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PREFACE. 

A treatise on the Law of Iaheritance#O Sikh chiefships, as ill fOPq,e • 
previous to the annexation of th" Panjab, ·possesses .little more "an a 
historical value •• But it is difficult to understand the history of~ Panjab, 
or the gro"wth of the Sikh power, Tta.ns and Cis-Satlej, without a !mow- • 
ledge of the llws and customs which, even in the days of th" greatest 
anarchy and violence, were ackltOwledgel! generall: by the chieofs, and 
which, in the majority of cases, were observed by them. A long and 
uninterrupted peace, the declared wish of Government i1mt the chiefships 
should be perpetuated, and the protection and se(lllrity that all enjoy 
nuder British rule, has not been without its effect upon the Sikhs~ who 

•• 
have abandoned or modified many of their peculiar cftstoms, and have 
adopted... more uniform system of law. But it will not be the less 
interesting, to the historical student, to determine the customs observed 
by the founders of the Sikh power, which, even though they may have 
losfmuch of their original force and significance, nevertheless possess an 
in1Iuence which will be felt for many.,.ears to come.- • 

-
The authorities for what has been advanced in this tre,tise are the 

family records of the chiefs concerned, and the statements of their confi
dential agents, the political records of the Dehli Residency and the 
Atq,bala Agency from the year 1808; and disputed cases decided by many 
political officers, including Sir David Ochterlony, Sir Charles· Melcalfe, 
Captain Birch, Captain Murray, Sir George Clerk, Captain Ross, Captain 
Wad'e, Sir Henry Lawrence, and Major Broadfoot. 



.I N D li X. 

A. 
4DOP~ON • • 

confers no rigM of succession, p. 49. 
widows~.nnot adopt, p. 50. 
right of adoption granted, p. 108. • 

AHLUWALIA, vide If KAPURTHALLA.'~ 

AMBALA 
succession of widows, p. 39. 
adoption, p. 50. 

ATTARI 
equal partition among sons, p. 17 . 
• 

BADRUKA 
primogeniture, p. 11. 

:po 

precedents denying primogeniture, p. H. 
the Jblnd succes.ion case, pp. 80-90. 

BAIDWAN 
. illegitimacy, pp. 57-59. 

will of Ranjit Singh, p. 73. 

:j3ALCHAPPAR 
• succession of widows, p. 41. 

BAZIDPUR 
primogeniture, p. 11. 

• the Jhlnd .ncces~ion case, pp. 80-9Q, 

:j3HADOUR 
precedent. denying primogeniture, p. 13. 
chaddllrdalna, p. 2~. . 

:j3HANGI' • 
e'lual di~i.ion among sons, p. 17. 

:J!HAIBAND 
<!i-uion among Ions, p.22. 



INDEJI. 

BHAIKIAN FAMILY OF KYTHAL. 
primogeniturj!. p. 10. 
prec.dents .hov.ing primogeniture wa. not the rule, p. 14. 
chaddardaln ... not practised. pp. 18. 29. 
~v light of widow to inherit. PI\; 28, 29. 

-Ihe 'metimes did inherit, p. 30. 
the krILl .. c .... pp. 30--35, 47. 
will of 1t\ni Bh8gbari, p. 74. 
the lap.e of Kythal, pp. 97, 100. 
coUate",1 luccession, p. 98. • • 

BILASPUR 
.ucc.~lion of widowl, 8. 40. 
adoptlon, p. 50.' . 

BULAKI • 
illegitimacy, p. 60. • 

IlURU-
succe •• ion of wido1Sfp. 40. 
the escheat of Buna, p. 92. 

C. 
CHANGES. introduced by the Briti.h Government, pp. 100-109. 

CHADDARDALNA MARRIAGE 
it. validity. pp. 19, 54. 

·univ.r.al, Cis and Trans Satl.j, p. 19. 
abandoned by certain chiefs, p. 19. 
precedents, pt>. 22-25. 

CHIEFSHIPS, SIKH, GROWTH OF, p. 1. 

