case most clear and plain, 
Had A not shot, B had not been slain : 
So had the dog not chased the hare, 
She never had been drown'd-that's clear." 

This logic, rhetoric, and wit, 
So nicely did tbe matter hit, 
That Porter, though unheard, was cast, 
And in a halter breathed his last. 
The justices adjourned to dine, 
And whet their logic up with wine. 

THE SNOWDROP AND THE CRITIC,! 

Ttl tile Editw of tile PmfU)'I'lHlnjQ MagrlSi"", 1775. 

I have given your very modest" Snow Drop" what, I think, Shakespeare 
calls .. a local habitation and a nRUle ;" that is, I have made a poet of him, 
and haVe sent him to take possession of a page ill your next Magazine: here he 
comes,' disputing with a critic about the propriety of a prologue. ~ 

Enter CRITIC and SNOW DROP • 

. CRITIC. 

Prologues to magazines I-the man is mad, 
No magazine a prologue ever had; 
But let us hear ,.hat new and mighty things 
Your wonder working magic fancy brings. 

SNOW DROP. 

Bit by the muse in an unlucky hour, 
I've left myself at home, and tum'd a flower, 
And thus disguised came forth to tell my tale, 
A plain white Snow Drop gathered from the vale : 
I come to sing that summer is at hand, 
The summer time of wit you'll understand; 
And that this garden of our Magazine 
Will soon exhibit such a pleasing scene, 
That even critics shall admire the show 
If their good grace will give us time to grow; 
Beneath the surface of the parent earth 
We've various seeds just struggling into birth ; 

, In the Introduction to the P""uJl/WI'''". M ac,u;"". No. I, it was said that" like the snow
drop it comes forth in a barren season, and contents itself with foretelling that choicer flowers 
are preparing to appear." Paine was the Editor, and wrote both the IntroductioD and this 
poetiC respoDae.-Ediloro 
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Plants, fruits, and flowers, and all the smiling race. 
That can the orchard or the garden grace ; 
Our numbers, Sir, so fast and endless are, 
That when in full complexion we appear, 
Each eye, each hand, shall pluck what suits its taste, 
And every palate shall enjoy a feast; 
The Rose and Lily shall address the fair, 
And whisper sweetly out, .. My dears, take care " ; 
With sterling worth, the Plant of Sense shall rise, 
And teach the curious to philosophize; 
The keen eyed wit shall claim the Scented Briar, 
And sober cits the Solid Grain admire ; 
While generous Juices sparkling from the Vine, 
Shall warm the audience until they cry-divine! 
And when the scenes of one gay month are o'er, 
Shall clap their hands, and shout-encore, encore! 

CIlITIC. 

All this is mighty fine! but prithee, when 
The frost returns, how fight you then your men? 

SNOW DIlOP. 

I '11 tell you, Sir: we'll garnish out the scenes 
With stately rows of hardy Evergreens, 
Trees that will bear the frost, and deck their tops 
With everlasting flowers, like diamond drops; 
We'll draw, and paint, and carve, with so mnch skill, 
That wondering wits shall cry,-diviner still ! 

CIlITIC. 

Better, and better, yet I but now suppose, 
Some critic wight, in mighty verse or prose, 
Should draw his gray goose weapon, dipt in gaIl, 
And mow ye down, Plants, Flowers, Trees, and all. 

SNOW DIlOP. 

Why, then we'll die like Flowers of sweet Perfume, 
And yield a fragrance even in the tomb! 

THE MONK AND THE JEW. 

AN unbelieving Jew one day 
Was skating o'er the icy way, 
Which being brittle let him in, 
Just deep enough to catch his chin ; 
And in that woful plight he hung, 
With only power to move his tongue. 

A brother skater near at hand, 
A Papist born in foreign land, 
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With hasty strokes directly Sew 
To save poor Mordecai the Jew-
.. But 6rst, quoth he, 1 must enjoin 
That you renounce your faith for mine . 
There's no entreaties else will do ' 
'T is heresy to help a Jew--" ' 

.. Forswear mine fait I No! Cot forbid I 
Dat would be very base indeed, 
Come never mind such tings as deeze, 
Tink, tink, how fery hard it freeze. . 
More coot you do, more coot you be, 
Vat signifies your fait to me 1 
.Come tink agen, how cold and vet, 
And help me out von little bit." 

.. By holy mass, 't is hard, I own. 
To see a man both hang and drown, 
And can't relieve him from his plight 
Because he is an Israelite ; 
The church refuses all assistance, 
Beyond a certain pale and distance; 
And all the service I can lend 
Is ;:raying for your soul my friend." 

• Pray for my soul, ha ! ha ! you make me laugb. 
Vou petter help me out py haIf : 
Mine soul I farrant vill take care, 
To pray for her own sell, my tear: 
So tink a little now for me, 
'T is I am in de hole not she." 

.. The church forbids it, friend, and saith 
That all shall die who have no faith." 

.. Vell, if I must pelieve, I must, 
But help me out von little 6rst." 

.. No, not an inch without Amen 
That seals the whole "-" Vell, hear me den, 
I here renounce for coot and all 
De race of Jews both great and small ; 
OTis de vurst trade peneath the sun, 
Or vurst religion i dat 's all von. 
Dey cheat, and get deir living py 't, 
And lie, and swear the lie is right. 
I'll co to mass as soon as ever 
I get to toder side the river. 
So help me out, dow Christian friend. 
Dat I may do as I inlmd." 

... Perhaps you do intend to cheat, 
If once you get upon your feet." 

"No, no, I do intend to be 
A Christian, such a one as dee." 

For, thought the Jew, he is as much 
A Christian man as I am snch. 

The bigot Papist joyful hearted 
To hear the heretic converted, 
Replied to the designing Jew, 
.. This was a happy fall (or you: 
Vou 'd better die a·Christian now, 
For if you live you '11 break your vow." 
Then said no more, but in a trice 
Popp'd Mordecai beneath the ice. 
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IMPROMPTU ON 

BACHELORS' HALL, 

At Pkilatklpkia, llei"lf tkstroyetl IIy Liglztning, 1775. 

FAIR Venus so often was miss'd from the skies, 
And Bacchus as frequently absent likewise, 
That the synod began to inquire out the reason, 
Suspecting the culprits were plotting of treason; 
At length it was found they had open'd a ball 
At a place by the mortals call'd Bachelors' Hall; 
Where Venus disclosed every fun she could think of, 
And Bacchus made nectar for mortals to drink of. 
Jove, highly displeas'd at such riotous doings, 
Sent Time to reduce the whole building to ruins; 
But Time was so slack with his traces and dashes, 
That Jove in a passion consumed it to ashes. 

LIBERTY TREE. 

A Song, ","tim early in Ike .A meri&an ReTJtIJution. 

no __ The gods of Greece. 

IN a chariot of ligh t, from the regions of day, 
The Goddess of Liberty came, 

Ten thousand celestials directed her way, 
And hither conducted the dame. 

A fair budding branch from the gardens above, 
Where millions with millions agree, 

She brought in her hand as a pledge of her love, 
And the plant she named Liberty Tree. 

The celestial exotic stuck deep in the ground, 
Like a native it flourished and bore ; 

The fame of its fruit drew the nations around, 
To seek out this peaceable shore. 

Unmindful of names or distinctions they came, 
For freemen like brothers agree; 

With one spirit endued, they one friendship pursued, 
And their temple was Liberty Tree. 

Beneath this fair tree, like the patriarchs of old. 
Their bread in contentment they ate, 

Unvexed with the troubles of silver or gold, 
The cares of the grand and the great. 

With timber and tar they Old England supplied, 
And supported her power on the sea : 

Her battles they fought, without getting a groat, 
For the honour of Liberty Tree. 

But hear, 0 ye swains, ('t is a tale most profane,) 
How all the tyrannical powers, 

Kings, Commons, and Lords, are uniting amain 
To cut down this guardian of ours. 
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From the east to the west blow the trumpet to arms, 
Thro' the land let the sound of it llee : 

Let the far and the near all nnite with a cheer, 
In defence of our Liberty Tree. 

AN ADDRESS TO LORD HOWE.' 

THE rain pours down, the city looks forlorn, 
And gloomy subjects suit the howling mom; 
Close by my fire, with door and window fast, 
And safely shelter'd from the driving blast, 
To gayer thoughts I bid a day's adieu, 
To spend a scene of solitude with you. 

So oft has black revenge engross'd the care 
Of all the leisure hours man finds to spare ; 
So oft has guilt, in all her thousand dens, 
Call'd for the vengeance of chastising pens; 
That while I fain would ease my heart on you, 
No thought is lcft untold, no passion new. 

From lIight to lIight the mental path appears, 
Worn with the steps of near six thousand years, 
And fill'd throughout with every scene of pain, 
From George the murderer down to murderous Cain 
Alike in cruelty, alike in hate, 
In guilt alike, but more alike in fate, 
Cwsed supremely for the blood they drew, 
Each from the rising world, while each was new, 

Go, man of blood I true likeness of the first, 
And strew your blasted head with homely dust : 
In ashes sit-in wretched sackcloth weep, 
And with unpitied sorrows cease to sleep. 
Go haunt the tombs, and single out the place 
Where earth itself shall suffer a disgrace. 
Go spell the letters on some mouldering urn, 
And ask if he who sleeps there can return. 
Go count the numbers that in sileuce lie, 
And learn by study what it is to die; 
For sure your heart, if any heart you own, 
Conceits that man expires without a groan; 
That he who lives receives from you a grace, 
Or death is nothing but a change of place : 
That peace is dull, that joy from sorrow springs 
A nd war the most desirable of things. 
Else why these scenes that wound the feeling mind, 
This sport of death-this cockpit of mankind! 
Why sobs the widow in perpetual pain 1 , . .. 
Why cries the orphan, "Oh! my father s slrun ! 
Whv hangs the sire his paralytic head, 
And nods with manly grief-" My son is dead!" 

'I The British Commander 10 whom Paine addressed U Crisis No. II.," January 1:3. Jm.-
811_. 



,APPEN.DIX. 

Why drops the tear from off the sister's cheek, 
And sweetly tells the misery she would speak 1 
Or why, in sorrow sunk, does pensive John 
To all the neighbors tell, .. Poor master's gone! .. 

Oh I could I paint the passion that I feel, 
Or point a horror that would wound like steel, 
To thy unfeeling, unrelenting mind, 
I 'd send destruction and relieve mankind. 
You that are husbands, fathers, brothers, all 
The tender names which kindred learn to call ; 
Yet like an image carved in massy stone, 
You bear the shape, hut sentiment have none; 
Allied by dust and figure, not with mind, 
You only herd, but live not with mankind, 

Since then no hopes to civilize remain, 
And mild Philosophy has preached in vain, 
One prayer is left, which dreads no proud reply, 
That he who made you brellthe will mnke you ~e. 

THE BOSTON PATRIOTIC SONG. 

T.JIII'-Anacreon in Heaven. 

YB sons of Columbia who bravely have fought, 
For those rights which unstain'd from your sires have descended, 

May you long taste the blessings your valor has bought, 
And your sons reap the soil which their fathers defended; 

'Mid the reign of mild peace, 
May your nation increase, 

With the glory of Rome, and the wisdom of Greece; 
And ne'er may the sons of Columbia be slaves, 
While the earth hea11l a plant or the sea rolls its waves. 

In a clime whose rich vales feed the marts of the world, 
Whose shores are unshaken by Europe's commotion, 

The trident of commerce should never be hurl'd, 
To increase the legitimate power of the ocean ; 

But should pirates invade, 
Though in thunder array'd, 

Let your cannon declare the free charter of trade. 
For ne'er shall the sons, etc. 

The fame of our arms, of our laws the mild sway, 
Had justly ennobled our nation in story, 

Till the dark clouds of faction obscured our bright day, 
And envelop'd the sun of American glory ; 

But let traitors be told, 
Who their country have sold, 

, And barter'd their God for his image in gold, 
That ne'er shall the SOllS, etc. 
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While F~ce her huge limbs bathes recumbent in blood, 
And soCIety's bsse threats with wide dissolution, 

May: Peace, like the dove who retum'd from the flood, 
Fmd an Ark of abode in our mild Constitution ; 

But tho' peace is onr aim, 
Yet the boon we disclaim, 

If bought by onr Sovereignty, Justice, or Fame. 
For ne'er shall the sons, etc. 

