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PREFACE.

—

IN these days, when books multiply and men decay,
it becomes more than ever the duty of editors to
provide some apology for the appearance of a new
volume, Since, however, the vogue of the historical
school and of popular science makes explanation
consist in a #fsumé of the origin rather thih a
defence of the end, our task is considerably lightened.
The writers of these Essays were drawn together in
the political debates and“the contested elections of
the Oxford Union Socfety. To that society, and to
the stimulating discussions of the Palmerston and
Russell’ Clubs, we owe a common debt of gratitude.
Six years ago Undergraduate Oxford tended to be
Tory or Socialist: since that time we have seen an
extraordinarily strong Liberal movement absorb,
with one or twd rgmarkable exceptions, most of
those who care for polmc:)l discussions or debates.

So far as thé causes are personal, Mr. Belloc has
been the leading spirit » and we cannot refrain from *
gratefully expressing ous adhiration for his kindling
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eloqueﬁce, his Liberal enthusiasm, and his practical
idealism *Much that he has not written is indirectly
derived from him, inspired by a companionship which
weehave all found a liberal education.

The gengral purpose of a book of youthful essays
must be rather a confession of faith than a discussion
of opinions; and the virtue expected will be-rather
freshness of conviction than ripeness of thought, The
special aim of this book was the statement of a -few
definite principles applied to various departments of
politics, Finality, exhaustiveness, the detailed know-
ledge of the expert: these are merits we have hardly
attempted to realise. But if we have not succeeded
in conveying that these two covers contain the work
of six men who know t}mil; own minds, and’ have,
not perhaps a formed opinion on every topic of public
affairs, but at least some principle to determine the
lines of an opinion, then we have failed of our object.
It would be presumptuous to lay claim to the prime
virtue of lucidity, but we may boldly affirm that these
papers are pr‘ecise and outspoken. Views definitely
presented may be wrong and, foolish ;' but views
tentatively hinted under temporising reservations
and concessions are, even if free frem positive error,
too unreal and unsubstantiaf to be called effectively
right. We prefer to failor to succeed in frank black
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and white rather than to shilly-shally in colourless
neutrality. Further, it was difficult to write of the
moment and not to find that we had written for the
moment. Details falsify themselves between the pen
and the press; but principles cannot bE declared in
skeleton abstraction. We have endeavoured to give
some warmth and colour of actuality without con-
demning the work to become petty and ephemeral.
In the Essay on Outward Relations the difficulty was
especially pressing: but why correct January up to
date to fit March, when April will probably leave
both untrue or obsolete ?

If this little book be found to degerve any praise
its value will consist in the attempt not only to
realise present forces andr conditions in politics, but
to get back to principles which stand to prove them-
selves the master forces in the future as they have done
in the past. These Essays are dictated by the con-
viction that there has been ot late too much neglect
of principle, that the party is lost in detail, and that
it is useless to put before the country long pro-
grammes and minute schemes of particular legislation.

But unless the country knows what general line
measures will take, it wi?l, never give a mandate to
the party of reform.

What, then, are the cemmon principles which



x Essavs In LiBrrALISM.

ramify‘into these six widely divergent branches?
They can be briefly summarised: Democracy actual-
ised up to the full meaning of Bentham's formula ;
a degree of political idealism; and a third article
“intimately bound up with this last, a resolute oppo-
sition to, the form under which the mat.er'ialist attacks
the State;Socialism: And here we may quote some
words of encouragement written by Mr. Gladstone,
on January 2nd of this year, to one of the essayists : —
“I venture on assuring you that I regard the design
formed by you and your friends with sincere interest,
andvin particular wish well to all the efforts you may
make on behalfe of individual freedom and independ-
ence as opposed to what is termed Collectivism.”

The first Essay, the most general in scopt, lays
special stress on the great tfith that the desire for
property is natural and ineradicable; and that the
artificial causes which prevent the greater distri-
bution of landed property—that ideal accompani-
ment of citizenship—should be swept away.by a
great measure of reform.

