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PREFAOE. 

-
No POLITICAL QUESTION of the present time excites mote. 

profound interest, than the progress of Democracy, or 

popular power, in European States. It gravely affects 

the interests of society, and the welfare of nations. .By 

some it is reglU'ded with satisfaction and hopefuTness; 

by others with repugnance and dread. But all must 

desire to learn the causes to which it may be ascribed : 

how flU' it has contributed to the good government of 

States; and what have been its dangers and its mis~ 

chiefs. A careful study of history, by establishing some 

political truths, and removing many prejudices, may 

conduce to' the better understanding of this important 

subject; and, with this view, I have endeavoured to 

trace the for1tmes of Democracy, and political liberty ; 

throughout "the history of Europe .. 

I have not ventured to entitle these volumes a 

History of Democracy, as such a work would be no less 

than a history of Europe itself. But, taking Democracy, 
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in all its aspects, as my theme, I have illustrated it from 

the history of tpqse States, in which its incidents have 

been the most remarkable. I have investigated the 
• > 

causes of the political development of nations: I have 

studied th~inner life of many republics, in ancient and 

modern t~mes; and I have followed the most memor

able revolutions, and the greatest national stmggles for 

civil and religious liberty, to be found in the annals of 

European monarchies. While passing lightly over the 

beaten track of English constitutional history, I have 

dwelt upon those periods, in which democracy has taken 

a prominent place. These events are necessarily de

scribed with studied brevity: but the form of historical 

-narrative has generally been maintained. 

Most of the examples of popular power which the 

history of Europe affords, are those of political liberties 

and franchises, rather than of De~ocracy. But I have 

thought it better to use a comprehensive term, which 

embraces every degree of popular power, or influence, 

~whether in a constitutional monarchy, or in arepublic. 

Montesquieu has pointed out the various senses in 

which the term 'liberty' has been understood; and 

, democracy' has acquired at least as many. As a form 

of government, it signifies the sovereignty of the whole 
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body of the people. But there are as many degrees and 

conditions of dem0.cracy, as of liberty • ~d the term 

also comprehends the political power, or influence, of 

the people, under all forms of gov~rn~ent. It denotes 

a principle or force, and not simply an instit\!tion; and 

it is in this sense, th~t the term is to bEr generally 

. understood, in this history. But it is also us(fd ill some 

other senses, which if not so accurate, have been sanc

tioned by conventioD,al use. For example, in default of 

a more extended vocabulary, it is often spoken of as a 

revolutionary force, opposed to exiSting institutions, if 

not to law and. order; and in view of many popular 

movements abroad, such a term can scarcely be misap

plied. Again, it sometimes refers to the humbler citi- . 

zens of a State, as opposed to the aristocracy; and, 

lastly, it is taken to define a. particular type of demo

cracy, such as the Athenian, the Florentine, or the 

French democracy. In short, the sense in which the 

word -is used, in any case, can only be judged aright 

from the context. 

In attempting so extended a survey of European 

history, I have been painfully sensible of my own 

shortcomings. Neither in learning, nor in leisure, could 

I feel myself equal to such a work: but, led on by 

the deep interest of the subject, I persevered, for 
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many years, in a task which no abler hands had under

taken. 

1 have not thought it necessary to multiply authori

ties for the well-known events, or accepted conclusions, 

of history: but 1 have freely cited the. opinions of other 

writers,-whether in agre~ment with my own, or other

wise,-without allowiDg myself to be diverted into 

inconvenient controversies. 

If any profession of political faith is expected from 

the author, as a pledge of the spirit in which this 

history is written, it is this :-1 hail the development of 

popular power, as an essential condition of the social . 
advancement of nations: 1 am an ·ardent admirer of 

political liberty,-Of rational and enlightened liberty, 

such as most Englishmen approve; and 1 condemn any 

violation of its principles, whether by a despotic king, 

or by an ill-ordered republic. 

September 25, 1877. . 
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INTRODUCTION. 

STUDY OF POLITICAL RlSTORY -MORAL, SOCIAL, AND PHYSICAL CAUSES OF 

FREBDOM-SPBCIAL CAUSES OF FREEDOM ~N MODERN STATES-UNION 

OF OLD IliSTITUTIONS WITH POPULAR FRANCHISES-CONSTITUTIONAL 

MONARCHIES-PUBLIC OPINION-FREEDOM A SAFEGUARD AGAINST 

DEMOCRACY _. DEMOCRATIC EXCESSES-COMMUNISM - THE IliTERNA

TIONAL AilSOCIATION-THE FUTURE. 

THERE can be no worthier study than the history of en· ~ 
lightened nations, in all ages, as an illustration of the Uses ,of the 
~ study of 

Principles of' government. For by such a study we political 
history. 

may learn the most fruitful philosophy and statesman-
ship; and may even hope to read the momentous signs 
of modern political life, by the light of past events.1 

Above all is it instructive to investigate the causes which 
have contributed to liberty, and human progress, and the 
conditions under which free States have risen, flourished, 
and decayed. This inquiry becomes invested with 
additional interest, when we are able to trace a close 
connection,~if not an identity,-betweencivilisation 
and fi.·eedom.We are not left to the barren scmtiny, 
and comparison of the institutions of various countries: 
but are able to discover the continuous operation of 

1 Oomte refers what is termed the science of history, i.e. the study 
of the laws which govern political events; 'first to Hobbes, and then to 
Bossuet (Philo,. POI. vi. 317) ; but I should rather assign it to Aristotle. 
This author will be ofte~ cited in the course of this work; not because 
I am attracted by his peculiar philosophy, but because he displays a 
remarkable historical insight, wholly distinct from his strange theories of 
'the religious and sochil destinies of mankind. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

principles, founded on human nature, and leading to 
similar results in different ages, and in many States. 
How these results have been modified by the con
ditions of society, and by other local and incidental 
causes, is another object of inquiry not less important. 

This study· brings us into contact with the most 
intellectual a~d polished nations of the world; and 
introduces us to the most interesting periods of their 
history. The nations which have enjoyed the highest 
freedom, have bequeathed to us the rarest treasures of 
intellectual wealth, and to them we owe a large measure 
of our own civilisation. The history of their liberties 
will be found concurrent with the history of their 
greatest achievements in oratory, literature, and the 
arts. In short, the history of civilisation is the history 
of freedom.1 

It has been usual to conduct controversies regarding 
political institutions, and forms of government, as if 
they were simply founded upon abstract expediency; 
as if monarchies and republics had been established 
upon a priori theories, and were to be judged according 
to their approach to some ideal polity. It is not in this 
spirit, that history is to be studied. If any instmction 
is to be gained, it will be by the investigation of the 
moral, social, and physical causes which have con
tributed to the rise, growth, and overthrow of insti
tutions,-Of despotisms, of free monarchies, of aristocra
cies, and of republics.2 It has not been by the theories 

1 Aristotle has laid it down that, 'the more society is improved and 
education perfected, the more equality will prevail and liberty be ex
tended.'-pQlit. v. 3. 

S 'L'histoire n'a point encore cess6 d'avoir un caractere essentiellement 
litUlraire ou descriptif, et n'a nullement acquis una veritable nature seien
tifiqua, en etablissant eOOn una vraia filiation rationelle dans III. suite dea 
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of philosophers and lawgivers, that political institutions 
have been formed: but by the conflict of social forces 
in the several states. Freedom owes much, to statesmen, 
who, in different ages, have laboured to enfranchise 
nations: it owes much to great thinkers, who have pro
pounded broad principles of civ~ government, to Plato, 
Aristotle, Cicero, and Seneca,-to John of Salisbury,! 
St. Thomas Aquinas,2 Marsilio of Padua,tl Milton, Locke, 
Montesquieu, and Edmund Burke. They have given 
light and guidance to the leaders of popular movements: 
but no laws or principles. will avail, until society is 
ripe for their acceptance. Rulera will not willingly sur-

t!vtlnemens sociaux, de maniere B permettre, comme pour tout autre ordre 
de phenomenes, et entre les limites generales imposees par une compli
cation superieure, une certaine prevision systematique de leur succession 
ulterieure.'-Comte, PhuOll. POll. iv. 282. A fine aphorism of Leibnitz is 
also cited by Comte, 'Le present est gros de l'avenir.'-Ibid. iv. 367. 

1 See infra, p. 240. 
I Lord Acton, in hisjearned and eloquent address on 'The History 

of Freedom in Christianity,' thus summarises the doctrines of this writer. 
, A king who is unfaithful to his duty, forfeits his claim to obedience. It 
is not rebellion to depose him, for he is himself a rebel, whom the nation 
has a right to put down. But it is better to abridge hie power,that he 
may be unable to abuse it. For this purpose, the whole nation ought to 
haTe a share in governing itself. The constitution ought to combine a 
limited and .elective monarchy, with an aristocracy of merit, and such an 
admixture of democracy as shall admit all classes to office by popular 
election. No government has a right to levy taxes beyond the limit 
determined by the people. All political authority is derived from popu
lar suffrage; and all laws must be made by the people or their represen
tatives. There is no security for us as long as we depend on the will of 
another man.'-Addre8B, 5. 

3 This writer's views are also given by Lord Acton. • Laws derive 
their authority from the nation, and are invalid without its assent. . . . 
In obeying laws to which all men have agreed, all men, in reality, govern 
themselves.. • • 'l'he monarch is responsible to the nation, and subject to 
the law; and the nation that appoints him and assigns him his duties, 
has to see that he obeys the constitution, and has to dismiss him if he 
breaks ~t. The rights of citizens are independent of the faith they pro
fess, and no man may be punished for his religion.'-lbicl. 
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,INTROD: render their power: nor can a people wrest it from 
them, until they have grown strong enough to wield it. 
The political constitution of a State will be found gene
rally to follow its social condition,-the religion, the 
cultivation, the industry, the wealth, the arts, and the 
self-respect of its peopl~. Such causes were the origin 
of the earlier historical institutions; and they still 
shape the destinies of the more advanced societies of 
modern times. 

Inlluence. Foremost among the moral causes which repress or 
~o~u~:- favour liberty, is the national religion. A superstitious 
freedom. faith,-inspiring awe and mental prostration in the 

worshippers, assigning Divine attributes to kings and 
priests, . and abasing the people,-has ever been the 
potent ally and instrument of despotism. Throughout 
Asia, in Egypt, in Turkey, in ancient Mexico and Peru, 
we find the grossest superstitions associated with despotic 
rule. l A superstitious faith cannot fail to rivet the 
political chains of a people. It adds Divine sanction to 
civil authority: it strengthens power and weakens re
sistance: it exalts tradition· above reason: it depresses 
the free will of believers: it lowers intelligence and 
perpetuates ignorance. It tends to make men slaves in
stead of freemen. 

Influence Such being the natural effects of superstition, a 
of a higher 
religion. higher and nobler faith promotes the development of 

political liberty. Instead of repressing thought,' it 
raises the human mind to the contemplation of Divine 
truth and justice. Instead of debasing, it ennobles 

1 In all these countries' there was the same despotic power on the 
part of the upper c111S8eS, and the same contemptible subservience on the 
part of the lower.'-Buckle, Bitt. of Civilisation, i. 101. He ascribes this 
condition, however, to physical causes-of which religion was one of the 
resulte-rather than to religion itself. 



MORAL CAUSES OF FREEDOM. xxv 

the condition and destinies of man: instead of inspiring .IXTROD. 

an abject terror of rulers, it holds them responsible to ~..----' 
God for the righteous gove.rnment of His people: it 
exalts the sentiments, quickens the intelligence, and 
directs the moral aims of believers.l Such are its aids 
to liberty. 

We shall find, in the course of this history! ample Illustra-
tions. 

illustrations of these opposite principles. On one side, 
we shall observe despotism Il,llied to Pagan superstitions 
and corruptions of the Christian faith! on the other, we 
shan see libeI1y flourishing in union with the best and 
purest types of Christianity.2 

Next to religion, we must reckon intellectual ad- Popular 
• enlighten

vancement as one of the causes of freedom. Superstl- ment the 
. . d d . I I 11' d . h . d foundation bon, In ee ,IS so C ose yale WIt Ignorance, an a of freedom. 

pure faith with enlightenment, t~at it may sometimes be 
difficult to distinguish the relative effects of religious and 
intellectual progress. But it is mainly with the latter 
that we are; at present, concerned. The observation of 
human society, under every aspect, exhibits the influ-
ence of knowledge, and intelligent will, upon the affairs 
of men. The conditions of a community, or State, are 
not very different from those of a family.s When the 
people are helplessly ignorant, they render blind 

1 'The fortifying religions, that is to say, those which lay the plainest 
stress on the manly parts of morality,-upon valour, truth, and industry,
have had the most obvious effect in strengthening the races who believed 
them, and in making those races the winning races.'-Bagehot, Physics 
and Politic6, 216. 

~ 'Les peuples du nord embrasserent 10. protestantisme, et ceux du midi 
garderimt la catholique.' ' C'est que les peuples du nord ont et auront 
toujours un esprit d'independance et de liberte, que n'ont pas les peuples 
du midi.'-Montesquieu, Esprit deJJ Loix, livr. xxiv. ch. 5. 

8 Sir Henry Maine says, • The most recent researches into the primi
tive history of society point to the conclusion that the earliest tie which 
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obedience, like children, to their stronger and 'wiser 
rulers; but as they acquire more knowledge and dis
cernment, they murmur against wrongs, and are pre
pared to resist oppression. If they still submit them
selves loyally to their government, it is no longer in the 
same unreasoning spirit. They are grown up; and will 
no longer be treated as children. Nor can rulers con
tinue insensible to the changes which are occurring in 
their relations with their subjects. Mutual confidence. 
or conflict will ensue. In either case, the people will 
acquire increased influence. It may not be that the 
form of government is changed-that a monarchy be
comes a republic, or that more popular institutions are 
created: but the sentiments of the people, which were 
formerly defied, now meet with consideration and de
ference. 

In the earliest stages of society, superstition and igno
rance naturally prevailed; and the people were lmfitted 
for the functions and privileges of freedom. Accord
ingly, we find them everywhere lmder the rule of 
kings, priests, and nobles. In the East, society has 
never advanced from its primitive simplicity. Super
stition and ignorance still enthral the mind~ of the 
people, and despotism and priestcraft continue in the 
ascendant.1 In Europe, the destinies of mankind have 
been widely dissimilar; and the faculties which God has 
given them, have been continually cultivated and im
proved. Deplorable superstitions have given place to 

knitted men together in communities was consanguinity or kinship.'
Early Hiatory of I1I$titutiom, 64. 

'From the moment when a tribal community settles down finally upon 
a definite space of land, the land begins to be the basis of society, in place 
of kinship.'-Ibid. 72. . 

1 See Ohap. I. infra. 
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higher forms of religion; and ignorance has yielded to Il'o"TROll 
"----,---

education and rational experience. As European 
society advanced, heroic and heaven-born kings were 
generally s~ceeded by aristocraciesl ; who, in their 
turn, were constrained to share their power with the 
people, or to yield it to a democracy. Of this political 
development of society in Europe, the history of Greece 
and Rome,-the two most important nations of antiquity, 
-.abounds in familiar and instructive examples.2 

Intelligence alone will not ensure the liberty of a Social of 
causes 

people. A nation of dreamers might still be slaves. freedom. 

But active enlightenment improves the social condi-
tion of a people, makes their industry fruitful, distri-
butes wealth, raises up new classes of society, creates 
varied interests; and changes the entire character of the 
state.· The government of a State follows its general 
social condition,-material, aA well as intellectual; and 
it is to the relative forces of different classes, that we 
must look for the determination of political supremacy. 
Increasing wealth and resources, arising from com
merce, manufactures, and industry,-necessarily asso-
ciated with enlarged intelligence,-have disturbed the 

~ 'With these differences, however, that in the East aristocracies be
came religious, in the West civil or political, the proposition that a 
historical era of aristocracies succeeded a historical era of heroic kings 
may be considered as true, if not of all mankind, at all events of all 
bran~hes of the Indo-European family of nations.'-Maine, Ancient 
Law, ii. 

S See Chapters II. m. IV. and V. of this history. 'Political liberty 
was, in ancient.times, almost restricted to cities like Athens and Rome, 
where public life, and art, and all the intellectual influences that were 
concentrated in a great metropolis, could 'raise the people to an excep
tional elevation.'-Lecky, H"18t. of Rationali8m, ii. 229. 

S 'Deux qualit6s paroissent requises, avant toutes les autres, pour 
rendre les hommes capables de conquerir 1a IiberUi: la force indi viduelle, 
et 1a force sociale.' -Sismondi, Hist. deB Rep. It., i. 402. 
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!~TROD: balance of power in'States, originally governed by a 
king or aristocracy, and largely increased the political 
influence of the middle and industrial classes.! The 
great varieties of constitutions in manl States, and 
in different periods of their history, may be traced to 
the proportionate social .influence of the classes of 
which they were composed. A powerful aristocracy, 
whE:n it has lost its exclusive power, may still maintain 
a very large, if not a preponderating, influence in public 
affairs. Its intrinsic power may be unimpaired! its 
wealth, its territorial possessions, its moral. and intel
lectual elevation; may be greater than at any former 
period; and these characteristics will ensure, in any 
State, and under any form of government, an enduring 
political power. In the earlier stages of such a State, 
when other 'sources of influence were undeveloped, 
such attributes were.naturally all,-powerful; and under 
new conditions of society, they must continue to be an 
essential power. Whether they still give ascendency, 
or only a considerable share of the general political 
sovereignty of the whole community, will depend upon 
the relative progress of the several classes of society; 
Hence the variety of institutions which have formed 
themselves, throughout the hi8tory of Europe.· Osten
sibly the conceptions of statesmen and lawgivers, their 
first cause was the social condition of the people. The 
operation of these principles may be studied, with 
peculiar interest, in the history of Greece; 2 of ancient 

1 'Depuis que les travaux de l'intelligence furent devenu8 des sources 
de force et de richesses, on dut considGrer chaque dtlveloppement de Ia 
science, chaque connaissance nouvelle, chaque idee neuve, comme un germe 
de puissance, mis i. la portee du peuple.'-De Tocqueville, Democ. en 
A"Ii,;que. Iotr. 4. 

a See Chaps. II. and m. 
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Rome; 1 of the Italian republics; 2 of the Netherlands; 3 L~TROD. 
an~ of England.' ''--r--'' 

This constant development of popular influence, a,s Deve!op

the result of the intellectual and material progress of ~O~n;l:: 
. 'th l' b d I I power ana-nations, must erelore e accepte as a natura aw. turallnw_ 

Such a law, like other laws which shape the destinies 
of man, is to be reverently studied, and accepted with-
out prejudice, as a beneficent influence designed for 
the general benefit of society. Let us not be too prone 
to condemn, or to dread it, as a social danger. Rather' 
let us learn to interpret it rightly, and to apply it, with 
careful discernment, to the government of free States. 
If it be a law that the progressive civilisation of a 
nation increases the power of the people, let that power, 
be welcomed, and gradually associated with the State'!> 
The same cause which creates the power,~lso qualifies 
the people to exercise it. In a country half civilised, 
popular power is wielded by a mob; in a civilised 
community, it is exercised by the legitimate agencies of 
freedom,-by the press, by public discussion, by associa-
tion, and by electoral contests. If ignored, distmsted, 

I See Chaps. IV. and V. 3 See Chap. VII. 
a See Ohaps. X. and XI. • See Chaps. XVIII. - XXII. 
I 'Vouloir arreter la democratie paraitrait alors lutter contre Dieu 

meme, at il ne resterait aux nations qu'A s'accommoder A Petat social que 
leur impose 1a Providence.'-De' Tocqueville, Democr. en Amerique. 
Intr. 6. 

And again, he says, 'Les Iegislateurs con~urent Ie projet imprudent 
de la detruire, au lieu de chercher A l'instruire et A 1a corriger, et sans 
vouloir lui apprendre A gouverner, ils ne. songerent qu'A la repousser du 
gouvernement.'-lbitl. 8. 

, There is no use mincing the matter: unless the world goes back, de
mocracy must go forward. The will ot the people must more and more 
prevail. We cannot prevent numbers ruling; we can only persuade 
them to rule well.'-Mr. W. E. Forster's Addrese, as Lord Rector of the 
Ulliversity of Aberdeen, November 24, 1876, 
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defied, or resisted by rulers, it provokes popular dis
contents, disorders, and revolution: if welcomed and 
propitiated, it is a source of strength and national 
union. To discern rightly the progress of society, and 
to meet its legitimate claims to political influence, has 
become one of the highest functions of modern states
manship. 

Of both these political axioms, the history of Eng
land presents instructive illustrations. The Stuarts 
failed to recognise the advancing force of the COOl

monalty in social power, and religious earnestness; and 
clung obstinately to the principles of absolutism in 
the state, and in religion. They were blind to the con
s)'icuous signs of their own remarkable times; and one 
of that misguided race forfeited his life, and another 
his crown, to-this political blindness. At a later period 
a more discerning policy has been signalised by the 
most striking results. Modern English statesmen have 
recognised the advancing intelligence and social power 
of the people; and have taken them into active part
nership with the State. Nor has this confidence been 
'ill requited. The crown and aristocracy, the wealthy, 
the cultivated, and the middle classes have maintained 
their legitimate ascendency in the State; and they rule 
with the moral force of a united people. 

The same moral may be drawn from the blood
stained history of France. The Bourbons were as blind 
as the StuaJ.ts, to the social forces which an advanc
ing civilisation was developing in their noble country. 
They continued to govern, in the eighteenth century, a5 
they had governed in the sixteenth. Everything was 
changing arolmd them: a new society was growing: 
new opinions 'were being formed: new political exi-
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gencies demanded the most watchful care. But they 
saw none of these things, until it was too late. They 
maintained the greatness of the monarchy, the splendour 
of the court, and the invidious privileges of the nobles: 
but they ignored the advancing power, and accumulat-
ing needs of a neglected people. At length, Louis 
XVI. perceived, but too plainly, the urgent claims of 
his subjects, and the alarming necessities of the State. 
The people were suddenly called into council, in the 
States-Gent:ral, without experience, without prepara.-
tion, without foresight, without any of the resources of 
statesmanship; and, in reforming the manifold abuses 
of an absolute monarchy, they precipitated a democratic 
revolution.1 

XL"l 

INTROD. 

Such being the moral and social conditions affecting Physical 

political progress, we may now consider the influence ~':;.~ting 
of certain physical laws in arresting or advancing that freedom. 

development of society, which is conducive to freedom. 
Montesquieu has traced, with luminous precision, 

the influence of climate, soil, and geographical position, 
upon the laws and government of nations.2 Buckle 
has examined, with extraordinary learning, and fulness 
of illustration, the physical laws affecting civilisation.s 

His generalisations are bold and masterly; and while 
some of his conclusions are open to controversy, many 
of them will scarcely be disputed. He may sometimes 
attribute too much effect to the operation of physical 
laws, to the exclusion of moral causes; but a~y 
philosophy would be imperfect, which failed to assign 
to such laws a considerable influence, in forming and 

1 See infra, Ohaps. XII. and XIII. 
«Esprit du Loix, livr. xiv., xvii., xviii. 
8 Hiat. of Civilisation: General Introduction. 
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modifying the social conditions of different races of 
mankind. The operation of such laws j.s no new 
theory: but has been accepted by writers of all ages, 
from Homer and Aristotle to Taine1 and Buckle. 

Thinkers who are most inclined to narrow the effect 
of phY8ical laws upon morals, will not deny the 
influence of climate in modifying the character of 
men; 2 and we propose, very briefly, to point out the 
manner in which the political institutions of different 
cOlmtries have been affected by their climate, soil, and 
other geographical incidents. 

History and observation alike attest that tropical 
regions have been the everlasting abodes of despotism: 
where kings, chiefs, and priests have governed, from 
time immemorial, without control; and where the 
people have been unresisting subjects and slaves.:! 
Temperate climes alone have been the homes of 
freedom. This fact is the more remarkable, as the 
earliest civilisations arose in the hottest climates. Here 
we should naturally have looked for a concurrent 
progress, in the social and pblitical condition of the 
people. In other'lands, civilisation and liberty have 
advanced together: byt throughout the East, and in 

1 'Trois sources diff6rentes contribuent A produire eet etat moral eIe
mentaire,-la race, Ie milieu, et Ie moment.'-Hl8t. de lei Lift . .Ang. 
Intr. 22-33. 

I 'Cli~ate and physical surroundings, in the largest sens~ have un
questionably much influence: they are one factor in the cause, but the~ 
'are not the only factor; for we find most dissimilar races of men living ht 
the same climate, and affected by the same surroundings j and we hiwe 
every reason to believe that those unlike races have so lived as neigh
bours for ages.'-Bagehot, Physics and Politics, 183. 

a See Chap. I. Monte~quieu, ESJ»-it deB Loi.t·, livr. xiv. ch. 4; x~ii. 
ch. 8, 6. 'La servitude politiqu8 ne depend pas moins de III. nature 
du climat, que III. civile et domestique, comme on va faire voir.'-Monte .... 
quieu, Esprit deB LoU'; livr. xvii. cb. 1. 
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other hot climates,-however much learning, poetry, 
philosophy, and the arts may have Hourished,-there has 
been no social and political advancement for mankind. 
Why is this? It cannot be due to accident: nor will the 
superstitions of these countries, however detrimental 
to human progress, suffice to explain the permanent 
stagnation of Eastern society. A people, advancing in 
intelligence and influence, would have outgrown them. 
But the physical conditions of tropical life are opposed 
to social development. A hot climate and a fertile 
soil multiply the means of subsistence, and foster the 
rapid growth of population. The wants of the multi-
tude are few and. easily gratified. A loose cotton gar-
ment, a meal of rice, or Indian corn, and a draught of 
water, a dweiling of the simplest fashion, designed {or 
the free admission of the air, rather than for protection 
against the climate, are all their needs. There is no. 
check to the increase of their numbers. Hence follow 
cheap labour, and a low and. unimproving condition of 
society.1 Nor can it be doubted that great heat i~ 

enervating alike to the minds and bodies of men,~
inclining them to vigorous thought and action, and 
disposing them to a languid acquiescence in their 
accustomed lot. 

xxxiii 
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In colder climates all these conditions_ are chang~d. ~~:::-:te 
The bounties of nature are less prodigal· 2 men labour conducive • . to freedom. 

hard to win them: their wants are multiplied, ~dmore 
difficult' to satisfy.: their food, clothing, and dwellings 
are more costly. Hence the growth of population is 

1 Buckle, Hist.: General Introduction, 36-98. 
9 'Ainsi, Ie gouvernement d'un seul sa trouve plus souvent dans les 

pays fertiles, et Ie gouvel'Demeilt de plusieurs dans les pays qui ne Bont 
pas.'-Montesquieu, Es:J.nit des Loir, livr. xviii., ch. 2. 

VOL. 1. b 
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checked: the value of labour is sustained: the people 
share in the distribution of the wealth of the country; 
and the general condition of society is improved, and 
progressive. Industry and invention are encouraged 
by due rewards; and rich and powerful classes arise, 
who claim their share in the government of the State. 
The organisation of such men also differs from that of 
dwellers in the tropics. Their strength and spirit are 
braced by a temperate climate, by constant labour and 
enterprise, and by the hope of social advancement. 
And these are the qualities which arouse resistance to 
oppression, and fit men for the enjoyment of freedom.1 

Connected with climate and the geographical fea
tures of a country, 'one other influence must not be 
omitted. Where nature assumes its grandest and most 
awful forms, men have generally been most prone to 
superstition. Impressed with a deep sense of their 
own weakness and insignificance, they bow down, with 
terror, before their gods, whose majestic powers are 
ever present, and whose vengeance they have been 
taught to dread. Amidst overhanging precipices, the 
threatening avalanche, the swollen torrent; and thunder 
and lightning, a mountain peasant may well be pre-. 
pared for his doom. Earthquakes, hurricanes and 
pestilence appeal, no less terribly, to the fears and 
imagination of helpless men. It is the lot of many, 
ever to gaze upon rugged mountains, crowned with 
eternal snow, and reaching upwards to the heavens; 

1 'Cette force plus grande (dans les climats froids) doit produire bien 
des eft'ets: pa.r exemple, plus de confiance en soi-m~me, c'est-A-dire, plus 
de courage; plus de connoissance de sa superioriUl, c'est-a-dire, moins de 
deBir de la vengeance; plus d'opinion de sa stireUl, c'est-&-dire, plus de 
franchise, mo~s .de s~up~ons, de politique et de ruses.'-Montesquieu, 
Esprit dea Loi'C, livr. XlV., ch. 2. . 
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or volcanoP8 vomiting forth flames and burning ashes; DnnOlJ. 
-,~ 

or wide impetuous rivers; or a rock-bound coast, the 
sport of storms and clouds; or a boundless desert, or 
tangled forest; and how can they fail to hUll1ble them
selves before the awful and mysterious powers of' nature 
and of God.1 With a reasonable faith, and an intelligent Terrors of 

h · f h . 1 1 h h nature dis-compre enSlOn 0 p YSlca aws, suc P enomena as pelled by 

these exalt the imagination, and arouse the soul to the religion. 

highest religious emotions. But with superstition and 
ignorance, they encourage an awe-stricken worship, or 
helpless fatalism. Instead of raising men above them-
selves, by the contemplation of the wonderful works of 
their Creator, they inspire abject fears and moral abase-
ment. Without self-respect, or assurance of the high 
destinies of man, there can be no striving for social 
and political progress. . 

Europe being comparatively free from the more PbY':ic:ai 
conditIons 

fearful of these natural phenomena, and the forces of of Europe 
•• favourable 

nature bemg more eaSIly subdued to the control and to freedom. 

use' of man, the influence of these causes has been 
generally less felt, than in the seats of earlier civilisa-
tions.2 And in this circumstance we may discern 
one, among many concurrent causes, of the higher de
velopmellt of European religion, civilisation, and liber-
ties. Some writers may have attached undue impor-
tance to this consideration: but no investigation of the 

1 Buckle, Hut. i. 107-119. 'In early ages, men were frightened of 
" the world; " the spectacle of nature filled them with awe and dread. 
They fancied there were powers behind it, which must be pleased, soothed, 
flattered, and this often in 8 number of hideous way$.'~Bagehot, Physics 
and Politics, 65. 

• • The tendency of the surrounding phenomena W8l!, in India, to in
. spire fear; in Greece, to give confidence. In India, man was intimidated; 

in Greece, he was encouraged. • • In Greece, nature was less dangerous, 
less intrusive, and less mysterious than in India.'-Buckle, Hut. i. 127. 

b2 
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causes of social and political progress, could pretend 
to completeness, which failed to weigh seriously the in
fluence of the terrible and mysterious aspects of nature, 
upon the destinies of mankind. 

Analogous to the influence of climate, is that of 
the character of the soil and its cultivation. Where a 
country consists mainly of vast pastures, a feudal 
society. of chiefs and dependants has generally been 
found. Large tracts of land being in the hands of a 
few. proprietors, and a scanty population being engaged 
in tending the flocks and herds, the elements of a free 
and progressive society are wanting. To which we 
must add another cause pointed out by Aristotle,l that in 
such countries war has generally been carried on by ca
valry, which is the arm of the rich and not of the poor. 
Those who defend their country and maintain its inde
pendence are supreme in its government; and thus an 
aristocracy is the natural constitution of a pastoral State. 

The same causes operate, in a. less degree, in coun
tries mainly agricultural. But there we find conditions 
favourable to the growth of classes independent of the 
proprietors of the soil, and capable of acquiring political 
rights. In the tilling of the soil, a larger population 
is engaged than in pasture:· the land is generally 
divided among a greater number of proprietors; and a 
considerable class of farmers are spread over the country, 
forming an intermediate order between the landowners . 
and the peasantry,. And, to supply the needs of a large 
agricultural community, towns spring up, in which mer
chants, tradesmen, and artificers, add to the independent 
and progressive elements of society. Thus, although 

1 Polit., vi. S. 
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an Rouricultural society is generally conservative, true 
to its old tI1lditions of loyalty, and bound up with 
the interests and sentiments of the proprietors of the 
soil, history presents many examples of agricultural 
democracies. Of these, the most conspicuous are the 
ancient republics of Greece and Rome in their earlier 
stages, the more modern republic of Switzerland, and 
the great agricultural democracy of the United States 
of America . 
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. The political character of an agricultural State will Different 

1 
. classes of 

general y be found to vary according to the classes of cultivators 

persons by whom the land is owned, and its cultivation 
conducted. Large estates let to tenant-farmers, and 
tilled by hired labourers, are naturally favourable to 
the predominant influence of the landowners. Again, 
this influence is greater where the custom of tenancies 
at will, or from year to year, prevails, than where long 
leases are granted to tenants. The Metayer system, so 
common in France and Italy, l under which the peasants 

. pay a certain portion of the produce of their _holdings 
to the owner, in return for the use of the land, and 
the whole or part of the stock, identifies the cultiva
tors still more closely with their landlords, and secures 
the paramount influence of the lords of the soil. 
Other systems of cultivation, which have favoured 
the occupation of small portions of land, by peasant 
tenants, like the Irish cottiers and Indian ryots,have 
necessarily ensured the helpless dependence of the 
cultivators of the soil. But. where the land is sub
divided among numbers of small proprietors, a class is 
created, independent of the great landowners, and whose 
interests may be different, and even antagonistic. If 

1 In Italy the MetayQr tenancy is known 118 Mezzacl,ia. 



xxxviiI INTRODUCTION. 

INTROD. their estates are large enough to require the hiring of 
Peasa~t labourers, they will prohably side with the greater pro
propnetors. prietors: but if they can be cultivated by the owner 

Small 
holdings. 

and his family, with occasional help from others, a class 
of peasant proprietors arises, whose social position 
and interests would rapge them with the people rather 
than with the nobles. Such were the old yeomen, and 
forty-shilling freeholders of England,-now approach
ing extinction,-and the' statesmen' of Westmoreland 
and Cumberland. l Of this class also are the proprietors 
of the greater part of Switzerland, of considerable por
tions of Norway, the Netherlands, Germany, France, and 
Italy, and of nearly the whole of the Northern States. 
of the American Union. 

The political characteristics of peasant proprietors 
are generally determined by the extent of their hold
ings. Where these are sufficiently large to ensure a 
good livelihood, with some means of saving, there is 
no society more sturdy and independent, or more in
clined to assert their political rights; and of this class are 
the proprietors of Norway, Switzerland, and the United 
States. But where the lands are tmduly subdivided, 
and the proprietors, becOlning impoverished, are driven 
to other employments to eke out a subsistence, their 
condition is little better than that of hired labourers. 
They are ignorant, dependent, and prone to supersti
tion; and are generally found to follow the nobles and 
priests, rather than to associate themselves with the 
people. SUcJ1 are a numerous class of peasant proprie
tors in France, and some other parts of the Continent.2 

1 See Wordsworth's ScI!Tlel'Y of the Lakes, for a desCliption of this 
intArestillg race. 

R A sketch of the peaaant proprietors of dilftlrent parts of Europe, 
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It must further be observed that where numbers of INTROD. 
small proprietors associate themselves, in a common ~ 

to 't . t d thO of small cause, reSIS oppressIOn, or 0 a vance elt own proprietol's. 

interests, they enjoy facilities of intercomse and union, 
not very different from those of th~ inhabitants of towns. 

But whatever the distribution of the soil among Genel'al 

d h · fl" h '11 character owners, an w atever Its system 0 cu tIvatIOn, t ere WI of agrieul-

11 b fi d · f' d turnl COffi-genera y e oun more Inertness 0 mIn , more aver- munities. 

sion to change, and more incapacity for social and poli-
tical progress, in agricultural than in town populations. 

Such being the general influence of climate, soil, Othe~ 

d 1 . . th'al dId phYSIcal an cu tivation, upon e SOCl . eve opment an jnlluenees. 

political destinies of nations, other geographical and 
natural conditions must be taken into account. Of these 
the most important are mountains and the sea. 

The influence of mountain!! upon the character of lnaueneeol 

h I · h . d 1 In h li mountains t e peop e IS everyw ere recogmse . . ot c mates, upon so-

h I . f' h . h b' cletyand tee evatIon 0 a mountaIn range exempts t e In a It- freedom. 

ants from those conditions which surrOlmd the popula-
tion of the plains. The climate itself is more temperate; 
the soilless fertile; the difficulties of subsistence are 
greater; the obstacles to an undue increase of numbers 
are multiplied; and the hardships and endurance of 
mountain life endow men with strength, courage, and 
independence. Accordingly, mountain tribes, even in 
tropical regions, are qualified for freedom. But other 
causes are adverse to the growth of free States. .Agri-
culture is difficult, and extended commerce impossible, 
upon the mountains. No new classes can, therefore, 

with extracts from many interesting authorities, will be found in Mill's 
Principlll8 of l'olitical Economy, book II., ch. vi. vii. 

I La liberte I rague done plus dans les paye montagueux: et difficileB, 
que dans ceux: que la. nature semblait avoir plus fuvol·ises.'-Montasquieu, 
Esprit deB Loir, livr. xviii., ch. 2. . 
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arise among these ancient tribes: but the old relations 
of chiefs and warlike followers are perpetuated. Their 
energies are devoted to' constant wars, feuds, and pre
datory raids upon their neighbours. Such men cannot 
be submissive slaves, like their brethren of the plains: 
but we may search among them, in vain, for examples 
of the regulat"ed freedom of more civilized States. 

In temperate climates, the characteristics of moun
tain life are well known. The men are brave, hardy, 
industrious, and frugal. Their straitened industry can 
rarely raise them above the condition of peasants. 
They are removed from the civilising influences of the 
outer world: they have little cultUre: they are, 
perhaps, .narrow and bigoted in their faith: there is 
nothing progressive in their contracted society: but 
their manly independence forbids oppression, and 
nourishes an indomitable love of freedom. The influ
ence of such physical and moral qualities, in perpetuat
ing the political freedom of a mountain race, has received 
the most conspicuous illustration in the memorable 
"history of the Swiss cantonsl,--a history scarcely less 
fruitful of instruction, than that of the renowned re
publics of ancient Greece. 

The sea has ever exercised an extraordinm'y in
flnence upon the general and political development of 
nations.2 It has been associated with maritime adven
ture, commercial enterprise, the progress of civilisation 
and the arts, and a spirit of political freedom. The sea 
promotes the wowtIi of different classes of society,-

1 See Chaps. VIII. and IX. 
a 'Las peuples des isles sont plus portes a la libel'te que les peuples 

du continent.'-l\Iontesquieu, Esprit des Loi;t', lin., ~h. 5. But he! attri
butes this fact to Othol' causes than the influence of the sea. 
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merchants, traders, shipowners, seamen, and arti.;. ~ 
ficers. Their several callings quicken their intelligen,ce 
and increase their wealth: their intercourse with foreign 
lands enlarges their knowledge and range of thought; 
Their interests reqUire protection, and their growing 
power asserts itself in the councils of the State. As in 
a country mainly agricultural or pastoral, the influence 
of landowners is supreme, so in a maritime State must 
the influence of the commercial classes prevaiL 

The operation of these causes has been illustrated I!lustr ... 
tions. 

by all history. Even' Asiatic races settling upon sea 
coasts, removed from the influences of a tropical climate 
and Eastern customs, have exhibited social progress and 

, freedom, uriknown in the plains of Asia. The Phamicians 
and Carthaginians broke from the traditions of their 
aboriginal stock, and founded free commonwealths, re
nowned in history. The shores of the Mediterranean 
were the birthplace of European liberty; and, from an 
early period of Western ciVilisation, were crowded with 
Greek and Italian republics. The Netherlands and 
England are examples of the union of maritime 
activity and political freedom, in modern times. 

In a less degree, the like resUlts are brought about ~avigable 
by navigable rivers and inland lakes. Commerce' is f!l:~ and 

there on a more contracted scale, and intercourse with 
foreign lands is comparatively rare. But trade and 
industry ar~ encouraged, towns spring up, large popu-
lations are brought together, 'wealth is accumulated, 
new classes of soCiety are fornied ; and the elements of 
social and political power are multiplied. The lakes 
and inland navigations of the Netherlands largely con
tributed to their commercial and industrial prosperity, 

. and to the growth of those remarkable. cities, which 
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were the seats of municipal sovereignty, in the middle 
ages.1 

Similar results follow the discovery of minerals, and 
particularly of coal and iron. Manufactures are estab
lished, population and wealth are increased, consider
able towns are multiplied; and a new society arises, 
prepared to contend with nobles and landowners, for 
its share of social consideration and political infiilence. 
Nowhere has the growth of mineral wealth and industry 
had so remarkable a bearing upon political development, 
as in our own country.2 

Wherever cities and large towns have grown up, 
the inhabitants have inclined more to democracy than 
their fellow-countrymen in the provinces. They have 
been less under the influence of social and physical 
causes adverse to the development of freedom. They 
have had their own interests to protect, their own 
municipal affairs to administer. Their intelligence has 
been quickened by their varied occupations, and by a 
more extended intercourse with other men, than falls to 
the lot of tillers of the soil. They have been able to 
combine more readily for the attainment of common 
benefits; and association and discussion have trained 
~hem for the political duties of citizens. Hence, 
throughout the wide range of history,-in Greece, in 
Italy, in France, in Spain, in Germany, in the Nether
lands,and in England,-we find, in cities, the earliest and 
the most memorable e~amples of freedom and self
government.8 

1 See Chap. X. I See Chap. XXII. 
• For further points of difference between country and town popu

lations, see Buckle, HiRt. of C'ivilisatUm, i. 344-347; Lecky, Rationalism 
in EUI·cpe, ii. 309 et ,eg. Infra i. 247-249, 251. 
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The last physical cause of social and political deve- INTROD. 

lopment, which need here be noticed, is that of race. ~ 
Th hi d · I d li . al h . Influence e story, an SOCIa an po tic c aractenstics, of of race. 

the different races of mankind have lately become an 
important and popular study!; and in the politics of 
Europe, wars and revolutions have spnmg from the sym
pathies of race and nationality. Some eminent writers 
attribute to the influence of race, most of the distinctive 
peculiarities of nations, in religion, in government, in 
literature, and in art: 2 while others, no less· eminent, 
and particularly John Stuart Mill a and Buckle,4 con
temptuously ignore it altogether. A controversy upon 
this broad question, would be beside the purposes of 
this history. It will be sufficient to explain to what 
extent the influence of race is recognised, in the course 
of these historical inquiries. 

We find many varieties or races of mankind : 5 we Varieties of 

h · h' b th· h .. mankind. trace t elr lstOry: we 0 serve ell' c aractenstics; 
and it were blindness to overlook those peculiarities of 
mind and body, which affect their social and political 
development. These races have migrated, from distant 
lands, to their prese~t homes: bringing with them not 
only physical qualities, due to the climate, soil and geo
graphical situation of their birth-place, but their religion, 
their traditions, their language, their customs, and their 
institutions.6 Those who attach least importance to 

1 Max Miiller, Pictet, &c. 
:i e.g., Gervinus, Cumus, Freeman, Motley, and Taine. 
S Principles of Political Economy, i. 390. 
4 Hist. of Oivilisation; Geneml Introduction, i. 87. 
5 'n y a naturellement des varitltes d'hommes, comme des varitltes de 

taureaux et de chevaux, les unes braves et intelligentes, les alltres timidll8 
et bornees.'-Taine, Hist. de la Litt. Angl. Intr. 23. 

B 'Une race, comme l'ancien peuple Aryen, tlpal'se depuis Ie Gange 
. ,iusqu'aux Hebrides, emblie sous tous les climate, echelonnee a tollS lea, 
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physical diversities of race will, at least, admit the 
influence of traditional and hereditary sentiments. 
And this history will present striking illustrations of the 
aptitude of some races for religious enlightenment and 
political freedom; and the disposition of other races 
to cling to ancient superstitions and forms of govern
ment. ~o many other causes may have contributed to 
these results, that we must guard ourselves against any 
hasty conclusions concerning the· influence of race: 
yet some remarkable coincidences, at least, demand 
attention. 

The inert and unprogressive character of Asiatic 
races has been already noticed. And in Europe, some 
races have been distinguished by those qualities which 
win and assure freedom: while other races, not less 
brave in war, nor less ingenious in the arts of peace, 
have yet been wanting in that self-assertion which com
mands liberty. Conspicuous were the differences between 
the Germans and the Gauls, as described by Cresar. 
The former were the freest people of antiquity; their 
polity the most democratic. Every public act was that 
of the assembled people. They elected their chiefs 
and magistrates: they had a voice in the administration 
of justice: they declared peace or war, by acclamation. 
Even their religion was distinguished by its freedom. 
They worshipped the unseen God without temples, and 
without priests. Their faith was popular and sponta
neous: no .creeds were enforced by law; priestcraft 
was unknown amongst them. 

dllgl'es de lacivilisation, tl'ansformee par tl'ente siecles de revolutions, 
manifeste pourtant dans ses langues, daus ses religions, dans ses littera
tures, et dans sas philosophies, Ill. communaute de sang et d'aspl'it, qui relie 
encore aujourd'hui tous sas rejetons.'-Taine, Hist. de la Litt. Ang. 
)ntr.23. 
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How strikingly different was the condition of the INTROD. 

contemporary Gaulsl Nobles and priests were the:;;:;:: 
rulers; and the people slaves. The lords of the soil led or Celts. 

their vassals to battle, electing one. of their own body as 
leader. The people tilled the soil, and fought their 
masters' battles: but formed no part of the State. In 
religion, their lot was even more unfortunate. Governed 
by the ferocious priesthood of the Druids, they were 
offered up, by thousands, as sacrifices, to bloodthirsty 
deities, and pursued by awful punishments, for neglect 
of any of the barbarous rites of their mysterious faith. 

The distinctive characters of these early races may Holland 

be traced in their descendants, for many centuries, B.1gium. 

through the history of Europe. Holland was peopled 
by Frisians, Batavians, and other German races; and 
its glorious struggles for civil and religious liberty are 
among the most memorable events in the history of 
European nations. l Belgium, which was chiefly in
habited by Celtic races, submitted more readily to foreign 
conquests, and to religious subjection.:! 

England, peopled by Saxons, and other Teutonic England, 

tribes, has been the historic home of freedom.8 France, !'d'otl;er 
ld Cl h b d 

. Teutonic 
peop e by e ts, as een oppressed by espotiBm, or and Ce!tic 

given up to frenzied democracy. Denmark, N:orway, countries. 

and Sweden, whose populations are German and Scan
dinavian, have been renowned for their free, and even 

• 
I See Ohap. XI. 
I According to Motley' tlJe Batavian republic took its pIMa among 

the leading powers of the earth; tlJe Belgic provinces remained Roman, 
Sptmish, Austrian property.'-HiBt. 0/ Dutch Repuhlic, i. 18. 

S Scotland and Ireland, however, are mainly Oeltic, The former 
baa been animated by as strong a spirit of freed9m, and has displayed 
the same powers of self-government, as England. The latter has been 
too much disturbed by factions to enjoy the full benefits of liberty; but 
its destinies may yet be more fully developed. 
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democratic, institutions. Spain and Portugal, whose 
people have a large infusion of the blood of the Gauls, 
while enjoying some ancient franchises, have fallen short 
in the race of freedom. 

On the other hand, Germany, the European birth
place of the Teutonic races, has not herself been con
spicuous for political freedom. The free cities of the 
middle ages, indeed, presented striking examples of 
municipal liberty: 1 but nowhere have emperors and 
kings been more powerful, or feudalism more firmly 
established. It was in this Teutonic land, however, 
that the revolt against the Church of Rome commenced, 
which proved one of the most active causes of the 
advance of European liberties. And of late years, 
the general movement of European society,. having 
extended to the several German States, has introduced 
constitutional freedom and popular institutions.2 

These several causes, moral and physical, have 
constantly contributed to the arrest, or development, of 
civil liberty, in the different States of Europe. But, in 
modern times, other special causes have also promoted 
a general increase of popular influence. The revival 
of learning, the invention of printing, and other useful 
arts, geographical discoveries, and above all, the 
Protestant Reformation, awakened the minds of men, 
throughout Europe, to freedom of thought in politics 
and religioo ; 8 and an impulse was given to democratic 
forces, which has continued, with ever-increasing power, 
to our own age. In the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries, religion became the great moving force in 

1 Infra, vol. i. 250-232. 
2 injm, vol. ii. 245, 276. 
S Infra, vol. i. 253-272. 
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European politics, and in the advancement of civil 
liberty. The leading events which followed this 
general uprising of European society, were the revolt 
of the Netherlands from the despotic rule of Catholic 
Spain: the Puritan revolution, which brought an Eng-
lish king to the scaffold: the milder revolution of 
1688, which assured the liberties of England: 1 the 
foundation of a vast federal republic in America, by 
English colonists; and lastly, the momentous French 
Revolution. 
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All these events proved the increasing power of Increasing 

d d d h I .. 'bl d power of rno ern emocracy; an t e atter, In Its tern e an democracy. 

protracted convulsions, may be said to have revolu-
tionised Europe. The revolutionary wars of the first 
republic,2 and the empires shook the thrones of· em-
perors and kings, and disquieted their people with 
democratic sentiments. The three days of July 1830 
aroused revolutionary movements, and political excite-
ment, throughout the entire community of European 
nations.4 The revolution of 1848, acting upon a more 
advanced and sensitive society, passed like a tempest 
over Italy, Austria, Hungary, and Germany.5 Eng
land,-not unmoved by revolutionary movements 
abroad,-was able to direct the popular forces of this 
stirring period, to the regeneration of a free State.6 She 
reformed her own ancient institutions, upon popular 

1 At this period was also published V)cke's treatise on ~ivil govern
ment, which, according to Hallam, has been' fertile of great revolutions, 
and perhaps pregnant with more.' •• And again, 'silently spreading its root 
over Europe and America, it prepared the way for theories of political 
society, hardly bolder in their announcement, but expressed with more 
passionate ardour, from which the great revolutions of the last and present 
age have sprung.'-HiBt. of Lite'l'atwre, iii. 435-438. 

'Infl'a, vol. ii. 174,179,203, &c. S Ibid. 216, 217. 
• Ibid. 245. 5 Ibid. 272-27tl. • Ibid. 
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principles; and she reconstituted her distant colo
nies as democratic republics. Even Spain, with her 
stagnant and unenlightened population, has since had 
her revolutions; and has tried the futile experiment 
of a democratic republic. 

Russia alone, among the great States of Europe,
being far less advanced in civilisation,-has hitherto 
escaped the shock of political revolution; but she is 
passing through critical social changes. The emanci
pation of the serfs,-for which the Emperor Alexander 
is entitled to immortal fame: the new character which 
her village communities have since begun to assume: 
the extension of local self-government: the want of a 
stable middle class between the nobles arid the pea
santry: the deeply-rooted corruption of the administra
tion: the spread of European thought in her society: 
the growth of nihilism, communism, and secretsocie
ties: the passionate Pansclavonic sentiments of the 
people,-first stirred by the .friends of democracy, and 
since encouraged by the ambition of her rulers; and 
the rapid impoverishment of the country by exhausting 
wars,-all portend considerable changes in the auto
cratic polity of the empire.1 

The free intercourse of nations, in the present age, 
facilities of travel and postal communication, the pub
licity of State affairs, and the universal expansion of 
the press, have brought the different States into so close 

. 
1 The remarkable work of Mr. Mackenzie Wallace abounds with 

illustrations of these social changes. See also Hertzen, Le Monde RU88e 
et la Revolutiun; and Du Developpement deIJ IdeeIJ ,·evolutionnail"eIJ en Russie; 
Count Munster, Political SketclleIJ of the State of Eu,·ope 11"0111 1814 to 
1867; Sch6do-Ferrotti, Etudes su1·l'avenir de la Russie, and Le JriMlisme 
en Russie. FOI·tnigMly Review, August, 1868 (Nihilism in Russin) ; Gmnt 
D~, StudieIJ in Eu,·oFean PQlitic&; and Political Survey, 32, 
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-a contact, that the common sympathies and interests INTROD. 

of mankind pulsate through the whole of European ---..--. 
society. Hence the rapidity with which revolutionary ~volu-

tlOnnry 
movements have spread from one country to another. move- . 

But such movements have assumed different forms1 men!.'. 

according"to the natural and geographical incidents of 
each country, the character of the people, the condition 
of society, and the laws, customs and traditions of 
the state. France stands alone, as an example of wild 
democracy, sweeping away laws and institutions, with 
blind rage; and wading through torrents of blood, in 
pursuit of visionary schemes of a democratic or commu-
nistic republic. In other countries, tpe people have 
revolted against their rulers: there have been popular 
violence and bloodshed, and even civil war: but they 
have resulted in constitutional freedom, not in demo- Constitu-

Kin h I h · d· h tiona! cracy. gs ave ost t eIr croWIIS; ynastles ave freed?m 

b h ed b hi h . d d· acqUU"ed. een c ang : ut monarc es ave survIve ; an arIS-

tocracies have retained much of their former influence. 
M ed.ireval institutions have been popularised, and brought 
into harmony with the spirit of modern freedom. Many 
of these popular conquests have been won at great 
cost. Where blood has not been shed, ther~ have been 
bitter strifes: classes have been exasperated against 
one another; and society has been convulsed by fac-
tions. Yet has the gain been notable. Wars have 
been among the greatest scourges of mankind: but 
they have advanced ciVilisation; and revolutions, which 
have disturbed the peace of.may.y lands, have secured 
liberty and popular contentment.1 Democracy, 

I 'It is war that makes natio~. Nation~ha.nging comes aiterwa.rds, 
and is mostly effected by peaceful revolution, though even 1;hen war, too, 
plays its part.' -Bagehot, PhY8iC8 trnd Politics, 77. 'The con1lict of 
nations is, at first, a main force in the improvement of nations.'-Ibid. 83 

VOL; 1. c 
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associated with the State; has been at once satisfied 
and controlled. t Confidence has been established be
tween rulers and their people; and nations have set 
forth upon a more hopeful career of prosperity and 
usefulness. \I 

Throughout the greater part of Europe, society has 
attained that degree of advancement, that a large 
measure of political freedom is essential to its well
being. It is the breath of social life. It gives vitality 
and strength to the citizens of free States: it stimulates 
the education and enlightenment of a people. Who 
can doubt the uses of political life in the cultivation of 
every class of society P They have been conspicuous 
in every period of history,S and are patent at the 
present time. Compare the nobles ofItaly,-illiterate, 

1 • Pour contenir et regler ]a d!Smocratie, il faut qu'elle Boit beaucoup 
dans l'!Stat, et qu'elle n'y soit pas tout i qu'elle puisse toujours monter 
ell~m~me, et jamais foire descendre ce qui n'est pas elle i qu'elle trouve 
partout des issues, et rencontre partout des barrieres.'-Guizot, Dem&
cratie en Ft·ance, 59. 

II De Tocqueville, naturally appalled by the peculiar forms of French 
democracy, took a more gloomy view of the future of Europe. Be wrote: 
• Le livre entier qu'on va lire a ISM !Scrit sous l'impression d'une sorte de 
terreur religieuse produite dans l'8.me de Pauteur, par ]a vue de eette revo
lution irresistible, qui marche depuis tant de siecles, iL travers tous les 
obstacles, et qu'on voit encore aujourd'hui s'avancer, au milieu des ruines 
qU'elle a faites.'-Democ. en Ambique, Intr. 6. 

s 'Oontrast the free States ot the world, while their freedom lasted, 
with the contemporary subjects qf monarchical or oligarchical despotism : 
the Greek cities with the Persian satrapi.es i the Italian republics and 
the free towns of Flanders and Germany with the feudal monarchies of 
Europe; Switzerland, Bollancl, and Engl~d, with Austria, or an~ 
revolutionarY France.'-Mill, Repr. dovt. 57. . 

, • All the great movements of thought in ancient and mollern times 
have been nearly connected, in time, with government by discussion. 
Athens, Rome, the Italian republics of the middle ages, the commons and 
states-general of feudal Europe, have all had a special and peculiar influ
ence, which they owed to their freedom, and which States, without that 
freedom, have never communicated.'-:&gehot, Physica and Politica, 166. 



FREEDOM AND ENLIGHTENMENT. 

indolent, and purposeless,-with the enlightened and 
active peers of England, who take the lead in every 
good and useful work. Compare the middle and 
working classes of Italy and Spain with the same 
classes in England and America. Everywhere it will 
be found that· politics form the main education of 
a people.' And'what do they teach? The whole 
people are now invited to assist in the councils of 
their statesmen. They' are free to discuss whatever 
concel'DB the government of the State,-religion, po-
litical science, history, the laws, the social condition 
of the people, and the diplomacy 9f foreign powers. 
How wide a range do these questions embrace, in the 
whole field of human knowlege! Who can fail to be 
enlightened by the study of them? And political 
studies surpass all others in the interest they excite, 
and the earnestness with which they are pursued. 
They form part· of the daily life and conversation of 
the citizens of a free State. Books may be laid aside 
or read with languid inattention: but the stirring 
interest of public affairs arrests the thoughts; and 
stimulates the faculties of the most inert. Freedom is 
the best of national schoolmasters. 

Ii 

INTROD. 

It has often been maintained, indeed, that while HffioW far it 
a eeta 

freedom calls forth the active and practical qualities science. 

of men, it is unfavow;~ble to ~cience and to reflective 
and philosophical thought. It has been said that the 
period of political decline in Greece was distinguished 
by its most en;ilnent thinkers, Plato and Aristotle; that 
the Augustan age of Rome succeeded the fall of the 
republic; that the Elizabethan age followed the era of' 
the Reformation; and that the stagnant reign of Queen 

cl! 
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INTROD. Anne was the birth-time of modern English literature. 
, But each of these periods of intellec~ual fertility had 

been preceded by great political struggles, .in which 
oratory and free discussion had stirred all the faculties 
of men. Delll:osthenes, in Greece; .Cicero, in Rome; 
the Protestant reformers of the sixteenth century, 
and Pim; Eliot, Hampden~ Milton: and the Puritan 
preachers of the seventeenth, in England, had prepared 
the way for the literature of more tranquil times. And 
what period of European history )s to be cC?mpared 
with the last. half century, for scientific discoveries and 
inventions,for bold speculations in philosophy, for his
torical research, and original thought? . There is room 
in the world for contemplative thinkers, as well as for 
politicians; while the awakening of the general intelli
gence has enlarged the sphere of their teaching, and 
encouraged their pursuit of abstract truth. An inert 
society is no fit school for genius or fruitful learning. 
It is not among fellows of colleges, or dwellers in 
cathedral towns, that we find the leaders of modern 

UnionoC 
old institu
tions with 
popular 
franchises. 

thought .• 
Wherever the safeguards of old institutions, and a 

settled society, have been respected, the general aspects 
of popular freedom have been hopeful. The govern
ment of a State should be the repre~entative of all the 
elements of its society.; ·ang. political changes are. most 
effective, when they are but the development of past 
experience. And· in~his. spirit have the institutions of 
most European States been re-cast. Monarchies have 
stood their ground against democracy: but they have 
become constitutional. Aristocracies. have retained a 
power inseparable from their wealth and social influ
ence: but have been stripped of many}nv1dious privi-
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leges. And in most States they are still foremost 
among the statesmen and leaders of the people. The 
theories of philosophers who have extolled the excel
lence of mixed institutions,! have thus been exemplified 
in the recent po~tical history of E1J!ope. 

I Aristotle dwells ~th satisfaction upon the union, in the same com
monwealth, of the freed"om of a democracy, the wealth of an oligarchy, 
and the high birth and breeding of aristocracy. 'H yap dry'''fl4 oUTl" 
opxa'ior, ... ).oiiror ...il Op.n,.--Polit. iv., c. 6. Elsewhere he says, 'The 
safety of every free government requires that the greater part of the citi
zene should enjoy a certain weight in the administration; otherwise the 
majority must be dissatisfied; and where th!l majority are dissatisfied, 
the government will soon be overtluown.'-Polit. iii., ch. 7 j and 
again, see Polito v., ch. 9. See also Polybius; Hist., Pref. to Books vi. 
and vii. 

Accorcling to Cicero, 'this alone can with propriety be called a com
monwealth, where the intereste of the whole people are connected, and the 
government is conducted with the sole view of promoting the common 
good.'-De Republica, i. ch. 31. 

Again Cicero says, 'There remains that last species of govel'Dment 
which is the best of all, viz. that which ill moderated in its action and 
steadied in its course by the due admixture of all the three simple forms 
of monarchy, aristocracy, and popular power.' And again,' I greatly 
prefllr a form of government that is composed, as it were, by the fusion 
and combination pf all the three~"':"De Republica, i. ch. 29, 35. , 

But Tacitus. '!Vhile '!lPProving of such a form of go~rnment, eays, 
, Laudari facilius,quam evenire, vel, si evenit, haud diuturna esse potest.'
Annalea, iv: 83. In reference to this view of Tacitus, Lord Acton says, 
, The experiment has been tried more often than I can tell, with a combi
nation of resources that were unknown to the ancienta,-with Christi
anity, parliamentary government, and a free press. 'Yet there is no 
example of such 8 constitutioll having lasted a century. If it has BUC

ceeded 8nyw~ere, it is in our favouretl country, and in our time, and we 
know not yet how long the wisdom of the nation will preserve its equi
poisl!.'-Addre&8 on 'The Ifistory of Freedom in Antiquity.' 

. Sir James Mac1rintosh says, 'The best security which human wisdom 
can devise, seems to be the distribution of political authority among 
different individuals and bodies, with separate interests and separate 
characters, corresponding to,the variety of classes of which civilllOciety 
is composed, each intereRted to guard their own order from oppression by 
the rest: each also interested to prevent any of the others from seizing 
an exclusive\ and thel'efore despotic power j and all having acom~?n 
inter6llt to cO-()perate in carrying on the ordinary and necessary adll11D1S-

INTROD. ----.-
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Monarchies continue to give unity to great States. 
They command the traditional reverence of society: 1 

they .are centres of authority, and political organisa
tion: they unite different classes in the administration 
of affairs; and they give security and permanence to 
the institutions of the cOlmtry. But the personal mle 
of monarchs has generally given place to the respon
sible councils of their most powerful and able subjects, 
-whether nobles, or men of the people. 

It is well that nobles have still held their place in 
the service of States. They have some qualities pecu
liar to their order. In early life their natural courage 
is strengthened by games, by manly sports and horse
manship. The traditions and habits of their order 
teach them how to govern men; and political power 
falls naturally into their hands. Their councils are 
prompt, bold and spirited. Their proud fortunes raise 
them above the hesitation and dread of responsibility, 
which are apt to oppress men of humbler lot. Such 
are the qualities which have made capable and vigo
rous statesmen, in all ages. Great in war and diplo
macy, bold and resolute in council,-often leaders of 
the people,-nobles have ever taken an eminent place 
among their countrymen. 

tration of government. • • • I feel my own conviction greatly strengthened 
by calling to mind, that in this opinion r agree with all the wise men who 
have more deeply considered the principles of politica,-with Aristotle 
and Polybius, with Cicero IWd Tacitus, witliBacon and Machiavel; with 
Montesquieu and IIume.'-.DIscou/·se on the LaU,. of l!t(Jtul'e amI Nations, 
40 et 8efJ. 

See also Tremenheere, PJJlI~ical EJ:pel'iew8 of the Ancie1lis, 1852: 
Political Erp(,l'ience /1'011' the Wisclom 0/ tlte Ancienis, 1853; and i,ift'a, 
vol. i. 55 et BefJ. 

1 The touching motto of the King of Denmark is, 'The love of the 
people is my stJ:ength.'-Plince George of Denmark's sJieech on ac
cepting the crown of Greece, June 1863. 
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But these very characteristics. which have fitted lNTROD. 

tLt:m for command. have in many States shaken the :;;:;.;::
duration of their power. Proud and defiant in their ~~~l~ 
temper, they have been too ready to disregard the 
feelings of the people, and slow to perceive the growth 
of popular influence. Hence a people increasing in 
power have often been brought into conflict with the 
nobles. Sometimes they have overthrown them, as in 
the Greek states of antiquity: sometimes the struggle 
has continued for ag(!S, with varying success. Some-
times, as in ancient Rome. and in England, the people 
have been gradually admitted to a considerable share 
of political power, and have divided with the nobles 
the government of the ccuntry.l And the ·like result 
has been attained, more suddenly, in several Continental 
States. This latter combination has secured the most 
fortunate resulfB for the State. The lofty spirit of the 
nobles has given force and daring to the statesmanship 
of their country: while the power of the middle classes 
has restrained their imperious temper, modified their 
policy by a more prudent and conciliatory spirit,2 and 
proteoted the interests of the community from any 
excesses of aristocratic .nile. And the union of these 
classes. in the administration of affairs. has given the 
utmost force and coiIcentration to the national will. II 

I According t.o Comte, 'The' Euglish aristocracy is the ablest. pa.
triciate the world has seen since the Roman Senate.'-SyBtem of Posi
tive Polity. iv. 428 (Oongreve's translation). • 

2 Gervinus SIIYR 'The'lI1iddle class has seldom proved itself capable of 
political rule. 4.s a separate body, it is neither ambitious, nor has it the 
leisure for the occupation, nor the inclinetious or habits to assert its 
political positioll with the hand or power. To which it may be added 
that they are far more dependent upon the fourth class, and separated by 
a much IIIIlTOwer channel from it, than they themselves were formerly 
from the nobles.'-Intr. to Hilt. of 19th Century,128. . 

1 The SlIme author SIIYS, 'In the presen~ day, as in the sixteenth century, 
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There is yet another political force, in ev·ery State, 
which dominates over the councils of kings and senates. 
This is the mysterious and inexplicable force of public 
opmIOn. It was recognised in the States of antiquity: 
it stirred the inert society of the middle ages: it received 
a signal impulse from the invention of printing and the 
Reformation; and, in modern times, it has acquired 
extraordinary power from the rapid circulation of intel
ligence, the constant intercourse of society, the freedom 
of public discussion, and multiplied facilities for the 
communication of thought. From· its very nature, 
intangible and irresponsible, yet is it able to determine 
the policy of States, in opposition to statesmen and par
liaments. It" is potent everywhere; but its force is 
naturally greatest in free States, where its expression is 
without restraints; and where governments are most 
sensitive to its promptings. As it controls .the will 
even of despotic rulers, it is one of the greatest forces 
of democracy: but it speaks with the voice of the 
nation,-not of the multitude.! It is generally directed 
by the intellectual classes: by statesmen and orators, 
by political parties, by the ablest writers in the press, 
and by influential leaders of opinion, in the capital and 
in the provinces. There is often a conflict between the 
views. of different classes: s?metimes the capital, and 
the people move in masses.' , It is this peculiarity which makes the great
ness of our· times.' 'The reputation of, this century does not depend as 
much on the quality and high cultivation of the individual, u.s on the quan
tity, the extent, the spread of cultivation among the many.'-Ibid. 124. 

1 Perhaps I may be excused for citing my own words, in regard .to 
public opinion in England: 'Public opinion is expressed, .not by the 
clamorous chorus of the multitude, but by the measured voices of all 
classes, parties, and interests. It is declared by the press, the exchange, 
the market, the club, and society at large. It is subject to as many checks 
and balances as the constitution itself: and represents the national intelli
gImes, ra.ther than ths popular will.'-C'onst. Hi&t. of EIlVla7ld, ii. 420. 
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the cultivated portion of society, are at variance with INTROD. 

provincial and popular impulses. And it is not until a -..----
general unanimity, or a clear preponderance, of opinion 
has been pronounced, that the national judgment is 
accepted. Sometimes it may represent the force of 
numbers: but more often it embodies the prevailing 
sentiment of all classes of society." Public opinion, 
thus fonned, modified and corrected, instea.d of beiog 
dreaded like the threatening shouts of the populace, 
may be deferred to as the matured judgment of the 
gep.eral council of the nation. It may overrule a govern:.. 
ment: but it may also protect it against wanton and 
mischievous popular movements.1 Democratic in its ori-
gin and character, it may associate itself with the State, 
and atI'ord it the most "powerful encouragement and 
support. 

Public opinion is, at once, the guide, and the moni- Its uses in 

f Th 'al" d' . f" d the govern-tor 0 statesmen. e 'essenti con 1t1Ons 0 a goo " ment of a 

h . hallb " d'h h State!" government are :-t at It s e ill accor WIt t e 
traditions and general sentiments of the people: that 
the rulers shall be unable to act, for any length of 
time, in opposition to the wishes of the majority of the 
people; and that every class shall have theineans of 
exercising as much ~nfluence over their rulers; as will 
ensure a due regard to their several interests, and.a 
reasonable confidence that such interests are . ~6t neg-
lected. These conditions are best secured by public 
opinion ;" and if they be fulfilled, the will of the govern- " 
ment is also the wili of the people, which is, at once, 
the strongest and the safest polity for a State. 

The advance of popular freedom is also to be con- Freedom a 
safeguard 

1 See '.J', 1 IT chapte .. and the author's CO'IIIItitutional against '1!/ ra, vo.., r XXll. ; demot:l'&CY. 
HiBtol'Y, chapters ix. and x. 
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..... IN_T..,..R_OD...,. sidered from another point of view: It has resulted 
from the general progress of society, and from resistance 
to misgovernment. But if the growing wealth and' 
intelligence of society are adverse to absolute or ir
responsible rule, are they not equally opposed to the ex
treme development of democracy? Rich and educated 
members of society, if powerful in resisting the do
mination of a monarch or of a nobility, are no less 
powerful in withstanding the political ascendency of 
other classes. Hence the first tendency of n:;ttional 
progress is to overcome narrow forms of government, 
and to favour liberty; while its later tendency is to 
associate itself with the State, and to become the firmest 
of all barriers against democracy. Of this principle 
England offers a .striking example. The wealthy manu
facturers, and the middle classes, were the most strenuous 
supporters of Parliamentary reform in 1832, and of 
all the liberal measures which followed that popular 
triumph. But since the accumulated abuses of former 
times have_ been corrected, they have displayed con
servative instincts, scarcely less marked than those of 

Large 
standing 
armies. 

the proprietors of the soil.l 
While democratic movements have been rife 

throughout Europe, the rivalry and ambition of the 
great Continental States have led to the raising of enor
mous standing armies, and a costly military organisa
tion. l'his policy has, undoubtedly, -arrested the de
velopment of democracy. The military .spirit has been 
encouraged; • and armi~s mainly designed for foreign 
wars, of defence or aggression, are bulwarks against 
intc:rnal disaffection. Standing armies are naturally 

1 See infra, vol. ii., ch. xxii. 
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viewed with jealousy, in £ree States; and the great 
military monarchies of Europe have thus opposed them
selves to the progressive spirit of the present age. 
But it may be open to question whether this reaction
ary policy may not ultimately precipitate revolutions
and democracy. The prodigious cost of vast armies, 
the intolerable burthens of conscription, the injury they 
inflict upon industry, and their unpopular demonstra. 
tion qf force, combine to cause national sufferings and 
discontent, to alienate the people from the government, 
and to provok~ revolutionary sentiments. Where the 
people have acquired political power, will they submit 
to be led, like sheep-, to the slaughter P will they not 
rather cry aloud for peace to their homes and honest 
industry P 1 In States- mainly pastoral and agricul
tural, the warlike spirit of rulers will encounter little 
resistance; but as commerce and manufactures are 
extended, industrial interests may be expected to. pre
vail over military ambition. 

Another check to democracy during the revolution
ary period, since 1830, has been caused by an ecclesi
astical revival, in many parts of Europe. The Church 
of Rome has received some crushing blows in Italy and 
Germany; and the free spirit of modern thought has 
shaken her hold over the more cultivated minds of her 
own communion. But she has recovered much of her 
former power ht France,,in Spain, in Belgium, "imd in 
Southern Germany. Sh~ has been active ·in. makin~ 

I I Tous les divel'S moyens geDl~;aux d'exploration ~tiQnelle applicables 
aux recherches politiques, ont deja spontnnement concouru a constater, 
d'une maniere egalement decisive, l'inevitahle tendance primitive de 

.l'humanite a nne vie principalement militaire, et sa destination finale, non 
moins i1'1'tlsistible, a une existence essentiellement industrielle.'-·-Oomte, 
PMlos. Pos., iv. 713. 
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lands. But this revival has been f'ignalised by dogmas, 
miracles, and pilgrimages, fitter for the dark ages than 
for the present era; and by denunciations of modern 
science and though~, which, mark her narrow ~d un
changeable creed. A Church which teaches in the spirit 
of the 'eleventh century, and spurns the highest intelli
gence of an advancing society,- cannot exercise' an 
enduring influence over the political development of 
Europe, while it repels many earnest friends of liberty. 1 

A similar revival has "occurred in the Church of 
England. There is no Church in Christendom so 
zealous in the religious and secular instruction of the 
people, and in all good works: but the zeal of some, 
of her clergy has lately been taking a direction not free 
from danger. If she would keep her, hold upon the 
affections of the people, the present revival must not be 
that of Laud, and the High Church bishops of Charles I. 
There must be no more leaning towards Rome. 
Neither the Church of Rome, nor a Romanised Church 
of England, can creat~ a general reaction of religious 
thought, in a progressive age. It is vain to seek the 
revival of bygone forms of faith. 