'T is the fire of the flint each American warms. 
Let Rome's haughty victors beware of collision! 

Let them bring all the vassals of Europe in arms, 
We're a World by ourselves, and disdain a division' 

While with patriot pride, ' 
To our laws we're allied, 

No foe can subdue us, no faction divide; 
For ne'er shall the sons, etc. 

Our mountains are crowo'd with imperial oak, 
Whose roots like our Liberty ages have nourish'd, 

But long e'er the nation submits to the yoke, 
Not a tree shall be left on the soil where it flourish'd. 

Should invasion impend, 
Every grove would descend, 

From the hill tops they shaded, our shores to defend. 
For ne'er shall the SODS, etc. 

Let our patriots destroy vile anarchy's worm, 
Lest our Liberty's growth should be check'd by corrosion, 

Then let clouds thicken round us, we heed not the storm, 
Our earth fears no shock but the earth's own explosion; 

. Foes assail us in vain, 
Tho' their fleets hridge the main, 

For our altars, and claims, with our lives we 'n maintain. 
For ne'er shall the sons, etc. 

Should the tempest of war overshadow our land, 
Its bolts can ne'er rend Freedom's temple asnnder ; 

For unmoved at its portals would Washiugton stand 
And repulse with his breast the assaults of the thunder, 

His sword from its sleep, 
In its scabbard would leap, 

And conduct with its point every flash to the deep. 
For ne'er shall the sons, etc. 

Let Fame to the world sound America's voice, 
No intrigue her sons from their government can sever; 

Its wise regulations and laws are theIr cboice, 
And shall flourish till Liberty slumber forever, 

Then unite heart and hand, 
Like Leonidas' band; 

Aad swear by the God of the ocean and land, . 
That ne'er shall the sons of Columbia be slaves, 
While the earth b,ears a plant, or the sea rolls its waves. 
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HAIL GREAT REPUBLIC. 

T.IU'-Rule BritaDnia. 

HAIL great Republic of the world, 
Which rear'd her empire in the west, 

Where fam'd Columbus' flag unfurl'd, 
Gave tortured Europe scenes of rest i 

Be thou forever great and free, 
The land of Love, and Liberty ! 

Beneath thy spreading, mantling vine, 
Beside each flowery grove and spring, 

And where thy lofty mountains shine, 
Mayall thy sons and fair ones sing. 

Be thou forever, &c. 

From thee may hellish Discord prowl, 
With all her dark and hateful train i 

And whilst thy mighty waters roll, 
May heaven-descended Concord reign. 

Be thou forever, &c. 

Where'er the Atlantic surges lave, 
Or sea the human eye delights, 

There may thy starry standard wave, 
The Constellation of thy Rights! 

Be thou forever, &c. 

May ages as they rise proclaim 
The glories of thy nalal day; 

And States from thy exalted name 
Leam how to rule, and to obey. 

Be thou forever, &c. 

Let Laureats make their birthdays known, 
Or how war's thunderbolts are hurl'd ; 

Tis ours the charter, ours alone, 
To sing the birthday of a world! 

Be thou forever great and free, 
The land of Love and Liberty! 

COLUMBIA. 

To Columbia who, gladly reclined at her ease 
On Atlantic's broad bosom, lay smiling in peace, 
Minerva flew hastily sent from above, 
And addrest her this message from lhundering Jove : 

.. Rouse, quickly awake! 
Your Freedom's at stake, 

Storms arise, your renown'd Independence to shake, 
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Then lose not a moment, my aid I will lend, 
If your SODS will assemble your Rights to defend. 

Roused Columbia rose up, and indignant declared, 
That no nation she'd wrong'd and no nation she fear'd, 
That she wished not for war, but if war were her fate, 
She would rally up souls independent and great : 

Then tell mighty Jove, 
That we quickly will prove, 

We deserve the protection he'll send from above; 
For ne'er shall the sons of America bend, 
But united their Rights and their Freedom defeud. 

Minerva smiled cheerfully as she withdrew, 
Enraptured to find ber Americans true, 
.. For," said she, .. our sly Mercury ofttimes reports, 
That your sons are divided n-Columbia retorts, 

.. Tell that vile god of thieves, 
His report but deceives, 

And we care not what madman such nonsense believes. 
For ne'er shall tbe sons of America bend, 
But united their Rights and their Freedom defend." 

Jove rejoiced in Columbia such union to see, 
And swore by old Styx she deserved to be free; 
Then assembled the Gods, who all gave consent, 
Their assistance if needful her ill to prevent; 

Mars arose, shook his armour, 
And swore his old Farmer 1 

Should ne'er in his country see aught that could harm her, 
For ne'er should the SODS of America bend, 
But united their Rights aDd their Freedom defend. 

Minerva resolved that her .lEgis she'd lend, 
And Apollo declared he their cause would defend, 
Old Vulcan an armour would forge for their aid, 
More firm than the one for Achilles he made, 

Jove vow'd he'd prepare, 
A compound most rare, 

Of courage and union, a bountiful share; 
And swore ne'er shall the sons of America bend, 
But their Rights and their Freedom most firmly defend. 

Ye SODS of Columbia, then join hand in hand, 
Divided we fall, but united we stand; 
'T is ours to determine, 't is ours to decree, 
That in peace we will live Independent and Free ; 

And should from afar 
Break the horrors of war, 

We'll always be ready at once to declare, 
That ne'er will the SODS of America bend, 
But united their Rights and their Freedom defend. 

I Washington.-Edil ..... 
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FROM THE CASTLE IN THE AIR, 

TO. THE LITTLE CORNER OF THE WORLD} 

IN the region of clouds, where the whirlwinds arise, 
My Castle of Fancy was built; 

The turrets reflected the blue from the skies, 
And the windows with sunbeams were gilt. 

The rainbow sometimes, in its beautiful state, 
Enamell'd the mansion around; 

And the figures that fancy in clouds can create, 
Supplied me with gardens and ground. 

I had grottoes, and fountains, and orange tree groves, 
I had all that enchantment has told ; 

I had sweet shady walks, for the Gods and their Loves, 
I had mountains of coral and gold. 

But a storm that I felt not, had risen and roll'd, 
While wrapp'd in a slumber I lay; 

And when I look'd out in the morning, behold 
My Castle was carried away. 

It pass'd over rivers, and vallies, and groves, 
The world it was all in my view; 

I thought of my friends, of their fates, of their loves, 
And often, full often of YOU. 

At length it came over a beautiful scene, 
That nature in silence had made; 

The place was but small, but 't was sweetly serene, 
And chequer'd with sunshine and shade. 

I gazed and I envied with painful goodwill, 
And grew tired of my seat in the air ; 

When all of a sudden my Castle stood still, 
As if some attraction was there. 

Like a lark from the sky it came fluttering down, 
And placed me exactly in view, . 

When whom should I meet in this charming retreat, 
This corner of calmness, but YOU. 

Delighted to find you in honour and ease, 
I felt no more sorrow, nor pain; 

But the wind coming fair, I ascended the breeze, 
And went back with my Castle again. 

I Addressed to Lady Smyth (see vol. iii. chap. '7). While in prison in Paris, Paine re
ceived symr,athetic letters from" The Little Corner of the World." He responded from 
.. The Cast e in the Air," and afterwards found her to be Lady Smyth.-Edit ..... 
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TO SIR ROBERT SMYTH. 

Paris, 1800. 

As I will not llttempt to rival your witty description of Love, (in which you 
"y, .. Love is like paper, with a fool it is wit, with a wit it is folly,") I will 
retreat to sentiment, and try if I can match you there; and that I may start with 
a fair chance, I will begin with your own question, 

WHAT IS LOVE? 

'T is that delightsome transport we can feel 
Which painters cannot paint, nor words reveal, 
Nor any art we know of CAn conceal. 

Canst thou describe the sunbeams to the blind, 
Or make him feel a shadow with his mind 1 
So neither can we by description shew 
This first of all Felicities below. 

When happy Love pours magic o'er the soul, 
And all our thoughts in sweet delirium roll ; 
When Contemplation spreads her rainbow wings, 
And every flutter some new rapture brings ; 
How sweetly then our moments glide away, 
And dreams repeat the raptures of the day: 
We live in ecstacy, to an tbings kind, 
For Love can teach a moral to the mind. 

But are there not some other marks that prove, 
What is this wonder of the soul, caJl'd Love? 
o yes there are, but of a different kind, 
The dreadful horrors of a dismal mind: 
Some jealous Fury throws her poison'd dart, 
And rends in pieces the distracted heart. 

When Love's a tyrant, and the soul a slave, 
No hope remains to thought, but in the grave; 
In that dark den it sees an end to grief, 
And what was once its dread becomes relief. 

What are the iron chains that hands have wrought? 
The hardest chain to break is made of thought. 
Think well ofthis, ye Lovers, and be kind, 
Nor play with torture on a tortured mind. 
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CONTENTMENT i OR, IF YOU PLEASE, CONFESSION. 

To Mrs. Barlow, Off "" pleasantly klling tile aut,,", tllat afkr writing 
agaiNt tile supershtion of tile Scripture religion, lie was selting "p a rdigi,,,, 
capable of more bigotry and enthusiasm, and more dangerous 10 it.. votaries 
-that of making a religion of UVt. 

Paris, 1800. 

o COULD we always live and love, 
And always be sincere, 

I would not wish for heaven above, 
My heaven would be here. 

Though many countries I have seen, 
And more may chance to see, 

My Littie eor..w of the World 
Is half the world to me ; 

The other half, as you may guess, 
America contains; 

And thus, between them, I possess 
The whole world for my pains. 

I 'm.then contented with my lot, 
I can no happier be i 

For neither world I 'm sure has got 
So rich a man as me. 

Then send no fiery chariot down 
To take me 011 from hence, 

But leave me on my heavenly ground
This prayer is common-smse. 

Let others choose another plan, 
I mean no fault to find; 

The true theology of man 
Is ItoppiltUl of .. i"tI. 

IMPROMPTU 

ON A LONG-NOSED FRIEND. 

GoING along the other day, 
Upon a certain plan; 

I met a nose upon the way, 
Behind it was a man. 

I called unto the nose to stop, 
And when it had done so,

The man behind it-he came up ; 
They made Zenobio. 
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A FEDERALIST FEAST.' 

I SI!ND you, Sir, a tale about some' Feds,' 
Who, in their wisdom, got to loggerheads. 
The case was this, they felt so Bat and sunk, 
They took a glass together and got drunk. 
Such things, you know, are neither new nor rare, 
For some will harry themselves when in despair. 
It was the natal day of Washington, 
And that they thought a famous day for fun; 
For with the learned world it is agreed, 
The better day the better deed. 
They talked away, and as the glass went round 
They grew, in point of wisdom, more profound; 
For at the bottom of the bottle lies 
That kind of sense we overlook when wise. 
'Come, here's a toast,' cried one, with roar immense, 
May none know pleasure who love (Common Sense) • 
• Bravo!' cried some,-no, no ! some others cried, 
But left it to the waiter to decide • 
• I think. said he, the case wonld be more plain, 
To leave out (Common Sense), and put in Paine.' 
On this a mighty noise arose among 
This drnnken, bawling, senseless throng: 
Some said that common sense was all a curse, 
That making people wiser made them worse
It learned them to be careful of their purse, 
And not be laid about like babes at nurse, 
Nor yet believe in stories upon trust, 
Which all mankind, to be well governed, must; 
And that the toast was better at the first, 
And he that did n't think so might be cursed. 
So on they went, till such a fray arose 
.As all who know what Feds are may snppose. 

LINES EXTEMPORE. 

QUICB: as the lightning's vivid Bash 
The poet's eye o'er Europe rolls; 

Sees battles rage, hears tern pests crash. 
And dims at horror's threatening scowls:-

Marks ambition's ruthless king, 
With crimson'd banners scathe the globe, 

While trailing after conquest's wing, 
Man's festering wounds his demons probe. 
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Palled with streams of reeking gore 
That stain the proud imperial day ; 

He turns to view the western shore, 
Where freedom holds ber boundless sway. 

'T is bere her sage I trinmphant sways 
An empire in tbe people's love, 

'T is bere the sovereign will obeys 
N a King but Him who rules above. 

THE STRANGE STORY OF 

KORAH, DATHAN, AND ABIRAM. 