The second Essay atttmptg to justify the past
impositions of Liberal pri{xciples' on economic con-
ditions, and outlines the commerctal policy of the
future. The application of(a. (:(omewhat new distinction
in monopolies to the prdblem of municipal enterprise
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- brings the Liberal position with regard to the exten-
sion of State industry into clear relief.

In “Liberals and Labour” we pass from mainly
economic to mainly moral considerations. Free phy
is the one thing needful for labour. Byt free play
implies fair play, and can only be under law. The
main point of the Essayis therefore to define the
“compromise ” between licence and limitation, under
which the desired goal will best be attained.

“Liberalism in Outward Relations ” develops the
veneration for national sentiments and national self-
goyernment which has always inspired the palty,
and appeals above all for a democratising of foreign
policy as a substitute for traditional obscurantism.

Fofeign policy is follgwed by Education. In that
subject the history of 4 sectarian monopoly exposes
the hollowness of the present Conservative attitude.
Present events emphasise the need for a constructive.
Liberal policy, and lend an interest to the indications
here given.

In the last Essay the threads are drawn together,
and the Liberal doctrines, which are ideally correlated
atthe outset by Mr. Belloc, jre reviewed in the tangible
but tangled framé of history by Mr. Macdonell

Principles would not b, worthily large which did

. not allow an honest freedom %o differ in detail. Not
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one of these Essays; probably, but contains opinions,
phrases, diter dicta, interpretations of examples,
which the other contributors reject entirely, or accept
orly with modifications. We have made no attempt
to reduce 'the parts of the work to a.mechanical
unison, -confident that general conformity of attitude
and harmony of inspiration will be sufﬁ'cientl;r appa-
rent. Indeed, our essential agreement is proved by
the willingness of each to stand in juxtaposition with
subordinate beliefs which he considers doubtful, mis-
taken, or even absurd : it is the humble microcosm of
pasty loyalty.

One point more: only a great literary artist can
be sure that he tan so present the past that the whole
is scientifically indicated; only a triumph of style can
effect that from what you say of A your judgment
on hypothetical B and C can strictly be foretold.
Such success could not be hoped for in a work of
independent contributions. We could not cover the
whole field of politics to treat every article in the
party creed and pronounce upon every question in
the party problem. We hope the general position is
fairly defined; hints scattered up and down may
help to complete some subsidiary lines. The points
in the figure which are, pgrhaps, least precisely in-
dicated are the burning' q&estions of the House of
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Lords, the Liquor Traffic, and Disestablishment. In
so far as definition of an attitude on these thatters is
wanting, we are not without hope that possibly in the
future Essays on these subjects might be added ¢o

the present tollection.
fsp .

F.W.H.
Oxford, March 1st, 1897. .
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A Sunday Story-Book. By MAGGIE BRowNE, Sam BROWNE, and Aunt
Erngr, Ilustrated. 3s. 6d.

A Bundle of Tales. By MacGie BRowNE (Author of “Wanted—a
King,” &c.), Sam BrowNE, and Aunt ETHEL, 38. 6d.

Pleasant Work for Busy Fingers. By MaccIE BRowNE. Illustmted.
Cheap Edition. 28, 6d.

Cassell's Pictorial Scrap Book, In 24 Books, 6d. each.

Magic at Home. By Prof. Horrman. Illustrated. Cloth gilt, 3. 6d.

Little Mother Bunch. By Mrs. MoLesworTH. Illustrated, New Edition.
Cloth, 23, 6d.

Heroes of Every-day Life. By Laura Lane, With about zo Full-
page lllustrations. Cloth. 1s, 6d.

Books for Young People, Illustrated. 3s. 6d. each.
The Cham: ion a! Odm, 0;} A gﬂweel: @Girl Graduate. By L, T,

Days
y J. Fred. Hodgem . thn‘ B M ng: A g ry
aggxe ymington,
ﬁv Bg L.