The world has changed, ap.d the general spirit of 
religious, thought has changed with it .. T~e Ulore Em
lightened Catholics deplore the reactionary policy of 
the Holy See. The great body' of English Churchmen, 
trlie to the Prot.estnnt spirit of the Reformed Church, 
revolt against the revival of Romish doctrines and cere

, morues. Other sects are not less opposed to a return to 

1 'Les hOlilmea relib>ieux comhattent 1& liberte, et lea amis de 1& 
libertt! attaquent les religions.'-De Tocqueville, lJeiliOC. en Ame,~''lue, 
Intr.15. 
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their ancient ways. Puritanism has lost much of its aus- INTROD. 

terity and fanaticism. No such Puritans are to be found,--' -
in any sect of nonconformists, as the sour zealots of tbe 
age of Cromwell. Nonconformists are still alienated 
from the Church, and religious dissensions are as bitter 
as ever: but the majority of enlightened Christians have 
emancipated themselves. from the superstitions and re-
ligious extravagance of former times. Religious re-
action is alien to the prevailing sentiments of the present 
age. Meanwhile, every creed in harmony with the -
rational judgment of society maintains its accustomed 
influence; and an enlightened faith has never, proved 
itself unfriendly to freedom. 

It is to the union of religious moderation'with civil Religious 

f d. th th 'd d fl' toleration. ree om, at we owe e Tapl a vance 0 to eration, 
freedom of worship, and religious equality in modern 
times. In England, this just and generous policy has 
been accelerated by th;e numbers 'and influence of 
Catholics and dissenters, who have been strong enough to 
crown with success the efforts of liberal statesmen, ,in 
reversing the penal laws of former ages, in which tolera-
tion was unknown, alike to Catholics, to Churchmen, 
and to nonconformists. • 

In presence of a general religious revival, the Infidelity 

growth of infidelity cannot be overlooked. Through-
out the history of the world; mankind have been' more 
prone to superstition than to unbelief. .PagauisTr). -lost 
its hold upon the more eriligJltened n;rinds of antiqpity : 
but its place was taken by a purer faith, which was soon 
corrupted by 'new superstitions. ' Ag:rln, when the 
Christian faith wa:s assailed by the Revolution in France, ' 
the wild infidelity of the revolutionary party was spe'edil y 
followed by a religious reaction, and by the revival of 
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IXTROD.. the spiritual power of the Church of Rome. And lastly, 
• in England, while the clergy have been denouncing the 

increasing scepticism of our age, there has been a re
markable revival of religious zeal and earnestness. But 
it cannot be denied that, during the last century, while 
superstition has hE~n continually declining, various 
forms of unbelief have been gaining ground,-more 
particularly in France and Germany. A few words 
may suffice to explain how far this change of religious 
thought is likely to affect the progress of democracy. 

Its rela- France is the only State in which infidelity has been 
tlODSWith • d . h d d I' InEngI d democracy. asSOCIate WIt emocracy an revo utIOn. _ an , 

the public liberties were maintained, in the seventeenth 
century, by the Puritans,-the most devout of all classes 
of Englishmen. The scoffing infidels were to be found 
among the courtiers of Charles n., who derided the 
preaching and praying of the Roundheads. And again; 
uuring the political progress of the last fifty years, 
which in any other State would have amounted to revo
lution, the earnest nonconformists,-the religious de
scendants of the Puritans,-have been among the firmest 
supporters of the popular cause. Never has that cause 
been tainted by unbelief. Throughout the history of 
Europe, since the Reformation;.-in France, in the N ether
lands, in Germany, in Htmgary ,-political liberties have 
owed much to the Calvinists,-the severest school of 
Protestant reformers. And, lastly, to the old Puritan 
spirit, was mainly due the revolt of the American 
colonies, and the foundation of the great federal re
public of the United States. In .France, infidelity 
was allied with revolution, not with liberty: in every 
other State we find an earnest faith associated with 
freedom. 

Bv whom . Many of the turbulent leaders of democracy and faVOIlJ'ed, 
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communism avow their hostility to churches, and to re- INTROD. 

ligion : they preach revolution in the state, in the church, --..-
and in society. These agitators have found numerous 
supporters among working men in the populous cities: 
but they are repudiated by all friends of'liberty and 
order. Notwithstanding a more general freedom 'of re-
ligious thought, scepticism is to be chiefly found among 
German professors, French wits and men of letters, and 
English cynics and dilettanti. Such men are generally 
ranged on the side 'of power:· they have no leaning 
towards popular movements: they are dreamers, specu-
lative thinkers, abstruse writel'll, clever talkers, but not 
men of action. They are more prone to discourage free-
dom, than to foment revolutions. . Meanwhile, all ranks 
of society, and especially the middle classes, are true to 
the faith of their forefathers; and it is to religion, not 
to unbelief, that we must look for the support of 
rational and well-ordered liberty. 

While rational liberty has been gaining ground in Democratic 

many European States, its principles have been dis- excesses. 

credited by the violence and dangerous designs of 
democratic and socialist factions. One of the most re-
pellant characteristics of the extreme democratic party, 
throughout Europe, is its irreverent spirit. Without 
veneration for the religion, the history, or the traditions 
of their own country, without respect for its great men, 
they are possessed by an. overweening confidence in 
themselves. Without toleration, for' the opinions, o~ 
regard for the interests of others, they pursue their 
own objects with obstinate resolution. They seem to 
hate their own governments more than a foreign 
enemy. Their patriotism displays itself in the abuse of 
their rulers. In every international dispute, their own 
country is in the wrong. All who are not 'with them 
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are against them, and are reviled as corrupt and wicked. 
Such a spirit naturally repels many noble minds, other
wise earnest in the popular cause, and confident in the 
people. As the frantic democracy of the French revo
lutionists of 1793 outraged the sob.er friends of liberty, 
throughout Christendom, so the disciples of that school 
in France and other countries,-redrepublicans and 
communists,-have since alarmed the higher and middle 
classes, who are now associated with the government of 
their cOlmtry; and have become the strongest defenders 
of property and order, against the excesses of democracy. 

By far the most mischievous and dangerous fanatics 
of European. democracy, are the socialists and com-· 
munists. But as their wild schemes for the reconstruc
tion of society, are repugnant to all the principles of 
liberty, and to the eternal instincts 9f mankind, they 
must not be confounded with the recognised principles 
of political democracy. The highest ideal of a de
mocracy is that which secures to every citizen equality 
before the law, freedom of person, freedom in the 
family, freedom of conscience, freedom of opinion, free
dom of speech, freedom of trade, freedom of labour, 
freedom of property, freedom of action wh~n not in
jurious to the State or to society, a share in the election 
of his ruiers, and in the making of the -laws by which 
he is governed, and in the voting of taxes which he . 
is called upon to ,contribute : which provides that the 
enlightened will of the majority shall be the rule of all, 
~hile none shall be restrain~d, but for the general good; 
which, combining the strength of a whole people, has 
for its first object, security for the rights and liberties of 
every member of the State. l 

1 I Non in uIlA civitate, nisi in qua summa potestas populi est, ullum 
domicilium libertllS habet.'-Cicero, De Reyubliea; Mill, On Liberty. 
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But such an ideal of freedom is decried by com- IYTROD. 

munists as 'individualism.'"! "Their scheme u.tterIyig- .;;:::;;;-
lib Th ' di 'd al' h of cum-nores erty. e m VI u man IS no more t an a mllnislll. 

mechanical part of the whole community: he has no 
free will, no independence of thought or action. Every 
act of his life is prescribed for him. Individualliberty 
is surrendered to the State. Everything that men prize 
most in life is to be taken out of their hands. Their 
religion, their education, the management of their 
families, ,heir property, their industry, their earnings, 
are dictated by the ruling powers. Such a scheme of 
government, if practicable, would create a despotism, 
exceeding any known in the history of the world. It 
was one of the evils of the religious creed of the dark 
ages, that the dignity of human naturewas abased, until 
the nobler aspirations of men were humbled to the 
dust. In civil life, communiSm aims at the same abase-
ment of the human character. But in the one case, 
men at least humbled themselves before God: in the 
other, they are required to prostrate themselves pefore 
their equals among men, for the sake of an arbitrary 
sCheme of government, in which all, are called upon to 
sacrifice their liberty, for' the remote and speculative 
good of the community. 'For the sake of eqnality,' 
said Mably, one of the earlier masters of this school, 
'the State ought to be intolerant.' 2', And in this scheme of Its depres 

. affected equality, the higher natures are subjected to the ~c;;:.:! 
lower. According tc: Lo~ Blanc, "De chacon suivant natures. 

ses facultes: a chacon suivant ses besoins. '3 In other 
words, no man is to profit by his own strength, abilities, 

1 Louis Blane, Hw. de dix .A.m, ii. 277-282. 
I De la Ugislation, 1776: livr. iv. cb. 4. 
I Hw. de dix .A.m, iii. 109, 110. 

VOL. I. d 
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or industry; but is to minister to the wants of the 
weak, the stupid, and the idle. To want much and to 
do little, would be the aim of the communist economy. 
The experience of our own poor laws would furnish a 
fitting comment upon such principles. 

The natural effect of such theories would be to 
repress the energies of mankind: and it is their 
avowed object to proscribe all the more elevated 
aims and faculties of individuals, and all the arts and 
accomplishments of life. Babamf even denounced 
intercourse with foreigners, as dangerous to principles 
of equality.1 While critics of communism have shown 
that equality could not fail to deprive nations and 
society of their highest distinctions,....:.of genius, of learn
ing, of the arts, of invention, of. cultivated taste and 
manners,2- its professors have not shrunk from confess
ing their jealousy and hatred of those aspirations, which 
have ever been the pride and glory of mankind. 

Doctrines so repugnant to any existing scheme of 
society, and to human nature, might be regarded as the 
visions of some eccentric Utopia. But the dreams of 
philosophers, in ancient and modern times,8 were to be 
reduced to a terrible reality in France. It was too late 
to constmct an ideal community, with the general con
sent of its individual members. Society was already 
established upon the basis o! property, and public and 

1 Pieces saisies a l'arrestation de Babreu& publi6es en 1848. 
2 Heine, writing from Paris, in 1840, thus spoke of the communists, 

, Truly only with fear and trembling can I think of the time when those 
dark iconoclasts shall' attain empire: with their horny hands they 
will break up those marble statues so dear to my heart: they will shatter 
nll those fanciful playthings and gewgaws of art, which poets loved so 
much: they will cut down my laurels and plant potatoes there,' &c.-
Spectator, June 10, 1871. ' 

a See inlm, vol. ii. 823. 
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private rights; and the communists were resolved to INTROD. 

subvert it. Whether by social contracts, or progressive -...,.
taxation, or prohibitory laws against accumulation, or 
a legislative division of property, or by force, the aim 
of all alike was the redistribution of property, for the 
common enjoyment of the community. 

In the first revolution, the political principles of Com

communism were so widely spread through the mass of ili~n::~~i~ 
the working classes, and received so much recognition, ~=c~~ 
that their dangerous power continued to threaten every 
successive government; 1 and is still the dread of France 
and of Europe. Its dangers, becoming more formidable 
in every revolution, culminated in the brief reign of 
the Commune~ in Paris, in 1871,2 which revealed the 
power of the communist party, and the disastrous 
operation of their subversive principles. 

Meanwhile, the social theories of communism as- Com
surned a new revolutionary character. It had been the ~l:t~:::'k_ 
aim of the early revolutionists to overthrow thrones and men. 

aristocracies, in order to ensure liberty and equality. 
It was the further aim of the commpnists to crush 
capitalists and the riddle classes.3 Communism was 
accepted by working men as a revolt against capital. It 
was in this spirit, that they took part in the revolutions 
of 1830,4 of February, 1848,5 and in the terrible in
surrection of June, in the same year. 6 .For a time, they 
were utterly routed and cast down. The strong rule of 
the second empire left them no hope of a successful 

1 Infra, vol. ii. 283-291. ~ Ibid. 321. 
• 'Pense-t-on qu'llpres avoir detruit la feodalitt'i, et vaincu lee rois, In. 

dtimocratie recluera devant lea bourgeois et 100 riches P S'arreter8r-t
elle maintenant qu'elle est devenue si forte, et ses adversahessi foibles P'
De Tocqueville, Democr. en Amerique, Iutr. 6. 

, Infi·a, vol. ii. 248. 5 Infra, vol. ii. 283-285. 8 Ibid. 200. 
d2 
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!NTROD •• resistance in France; and at length they resolved to 
advance their ends, by a general combination among the 

The Inter
nlltional 
Society. 

• 

workmen of Europe. 
An 'International Association of Workmen' was 

accordingly established in 1864, for mutual defence 
against employers of labour, in all countries. But it 
was not enough to combat the power of capital, by 
combinations of working men. Capital itself was their 
natural enemy, and :r;nust be overcome. It had made 
workmen slaves; and it was now their turn to subject 
it to their own uses. Socialism and communism were 
uppermost in their councils. All rights of property 
were to be confiscated, in the interests of the many. 
They declared that the emancipation of labour, in all 
countries, was the end to which every political move
ment should be subordinate, and that it was their duty 
to recognise the rights of man and of citizen.! War 
was thus declared against capital; aDd societies of work
men were affiliat~d in all parts of Europe. Newspapers 
supported the movement, and proclaimed its objects, 
with even less reserve than its leaders.' L'Egalite 
warned the bourgeoisie that they were about to be 
swallowed· up, and that the triumph of the workmen, 
upon the ruins of capital, was at hand.! L'lnternationale 
contended for the collective proprietorship of the soil, 
co-operative workshops, and the exclusive taxation of 
the rich.s The same journal affirmed that the working 
classes had overthrown the nobility, merely to put the 
bourgeoisie in their. place, an~ that the domination of 
the bourgeoisie was the slavery of the prolJtariat.4 This 
journal, at another time, stigmatised the aristocracy and 

I OIlC8l' Testut, L'lnternatiorwle, 4. 
a L'lntel~lationale, l\I1~rch 27, 18UD. 

9 L'EUtl1iU, JM. 23, 18Gft. 
• Sept .. 5, 18GO. 
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the bourgeoisie as wild beasts, and declared a soCialINTRoD. 
revolution as the aim of the Association. "---T---' 

Congresses were held at Geneva, Brussels, Basle, Inter-
national 

and elsewhere, in which the principles of the Associa- congt'CSses. 

tion were boldly avowed. At the congress at Brussels, 
in 1868, the President, Eugene Dupont, declared-' The 
clergy say we wish neither government, nor army, nor 
religion. They say truly; we . wish no more govern-
ments, for they crush us with taxes; we wish no more 
taxes; we wish no more armies, for they massacre us; 
we wish no more religions, for religions stifle intelli
gence.'l The congress at ""Basle, in 1869, declared that 
society had a right to abolish individual property in the 
soil, and restore it to the community; and that it was 
necessary to exercise that right.2 

Local sections of the Association also; from time to Local sec-

. time, published their sentiments to. the world. The ~~:_Of the 

M ill '.' A ril 1870 L h national. arse es section, III p,. , wrote:' et t e 
state, the church; and the bourgeoisie combine fora work 
of impostUre and ignominy,-the avenging people will 
confound them in a common ruin:'3 In the same :rp.onth, 
the workmen of Lyons, addressing -their countrymen, 
bid defiance to capital and to employers of labour, and 
promised to the working classes possession of the .soil, 
the mines, and the workshops. 'Henceforth no em
ployers ; none but workers.' ~ 

1 Oscar Testut, 14. •• Ibid: 10. . 3 Ibid. 81. 
• Ibid. 03. • In the trial oC communists by the Oorrectional Tribunal 

of Lyons, in April 1874, evidence was produced in proof of the dangel·ous 
doctrines of the prisoners. One of them had said, •• God and property 
can only malte tyrants and slaves, and that is why I declare against both." 
III a pamphlet entitled Srxial Liquidation, it was written, • Massacres 
ought to be the sole thought and occupation of the working man, whose 
interest it is to lid himself completely of those who live by his labour;' 
and other evidence to the same effect was given.-Times, May 30,1874. 
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IXTROD. 

Th<'ir ntis
chic,-ous 
activity. 

The future. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The leaders of this mischievous Association were the 
chief promoters of the movement of the Commune of 
Paris in 1871; and their ~langerous activity has con
tinued to disquiet many European States. They have 
fOlmd little favour among the working men of England; L 

and elsewhere they have been rigorously repressed, as 
dangerous conspirators against the peace of society, and 
the rights of property. Proudhon, on.e of the apostles 
of communism, in a memorable phrase, denounced pro
perty as theft; 2 and every government, every proprietary 
class, .and all friends of liberty and order, have combined 
to put down his disciples as robbers. Whatever dis
orders may spring from this ~de-spread conspiracy, 
society will be strong enough to repress and to punish 
them. 

It is not the province of history to forecast the 
future; but some instruction may be gathered from 
the lessons of the past. All the causes of progressive 
popular influence, in the government of States, are in 
full and ever-increasing activity. All the causes which 
retard and control. that influence, are being constantly 
impaired or modified. The intercourse of nations ac
celerates t.he action, and multiplies the forces of popular 
movements. Hence it may be inferred, that States not 
yet reached by democracy, will soon feel its power; and 

I In a report of the Amlllgllma.ted Society of Engineers, in 1873, ' the 
council could not shut their eyes to the fa.ct tha.t the Interna.tional "r ork
ing Men's Associa.tion ha.s depa.l'ted ii'om its ol'iginal design, by hlwing 
deglmera.ted into a. politica.l society, who, thro1l3'h its lellders, ha,e been 
permitted to be used a.s the mouthpiece of the disaffected from nIl parts 
of l~lIrope, and therefore ii'om this fa.ct decide IIl,raiust any representative 
from our Bcc;iety 'attending the congress' (at Genllva). Other IIssociatiollS 
of Englioili working men ennced the s.lme alienlltion from the Inter
IIl1tional society.-Times, Sept. 6,1873. See also il/fra, ,ot II. 4iO. 

• 'ProprieM, c'est Ie vol.' 
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that States already under its partial influence, must be 
prepared for its increasing force and activity.1 But as 
the progress of democracy is the result of general social 
development, an advanced society, while commanding a 
greater share of political power, will; at the same time, 
protect the State from democratic excesses. If the latter 
should anywhere prevail, for a time, they will be 
promptly repres!led: but their brief triumph will en
danger public liberty and encourage political reaction. 
The natural advancement of society will be checked; 
and even a revival of absolutism may be endured, for 
the sake of peace and order. It should be the aim of 
enlightened statesmen to prepare society for its increas
ing responsibilities, to educate the people, to train them 
in . the ways of freedom, to entrust them with larger 
franchises, to reform the laws, and to bring the govern
ment of the State into harmony with the judgment of 
its wisest Citizens.2 

I He must indeed be an enthusiastic republican, who can agree with 
President Grant: 'It is my firm conviction, said he, that the civilised 
world is tending towards republicanism. The government and, through 
their repreeentatives, the people of our great republic, are destined to be 
the guidinl\" star of all other countries.' (Inaugural Message to Oongress, 
March 4, 1873.) . . 

This sanguine forecast was followed by another, even more improbable. 
He added' As commerce, education and the rapid transition of thought 
and matter, by telegraph and steanI, have changed everything, I rather 
believe that the great Maker is preparing the world to become one nation, 
speaking one language, a cOD8\lDllIlation which will render armies and 
navies no longer necessary.' 

• Instruire la demooratie, ranimer, s'iI se peut, see croyances, purifier 
ses mreurs, regler see mouvements, Bubstituer, peu a peu, la science des 
atraires a BOn inexperience, la connaissance de see vrais interets a ses 
aveugles instincts; adapter BOn gouvemement aux temps et aux lieux ; Ie 
modifier suivant leB circonstances et les hommes: tel est Ie premier des 
devoirs imposes de nOB jours a ceux qui dirigent la societe. n faut une 
science politique nouvelle a un monde tout nouveau.'-De Tocqueville, 
Democ. en .dmh-ique, Intr. 7. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE EAST. 

CONTRASTS BllTWEIDI' EASTERN AND WESTERN CIVILISATION-FREEDOM 
ALIEN TO T1IE EASTERN POLITY-IlmIA-PER8IA-CHINA-1A.l'AN

EGYPT--'l'URKEY-TlIE PR<ENICIAN8-CARTlIAGE--T1I1l lEWB-TRE 

ARYANS. 

IN" tracing the growth of institutions, the history of the CHAP. 

East cannot be severed from that of the West. The I. 

f all · d . h h' Contrasts parent races 0 man are natur y assOCiate Wlt t err between 

descendants; and the political history of the East ex- !;,d~"!.t. 
plains many of the causes of democratic development :::~ili
in Europ~. Accordingly, a brief sketch of Eastern 
society and institutions will fitly introduce the history 
of European liberties. The contrasts between Eastern 
and European civilisation are among the most striking 
illustrations, of the laws which govern the political 
destinies of mankind. 

Europe owes much to the Ea~t in her religion, in ~~; of 

her traditions, in the first lights of her civilisation, in EJem 
. freedom. 

the early development of her arts, and in the ancestry of 
intellectual races who have peopled her historic lands. 
Eut freedom is the growth of her own soil . 

....\-- Whatever philosophy may be found in the rell. Inferiority 
- \ of Eastom 

mollS systems 'of the East, and whatever civilisation in c!vilisa-
1::>7 tiOn. 

Asiatic arts and manners, the people generally have 
never attained the enlightenment of European races. 

VOL. I. B 
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CHAP. 
I. 

TIlE EAST. 

Their ignorance has been opposed to freedom; and 
their enslavement has perpetuated their ignorance. 
The learning and the arts of the East are strangely un
progressive. ~hey were far advanced when Europe was 
a wilderness; bnt they were stereotyped three thou
sand years ago.1 Barbarous races have since risen 
to a high civilisation, while the ancient culture of the 
East is unchanged. Other nations have cast off their 
superstitions and ignorance; but the Eastern mind 
has shown ·no signs of development. Its religion and 
its polity may be acceP.ted as the chief canses of this 
intellectual stagnation; but Eastern civilisation has 
further been arrested by constant invasions, conquests, 
and exterminating wars. Such scourges cast Europe 
back into darkness for many centuries; and they fell 
more tenibly upon Eastern lands. Nor did Eastern cul
ture ever approach the standard of European thought. 
We may ;respect its early development: we may ad
mire the gorgeous imagery of Eastern poetry, and 
the mystic subtleties .of Eastern religions 3.nd philo
sophy: but the best Clitics of the literature of the East 
have agreed in assigning to it a place very infelior to 
that of the West. 2 

• No less inferior were ita pretensions 
to science and the arts.s So imlllutable are' the con
ditions of Eastern society, that a study of the Hindus of' 
the present day, wIllie it tlu·ows light upon the ancient 
civilisation of that people, at the same time illustrates 
the social history of the Pe.rsians, the Chinese, and even 

1 'Better fifty years in E\U'Ope than a cycle in Cathay.' 
. Tennyson, Locksley H((ll. 

a See Mill, Bl'itiIJlt Inain, bool, ii. ch. h., where various authorities are 
collected. See also Von Schlegel, PJ.ilosophy of lIistory, lectures iv.
"ii.; Macaulay, Life altd Letters, i. 401. 

S :lim, British India, book ii. ch. x. 



EASTERN CULTURE. 3 

the Egyptians.1 The early culture of all these nations, CHAP. 

especially the latter, hns been the subject of much ex- ~:.
aggeration. Many of their ideas have leavened EUro-
pean thought and traditions: but the Asiatic mind has 
{,riled to reach the mental elevation of the West. It 
has proved itself infelior in religion, in morals, in 
science and the arts, and, above all, in freedom and the 
art of government. Not only has liberty been prac-
tically unknown through thousands of years: it has 
even been ignored in theory. Never did the founders 
of Eastern religions, or lawgivers, or philosophers, 
urcmn of it. Not a word is to be found in the Vedas 
concerning freedom or national lights. The Institutes 
of Menu vest the government in an absolute monarch. 
The Buddhists, indeed, favoured. the doctrine that all 
men are equal; but it was barren until quickened, a 
thousand years later, by Christian faith: and wherever 
Buddhism has flourished, first in India, and afterwards 
in China, Japan, and Eastern Asia, liberty has been 
beyond the conception of the races who have embraced 
that religion. Not even in . Indian poeh·yor song, is 
utterance given to any sentiment of liberty.! 

Some examples of Eastetn States will illustrate the India. 

incompatibility of popnlar freedom with Asiatic prin-
ciples of government.3 India first claims our attention. The Ia ..... 

A di h . I f M k· of Menu. ccor ng to t e anClent aws 0 euu, a. mg was or:" 
uained from above. 'If the world had no king,' they 

1 Mill, British lrulin, book ii. ch. x. See alstl Talboys Wheeler, 
HiAfory of Irulia, voL iii., for an elaborate view of Eastern literature, and 
Buckle, Hi8t. i. 120 eI. Beq. 

• Draper, Intellectual Development of Europe, i. 59-63. 
3 According to the Census of 1871-72, the population of India, under 

British administration, was 190,563,048; and, including feudatory States, 
2;38,830,()5~. 

n2 
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CHAP. declare, 'it would quake on all sides through fear; hence 
I. • the ruler of the universe created a king for the mainte

nance of this system.' To the king divine attributes 
are assigned-nay, he is described 'as a divinity in 
human shape.'1 A divinity is naturally served by 
priests, and accordingly his chief councillor is always to 
be 'a learned Brahman distinguished among the rest;' 
his council is to be composed of 'men of noble birth, 
descendants of the servants of kings, learned in the holy 
books, and versed in war.' Pliests, nobles, and soldiers 
were his councillors. One-fourth of the people were 
set apart for the profession of arms, and became an 
hereditary standing army. The Brahmans assisted and 
advised the king in the administration of justice, or repre
sented him in the judgment-seat. The sacred books of 
Menu being revered as the code of a divine lawgiver, the 
legislation of the Hindus was restricted to the interpre
tation of the holy text; and that function was the ex-

The Hindu elusive privilege of the Brahmans. To interpret the laws, 
polity. at pleasure, was ~ once to make and to administer 

them; and thus the Brahmans assumed the rights of 
legislation, and of the administration of justice. In 
the executive government, their power was scarcely 
less supreme, for the king was commanded to consult 
them, and abide by their. decision. But he was left 
free to command his own armies: he was also per
mitted to administer the revenues of his State. He 
was thus able to wield a great power,' and to maintain 
a barbaric splendour, congenial to the tastes of his 
Eastern subjects. The government was that of a war
like king, a dominant priesthood, and ~ enormous 

1 Imt. of Menu, ch. vii.; Mill, Ilist. of :En'tish Inaia, book ii. ch. 
iii. 
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army. In such a scheme of despotism, priestcraft, and CHAP. 

military force, what place was there for freedom I. 

among the people P X 
Nor was it the form of government only that for- Hin~n. su

bad freedom: The religion of the mndus, while it perstitions. 

embraces some lofty conceptions of their deities,! ex-
pressed in language worthy of the Hebrew Psalmist, 
abounds with silly and childish fables, and is defiled by 
base superstitions and obscene rites.2 No refinements 
of allegory can purify this barbarous faith; and while 
Pagan superstitions have utterly perished throughout 
the 'V estern world, the barbarous religions of the 
Hindus and other Eastern races have survived, and 
may be witnessed, in all their grossness, at the present 
day. 

The Hindu laws are otherwise opposed to freedom. Indian 

It is the lot of man that there should be inferior grades castes. 

of society; but these are ordinarily the result of 
natural causes. In India, however, they are ordained, 
as by a divine law, and sqciety i~ divided into here
ditary castes, UD~hangeable and compulsory.s No such 
chains were ever forged for binding down the natural 
liberty of man. A Brahman regards himself as. of a 
different race from the lower castes: he despises them; 
he has no pity on their sufferings; he cares not for 
their lives; and, as they were born, so must they die, 

1 Their three greo.test deities are Brahma. the Creo.tor, Vishnu the 
PresHver, and Siva the Destroyer. 

• Mill, HUt. of British India, book iii. ch. li. See also Bryant, 
AmIlysia of A:ncient Mytlwlogy; Colebrooke, Asiatic Re.searc!les; Halhed, 
Codl! of Ge/uoo LatC,; Thornton, HiBt. of India j Wheeler, HUt. of 
India. • . 

S 'The cwste system in India. is not based upon an exclusive descent III! 
in'folving a. difi"eren,ce of rank and culture, but upon an exclusive descent 
88 in'folving purity of blood. '-"'heeler, HiBt; of India, iii. 114. 
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I. 

Ignorance 
of the 
people. 

THE EAST. 

without 110pe or aspirations, and without progress. 
The ancient Hindu laws deliberately aimed at the re
pression of the great body of the people: labour was 
an object of contempt and reproach: the masses were 
condemned to, social degradation: they were forbidden 
to grow rich': they were compelled by cTIlel and re
volting penalties to abase themselves before their supe
riors: ignorance was forced upon them; even to read 
the sacred books was a crime. Nor did Mohammedan 
conquests improve the lot of the people, who became 
subject to a foreign TIlle. The followers of the Prophet 
were pitiless conquerors, and the new faith, like the 
old, was theocratic: absolute nuers were 'an essential 
part of its polity: its immutable laws wer~ prescribed 
by the Koran; and the creed of Mohammedans, like 
that of Hindus, was incompatible with fi·eedom. 

The ignorance of the people has been another cause 
of their political slavery. The early culture of the 
Hindus has often been extolled-by some 'writers far 
too highly-but whatever its merits, it was confined to 
the BniJll11ans. Their cTIlde philosophy formed part of 
their religious faith. Judged by European standards, 
their history was extravagant fiction; 1 their poetry was 
a tissue of bombastic rhapsodies; their chief science 
was astrology. Had such knowledge descended to 
lower castes, it would ha.e availed them little in the 
formation of character; but nothing reached them but 
low and debasing superstitions. They displayed, how-

1 Mr. Talboys Wheeler says:-' Sanskrit literature, whether Yedic or 
Brahmanic, has no historical annals in the modern sense of the word. It 
is devoid of all real sequence and chronology. It is grievously marred by 
the introduction of monstrous and supernatural fables, whicli are l"evolting 
to European ideas.'-Rut. of India, iii., G. See the same author's acc(>unt 
of the Hindu dranla, iii. ch. vi. 
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ever, a rare skill in many handicrafts-in spinning, CHAP. 

weaving, dyeing and embroidery; in delicate workman- ---!:
ship in gold~ silver, and precious stones, and in the 
carving of wood and ivory. Their excellence in special 
industries may have been promoted by the system of 
castes; but that system denied their labour its natural 
rewards. For them there was no lising in, the social 
scale, no escape from the toils inherited from their 
humble parents, to. which they were. doomed by the 
bonds of an arbitrary law.l Incessant labour is the 
common lot of the multitude, iri. every part of the 
world; but the laws of nature are not aggravated by 
the laws of man.1 In India this hard destinyqf the 
human race has been impiously decreed by earthly 
lawgivers. 

I -L Under different conditions of climate and soil, in- A tropical 

istitutions ~o oppressive to the population at large could ~~~: to 

h . . the eleva-
not ave been mamtamed for thousands of years. In tion of the 

more temperate climes: the natural development of people. 

society would long since have overthrown them. But in 
a tropical climate, and with a luxuriant soil, the laws 
of nature favoured a rapid multiplication of the people. 
In food and drink, in clothing, and in their dwellings, 
their wants were few, and readily satisfied. There 
were no checks upon the increase of population, save 
war, famine, and· pestilence; and accordingly the 
plains of India swarmed with ever-increasing millions 
of inhabitants. The natural consequence of so constant 

1 Von Schlen-el considers Indian castes 'in manyaspl)Cts more favour
able to institutions of a republican nature, or at least a republican 
tendency, than the constitution of any other ABiatic State.'-PMlos. of 
Hilt. lecture iv. But I am at a loss to understand his views. 

2 At the same time, caste compels the observance of numerou. 
holidays. 
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CHAP. an increase, and so facile a subsistence of the popula-
I. • 

'"--- tion, was a permanent depression of the value of labour. 
Wages were necessmily low, and the industlial classes 
were hopelessly reduced to an inferior and stationary 
condition. Cheap labour ministered to the wealth and 
luxury of the few, while it weighed down the labourers 
in poverty and dependence. These rigorous inequali
ties of Eastern society have forbidden any political pro
gress; and institutions not unnatural to an early age, 
and a rude civilisation, have 'Qeen perpetuated to our 
own time. In Europe, suth oppression would have pro
voked revolts and revolutions; but in the East, the 
inhulllan policy of a dark age has been continued by 
the immutable conditions of society. The narrow and 
selfish laws of man, which, in other climes, could not 
have endured for ages, have unhappily found confirma
tion in the D.-reversible laws of nature. Among races 
oppressed by law and custom., and subdued by the 
material conditions of their existence, there was no at
tempt to resist oppression. Political and social power 
was£rmly upheld by rulers; submission and obedi
ence were meekly rendered by a people disabled for 
resistance by poverty, ignorance, and traditional sub
jection. Kings and dynasties have been overthrown 
by wars, assassinations, and intrigues; but never by 
popular insurrections. 

Influen~e IV Other physical laws have contributed to the com-
flf phVSICal b" f I d' d th E 
Inw. i'pon plete su ~ugatlOn 0 n Ian au 0 er astern races. 
the East- h h ' b . d . . f h li 
ern tem- T ey ave een tie to superstitIons, rom t e ear est 
l,erament.. d h" .. d . . tunes; an t elr Imagmatlve an superstitIOUS tem-

perament has been stimulated by the majestic features, 
and awful phenomena of nature in the East. Moun
tains towering above the clouds, vast plains eJl."tending 
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further than the eye can reach, mighty fivers flowing CHtP. 

from unknown lands, and ever 'rushing onwards to the ..... _
distant sea, dense forests and jungles, and arid deserts, 
constantly remind them of their own insignificance; 
while earthquakes, tempests, pestilences, wild beasts, 
and poisonous snakes,l fill their uninstructed minds with 
awe and a sense of helplessness. It is not in such 
regions as these that a spirit of self-respect and self., 
assertion finds encouragement.2

• ~ 
? . Nor must the moral and physical character of the 

people be overlooked, as amorrg the causes of Eastern 
despotism. The Hindus, as well as other races inhabit
ing the plains of India, enervated by the climate, and 
subdued by the habits of Eastern life-a spare vege-
table diet, and pernicious indulgenccs--are not the order 
of men who command freedom for themselves. The hill 
tribes are strong, brave, and adventurous; but their 
energies have been spent in frontier wars, and predatory 
raids upon their neighbours. They have followed their 
chiefs to battle, not without a rude spirit of independ-
ence; and among the .brave there 'will always be a 
spnit of freedom: but they resemble the old Highland 
clans of Scotland, rather than a tree civil society. 

Character 
of the 
people. 

But notwithstanding the political and social c1ebase- Villnge. 
communl-

. tie. in 

1 This is no imaginary danger. In 1871,18,078 persons were reported 
8S killed in British India. by wild beasts and snakes; aBd Dr. Fayrer 
estImates that, if proper returns were kept, the deaths from snake-bites 
alone would be found to exceed 20,000. 'A single tigress caused the 
destruction of thirteen villages, and 256 square miles of country were 
thrown out of cultivation.' 'The natives regard a man-eating tiger as a 
kind of incarnate and spiteful divinity whom it is dangerous to offend.'
Stateme'l/J; of Mural ancl Material Progress of India fm' 1872-73, p. 130. 

, The influence of physical laws upon the social and political condi
tion of different races has been treated by Buckle, with his usuaJ. wealth 
of illustration, in the second chapter of his remarkable History. 

India. 
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I. 

THE EAST. 

ment of'the people :of Jndia, remarkable examples of 
local self-government have been found in their village 
communities.1 These patriarchal societies, in the midst 
of despotic St!),tes, are interesting examples of local 
freedom existing for untold ages,2 in association with 
political slavery. They have survived invasions, wars, 
dynasties, the domination of conquering races, revolu
tions of government, changes of religion; and they still 
flourish as living witflesses of antique and unchanging 
forms of society.s Their original design was the culti
vation of the soil which is the common property of the 
community; and so far they assumed the ch~acter of 
agricultural companies, or co-partnerships, rather than of 
civil governments; but where many families were dwell
ing together, an organised society naturally grew up, 
customs amounting to laws for the management of the 
common lands were observed, justice was administered, 
taxes were assessed, public functions allotted to 
different members of the community, and the relations 
of several villages defined. 

1 Colonel Sykes, Land Tcnu/'es of the Dekkan, 200, 300. Colonel 
Sylies discovered evidence which led him to belie'fe that Yaistili, or 
Allahabad, was in ancient times a republic; Notes on the Religious, 
Moral, and Political State of 1ndia before tlle Mahomedan Inva8ion, 301. 

S They are even referred to in the Institutes of lIfenu; Maine, Village 
Communities, 104; Ta.lboys \Vheeler, Hist. of India, iii. 50. For an 
account of the fabulous antiquity of Eastern traditions, see l\IilI', Hist. of 
Bl'iti81, India, book ii. ch. i. 

8 In the words of Lord Metcalfe, 'the villa"noe communities are little 
republics, having nearly everything they can want within themseh-es, 
and almost independent of any foreign relations. They seem to lMt where 
nothing else lasts.'-Rep. of Committee of House of COllimons on India, 
1832. According to Sir II. Maine, ' a village commnnnity is an organised 
society, and besides providing for the management of the common fund, 
it seldom fails to provide, by a complete staff of functionali.es"for internal 
govermnent, for police, for the admiuistration of justice, and for the appOl
tiomnent of taxes and public dnties.'-Ancient Law, 262. 
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The constitution of these communities is not every- I CHAP. 

where the same. In some there is a cotmcil of elders,' I. 

who declare the customs of the village, and ensure their ~t~~~~~
observance; in SOllle there is an elective or hereditary 
headman, who takes the place of the cmmcil; in 
some, one family enjoys hereditary superiority over" 
one or several ,mages, like that of the chief of a clan. l 

The head of each family is despotic in his own house" 
hold.2

. The cmmcil does not assUme to make new 
laws, but declares the ancient customs by which the 
community. are botmd; in short, it is judicial rather-
than legislative.8 When there is a cmmcil, its char-
acter appears to be virtually representative, consisting 
generally of the oldest men of the village.4 In addi-
tion to the cultivators of the soil, these villages also 
comprise the hereditary members of various trades and 
luulclicrafts-blacksmiths, saddlers, and shoemakers-:-
a village police, and a village accmmtant.5 These 
men work for the whole community, and are paid in 
kind, or by an allotment ofland.6 

These societies, however remarkable as examples Their prin-
ciples not 

of local self-government, have few of the elements of democratic. 

democracy. Even where the ascendency of particular 
families has not created an oligarchy, the iron nile of 
ancient customs, and of castes, has left little free will 
to the community. They live on, from one generation 

, 
1 Maine, Villa!Ie COlllmunities, 68, 108, 122, 155, 176. 
I Ibid. 107, U3. s Ibid. U6. 
• Ibid. 124. • Ibid. 125, 175. 
6 Ibid. 126, 175. Further details relating to the village system in 

India wi)l be found in the Report8 of Parliamentary COI1ImitteeB in 1812 
(fifth Report) and 1831-32 on tile Affair, of India; in Martin, Eist. of 
tile ColqnieB,lxx. 120;121; Mill,El8t. of British India, book ii. ch. T.j 

Oolonel Sykes, Land Tenu"eI of tM Deklron, 209, 360; and Tytler, 
Political State of India, Ul et Beq. 
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to another, in the monotonous course of Eastern life; 
and if the fOlm of their government sometimes resem
bles a republic, they cannot be said to enjoy liberty, 
as lmderstood in Europe. 

As the villages are types of a primitive society, 
little removed from the patriarchal, it is not unreason
able to conjecture that before the great invasions by 
which India was overrun, and before the sway of con
quering rulers had been ·firmly established, there may 
have· been more of freedom, in these simple associa
tions of families, thaft in later times. They were 
fOlmed by the Aryan and other races who occupied 
India in the earlief:>t ages; 1 and they bear a strong re
semblance to Teutonic institutions in Europe.s Under 
more favourable conditions, they might have developed 
the free spirit of those Ary~ races who migrated to the 
West, where their descendants have flITnished the most 
signal illustrations of political liberty, in the Greeks, 
the Romans, and the Teutons.3 Indeed, the principles 
of self-government were so apparent, in this village 
life, that the Greeks, familiar with their own more 
advanced institutions, were impressed with the belief 
that there were republics in India. 4 But the absolute 
power of the Hindu kings and Brahmans,/) and the 

1 Wheeler, Hist. of India, iii. 50. 
I 'The villa"o-e community of India exhibits resemblances to the 

Teutonic township, which are much too strong and numerous to be 
accidental .••• It has the same double aspect of a group of families united 
by the assumption of COl!Imon kinship, and of a company of persons 
exercising joint ownership oflsnd.'-Maine, Village Communities, 12. 

S Further studies of these questions may be pursued in the works of 
Von l\Iaurer lind Professor Nasse, in Max Miiller, Science of LanfJlUlge; 
Freeman, Compo Politic8; Maine, Village Cowl/iunitUo.'l j and Cox, Hist. of 
Greece, ch. ii. 

, See Von Schlegel, I'Ml. of Hist., lecture iv. 
a Iust. of J[enu, ch. vii.; Mill, IJritish India, book ii. ch. iii.; Orme, 

GOL'el-nmt1!i of Indostan. 
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cuStoms of Eastern life, forbad the growth of political 
freedom. There was no progress in society, as in 
Europe: but self-government in these little communities 
could not be divested of its free character; notwithstand-
ing the dominion of kings and priests, and the cnlel and 
merciless laws of the Hindu code.l It :was reserved 
for more favoured realms, free from the pernicious 
influences of the East, to develope the primitive village 
communities of India into the town communities of 
ancient Greece and Italy, and the commlme and parish 
of modern Europe.1 WhateverlDeasure of liberty these 
small societies enjoy, they form oases in the political 
desert of India_ Elsewhere there has been no vestige 
of freedom: but kings, chiefs, and priests have held 
the minds of millions of human beings in pitiless sub-
jection. 

13 

In later times, the enlightened nile of England has English 

introduced into India the administration of an advanced :::urable 
Eurdpean State. Western civilisation is spread through- to freedom_ 

out the land. Edlication has been encouraged; a free 
press has arisen; justice is impartially administered; 
the taxes are equitably levied; natives are associated 
with the government; the material interests of the 
cOlmtry are developed; and an Eastern rule is tem-
pered by the constitutional principl~s ot a free State. 
England has already given more liberty to. India than 
she ever aspired to, under her fo:rmer rulers; and, in 
future times, an Eastern people may possibly share the 
political privileges of their Teutonic conquerors. 

I Mill, Briti8h Inilia, book ii. ch. iv.; Colebrooke, Digut of Hindu 
Law; Sir w. Joned, Works, iii. 26-62 j Halhed, Gtmioo Code, passim • 

.a I Municipal institutions in India were, in their present form, th& 
creation of our government, and are quite distinct from the old villag& 
communities.'-Moral and Material ProgrU$ of India, 1874, p. 8. 
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Persia, an ancient and ~toric State, is another 
example of an Eastern polity. From early ages the 
kings of Persia were absolute; their persons were held 
in reverence, as sacred. Sometimes they consulted the 
military princes of the royal house, sometimes they 
were at war with these powerful chiefs. There was an 
established priesthood, who, as in other Eastern States, 
enjoyed the monopoly of learning; 1 and there was a 
numerous and well-organised army, maintained for 
the service of the king.2 The people were divided 
into distinct classes or.castes: but it does not appear 
that the bondage of caste was ever so great as in 
India.3 There was a vigorous executive adminish'ation 
tmder Satraps, whose rule was as despotic as that of 
the king himself.' It were idle to seek any traces of 
liberty in a State like this,-the very type of Asiatic 
despotism. And down to the present day, the Shah of 
Persia may be seen ruling 'his dominions as one of the 
most absolute monarchs in the world.v He is the vice-

1 We learn that I the primeval faith of Persia was a firm belief in one 
Supreme God, who made the world by his power, and gO'l'"erned it by his 
providence: a pious fear, 10'l'"e and adoration of him; a reverence for 
parents and aged persons; & fraternal affection for the whole human 
species, and a compassionate tenderness even for the brute creation' 
-Malcohn, Hist. of Persia, i. 185. Had so noble a faith not been con-upted 
by the superstitious worship of the planets lind of fire, how great might 
have been its influence upon the civilisation, and possibly e'l'"en the 

. liberty , of the Persians I 
I 1ralcolm, Hist. of Persia, i. 125, 182, 2(34, 2i2; Herodotus, 'l'"ii. 8, 

,-iii. 07; Arritlll, '1'". • 

S These classes were, 1. The Priesthood; 2. the ",Vriters (or. civil 
sernce), to keep the StateJ.·ecords and accounts; 3. solUiers; 4. artificers, 
husbandmen, and tradeSlllen; which were, indeed, the natural divisions 
of society; Malcolm, Hist. i. 17, 182, 205. 

, Malcohn, IIist. i. 200; Heeren, Rist. Researches (persians), i. 230 
~t seq. 

• Malcolm, IIist. ii. 428. 
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gerent of the Prophet,· and is absolute master of the 
lives and fortunes of his subjects. 

The condition of the people is generally that of 
other Eastern lands. The cultivators of the soil are 
oppressed: there is no secmity for property or in
dustry; there is no social progress. Their implements 
of agriculture are rude and primitive, after the fashion 
of remote ages; their national arts and manufactures 
continue without improvement. The only class enjoy
ing any measure 'of freedom· are the predatory and 
warlike nomads, who range ove. wild and rocky tracts, 
beyond the reach of tyranny. The Persian intellect is 
of the true Eastern type. The learned have acquired 
some science from the Arabians ; but their knowledge 
has neither been extended nor applied. Their history 
is fabulous: their poetry, rich in the flowelY metaphors 
and imagery of the East, is yet· bombastic and extra
vagant.1 A governmellt and ,a society so characteristi
cally Eastern a1I'drd no basis for the growth of freedom. 
The country has been convulsed by frequent inSlU" .. 
rections: but no change of religion or dynasty has 
mitigated the despotism of its government. 
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I. 

Another Eastern State demands· special attention, China i ~t8 
• . • early ClVl-

as presenting examples of a peculiar government and lisation. 

~ociety.. The Chinese Empire is of great antiquity, and 
.3t an early period had attained an advanced civilisa-
tion. It was forward in useful "inventions, and anti-

1 Omar Khayyam, the astronomer-poet of Persia, who flourished at 
the end of the eleventh and the beginning of the twelfth century, must 
be separated from the race of Oriental poets. He has been compared with 
Lucretius, and in speculative thought and poetic feeling, he certainly 
shows more affinity to the European, than to the Asiatic mind. His 
Rubaiyat, or atanzas, have been lately rendered into English verse, and 
remind us of P~rey Bysshe Shelley (3rd edit., Quaritch, 1872). 
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CHAP. cipated Europe in the discovery of. the mariner's com-
_~l._ .. pass, in the manufacture of paper, porcelain, and gun

powder, and even in the art of printing. .Learning 
and letters were also cultivated, not only by priests 
·and chosen rulers, but by considerable classes, under 
the encouragement of the State. Without any inter
course with Europeans, the civilisation of the country 
advanced, in parallel lines, as it were, with that of 
Europe; and more than a thousand years ago this 
isolated Eastern State had attained a knowledge of the, 
arts and sciences, and a material welfare, not inferior 

Theoretical 
principles 
of the 
Chinese 
govern
ment. 

COnfuchts 
born 649 
B.C. 

to that of any contemporary State in Europe.1 

Such enlightenment should give promise of free
dom; and theoretically the institutions of China have 
been founded upon more liberal principles than those 
of any other Eastern State. Jrrom the earliest times~ 
the emperor was regarded as a patriarch, deriving his 
power from heaven, and accOlmtable to heaven alone 
for its just use. Two successful rebellions, the one 
1766 B.C. and the other 1122 B.C., were expressly justi
fied on the grolmd that the reigning sovereigns had not 
fulfilled the decrees of heaven, and had forfeited their 
rights to the throne.2 And Confucius, the great moral 
teacher and lawgiver of China, illustrated the principles 
of its government by these instmctive examples. 
MencitlS, another Chinese sage, who was born about 
400 years B.C., carried the principle of the re.llponsi~ 

1 See Du IIaIde, Description de III CIIine; Le Comte, Mem. sur Ntat 
prisent de la Chine, 1696-97; Gutzlaff, Hist. of CIIina; Sir G. Staunton. 
EmbCI$8Y to China; MiscellaneOUll Notices Relating to China; Sir .r ohn 
Davis, The CliinesB j China during the War mul since the Peace: Dr. Mor
rison, CMne8e Miscellany and Dictionary; Murray, Crawfurd, Gordon" 
&c.; Hist. and Descr. Account of China; Williams, Middle Kingdom. I 

I Williams, Middle Kingdom (4th edit. 1861) i. 297. 
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bility of the emperor much further. ~~imd>1rdown 
that 'He who gains tho hearts of the people, secures 
the throne; and he who loses them, loses the throne.' 
And, further, 'When the prince is guilty of great 
errors, the minister should reprove him: if, after doing 
so ogain and again, he .does not listen, he ought to 
dethrone him and put another in his place.' 1 Such 
doctrines as these were nearly two thousand years in 
advance of the principles asserted, in the Netherlands 
and in England, in the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies. 

17 
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I. 

Such are the theoretical relations of the emperor to Restraints 

heaven. and' to his people. But whatever the abstract ~~~rt~; 
theories of his rule, the emperor is the supreme head ~~o~
of the State, the vicegerent of heaven, JPpointed 'to 
govern all nations:' his power is. absolute. Like the 
Pope, he claims to interpret the decrees of heaven it-
self. In state, in titles, and in reverence, this celestial 
sovereign surpasses all other monarchs.2 

His power, though absolute, is controlled to an 
extent unusual in Eastern States. He is bound to 
govern, like a constitutional sovereign, according to the 
laws of the land. And these laws are not left to be 
declared by priests, or rulers: but are. comprised in an 
ancient code, commencing twenty centuries ago, con
stantly improved and corrected by the legislation of 
successive generations, and republished every five 
years, in an authentic form! 

With many of the faults of a barbarous system of !Jh~nege 
JUnspru-

. dence. 

1 Hi8tol'ical and Desctiptive Account of China. By Murray, Orawfurd, 
Gonion, &c. ii. 71; WilliamA, Middle KingU()7TI, i. 525. 

I Chinese Repository, iv. 12. . 
I Williams, Middle Kingtlom, i. 800. 

VOL. I. C 
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jurispruc1ence,-the use of torture and cruel punish
ments,-this code is superior, in enlightenment, in 
juridical science, and in all the best qualities of legis
lation, to the laws and institutes of any other Eastern 
people; and may be compared, not unfavourably, with 
the laws of many European States. ~ Such a body of 
laws, though badly administered, are yet a testimony to 
the enlightened spirit of the government, and afford 
securities to the people for the observance of their rights. 

Nor is the celestial potentate, at Pekin, left to govern 
according to his own absolute will. He is assisted by a 
council; or cabinet of six ministers or chancellors, who 
deliberate concerning the affairs of the empire, and 
advise him, in the exercise of all his powers. There is, 
also, a generalcounci1, consisting of princes of the 
blood, the chancellors of the cabinet, and other high 
functionaries.1I • 

Further, there are six great .boards, to which the 
administration of the several departments of the public 
service is entrusted.s The provinces are governed by 
viceroys, invested with extensive powers, and living in 
great splendour: but they are accountable to the 
boards for the proper administration of their govern
ments.4 

This extended administrative organisation resembles 
that of a European State: but it is administered with 
the corruption, the cunning, the injustice and oppres
sion of Asiatics.1> The multiplication of intelligent 
public officers, however, throughout the empire, cannot 

1 SiI: George Staunton's translation of the Penal Code, 1810; Edinhurg" 
RCl.jelD, xvi. 476; Williams, Middle Kingclom, L 306. 

I Williams, Middle Kingdom, i. 326. 
8 Ibid. i. 329 tt ,e.g. ' Ibid. i. 244. 
, Ibid. i. 353, 877 tt ,ego 
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fail to intercept a· considerable portion of the Imperial CHAP . 
. 1. power. -'-....-

Among the high officers of State are the censors, CeJiso ..... 

whose duty it is to warn the emperor of faults com
mitted by himself, or by any departments of his govern
ment; and it is affirmed that they are not unmindful 
of their ungracious duties.1 They are the terror of 
mandarins, whose administration they watch, and 
whose delinquencies they expose. 

Another' limitation. of the absolute power of the Extensive 
. b f, d' h fbI' 8vstemof emperor 18 to e oun m t e encouragement 0 pu IC education. 

education by the State. In this enlightened policy, the 
Chinese Empire is honourably distinguished from all 
other Eastern countries; and, in some respects, has 
been far in advance of the States of Europe. The only 
avenue to the public service has~ for many centuries,2 
been . proficiency in learning. . Candidates undergo 
various examinations, to qUalify them for the different 
grades of the· public service: they receive degrees to 
mark their attainments; and· the best are selected for 
public employment. Thus while the State Jlecures a 
large body of in~tructed servants, thousands of educated 
men, who £"lil to obtain pUblic employment, are spread 
through the country, and earn a livelihood as· school-
masters or otherwise. In most families there is at 
least' one member' who can read; and his reading is 
listened to with unfailing interest. Everywhere learn-
ing. is respected, as the sole road to power and distinc- . 
tioll.s 

1 Du llaIde, ii. 36 et 8eq.; Williams, Middle Kingdom, i. 337-839. 
2 This system was introduced about A.D. 600. 
S Williams, Middle Kingdom, ch. ix. See also Biot, Hist. d'I1I8tr. 

lJuh1i2u,e en Chine. 
02 
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CHAP. By these educational measures, while enlightened 
_...,.1._., public officers are secured for the service of the State, 
Its infhi
enceupon 
public 
opinion. 

Insurreo
tions. 

ViJlnge 
eommuni
ties. 

:Roligion. 

a considerable class of educated men are dispersed 
throughout the Empire. l There being no hereditary 
nobles, and few men of great wealth, this class has ac-
quired a position of peculiar importance: they are the 
aristocracy of Chinese society. And in China, as else ... 
where, the influence of large bodies Of enlightened men 
is a restraint upon despotism. The literati, or educated 
class, form a public opinion which sometimes sways the 
cOlmcils of the emperor. Nor is this public opinion the 
only check upon the government. The people ru:e im
pressed with a traditional belief in the duties of the 
emperor towards his people, and are prompt in resist. 
ing oppression. No country has suffered more . than 
China from numerous and formidable insurrections. 
The influence of Chinese education is considerable: but 
it is impaired by its formal and traditional character. 
Directed by the State, it continues from one generation 
to another, without improvement or expansion, and is 
barren 0' invention or original thought. The k~ow
ledge of the Chinese is as ancient and unchangeable as 
their customs. 

Here are many of the incidents of a free State; 
and there m'e also certain local customs, -assuming the 
fonns of self-government. In the cities there are guilds 
and associations, exercising some municipal ftmctions ; It 
and in the country, we find village commlmities electing 
their elders, for the direction of local affairs.s 

In its religion, China as little resembles other 
1 'The Literati are the gentry, the magistrates, the governors, the 

negotiators, the ministers of Ohina.'-Th:. Morrison, Chi7te8e Miscellml!J 
{1821i),43. 

8 Willillms, Middle :Kingdom, i. 388. a Ibid. i. 384. 
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Asiatic States a8 in its institutions. There is no 
mysterious and all-powerful priesthood, assuming to 
declare the will of the Deity, sanctified by superstitious 
rites, and supported by State revenues. No faith can 
be more simple: being the worship .of the Supreme 
Being, or spuit, to whom sacrifices are sometimes 
offered. So simple and abstract, indeed, is this faith, 
that the mandalins and literati, who~profess it, are im-
bued with a spirit. of scepticism; and by many wdters 
have even been described as .4theists. Such a national 
faith as this might, at least, have been expected to 
favour toleration: but ~ other forms of worship are 
rigorously proscribed by law. Such- proscdption, how-
ever, is vain. The State religion is far too simple for 
the ignorant multitude who have embraced th~ super
stitions of Tao-tse and of Fo, or Boodh, and believe in 
astrology. divination, magic and sorcery. Elsewhere 
the people have learned superstitions from the State : 
but in China, they have revolted against the State 
religion, and have adopted superstitions of their own, as 
gross as any by which the minds of Easter1\. races are 
enthralled. 1 

21 

CHAP. 
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The Chinese people are among the most ingenious Industry 

and industrious in the world. Every inch of ground is ~~:~. 
laboriously cultivated: inigation is carefully applied: 
rare products of the earth-tea, silk, and cotton-are 
raised in abundance: minerals are skilfully worked: 
manufactures in silk, cotton, porcelain and ivory 
flomish: the Chinese excel in every kind of handicraft: . 
the extent of their trade and navigation is marvellous. 

1 Murray, Crawfurd, &c., HUt. and DeIICt-ipt. Account of China. For 
8 full account of religion in China, see Williams, Miilille Kingdom, ch. 
xviii. 
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.- .CH4P. From early times the cOlmtry has been intersected ' by 
I. canals, and inland navigations; and these channels of 

communication, as well as the sea coasts, are covered ' 
with innumerable craft, of all sizes and descriptions: 
an immense population live upon the,waters,: fisheries 
ru.-e everywhere carried on with rare industry and in
genuity. 

Causes of Among such a people as this, we miO'ht expect to 
the absence ---0 

of freedom. find freedom as the result of so widespread a civilisation. 
Intelligent, industrious, inventive, enterprising: occu
pied in trade, manufactures, and navigation: why 
are they not free? In Europe they would long since 
have commanded freedom: in Asia their lot is that of 
slaves. Why is this? The causes may be briefly 
stated. Superstition and a repressive Eastern govern
ment are fatal to freedom: but social causes contribute 
to the same result. 

Want of There are no wealthy classes in China. When riches 
wenlthl. • d h dis 1 .1 " and IDlddle are acqUIre t eyare soon persec: accumtuatlOn IS 

cl_ rare: the families of the rich are soon mingled with 
the toiling mass of the people. Nor is wealth respected 
in China as in other cOlmtries: all honour being re
served for public employments and learning. ' There are 
no independent and prosperous landowners: but the 
land is subdivided into an infinite number of small 
holdings, generally cultivated by the owners them
selves. These poor peasants toil early and late, to secure 
a bare subsistence. Hence there is a marked absence 
of a riddle class.. Society, is composed of mandarins 
and literati, on one side, and millions of industrious 
and wealth-producing people, on the other, who never 

Density of 'grow rich themselves. But, above all, the climate, the 
population. f h soil, and the cheap food and clothing 0 t e people in 
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this Eastern region, have encouraged the most extraor- CHAP. 

dinary multiplication of its inhabitant!'!. In no other 1. 

country in the world is the population so dense: its 
hundreds of millions l swarm over earth and water,2 and 
are now overflowing into distant lands across the ocean.1I 

This latter cause alone would prevent that. social Md.ti0.ral "'!D-
I on of 

development which assures freedom. But there .are the people. 

moral causes which contribute to the abasement of 
Chinese society. The superstitions of the people are 
too gross to admit of tnle enlightenment: their know-
ledge, remarkable as it is, is narrow and Improgressive : 
their instruction is prescribed by the .state, according 
to certain fixed standards: independent thought .and 
inquiry are sternly discouraged; and nothing may be 
learned from foreigners. Again, the race are _ singu-
1arly mild, timid,. and unresisting. Often .provoked 
to rebellion by intolerable oppression, they are gene-
rally as docile as sheep. One other trait of Chi.nese 
character must not be overlooked. The people are 
selfish and unsocial: living apart in families, and in
different to the welfare, or the sufferings, of their neigh-
bours: they have few human. sympathies: they w.ork 
apart, in their several callings, wi~out partnerships or 
combinations: they care not to lend a helping hand· to 

1 The population of China is now estimated at upwards of 400,000,000; 
Dixon, JVliite Conquest. For an account of several censuses and other 
estimates of population, see WilliR\llS, Middle Ki1l!Jdom, ch. v.; also Von 
Schlegel, Phil. of Hillt., lecture iii. The latter author assigns reasons for 
believing that the population is not greater than ~he country can support . 

• S • China is the poorest and most crowded country in the world.'
Dixon, JVMte Conquest, ii. 212. 

• Keang-Su has twice as many persons on a square mile as Belgiu~, 
the most thickly peopled corner of Europe.'-Ihid. 215. 

• For an account of the Chinese emigration to the United States, see 
Dixon, JVliite Conqueat. 
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others; ana value little even their own wretched lives. 
Such a race as. this cannot work together for the 
common good: they are poor units of humanity, wholly 
wanting in the first conditions of social advancement 
and freedom. 

J apan-a cOlmtry no less singular than China
demands a passing notice. Its civilisation, like that of 
China, .had advanced on its own lines, independently of 
Western teaching and examples; and in arts and useful 
inventions might have b~en favourably compared, for 
many centuries, with Em'Opean States. But its political 

. and social life ~ ever been purely Asiatic. The l\1ikado, 
'Or emperor, is absolute in spiritual and temporal affairs: 
but for ages his civil power had been usurped by a Mayor 
of the Palace, or Tycoon, and by the Daimios, or feudal 
nobles. His sphitual attributes were revered: but they 
doomed him to a holy seclusion, while others governed 
in his name. .At length, in 1868, the l\1ikado quitted 
his sacred retirement, and assumed the active govern
ment of his empire. He summoned the Daimios ~ he 
resumed 'his feudal rights over their vast estates; and 
restored his Imperial nue. But Western ideas. had 
now found their way into the councils of Japan. The· 
Mikado determined to assemble' a national cotmcil, or 
parliament, and declared that 'the practice of discus
sion and debate shull be universally adopted, and all 
measm'es shall be decided by public argument.' Rtues 
and regulations were prepared for the Parliament, upon 
a European model; and it was divided into numerous 
standing committees. It was opened iu due form, by an 
Impelial message; and this ceremony was followed by 
debates of rare wisdom and brevity. At the same 
time, a liberal spirit was displayed by the Japanese 
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government. Intercourse with foreigners was favoured: ,CHt-Po 

railways, telegraphs, and other public works were ..... --.-
encouraged: education was promoted: freedom of the 
press was recognised; 1 and praiseworthy efforts were 
even made to reconcile the '\Tarious discordant forms of 

- worship, and to establish a single religion, which should 
embrace the whole empire in its comprehensive faith. 

A change of policy, so sudd~n and complete, could ~w~_ 
scarcely be expected to endure; and the experiment of ~ti~~ to 

l)arliamentary institutions was 'not long continued: but pected. 

the administration of Japan has 'become enlightened 
and progressive: European experience is .aecepted' as 
its guide: foreigners are employed in its service; 
and Eastern customs and ideas are giving way before 
Western civilisation. It remains to be seen whether 
au Asiatic State can successfully advance in the direction 
of political freedom. It is not. without some hopeful 
conditions. It has feudal nobles as political leaders: 
an intelligent people: European teaching: increasing 
'wealth : a geographical position well fitted for maritime 
commerce, and ~tended intercourse with foreigners; 
and an interesting political problem still awaits solution. 

Egypt, though geographically removed from these Egypt. 

Asiatic States, has exhibited the same charactel{stics. It8
d

reli
li
"'t"on 

an po ;yo 
Its ruling race sprang from an Eastern stock, and 
brought with them Eastern traditions and customs. 
This mysterious country, of fabulous antiquity, and re-
nowned for a high culture when the light of civilisation 
had not yet dawned upon Europe, was yet so purely 
Eastern in its government and in its religion, that no 
traces of freedom can be discovered in its history. Its 

1 See the very interesting correspondence respecting the affairs of 
Japan 1808-1870, presented to Parliament in 1870. 
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CHAP, rulers were absolute: its people slaves. Its religion 
:L • was . debased by low superstitions and idolatry: 1 its 

hereditary priesthood were as encroaching, as crafty ~ 
and as powerful as the Br3.hmans of Hindustan. A 
long succession of dynasties had reigned for many cen
turies. Society was divided, as in India, into castes.2 

Of these, the priesthoQd were the highest: they were 
not only supreme in the mysteries of r~ligion, but as 
chief officers of the king. ruled over the State: they 
were custodians of the laws, which . they alone were 
qualified to expound: they were the sole professors of 
jurisprudence, of medicine, and of architecture: all 
learning, history, and science were left to their sacred 
teaching. So exalted was their caste, that it. even 
embraced the king himself.s Being all-powerful, they 
naturally secured exemption from the burthens of the 
State. The caste of soldiers was next in rank; and 
they were carefully organised in one of. the most 
ancient standing armies in the history of the world.4 

The ascendency of these ruling castes, over an op
pressed and degraded people, was the more easily main
tained, as they were sprung from a superior race, while 
the people were chiefly composed of a lower type of 
mankind~the nath-es of Africa. . In an Eastern State, 
governed by an absolute king, by priests and soldiers, 
a grinding slavery was the natural lot of th~ people. . 

I or all the superstitions to be found in the Roman Empire, Gibbon 
pronounced the E.,oyptian to be 'the most contemptible and abject j , 
Hist. of Roman Empire, i. 52. 

I \Vilkinson, Manner3 and Customs of tM mll"il'fil EwptUms, ii. 236 
et BefJ. 

s Ibid. 1st Iler. ch. xii. xiii. j 2nd ser. xiii. xvi. 
.. Herodotus, ii. 37, 164-108; Diodorus, i. 28, 5,1,,74, &c.; Wilkin

SOD, Mannera and OustOll1l of tM ancient Ewptiam, i. 4, ii. 285 et BefJ.; 
Hseren, Hist.1le~earche8 (E"oyptians), ii. 98-200. 
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The enlightenment-of ~CYJ1>t was; indeed, remark- -CHAP. 

able: but it was the enlightenment of the governing --!:
cross, not of the people; and it is only where a people ~ enligh

are enlightened and raised in the social scale, by im- COl.;:::: to 

h fi d li 
. the rulers. 

proved fortunes, t at we may expeCt to n po tICal 
freedom. 

The laws and customs of Egypt had never allowed ~o~:~DS 
the people any measure of social independence; and ~~~~ry. 
the physical conditions of the country further con
tributed to their subjection. Its climate was hot, -like 
that of the East: its soil, fertilised -by the Nile, was 
extraordinarily productive. Helic~, as in India, food 
was abundant: the cost of living generally cheap: the 
wants of the people were few and easily satisfied: a 
rapid multiplication of their numbers was encouraged, 
and the value of their labour consequently depressed. 
There was no hope of their rising above the lowest 
scale of life; and it was ever their lot to labour like 
beasts of burthen.1 The laws of nature concurred 
with those of man, in maintaining -the desPQtism of 
nuers, and the slavery of the people. _ 

The long line of native Egyptian dynasties fell before ~lfil!: 
the conquering Romans, Saracens, and Turks; and one province. 

of the most ancient kingdoms of the world, at length, 
became a Turkish province. To other causes of op
pression were now added .the rule of conquerors, and 
the faith of Islam. Of all the religions of the world, 
none have been more opposed to freedom than that of 
Mohammed. 

Of' late years, enlightened viceroys have striven ~<>?~rn. 
. d .. CIvilisation 

to mtroduce European civilisation, improved a rums- in Egypt. 

tration, and even representative institutions. The 
1 Buckle, Hist. ch. ii. 
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CHAP. material interests of the country have been promoted 
I. . by great industrial undertakings, and aided by the 

boldest devices of European. finance: but no changes 
have disturbed the immutable Eastern administration 
of the State. The Khedive is absolute, and the people 
are still held in hopeless subjection. 

Turkey_ The comparatively modern State of Turkey is of 

C<lntrast to 
European 
States. 

the true Eastern -type, and exhibits the same political 
conditions as the more ancient Asiatic governments. 
By successive conquests the Turkish hordes, advancing 
from the East, founded a great empire in Asia, in 
Africa, and even in Europe itself. The warlike fol
lowers of the Prophet overcame their Christian foes, 
seized upon the famous capital of the Emperor Con
stantine, and overran many favoured lands, which had 
been memorable in history. In the fifteenth century, 
Europe w~ advancing rapidly in enlightenment and 
freedom: but wherever the withering influence of the 
Mussulman rule prevailed, civilisation was arrested. 
Asia had encroached upon Europe; and the Western 
conquests of Turkey bec.'l.me Asiatic provinces. Other 
Eastern races who had invaded Europe had become 
naturalised in their new homes: but the Turks have 
ever m'aintained their dominion, as conquerors; and 
have perpetuated their faith and their polity in Chris
tian lands. A fanel-tical and debasing religion: a des
potic sultan: the immutable laws of the Kora.u: a 
stolid fatalism: provinces under the tyranny of corrupt 
and ru.-bitrary pashas: a people ignorant and oppressed 
-such have been the natural characteristics of Turkish 
rule. 

This Asiatic State presents an instructive contrast 
to its EuropeiUl neighbours. Under the most favour-
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able conditioIl8 for social progress: with territories which 
were the seats of ancient civilisation: with lands fer
tile, populous, and well situated:' with much minp-ral 
wealth: with a capital wrested from the Eastern Roman 
Empire: with shores where commerce had flourished 
throughout all ages: in close proximity to the pros
perOtlS States of Europe-Turkey has been languishing 
and decaying, while other European States have been 
making marvellous advances in moral and material im
provement. The rigid and fanatical faith of Mohammed, 
the haughty spirit of conquerors, and a~ Eastern rule, 
have crushed the intelligence and natural develop-
ment of society. An imitation of European customs, 
including the perilous art of borrowing, has been lately 
atrectcd: but in the hands of Eastern rulers, the civi
lisation of the West is tmfruitful; and instead of restor-
ing a tottcring State, appears to threaten it with speedier 
nun. 

But among some few ancient peoples of Eastern 
race, favourably placed upon the coasts of the Medi
terranean, are to be found exceptional evidences of self-

CHAP. 
I. 

government, and popular freedom. ~ 
The Phrenicians were distinguished alike for ~hmni-

• ClaDS. 

their commercial enterprise and for thGir intellectual 
activity. 1 At an early age in the history of the 
world they cultivated science and the arts: from 
them Grecce borrowed her alphabet. Their culture 
and their maritime commerce prepared them for free
dom; and Tyre,Sidon, and Aradus, though tmder the 
rule of kings, assumed, for a time, the form of municipal 
republics.2 A federation of Phrenician cities was· held . 