Numbers, chap. xvi., accountea for. 

OLD ballads sing of Chevy Chace, 
Beneath whose rueful shade, 

Full many a valiant man was slain 
And many a widow made. 

But I will tell of one much worse, 
That happ'd in days of yore, 

All in the barren wilderness, 
Beside the Jordan shore, 

. Where Moses led the children forth, 
Call'd chosen tribes of God, 

And fed them forty years with quails, 
And ruled them with a rod. 

A dreadful fray once rose among 
These self named tribes of I Am ; 

Where Korah fell, and by his side 
Fell Dathan and Abiram. 

An earthquake swallowed thousands up, 
And fire came down like stones, 

Which slew their sons and daughters all, 
Their wives and little ones. 

'T was all about old Aaron's tythes 
This murdering quarrel rose j 

For tythes are worldly things of old, 
. That led from words to blows. 

A Jew of Venice has explained, 
In the language of his nation, 

The manner how this fray began, 
Of which here is translation. 

1 Presiden. Jeffer80n.-Edit .... 
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There was a widow old and poor, 
Who scarce herself could keep; 

Her stock of goods was very small, 
Her lIock one single sheep. 

And when her time of shearing came, 
She counted much her gains ; 

For now, said she, I shall be blest 
With plenty for my pains. 

When Aaron heard the sheep was shear'd 
And gave a good increase, 

He straightway sent his tytbing man 
And took away the lleece. 

At this the weeping widow went 
To Korsh to complain. 

And Korsh he to Aaron went 
In order to explain. 

But Aaron said, in such a case, 
There can be no forbearing. 

The law ordains that thou shalt give 
The first lIeece of thy shearing. 

When lambing time was come about, 
This sheep became a dam, 

And bless'd the widow's mournful heart, 
By bringing forth a lamb. 

When Aaron heard the sheep had young, 
He staid till it was grown, 

But then he sent his tything man, 
And took it for his own. 

Again the weeping widow went 
To Korsh with her grief, 

But Aaron said, in such a case 
There could be no relief; 

For in the holy law 't is writ, 
That whilst thou keep'st the stock, 

Thou shalt present unto the Lord 
The firstling of thy lIock. 

The widow then, in deep distress, 
And having naught to eat, 

Against her will she killed the sheep, 
To feed upon the meat. 

When Aaron heard the sheep was killed 
He sent and took a limb; 

Which by the holy law, he said, 
Pertained unto him: 
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For in the holy law 't is writ, 
That when thou kill'st a beast, 

Thou shalt a shoulder and a breast 
Present unto the priest. 

The widow then, worn out with grief, 
Sat down to mourn and weep; 

And iu a fit of passion said, 
The devil take the sheep! 

Then Aaron took the whole away, 
And said, the laws record 

That all and each devoted thing 
Belongs nnto the Lord. 

The widow went among her kin, 
The tribes of Israel rose, 

And all the widows, young and old, 
Pul\'d Aaron by the nose. 

But Aaron ealled an earthquake up, 
And fire from out the sky; 

And all the consolation i5-
The Bible te\ls a lie. 

A COMKENTAllY ON 

THE EASTERN WISE MEN, 

TwtEE pedlars travelling to a fair, 
To see the fun and what was there, 

And sell their merchandise; 
They stopp'd npon the road to chat, 
Refresh, and ask of this and that, 

That they might be more wise. 

II And pray," the landlord says to them, 
II Where go ye, sirs 1" II To Bethlehem, II 

The citizens replied. 
.. You're merchants, sirs," to them said he, 
II We are," replied the pedlars three, 

II And eastem men beside." 

II I pray, what have yon in your packs? 
If worth the while I will go snacks," 

To them quoth Major Domo; 
II We've buckles, buttons, spectacles, 
And every thing a merchant se11s," 

Replied the travelling trio. 
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.. These things are very well," said he, 

.. For beaull and those who cannot see 
Much further than their knuckles I 

But Bethlehem Fair's for boys and girls 
Who never think of spectacles, 

And cannot buy your buckles : 

.. I have a pack of toys," quoth be, 

.. A travelling merchant left with me, 
Who could not pay his score, 

And you shall have them on condition 
You sell them at a cheap commission, 

And make the money sure." 

.. There's one of us will stay in pawn, 
Until the other two return, 

If you suspect our faith," said they; 
The landlord thought this was a plan 
To leave upon his hands the man, 

And therefore he said" Nay." 

They truck'd however for the pack, 
Which one of them took on his back, 

And off the merchants travelled ; 
And here the tale the apostles told 
Of wise men and their gifts of gold, 

Will fully be unravelled. 

The star in the east that shines so bright, 
As might be seen both day and night, 

If you will credit them, . 
It was no other than a sign 
To a public house where pedlars dine, 

In East Street, Bethlehem. 

These wise men were the pedlars three, 
As you and all the world may see, 

By reading to the end; 
For commentators have mistook, 
In paraphrasing on a book 

They did not understand. 

Our travellers coming to a house, 
Scarce fit to entertain a mouse, 

Enquired to have a room ; 
The landlord said he was not able, 
To give them any but a stable, 

So many folks were come, 

.. I pray, whom have you here," say they, 

.. And how much money must we pay, 
For we have none to spare." 

.. Why, there's one Joseph and a wench, 
Who are to go before the bench 

About a love affair. 
VOL. IV.-]2 
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.. Some how or other, in a manger, 
A child exposed to every danger 

Was found, as if 't was sleeping: 
The girl she swears that she's a maid, 
So says the man, but I 'm afraid 

On me will fall the keeping: 

.. Now if yon '11 set your wits about 
To find this knotty matter out, 

I'll pay whate'er it may be." 
Then on the trav'lling pedlars went, 
To pay their birthday compliment, 

And talk about the baby. 

They then unpack'd their pack of toys, 
Some were for show and some for noise, 

But mostly for the latter ; 
One gave a rattle, one a whistle, 
And one a trumpet made of gristle, 

To introduce the matter: 

One squeaked away, the other blew, 
The third played on the rattle too, 

To keep the bantling easy ; 
And hence this story comes to us, 
Of which some people make such fuss, 

About the Eastern Magi. 
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CASE OF THE OFFICERS OF EXCISE; WITH REMARKS 
ON THE QUALIFICATIONS OF OFFICERS, AND ON 
THE NUMEROUS EVILS ARISING TO THE REVE
NUE, FROM THE INSUFFICIENCY OF THE PRES
ENT SALARY: HUMBLY ADDRESSED TO THE 
MEMBERS OF BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. 

THE INTRODUCTION. 

As a Design among the Excise Officers throughout the Kingdom is on Foot, 
for an humble Application to Parliameut next Session, to have the State of 
their Salaries taken into Consideration; it has been judged not only expe
dient, but highly necessary, to present a State of their Case, previous to the 
Presentation of their Petition. 

There are some Cases so singularly reasonable, that the more they are con
sidered, the more Weight they obtain. It is a stroug Evidence .both of Sim
plicity and honest Confidence, when Petitioners in any Case ground their 
Hopes of Relief on having their Case fully and perfectly known and under
.tood. 

Simple as this Subject may appear at first, it is a Matter, in my humble 
Opinion, not unworthy a Parliamentary Attllntion. 'T is a Subject interwoven 
with a Variety of Reasons from different Causes. New Matter will arise on 
every Thought. If llu PflfJe,.ty of llu O.flieerl of Excise, if llu Tnnplations 
fIrisi"g from tlui,. PflfJerty, if llu Qua/ifoati(JlJ$ of Pers(JIJ$ 10 6e admitted into 
Employmnot, if llu Senwity of tlu RnlelJfII! itself, are Matters of any Weight, 
then I am conscious that my voluntary Services in this Business, will produce 
some good Effect or other, ei ther to the better Security of the Revenue, the 
Relief of the Officers, or both. 

THE STATE OF THE SALARY OF THE OFFICERS OF EXCISE. 

WHEN a Year's Salary is mentioned in the Gross, it acquires a Degree of 
Consequence from its Sound, which it would not have if separated into daily 
Payments, and if the Charges attending the receiving and other unavoidable 
Expences were considered with it. Fifty Pounds a Year, and One Shilling 
and Ninepence Farthing a Day, carry as different Degrees of Significancy with 
them, as My Lord's Steward, and the Steward's Labourer: and yet an Out
Ride Officer in the Excise, under the Name of Fifty Pounds a Year, receives 
for himself no more than One Shilling and Ninepence Farthing a Day. 

11 place at the end of my editio~ Paine's earliest p~ composi,tion and.his last.-:-his Plea 
for Excisemen and his WilL ThIS Plea was a petltlon to Parliament; It was pnntecl and 
widely distrib~ted in 1112 but Dot publisbed until Il93- Its interest being DOW mainly 
hiOVolphica1, I have reprOd~ced it w.itti ~mess" including its .~JU!tiplicity .of ~pita1!-- Con ... 
oeming the circulll5taDce& under which It was wntteD. see my Life of Pame, voL 1 •• cb. liI. 
-Etiitw. 
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After Tax, Charity. and sitting Expenees are deducted. there remains very 
little more than Forty-six pounds; and the expenees of Horse-keeping in 
many Places cannot be brought under Fourteen Pounds a Year. besides the 
Pun:hase at first. and the Hazard of Life. which reduces it to Thirty-two 
Pounds/" A,,, .. ,,,,. or One Shilling and Ninepence Farthing pw Day. 

I have spoken more particularly of the Out-Rides. as they are by far the 
most numerous. being in Proportion to the Foot-Walks as Eight is to Five 
throughout the Kingdom. Yet in the latter the same Misfortunes exist: the 
Channel of them only is altered. The excessive dearness of Honse-rent. L':le 
great Burthen of Rates and Taxes. and the excessive Price of all Necessaries 
of Life. in Cities and large Trading To\Vn~. nearly counter-balance the ex
pences of Horse-keeping. Every Office has its Stages of Promotions. but the 
pecuniary Advantages arising from a Foot-walk are so inconsiderable, and the 
Loss of disposing of Effects. or the Charges of removing them to any con
siderable Distnnce so great, that many Out-ride Officers with a Family remain 
as they are. from an Inability to bear the Loss, or support the expence. 

The Officers resident in the Cities of Lt»uJq,. and IVl!.SbRillSUr. are exempt 
from the particular Disadvantages of Removals. This seems to be the only 
Circumstance which they enjoy superior to their Country Brethren. In every 
other respect they lay under the same Hardships. and suffer the same Dis
tresses. 

There are no Perquisites or Advantages in the least, annf'xed to the Em
ployment. A few Officers who are stationed along the Coast, may sometimes 
have the good Fortune to fall in with a Seizure of contraband Goods, and yet, 
that frequently at the Hazard of their Lives: But the inlaud Officers can have 
no such Opportunities. Besides, the sun'eying Duty in the Excise is so con
tinual. that without Remissness from the real Business itself. there is no Time 
to seek after them. With the Officers of the Customs it is quite otherwise; 
their whole Time and Care is appropriated to that Service, and their Profits 
are in proportion to their Vigilance. 

If the Increase of Money in the Kingdom is one Cause of the high Price of 
Provisious. the Case of the Excise-Officers is peculiarly pitiable. No Increase 
comes to them-They are shut out from the general Blessing-They behold it 
like a map of Pw". The answer of Ahraham to Dives is somewhat applicable 
to them ... TII6I it II pMI C"1f fo'd." 

To the Wealthy and Humane, it is a ;\Iatter worthy of Concern that their 
AtRuence should become the Misfortune of others. Were the Money in the 
Kingdom to be increased double. the Salary would ill Value be redllced one 
half. Every Step upwards, is a Step downwards with them. Not to be Par
takers of the Increase would be a little hard. but to be Sufferers by it exceed
inltly so. The Mechanic and the Labourer may in a great Measure ward off the 
D1Stress. by raising the Price of their Manufactures or their Work, but the 
Situation of the Officers admits of no such Relief. 

Another Consideration in their Behalf. (and which is peculiar to the Excise.) 
is, that as the lAW of their Office removes them far from all their natural 
Friends and Relations. it consequently prevents those occasional Assistances 
from them. which are serviceably felt in a Family. and which even the poorest 
among the poor enjoys. ~Iost poor ),Iechanics. or e\"en common Labourers, 
have some Relations or Friends. who. either out of Benevolence or Pride. 
keep their Children from Nakedness. supply them occasionally with perhaps 
half a Hog. a Load of Wood. a Chaldron of Coals, or something or other which 
abates the Seyerity of their Distress; and yet those M en thus relieved will 
frequently earn more than the daily Pay of an Excise Officer. 

