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PREFACE. 
\ 

IN the present edition the original work has not only been 

carefully revised, but very considerably enlarged. The 

chapters on II The Progress and Present Position of Socialism" 

and II Russian Nihilism" contain a few sentences retained 

from the first edition, but otherwise they are entirely new...,... 

the former necessarily SO on account of the nature of its 

subject, and the latter on account of the importance of the 

fresh materials that have been recently given to the world. ' 

A new chapter has been added ou II Anarchism," and another, 

of considerable extent, on" State Socialism." No apology is 

required for the length of the latter, for though State socialism 

is only a growth of yesterday, it has already spread every­

where, aud if it is not superseding socialism proper, it is cer­

tainly eclipsing it in practical importance, and to some extent 

even modifying it in character. Revolutionary socialism, grow­

ing more opportunist of late years, seems losing much of its old 

phrenzy, and getting domesticated into a shifty State socialism, 

fighting a parliamentary battle for minor, though still probably 

mischievous, changes ..rithin the lines of existing society, 

instead of the old war d I' out,.ance against existing society in 

whatever shape or form. Anyhow the socialistic controversy 

in the immediate future will evidentiy be fought along the 



vi p'reface. 

lines of State socialism. It is there the hostile parties meet, 

an:d it is well therefore to get, if we can, some more exact 

knowledge of the grouud. Some of the other chapters in the 

work have been altered here and there for the purpose of bring­

ing their matter, where necessary, down to date, or embodying 

fresh illustrative evidence, or occasionally of makiug the ex-, 

position itself more lucid and eft'ec~ve; but it is unnecessary 

to specify these alterations in detail. 

A.pril, 1891. 
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