1 In the Scriptures Phoonicia is known 88 ' the land of Oanaan.' 
• Grote, HUt. of Gref!Ce, ii. 89; Guizot, 'HUt. de In Oiv. en Europe, 31 y 
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CHAP. at Tripolis. The Phmnicians were neighbours of the 
_"T"I._ Jews: of the same Semitic race, and speaking a language 

akin to the Hebrew': they claimed greater antiquity as 
a State, and a more advanced civilisation: 1 yet com
paratively little is known· of their institutions. Their 
proximity to the coast, and their great commercial 
activity, were favourable to the growth of liberty: 
but the influence of Eastern customs was probably too 

Carthage. 

great to admit of its development: 
From Tyre, one of the most famous of the Phm-

nicia.n cities, sprang the Carthaginians, who fOlrnded 
their memorable State upon the southern shores of the 
Mediterranean. Like their Phmnician ancestors, they 
flourished in c.ommerce and maritime enterprise. They 
became wealthy, powerful, and aggressive, trntil Car
thage grew into a rival of Rome: Their traditions am1 
their maritime pursuits combined to favour self-govern
ment. The constitution of Carthage was that of an 
aristocratic republic, ,vith a considerable element of 
democracy. .Aristotle compared it with the constitu
tions of Sparta and Crete, and· honoured it with his 
commendation. He remarked that, though Carthage 
had for many centuries contained a numerous and a 
free people, jt had never suffered from any serious 
sedition, nor endured the cruel yoke of a tyrant.2 • It 
W,lS . governed by a senate, composed of wealthy citi
zens, and men who had performed eminent services to , 
the State: by a council of .1 04 magistrates, chosen 

l\Hhe~s, Die·Plwni::.i(!'/·; l\Ir. Gladstone's J/lVe,tl18 MUlltll~ ch. v.; Kemick, 
.l'llll!flicin; Heeren, :Irl8t. RClle(lI'cl,e4 (Phrenicians), i. 294-301. 

1 The Jewish chronology extends to a.bout 2000 years B.C. The 
rhre;Ucia.n reaches some hundreds of years earlier-perhaps 2750, or 
4\bont the fourteenth dyna.sty of the Egyptia.n lings. 

• r QUt. book ii. cb, i't. 
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by the people, whom .Aristotle likened to the Ephors 
of Sparta; and by two suffetes, or chief executive officers, 
who, though called kings by Greek and Roman writers, 
were, in truth, chief magistrates elected for life. They 
presided over the senate, and submitted questions for 
its deliberation. When the suffetes and the, senate 
could not agree upon any matter of State, it was re
ferred to' the determination of the people. And, at 
other times, it was usual to consult the 'people' upon 
questions of peace and war, and other important 
matters affecting the welfare of the State. The magis
trates were either elected by the people, or chosen by 
the senate, and approved by the people. There were 
common tables, as at Sparta and. Crete; and there were 
clubs of the principal citizens, or circuli, at which 
political subjects were discussed. • But: in course of 
time, there grew up certain smaller CouncPB"of Five;'or 
Pentarchies,'chosen .from the senators, which assumed 
e....:traordinary powers: they were self-elective and per
manent: they elected and controlled the magistrates: 
they. watched over· the conduct of generals.! Their 
ascendancy reduced the State nearly to an oligarchy. 
They resembled the celebrated Council of Ten, in the 
republic of Venice; and other analogies· may be dis
covered in the constitutions- of these two remarkable 
States which flourished at different periods, and sprang 
from different races, the one Semitic and the other 
Aryan. The preference of wealth to merit, in the choice 
of magistrates, and officers of State, and the concen
tration of numerous offices in the same families, further 
tended to contract the constitution into an oligarchy.2 

, Arnold, Hilt. of Rome, ii. 550. . 
I Alistotle,Polit. book ii. ch. ix. j Cicero,deLepiln18, book iii. ch. xiv.; 

31 
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CHAP. This prosperous and enlightened State, however, con-
I. tinued a republic throughout its strange vicissitude~ of 

fortune, until it fell tmder the vengeance of its ruthless 
enemies, the Romans. 

The Jews. But by far the most interesting example of freedom, 
in an Eastern race, is that of the Jews. Palestine 

Descrip- was favoured by "nature, with a fine climate and 
tion of 
Palestine. a fruitful soil, which developed an early civilisation. 

But these natural advantages were accompanied by 
other conditions which discouraged the sloth and efi"emi-" 
nacy of the people-too often associated with the 
luxuriant abundance of Eastern climes. There were 
earthquakes, floods, hot winds, and tempests: there were 
plagues of locusts and scorpions: there were fearful visi
tations of pestilence: there were incursions of hostile 
tribes. Beyond their fertile plains stretched the burning 
desert and rocky mountains, in contrast to theh- own 
more fortunate land. One side of their narrow territory
was bounded by the far-reaching sea. Naturally a 
gifted people, these conditions gave elevation to· their 
character. Surrounded by the mysterious forces of 
nature, they were led to revere the transcendent power 
of Jehovah, and to become a religious people. In 
defence of their homes they were trained to arms; amI 
the sea, with its maritime and" international associa-

Their early tions, encouraged a spirit of freedom. 1 For ages their 
!l'~!~n- society continued patriarchal; and no king had risen ... 

. up amongst them. From an early period, in their 
history, the Hebrews had a congregation or assembly, 

Livy, book xxxiii. ch. xlvi. xlvii.; Polybius, vi. 51; Diodorns, xx. 10; 
Justin, xix. 2; Valerius Maximus, ii. 7 j Movers, Die PMni:.ier, ii. 483 
et 'et}.; Grote, Hist. of Greece, x. 548 j Heeren, Hist. ReaenrcAea (ru/jtia 
mill Commerce oftAe Cartlwginiam, o$-c.), i. 105-142. 

I Ewald, Rist. of Israel, Intro. sect. iv. 
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in which the tribes met and discussed the affairs of CH~P. 

peace and war.1 Its usual place of meeting was the' I. 

sanctuary: its president was the High Priest, through 
whom, in cases of great importance, the decision' of 
J~1iovah was sought.! This assembly continued 
throughout the whole period of the monarchy.s 

. Whe.n the Israelites migrated into Egypt they were ~h~ir ~np-

lr d fi 1 . . ill' . d . h h tiv.tv In a ea y orwa1'l III ClV satlOn, as compare WIt 9t er Egyi>t. 

Eastern races, and even with the contemporary Greeks: 
but the Emtians enjoyed a more ancient and advanced 
culture, and a more settled government. The Israelites 
profited intellectually by association with this . peopte, 
but were repelled, by the oppression of strange kings 
and priests, from any national fusion. 4. After a long 
captivity, the ISraelites, rather than submit to slavery 
and idolatry, rose up against their rulers. . When· they 
wenf forth out of Egypt, under the guidance of Moses, 
their· great !cader, prophet and lawgiver, they were 
prepared for a 'higher and purer faith, and a nobler 
scheme of government, than any which were the heri-
tage' of other Eastern races. They carried with them 
the . conception of a theocracy, such as ~hey had fmmd 
in Egypt: 6 but it was sublimed by the higher inspira-
tion of Moses. 'Theocracy is to be found in the .early 
history' of all the nations of the East and West: 6 but 
nowhere in so complete a form as in Israel. 

A- ". The great Hebrew lawgiver, re,notmcing the example The repub-

. . 
1 Ewald, History of Israel, i. 370; ii. 31 j iii. 11. • 
• Ibid. ii. 31, 112, 124. 
a Ibid. iii. 11; and see Psalms lxxxii. 4 Ewald, Hial. book ii. 
• For lome curious speculations upon this Bubject, see Comte, Philos. 

Pot. v. 41, 21l0, 203. 
e See Mill, HiN. of British India, 150; Guizot,Hial. de la C'iv. en 

Europe, 31. 

YOLo I. D 
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of Eastel:u despotisms, founded a theocratic federal re
public. The Hebre~s ackn~wledged Jehovah as their 
. God and king; and. owned allegiance to no earthly 
rulers. The several tribes followed their own leaders: 
but decrees affecting the whole community were ratified 
by the general voice of the people, freely assembled, 
like our Saxon ancestors. Before the death of Moses, 
his law was ratified by the whole people; to ~h6m he 
bequeathed a legislative code which, for the first. time 
in the history of the world, sought the general welfare 
of the community, and a commonwealth in which 
political equality was the declared principle of the State.l 

Through wars, troubles, and subjugation, the 
Mosaic commonw~alth endured for tipwards of four 
centuries. The Hebrews submitted themselves to the 
hiw, to t~e voice of Jehovah, and to the guidance of 
their prophets and judges.2 The loyalty of the people 
was due to no earthly king: but their devotioll was 
freely given to the unseen and almighty God, at once 
their. spiritual Lord and temporal ruler. 

1 Exodus xv. 18; Judges viii. 22; 1 Samuel viii; Psalms ·xviii. 47, 
.&c.; Milma.n, Hut .• of thp Jews (Ed. Hl63) i. 2, 148, 158, 162-168, !!W, 
!l13-215, 265-271 j Ewald, Hut. of Israel, book ii. sect ii. In a lecture 
at Brussels by M. Astruc, the Chief Rabbi of Belgium, in March 1874, it . 
was stated' the law ;recognised the absolute equality of all citizens, and 
conferred, even upon the stranger, nearly all civic rights. The provisions 
of the land tenure law were such as to prevent the accumulation of large 
fortunes.' <I The high priest WIUl not the representative of God on earth, 
but the representative of the people before God.' And one of the objects 
of the Mosaic legislation was 'the exercise of political liberty by the ... 
people, and the recognition of the rights of the weak.' 

I "'hen Moses proposed to the people that the wise men amongst 
them should be chosen as their rulers, they answered, 'The thing which 
thou hast spoken is good for us to do' (Deut. i. 13-17); thus show
ing an appeal to the people concerning the choice of their rulers, and 
their concun-ence in the government of the State. 'In those days there was 
no Idng in Israel, and every man did that which was right in his own eyes' 
(Judges xxi. 25). 'Then Jephthall went with the elders of Gilead, 
and the people made him head and captain m-er them' (Judgc.~ xi. 11) •. 
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But the rule. of an unseen God can only be exer- CHAP. • • I 
cised by human agents, who assume to declare and ---:..
. h D'· '11 H th h t d The.JewInterpret t e Ivme WI. ence e prop e s an ish Theo-

pliests of the . Hebrews took the place of civil eracy~ 

rulers in the government of the State; and the strong 
faith of that people in supernatural influence, in all the 
events of life, and over the order of nature, made them 
as children in the hands of their spmtual guides. 

In the opinion of some, indeed, a theocracy ~ no 
more than a government by priests: but as the people 
-whether swayed by reason or by faith-followed 
the lights of their own religion, and their laws, they 
must be accounted free. They may have been led by 
priests, but their freeclom was not sacrificed to their 
faith. In' all free Sfates the people have ever been led 
by a few of their number-by warlike chiefs, by bold 
and eloquent leaders, by fanatical preachers, by' de
magogues, and, in modern times, by an anonymous and 
irresponsible press. 'They have been swayed by reli
gion, by warlike passions, by the love of plunder, by 
popular prej udices, or by national plide, no less than 
by reason and patriotism: yet, if in the people lay the 
ultimate power to will and to act, upon them rested the 
responsibility of the national resolves, and they were 
free. . Where there is free will, there is freedom; and 
so were the Jews free, even when awed by the voice of 
Jehovah. They were not oppressed by their priests, like 
the people of Asia and Egypt: but were trained to high 
conceptions of God, and of the moral duties of man.1 

I 'The remark of a distinguished Hebrew, M. Salv-ador, that the 
prophets were, in Ohurch and State, the equivalent of the modern liberty of 
the press, gives a just, but not an adequate, conception of the part fulfilled, 
in national and universal history, by this great element of Jewish life.' 
-Mill,' On Repr. Govt. 42. 

D2 
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The 
Jewish 
Monarchy. 

THE EAST. 

At 1ength, not without ample warning of the tyr
anny they were bringing upon themselves, they chose 
kings to nue over them. l A· monarchy was not forced 
upon them by violence or fraud: they freely changed 
the form of their own government, and Saul was elected 
king by all the tribes.2 The king of this free people 
ascended the throne as a constitutional monarch. Every 
king of Israel was anointed by the High Priest, and he 
was accounted sacrecP All the powers of the State 
were centred in him: but on his accession, he pledged 
himself to observe the fundamental laws of the king
dom; and above his crown was placed a copy of the 
laws.4 The monarchy, like the commonwealth, ,vas 
theocratic: the prophets were a power superior to the 
kings, warning and rebul-ing them for their sins, in the 
name of Jehovah, and protecting and encouraging the 
people. .The Jews were still animated by the spirit of 
freedom, and, inspired by the cry of 'To your tents, 0 
Israel,' they knew how to resist oppression.1S Nor were 
the children of Israel ever rlued like the slaves 'of an 
Eastern. despot: they were called into council by 
their kings,6 and contended boldly for their rights. 

• Accordingly the Jews, instead of being stationary like other Asiaties, 
were, next to the Greeks, the most progressh'e people of antiquity, and, 
jointly with ,them, have been the starting-point and main propelling 
agency of modern cultiTl\tion.'-l\Iill, On Rppr., Gm.t. 43-

1 1 Samuel viii. 6-22. 8 Mihnan, Hist. of the Jew" i. 265-2il. 
SEwald, Hist. iii. O. 
4 Ibid. iii. 7; Dent. vii. 18-20 j 2 Kings xi. 12; 2 Cbron. xxiii. 11; 

Job xxxi. 30. 
s 1 Kings xii. 8-10; 2 Cbron. x. 
o And the king went up into the House of the Lord, and all the men 

of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the priests and the 
Le"ites, lind all the people, great and small, and he read in their ears all 
the words of the Book o.f the Covenant that was found in the House or 
the Lord.'- 2 Cbron. xxxiv. 30. 
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This free people were not overawed by the cruelties CHAP. 

of Herod, but murmured and conspired against him. I. 

Under his son Archelaus, the last of the kings, they 
clamoured for a release of prisoners and a reduction 

. of taxes.! They resisted by force the spoiling of the 
temple by Sabinus; and when, at length, Judrea had 
become a Roman province, the Proconsuls were obliged 
to consult the wishes of their resolute subjects through 
the Sanhedrim-a council of chief priests, scribes and 
elders of the people. When Pont~us Pilate was build
ing an aqueduct, out of the revenues of the Temple, 
the offended populace rose against the workmen en
gaged upon the impious work.2 And, lastly, the 
popular power was illustrated by the most momentous 
event in the history of mankind. Pontius Pilate was 
compelled, by the clamours of the people, to . condemn 
the innocent J esns to death. . The .chief priests and 
elders crucified .our Saviour, not by persuading the 
Governor of his guilt, but by stirring up the multitude 
to cry aloud for his blood.s 

Of all Eastern races, the Jews were the most· in- The Jewish 

II al In · d I h . I intellect. te ectu, . SCIenCe an CU ture t ey were unequa 
to the Egyptians ~ but in genius, in sublimity of thought, 
in moral sentiments, and in religious elevation, they 
were without rivals. Their inspired prophets Md law-
givers were destined to quicken the mihds, and regene-
.l'ate the faith of the most civilised nations of the world; 
and they taught a gifted people. Israel is the country, 

1 lIIilman, Hist. of Jews, ii. 91 et seq. 2 Ibid. ii. 121-
S 'When Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a 

tumult W8.S made, he took water and washed his hands before the multi
tude, sa)ing, I am innocent of the blood of this just pers<ln: see ye to it.' 
-:\Iatt. xxvii. 24. 
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CHAP. above all others, which Christendom regards with re
L 

---.--- spect and reverence, as the birthplace of its religion. 

Associa
tion of in
tellihrence 
nnd free
dom. 

Contrast 
between 
the East 
and 
Europe. 

Its sacred writings are cherished above all the works of 
human genius. Scholars revel in the masterpieces of 
Greek and Roman genius: but Christians of every' 
creed, throughout the world, pay hOplage to the higher
inspiration of the Hebrews. No one will venture to 
compare Solon with Moses, or Plato with St. Paul: 
no one will shrink from compaling the Hebrew 
Psalmist with the. sublimest poetry _ of ancient or 
modern times.1 • 

That a race more entitlE;!d to om reverence than 
any people of antiquity should have afforded an ex
ample of popular freedom, notwithstanding their 
Eastern Oligin, and the influence of Eastern despotism, 
by which they were surrounded, is a conspicuous illus
tration of the principle that the spirit and intelligence 
of a people are the fotmdations of liberty. The Eastern 
race which was distinguished from its contemporaries 
by the pmest faith, and the highest ideal of morals, 
afforded also a conspicuous example of freedom.1! 

This sketch of the governments of Eastern races 
affords a striking contrast to the ideal of a free European 
State. Theocratic despotism, and the hard rule of con
querors, have been the lot of Asia; and the o~ly races 
'\vhich have enjbyed any measme of political liberty 
have dwelt on the shores of the Mediterranean, or in. 
proximity to Europe, which was destined to be the 
home ot civilisation and fl.oeedom. 

I See especially Psalms hxYili. ci v .-evii. 
S For interesting studies of the Jewish character and history, see 

Rothschild, Hist. mul Lit. of tlle Jews; Graetz, Dist. of the Jews; Kalisch, 
Commemmw on LfII.'iticus, ~·c.; Dr. Benisch, JlUlais1n Surveyed: bf!ill!J a 
Sketch of the Rise mul Development of JudaislII from M08tJJ to OUI' days. 
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But there was one Eastern race-prehistoric and CHAP. 

traditional-whose high destiny it was to migrate from I. 

their Eastern birthplace, and to people new lands in ;!:s~rynn 
the West, where they became the progenitors of the 
noblest and most conspicuous races of mankind. The 
Aryans, to whom .modern science has assigned this 
rare distinction among men, are supposed to have 
I:lprung from the cou~try about Balkh-known to the 
Greeks as Bactria-;.....near die sources 01' the OXtlS and 
Yaxartes, and. the highest' elevation of Central Asia: 
whence they spread to the west and lOuth, as far as the 
Caspian Sea and the Persian Gulf.1 Their history has 
been constnlcted from their language; by the studies 
of comparative philologists, just as the early history of 
the material world has been deciphered from strata and 
fossil remains, by the researches of geologists.' 

The part. o£ Asia occupied by the Aryans was re- Tho;! mi

nowned, from tlie earlie.st times, for its commercial inter- ~dt~r~s 
course with' other nations; and its position and com .. scendr.nt.. 

munications were favourable to the migrations of its 
people. These migrations are assigned to a period 
between 3000 and 2000 years B.C.; and they spread 
over Greece, ,Italy, Germany, and other parts of 
Europe. ' In their QWll lands they were chiefly a pas,-

1 'The Ary;ns migrated (into India) from the c.nd region of the Iran, 
or Aryana, and were a cognate race with the ap.cient Persians. They 
were, in fact, an offshoot of the same Indo-European stem which sent 
forth other branches, under .the names of Greeks, Italians, Germans, Slaves, 
and Oelts, to conquer the Western world.'-Talboys Wheeler, Hid. of 
Ilidia, iii. 14. 

~ The laborious investigations of Grimm, Bopp, Pott, Kuhn, Weber, 
Ourtius, Schleicher, and other German authors, may be studied by the 
learned in philology. The evidences are, however, presented in a moro 
popular and interesting form by l\Iax l\Iiiller (Lectures on tke Science of 
La7lflUtlfle), and by Pictet (Les Oriflines Indo-Europlenn3S). 
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toral people,l trained to arms. In these highlands of 
Central Asia they enjoyed a temperate and invigorating 
climate, an~ a fertile soil; and they ·appear to have 
belonged to the' highest type of the human race, in 
strength, ill courage, and in intellect. Their language 
.bears witness to their :dvilisation \lnd social advance
ment; and modern philologists have traced its roots in 
the dead languages of Greece and Ronie, and in the 
living tongues of modern Europe. Whatever their 
laws and government, their pastoral life .was the freest 
condition to be found in the East, and the most remote 
from rhe control of despotic mlers. They were gifted 
with the spirit actd manly attributes of freedom; and 
wherever their migration can.. be discovered, by. the 
evidence of langilage, we find a civilised and progres
sive people, and examples of free institutions. ;Re
moved from the repressive polity 9f. the East, and 
mingling with Western races, they played their part 
in the history of Europe, as Greeks, .Romans, Celts, 
and Teutons.2 Sci far, the East contributed to Euro
pean liberty: but,. while ghiing th~ Aryans credit for 
their share in its development, we must now leave 
them, and approach ·those Western climes which form 
the special theme of this history. 

1 Max Miiller calls them 'agricultw'lll nomads,' and· says that they 
led 'a life such as Tacitus describes that of the anc;ient Germans;' 
Lectu,"e$, i. 273. 

2 Mr. Freeman, in his spirited and eloquent lectures upon comparative' 
politics, hIlS given a prominent place to the Aryans, in the histofY of 
Ew·ope.He says :-' As the Aryan family of nations, as a whole, st:1Jlds 
out above the other flUllilies of the world, so the Greek, the Roman, and 
the Teuton, each in his turn, stands out above the other nations of the 
Aryan family: each, in his turn, has reached the highest stage alike of 
power and civilisation that WI\S to be had in his own age, aud each has 
handed on his own store, to be further enriched by successors who were 
at once conquerors and disciples.'-Colllp. Pol. 38,39. See also Ibid. 65, 
76,200. 
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GREECE. 

THE GlU'.EKS TIlE IDGHEST TYl'E OF EUROl'1MN lIACES-THE HElIOIC 

AGE8-EAIU.Y nlAINING .IN FmDOl[-DECAY OF l[ONARClIY

VARIOUS . F01ll£S OF GOVERN~T WIDCII SUCCEEDED IT-CITY 

COlll£1;NITIEB--SPAlITA'-:ATRENII-OONSTITUTION OF SOLON-OF CLEl8-

THENES'-OP l'ERICLES-r-VICISSITUDES Alo"D FALL'OF THE DEMOCRACY • 

. POLITfCAL liberty, ignoredaJike by rulers and people 
in the East; has been prized by all intellectual nations 
in Europe, from the earliest times. Where not en
joyed in fact, its 1deal virtues have. been propounded 
by philosophers, and extolled by poets; and a .con
siderable part of the history of European States is the 
history of stnlggles for political and religious freedom. 

Of alJ' the races of the.W est, the ancient Greeks 
presented the highest type of intelle~tual capacity and 
cultivation. From them the Romans first, and after
wards the whole of modern Europe, derived their .best 
examples of literature, eloquence and art. They were 
the first teachers of E1U'opean philosophy, history, 
poetry and the drama--of architecture, sculpture, 
painting and music. The creations of their genius have 
served as models for the imitation of succeeding ages; 
and, if sometimes rivalled in excellence, have certainly 

1 I have adhered to the old spelling of· Greek names. I do not 
question the propriety of the new method, in works relating to Greece j 
hut here the reader may prefer to meet with names ina familiar shape. 
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never been, excelled. And it is muong this intellectual 
people that we are. able. to study the first examples of 
freedom, and the earliest experiments in democracy.1 

The Greeks afforded a striking contrast to the 
nations of the East. They differed in their religion, 
their customs, and their government. Descended from 
the Aryan races of the East, the climate, and other 
physical conditions of their new home, had wrought 
essential changes in their character. No longer 
exposed 'to the influen~es of Eastern, climes,2 they 
outgrew the superstitions, and repressive customs of 
their forefathers; and, sUITOlmded by sea and mountains, 
and by the temperate and genial' bountie~ . of natme, 
they improved upon the earlier civilisation of the East, 
and attained the utmost development of ' which man is 
capable. They had superstitions of their own, but 
these were not such as to inspire' awe and terror. 
Their deities were' clothed in human form: their kings 
and heroes boasted of divine parel:).tage: there was 
kindred between gods and men. However frivolous 
their mythology, however cormpt its morals, it did not 
depress and abase the hmnan mind. Zeus, with his 
thunderbolts, never assumed the tremendous shape of 

1 It was well said by Arnold' that the history of Gi-eece and Rome is 
not an idle inquiry about remote ages and forgotten institutions, but a 
living pictUl'tl of things present, fitted not so much for the curiosity of 
the scholar, as the instruction of the statesman and the citizen.'-Priface 
to "ThucydjdlJ8, vol. iii. . 

2 See aupra, Intro. and, p. 7, 8; Grote says :-' General propositions 
reSpecting the working of climate and physical agencies upon character 
are treacherons.' ' The contl'ast between the population of Greece itself, 
for the seven centuries preceding the Christian era, and' the Greeks ot 
more modern times, is .alone enough to inculcate reserve in such specula
tions.'-H.st. 0/ Greece, ch. ,i. But he does not overlook the influence 
of physical causes, in moulding the chru:acter and institutions of the 
Greeks. 
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Siva or Vishnu. 'l;he Greek~ were able to cultivate 
their noble faculties, to form. a higher spcial life, and 
to qualify themselves for freedom.1 

In the East, the interests and f~eJ.4!gs of the people 
were ignored by their rylers.2 In Greece there was 
mUfual confidence: Fe find the people sharing in the 
national cOlmcils: kings debating with their 'Chiefs, 
before the multitude: aristocracies' yielding privileges 
and franchises to the commonalty; and the people 
themselves e~erclSmg sovereignty in democratic 
republics. Whatever the form of government, there 
was always a place appointed for the people. 

In the earlier or legendary ages the Greeks, like 
other races in the first stage of civilisation, were TIued 
by kings and' chiefs, descended from the gods, or under 
their divine protcctio.n.1I.. But in the character of these 
kings, and in their relations to their subjects, We may 
discern the elements of future libe:r:ty and pppular 
gO,vcrnment. The ideal of a king, in the heroic ages, 
was that of a soldier who, in the words of Grote, 
, must be brave in the field, wise in the coullcil, and 
eloquent in the agora.'4 He was expected to excel in 

1 Buckle forcibly illustrates the influence of religion in India and in 
Greece; Hist. of Civ. i. 118-133. 

• Aristotle says:-' The genius of the Europeans is different from that 
of the Asiatics, who of all_.IlIItions are the most patient of despotism.'
Polito book iii. ch. 10. And, alluin :-' The inhabitants of Asia are artful 

• and ingenious, but mean-spirited and dastardly. They, therefore, always 
have been, and continue to this day, either subjects or slaves.'-Ibid. 
book iv. ch. 7. 

I Of Greek kings, l\Ir. Freeman says:-' The :mortal king on earth is the 
living image of the immortal king on Olympos. He is at once his child 
and his representative among men. The Homeric king is Zeus-born and 
Zeus-nourished; he comes of the divine stock, and he rules liy the diyine 
commission.'-Comp. Polit.145 . 

. ' Hist. of Greece, ii. 87. The Homeric king was' dJ4>clTEPOJl {Ja(J''''w~ 
., 6' .1:1 , , , 

". ~1"l Of xpa"Epo~ ... '''X'''rrnJ~' 
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athletic sports and manly accomplishments. In the 
earliest times, the king is represent~d as seated on a 
throne in the public place, or agora, supported by his 
chiefs, and sun"ouuded, in war by his army, in peace 
by a multitude of the peo]?le.1 Whatever his royal 
authority, he had to convince his chiefs in the cmmcil, 
and to persuade his followers and people, assembled in 
the agora. Whate;er his personal ascendency, he 
was constant in the habit of meeting his people face to 
face, and annmmcing the resolutions of his cou~cil, 

seeking their applause, appeasing their discontents, 
and associating them with himself, in a common cause, 
and in tmited action. His sovereignty was essentially 
popular rather than absolute. He was at once king 
and leader of his people: he was trained to the arts by 
which free States are governed; and the mde accom
plishments of a warlike king foreshadowed the higher 
cultivation of an Athenian statesman~2 

The people, on their side, were called to a share in 
the cmmcils of the State. They were invited to approve, 
and not blindly to obey the resolves of their chiefs; and 
they gave free expression to their feelings by murmur
ings and acclamations. Our Teuton ancestors, as de
scribed by Tacitus, were not more demonstrative. Thus 
they were raised far above the subjects of an absolute 
monarch. They learned to judge the wisdom of their 
leaders, to respect their valour, to admire their eloqnence, 
and criticise their faults: to dispute and murmur among 
themselves: to form opinions of their own, and to con
cur, with an intelligent will, in all national acts. Here 

I Thirlwall, Hist. i. 188, 189. 
2 See· Mr. GladstOne's St/Ulie8 Oil Homer and tlu! Homeric Agf', 

'Agora;' JUl'elltUB Mundi, ch. xi. 
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were sown the seeds, at once, of cultivation and of free- CHAP. 

dom. Their minds and manners. were improved by the ~ 
cloquen.ce of their chiefs in the agora; while their self-
respect and self-reliance were encouraged. At first ap-
proving all the counsels addressed to them, with impul-
sive acclamations, they advanced gradually to greater 
independence, and from soldiers and followers grew 
into citizens. In the Greek cOlIDcils of war b~fore the 
walls of Troy, and in the assembly of Telemachus in 
Ithaca, as described by Hemer, we may truce the 
germs of Athenian democracy. Even justice was P~b!ic ad

publicly administered in the assembled agora, by the ~::~~a
king himself, or by the chiefs. The people had no Justice. 

voice, indeed, iIi the judgment of the court ~ but they 
took an eager interest in the proceedings, and were not 
checked by the heralds when they gave loud expression 
to their sentiments.1 Such publicity could hnrdly fail to 
impose some restrnint upon a 'wrongful exercise of power 
by half-ci,ilised chiefs, and to create a public opinion 
favourable to justice, and the maintenance of civil rights. 
The agora also aide.d in the education" of the commu-
nity. It was a popular institution, ultimately destined 
to become ~ democratic judicature. The custom which 
sanctioned the presence of the people in deliberative 
and judicial assemblies, naturally grew into a constitu: 
tional right; and the freemen who, in earlier times, 
merely assisted. at these assemblies, at length acquired 
the right of voting. 

. Public life was the characteristic of Grecia~ society: Public life 

all fr . . 1 .. Th chamcter-ee:men were mntec to engage m It. ey were a j"tic of 

social and demonstrative people, and every function of !''fe~'' 
the State was carried on in the miqst of them. Renee 

1 Rictl, ii. 282 j Otl!1M. iii. 150. 
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oratory became the principal agent in the government 
of the Greeks. Any man, who desired to acquire or 
to maintain influence with the people, studied the arts of 
public speaking; and the tastes and habits of Greek 
society afforded him constant opportunities of displaying 
his talents. The' n~ore cultivated th~ people, the more 
finished became the oratory of their leaders. Oratory 
was to t4e Greeks what the pulpit and the press have 
been to modern Europe-it instructed and civilised the 
people, and it encouraged their instincts of freedom. 
Public discussion and freedom are inseparable: the one 
cannot exist without the other. ' 

Another excitement kindred to that of oratory, was 
the recitation of epic and . lyric poetry to large assem
blag'es, in the public festivals. Delivered, in the earliest 
times, py the bards themselves, With musical accom
paniments, and later by rhapsodists, with rhythmical in
tonation and dramatic action, they inspired the people 
with the imagery and stirring language of their popular 
poets. Narrating the deeds of gods and heroes, they 
mvused the reverence and emulation of the eager 
crowd, cultivated their imaginations, and refined their 
taste. .At a time when reading was lliknown, no surer 
means of educating a people could have been de"is~d, 
Recita,tions of poetry were ~ucceeded by the still 
more exciting representations of the drama. l 

The free spirit of the Greeks was further encouraged 
by their,passionate devotion to public games, and other 
national an,d religious festivals. In the games the 
a.mbition and rivalry of private citizens were excited; 
and the people learned to admire courage, strength, 
skill, activity, beauty of form, grace, and accomp~-

1 Grote, IIist. ii. 181 et ,el[' 



l't'BLIC GAMES. 

ments. The victor in the Olympic, or Isthmian games, 
was for a time the popUlar hero, sharing with kings 
and chiefs the idolatry of the people. And athletic 
sports, if less favourable to. culture than other diver
sions, were well suited. to a people who were at once 
citizens and soldiers, and whose lives were spent in 
,-igorous activity' and b9ld independence. Nor were 
mQre intellectual ex<#ements wanting: for poetry and 
music contribut~d to the popular entertainments, and 
sometimes even lectures on philosophy and history.l 
Autho~s recited therr writings; and orators addressed 
the eager multitude. -This union of athletic games with 
more ennobling, studies is illustrated, at the present 
day, in the public schools and universities, in which our 
own manly youth are trained for the duties of public 
amI social life ill England. At the same time, the 
assemblage of large. boCues of .people promoted, by 
social intercourse. that quickening of wits and exten
sion of knowledge which, in later stages of soeiety, 
are found to result from tbe congregation of men in 
populous cities., And, further, there arose an inter
change of. common sentiments, aqd lillion in the bonds 
of citizenship. Thus every 1!sage of Greek society 
.contributed to oovance the spitit of freedom. These 
public games, however, were not without their-evils.~ 
If they were conduciv~ to emulation and culture, they 
no less mi~istered to the idleness, the love of pleasure, 

. and passi~m {or excitement, for ,which the Greeks were 
r~markable, and which afterwards became the chief 

1 Grote, Hilt. iv. 6~98. The Olympian games alone were restricted 
to athletic sports and races. 

• The public games did not meet with the approval of some con
. temporary sages, e.g. Aristotle, Pol. vii. 8, 14. See also Guhl and Kaner, 
Life of the GJ'eeks (Jnd Roman" 212-231. 
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causes of their political corruption. These popular 
gatherings, indeed, may not have been without . some of 
the debasing influences which are too notorious on an 
English ·racecourse. . 

Respect for In revie'wing the social habits' of the Greeks, we 
women. . 

Greece 
divided 
into smnll 
States. 

ought not to overlook the reverence attaching to women, 
in all Grecian legend and poetry, which attests the 
superior refinement of the Greeks, as compared with 
As~atic races. l Respect for women h38 eyer been the 
characteristic of free races, and contempt for t4em the 
mark of a lower civilisation, and of slavery. 

The natural configuration of Greece-its islands, its 
gulfs, and mOlUltain ranges-fayoured the mqltiplica
tion of small separate States and i.Il.dependent cities; ancI 
in the earlier st[lges of European civilisation, difficul
ties of com~unication :with .distant countries had a 
tendency to creat~ small political communities. . Aryan 
customs, which united nlmilies and tribes, by religiou~ 
bonds, further contracted these primitive societies.2 

Hence a country smaller than Portugal,zl·and.le~s than 
a third of the area of England, comprised upwards of 
a hundred independent States. Within the walls of a 
city, or in the confined area of a small territory. 
municipal goverI?-ment could' be conveniently adminis
tered: but without roads or security to travellers, the 
union of distant provinces, in a popular government, 
was scarcely practicable. So exteIl:sive a division of a 
country into small States was. an obvious sourc~ of ex
ternal weakness: but it fostered that fondness for 
public life nnd political activity which distinguished the 
Greeks. These Small communities were not too remote 

1 Grote, ii. 113. S Cox, Hist. of Greece, ch. ii. 
I Thirlwall,Hist. i. j Grote, Hist. ii. 2!){), 302 j Heeren, Alidellt 

Gl'eece, 16 j Buclde, Ilisf. i. 125 j Comte, PM/os. Pos. book v. 240. . . 
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from one another for commercial and social intercourse, 
and for the interchange of thought: while' the peninsula. 
was conveniently situated for maintaining communica
tions with kindred nations dwelling on the shores, and 
in the islands of the Mediterranean. The Hellenic races 
were spread fiU" and wide upon that classic sea, on the 
western coast of Asia Minor, in Sicily and Southern 
Italy-on the shores of Africa, of Spain, and of Gaul. 
Arts and commerce from the East and from the West 
-from Egypt and from Carthage-contributed to the 
culture and civilisation of the Greeks. They lived in 
the very centre of the civilised regions of the ancient 
world.. Commerce ~one will.not create liberty: but 
without it liberty his been rarely known to flourish; 
and the Greeks, especially on the sea-coasts, enjoyed at 
once the benefits of commerce, and of intelle«tual sym-
pathies and affinity with the most advanced nations of 
their own time. Every conditi(;>n favourable to liberty 
was to be found in Greece. The several States were 
further united by the sympathies of a common race, the 
same language, and the same religious traditions and 
usages. The Greek people were one: but their States 
were many. 
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In the Amphictyonic Council, held twice a year, Th.8 Am: 
• • pbictyomc 

twelve Helleruc races were represented by deputies. CounciL 

Their functions were religious rather than secular: but 
they brought together the citizens of different States, 
and formed another variety of public life in Greece. 

The results of all these popular influences, among 
the Greeks, is to be observed in the changes which took 
place in their forms of government. 

By the time we reach the historical period of Decay of 
monar-

Greece, heroic kings had lost their influence: the very chies. 

VOL. I. E 
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II. 

-....--... agora had acqillred extensive powers. By about 500 
:B.C. the States of Greece had generally become either 
elective and limited monarchies, oligarchies, or demo
cracies. The particqlar character of the several govern
ments was determined, in great measure, by the 
geographical position, social development, industries 
and local traditions, of the different States. 

These changes were effected, at about the same 
period, in a multitude of small independent States; and 
it is clear that they were due to causes affecting the 
whole range of Greek society. It was not in the order 
of nature that a long line of heroic kings could be main
tained, bravest in war, wisest in cOlllcil, just and 
eloquent in the agora. They were watched by jealous 
chiefs, and a quick-witted people. The king of a petty 
State was always in sight:. he was sUITOlmded by none 
of the awe and mystery of the unknown; and he could 
not affect the pomp and splendour which, in larger 
monarchies, inspire the .multitude with veneration. 
His crimes and his failings were known to all men: 
if he wronged a citizen, or outraged a woman: if he 
was feeble and effeminate: all his subjects murmured 
round about him. Sometimes a race of kings died 
out: sometimes they were overthrown by conquest: 
now a cruel or depraved king was deposed, now a weak 
king set aside; and so these little States became 
republics. These revolutions were effected not by the 
people, but by the chiefs, who retained all the powers 
of the kings whom they had deposed.l At.first, all that 

1 'These conspiracies were, at first, contrived, not by men of obscure 
or low condition, but by those of noblest birth, and who were the most 
distin~ished by their coura"o-e and exalted spirit: for such are, at all 
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the people gained by the change was this-that, in place CHAP. 

of an irresponsible king, they had rulers who. at le~t II. 

acknowledged the supremacy of the law: there were 
a council to make laws, and magistrates, elected for a 
limited time, to execute them.: power was exercised 
on behalf of the people; and the State-to use a 
modern phrase-enjoyed a constitution. 

But a period of deplorable reaction. ensued in the Pollt!ca1 

political life of these Greek States. No form of govern- ~cuon: 
. h d h d f . di 'd al Tyrants. ment IS SO muc expose to t e angers 0 ill VI u 

ambition and intrigue as an oligarchy; and in most of 
these States the chiefs were afterwards overpowered by 
usurpers, who became known by the odious. name of 
'tyrants,' or 'despots.' Sometimes the usurper was 
a chief who supplanted his colleagues, by cunning or 
by force: sometimes a chief, or citizen, who incited 
the people to rise up against oppression and misrule.l 

Such men were justly execrated: they were without 
the traditional respect due to a royal lineage ; and, as 
usurpers, they were generally arbitrary, suspicious, and 
cruel. The people having learned their own power, 
by the appeals made to them for aiel, stung by the 
betrayal of their trusts, and goaded by tyranny, re-
volted from time. to time, and overthrew the despots. 
Even to assassinate a. tyrant was' accOlmted an heioic 
virtue, among the Greeks.2 This' singular' phase of 
tyranny had generally passed away by about 500 B.C. ; 

times, most impatient of the insolence of·princes.'-Polybius, book vi. 
See also Cox, Hist. of GreefJe, i. 99. 

1 This latter olass are commonly called demagogues by Greek historians, 
but must not be confounded with the class of men to whom the same title 
was assigned in later periods of Greek history. 

. I See collection of authorities: Grote, Hi8t. iii. 37; Fr~ema.n, 
Federal Govt. 381. 

E2 
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and throughout Greece, republics 'had been restored, 
some oligarchical as before, some democratic. 

Meanwhile the Greek people had made great 
advances in commerce and the arts, in wealth and 
enlightenment. They were better able to protect 
themselves; and as cruel experience had taught them 
the evils of irresponsible power, they sought in more 
popular constitutions, not only securities against oppres
sion, but a just execution of the laws, and pUblicity and 
free discussion in the government of the State. Many 
generations of Greeks had been trained to the usages 
of public life, before the people had acquired 
political rIghts; and now they were prepared for the 
part they were destined to play in the history of their 
country. 

In many States the chiefs and territorial nobles 
governed, with the general confidence and good will of 
the people; and such a form of government was distin
guished as an aristocracy. But where by conquest, or 
usurpation, or' party intrigues, power was restricted to 
a favoured few, a· constitution so restricted was known 
as an oligarchy. It was natural that an aristocracy, or 
an oligarchy, should endeavour to maintain it$ power 
'intact: but in many States, the growing influence of 
other classes forced the nlling body to admit them to 
political privileges~l This was more particularly the 

. case when towns grew into importance, and maritime 
and commercial wealth began to rival that of, the 

1 Aristotle says where the magistracy 'is confined to a few families, 
wealth and eminence will not patiently brook an absolute exclusion from 
authority, but will convulse the State rather than submit to be debarred 
from civil honours.'-Polit. vii. 7. And again :-' 1Yhereyer the political 
forces of wealth and of numbers are not duly adjusted, the constitution 
is likely to be o\"erthrown.'-Ibid. 
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owners and cultivators of the soil. The admission of CHAP. 

new classes to the franchise was generally effected by II. 

providing a property qualification, as a condition for 
sharing in the government of the State. The exclusive 
rights of birth were renounced in favour of the claims 
of property. This form of government, which the Timocracy. 

Greeks distinguished from an oligarchy, by the name 
of a Timocracy, often differed but little from that which 
it had superseded. Where the qualification was high, 
and was restricted to land, the State continued to be 
ruled by a territorial aristocracy.. But where the 
qua:lifi.cation was comparatively low, and included con
siderable classes of citizens, it more nearly approached 
a democracy. A State so governed was called a Polity, Polity. 

and found much favour with Greek philosophers, as a 
moderate and. well-regulated constitution, in which 
the people exercised a just influence, without claiming 
ascendency.l According to F.nglish ideas, a Polity was 
a model Whig republic. But as the society ~f the 
state expanded in numbers and in consideration, fresh 
demands for political privileges were J;Ilade, lmtil 

1 Aristotle everywhere pr~ers a moderate democracy, in which the 
middle classes exercise the chief authority. Thus he affirms 'a wise 
legislator will endeavour to comprehend in his scheme of polity, m~n of 
the middle claBs, and to make them, if not mOre powerful than both the 
extremes, at least superior to either.'-PoZit. vi. 12. Again he speaks of 
'a republic or government residing ehiefly in men of the middle claBses: 
which of all popular constitutions, is the best and safest;' ibid. vii.. 1. 
Again, he says :-' The intermediate portion of the people aI'e alwa.ys more 
steadfastly attached to the public welfare, than those who are elated by 
wealth or depressed by poverty;' ibid. vii. 7. In short, Aristotle may be 
described as a Greek constitutional Whig. 

Thucydides, lsocmtes, Polybius and Plutarch express similar 
opinions. Polybius says :-' That kind of government is, undoubtedly, to 
be esteemed the best, which is composed of all the three now mentioned' 
(Royalty, Aristocmcy and Democmcy).-Polybius, Hut. book vi. 
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(:HAP. further extensions of the franchise changed the Polity 
II. . D 

-"'-1--"""'" mto a emocracy. 
Demo
cracy. 

Among the Greek democracies, there were consider.:. 
able varieties of constitution: but wherever the 
sovereigl! rights ofthe State were vested in all, or con
siderable Classes of' the freemen, it was regarded as a 
democracy. In all such States, foreign settlers and 
slaves, not being accOlmted 'citizens,' were ' excluded 
from the franchise-a law which considerably restricted 
the numbers claiming political rights. If all the free
men had a share in the government, the State was a 
pure dentocracy. But sometimes their rights were 
restricted by property qualifications: sometimes all were 
admitted to th~ delibhative and judicial assemblies, -
and entitled to elect their magistrates: but the general 
body of citizens were not themselves qualified to serve 
in the high offices of the republic. Where such a 
disqualification was recognised, the GreekS regarded 
the constitution as an oligarchy; the irresponsible 
power of magistrates, chosen for life, being confined to a 
limited number of privileged persons. But in prin
ciple such a State would more properly be called a 
limited democracy. There were restrictions upon the 
full rights of the freemen: control over their magistrates 
wa~ wanting:' yet even in the right of election, their 
sovereign rights were . recognised i and, in the assem-
blies the rule of the Demos was supreme. . . 

Ochlocracy. 'An ideal democracy was that in which all citizens 
were equal, without the re'cognition of any special pri
vileges. But so fertile were the Greeks in politichl 
nomenclature, that when a republic of this type fell 
into the hands of the lower class of citizens, who domi
nated over the noble and wealthy, it was said to have 
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degenerated into an ochlocracy,-a term now vulgarly CHAP. 

translated into mob-ocracy.l II. 

One characteristic, however, was common to all these The ruling 

varieties of Greek ,democracy. The citizens who ~!TIed in 
• • all these 

governed the State were generally a pnvileged, and d~mocra-
comparatively a small, class of the whole community. Cleo., 

They enjoyed their franchises by right of birth, or 
property: they were proprietors of the soil: according 
to the social habits of the ancient world, they scorned 
manual labour as dishonourable; and gave ilp all 
handicrafts and agriculture to their slaves. Jealous 
of their privileges, they excluded strang~rs and settlers 
from the franchise; and the slaves, who formed the 
entire working classes, were naturally denied any share 
of political power. Citizens alone formed the State; 
and they owned no fellowship with strangers or slaves. 
None of these States were, therefore, democracies, in the 
widest sellse, being governed by a single privileged class. 
Neither can they be fitly termed' oligarchies or aristo
cracies, as some high authorities have regarded them.2 

The conditions of Greek society necessarily separated 
the freemen from the slaves: but the citizens formed a 
complete society, composed of various ranks, noble 

1 Aristotle is very severe against a pure democracy. Citing Homer 
'olll, &),a(l,," 'lTOAv/(o'pall{",' llic.d, ii. 204, he says in a democracy 'the 
people, knowing itself to be an absolute king, lI!ISumes aU his pretensions, 
and exercises all his prerogatives;' Polito vi. 4. And, again, 'ilie worst 
mode of constituting the deliberative power is that of placing it, on all 
occasions, in the great body of the people, convened in ilie assembly; , 
ibid. 14. Aristotle's ideal of a deillocracy was that of an agricultural or 
pfl,Storal State, where ilie people could not assemble often or tumultuously; 
ibid. viii. 4. Plato also says that' tyranny more naturn.lly results ~m 
democracy t11an from any other form of government;' De Repub. book lX. 

S De Tocqueville says :-' Athimes, avec son suffrage universel, n'tStait 
donc, apres tout, qU'une republique aristocratiqne, ou' tous les nobles 
avaient un droit ~ga1 au gouvernement;' ii. ch. 15. 
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Conflict 
between 
aristocracy 
and demo
cracy. 

GREECE. 

and humble, rich and poor; and where all alike shared 
in the government, the 'State must be accounted a 
democracy. That large classes were outside this pri
vileged l;>ody, was due to the constitution of Greek 
society, rather than to the polity of the State. 

Examples of all these varieties of constitution may 
be found in the history of the Greek communities, or 
in allusions to them by Aristotle and other philo
sophers and historians.l But we cannot pursue the 
fortunes of democracy, in the minor States, which have 
not left their mark in the history of the world. Nor 
is much instruction to be gathered from their local 
struggles, factions and intrit)01les.2 

One observation, however, may be applied to all. 
Wherever a State originally oligarchic ultimately 
assumed a democrati~ constitution, a: contest was con
tinued between these opposing principles and interests. 
This political law, as it may be termed, was illustrated 
by the entire history of Greece. In every State we 
read of revolutions and convulsions: at one time, the 
aristocracy being in the ascendant, at another time the 
democracy.s All these free States were, governed, in 

1 Aristotle, Polito iii. 5-7; vi. 4-11. Polybius, vi. 4. 9. See Thirl
wall, Hiat. ch. x. 

J For a view of the rancorous spirit (If Greek factions, see Thucydides, 
ill. 82. 

8 Acr.ording to Aristotle, ' oligarchies and then tyrannies successively 
prevailed, an usurping faction continually narrowing the basis of its own 
power, till this power, supported on a single point, was easily overturned 
by the jlls~ resentment of the people. Democracy then arose and pre-
vailed in its turn.'-Polit. iii. 11. -

Thucydides says :-' The leaders k the cities, making the fairest pro
fessions, on one side putting forward the political equality of the people, 
on the other a moderate aristocracy, while in word they served the 
common interests, in fact they made prizes for themselves. And while 
struggling, by every means, to obtain an advantage over each other, they 
dared and carried out the most dreadful deeds: heaping on still greater, 
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great measure, by political parties: the nobles were CHAP. 

divided, and whichever party llappened to prevail, there ~ 
were generally capable and ambitious members of their 
order, ready to ass~e the direction of public affairs. 

These contests between classes were pursued with 
the violence and injustice which disfigure the history 
of half civilised societies. Where the great and rich 
triumphed, their rule· was selfish and oppressive: 
where the people prevailed, they rioted in their power, 
and were prepared to trample upon their prostrate 
rivals. At Megara, during a revolutionary time, the 600 B.C. 

rich were forced to open their houses and feast the 
populace; 1 and creditors were required tQ refund the 
interest which they had received from their debtors.1! 
And at Cyrena the people oppressed the rich so 
grievously, that the latter rebelled against the demo-
cracy and overthrew it. 8 

We must confine our illustrations of democracy to 
a few of the most eminent States, and notably to 
Athens: but a few observations may here be offered 
in regard to some of the general characteristics of 
Greek democracy. 

The social conditions of the different States affected AgrlcuI

their political constitutions in Greece, as in other !:w':! ~:u-
•. lations. 

countnes. The Greeks themselves were fully aware of 
the essential differences between agricultural and urban 
or maritime communities. 'Arcadian simplicity' be-
came a proyerb. The Lacedremonians, whose country 

ven"ueanoo, not only so far 88 WII8 just and expedient for the State, but to 
the measure of what was pleasing to either party, in each successive case ; 
and whether by an unjust sentence of condemnation, or on gaining 88oon-
deney by the strong hand, they were ready to glut their animol'ityj' Hist. 
iii. 82. 1 Aristotle, Polito v. 5. 

I Thirlwall, Hist. i. 487. 3 Aristotle, Polito viii. 4. 
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CHAP. was bounded by an inhospitable coast, unfavourable 
II. • for maritime trade and foreign intercourse, and by 

mOlmtain ranges,! were known as intellectually inert, 
unchanging and conservative. The Athenians, dwelling 
in a city on the sea-coast, were quick, progressive, and 
impressionable-alive to the varied influences of civilisa
tion, and superior to all other Greeks. in cultivation 
and refinement. The difference was not le~s remark
able in the forms and spirit of their governments. 
Even in Attica itself there was a marked difference 
between different classes of the inhabitants. Accord
ing to Aristotle, the maritime population of the Pirreus 
were more inclined to democracy than the residents 
in the city of .Athens itself; and the seamen who won 
the battle of Salamis, and the sovereignty of the sea, 
thenceforth turned the balance of power in favour of 

Thessnlv 
and other 
pastoral 
countries. 

the democracy.' 
The cities founded in the rich plains of Thessaly 

were generally governed by warlike oligarchies. 
L'1Xissa, however, one of the most flourishing, was a 
democracy.a The agricultural and pastoral character 
of the country assured the influence of the landowners; 
and the soil was tilled by the Palestre, a race of serfs, 
like the Laconian helots. ~totle observes that 
oligarchy prevailed 'wherever cavalry formed the 
national force; as among the ChalCideans, the Eretrians, 
the M~anesians, on the banks of the Meander, and 
many other wealthy communities of Asiatic Greece.' 4 

This naturally arose from two causes: first, such coun
tries had wide pastures,with scattered populations; and, 

1 Gl'ote, H'u;t. ii. 296; Lloyd, Age of Pel'icle8, ii. 91. 
I Arist. Polito v. 2. 
~ Ibid. v. 6. C Ibid. vi. 8. 



TOWY AND COUNTRY. 59 

secondly, the costly equipment of cavalry rendered it the CHAP, 

peculiar force of the rich. The social condition of such II. 

countries, and their system of w~rfare, combined to 
maintain a territorial aristocracy. As the population 
increased, and infantry became a more important arm 
of the military service, other classes acquired political 
influence. 

But it was mainly by the growth of towns that Growth of 

democracy was advanced. When the population of any towns. 

city increased, and out-lying villages were brought 
within its walls .. the aristocracy was generally over-
come. Sometimes the latter recovered its ascendency, 
by dispersing the people again, beyond the walls of the 
city. Wherever there was a maritime population, the 
democracy gained influence. Everywhere the culti-
vators of the soil were the most favourable to aris
tocracy.l 

In the Greek States the distribution of land among Distribu-
. • ~d 

the propnetors was generally not very unequal. Some land. 

hnd considerable estates: but the possessions of the 
greater number were so far alike as to cause a general 
social equality amongst them; and this circumstance 
contributed to the maintenance of equal political rights. 
. We hav.e already noticed the smallness of the com- ~n:,~ess 
munities which constituted the Greek States; and this tc?mmuni-'eB. 
circumstance should be' constantly borne in mind in 
studying their institutions. It explains much that would 
otherwise be unintelligible. That all the free inhabi
tants of a city should be concerned in its government 
may be . comprehended: in a large State it would be 
impossible without representation. But the general type 
of the Greek republics or commonwealths, in the best 

I Thirlwall, Hm. i. '454, 455. 
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CHAP. period of their history, was that of a city community 
II. 

- or 'town-autonomy,' according to Grote - sur-
rounded by a limite.d extent of territory, and exercising 
independent,rights of sovereignty.l In such States the 
fullest development of democracy was attainable.2 Every 
citizen, whether dwelling in the city itself, or in the ad
jacent territory, was able to attend in person the delibera
tions of the assembled people. Where representation was 
lmknown, it was only by personal attendance that a 
citizen could exercise his rights. If distance excluded 
him, he was debarred from the enjoyment of his fran
chise. Hence it was in these small States that the ideal 
of a pure democracy was most fully realised.s And what 
a study of political and social life does such a commlmity 

R~mark:- present! Without an army, without representation, with-
able sOCiety • • • • 
o~~reek out a press, every CItizen was himself a soldier, a states-
Clties. man, and a judge: now hastening to the battle-field to 

meet the enemies of his cOlmtry: now debating aH:'lirs 
of peace and war: now judging the causes of his fellow-

1 'The State, the commonwealth, wa.s in Greek eyes a city, an organised' 
society of men dwelling in a walled town, a.s the hearth and home of the 
political society, and with a surrounding territory not too larg!l to allow 
all its fi-ee inhabitants habitually to a.ssemble within its walls to discharge 
the duties of citizens.'-Freeman's Camp. Pol. 83. The same writer says 
elsewhere :-' The full and perfect sovereignty of each separate city formed 
the political ideal of the Greek mind.'-Hist:E88aY8, 2nd ser. 116. 

S Alistotle affirms it to be 'difficult to establielI any other form of 
government in large cities and populous communities' (Polit. book iii. 
ch.ll.) 

8 'The natm-aJ. limit of a democracy is that distance fI'om the central 
point which will but just permit the most remote citizens to assemble a.s 
often as their public functions demand.'-Fedet·alut, No. xiv. 71; 'In 
the ancient world • • • there could be nothing like a regulated popular 
government, beyond tile bounds of a single city community; because 
there did not exist the physical conditions for the formation of and pro
pagation of a public opinion, except among those who could be brought 
together to discuss public matters in ilie same agom.'-Mill, On Repr. 
Govt.8. 
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citizens. Every citizen was a ruler, directly and con- CHAP • 
.. II. 

stantly exercising the sovereignty of the State. No higher . .. 
duties and responsibilities can attach to the most eminent; 
and there they were habitually discharged by the entire 
body of freemen. In no other constitution could the 
power and dignity of the citizen be so exalted, and 
nowhere could be found such opportunities and incite-
ments for political education. While such a system of 
popular government afforded a noble field for the 
genius of Greek orator!!! and statesmen, the public dis-
cussion of affairs of State trained all the citizens to 
political thought 'and action. It spread knowledge and 
formed public opinion, like the modern press; and it 
did more-it united with knowledge, and the capacity 
of forming a juc\,oment, the interest and responsibility 
of voting,l and the stimulus of action.2 The patriotism 
of citizens in such a State reached the highest pitch: 
their cOtmtry, their city, and their home were identified. 
Their patriotism may have been narrow, jealous, and 
exclusive: but it was a passion. 

This is the bright side of the picture of these little ¥ea1euds ~ 
J OUSIeSi. 

States: let us now glance at its, darker shades. We 
have seen citizens as earnest and instructed rulers, 
zealous in the discharge of their high nmctions, and 
burning with patriotic ardour: but we cannot overlook 

1 The Greeks understood the practice of putting questions, and divi
sions at their assemblies. Thus in the Lacedremonian assembly the 
ephor put the question in this form: I Whoever of you, Lacedremonians. 
thinks the treaty to have been broken, and the Athenians to have been 
guilty, let him rise and go yonder (pointing out a certain place to them) ; 
and whoever does not think so, let him go to the other l!ide.' They 
arose and d\vided, and there was a large majority who thought that the 
treaty had been broken.-Thucydides, i 87. . , 

S I The newllpaper prees,' says John Stuart Mill, I is not in all respects 
an adequatll equivalent of the Pnyx and the Forum.'-Repr. Gov. 8. 
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CHAP. the enmities of ambitious leaders-more dangerous to. 
II. h f -~. -..... t e peace 0 society, and the liberties of the co~on-

Sparta. 

Its con
stitution. 

wealth than in larger States - the feuds of hostile 
factions, the corruption of citizens, and, above all, the 
national pride and local jealousies, which drove every 
city into war with its neighbours. But such faults as 
these, it must be confessed, were not peculiar to small 
city commonwealths: they have been the faults of large 
States no less than small, in all ages, and ru;-e due to 
the infirmities of human nature rather than to political 
institutions. 

No more instmctive study is to be found, in the 
whole range of history, than that of the Greek common
wealths. They differ from any' examples of govern
ment in our own time: but they afford some of the best 
illustrations of popular rule, for the guidance of modern 
States, established on a larger scale, and upon more 
rational principles. 

Among these commonwealths the renoWned mon
archy of Sparta stands alone, as a conspicuous contrast . 
to the general polity of contemporary Greece; and its 
singular institutions demand special notice. 

The constitution of Sparta was a limited monarchy 
of a peculiar character. There were two kings, of equal . 
power, whose chief business it was to thwart one 
another. They had large possessions: they were en
titled to command the Spartan armies in time of war : 
they offered sacrifices to the gods, and' they enjoyed a 
traditional reverence: but their power was subject to 
the Council of EphorS.1 These magistrates, originally 
designed to protect the people and restrain .the kings, 
gradually usurped an arbitrary and irresponsible au-

I Arist. Pol. ii. 9, 23; Hel'Oll. vi. 56. 
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thority over the State. They reduced the kingly power 
to a shadow, and were themselves supreme in peace 
and war. They appointed and dismissed magistrates: 
they fined and imprisoned citizen,s at their pleasure: 
nay, they could even lay hands upon the king himself: 
they judged causes without the restraint of written laws: 
they assembled the' military forces, and directed their 
movements; and two of their number attended to con
trol the kings in the field. 

Under the institutions of Lycurgus, there was a 
senate and a public assembly, with some ostensible 
powers, but little more than nominal influence. The 
asscmbly ,was held in'the open air: no seats were 
provided for the cititens, who were kept standing, and 
were speeclily dismissed. There was no discussion of 
public affairs: but a simple vote was given on the 
decrees of the senate.1 No citizen was allowed to 
speak without the express leave of the magistrates. 
Silence and secresy were the characteristics of Spartan 

• rule.2 

As monarchy, aristocracy, and popular institutions 
were united in the Spartan constitution, several of the 
Greek writers commend it.8 But, in tmth, the consti-

1 Plutarch (Lycurgus), 1. 120; Thucydides, v. 68. 
S Grote. IIist. ch. vi. 
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CHAP. 
II. 
~ 

Its narrow 
polity. 
• 

S Aristotle, ii. 4.; Plutarch ,(Lycurgus). Polybius extols it, in -
these words :-' The dread of the .people, _ to whom a certain share was 
allotted in the govemment, restrained the excesses and abuses of royalty. 
The people, on the other hand, were maintained in a due submission to 
the kings, by their apprehension of the power of the senate. For the 
members of ilie senate, being all selected from the best among the 
citizens, were always ready to support the cause of justice; and by 
throwing their own weight into the scale, when either side was in danger 
of being oppressed by the other, to give such strengtlJ to the weaker 
party as the constitution of the State required. By-these means, the 
Lacedremonians preserved their liberty entire for a much longer period 
than any other people' (book vi. ch.10.) 
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tution of Sparta never advanced beyond a close oli
garchy of hard and narrow-minded landowners and 
oppressed helots, who tilled the soil; and the boasted 
polity of its great lawgiver was fitter for a military 
college than a State. Its ascetic rigour of manners and 
discipline, if calculated to make good soldiers, was 
fatal to civilisation and freedom; and accordingly Sparta 
is not to be numbered among the free States of Greece. 
Nay, opposed to freedom herself, when. she attained 
ascendency, she trampled out the freedom of other 
States. She did not aspire to intellectual progress: but 
she aimed successfully at military domination; and the 
stable character of her people ensured the permanence 
of her institutions for upwards of four hundred years. 

But at what a cost was this stability secured! l'he 
generous national life of a free State was sacrificed 
to a narrow and arbitrary discipline: society was im
movable: . citizens spent their lives without progress or 
variety, like Hindus or Chinese: grown men submitted 
to the intolerable yoke of pedagogues and drill
sergeants: irksome restraints were relied on, for the 
ordering of the commonwealth, instead of the healthy 
spirit of rational freedom. 

Democrailic But under kings and an aristocracy, there were 
institu- some institutions in Sparta of a democratic character. tions. 

The children of the poor were educated with the chil-
dren of the rich: the poor dressed like the rich, and 
sat at the same common tables. The citizens had the 
right of election to one of the two highe'!t magistracies, 
and were eligible to the other. They also elected the 
senators, and were eligible to the COlllCil of the 
Ephors.1 ·No legislator of antiquity was socially so 

I' Arist. PoUt. vi. o. 
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gr~at a leyeller as Lycurgus. He divided the lands CHAP. 

equally among the citizens, and even endeavoured ~ 
to make an equal division of all other property. 
He introduced a cumbersome iron coinage, which 
cliscouraged the ordinary uses of" inoney, and restrained 
luxury. He put down the elegant and refined arts, 
which contributed to the erijoyment and culture .of the 
rich, and favoured none but the common'handicrafts, 
which were useful to the whole community. 

The public tables were established in order to Sumptuary 

counteract the luxurious habits of the rich: even the laWs. 

kings were required to dine at these tableS'; and the 
nobles, instead of enjoying costly repasts at home, were 
constrained to share the rough dietary of the common-
alty. Their fayourite dish was a coarse black broth, 
which was revolting to any but Spartan stomachs: they 
were restricted to spare potations of wine-probably as 
bad as their broth; and after these frugal repasts, they 
were not even allowed a lanthorn to light their way 
llOme in the dark.! By shmptuary laws they were 
restrained in the enjoyment of the arts and refined 
tastes. of civilised society. Their houses were plain 
Ilnd devoid of ornament I they cultivated none of the 
fine arts at home, neither did they import the works-of 
foreign artists: their dress was plain, if not shabby, 
and their persons dirty : 2 they avoided intercourse with 
'foreigners as obstinately as the Chinese, and they re-
pelled commerce) they laid 'no claim to learning, but Se,:~ty of 

prided themselves upon that • Laconic' brevity which trlllrung. 

1 Plutarch (Lycurgus), i. 129. 
2 , At twelve years of age their under garment was taken away, and 

. only a single upper one a year allowed them. Hence 1hey were nelleR
sarily dirty in their persons, and denied the great favour <If bathe and oil, 
except on some particular days of the ycar.'-Ihid. i. 139. 

VOL. I. F 
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CHAP. became proverbial. Family life was roughly discouraged 
by the public tables, by dormitories even for married 
men, by public education for the children, by the 
constant training of the men for war, and by absurd 
regulations for the separation of the sexes. Such cus
toms forbade the refinements of cultivated society. 
Hence the Athenians could laugh at the boorishness of 
their warlike rivals. The Spartans were trained for the 
endurance of hardships and dangers: war was the end 
and aim of their lives: their courage was that of free
men: but, wanting the culture and intellectual activity 
of the Athenians, they never aspired to political liberty . 
Their social institutions were democratic, if not com
munist: their government was the rule of the few 
over the many. 

OmtrnKt The rule of Sparta was narrow and jealous: it aI-
between 1 d li' al th"31 b Athens and owe no po tIc power to e prOVInCl towns, ut 
Sparta. concentrated aU authOlity in the capital: while Athens, 

liberal and expansive, embraced the whole of "Attica in 
the civic franchise. 

To realise the tme character ·of this singular polity, 
we must contrast Athens with Sparta. Freedom was 
the ruling plinciple of the one: restraint the scheme of 
the other: in the one, individuality al'ld genius were en
couraged: in the other, all men were straitened to a 
common type: in the one the government was open, 

. public, free, popular: in the other, close, secret, anel 
reserved: in the one, life was intellectual, expansive, 
sympathetic, gay: in the other, it was dull, selfish, 
narrow, and monotonous: in the one, man was de
veloped to his highest ideal: in the other, he :was an 
elaborate social mechanism: iu the one, instructive con-
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verse with foreigners was encouraged: in the other, it CHAF. 

was repelled with barbarous exclusiveness.1 ~ 
Of all the Greek States, Athens was the most emi- AtheDl!. 

nent in civilisation and in freedom. It is to Athens 
that Greece owes her extraordinary reputation. In the 
works of the Athenians we have learned to admire the 
genius of the ·Greeks.2 Athens was the intellectual 
centre of Greece, and of ancient ·Europe, and her his-
tory presents an example of the fullest development of 

. (Jreek democracy. 
After the death of Codrus, their last king, the Athenian 

A h . d bAh 1 d b h oligarchv. t emans were governe y rc ons, e ecte y t e . 
Eupatrid or patrician order, at first for life, afterwards 
for ten years, and at length by nine archons chosen 
for one year only. The citizens were divided into four 
Ionic tribes, united by religious. and social ties: they 
were charged with the collection of contributions for 
the public service, and with furnishing military con
tingents': but as yet they had no voice in the govern-
ment of the State.. A close oligarchy continued to 
rule over Athens-with what success we may judge 
from the condition in which the renowned Solon fOlmd The consti

.his countrymen. This distinguished lawgiver was ~~~ of 

chosen archon in5 94 B.C.; and his country needed all 
his statesmanship. Attica was convulSed by factions 
and discontents: the Thetes, or small cultivators,8 were 
groaning under oppression, poverty, and· debt: many 
had slmk from freemen into slaves, al!-d an insurrection 

1 Thucyd. i. 70, ii. 37-42. . 
• Draper says, with much truth, I that the philosophical celebrity ~ of 

Greece is altogether due to Athens.' I It is 8. popular error that Greece, in 
the ag-gregate, was 8. learned country.'-Intelleetual Progre88, i. 128. 

S They may be likened to .freeholders and small tenant-farmers in 
England. 

.,2 
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of the debtors and poorer citizens was imminent.1 Solon, 
by summary changes in the laws concerning debtors, 
contracts, and the tenure of land, redressed these 
present grievances. He was now called by his gratEr 
ful countrymen to refonn their political constitution; 
and his laws became the foundation of Athenian de
mocracy. He was the inventor of a property qualifica
tion, or timocratic principle, as it was called by the 
Greeks. He divided the citizens of all the four tribes 
into four classes, according to the estimated value of 
their property. To each class specific duties and pri
vileges were assigned, while a graduated income' tax 
was levied, rising in proportion to the annual value of 
the property; The first class alone could serve as 
archons, sit in the senate of Areopagus, and command 
the land and sea forces: the second were bound to serve, 
frilly equipped, as cavalry, and the third as heavy 
infantry. The fourth· and most numerous class were 
exempt from direct taxation: but they were disquali
fied for the ma~tracy: in_ the field they fought as 
light infantry, and in the fleet as common sailors. S<> 
far -aristocratic rule was maintained: but an aristocracy 
of wealth was permitted to encroach upon the older 
aristocracy of birth, whieh had hitherto enjoyed ex
clusive privileges.' Solon, however, did not rest here. 
To the fom-th class he extended the rights of voting 
for the archons, whom he made accOlmtable to the 
Helirea, or assembly of the people.s He reformed the 

1 Mr. Cox enters fully into the causes of these troubles: EistONJ of 
Gree.cs, t 196-203. 

I Thirlwall, Hist. ii. 45 j Grote, Hist. iii. 176; Cox, Eist. i. 203. 
3 Aristotle says :-' Solon justly entrusted the people with the power 01 

electing the mngistnttes and the right of calling them to account-powers 
whidl canTIot be withhtlld u'Om the people, without degrading them inw. 
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ancient court of the Areopagus, which was to be the CHAP. 

guardian of the laws. And, further, he constituted a II. 

popular senate, or Cotmcil of Four Hundred, one-fourth 
being elected annually by each of the tribes,: the low~st 
tribe, however, being disqualified from choosing any' of 
its own members. And it was ordained that no matter 
should be laid before the general assembly of the 
people until it had been approved by a Probouleutic, 
or preconsidering council.l Popular principles were 
heterecognised, side by side with invidious disabilities; 
and the most numerous class, w'hile admitted.to the 
franchise, were carefully reduced to a political minority 
in the senate. Indeed, there is no doubt that Solon, in 
this balanced constitution, designed to give the people 
no more power than was necessary to ensure their con
te~tment, and pride of citizenship.2 Athens was still an 
oligarchy:, but popular rights were frilly recognised, 
al;ld mer:ely awaited further development, together with 
the advancing power and enlightenme!lt of its citizens. 
And the Ecclesia, or public assembly, which embraced 
,all cbsses, was an institution .essentially democrati,c.s 

Nor must w~ part with Solon without alluding· to Encourage-
mentof 

the encouragement which he gave to commerce and commerce. 

industry, in opposition to the- general prejudices of the 
Greeks.: Such a policy contributed no less to the 
national pJ:osperity of Athens, than to its enlightenment 
and freedom. It withdrew numbers from agriculture, 
slaves, 01' converting them into enemies.'-Polit. i. 9. The Helirea was 
assembled for th6 election of officers, for the sanction of laws, and for judi-
catw-e; Oul:tius; Hist. ii. 448. 

1 Plutarch, Life of Solon. 
2 Solon himself said he 'had given the Athenians the best laws which 

they were capable of receiviJll!'.'-Plutarch, i. 238; Arist. Pol. ii. 12. 
s Grote, Hi~t. ch. xi.; ThirlwaJl, Hiwt. ii. 39 et Beg.; Plutal'ch, 

Life of Solon; Boeckl 494, 495. . 
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and brought them within the social influences of the 
city; and was one of several concurrent causes of the 
advance Of Athens towards democracy. 

Such was Solon's constitution! but like other Greek 
States, Athens was destined to political reaction, and 
Solon just lived to see the usurpation of Peisistratus_ 
Under that tyrant, and his sons Hippias and Hipparchus, 
the freedom of Athens was suspended for fifty years. 

During'this prolonged usurpation, the fonnsof the 
Solonian constitution had survived.: but their vitality 
had been extinct; and the expulsion of Hippias, the last 
of the usurpers, was followed by a political revolution.l 

It has generally been through the rivalry of con
tending parties that popular rights have been extended; 
and here Cleisthenes, the popular leader, in order to 
overthrow his ri,al "lsagoras and the nobles, 'took the 
demos into partnership,' I and detennined upon an 
extension of the suffrage.- The four Ionic tribes, who 
had hitherto enjoyed the franchise, were a limited body, 
enjoying their privileges by right of birth and succes
sion, and allied in blood and religion, as in other Greek 
States. Meanwhile, a large population had arisen, not 
connected with these tribes, and therefore excluded 
from the franchise. Cleisthenes swept away the exclu
sive privileges, and reHgious constitution, of the four 
tribes, and divided Attica into ten new tribes, which 
embraced not only all the free inhabitants of the State, 
but many metics, or foreigners, if not slaves." This 

t Thucydides assigns this re"olution to causes anything but patriotic ;. 
vi. 54. S Herodotus, v. 66. 