Perhaps an Officer will appear more reputable with the same Pay. than a 
Mechanlc or Labourer. The di1lerence arises from Sentiment. not Circum
stances. A something like reputable Pride makes all the Distinction. and the 
thinking Part of Mankind well knows th:lt none suffer so much as they who 
endea'fOur to conceal their Necessities. 

The frequent Removals which una'fOidably happen in the Excise are at-
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tended with such an Expence, especially where there is a Family, as few Offi
cers are able to suppo~. About two Years ago, an Officer with a Family, 
unde~ O~ders for removmg, and rather e:nharrassed Circumstances, made his 
Apphcation to m~, and from a conviction of his Distress I advanced a small 
Su".' to enable him ~o proceed. He ingenuously declared, that without the 
Assistance of some Fnend, he should be driven to do Injustice to his Creditors 
and compelled to desert the Duty of his Office. He has since honestly paid 
me, and ":oes as well as the Narrowness of such Circumstances can admit of. 

There 15. on.e general allowed Truth whi~h will always operate in their 
favour, which IS, tbat no Set of Men under hiS Majesty earn their Salary with 
any Comparison of Labour and Fatigue with that of the Officers of Excise. 
The Station may rather be called a Seat of constant Work, than either a Place 
or an Employment. Even in the different Departments of the general Rev
enue, they are nnequalled in the Burthen of Business; a Riding-Officer's place 
in the Customs, whose Salary is 60 I. a Year, is Ea.e to tbeirs' and the Work 
in t.he Windo~-Lig~t Duty, compared with the .Excise, is Lightness itself; yet 
the,r Salary IS subject to no Tax, they receIVe Forty-nine pounds Twelve 
shillings and Sixpence, without Deduction. 

The Inconveniences which affect an Excise Officer are almost endless; even 
the Land Tax Assessment upon their Salaries, which though the Government 
pays, falls often with Hardship upon them. The Place of their Residence on 

. account of the Land Tax, has in many Instances, created frequent Contentions 
between Parishes, in which the Officer, though the innocent and unconcerned 
Cause of the Quarrel, has been the greater Sufferer. 

To point out particularly the Impossibility of an Excise Officer supporting 
himself and Family, with any proper Degree of Credit and Reputation, on so 
scanty a Pittance, is altogether unnecessary. The Times, the Voice of general 
Want, is Proof itself. Where Facts are sufficient, Arguments are useless; and 
the Hints which 1 have produced are such as affect the Officers of Excise dif
ferently to any other set of Men. A single Man may barely live; but as it is 
not the Desigu of the Legislature, or the Honourable Board of Excise, to im
pose a State of Celibacy on them, .the Condition of much the greater Part is 
truly wretched and pitiable. . 

Perhaps it may be said, Why do the Excise Officers complain; they are not 
pressed into the Service, and may relinquish it when they please; if they can 
mend themselves, why don't they? Alas! what a Mockery of Pity would it 
be, to give such an Answer to an honest, faithful old Officer in the Excise, 
who had spent the Prime of his Life in the Service, and was become unfit for 
any Thing else. The Time limited for an Admission into an Excise Employ
ment, is between twenty-one and tbirty Years of Age-the very Flower of Life. 
Every other Hope and Consideration is then given up, and the Chance of 
establishing themselves in any other Business becomes in a few Years not only 
lost to them, but they become lost to it. .. There is a Tide in the Affairs ~f 
Men," which if embraced, leads on to Fortune-That ~glectld, all beyond IS 
Misery or Want. . ., . 

When we consider how few m the EXCISe arnve at any comfortable Emmence, 
and the Date of Life when such Promotions only can happen, the great Hazard 
there is of ill rather than good Fortune in the Attempt, and that all the Years 
antecedent to that is a State of mere Existence, wherein they are shut out from 
the common Chance of Success in any other Way: a Reply like that can be 
only a Derision of their Wants. '1' is almost impossible after any long Continu
ance in the Excise that they can live any other way. Such as are of Trades, 
would have their Trade to learn over again; and People would have but little 
Opinion of their Abilities in any Calling. wh~ had be~n te~, fifteen, o~ tw~nty 
Years absent from it. Every Year's Expene~ce gamed In the ~xclse, IS a 
Year's Experience lost in Trade; and by the Time they become wise Officers, 
they become foolish Workmen. 

Were the Reasons for augmenting the Salary wound~d only on the C~arita
bleness of so doing, they would have great WeIght WIth the CompassIonate. 
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But there are Auxiliaries of such a powerful Cast, that in the Opinion of Pol
icy they obtain the Rank of Originals. The first is truly the Case of the Offi
cers, but this is rather the Case of the Revenue. 

The Distresses in the Excise are so generally known, that Numbers of 
Gentlemen, and other Inhabitants in Places where Officers are resident, have 
generously and humanely recommended their Case to the Members of the Hon
ourable House of Commons: And Numbers of Traders of Opulence and 
Reputation, well knowing that the Poverty of an Officer may subject him to the 
fraudulent Designs of some selfish Persons nnder his Survey, to the great Injury 
of the fair Trader, and Trade in general. have, from Principles both of Gener
osity and Justice, joined in the same Recommendation. 

THOUGHTS ON THE CORRUPTION OF PRINCIPLES, AND ON THE 
NUMEROUS EVILS ARISING TO THE REVENUE, FROM THE 'roo 
GREAT POVERTY OF THE OFFICERS OF EXCISE. 

IT has always been the Wisdom of Government to consider the Situation and 
Circumstances of Persons in Trust. Why are large Salaries given in many In
stances, but to proportion it to the Trust, to set Men above Temptation, and 
to make it even literally worth their while to be honest 1 The Salaries of the 
Judges have been augmented, and their Places made independent even on the 
Crown itself, for the above wise Purposes. 

Certainly there can be nothing unreasonable in supposing there is such an 
Instinct as Frailty among the Officers of Excise, in common with the rest of 
Mankind j and that the most effectual Method to keep Men honest is to enable 
them to live so. The Tenderness of Conscience is too often overmatched by 
the Sharpness of Want j and Principle, like Chastity, yields with just Reluct
ance enough to excuse itself. There is a powerful Rhetorick in Necessity, 
which exceeds even a Dunning or a W~dderlJurne. No Argument can satisfy 
the feelings of Hunger, or abate the Edge of Appetite. Nothing tends to a 
greater Corruption of Manners and Principles, than a too great Distress of Cir
cumstances j and the Corruption is of that Kind. that it spreads a Plaister for 
itself: Like a Viper, it carries a Cure, though a false one, for its own Poison. 
Agu"', without any Alternative, has made Dishonesty the immediate Conse
quence of Poverty. .. Lest I be poor and ste:1l." I A very little Degree of that 
dangerous Kind of Philosophy, which is the almost certain Effect of involun
tary Poverty, will teach men to believe that to starve is more criminal than to 
steal, "y as much as every Species of Self-Murder exceeds every other Crime; 
that true Honesty is sentimental, and the Practice of it dependent upon Cir
cumstances. If the Gay find it difficult to resist the Allurements of Pleasure, 
the Great the temptations of Ambition, or the Miser the Acquisition of Wealth, 
how much stronger are the Provocations of Want and Poverty 1 The Excite
ments to Pleasure, Graudeur, or Riches, are mere •• Shadows of a Shade," 
compared to the irresistible Necessities of Nature. Not to be led into tempta
tion, is the prayer of Divinity itself; and to guard against, or rather to prevent, 
such insnaring Situations, is one of the greatest Heights of Human Prudence: 
In private life it is partly religious j and in a Revenue Sense, it is truly 
political. 

The Rich, in Ease and Aflluence, may think I have drawn an unnatural Por
trait j but could they descend to the cold Regions of Want, the Circle of Polar 
Poverty. they would find their Opinions changing with the Climate. There are 
Habits of Thinking peculiar to different Conditions. and to find them out is. 
truly to study Mankind. 

That the situation of an Excise Officer is of this dangerous Kind, must be 
allowed by every one who will consider the Trust unavoidably reposed in him, 
and compare the Narrowness of his Circumstances with the Hardship of the 

• See .... t •• p • • os,-Edil4w, 
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Times. If the Salary was judged competent an Hnudred YearS ago itcannot 
. be so now. Should it be advanced, that jf the preseut Set of Office~ are dis
satisfied with the S~, that en~w may be procured not only for the preseut 
Salary, ~t for less! the Answer IS extremely easy. The question needs only 
be put; It destroys Itself. Were Two or Three Thousand Men to offer to exe
cute the Office without any Salary, wonJd the Government accept them i No 
Were the same Number to offer the same Service for a Salary less than can poS: 
sib!y support ~" would the gove~~ent accept them i Certainly No; for 
while Nature, m Splte of Law or ReliglOn, makes it a rnling Principle not to 
starve, the event would be this, that if they could not live on the Salary they 
wonJd discretionarily live out of the Duty. Qwere, whether Poverty ~ not 
too great an InBuence now? Were the Employment a Place of direct Labour 
and not of Trust, then Fru~ty in the Salary would be sound Policy: But 
when it is considered that die greatest single Branch of the Revenue a Duty 
amounting to near Five Millions Sterling, is anuually charged by a Set'of Men 
most of whom arc: wanting even the common Neccessaries of Life, the thought 
must, to every Fnend to Honesty, to every Person concerned iu the Manage
ment of the Public Money, be strong and striking. Poor and in Power, are 
powerful Temptations; I call it Power, because they have it in tbeir Power to 
~efraud. The trust unayoidably reposed in an Excise Officer is so great, that 
It wonld be an Act of Wlsdom, and perhaps of Interest, to secure him from the 
Temptations of downright Poverty. To relieve their Wants would be Charity 
but to secure the Revenue by so doing, would be Prudence. Scarce a Week 
passes at the Office but some Detections are made of fraudulent and collusive 
proceedings. The Poverty of the Officers is the fairest Bait for a designing 
Trader that can possibly be; such introduce themselves to the Officer nuder the 
common Plea of the Insufficiency of the Salary. Every considerate Mind must 
allow, that Poverty and Opportunity corrupt many an honest Man. I am not ~ 
at all surprised that so many opulent and reputahle Traders have recommended _. 
the Case of the Officers to the good favour of their Representatives. They are 
sensible of the piuching Circumstances of the Officers, and of the injury to 
Trade in general, from the Advantages which are taken of them. The welfare 
of the fair Trader and the Sec:nrity of the Revenue are so inseparably one, that 
their Interest or Injuries are alike. It is the Opinion of such whose Situation 
give them a perfect Knowledge in the Matter, that the Revenue suffers more 
by the Corruption of a few Officers in a County, than would make a handsome 
Addition to the Salary of the whole Number in the same Place. 

I very lately knew an I nslance where it is evident. on Comparison of the Duty 
c:barged since, that the Revenue suffered by one Trader, (and he not a very 
considerable one) upwards of One Hundred and Sixty Pounds I" A""um for 
several Years; a~d yet the Benefit to the Officer was a mere triBe, in Considera.
tion of the Trader's. Without Doubt the Officer would have thought himself 
much happier to have received the same Addition anotherw,ay. The Bread of 
Deceit is a Bread of Bitterness; but alas! how few in Times of Want and 
Hardship are capable of thinking so: Objects appear nuder ne.w Colours, and 
in Shapes uot naturally their own; Hunger sucks in the Deception, and Neces-
sity reconciles it to Conscience: . • 

The Commissioners of ExCise strongly enJOID that no Officer accept any 
Treaty, Gratuity, or, in short, lay himself under any k~nd o~ O~lig~tion to the 
Traders under their Survey: The wisdom o! such.an Injunction IS eVl~ent ; but 
the Practice of it to a Person surrounded With Children and Poverty, IS scarcely 
~sible; and su~h Obligations, wherever they exist. ~ust operate, directly ~r 
mdirec:tly, to the Injury of the Revenue:. Favours will naturally beget their 
Likenesses especially where the Return IS not at our own Expence. 

