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- Preface

Tue authorities on Tunisia are not worth enumerating.
Those in English belong to a former generation;
those in. French are prejudiced and stupid. A
Frenchman is either an hireling scribe, glorifying
the blunders of his country under the specious nick-
name of civilization, or a tedious tourist, whose soul
cannot soar above the details of his provender and
his flea-bites. He will exclaim over a telegraph
pole or squander sentiment upon the memory of a-
sandwich, but for instruction, 'description, wit or
common sense we must look elsewhere.

Accbrdingly, I may claim to cover new ground.

It is possible that I may be déemed pessimistic, but -
I am at the least unprejudiced. Until I had travelled
into the interior of Tuniéia, I was disposed to believe
that the French might be doing a work feebly analo-
gous to our own in India and Egypt. - Care was
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viii PREFACE

taken that the worst scandals should be'withheld
from my observation, but I have now seen enough
to convince me that the administration of Tunisia
is as rotten as that of the French Républic.

My book serves three purposes. (1) It will be
an indispensable companion to those travellers who
are tired of the beaten European track and desire to
see something of golden Africa and a race of native
gentlemen. I do not love tourists, but I believe I
shall have served them faithfully, even though I only
persuade them to remain away. (2) Much more
important, I have exposed Lord Salisbury’s deplorable
sacrifice of British prestige and commerce; I have
indicated a possible avenue to retrieving lost oppor-
tunities and eventually ousting the modern Barbar"y
pirates, the inheritors of the selfish traditions of Rome,
from a land where they have unwarrantably trespassed.
(3) I have paid a tribute to the last survivors of that
grand medizval race, which has bequeathed to us
whatever civilization we may possess and which shall
yet, inshallak, live to restore a portion of its departed
glories.

I crave special attention for the passages referring



PREFACE ix

to the caravan trade across the Sahara. To the
fascinating subject of Tripoli I hope I may return
later on.

My acknowledgments are due to the editors of
the Morning Post, Contemporary Review, Pearson's
Magazine, Badminton Magazine, ldler, Queen and
World for permission to reproduce portions of articles,
with which I have ediﬁe.d their readers.

V.

TANGIER, 1s¢ January, 1899.
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SERVIA: THE POOR MAN’S PARADISE

By -HERBERT VIVIAN

A CHORUS OF PRAISE. FROM THE PRESS
THE MORNING PAPERS: '

““Much fresh and pl ding. Emi 1 Iculated to attract visitors to an almost
unknown country,” ~ Morming Post, N
“‘ Sober and painstaking. Not an article of trade, from pigs to pig-iron, but he has studied.

1f rou want an all-round description of the country, here you have it. A capital description of
Belgrade and of Servian manners and customs in town and country.”—Daily News.
*“Brightly written, An interesting sketch of Servian manners and customs. The fruit of
much useful observation.*’—Zimes.
s e Des::';ibes with quick observation and in vivid, pithy terms. An able and opportune book."—
tandard.

THE EVENING PAPERS:

* We can scarcely recall a single volume of travel which bore witness to such wide research,
sich untiring determination to get at the heart of things, and so sincere a judgment upon topics
of rare difficulty and deli His pen-pi are vivid, spirited ; they are always as full of
life as his narrative is the reverse of dull. Despite his vivacity, Mr, Vivian has not shrunk from
the sterner aspects gf l‘his task. _His book from start to finish is clearly written, well constructed,

and le. A highly ditabl giece of work, and one that should secure its
author attention in the future as a serious and intelligent student of political iology.”—
St. James' Gasette.

G: Contains much sober and instructive fact. Substantial and well written,”—Westsminster
selte.

* Comprehensive and well written. A mass of valuable information. Thoroughly interesting
and instructive.”—Pall Mall Gazette,

** Provides an excellent guide-book. Mr. Vivian is within his right in claiming for himself
something of an authority’s rank. He has produced a meritorious work, which deserves to be
read and thought over."—Glode.

ZA‘;; admirable account of the country. His description of Belgrade is charmingly written."
~Echo.

WEEKLY PAPERS:

* Fresh and i ing. Does not ber his pages with indigestible material. The reader
can without effort enjoy the lively narrative. He delights the reader.””—Speaker. ;
“Its many excellences. Contrives to sustain our from the.fi to the finish.

His descriptions of places and people are works of art in their way and bring home to us what
he has seen more vividly than the best i inable ci ph. P the rare gift of
maintaining his vivacity even when dealing with the most prosaic subjects, His particular
genius. Islikely to remain the standard worl upon the su!)j"ect.";-—:smurday Review.

* Is complete and was needed. Strong PP

“ Writes freshly.”—Academy. 3

4 Written with and enthusi Much pk gossip."—Gwardian. .

' An entertaining book of travel. Facts in plenty. Mr. Vivian ds in mak h

on Political Parties, Agriculture, Finance, and other topics of the kind very readable, while
l}l:gsel ;lhich concern more nearly the manners and customs of the people are quite amusing.”—
‘orid,
“ Will doubtless be read with interest. Of special importance to British manufacturers.
Givesa very good account of the kingdom.”—Fie/d. .
** Breezy ignorance. Fulsome adulation aggravated by slander of the dead. "—thtrahmt..
“Delightful. Sparkling. Deserves to take a high place among the literature of travel."—
Pearson's Weekly.

PROVINCIAL PAPERS:

** Deserves honourable mention for his brave and patient mastery of social statistics.”—ZLeeds

fTonry. s on. - . - e a3
¢ Pleasant reading. Brightly, often wittily written. Vivid and

Guardian. o . 0
“ Careful -personal observation. Facts halled in a sy and useful manner,”—

Ligerool Daily Post. .
** Vastly cadable,  Sub ially useful and valuabl Evidently had his eyes about him.
Agreeable and pi que pages of a thoroughly enjoyable book. "—Glasgow Her: .
T.; lnterle‘sting and attractive. A work for which his readers will be grateful.”"—Sheffield Daily
elegraph. . " .
"‘;A‘d}rook which one can read with interest and profit. Certainly not dull."—No#és Daily
ian. .

YANKEE PAPERS: 3

““ There are no illustrations in this most intelligent and well-made volume, but illuste
are not needed. Every page is an illustration in itself and sets a scene before the reader’s eyes
which he can readily realize, Most instructive and interesting.”"—New York Literary World.

“Of paramount interest.”—Boston Daily Advertiser.

“Of very great interest and value,”—Chicago Record. R " "
T“}Suweet enthusiasm. Interesting and ought to be specially useful in England.”—New ¥or,

oune. . s .

* Very interesting. A hand-book for study as well as for reading.’ —New York Critic.

* Interesting and useful.”—Dial.