S Herodotus, v. 66-69; Orote, Hillt. iv.170; Thirlwall, Hi8t. ii. 82. 
4 Aristotle, Pol. iii. 1, 10; Grote, iv. 171; Thirlwall, ii. 83; Nie

buhr, ii. 305; Cox, HiBt. i. 223. 
The ten tribes remained without alteration until 305 B.c., when tw: 

other tJ.ibes were added. 
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latter concession was due to the claims of the seamen 
of the Pirreus, and the maritime population, who had 
won naval victories for the State, and were constantly 
growing in wealth and importmlce. This franchise 
broke down the narrow limits of hereditary right: but 
the privileged citizens still formed a limited portion of 
the population.1 The great mass of the. people, con
sisting of unenfranchised foreigners and slaves, were 
beyond the pale of the new constitution. In each 
deme, or district (of which there were upwards of a 
htmdred) there was an elaborate system for the regis
tration of voters. Solon's senate now became the 
Senate of Five Hundred, consisting of an equal number 
of senators from each tribe, chosen annually by lot. 
It was organised as ,a continuous and effective body in 
the State, and regulations were made for holding its 
sittings throughout the year. The public assembly, or 
Ecclesia, comprised the entire body of the registered 
citizens of Attica, and became the sovereign political 
power. The Helirea was now to be developed into, the 
popular judicature of the dicasteries. All citizens were 
eligible to the Senate of Five Hundred,; but as yet 
citizens of the fourth class, in respect of property, were 
not qualified to serve 'as archons and other high 
officers. ,Solon ha:d confined this privilege to the first 
class: Cleisthenes extended it to the two other classes, 
but continued the disability of the lowest. The choice 
of senators by lot was de~oned to equalise the chances 
of the poor and the rich; and this blind principle of 
selection was hereafter to be further extended iu the 
Athenian constitution. The dicasteries, or committees 
of the Ecclesia, were also chosen by lot. The military 

1 See Boeck, book i. ch. 7; and infra, p. 115-118. 
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system was placed upon a popular basis: each hibc 
appointed itil own officers: but the strategi, or generals 
like the· ambassadors, were chosen by the 'assembly. 
The administration of.the finances was likewise popular, 
being conducted by a board of ten elected by the 
several tribes.1 

Lastly, a~ a security against any future llsurpation 
of power by ambitious citizens, Cleisthenes introduced 
the law. of ostracism. Grote's masterly vindication of 
this law redeems it from much of the odimn com-, 
monly attached t~ it. It was introduced when society 
was insecure, when usurpers and nobles acquired power 
by violence and assassination, and when the tliumph 
of parties was followed by proscription and confiscation. 
Ostracism averted these greater. evils. An innocent 
citizen was indeed banished: but" he was not dis
honoured; and his property was protected. In earlier 
times he would have suffered death and confiscation. 
So far the new policy was less wrongful than the old. 
It may be added that ostracism was rarely tlsed; and 
that when democratic rule was assured, and' fears of 
mistocratic reaction had passed away, the law. fell as 
much into desuetude as did the law of impeachment, 
in England, when liberty had been firmly established. 

But ostracism, however wise· and salutary its PlU'-' 
pose, and however guarded against abuse, was founded 
upon a principle utterly indefensible;· for it contem
plated the banishment of a citizen1 not for any ofI'euce 
proved, or even alleged against him,2 but in order to . 

1 See Boeck's chapters on this part of the economy of Athens; Books 
ii. iii. 

g Plutarch says :-' Ostracism was not a. punisllment for crimes and 
misdemeanours, but was very decently called a humbling and lessening of 
some Elxcessive influence and power' (Aristid.) ii~ 4.'iO. 
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avert probable danger, or inconvenience to the State. 
Admitting fully the natural jealousy of usurpers by 
which the Athenians, and other Greeks, were possessed, 
and their justifiable fear of powerful citizens, not yet 
restrained py respect for constitution~l obligations, the 
banishment of a blameless citizen, merely to serve the 
supposed. interests of the majority, was the absolute 
sacrifice of. one, for the benefit of the many .. It has, 
indeed, been compared with the English law of im
peachment. But an impeachment is fOlmded upon the 
proof of high crim:es and misdemeanours,-imperfectly 
defined, indeed,-yet distinct criminal acts committed 
against the State. These crimes must be proved, 
before the highest tribunal of the realm,-a tribunal 
not swayed by the passions of the people, on whose 
behalf the charge is made, superior to intimidation, 
and sworn to do even justice between the commons 
and the accused. Acts of attainder may afford a closer 
analogy: but, in truth, ostracism more nearly resembled 
those decrees of banishment, by which arbitrary kings 
have been wont to rid themselves of dangerous or 
obnoxious subjects. It is not a free State, but an 
absolute monarchy, that affords examples of innocent 
men condemned' and punished by the caprice of their 
rulers. Ostracism was the arbitrary device of a popular 
despotism . .1 • 

J Aristotle, .while maintaining the theoretical value of ostracism, 'is 
constrained to doubt' whether this invention ought ever to be employed 
in a virtuous and well-regulated community.'-Polit. iii. 9. And in 
another place he spe&.ks of it 88 'a remedy 88 cruel 88 it is violent-
8 political amputation which severs from the commonwealth those quali
fied to form its best defence and highest ornsment.'-Ihid. vii. 3. Plutarch 
says :-'Tbe ostracism was intended, not 80 much to punish this or that 
great man, 88 to Boothe and alleviate the fury of envy, who delights in 
the disgrace flf superior characters, and loses a part of her rancour by 
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CHAP. The ~onstitution of Cleisthenes, democratic as it 
. I~: , was, retained some important provisions of the old 
~~ti~D oligarchy. These continually gave way before the 
tutiOD of ad' f h I .4. -=- 'd afte h Cleia- vancmg power 0 t e peop e. .ll.J.].l!ti es, l' t e 
thenes. battle of Platrea, removed all official disabilities, and 
477 B.C. 

threw open the offices of archon and strategus to 
every class of citizens.l And at about the same period 
the archons appear to have been first chosen by 10t.2 

Refol1lls of But it was reserved for Pericles to complete the 
I'ericles. 

democratic constitution of Athens. The principal in-
stitution of the old oligarchy was the ancient court or 

The Areo- senate of Areopagus. This distinguished body was the 
l'BgUS. 

highest court of justice in the State, and was fenced 
rOlmd with ~onity and privilege. It had long been 
upheld by religious respect, and traditions of dime 
authority: it was composed of men, wealthy and high
born, who had served as archons; and it exercised not 
only an extended judicature, but a censorship of morals, 
and powers for ensuring an observance of the laws. 
It even controlled the proceedings of the Ecclesia. It 
was naturally an aristocratic and conservath'e body; 
and in jurisdiction,. and in reverence, it had once been 
more than a House of Lords. But it became obnoxious 
to the democratic party in Athens. Its members be
longed tQ the highest class, from which alone the 
archons had been eligible, and many to the hostile 

their fall.'-Life of Themistocles, i. 345. And a,,"Sin he calls it 'a mild 
gratification of envy' (Arist.) ii.4.5G. 

• The citizens voted for an ostracism, by ballot, inscribing the nRDleEJ 

of tbose denounced upon pieces of broken pots or sbells.'-Plutarch (Arist.) 
ii.456. 

1 Plutarch (Life of Aristides), ii. 481; Cox, Hi&t. ii.1G. 
I Socrates ridiculed the choice of officers by lot, saying that no one 

would so choose a pilot, a carpenter, or a musician; Xenophon, Mem. i. 2. 
And this was one of the charges a"crainst him, on his trial. 
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faction of Peisistratus and his family, whit resisted CHAP. 

popular influences, and intrigued with oligarchic Sparta II. 

and despotic Persia, against their own countrymen. Its 
exclusive constitution, its political sympathies, and its 
powers were alike opposed to the full development of 
democracy. Its divine traditions. had faded away like 
those formerly associated with kings; and the people 
had lost confidence in its justice and impartiality. The 
opening of the office of archon to all classes might in 
course of time have invigorated this body: bnt the 
election of these officers by lot, instead of py intelligent 
choice, impaired its character and reputation; 1 and 
it was destined to fall suddenly in the conilict of rival 
parties. The breach },}etween the ()ligarchi() and con
servative elements of the constitutioli, and the demo
cracy, was widened by the rapid growth of Athens and 
the port of the Pirrous, and the rise of new maritime 
and commercial interests. CUnon was chief of the 457 B.C. 

oligarchic and Peisistratid party: Perides and Ephialtes 
were leaders of the popular and democratic party; and 
by striking at the senate . of Areopagus, as· the chief 
support of the oligarchy, they at once disabled their 
rivals, and carried out their own democratic principles. 

This venerable institution was now stripped of Th~ diellS

nearly all its powers; and its judicature was transferred teries. 

to the entire people. The archons were at the same 
time deprived of their independent judici~ functions. 
The administration of civil and crimillal justice was 
now vested in the dicasteries, consisting of about six: 
thousand citizens, annually drawn by lot, sworn, and 
divided into ten panels of five hlmdred each, a thousand 
being left as a reserve. Each dicastery was presided 

1 Plutarch (Pericles), 9. 
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c~. over by an archon, the cases being assigned to it by 
-"T-- lot. All the clicasts were now paid for their services.l 

Before these popular assemblies were tried all civil 
and criminal causes, except those concerning homicide, 
which were still .reserved for the Areopagus.. So 
numerous a body was obviously unsuitable .to the 
flmctions of a judicial tribunal: but the Athenians, 
dreading the corruption of individual magistrates, and 
the weakness of small courts, in dealing with powerful 
and turbulent citizens - whose . causes were often 
espoused by excited followers-sought for authority, 
and respect for the law,,in the numbers of the dicas
tery.2 So large a body, it was maintained, could 
neither be bribed nor intimidated; and if it sometimes 
erred, they believed it to be not more liable to error 
than the magistrates whom it superseded. Its generous 
sentiments could be relied on for the redress of injustice 
and oppression. Impartiality was also sought in the 
publicity of its proceedings, and in the choice of its 
members, from the different tribes, by lot. 

But whatever their merits and defects as judicial 
tribtmals, the dicasteries minis~ered to the passion of 
the Athenians for social and public life. Here was a 
field for the display of oratory, subtlety and wit. The 
accused, or parties in a cause, pleaded before an' audi-

1 'When the power of the popular diClllltery came to be fully recognised, 
the demos received all the court which is payable to a tyrant, and so 
the polity was turned into the democracy of which we are witnesses.'
Arist. Pol. ii. 9. Aristotle speaks elsewhere of the attractions of the fees 
to the dicasts; ibid. xi. 4. And Al'istophanes ridicules their restless 
activity, in the 'Wasps.' 

S So much reliance was placed upon the efficacy of numbers in 
securing an impartial and fearless decision, that in cases of great import
Illlce the dicastery was sometimes increased to 2,000 j Curtius, Rist. ii. 
450. 
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cnce keen and qnick-witted, sensitive and impression- CHAP. 

able. Denied the assistance of advocates, every man II. 

strove to, fit himself for the ordeal of public discussion. 
To persuade their fellow-citizens with argument or 
sophistry, to move them with passionate bursts of 
eloquence, was the ambition of Athenian orators. The 
mcasts were trained by the exercise of judicature, and 

. culti~ated by the forensic stmggles which they wit
nessed; and the more ambitious and capable of their 
number were ever seeking occasions for the display of 
their judgment or eloquence. 

No institution of Athenian democracy contributed 
more to the intellectual development of the citizens: 
none gave greater power and ascendency to the demos: 
but as a scheme of judicature it can only be approved 
by those whdse generous devotion to the genius of the 
Greeks can discover no error in their ways. This 
democratic judicature has often been compared witli 
English trial by jury; 1 and, undoubtedly, the same 
popular principle is the foundation of both: but how 
different are the two tribunals! Conceive a trial in 
New Palace Yard, before a magistrate and five hundred 
common jurors of Middlesex, instead of before a judge 
and jury in Westminster Hall ! :I 

Another powerful instmment of the democracy was Scnt.tinyor 

found in the scmtiny of the conduct of magistrates by r.:r:. 
the people. .Administrative abuses were checked by 
the fear of popular displeasure: but censure was 
too often directed more in the spirit of faction than of 
patriotism, and was used to min a political opponent 

1 See especially Grote, Hist. of Greece, v. 516 at ,elJ. 
S Anncharsis, haYing seen an assembly of the people at Athens, said 

, He was surprised to find that in Greece, wise men pleaded causes, and 
fools determined them.'-Flutarch (Life of Solon), i. 224. 
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manner, Ephialtes at once rescued the commonwealth 
from pernicious corruptions, and struck down the 
Eupatrid, or aristocratic party. Like impeachment in 
England, a scrutiny was applied sometimes for the viu-

. dication of public rights, sometimes to serve the ends 
of political parties. The two processes, however, were 
'widely different: in Athens the people were at once 
accusers and judges: in England the Commons accuse: 
but the trial of the charge is with the Peers. 

The working of these democratic institutions, how
ever, was not free from supervision and restraints. 
The proceedings of the Senate of Five Hundred, and 
of the public assembly, were watched by assessors' 
called nomophylakes, who interposed to restrain any 
excess of jmisdiction, or deviation from the law; and 
considerable checks and limitations were imposed upon 
'the legislative authority of the senate and the assembly: 
while rash proposals to amend the laws, were discouraged 
by a liability to pcnalties.1 

While these constitutional changes were proceed
ing, the assembly assmned more extended powers, and 
o\"erthrew the checks which had been imposed upon 
it by the constitution of Solon.' With a view to limit 
the legislative authority of the public assembly, proposi
tions for new decrees were required to originate with 
the COlUlCil of Five Hundred: but these were so 
altered by the assembly, that its legislative power 
was practically unlimited. Nor did it always await the 
propositions of the five hlmdred: but originated pro-

I All these securities are fully described by Grote, HiM. vol. v. ~8; 
and b'\" Thirlwall. • 

I Supra, p. G\). 
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posals or decrees of its own, which it sent up to the CHAP. 

council for approval. It appears, however,· that the II. 

power of making general laws, or amending the laws of 
the State, was still confided to a committee of the 
assembly. How decrees of the assembly were to be 
distinguished from laws has never been clearly defined, 1 

and was probably undetermined: but the strongest 
body is more likely to have encroached upon the 
authority of the weaker, than to have suffered unwel-
come restraints upon its own power. 

The Council of Five Hundred was entmsted with C?uncil or 
Five 

important functions. It controlled the finances: it re- Hundred. 

ceived despatches from generals and ambassadors: it 
laid such communications before the assembly, to which 
it also introduced ambassadors in person; and it gene-
rally arranged the business to be brought before the 
assembly. Such a body should have given steadiness 
and consistency to the administration: .but its con
Rtitution was so jealously regulated, that it was itself 
wanting in stability. It was elected annually by lot, 
by the ten tribes: each of these tribes chose its fifty 
members to act for a month as prytanes, or office
bearers, in rotation, also determined by lot. A new 
Epistates, or president, was appointed every day, by 
lot. No better scheme could have been devised for en-
suring the incapacity of a governing body. The crea-
ture of chance, without unity of purpose or experience, 
it was powerless in presence of the assembled people. 

Nor were its deficiencies supplied by any consider
able number of high officers, and official establishments, 
such as those which assisted in the government of Rome, 
and have been found indispensable in the States of 

I Thirlwall, HUt. iv. 227, 228; and authorities there cited. 
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CHAP. modern Europe. A general, or popular statesman., 
II. like Themistocles or Pericles, was able to dominate 

alike over the cOlmcil and the assembly, and to direct 
the policy of the State: but otherwise' the Athenian 
constitution ministered to popular imp~lse, and not to a 

. steady and consistent statecraft. 
fo~~~':i~ None of the measures of this period favoured the 
services. onward movement of democracy so much as the pay

ment of citizens for the discharge of their duties to the 
State. Payment .for public service was o~oinally un
known ~nong the Greeks. Even military service was 
performed gratuitously: duty and honour being its sole 
rewards. But when the Athenians found themselves 
constantly. engaged in war, or preparing for hostilities, 
such onerous duties could scarcely be exacted, or per
formed with alacrity, without assistance from the State, 
on whose behalf great personal sacrifices were required. 
Hence, in the time of Pericles, military pay was first 
introduced. l Public and political services in time of 
peace had also been lmpaid. Envoys to foreign States, 
indeed, were provided with the means of maintaining 
the dicrnity of their mission, but all the civil magis-o ~ 

trades were honorary. The only citizens who re-
ceived pay were the suhordinate officers, and servants 
of the greater functionaries of the State. 

The democratic party" lmder Pericles, could not 
fail to perceive that t.his principle discouraged the 
activity of the poorer citizens in public affi1its. A rich 
citizen needed no inducements but duty and ambition,. 
to take his part in the government of the State: but 
his poorer neighbours, though entitled to share equally 
in the democratic rule, were naturally restrained by 

1 Only 4 obols or Gd. a day; Curtius, Rist. ii. 447. 
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their poverty from a free exercise of their rights. These 
were at once the most numerous class, and formed the • party to whom the· democratic leaders looked for 
support. Every citizen, they argued, should be en-' 
couraged to concern himself with public affairs, for the 

. interest of the State, and to qualify himself for the 
duties of citizenship: otherwise the government of' a 
free-8tate wotud be monopolised by the rich. Accord-' 
ingly, to attain equality of rights and duties, it was 
contended ·that public services should be paid; and 
such payments were now introduced, first· for service 
in the popular judicature, which was becoming over-' 
.laden with business, and afterwards for attendance 
at the public assemblies. l Nor were there wanting 
specious reasons, at this .time. for remunerating the 
public services . ~f citizens. The business of the 
popular courts was extended by the enlargement of 
their jurisdiction, by the limitation of the powers of 
the magistrates, by' the li~igious spirit of the citizens, 
and, above all, by the assumption of supreme judicial 
authority over the.A.thenian allies. This accumulation· 
of important causes increased so much the labours of, 
the dicasts, that daily attendance was often required. 
and publio duties so onerous and constant, -it was said, 
,vere fairly entitled to compensation. 

The' principle of payment for public flervices, in 
time of peace, being thus admitted, it was readilyex., 
tended to attendance at the public assemblies.'. If 
citizens were to be paid for the performance of their 
duties as dicasts, why not when they served the State, 
by assisting at its political councils ~ If it could not 
be suffered that the judgment seat should be occupied 

1 Curtius, Hilt. ii. 448-402. 
VOL. J. G 
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by the rich alone, it was of the very essence of the 
democratic polity that the poor should freely share in 
th~ councils of the State, protect. their own interests, 
~d COlmteract the dangerous influence of the rich and 
powerful. Accordingly, on the motion of Callistratus, 
an ' obol 'was awarded for every attendance in the 
public assembly. A' drachm' was next given for at
tendance at the cOlmcil; and orators addressing th~ 
assembly, on behalf of the State, were also entitled to 
remlmeration.1 

Thus, step by step, payment .was extended to all 
public services; and the scheme of democracy was 
consummated. It was the right and duty 'of every 
citizen to sit upon the judgment seat, to adininister and 
to make the laws, and to determine all qu~stions 'affect
ing the welfare of the State.. In qualifying himself for 
these varied nmctions, the State, in whose serrice he 
laboured, undertook to indemnify him for personal sacri
fices. .The poor were at once enabled and encouraged 
to assume a forward place in public affairs; and demo-
cracy was henceforth in the ascenclant.2 • 

. Nor were these constitutional. changes ~he only con
cessions made by Pericles to democracy.. His rival 
Cimon was wealthy. and ml~ficent: he kept . open 
house; and distributed largesses among the poorer 
citizens. He devoted his own fortlme to secure the 
favour of the people towards himself. and the aristocratic 
party.. This was a form of bribery by Ito means llll
common at Athens; and was afterwards to be 'practised 
with far greater extravagance at Rome. But Pericles 
was neither able nor 'willing to waste his private ·for
tUlle incolmteracting the seductions of Cimon; and 

1 Curtius, Hid. of Gl"tffe, ii. 450-453. I Ibid. ii. 4118. . 
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proposed measures for providing subsistence and amuse- CHAP. 

ments to the poorer citizens, at the public expense. .' II. 

The limnificence of Cimon was eclipsed by the· prodi-
gality of the State.1 . But Pericles had higher aims than 
a party manreuvre, alkt the temporary favour' of the 
populace. If he was amliitious of personal power, 4e 
was yet more ambitious of the ascendency and glories 
of his country. He was resolved that Athens, should 
in war be the foremost State, by sea and land~ and in. 
'peace the metropolis of the arts. To train and.employ 
8eamen~ he kept sixty -galleys at sea, for eight inonths ; 2 

nnd in maintaining the efficiency of the fleet, he fOlma 
employment for numbers of the poorer class of citizens. 
IIe completed the fortifications of Athens, which had 
been planned' by Themistocles, and partly executed by 
Cimon. He restored the mined temples; and erected Public 

works at 
new temples of the grandest proportions, and the ~thllll!" 
noblest architectural designs. The Parthenon aro~e, 

"under his auspices, a model of beauty for all time. He 
built a' new theatre for the instmction and entertain-
ment of the people. The first architects, sculptors, and ' 
artists or Gr~ece were collected for building and: a~orn-
ing these noble edifices: encouragement was given to 
trade by the importation of the rare materials us'ed in 
their . constmction; and crowds of skilled artificers 

. 1. This poli~y WRs not orilrinated bY,Pericles. The earliest distribu
tion of public money among the citizens of Athens arose from the profits 
(If the sih'er mines of Lauriuni. These mines: being the property of the 
State, all citizens claimed to be their proprietors, and the surplus profits, 
when not requh-ed for other public objects, were accordingly divided among 
the citizens, and applied to public spectar.les, sacred processions, and 
dramatic entertainments. Themistocles obtained their consent to discon
tinue this practice.-Curtius, Hist. of Greece, "Tard's trans. ii. 230,231; 
1_10yd, Age of Pelicle~, ii. 09. 

2 Plut~rch (Pericl.), ii. 19. 

G 2 
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c~tP. were engaged in the costly work. In a few years, 
--.-"~ Pericles made Athens the fairest city of Greece; and 

the Athenians were justly proud of their capital. At 
the same time, this concentration of the arts, and of em
ployments, raised, to its highest pitch, the general pros
perity of the people.1 So noble an enterprise tran
scended any immediate considerations of policy. It 
served, indeed, to confirm the political ascem;J.ency of 
Pericles, and the popular party: but it made Athens 
the glory of her own citizens, the admiration of 
foreigners, and the wondering study of all ages. It 
extended the knowledge, cultivated the taste, and con-

The 
Theoricon. 

firmed the patriotism of the Athenians. 
But Pericles was not contented with the embellish-

ment of Athens. He had built a new theatre, and he 
resolved that it should be thrown Qpen to the people. 
Admission to theatrical representations had formerly 
been gratuitous: but this privilege had been withdrawn 
after the rebuilding Qf the theatre. The poorer citizens 
now complained that they could not afford the small 
price of their amusement; and Pericles, instead of 
restoring the old freedom of admission, provided for 
the distribution of money, out of the treasury, to indi
gent citizens, for the indulgence of their theatrical tastes. 
This recreation fund was known as the 'Theoricon.' Its 
botmty was not confined to the theatres, but extended 
to religious festivals, to processions, and other public 
celebrations. These, again, were increased in number 
and magnificence; and measures were taken for keep
ing down the price of corn. Pericles may be acquitted 
of any de~ign to corrupt the people, for party purposes. 
The public amusements, which formed part of the 

1 Plutarch (peric!.), ii. 23. 
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public life nt Athens, were at once religious and inte1:- 'bHAP. 
Iectual: they were associated with the worship of the .~ 
gods: they appealed' to the imagination and the taste 
'of the' citizens: they presented forms of grace and 
beauty: they inspired lofty and heroic thoughts: they 
stimulated the wit and subtlety of the Athenian mind. 
The cultivated taste of Pericles inclined him to en

'courage every form of art; and his political principles, 
'as a democratic statesman, dictated his present policy. 
While undermining the influence of his political rivals, 
and gratifying his own party, he was at the same time 
advancing the principles of a pure democracy. Accord
ing to the theory of this democratic State, all citizens 
enjoyed equal rights; and it was fitting that they should 
,be freely and independently exercised. If the poor 
could be blibed by the rich, their independence was for
feited, and the State was governed by the few, instead 

'of by the many. By the interVention of the State, a 
proper influence was now secured to the demos. Nor 
were the sovereign people slow to claim all the priVi-

'leges of n1lers.l They insisted that national celebra.
-tions. supported from the public treasury, should be 
<>pen to all citizens alike. The revenues of the State 
were derived from foreign tributes, and from taxes levied 
'llpon the Athenians. The former, were won by their 
valour, ~ the latter were paid directly by thems~lves. 
'They had paid for the adornment of the city, and they 
'enjoyed its porticoes and public gardens: they had paid 

, I. The distributions of money ~ere closely connected with the spirit 
of democracy in general. For, since in all Ststes the power of the ruler 
'is surrounded by a certain splendour of life, which also redounds to the 
crffiit of the entire State, in a democracy, the demos is, as a matter of 
fairness, entitled to share in this privilege of lwers.'-Ourtiu8, Hist. U. 
444. 
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CHAP •.. for its theatres and national festivaIS: why then should 
1,1. • any citizens be denied the enjoyment of the common 

Its evils. 

Commerce 
encouraged 
by Pericles. 

possessions and privileges of the entire community? 
But whatever justification may be found in the 

peculiar democracy of Athens,~ and the state of Athe
nian society, for so ultra-democratic a policy;. it was 
plainly opposed to aU reasonablq principles of govern
ment., Its worst evils were not disclosed lmtil after 
the- time of Pericles; but jt encouraged general cor~ 
nlption~ in a new form: it c1emoralised.society; and it 
was peculiarly injurious to a people so passionately fond 
of .amusement as the Athenians.1 

In reference' to the constitutional policy .of this 
period, it may be added that Pericles further promoted 
the ascendency of the democracy by favouring com
merce, and discouraging the landowners, who were the 
conservative power in the State.2 

Athenian . By these successive measures, the constitution of 
democracy. ' 

Athens became a pure democracy. All citizens were 
equal; and in war, in politics, and in judicature, the 
people were supreme. They were the 'only source of 
power: . all offices were open to them: the distribu
tion of offices by lot placed high nndlow upon a le'lel: 
payment for public services raised the' poor to an 
equality with the ,rich; and even' the public amuse
ments were free to all alike. It is the first' and most 
memorable example of a government in which popular 
power has been exercised directly, without any iuter-

• mediate 'governing authority. . 
So complete and direct was the sovereignty of th~ 

people, that ambassadors were received, not by any 
great officer of the State, but publicly by the assembly 

I See infra, p. 123. J Boeck, 300. 
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itself.l During the Persian war; the ambassadors of CHAP. 

Sparta were publicly received in the assembly, and told, ~ 
in the memorable wQrds of Aristides, 'that the people 
of Athens .would not, for an ,the gold either above or 
under ground, barter the liberties of Greece.' II The 435 B.C. 

rival enroy!! of Corinth and Corcyra appeared before 
the assembly and pleaded the claims of their respective 
States to the support of the Atheriians.3 And during 425 B. 

an armistice after the battle at PyIus, in 'the felopon-
ncsian war, the Spartans sent ambassadors to treat w.ith 
Athens, and were publicly heard by the assembly.' 
Philip of Macedon addressed a letter to the senate and 343 B,C. 

people' of Athen!!; and it was discussed in the senate 
and in the assembly. Thus even diplomacy-in modern 
times so secret and reserved-afforded occasions for the 
display of popular oratory in Greece. The assembly 
combined executive flllctions with powers of legislation 
and judicature.' It elected the civil and military officers 
of the State, and it determined questions of peace and 
war. ,It; range of powers and functions far exceeded 
that or" the~ciuse of Coinmons; and embraced some 

1 'In Greece it was the usual habit to transact diplomatic business, 
like other political matters, publicly before the governing number-the 
council, if. the conetitution happened' to be oligarchical-~he geneml 
assembly, if democratical.', And in this manner the ten Athenian 
envoys, including JEschines and Demosthenes, addressed Philip of 
Macedon.~rote, xi. 520. . 

I Plutarch (Aristid.), it 461. . 
, 8 'Thucydides, i; 31-44. The discussions which ensued present an 
early example ot an adjourned debate, the assembly having ,been twice 
held before a resolution was agreed to. Ambassadors were heard in the 
same manner by the assembly at Sparta, the Oonnthians and Athenians 
being 80 heard against each other.-Thucydides, i. 67-79. And, again, the 
Oorinthiane and other a.llies addressed the assembly before the commen{e
ment of the Peloponnesian wBt.-lbid. i. 119. 

4 Thucydides, iv.16-20. 
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CHAP. which are jealously excluded from the jurisdiction of 
II. th 

~, • -' at powerful body. 
Democratic Democratic in her own institutions, Athens also 
influence 
of Athena. favoured democracy in all her allied and subject States. 

Overthrow 
of the 
democmcv. 
411 B.c •• 

Sparta, in like manner, aided and encouraged oligarchies 
wherever her influence extended.1 

The democratic constitution, thus developed, con
tinued without a check for nearly a hundred years after 
the laws of Cleisthenes: when, at a critical period of 
the Peloponnesian war, it was suddenly overthrown by 
Antiphon, Peisander, and the oligarchic party. T"ne 
means by which this revolution was brought about 
afford a curious insight into the political and social 
condition of Athens, at that time. Before the assembly, 
Peisander urged the necessity for changes in the consti
tution: but he did not venture to propose them to so 
democratic a body, He sought to gain his ends by the 
secret agency of political associations, or clubs, which 
had long been familiar to the Athenians. Sl~ch associa
lions had given valuable aid to Cimon, to Pericles, and 
to Alcibiades. Some were organised for influencing the 
elections of magistrates, and for mutual support in the 
assembly, or dicasteries. These were generally of the 
aristocratic party, and threw themselves warmly into • 
the intrigues of Peisander, Antiphon, and his confede
rates. The most active of the party, in order to allay 
suspicion, openly discussed the necessity of some mode
rate constitutional reforms: _but in private they were 
conspiring to effect a coup (/ /date Anm:odes, a bold 
leader of the democratic party, was assassinated: other 
forward members of his party fell victims to the same 
ruthless conspiracy. _ The democrats quailed before the 

I Aristotle, Polito vii. 7. 
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dagger of the assassin: the plot was sowidespreart, and CHAP. 

its secrets so dark, that they knew not whom to trust; -~ 
and they were half prepared by intimidation to submit to 
the designs of their enemies, when the blow was struck. 
Antiphon, Peisander, and the aristocrats obtained a 
decree from the assembly changing the mode of electing 
magistrates, and substituting a new Council of Four 
lilUldred, for the existing Council of Five Hundred: 
limiting the franchise to five thousand citizens; and 
nholishing payments-for attendance at the assembly, and 
other civil functions. The new council was nominated 
by the conspirators -themselves; and the olel- council 
was ejected by force of arms. The Four Hundred at 
once assumed all the powers of the State, the five 
thousand citizens being altogether ignored. They eR
deavoured to complete the ruin of the democratic 
pm"ty, by executions, exile and imprisonment. .At the 
same time, active measures were taken, with indifferent 
success, to bring about an oligarchical revolution in all 
the subject and allied cities. But the rule of the oli-
garchs was short-lived. The fleet remained faithful to 
the popular cause: the army near Athens distmsted the 
designs of tne Four Hundred; and the citizens were 
-discontented with the usurpation of the oligarchs, and 
their own ~:x:cltision from power.1 

At an assembly, called by the democrats at the Overthrow 

P . ~. 
nyx,' the Four Hundred were deposed: the sovereIgn oligarchs. 

power was vested in five thousand citizens; and 
again payments in respect of all civil offices and func-
tions were condemned. The oligarchs were overthrown: 

1 Thucvd. viii. 64-72. 
II The Pnyx was the plMe appointed for the meeting of the asse,mbIJ •. 

ever since the expulsion of the tyrants.-
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Athens. 
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but the old democracy. was not yet restored. A 
limited constitution, distinguished by Aristotle as a 
polity, was established, for a time, comprising the upper 

. and middle classes o~y. Peisander and most of the 
leaders of. the oligarchy fled: but Antiphon and 
Archeptolemus were condemned to death, and their 
goods cqnfiscated. 

This restricted constitution, however, seems to have 
lasted little longer than the oligarchy which it had 
supplantetl; and the old democracy soon recovered its 
dominion. It used its powers with a lenity ~hich put its 
aristocratic rivals to shame. But national disasters were 
impending, which were to cast down Athens from her 
ascendency among nations, to cripple the liberties of 
her citizens,and to demoralise her people. 

The long Peloponnesian war closed in nUn to the 
Athenian arms. The fleet was captlired by the Spartans: 
3000 prisoners were put to death: the proud capital 
was forced to surrender to the Spartan general Ly
sander; and ,imperious Athens was compelled to be
come a member of the hated Spartan confederation. The 
glories of Athens had culminated; and were henceforth 
destined to decline. Since the constitution of Cleis
thenes, more than a hundred years had passed; and 
they were the most glorious epoch in the history of the 
Athenian commonwealth.1 But there were yet some 
brilliant days in store for her; and we must follow her 
history rapidly to its close. 

For the present her forttmes were low indeed. Her 
territory had been wasted by the enemy: the tribute 

1 • The one century of AthenilUl greatness, from the expulsion of the 
tyrants to the defeat of Aigospotamos (508-405 1I.e.) is worth millenniUlll 
of the liCe of Egypt or Assyria.'-FreemlUl·s Hidt. of Fed. Gout. 52. 
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of aubject cities was no longer poured into her treasury: . CHAP: 

her fortifications were in ruins: her fleet was disabled. -!!:.
by defeat, and laid prostrate. lwder' treaty: her COIll-

merce was imp.aired: her people were impoverished. 
N atiQnal humiliation before the conqueror was not. i;~.J::.rty 

all that the Athenians were called upon to endure. At 
the dictation of. Lysander, their cherished constitution 
w~s again overtlu.-own; and all the powers of the State 
were vested in a COlwcil of Thirty-soon to be branded 
as the Thirty. Tyrants. ~heir Spartan sympathies were 
shown by their efforts to cripple the power of Athens; 
alId .with the ~id of Spartan troops they revelled in a 
merciless proscription of Athenian citizens. Executions, 
con~scations,. exile and imprisonment marked their 
rule, The richest citizens were marked out for destruc-
tion, not. for their crimes, but for their wea~th. The 
chief author of this execrable proscription. was. Critias, 
a scholar and Ii gentleman, of the highest birth, anel 
many accomplishments: but cold-blooded and inexor-
able in. his determination- to trample upon the demo-
cracy. All. the citizens were disarmed, except the 

. knights, and a chosen body. of three thousand, who could 
be relied on. Even pe~ceful foreign merchants at. the 
Pirrous, who had taken no part in politics, were sacri-
ficed for the sake of plunder.' Hundreds of citizens 
and foreigners fied for their lives, and were. pursued 
into other lands by their,ruthless persecutors. Nor was 
this proscription confined to Athenians: but three hlW-
dred citizens of Eleusis and Salamis were brollght to 
Athens, and publicly executed. It was said that the 
Thirty , had shed more Athenian blood in eight months, 
than the Peloponnellians in ten years of war.' 1 Such 

1 Inodorus,xiv. 33. 
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CHAP. . monstrous crimes could not long be perpetrated with 
II. • 

--.---. Impunity. Thrasybulus, a banished citizen, raised an 
armed force at Thebes, and marched upon Athens, to 
rescue his fellow-citizens from their oppressors. Critias 
fell in battle; and the Thirty were deposed. Their 
place was supplied by a Council of Ten. one being 
taken from each tribe. But as this council was fOlmd 
to continue the repressive policy of the Thirty, Thrasy
bulus pursued his armed opposition: the citizens 

Democracy flocked to his standards; and after a further interven
again re-
stored. tion of the Spartans, under Pausanias, the Ten were 

Decline of 
the ascen
denevof 
Atheru.. 

overthrown, and the old democracy was again restored. 
And it must be recorded to its credit, that mercy and 
not vengeance distinguished its return to power. The 
oligarchs had been bloodthirsty, rapacious, and unjust: 
the restored democracy, with noble moderation, . pro-
tected its enemies by an amnesty.l 

The political ascendency of Athens over other Greek 
States now gave way to the harsh domination of Sparta. 
Another half-century of brilliant inQependence, how
ever, was still allotted to her: her maritime power was 

B.>S B.C. greater than ever; and at one time, she recovered a 
commanding position in Greece. But her power was 

3.'i5 n.c.greatly reduced by the social war; and Thebes, lmder 
the guidance of Epaminondas, acquired, at once, her 
greatest freedom and her highest military and political 
supremacy. 

Drief 
.:"eteh of 
AtheninD 
i1istury. 

Throughout this period, the'democratic constitution 
of Athens was maintained; and though her· fOltunes 
were less exalted, and her domestic institutions were' 
deteriorated, the genius of the Athenians maintaiited 
its pre-eminence. When the independence of Greece 

I Thucydides, n. 30 j Xenophon, IIell. ii. 43 j Grote, viii. 411-416.. 



FALL OF THE ATHENIAN DElfOCRACY. 93 

was threatened by Philip; and Aiexander of Macedon, CHAP. 

the eloquence of Demosthenes surpassed all. former II. 

examples oC Greek oratory. 1Eschines was second only 
to' Demosthenes himself. This period of decline was 
also made illustrious by the genius of Plato, Aristotle, 
and Xenophon. 

But the days of her greatness and of her freedom 
were numbered. She fell, not from internal dissensions, 
nor from the failure of her democratic institutions, but 
lmder the overpowering military force of Macedon. 
Alexander trampled upon Greece; and a few years 

Conquest of 
Greece bv 
Macedon. 
336 B.C. 

later Athens was required by Antipater to renOlmce her i~ec:,t;:e 
democratic constitution, and not only to disfranchise, democracy. 

but to banish her poorer citizens. No less than 12,000 322B.C. 

of her 21,000 citizens were driven into exile.! Her 
patriots and statesmen fell under Macedonian vengeance. 
The great orator who had warned his countrymen 
against the ambition of Philip and Alexander lived to 
see the degradation of his cOlmtry; and was slain by 
Macedonian foes whom he had denounced. The once 
free people of Athens and of Greece became the servile 
subjects of Macedonian satraps. Their fair cities were 
garrisoned by foreign troops:. their national spirit was 
subdued; and their genius sickened and died out. The 
glories of Greece faded with its freedom·.~ 

I Grote, Kist. xii. 436; Thirlwall, Kist. vii. 209. 
• Grote sl10ys the close of the generation contempo1'!1l'Y with Alexanderis 

, the epoch, Crom whence dates not only the extinction of Grecian politicel 
freedom and self-action, but also the decey of productive genius, and the 
. debasement of that COll8Ullllllllte literary and rhetorical excellence which 
the fourth century D.C. had seen exhibited in Plato and Dem08thenes! 
-Hist. xii. 661. 
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BEVIEW OJ!' ATB:XnAN DEllOCRA.CY-1TS ~OYSPIcu'OUS lIERITS AND DEPECl'B 

-PUBLIC SPIRIT OJ!' TRB ATRBlOA.."B--ORA.TORY-cuLTURB-LlUDBRS 

AND DRllA60GUES--ATlI:IDo-:lAli J!'RA.N~ATB:BYS AS A STATB-roDi:

CATURB-PUBLIC Alll:5EllE.~RRl:1'TlOY A..~ DEGmiERACY.-TKB 

AClIllAli LBAG~REE][ COLOYIES. 

CHAP. lli VlXG closed this sketch of the fortunes of Athens, 
Ill. and her democracy, we may here briefly review the 

Ileview of kin f h d " "." . d 
Athenian ·wor goer emocratic constJ.tution, Its ments an 
democracy. defects, its glories, its vices, and its degeneracy. , 

During the period in which Athens was governed by 
a democracy, are recorded ller greatest material 'pros
perity, her most brilliant achievements in war, her 
ascendency among. the States of Greece, her ablest 
generals and statesmen, her-most fmnous orators, phi
losophers, and historians, the highest development of 
her literature ancl. arts, and the most extended cultiva
tion of her people. Within this period are' comprised the 
proudest memories 8.1ld monuments of Athenian history. 

Xlltionnl Many causes contributed to this me1110rable result . 
• nli~hten- • -d f" I 
IIlcnt and First, there was a comCI ence 0 natlOna enlightel1-. 
freedum. All h "al ment and of freedom. t e SOCI, customs of the 

Greeks, as we have ah-eady shown, had been, for cen
huies, advancing their education. Nothing had been 
wanting to this eml, in an age when printing was un-
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known, and even writing was little practised; and thus CHAP. 

the people were gradually' trained to self-government. ". Il,I. .. 

The memory of phst misrule and oppression led them 
to vulue every successi'\"e extension of their privileges: 
)\"hile intellectual culture had prepared them for their 
j lldidous exercise. When every citizen found himself 
a member of the body' politic, he was filled with self-
res~t, and fired with sentiments of national union, 
prowess and ~lory. The. people were themselves the W.,,!like 

State. They went forth armed to fight their cOlmtry's !~~ 
battles, with an the energy of a single will ; and, strange 
as it may seem, they showed rare discrimination in the 
choice of generals. Among their elected generals at 
:Marathon, were Miltiades, Themistocles, and Aristides. 
It wus to men of noble birth t~at the people generally 
turned, as leaders in the field of battle. The demos was 
j~alous of any authority but its own: but to its generals 
it confided more power than it was willing to yield to 
any civil magistrate. The ten generals superseded the Fifth cen

archons in civil, no less' than in military ~ functions.1 tory B.c.. 

Herodotus, in a well-known passage, has borne witness 
to the extraordinary impulse gh'en by freedom to the 
:warlike spirit of the Athenians :~' The Athenians while 
llilder a tyrant, were notsuperiorin war to any of their 
s1lITounding neighbours: but so soon as they got rid of 
their tyrantsi became by far the first bf all. These things 
show that, .while kept down by one man, they were 
slack and. timid, like men working for a master: but 
when they were liberated, every single man became 

. eager in exertions for his own benefit.' 2 

I Freeman, HMt. of Fed. GOL't. 285. See also p. 300 for some 
instructive illustrations of the gradual separation of the civil and military 
functions. 

S IIerodotus, v. 78. Mr. Grote's translation has been cited j Hi8t. iv. 
238. 
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This warlike energy was conspicuous in the battles 
of Marathon, Salamis, Platrea, and Mykale,l which 
placed the Athenians at the head of the Greek States. 
Democracy suited the genius of the Athenians, and thus 
encouraged their warlike spirit. But we must guard 
ourselves against any general inference in favour of de
mocracy as producing superiority in war. The Spar
tans, without freetlom, were not less eminent in valour 
and in military prowess, and they mai~tained their 
nscendency for a much longer period. And all the 
Greek States, whether free or not, were ev~ntually. to 
succumb to the Macedonian kings. Any national senti
ment, or prejudice, has sufficed to arouse the warlike 
instincts of mankind. Loyalty, fanaticism,. hatred, and 
greed of plunder have made good soldiers of most 
races, in all ages of the world, and lmder every form of 
government. In Athens and in other fr~e States, the 
warlike spirit has naturally been most active when the 
greatest confidence and union of sentiment animat~(l 
the people and their rulers. 

It was the duty of every citizen to fight for his 
country; and a standing army, in time of peace, being 
inconsistent with the freedom of a democracy, was not 
maintained by the Greek States. A~ Argos an armed 
force, called 'the Thousand,' overthrew the democracy 
and established an oligarchy.2 Even in time of war, 
no troops received any pay at Athens, except foreign 
mercenaries, lmtil Pericles introduced the payment of 
citizens who served as soldiers.s 

1 Justice, however, must be done to SplU'ta. Athens won Marathon 
alone, Salamis with Sparta, having the principal part, Platres with 
Sparta, the latter having the first honours, l\Iykale also with Sparta, 
Athens bearing oft'the principal honours. 

I Thucydides, v. 81; Arist. Polit. v. 4 i Boeck,283. 
s Doeck, 272 i Buprll 80. 
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Athens became so frequenl1y engaged in wars, that CHAP. 

they could scarcely have been earned on by tmpaid ~ 
forces; and after the Peloponnesian war, the Athenian 
dtizens beco.me less willing to risk their own lives in 
battle. They. had become' addicted to the arts. and 
luxuries of peace, and gladly fotmd substitutes. The 
same change also caine over the spirit of the Spartans. 
Mercenary soldiers were multiplied in the time of De- 3G8 B.C. 

mosthenes; and the decay of military ardour, among 
the Greeks of the Peloponnesus, favoured the designs of 
Philip of Macedon. The new military system not only 
tended to lower the courage and patriotism of the Athe-
nians, but led t~ scandalous corruption: the generals 
lived in splendour anc11uxury, and soldiers were charged 
to the State, ,,·ho had never served in the field. The 
~ame frauds w~re practised in the naVy.l 
. With that vigour in war which distinguished Athens, Pol~t!co.t 

. h b 1 'h ... f activity of 
ill er est (ap, t ere grew up a .passlonate spmt 0 ~e Athe-

patriotism ill civil affairs. Every man accoun.ted the mans. 

interests and honour of his country as his own. No 
sacrifice was too· great for the service of the State. And 
this patriotic zeal was accompanied by an extraordinary 
activity In public affairs. In the senate, the . ecclesia, 
and the dicasterythere was a constant contention of 
rival orators. Every citizen was at once a politician 
and a juryman: his voice was to be heard everywhere: 
the business of 'the State was transacted in the streets 
and in the market-place. To our modern conceptions, 
nothing but confusion and tumult could . be expected 
from such a system of government, which must, indeed, 
be regarded fiS a political phenomenon. Athens, how-
ever, was a small city compared with European capitals 

1 Boeck, 292. 
YOLo I. H 



98 

CHAIi'. 
III. 

-.,. .. 

FlInerru 
oration of 
l'ericles: 

GREECE. ' 

o~ the present day: it <!ould rarely have assembled 
greater number of Citizens than we are. accustomed t, 
see, in England, gathered at a pUblic meeting: the issue 
placecl before them were g~n~raJly simple; and the: 
were guided to their determinations by the ablest states 
men, and most consummate orators of tlieir age. 

Some striking passages in tij.e noble funeral oratio] 
qf .Pericles, in the first y.ear of the Peloponnesian WaJ 

exhibit the zeal and ju~lgment with ~hich the Athenian 
exercised their privileges. 

, 'Ye are ..the only people,' he said, 'that consider the mal 
who takes no part. in public afi'air/i, not as UIJ.officious, but a 
useles~ ; ~nd we ourselves judge rightly of measures, if we d 
not originate them.' . '. 

And again :-. . . 
"Ye always hear and pronounce on public matters, whe: 

discussed by our leaders, or perhaps strike out for ourselve 
correct reasonings about them: far from accounting discus 
"ion' an impediment to actio~, we complain only if we ar 
not told what is to be done, before it· becomes our duty to d, 
it. For, in truth, we combine in the most remarkabl 
manner these two qualities,-extreme boldness in executioIJ 
with full debat~ beforehand, on that which we are goin, 
about: whereas,. with others ignorance alone imparts bold 
ness, debate introduces hesitation.' 1 • ' 

It may be' said that this speech was not withou 
.flattery to the Athenians, . to whom it· was addressed 
but its gene~al.truth is attested by their history. An« 
how rare a picture it prese-,nts of a free Stat~, in ancien 
times I Popular self-government, freedom of sp~ech 
cautious deliberation, bold execution: JVhat more coul« 
b3 said of the most free and well-ordered States of ou 
own age :. of England, or of America ~ 

I Thueydides, ii. 34.-46 j Grote, Hm. vi. 190. 



ATHENIAN ',LEADERS. 

The men who aspirOO to lead the Athenians, resorted CHAP., 

to the popular arts which have, in all ages, been used .....!!!:
to influence the multitude. Some, like Themistocles, ~::.an 
at one time, and Alcibiades a~ another, sought to dazzle 
them by display, and py cOlu-teous intercourse with the 
citizens: otberg, like 'Aristides and Pericles, were con-

'tent to lead them by calm judgment, and the mastery 
of persuasive eloqllEmce. ,Pericles was the true type of 
a Gre~k leader--soldier;statesman, and orator, Under 
his rule, the democracy was instinct witJt, the genius 
and will ofa single mind,l And. so long as the f01;tunes 
of ' the republic' were in, the ascenda,nt, the Athenians 

,displayed a remarkable constancy to, the cOlllsels of 
their lenders. It has been said, indeed, that the demo~ 
cratic forms· of Athens, and other Greek republics, were 
deceptive, the real power o( the State being always in' 
the hands pf a few leading men : 2 but is not this ever 
the case, uuder all institutions? The Jews were led' 
by the~ prophets: the Greeks by their generals, orators, 
and statesmen: the English are 100 by their public 
men, their political parties, and their newspapers. The 
Athenians were persuaded by the' oratory, or led by the 
arts of able and ambitious ?-tizens: but the real power 
of the people was often showq by the disgrace and exile 
of fheir foremost,men, and by the passionate impulses 
by which their government .was swayed. 

The A.thenians, notwithstanding their democratic Inflnence 
.. al .1 highl h' I . h of birth.. ~pmt, v ueu rr y t e c aInlS of birt and ancestry. 

1 'Pericles, indeed, by his rank, ability, and known integrity, was en
abled to exercise an independent control over the multitude-in short, to 
lead them instead of being led by them.' "Vhat was nominally a demo
(lI'acy, became, in his hands, govermnent by the first citizen.'-Thucyd. 
ii.66. 

• Draper, Intellectual}'rogl'tU in EUI'ope, i. 127. 
H 2, 
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GREECE. 

To gain influence with the' people, popular leaders 
claimed a descent fl.'Om Hercules or Ajax; and relied 
upon their pedigree, no less than upon their gracious 
manners, to become the spoiled favourites of the popu
lace. l Accor&ng to the theory o~ the Athenian laws, all 
citizens were equal, but birth and wealth were generally 
able to maintain their ascendency. Most of the eminent 
men who TIlled the State-:-Solon, Cleisthenes, Pericies, 
and Alcibiades-were of noble birth. The highest'offices 
of the commQnwealth were divided among the'Eupatrid 
families. Rarely were fleets and armie~ commanded by 
any but men of gentle blood. Never was aristocrat 
more insolent or audacious than Alcibiades: yet, for 
some time, he was the idol of the people. 

A change, however, in the birth and pretensions of the 
democratic leaders, is observable in the course of the Pelo
ponnesian war. The' demagogues' who obtained in. 
fhlence at this- time--Cleon, Cleophon, and others-were 
of a lower social station than the statesmen who ruled 
Athens from the days of Solon to those of Pericles. 
Many of these inen were bold, capab,1e, and eloquent 
leaders: but their want of birth was a continual occa
sion for reproach; and t~eir merits received scant 
justice from their political opponents, or the aristocratic 
historians of their time. The aristocratic reactions o~ 
this period, and the general disparagement of th~ 
'demagogues,' attest the continued influence of thJ 
higher classes, in Athenian society and politics.2 

1 Lloyd, Age of Pel"'lcle~, i. 216. 
S Aristotle denounces demagogues 88 the' pests of democracies '-' cori 

rupting the multitude by indulgence, and exasperating the rich bli 
agl'Lrian laws and the weight of public burthens, until necessity cOlllpe~ 
them to resist oppreEsion by force.'-Polit. book TH. ch. 5. 
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The earlier leaders of the Athenians had been at once CHAP. 

generals and statesmen: military and political power _1.,..II_. -

being united in the same persons. Miltiades, Aristides, 
Themistocles .and Pericles, led Athenian armies to·· 

. battle, and guided the cotmcils of the assembly. They 
,represented the executive power, of the State. But 
when mercenaries began to take the place of citizen
soldiers, and professional generals to supersede the old 
type of Greek military leaders, the ,men who exer
cised influence in the assembly had no other connec
tion with the State, and were stigmatised as dema
gogues. In this sense, however, such eminent citizens 
as Callistratus and lEschines, and even Demosthenes 
himself, were demagogues. In the political life of 
Athens there ,was room for statesmen, orators and 
patriots, as well ali f?r the lower race of adventurers, 
who traded upon the passions and prejudices of the 
people. And in the contentions of the oligarchic and 
popular parties, democratic leaders were 'necessary for 
the protection of the people against the dangerous 
combinations of then- political enemies. Without their 
counsels, the popular constitution could not have been 
maintained. 1 Every free State has had its demagogues: 
some have been patriots: some mischievous knaves: 
but both have been confounded in one common 
censure, by the anti-popular party, whom they have 
resisted and provoked. History may discern their re
spective claims to approbation or reproach: but good 
and bad demagogues are as inseparable from a republic, 

1 According to Grote, ' they formed the vital movement of all that was 
tutelary and public-spirited in democracy. Aggressive in respect tAl 
official delinluents, they were defensive in respect to the public, and the 
eonstitution.'-H.st. of Greece, viii •. 58. ' 
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as are gDDd and bad princes and cOlUlcillDrs frDm a 
mDnarchy. 

With the growing fO'rtunes Df demO'cracy, O'ratO'ry 
became a PO'Pular study;and was taught by prO'fessiO'nal 
rhetO'rs and sDphists. l DisputatiO'n became at O'nce the 
business and the pleasure O'f all cultivated and aspiring 
citizens. Whether aiming at the distinctiDns O'f public 
life, 0'1' preparing fO'r the defence Df their O'wn rights, O'r 
seeking instmction in philO'SO'phy and intellectual ac
cO'mplisp.ments, the YOlUlg' citizens' O'f Athens eagerly 
SD1.1ght instmctiDn in dialectics. It were beside O'ur pur
pDse to' inquire intO' the mO'ral effects O'f the teaching O'f 
the SO'phists; which O'ffended the. religiDus sentiments 
and .sO'cial prejudices O'f many O'f their cO'ntempDraries. 
Bnt it is certain that their influence was great in stimu
lating the natural dispDsitiDn of the Athenians' fQr 
public life. They swelled the crQwds in the assembly 
and the dicasteries; and diminished the number Qf 
, silent members.' The yOlUlg men whO' .had learned t() 
argue and to' refute O'PPQnents, flQcked to' the assembly 
to' display their rhetQric; anc1as disputatiQn rather 
than the pursuit Qf tmth had been the O'bject O'f their 
studies, it is nQt imprQbable that-like aspiring YQuths. 
fresh from Qur mQdern . debating sQcieties":::"'they may 
ha,-e exhibited mQre rhetQrical skill than depth of 
reasQning. . Their fQrwardness and flippancy were 
satirised by AristQphanes: but we must nQt cQndemn 
such failings with tDQ much severity. Public life was 
at once the duty and the ambitiQn Qf the Athenians. 
Were they to' train themselves fQr their prQper fi.lllC-

1 I Antiphon was the first person who wrote speeches fO,r money, and 
'\'\'1\8 paid highly for thelll.'-Boeck, Public Ee. of Atlll'7I$, 122. 

I See Grote, Hist. ch. xlvi. j Thirlwall, Hist. iv. 269. 
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tions: or to appear before their fellow-citizens awkward CHAP. m. 
and unskilful? If they trained'themselves for the chari,ot ---..-....-' 
race, and for wrest~g, why'not for the higher art 
of oratory? Their conceit;.maJ have been encouraged: 
but conceit has ever been one of the strongest induce-
mentlJ to engage in the trials and sacrifices of politics; 
and is not incompatible with the highest public j 

virtues. Many' of t~e popular orators may have been 
justly exposed to ridicule: but where, in the hiitory of 
the world, shall we find so high a general standard of 
oratory, in assemblies of the people, as that for which 
the Athenians were distinguished above all their con-
temporaries P . 

But far above the range of ol'Clinary rhetoric, Oratory a 

ul . d fi lik . fine art. orator;y was c tlvllte as a ne art, e poetry, PaJll.t-
ing, sculpture, music and acting. I • It was 'studied, pre
pared, fashioned, and perfected with the care and .prac .. 
tised skill of ·the artist. The oration was the cherished 
form -of intellectual exp,ression; and even ess,ays and 
pamphlets, :never designed to h.e spoken, were written 
in the guise of sp'eechest by !socrates, Antiphon, 
.Andocides, and other D;l.asters of the rhetorical art.2 

And in this manner, without the aid of printing, public 
opinion was formed by the circulation of written ad
dresses to the people. The Greeks had been trained, 
from early times, to high conceptions of the graces of 
public speaking: oratory and debate had attained the 
highest excellence in th~ Homeric poems; 3 the taste for .. 

I Jebb, Attic OratOl'8, Intr. lxxi. . 
II Ibid.; Curtius, Hilt. iv. 14, v. 173, 174. ' 
9 "When we find these speeches in Homer, we know that there must 

have been men who could speak them: so from the existence of units 
who could apeak them, we know that there must have been crowds who 
coli'.d feel thew.'-Gladstone, Studies on HOllier, iii. 107. 
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rhetoric had been kept alive by recitations of poetry; 
and where political and forensic oratory was encouraged 
by free institutions, they exacted finished and artistic 
performances. It was -not so much by close reasoning, 
that orators sought to convince their audience, as by 
appeals to their passions, . their interests, their pre
judices, and them.national pride.1 But their speech was 
ever moulded in artistic forms, UI.;d designed to pro
duce the most striking effects at~ainable by art. 

Another characteristic of this democracy was an 
lmprecedented freedom of speech,2 to which every in
.stitution and social custom of the Athenians contri
bnted. In the assembly, they discussed all measures 
affecting the welfare . of the State, and heard the· im
passioned addresses of contending orators. ~n the 
dicasteries, generals and public men were fiercely ac.
cused" and bokUy defended. In private life, disputation 
was encouraged by philosophers, rhetors,. and dialec
ticians: learned dialogues were eagerly listened to: 
the profOlmdest problems in ethics were debated by.the 
disciples of different schools .of philosophy. Wherever 
cultivated Athenians met, they reasoned, and disputed., 

1 Ar:stotle, Rhet. i .• 2, &c.; Ilume's Essay, Of Eloquence j Lord 
Brougham's Eloquence of the Ancients. According to Mr. Froude, 'The 
brilliance of omtory is, at all times, and from the very nature of the art; 
in the inverse ratio. of the truth contained in it.'-Froude's Z"elmul, ii. 
329. 

8 In the time of Solon the Atheni,tns passed a decl"ee' that no one, 
under pain of death, should, either by speech or writing, persuade the 
city to assert its right to the island' of Salamis: but Solon contrived to 
obtain the repeal of this decree.-Plutarch (Life of Solon), i. 227. Ac
COl'ding to Pericles: 'Far from exercising a jealous surveillance over 
each other, we do not feel called upon to be angry with our neighbour for 
doing what he likes, or even to indulge in those injurious -Ioo~s which 
cannot fail, to be offensive, although they inflict no pesitive penalty.'
Thucyd. ii. 38. 
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Hence, freedom of speech was the' natural growth of CHAP. 
ilL 

Athenian life. Th,e licenSe of public discussion was -.... ---,.-
conspicuous in the libels tolerated pn the stage. . The 
most powerful men in the State-even Pericles, lrim
selfJ-,.were daily exposed .10 ridicule and contumely. 
,Cleon was libelled. by Aristophanes, in the ' Knights,' 
and Socrates caricatured in the ' CloucJa.' Such .satires 
were approved by the ,plaudits of the audience.' A re
markable toleration" o( obtloxious opinj.ons w~ also 
gencrally displayed by the A!henians. There was no 
uttempt to enforce uniformity of thought; and the 
widcst diversity of speculations was allowed, upon moral, 
and political theories. Socrates was at once an example 
of this toleration, and -a memorable illustration of its 
breach. For thirty years he .had discoursed freely 
upon religion, ethics and politics: .his. doctrines were 
such as, in later. times: would have been denounced as 
heresies: his scornful views of the democracy were 
not0l10uS : .his argumentative' triumphs and sarcasms 
had provoked many enmities: yet'-it was not until .the 
Thirty had overthrown the democracy that he .was for-
bidden to teach. At length, under the restored demo- 899 B.C. 

cracy, he was accused of in'eligion, and of con-upting 
the youth of Athens. Notwithstanding the pr~judices 
raised against him and his fearless defence, he was nearly 
acquitted; and had he not mocked, his judges, and 
courted death, hi!! life would certainly have been 
spared. Yet was he unjustly condemned: he died the' 
victim of prejudice aI\d intolerance; 'and his death was 
a stain upon the judicature of his country. But we must 

I Plutarch, Life of Pericles. 
2 'The privileges of the mask were much larger than those of the cap 

and bells &Dlong our ancestors.'-Thirlwall, Hm. iii. 39. 
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CHAP. not forget the age in which his lot was cast. In what 
HI. th ' 

-...--- 0 er State would he have so long~njoyed impunity? 

The 
Drama. 

Music. 

Ideal oIa 
Greek edu
cation.: 

What king br oligarchy would have suffered him to 
impugn the national faith, or to ,deride the laws? And 
what was the fate' of heretics, in Christendom, for six
teen centuries after Christ had taught the' purest 
doctrines of justice and mercy? There was far more 
toleration in Pagan Athens, than in Christian Spain. 

While the.public life·of the. Athenians' thus stimu
lated every intellectual faculty, their taste was no less 
cultivated by art, and by the elegances of a refined 
society. 

First among their pleaSUres was the theatre. In 
the fifth century B.C. the dratna arose as a distinct 
branch of poetry. First tragedy, and then comedy, was 
cultivated. What·nobler studies tould be offered to 
an intellectUal people than the h-agedies of...Eschylus, 
Sophocles, and Euripides! ~What more exciting amus~ 
ment than the trenchant satirical comedies of Aris
tophanes ! So much were these entertainments prized, 
that, ns we have seen, the State· distributed money to 
the poorer citizens to enable them to pay the price of 
admission. ' 

Nor should we omit" to mention their study, of 
music, which, according to the Greeks, inCluded not 
only the musical art, but reading and elocution l----.-aC

complishments essenti~ to public life and to the re~ed 
enjoyments of society, and sadly neglected in the edu-
cation of most modern States. ' 

The ideal of a Grecian' education, according to 
Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle. combined bOdily 
strength and activity, study, and eloquence-the quali-

1 Grote, Hist. viii. 477 i and see Doeck, ch. xii. 
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ties of the athlete. the soldier, the scholar and the 
orator.1 And these accomplishments were brought 
into constant activity by the pursuits and habits of 
Athenian life. . 
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CRAP. 
III. 

With these VariC)1,lS' means of· education, the in- Athenian 

tellectual powers and activity of the Athenians attained culture; 

an extraordinary development. Without the aid of 
printing. with little assistance -even from. writing, they 
acquired, bY,free converse o.inon~ themselves, by the 
teaching of philosophers, by the contemplation of 
works of art, by the theatre, by the public games and 
festivals~ and above all by the active duties of free 
citizens, a rare and general cultivation.! 

So far the aspect& of Athenian democracy assume a Athens as" 

dazzling brilliancy: but tnlth demands a less flattering State. 

view of some of its features. The admiration with 

I Grote, xi. 371-374. 
V I In the pregnant words of Macaulay,' the AthenIan might pass every 
morning in conversation with Socrates, and might hear Pericles speak 
four or five times every month. He saw the plays of Sophocles and 
Aristophanesj he walked amidst the friezes of Phidias and the paintings 
of Zeuxis : he knew by heart the choruses of JEschyl\ls: he heard the 
rhapsodist at the corner of the street reciting the shield. of Achilles or 
the death of Argus: he was a legislator, conversant with high questions 
of alliance, revenue, and war: he was a soldier, trained under a liberal 
and generous disoipline: he was a judge, compelled every day to weigh 
the effect of opposite argnmentll. These things were in themseh'es an 
education-an education emine!ltIy fitted, not, indeed, to form exact or 
profound thinkers, but to give .quickness to the perceptions, delicacy to 
the taste, fluency to the expression, 'and politeness to the mll:nners.'
EBBaYI, i. 401 (Doswell's 'Life of JohnsoI1"). In the opinion of John Stuart 
lIIill, 'Notwithstanding the defects of· the social system and moral 
ideas of antiqnity, the practice of the dicastery and the ecclesia raised 
the intellectual standard of an average Athenian citizen far beyond any
thing of which there is yet an example in any other mass of men, ancient 
or modern.'....:.R"PI'. GOt1-. 67. And Mr. Freeman says:-'There has 
never been another political society in the world, in which the 8.nmge 
of the individual citizen stood so high as it did under the Athenian 
democracy, in the days of its greatness.'-Comp. Pol. 94. 
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which the genius of the Greeks has filled all classical 
scholars, is apt to arotlse an undue enthusiasm for 
their institutions: but an impartial survey of Athens, 
as a State, may modify our estimate of its pretensions. 

First, we must not overlook the smallness of Athens 
as a State. This circumstance, far from being a dis
pm:agement of the individual citizen, gave him oppor
tmuties for political training, which are denied to the 
citizens of larger States. l Nor does it detract from the 
rare distinction of t.he State itself. It only raises our 
wonder that so small a commonwealth should have 
occupied so conspicuous a place in tp.e· history of the 
world. Not all the vast empires of the East; not even 
the European empires of Charlemagne and Chm:les V., 
have left annals so ~emorable, or are associated with 
names so illustrious, as this single city, with a few 
square miles of territory, in '.a corner of the Greek 
peninsula. At the same time, it is necessary for main
taining the due proportions of history, to remember 
that in population Attica was about equal to Liver
pool; 2 and in wealth and resources was not to be com
pared with that flourishing commercial port. 

If we compare the government of a single city with 
that of a great cOlmtry-like England-comprising 
many cities fm' larger than Athens, with extended terri
tories, vast populations, and multiplied interests, we can
not but feel that the ~enius of the Athenians has 
accustomed us to f9TIn too high a conception of their 

1 'In the old demo~ra.cies there were no llleans of keeping out of'sight 
anv able man: the bema was open to him; he needed nobody's consent 
to 'become a public adviser.'-Mill, Rfpr. Got't. 148. . 

~ The population of Attica was about half a million; that of Liverpool 
iu lSil was 403,405, and now exceeds 500,000. 
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political greatness. They were members of a city com
munity, not of a nation. They were strangers to the 
wider duties, sympathies, and responsibilities of a great 
nationality. Petty warfare took the place of peaceful 
association and national unity. The kindred· races, 
with whom they should have been united by the closest 
ties of a common nationality, they treated as -enemies-
made war upon. them by sea and land, and laid them 
under tribute. 

]09 

CHAP. 
III. 

I ". 

But small as was the State, the assembly was far Rudeness 
~ ful 1 rr • d lib . Lik ofits fonn too great lor care ane ellectlve e eratlOn. e of govem-

an English meeting, they might have given fair expres- ment. 

sion to public opinion: but in Athens they resolved 
absolutely, and without appeal, questions of peace and 
wnr, of life and death, of banish~ent and confiscation. 
In England, a meeting is summoned to support some 
well-known and declared opfnions. to hear orators who 
are all of one mind, and to agree to simple and definite 
resolutions. . If men of different opinions find their 
way into the meeting, they fail to obtain a hearing: 
dissension obstmcts further deliberation; and . the 
meeting is closed in confusion and uproar. But in the 
Athenian assembly every opinion was represented, rival 
orators addressed the assembled multitude, and to their 
determination were referred issues as grave as any sub-
mitted to chosen senates or 'par~aments. ·Whatever 
the genius of the Athenians, su~h an. institution as the 
Ecclesia was an ill-contrived inst~ument of popular 
gowrnment. 

But it is said that their rar~ political education 
qualified. them to decide on these momentous questions. 
They listene{t to philosophers, rhetors, and statesmen: 
they went to the play, and they gazed upon the Par-
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thenon. ' But can it be serioUllly contended that any of 
these means of education are to be compared with the 
press, and the multiplied resources of modern civilisa
tion? • Upon the political questions of the day, are the 
higher and middle classes of England less instructed 
than were the citiiens of Athens? 1 

If this intellectual' people had known the political 
uses of representation, or some' other ,means of select
ing its rulers, their high intelligence would have en
sured them the inestimable privileges. of self-govern
ment, witho'Ut the evils of a pure democracy. A council, 
like the Roman Senate, for the general administration 
of the State, was the great need of Athens. But where 
all the citizens were senators, it is astonishing that they 
escap~ the confusio~ of anarchy. It was a rude and 
inartificial. polity, without the checks and balances whicn 
political experience has since found to be, nece~sary in 
a well-ordered State. But it was one of the earliest 
examples of popular gove:rnment, in the history of the 
world. Compared with im Eastern despotism, or a 
Greek tyranny, it was a mOdel of political capacity, 
virtue, and moderation. Elsewhere foree a~d the arbi
trary will of rulers was the supreme law: in Athens, 
and other Greek States, the commlmity were governed 
by the judgment of the ~ajority of citizens-expressed, 
in a constitutional form, after: free debate, and according 
to the cOlllsels of able pnd experienced leader~. -

In comparing Athens and other Greek States with 
the States of modern Europe, we must bear in mmd 
the marked differences in their religions. Many Pagan 

I Mr. Freeman suspects' that the average Athenian citizen was, in 
rolitical intelligence, above the R,·erage English member of Parliament.'- , 
Ilisforirnl Essays, 2nd ser. 14i. 
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legends. aI\d traQitions b.~g associated with loyaity CHAP. 

to chiefs and kings, may have kept alive patriotic ,~ 
sentiments: but the morals of the ancients profited 
little by their fai~. The. gods of the PagaI!s exempli-
fied the worst, passions and ·vices of mankimt. They 
were represented. as cru~l, selfish,. cunning, andlicen-
tious: There Wall ~othing in their teaching or :example 
to . elevate. the . characte:' of their worshippers. • The 
worst of men could not be worse than Z~us: .the 
most depraved of women could not be more. depra,v,ed 
tha1\ Venus. ~he coarse'mythology of th~ Pagq.ns was. 
leavened by n?ble ideals of virtue: pJ:rilosophers stro;ve 
to raise the .minds of men above their religion: the 
grea~est thinket:s were ~uperior to it.:. but the .multi-
tude were possessed by their ancient superstitions. In 
the leg'1dary ages" they awaited the direct intervention 
of the gods, in every battle and in every undertaking. 
TllCY never' ventured, upon an enterplise ~ithoqt con-
I'Il~ltiBg an oracle, or being guided. by an omen or 
prodigy. 1 rAnd even ill later times. we cannot but 
smile at their. sup~rstitions: These may be illustrated 
by_ some ,well-known .examples;. What instance. of 
facile credulity. can exceed that of the Atheniftns, wl1en 
they allowed themselves to be deceived by Peisistratus, 
returning to ,the Acropolis l~der the auspices of a. 
counteIfeit MiIJ.erv;a P 2,' What more irrational t~an the 
conduct of Pausanias, the Spartan generitl, who suffered 
his troop&. to be ridden dow1\ by the Persian Cc't,,:alry, 
until the soothsayers 'had declared the signs to be 
favourable P 3 Wha.t more childish than the omen of a 
sneezing soldier, which had more effect than the elo-. 
quence of Xenopnon, in encolU"aging the ten thousand I 

I Grote, ii. 110. • Ibijl. iv. 140., 4 Plutarch (Aristid.), ii. 474. 



112 

CHAP. 
III. 

Decline of 
paganism. 

Circa 
200 B.C. 

·GREECE. 

in' their retreat? 1 Not less' childish was Timoleon's 
omen of the parsley. That general, in ~s war with the 
Carthaginians in Sicily, met some mules laden with 
parsley. His soldiers were frightened at thes'l.1pposed 
omen, because parsley was used for' making wreaths 
for tombs: but Timoleon, decking his own 'head with 
a wreath of this homely herb, said it was the victor's 
cro;n at the Isthmian Games'; and 'by this -trifling 
stratagem were the superstitiotls Greeks persuaded that 
ihey were advancing to victory.2 

. A religion so debased, and superstitions so trivial, 
could not but affect the intellectu\ll and moral- character 
of the people. As, their enlightenment advaJ,J.ced, they 
became less' credulous;' and governed their condnct 
rather by the laws of their cOlmtry than by the fear Of , 
their gods: 3 but they were unable to overcome the 
inflnences of a vicious faith. 

