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tM, intert grirming. 'I' \;' 190. ~d line-for cop read cup. , 

161. Note.-7th line frOm ~p. ~'gemainate"' tie ~o!'-The author's meanmg in this pas. 
sage is not sufBciently defined. He is speaking of the Hindoo. of Bengal, 6Ild intended to 
confine ru.-obaervations (though with no very nalTOW margin p6l'hapa) to the class of which 
hil little lubject Bonom&lee is BUppOSeq, to form the type. There have been thouaandl, 
of heroio (I Hindoos"'--or the fame of Rohilla-Rajpoot-Goorka and Seikh warriors- for 
all these are Hindoos-of the North, bas Hen a myth, and the ,,101'1 of British viotories 
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nor in a Dispatch whioh declares that cc every mch of tbe ground was dieputed"-is it 

, p08siblG to exolude the oonoeesioXl of that valour to the foe from. superiority OVal' whioh 
spring the laurels ot the victor. ' 

In t,he 'Concluding sheet. of the 'Work, whioh have not yet reaohed India- other inoocrurncies 
may probably be found to occur-but where they originate in the mysteries of Indian names or 
loool cil'CulIlBtanOlB they will as readily be deteoted by old Indi!lns 8a, where bIley are of ol·dino.ry 
cbnract,er, they will be understood by the general reader. 

CalctIIta, .1 ... 2SIA. 1860. 



'PR'E FA C]], 

THE following Letters-with two exceptions-were written about 
five years ago. . Travel and pressing duties long delaye~ their 
publication; whilst the desolating insurrectJon of the past twenty 
months, spreading its leaden 'pall over the face of the conntry
carrying bereavement to countless homes-and banishing nearly 
every.thought but that of the one te6:ible 'drama-theall-absorbing 
romance of reality. around, in which every Christian seemed c!!-lled 
npon to play some part, however petty or remot~, may well be sup
posed to h!1ve extinguished for the time nearly all interest in any 
subjects less excitillg, than the alarms-the carnage, and the din of 
war. ·But. the hydra-spirit of. "Revolt is now,crushed ;-" Rebellion 
is rebuked ;"-faint and ~ore faint becomes the sound of strife
hushed by the gent'le tones of womanly and royal mercy. Return
ing Peace, with' Spring's "ethereal mildness," llOW resumes her 
won~d smile,-and like the loosened Dove of old, in search of 
resting for its faet-alights on.ce more on our deserted pfains; to 
"make fair weather in this biustering land." 

Thus protected 'and 'encouraged, an,d trusting to the liberality of 
his' Queen's "Amnesty" to include free· pardon for his off~nces 
also, the Author ventures to brillg in this petty tribute to Her 
Courts of Peace. 

During the protracted interval which has thus elapsed, however, . 
even the great storm and strife of Mutiny, at whiQh. \)ne-Ii~f. the' 
world has gazed in wonder, was insufficient to keep dow.nsmaller . ."· 
disputations nearer home; and hence, upon returning to his task, 
the Author found that he, too, had wandered into disputable fields. 
The question touching Indigo-the Planters, and the Ryuts, dis
cussed fully thirty years ago, had been by different parties twice 
revived,-augmented, and swollen into controversy. For himself, 
however, the Author finds nothing to lament in this. It has 
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enlarged his information and his views, without affecting his design, 
which it was unnecessary to disturb by anachronisms. This design 
-. apart from under purposes that fear no scrutiny-was manifestly 
not controversial, but descriptive and pictorial. It will hardly be 
supposed, therefore, that he would have selected a subject for his 
pictures, intended to please the feminine eyes arid gentle spirits 
of his sisters, with any conception that all his "pretty houses" 
and "Noah's-arks and things" were convertible, by a sort of 
phantasmagorial shifting, into" whitened sepulchres" and ghastly 
skeletons. It is with the hope that his picture has no such destructi
bility of element within, that he does not now anticipate such a 
fate by committing it at once to the fire; as he assuredly would do 
if he thought himself in danger of being found, in the forcible lan
guage of Scripture,-" fighting against God,"-that is drawing 
Utopian pictures· of the relationship between the strong and the 
weak, and, by so doing, glossing over the state of the poor with 
false impressions as to their condition,-their wants-their suffer
ings, and their claimS'. 
. With one thing elicited in course of the dispute, the Author has 
been so greatly struck, that he ventures prominent re-allusion to 
it, as commentative on that one great evil which he cannot but 
regard as chief in its oppressive operation on the poor,-although, 
strange to say, it has been, of all things, least dwelt upon,----i. e., 
the infamous system of Dustooree. A writer, whose position and 
character lend aU possible weight to his enquiries and 'opinions, 
declares that it is universally assumed in one district (Pubna), that 
the Ryuts retain but a half-or thil'd-Qr less than a third of the 
advances paid to them,-the chief, or a large portion, being absorbed 
by the Factory Establishment !--Let imagination but transport 
this iniquity to British shores! What would the .. $orkmen in the 
Royal Dockyards, or elsewhere, say, (or do), if two-thij'ds of their 
emoluments from contract work were abstracted from their pay by 
the officers commanding them? 