I have h~d it remarked by a Gentleman whose Knowledge in Excise Busi
uess is indisputable that there are Numbers of Officers who are even afraid to 
look into an unente~d Room, lest they shonld give Offence. Poverty and Ob
ligation tye up the Hands of Office, and give, prejudicial Bias to the Mind. 

There is another kind of Evil, which, though it may never amount to what 
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maybe de~med Criminality in Law, yet it may amount to what is much worse 
in Effect; and that is, a tonstant and I"petual leakage in the rroenue: A Sort 
of Gratitude in the Dark, a distant Requital for such Civilities as only the 
lowest Pdverty would accept, and which are. a Thousand I" Cent. above the 
Value ot the Civility received. Yet there is no immediate Collusion; the 
Trader and Officer are both safe; the Design, if discovered, passes for Error. 

These, with numberless other Evils, have all their Origin In the Poverty of 
the Officers. Poverty, in Defiance of Principle, begets a Degree of Meanness 
that will stoop to almost any Thing. A thousand Refinements of Argnment 
may be brought to prove, that the Practice of Honesty will be still the same, in 
the most trying and necessitous Circumstances. He who never was an hun
ger'd mayargne finely on the Subjection of his Appetite; and he who never 
was distressed, may harangne as beautifully on the Power of Principle. But 
Poverty, like Grief, has an incurable Deafness, which never hears; the 
Oration loses all its Edge; and .. To be, or not to be," becomes the only 
Question. 

There is a striking Difference between Dishonesty arising from Want of 
Food, and Want of Principle. The first is worthy of Compassion, the other of 
Punishment. Nature never produced a Man who would starve in a well stored 
Larder, because the Provisions were not his own: But he who robs it from 
Luxury of Appetite deserves a Gibbet. 

There is another Evil which the Poverty of the Salary produces, and which 
nothing but an Augmentation of it can remove; and that is Negligence and 
Indifference. These may not appear of such dark Complexion as Fraud and 
Collusion, but their Injuries to the Revenue are the same. It is impossible 
that any Office or Business can be regarded as it ought, where this ruinous Dis
position exists. It requires no sort of Argnment to prove that the Value set 
upon any Place or Employment will be in Proportion to the Value of it; and 
that Diligence or Negligence will arise from the same Cause. I The continual 
Number of Relinquishments and Discharges always happening in the Excise, 
are evident Proofs of it. 

Persons first coming into the Excise form very different Notions of it, to 
what they have afterwards. The gay Ideas of Promotion soon expire. The 
Continuance of Work, the Strictness of the Duty, and the Poverty of the 
Salary, soon beget Negligence and Indifference: The Course coutinues 
for a while, the Revenue suffers, and the Officer is discharged: The Vacancy 
is soon filled up, new ones arise to produce the same Mischief, and share the 
lIame Fate. . 

What adds still more to the Weight of this Grievance is, that this destruc
tive Disposition reigns most among such as are otherwise the most .I?roper 
and qualified for the Employment; such as are neither fit for the EXCIse. or 
any Thing else, are glad to hold in by any Means: But the Revenue lies 
tit as much Hazard from their Want of Judgment, as from the others' W'BIlt of 
Diligeuce. 

In private Life, no Man would trust the Execution of any important Con
cern to a Servant who was careless whether he did it or not, and the same Rule 
must hold good in a Revenue Sense. The Commissioners may continue dis
charging every Day, and the Example will have no Weight while the Salary is 
an Object so Inconsiderable, and this Disposition has such a general Eristence. 
Should it be advanced, that if Men will be careless of such Bread as is in their 
Possession, they will still be the same were it better; I answer that, as the Dis
position I am speaking of is not the Effect of natural Idleness, but of Dissatis
faction in point of Profit, they would not continue the same. A good Servant 
will be careful of a good Place, though very indifferent about a bad one. 
Besides, this Spirit of Indifference, should it procure a discharge, is no ways 

I The documents connected with Paine's own disch~ from office in 1716. his restoration, 
and final dismissal in 1174, are ~ven in my Life of Paine, vol. i. ch.~. No dishonesty was 
charged. Cobbett held that this dismissal of Paine cost England her American ColoDlosl
.EdittW'. 
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a~ecting ~o their Circumstances. The easy Transition of a qualified Officer to 
a Compting-House, ,!r at lo;ast to a School-Master, at any Time, as it naturally 
supports and backs hIS Indtflert;nce about the Excise, so it takes off all Punish
ment from the Order whenever It happens. 

I ha:ve kno'!11 Numbers discharged from the Excise who would have been 
a C.redlt .to then Patrons and th.e Employment, could they have found it worth 
theIr whIle to have attended to It. No Man enters into Excise with any higher 
Expectations than a competent Maintenance; but not to find even that can 
produce nothing but Corruption, Collusion and Neg/eet. ' 

REMARKS ON THE QUALIFICATIONS OF OFFICERS. 

IN Em~loyments wh~re .direct Labo?," only is want~d, and Trust quite out of 
the QuestIon, th~ ServIce IS merely ammal or mechamcal. In cutting a River 
or form~ a Roa.d, as there is no Possibility of Fraud! the Merit of Honesty i~ 
but of httle WeIght. Health, Strength, and Hardmess are the Labourer's 
Virtues. But where Property depends on the Trust, and lies at the Discretion 
of the Servant, the Judgement of the Master takes a different Channel both in 
the Choice and the Wages. The Honest and the Dissolute have here ~o Com
~arison of Merit. A known !hief may be trusted to gather Stones; but a 
Steward ought to be Proof ag81nst the Temptations of uncounted Gold. 

The Excise is so far from being of the Nature of the first, that it is all and 
more than can commonly be put together in the last: 'T is a place of Poverty, 
of Trust, of Opportunity, and Temptation. A Compound of Discords, where 
the more they harmonize, the more they offend. Ruin and Reconcilement are 
produced at once. 

To be properly qualified for the Employment, it is not only necessary that 
the Person should be honest, but that he be sober, diligent, and skilful: Sober, 
that he may be always capable of Business; diligent, that he may be always in 
his business; and skilful, that he may be able to prevent 01' detect Frauds 
against the Revenue. The Want of any of these Qualifications is a Capital 
Offence in the Excise. A Complaint of Drunkenness, Negligence, or Ignor
ance, is certain Death by the Laws of the Board. It cannot then be all 
Sorts of Persons who are proper for the Office. The very notion of procuring 
a sufficient Number for even less than the present Salary, is so destitute of 
every Degree of sound Reason, that it needs no Reply. The Employment, 
from the Insufficiency of the Salary, is already become so inconsiderable in the 
general Opinion, that Persons of any Capacity or Reputation will keep out of 
it; for where is the Mechanic, or even the Labourer, who cannot earn at least 
IS. gtd. per day 1 It certainly cannot be proper to take the Dregs of every 
Calling, and to make the Excise the common Receptacle for the Indigent, the 
Ignorant, and the Calamitous. 

A truly worthy Commissioner, lately dead, made a public Offer a few Years 
ago, of putting any of his Neighbours' Sons into the Excise; but though the 
Offer amounted almost to an Invitation, one only, whom seven Years Appren
ticeship could not make a Taylor, accepted it; who, after a Twelvemonth's 
Instruction, was ordered off, but in a few Days finding the Employment beyond 
his Abilities, he prudently deserted it, and returned Home, wht;r~ he now re
mains in the Character of an Husbandman. 

There are very few Instances of Rejection even of persons who can scarce 
write their own names legibly' for as there is neither Law to compel, nor En-

, couragement to incite no other can be had than such as offer, and none will 
offer who can see any other Prospect of Living. Every one ~nows that the 
Excise is a Place of Labour, not of Ease; of Hazard, not of Certamty; and that 
downright Poverty finishes the Charact~r. . ' . 

It must strike every considerate Mmd to bear a Man WIth a large FamIly 
faithful enough to declare, that he cannot suppo~ himself on the Salary w.ith 
that honest Independance he could wish. There IS a great Degree of affectmg 
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Honesty in an ingenuous Confession. Eloquence may strike the Ear, but the 
Language of Poverty strikes the Heart; the first may charm like Music, but the 
second alarms like a Knell. 

Of late Years there has been such an Admission of improper and ill qualified 
Persons into the Excise, that the Office is not only become contemptible, but 
the Revenue insecure. Collectors, whose long Services and Qualifications have 
advanced them ·to that Station, are disgraced by the Wretchedness of new 
Supers continually. Certainly some Regard ought to be had to Decency, as 
well as Merit. 

These are some of the capital Evils which arise from the wretched Poverty 
of the Salary. Evils they certainly are; for what can be more destructive in 
a Revenue Office, than CORRUPTION, COLLUSION, NEGLECT, AND ILL QUALIFI
CATIONS. 

Should it be questioned whether an Augmentation of Salary would remove 
them, I answer, there is scarce a Doubt to be made of it. Human Wisdom 
may possibly be deceived in its wisest Designs; but here, every Thought and 
Circumstance establish the Hope. They are Evils of such a ruinous Tendency, 
that they must, by some Means or other, be removed. Rigour and Severity 
have been tried in vain; for Punishment loses all its Force where Men expect 
and disregard it. 

Of late Years, the Board of Excise has shewn an extraordinary Tenderness 
in such Instances as might otherwise have affected the Circumstances of their 
Officers. Their compassion has greatly tended to lessen the Distresses of the 
Employment: But as it cannot amount to a total Removal of them, the Officers 
of Excise throughout the Kingdom have (as the Voice of one Man) prepared 
Petitions to be laid before the Hon. Honse of Commons on the ensuing Par
liament. 

An Augmentation of Salary, sufficient to enable them to live honestly and 
competently, would produce more good Effect than all the Laws of the Land 
can enforce. The Generality of such Frauds as the Officers bave been de
tected in, have appeared of a Nature as remote from inherent Dishonesty as a 
temporary Illness is from an incurahle Disease. Surrounded with Want, 
C/lildrm, and Dupair, what can the Huslland or the Fallur do? No Laws 
compel like Nature-No Connections hind like Blood. 

With an Addition of Salary, the Excise would wear a new Aspect, and 
recover its former Constitution. Languor and Neglect would give Place· to 
Care and Chearfulness. Men of Reputation and Ahilities would seek after it, 
and finding a comfortable Maintenance, would stick to it. The nnworthy and 
the incapable would be rejected; the Power of Superiors be re-established, and 
Laws and Instructions receive new Force. The Officers would be secured 
from the Temptations of Poverty, and the Revenne from the Evils of it; the 
Cnre would be as extensive as the Complaint, and new Health out-root the 
present CORRUPTIONS. 

THOMAS PAINE: 
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THE WILL OF THOMAS PAINE. 

NOTE BY THE EDITOIl.-The fact that Paine's wife (""'e Elizabeth Ollive) is 
n?l mentioned in his Will m'!-y be explained by the fact that she pre-deceased 
him. In the Mtmt"lJI RepoSItory (London) of September, 1808 is the follow
ing obituary: .. MR.S. PAINE. On Sunday July 27, at her brother's house at 
Cranbrook in Kent, in the 68th year of her age, Mrs. Paine, wife of the c~le
brated Thomas Paine, author ofthe • Rights of Man,' • Age of Reason,' &c. &c. 
She was the daughter of Mr. Ollive, a respectable tradesman in Lewes, Essex 
in whose house Mr. Paine lived before his marriage as well as some time after: 
The marriage took place at Lewes in the year 1771 ; but brought the parties 
little satisfaction or comfort. After living together three years Mr. and Mrs. 
Paine, convinced it would seem that they were nnsuited to each other, agreed 
mutually to separate, and accordingly a legal deed of separation was executed. 
Mrs. Paine's family were Dissenters of the Calvinistic persuasion. It may be 
considered unfortunate that Mr. Paine knew little of Christians in England but 
asCalvinists, or in France but as Papists. His attack on Christianity was indeed 
directed against the gross corruptions of it, as exhibited by those two great 
Christian parties. Few or none of his sneers affect the religion of the New 
Testament. ·Mrs. Paine lived amongst her friends, maintaining a respectable 
and Christian character. Some of her time was passed in London, where she 
communicated with the Calvinistic church under Dr. Rippon, meeting in Carter 
Lane, Tooley-st, Southwark; the rest of it at Cranbrook, where she attended 
on the ministry of Mr. Stonehouse of the same denomination.-The death of 
Mrs. Paine has given occasion for much abuse of her husband. This was need
less, ungenerous, and we believe in a great measure unjustifiable. Husbands 
and wives may live uncomfortably together where there is no deism or republi
canism to favour dissension." Paine's domestic troubles are detailed, so far as 
known, in my biography of him. He gave to his wife all of his possessions, and 
went to America penniless. When he had secured means he sent money to her 
anonymously. Madame Bonneville and her children, to whom most of his 
property was left, were its proper recipients. She and her husbaud (detained 
in France under surveillance, by Napoleon) had given Paine a home, 1797-1802, 
for which he could partIy pay, but also care and affection which his always 
warm gratitude could not forget. 