Old,
Bound by

Hunt.edwncg of the P'ox'ea T

By the Hon, Mrs. Greene.
D‘nder Bwnds Banner. By 'Pouy AM N:W-F&lhloned Girl, By

'.l‘olg Ouc n! School. By A, J. “I‘ouow My Leader.” By Tallot

*Red Boso and Tiger Lily. By | #A World. ot Gn'ls. ‘The Story ot
L. T. Mea & School gL ‘T. Meade,

The Romance of Invention, By Lost nmong Africans, By
James Burnley. Davi
o:Buhml Fifteen. By L. T. For Fortune and Gltgy A stor_v of

*Th Whne uee o Inch Go B t:n.zns 11’8 C #mﬂf o“g!s‘.
e W O ovell’s Career.
By Mrs. Pitt, . Eliis, - v Bdward

Sdiso procurable in superior binding, Ga. nai,
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e

¢¢ Peeps Rbroad” Library. Cheap Editions. Gilt edges, 28, 6d, each,

Rambles Round London. By C.
L. Matéaux, Ilustrated,
Around and About Old Englnnd.
y C. L. Matéaux. Ilustrated.

Pnu and Claws. By one of the
Authors of ** Poems written for &
Child.” Ilustrated,

Decisive Events in History,
By Thomas Archer, With Original
llustrations,

The True Robinson Crumsoes.
Cloth gilt.

The “Cross and Crown" Series,

Freedom’s S8word: A Story ofthe
Walla

ce and " Bruce,
® By Annie S. §

Strong to Buﬂ‘er' A Story of
the Jews. f’ ynne.
Heroes of the Indian

or, & rl

Waldonses, By C.

4 Golden Mottoes” Series, The.

Pea&u Abrond forhﬁ‘olkn at Home,

‘wild Adventureﬁ in Wﬂd Plnue!.
B Iir. Gordon Stables, R. Illus-

Modern Explorers.
h'os ustrated. New and Clucfa

Early Explomm. By Thomas Frost.
‘Home Chat with our Young Folis,

Illustrated throughout,
Jungle, Peak, an Plam, Illustrated
ughout,

Hllustrated. as. 6d. each.
Through Trial to Triumph. By
Madeline B. Hunt.
By Fire and Sword: A Story of
th ‘Huguenots. By Thbomas

Archer,
Adam Hepburn’u Vow: A Tale of
K Sk d Covenant. By Annic
N’n. XIII.. or,
btal. A T of Exu
Day:. By Emma M

Each Book containing 208 pages, with

Four full-page Original Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, 2s. each.

ev. F. e, M.A.
“Bear and Forbear.,” By Sarsh
Pitt, .

“Foremost if I Oan® By Helen
Atteridge.

“Nil Desperandum.” By the
R bridg

*t Wanted—a King ** Series.
dmamma. By Geo

"Honour is my Guide,” By Jeanie
g (Mrs. Adams-ActonL
“ A.im a a Sure End.” By Emily

" H& Con uen who Ené'lureu." By
c Author \llmlnz
Trial,” &e.

Illustrated. as. 6d. each. ‘

Great Gran gl
Robin’s Ride. By Ellinor Daveuport Adama,

- Wanted—a
B; Maggie Browne.

Cassell's Picture Story Books.

King; or, How Merle set the Nursery Rhymes to Righta
'alea in Other Lands. By Julia Geddard,

Each containing about Sixty Pages of

Pictures and Stories, &c, €¢, each,

Little Talke. Daisy’s Btory Brok.

Bright Btars. Dot’s 8tory Book.

Nursery Toys. A Nest of Stox 1ey,

Pet's POBY. Good-Night stoneg.
Tal Chats for Small Ch

Illustrated Books for the Little Ones.