If such a system, then, and to such extent-nay, if but one half,
exist upon our Indian fields, how little wonder is there that the 
poor should groan ;-and how much wonder if the Government and 
Educational l>hilanthropist together are not encouraged five-fold to 
pursue their efforts for that gradual elevation of the minds of 
the peasant classes which shall "give sight to the blind," and 
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enable them to slip the yoke of bondage to systems of craft and 
villainy which impoverish and debase thelli. 

If (to use a modern phrase) ventilation .be of service to the cause 
of truth, the Author, whilst pnrsuing his own object, will rejoice 
if he has lent one iota 01' aid to its establishment. In all that 
trenches upon matters in dispute~describing principally what he 
saw,-and, in those ~hings which he could not see, taking his 
information from sources deserving implicit confidenc~, he believes 
himself secure from all charge of partiality. Not intending to be 
Essayist, he has written simply of things which fell under his 
observation and enquiry, within the limits of his design; but he· 
has not avoided any subject from fear or consciousness of its being 
dangerous to the "prettyness" or smoothness of his delineations. 
In short, his desire in publishing has not been to exalt individuals, 
or to paint" faultless monsters whom the world ne'er saw"-but 
to place the conduct which it was his gratification to witness, and 
which he believes to be so well worthy of imitati6n, in the light 
of that wholesome example which is more persuasive than precept,-' _ 
and more reclamatory than rep"ooj; • 

The Author indulges the hope and belief, therefore, that he shall 
be found enlisted under the banners of the poor. He merely reserves 
to himself the privilege of fighting after his own fashion. Deprived 
of this hope and this privilege, he can only say that the following 
pages would, in his 'mind, lose half the inducement for their publi. 
cation. 

In conclusion-with no fresh experience to b~ing into the field, 
he has no necessity to re-open angry questions,-and earnestly 
hopes that he will not be the means of re.awakening angry discus
sion-upon interests which he is sure are infinitely better served 
by friendly coalition than by dispute. If to rural scenes belong
"Peace and content, twins of the sylvan shade," and-

U Bless'd seclusion from a jarring world "-

it were pity they should furnish theme for discontent or strife. 
There, in the midst of the people, and, generally, acquainted 
intimately with their language, live the Planter and the Mis
sionary; and who so capable of being the' expositors of that truth 
which no righteous mind would stilie, or of advancing those 
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interests which no true English heart but must desire to see im
proved? It may well be added, who so hardened as to defy the 
fearful denunciations of the Almighty against the oppressor of the 
poor? "-" For the Lord will plead their cause, and spoil the soul 
of those that spoiled them." 

May the Missionary and the Planter be seen united more closely 
in the bonds and strength of that friendly unity which ought to 
work out alike temporal comfort and eternal prosperity to the 
countless poor of this vast-this 'wide wide' land! 

CALCUTTA, 1859, 

II'BJO 0' DfIlWO. 