TMPeoplel1/IM State 11/ New Y",.k, 6y 1M ldau 11/ GtJrI, Pra and IntIe
pmt/ent, 10 all 111 WMm IMse presmls snal/ CI1_, ",. may ctmcern, SEN» 

GREETING: 

KNow VB That the aunexed is a true copy of the Will of THOMAS 
P AINE d~ as recorded in the office of the surrogate, in and for the 
city and'county of ' New York. In testimony whereof, w.e have c;aused the. seal 
of office of our said surrogate to be hereunto affixed. WItness. SIlvanus Mdler, 
Esq., surrogate of said connty, at the city of New York, the· twelfth day of July, 

50, 
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in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and nine, and of onr Inde
pendence the thirty-fourth. 

SILVANUS MILLltL 

THB WILL. 

THE last Will and Testament of me, the subscriber, Thomas Paine, reposing 
confidence in my Creator, God, and in no other being, for 1 know of ..no other, 
nor believe in any other. I, Thomas Paine, of the State of New York, author 
of the work entitled (;0 __ Snue, written in Philadelphia, in 1775, and pub
lished in that city the beginning of January, 1776, which awaked America to a 
declaration of Independence on the fourth of July following, which was as fast 
as the work could spread through such an extensive country; author also of the 
several numbers of the A..mca" Crisis, thirteen in all ; published occasionally 
during the progress of the revolutionary w~e last is on the peace; author 
also of RiCkls of Mt1fI, parts the first and second, written and published in 
London, in 1791 and 1792; author also of a work on religion, Agr of RnutI", 
parts the first and second-No B. I have a third part by me in manuscript, and 
an answer to the bishop of lJandaff; author also of a work, lately published, 
entitled Eza",iJIQtiott of 1M Passag~s i" 1M NNII Tes/QIIU1II, Qttoled .frt- 1M 
Okl, a"d called Propllecies ctmar1IinC Jenu CArisl, au sNnvi..g llure tire _ 
Proplleries of any NlCA Per_ .. author also of several other works not here 
enumerated, DisserlatitnU tJ1I Finl Principles of (;qwr".,nII,-Ikcline .u 
Fall of Ilu E..gIisA System of FiJIQlU"e,-Agrari4" JlIStiu, &c. &c., make this 
my last Will and Testament, that is to say: 1 give and bequeath to my execu
tors hereinafter appointed, Walter Morton and Thomas Addis Emmet. thirty 
shares I hold in the New York Phrenix Insurance Company, which cost me 
fourteen hundred and seventy dollars, they are worth now upwards of fifteen 
hundred dollars, and all my moveable effects, and also the money that may be 
in my trunk or elsewhere at the time of my decease, paying thereout the ex
penses of my funeral, IN TRUST as to the said shares, moveables, and money, for 
Margaret Brazier Bonneville, wife of Nicholas Bonneville. of Paris, for her own 
sole and separate use, and at her own disposal, notwitbstanding ber coverture. 
As to my farm in New Rochelle, I give, devise, and bequeath the same to my 
said executors, Walter Morton and Thomas Addis Emmet, and to the survivor 
of them, his heirs and assigns forever, lli TRUST nevertheless, to sell and dispose 
of tbe north side thereof, now in the occupation of Andrew A. Dean, beginning 
at the west end of the or.:hard, and running in a line with the land sold to-
Coles, to the end of the farm. and to apply the money arising from such sale as 
hereinafter directed. I give to my friend~ Walter Morton, of the New York 
Phrenix Insurance Company, and Thomas Addis Emmet, Counsellor at Law, 
late of Ireland, two hundred dollars each. and one hundred dollars to Mrs. 
Palmer, widow of Elihu Palmer,late of New York, to be paid out of the money 
arising from said sale; and I give the remainder of the money arising from that 
sale, one half thereof to Clio Rickman, of High or Upper Mary-Ie-Bone Street, 
London, and the other balf to Nicholas Bonneville, of Paris, husband of Mar
garet B. Bonneville, aforesaid: and as to the south part of the said farm, con
taining npwards of one hnndred acres, in trust to rent out the same. or otherwise 
put it to profit, as shall be found most adviseable, and to pay the rents and 
profits thereof to the said Margaret B. Bonneville, in trust for her -children, 
Benjamin Bonneville, and Thomas Bonneville, their education and mainte
nance, until they come to the age of twenty-one years, in order that she may 
bring them well up, give thenl good and nseful learning, and instruct them in 
their duty to God, and the practice of morality; the rent of the land, or the 
interest of the money for which it may be sold, as hereinafter mentioned, to be 
employed in their education. And after the youngest of the said children shall 
have arrived at the age of twenty-one years, in further trust to convey the same 
to the said children, share and share alike, in fee simple. But if it shall be 
thonght advisable by my executors and executrix, or the survivors of them, at 
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any time before the youngest of the said children shall come of age, to sell and 
dispose of the said south side of the said farm, in that case I hereby authorize 
and empower my said executors to sell and dispose of the same, and I direct 
that the money arising from such sale be put into stock, either in the United 
States Bank stock, or New York Phcenix Insurance Company stock, the inter
est or dividends thereof to be applied as is already directed for the education 
and maintenance of the said children, and the principal to be transferred to the 
&aid children, or the survivor of them, on his or their coming of age. I know 
not if the society of people, called Quakers, admit a person to be buried in their 
burying ground, who does not belong to their society, but if they do, or will 
admit me, I would prefer being buried there; my father belonged to that pra
fession, and I was partly brought up in it. But if it is not consistent with their 

- rules to do this, I desire to be buried on my own farm at New Rochelle. The 
place where I am to be buried, to be a square of twelve feet, to be enclosed 
with rows of trees, and a stone or post and rail fence, with a headstone with 
my name and age engraved upon it, author of Common Smse. I nominate, 
constitute, and appoint Walter Morton, of the New York Phcenix Insurance 
Company, and Thomas Addis Emmet, Counsellor at Law, late of Ireland, and 
Margaret B. Bonneville, executors and executrix to this my last Will and Testa
ment, requesting the said Waller Morton and Thomas Addis Emmet, that they 
will give what assistance they conveniently can to Mrs. Bonneville, and see that 
the children be well brought up. Thus placing confidence in their friendship, 
I herewith take my final leave of them and of the world. I have lived an 
honest and useful life to mankind; my time has been spent in doing good, and 
I die in perfect composure and resignation to the will of my Creator, God. 
Dated the eighteenth day of January, in the year one thousand, eight hundred 
and nine; and I have also signed my name to the other sheet of this Will, in 
testimony of its being a part thereof. 

THOMAS PAINE. 

Signed, sealed, published, and declared by the testator, in our presence, wh.o, 
at his request and in the presence of each other, have set our names as WIt
nesses theret~, the words" published and declared" first interlined. 

WM. KEESE, 
JAMES ANGEVINE, 
CORNELIUS RYDER. 
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tration, 402, 4J2, 416 ; iv., 208, 456 

--Samuel, i., 214; iii., 372. 405 ; 
iv., 201 ; corresp. with Paine, 201 
Ie,. 

Addison, Jos., author, cit., iv., 48 
.. Address to the Addressers" (of the 

king), iii., 45 
Adet, French envoy in America, iii., 

245 
.. Age of Reason," ii., 327, 512; iii., 

2 ; when written,iv., I • .re,., II; tbeft 
of MS., 13; prosecuted, 17; part 
used as a religious tract, 18; 200 
Ie, ... alterations, 7, 170; i" foe • 

.. Agrarian Justice," Paine's pamphlet, 
iii., 322 

Agur's Prayer, iv., 124, 502 
Ainslie, Rev. Robt., owned Paine's 

skull, iv., p. xx. 
Aitkin. Robt. (Pbil'a), employs Paine 

as editor, i., 2, 14 ; iv., 430 
Ajalon, moon in. iv •• 107 
Aleunder the Great, i., 26, 188, 248 ; 

ii., 121 
Alger, J. G., author, cit., iii., 3<)6; 

iv., p. xiii, II, 236 
Alliance bet. England, France, and 

America urged by Paine, ii., 5 [0 

Alliance of throne and people in 
France, ii., 233 

America, i., IS, 25, 50, 167, 240, 249, 
329, 371 ; ii., 101, 402 ; races, 410 ; 
cost of gov't, 19 sq.; i"l«. 

Ammon, children ofl iv., 105 
Angel Inn, Islington, .. Rights of 

Man" begun there, ii., 259 
Angels, iv., 365 
Antoinette, Marie, Burke and, ii., 261, 

301 
Arches, etc., Pain.e's specification for 

patent, ii., 227 
Arcturus (in lOb), iv., 124 
Aristocracy, ,46; !i., 321, 423; iiL, 

10; i"l«. 
Arnold, Benedict, Silas Deane with, 

i., 334 
Asgill, Capt: (Eng.), hostage, i., 357, 

359; Pame's corresp; with Washing
ton on, ii., 130, 131. 

Atbanasius, iv., 181, 436 
Atheism, iv., 18, 205 
Attorney.Gen. (Sir Archibald Mac

donald), Paine's letter to, after in • 
dictment of .. Rights of Man," iii., 
II ; letter to, concerning the coming 
trial, 110 

Attraction, scientific note by Paine, 
iv., 436 

Augustine, St., iv., 264 

B 

Babel, Tower, iv~, 31~ 
Babeuf, French socialist, iii., 323 
Bache, Franklin, i., 393; iii., lSI, 

230-2 ; iv., 12, 15,430 
.. Bachelors' Hall," impromptu, iv., 

484 • .. 8 Bank of North Amenca, 11., 14 
Barak, iv., 37, 107 
Barclay (Quaker), cit., i., 123 
Barere, iii., 141, 158; signed Paine's 

death.warrant, 164, 394 
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Barlow, Joel, iii., introd., 376, 395, 
421 ; iv .• 12, 15, 86 

Barras, president of Directory, iii., 
354 . 

Barrois, Paris printer, iv., 12 
Barthelemy, Fran~ois, iii., 361 
Bastille, the, ii.,285, 287 se'l., 356; 

key of, iii., p. v. 
Beaumarchais, i., 395, 421,438 
Benezet, Anthony, Quaker, i., 1 

Berkenhout, Dr., i., 403,435 
Bernard, Sir F., i., II 
Berne, "hear" of, ii., 447 
Bible obscenities, iv., 34, 103, 153 
Bicameral legislatures, ii., 243; iv., 

462,465 
Biddle, Col. (Phil'a), i., 387 
Bill of Rights, ii.. 437 
Blake, Wm. (artist), on Paine, iii., p. 

vii. 
Blanc, Louis, hist'., iii., 127 
" Blue Laws" (Sunday laws), why so 

called, iv., 324 
Bonaparte, on Christ, iv., 236; sup

presses Theophilanthropy, 245; B. 
and Paine, 450 se'l. 