CHILOL'NDI 
succel!lsion of widows, p. 40. 
adoption, p. 51. 

CHUNDABAND 
divi.ion among sons, pp. 22-29, 38. 

COLLATERAL SUCCESSION 
not allo-wed by the Sikhs. pp. 74, 75. 
denied by "i~ Lahore Government, p. 79. 
Th. British Government bad no constant rule, pp. 90, 96. 
the right may be partiany admitted, p. 80. • 
the Jh!nd succession, pp. 80-90. 
ordero of Government, p. 101. 

CONCVBINAGE. • 
<legitimate and ijlegitimateIP. 57. 



DAUGHTERi 
incomlletent to inherit, p. 47. 

DAUGHTER'S CHILDREN, 
incompetent to inherit, p. 47, 

DHANOURA 
8uc&ession of widows, p. 41. 

DIALGHA1t 

INDEX. 

D. 

succession of widows, p. 39. 
one widow inheriting from au8ther. p. 4\. 
reversioD to brothers, p. 52. 

DISINHERITANCE 
it. legal effect, p. 85. 

E. 

ESCH~ATS 
tbe right of Government to e.cheat., pp. 76, 78. 
fI; •• U COLLATERAL." 

F. 
FARIDKOT 

right of adoption granted, p. 108. 

FEMALES 
exclusion of, pp. 101-102. 
~iIk U WIDOWS," "DAUGHTERS." 

fIROZPUR 
succession of widows, p. 42. 
adoption, p. 50. 
escheat, pp. 93--96. 

GANOWL.I 

G. 

one wfdow succeeding another, p. 45. 

H. 
HINDC' LAW 

dllfen much from Sikh Law, pp. ~, 51,.02. 



I!Dllll. 

BHAIKIAN F AMIL Y OF KYTHAL. 
primog.nitur,. p. 10. . 
preced.nts sho"ing primogeniture was not the rule, p. 14. 
chaddardalnq, not practised. pp. 18,29. 

"1 .ight or widow to inherit. PI\; 28, 29 . 
• • h. 'm.time. did inherit, p. 30. 
the krILl. c .... pp. 30-35, 47. 
will of A\ni Bhagbari, p. 74. 
th. laps. of Kythal, pp. 97, 100. 
coUateral luccession, p. 98. , 

BILASPUR 
lucce~lio~ of widow., i. 40. 
adoptlOn, p. 50.· . 

BULAKI • 
illegitimacy, p. 60. 

BURIA-
succession or wido,""p. 40. 
the escheat of Burl&, p. 92. 

C. 
CHANGES. introduced by the Briti.h Government, pp. 100-109. 

CHADDARDALNA MARRIAGE 
it. validity. pp. 19. 54. 

·universal, Cis and Trans SoU.j, p. 19. • 
abandoned by certain chier., p. 19. 
preced.nts, P!'. 22-25. 

CHIEFSHIPS, SIKH, GROWTH OF, p. 1. 

CHILOCNDI 
sucoession of widows, p. 40. 
adoptio:, p. 51. 

CHUNDABAND 
division among sons, pp. 22-29, 38. 

COLLATERAL SUCCESSION 
not .llo ..... d by th. Sikhs, pp. 74, 75. 
denied by f.'ilt: Lahore Government, p. 79. 
Th. Britisb Government bad no constant rule, pp. 90, 96. 
the right may be partially admitted, p. 80. • 
the Jh{nd succession, pp. 80-90. 
orders or Gov.rnment, p. 101. 

CONCUBINAGE. • 
'legitimate and ijlegitim.te!P. 57. 



• 

DAUGHTERIt 
incoml/etent to inherit, p. 47. 

DAUGHTER'S CHILDREN. 
incompetent to inherit, p. 47. 

DHANOURA 
8uc:&ession o~widows, p. 41. 

DIALGH~ 

INDEX. 

D. 

Buccenion of widows, p. 39. 
one widow inheriting from au&ther, p. A 
reversion to brothers, p. 52. 