The leaders of thought, indeed, in the most ad
vanced period of Greek cultu!e, were little impressed 
with the truth of their own religion. Four centtUi~s 
before Christ, tl1ere were signs' of a declining faith, 
among the Greeks, ·in their Pagan divinities. Philo
sophers, histOlians, and poets began to treat ancient 
traditions as allegories and myths. This scepticism 
continued, ltUtil, at a later period, Polybius, a, highly
cultivated Greek, thus wrote' of Pagan superstition :-'-

'To me it is evident, that this contrivance was, at, first, 
adopted for the,sake of the multitude. For if it were pos
sible that a State could be composed of wise men only, there 
would be no need perhapR of any such invention. But as 
the people universally are fickle and incoD;stil.nt, filled with 
irregular desires, precipitate in their passions, and prone to 

1 Grote, x. 101). I Grote, xi. 245. S Ibid. ii. 110. 
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violence, there is no way left to restrain them, }Jut by the 
dread of things unseen, and by the pageantry of terrifying 
fiction.' 1 

This decay of the .ancien~ faith having commenced 
centuries befQre the rise of a purer religion, the higher 
order of minds were left without any religious influ-. 
ences. But Greek,philosophy, which, supplied the place 
of religion, was as intellectual and ennobling as Pagan
ism was gross and contemptible; and se~ed as a 
surer guide to the consciences of enlightened men, 
than any religious system of the Pagans, until Christir 
anity taught them a higl;ret phl,losophy, together with a 
spiritual faith.' . 
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. With all its vices, the faith of the. Greeks did not This reli-

bd h . f'If d If gionnot 
8U ue t ose se.ntlments 0 se -respect an se -re- repressive 

li . hi h 'al fr d If h h ofafr .. ance w c are essentl to ee om. t ey soug t spirit. 

the' help, and dreaded the wrath of their divinities, there 
was little in their mythology to inspire them with awe 
and abject prostration. TheiI:deitieswere more power-
ful than: themselves: they enjoyed attributes t<? which 
men could not aspire: but they shared the passions and 
infi:i.mities ot their worshippers. They quarrelled among 
themselves: they engaged in human strifes; and they 
were allured' by the fascinations of earthly beauty. 
Zeus was a henpecked husband on Olympus, and a 
libertine on earth. There w:as too much fellowship 
with gods like these, to raise mysterious awe. 

But if the Greeks could assert their own rights, But taught 
" • no charity. 

they were not taught. to respe9t the rights or feelings 
of others: There' was nothing in their creed to en
courage charity, and goodwill towards men. It botmd 
them to their families, their phratries, their tribes, and 

1 Btlok vi. 

VOL. 1. I 
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their fellow-citizens: but it steeled their hearts against 
all other sympathies. To them, foreigners were bar
barians and enemies: slaves were as the beasts of the 
field. War with other States was their natural pastime; 
and they pursued, it Without pit] or remorse. Even 
kindred Hellenic races, allied. in religion and blood, 
raged, with unnatural hatred,.in the. battle-field. Nor 
did the closer bonds of citizenship res~ain the bitterest 
emnities in civil life. The Pagan faith was narrow and 
selfish: it united small brotherhoods, but it was cold 
and pitiless to the human race. : 

Slavery was no less· hurtful than Paganism to the 
character of'the Greeks. Not' only did it circumscribe 
political privileges: but it impaired the virtues of the 
governing. class. The Athenians, indeed, had the o-edit 
of treating their slaves more gently di.an their neigh
bours: but wherever slavery· has flourished, it has 
hardened the hearts of masters; ~d fostered selfish
~ess. Slavery further discouraged the useful industry . 
of citizens. Manual labour, being the lot 'Of slaves, was 
held to dishonour freemen, whose sole. occupations 
were war and politics. Nothing gives so ml{ch stability 
to social life, as steadfast industry; and this was want- ' 
ing to the Greeks. Their businel5s was found in the 
agora, the religious festival, and the theatre. Instead 
of public life being the occasional duty of all citizens, 
it was their constant vocation. To a certain number 'Of 
thoughtful citizens, leisure was a signal privilege: to 
the multitude' it was a source 'of demoralisation to 
themselves, and ofI¢schief to the State. 

The operation of these religious and moral influences 
may be traced in many of the actions of the Athenians. 
'With the greatest admiration for their. genius, and 



ATHENS .AS A STATE. 115 

for the surpassing mterest of their history, we cannot CHAP. 

be blind to their faults. l The. character of a people ~ 
determines their policy more distinctJy than their en
lightenment. 'With the Athenians, selfishJ?ess was the 
nIle of all their actions. . They were haughty and 
quarrelsome with their neighbours: they were cruel to 
their enemies: S they were unfair and lmgenerolls to 
their allies: they were unjust to one another. ~f an 

. oligarchy ruled, they oppressed the people: if the de
mocracy was in the ascendant, th~y pressed heavily 
upon the rich! they had. no consideration, or sense of 
responsibility towards Qthers, while they squandered 
the revenue~ of the State upon their own amusements. 
Such faults, indeed, \vere not peculiar to the Athenians 
-who were far more generous and liberal «than their 
Spartan rivals-noI: to the Greeks. They were th~ 
faults of human nature, :unregenerated by a pure re
ligion, .or a high. standard of morals, and of an age in 
which violence and wrong were the law of nations. 
Kings, tyrants, aristocracies, and democraci~s were alike 
under the sway of selfishness. It was not the form of 
government, but the character of' the rulers, which de
termined the policy of the States of antiquity. 

The conditions of Greek society must be regarded in Athenian 
• • . franchise. 

all our speculatlO~s upon Atheruan democracy. With 
1 Boeck, whose judgment is very harsh, says of the GreekS :-' If any 

competent judge of moral actions will contemplate their character with
out prejudice, and unbiassed by their high intellectual endowments, he 
will find that their private life was unstable and devoid of virtue; that 
their public life was a tissue of restless intrigues and evil passions; and, 
what was the worst of all, that there existed to a far greater degree than 
in the Christian world, a want of moral prinCIple, and a harshness and 
cruelty in the popular mind.'-Pub. Be. of AthlmB, Sir G. Lewis's trans
lation, 194; see also, ibid. 308. 

S The massacres of Mitylene, Scione and Melos displayed the ferociiyj 
of barbarians, rather than of civilised Greeks. • 

12 
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CHAP. such habits as those which we hav~ described, we may III. 

-.......-", wonder how the Athenian citizens were able to attend 
to the ordinary duties of life. All their time and energy 
would seem to have been absorbed in public afihirs, or 
other kindred pursuits. How did they live? The 
answer is simple: they had nothing to do. All the 
toilsome work of life was performed for them by metics 
and ,slaves. The metres rapidly increa~ed, with the 
growth of the Pirreus, and the extension of maritime 
commerce; many had been enfranchised by Cleis
thenes, but they were not generally admitted to the 
franchise. The slaves who tilled the soil, laboured in 
handicrafts, and performed all menial services, and 
whose numbers amounte~ to about four-fifths of the 
entire poIiulation, had no political rights.1 Hence the 
privileged citizens, who lived upon the produce or 
rental of their land, or upon the industry of slaves, 
were,. in relation to the eutire community, a select 
body, enjoying ample leisure for politics and intellec
tual culture; and, however eg.ual among themselves, 
exercising power over 'the masses.' The metics and 
slaves comprised the entire body of the working classes, 
and many traders and artificers who, in modern society, 
would be reckoned among the middle class. Hence 
it appears that the Athenian constitution, however de
moeratic as an association of citizens, was very far re
moved from a republic, constituted on the general basis 

, of population. It could not properly be called an oli
garehy, for it comprised an classes of citizens; and the 
exclusion of aliens and. ,slaves was a natural limitation 

1 Boeck enters minutely into the different estimfttes of the relative 
numbers of freemen, metics and slaves in Attica (Pub. El.'. of A.the1l8, 
book i. ch. vii.) 
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of the franchise, which has been recognised by modern 
States. This principle being admitted, the number 
of Athenian citizens, amounting to upwards of twenty 
thousand, in a Eopulation of about ha1f a million, 
was no inconsideraQle enfranchisement.1 It may be 
fairly compared with the 'electoral franchise of England, 
before the introduction of household, suffrage, in 1867.2 

The Athenian cpnstitution was. faulty, not by reason of 
the number of citizens associated with the State, but of 
their too direct action upon its councils. Under repre
sentative institutio~s, the electoral body would have been 
limited, and even select, comprising the upper and the 
greater part of th~ middle classes, and excluding the main 
body of the working classes. But as the p~ciples of re
presentation were unknown, and the 'political conscience 
of the Athenians was neither sensitive nor elevated, 
the citizens who ruled the State were wholly witho~t 
moral responsibility ,to the classes not included in the 
franchise. They were themselves the State: they 
governed for themselves, and in their own interests: 
they had no sense of duty to others: no respect for 
public opinion, beyond their own privileged. circle:. no 
patriotism save for their own contracted id~al 9f the 
State. 
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Considerable changes in the constituent body an- LowP-ring 
. . r ~b 

pear to have occurred, from the time of the Pelopon- franchise. 

nesian war. . So long as the rule of the old'. Attic 

1 Assuming the citizens and their families to have amounted to up
wards ot 90,000 persons; they formed somewhat less than a fifth of the 
population. ' 

, We have already compared the population of Attica with that of 
Liverpool, and it is not a little curious that. before the extension of the 
suffrage, in 1867, the electors of Liverpool amounted to 21,839. Hous&
hold suffrage increased the number to 57,752. 
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tribes was mamtained, the government, though demo
cratic in form, had been really vested iJ;l the noble, the 
rich, and the cultivated c~asses of Athenian society. 
The enfranchised citizens were the elite of Attica. But 
this limited 'body was gradually eniarged. Numbers 
of a lower. class gained admission to the franchise by 
new qualifications-many by fraud. Under Per,icles 
there had been an extensive immigration from the 
.cOlmtry. into Athens; and these imrrligrants, removed 
from thelr accustomed occupations, formed a city P?PU
lace, like the Plebs of Rome., at a later period. . At the 
same time, numbers of the higher classes' were with
drawn from the city by their public services, or lost 
their lives during the war. 'The Peloponnesian war 
made havoc among the Athenian nobles~ as the wars 
of the Roses struck down the ancient baronage of 
England.1 . Hence a preponderance of the poorer 
citizens-less versed in public affairs, less ~ultivated, 
and less patriotic-was changing the character of. the 
democracy. Nowhere had the citizens of this class, 
such opportunities of political edl.lCation and cUltui-e as 
at Athens. The public and social life of the city com
prehended all. classes alik~whether rIch or poor, 
high-born or humble-but the hard struggles and 
necessities of. the poor could not fail to restrict their 
education, and to expose them to corrupt temptations . 

.Ap.d while the general character of the democracy 
was lowered, its powers were enlarged.·· Th~ Ecclesia 
assumed the power of initiating public measures, and 
determining the policy of the State, without the 

1 In the Qne CIl8e, the power of the people was increased: in the other, 
the power of the Crown. 
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authority of a pre-determining (,A>uncil, and without the 
need of confirmation. 1 
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One pf the greatest temptations of this lowe)," class Burthen. 

of citizens was to lay t~e chief burthens of the State ;i~h~ the 

upon the rich. No complaint was more frequently 
made than this i and none so. much pr9voked. the 
freql\ent reactionsagain~t democracy. In peace the 
rich were· called upon to contribute tow3:l'ds the enter
tainment of the, people. .In· war they found. .equip-
ments for the forces, and were . liable to heary war con
tributions. The natural repugnance of the rich to 
burthens which they deemed: unfair, was viewed by the 
people as a proof of hostility to the State; and aroused 
suspicions of reactionary conspiracies, which increased 
the popular jealousies against the higher classes. 

On the other hand the ric]! were not slow to exact And upon 

d 'b' fr h .'. 0 h' the poor. un ue contn utIOns om t e poorer CItIzens. n t e 357 B.C. 

revolt of .th~ allies of Qhios, Rhodes, and other cities, 
twelve hundred of the richest citizens were divided 
into twenty symmories, for raising supplies for the 
lleet~ The constitutio~ of this body. placed the J,>()wer 
of taxation. in the rich; and loud complaints ~ere 

heard 'that they. contrived to'spare themselves, and to 
lay the heaviest burthens upon thos6 who were least. 
able to bear them.2 The partiality of f;hese' symmories 
was denounced by Demosthenes,s who, at a later period, 354 B.C • 

. was able to correct these inequalities of assessment.4 340 B.C. 

And while this social det~rioration of the demo-. Payment. 

I · . hi J.' f . for attend-cracy was ac vanCmg, a mISC evous }.orm 0 corruptIOn anee. 

was lmdermining the pure patriotism of Athenian 
citizens. At one time, the duties of citizenship were 

1 See Lloyd, Age of Pericles, ii: 94. 
I Curtius, Hist. v. 111, 116t s Ibid. 245. , Ibid. 390. 
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CHAP. encouraged by . the highest motives by which the 
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-oy-o-' mem ers of a free State can be impelled to activity. 
Citizens . may have been ambitious, forward and vain
glorious: but to labour in the service of their country 
was virtuous, and patriotic. . This honourable service 
was gravely affected by the introduotion of payments 
to the citizens attending the public assemblies and 
courts of justice. The payment of' judges and public 
officers, "and even of the members of a legislative body, 
is consistent witli the purest principles of a democracy: 
but to pay the whole body of citizens for attending to 
their own proper business was, in truth; a system' of 
State bribery. • 

In the later days of Athenian degeneracy, the popular 
assemblies became less earnest and patriotic. The 
citizens sought amusement, rather than instniction, from 
their leaders. Co~se jests, and scurrilous , personalities 
found more favour than well-reasoned arguments; and 
the loudest and most confident speakers swayed the 
unthinking multitude. The citi~ens had become in
different to public affairs, and were . indolently led by 
flattery and artifice. 1 

,About a third of the citizens-me from 6,000 to 
8,OOO-sat as ' ecdesiasts ; , and all these from the time 
ot' Pericles,lI'received first one obolus, and soon after

. wards' three oboli, for each attendance.3 Such pay-
ments were no boon to the rieh, while they offered an 
irresistible attraction to the poorer,classes, who flocked 
to the agora, and outnumbered, the more instructed 
citizens. This custom tmduly stimulated the natural 

1 Ourlius, v. 117 et 8el[. • Supra, p. 80. 
a The amount was increased to three oboli by Oleon. It was called 

~&a'eor "cKA"cnacrr&lcor. 
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taste of the Athenians for public 'display, and 'disputa- CHAP. 

tion. Neglecting their: own affairs, they hurried to the ~ 
ecclesia, and wrangled over the affairs. of other people. 
Many not satisfied with their oboli, received bribes 
fro~ the litigants,1.-a flagitious custom which was en
couraged by clubs formed for mutual protection, in the 
dicasteries. J 

Another grave evil arose from the practices of a Paid 

I f aid ad h ·· hi' d advocates. 
C ass 0 p vocates w 0, slttmg t emse ves as JU ges, 
espoused the cause of the party by whom they were 
retained. Originally, as we have seen, every citizen 
was required to plead his own cauee : 3 but as civil and 
criminal causes multiplied, ana especially as accusations 
of political crimes were mor~ frequently brought 
before the courts, the custom of retaining paid ad
vocates waS introduced: At first, they merely com
posed the speeches of their clients-even Demosthenes 
wrote such' speeches, to be delivered by others-but 
ultimately, by various pretexts, they were allowed to 
address the dicasteries, in person. Sometimes t4ey 
claimed to speak Oll behalf of absent relatives or 
friends: sometimes they appeared to have an interest, 
however remote: in the cause itself ~sometimes their 
clients wert~ metics, minors, or women; who, having ~o 
place in the dicastery, could not speak for themselves.4 

The employment of advocates has been recognised as 
necessary for the due administration of justice, in every 
civilised State: but their pleadings are -conducted 

I Diodoms, xiii: 64. 
I Supra, p. 88. Prob.\bly these 8Sserublies were scarcely caricatured in 

the • W lISpS' and' EcclesiazUBIil 'of Aristophanes; see Boeck, 226 et Be![ 

S Supra, p. 77. 
• For an interesting account of the Athenian Courts, see Forsyth, 

Hurtemius, ch. ii. 
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before an independent judicature: they may convince 
and persuade: but they have no voice in the judgment. 
But in Athens t4e advoc~tes were at once counsel and 
judges, in the cause: now disputing for their clients; 
and now swaying by influence, by solicitations, by in
trigue, and by their votes, the judgment of the court. 
So anomalous a practice could not be endured in any 
well-regulated judicature. 

But far grosser evils than these perverted thE; judi
cature of Athens. Assuming the judicial competence 
of a popular court, of several htmdred citizens, in 
ordinary causes, what tribunal could.be more unfit for 
the trial of political offences? Here the passions and 
prejudices of the hour we~e paramount., How could 
evidence or reason prevail against pqpular clamour? 
It may be enough to refer to the condemnation of the 
victorious generals of the Peloponnesian war, and. of 
the great Socrates, as notorious examples of popular 
injustice. 

The evils of criminal judicature were aggravated 
by the nefarious activity of the j3ycophants, or in
formers.' These infamous pests of Athenian society 
lived upon the fears of wealthy citizens .. Had the 
courts been pure and trustworthy, these miscr~ants 
might have been defied: but with a popular judicature, 
jealous of the pch, and ever ready to suspect crimes 
agaiIist the State, ,the innocent too often deemed it 
safer to pay hush-money to a sycophant, than to brave 
the prejudices of a dicastery. No man could rely upon 
proofs of innocence: h~ was exposed to the vengeance 
of factions, the prepossessions of his judges, and even 
to their greed for confiscations. No wonder that the 
sycophants were hated and despised! The only act of 
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the Thirty, Tyrants which met with general approval, CllAP. 

was the punishment of' these scourges. They may ~ 
have deserved their ddom: but,having done Wl"Ong to 
others, they were condemned themselves, in defiance 
of all the forms of justice. 

Other grave evils aros~ in the politiCal and social Public 
amuse-

state of Athens, which have ever been deplored as aments. 

reproach to its democraCy. In A.thens, as afterwards 
at RoIpe; gratuitous distributions of corn were fre
quently made to the people, in order to keep them 
quiet and contented, in times of scarcity.1 Largesses, 
in money, 'were also often distributed,' especially ft'om 
the proceeds of confiscated property.s Hence the 
banishment of citi~ens and the confiscation of their 
goods was too often demanded, not in the interests of 
justice, nor even in the vindictive spirit of faction, so 
much as to satisfy the greed . of demagogues, and 
the hunger of the populace. A more pernicious mode 
of concili.ating and corrupting. the' people had arisen in 
the time of Pericles.' Large sums of money, tmder the 
name of theonca, w~re distributed to the people, to 
enabl€! them to enjoy the games and festivals, either by 
payment for admission to the theatres, or for feasting. 
From the same . source, the cost of sacrifices was de
fraye~, which included public feasting." Games, fes-

. tivals, ,and sacrifices formed an important part of the 
national and religious life of A.thens, and were shared 
by the ~hole people.s They awakerled the genius and 

, 1 They were termed ulTolloural; Boeck, Public Eccnwmy. of Athens, 
Sir G. Lewis's translation, 2nd ed. p. 89 .. 

a Ibid. 217. 3 Ibid. 395. 4 Supra, p. 84. 
6 TA e.6lplka; ibid. 182,209 et Beg.; see also supra, p. 85. 
e 'The ancient religion, not simply at Athens, but throughout Greece 

and the contemporary world-very different in this respect n'om the 
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spirit of a gifted race. The games sustained their 
m~y emulation in strength and courage: the theatre, 
in the absence of a press, was an intellectual exercise; 
and the highest art contributed to adorn the sacrifices . 
.A. moderate use of such ceremonials was, therefore, 
esselftial to the development of the Gree~ ~haracter: 
but at length they were so multipp.ed, that they 
ministered rather to idleness and dissipation, than. to 
the instruction and elevation of the people. Their cost 
also became so extravagant as to be. out of all propor
tion to the revenues of the State. The whole com
munity looked to the State for its amusements. To 
trust to charity for their bread was bad enough: to· 
insist upon being amused at the public expeRse was a 
more hazardous form of pauperism. Such mischievous 
waste of the public revenues was allowed at a titne 
when the Athenims had failed to meet the necessary
expenses of their wars. In fact, the people spent upon 
their own pleasures the revenues necessary for their 
fleets and armies. No custom can well b~ conceived 
more corrupting to the citizens, Or more dangerous to 

. the State. 
The corruption of the Athenians was completed by 

Eubulus. He taught the people to cherish ease and 
comfort, above all other aims; and distributed 

• amongst th~JD. the surplus revenues of the first year of 
peace, in the riot of public festivals. The theoricon 
of the ag~ of Pericles had been so much abused 
that it was' discontinued:. but being restored by Agyr
rhius,1 it had again become one of the institutions of 

modern-included within itself and its manifestations, nearly the whole . 
rang" of social plea.sures.'-Grote, xi. 498. 

I Ourtius, iv. 280. 
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Athens. And now Eubulus made the festival nmd C.HAP. 

the most important branch of the finances. Every ~ 
service of the State was to be so managed that ample 
means shouid be forthcoming to gratify the passion of 
the Athenians for feasting and public entertainments. 
To find disaipations for the people had become the first 
duty of the Sta,te.1 Happily, this mischievous law was 

. ultimately repealed through the energy and public 
spirit of Demosthenes.2 

These various modes of bribing the populace were T.h~ir per

the worst features of the Athenian democracy. They :~~~~~ 
were burthensome to the allies, who contributed largely 
to the revenue, without sharing in its distribution, and 
unjust to the richer citizens: they pandered to the in
·fluence of the lower 'Classes; and .they demoralised 
society . 

. The redeeming point in the systeIp was the cultiva
tion of the fine arts of architecture, sculpture, p~etry, 
music, and the stage, which contribute.d to the high 
culture of ~he people, and has left immortal monuments 
of the genius of the Greeks. But by far the greater 
part of the money expended for the support and 
amusement of the people was wholly mischievous. 
JJarge classes of the citizens, thus maintained in idleness, 
considered it their right to be fed and constantly 
amused by the State: while they enjoyed ample 
leisure to crowd the assembly, and clamour for further 
gra~ifica~ions: Their leaders, the de~azpg~e~, won 
therr VOIces In the assemblYa nbt by a h1gb-mmded or 
worthy policy, but bY.fresh donations and spectacles. 
Hence in its period of decline, the Athenian democracy 
was approaching communism. The multitude ruled, 

, Ourtius, v. 133 et Beg. • II Ibid. v. 402. 
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and supported themselves out of the common fund of 
the State . 

Nor were these the only fonns of corruption in 
the government of Athens. The Athenians had de
vised an elaborate system for c4ecking and auditing 
the accounts of their officers conc~rned in the r~ceipt 
and payment of public moneys: Qut they failed to 
secure honesty in the¥- servants. Polybius says, 'if in 
Greece the State entrusts to anyone only a tale;nt, and 
if it has ten checking-clerks, and as many seals, anl} 
twice as many witnesses, it cannot ensure his honesty.' 1 

Such offences were severely punished-even with 
death-but the unprincipled character of the Gr~eks, 
their love of pleasure and self-indulgence, and general 
demoralisation, defied the safeguards of the law. . 

A more dang~rous ~orruption tainted the generals 
and. ambassadors pf all the Greek States. Inaction in 
the campaign, and the surrender of national interests 
in negotiation, wer~ too often caused by an enemy's 

-bribes. The disgrace· of such corruption was shared 
alike by the oligarchy of Sparta and the democracy of 
Athens. The Lacedremonian fleet was crippled at 
Rhodes by the bribery of its officers; and Athens was 
betrayed into a dishonourable peace .with Philip of 
Macedon, which hastened the subjection of Greece, by 
the corruption of lEschines and other Athenian envoys.! 
Such corruption far surpassed, in infamy, the petty 
malpractices of humbler -citizens.· Men, trusted and 
honoured by their cOlmtrymen, and raised .to the 
greatest eminence to which they could aspire, were 

1 vi. 56, cited by Boeck, p. 195. 
I Grote, Hut. vii. 549-554 j ibid. xi. 591 et seq. 
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yet 80 sordid as to be seduced' by wretched bribes, to CHAP. 

commit the basest treason against their country. ~ 
Strenuous efforts were made, by Demosthenes and Effort!' of 

his . I f h Demos-natlOna ,or patriot pmy, to correct some 0 t e thenes to 
. viI A h d S refonn· growIng e s of t enian emocracy. trong me,a- abu .... 

8ures were taken against persons accused of bribing 
citizens in the assembly, -and the courts of justice. 
Order and decency 'Were enforced in the . assembly, b;r 
appoIDt.ing one of the tribes to sit near the tribune, to . 
protect the orator while addressing the people, and to 
enforce order.l But the fortunes of the republic were 
now declining, and it was too late for patriots to ralse 
the corrupted citizens from their degeneracy. 

While dwelling upon these vices of the Athenian AtheJll!'an 
· " . poor aWI;1. 
democracy, We ;must not overlook a praiseworthy in-
stitution far in advance of the age. The Athenians, 
alone among the.'Greeks,. had a poOot: laW'. They re
lieved the old, the blind, the lame, and the sick, who 
were d~stitute, or unable to sltpport them'selves; and 
they brought up and educated the orphans of citizens 

· who had lost their lives in war.' .. 
. The society and institutions of the Greeks differed Greece d 

. , compare 

so widely from our own, that it is unsafe to draw witdh 
. rno ern 

. general political conclusions fr<;>m the history of Greek States. 

democracy. Their society consisted, as we have seen, 
of privileged citizens, foreigners, and 'slaves: It was 

· without th~ multiplied grades of modem society, its 
territorial nobles and country gentlemen, its learned 
professions, its indepenclent gentry, its church estab
lishments and universities, its standing armies, its 
merchants and manufacturers, its traders, artificers, 
and free labourers. .Again, the smallness of Greek 

1 Curtius, v. 343. , Boeck, 242. 
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States forbids any useful comparison with the vast 
States of modern Europe, and their varieties of 
town and country life, religious opinions, and local 
interests. Their institutions were no less different. 
Representation was lmknown: there was no separation 
of legislative, executive and judicial nmctions: there 
were no effective checks upon the sovereign power: 
there was no body of trained judges, magistrates, and 
public officers: there was no sense of political or moral 
responsibility: there was no religious creed to teach 
the generous and forbearing spirit of charity. With 
such diversities as these, the morals to be drawn from 
Greek democracy are few: but. they are not without 
instruction. To reproduce a democracy, of the Greek 
type, in· the present 'age, would be as practicable, as to 
establish the ideal' Republic' of Plato, or the' Utopia' 
of More. But its study illustrates principles applicable 
to all times. We find freedom and intellectual activity 
combined ; each stimulating and developing the other. 
We find a cultivated society, achieving political great
ness, and imperishable fame, by. its genius and patriot
ism: we see it decline through its evil passions, its 
selfishness, and corruption. With the expallsion of 
modern society, the growth of popular power is inevit
able; and it should be the aim of statesmen, profiting 
by the lessons of the past, to promote the moral and in
tellectual advancement of society, and to cherish free
dom: to invigorate the State with the healthful force 
of the national will: to associate the people with its 
government: to win their confidence and attachment: 
to moderate their power by social influences, and con
stitutional checks: to rule in a spirit of justice to. all 
classes: to exalt public morality; and to root out cor-
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ruption. The ideal of a ·freeState, in .modern times" is 
that which develops the sound principles of demo
cracy, without its evils: which wields its potent forces'; 
and parries its acknowledged dangers. 

Before we conclude this view of Greek democracy, 
we _ maY' glance at a later period in the fortunes of 
Greece, in which we shall still find traces of her former 
liberties. 
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independence, which could not have been enjoyed by 
a number of separate cities. .A,t ·length, however, it 
succumbed', first to the ascendency of Macedon, arid at 
last to the_ irresistible dominion of Rome.. Its history, 
if less glorious than that of the earlier republics of 
Greece, is yet specially interesting, as presenting to us 
one of the earliest and best-contrived examples of a 
federal State, and the last home of Grecian liberty.! 

This league presented an example of pure demo
cracy, in the fo:r:m of a federal Union. As in Athens_ 
the highest type of pure democracy-the sovereign 
power was ~ested -in the assembly, so in the Achaian. 
league, the like power was exercised by the Federal 
assembly, in which all citizens of the confederation had 
equal rights. In the latter case, however, the assembly 
ordinarily met only twice a year, and considerable 
powers were entrusted, in the meantime, to the 
magistrates. Again, all the Athenian citizens .were 
able to attend their assembly, which sat three times 

1 Mr. Freeman, in his History of Fede/'al GOlJernment, has devoted the 
greater part of his first volume to an interesting and instructive sketch 

. of the Achaian Lea,,<YUe. 

VOL. I. 'K 



130 

CHAP. 
III. 

J:epresen
tution un 
known in 
Greece. 

GREECE. 

every month, and were paid for their attendance: while 
the citizens of the Achaian Leag~le had to travel con· 
siderable distances, at their own expense. Hence at 
Athens the l'oorer citizens outnumbered the rich in 
the ecclesia: in Achaia the assembly was chiefly at
tended by the rich. Another difference was this: that 
whereas at Athens every citizen had an equal voice, in 
the Achaian assembly, each city had a single vote, deter
mined by the majority of its own citizens then present. 
This virtually, though not in form, amounted to a re
presentation of the several cities. l 

R~amples of nearly every form of government are 
to be found in the varied history of Greece: but no
where do we find a distinct system of political represen
tation. There is, indeed, a passage in Aristotle which 
implies a knowledge of the principles of representation. 
He speaks of 'a moderate oligarchy, in which men of 
a certain census elect a council entrusted with the de
liberative power, but bound 1.0 exercise this power 
agreeably to established laws.' 2 There can be no better 
definition of representation than this: but it appears 
to express his theoretical conception of a government, 
rather than to describe any example wiqiln his own 
experience. Such a system was incompatible with the 
democratic constitutions of the city republics: but in 
their international councils and leagues, we may per
ceive a certain resemblance to it. There was an ap
proach to representation in the Amphictyonic Council,3 
and ill the Achaiall League; and the several cities of 

1 Freeman, IIut. of Fed. Govt. 229 et 8efJ.; 255-~80; Freeme.n, 
Camp. rol. 191-216. 

8 Folit. book vi. ch. 14. 
I Freeme.n, Hilt. of Fed. Gov. 139. 
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the Lycian League had a number of votes in the as- CHAP. 

sembly, proportioned .to their size-the first example of ~ 
the kind-being a still nearer approximation to the 
principles of representation. 1 But it wa~ reserved for 
later ages to devise the great scheme of representative Rel'resen-

• tatlOn re-
government, under which large States may enjoy as served for 

. modern 
much liberty as the walled cities of Greece, and times. 

individual citizens may exercise their political rights 
as fully as the Athenians, without the disorders and 
perils bf pure democracy. . 

Greece, even in her decline, again presented an: Greek 

h colonies. 
example of liberty to ot er States~ Some of her ancient 

. liberties had been recovered; and she proved herself 
able to use them worthily. But it was not by her 
example alone, that Greece promoted the cause of free
dom in Europe. Her relations with' the outer world 
had become extended and multiplied. From. an early 
period, she had sent forth colonies to Asia Minor, to 
the coasts of the Euxine, the shores and isles of the 
Mediterranean, and, above all, to Italy and Sicily.2 
These colonies carried with them. the characteristics of 
the races from which they sprang, and generally the 
institutions of their owti. State, at the time of their emi
gration.8 Where kings or aristocracies nIled at home, 

1 'In this as in so many other cases, the ancient world' trembled on 
. the very verge of representative government, without ever actually 
crossing the boundary.'-Ibid. 211, 212. 

• A concise account of the Greek- colonies' is given in Mr. Cox's 
Hist. of Greeee, ch. viii. 

S The Greeks formed a. just estimate of the relations of colonies to the 
mother-country. The Corcyrrean ambassadors, addressing the assembly 
at Athens, said, 'Every colony, if well treated, honours its mother
country: but if wronged, is estranged from it: for they are not sent out 
to be slaves, but to be on the sa.me footing with those who are left at 
home.'-Thucydidss, i. 34. 

:1.2 
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the colonies usually assumed a like fonn of government: 
where democracy prevailed in the parent State, demo
cracy was favoured in the colony. The settlers, indeed, 
occupied their new lands as conquerors, and the privileges 
of citizens were at first naturally restricted to the small 
community of the Greek race. It happened, however, 
that the settlements as far west as Italy were made long 
after those in the East, and at a time when Greece had 
generally formed its~lf into aristocra-tic or democratic 
republics. Hence the Italian colonists generally estab
lished small municipal commonwealths. And as these 
colonists were for the most part maritime and commercial, 
their pursuits, no less than the instincts and traditions of . 
their race, favoured the development of democracy. 
Thus Greece became the parent of Italian liberties. 

Ilrcek mvi- Nor was it by her free institutions alone, that 
lisation. Greece advanced the freedom of the West. Her colo-

nists carried with them to new· lands the art.<! and cul
ture of their own wonderful fatherland. Poetry and 
philosophy, architecture. sculpture, painting and music, 
and the mechanical arts of ap. advanced civilisation, were 
naturalised wherever the Greeks set their foot. And 
even when Greece herself had declined. from her high 
destinies, her intellectual influence was more extended 
than ever. In the days of her greatness she was 
narrow in her sympathies, and shut out from the great 
world, which was advancing rOlmd about her. In her 
pride, she scorned all foreigners as barbarians. When 
she fell under the rule of Macedon, the bOlmds of 
Greece were widened; and when, at last, she bowed 
to the dominion of Rome, her conquerors carried her 
arts and her philosophy, with their conquests, through 
every pa.rt of Europe. Hers was, indeed, a noble 
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destiny among the nations of the earth. ,By the lusty 
colonisation of her youth, and by the broken fortlmes 
of her old age, did she civilise the world. Her con
querors completeil the mission which her own sons had 
commenced. Her culture, by qui~kening the intelli
gence of Italy and of Europe, sowed everywhere the 
seeds of future freedom. She fulfilled a yet higher 
mission. The spread of her beautifiu language, far and 
wide, over Western Asia and the Mediterranean, became 
one of the chief instmments for disseminating the 
Christian faith. This inestimable service to the cause of 
religion was followed by other bJessings to the West. 
The principles of Christianity were in themselves emi
nently favourable to lil~erty, and promoted the political 
no less than the religious welfare of Christendom.1 The 
West accepted these fruitnu principles: the East re
nOlmced them: the West, with a purer faith and higher 
culture, advanced in civilisation and freedom: the East, 
impervious to religious enlightenment, and opposed to 
intellectual growth, has continued unchanged for thou
sands of years, in her civilisation, and in her polity. 

1 See infl'a, 228-240. 
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HAVING now followed the fortunes of Greek demo
cracy, we approach the history of another ancient State, 
in which we find institutions more akin to modern 
political systems, than in any other State of' antiquity. 
For this reason Rome presents the most instructive 
illustration of the working of democracy. 

The genius of the Greeks and the Romans was 
essentially different. The former we:t'e imaginative, 
impulsive, and impressionable: the latter, earn~st, reso
lute, and steadfast.l In genius the Greeks were superior 
to the Romans: but in moral force and dignity they 
were far below them. The philosophy of Epicurus 
was best suited to the temperament of the Greeks: the 

I Garibaldi, in a speech to the wor],.-ing-men of Rome, Feb. 14, 1875, 
after referring to the ancient Romans, concluded by saying, 'Be resolute 
like your ancestors i imitate also the English people, the moderns who 
come nearest to them. The English are never disconcerted by anything, 
and always know how to get out of a difficulty i pOSBe8II that virtue, 
which they call steadiness.'-Timu, Feb. 18, 1875. 
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philosophy of the Stoics was congenial to the more 
resolute and enduring spirit of the Romans. The Greeks 
were ever divided into separate and jealous States ;. and 
after perpetual war among themselves, became subject 
provinces of Macedon and Rome. The Romans sub-
dued Italy, and conquered the world. Unity and com-. 
prehension were the great principles of Roman policy. 
The institutions of the two peoples differed no less than 
their characters and destinies. In the Greek demo,-
cracies, the people, as we have seen, governed the State 
directly and absolutely. In the Roman republic, the 
general administration of affairs was entrusted to the 
consuls and other great magistrates, and the Senate, 
the people being consulted on special occasions only. 
The liberties of Greece were crushed by her enemies: 
the liberties of Rome fell before her own victorious 
armIes. 

Such being the differences of the two countries, we 
may proceed to examine the well-kno~n history of 
Rome, Jor illustrations of her democratic government, 

. and may seek instmction from her experiences and 
vicissitudes. 
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ment of the Indo-European races who had peopled its Italy. 

favoured land. l Its extended peninsula, stretching into 
the Mediterranean Sea, approached the most renowned 
regions of the ancient world, in which civilisation an..l 
commerce had made the greatest advances. The 

1 For inquiries concerning the races which originally peopled Italy, see 
Micali, Hist. deB FeupleA qui habitaitmt l'Italie avant leA Romaim; Sismondi, 
Hist. deA Rep. Ital. Intr.; Mommsen, Rist. of Rome, book i. ch. ii. iii 
viii. ix. x. The latter writer says, 'The Greek and the Italian are 
brothers.' 
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contact with the West: it was the cO.mmon highway of 
the most celebrated nations of antiquity-the Greeks, 
Phrenicians, Egyptians, and Carthaginians. Commerce 
and maritime ad venture were fostered by such associa
tions as these; and the Italians became a prosperous 
and progressive people. They were warlike, enter
prising, and indep~ndent; and, like' the Greeks, they 
cherished a manly spirit of freedom. 

Just as in the Greek States, monarchy'almost uni
versally:'gave way to aristocratic 'or democratic consti
tutions, so throughout the Italian States, originally 
settled by Greeks, or deriving their polity from the 
same source, the like political development was accom
plished. Whatever the immediate cause, in particular 
States-whether the tyranny or the weakness of the 
king, the ambition of nobles, or the discontents or aspi
rations -of the people-the result was everywhere the 
same. The Romans, the Sabellians, the Etruscans, and 
the Apulians, alike cast off their kings, elected annual, 

, magistrates,l and constituted tl:iemselves into city com-
munities" or municipal republics. 

h"t i tll- Under the monarchy, the social and political insti-
tiulloot'the. R had dId d h 
III"nart'hy. tutlons of ome already been eve ope • an t ey 

determined the character of the republic.· The nlling 
race were hereditary nobles, ()r patricians, distinguished 
by their family names, by their dress, and by the images 
of their ancestors, which resembled the armorial bear~ 
iugs of feudal times. The plebeians were a subject 
race, excluded from all public functions and privileges, 

I Mommsen, Hist. of Rome, i. 254. 
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civil and military.1 The power of the nobles was main- CHAP. • 

tained by large bodies of clients, who formed, as it were, ~=--
feudal clans. ThEV" were served also by great numbers 
.of slaves, a.nd free,dmen. Their influence in the State 
was strengthened by the union of' several patrician 
families, sprung from a common ancestry, into gentes, 
which sometimes comprised four or five thousand men, 
capable of hearing arms.2 Families, like that of 
Fabius, which alone were able to carry on a war, wer~ 
~1aturally'in the ascendent. The patricians were the 
State; and in early times that favoured class assumed 
for themselyes alone, the familiar term of Populus 
Romanus.:J They claimed de~cent from the founders of 
the city, and alone assembled in the comitia cttriata. 

Another social inequality was introduced, during the The public 

monarchy, in the distribution of the public domains, or domams. 

ager publicus. It was natural that the patricians, with 
paramount influence, and bearing the chief burthen 
of the wars, should appropriate to themselves the 
principal share of the lands acquired by conquest. 
They secured most uf the lillcultivated lands, on con-
~lition of the payment of a rent in kind, and contrived 
by purchase, and by force, to displace the smaller 
proprietors, and enlarge their own estates.' . Social in
equalities were thus increased; and a sense of injustice 
rankled in the minds of the poorer citizens. The kings 

I They ha.V8 been compared with the Anglo-Saxons under. the 
Romans; Hi8t. d6 Jules Cesat·, L 8. But ~iebuhr suggests 0. closer 
analogy-that of freemen of a city, and other inhabitants not enjoying 
the like privileges; Hi8t. of Rome, i. 528. 

a Livy, ii. 16,64. 
9 Livy, ii. 56; Niebuhr, Hist. of Rome, i. 528, &c. 
• Appian, i. 7. Niebuhr enters very fully into the conditions under 

which the public lands were held, ii. 1~8 et 86'1.; Arnold, Rome, i. 157. 
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vainly attempted to restrain this abuse; and it was left 
as a fruitful source of discontent and danger to the 
republic. 

With a society so constituted, the institutions were 
naturally aristocratic. Even the king was elected by 
an assembly of the gentes.! But, once electE:cl, he com
manded the armies: he was chief pontiff, and first 
magistrate. The senate was composed entirely' of pa~ 
tricians, who alone voted in the assemblies of the 
people. The kings, however, did not favour their 
exclusive pretensions: but introduced many plebeians 
among them, raised freedmen to the privileges of 
citizens, and associated the plebeians with service in 
the army. Under the monarchy, also, the citizens were 
divided into six: classes, and these classes again into 
centuries, according to their property. But the centuries 
were so arranged, and the votmg so contrived, that the 
first class commanded a majority of the centuries.2 It is 
singular that this classification of citizens, according to 
property, was introduced in Rome by Servius Tulliu.s, at 
about the same time-that a like constitution was designed 
by Solon, in A.thens. In l10th States, property was 

.made the basis of the franchise, and not birth: but in 
both alike, the highest families were also the richest, 
and long maintained their exclusive power. 

Under the monarchy, also,· the national :r.:eligion was 
firmly established, which governed every public and 
private act of the Romans. It was no exalted faith: 
it kindled no lofty aspirations after virtue: it abOlmded 
in superstitions and fabulous traditions: but it conse
crated the love of the Romans for their cOlmtry: it 
hallowed the relations of the family: it upheld the 

1 Cicero, De Repub. ii. 18 et 'til, I Livy, i. 43. . 
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sanctity of an oath; and it encouraged an earnest sense 
of'duty.1 

When the Tarquins were expelled from the throne, 
an aristocratic republic naturally succeeded. An elec.,. 
tive king was replaced by two patrician consuls; and 
the new cOllstitution was at once completed. The re
publican constitution differed little from the monarchy. 
The supreme attributes of royalty devolved upon the 
consuls, who exercised equal civil and milita:ry authority: 
they held office for a year, and nominated their suc
cessors, who were chosen, however, by the people.2 

As first magistrates, they received ambassadors, sub
mitted decrees to the senate, and were charged with 
the execution of them. They also summoned the 
comitia, and proposed measures for their acceptance. 
They exercised authority over all other mllooistrates, 
except the tribunestf And until late in the history 
of the republic, they had the chief command of the 
armies. The annual election of the highest officers of 
the State, at once ministered to the ambition of the 
patricians, and guarded against the assumption of regal 
powers. The political power of the patricians was un
impaired by the fall of the monarchy: as consuls they 
exercised the sovereignty of kings; and in keeping 
alive popular fears of royal usurpation, they were able 
to overthrow rivals, and to gratify the p~ople.4 A con-

I Mr. Lecky says :-' Ancient Rome produced many heroes, but no 
saints. Its self-sacrifice was patriotic, not religious. Its religion, was 
neither an independent teacher, nor a. source of inspiration, although its 
rites mingled with, IUId strengthened some of the best habits of the 
people.'-Hi!t. of European Morals, i. 177. 

• Mommsen, Hi!t. of Rome, 261. 
I Polybius, book vi. 
4 'It was no easy thing, even for the Romans themselves, to determine 

with assurance, whether the entire Sta~e was to be esteemed an aristo-

139 

CHAP. 
IV. -..---

Consuls of 
the Roman 
republic. 



140 

CHAP. 
IV. 

ROME. 

sul could riot be deposed, during the term of his office, 
but was afterwards liable to punishment for any abus.e 
of his powers. On critical occasions,. also, the consuls 
were able to abdicate, for a period of six months, in 
favour of a dictator, who' assumed the plenary authority 
of a king. To guard against abuse and usurpation, a 
cons~ was afterwards restrained from offering himself 
for re-election within ten years; and although this law 
was not uniformly observed, its policy was maintained 
until the later days of the republic. The division ,of the 
supreme executive power among two great officers, of 
equal authority, was another obstacle to usurpation: 
but it was too often a source of weakness in council, 
and in the field. The consuls bore themselves simply, 
as became the magistrates of a republic. Their atten
dants were not allowed to carry the axe-the emblem 
of sovereignty-and their sole outward distinction was 
a purple border to the white to,qa of the Roman citizen. 
Their state was not maintained by chariots and horses: 
but, like other citizens, they went everywhere on foot 
within the city walls. 1 . 

The priest.. Under the monarchy, the king had nominated the 
I",od. 

priesthood: but under the republic, they were elected 
by colleges of priests or pontifices. The Church, so to 
speak, thus became separated from the State; and an 
independent priesthood did not fail to control the 
authority of the civil government. The Ponti/ex rnaxi
cracy, a democracy, or a monarchy. For if they turned their view upon 
the power of the consuls, the government appeared to be purely 
monarchical and regal. If, B,,"1\in, the authority of the senate was con
sidered, it then seemed to wear the form of aristocracy. And, lastly, if 
regard was had to the share which the people possessed in the administ;ra.. 
tion of aflhlrs, it could then scarcely fail to be denominated a popular 
State.'-Polybius, book vi 

1 Mommaen, i. 262. 
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fIlU8 exercised great influence in publicaffairs~chiefly CHAP. 

h h 
IV. 

in the interests of t e patricians-and t e augurs and ----.--
pontijices were able to overrule, by their sacred mysteries, 
the counsels of statesmen and generals. 

Let us now examine the constitution of the Senate- The Senate. 

one of the most renowned national councils in the his-
tory of the world. It was composed of three hundred 
members-the most distinguished citizens of Rome. 
Without following the changes which were made, from 
time to time, in its constitution and numbers, it is 
enough to say that it comprised all the eminent men 
who had served the State as consuls, curule ediles, prre-
tors, or tribunes of the people. . But these great magis-
tracies alone could not maintain the senate at its nor~ 
mal number; and the censors were allowed to add to 
the roll of senators, citizens who had filled offices less 
exalted, or who had displayed signal bravery on the 
field of battle. This latter class, however, were not 
admitted to all senatorial privileges. They could vote: 
but were bound to silence. The right to guide the 
deliberations of the senate' was reserved to those sena-
tors who had the greatest experience in public affairs: 
but its judgments were pronounced by the equal voice 
of all. . 

It was. a noble constitution. As the great magis- I!'S exten-', 
• Slve 

trates of the republic were elected by the people, and powers. 

became, by virtue of their offices, members of the 
senate, they were, so far, representatives of the whole 
commonalty, while their official dignity and experience, 
and their title to a seat for life, clothed them with the 
highest civic rank and influence. The number of three 
hundred was sufficiently large for full debate and de-
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liberation; and not lIDwieldy when prompt action was 
demanded. 1 

The greatness of its powers required the highest 
statesmanship. As a legislature, it decreed laws binding 
upon the State: it could dispense with the observance 
of laws in force; and it initiated proposals to be laid 
by the tribunes before the comitia. As wielding execu
tive powers, it could appoint a dictator to supersede' 
the regular magistracy: it allotted to the consuls their 
respective provinces: it nominated generals to command 
the armies of the republic, and recalled them, or con
tinued their commands, at pleasure. It directed the 
entire policy of the State, resolved upon war, peace, 
and treaties, founded colonies, regulated the distribution 
of lands, and administered the finances. In short, this 
select and exalted body discharged the various fUllctions 
which in Athens, and other Greek republics, were en
trusted to popular assemblies. 

And worthily did the senate exercise its transcendent 
powers. Its members were renowned for eloquence, 
statesmanship, courage, and military genius. Under 
its guidance, Rome proceeded from one conquest to 
another, extending its dominion and infI.uence: the 
Roman name was at once feared and respected; and 
the energies of the people were aroused to deeds of 
heroism and glory.1! 

1 See some remarkable observations by Comte, upon the noble 
chal'l\Cter of the Roman senate, in the first days of the Republic, its 
wisdom and vigour; PhilOilop/lie Politique, v. 269-272. 'Of aU prin
ciples on which a wisely conservative body, destined to moderate and 
regulate democratic ascendency, could possibly be constructed, the best 
seems to be that exemplified in the Roman senate, itself the most con
sistently prudent and Bllg'lLcioUB body that ever administered public 
affairs.'-Mill, R"P". Govt • 

• In the opinion of Cicero, the Roman constitution attained its per-
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The most important change effected by the republi- CHAP. 

can constitution was the admission of the great body of ~ 
h 1 l b h blic bl ( .. Patrician 

t e peop e, or p e 8, to t e pu assem y or cmmtza character 

cu,rtata): but this privilege conferred little political ~!:~bijC. 
power; for the election of magistrates, and the voting 
of laws were exercised by the centuries, or citizens 
boun4 to military service (comitia centuriatrt), in which 
the nobler and wealthier classes prevailed. And even 
the votes of the centuries required confirmation from a 
conveJ?tion. of patricians. Again, the plebeians were at 
first excluded from the magistracy, and the priest-
hood: they were 'prohibited from contracting marriage 
with patricians; and though admitted to the, senate, 
they were no match for the predominant patrician 
interest. A patrician senate, patrician consuls, and 
magistrates, and a patrician priesthood ruled the State.1 

The ascendency of the patricians was further Public 

d b h . bl·· . d . virtues of secure y t e consplcuoUS pu IC spmt, an capaCIty t~e patri-

of their order. Public life was the natural vocation of Clans. 

the Roman nobles, as of the Greek. Trained from 
their infancy to public speaking, and to arms, they 
were prepared to take the lead in the senate, the forum, 
the courts of justice, and the camp. Their wealth and 
influence secured to a comparatively small number of 
families all the great magistracies and commands, 

fection when' the senate pos~essed the principal weight in the government. 
Though the people were free, their direct action was less than that of the 
senate, "ho, supported by law and custom, and hy their own weight and 
dignity, had the chief share in the administration of public affairs. The 
consuls, indeed, held their office for one year only: but their power was 
in fact regaL The votes of the aeeemblies of the people were of no avail 
unless ratified by the senate-lin arrangement which preserved the autho-

,rity..of the latter, and which they defended with great determina.tion.' 
-De Republicd, ch. xxxii. 

I Livy, ii. 44, 60j Diony. Ha.1ic. ix.:xLj Mommsen, i. 263--273. 
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which their abilities and ambition qualified them to 
fill. And so remarkable were their accomplishments, 
that a Roman patrif'ian, returning from the wars, could 
at once apply himself to civil administration, to the arts 
of oratory, to study and literary leisure\ or to husbandry. 
The patricians were at once the rulers of the State, 
and the leaders of Roman society. They were brave, 
eloquent, capable, earnest and ambitious: they aspired 
to govern the Romans; and their fellow-citizens recog
nised their daims, and had confidence in their capacity 
as leaders.l 

Under their rule the Republic was distinguished by 
the heroic "irtues of its most eminent citizens. A suc
cession of Roman worthies who flourished as generals, 
statesmen, and patriots, made the history of Rome 
illustrious for all time. 

But the absolute ascendency of the patricians-how
ever worthy their individual characters-led them to 
resist, with a high hand, any attempt to invade their 
privileges; and the half-civilised ethics of the time en
couraged them to resort to the most violent measures. 
Twenty-four years after the foundation of the Republic, 
Spurius Cassius, while consul, was able to carry an 
agrarian law: but no sooner had his year of office ex
pired, than he was accused of an attempt to make him
self king, and ruthlessly scolITged and beheaded for 
his pretended offence.' 

The assassination of citizens obnOXIOUs to the 

1 John Stuart Mill observes :-' The governments which have been 
remarkable in history for sustained mental ability and vigour in the 
conduct of affairs, have generally been aristocracies. But they haye 
been, without any exception, aristocracies of public functionaries.'
Repr. Govl. 112. 

I Livy, ii. 41; Arnold, Disl. i. 163. 
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senate was frequent;, as, for example, of the tribune CHAP. 

Genucius and others of hi~ party, and of the rich ple- ~
beinn Spurius Melius. l Senators deemed it no dis- 280 A.V. 

honour to wield the assassin's dagger themselves, or to ~::~t 
employ their faithful clients. in deeds of murder. They ~e:.:.~~~ 
invaded the assemblies of the people, and by violence plebeian •• 

and force interrupted their deliberations, and arrested 
their lawful resolutions.2 Iflaws were passed in opposi-
tion to their will, they resisted the execution 9f them. 
They insulted the plebeians, turned them out of their 
houses, molested them in the streets, and carried off their 
wives and daughters. The scandalous outrage upon 
Virginia will suffice to' illustrate the haughty inso-
lence of the patricians, and their contempt, for the 
law, when their own interests or passions were to be 
gratified. Their dwellings were fortresses, built on 
the hills of the city, whence they could sally forth, 
like the barons of the m.iddle ages, to commit out-
rages l~pon their neighbours, and to which they could 
retire for defence and protection. There they main-
tained dungeons, for insolvent debtors, and for other 
victims of their merciless power.s The wrongs suffered 
by the plebeians stung them to a deeper sense of the 

1 Livy, ii. 04; Hm. de Jule8 Cesar, i. 62; Arnold, Hm. i. 172-3. 
S Sometimes the tactics of delay were resorted to, as in modern 

times. Thus the patricians opposed the Publilian law, 471 B.C. Thetribes 
met once in eight days, being the Roman week: no proposal could be wade 
unless two weeks' notice had been given; and if a proposal was not carried, 
on the ijame day on which it was mad!!, it could not be renewed until 
two more weeks had elapsed. By interrupting and delaying the pro
ceedings of the assembly until they were brought to a close by sl1met, 
the ratricians contrived to defer the passing of the law ,for a yp.ar; 
Arnold, Rrnne, i. 175. Similar tactics were resorted to in the discllsfUon 
of the Icilian and Terentilian laws, 454, 455 B.C.; ibid. 244 et 8eq. 

• Livy, iii. 19, 33; Arnold, Rome, i. 241. 

VOL. I. L 
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political evils of the State, and of the necessity of con· 
tending for the further extension of popular rights. 

The exclusive privileges of the patricians could not 
long be maintained. Unjust and invidious in them
selves, they gradually yi~lded to the increasing irr
fiuence of the commonalty. Land and slaves had 
originally been the sole sources of wealth: but com
merce and merchandise, encouraged by the reduction 
of port-dues-Or, in modern phrase, by free trade
were now advancing a richer class of citizens; and the 
farming of the public revenues was rapidly creating 
prodigious fortunes. Such men, indeed, were gene
rally land-owners: they acquired their. w'ealth by the 
handicraft of slaves, or by sharing the profits of freed
men, to whom they supplied capital. While growing rich 
by trade, they did not become a distinct commercial 
class, but still clung to their character as landowners. 
Like the Greeks, the Romans looked upon commerce 
and the mechanical arts as fit for none but freedmen 
and slaves; and such industries were never practised 
by any higher class. The wealthy classes, already con
nected with the land" would natupuly have alTayed 
themselves on the side of the patricians: but being 
denied equal privileges, they espoused the cause of the 
plebeians. The latter, suffering from interference with 
therr rights over the public lands, and oppressed with 
debts, were daily growing more discontented with 
patrician rule. As in Athens, a century before, the 
distress of the smaller cultivators, and the sufferinas e 
of debtors, had precipitated the new constitution of 
Solon: so now in Rome, the like causes led to the 
memorable sece~sion of the victorious legions to the 
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:Mons'Sacer,l and the new constitl].tion tmder Manius CHAP. 

Valerills Maximus. The pressing grievances of. the ~ 
time were redressed, and securities were devised for 
the future protection of the commonalty. Tribunes 

New con
stitution. 
496B.<::. 

of the people, and rediles were henceforth elected, to ~~1~~~~: 
protect the rights and interests of the plebs.2 

The tribunes were able to control the consuls in 
the most important executive acts of the State: they 
exercised a large criminal jurisdiction, and they called 
assemblies of the people, which assumed to vote excep-
tional laws known as plebiscita.s Not long after the 
institution ~f tribunes, the people secured, by the 
Publilian law, further privileges, in the free election of 471 B.C. 

their tribunes, and in the debates of their assemblies. . 
By the rcilian law the plebeians secured the exclusive 454. B.C. 

possession of the Aventine Hill-an agrarian law which 
at once gratified their continual craving for land, and 
provided them with a stronghold, for defence and 
security. Such extensive powers, ill-defined in them.:. 
selves, and entrusted to the avowed leaders of' the 
popular party, were, indeed,important concessions to 
the Roman democracy: but they were calculated to 
provoke violent dissensions; and mainly contributed to 

1 Dr. Arnold says, I the spot on which this great deliverance had 
been achieved, became to the Romans what Runnymede is to English
men j , Hist. of Rome, i. 149. 

• Aecording to Plutarch, 'at first they were five in number: but 
five other tribunes were soon .added. Their persons were declared 
sacred;' Plutarch, ii. 481. But, according to Livyand ot):ler authorities, 
there were at first two only, which number was afterwards increased to 
ten; Livy, ii. 58, iii. 30; Dionysius, x. 30; Cicero, De Republica, ii. 34. 
. S It appears, however, according to Niebuhr, that a plebiscitum 
required the previous sanction of the senate and of the assembly of the 
Cu,ifB. • , 

.102 
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CHAP. that chronic state of civil war, by which the turbulent 
IV. society of Rome was, for many years, disturbed. 

Law. of After half a century of anarchy, it was attempted, 
the Twelve 
'l~nb\e.. by the laws of the Twelve Tables, to regulate the con-
4,,1 B.C. flicting authorities of the State. After fierce con ten-
4-li B.C. tions between the patrician decemvirs, by whom these 

laws were framed, and the plebeian party, the powers 
of the consuls were restrained, and those of the 
tribunes extended. The latter were now admitted to 
the senate: but patrician jealousy denied them the 
right of ,'oting, and confined them to a seat near the 
door, or, as we should now term it, below the bar. 
From this humble place, however, they watched the 
proceedings of this august assembly, and could control, 
and even arrest its resolutions. l 

jo'llrtber 
ad"sore or 
I,\ebeian 
privileges. 

This advance of popular power was speedily fol
lowed by more remarkable changes, wrested from the 
patricians, by the united force of all classes of plebeians. 

445 B.e. The hateful interdict upon marriages between plebeians 
a.nd patricians was removed; and the children of such 

420 B.c. marriages inherited the rank of the father. A few years 
later, military tribtmes were appointed, instead of con
suls, with consular powers; and plebeians were thus 
admitted to the executive functions of the consulate, 
without being invested with the rank, and religious 
character, of curule magistrates. This ru:rangement 
wus continued, not without interruptions, for about 
fifty years, when the ancient office of consul was 
reverted to. From this time the plebeians made their 
way, by degrees, to all the great offices of the State. 
The consulate was first opened to plebeians by the 

B6G B.C. Licinian laws, Sextius being the first plebeian elected 
1 Livy, iii. 31,41,55 j Dion. Halle. L xi. xii. 
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to that office. But the great offices of qurestor, CHAP. 

censor, and curule edile had been created,. and the ~ 
ancient office of prretor revived, with extensive admini- !~;.a0o 
strativepowers. To these offices the patricians long 
maintained an exchlsive claim; and thus divided the 
varied authorities of the State amongst themselves. 
This, monopoly of power, however, could not be per
manently maintained; and eventually plebeians secured. 
admission to the offices of curule edile, censor, prretor, 
dictator, and even to the'priesthood. l 

Attempts, indeed, had been made to deny pIe.. Canyassing 
• • fo~bldden. 

belans the full benefit of these conceSSlOns. The Pre- 35711.e. 

telian law prohibited canvassing (' ambitus ') for the 
consulate. Patricians~ by their social in1Juence, by 
combination among themselves, and by the aid of their 
troops of clients, could command success: but ple-
beians could only hope to attain the object of their 
ambition, by soliciting the support of their fellow
citizens; and this privilege was denied them by the 
jealousy of the patricians.' Other means were also 
resorted to, for setting aside their claims. But the con-
tinued social advancement of the plebeians, in wealth 
and consideration, gradually overcame every obstacle 
to the assertion of their political rights. Nor were the 331-305 

patricians united in their opposition to a liberal com- B.C. 

prehension of eminent citizens, in the government of the 
State. There were, indeed, many haughty patricians 
and senators, constituting what may be called an old 
Tory party, who resolutely withstood every encroach-

I These concessions were mainly secured by the Licinian laWR, 

376-.'l70 B.O. j the Publilian laws, 339-337 B.O. j and the Ogulnilm In.ws, 
30Q B.C. 

a Livy, vii. 15. 
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CHAP. ment of theirplebeian'rivals. But the more enlightened 
~-- members of their order, and the majority of the senate, 

which comprised both orders, favomed the pretensions 
of the rising class. On their side, 'the plebeians were 
associating themselves, more and more, with the in
terests and policy of the patricians. Their leaders 
relied upon the support of the old agricultural. ple
beians, who were themselves a select class, as compared 
with the mass of the citizens, and other inhabitants of 
the capital. The union of the wisest patricians with 
the best classes of plebeians gay~ strength and yigour 
to the republic. Such a condition, however, was dis
tasteful at once to the reactionary noble~ and to the 
lqwer orders of the people; and tempted ambitious 
nobles to seek power, by associating themselves with 
the populace and the extreme popular party.1 They 
formed themselves into political clubs, to secure the 
election of their candidates to the magistracy, and 
were active in their intrigues against the dominant 
party. But the steadfast alliance of the senate and 
the old plebeians generally enabl~q them to resist such 
combinations; and for a long I period Rome was 
govern~ by the sotmdest portions of Roman society. 
It was during this period, that Rome achieved the con-

The Hor
tells.ian 
lulY's. 
3UU-280 
n.e, 

. que~t of Italy and o~ Carthage. 
By the Hortensian laws, another important con

stitutional change was effected. The senate was de
prived of its veto upon the plebiscita of the' people 
assembled in their tribes; and thus the' sovereign legis-' 
lative rights of the tribes were acknowledged.2 Hence
forth the' only v.eto upon their legislative acts was that 

1 Arnold, Rome, ch. xxxii. 
I Ibid. ii. 383. 
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of one of the tribunes; and, for this reason, it became CHAP. 
IV •. 

an important object for the patricians, and senatorial --.--.,.... 
party, to secure the election of tribunes, upon whom 
they could rely for opposition to popular laws. 

But the patricians had other means'. of paralysing Checks 

the influence of the Comitia. The consul could inter- c~:it~~~ 
pose. and forbid their meeting, or interrupt their de
liberations, by declaring the auguries to be adverse. 
A timely clap of thunder: strange signs in the 
heavens: the flight of birds, and other occult obser
vations of the augurs; were rarely wanting to arrest 
popular agitation.1 

About the same time the Mrenian law deprived The 

the curiaJ of the right of a veto in the election of curule ra:~an 
magistrates, the free choice of .whom was henceforth 
vested in the assembly of the tribes. The citizens 
now elected their magistrates by equal voices, in Extensin" 

h . ··b ·b· d f· h of Jlopullir t e comzl:/a tn uta, or tn es, mstea 0 1D t e co- sutrrnge. 

mitia centuriata, or centuries, as of old; and these 
popular assemblies asserted the right of declaring war, 
of arbitrating in disputes between the governing 
powers, and even of overruling decrees of the senate 
itself.2 The rlemocratic character of these assemblies; 
however, was kept under safe control. They were 
convoked by the tribune, who laid before them' the' 
purpose for which he had called them, but allowed no 
discussion, nor any amendment of the vote which he 
proposed for their adoption. • 

Indeed, these concessions to the popular power 
were far from constituting the republic a democracy. 
The legislative acts of the people were, rare, and were 

1 Cicero, De Divirurtione, ii. 35, 37. 
• Livy, i~i. 31J 53; Dion:H"lic. xi. 45 
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CHAP. reserved for occasions of special popular interest; while 
IY. all th~ acts of the senate were binding upon the people 

without their consent. And so great w~s the authority 
of the senate, and so muitiplied were the executive 
and administrative powers of the magistrates, that the 
people, even with their extended privileges, were little 
concerned in the government of the State. The political 
rights conceded to them had secured their general con
tentment; and they acquiesced in: the rule of their 
natural leaders. The tribunes, again, having a v~to, 
alike upon the acts of the senate and of the people, 
were able to moderate the proceedings of both. The 
political constitution of Rome had now been brought 
into harmony with its. social forces; and for a century 

280 B.C. to and a half, conflicts, previously so frequent, between 
lao B.C. 

different authorities in the St~e, and various classes of 
society, were successfully averted.1 

Redress or While these constitutional changes were in pro-
~'Tie'''Ances. h dr hi h 
435-280 gress, other grievances ad also been re essed, w . c 
H.C. 

contributed to the contentment of the people. By the 
Licinian and later laws, relief was given to insolvent 
debtors: the" rate of inter~st was reduced: the personal 
slavery of debtors was ultimately abolished; and 
further distributions of the public lands were decreed. 

Fusion or Meanwhile, the government was assuming a more 
theoOltl and d ul d l' Th al I the new orderly an reg ate ~orm. e most rega powers 
::c~: of the consuls and dictator were abridged, and the 

authority of the senate proportionally enlarged. The 
wealthier citizens having gained equal rights with the 
patricians, grew into a new aristocracy, generallyact
ing III concert with their former opponents; and the 
plebeians, enriched by successive territorial conquests, 

1 Arnold, Rome, ii. 887. 
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• were no longer distqrbed by agrarian di~contents. And 
at length the union of 'classes was significantly lihown 
by the' admiss!on of the t~bunes to all the privileges 
of the senate. They left their -modest seat, just wit~ 
the door, and sate, al! equals, among the noble and illug... 
trious senators. During their year of office, indeed; 
they were restrained from voting, by their executive 
functions, like the consuls and prretors: but they 
shared in the debates, and could demand the resolu~ 

tiOlJ of the senate, upon all the affairs of state. On 
leaving office, they continued senators for life, repre~ 
senting the popular elemen~ of the constitution. The 
office of tribune, however, had neru.'ly always been held 
by the richer citizens-now a11ied~ in in~erest, with the 
patricians. 
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This lengthened stnlggle of classes ill instructive. The 
'tT'l' hi' f h - .. strnggleof 
tV e see t e exc USlveness 0 t e patnclans overcome classes. 

by 'the united force of liberal members of the patrician 
order, of wealthy citizens, and of the general body of 
plebeians. We see the most influential of the plebeians 
. won over, by reasonable concessions, to the governing 
class·; and political tranquillity ensured by national 
prosperity. It is a lesson not peculiar to Rome,. but 
has been exemplified in every free State. 

With society thus united, and the constitution Conquest of 
. It.h-_ 

strengthened, Rome was able to pursue her careel' of Sat':'2G5 

conquest in Italy, until the once small State of Rome B.C. 

had extended itself from the south of the peninsula" to 
the distant Alps. In these conquests, Rome displayed VariOUll 

hi 1 ha ill· . Sh' d forms of statesmans p no ess t n m tary gelliUS. e alme govem-

h . f I al d h _1 b h d'd mentestab-at t e umon.o t y. un er er nue: ut s e 1 not lished. 

attempt to subject all the conquered races to one 
unvarying law. Accordipg to the nature of their 
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seT'eral countries and governments, and their relations 
to Rome-whether friendly or hostile-they were ad
mitted, from time to time, and in different degrees, to 
communion with the conquering State. Some were 
acknowledged as allies: to some w~re conceded th~ 
laws of Rome, concerning commerce and marriage (jus 
Quiritium): others were constituted as municipia, or 
city republics.1 The relations of the latter to the 
dominant State were various. In some, the inhabi
tants were inscribed among the tribes of Rome, and 
enjoyed all the rights, and were subject to all the 
obligations of Roman citizens: in others, under the 
ius Latii, the people, with some rights of citizenship, 
were yet denied the suffrage, unless domiciled in Rome 
itself. 'Such municipia elected their own magistrates, 
and retained the- privilege of self-government. In 
another form of municipium the people enjoyed.the civil 
laws of Rome, but were without independence or 
political privileges. A'nd, further, there. were pre
fectures, governed by prefects sent from Rome: and 
dedititii, which had giyen up their arms, and destroyed 
their walls, or admitted Roman garrisons. 

Lastly, there were colonies, founded upon con;
quered territOlies, and guarding frontiers and other 
military positions. The lands held by them were the 
rewnrds of victorious soldiers, and the outlet for dis
contenterl citizens, who were eyer clamouring for 
agrarian laws. These colonies were divided into 
Roman and Latin. Of these, the former were com
posed of Roman citizens; and their government was 
formed upon the model· of Rome. The latter were 
allies, rather than subjects of Rome: but they were 

1 ])uruy, RI:~t. Romaine, ch. xi. 
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important parts of the great military organisation, by CHAP. 

which Italy was . held in subjection. No part of the ~ 
Roman polity was so effective as that of its colonies, in 
extending the power and uniting'the various wrces of 
the State, for defence, for conquest, and political unity. 

·Throughout these different communities, whatever Patrician 

their political relations to the capital, the rulers of the ~~;:,~nce 
parent State endeavoured to maintain their dominion tained. 

by means of the aristocratic families, whom they had 
found in the ascendant, and' by holding out hopes to 
the inhabitants, of a closer association with the fran"' 
chises of Rome. Meanwhile, varieties of institutions and 
franchises served to discourage combinations amongst 
the subject States against the central power. 

So great a diversity of political ng'O'hts, however, Italian dis-
contents. 

was naturally the occasion of jealousies and discon-
tents. To become Roman citizens '\Vas the ambition of 
all Italians, who were denied that privilege; and this 
sentiment, not responded to with sufficient promptitude 

. by the ruling State, was destined to become the occa
sion of further hostilities. l 

In course of time, a constant extension of territory Effects of 

wrought important changes in the' social and political ~:~~~st 
condition of Rome. Large distributions of land, in the ~~ci~ty of 

conquered territories, had safely disposed of many of Rome. 

the discontented and turbl!lent citizens: the pedple 
had been generally enriched by. pecuniary bounties; 
and fresh outlets had been provided for the ambition 
of their leaders. Before the first Punic war, Rome had 264 B.C. 

attained a high pitch of material prosperity and social' 

I Detailed accounts of these various forms of government, Bnd 
municipal laws, will be found in Livy, xxiii.-xxviii.; Niebuhr, vol. ii. ; 
Arnold, Hut. of Rrnne, ch. xli.; Hi8. de Jules Cesar, livre i. ch. iii. 
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contentment; and her rulers, with consolidated power 
at home, and a wider range of activity and distinction 
abroad, had not yet been corrupted by cupidity, or 
irresponsible foreign !tIle. 

The progress of society, and of the institutions of 
Rome, until after the conquest of Italy,l affords a noble 
example of the growth and strength of a free people. 
An insignificant kingdom had expanded into a power
ful and prosperous State. Its policy was naturally 
warlike. Every consul burned to acquire triumphs 
during his year. of office: the citizens were eager for 
booty, and the pa,rtition of lands; and the senate of a 
warlike people gladly encouraged conquests, which in
creased the power and glory of the State, and appeased 
the ruscontentsof its citizens. The fi.·equent division of 
newly acquired lands tended to improve the social and 
political condition of Rome. It created a large class of 
free-holders or yeomen, having a common interest in 
the public welfare-a sate agricultural democracy, in 
civil affairs, and a vast array of citizen-soldiers, ever 
ready for new conquests. 

Yet wer~ there evils incident· to these successive 
conquests in Italy, which a wiser economy might have 
averted. Cities were destroyed, and thejr inhabitants 
slain.or doomed to slavery. Desolation overtook once 
prosperous regions. Nor was the ruin of many fair 

. countries repaired by the return of peace. Where 
colonists were settled upon the conquered lands and 
tilled the soil, prosperity was reviv~d: but the old 
Roman custom of retaining vast territories as public 
domains, was spreading, throughout Italy, the evils 

1 The oonquest of Italy may be Mid to have been oompleted about 
265 B.O., hlwing occupied no less than 120 years. 
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which had been suffered, from the earliest times, in the CHAP. 

vicinity of Rome. Large tracts were let to nobles ..2!.:-
and wealthy citizens, who cultivated a portion with 
slave labour, but left the greate~art to lie wa~te' and 
parren. So grave an error was fatal to the future 
prosperity of Italy: it prevented the general occupa-
tion of the soil hy thriving and contented citizens; and 
it provoked renewed demands for agrarian laws, which 
the Italian conquests had, at first, gone far to satisfy. 