Bond, Surgeon, helps Paine in Lux
embourg prison, iv., 87 

Boniface, St., iv., 59 
Bonneville, Nicholas de, and Madame, 

iii .. p. vii. ; iv., 15, 246, 258, 278, 
290, 293, 507, 508 

Bonney, Canon, on Bible, iv., 6 
,. Boston patriotic song," iv., introd., 

xx., 486 
Boulanger, .. St. Paul," iv., 173 
Bourdon de l'Oise denounces Paine in 

French Convention, iii, 158, 200, 
202 

Braddock, Gen., i., 207 
Brandywine, battle, i., 229 
Briggs, Geo., freemason, cit., iv, 290 
Brissot, ] ean Pierre, iii., introd., xiv., 

101 
Broglio, Count de, ii .. 290, 294 
Bryan, Hon. Geo., Pa. Assembly, ii., 

30 
Bunker Hill, battle of, i., 14 
Burgoyne, Gen., i., 30, 241, 254 
Burke, Edmund, friendliness to Paine, 

ii., 231, 258 se'l.; Croly's Life 
of, 269: the coalition, 370; his 
::.Appeal,:: 394; Paine p;osecuJion, 
m., 14 ; masked penSIoner, 14, 
39, 96, 382; iv., 19; Paine's in
timacy with the Burkes, 434 

-- Richard, son of Edmund, emolu
ments from the govenlment, iii., 96 

lIurr, Hon. Aaron, slandered, iii., 
406 ; iv., 331,334 

Butler, Bishop, argument against 
deists, iv., 9, 259 

C 

Cabalism, Eastern, iv., 285 
Cain and Abel, iv., 312 
Calendar, Egyptian, Julian, French 

(revolutionary), iv., 281 se'l. 
Calonne, M., ii., 336 s"'l.; iii., 116 
Calvinism, iv., 338, 425 
Canaan, iv., 104 
Canada, ii., 123 
Caritat, Mr., iv., 15 
Carleton, Gen. Sir Guy, i., 355, 368 ; 

ii.,130 
Carlile, Rich'd, publisher, imprisoned, 

iv., 18,97 
Carlisle, Earl, commissione~ in Amer. 

revolution, i., 261 
Carlyle, Thomas, on Paine's escape, 

iii., 396 
Carrier, French revolutionist, iv., 90 
Carver, Wm. (New York), iv., 305 
U Casca," not Paine, i" I6S 
.. Castle in the Air," poem, iv., 490 
Chalmers, Geo., his work, .. Com-

parative Strength of Gt. Britain," 
ii., 375 se'l.; his libel on Paine, 
522 : iv., 434 

Charlemont, Earl, on Paine, i.,.., in-
trod., viii. 

Charles, pretender, i., 261 
Charles II., ii., 480, 483, 498 
Charleston, S. C., capit'n in revolu-

tion, i., 301, 306, 317: ii., 152 
Chatham, Earl, i., 165, 299; ii., 120: 

anecdote, iii., 362 
Chauvelin, French ambassador, ex

pelled from England, iii., p. viii., 
362 

Cheetham, Jas., New York journalist, 
iv., 14 

Chemin-Dupontes, .. Manual of Thea
philanthropists." iv., 232 

Christ, a solar fable, iii., 380: iv" 
293,423 

Christianity, bases of, iv.. 28; the 
word, 293, 309, 423: i"lot:. 

Chronicles, books of, iv., 101, 1I9 
Cicero, iv., 275, 410 
Citizenship, honorary, French, con

ferred on Paine and seventeen other 
foreigners, iii., 97: Paine's Ameri
can citizenship, J 50 se'l. 

Clinton, Gen. Sir H., i., 261, 265, 
292, 351 : ii., 130 

Clive, Lord, i., 29, 147. 251 
Clymer, Geo., i., 159: iv .• 19 
.. Columbia," ode, iv., 488 
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Cobbett, Wm., iii., CJ6, 236 ; iv., 247 
Commissioners, 'American, in Paris, 

iii., 371 s~'1. 
Commissioners, British, in American 

revolution, i., 129; described by 
Lord Mahon, 261; rebuffs, 291; 
and Congress, ii., 92 s~'1., III 

.. Common Sense," Paine's pamphlet, 
i., 67, 214, 373, 440; ii., 463 ; iii., 
382, 389; iv., 3, 22, 63, 201 

Conception, the miraculous, iv., 24, 
131, 152 

Conde!, Prince de, iii., 353 
Condorcet, ii., I'll, 237; iii .. p. vii, 

xiv., 120, 138 ; Paine on, 350 
Confederation, U. States, ii.; 432 
Congress, The continental, i., 47 
Constitutions, U. States, i., p. vii. ; 

p'roposed by Paine, 98 (iii., 386); 
n., 250, 426, 429, 452 ; state con
stitutions translated into French, 
335; English, ~3, 310 s~fJ·, 435 ; 
French, 247, 312 1<'1.,452 ; iii., 9 ; 
iv., 253; Pennsylvania, ii., 429; 
reform of, iv., 457 ; principles, 468 

II Contentment," poem, iv., 492 
Contradictory doctrines, between 

Matt. and Luke, iv., 417 
Convention, French, Paine's speeches 

in, on bringing Louis X VI. to trial, 
iii., liS; plea for the king's life, 
119; for the king's respite, 125 ;.on 
the Constitution of 1795; Paine's 
appeal to the Convention from 
prison, 146 

Conway, Henry Seymour, M.P. , moves 
discontinuance of war in America, 
i., 354 

Copyright, international, ii., 69 
Corinthians, epistle to, iv., 173 
Cornwallis, surrender, i., 323; iv., 87 
Cosmogony, in Genesis, 261 
Couthon, revolutionist, iv., i. 
Cowen, Joseph, M.P., letter of Paine 

lent by, iv., 15 
Cranley (Lord Onslow), letters to, iii .. 

30 
U Crisis'" Paine's series, i., 168 s~fJ.,#· 

2d, to Lord Howe, 179; 3d, 1<)6; 
4th, 229; 5th, to Gen. Sir Wm. 
Howe, 233 ; 6th, to the British Com
missioners, 261 ; 7th, to the people 
of England, 271 ; 8th, to the same, 
293; 9th, 301; Crisis Extraordi
nary, 306; lOth, on the king's speech, 
323 ; to the people of America, 332 ; 
lIth, on the present state of news, 
345 ; a . supernumerary Crisis, ad
dressed to Sir Guy Carleton, 355; 
12th, to the Earl of Shelhurne, 

360 ; 13th, Thoughts on the Peace, 
370, 392 ; ii., 463 ; iv., 507 

Crucifixion, the, iv., 158 
Culloden, battle of, i., 330 
.. Cupid and Hymen," fable, i., 36 
Cyrus, iv" 121, 130, 276, 284, 330, 
. 385, 391 

D 

Dalrymple, Sir J.. on America, i., 
319 

Dan, iv., 98 
Daniel, prophet, iv., 144 
Danton, iii., p. xiv.; Paine's letter to, 

135; iv., 2 
D'Artois, ii., 338, 340(356), 347; iii., 

136 
David, psalmist, iv., 126, 137 
Davie, W. R., U. S. Com'r to France, 

iii., 371 
Dean, Andrew, letter to, iv., 421 
Deane, Silas, American. agent in 

France, i., 332, 334; Paine's ar
raignment of, 395-445 : treacherous 
conduct, 417, 444; iii., 244, 246, 
401 ; iv., 428 

Deborah, prophetess, iv., 37, 107 
De Brienne, Cardinal, ii., I'll, 270 
Declaration of Independence (Ameri- • 

can), earliest, i., 65; "Common
Sense" on, 67; 157, 160; iii., 
463 ; iv., 200 

Declaration of Rights, iii., 128 
Declaration, Thatched House, ii .• 

253, 520 
Declaratory Act of Parliament, 1766. 

i., 165, 177, 199; ii., 73 
Deforgues, minister of Foreign Affairs, 

correspond. with Gouv. Morris 
about Paine, iii., 159 u'l. 

Deity and Deism, ii., 305; iv., 46, 
188, 315 

Democracy, ii., 423 
Denis, St., faubourg, iv., 12 
Deuteronomy, iv., 94 
Dilke's " Papers of a Critic," nt. con

cerning Burke's conduct in office, 
iii., ·96 

Diodorus of Sicily, iv., 281 
Dio~enes, Laertius, nt., iv., 266 
.. Dissertations on Government, etc., .. 

pamphlets. ii., 132 ; iii., 2 S6 
Dragon of Wantley, iv., 143 
Dragonetti, ,. Virtues and Reward, H 

nt., i., 98 
Drayton, Judge, S. C., i., 215 
Dream, essay, iv., 356-9, 421 
Druids, iv., 293 s~fJ. 
Duchatelet, Achille, iii., introd., 4 
-- Gen., iii., introd. 
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Duelling, i., 40 
Duffield, Rev. Dr., i., j~ 
Dukhobortsky, Russia" Quakem, i,.., 

4 
Dlltilont, EtieDlle, IIi!! .. Mirabeau," 

tit., iii., p. vi. 
Dumouriez, Gen., iii., 132, t'38 
Dundas (Henry, :Lord Melville), let

ter to, iii., J 5 
Dupuis-, Chas!· Fnm~i9, authot, iv~, 

236, 2<)0 

Easter, festival, iv., 282 
.. Eastern Wise· MeII.," rhymed I!olll

mentary, iv., 496 
Eaton, D. I., puhlisher, hill editor's 

blunder, i., 168 ; ii., 263 ; iii., II(}; 
iv .. 13; imprisoned,357 

Ebionites, iv., 173 
Ecclegjaste!l-, iv., 12'7 
Eden, fable of, iv .. 29, 288 ; i.lot. 
Eden, Wm. (Lord Auckland), English 

Comr., in 261 ; ii., 378 
Edom, iv., 100 
Education, of the poor, it. 490 
.. Eighteenth FlUctidot," pamphlet, 

iii., 345 
Elijah, iv., 116 
Elisha, iv., iI4, lt6; 14_ 
Ellsworth, Oliver, Comr. to France, 

iii., 371 
li:mancipation, negro, in Pa., pream

ble to act by Paine, ii., :2(} 
P:mmons, Rev. Dr., i,.. 1106 
England, invasion' of, iv., 450; and 

America, i6.; and Malta, 452; 1,,1«. 
Er!lkine, defends .. Rights of Man," 

iii., introd., lI.; prosecutes .. Age 
of Reason/' iv., 11 8~., 110<); 
Paine's letter to, 3II 

Etna, fable of, iv., filS 
Euclid, iv., 91, I7~, 29[' 
Europe, Paine to the· Citizens or, iii., 

140 
Excisemen, plea for, privately printed, 

i., 195 ; iv., I25 
Exodus, i ..... 93 1''1-
Ezekiel} prophet, iv;, 144 

F 

Fall of Mall, i-I'., 26:1, 328 
.. Farmer Short's Dog," poem, iv, 478 
Faustus,Bishop, iv., 172· 
Federalism, iii., 385 
.. Federalist Feast," lines., i"., 493' 
Fellows, Jna. Col .• letter to. i"., I~, 

236; saves Paine'! Mss" 1S8, 368 

Female sex, letter =, b, Paine, r., 59 
Fetdinand. Prince, proposed fot /!o!n'

mand in America, by S. Deane .. i., 
428 

Fergn!loD. Adsm, Prot., i., 261 
Finance, English, Paine's pamphlet 

on, iii., 280 
Fisheries. Newfoundland, Paine'soon

troversy on. ii., 1~8 
Fitzgetald, Lord Edward, liveS with 

Paine. iii., p. xiii 
Flag, American, i., 14, 374, 380 
.. Forester, The," Signature of four 

letters by Paine, to .. Cato," i., i27 
.re'! • 

.. Forgetfulness," essay o~, iii., jf3 
Fox, Chas. Jas., i.. 406; ii., 94, 2SS·, 

370; his Jury bill, 445; want of 
firmness, 504; iii., p. xii. 

Fox, GeoTge, Quaker, i., 1'. 'fii, ; i"., 6 
France i., 252; treaty with America, 

263. and England, 290, 351 ; sub
sidies to America, 39! Ie,!., 415, 
4QO; ii., 4; alliance with America, 
91, 100,106; revenne, 126 ; popula.
tion. wealth, etc., 207"'9: revolution, 
2'53, 269 It,!; address to the people 
of, iii., 97 ; iv., 456 

Francis, Dr .... Old NeW' York," on 
Elihu Palmer, iv .. 304'; on Paine, 
470 

Franklin, Dr.. i., !6c).;. tn· London, 
179·; supposed author of .. Common 
Sense," 1114; Paine's lettem to, in 
Paris, 229, 245, 256, 275. j33, 348, 
384, 397, 40j; 406, 420, 428. 431 : 
treaty of peace, ii., 25; freedom of 
commerce at sea, 128; the bank, 
187; society fur political inquiries, 
188; anecdotes of, 258, 283, jI8 ; 
as diplomatist, 335 : iii., p. xiii·;· hiS 
chair. xiv; referred tb. iv., 1'4·, i~, 
60, 128. 1 50; on animal1llBglletism', 
354; OD Deism, 427.; Franklin and 
Paine, 430 

Freemasonty, druidical origin .. iV., 
2<)0 .re'!., hall in London, 295; 
scenery, 303 

Frost, John, English Jacobin, iii:. p. 
xiii.; leaftll England with Paine,41, 
I~. 