All Illustrated. gd. ea

Bri ‘ht Tales & :ﬁ'unny rieeure!.
5 Little

Bible Plotures for Boys and Girls,
I‘ireh%

b Tales,
Fine Feathers -nd Fluffy Fur.
Scrambles and Sorapes.
Tittle Tattle Tales.

N

Auntie’s Stordes.
Bird.\e s Story Book
Little Chimss,

A Sheaf of Tnlel-

Containing interesting Stories.

Up and Down the Garden,
All Sorts of Adventures.
Our Sunday Stories.

Qur Holiday Hours.
Indoors and _Out.

eir Children.

Creatures Wud?
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Bun .nd the Boys.
The Heir of Elm dsl
The My)ute at 8honcl{ff School.

d“" & Roy’s Beward.
he Cuckooin the Robin's Nelt.
's Mis Pi

Buﬂy
The World'- Workers.

. 8

.
Aunt_Lucla’s Locket,
The Magio Mirror.
The Cost of nevenga.
Clever Frank.

Amo the Bedskms,
The ¥erryman of Brill,
Maxwell.

A Banished Monarch.
Beventeon Cats.

A Series of New and Original Xolumes

With Portraits printed on a tint as Frontispiece, Is.

John Cassell, By G. Holderf Pike.
chu-leﬂl Hnddan Bpurgeon. By

Dr. Arnold o! nugby. By Rose

'.l'hoH Eul of ahanubnr.v By
Kobmgon, Agnes Wes-
, and

Mra. Meredith, By
M Tomk(nson.

Thomas A, Edison and Samuel
F. B. Morse. By Dr. Denslow
and J, Marsh Parker.

En s mervme and Mary Car-
yllis Browne.

General sGrm{on. By the Rev.

chnrlea Diokanl. By his Eldest

8ir Tﬁul snu nnd Goorgo
oore. By J. B

Florence :N’ighﬂngnle‘ Cathuﬂne
Marsh, Frances Ris

Ridle; 2T~
gali Mpys, Banyud [\ N R. >
uu-i r  iner MiPhew,
"Elihu Burritt, Geor%g Livesey.
B ohnw Kirton, LL.
Havelock and Colin
gﬁmybell. Lord Clyde, ByE.C.

Abrahalp: Lineco! By Emest Foster,
Geogg%‘ Mugler nnd Andrew Reed.

itman.
mehard Cobden. By R. Gowlng.
BG!_;_JB!:II!I Franklin. By E. M.
‘om|
Handel. By Eliza Clarke. {Swaine.
Turner the Artist. By the Rev.S. A,
Gené'za and Bm.:barn Stephensoi
. L. Ma
Duvxd Ldivingstone. By Robert Smiles,

br,

Slr

. Tlulbm erhanskﬂkhadfhmin One Vol., doth, gill edges, 35,

Libuar
oth,

w

18, 6d,
B A

Wonderful Escapes.

ta,

of Wondera, Illustrated Gift-books for Bojs: Paper, 18.;

ggcngera oftmsmdsi};nggnm
onders of Bo
and 8kill.

Cassell’s Eighteenpenny Story Books. lllustrated.

Wee Willle Winki

mend Downs o! aDankey'l
Three Wee Ulster Lassies.

Up the Laddenr.

Dick’s Hero; und other Stories.
T'he Chip Boy.

mii(les, Bnggle.. and the
Roses from 'l'hm-.

Gift Books for Y-~ung People.
Original Iltustrations in each,
The Boy Hunferu of Eentucky.
By Edward S,

Red Peather- a 'rale of the
American_ ' Frontier. By
Edward S, E!

Beeking a City,

Rhoda's Reward; or,
‘Wishes were Horses.,'

g‘ac kmuzt n’s %{lxchor. an
ank’s  Li

ran LifogBa i or, e

The o B ?"hﬂi"‘ By M
‘w0 Harde
S astles. By Made-

“yr

Faith’a Father, .
Land n.n% Sea,
)

Worth more than Gold.