DISINHERITANCE 
its legal elfect, p. 85. 

E. 

ESCH~ATS 
the right of Government to e.cheato, pp. 76, 78. 
"id. "COLLATERAL." 

F. 
FARlDKOT 

right of adoption granted, p. 108. 

FEMALES 
.. elusion of, pp. 101-102. 
~ido" WIDOWS," "DAUGHTERS." 

FIROZPUR 
• succession of widows, p. 42. 

adoption, p. 50. 
escheat, pp. 93--96 • 

• 

GANOWL.I 

G . 

one w.fdow succeeding another, p. 45. 

H. 
HINDG LAW 

cWl'ero much from Sikh La,~, pr. 4, 51,052. 



INDEX. 

I. 
ILLEGITIMACV 

bara claim to inherit, p. 53. _ 
different d.g .... in illegitimacy, p. 55. 
j1~im.te issue have sometimes ieherited, p. 110. 

J. 
J!iIND 

primoge~ture, pp. 10, 12, 84, 100. 
"ill of Raja Bhag Singh, pp. 12, 62-67. 
chaddatdalna, p. 23. • 
collateral 8uccession, p. 80. 
tlie succession cas. of 1834, pp. 80-90. 
right of adoption go'llted, p. 108. 

K . 
•• 

kAKRAtA, P'iu "BtIAIKIAN.'~ 

KALSIA 
chaddard&lna, p. 25. 
illegit\maey, p. 60. 
will of Jodh Singh, pp. 67-70. 
tight of adoption grauted, p. lOS •• 

KAtl'HEYA 
Mai Sad. Kour, p. 86. 

KAPURTHALLl 
Sirdar Fat.h Singh, hi. independence of Lahore, p. 9. 
primogeniture, pp. 16, 72. 
daughter's children excluded, p. 48. 
illegitimacy, p. 53. 
will of R"j. Nih.1 Singh, pp. 70-73. 
right of .dopti6n granted, p. 108. 

KHARACH SIRDARI, pp. 13, 16, 67. 
KRORA SINGHIA 

daughter~. children excluded, p. 48. -KYTHAL, Yiae" BRAIKlAN.': 

LADWA 
~hQ.ddard'lna, p. 25.(. 
~ -

L. 



INDEX, 

LAHORE 
succession ~ Nao NiL81 Singh, p. 37. 
its rule regarding escheats, p. 78. . 

• 
LASHKAR KHAN 

chaddardziloa, p. 25. 

LUNDHI 
chaddardSlua, ,. 24. 

M. 

MAl SADA KOUR KANHEYA, /lp. 36, 37~a9. 

MALOD 
one of the Phulkilln houses, p. 3. 
precedents denying primogeniture, p. 13. 

MALWA SIKHS, vide "SIKHS." 

MANJHA SIKHS, vide" SIKHS." 

MANI lfIAJ RA 
claim to inherit Kakrila, p. 33. 

MOTHER 
she cannot inherit, 85, 83. 

MU'STAPHABAD 
chaddardlllna, p. 24. 
succession of widows, p. 42. 

NABHA 
• primogeniture, pp. 10, 12. 

chaddardl.lna, p. 23. 
right of adoptiou granted, p. 108. 

PARTITION 

N. 

P. 

.. equal partition among sons the general rule, pp. 16, 70. 
the eldejt son receiving a rather larger sbare, p. 16. 
pl'ecedents Cis and 'rrans.Satlej, pp. 12-17, GS, 73 . 

PATTIALA • 
primogeniture, pp. 10, 12, 62. 
nolja Sahib Singh; the claim of hi. SOil Ajit Singh, p. 62. 
ell.ddard.lna, p. 23. 
right of adoption grauted, p. Wi. 



PATTIDARI SHARES 
orders of o.vernment, pp. 101-106. 

PHULKIAN 1l0USE. HUD OJ! !rU M,u,w.a. Slim a, p. 3. 