G 

Gs~e; GeR. (Eng.), i., ro; proclama
tion, 16S, 2OQ,· 357 

Gales. editOf' of the NatioHtil [,;hlli
g_, Washington, .. Plrilie .efu
gee from England, iit. 381 

Galileo-, i" ... S9 
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Gall,?wll1, 10$.; .. Aiilerica"w.," ii., 7 
Garnson, W. L.. abolitionist, his 

motto lind Paino's, ii., 472 
GenesiS, iv., t}3, Q8. 1911 
Genet. French minister to U. States, 

i .... introd •• sf. 
GellfiIei. i .... 124. 147 
George I., ii., 368 ; close-fisted,,, 79, 

480 
George III .• i .• infrod.; 93'. 161, 1'65, 

17ri,U9; 261. 291. '93, 323, 417, 
428, 444: insanity, ii.; '34, 371 
(iv., p. vi.), 258 ; iii. 24 

George IV •• iii., 112 ; iv •• 11'. Tti. 
Georgeit, Paine's landlord' in Paris, 

iii., 319 ; i ... II '. 
Cerard, M., French mirliSterm Amer

ica, i.. 438; tries to bribe Paine, 
4~4 ; ii., 19. 463 

Getmaine, Lord G., i.. !lSi 
Germantown, battle; i., 244, 387 
Gibraltar, ii., US 
Gideon, i., 76 
Goldsmith, 01., i •• fntt'oQ .• vii.. 
Gavernment. principles of. ii. 1'33/'9'., 

237-52,413 Iltf·; iii., SO 
Graham, Dr., befriends Paine, i".; 87 
Greel!. Dr. Clair J., iv.,' 3Sl! 
Greene, Col. Christopher, i .• 381) 

,Greene, Gen. Nath·l. i., 352, 387; 
iii., 247, 3ff1 

Gregoire, Henri, iT., 1136 
Grenville, Lord, i.,' 368; iii., 49 
Grotius, hist., iv .. 397 
Guizot, iii., 1 it 
Gunpowder. as Ii motor, iv •• 438 
Gustavus Adolphll!!; !!tops practice Of 

duelling. i., 4~ 

.. Hail, Great Republic," Pailie's 
., song. iv., 488 . ' 

Haliday. Dr. Alex., and Burke, iV., 
,introd., ix. . .. 

Hall, John, engineer With Paine, ii~, 
128 : Burke's pensiol1. iii., 9S 

Hall. Rev. Robt."iv .. 306 
Hamilton, Alex., Oil rights, iii.. 265 ; 

on Senate, 392; opposes Alien and 
Sedition laws, 414; and Washing
,~on, 416: dueJ With Burr, i'V., 331-4 

Hauy. theoj>hilanthropist. iv., 237 
Haveu1eyet, W. F .• New York, his 

MS. of Paine's .. Maritime Com
pact," iii., 418 

Henly IV. of France, ii., j87 
Hen1'y'. William, Jr., engineer, 1., *33, 

392 

Iteft!ditaty gove.mmeJit, ii .• 419; iii., 
7, i1 

Herodotus, does not mention Moses, 
iv., 328; OB the Egyptiall year, 
278 

Herschel, iv., 3, 69, 71 
Hessians, in America, i., 187, 193 

tOS.l!40; ii., 81, 83 ' 
H?!land. BritiSh armamentS against, 

II., 191 Ie,!., 233; republic, 388; 
disturbances, 418; iii., 9 

Homer, iv., 64. 173 
Howe, Oeo. Aug .• i., 233 
Howe, Lord, i., 179; ii., 80 I lines to. 

iv .• 48g 
Howe, Gen. Sit. W .• i., 1131, '33, -54. 

38S 
Huddy, Capt., "lynched I, by Eng-

lish soldiers,t, 335. 357 . . 
"HlimaJiity,' religion of," Paine's 

phrase. i., 274 ; iv., 6 
Human Sacrifice, iv., 422 
Huxley, Prof., iv •• 8 

I 

Immortality, iv." 17711(;, 284. 419 . 
Independence, ~mericau.· Pain!! ad-

vocates. t, 66; 61, 121, 161, 1195, 
. 205, 212 : why impottant, it, 401 
It!ldia. British in, i., 118, 65,,141 
Infidelity. Paine on, iv., 211, 1l<i3. iOS,-

238.306 
Inquiries. Political', (Society),ii., 188 
Inquisition, the. iv., 341 , ' 
Iron Bridge, Paine's, ii .• 131, -Sf; 

iii., 377, iv .• 44<H) 
Isaiah, prophet, i .... ;. 129 

J 
Jackdaws' tongues slit, i";., 187. . . 
] arvis. John Wesley, artist, on Paine, 

iii., 163 . , 
Jay, John (C!lief Ju~~c~)! ptesldent of 

Congress, 1., p. VII. , 1D the Deane 
affair, 438; on Seriate. iii.·, 1118; 
negotiates British Treaty, 400 

Jefferson, Thos; •. i., 360; in Paris. ii., 
J9I ; letter' to. 231,' 158 ; Declara
tion of Rights. iii., 128, 140; letters 
to, 371, 397 ; offers Paine a vessel 
for return to America. 403 (427). 
406: iv., 202, 341; on liberty of 
the Press. 475 ;' iii /U&. 

Jeffries. Judge, i .• llIi, 41 
JebOram, iv., 115 . 
J ehoshaphat, iv., 142 
Jehtt, iv .• 114' 
Jeremiah. iv., 134 
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Jesus, infiuence of, i .. 56; character 
of, iv., 14,26; early life, 39 ; gene
alogies,.IS4; birth, 157, resurrec
tion, 161, ascension, 165 

Job, book of, iv., 47, 123, 276 
John the Baptist, iv., 157 
John, evangelist, iv., 158 S~,. 
Johnson, London publisher, prints 

but fears to publish .. Rights of 
Man," ii., 259 

Johnson, Dr. Samuel, criticised, ii .• 
436 

Johnston, Geo., M.P., i., l!6r ; ii., 6 
Jonab, iv., 118, 147 S~'l. 176 
Jordan, Camille, and Church Bells, 

iii., 354; iv., 247 s~. 
-- J ... !'!., publishes ," Rights of 

Man, n .• 260 
Joseph, father of Jesus. i v., 157 
Josephus. miracles told by, iv., 92 
Joshua, iv., 105 s~., 121 
Joyce, Rev. J. Jeremiah, English re

former, iii., p. w. 
Judah, iv., II 5 
Judas, iv., 40; service to salvation, 

308 : Disraeli on, il. ; death, 392 
Judges, book of, iv., 99, 108 
Julian, emperor, iv., 320 
Julien, Denis, (Paris), Paine's testi

mony for, iv., introd. 
II Junius," erroneously identified with 

Paine, i., 195 ; ii., 19B ; iv., 63 

K 

Kant, coincidence of his aphorism with 
Paine's. iv .• 19, 184 

Kenyon, Justice, iii., 113; iv., 226 
King, Rufus, American Minister in 

England, conduct criticised, iii., 
416 

Kings, Books of, iv., 113 
Kirkbride, Col., i., 390, 393 
Knowle, Rev. William, Paiue's 

teacher at Thetford, ii., 462 
.. Korah, Dathan, and Abiram," bal-

lad, iv., 494 
Koran, the, iv., 24, 196, 199 
Kyd, Stephen, barrister. defends 
. .. Age of Reason," iv., 210 

L 

'Lafayette, ii., 191, 235, 282; spreads 
American liberty in France, 336; 
in the Assembly, 339, 356. 391; 
dedication to, 3Ql1 ; Paine with, iii., 
p. v.; i.l«. 

Languages, dead, Paine on study of, 
iv., 56 

Lansdowne, Lord. ii .• 235, 258 
Lanthenas, F., Paine's translator, iii., 

p. vii .• 120; iv., I, II, 64 
Laurens, Hon. Henry, i., 332 ; presi

dent of Congress, 384; resigns, 401, 
.P7, 4 20; ii., 28,464; iv., 428 

Laurens, Col. John, with Paine in 
France. i., 333. 351 ; ii., 464 

Lebon, Joseph, French revolutionist, 
iii.. 395 ; iv., 90 

Lebrun, French Min. Foreign Affairs, 
iii., p. xiv, 420; iv., p. xii. 

Lee, Arthur, i., 403, 432 . 
-- Gen. Charles, i., 127; capture, 

383: iii., 3Q7 
-- Francis.Lightfoot, i., 401 
-- Richard Henry, Col., i., 404. 

436 
-- William, i., 403 ; alderman, 433 
Legislative and Executive powers, 

Paine on, iL, 236 
Leib, Hon. Michael, and Paine, iii., 

379 
Lemuel. King, iv., 125 
Levi, David, hebraist, answers Paine, 

iv., 124 : answered by P., 220, cit. 
by P., 372 

Lexington, fight, begins American 
revolution, i., lSI, 168, 196, 376; 
ii.,I06 

.. Liberty Tree," Paine's song, iv., 44 
Lightfoot, Hannah, i., 216 
.& Lines extempore," iv .• 493 
Lippincott, Capt., accused of "lynch-

ing" Huddy, i., 357 
Literature, ii., 69, 103; English, 222 
Littleton, Lord, i., 222 
Livingston, Chancellor, iv., 236, 304 
Locke, John, philosopher, i., p. viii. 
Logan, Dr., mission to France, iii., 

391 
Long, Justice, his drama. iv., 478 
Longinus, cit., iv., 193 
.. Long.nosed friend," lines, iv., 492 
Lord, Henry, work on the oriental 

cosmogonies, iv., ]29-330 
Lords, House of, ii., in 1«.; iv., into ; 

and American Senate, 46[ 
Louis XIII., ii., 344 
Louis XIV., anecdote, ii., 259; des

potism, 333 
Louis XV., weakness, ii., 333 
Louis XVI., ii.. 252, 262. 283, 21)q: 
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A HISTORY OF AMERICAN LITERATURE DURING THE 
COLONIAL TIME 

By Moses Coit Tyler, Professor of American History. Cornell University. New 
edition revised, in two volumes. Volume 1.-[607-[676. Volume II.-[676-[765. 
Each. . . . . • • . . $3 50 
Agawam edition, 1 vols. in one. Octavo, half leather 3 00 
Half calf extra 5 ()() 

THE STORY OF THE CIVIL WAR 
A Concise Account of the War in the United States of America between [86[ 

and [865. By John Codman Ropes, Member of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, The Military Historical Society of Massachusetts; Fellow of the Royal 
Historical Society; Author of .. The First Napoleon," .. The Campaign of 
Waterloo," etc. To be complete in four parts, printed in four octavo volumes, 
with comprehensive maps and battle plans. Each part will be complete in itself, 
and will be sold separately. 
Part I. Narrative of Events to the Opening of the Campaign of [862. With 

5 maps. Octavo • • • • . $[ 50 
Part II. The Campaigns of [862. With [3 maps. Octavo 1 50 

COMPARATIVE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 
An Analysis of the Administrative Systems National and Local, of the United 

States, England, France, and Germany. By F. J. Goodnow, Professor of Admin
istrative Law in Columbia College. Part I. Organization. Part II. Legal 
Relations. 1 vols. Octavo. Cloth, each $1 50 

THE FEDERALIST 
By Alex. Hamilton, John Jay, and James Madison. Being a Collection of 

Essays Written in Support of the Constitution Agreed upon September 17, [787. 
by the Federal Convention. Edited. with Introduction and Notes, by Henry 
Cabot Lodge. Octavo. $1 So 

AMERICAN ORATIONS 
From the Colonial Period to the Present Time, selected as specimens of 

eloquence, and with special reference to their value in throwing light npon the 
more important epochs and issues of American History. Edited by the late 
Alexander Johnston of the College of New Jersey. Re-edited with new material 
and historical notes by Professor James A. Woodburn of Indiana University. 
Four volumes, each complete in itself and sold separately. 16mo, gilt top. 
PuIJ/icati01l ""'IV compkt~d. Per volume $1 25 
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