1'he conquest of Italy was rapidly succeeded by the The Punic 

Punic and Gaulish wars; and before the new terri- wF~· P . 
lrst ODIC 

tories had been fully settled, or th~. relations of their ;:r!~ 
inhabitants to Rome developed, foreign conquests, and 
desolating wars, upon Italian Bt>il, were effecting 
further changes in the social and political condition of 
the State. The distant expeditions, and great naval 
armaments of the first Punic war, drew heavily upon 
the resources of the Romans. Thousands of soldiers 
and sailors lost their lives in battle and shipwreck: the 
lands which they had cultivated, at home, lay waste, or· 
were tilled by multitudes of slaves, who had been 
taken prisoners in the war. At the same, time, the 
conquest of Sicily first introduced that scheme of pro
·villeial government, and the farming of the revenues of 
distant provinces, which was destined at once to enrich, 
and to demoralise the upper classes of Roman society. 

The first Punic war had been waged abroad by sea Seco.nd 
• • .' PUOle war 

and land. But the Italian soil was soon to be the prey 219-202 

of the invader. The Romans had no sooner repelled B.C. 

the invasion of 'the Gauls, than they had to encounter 
Hannibal and his Carthaginian armies, and to fight for 
their homes and altars. Defeats and disasters befel 
the Roman arms: Rome itself was threatened by vic-
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torious enemies: the danger was increased by' the 
revolt of cities, and the defection of allies and colonies, 
to which they had trusted for military support. But 
the spirit of the Romans rose with their ,dangers. The 
senate, the magistrates, the generals, the soldiers, and 
the citizens were animated by a common sentiment of 
patriotism. When Hannibal was at the gates of Rome, 
the senate sate calmly in the forum, to inspll·e the 
citizens with courage, and to give orders for the de
fence of the city; while thousands of armed citizens 
rushed to the walls . and the citadel; prepared to die 
for their country.l After fearful.sufferings and losses, 
the courage and constancy of. the' Romans prevailed: 
Hannibal was driven out of Italy, and pursued. into 
Africa. Carthage was humbled; and victorious Rome 
was free to pursue her conquests, to subdue other 
ne-tions, and to unite the civilised world in a great 
empire. 

This critical period, in the fortunes of Rome, was 
illustrious in the domestic history of the republic. 
Some of the noblest of Roman worthies adorn its 
annals-Fabius Maximus, Marcellus, FJaminius, and 
the Scipios. The patriotism of great leaders was not 
tarnished by selfish ambition: they were conspicuous 
examples of the vll'tues of the Roman character: 
self-denial, and devotion to their country were their 
highest ahns. The traditions of the republic were 
held in veneration. Reverence for the gods: a holy 
patriotism: 2 respect for the laws and iI;stitiltions of the 

1 Polybius, ix. 6; Livy, xxvi. 9. On a former occasion~ '390 B.C., 

the assembled senators had been massacred, in the forwn, by the Gauls. 
S 'Rome was to the entire Roman people, for many generations, as 

much a. religion as Jehovah was to the Jews; nay, milch more, for they 
never fell a.way from their worship, as the Jews did from theirs. And 
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State: a devoted sense of duty: deference to the aged: 
submission' to the judgment of wise and good men: 
truth and loyalty in the relations of private life :-such 
were the virtues which the best citizens cherished, and 
which the opinion of society enyouraged.1 

It is grateful to contemplate such a society, before 
its approaching corruption. This was the early man
hood of the Roman race-earnest, vigorous, hopeful_ 
and not yet demoralised by riches, luxury, and self
indulgence. 
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generals was formed by the combined influences of philosophy. 

patriotism, religion, and philosophy. Their love of 
country, and their ambition to deserve well of their 

the Romans, otherwise a selfish people, with no very remarkable 
faculties of any kind, except the purely practical, derived nevertheless 
from this one idea, a certain greatness of soul, which manifests itself in 
all their history, where that idea is concerned, and nowhere else, and has 
earned for them the large share of admiration, in other respects not at 
all deserved, which has been felt for them by most noble-minded persons, 
from that time to this.' 'That any man, with the smallest pretensions 
to virtue, could hesitate to sacrifice life, reputation, family, everything 
valuable to him, to the love of country is a supposition, which this 
eminent interpreter of Greek and Roman morality (Cicero) cannot en
tertain for a moment.'--John Stuart Mill, 'Utility of Religion': 'Three 
Essays,' 108. 

I In the time of Polybius, the ancient manners of the Rqmans "Were 
not yet corrupted: their social and domestic virtues were conspicuous ; 
and their generals and statesmen were bold, vigorous, wise, and dis
interested; Hm. ix. 6. Cicero bears witness to the same honourable 
characteristics of the Romans, in the best period of the Commonwealth, 
De Re"ublicaj Hampton, the translator of Polybius, thus describes the 
period of his history, as presenting 'a government, arrived at perfect 
growth, Rnd flourishing in the fairest form: a steady, deep, extensive, 
and far-seeing policy: a Feople joined together by great and generous 
sentiments, even more than by the ties of common interest: a sovereign 
power, exerted solely to maintain the general good: a liberty restrained 
b1.. reason, and submissive to the authority of laws' (pref. ix. Editiolle 
1756). 
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fellow-citizens, inspired them to achieve heroic deeds 
Their religion, notwithstanding its superstitioIis ane 
pious frauds, raised them above mere worldly aims. 
and ennobled them with aspirations to emulate the idea: 
attributes of their gods. And, whatever was wantin~ 
in their Pagan faith, was suppljed by the moral tenet~ 
of the Stoics. The Stoic creed was well suited to th€ 
stern, hard temperament of the Romans. It braced 
them in the resolute purposes of their lives: it en
couraged simplicity ~f manners: it taught. them to 
despise luxury and indulgence: it trained them to 
virtues, higher than any to be found in the teaching 01 
their religion, or the examples of their gods: it incited 
them to daring achievements and sublime sacJjfices. . 

In many aspects, the Roman Stoics suggest a com
parison with the Pmitans of a later age. As Stoicism 
had attached a severer moral code to Paganism, so 
Calvinism imparted a more serious spirit to the. Chris
tian faith. The tenets of Zeno and of Calvin, alike 
encouraged a stern morality, an inflexible purpose, a 
high ideal of virtue. I, The tenets of the one were 
moral only: the tenets of the otner were religious: 
but they both aimed at the same high standard of dis
cipline and self-denial, the same devotion of man to his 
noblest uestinies. Hence, there was much of the PuritM. 

. in the Roman Stoic: there was much of the Stoic in 
the Puritan of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 
They were alike in their virtues and in their failings. 
Both were steadfast in a good ;ause : hut they were 

1 'In the Roman Empire, almost every p-eat character, almost every 
effort in the cause of liberty, emanated from the ranks of Stoicism, 
while Epicureanism WI\/! continually identified with corr,!ption and with 
tyranny.'-Lecky, Hist. of European Morals, i. 184. 
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I also self-willed and obstinate. Their manners were 
simple: but their temper was haughty and morose. 
Deeply impressed with their own virtues, they were 
censorious in their judgment of others. Both were 
narrow and inexpansive in their opinions and sym-
pathies: but the Stoics .. detlving their inspiration from 
philosophy, were free from the religious fanaticism of 
the Puritan'. 

But whatever the affinities .of their creeds and 
characters, their political destinies were' widely dif
ferent. It was the mission of the Roman statesmen 
of the Stoic school to resist innovations in the laws 
and manners of their country: they were the Conser
vatives of their age. It ,,:as the mission of the Puri
tans to struggle for liberties in Church and State, 
against the established powers of their own times and 
countries. 
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Yet, while dwelling upon the virtues of the Romans Faults of 

f h· . . d' I k h' f: ul T the Roman OtIS peno , we must not over 00 t err a ts. . 0 character. 

their enemIes they were cruel and merciless: to their 
allies they were selfish and treacherous: they had no 

. pity upon conquered races: they were haughty and 
oppressive. even to their own countrymen; and they 
were h~sh and exacting in ·their families and house
holds. It was .held to be the duty of every Roman 
to exalt the dominion of the State; and no sense 'of 
justice, no rf:spect for the rights of others, was suffered 
to arrest the march of conquest, or to temper the nile 
of the conquerors. Nor were the Romans free from 
more sordid vices. Their greed of wealth was noto
rious. They 'grasped at the public lands: they were 
eager for plunder in war: they were rapacious in the 
provlllces: they rack:d the poor with usury: they 

VOL. I. M 
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coveted the gains, while they affected to despise the 
pursuit of trade and speculation; and they practised 
unseemly thrift. 

From this period, oratory, which had been prac
tised from the earliest times of the Republic, was about 
to attain its highest development. The public life of 
Rome resembled that of Athens, in many of its con
ditions. In both these free States, war and oratory 
were the chief claims to political power. A great 
general became the natural leader of the people: a 
great orator directed the cOlmcils of the State, and 
stirred up the passions and sentiments of its citizens. 
Many Greek and Roman worthies ruled by the double 
claim of waa.'like prowess and civic eloquence: but in 
times of peace, the latter most swayed the destinies 
of the commonwealth. We have surveyed the public 
life of Athens: let us now look upon the public life of 
the Roman republic. The Roman statesman had 
opportlmities as ample as the Athenian, for the exer
cise of his oratory; and these were multiplied as the 
State advanced in greatness. In the senate, he dis
cussed affairs of State: he addressed men, at once the 
ablest and most experienced-men who had com
manded armies, and filled the highest magistracies; 
patricians of historic name and dignity; renowned and 
popular citizens. The world has seen no worthier 
audience for high debate. From the walls of this 
august assembly, the orator went forth to the forlUll. 
Here he addressed the assembled citizens-senators, 
soldiers, and the people. His. voice was raised to 
sway an eager and impassioned multitude: to soothe 
their discontents: to animate their courage: to foment 
Qr quell seditions: to stir up the people against the 
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senate, or to win them over to its side: to provoke 
them to war, or to counsel peace: to plead the cause 
of the poor against the rich: to scourge the oppressor: 
to vindicate freedom: tofiatter, threaten, and per-:-
suade. 
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Nor were .these the only occasions for his elo- Courts of 

quence. The courts of justice were open to him. The justice. 

judicature of Rome, if less democratic than that of 
Athens, was no less popular; and the prretor and a 
numerous body of judices bore a marked resem-
blance to the judge and jury of our own country. 
State trials were held in the forum-a place 
consecrated by the traditions of Roman history, 
adorned by temples of the gods, and by statues of 
Roman heroes, and under the shadow of the Capitol. 
The court sate in the open air, and was surrounded by 
an eager multitu~, surging even to the housetops
excited, clamorous, and sometimes threatening. The 
advocate was escorted to the forum by troops of clients, 
friends, and partisans. With such popular encourage-
ment, he was not restricted to arguments fOlmded oQ. 
reason and justice: but was free to make the most 
stirring appeals to popular passions and prejudices, 
to excite pity, and to sue for mercy. Nor was the 
pleading of causes confined; as in modern times, to 
professional advocates. Patricians appeared on'behalf 
of their clients: generals and statesmen contended be-
fore the courts, as in the senate. Cato the Censor, 
Scipio the younger, Lrolius, Marc Antony,l Sulpicius, 
Hortensius, Cicero, Julius Cresar: such were the men 
whose eloquence dominated in the forum. The issues 
tried were often as momentous to the State, as the de-

1 Grandfather of the Triumvir • 
• 2 
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crees of the senate, or the votes of the Comitia. The 
conspiracy 'of Catiline, the oppression and malversa
tions of the Sicilian prretor Verres, 1 the electoral 
corruption of Murena, concerned the whole common
wealth; and the orations which have been spared to 
us, bear witness to the eloquence which such great 
occasions called forth.2 To plead a popular cause was 
one of the surest passports to the highest honours of 
the State.8 

It is in free States only that eloquence can flourish: 
it forms part of the life of an enfranchised people. It 
attained perfection in the republics of Greece and Rome: 
it has been conspicuous in France, in the days of her 
freedom; and it is still the great political force of 
England.' 

1 Mr. Forsyth truly says :-' or all the trials of antiquity, this bears 
the nearest resemblance to the impeachment of Warren Hastings;' 
HortensitUJ, 157. And Edmund Burke, in his zeal and eloquence, 
emulated the fame of Cicero. 

II Oicero, Orationes; de Oratore. The constitution and procedure of 
the Roman courts are discussed in Niebuhr, Rist. of Rome, and other 
histories; and Mr. Forsyth gives a popular and spirited sketch of them, and 
of Roman oratory in HcrlensitUJ the Adt"OCate, ch. iii.-v. See also Smith, 
Diet. of Greek and Roman Antiquities, , Basilica,' 'Forum,' , Judices.' 

S Until late in the days of the republic, the speeches of advocates 
were without limit; but Pompey introduced the Athenian method of a 
clepsydra, or water-glass, for me&suring the prescribed length of their 
addresses; Forsyth, Hortf!'TIsius, 123. 

4 Political and fOl"ensic eloquence seems not to have been yet fully 
developed in America, notwithstanding her freedolIl\ 
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EFFEOTS OP POREIGN OONQUESTS Ul'ON THE REPUlILI(}-PATRJOllN RE

AOTION-flOCTAL ClUNGES-CORRUl'TION-DECLINE OP RELIGION

ABSENCE OP A HIDDLE CLASB-TIBERIUS AND CAroS GRACCHUS

MARro8 - LIVIUS DRUSUS - ITALIAN ENFRANC1IISEJlENT-PUlILIUS 

RUPUS-flULLA-POIlPEY-1ULIUS CESAR--oCTAVIUS ClESAR-nuNSI

TJON FROM TH1I REPUBLIC TO TH1I EMPIRE-REVIEW OP TH1I INSTI

TUTIONS AND SOCIETY OP THE REPUlILIo--TKE EMPIRE. 

THIS sketch of public life in Rome has anticipated CHAP. 

some later periods of its history: but we must now ~ 
return to the times succeeding the Punic wars. There ~o!~!.':! 
now came a period of social apd political deterioration. !";:bt~; 
Roman conquests were continued beyond the bounds :~:'-133 

of Italy. Neither seas nor mOlmtains could arrest the 
dominion of Rome. Sicily, Spain~ Carthage, Greece, 
Gaul and Asia Minor, were overrun by Roman con-
querors. From a State, Rome was rapidly growing 
into an Empire, and conquests which, at one time, had 
contributed to the virtues and welfare of its citizens, 
were now becoming the causes of corruption and decay. 

While the people were intent upon wars, and the Polit!cal 
. f h '1 h . . d . t' reaction of enjoyment 0 t e spO! ,t e patriCIan an new anstocra IC t~e patri-

families were assuming a monopoly of power. They Clans. 

secured for themselves all the great offices and mili-
tary commands, and appropriated all the honours of 
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Roman greatness, while they contrived to escape from 
most of the public burthens. They were constantly add
ing to their territorial possessions, by purchase or by 
driving out the freeholders; and were assuming new 
social distinctions. The franchise was narrowed; and 
the favoured body of citizens claimed peculiar privileges 
and exemptions. A democratic party, opposed to the 
rule of an oligarchy, had been overcome by the 
remarkable achievements, and conspicuous merits of the 
aristocratic rulers of the commonwealth. The glories 
of Rome were identified with patrician generals and 
statesmen; and national pride and patriotism consoli
dated their power. 

While these encroachments were being made upon 
the free constitution of the republic, foreign conquests 
were engendering other evils of the gravest character. 
In the Italian wars, a consul levied his army of citizen
soldiers, who soon returned to the plough, and resumed 
their~ place among their fellow-citizens. The Roman 
legions and their generals· ~ere ever under the eye of 
the senate. But in distant and protracted campaigns, 
the troops assumed the character of standing armies. 
The citizen was lost in the soldier, who looked up to 
his general rather than to the State; and the leader of 
victorious armies-accustomed to conquests and com
mand-was beyond the control of the senate. And 
when conquests had been achieved, distant provrnces 
were to be governed; and the prretors and proconsuls 
wielded royal powers over subject races. Many were 
distinguished by virtues and moderation, becoming the 
older type of Romans: but pride, cupidity, and oppres
sion were encouraged by absolute rule; and military 
governors generally returned to Rome, haughty, am-
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bitious, opulent, and demoralised. Farmers of the 
revenues had long since been known for their invidious 
wealth; and now that their operations were extended 
over a wide empire, their excessive gains and exactions 
became at once a reproach to Roman administration, 
and a danger to the State. With dominion, foreign 
commerce was also extended, and created a wealthy 
class of capitalists - contractors, bankers, money
lenders, and speculators in land, merchandise and 
slaves. 
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Meanwhile, serious changes were being developed Social . 
. tl 'al d' . f R This hI' changes 111 III le SOCI con It10n 0 ome. memora e CIty, R~me. 

which had once been the centre of a small agricultural 
State, was becoming the capital of a great empire. 
The yeomen of the Campagna were outnumbered by 
the mixed populace of a densely-peopled city. First 
there were the clients of the great families. From the Clients. 

earliest times, as we have seen, a relation, almost feudal 
in its character, had been recognised between the 
powerful nobles and the poorer citizens. On one side 
were given protection and friendly offices: on the other 
respect and faithful service, when occasion required. 
In course of time freedmen became the most numerous 
class of clients. Such men were specially bound to 
their patrons; and still betrayed much of the character 
of slaves. Their ranks were further recruited ·by de
pendents of various kinds, and many nations, whom 
the increasing wealth and luxury of Roman society 
were attracting to the capital. These numerous clients 
now became like clans, and served the ambition of 
their chiefs, in the street and in the forum. But below 

. • •• The popu-
them was the rabble of the CIty: ImmIgrants from lace. 

other parts of Italy: Greeks, Asiatics, slaves, beggars, 
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and criminals. The Roman citizen was lost, in the 
midst of this incongruous multitude. 

What then. had Roman society become? ~t its 
head were ambitious and wealthy nobles, command
ing vast means of corrnption: beneath them was a 
wretched populace without patriotism or virtue, and 
open to the most vulgar seductions of self-inte;est and 
pleasure. Their wants were appeased by a profuse 
distribution of grain from the provinces, below its cost 
price; and their amusements ministered to by the con
stant multiplication of games and festivals, the cost of 
which was defrayed by the rodiles, and other elected 
magistriJJ:es. Who could aspire to such offices unless 
they were rich and liberal ?Theatrical entertainments 
were provided for the people by the rediles. Wrest
ling and athletic sports were succeeded by the baiting 
of wild beasts from Africa; and these again by the re
volting combats of gladiators.1 The multitude craved 
for new excitements, and those provided for them be
came mor~ and more brutalising. Such was the de
moralisation of th.e time, that even the administration 
of justice was tainted with corruption.s 

While the patricians were using every form of cor
ruption to maintain their ascendency, demagogues were 
learning to appeal to the passions and prejuctices of 
the people. Orderly government was gradually giving 
way to faction and tumults. And in a constitution 
which permitted laws to be passed by popular acclama~ 
tion, and appeals to be made from the.senate to a public 

I The first exhibition of gladiators was in the year 264 B.C., as part of 
a fllIlerru solemnity. Similar exhibitions afterwards formed part of other 
{Imerals i and they were gradually' introduced as public sports, for the 
entertainment of the people. 

t See Cicero's first oration against Verres. 
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afforded for disorder ! ~ 
In vain the elder Cato protested against these grow- Catothe 

ing evils. Some partial reforms were due to his bold- Censor. 

ness and public virtue: but a corrupt society was the 
cause of the political disorganisation of his time,and 
was beyond a legislative remedy. In 'the words of 
Dr. Merivale, • with the death of Cato the Censor 149 B.C. 

the last link was snapped which connected the exist-
ing generation of Roman statesmen with the traditions 
of simplicity and moderation derived from the early 
commonwealth.' 1 

The simple manners and austerity of the ancient Increase of 

Romans wire rapidly giving ~ay to ostentatious luxury luxury. 

and ,ice.. Before their foreign conquests, the Romans, 
distinguished as they were for· a genius in war and 
government, were generally without cultivation and 
refinement. In literatur~ and the arts they were mere 
barbarians compared with the Greeks, whom they, were 
destined to conquer. The m,ore educated had long ad-
mired the tmapproachable genius of the Greeks; and Grdeekfjarts· 

"an re nc-
when Greece fell under the Roman yoke, her philo- ments. 

sophy, her literature, her arts, her very habits, became 
the fashion among her conquerors. They had much 
to learn: but there was danger in the learning. The 
glories of Greece had passed away: her freedom, her 
valour, her patriotism had been trodden down by invad-
ing armies. Her philosophers had nearly overthrown 
the Pagan divinities, without raising a new faith: her 
culture had declined with her freedom; and her sons 
were now a degenerate race.s 

I Fall of tl.s Roman Republic, Preface. 
S Montesquieu ascribes to Epicurus the corruption of Roman, lUI well 
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No one can affect to lament the decline of Paganism. 
So monstrous a faith could not long impose upon the 
higher intellects of any civilised people. It had been 
held in light esteem among the Greeks, since the times 
of Plato and Aristotle; and with advancing civilisation, 
the ancient faith was less revered among the cultivated 
Homans. Even that faith, however, had afforded some 
security for morals; and by the Homans especially, the 
national religion was associated with traditions of 
patriotism, and with public and domestic "rirtues. They 
cherished the memory of their god-king Homulus, and 
idolised their Eternal City. But the conquerors of 
the world witnessed, "ith contempt or disgust, the ab
surd superstitions of various nations; and learned to 
interpret them by the light of Greek scepticism. The 
national religion declined at the very time that the 
greatest inroads were being made upon Homan morals. 
\Vealth, suddenly acquired by men devoid of cultme 
and moral training, was full of temptation and peril: 
the restraints of an orderly society were relaxed by the 
influ.""{ of strangers; and frivolous and pleasme-seeking 
Greeks, and debased Asiatics completed the demora
lisation of the Homaus. 

Other causes contributed to the disorganisation of 
Homan socie~y. The aversion of the Homans to trade 
and handicrafts, and the universal prevalence of slave 
labour, discouraged the natural growth of a middle 
class in their society. The place of prosperous mer
chants, tradesmen and artificers was filled by freedmen 
and slaves, who enriched their employers, but acquired 
no independent position for themselves. The indus-

as Greek morality; but it was due to many causes beyond the tenets of 
& single philosopher. 
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tries which, in modern States, have created powelful CHAP. 

classes, between the rich and the poor, merely swelled ~ 
the fortunes of employers, and multiplied the numbers 
of the employed. The upper and the lower classes were 
left to stnlggle against each other, without the inter-
vention of an intermediate class, to moderate the strife, 
siding now with one party, and now with another. 

Nor was it in the city only that these causes were The ~ublic 
" h h d I' b h domams. m operation, to perpetuate tear mes etween t e 
rich and the poor. The greater part of the public 
domains had been let out to nobles and powerful 
citizens, at nominal rents, and were cultivated by slaves, 
whilst vast numbers of the smaller freeholders had been 
uestroyed by the incessant wars of the republic. In-
stead of farmers and yeomen, to constitute an. agri~ 
cultural middle class, the bailiff ~f the absentee land-
lord drove his slaves into the field, to till the soil: the 
harvest was gathered in due season, but its profits left 
no traces of wealth where it had grown. There were 
no contented peasantry, interested in the welfare of the 
farm, and bound by ties of kincUiness and interest to 
their employers. The wealth of the landowners was 
coveted: their privileges were denounced as a wrong 
to the community: but throughout those parts of the 
public domains, which had been thus appropriated by 
the rich, there was no agricultural class but their own, 
to unite in their defence. Frequent efforts were made 
to restrain these abuses, and the Licinian law had 870a.c. 

grappled boldly with the tmjust distribution of the 
public lands: 1 but it had b~en frustrated by neglect, 
and by the continual encroachments of the rich. 

When agrarian discontents arose, the landowners of 

1 J.ivy, vi. 21, 35, et 8eg. 
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the public domains were brought into immediate con
flict with the needy and aggressive populace. There 
was no powerful class of independent cultivators between 
them, to break the shock. At the same time, the want 
of other productive industries, among the citizens, 
made the occupation of land nearly their only means 
of support. Hence the continual demand for agrarian 
laws, during the entire history of Rome. Without 
trades or handicrafts, land was a necessary of life; and 
as large territories belonged to the State, claims for a 
redistribution of the soil were difficult to satisfy, or to 
silence. 

This absence of a sufficient middle class cUI.ud not 
fail to affect the course of Roman politics. The col
lisions of <:lasses were more 'violent: disorders were 
aggravated; and the balance and proportion of a well
ordered society were wanting, to moderate the strife of 
hostile interests. 

This condition of society had another disastrous 
effect upon the political life of ;Rome. The poorer 
class of citizens, who, lmder different conditions, would 
have attained independence and competency, by their 
own industry, were the humble clients of rich men, suing 
for favours, and even subsistence, from their patrons, 
and following them blindly, in every party contest. This 
was the class, whose poverty and dependence naturally 
exposed them to the seductions of bribery, whose wants 
were supplied by distributions of corn; whose idle 
tastes were gratified by games, and bloody spectacles of 
wild beasts and gladiators, and whose cupidity was in
:£lamed by constant agitations for Hgrarian laws. The 
class which ought to have been a source of strength 
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and stability, was the cause of demoralisation, disorders, CHAP. 

and danger to the State. -!--
Another dangerous evil in Roman society, and a Debtors 

f .3:_ fi d· hi· and credi-constant s.ource 0 \.illIcontent, was oun ill t e re ations tors. 

of debtors and creditors. Multitudes of the poorer 
citizens were reduced to debt by military service, and 
by the want of lucrative industries; and the laws for 
the recovery of debts, which had been made by the 
rich for their own protection, were of galling severity. 
The rate of interest was oppressive; and a debtor lID-

able to discharge his debt, became the slave of his 
creditor. By the laws of the Twelve Tables the rate of 451 B.C. 

interest had been reduced to ten per cent.: other laws 
were passed, from time to time, to appease the discon-
tents of debtors: but such was the condition of Roman 
society, that debtors continued to be a considerable 
class, sullenly discontented with ·the rich, and swelling 
the ranks of the turbulent. 

Society was further endangered by the constant De~orali-

ul ·Ii· f I ul· fr d satlOnof m tIP catIon 0 s aves, res tmg om conquests, an slavery. 

a merciless slave-trade. In. the city, slaves were em
ployed in trades and handicrafts; and in the country 
in husbandry; and as free Romans despised useful in
dustry, all the manual labour of society was performed 
by slaves. Slave labour was marked by all its worst 
accompanintents-the brand, the shackle, the scourge, 
and the prison-barrack: there was neither rest nor 
hope for the slave; and the burthen of his life was too 
heavy to be borne. Hence arose frequent disorders 135-132 

and insurrections throughout Italy; and in Sicily serious B.C. 

servile war!!. Everywhere resistance was overcome, 
with revolting cruelties: but the social danger con-
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tinued, as a permanent disturbance of the economy of a 
free State. 

Resistance In every free country, efforts are continually made 
to abuses. 

to refonn acknowledged abuses; and such attempts, 
more or less judicious, but nearly always un"successfl.ll, 
form a considerable part of Roman history, during the 
last hundred and fifty years of the republic. 

Governors One of the most flagrant evils was the impunity of 
of pro v-
inc.s. rapacious and oppressive governors of provinces. It 

was vain to appeal to a patrician senate, which' stood 
by its order;' and in 149 B.C., on the proposal of Lucius 
Calpurnius Pisa, a judicial committee 1 of the senate 
was appointed to hear complaints from the provinces. 

Undue in- Again it was attempted (139-131 B.C.) to restrain the 
fluenL"e of h 
the nobles. lmdue inflbence of the aristocracy in t e comitia, by vote 
The ballot. by ballot. The young nobles seeking office naturally 

relied upon the suppOl-t of their numerous family clients: 
but they also canvassed for votes, in the streets, shaking 
hands familiarly with all classes of citizens, like modern 
British candidates, and securing their support by pro
fuse personal bribery. How far the ballot served 
to check either undue influence or corruption, may 
be~ an interesting inquiry for Englishmen of the pre-

• .dent day, who have recently adopted the same ex
periment. But whatever its effect, another abuse was 
beginning to prevail, which made all attempts at elec

Appeals to toral reform utterly hopeless,. So long as qualified 
the popu- al d h 
lace. citizens alone were appe e to, t ere was some security 

for public order, if not for reasonable and honest votes: 
but nobles and demagogues were beginning to disre
gard the comitia, and to address themselves to motley 

) QutZStio ordinaria. 



TIBERI US GRACCHt'S. 175 

multitudes gathered together in the streets-slaves, CHAP. 

foreigners, and the dregs of the people. These irregu- --!:
lar assemblages, known as conciones, without any pre-
tence of authority, were often able to settle important 
matters of policy, by tumultuous acclamations, which 
neither the magistrates nor the senate ventured to re-
sist. Such mob-rule as this was not democracy, but 
tumult and anarchy. 

The evils of the Roman constitution and society were Tiberiu. 

exemplified by the exploits of the ill-fated Gracchi. f::<;:,.~:'· 
Tiberius Gracchus-himself of a noble and distinguished 
family-was elected tribtme of the people, and at once 
resolved to redress the grievances of the farmers, by a 
redistribution of the public lands. The position of a 
tribune was that of the leader of a popular epposition, 
and he owed his election to his promises of an agrarian 
law, which were placarded upon~e walls, porticoes, 
and tombs, throughout the city. His great aim was to 
enforce the observance of previous laws, to con;ect the 
grave abuses of tlre system under which the public 
lands were held,. and to raise up a new class of small 
proprietors and cultivators of the soil, who would have 
constituted an industrious and stable middle ciass,: to 
stand between the haughty nobles and the hungrY'" 
populace. He proposed to revive the Licinian law, and 
to provide that no proprietor should hold more than 
500 acres for himself and 250 for each of his sons: 
he offered compensation to those whose interests were 
affected, and he assigned thirty acres each, to large 
numbers of citizens and allies. In the judgment of 

. high authorities, his scheme was wise and equitable;1 

1 Pll1tRrch says :_l There never WUB a milder law ena.cted against s(> 
much injustice and oppression. For they who deserved to have been 
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but it was condemned by the landowners, as confiscation. 
He proposed his law to· the comitia: but his colleague 
in the tribunate, Marcus Octavius, prevented it, by his 
veto, from being put to the vote. Gracchus retaliated 
by impeding all public administration, and sealing up 
the treas1-ITe-chest, which, in those days, was the, most 
effectual mode of stopping the supplies. Again his law
now increased in severity against the landowners-was 
submitted to the people, and was a second time arrested 
by the veto of his colleague. It was then discussed, 
without result, in the Senate. A third time Gracchus 
appealed to the people, and, first, to secure himself 
against another veto, he invited them to depose his col
l~ue. Such an act was wholly beyond their powers: 
but they set him aside, by acclamation. The agrarian 
law was then passed; and Gracchus himself, his brother, 
and his father-in-law, Appius Claudius, were appointed 
commissioners to carry it into effect. Here was a law 
carried, in revolutionary fashion, against the senate 
and the patrician party: but they were unable to arrest 
its execution. The popular tribune, in defiance of the 
law, offered. himself for re-election; but his opponents 
mustered in sufficient force to resist him: the assembly 

"~iWas twice broken up in disorder; and no tribunes were 
elected. And now the nobles and senators wreaked their 
vengeance upon the author of the agrarian law. They 
accused him of aiming at royal power-the greatest 
crime known to the !romans-and arming themselves, 
like a mob, with bludgeons, they rushed from the 

punished. for infringing the rights of the community, and fined for hold
ing the lands contrary to law, were to receive compensation for giving up 
their groundless claims, and restoring the estates to such of the citizens 
as were to be relieved; , Life of Tib. GracchuB. 
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senate-house and beat out his brains, on the OapitoP CHAP. 

Three hundred of his supposed adherents fell with him. ~ 
Such was the fate of a Roman reformer, who had 
threatened the vested interests of the nobles. It is said 
to have been the first sedition since the expulsion of the 
Tarqijins, in w hkh the blood of citizens had been shed; 2 

, but henceforth every political movement was marked 
by violence, and stained' with bloodshed. 

Here was the commencement of anarchy, and of Commence-
ment of 

civil war between the senate and the people. The con- anarchy. 

stitution was at fault in permitting such a law to be 
proposed, on behalf of the State, to a mere crowd of 
citizens: Gracchus was turbulent and revolutionary; 
and the senate ferocious and brutal. .. 

Such a collision between the aristocratic and popu- Caius 

I . ld h b b h I N' Gracchus. ar parties cou not t us e rOllg tto Ii c ose. me 123 B.C. 

years later, Oaius Gracchus was elected to the triblmate, 
burning to reform the abuses of the State, and to 
avenge his brother's death. With many of the qualities 
of a great statesman-eloquence, an earnest purpose, 
cournge; and a clear insight into the wrongs under 
which his country was suffering-his own passionate 
temper, and 1jhe fierce excitement of the times, soon 
hurled him to his ruin. 

His .first aim was to gain over the people, to his 
side, by those perilous means too well known to Roman 
magistrates. The public granaries were enlatged; and 
abundant supplies of corn were distributed monthly to 
the citizens, at half their natural price. This bounty 
being distributed in Rome itself, the citizens from the 

I Before the statues of the seven kings at the Temple of Fidelity, on 
the slope of the Ca pi tol. 

• Plutarch (Tib. Gracchus). 

VOL. I. X 
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the constitution of.the senate, and to increase the au
thority and active interposition of the people, in all the 
affairs of State. 

Hitherto, orators in the forum, in addressing the 
people, had turned towards the senate-house, and the 
comitium, where the patricians were assembled ': but 
Caius is said to have shown his deferellce to the ple
beians, by turning round to them, where they clustered 
behind the rostra. And this democratic example was 
henceforth followed by other Roman orators. l Doubt
less, his immediate object was to acquire domination 
for himself: but the tendency of his measures was 
clearly democratic. His largesses to the people were a 
dangerous form of communism; and the weakening of 
the senate, and the enlargement of the powers of the 
comitia, were effective instruments in the hands of a 
demagogue. The populace of Rome continued to 
be a peril to the State, not only throughout the 
remaining years of the republic, but even during the 
empire. 

His own personal designs were favoured by a recent 
law which permitted his re-election to the office of 
tribune; and he was elected a second time. But on 
offering himself a third time, he found his enemies 
too strong for him. They had not been idle, dlUing 
his t1ibunate, but had laboured to gain the adherence 
of the people, and recover the alliance of the eques
trians. Gracchus was defeated, and a quarrel arising 
between himself and the senate, concerning the coloni
sation of Carthage, the senators were prompt in their 
revenge. Gracchus and his followers were proclaimed 

1 Plutarch (Caius Gracchus). Cicero and Varro, however, attribute 
lhp. introduction:of this practice to Cains Liciniu~. 



PATRICIAN REACTION. l8i 

as insurgents, and speedily routed and slain by the CHAP. 

nobles, assisted by a body of Cretan archers. Caius ~ 
Gracchus, like his brother, feillmder the vengeance of Proscrip-

• tion of his 
the party he had outraged; and thousands of his fol- party. 

lowers, who had escaped from the fray, were after-
wards strangled in prison. It was one. of the worst 
characteristics of Roman politics, that the victory of 
one party was stained by the proscription of the other; 
and this bloody policy assumed vaster proportions, in 
later years. 

Both the Gracchi had perished in the popular cause; The 
memory of 

and, at a later period, a grateful people erected statues the . 
Graccln. 

and altars, on the spots where they had fallen, and 
offered sacrifices in honour of their public viI-tues. 
Their distinguished mother, Cornelia, like a tme Roman 
matron, gloried in the memory of her patriot sons; 
saying, 'They perished in the temples and groves of 
the gods. They deserved to fall in those sacred places, 
for they dedicated their lives to the noblest object-
the happiness of the people.' 

The patricians now recovered their ascendency, but Patrician 

h II nl h . . b d' h I'J advances t ey COli ( 0 Y ope to retam It y omg omage, 1 ce to the 
people. 

Gracchus, to the people. They were able to reverse the 
policy, and abrogate most of the popular measures of the 
Gracchi. Their scheme of government was reactionary, 
an~ oligarchic: but they were diyided among them
selves. The greater number were narrow and old
fashioned in their views-opposed not only to political 
change, but to social and intellectual progress. They 
spurned the culture of the Greeks, and all foreign arts 
and manners. They were the old Tory party of the 
Romans. A.nother section of the patricians, and of 
the equestrian order, favoured a more liberal State 
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policy, welcomed Greek philosophy and literature, and 
cherished new ideas in religion and speculative thought. 
The rivalry of -these parties, and the ambition of men 
aspiring to the magistracy, drove them to the use of 
aU popular arts. It was in the forum, and not in the 
senate, that t~ sought for influence and power. They 
flattered and bribed the democracy; and many of the 
candidates for popular favour were themselves incap
able, self-seeking, and corrupt. The senate had lost 
!espect as well as power; and the State was exposed, 
with. weakened authority, to the double danger of de
mocracy and military dictation. The·. people assumed 
to nominate generals; and generals, with popular sup
port, became masters of the commonwealth. 

Of ,the latter danger, Marius was a conspicuous 
example-to be succeeded by other ambitious soldiers 
who brought ruin upon the republic. He was elected 
consul, and invested by the people with the first com
mand in the African war. Having conquered J ugurtha, 
he was re-elected consul in five successive years,l con
trary to law, and appointed by the people commander 
of the forces in Gaul, to repair the reverses sustained by 
Roman arms. Victorious over the Teutones and the 
Cimbri, he returned to Rome. The Roman legions had 
been assuming, more and more, the character of stand
ing armies; and Marius, by voluntary enlistments, by 
a reorganisation of his forces, and changes of discipline, 
had made them less than ever an army of citizens. 
Crowds of soldiers had flocked to his standards, who 
were not citizens of Rome: they lived upon their pay 
and plunder: they were soldiers by profession: they 

1 He was consul 107 B.C., and five timeS consecutively, 104-100 B.C. 

His seventh consulate was in 86 B.C., after an interval of thirteen years. 
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had no land to return to, after the war: but looked to CHAP. 

their general for rewards, and future provision. The ~~ 
commander of such an army had Rome at his feet: but His popu

he disbanded it-an example too rarely follo~ed, after ~~asures. 
this period. He was, however, followed by multitudes of 
his soldiers, eager to share his futureo4'ortunes, and 
secure their own part of the spoil. To them, and to the 
people he appealed, not as a general, but as a popular 
reformer; and following in the footsteps of the Gracchi, 
he became leader of the democratic party, in opposition. 
to the senate and the patricians. For a sixth time he 
was chosen consul: while two demagogues were asso-
ciated with him-Glaucia as prretor, and Saturninus as 100 B.C. 

tribune of the people. His policy was, in the main, 
that of Caius Gracchus. He proposed to gratify his 
soldiers by extensive grants of land in Africa; and to 
appease that perpetual craving for land, which ever 
agitated the Romans, by founding new colonies beyond 
the Alps. As this colonisation was not confined to 
Roman citizens, but embraced the Italian allies, it was 
popular to a class whose growing discontents were 
dangerous to the State. ~o propitiate the equestrians, 
their judicial privileges were to be extended; and to 
assuage the hunger of the mob, he fixed a still lower 
price, in the distribution of grain. When these laws were 
submitted to the comitia, attempts were made by the 
senatorial party to defeat them, and to disperse the 
assembly by force: but the soldiers of Marius came to 
the rescue. There was a battle in the forum: the The Appu-

1di d ul . d d h A -1· leim laWs. 
SO ers an pop ace prevaile ; an t e ppIUelan 
laws were passed. 

About the same time, the tribune Domitius obtained The Ponti 

for the people the right of electing the chief pontiff, ~o:t::c. 
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CHAP. which had hitherto been exercised by the patricians 
v. , alone. With a superstitious people swayed by signs, 

portents, and sacrifices, this control over the pontificate 
was a signal gain to the democracy. 

Submission But the triumph of the popular party was short-
of Marius 
to the lived. These lawless proceedings alarmed the patricians 
senate. and equestrians alike, while dissensions arose between 

Marius and his colleagues. The senate resolved to put 
down the popular movement; and arming themselves 
and thellrlollowers, called upon Marius, as consul, to 
assist them. Strange to say, he responded to this call; 
and sword in hand, routed his late friends, and slew 
Saturninus and. Glaucia, and other popular leaders of 
his own party. But Marius himself was lost. Dis
trusted and hated by both the parties, whom he had 
outraged, in turn, he retired from Rome, and left the 
senators to wreak their vengeance upon those who, 
under his guidance, had favoured the popular cause. 

Reco,"ervof The senate now recovered much of its former power; 
~~ h the senate. and in order to restrain the hasty legislation of t e 

comitia, it made bindirig a former usage, which re
quired an interval of seven days between the proposal 
and voting of any law; and further prohibited the 
comprehension-Or, as we should say, 'tacking '-of 
several different objects in the same law. 

Livins The fate of reformers was not encouraging: but no 
Urusus. sooner had Marius failed, than he was succeeded by 

Livius Dnlsus, a high-minded statesman of noble birth, 
who honestly sought to reform abuses. His first attack 

Livilln 
Inw~. 
91u.l'. 

was directed against the equestrian order. Their courts 
had abused the judicial functions lately entTIlsted to 
them; and he proposed to restore them to the senate: 
while he enlarged that body, by the addition of 300 
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equestrians. Assignments of land, and distributions of CHAP. 

corn were essential to popular support; and he offered ~ 
them freely. And further, he proposed to extend the 
franchise of Roman citizens to the Italian allies. He 
was only able to carry these laws by violating the 
recent law against the tacking of dissimilar provisions; 
and the senate annulled them as illegal. But, at 
Home, it was not enough to defeat a reformer, and his 
measures: he must be punished and put out or' the 
way; and so Drusus was doomed to fall by"the hand 
of an assassin. Another reformer had fallen, like the 
Gracchi, by the hands of the patrician party. 

This failure of the Livian laws was followed by Enfran-
'" chisement 

events momentous in the future history of Rome. The of Italian 

enfranchisement of the Italian allies could no longer be allies. 

effectually resisted. The favoured citizens of a small 
municipal State assumed to govern the whole of Italy. 
They declared war, and called upon the Italians to share 
in all its burthens: they administered the government 
and finances of the State for their own benefit: they 
appropriated to themselves the glories and spoil of con-
quest: they divided among their leaders the great 
magistracies, and the command of armies and of pro
vinces; and they provided their poor with corn, for 
which the whole empire was ransacked. But in none 
of these things had the Italians any voice or influence. 
They had the onerous duties of citizens, without their 
rights. It was as if London should claim the right of 
governing England. Every attempt to do justice to 
the Italians had hitherto been defeated by the narrow 
jealousies of all classes of Romans, who were reluctant 
to share their exclusive rights with strangers and rivals. 
To restrict the charmed circle of citizenship was the 
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aim of the Romans, who had even gone so far as to 
prohibit the residence of all persons except citizens in 
Rome. There was no hope of friendly concessions; 
and at length the Italians determined to extort the 
franchise by force of arms. The revolt of Fregellre, 
thirty-five years before, had shown the spirit by which 
the people of Italy were animated; and now, when the 
hopes which Dmsus had raised were disappointed, a 
widespread insurrection was provoked. The object of 
the insurgents was plainly declared: for they offered to 
lay down their arms on condition of being admitted 
as citizens. Their offer was rejected: but the first 
year of the war was disastrous to the Roman arms; 
and in order to avert the combination of the whole of 
Italy, the rights of citizenship, with some invidious 
limitations, were conceded to all the Italian communi
ties, which had not hitherto joined in the revolt. After 
two more years of strenuous war, the insurrection was 
crushed; and the insurgents were still excluded from 
the franchise. 

The war was nearly at an end: but the domestic con
dition of Rome was worse than ever. Proscription had 
infuriated party strife: Rome was full of disbanded 
soldiers; and great losses had been sustained by the 
recent war in Italy, which brought creditors and debtors 
into violent conflict. In the midst of these troubles, 
there arose another reformer, the tribune Publius Sul
picius Rufus. He sought to purify the senate by the 
exclusion of insolvent senators: to extend all the rights 
of. citizenship to the new Italian citizens; and to give 
to freedmen the right of voting in aU the tribes. His 
laws were passed, in the forum, in the midst of tumult. 
The consul Sulla, who had aided the senate in resisting 
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these reforms, now retired from Rome, and rejoined his CHAP. 

army, which, having quelled the Italian insurrection, ~ 
was preparing for a campaign against Mithridates. Sul-
pieius, distrusting the designs of the unfriendly consul, 
obtained a decree from the people to supersede him in 
his command, and to appoint Marius-who had done 
good service in the Italian war-to conduct the Eastern 
expedition. This resolution was a death-blow to Roman 
liberty. Sulla defied his rival, and marched, with his Sulla be

victorious army, to Rome; and, easily overcoming the ::'~:r of 
resistance of Marius and Sulpicius, he made himself Rome. 

master of the city. The former escaped: the latter 
was overtaken and slain. 

Having proscribed, at his own will and pleasure, the ~is reac-
tIonary 

leaders of the popular party, he passed several laws of policy. 

a reactionary character. The senate having been greatly 
reduced by war and proscription, he appointed no 
less than 300 new senators-all from the conservative, 
or anti-revolutionary party. He restored the old sys-
tem of voting, introduced by Servius Tullius, which 
gave nearly exclusive power to the wealthy classes; 
and he restrained the tribunes from proposing any law 
to the comitia, lmtil it had first been approved by the 
senate. 1 

Having accomplished these constitutional changes, His policy 

he sailed for the East, with his army. The popular b~v:~ed 
party were quick to take advantage of his absence. The c=~ 
consul Cinna proposed to reverse his policy: to recall 
from banishment the leaders he had proscribed; and to 
admit to equal privileges the new Italian citizens, and 