PilI ' ENITURE 0 : 
o ~ .• 

on! ,bserved by the four Phulkian familie" pp, 10, 12. 
the co"tieting opinions of the chiefs, p. 11. 
the claim of Ajlt Singh, Pattiala, p. 11. 
that of Partab Singh, Patti"la, p. 62. •. 
orders .f Government regarding JhiwI, pp. 65, 100. 
intr'1uced by Pa.jab Govemme'1t, pp. 10~ 109. 

PRINCIPLES, GENEItAL 
of Sikh law, p. 46. 
snccession on the(emale side, p. 49. 
collateral 8uecession,oP' 74. 
t~ght of the widOw, pp. 18, 36. 
adoption, p. 51. 
illel!'itimacy, p.l5IJ. 0 

wills, p. 61. 

RANGAR 'NANGAL 
cbaddud6lna., p. 25. 

MJDHOUR 
succession of widows, p. 42. 
adoption, p. 53. 
illegitimacy, pp. 55-57. 
will of Rani Ind Kour, p. 74. 

RUPAR 
cbaddardaln., p. 24. 
Bnccession of daughter's son, p. 112. 
illegitimacy, p. 60. 

SELIMPUR 
sue...,ion of widowl, p. 41. -SENIORITY OF WIDOWS, p. 20. 

SHAHA1lAD 
primogeniture, p. 16. 

SHAoHID 
4IbaddardtUna., Pr'i' 

R. 

s. 



SIALBA 
partition among sons, p. 17 • 

• 
SIKHS, BBA.lIlIAlf, p. 26. 

SIKHS, KHATRI, p. 27. 

SIKHS OF THE :MAL W A, p.2. 
their origin, p. 3. 
become indepe!dent or Dehli, p. 4 .• 
the rise of the great houses, pp. 6, 76. 
tbey seek 'British protection, pp. 6, 76. 
their relations to the British GOiernment,~. 6. 
the change of relations in 1845, p. 7. 

SIKHS OF THE MANJHA 
their origin, p. 8. 
th.ir subjection by Ranjit Singh, p. 9. 

SIKH CHlEFSHIPS, IJROWTR 01', p. 1. 

SINDHANW ALIA 
equal.partition among sons, p. 17. 
right of adoption granted, p. lOS. 

SI~GHPURIAH 
deny right of widow to inherit, p. 28. 
ohaddardiUna, p. 28. 

SONS 
their marri"ll'e, p. 21. 
their Bucces.lon, ~itk" PRIMOGENITURE" and "PARTI'mON" 
division by chundaba"tl and bh.iband, p. 22. 

SOUNTI 
illegitimacy, p. 60 • 

• 

• 
TEJ SINGH, RAJA, p.26. 

right of adoption granted, p. lOS . ... 
THANESAli 

division among sons, p. 17. 
chaddarWl.lna, p. 28. • 
Buccession oC widows, pp. 40, 41. 
their joint succession, p. 46. 
illegitimacy, p. 55. 
collateraJ succession, p. 90. 

T . 



INDEX. 

w. 
WIDOWS 

the right 2f the widow to succeeJ acknowledged, p. 18. 

~ 
•• custom of chadd4rd4lna, vide" CHADDARDALNA," p. 19. 

• .cedente .howing that the wi~ow has inMrited, p. 37-42. 
be right constantly refused, pp. 36, 43. • 
preeMents .llOwing that it h .. been so refused, pp. 43, 83. 
the or~ers of Government regarding widows, pp. 101, 102, lOG. 
their seniority, p. 20. - • f 

wido,,", of husband dying in the lifetime of hi. father have no righ~ pp. 35, 36, 83. 
joint succession of widows, p. 44. 
one,widow has no claim to succkd anoth~, p. 44. 
legality of re.marri,/ge, p. 59. 
has no power to transrer property by will, pp. 61, 73. 
pension. of wido .... , pp. 106, 107. 

WILLS ~ 
tl\'eir validity, p. 60. 
important will ~, pp. 62-74 . 

... , .. 