“Through I‘lood—’rhrough Pire”;

The‘nGdu'?t?rf{h th:l Golden Looks.
o)

8tories of the Olde: Tlm:. oe

By Popular Authars. With Four

Cloth gilt, s, 6d. each.

Mul‘pr M:gk’- Motto, By the Rev.

Trixy. By Ma e Symington.
and B.agglbom A Story of

g,
Tnecle Wuﬁla.m's Charges; or, The
P ?trOkPeHMt Th
T6 086 o
Lil0e Steact Mo hanta.’
le‘:homson' . Trial. By George
Ursal,a ds stumbling Block. By Julia
Ruth’s Life ‘Work, By the Rovw.
Joseph Johnsor
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Cnssell’s‘Two-Shilling Story Books. lllustraud.

Margaret’s Enemy:.
Btories of the Tower.
M Burke's Nxeces. .
‘1‘op t:ni{ﬁa I.addar How to
Litt\e .'E‘lotsam.

d Her Friends,
Th ﬂdren ol the Court.
Maid Marjory.

Books by Edward S. Ellis.

Shod with Silence.
The Phantom of the River.
'l‘he Ireat Cattle Trail,
The Path in the Ravine.
'J&e‘ foung Ranchers.

e Hunters of the Ozark,
The p in the Mountainsg,
Ned in the Woods., A Tale of
D &&mﬁ in the West.

own the Missiusippi.
:Ned on_ the :B.xver. A Tale of

dian River War

The *World in Pictures.”
18, 6d. each.
A B.nmble Hound France.

All the Russias.
Chats about Germ

The Eastern Wonderlma
(Japan).

eg; er Tales.

our Csbs ot the Tippertons,
Marion’s Two H.

#lmarl?olk.a SunB Book.
'wo Fourpenny

Poor Nelly.

'I‘om Haeriot. .

h Peril to Fortune. .
.Aunt abitha’s Waifs.
In Mischief Again.

Illustrated. Cloth, 2s, 6d. each.

The Last War Trail.
Footprints in the Forest.
gp the Tapajos,
ed in the Block House. A
Story of Pioneer Lifein Kentucky,
The Lost Trmé. wi
I.ost in the ‘Wilda,
Lostin 8¢ moa, A Tale of Adver®
ture in !he Nanrator Islands,
“ Getting; Even® with

THustrated throughout. Cheap Edition,

Glimpses of South America,
Round Af]
1;::les (India).

Tica.
The Land of Tem
The Isles of the
Peeps into China.

The Land of Pyramids (Egypt).

Half-Crown Story Books.

ent of Gold- or, Under
In Q\l L) oy

smevalda; or,

For Queen and King.
Esther West

‘Books for the Little Ones.

es for the Young Folk.
‘William Allmgham. Beautifully
IHustrated. 1s. 6d.
Cassell’'s Robinson Crusoce.
With z00 Illustrations. Cloth,
86, 6d; gilt edges, 8.

to Win.
o at and Brigands

Asghor:
rxe;ure;. of School Life and Boy-

At the South Pole,
Ships, Bailors, and the Sea.

Workin
Perils

Fully Illustrated,

Cssaell’s Swiss F Robins
ustrated. . Clot ﬁ- 6d.; :ln‘h

The dgundn.y Scrap Book., With
Several Hundred Illustrations. Paper
boards, 8s. 8d.; cloth, gilt edges,

The Old Fairy Tales. With Original Tlustrations. - Cloth, 18,

Albums for Children.
The Album for Home, School,
and Pl Containing Stories by
PopularnXuthoxs. l ustrated,
Album A

My Own
. th Full-page lll

8s. 6d, each.

Picture Album of All Sorta. With
Fuil-page Illustrations. .
The cm:-chst Album, Miustrated

Cassell & Company’s Complete Catalo|
Jree on application to §

-] ?QII be smfpo:l

CASSELL & COMPANY, Luitan, Ludgate Haz;;,mm~