1 The fullest narratives of these evenis, and of the succeeding civil 
wars of Rome, are to be found in Appian, Rom. Hillt. vol. ii. book i.-v. ; 
Plutarch's Lives of Marius, Sulla, Pompey, Cresar, &c.; and in Dr. 
Mp.rivale's excellent history of the fall of the Roman republic. 
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freedmen. He invited the new citizens to come to his 
assistance; and they crowded into Rome. Both parties 
rushed, with swords drawn, into the fOTIlm ; and, instead 
of orderly deliberation, there was battle and massacre. 
The senatorial party prevailed, and, after great slaughter, 
drove Cinna and his followers out of the city. The 
senate decreed his banishment, and deposition from 
the consulate: but he appealed to the Italians, and to 
the army which was still before Nol~the last of the 
Italian cities which held out against Rome. He soon 
gathered bands of armed insurgents and soldiers; and, 
joined by Marius, who had drawn together another 
army, he marched upon Rome. The capital was in
vested. In vain, the senate appealed to Strabo, the 
general of another army: in vain it decreed citizenship 
to all the Italians who had lately laid down their arms : 
sufficient succour was not forthcoming. After grievous 
sufferings from pestilence and famine, the gates of the 
city were thrown open to the invaders; and Cinna and 
Marius took possession of the capital. A proscription 
followed-the first of a deadly series of proscriptions
tmparalleled in the annals of Rome, and probably of 
any other country, until the French revolution. To 
prevent the escape of its victims, the city gates were 
closed; and with maddened fury, the obnoxious pa
tricians and senators, and their adherents, were slain. 
Ghastly heads were exposed in the fOTIlm; and head
less tnmks were dragged, with indignity, through the 
streets. Unburied corpses sickened the survivors of 
this hideous massacre. The property of the victims 
was confiscated and sold. Proscription and terror had 
now found a settled place in the government of Rome; 
and were henceforth the acknowledged instmment of 
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partie9, throughout the remaining days of the republic CHAP. 

~~~~~ ~ 
The authors of this monstrous butchery were elected Cinna and 

• Marius 
consuls, and the brutal Manus ruled for the seventh consnls. 

time. He did not long survive his iniquities, but died 86 B.C. 

in fevered madness. Cinna alone continued undisputed c. . mna 
master of Rome, regarding neither the senate nor the consul. 

people. Four times did he elect himself consul, nomi
nating also all the other magistrates. He gave the 
Italians, and the freedmen, the complete franchise; and 
he brought rejoicing to the debtors, by cancelling about 
three-fourths of their debts. 

And so the revolution prospered. But at length Return of 
Sulla. 

the war against 'Mithridates was brought to a close, and 
Sulla announced his return to Rome; Cinna resolved 
to give him battle, before he reached the Italian shores, 
but was slain in a mutiny of his own troops at. Ancona. 
Sulla landed, and Italy was desolated with civil war. 
The revolutionary party, in possession of the govern
ment, raised armies to defeat the leader of the reaction, 
in the field; and continued the proscription of the 
foremost nobles and senators of his party. Sulla 
rallied round him the chiefs of the senatorial party, 
recruited his victorious army among the Italians, de
feated his enemies, one after another, and at length 
took possession of Rome. The State was no longer 
governed either by the senate, or by the people, but 
by the sword. 

Sulla proposed himself to the senate as dictator, SuUa dic-
t.ator. 

'for the making of laws, and for the government of 8h.c. 

the commonwealth;' and the senate was obliged to 
confer upon him this absolute power, independent of 
senate, magistrates, and comitia. The senatorial party 
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had again triumphed: but their power was wielded by 
Sulla alone. Yet he gratified their revenge; and the 
revolutionists were now proscribed with no less savagery, 
than that with which they had recently pursued their 
foes. Lists of the proscribed were made out; and Sulla 
announced that he could think of' no more names at 
present, but might probably remember more. And for 
six months he and his myrmidons continued to remem~ 
ber new victims to their vengeance and rapacity. Civil 
wars, military rule, executions and massacres-such 
were the laws of Rome! The property of the van~ 
quished party was confiscated, while the followers of 
Sulla were enriched. His soldiers were rewarded 
with grants of land. Where Italian communities had 
espoused the revolutionary cause, they were punished 
and despoiled: where they had supported Sulla, their 
rights as Roman citizens were confirmed. The freed
men were deprived of the privileges which Cinna had 
given them. 

Sulla had the boldness to discontinue the' distribu
tion of corn to the multitude: he abolished the per
nicious system of farming the revenues; and he stnpped 
the equestrian order of all the privileges which Caius 
Gracchus had conferred upon them. To the senate 
he gave the sole right of initiating legislation, and ex
tended its powers of administration and of judicature. 
He added 300 members to the senate, who were 
elected by the ccimitia: thus filling up the vacancies 
caused by proscriptions, and at the same time enlarging 
the senate from its accustomed number of about 300, 
to upwards of 500. The constitution of the senate was 
further changed by recruiting its ranks from the qurestors 
only, twenty in number, who were also annually electel~ 
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by the comitia. Hence the senate, which had always CHAP. 

had the elements of representation, through the elected ~ 
magistracies, now became a representative assembly, in 
a fuller sense than any deliberative body to be found 
in the history of ancient States. But as the great 
officers' of State from whom it waEl replenished were 
members of the patrician families, the aristocratic 
character of the assembly was constantly maintained. 
The heads of many of the old families, indeed, had 
perished in the late proscriptions: but their places 
were taken by other patricians, and by the richest and 
most powerful members of the new aristocracy. 

These novi homines, though constantly increasing Nov! 
. nfl d f1 • h hommes. in 1 uence, an 0 ten consplcuoUS for t eir talents, 

were still regarded by the old families with lofty con-
tempt and jealousy. They contested for offices and 
political power with the patricians, who had learned to 
regard themselves as entitled to exclusive dominion in 
the State. There was room, however, for both these 
sections of the oligarchy; and whatever their rivalry, 
they shared . the spoils of proconsulates, and nued 
together in the senate and in the forum. But the older 
nobles, however thinned by wars and proscription, and 
ruined by confiscations, contrived to maintain their 
ascendency, and continued to be the foremost men in 
the State. Apart from political rivalry, the social 
jealousy with which the patricians regarded the novi 
homines was but a natural sentiment, familiar to all 
socletles. Men proud of their ancestry and their order, 
cherished by their equals, and respected by their clients 
and followers, resented the approaches of less favoured 
rivals, whose personal merits were their only creden-
tials. The manners and tastes of the novi homines 
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were repllgnant to the 'exclusively patrician society. 
Abilities and accomplishments availed them little: fOr 
great nobles, when they passed beyond their own 
charmed circle, more often affected the society of 
'vulgar flatterers and buffoons, than of clutivated men, 
who excelle<f them in everything but birth. The sym
pathies and antipathies of society were the same in 
ancient Rome, as they are in France, in England, and 
even in America, in our own times.! 

Other From the comitia Sulla did not venture expressly 
me".ures of 
Sulla. to withdraw their constitutional rights of legislation: 

but practically they were no longer consulted, except 
to ratify some decrees of the Senate. They retained, 
however, their rights of electing magistrates; and their 
numbers were now swollen by the Italian citizens, whose 
privileges were confirmed. The municipal government 
of the Italian cities was also reorganised. The powers 
of the tribunes of the people were circumscribed, and 
submitted to the overruling authority of the senate. 

The lJ,igher magistracies were also reorganised; and 
in particular the consuls, henceforth to hold office for 
two years, instead of one, had their' political and mili
tary functions carefully defined. Considerable amend
ments were made in the civil and criminal laws, and in 
the constitution of the courts; care being taken to 
confide the administration of justice, in most causes, to 
senators, and not to equestrians, who, under the laws of 
Gracchus; had enjoyed the chief share in the judicature. 
He again deprived the people of the right of appoint
ment to the Sacred College of Pontiffs, and rEstored it 
to the nobles. The entire policy of the dictator, in 

1 No society is more exclusive than the • coterie,' or Knickerbocker 
party, in New York, who claim descent from the early settlers. 



POLITICAL CHANGES. 193 

short, may be. described as one of conservative re- CHAP . 

. action. In three years, his work was done; and he ._.!:.
retired from power, resuming his simple rank of Roman 79 B.C. 

citizen. There was greatness in his power, and dignity 
in his moderation: but his name is bra~ed with the 
infamy of his merciless proscriptions. 

The government of Rome was now an oligarchy, Romenow 

without vital power, or any of the elements of duration. ~~~:~~7. 
It was exposed at once to military dictation, and to 
dangerous social disorders. The demqcratic party had 
been overcome by force, but they were not dest!Oyed ; 
and families which had suffered from proscription hoped 
to recover their estates, and restore the honours and for-
tunes of their houses. The equestrians resented the 
loss of their privileges, and means of acquiring wealth : 
the people clamoured for cheap bread. 

Henceforward, the political contests of Rome were No longer 

h f I f lb
' . .. acont.Rt 

not t ose 0 c asses-o p e eIans agamst patnclans, or of ~lasses. 

of equestrians against their haughty rivals of the old 
familieS-but of political parties and ~mbitious leaders. 
The democracy, indeed, was ever a social danger: but 
its political perils were latent, until aroused by the 
~ppeals of high-born demagogues. Every ambitious 
leader, in his turn, sought the SllPport of. the people. 
The State was no longer to be governed by sage 
counsei~ in the senate, or even by popular acclama-
tions· in the comitia: but by clamours and violence in 
the streets; Sometimes the populace prevailed; and 
sometimes a. conquering army. 
. The oligarchy had no bold and able leaders. Its The .two 

hi 
. parties. 

C efs were Pompey and Crassus: but they were ever 
ready to in.trigue with its enemie!,. The democracy 
was .moved by men of dangerous power, ambition, and 

VOL.' I. 0 
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CHAP. restless energy. ForelI)ost among them were Lepidus, 
. ~. . Cotta; and the youthful Julius Cresar. Lepidus raised 

a revolt against the senate, and threatened the capital 
Pompey. with his forces: but was routed. Pompey had aided 

in: suppressing this revolt; and claimed, as his reward, 
77 B.C. the command of the armies in Spain. Being still in 

command of an army, which he refused to disband, he 
was able to extort from the senate a mission, which made 

71 B.C. him more than ever its master. Six years later, ;he re
turned with his victorious Spanish legions to the capital. 

The Oli- During his absence in Spain, the oligarchy had re-
garchy. 

tained its ascendency: all the higJi offices and magis-
tracies had been held by members of a few great 
families; and their anti-popular policy had been un
shaken: yet they had been pressed by many troubles. 
At home they had with difficulty suppressed the revolt 
of Spartacus, and destroyed his bands of slaves and 
robbers: they had been forced to resume the distribu
tion of grain to the people: they had suffered from 
rude assaults upon the venality and injustice of the 
senatorial courts: the corruption of patrician procon
suls had been exposed; ,and the judicial triqunals had 
become the arena for impassioned oratory, and political 
agitation. The elections were disgraced by shameless 
bribery and violence. Abroad they had striven in vain 
against the hordes of pirates who preyed upon the 
commerce of the Mediterranean, and their arms had 
suffered reverses in the East. 

Pompey The oligarchy had been discredited, and weakened : 
d~!~:::acy. but were still able to hold out against the popular party, 

when the return of Pompey entirely changed the situa
tion of affairs. His ambition was still unsatisfied: he 
sought for his soldiers an allotment of land, and for 
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himself a triumph, the consulate, and" the cOInmand of C.HAP. 

the armies of the East. Apprehending opposition from ~ 
the senate, he threw himself, at once, into the arms of the 
democratic party; and was joined by Orassus, the gene-
ral of the army which had lately conquered Spartacus. 
The two most dangerous elements in the State-the 
military and the democratic-were now united against 
.the senate. The olig~rchic constitution of Sulla was Overthrow 

dil hr Th I J.' d d of the oon-spee y overt own. e popu ace was Ie an pam- stitution of 

pered: the power of the tribunes was restored: the Sulla. 

equestrians recovered much of their judicial power, 
and the farming of the revenues. The censorship was 
.revived; and the first act of the new censors was to 
remove. from the senate the most obnoxious members 
of the oligarchic party. While this revolution was pro-
ceeding, the city was surrounded by the armies of 
Pompey and Orassus. But when the senate nad been 
coerced, the democratic party no longer desired the 
presence of a military power, by whom they could be 
themselves overborne; and they secured the disbanding 
of the forces. Pompey retired for awhile; but renewed 
disasters in the East, and fresh exploits of the pirates, 
whose depredations were producing scarcity at Rome, 
revived his ambition. He was appointed by the people 
to the command of the forces· in the East, and of the 
Mediterranean, with plenary powers, by land and sea, 
for foreign c:;onquest, and for the suppression of piracy. 

He went forth and conquered. In his absence, Rome C ...... r. 

was rif~ with intrigues and conspiracies. The ambitious ~~:rCfcero. 
Cresar was bidding for popularity with costly games: 67 B.C. 

Orassus was striving for it with his great wealth, and 
by his influence with the monied classes: Cicero was 
winning it with his eloquence. The two former were 

02 
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plotting at once to overthrow the senate, and to counter
act the interest of Pompey. Cresar secured by a popu
lar vote his nomination as chief of the Sacred College. 
The popular leader, loose in his morals, and a notorious 
scoffer at the national faith, thus became supreme pontiff, 
and director of the State worship. He and Crassus 
were compromised by the conspiracy of Catiline. But 
Oicero, by his activity, as consul, in the discovery and 
suppression of that movement, became alienated from 
the popular party. Catiline and his confederates were 
destroyed, and the popular party was, for a time, dis-' 
credited and overcome. 

The leader of the senatorial party was Marcus 
Porcius Cato, grandson of the great censor Cato. With 
many of the great qualities of a Roman worthy--courage, 
patriotism, and eloquence--his faults and eccentricities 
went far to deprive him of his proper influence. He 
was born a hundred years too late; and was now out 
of harmony with his time. Though not himself of old 
patrician blood, his principles were haughtily oligarchi
cal. In philosophy he ~as an austere Stoic: in manners 
a stern Roman of the antique type: in politics, a fum 
supporter of the senate and the patricians, against the 
popular party: in public life, a formalist, a pedant, and 
a bore. Even to his own party, he seemed old-fashioned: 
but he served their purpose: to his rivals and opponents 
fie was an object of ridicule, rather than of respect or 
apprehension.1 But with far greater powers, ~e would 
have been no match for his crafty adversaries, who had 
armies and the populace on their side. 

Mter five years of victories, Pompey returned to 

1 Oicero said of him: 'He speaks as a citizen of Plato '8 republic, not 
as living amidst the dregs of Romulus.' 
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Italy. A second time, Rome was at his feet, if he had CHAP. 

resolved to assert his power: but he was irresolute and ~ 
. infirm of purpose: he was more vain than ambitious: Return of 

he was too good a soldier to revolt against the State, Pompey. 

and too good a Roman to destroy the republic. He 
disbanded his army at Brundusium (Brindisi), and came 
to the capital, to be slighted by the senate, and coldly 
treated by the people. Such was then the state of 
parties, and such the condition of society, that no man, 
whatever his claims and public services, could assert 
an ascendency in the councils of the State, without the 
aid of an army. Inflated by vanity and self-confidence, 
Pompey had ventured to rely upon. his own personal 
influence, and to disdain the support of his legions: 
but Julius Cresar-a far deeper and more ambitious 
politician than himself-knew well the need of armies 
in Roman politics, and was already harbouring the 
de~17Il of uniting military ascendency with democratic 
influence. 

Having hitherto figured as an able and eloquent Alliance 1>1 

leader of the populace, Cresar had lately given promise, !':d't:.. 
in Spain, of his future glories as a soldier. When 
Pompey returned from the East, Cresar also appeared 
in the capital. Rebuffed by the senate, Pompey. was 
easily persuaded, by his subtle rival, to ally himself 
with the popular party. The conditions of the alliance 
were such as to ruin the authority of the senate, and to 
pave the way for Cresar's future greatness. What the 
senate had refused to Pompey-grants of lands to his 
soldierS, and a confirmation of all the acts of his ad
ministration in the East-were now to be conceded to 
him by the people. He had also. sought a second con-
sulate: but this honour would have made him too 
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powerful for his allies, and Cresar secured it for him
self. As consul, he carried the demands of Pompey 
by a popular vote, against 'all the opposition· of the 
senate, and appointed that general and Crassus, with 
others, to superintend the allotment of lands to the 
soldiers. He passed a variety of popular laws, in the 
comitia, in defiance of the senate; and during his 
consulate, the people became the supreme power in 
the State. To make the senate amenable to public 
opinion, and to give force to the resolutions of the 
peopfe, he published a daily report of the proceedings 
in the senate and the comitia,l and in order to control 
the legislation of the senate, and assert the authority 
of the consul, he was forward in addressing questions 
to the senators, whenever any measure was proposed.2 

When the senate resisted his proposals, he appealed to 
the comitia. When Cato obstructed them by talking 
against time, until the close of a sitting, he sent the 
obstinate senator to prison.s 

Cresar obtained for himself, also by the vote of the 
people, the command of cisalpine Gaul, for a period of 
five years. This government comprised the north of 
Italy, with all its legions, from the Alps to the Rubi
con; and secured to Cresar at once the domination of 
Rome, and opportunities of foreign conquest. This 
union of the commands of transalpine and cisalpine 
Gaul secured his ascendency. in the State. The one 

1 Suetonius (Cresar), 20; Hist. de Jule8 Cisar, i. 875. 
II Livy, ix. 8. 
• These were favourite tactics with Cato. He had thus deprived 

Cresar of his triumph (Plutarch, v. 80). At another time, being limited 
to a speech of two hours in the rostrum, he persisted in speaking until he 
was ~uged down. Nor was he silenced even then: but continued to 
addTe88 the people until turned out of the forum, and afterwards on his 
way to prison.-Ibid. 91. 
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gave him the continued command of an army, in a CHAP. 

great foreign war: the other made him. master of Italy ~ 
and of Rome. The new alliance was cemented by the 
marriage of Pompey to Cresar's daughter Julia; and 
while Cresar was at the head of his armies, his col-
leagues, Pompey and Crassus, aided by the demagogue 
Clodius, were watching over the interests of the party 
at Rome, thwarting the senate, and propitiating the 
multitude.! It went ill with their oppon,ents in the 
senate. Cato was appointed to a foreign mission, and 
Cicero banished from the capital. • 

And now the transcendent genius of Cresar, as a Victories 

general, and as an administrator, was revealed. His of C8lSar. 

conquests in Gaul, in Belgium and Britain, extended 
the dominion of Rome over Europe, while his adminis-
tration of the conquered provinces laid the foundations 
of European civilisation, and eventually of European 
liberties. 

Meanwhile, Rome itself was in a state of increasing ~narcby 
m Rome. 

anarchy. The senate was powerless: Pompey un-
equal to the direction of the tumultuous party, of which 
he was the leader 2 Clodius busy and ~schievous: 
the agitation of meaner demagogues restless and un
scrupulous. The populace were supplied gratuitously 
with corn: the rabble and the slaves were organised 
into bands, ready to do the bidding of their chiefs-:
shouting in the forum and fighting in the streets. The 
confusion was increased by a quarrel between Pompey 
and Clodius. Pompey was losing influence at Thulle, 

1 Among' the metlBure8 of CIodiuB was one for the revival of politieal 
clubs, which' had been already twice suppressed as dan"aerous to the 
public peace. They were composed of the lowtlSt classes of the peoplll, 
and slaves; and their organisation assumed a military character. 
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while Cresar was growing more powerful every day, 
not only by his victories, but by lavish bribes, games, 
and largesses, in the capital. 

Pompey, seeing that he could only recover his in
fluence by a military command, and jealous of Cresar's 
prowess, vainly sought a proconsular commission for 
securing increased supplies of corn, throughout the 
Roman provinces. So far from acceding to his wishes, 
the senate, encouraged by the dissensions of the popular 
party, was preparing to overthrow the triumvirs, and 
to re~ Cresar. But that b01d and wary ;trategist out
witted ~ enemies, strengthened the ties which bound 
his colleagues to himself, and· restored the ascendency 
of his party. The triumvirs came to te~s, and divided 
amongst themselves all the power of the State. To 
Cresar himself, the command in Gaul was extended 
for another term of five years: to Pompey was· given 
the proconsulate of Spain; and to Crassus. that of 
Syria, for the same term. Cresar was in no haste to 
relinquish his. schemes of transalpine conquest; 1 and 
while he gave great powers to his colleagues, he re-' 
lied, . with fearless confidence, upon his own superiority 
over Pompey, and upon the. fidelity of Crassus. To 
overawe the senate, Pompey retained his legions in 
Italy, and administered the government of Spain by his 
lieutenants. The senate was no longer consulted: but 
the will of the triumvirs was carried out, sometimes by 
a popular vote, but more often by their own directions. 
Cicero had been recalled from his banishment, fright-

I Montesqtrl~u says :-'n n'y a point d'6tat qui menace si fort lee 
autres d'une conquete, que celui qui est dans les horreurs de 1& guerra civile.' 
(De8 Romaim, 426.) Thie ie a wonderful observation to ha.ve made before 
the French revolution; a.nd hie rea.sons a.nd examples are no less rema.rka.ble. 
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ened, and bought over: Cato had been allowed to re- CHAP. 

turn, and vainly declaim against :hls masters. ~--
The senate was overcome, but the patrician party ~e patri

were not subdued. They could not cope with an armed CllIIl party. 

force: but they were active at the elections, where 
their wealth exercised great in1luence over eitizens, 
now practised in the most shameless cOlTUption: they 
were bold and outspoken in the courts; and bitter and 
sarcastic in pamphlets and lampoons. On the other 
side, the democratic mob were turbulent ansi riotous; 
and, with all 1Us force, Pompey saw the capital, over 

. which he was supposed to rule, in chronic Q.D.archy. 
The popular Clopius was killed, on the Appian Way, by 
Milo, the senatorial candidate for the consulate; and, 
in revenge, the mob burned down the senate-house. 
For some time, Pompey had been aiming at increased Pd.ompey 

Ictator. 
power; and now, having subdued the tumults by force, 52 B.C. 

he insisted upon his nomination as dictator. He passed 
new laws in restraint of electoral abuses· and COITUp-

, tion: restrained freedom of speech in the courts; and 
otherwise sought to cripple his opponents. In a few 
months he resigned his dictatorship, but continued· to 
serve as a consul. 

Events were now hurrying on, which were to pre- Rivalry of . 

cipitate the fall of the republic. Crassus lost his life in !:'dl'~r.' 
a disastrous camp~C1D. in the East; and the two great 
rivals were left to contend for the mastery. Pompey, 
ever jealous and distrustful of his absent colleague, 
and himself invested with civil and military authority 
in the capital, now began to show ominous signs of 
hostility to Cresar. The death of Julia had broken. the 
tie which had bound them together; and they were 
henceforth to strive for dominion. Cresar being the 
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CHAP; popular leader of the democracy, Pompey was naturally 
'--v ...... __ attracted to the senate and the patrician party, upon 

whom he had lately trampled. He needed their legal., 
authority: they required his military power; and thus 
their union was effected. It was the design of the· new 
confederates to recall Cresar from his command, and to 
deprive him of the consulate, which had been promised 
him. But Cresar, who had now completed his conquests 
across the Alps, had returned, with some of his legions, 
into Italy, and was watching and counteracting, from 
Ravenna, the machinations of his foes. To a proposal 
in the Senate for his recall, it-was adroitly urged by his 
spokesman, Curio, that both himself and Pompey should 
be called upon to lay down their arms, at the same 
time. On such conditions, Cresar avowed his willing-

CEsar 
crosses the 
Rubicon. 

49 B.C. 

488.C. 

And be
comes 
master of 
Rome. 

ness to resign; and this subtle cOlmterplot prevailed. 
Pompey, who had sought the ruin of his rival, 

found himself also deposed by the vote of his obsequious 
senate. He refused to resign his command, and pre
pared for war. Cresar, . on his side, having made re
newed overtures for peace, which were rejected, col
lected his forces, and crossing the memorable Rubicon-
the boundary ofhis own province-marched upon Rome. 
At his approach, the capital was abandoned, with all 
the State treasures; and.Pompey and the leading sena
tors were driven out of Italy. He pursued. them, 
across the sea, into Macedon, and routed and destroyed 
the enemy's forces at Pharsalus. Pompey fled to Egypt, 
where he was treacherously slaill, on landing, by one 
of his own officers. Cresar followed up the Pompeian 
forces, in whatever region they were to be fOlmd, and 
after four years of victory, had destroyed or driven 
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into exile, all the leaders of that party; and was abso- CHAP. 

lute master of Rome. ~ 
.. It was no longer the domination of a party that was ~i. exten

at issue. Society was disorganised, and a vast civil ;:;ers. 
war had placed ""Cresar at the head of the State. Leader 
of the democratic party, he was now superior to all 

, parties, as well as to all authorities. There had been 
former dictators, and generals of victorious armies, who . 
had ruled the republic. For a time, Marius, Cinna, 
Sull!i, and Pompey had held absolute sway over Rome: 
but now all the disorders of society, all the elements 
of political anarchy-the impotence of the senate, the 
ruin of the nobility, the savage lawlessness of the mob, 
and the command of a great army-combined to invest 
Cresar with the permanent. government of the State. 
As dictator, consul, and imperator, he henceforth pre
sided over the destinies of the great empire, which, 
during the course of five centuries, the' republic had 
conquered. In name, the republic continued: in. fact, 
the empire of the Cresars was now fOlmded by the 
greatest soldier and statesman of antiquity. While His policy. 

respecting the repUblican sentiments and traditions of 
the Romans, and keeping alive their time-honoured 
institutions and magistracies, he centred in his own 
hands all the authority of· the State, civil, judicial, 
military, and religious. First magistrate, ~ommander-. 
in-chief, and chief pontiff, he held all the reins of power 
in his grasp and reigned supreme. It was his aim to 
reconstruct the entire framework of the State: to re-
organise its administration; and to regenerate society. 
His genius and energies wer~ unbounded; and he 
established a rule, at once imperial and democratic, 
which lasted for four centuries, and laid deep, through., 
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out Europe, the foundations of future civilisation and 
liberty. 

HiB consti
tutional 
and reme
diallaw9. 

Still recognising the privileges of the citizens, in 
making constitutional laws, he claimed for himself the 
right to issue decrees, having all the power of law, so 
long as he continued in power. He recnrited the re
duced ranks of the patricians, by new families ennobled 
by himself: he enlarged the senate to 900, selected 
from his own friends and followers of all classes, and 
afterwards recruited, by the annual addition of the 
qurestors, over whose election he exercised entire con
trol. The senate was his own creature: as tribune, he 
could put a veto upon its laws: as prince, or leader of the 
senate, he directed its deliberations: as' censor, he de
prived obnoxious members of their privileges. He 
used the outward authority of the senate: but he trusted 
it with no independent power. He administered the 
finances, . upon an improved system: he appointed 
governors and generals: he constituted himself the 

. supreme court of judicial appeal: he superintended the 
public buildings, and regulated the police. As chief 
pontiff, he ministered and interpreted the religion of 
the State, and took care that all auguries and omens 
were propitious to his schemes. By restricting the dis
tribution of corn to the indigent, he reduced it to a 
reasonable form of outdoor relief to the poor of the 
capital. By emigration, he relieved the city of great 
numbers of the idle and dangerous population; and by 
public improvements, he found employment for others. 
~y sumptuary laws, he vainly attempted to restrain the 
luxury and extravagance of the rich, while he afforded 
relief to insolvent debtors. But the policy which was 
most fruitful in future times, was the extension of '. 
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municipal government to the towns of Italy, and the 
Roman provintes. Unity and equality were given to 
Roman citizens, throughout the wide empire. He fa
voured foreigners, and even introduced some of ·them 
into the senate. He founded colonies at Carthage and 
Corinth. He projected a new code of laws, the e~ecu-
tion of which was reserved for Justinian: he commenced 
an extended survey of the Roman dominions: he re
formed the calendar; and he founded a free public 
library. 
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He achieved a noble work: but he had overthrown The 
. d f: bli d' th f usurper an anCIent an amous repu c; an ill e eyes 0 slain. 

republicans he was an usurper. For this usurpation, 44 B.C. 

he paid the forfeit of his life : 1 but his work continued; 
and an empire was eventually founded, at once military 
and democratic. 

Disorders and civil wars were renewed after Cresar's AnarellY 

d h d h .. fth . . 0 . after eat ; an t e proscnptions 0 e triumVlrS- ctavlUs, Cmsar'. 

L 'd d MAt 'f I d' eli . death. epl US, an arc n ony-I ess savage an m scn-
minate than those ofMarius and Sulla, were more cold
blooded, calculating, and selfish. The history of Roman 
parties is a disgraceful chapter in the annals of the 
human race. 

The last friends of the republic fell at Philippi; and 
1 Of the death of Oreaar, Montesquieu saye :-'TI yavoit un certain 

droit dee gens, une opinion j\tablie dans toutes lee republiques de Grece 
et d'Italie, qui faisoit regarder comme WI. homme vertueux l'asS8I!Sin de 
celui qui avoit UBurpe 1a souveraine puissance. A Rome, surtout depuis 
l'expuleion des rois, 1a Ioi Iltoit precise, lee exemples re9U8: la republique 
armoit Ie brae de chsque citoyen, Ie faisoit magistrat pour Ie moment, et 
l'avouait pour sa dMenae.'-Grandeur et Decadence de8 Romai1l8, cb. xi. 
Monteequieu himself justifiee the assassin :-' En effet, Ie crime de Oeaat, 
qui vivoit dans un gouvemement libre, n'lltoit-il pas hors d'etat .d'etre 
puni autrement que par un 8I!Sassinat P Et demander pourquoi on ne l'avoit 
poureuivi par 1a force ouverte, ou par lee loix, n'etoit-ce pas demander 
raison de see crimee.'-lbid. 
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tion of his 
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Octavius, the heir of Cresar, under that great nuer's 
will, finally secured his inheritance, by the battle of 
Actium. This cautious and politic ruler, warned by the 
fate of the great founder of his family, and alive to the 
republican traditions of the people he was called upon 
to govern, gradually extended his power by modera
tion, and outward deference to constitutional usage, and 
the popular will. He contented himself, for several 
years, with the familiar and time-honoured title of con
SlU; and even this modest office he affected to resign. 
The permanent command of the army entitled him to 
the rank of imperator, which had distinguished the 
great Julius. He was proconsul of all the Roman pro
vinces. Accepting the powers formerly exercised by 
the censors, he reconstituted the senate, so as to secure 
its fidelity to himself, and he ennobled new families to 
support his power. Nominated prince of the senate, 
he introduced all new laws, directed the councils of 
that body, and exercised its authority. Avoiding regal 
state and titles, he accepted the venerable and ennobling 
name of Augustus. As chief pontiff he guided the 
national faith and worship, and strengthened his hands 
by all the arts of supreme spiritual power. And to 
associate himself with the people, he assumed the func
tions of tribune-thus wielding the pop1uar assemblies, 
as well as the senate. Not contented with the legisla
tive authority of the senate and the comitia, of which 
he was master, he enlarged his jurisdiction by edicts, 
rescripts, and constitutions. Uniting, in his own person, 
all the magistracies and constitutional functions of the 
State, he continued to court popularity, as if he had 
yet to win power. He distributed four times the cus
tomary allowance of grain, was bOlmtiful in his charities, 
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profuse in providing games and spectacles for the mul- CHAP. 

titude, and pious in raising temples to Roman divinities --!:
and heroes. 

His respect for the constitutional traditions of the Transition 
. bli ed ~ d alm· ·bl from the repu c ensur a sale an ost unpercepti e tran- republic.to 

•• fro Ii f h d the empll"e. sItion om one orm 0 government to anot er; an 
the like policy was long continued by his successors. • 
Sustaining the dignity and nominal authority of the 
senate, which he again reduced to 600, he made it the 
ostensible instrument of his own power. The monarch 
willed, but effect was given to his resolutions by decrees 
of the senate, which were published daily in its acta 
diurna, or 'Votes and Proceedings.' 1 To conciliate 
and reward the senators, he multiplied offices, distinc
tions, and privileges. The son of a senator was allowed 
to sit with his father in the senate-house, and hence 
the office of senator grew to be hereditary. To the 
senate so much outward respect continued to be paid, 
that for centuries it assumed, the right of confirming the 
successors of Augustus as emperors. But, under the 
empire, this memorable assembly was ultimately stripped 
of its ancient independence and power, overpowered 
l:;y force, undermined by corruption, dominated by 
arbitrary power; and, no longer animate.d by the spirit 
of conquest and glory, it sank with the liberties of the 
people. No deliberative body can enjoy more than the 
shadow of greatness in a State, which has lost its free
dom. Acknowledging the popular rights of the comitia, 
Augustus kept them ~ert, until it served his purpose to 
call them into activity; when he readily commanded 
their suffrages by the voting-papers of Italian citizens, 

1 It is not certain whether there were separate I votes' for the senate, 
or whether they were embraee<l in an official gazette or I Moniteur.' 
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which he had ready to his hand. And by degrees, 
these popular assemblies-which, however controlled, 
continued to' be troubles()JIle, if not dangerous-were 
suffered to fall into disuse. The time-honoured consul
ate was maintained with a show of power, as a homage 
to popular traditions; and while stripped of all real 
authority, the consuls were invested with exalted dignity 
and public respect. 1 

Growth of The administration of the overgrown capital was eri-
a bureau-
cr.cy. trusted to a prefect of the city-itself an ancient title-

and to a number of municipal officers appointed and 
paid by himself. Gradually a numerous, official. body, 
or bureaucracy, grew up round ·the throne, giving an 
interest in the State to crowds of aC,tive spirits, andim
parting method and permanence to the administrative 

A standing system. But above all these· means of power,and 
army. security to the new monarchy, was the army. We 

have seen how the old Citizen armies of the republic 
had gradually given way to legions of professional 
soldiers; and now a standing army was organised, with 
as much system as in any modern European State. 
The person of the emperor was protected by a strong 
body-guard; and the peace of the capital was maintained 
by a picked garrison. The streets of the city were 
watched by a 'regular police force. 

ImperinI These costly establishments were maintained .by a 
taxation. comprehensive scheme of direct and indirect taxation, 

in which we may find examples of most of the resources 
of modern finance; 2 and again, the collection of these 

1 Citizens meeting a consul in the street were expected to dismount 
from their chariots or horses, as a mark of respect, which is probably the 
origin of a similar homa"ue since paid to the Pops. 

I Pitt ha.s genere.1ly luid the credit of devising the obnoxious window 
tax: but under Augustus and his successors, not only windows, but doors 
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imposts provided employment for multitudes of func- CHAP. 

tionaries-agents and supporters of the empire. --!:.-
Great was the power of the Roman emperors: but Homage 

for more than two centUries, t4ey continued to respect ~::=18 
constitutional forms, and to do homage to the traditions to freedom. 

o.f freedom. The shadow of the republic WIlS thrown 
over the empire, until it sank, at length, under military 
despotism: . 

The narrative of these events sufficiently discloses Causes of 

the causeS" to which the fall of the Roman republic ~~: ~~:t. 
is to be ascribed. The ruin of the State could scarcelyliC. 
have been averted by a safer and more politic ~on
stitution. Its conquests had demoralised the people, 
and created armies' to. dominate over the civil power. 
The city itself was changed by the comprehension of 
Italian citizens-Latins, Tuscans, Umbrians. There was 
no longer any unity of sentiment or interests in this 
mixed population. Every ne\" city, embraced in the 
Roman franchise; had its powerful factions: ambitious 
leaders led entire cities and nations to vote for them and 
their friends ; . and the assemblies and· comitia degene:-
rated into political conspitacies.1 

Such were the immediate causes of the overthrow 
of the republican constitution, and the establishment 
of a nlilitary empire. . But we must not overlook the 
political and social conditions of Rome, which rendered 
its institutions unsafe, and its society unsuited to the 
successful working of democracy. 

It was the boast of Cicero that the Roman ' coIisti-

and door-poets were taxed. The succession duty was also familiar to the 
Romans, eighteen centuries before our own statesmen, Pitt and Gladstone, 
applied it to ourselves. 

1 See Montesquieu, GrtrtUleu.r et decadence dell Rommm, ch. ix. 
VOL. I. P 
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CHAP. tl,ltion was not the result of one man's genius, but of 
v. many: neither did it come into exist~nce in one man's 

Defects or life, but it has been built up in the course of· centuries, 
:::'e~~a.n and by the efforts of many generations_' 1 But time and 
ment. the slow growth of the constitution failed ~ correct the 

most conspicuous defects of the Roman government. 
Rome The Roman republic was never a democracy, like 
;:;:d~mo- that of Athens. The citizens, indeed, had a voice in 
cracy. the election of magistrates, and in the making of laws: 

but their legislative powers were :rarely brought into 
action. In Athens, the citizens :were so practised in 
State affairs, that· they were able to discuss them with 
much of the calmness and judgment of a senate. In 
Rome, they. were oply consulted when popular griev
ances were to be' redressed, Or popular privileges 
asserted. They were appealed to by democratic leaders, 
at times of tumultuous excitement: they assembled' in 
vast numbers: J they were addressed with passionate 
vehemence; and they were incapable of deliberation. 
The restraints upon their power, and the oppoSition of 
the patricians and the senate, still further aroused their 
passions. So far the pure democracy of Athens was 
less dangerous than the restricted democracy of Rome. 
In both, there were conflicts between the rich and the 
poor: but in the one, the majority triumphed in a con
stitutional and legitimate form: in the other, they could 
rarely hope to prevail over their powerful oppon6llts, 
without threats and tumult. A perpetual collision of 
forces seemed to be the law of the Roman common
wealth. 

1 Ift Repuhlicd, b. n. ch. 1. 
I It appeared by the Census of 86 B.C. that there were 394,337 Roman 

citizens. In 70 B.O. this number had increased to 463,000: but of these the 
larger proportion resided at too great a distance to attend the Comitia. 
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~ven the judicature of Rome provoked collisions .CHAP. 

between the magistrates and the people. At AthenS, -!-
the popular dicasteries heard and determined the causes Conflicts or 
., '. • judicature. 

broug4t before ~hem. At Rome, CltIZens a~cused of 
crimes were tried by the magistrates: but, if condemned, 
they had a right of appeal to the people; .and it was, 
not until the sentence had been aiprmed by three public 
assemblies, that they could l!U1I'er the punishment' d'ue 
to their crimes.1 This attempt to reconcile a magis
terial with JI. popular' judicature, resulted in th,e failure 
of both. The Athenian judicature was faulty, by 
reason-of the undue'nlll.Dber of its judges: the Roman 
judicature was still more faulty, il1asmuch~ as trials, 
ah-eady conducted bymagistrate.s, were afterwards dis
cussed .in large popular assemblies, where passions, 
'p~~iudices, and the rivalry of parties and classes, p;re
vailed over considerations of justice. A criminal trial 
thus became the occasion for popular excitement, and 
an irritating conflict of authorities. 

It ,was,in this fitful fashion that democracy played :~u~~r 
its part, in the institutions of Rome. 'But the real and democrary. 

constant power of ~he State was vested, throughout its 
history, in an oligarchy. In the earlier times of the 
republic, the nobles ruleeJ, by right pf birth: ill later 
times, the . old and the new a;ristocracy, governed by 
union, and the. forcQ of wealth. They held all the 
highest offices of State--they were Qonsuls, generals, 
proconsuls, and prretors--aDJi they filled the senate. 
At this period Rome had, ill truth, become a plutocracy. 
It was this oligarchy of wealth which plundered Roman 
provinces, and cOlTUpted Roman citizens. They banded 

I Mommsen, Bist. of Bome, i. 451. 
l' 2 



212 ROME. 

CHAP. together in' dangerous factions-now plotting with reac· v. 
tionary s~nators, and now courting the populace: they 
pursued their rivals with proscription and confiscation: 
they led victorious armies to over:awe their own 
cotmtrymen; and they usurped, again and again,. the 
supreme power of the State. !twas their tmbridled 
ambition, more than any other cause, which brought 
ruin upon the republic. 

How far We cannot, therefore, point to democracy as the 
democracy •• at f h fall (' th n ' li b contributed pnnCIp . cause 0 t e 0.1 e Loman,' repuo c: ut 
to the fal! • '. f dis d d f d of the re- It was a constant source 0 or er, an 0 anger to 
Illlblic. the State. ill regulated, misled,.corrupted and debased, 

it was' a disturbing force in Roman politics, and cop.
tributed to' that series of revolutions and civil wars, 
which destroyed the liberties of the commonwealth. 
Rome was governed by the oligarchy, as magistrates 
an,d senators: but these owed their power to the choice 
of the people. On one side was the ruling class-rich, 
ambitious and unscrupulous:- on the other, a promis
cuous mass of citizens, who conferred great offices upon 
their masters, without responsibility for their choice, or 
control over their administration. 'folitical power was 
divorced from its source, directly the p~ople had declared 
their election of a magistrate. ;The candidates had every
thing to gain from the people-power, w'ealth,and 

. honours-the people perceived no- gainJor themselves, 
save in the liberality of the candidates. Hence arose 
that scandalous corruption, which demoralised the 
people. and perverted the free, institutions of the re
public. 

Disorders Nor were these the only abuses of democracy. 
~:I~~y~:X Candidates relied not only upon the corrupt votes of 

citizens, in the comitia: but upon intimidation, and 
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threatening demonstrations of physical force. A party CHAP: 

conflict, which divided. the populace of a great capititl ~ 
into hostile forces, assumed .the proportions of a civil 
war. To quell such disorders, and to sav~ the State 
from revolution, generals interposed with their dis-
ciplined armies; and military usurpation naturally suc-
ceeded to popular tumults. It had become a question, 
whether the civil power should be overcome by mobs 
or by soldiers; and the stronger and safer force pre-, 
valled. Anarchy Was repressed by the sword. I~ 
this way, the gTowing abuses of democracy precipitated 
the advent of military despotism, which successive co~-

. quests, tmder. ambitious generals, anq vast standing 
armies, otherwise rendered inevitable. 

Bearing these disturbing causes in view, it may not Faultsin 

be without instmction to speculate how far changes iIi, !~~:~~
the constitutional laws and government might have 
mitigated some of th~ worst disorders of the republic. 
In default of representation, no better constitution of Position of 

the senate could have. been devised. It comprised the the senaoo. 

men who had 'already been chosen to high magistracies, 
and who had done conspicuous services to the State., 
But, instead of being brought into .close relations with 
the people, it was placed in a position of constant an
tagonism to the tribtmes and the comitia. Its constitu-
tion was not unlike th~t of the House of Lords, being 
composed of men of high birth, great'wealth, and emi-
nent public services: but it stood alone, in presence of 
the people. And wh;tt would be the position of the 
House of Lo:rds, if it were a single chamber invested 
with paramount legislative and administrative powers, 
and were left to bear the bnmt of vast meetings -in. 
Hyde Park, and tumultuous'. assemblages in Palac~ 
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CHAP. Yard, without the support of another Chamber, repre--
v. senting ~he peOple, and moderating and directing the 

political sentiments of the commonalty P Such were, 
in truth, the relations of the senate to the people of 
Rome. 

l~ar An appeal to the whole body of citizens was natu-
actIon of all h Ii fi f fr ed . . 
thecomitia. r y t e ear est orm 0 e om: but It was obvIOusly 

lmsuited to any but the smallest States.· Yet this form 
of government, as we have seen, contirtu~d throughout 
the history of the republic. The inevitable results 
were disorder and anarchy .. The senate and the people 
were constantly in conilict. Nor were the constitutional 
powers of the senate and of the comitia well defined. 
There were two popular assemblies.-the centuries and 
the tribes. Each of these assemblies Claimed an equal 
right of making laws, being composed of the same body 
of citizens differently classed and distributed. If a new 
law was proposed by a consul or prretor, he convened 
the centuries: if by. a tribune, he assembled the tribes. 
The vote of either was equally binding upon the State: 
but neither could properly pass a law which had not 
received the prior sanction of the senate. A scheme so 
anomalous as this for distributing the legislative powers 
between the senate and the people could only result in col
lision and popular encroachments. When the powers of 
the more popular assembly of the 'tribes were enlarged,! 
the anomaly of two coordinate bodies of citizens was, 
in some measure, corrected: but conilicts between the 
people and the senate became even more direct and 
dangerous. 

With the lights of modern experience, we are natu
rally led to consider how far a system of popular repre--

1 See lit?", p. 151. 
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sentation would have brought 'these conflicting forces CRAP. 

into harmony. By such a remedial me8.'lure, the force ~ 
of the people would have become less dangerous, white !~~~~. 
the senate would have b~en strengthened by its. moral tation. 

support. The rellponsibilities of the senate would have 
been incre8.'led; and. the political alienation of classes 
replaced by mutual confidence. Tll,e varied forces and 
interests of society would have been, consQlidated..The 
Wealthy aristocracy would ~till nave ruled the' Stat~ : 
but they would have shared their power with other 
classes of citizens; and the policy of the State' would 
have been determined, not by irregular conflicts, but by 
timely concessions to, popular demands. Representa.-
tion is the only safeguard against anarchy, in democratic 
constitutions.1 In Rome representation was peculiarly. 
needed, as it offered. the only means by which large 
bodies of citizens, enjoying' the Roman franchise, but 
living at a distance from the capital, could have exer-
cised their political· rights. Without ~t, the citizens of 
Rome its~lf usurped all, their powers; .and Roman' 
citizenship, outside the walls of the capitaJ, W8.'l' but a 
barren honour. 

Again,. the attributf!s of the senate were far too Attri-

d d • d ill-d fin d 'fi "h afi d' Jr. • • butes of the exten e an too e e or L e sean ellectlve senate. 

government of a. State. ,Its proper provin:ce W8.'l that 
, of legislatio¥: yet it shared its powers, as we have 
,seen, in a very uD.C~rtain and irregular f8.'lhion, with the 
people. 'It exercised wide executive and administrative 
functions: but these 'again were divided between the 
senate and the Consuls and other magistrates-the 

1 Mr. Freeman says :_' In Italy a representative system would have 
delivered Rome from the fearful choice which she had to make betwaeD 
anarchy and despotillm.'-Hi8t. of Fed. Govt. 67. 
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former being permanent, and the iatter elected by the 
people. Encroachments and collisions ware the neces-, 
sary consequences of such divided authority. And these 
evilA were aggravated by changes in the constitutional 
positi.on of these· m~oi.strateS themselves. One of the 
best ·securities to the commonwealth had been found 
in the number of important m~cristracies, with inde
pendent and well-defined, authority. The executive 
power of the State haa been diuded, with carefullimi
tations, among numerous magistrates, annually chosen, 
who checked and controlled one· another; and it was 
one of the most significant symptoms of the approach
ing downfall of the republic, when men like Marius, 
Sulla, Pompey and C:csar united in their own persons 
extraordinary, and in some measure permanent, 
powers.l 

How many of the disastrous evils lately recounted 
might not have been averted, if the executive and ad
ministrative functions of the senate had been entrusted 
to a council, independent of, yet responsible to, the 
senate! The union of civil and military authority in 
the annual consuls was another serious error. The ciill 
power should always have been distinct and supreme. 
A· president of the republic. elected either by the senate 
or by the people, for a term of years, and an executive 
council, controlled by the senate, might have brought 
into harmonious action the patricians and the demo
cracy, the senate and the comitia, the conquering aimies 
and the ciill power. No such remedial measures were 
attempted; and the RQman State fell before a military 
autocracy, under which all the social evils ofthe republic 
were continued and aggravated. 

I Montesquieu, Grmuleur et decadence del ROInai7l8, ch. xi. 
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But we must look beyond the political institutions of CHAP. 

Rome, and seek in her social condition, the primary ~ 
causes of the fall of the republic. The evils of Roman Social 

.,' causes of 
society have been already pointed out; and their t:on- po.litica! 

. failure. 
nection 1Vith the failure of·free institutions is ohyious. 
There was no union, of the different classes of society in 
common interests and sympathies;.· nor any adequate 
gradation of classes, to· bala.nce their relative forces. 
Without a middle class, industrioul, orderly, progressive 
Rnd contented, society'was broadly divided into the rich 
and the poor. And in tpe later days of the republic, 
both were corrupted. The rich became more covetous 
and grasping. In amassing wealth, they had no scmples 
of honour or consdence. They plundered enemies: 
they wrung iniquitous exactions from, provinces com .. 
mitted to their' care: they appropriated the public 
lands: they traded upon the revenues of the State. 
In the selfish pursuit of power and wealth, they forgot 
the patriotism of the old Romans. At the same time, 
their morals had become depraved. . The Roman cha 
racter was more prone to coarse indulgences, than to 
refined enjoyments; and when luxury invaded the 
homes of the wealthy, it made them gluttonQus and 
sensual, instead of teaching them. to seek after a higher 
ideal of life, in which pleasure was to be sought in 
cultivation of taste, and refinement of manners. l Such 
were the wealthy upper classes, who governed Rome.; 
and under any form of government-whether mon
archy, aristocracy, or democracy-corrupt nllers have 
ever brought ruin upon a State. 

The poorer classes were no less demoralised, as 

1. Burke could not have said of the Romans, • Vice itself lost half its 
evil, by losing all its grossness.'-R'{/kctiom on the Rev. in France .. . 
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CHAP. citizens, and depositarles of political power. Pauper-
~. , ise?- by bounties of grain: 1 corrupted by brib~: de

Demorali- bruled. by' barbarous and .brutal entBrtainments: tainted 
•• tiOD of 
the poor. with the vices of slavery: without re~lated industry : 

disunited by the confusion of many nationaliq.es; and 
unsettled by incessant wars and revolutions, they were 
wanting in all the elements of a sound democracy. 

Demorali- The causes which had overthrown the republic, pre .. 
satiOD of 
the people pared the Romans for' submission to the 'tyranny of 
uDder the 
empire. the worst of their emperors. . Their public virtues had 

Domina
tiOD of the 
army. 

given way to rapacity and greed: power had become 
their only law: their spirit had been broken by suc
cessive proscriptions; and their private virtue had 
succumbed to luxury and sensual' indulgence. J;n the 
oppression of their own slaves, they had become 
familiarised with merciless abuses of power ; and in 
the barbarous combats of gladiators and wild beasts, 
they had been trained to .cruelty and a thirst for 
blood. 

Nor, indeed, did the imperial polity allow of'popu1ar 
influences in the government of the State. When once 
the empire of the Coosars had been established, there 
was an end of tumu1ts and insurrections: the turbulent 
populace, which had for centuries ~turbed the peace 
of the capital, wus subdued: the dem,ocracy was over
come. Henceforth Rome was governed by the ariny, 
which made and unmade. emperors: 11 there, was no 

1 'It was said that he first ruined ~e Roman people who first gave 
them treats and gratuities. Coriolanus, who deprecated the increasing 
inlluence and boldnese of the populace, especially condemned the distri
bution of grain, in imitation of the democratic States of Greece, as en
co\ll'll¢ng the insolence of thll rabble.'-Plutarch, ii.191-193. 

• E.g. Nero, Galba, Otho, Vitellius, Vespaeian. 
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longer any thought of the people, as the source of power. 1 CHAP. 

The plebeians looked up to the Cresars as the embo.di-~ 
ment of popular' power; 2 and while the army wasiaith-, 
ful, the discontents of the people were without danger. 

The political demoralisation of the last days of the Intellec-

bli h d b d . 1 bl "viI . tual deve-repu c a een so ep ora e: Its Cl wars, Its pro- lopment 
.. .... 1 d of the scnptions, Its mtngues, Its outrages' upon aw an Augustan 

order so disastrous: that the domestic peace of the age. 

empire, at first, afforded a propitious relief"from the dis-
orders of freedom. The genius.of Roman poets, philo
sophers, and historians, which ages of freedom had 
fostered, found, repose and encouragement tmder the 
shelter of the empire; ,and made famous, for all time, 
the Augustan age of Roman literature. 

In the midst of the' political gloom of the empire, :Freedom of 
thought 

there was yet one bright. spot. Freedom of thoilght und~r the 
'd d kn' hd . empire. was recogruse ,to a egree lin own m t e espotlC 

States' of modern Europe. Education: was absolutely 
free: the youth of Rome was trained, by its own inde
pendent teachers, in languages, composition, philosophy; 
and rhetoric: their studies were controlled neither by 
priest nor magistrate; and long after the accomplish
ments of public life had lost their significance, oratory 
continued to be the foremost study of the Romans. 
Eloquence could no longer sway the ~enate, nor bring 
powerful offenders to justice: but it was freely exer-
cised in dissertations upon philosophy and morals, upon 

, theories of government, upon liberty, and even upon 

I •••• 'Na.m qUi da.ba.t olim 
Imperium, fasces, legiones, omnia., nunc se 
Oontinet, a.tque duas tlLlltum res a.nxiue opta.t, 
PlLllem et Circenses.'-JUVENAL, x. 81. 

a Quinet 88.ys, 'La peuple, couronne :' but tha.t would seem far too 
J?hilosophical a view for them, to conceive. 
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tyrannicide. Writing was no less free; and without 
the aid of printing, the circulation 'of popular. works was 
curiously extensive: Neither the political nor social 
condition of the Romans was .likely to favour composi
tions, of which their rulers had cause to be jealous: 
but wit and satire, poetry and annals of the past, might 
safely be tolerated, even by despots. 

But the imperial rule was fraught with evil to the 
moral and intellectual character of the Romans. With 

. a complete prostration .of political freedom, the upper 
classes of Rome were debauched l')y vice, luxury, 
indolence and frivolity, the populace debased by corrup. , 
tion and evil examples. Not only culture, but civili-= 
sation, gradually decayed: even the traditional courage 
and ~ilitary prowess of the Romans perished with 
their liberties; and the proud conquerors of the world 
were enslaved by barbarians, whom they had despised. 
The ruin of Roman civilisation precipitated Europe 
into darkness, which was to ~e shortly penetrated by the 
light of Christianity. The extended conquests of the 
Romans, united by their administration, their laws and 
their language, prepared the way for the development 
of the new religious communion; and, 'when Rome had 
ceased to be the capital of a great empire, it became 
the spiritual metropolis of the Western' Church of 
Christendom; 
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TlIB DAllJ[ AG1lII-'-TlIB J'EUDAL SYSTEK-EXTINCTION OJ!' l!'BEEDOM

, OA USES OJ!' SOCIAL AND POLITICAL IXPROVE1lENT--TEUTONIO OUSTOIlS 

-l'RADITJONS OJ!' ROll1J--QIRlllTIANITY AND THE OHUROR-OHIVALRY 

--TJIB CRUSADBS-GROWTlI OJ!' TOWNS-DECAY OP ''l!'EUDALlSK-

REVIVAL OlP LEARNING AND TB}I AR~O DISCOVERIES

REPRBSBlOlf OlP TROUGm BY TlIB OHUROR--TJIB REl!'ORllATION. 

THE fall of the Western e~pire caused a general dis- CHAP. 

organisation of government and of society throughout ~ 
Europe. The civilisation of antiquity was overthrown, Dio:organi-

d 1 d ··· hi h th sh' f sattonof an aws an InstitutIOns w c e statesman Ip 0 society after 
• ~M~ 

ages had built up, gave wal to brute force and plunder. tbe We.~-
No polity was known but that of conquest; and society ern empIre.. 

was divided into the conquerors and the conquered. 
On one side were the lords of the 13oil, by right of con-
quest: on the ollier, serfs and husbandmen governed 
by the sword. The rulers were rude and unlettered 
warriors, whom the culture of Greece and Rome had 
never reached, and upon 'whom the light of modern 
civilisation had not yet dawned: while the civilised 
races were trodden down, and the arts and acquire-
ments of their ancestOrs were forgotten. 

The conquering races having taken possession of Barbarian 
• conquest.\. 

the chosen lands/ and parcelled them out, by rIght 

1 In some cases they were contented with one-third of the lands: in 
others, with two-thirds: but ~ere were successive invasions by fresh 
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of conquest, , their leaders established filemselves as 
kings, princes, and nobles, and thus laid the founda
tions of the feudal system. Even when' the first 
violence of conquest and settlement was exhausted, the 
new social order was incompatible with freedom. At this 
period-as throughout the history of the world
invaders were gradually drawn into closer relations 
with the conquered races; until, at length,they were 
fused into one people. But in a society composed of 
kings, feudal lords, vassals, and se~, the very elements 
of freedom were wanting. And, 'even under conditions 
iess adverse to freedom, the ignorance of the people 
was alone sufficient to ensure their subjection.1 

Roman civilisation had already declined under the 
empire; and successive invasions of barbarian hordes 
had completeu its ruin. The fairest langs of Europe 
were laid waste by fire and sword. At one time, the 
natives were overcome hy their fierce invaders: at 
another, fresh hordes poured in upon them;, and their 
country was desolated by the wars of the rival tribes, 
contending for conquest and a division of ,the spoil. By 
the general laws of antiquity, the conq,uered became 
the captives and slaves of the conquerors. The clouds 
of night seemed gathering over Europe. These evil 
times have since been fitly known as the dark ages. 
Not learning only, but the arts, commerce, and industry 
were overshadowed by their darkness. A new society, 
and a new civilisation had now to be built up, on the 
ruins of the ancient world. • 

Europe lay under the rule of force. What the 
hordes, whose needs were to be satisfied j and conquerors were only re
strained in the settlement of lands by their numbers, and their means of 
occupation. 

1 See Sismondi, Hut. de la ~ute de r Empire Romain, ch. v.-viii. 
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lords of the soil had won by the sword, they held by CHAP. 

the sword .. They raised fortified castles, which frowned -~ 
upon their neighbouts from hill and crag:. they armed ~~~~dal 
their retainers to the teeth, and sallied forth on their 
stout w'ar-horses, to· do battle with their rivals, or to 
scour the plains f9f booty. Society.was prostrate be-
fore the sword and buckler, the spear and the cro~s-
bow. Law and right were determined by the will of 
the strongest. Every baron was absolute within his own 
domain; and his unchecked power, his warlike habits, 
and his uncultured nature, combined to make' him 
proud and arbitrary. A tyrant ruled over every 
village. The narrow bounds of these local tyranpies 
straitened the' yoke of <the serfs, constrained the free' 
intercourse of the people, perpetuated their ignorance 
and dependence, and checked their social improve~ 
ment,l And this was ~he government which prevailed 
over the greater part of Europe for many centuries.2 

But this general prostration of the people of Ca~ses of 
• • • Boclal and 

Europe was gradually hghtened by the opera,tlOn' of political 

several causes which contributed to the ultimate re- :'!'te
generation of society, and the advancement of freedom. 
These causes are to be sought in the free institutions of 
the conquerors themselves: in the traditional laws a:nd . . 

1 According to M. Guizot, I Sous,qulIlque point de vue que VOllS,COn
sideriez Ie prOgT6s de 1& sooiete, vous rencontrez Ie regime feodal comme 
obstacle;' EMt. de In Oiv. 108; sixth' editioq. I cannot accept the 
opinion of Mr. Motley (Hist. oftke Un. Netherlands, iii. 613), that during 
the course of the fourteen centuries since the fall of the Roman empire, 
the progress, however conceal6d or impeded, has been towards democracy. 
During the dark ages, not only democracy, but freedom, appears to me to 
have been extinguished. • 

• It attained maturity in the tenth century j and declined from the 
fifteenth to the seventeenth century, when it gradually gave way to 
monarchy (Guizot, Hist. de In Oiv. (6). 



224 

CHAP. 
VI. 

Teutonic 
customs. 

THE DARK AGES AND THE REVIVAL. 

customs of Rome: in the influence of Christianity and 
the Catholic Church; and in the inc.reasing enlighten
ment and general expansi<?n of medireval society. 

The Teutonic invaders--barbarians, indeed, as mea
sured by the standards of .Roman civilisation-had, fo~ 
ages, enjoyed a rude freedom in thei~ own lands, which 
had survived the liberties of Rome herself. They were 
brave, and they were free. Their ma.nners and cus
toms had been extolled by Julius Cresar,! and bI. 
Tacitlls.2 They 'elected their" patriarchal kings: they 
chose their chiefs or leaders in waf, for their valour: ° 

the power of their kings was limited j and their chiefs 
ruled by example rather than by authority.1I Their 
councils were public and popular, like those' of the 
ancient Greeks. The king and chiefs met the war
riors and the assembled people, addressed them· in 
words of persuasion-not of .command--and

o 

sought 
their' approbation, like the orators of a free State. 
Tacitus describes such an assembly almost in the 
words of Homer.4 And as the early Greeks advanced 
from such customs as these, to the most democratic 
governments of antiquity; so the Teutons, reared·in 
freedom, were destined, in future ages, to be the fore
most champions of European liberties. 

1 DB Bello Gallico. I De Moribm Germanol·um. 
S 'Rages ex nobilitate j duces ex virtute sumunt. Nee regibus infinita. 

aut libem potestas: et duces exemplo potius quam imperio: si prompti, si 
conspicui, si &Dte aciem agant, admimt!-0ne prresunt.'-T&citus, DB MOT. 
Germ. ch. vii. 

, 'De minoribus rebus principes consult&nt, de majoribus omnes.'
Tacitus, DB Mar. Germ. xi. And again :- , Ut turbre placuit, considunt 
armati. Silentium per sa.cerdotes, quibus tum et coercendi jus est, impe
ratur. Mox rex vel princeps, prout retas cuique, prout nobilitas, prout 
deeua bellorum, prout facundia est, o.udiuntur, auetoritate suadendi magis 
quam jubendi potestate. Si displicuit sententia, fremitu asperoantur: 
sin placuit, frameas concutiunt.'-lbid. 
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'Whatever the relations between the conquerors and CHAP. 
VI. 

the conquered, the Teutonic and other northern races --.,...-
cam" . ed with them into their adopted countries the ~ntrodueed " mroIWy 

cherished customs of their ancestors.l Thus we find ~h~:~
the Lombards, long after they had settled in the plains 
of "Italy, electing their king,! who, like his German 
ancestors, consulted his assembled people at Pavia, 
Milan, and elsewhere. And- their prescriptive laws 
were" transcribed into Teutonic Latin, and ratified by 
the king and people.8 The Burglmdians, the Visigoths, 
the Saxons, and other tribes, also collected" their laws, 
in iheir new homes.' And it was the custom of these 
northern races to determine by what laws they wotlid 
be rtlied: whether by tho~e of their ancestors, or by 
some other code. The Lombards had no less than six 
boqies "of law; and every man was entitled to declare 
by which ofthese he would be judged.5 

\Vherever the Teutonic" races settled themselveS', Compari.on 

th 
. . d ffi . _1 I of Greek elXcllstoms continue to 0 er a smgluat resemb ance an~ Teu-

h f h 1 G k Th · k' . tome eus-to t ose 0 t e ear y ree s. elX lUgS were patn- roms. 

archal: . descended. from the gods: chiefs in war: 
supreme in the judgment seat:" they assembled the 
chiefs and people in public council, to determine ques
tions of peace and war. As in Greece, the. chiefs had 

1 Italy was ov~rrun by the Ostrogoths and Lombards : Gaul by the 
Franks: England by the Danes and AlIglo-Saxons: Spain by the Visi-
gotha: Africa by the Vandals. 4 

S 'L! royaume des Lombards ~toit electif. De dix-huit rois qui 
avoient precede Rotharis, on n'en voit que trois ou quatre qui aient suc
reds & leurs p~es.'-Sismondi, Hi8t. des Rep.· Ital. i. 66. 

8 Gibbon, Rnme, v. 854 (ch. xlv.) • 
4 Montesquieu, Esprit des Loix; Guizot, Hist. de la Oiv. 75; Sis

mondi, Hist. des Rep. Ital. i. 17, 66. 
• Sismondi, Hi8t. des Rep. ltal.i. 71. Montesquieu and Sismondi 

a.,OTee that the Lombard laws were the most enlightened of all the bar-
barian codes. . 

VOL. I. Q 
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grad~lally encroached upon the prerogatives of kings, 
and established aristocracie~: so the Teuton chiefs in~ 
creased their possessions and their military power, 
equipped troops of cavalry for the field, and became 
more powerful than their kings. But while the Greek 
chiefs generally deposed their kings, the Teuton barons 
were content to restrain their prerogatives, and to found 
n proud feudal nobility, almost independent of the 
crown, and exercising sovereignty in their own domains., 
ThE) smallness of the Greek States forbade such adivi
sion of power, between the king and his nobles: there 
was no room for both: but the extent of European king
doms favoured a constitution, in which the king could 
assemble the nobles tmder his ban:ner, ,to maintain the 
honour and unity of the State, while they owed him an 

. allegiance, little more thaD. nominal, in time of peace. 
The people were with<:mt liberty: b~lt there were 

no despotic monarchies; I and a rude spirit of indepen
dence marked the warlike vassals of kings and feudal 
lords. And in this spirit lay the seeds of future 
freedom. Partly from the traditiQns of the Teutonic 
race; and partly frolIl the natural relations of chiefs 
and vassals, it became a feudal custom for the chiefs to 
assemble their vassals, to consult them as to their 
wars and other enterprises, and to demand their aid, in 
armed men, horses, equipments, forage, and other sub
Ridies. Such assemblies gre~ into settled institutions, 
and ultimately assumed the form of parliaments . 

. The next cause of ultimate social improvement, dur
ing the middle ages, was the continued influence of the 
t=aditionallaws and customs of ancient Rome. Muni-

J GernnUll says that in no Teutonic Stste has a military despotism 
bl'en ex.dured.-,Intro. to Hist of :1"ineteenth Century, p. 57. 
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cipal institutions were a distinctive characteristic elf the CHAP. 

Roman polity. In Italy, towns had been the centres of ~ 
government and of society: the land being cultivated :t'ra?itional 

by their inhabitants, who prized the privileges of ~i!~t~f 
citizenship, no less than their proprietary rights as land- Rome. • 

owners. The same customs extended to the more 
distant dominions of the empire; and municipal towns. 
had been founded in G.aul; in Spain, and other parts of. 
Europe, which continued to flourish under the empire. 
Their privileges, indeed, had suffered from the Imperial 
rule; and invasions and' conquests had ruined them: 
but the traditions of municipal self-government long 
sUrvived these ancient institutions. In the South of 
Europe, they were cherished until the revival of popUlar 
franchises . in the Italian republics of the middle ages. 
Further north~ the like traditions occasionally prevailed, 
as in Treves, Cologne, Tournai, .Amiens, Arras,. and 
Cambrai.1 

The feudal system was fatal to mUnicipal institutions. Fe.udalism 

Th h · h . rnlUousto e conquerors ad selZed upon t e most fertile lands to~. 
-generally the property of citizens: they dwelt in the 
midst of their own territories, and despised the cities 
and their inhabitants, whom they had despoiled. 
Hitherto dominion haa been the privilege of the towns !" 

now it was held with a strong hand by tlte country . 
.At the same time, the diss~ution of society caused by 
the breaking up of the Roman empire, and barbarian 
conquests, had destroyed the commerce and industry of 
the towns. The ruin of these prosperous communities 
closed, for a time, the most hopeful sources. of civilisa~ 
tion and freedom: but their slow revival, under new 
influences, was destined, in the course of ages, to shake 

• See Thierry, Hiat. de la Gawe, i. 53, 124, &c.l 
Q2 
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CHAP. and, at length, to contribute to the overthrow of, the 
~r. . feudal system itself. 

Traditions Another tradition of the empire was not without 
of Rome 
favoured influence upon the political destinies of medireval 
~oot adin h monar- Europe. The inv . g hordes ad originally settled 
chios. upon the conquered lands, in great multitudes; and the 

vast plains of Europe facilitated their occupation of 
wide territories~ But these were further extended by 
successive conquests. All races were familiar with the 
greatness and the power of Roman dominion: all had 
learned to revere the sacred dignity of the Roman 
emperor. This tradition fired Gothic' kings with 
ambition; ensured the support of their tarons in 
Bchemes of territorial conquest; and obtained the ready 
acquiescence .of the subjects of many lands, in the 
growth of new empires. Such sche'tn~~, indeed, need 
little. encouragement from traditions: hu~an :nature 
has supplietl ample inducements to conquest, in all ages 
and countries: yet it cannot be doubted that Imperial' 
traditions formed one of the causes of the development 
of European monarchies, and of the greafl empires of 

oman 
laWs. 

Juriats. 

Charlemagne, Charles V. and Napoleon. • 
There were also the traditions of Roman laws and 

administration, which were never wholly lost, and 
which eventually formed the basis of the laws of the 
greater part of Europe. If.not, in themselves, favour
able to liberty, yet as the laws of an .advanced society, 
and of accomplished jurists, 'they upheld principles of 
equity when force prevailed over justice and right; 
and they 'contributed to the revival of civilisation in 
Europe. And, further, their study produced a new 
race of jurists, whose place in society was independent 
()f that of the feudal barons, and of churchmen. They 
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formed a cultivated upper class, or new aristocracy, CHAP. 

apart from the territorial nobles, and the princes of the ~ 
Church. They were the only class whose intellectual 
training qualified them to withstand the barons; by 
aPfeals to the law, and to cope with the subtle and 
practised minds of ecclesiastics. By their studies, and 
the practice of their profession, they were led to logical 
methods of reasoning, unknown to the theologians of 
the middle ages. While churchmen, and society which 
followed their guidance, trusted, for the proof of facts, 
to miracles, to supernatural agency, to cruel ordeals, 
and to wager of battle, th~ jurists -,ere .introduCing 
rational tules of evidence, and seeking truth in th~ 
sworn testimony of credible witnesses, and in a philo
sophical scrutiny of natural causeS and probabilities. 
Such habits of tb,ought, wholly alien to those of their 
own times, assisted in the development of original in-
quiry, and in releasing society from the intellectual 
bondage of the Church. l They acquired great influ-
ence, especially in Italy and France; and without con-
tending for. popular rights, they were. a counterpoise to 
the power' of kings and nobles, and of the Church; 
and contributed to the support of free institutions . 
.An enlightened class naturally becomes a guide to 
public opinion, and is a restraint upon the abuses of 
absolute power. . 

But a greater cause than any of these, was working Ch,risti-
'to .. h vils f fi . d . arutyand mitigate tee 0 oreIgll conquest, an to Im- t!>e Catho-

prove the condition of tbe people, under the feudal he Church. 

system. That cause is to be found in the influence of 
Christianity and the Catholic Church. The fall of the 
Roman republic, and the establishment of a military 

1 See Thierry, Hm. de la Gmde, i. 255 et 8eq. 
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empire, had augured ill for the liberties of Europe: but 
at that very time, the rise of a new faith was destined 
to exalt the moral and intellectual condition of man
kind, and to institute principles of charity and social 
rights, unknown to Pagans, and leading to wider 
freedom and equality among men. 

The precepts of Christianity are purely spiritual and 
moral: they were not designed, by Christ himself, to 
affect the political relations of me~. It was only by 
exalting and purifying the moral principles of society, 
by oyercoming the natural selfishness of the human 
heart, by enforcing the sacred duties of charity to all 
men, and by raising a just conception of the equal 
claims of mankind, upon the mercy and beneficence of 
their Creator, that the Christian faith could temper the 
government of States.1 • 

Some of the precepts of Christ· and his apostles 
have, indeed, been pressed into the service of political 
controversy. On one side they have been held to 
favour the doctrine of passive obedience, and the diviue 
right of kings: 2 on the other, to uphold the. principles 

1 I I.e christianisme ne s 'est nullement ~ a l'eIRt social: il a 
annonce hautement qu'il n'y toucherait pas: il a ordonna a l'esclave 
d'oMir au maitre: il n'a at1aque aucun des grands manx, aucune des 
grandes injustices de la societe d'a!ors. Qui niem pourtant que Ie chris
tianisme n'ait ete des lors une grande crise de la civilisation P Paroequ'il 
a change l'homme interieur, see croyances, see eentimen1B, parcequ'il a 
~genere l'homme moral, l'homme intellectueL'-Guizot, Civilisation eI'l 

Europe, p. 17. ... 
• The following are among the most familiar examples :-' Let every 

soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of 
God: the powers that be are ordained of God: whosoever, therefore, re
sisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God; and they that resist 
shall receive to themeelves damnation.'-Romans, xiii. 1--8. 'Put them 
in mind to be subject to principalities and powem, to obey magistrates, 
to be ready to every good work.'-Titus, iii. 1. 'Submit youreelves to 
every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as 
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of 'liberty, equality, and fraternity,' 1 and even of the 
community of goods, or communism.1I But these pre
cepts were addressed to a spiritual brotherhood, united 
by the bonds of a holy faith, and not to citizens, for 
their guidance in temporal affairs. They taught the 
highest principles of duty and charity, of justice, 
of mercy and forbearance, of self-denial, of peace 
and good-will towards men. They breathed the spirit 
of freedom and equality among their fellow-creatures. 
In the sight of God, and in the kingdom of heaven, 
all men were equal. God was no respecter of 

Bupreme; or unto govemors 88 unto them that are sent by him for the 
puniihment of evil-doers and for the praise ot them that do well'-
1 Epistle of Peter, ii. 13, 14. 'Honour all men, love the brotherhood: 
fe~ God: honour.the king.'-l Epistle of Peter, ii. 17. 'And they 
asked Him, is it lawful for U8 to give tribute unto Cresar or no? and He 
eaid, render unto Crew the things which are Cresar's, and unto God the 
things which ba God's.''':'''Luke xx. 21 and following verses. 'For thill 
cause pay ye tribute aleo: for they are God's ministers attending COD

tinually upon this very thing. Render therefore to all their dues: tribute 
to whom tribute is due: custom to whom custom: fear to whom fear: 
honour to whom honour.'-Romans, xiii. 6 and following verses. 'Sel'
vanta, be sul>ject to your masters, with all fear; not only to the good 

, and gentle, but also to the froward.'-l Epistle of St. Peter, ii. 18. 
I 1'he folloWing well-known passages, among others, are relied on by 

this school: 
, And there was strife among them, which should be greatest, and 

He eaid unto them, the kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over 
them j they that exercise authority upon them are called benefactors. 
But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be as 
the younger: and be that is chief 88 he that doth serve.'-Luke, xxii. 24, 
25, 26. 'But be ye not called Rabhi: for one is your Master, even 
Christ: and all ye are brethren. But he that is greatest among you sheU 
be your servant. And whosoever shall exalt himself shall beabased: amd he 
thai humbleth himself shall be exalted.'-Matthew. xxiii. 8, 11. 

I 'And all that believed were together, and had all things in com
mon; and sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as 
every man had need.'-Acts, ii. 44, 45. ' Neither said any of them that 
ought of the things which he possessed, was his own: but they held all 
things in common.'-Ibid. iv. 32. 
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persons. If these ennobling principles had taken 
possession of the souls of Christians, and had become the 
settled rule of their relations .to one another, society 
would have been so regenerated as to leave little need 
of political maxims for its guidance. Rulers would 
have respected the rights and interests of their subjects: 
subjects would have observed their duties to their rulers, 
and, to one another: freedom ana equity would have 
prevailed upon earth. How far the Christian practice 
fell short of 'this high ideal, the bloody 'annals of 
Christendom bear mournful Witness. But whatever its 
shortcomings, we may, at least, console ourselves 'with 
the assurance, that the moral tone of Christian society 
surpassed, beyond comparison, that of the best periods 
of Pagan faith and philosophy. 

The hmnble disciples of Christ outlived their early 
persecutions. Their pure and spirituhl faith appealed 
to the reason and conscience ()f mankin~: its divine 
promises were .not confined to any race or country, but 
embraced the entire family of man.1 It gave the war-, 
rant of divine revelation to the immortality of the soul, 
and to future rewards and punishments, which had been 
merely the speculations of pagan philosophers. It pro
mised, in. a sinful age, the forgiveness of sin. Its pro
fessors were distinguished for the blameless purity of 
their lives, and were an exam pie to the corrupt pagan 
world.2 They were, at first, without political ainis. 

I 'The promise of divine favour, instead of being partiaJIy confined to 
the posterity of Abraham, was universaJIy proposed to the freeman and 
the slave, to the Greek and to the barbarian, to the Jew and to the 
Gentile.'-Gibbon, Rome, ii, 157, 

I For an account of the Christian communion about 200 A.D., see 
Tertullian's Apology of the Cliri8tiana, agllimt the accusation of the 
GentiletJ 
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charity among men, were their ideals of the Christian ..2!:
faith. But when their communion had advanced in 
numbers and influence, they proceeded to organise the 
government of the Church,and to engraft upon it the 
polity of a State. They spread and multiplied: they 
founded powerful churc"hes: they overcame declining 
paganism: they conver14rl the Roman empire; and, 888 A.I>. 

to crown their triumphs, they converted the northern 
conquerors of the empire itself.1 

___ . "",the course of four centuries, great changes ~rrup-
'had .. h h f h Chris' f:' h tionsof occurr t e c aracter 0 t e tian rut, Christian 

'and in its eccles'" tical organisation. The primitive churches. 

purity of the faith Itself was corrupted by the worship 
of s$ts and martYrs, and by superstitious ceremonies, 
borrowed from the pagans. Too pure for the corrupt 
age, and superstitious races, which it had overcome, it 
had been so far debased as to approach the lower 
ideal of its pagan and barbarous converts. There was 
little' to repel a pagan from the services of a Chris-. 
tian churcp. The Christian worship was celebrated. in 
pagan temples: priests ministered at the· altars of the 
Church, with the pomp and mystery of pagan sacri-
fices: images and relics were adored like pagan idols; 
and votive' offerings, ~poIi the walls of Christian 
churches, betrayed the grovelling superstitions of the 
worshippers. Tutelary saints took the place of mytho-
logical divinities.' 

1 Milman, Hm. of Latin Christianity. b. iii. ch. 2. 
I • Is not the worship of sainte and angels now, in all respects, the 

same that the worship of demons was in former times P The deifiEld men 
of the Christians are substituted for the deified men of the heathens.'
Bishop Newton. See also Milman, Hist. of Chl-iatianity, b. iii. ch. 7; 
Hm. of Latin Christianity, b. iii. ch. 7. 
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The early Christian churches had been fOlmded 
upon principles of freedom. Their bishops had been 
elected by the congregations, and their modest juris"" 

. dj.ction had been. mainly spiritual. Provincial synods 
formed a popular element in the constitntion of the 
Church. Such an ecclesiastical polity, if continued, 
might have advanced popular rights, and the liberties 
of Europe. But the bishops. soon enlarged their own 
powers, and limited those of the people, while they 
became subject themselves to metropolitan bishops or 
primates .. The Church was divided into the two dis
tinct orders of clergy and laity, of whom the former 
was continually enlarging its authority and pretensions. 
The union of churches was growing closer, until finally 
the Greek and Roman branches of the Catholic Church 
comprised the great body of the faithful. The Church 
revenues, derived from tithes and oblati6ns, and after .. 
wards from lands, were ever increasing. The growing 
power of bishops a:nd priests was further promoted ~y 
the wreck of the Roman empire. In the decay of old 
authorities, they were prompt to take the lead,.in guid
ing and governing the people. Where towns had -been 
ruined, and municipalities overthrown, bishops founded 
their sees, and assumed the mst place in temporal, as 
well as in spiritual affairs. When lands were parcelled out 
among the conquerors, the bishops secured for them
selves, and for the Church, an ample share of the spoiL 
They associated themselves with feudalism, and enjoyed 
its temporalities, as lords of the soil, barons, and princes. 
They did not shrink from becoming owners of serfs, 
like their temporal compeers; and if, in the words of 
St. Paul, thE;ly accOlmted them 'the Lord's freemen,' I 

I 1 Corinthians, vii. 21, 22. 
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yet were they contented to 'leave them the slaves of CHAP, 

man. The Roman pontiff grew in power, imtil he was ~ 
the spiritual head of the Western Church, the vice~ The Roman 

• . '. pontiff. 
gerent of Christ upon earth, and a temporal sovereIgn . 
-ambitious, worldly, aggressive, intriguing, and im
perious. 

Such being the state of Christianity and the Church, ~f~~:nce 
during the dark ages, what promise did they give of CRhurch of 

. ome upon 
ai~g in the social and political improvement of the freedom. 

people? Christianity itself, however corrupted, must 
ever be a fruitful source of moral and social good: of 
charity, of humanity, and of unseltishness.. In the 
worst times, its votaries have cherished a higher ideal 
of life and duty than Pagans. But the character it had 
assumed, at this period, was adverse to its proper in
fluence. Its superstitions were debasing to the hmnan 
mind: its 'belief was a credulous love of the marvellous 
and supernatural: its devotion a!l abject prostration of 
the soul: its ideal of Christian virtue, ascetism and, 
penance: its divinity, a tissue of scholastic dogmas: its 
spiritual inspiration not that of the gospels, but of the 
priesthood: its charity, not the toleration of error, but 
the relentless persecution of free religious thought. 
Such a faith was incompatible with a free spirit iIi 
man: it favoured ignorance: it discouraged self-respect 
and moral confidence: it was fitter for slaves than for 
freemen. 

The faith of the Pagans had left them free to aspire T~e, .. cetic 

h 
. spmt. 

to t e highest ideal of manhood.. The gloomy fanatICs 
of Christendom, instead of preaching that men, created' 
in the image of God, should strive to become worthy' 
of the beneficence of their Creator, taught them to 
believe that they were as worms on the face of the 
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earth, without power to exalt themselves, by the endow
ments which God had given them. Conceived in sin, 
and by nature desperately wick~d, they were doomed 
to everlasting torments, unless they could win the mercy 
of their Creator, by humbling themselves in sackcloth 
and ashes. They never heard of the dignity of man, 
nor of the high purposes of his creation: but only of 
his depravity and helplessness. l A belief in such 
doctrines as these, depressed the spirit, and paralysed 
the religious and moral feelings of many generations. 
The higher motives of human action-the love of God, 
a pious obedience to his will, a pure spirit of holiness, 
and even the moral guidance of the conscience-yielded 
to craven fears, and pitiful mortifications of the flesh. 
It was not until a truer perception of .the Christian 
faith prevailed, that any progress was po.sSible in civili
sation and freedom. . . : . . . 

The teaching of the Church was also directly adverse . 
to freedom. All the early fathers condemned resistance 
to the civil power, as a deadly sin. No tyranny, or 
oppression, no outrages upon humanity, were held to 
justify subjects in forcibly protecting themselves against 
the injustice of their rulers. In pagan times, resistance 
to tyrants had been extolled as one of the highest 
duties of the patriot: in the earlier ages of Christen
dom, it was branded as infamous. The Church gave 
immunity to princes, and rivetted the chains of their 
subjects.' 

TbeChurch Yet it cannot be doubted that the ministrations of 
:~o~vili- the Church, beyond their spiritual uses, 'were conducive 

1 • Thll sense of human dignity was the chief moral agent of antiquity, 
and~ the sense of sin, of medirevalism.'-Lecky, Hut. of RationalWa, ii. 
223. 

• See Lec1.-y, Rationoli811l in Ew'ope, ii. 149 et leg. 
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to civilisation. In the midst of the humble dwellings CHAP. 

of the peasantry, churches arose in which they could -!!-
admire structures excelling in beauty their own rude 
conceptions of art: Religion was the dominant influence 
in these d3:l'k ages, and it gave the first encouragement 
to the arts, in church drchitecture and decoration: In 
these churches, the people were assembled for worship 
and instruction.; and were trained to association with 
their neighbours, for' the high and holy purposes of 
their common faith. Whatever the errors and super"' 
stitions of the time, Christian teaching could not fail to 
exercise a salutary influence over the minds of men. 
And, furthet, the councils a.nd administration of the 
Church, succeeding the organisation of the empire, 
tended to associate the people of different States, to en-
courage international relations, and to introduce the 
obligations . CYf civilised life into the customs of semi
barbarous nations. What Rome had done with her 
civil and military administration, the Church now 
effected with her varied and wide-spread ecclesiaf'!,tical 
institutions. 

From the faith of the dark ages, let us tlll1l to its The priest 

priesthood. How far did the priests of this p'eriod en~ hood. 

courage the ignorance of. their flocks? In teaching a '. 
corrupted faith, in withholding the Scriptures from the 
J?eople, in denouncing profane learning; in assuming 
excessive powers over the souls of the faithful, and in 
.repressing. private judgment, they ministered to igno-
rance, and int~llectual prostration. That, in an age of 
darkness, there were multitudes of ignorant priests is 
certain: they knew little but the traditions of their 
own Church: their narrow creed comprised all know-
ledge necessary for mankind. But there were. many 
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whose special education for the priesthood raised them 
far above the standard of the' laity. Such men were 
familiar with Greek history, with Roman polity, and. 
Hebrew revelation. What baron was the intellectual . ' 

equal of a polished churchman? But it was no part 
of their mission to teach the people. Th~y pursued 
learning in the cloister, or the study: and their writings 
were in Latin. They extended the influence of the 
Church: they exalted the power of the priesthood; and 
they followed their own lofty ambition: but they made 
no effort to dispel popular ignorance. And as yet the 
darkness of.the age was too deep for enlightenment. 

Their moral But the moral influence of the Church, in these evil 
infillence. times, was most salutary. The feudal power was founded 

• 

The priest
hood and 
the poor. 

on birth, territorial possessions, and military prowess., 
Churchmen exercised a moral power, derived from the 
spiritual mission of the Church, independent of feudal
ism, and superior to it. It was their office to enforce' 
inoral obligations upon warlike barons, all;d turbulent 
soldiers; and to protect·' th.e people from oppression 
and wrong. They set up a moral law against the rule 
of force. And they spoke with the voice of a Church 
whose dominions were wider than the empire itself.l 

The Church also assumed relations to the poor, that 
had been tmknown in the pagan ·world. The clergy 
visited the sick: they dispensed charities, with a liberal 
hand; and they were friends and comforters of the 
afflicted. Feelings of tenderness and humanity were 
fostered, in an age of violence. Numbers of the clergy 
being drawn from the ranks of the peasantry, were 

1 Strangely enough, Comte is one of the strongest defenders of the 
clergy. Philas. Pas. v. 329,331,339,345, 367, 452, &c.; Macaulay, Hist.· 
i. 22, 23; ~cky, Hilt. of Rationalism, i. 302. 
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acquainted with their wants, and sympathised with their CHAP. 

sufferings. They stood·between the rich and the poor, ~
as a middle class; and in every village formed a valu-
able and improving element of society. By their edu- Arioto

cation and piet~t they aided in raising the standard ~h~cy an~ 
of society; they elevated the humble classes from which Churcb. 
they sprang; and they served as mediators betwee,n the 
mde and ignorant lords of the soil, and their helpless. 
peasantry. Again, in order to secure the best instru-
ments of her policy, the Church promoted the ablest 
men to the highest offices; and the raising of humble 
priests to the dignities of the Church, in which church-
men became the equals of princes, encouraged the aspi-
rations of the lowly, and introduced a degree of equality 
into the. relations of society.1 These dignities being 
personal and not hereditary, formed some counterpoise 
to the heredJ;tary feudal lordships ; and the celibacy of 
the clergy prevented the growth of ecclesiastical fami-
lies, enriched by the property of the Church .. 

In later times, the ambitious pretensions of the Holy Relation.of 

S . all' ed· ch k h b I the Church ee OCCaSIOn y lD1pOS a ec upon tea so ute. to kings. 

rights of kings. The Pope arrogated to himself the 
right of deposing temporal sovereigns, in the name of 
God; and to increase his power, he was constrained to 
seek the aid of the people, on whose behalf he assumed 
to declare the will. of the· Almighty. Any pretensions 
which impaired the a"J:lsolutism o~ rulers were so far 
favourable to lib~rty: but the Pope was contending for 
ecclesiastical domination, not for civil freedom; and if 

1 • L'egalite cOmmence a penetrer par l'eglise au sein du gouvernement, 
!t celni qui eM vegete comme sed dans un eternel esclavage, se place 
~omme pretre au milieu des no\lles, et va souvent s'as8eoir au-dessus des 
~is.'-De Tocqueville, Introduction, p. 2. 
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the latter cause sometllnes profited by his intervention, 
it was because kings were weakened-not because the 
Church was the apostle of liberty. ' 

In the writings of theologians and schoolmen, indeed, 
are to be found opinions favourable to liberty, and even 
to democracy: 1 but they were speculations of the 
cloister, and bore no fruits in the policy of the Church. 
On fJ1e contrary, except''\fhen the ambition of Church
men conflicted with that of princes, their influence was 
ever on the side of the temporal power. 

For six centuries, Europe continued in intellectual 
darkness. Whatever the moral in:B.uence of the Church, 
and whatever the attainments and capacity of her fore
most churchmen, sh~ had contriQuted lit~le to the general 
enlightenment of the people. Her learning, her science, 
and her philosophy were purely theological.. Every in
quiry and speculation was circumscribed by her tenets 
and traditions. Freedom of thought Wa.'!! repressed in 
secular studie~ as in religion. The human mind was 
held in leading strings by the 'Church. The ignorance 
of this period, however, caimot be «harged mainly on 
the Church. The education' of the people would have 
been beyond her resources. Even Under the favour
able conditions of modem society, we see how o1;>sti
nately ignorance, error, and' prejudice maintain their. 
ground against enlightenment. Schools, compulsory 

I John of Salisbury wrote in the twelfth century:-'There is no 
man who loves not liberty, who wishes not strength to defend it.' 
• Slavery is the image of death, and liberty is the safety of life.' Joan. 
Sarisb. Polycra.ticus, viii. 5. Thomas Aquinas wrote :-' The power of 
making laws belongs to the whole people, or tc;> him who represents 
them;' and, a.,o-ain, • All should have a part in the government,' • Omnes 
aliquam po.rtem ho.beant in principatU; , Summa Tlaeologia, lib. i.2. Many 
simillU' examples will be found in La ChairtJ franfaise au MOYm-OgB, 
par M. Lecoy de 1& Marche, 8vo. Paris, 1868. 
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education, preaching from thousands of pulpits, the CHAP. 

multiplication of books and newspapers, a maryellous ~
intercourse between nations, and the freest spirit of 
inquiry, have failed to dispel the ignorance of great 
masses. of the people. In the dark ages, the obstacles 
to enlightenment were nearly insuperable, and among 
them must be reckoned the narrow spirit of the Church 
herself. Few candid thinkers, beyond the reach of 
theological influence, will now question that the teach-
ing of the Church arrested the development of thought 
and discovery.1 . 

The spiritual and secular power of the Church, Spiritual. 

fr h · hi h . .. ed and secular apart om t e tgDorance to w c It lDlDlSter , was a power of 

ch k E lib ' H rul . hed theChurcb. severe ec to uropean . ertles. er e weIg . 
heavily upon the minds and consciences of men. It 
was supreme 'in religion, in domestic life, and in the 
State. In religion it forbad freedom of thought, under 
tbEl penalties of death and torture: in domestic life, 
it pursued and watched th~ faithful in ~very act, from 
birth unto death: in the Sta1e, it claimed supremacy over 
kings and rulers, and swayed their policy in the in-
terests of Rome, rather than for the good of their 
country. And 'by what an executive force was this 

. great power administered! A vast army of priests 
held possession of Europe: superior to laymen in 
learning: under the strictest discipline: oWing allegi-' 

1 Lord Bacon, in the Nouum Organum, pronounced it one of the 
principal causes of the intellectual torpur of the middle a,.,aes; A ph. 78-
92. Lecky, H"UJt. of Rationalism, ch. iii., and especially p. 288 et seq. 
Drapsr, Omflict between Religiun mul &ieme, ch. ii., x. &c. Lewes, Hiat. 
of PAiloaup/iy, ii. 5. The Istter author says • the Church, both by instinct 
and by precept, was opposed to science and literature! 

But Guizot, despite his protestantism, contends that 'l'influence de 
}'eglise a plus developp6 que comprimli, pluslitendu que resserre;' Hiat. de 
la Oivil. 153. Oomte also takes a similar view; PAil. POll. v. 462. 

VOL. I. R 
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ance to a foreign. sovereign: separated by their sacred. 
office, and by celibacy, from their fellow-countrymen: 
leagued together by the straitest ties of duty, ambition, 
and faith: speaking the one unive.rsal language: ever 
striving to exalt the dignity and power of the Church, 
and to subjugate the wills of men; and repressing 
every aspiration for freedom. 

'Wbile sueh was the state of the Church,and of 
society, many civilising influences were advancing the 
enlightenment of Europe.. The feudal lords, less oc
cupied with arms, were more disposed to cultivate the 
arts of peace. As an aristocracy, they were helping to 
refine society. Poetic recitals had been the first litera
ture of the Greeks; and they were the first intellectual 
diversion of the Teutons aud Celts. From the earliest 
times, bards and scalds had lleen the delight of the 
northern races; 1 and these were succeeded by the 
minstrels and troubadours of the mid<he ages. The 
festive halls of the baroRs were enlivened by the songs 
of minstrels; and the imagination was awakened by 
pbetic tales of love and vatour. Such entertainments 
were congenial to both sexes; ° and high-born ladies' 
encouraged the humble minstrels with their gracious 
smiles. In the domestic circle of the feudal castle, 
women held a worthy place; and the sentiment of 
devotion to the .fair sex was refined and idealised by 
poetry.! 

1 'Oelebrant carminibus antiquis (quod unum apud illos memorial et 
annalium . genus est) Tuistonemo deum • • • Fuisse apud eos et 
Herculem memorant; primumque omnium virorum fortium iturl in 
prallia canunt.'-Tacitus, De MO/". GBrm. c. 2. 

• Bishop Percy's Essay on Ancient English Mi7l8trels; Michelet, Hist. 
de l'rance, i. 157,470; Hist. Lit. des TrQUbadmu·8, 1774; Sir Walter 
Scott's ARM of GiwBtein, note to ch. xi. 
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But the institution of chivalry-the great theme of CHAP. 

poetry and Bong-was the chief source of refinement ~ 
to the feudal lords. Knights, consecrated by the Chivalry. 

Church to deeds of. piety and valour, dedicated them-
selveB to the service of God and the ladies: they swore 
to Bpeak the truth: to maintain the right: to shield 
the oppressed: to observe courtesy; and to seek 
dangers. And loyally .did they fulfil their mission. 
Higher Bentiments of honour and loftier aims were now 
cherished by the young nobles. Their valour and 
prowess were displayed in picturesque tournaments, 
which, unlike the more barbarous games of ancient 
Greece, were graced by the presence of the fair sex. 
The victor received his prize from the hand of the 
fairest and noblest lady of the company. A generous 
emUlation was encouraged, in valour and in courtesy: 
the ideal of wpman was exalted; and intercourse be-
tween knights of many lands was improving to the 
mind and manners of society. Wititall its worldly lUstre, 
chivalry was true to its ,association with piety; an!I 

. knights returning from pilgrimages to the Holy Land, 
or other pious adventures, brought with them the 
resources and cultivation of foreign travel.1 

To have taught rude baron..q honour, courtesy, and 
goOd manners, was no small service to society. Honour 
became, as it were, a social religion, refining the con
science, and exalting the sense of moral duty: courtesy 
encouraged gentleness in theit relations with neigh
bours and dependents;. and good manners-justly 
reckoned among the fine arts.-in rearing a race of well
bred gentlemen, forwarded the civilisation of Europe. 
The softer climate. of tM South being especially favour-

1 Gibbon, .Rome, vii. 199 j Sharon Turner, IrtBt. of Eng. ch. xiii. &c. 

:82 
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able to the cultivation of graceful manner~, Italy and 
France took the lead in this attractive art, and have not 
yet been overtaken by the hardier nations of the North.1 

When feudal society was under the inspiring in~ 
fluence of chivalry, the pious and warlike passions of 
Europe were appealed to by the memorable Crusades. 
The flower of the princes and nobles of Europe flocked 
to the standards of the Crusaders. If these holy wars 
were fanatical arid impolitic, the sentiments which m
spired them were far worthier than the savage feuds 
and brutal plunder, for which the barons of old had 
been wont to draw their swords. An exalted en
thusiasm took possession of Christendom: churchmen 
and laity vied with one another in zeal and sacrifices. 
All classes were fired by the same passionate ardour: in 
a fanatical age, the minds of men were raised above 
fanaticism, by lofty sentiments of honour and duty, and 
by visions of glory. The spirit t>f the Crusaders was 
chivalrous and heroic. The torpor of the dark ages 
was awakened to great interests and engrossing sym
pathies. Society was stirred with new thoughts and 
aspirations. 

For the first time, all Europe was inspired by the 
same sentiments, and united in a common cause. 
Nations, previously strangers to one another, fought 
side by side against the Saracens. Narrow local ex-

• I A difference of manners may even be noticed in the north and south 
of Italy, of France, and of Great Britain. Among other reasons for this 
difference, it Ulay be suggested that in cold climates, men are more quick 
ahd . hurried in their movements, and consequentlY,less graceful; their 
muscles are rigid, and their limbs lend themselves less naturally to easy 
postures. A certain measure of indolence is an ingredient in good 
mannere; and among ourselves, it may be observed that the blst manners 
are to be found among those whose occupations make least demands 
upon their activity. 
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periences and habits were enlarged by international CHAP. 

intercourse. A pew world was opened to the Cnt-~ 
saders: they were brought into contact with two civi
lisations, more ancient and more advanced than their 
own-the Byzantine Greek, and the Saracen. They' 
found much to learn and to imitate. The narrow 
bounds of theological teaching were extended, and they 
began to judge of life and the world for themselves.! 
As succeeding generations extended their knowledge 
of distant realms, new routes were opened for com-
mercial enterprise, and new industries introduced into 
Europe. The supply of vast armies, in the East, also 
gave a prodigious impulse to naviga~ion a:nd foreign 
commerce. In this respect no country profited so 
much as Italy: her .geographical position, and her 
long-established communications with the East, natu, 
rally gave her the principal share of these commercial 
advantages. While tther nations were impoverished, 
Italy was enriched: and the" enoouragement given to 
her industry, and her wide intercourse with otJier 
nations, rapidly advanced the development of Italian 
society. 

For two centuries, these destructive wars con- Their effect 
. d d h h' fth upon feu-tinue ; an t ey were among t e mam causes 0 e dalism. 

ruin of the feudal system. Generation after generation 
\vas decimated by their ravages; 'and the estates of the 
barons were wasted by. costly expeditions. During 
their long absences, the feudal yoke had become 
lighter; and society had advanced in industry Iln,d 
prosperity. While the barons were impoverished, 

I I Lea espritS eont infiniment plus libres: lee croyances religieuses ne 
Bont plus l'unique sphere dans laquelle e'exerce l'esprit humain: sans les 
abs.ndonner, il commence a ne e'y point renfenner, a Be porter ailleure.' 
-Guizot, Hilt. de la Oiv. 211. 
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CHAP. their neighbours had risen in wealth and indepen-
VI. dence. Their habits of life were als~ changed. They 

had become accustomed to foreign luxuries, the in
dulgence of which further contributed to their ruin, 
while it encouraged commerce and manufactures. 
Their rude hospitality and hosts of retainers were 
diminished in favour of costly ornaments, jewelry, and 
apparel. But while their tastes were more refined, 
their courage and manliness were not less conspicuous. 
They were still animated by the spirit of chivalry: but 
they had acquired the cultivation of a more advanced 
society. Their manners were more polished: youths 
of ge:o.tle birth learned grace and courtesy, as well as 
the arts of war and horsemanship, in their households. 
And this was the brave and courteous race, from whom 
have sprung the nobles and gentlemen of modern 
Europe. 

And upon These social changes, ill weakening the aristo-
the enfran·. • h 
chisement erncy, mcreased, on ,one SIde, the power of monarc s, 
~:= and on the other the freedom of the people. But, 

above all, they led to the enfranchisement of the rising 
communes. Hence the rise of new munici.ealities in 
Italy, Germany, Flanders, and elsewhere, which ad
vanced the liberties of Europe. l The period of feuda
lism, picturesque and poetical in many of its aspects, 
was yet incompatible with freedom; and its declin-e 
ushered in the birth of a new era of social and political 
enfranchisement. • 

The towns which had suffered deC{ty from invasions 

1 Gibbon, Rom, Emp. vii. 849 i Michelet, Hist. de .E}·tmCe, ii. ch. 3, 
4 i Hallam, Middle Ages, ii. 454 et 8eg. i Sharon Turner; Hist of England, 
ch. ix. It. i Guizot, Hist. de la Oiv. 8m• le~on; Hume, Essays: of 
Rdimment in the Arts i Adam Smith. Wealth of NationB. b. iii. ch. 3; 
Robertsonl C'harlC8 Vo. sect. i. 



REVIVAL OF TOWNS. 247 

and civil wars, upon the fall of the Roman empire, had CHAP. 
VI. 

still been repressed by the feudal polity. The inhabi- ----.....--
tants were poor tradesmen and mechanics, and the serfs :.e=:u of 

of the neighbouring barons: they were liable to heavy 
exactions, and were often a prey to violence and plunder. 
But they enjoyed more productive industries than the 
peasantry, and readier means of association. Hence 
their social advancement was far more rapid than that 
of the agricultural serfs. The municipal traditions of 
Rome had survived, and were confirmed by the free 
customs of the TEmtons.1 The bishops gave importance 
to the cities in which they dwelt, and befriended the 
citizens with counsel and protection, in their contests 
with their feudal lords. From the eighth century, in 
many of the cities and towns, the burghers assembled 
annually to elect their magistrates; and the forms of free 
municipal government were established. But they were 
still defenceless agairrst their feudal superiors; and the 
greater their riches, the more frequent and irritating be-
came the exactions and oppression which they suffered. 

They had seen in the barons themselves frequent 
examples of resistance to feudal claims; and they were Their 

struggle 
ofte~ driven, by in.tolerable wrong, to resist their lords. ~~~:~ the 

But It was not untIl the eleventh century, that they were 
strong enough to make an effectual stnlggle for their 
liberties. Many of the towns were then fortified, and 
their inhabitants trained to arms. The rebellions of 
single towns had usually been crushed: . now they 
became general, through the greater part of Europe-

1 'I observe that recent writers are dissatisfied with the historicai 
theory which attributes the municipal institutions of medilllval Europe to 
an exclusively Roman origin, and that they are seeking to take into 
account the usages inherited from the conquerors of the empire.'
Maine, Village Communitie8, p. 117. 
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been weakened and broken, throughout the greater 
part of Europe, as well by the rivalry of the towns, as 
by the lawless violence, and intestine wars of the 
batons, by the general growth and expansion of society, 
and by other causes already noticed. But again the 
political development of the Greeks differed from that 
of Teutonic societies. With the former, the democracy 
overthrew the nobles, and ruled in their place. With 
the latter, the democracy asserted its independence, 
protected itself against oppression, and claimed a 
certain share of politil".al power. As kings and people 
alike were jealous of t.he nobles, they often made 
common cause against them. . The towns being alien
. ated from the barons by oppression, and feudal di"Sputes, 
naturally leaned towards the kings, from whom they 
received encouragement in their industry and arts. And 
as the power of the nobles was broken, the prerogatives 
of the crown were restored and extended. Kings 
became more absolute; and the people more free. In
stead of the democracies of small States, the mixed 
constitutions of· great monarchies grew up. The towns 
were generally too far apart to allow of effective union: 
they could not overpower either kings or nobles: but 
they were able to maintain their own municipal liberties, 
often to share in the general councils of the State, and 
generally to control the policy of their mlers. 

Sometimes there were alliances among Italian 
cities; 1 and in Switzerland a league of towns and' rural 
cantons grew into a state,2 but Germany affords the 
most remarkable example of municipal confederations, 
associated with the general.government of an empire. 
So early as the tenth century, several German cities 

• Ohapter vii. a Oha pters viii., ix. 
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had already acquired privileges, and were growing in CHAP. 

prosperity and strength. Some were under the direct ~ 
jurisdiction of the emperor himself, and were governed 
in his name by the bishop: others were subject to the 
dukes and counts of the empire. The former being at 
a greater distance from their ruler, and less exposed to 
his jealousy and exactions, generally secured a larger 
share of freedom and political privilege. The citizens 
were divided into guilds or companies, according to 
their several trades; and elected councils and magistrates, 
subject to the supreme authority of the emperor or feudal 
lord. As the citizens grew richer and more powerful, 
they gradually acquired a greater measure of indepen
dence,and assumed more extended powers of self-govern-
ment; and in the thirteenth century, those which were 
under feudal lords, cast off their yoke and placed them-
selves, like the imperial cities, immediately under the 
emperor himself. The imperial government being weak 
and distracted, so far from repressing their liberties, 
showed favour to the free cities, and sought their 
political support. Accordingly we find their represen-
tatives associated with the electors and princes in the , 
diet of the empire, towards the end of that century. 1291 A..p. 

They had advanced from dependents of bishops and 
feudal lords to be the equals of princes: they enjoyed 
a free constitution, a popular magistracy, and great 
material prosperity. They also became the intellectual 
centres of Germany, and were active in the promotion 
of the arts, learning, and cultivation. 

These cities were far wiser than their Italian con- Their con-

t . Th did- . h th tests with' , emporarles. ey not wage wars Wlt one ano er, the barons. 

, nor engage in senseless feuds and factions. But they 
had other enemies, with whom they knew how to con-
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tend. From every crag and hill-top frowned a castle, 
from which robber barons and robber bishops made 
descents upon the citizens, as they passed, with their 
merchandise, along ~he roads and rivers. More serious 
quarrels also broke out between them, sometimes 
caused by outrages of the barons, sometimes provoked 
by the cities themselves, which led to bloody conflicts. 
In Italy, the cities endeavoured to disarm the barons by 
enrolling them as citizens: in Germany, they received 
the vassals and serfs of the feudal lords with open 
arms, but defied their masters, or entered into alliances 
with them for mutual defence. Such being the rela
tions of nearly all the free cities' to their dangerous 
neighbours, they entered into leagues for mutual defence. 
Thus, in the thirteenth century, the Hanse towns formed 
an alliance, called the Hanseatic League. In 1300, 
this league comprised no less than sixty cities, demo
cratic in their internal government, and confederated 
for commercial privileges and mutual advantage. They 
also allied themselves with great numbers of cities in 
England, in France, in the Netherlands, in Spain and in 
Italy.l 

A. number of cities not less considerable, near the 
Rhine, entered into'tanother great confederation, known 
as the Rhenish League. They were led by three eccle
siastical electors, and became an important political 
force in the councils of the empire. In 1370, this 
league entered into a confederacy with the cities of 
Swabia, and united in opposition to the German princes. 
The German free cities were, inlieed, overshadowed 
by the power of emperors, princes, barons and the 

I Justa, Hiat. de I" Belgique, i. 226 j De Tocqueville, L'Ancien Regime, 
833 j Robertson, C1iarle.t v., sect. i. . 
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Church: but they enjoyed valuable local franchises: CHAP. 

they were a great power for the protection of commerce, ~ 
and they had a voice in the government of the State. 

With the growth of m~cipal liberties, European Growth of 

hi ad 11 d 
. . I European 

monarc es gr ua y assume a more constitutlOna ,,?nstitu-

character. Kings, nobles, and people exercised social tions. 

and political power in different degrees: but no single 
estate could establish its absolute supremacy. The vast 
territorial possessions of kings and nobles could alone 
have enabled them to resist the domination of city demo
cracies, even if the latter could have united their forces; 
and they were powerfully supported by the spiritual in
fluence of the Church. The intellectual resources of 
churchmen were allied to the temporal forces of kings 
and barons, in repressing popular aspirations. And as 
yet the intelligence of the people had not been awakened 
by those great religious and intellectual movement.'l, 
which were about to arouse society from its lethargy 
of many ages. But popular rights and franchises were 
acknowledged as part of the institutions of every Euro-
pean State. 

The various social and political changes which we Revi!a1 or
have recounted could not have arisen without a con- learmng. 

siderable advancement of society, llt knowledge and en
lightenment. '-rhis progress commenced from the eighth 
century, when Europe was recovering from barbaric 
invasions: but it was slow and, for some ages, scarcely 
perceptible. It was due partly to the natural revival 
of a disorganised society, and partly to external influ-
ences affecting the iAtellectual development of Europe. 

The ignorance which prevailed in the eighth century Sc~ools .aud 

may be estimated by the fact that Charlemagne fOlmd =~elSl
no provision for· learning, throughout his wide 
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CHAP. dominions. To supply this need, he ordained that 
_V..,..I_. ... bishops and monasteries should maintain schools, in 

connection with their churches and establishments. He 
invited learned foreigners,l to assist in the revival of 
letters; and by their aid he established schools in 
several of the cities of his empire. The same en
lightened policy was continued by his successors: 
schools increased in number and importance: learned 
men were attracted to the service of public instruction; 
and early in the twelfth century some of the principal 
schools 'attained the distinction of universities. Theo
logy and the civil law were their chief studies, classical 
literature being generally discouraged as' pagan, and 
science being narrowed to the dogmatic conceptions of 
the Church. But they taugh~ the current learning and 
philosophy of the age: they trained multitude~ of 
young men to a standard of knowledge, which 'would' 
have been otherwise beyond their reacp.; and they as
sembled numbers of learned men, who formed centres 
of enlightenment and cultivation. Here was the first 
step towards ·the revival of learning. 

:!:i':- Among the causes of intellectual advancement, the 
influence of monasteries must not be overlooked. 
However gross the lbuses of these institutions, especi
ally in later times, their literary services are entitled 
to acknowledgment. Designed for religious purposes; 
the cultivation of secular learning formed no part of 
the scheme of their foundation. But men who chose 
the monastic life, and were willing to seclude them
selves from the world and society, bad more inclination 

1 It is greatly to the credit of the North that the three most l~eJ 
men were Alcuin from England, Clement from Ireland, and Theodulf 
from Germany. . 
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and more. opportunities for study than their busier CHAP 

brethren. And· while the ignorance of the secular ~ 
clergy was notorious, many members of the religious 
orders were distinguished for their learning. The 
monasteries, being sacred from the lawless violence of 
the times, afforded protection to the manuscripts whicb 
had been preserved from former ages, and to the 
writings of the learned monks themselves. Accord-
ingly most of the works of antiquity, which have 
reached us, were thus preserved. But so little did the 
monks value these treasures, that to their shame it must 
be said, they did not scruple to erase the priCeless com
positions of Homer, Livy, Polybius, Cicero, or Plautus, 
in order to transcribe the acts of Church councils, 
local chronicles, theological1J:eatises, and litanies. The 
palimpseets, which ·have been deciphered by modern 
sf!nolars, bear witness to the scandalous indifference of 
the monks to classical learning. Nay, they even sold 
fragments of the defaced parchments, to ignorant 
devotees, as charms. It was natural that their own 
writings should be mainly devoted to theology: but 
we learn a considerable part of the history of their 
times, from their curious chronicles. We may lament 
that they did no more for the instrdction of mankind: 
but the spirit of their age was adverse to secular learn-
ing, or original thought. . 

The civilisation of the ancient world had been lost Ancient 

to the Western Empire: but there remained the civili- civilisation. 

sation of the Byzantine Empire, of Asia, of Egypt, and 
of Arabia. 

Constantinople had inherited the Imperial glories ~y~,,:ntine 
clvihsa-

of Rome. As the capital of the Eastern Empire, she tion. 

had been spared the ruin which had befallen the 
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metropolis of the West. Her splendours had escaped 
the ravages of barbarian hordes ; and though some of 
her provinces were laid waste by the Vandals and 
Persians, she long secured her imperial dominion. 
Her ancient civilisation was thus maintained, while the 
whole fabric of European society lay in ruins. It stood 
as a light to lighten the darkness of Europe. But it. 
was assuming new forms and colouring. Originally 
more Greek than Roman, in its type, it grad,ually ac
qmred an Oriental character. Eastern and pagan cus
toms ffourished together with Christian usages. The 
emperor, :rirrounded by the pomp and magnificence 0-' 

an Eastern potentate, and wearing a Persian tiara, pre 
sided over the savage and brutal sports of the amphi 
theatre, and was approached ",ith Oriental prostrations 
Yet, with such surroundings, was he a Christian, dispu
ting with doctors of the Church, and scourging heretics 
This was not a form of civilisation which promisee 
much intellectual aid to Europe. But Byzantine society, 
however demoralised by Eastern and pagan associa
tions, was rich, luxurious, and cultivated. Its taste~ 

gave encouragement to art and literature. Byzantine 
architecture, blending Greek with Eastern forms, cap
tivated the mixed races of the ~t and South. The 
Christian Church of St. Sophia -.as fitted to become, 
in later times, the renowned mosque of the Moslems; 
while it afforded examples of church architecture to 
Sicily and Italy. The luxuriant fancy of the East 
abOlmded in artistic works, in gold, silver, gems, 
mosaic, ivory, marble, and textile fabrics, which, finding 
their way into Italy and the South of Europe, contri
buted to the revival of medireval art. 

The literary resources of Constantinople ought to 
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have made hel'the intellectual mistress of the world: 
but they were wasted and misapplied. She had in
herited the priceless treasures of Greek and Roman 
genius: but they lay buried, like the l"elics of Hercu
laneum and Pompeii. They were preserved, 'and tran
scribed, for the use of later ages, but they inspired no in-

I tellectual 'revival. Pagan philosophy was proscribed 
by Christian theologians; and classical le'arning was 
overshadowed by the dogmatic teaching of the fathers. 
The ori,ginal literature of the, Byzantine Empire was 
worthless: but the Pandects of Justinian founded a • code of laws for Europe; and the Greek and Roman 
manuscripts, which had been neglected in the East, were 
destined to' awaken, the sll:lmbering intellect of Italy 
and the West. 

z57 
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ThQ civilisati<?n of the conquering Arabs, or Sara- S,&r,.~D 
• • ClVlhsa-

cens, who, ill the seventh, century, overran Syna, tiOll, 

Jerusalem, and Africa, and continued theiI: conquests 
until they became masters of th~ Byzantine Empire, 
was yet more Eastern. It embraced the traditional 
knowleage of Asia and of Egypt. Its intellectual activity 
forms one of the most singular phases in th~ history 
of humlln progress. The cultivation of the Saracens 
was no less remarkable than their military prowess and 
religious conquests. • The khalifs of Bagdad founded 
schools of mathema~s,. arithmetic; astronomy, medi
cin~ surgery, and general learning: they assembled 
philosophers and learneu men from aU· regions-' 
GreekS, Egyptians, Persians, and J ews-: they esta
blished libraries: they endeavoured to collect the scat
tered relics of ancient philo~ophy and learning: they 
pursued their researches through every school of 
science; and they seemed to emulate the traditional 

VOL. I. S 
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renown of the Alexandrian Museum, and the Egyptian 
Ptolemies. 

Its intro- • The conquests of the Saracens brought their strange 
duction iuto • • 
Europe. culture mto the very heart of Europe. In the eIghth 

century they invaded Spain, and founded an Eastern' 
ci~ation in a Western State. Here the Moorish 
khalifs of Cordova became the rivals of' the Arab kha
lifs of Bagdad. At a time when profane learning was 
ignored elsewhere, they were patrons of science, learn
ing, and the arts: they founded schools and universi
ties: they' encouraged every branch of scientific re
search: and their court was' the centre of an intellec
tual society. Their splendid palaces still remain as 
monuments of their magnificence and taste. Their 
civilisation was several centuries in advance of that of 
Europe. Had their culture been that of Christian 
princes and churchmen, it would have quickened the· 
intellectual growth of every European people, and 
precipitated the tardy revival of later times. But the 
learned and accomplished Moors wrote in a foreign 
tongue, and professed a religion which was repugnant 
to every Christian. Hence, their influence was com
paratively limited: it failed to penetrate Europe like 
the Italian revival of the fifteenth century: but it as
suredly contributed to the general stock of European 
knowledge. Some of the science of the Moors was 
wholly lost, but what was spared, stimulated the scien
tific researches of Christian students; and their arts, 
and their lighter literature, spread into the south of 
France, Sicily and Italy, and thence to other cOlmtries.1 

1 Gibbon, Rome, vi. 818 et 8eq.; Sismondi, HiBt. de la chute de 
rEmpi"e Rom. ch. xiii. 14; Milman, Latin Christianity, b. iv. ch. i. ii.; 
Hallam, Middle Ages, ch. vi.; Sprenger, Life of Mohammed; Muir, Lif~ 
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In the ninth century, the Saracens conquered Sicily, CHAP. 

and established'themselves in Naples, and in Pied-~ 
mont: 1 and everywhere they left traces of their archi.-
tecture and their arts. Saracenic forms followed the 
Byzantine, and helped to mould the church architec~ 
ture of medireval Europe. 

With' the' Saracens, the Jews are naturally asso- Inlluenceof 
. d Th h h tbeJewsin Clate . ey ad been among t e early teachers of promoting 

the Arabs; 2 and they 'shar'ed the learned labours, and :~~c!filisa
the unhappy fate of the Spanish Moors. Exiles. from Europe. 

their own land, and despised, outraged, and persecuted 
in every other, this gift~d race were among the fore-
most agents of Europ~an civilisation. They cultivated 
science: they spread a knowledge ·of SaraGen and 
Eastern learning wherever they sojourned: they prac-
tised medicine; and, above all, they promoted com-
merce, and instructed princes and merchants, in the 
conduct of financial operations. Passing from one 
coun,try to another, and .maintaining a wide intercourse 
with their brethren in many lands, they aided the great 
international enterprises, which at once enriched an~ 
.enlightened the citizens of medireval States.s 

From the concurrent operation of these various The school

causes, the intellectual enlightenment of Europe slowly men. 

advanced; and in the twelfth century showed signs 
,of a still wider development. The universities had 

of Mnhomet; Deutsch, the Talmud; Bosworth Smith, LootUI'es, 156 et 8eq. ; 
Freeman, Hist. and Ctmquests oftke Saracens. Dr. Draper gives very in
teresting and popular views. of Arab learning, literature, and arts, in the 
East and in the West; Intellectual Df!1Jelopment of Europe, i. 325 et seq. ; 
ibid. ii. 27 et seq. ; CO'fIjlict between Religion and Science, by the same imthor. 

I Sismondi, Hut. des Rip. It. i. 35. 
, Sprenger, Life of Mohammed, i. 17-84; Milman, Latin Christianity, 

b. iv. ch. i. 
• Lecky, Rationaliml in Europe, ii,. 302-311. 

s 2 
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CHAP. now risen to eminence, and were active in the cul-
VI. th 

--....---- tivation of e prevailing studies of the' time. These 
were divinity, the civil law, logic, and metaphysics. 
The two latter, tinder. the general term of scholastic 
philosophy, engrossed the minds of the learned for 
more than two centuries. The logic of Aristotle, and 
the metaphysics of Augustine, served as the basis of the 
philosophy of the schoolmen. Its pursuit quickened 
the intellect, and practised the dialectic skill of its 
professors. Like the Greek sophists, they cultivated a 
rare subtlety and acuteness in reaso~g: but they 
added nothing to the' treasury 'of human knowledge. 
Their studies, however, accelerated tpe intellectual 
development of' their age. They aroused the inert in
telligence of their contemporaries: they popularised 
the discussion of abstruse moral problems; and, above 
all, they raised doubts cqncerning the received tenets 
of the Church. In the ardour of their dialectic con
troversies, they learned to exercise a right of private 
judgment, which neither churchmen nor laymen had 
hitherto ventured to assert; .and they raised religious 
doubts which tended to promote schisms in the 
Church of Rome. l The Church, alive to these dangers, 
sternly repressed the new spirit of free inquiry. In 
earlier times, liberty of thought had been repressed 
by the ignorance of the people, the· exclusive spirit 
of theology, 'and eccl~siastical censures: now it was 
to be crushed with all the powers and terrors of the 
Church.! 

At this period, another significant evidence of in-

1 Sharon Turner, Hilt. of England, i. 24, &c.; Buhle, HiBt. de "' 
Philol&phie Moder?le; Hallam, Middle Age8, ch. ix. part ii. 

I See infra, p. 265. 
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tellectual growth was beginning to disclose itself, in the CHAP. 

improvement, and more general use, of distinctive ~ 
national lan,guages. The Latin tongue, corrupted by Growth of 

the monks, and adapted to ecclesiastical uses, was ill ~~Ja~":.. 
suited to the purposes of social life, or original liter-
ature; and as cultivation advanced, modern languages 
formed themselves out of the Latin and other roots .. 

The growth of European languages, and the disuse 
of the Latin tongue, impaired the influence of t4e 
Church, and favoured freedom of thought and political 
liberty. Released from the trammel'! of the ancient and 
sacred tongue, men revelled in their national and fami
liar speech: the free intercourse of society was pro
moted-: thoughts were interchanged, without the stamp 
of authority; and new varieties of nationhl literature 
gave expression to the sentiments and, aspirations of 
kindred peoples. Diversity of language was 'a neces
sary prelude to civil and religious liberty in Europe. 

The Byzantine Greekghad already revived the CIIl8S!cal 

learning of ancient Greece and Rome, and after the fall learomg. 

of Constantinople,' they spread it more widely through-
out Europe. The cop.troversies of the schoolmen mad~ 
known the philosophy of the ancients; and a study o£ 
classical models, advancing with the new literature, 
stimulated the genius, and cultivated the taste of its 
votaries. The Western revival of learning made fruit-
ful the seeds of 'ancient culture, which had been lying 
buried and barren for centuries. Dante, Petrarch, and 
Boccaccio, were inspired with its genius, and revived its 
spirit. The civilisation of antiquity was at length re
covered, and became a new revelation to the middle 
ages. At the same time, the free spirit of the ancients, 
their history, and their philosophy, encouraged political 
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aspirations, which the medireval polity of Europe, in 
Church and State, had hitherto repressed. In religion, 
in politics, and in philosophical speculations, the minds 
of men were awakened to freedom. 

These various influences wrought a memorable 
change in the intellectual and social condition of 
Europe. In the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, the 
intellectual revival, which had given signs of life two 
centuries before, and which neither the Church nor feu
dalism had been able to repress, at length revealed itself 
in every department of human thought and inquiry. In 
science. and philosophy, in learning, in poetry, in the 
unfolding of the Scriptures, in their or\:,oinal tongues, 
in the cultivation of the immortal classics, in the' study 
of the Roman law, in painting, sculpture, and architec
ture, in useful. discoveries and inventions, the . enfran
chised intellect of man made greater advances than, in 
the preceding thousand years of ignorance and fanati
CISm. Italy was the leader of this marvellous move
ment. She inherited the genius and traditions of a 
remote Roman ancestry: she was the first to recover 
long lost liberties: her society, concentrated in large 
towns, was more advanced than in other States: her 
language more beautiful and finished: her intercourse 
• with foreign lands more extended. Her fair land was 
the home of the ambitious, stirring Papacy which was 
striving to rule the whole world. Foremost in social 
and political progress, she was first in intellectual de
velopment. But she was quickly followed by France, 
Spain, England, Flanders, and Germany. 

'The spirit of this revival, whether in philosophy, in 
learning, or in art, was emancipation from the narrow 
traditions of the dark ages. Inspiration was sought in the . 
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great models of antiquity, not in the cramped examples 
of medireval thought.~ This worship of classical genius, 
indeed, was carried to excess; and a!!l the Church had 
adopted Borne of the superstitions of Paganism, so the 
revival was tainted by its sensuality and grossn~ss. But 
itt! beauty. iUl grace, its freedom, its truthfulness, and 
natural force were the noble foundations. of modern 
culture. 
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The revival ministered to religion, no less than Its services 

to the intellect and the senses. Men were at length to religion. 

admitted to a knowledge of Holy Writ, without the 
glosses and errors of priests and schoolmen. Churches 
of surpassing beauty had been raised to the service of 
God, since the earlier revival of the twelfth century; and 
were now adorned with pictures, statuary, and stained 
glass, in which forms of divine loveliness exalted the 
minds of worshippers above the superstitious traditions 
of the dark ages. The human form was idealised, and 
transfigured into the divine. The ghastly martyrdoms, 
and revolting torments of hell, which had disfigured the 

• early churches, gave place to sublime conceptions of 
the transfiguration of Christ, and the assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin. -

The church music of a cultivated art now became Church 
music. 

I It is finely ssid by Mr. Symonds: 'During the middle ages man' 
had lived enveloped in a cowl. He had not seen the beauty of the 
world, or had_ seen it only to cross himself, and turn aside and tell his 
beads and pray. Like St. Bernard travelling along the shores of the 
Lake Leman, and noticing neither. the azure of the waters, nor the 
luxuriance of the vines, nor the radiance of the m:>untains with their 
robe of Bun and snow, but bending a thought-burdened forehead over 
the neck of his mule; even like this monk, humanity had passed, a 
careful pilgrim, intent on the terrors of sin, death, and judgment, along 
the highways of the world, and had not known that they were sight-. 
worthy, or that life is a blessing.'-.Rena!88C11W8 of Italy, 14. 
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more emotional; the dirge-like monotones of the sixth 
century 1 were succeeded by sacred strains which moved 
the feelings, and ~tirred the religious sentiments of the 
faithful. A higher art no longer expressed the gloomy 
abasement of despamng sinners, but breathed the 
pious hopes and joyful aspirations of believers. The 
music of the revival was in harmony with its new in
tellectual . forces. Inspired by the genius' of a regene
rated and hopeful age, it was vigorous, sympathetic, 
and sublime.2 

But it was in original, thought and free inquiry, 
that the revival rendered the higheflt services to man~ 
kind. In religion, it preparoo the way for the Pro
testant Reformation: in science, it led to the discoveries 
of Copernicus, Galileo, and Christopher Columbus: in 
philosophy, it inspired the fruitful speculations of 'all 
the great thinkers of modern Europe; and in the polity 
of European. States, it formed the elements of future 
freedom. Men recovered a. sense of their own inde
pendence and dignity, and were prepared to' assert 
their rights: This sentiment of liberty spread from the . 
South to the North. Comme~cing in Italy and Spain, 
it extended to Switzerland and Germany, France and 
England.s 

This period of revival also witnessed scientific dis
coveries and invention~ which were destined to mul-, 
tiply. the . material and moral forces of the people. 
Gunpowder changed the art of war, and closed the 
career of the mailed horsemen of the feudal lords. 

1 These chants are s1ill occasionally to be heard at St. Peter's in 
Rome, and other Oatholic churches.' , 

I Ooussemaker, Hist. de l'harmonie au Moyen-A.ge; &riptoru Eccl&
IlilUltici de Mmicd Medii k:vi.; L'A.rt HarmonifJIU. 

8 Sismondi, Hist. du Rep. Ital. i. 401-2. 
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The mariner's compass gave a prodigious encouragement CHAP. 

to navigation and commerce. The geographical dis-~ 
coveries of Vasco de Gania and Christopher Columbus 
opened new worlds to European exploration and ad- H38 A.D. 

venture. Printing afforded the means of future in
struction . to the people. 1 Churchmen and the upper 
classes no longer enjoyed the monopoly of learning, 
and an extraordinary impulse was given to freedom of 
thought, in politics and religion. 

At this period, also, kings were gradually supplant- Church-
• • " men sup-
mg theIr nobles, m the serVice of the State, by the en- planting 

nobles. 
couragement of learned ecclesiasticij and lawyers-
often men of low birth and humble connections. This 
'policy at op.ee depressed the nobles, and introduced 
the principle of 'governing through men of the people. 
Such men, indeed, served their royal, masters with more 
fidelity .,than the intractable nobles whom they had 
succeeded. They were as zelllous in supporting the 
Crown against the people,' as any low-born vizier of an 
Eastern potentate. But they brought greater en
lightenment into the administration of the State: more 
moderation into ,its councils: more humanity and 
gentleness into its treatment.of the people. Nor, at a 
time when society was rapidly advancing, could the 
raising of men of low estate fail to encourage the aspi
rations of their order. S 

This remarkable intellectual movement brought the Conllict of 

Ch h . fi ill h . h fr' . the Church nrc mto ereer con ct t an ever, Wit ee mqUlry with free-

and scientific research. Instead of taking the lead in th~'l!'t. 

I Paper was first made from cotton about 1000 B.C., and from rags in 
1819. 

, Foremost in this policy were Henry VII. of England, Louis XI. of 
France, and Feluinand of Castile and Aragon. 



266 

CHAP. 
VI. 

Heresies 
and 
schisms. 

1209 A.D. 

Fifteenth 
century. 

THE DARK AGES AND THE REVIVAL. 

this hopeful revival, and promoting studies which pro
mised to exalt the destinies of mankind, she endea
voured to repress all fr~edom of thought, in the 
narrowest spirit of theology; anl;l,· henceforward, the 
progressive intelligence of society became antagonistic 
to' her rule.1 That position she has since persistently 
maintained; and the critical problem is yet to be solved 
whether her spiritual power will fail before the ad
vancing forces of science and truth.2 

But more serious movements, affecting the Church, 
arose out of the intellectual activity of these times. 
Frum early ages, various heresies had been discovered, 
and forcibly repressed. But when society was 
awakened and instructed, and when the. mysteries of 
l"eligion, of the human mind and of creation, were 
discussed with greater freedom, more formidable heresies 
threatened the unity of the orthodox Church. Early 
in the thirteenth century the Albigenses of Languedoc 
had associated in such numbers that all the powers. of 
Church and State were united against them, and they 
were put down by a ruthless massacre. The Waldenses 
or Vaudois, of Piedmont, who claimed a more ancient 
creed, survived, through many centuries, the most cruel 
persecutions. . The Lollards of England, and the Huss
ites of Bohemia, proved the growing alienation of 
large bodies of religious men. from the doctrines and 
rule of the Church of Rome. They accepted the Scrip
tures as their guide: they inveighed against human 
authority in matters of faith; and they denounced the 

1 Oomte, Phil. POI. v. 482. 
g Oomte is of opinion that the Ohurch of Rome will fall, like poly

theism, from the barrennellS of ita intellectual condition, and its oppo
sition to the habits of modern philosophy and science j ibid. vi. 422-3. 
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sale of indulgences, and other abuses bf the Papacy. CHAP. • 

Persecution provoked revolt; and oppressed schis-~ 
matics became rebellious subjects. It was thus that Civil and 

I ~ 'viI d lig' lib firs d religious strugg es lor Cl an re Q'lOUS erty t arose; an liberty. 

henceforth, the principal contests which were waged 
against authority, in various parts of Europe, were 
caused by resistance to arbitrary measures, in restraint 
of religion. Hence, freedom of religious thought 
proved to be the foremost promoter of European 
liberties. 

The Church struck at these heresies with merciless The Inqui-". ~= seventy. Pope Innocent ill. founded that dread 
... tribunal, the Holy Inquisition.1 This institution estab

lished the most fearful tyranny ever attempted over the 
thoughts and liberties of mankind. Its jurisdiction 
was not confined to the trial of overt acts against the 
Church, but embraced heresy, apostacy, sorcery, and 
the profession of the Jewish or Mohammedan faith. 
Its double object was to repress freedom of thought, 
and to enrich the Church. Its cruelty, and its corrup
tion, were alike notorious. Any opinion, however ex
pressed, whether relating to religion or not, which was 
held to be at variance with the received doctrines of 
the Church, was punishable as heresy. Philosophy and 
science were branded as heretical: experiments in 
chemistry, and the natural sciences, were condemned 
as magic. Jews and Saracens, who owed no anegiance 
to the Church, were yet subject to her cruelties. " 

The world had witnessed tyranny, in many forms : 
but never until now had it suffered under a tyranny over 

I It was introduced into France in 1208, into Italy in 1224, by 
Gre):'ory IX., &J1d Boon afterwards into Spain, where the tribunal received 
& more definite form. 
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conscience and innocent thought. Never had the cultiva
tion of the human faculties, and the extension of know
ledge, been punished as crimes. Nor was the Church 
contented with the intolerant zeal of a spiritual court. It 
was necessary to secure the aid of the temporal power; 
and all civil rulers were enjoined to swear that they 
would exterminate their wretched subjects, who had 
been pronounced guilty of heresy by the Church.1 

This cruel and barbarous crusade against freedom of 
thought was pursued for four centuries. But neither 
philosophy nor schisms could be repressed. The'breach 
between the Church and large bodies of Christians 
was being continually widened. For many generations 
the weight of the spiritual and secular powers was too 
strong for effective resistance. But when Europe had 
been enlightened and aroused to inquiry, the notorious 
abuses of the Church could not fail to provoke abhor
rence. .A repugnance to its superstitions was natural 
·to thDughtful and earnest men: while the scandalous 
liv~s of many of the Popes, the pride, avarice, and im
morality of prelates, the cruelties of the rnquisition, 
the ignorance and vices.of the illferior clergy, and the 
increasing extortions of the Holy See, alienated large 
numbers of the laity from the Papal rule. 

While the Church was engaged in these contests 
with the progressive opinions of society, her pretensions 
to universal rule threatened the national independence 
of Europe. She claimed the absolute submission of 
temporal rulers to the Pope; and her scheme of govern
ment was a theocracy. The laity were subject to the 
priesthood; and the priesthood to the Pope. No scheme 
could be more opposed to European liberties: but 

I Fourth Council of the Lateran, 1215. 
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kings, supported by their barons, resisted these ecclesias- CHAP. 

tical pretensions; and at the beginning of the sixteenth ... ~ 
century, the Catholic sovereigns of Franc~, Spain and 
Austria, had shaken off the dominion of the Papacy. 

At this critical period in the fortunes of the Church, The Pro-
testant 

Luther blew the trumpet-blast of the Protestant Refor- Reforma-

mation; and the response which it ealled forth in tion. 

Germany, in England and other States, seemed to 
threaten the very existen<::e of the Catholic Church. 
She was, indeed, shaken, to the very centre: she was 
stripped.of wide domains which had· been under her 
spiritual rule; and she never recovered her proud pre
eminence, as the universal Church of Western Christen-
dom. But the Catholic faith, after all the vicissitudes 
of the Reformation, and the religious wars which fol-
lowed it, still prevailed over the greater part of Europe. 

However incomplete this religi' ous revolution, the Effects of 
the Re-

causes which brought .it about, and the principles formation 
upon free-

of the Protestant creed, were eminently favoura\J~e to dom. 

political freedom. rrh:e Church of Rome had strive:!! to 
crush civil and religious'liberty; and it was only by 
striking down her pernicious power, that there could be 
any hope of freedom in. Europe. Accordingly, wher
ever the yoke of Rome was cast off, there followed 
greater activity of mind, more enterprise in commerce, 
more social advancElment, and more ~xtended liberties .. 
The new faith, indeed, was not allowed a free course: 
it was repressed by th~ sword, the stake, and the dun': 
geon: otherwise, who can venture to say .to what 
regions it might have spread its truth, and its freedom? 
Yet, after all its stnlggles and trials, its triumphs and 
defeats, one, striking result was disclosed. It had pros
pered and prevailed among the Teutonic races: it had 
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CHAP. failed among the nations of Latin origin. It was widely 
VI. 

---.--- accepted in Germany, England, and Holland: it was 
rejected in Spain, France, and Italy. The former ad
vanced in activity and freedom: the latter continued 
to cling to the traditions of the middle ages, and 
halted in the race of social and political progress. 

Political The Reformation, in encouraging freedoin of thought, 
views of ~ 

reformers. and resistance to the spiritual domination of Rome, by 
which Europe was oppressed, necessarily advanced the 
principles of political liberty. And where rulers inter
fered to repress it, their subj ects, fired by religious 
zeal, were provoked to rebellion. But the tenets of 
the early Protestants were very far from democratic. 
The Anabaptists, indeed, made common cause with the 
peasantry, in resisting the feudal rights of the land
owners: they condemned the authority of princes; and 
they even preached. the community. of goods. Other 
enthusiasts appeale~ to Scripture for proofs that all 
men tare equal, and that the subversion of the higher 

Lutheran. powers was demanded by the word of God. But it 
ism. was Luther's policy to strengthen the Reformation by 

the aid of princes: not to defy or alienate them, but to 
associate them with the great w<?rk which he had under

~rogative taken. The Pope was deposed from his supremacy: 
b,.~'L':;.~- but the temporal prince was installed in his place. The 
aDlBm. power of the crqwn was increased, by the union of 

spiritual with temporal prerogatives. The spiritual 
power had formerly been an independent sovereignty, 
which the Pope had often exercised against kings them
selves: now kings wielded a tw~dged sword, and 
were supreme in Church and State alike. . Episcopacy 
was .maintained in the Lutheran Churches; and a 
powerful body of spiritual nobles, the nominees and 
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dependents of the crown, became the zealous function- CHAP. 
VI aries of monarchy. The Pope had been weakened: ----....-..-

but kings were more powerful than ever. 
Calvin's scheme of Church government was moulded Calvinism. 

in a more democratic form. Intolerant and arbitrary 
in his own rule, his polity was that of a State, at once 
theocratic' a~d popular. The little Stat.e of Geneva was 
placed by him tmder a cOlmcil, exercising civil power., 
and a court called the 'Consistorium,' composed of 
ecclesiastics and laymen, with a disciplinary jurisdiction 
over the morals of the people. . The Church was 
governed by a general assembly of ecclesiastics and 
laymen, who decided all questions of faith and doctrine. 
Under Calvin himself, 'this constitution of the Church 
was free from any democratic tendencies: but the ad-
mi8sion of the laity to a share of ecclesiastical power 
was a popular element, which his ,Puritan followers 
were able to develop into a formidable agent of demo-

, .' 
cracy. 

The fierce reaction against Protestantism, whi~h the Cath?lic 

Pope and the Catholic powers organised in the latter (s~~on. 
. • toenth 

half of the sIxteenth century, endangered the new century.) 

faith, and threatened to trample upon E~ITQpean liber-
ties. The progress of the faith was unquestionably 
arrested, and in some States it was hopelessly cmshed : 
but the monstrO'us violence and cmelty of the Catholic 
mIers, and the noble resistance of Protestants, were 
not without influence upon the future destinies of Euro-
pean liberty. The powers of intolerance and despotism 
were' ranged on one side: the 'rights of civil and re-
ligious liberty on the other; and principles were' suc
cessfully maintained in Holland,l in England,2 an~ else-

1 See ch. ix. I See vol. ii. 



272 THE DARK AGES AND THE REVIVAL 

CHAP. where, which have since formed the basis of free 
VI. • 

institutions. 
TheRe- The Reformation may, indeed, be regarded as 
formation 
the com- the commencement of a revolutionary period in the 
mencement • _ 
o! a revolu- hIStOry of Europe, which has not yet been brought to a" " 
tlonary 1 1 11ft . £ hi 
period- C ose. t e two opposmg "orces, w ch naturally 

continued in violent conflict. On one side there were 
arbitrary and bigoted sovereigns: nobles still cherish
ing the traditions of feudalism, and epjoying many of 
its privileges; and churchmen holding fast to' their 
ancient tenets, ex~sperated by dangerous schisms," and 
fiercely intolerant of heresy. On the other, there 
were large societies of men who, having cast off the 
shackles of the middle ages, w·ere estranged from the 
traditional policy of their rulers. They claimed free
dom for their consciences, a:nd respeCt for their rights" 
and interests as sUbjects: but were branded as schis
matics and rebels. The policy of the middle ages was 
in conflict with the religious thought, the intellectual 
enlightenment, the social progress, and the political 
aspirations of the new era; and it was only by many 
revolutions that more advanced principles of freedom, 
in Church and State, could be established, and govern
ments brought into harmony with the "developments of 
modern society. 

Of the revolutions of that period, we shall treat 
hereafter: ,but we must first revert to some earlier illus
trations of democracy, which have been already 
glanced at, in the present chapter." 

1 Partout, depuis Ie but du xvi'siede, on peut dire, sans exa"aeration, 
que sons cette Pl'emiere forme, l'esprit revolutionnaire s'est spontanement 
propa.,"'Ii, a divers degres, dans toutes les classes de Ie. societe europeenne.' 
-Oomte, PhilOll. POll. vol. v. p. 075. 



273 

CHAPTER VII. 

THE ITALIAN REPUBLICS, 

'EARLY RISB.OJ!' IrALIAlf CITIES-GEN~ VIBW OJ!' THEIR GOVERNlIENTS 

• -ITALIAlf CULTUlIE-GRERK AND ITALIAl'I REPUBLICS COlU'ARED

VElfICB-PISA-GENOA-llILA.N -FLORENCE-THE LOllBARD L'EAGUB

FLORENTINE DB.OOMcr-DECLINE OF ITALUN LIBERTIBS--TRE 

TYRAl'ITS-l!'LORENCE UNDER THE IlBDICI-LATER FORTUNES .OF 

ITALY. 

THE Italian cities, as already stated, were .the first to CHAP. 

obtain freedom, and municipal independence, after the V~I. ~ 
long repression of the feudal system. Several causes !trgJ!: 
contributed to the early development of municipal citieL 

liberties in Italy. Foremost among these causes was 
the earlier intellectual revival in Italy. The natural 
genius of her people, quickened by traditions of their 
former supremacy .. by their geographical position near 
the seats of ancient civilisation, by their maritime' 
commerce, by their intercourse with Greeks and 
Saracens, who were the depositories of Eastern culture, 
~d by their association with a powerful and aspiring 
Church, plaGed them in advance of the other nations of 
Europe,l and first qualified them for the enjoyment of 
freedom. 

Italy being thus first in. culture, it was natural that ~!~~nt 
the ancient home of Roman civilisation should be origin. 

1 See mpra, pp. 247, 251. 

VOL. I. T 
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forward in the social and political revival of Europe. 
The germs of association and freedom still existed. 
The old municipal cities, richer and more numerous 
than in other countries, had survived invasions and 
pillage, and formed the centres of national life, in 
which commerce, art, learning, and liberty, after ages of 
depression, slowly recovered. Citjes famous in Roman 
history were spread over all Italy. Ravenna, Capua, 
Bologna, Milan, Verona, with their amphitheatres and 
public works, were monuments of the grandeur of 
antiquity. They retained also many of their ancient 
institutions: their curia, or municipal council, and their 
consuls, annually elected. In the South; Naples, 
Gaeta, and Amalfi-ancient Greek municipalities
continued to govern themselves as republics.1 Rome, 
under the spiritual government of the head of the 
Western Church, maintained its independence; and 
sometimes bore the semblance of a republic.2 In the . 
N orth, Venice, Pisa, and Genoa were republics from 
very early times; and in the twelfth century, all the 
other cities established their freedom.8 

This early development of traditional liberties was 
farther promoted by the social and political condition 
of the cOlmtry. In the ninth and tenth centuries, 
Italy was invaded by the Saracens and the Hunga
rians, of whom the former established themselves 
generally in the South, and the latter in the North. 
To protect themselves from these marauders, the citi
.zens organised a militia, and raised walls round their 

1 Sismondi, Hist. del Rep. ltal. i. 219-243, 292-297. 
a Ibid. Hist. del Rep. ltal. i. 125; Hist. de la Liberte en ltalie, i. 29. 
B Sismondi, Hist. del Rep. ltal. i. 365. 
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cities. Receiving no protection from the executive CHAP. 
VII. . 

power, they formed themselves into little States.1 ~ 

In Italy, feudalism had never taken root so firmly as Tb .. f~udal 

1 h In . . h . f h lordsm e sew ere. anCIent times, t e prop;netors 0 t e Italy. 

soil had generally dwelt in the Italian cities; and this 
custom continued, to a great extent, during the middle 
ages. Constant invasions, and the insecurity of the 
country, forced many of the feudal chiefs to take re
fuge in the fortified towns, a~d to share their fortunes 
with the burghers. This union of two powerful classes, 
generally antagonistic, greatly increased the predomi
nance of the city communities. The citizens, instead 
of defending themselves against their dangerous neigh
bours, enrolled them in their militia, and were em
boldened by the spirit and example of their more war-
like comrades in arms. Civic society was strengthened 
py the alliance; and its moral and political influence, 
no less than its military power, was extended: but not 
witiIout risk to its freedom.2 

But ma.ny of the feudallords,dissatisfied with their 
new position, retired to their castles, and resumed their 
former independence. The castles of the nobles and 
the walled cities were alike strongholds against ma
rauders, and the dwellers in both were trained to 
arms. The rivalry between the nobles and the free 
cities was· favourable to Italian freedom. 'Within the 
city walls there was liberty; and outside, the nobles 
were driven to emancipate their serfs, in order to 
strengthen their own armed forces. And thus the 
freedom enjoyed by the citizens was gradually extended 

1 fismondi, Hm. del Rep. Itol. i. 32, 33. 
t Guizot, Hilt. ds Za avo 250 j and see infra, pp.2~6, 302, &c. 
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CHAP. to the peasantry.l In the twelfth century, all the nobles; 
__ v..,...l1_ . ...; in the plains, had· become citizens of some republic: 

but in the mOtmtains, many still clung to their for
tresses. Some, however, were received with favour 
as leaders of the. republican forces, and made them
selves masters of the city. Thus the Viscontis became 
the chiefs of Milan: the D'Estes, of Ferrara, and the 
Eccelinos of Verona and Vicenza.2 

\"eakness 
of Italian 
sovereigns. 

}"uaion of 
Northern 
races. 

Mter Charlemagne, the weakness of the sovereigns 
who claimed to rule over Italy, also favoured the 
political power of the· cities. The feebleness of the 
monarchy, and the general disorganisation· of society, 
lett the cOtmtry in a state of anarchy, against which 
the association of armed citizens was the sole protec
tion They had no country to claim their loyalty, and 
their patriotism was devoted to their own city, its laws, 
its customs, and its mterests. When cities began to 
tlSurp political powers, in addition to their municipal 
franchises, the kings were unable to resist them. And 
when there were rival pretensions to the crown; prin· 
leg~s were freely c.onceded to the cities, to ensure their 
support to the contending parties.s 

The fusion of the sturdy Northern races with the 
Italians was also favourable to the assertion of political 
rights. The Italians had been corrupted and debased 
by their long subjection· to the Roman empire: their 
ancient spirit of liberty had been crushed by ages of 
oppression and wrong. By nature and by habit, their 
Northern conquerors were endowed with a fierce in~ 
dependence, and courageous self-assertion; arid when 

1 Sismondi, Hi8t. de la Liberti en ltalie, i. 25. 
» Ibid. i. 92, 93. . 
• Ibid. Rep. Ital. i. 31, 100. 
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they were associated with the citizens of the Italian CHAP. 

municipalities, they became a formidable element of ~ 
force in these free communities. 

A not very unequal distribution of lands, and other J?istribu-
. . h' d ftlOnof property, amongst the citizens, In t e earlier perlo 0 lands. 

the fortunes of the Italian republics, also contributed 
to their social and political equality. 

From these various causes the Italian cities grew Spread of 
republics 

and prospered; and in the twelfth century, no less O\'~r Italy. 

than two hundred free municipalities, or republics, 
were spread over the fair land of Italy: reviving recol-
lections of the renowned city communities of ancient 
Greece and Italy; and affording many analogies, in 
their government and destinies, to those earlier ex-
amples of democracy. Unfortunately, history is nearly 
silent upon the most interesting period .of these: re-
publics. While they were free, we find few traces of· 
their inner life: when they began to be enslaved by 
usurpers and tyrants, their annals abound in eventful 
incidents. We learn, however, that all theirinstitu-
tions :were republican, fOlmded upon popular election, 
and public confidence. These institutions' varied in 
different cities: but they were so far alike as to admit 
of a general description, more or less applicable to 
them all. 

All citizens 'capable of bearing arms were S~lm- ~neral 
moned by the sound of the great bell' of the city bel- ~i.~~ of 

fry: they assembled in the public place, where, follow- ~e:er'
ing the traditions of the Roman republic, they elected 
two or more consuls, every year, to administer justice 
within the city, and to lead forth the trained forces to 
battle. This popular assembly, in very;carly times. 
acquired the name of Parliament. The municipal Con-
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stitution of these cities was wholly republican. The 
consuls were assisted by a secret council, generally 
known as the credenza, and by a great council of the 
people, or Senate, consisting of about one hundred 
citizens, both nominated by the Parliament. The smaller 
body administered the :finances~ and superintended 
the public works, which still bear witness to the ·muni
ficence, public spirit, and taste of the Italian citizens of 
the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth centuries. The popular 
council discussed the greater public affairs, and pre
pared laws for the ratification of the Parliament.1 The 
consuls convoked and presided over all the councils of 
the repUblic. For three centuries, several of the prin
cipal Italian cities may be regarded as model republics. 
Their chief magistrates were brave, liberal, and zealous: 
their citizens were public-spirited and patriotic, uniting 
the traditions of Roman civilisation with the humanising 
influences of Christianity. With minds enlarged by 
commerce and the arts, invigorated by warlike enter
prise, and not yet corrupted by luxury, the citizens 
of the early Italian republics may fitly be compared 
with theit r~nowned prototypes of ancient Greece and 
Italy. They transmitted few great names, indeed; 
and history has not rescued their achievements from 
oblivion; but they have left monuments of their great
ness and public spirit, not unworthy of comparison 
with the immortal memorials of antiquity. By asso
ciation, they acquired at once freedom and power. 
Within their own cities, they combined for the common 
good; and beyond their walls they were long able to 
resist the monarchs and feudal lords who coveted their 

1 Sismondi, Hi8t. du Rep. Ital. i. 365-374 (ed. 1826); Hist. de la 
Li1_t~ en Itali~, i. 35. 
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wealth, and were jealous of their greatness. By respect CHAP. 

d . f VII. for the law, an protection 0 property-almost un- -...-...-
known elsewhere--these cities advanced rapidly in popu-
lation and prosperity. In the country, no man was safe 
from robber-nobles: within the city walls, iawand 
order were maintained by' the popular magistrates. 
The lawless violence of the powerful was restrained,~ 

and the lowly were protected. If the strong resisted 
the law, the magistrates were assisted by all the citi-
zens of the republic, in enforcing obedience, and 
punishing the offender. 

With the revived liberties of Italy there grew Thought 
. . 11 1 ~ lik h f h A h' embold-a creatIve mte ectua .10rce, e t at 0 t e t emans, ened hy 

in the freshness of their new development. Men were liberty. 

bold and confident in their own strength: they formed 
lofty ideals of the great and beautiful: they' struck out· 
new paths for genius; and they were encouraged in 
their soaring aspirations by the passionate sympathies 
of their fellow-countrymen. They were free to ven-
ture upon the widest fields of thought and activity, 
untrammelled by the restraints of an artificial society, 
which casts the minds of men in a conventional mould. 
Nature, revived and invigorated, asserted its 'ascendency 
over forms and traditions. At the same time, the cul
tivation of the arts raised the minds of Italian citizens 
above their industrial pursuits, and the cares of material 
life: it refined the manners of the middle classes; and 
it stimulated the invention and taste of a commercial 
and manufacturing people. 

All that is great in the intellect and arts of Italy, Association 
" h hi fr d H of culture 
IS asso~lated with t e story of her ee om. er and free-

intellectual supremacy in Europe began to display itself dom. 

at the same period as her political liberties, and, for a 
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time, survived them: but, at . length, declined under: 
the baneful pressure of despotism. The picture of 
these republics drawn by historians, attests the value of 
liberty to the' moral, intellectual, and material interests 
of mankind. . 'While the rest of Europe w~s. slowly 
emerging from the barbarism into which it had slmk 
,after the fall·of the Western Empire, these little States 
had attained the highest cultivation. Their cities were 
adorned by. works .of architecture, unknown to ,Europe 
since the best days of ancient Rome: noble bridges 
spanned their rivers: public "buildings and private' 

I palaces still remain as monuments of the wealth, skill, 
and 'artistic genius of the age. In more than one of 
these medireval cities, there are as many palaces.as in 
modern London. In what city out of Italy can, such 
"monuments of the civil architecture of the thirteenth 
century be found, as the Palazzo Vecchio and the 
Loggia de' Lanzi P When these noble edifices were 
raised, the feudal lords, north of the .Alps, were still 
building gloomy castles with, loopholes, battlements, 
and drawbridges. The kindred arts 'Of sculpture and 
painting were now revived; and poetry, after a silence 
of twelve centuries, renewed her strains jn the inspired 
stanzas of Dante, Petrarch, and Ariosto. Fhilosophy 
and history .were also awakened from their long 
slumber. A glare of intellectual light burst over Italy, 
while the rest of Europe was ip. darkness~l 

Elsewhere, an unfruitful filcholastic theology was 
pursued, as the only study worthy' of mankind: but in, 
Italy the intellect was directed to studies which pro
moted the great aims of soriety-its defence in war, 
its well-being and e?joyment in peace. The civil and 

1 Sismondi, Hilt. de la LWeI'U en Italie, i. 173 et leq. 
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canon law, p.olitical science and medicine, were culti- CHAP. 

vated with a snccess renowtled throughout Europe. ~. 
Another great service rendered to mankind by this IClass!cal 

earnIng. 
wondrous age. was the reviv& of classical learning. 
To the learned Italians of the fourteenth century we 
owe the recovery and collection of the g11eat writings of 
antiquity, and that taste for Greek and Roman litera
ture which has governed the studies of succeeding gener
. ations. It was a worthy complement to the intellec
tuallabours of that age: but, unhappily, their devotion 
to dllssicallearning beC!ltme excessive, and the fertile and 
original genius of the Italians was diverted to unfruitful 
pedantry. Even their own elegant and musicallangllage 
was neglected for the dead La,tin of their ancestors:l 

. In all the, a~ts condllcing to the 'welfare and enjoy- Useful 

ments of mankind, the Italians were also far in advance of arts. 

other c<?untries, their only rivals being the free cities of 
Flanders and. Germany. So skilful was the agriculture 
of Lo~bardy and Tuscany, that, after a 1apse of five 
centuries, it is affirmed that the lands formerly com
prised in the territories 'of these republics can be d~ 
tinguished from. those which continued under the sway 
of the feudal lords-the former being improved byem
bankments, irrigation, and the application of science and 
capital,. t~e latter displaying the usual results of igno
rance and neglec,t.ll In commerce and manufac.tures. 
their superiority .was no less. r~markable. The mer-. 
chants' of Genoa, Pisa, Florence, and Venice supplied 
Europe with the products of the Mediterranean and of 
the East; the bankers of Lombardy instrr1.cted the 
world in the mysteries of finance, and foreign exchanges; 

I Sismondi, HUt. de la Lihel'te t'n Italie, i. 246, 247. 
I Ibid. i. 17a. . 
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Italian artificers taught the workmen of other countries 
the highest skill in the manufactures of steel, iron, bronze, 
silk, glass, porcelain, and jewelry. Italian shops, with 
their dazzling array of luxuries, ex<;ited the admiration 
and envy of foreigners from less favoured lands. Mer
chants, growing rich, built noble palaces and adorned 
them with the choicest works of contemporary art. 
Never, since the days of .Athens and Rome, had there 
been so rare a combination of political liberty with in
tellectual culture and artistic taste. If it could have 
survived the adverse influences which threatened it, the 
general civilisation of Europe might have been advanced 
by at least a century. 

The liberties of the Italian republics were no less 
favourable to public virtues than to culture. With them, 
as with other free States, association, for the common 
good, encouraged patriotism and self-sacrifice, a noble 
emulation, courage, and constancy. It was by virtues 
and honourable public services, that men appealed 
to the confidence of their fellow-citizens. A small 
State arouses a passionate devotion in its citizens. Within 
a nan-ow area, all are neighbours, friends, rivals: all 
have common interests and 5ympathies: all feel the 
honour and welfare of the State as their own: all 
share its sufferings and reverses: society is a civic 
brotherhood. It is difficult for the subjects of a wide 
empire to realise the emotions which :filled the hearts of 
Greek and Italian citizens. 

But if. citizens were patriotic and devoted, they were 
also factious and turbulent-full of jealousies and hatreds. 
The State resembled a large family no less in its affec
tions and sympathies, than in its dissensions and quarrels. 
'rhere were the strifes of classes, the conflicts of political. 
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factioDs, and the feuds of rival families. The traditions CHAP. 

of proscription in Rome, during the later years of the ~ 
republic and the empire, were not forgotten by the :!~~~~cs. 
descendants of the Romans, who aspired to power in the 
Italian republics. . Happily the death of political oppo-
nents was less sought than their banishment; and in these 
small cities this milder form of proscription served its 
purpose.1 The leaders of the weaker party were driven 
out; and sometimes the party itself en masse: to return .. 
perhaps at no distant day, and expel their conquerors. 

Before we approach the history of some of the most Greek and 
. f h b ... Italian crnment 0 t ese repu lies, It may be well to compare republics. 

their general characteristics with those of the ancient comparen. 

Greek republics, and to mark their resemblances and 
their differences. The multiplication of city communi-
ties over the whole of the Italian peninsula, affords a 
striking. parallel to the spread of their Hellenic proto-
types over Greece. Such communities were, indeed, 
the most simple and natural forms of free government, 
in the early stages of society. But there were great 
diversities in the character of these communities, accord-
ing to the society and institutions of the several States in 
which they were placed;' and the peculiarities of the 
Italian cities may best be illustrated by comparing 
them with the examples of ancient Greece. . . 

,I Machiavelli, however, cynically suggests that when the punishment 
of death was absolutely necessary, a Prince 'should abstain from touching 
the property of the condemned party. For certain it is that men sooner 
forget the death of their relations, than the loss of their patrimony.'
n Pri'TWip', ch. xvii. The same advice is humorously given in Philip 
van Artevelde: 

GILBEBr.- • • • • 'Lives, lives, my lord, take freely j 
But spare the lands, and burgages, and moneys. 
The father dead shall sleep, and be forgotten j 
The patrimony gone-that makes a wound, 
That's slow to heal: heirs are above-ground e..,er.' 
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In many aspects, the resemblance between the Greek 
and' Italian republics was remarkable. In Italy, as in 
Greece, every city was the . centre of an active social 
and political life. Their citizens were zealous in the 
service of the commonwealth: sharing in its internal 
govemment: forward in its defence against its enemies: 
instinct with a passionate patriotism. In Italy, as in 

• Greece, these city communities were far in advanC'-e of 
~ontemporary States, ,in culture and accomplishments. 
There were contests between .nobles and the people: in 
some an oligarchy prevailed: in others d~mocracy long 
continued in the ascendant. rhese confficting principles 
were espoused by rival republics, and became their 
rallying cries in alliances a.nd wars. Greek and Italian 
citi6s alike guarded the rights of citizenship with. 
jealousy,-even the mOjit democratic States, like Athens 
and Florence, insisting upon limit.ations of the franchise.1 

Both had their allied and subject cities. Both were 
ever at war with their neighbours. In both, citizen 
soldiers gradually gave place to mercenary troops., 
Both alike fell under the rule of conquerors. And, 
lastly, by a rare coincjdenGe, the glorious history of 
both was comprised in ab.out the like. period of three 
hundred Yfars. . 

Alike in Greece and in. Italy, the republics, instead of 
establishing wide confederations for mutual defence and 
protection, wasted their strength and resources in dis-

t 'The Italian republics, like the Greek II'~.~~, r consisted of a small 
body of burghers, who alone had the privilege of government, together 
with a large popvla1;jon, who, though ~hey paid taxes and shared the 
commercial and BflciJIJ advantages of the city, had no voice in its adminis
tration. Oitizenship w.as hereditary in those families by whom it had once 
been acquired, and was guarded jealously apinet unquallfi,ed person8.'
Symonds, Age of tile Dnpotl, 128. 
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astrous conflicts. Hence Greece, weakened and divided, CRAP. 

fell an easy prey to Macedon and Rome. The Italian re- ~
publics fellsti11 more easily before the arms of emperors 
and kings. United they might have struggled more 
successfully for their independence: but divided, their 
cities were easily recovered by sovereigns, from whose 
predecessors municipal franchises had been wrested. 

Bu( the conditions under which the ancient and the Different 
.• conditions 

medireval republics were founded and governed, were of Greek 
'd I .3!tJ" Th . il f G and Italian W1 e y ULUerent. e entIre so 0 reece was occu- republics. 

pied by its little States. They had no kings or princes 
as neighbours: they owed allegiance to no other powers. 
But -the republics of Italy were founded within the 
domains of existing monarchies: they were I!IllITounded 
by the territories of larger States, and of powerful 

, feudal chiefs.-dukes, marquesses, and counts. Hence 
they never enjoyed complete political independence. 
They were free municipalities, rather than sovereign 
States. Higher powers, from whom they had received 
their franchises, still claimed sovereignty over . them. 
Powerful neighbours threatened and controlled them. 
The Greek cities waged war upon one another, and 
were endangered by foreign enemies. The Italian cities 
indulged in the like warlike rivalry: they were no less 
exposed to foreign enemies; and they were further 
subject to the violence of monarchs and feudal princes, 
on their own native soil. 

There were also essential diversities in the character G
1 

ree\,k and 
talan 

of Greek and Italian society, which afl'ected the destinies society. 

of their respective States. Greek citizens were landed 
proprietors, independent of trades and handicrafts. 
Italian citizens were merchants, traders, and artificers. 
In Greece they had ever been free: they were trained 
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in the traditions of freedom; and they were usually 
the owners of slaves. In Italy, they were the children 
of vassals and serfs, and were repressed by traditions 
of many ages of servitude. In Greece they had abun
dant leisure for culture, and public affairs: in Italy, 
they were busy in the counting-house and the shop. 
In Greece, men became . citizens by right of birth and 
property: in Italy, by enrolment in the. trade-guilds of 
their city. In Greece, they strove to excel in athletic 
sports, in disputation, aJ?d oratory, every citizen being 
prepared to become a soldier and a statesman t in Italy, 
they were contented to grow rich, and to revel indolently 
in the genius of their poets and artists. In Greece, they 
were regularly trained to military service: in Italy, their 
levies were designed for d-efence rather than for active 
war. The Greeks had all the vigour and confidence C?t 
a youthful and progressive society: the Italians were 
slowly recovering from the ignorance and inertness ot 
the dark ages. Above' all, the genius of Greece sur
passed that of Italy, and its original fire ,outshone the 
rekindled embers of the revival. In short, society was 
stronger and more advanced in Greece than in Italy; 
and better qualified to assert its claims to political 
power. 

The relations of the nobles with the people differed 
no less than other conditions of Greek _ and Italian 
society. In the one, they were only the largest land
owners: superior, indeed, to the general body of citizens, 
and exercising a greater influence, but yet members of 
the same privileged class. They sought ascendency by 
deeds of valour in the field, by eloquence in the agora, 
and by a generous use of their riches. In the other, 
they were feudal chiefs who had been driven to shru.:e 
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the fortunes of the bumhers: but who despised their CHAP. 
~ Vll. 

new allies, with hereditary pride, as a base-born herd ----.--
of traders and a:r:tisans-fit to be ruled and plundered 
.as of old. They were of a different order from that of 
their fellow-citizens; and were accustomed to assert 
their power by force and ,·iolence. In fighting the 
battles of the republic, such nobles were its worthiest 
champions: but when they aimed at usurpation, their 
fellow-citizens were too often unequal to contend against 
them. In Greece, there had been constant feuds be-
tween nobles and their fellow-citizens: but in Italy, such 
feuds were fraught with graver dangers. With society 
weaker than that of Greece, and with nobles stronger and 

. more violent, the Italian republics laboured under serious 
discouragements in the maintenance of their liberties. 

Again, in Greece the society of each little State had Disorders 

1 b full Id ·· b d· in Italian ong een peace y sett emIts narrow oun arres; citi"'lo 

and its laws and customs were familiar to every citizen. 
In Italy, the disturbed condition of society, after fre.-
quent inva¥ons and civil wars, and the continual con· 
flicts between the feudal lords and the cities, perpetuated 
disorders, which provoked repression by the strong hand 
of power, and led to restraints upon civil liberty. 

The Italian republics, resembling the Greek and Rarity of 

Ro S .' fr ed . 1 .. d eloquence man tates m e om, m earnmg, In arts an ac- in the 

lishm 1 ·· f Italian comp ents, were yet strange y wanting m one 0 republics. 

the first arts of a free State. In Greece and Rome, 
oratory had been the principal source of popular power. 
To persuade senates and sway the multitude, had been 
the gift of the greatest soldiers and statesmen of an
tiquity: but in the Italian republics, we seek in vain 
for a single orator. There were preachers and jurists, 
skilled in dialectics: but even in the fourteenth century, 
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CHAP. when Italian genius .was greatest i~ the kindred.pur. 
,--v"Y"Il_ ..... suits of poetry, history, and philosophy, there were nc 

orators, in public life, to lead Italian citizens in the 
paths of liberty and patriotism. There was a passion. 

Venice: its 
IlRUquity. 

,ate public spirit in the Italian cities: but it found ex· 
pression in the imaginative verses of their poets, not in 
the stiriing appeals of their orators. . Vague sentiinen~ 
and aspirations were encouraged, rather than practical 
aims and purposes. Arnold of Brescia, Rienzi, Jacob de 
Bussolari of Pavia, and Savonarola, were the only men 
whose eloquence stirred th~: people to great political 
achievements. And of these, three were monks, and 
one a political enthusiast. The rulers and statesmen 
'bf Italy rarely attempted to wield the most effective 
instrument of popular government; and this short
coming was one of the causes of failure in the repub
lican insti.t~tions of Italy. No people were more 
gifted with a natural genius for eloquence: but the 
political and social con~ti.on of their country discouraged 
its exercise. The nobles were ever ready to .fly to arms : 
the people were' prompt to repel force with force. If 
leaders of rival parties could have met in the public 
place, prepared to persuade their fellow-citizens by 
appeals to their reason and judgment, peace might have 
been preserved, and liberty protected. But the-law
less habits of feudal society prevailed over the peaceful 
contentions of free political life; and liberty perished 
under the perils of a.narchy. Feudalism had been the 
greatest obstacle to the growth of the republics, and was 
the chief cause of their ultimate ruin. 

Among the most illustrious of these republics was 
that of Venice. It was one of the most ancient: it 
maintained its independence for the longest period·, 
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and it assumed more of die character of an European CHAP. 

state, than any of its rivals. It was older, by seven ~ 
hundred years, than the Lombard republics, and it sur-
vived them for three centuries. It witnessed the fall of 
the Roman empire : it'saw Italy occupied by Odoacer, 
by Charlemagne,and by Napoleon. 

'From very early times, this little maritime State had a It. early 

mUD,icipal constitution. Assemblies of the people in each history. 

of the towns and isles of which it was composed, elected 
their own magistrates, or tribunes, and discussed their 
local a1Thirs. Sometimes the tribunes of the several isles 
met to consider matters affecting the interests of the whole 
republic. Such a constitution was free: but it was 
wanting in unity and force; and in 697 A.D., a Doge was 
first elected as chief magistrate, for life, to whom were 
given most of the attributes of a king.1 He chose his 
own councillors: he appointed all the officers of tl}.e re
public: he treated with foreign States, for peace or war. 
Ample as were these powers, they failed to satisfy the 
ambition of many of the doges, who claimed the. abso-
lute power of tyrants. T~ free citizens revolted against 

'their usurpations, and overthrew them. Some of these 
too ambitious doges forfeited their lives in their struggles 
for power. 2 When order was restored, the organisation 
of the government became compact and powerful- 837-864-

approaching more to the aristocratic than to the popular 
type of repu~lics.· The patrician families contended for 

• DOGB. I I cannot call it commonwealth, 
Nor kingdom, which hath neither prince nor people, 
But all the sins of the old Spartan state, • 
Without ita virtue8,-temperance and valour.' 

Byron's Malino Faliero. 
S Sismondi, Hiat. dell Rep. Ital. i. 298-31 a; Samh, Stana della Rep. di 

r enezia, 1 2. 

VOL. I. U 
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CRAP. power; and their rival pretensions were espoused by 
_v ..... I1_. ..... the people: but from an early period, the rule of the 

st. Mark. 
829 A.D. 

Its ex
tended re 
lations. 

patricians was practically supreme. . 
St. Mark, whose bones were brought from Alexan-

dria, was adopted as the patron saint of the republic: his 
effigy, ~r that ofhis lion, was stamped upon its coins, and 
emblazoned on its standards; and the name of the saint 
became the rallying-cry of the. Venetians, in peace and 
war, and the emblem of their patriotism and ambition.1 

The position of Venice naturally brought her into 
extended relations with other States. By sea. she 
carried on commerce with the Eastern Empire, and with 
the c@asts of Italy and the Mediterranean. By land, 
she had an extensive trade with the north of Italy. She 
was the entrep6t of the products, and of the commerce, 
of the East and of the West. The riches of the world 
were displayed in her shops and warehouses; and she 
founded manufactures of her own. But peaceful in
tercourse was often disturbed by war; and . Venice sent 
forth her armies against rival Italian cities, and her 
fleets from the Adriatic to Syria and Egypt. .she made 
conquests in Istria and Dalmatia,2 and on the' eastern 
shores of the Adriatic. She contended With Genoa and 
Pisa for the empire of the seas. The maritime entet
prise of these. three republics developed the vigour, 
wealth, and intelligence of their citizens, and encouraged 
their love of liberty. But their rivalry, far from' con
ducing to their mutual interests, degenerated into vin
dictive je~usies and disastrous wars. Earlj in the 
twelfth century, however, they united their naval forces, 

1 Sismondi, Hut. des Rip. Ital. i. 317; Daru, Hut. de Venue, livr. i. ii' 
I In 997, the Doge assumed the title of ' Duke of Venice and Dalmatia' 

(Sismondi, Hut. de la Liberti en ltalie, 43). 
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and {ought together in the crusades.1 Each of. these CHAP. 

maritime republics established confederations of free ~ 
cities, subject to the chief State, like the allies of Athens 
and Lacedremon, in ancient Greece. 

Venice continued to aavance, for ages, in prosperity Its aristo-
cracy. 

and power; and was ruled, with vigour and sjngular 
consistency of purpose, by her aristocracy. While in 
other States the· nobles were setting themselves above 
the law, and making themselves odious to the citizens, 
by their arrogance, the nobility of Venice-the m~st 
ancient in Europe, inheriting their honours from the 
Roman Empire-were orderly and loyal subjects· of the 
republic. They had no fortified castles: but dwelt 
in stately palaces, which, rising from the waters, still 

. adorn this most singular and picturesque of cities. 
They maintained no bands of turbulent followers.: they 
did not presume to oppose the execution of the law: 
but took their part, as peaceful citizens, in the public 
service. So far from being excluded from the magis
"tracy, as in Florence and other cities,2 they won the popu:' 
lar favotp" by their modest bearing, and by a temperate 
exercise of the. offices in which they served, nntil they 
gradually acquired all the power of the State. By acting 
as the servants of the republic, they beca,me its masters. 

At first the Doge's power was only.controlled by Its {ovem

asse~blies of the people. In 1032, he "was obliged to men 

consult a council of illustrious citizens, chosen by him-
self, and called Pregardi. In 1172 a Great Council 
was estiblished, which for more than a century con-
tinued the dominant power in the State. Though 

1 Sismondi, Rist. dell Rep. Ital: i. 339,383; Rist. de la Liberti en 
Italie, 43; Darn, Rist. de Venise, livr. ii. iv. 

• See infra, pp. 295, 302, 805, 312. 
112 
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CHAP. chosen annually, its members were re-elected from the 
VII. , leading families, and became almost an hereditary body. 

From the Council, a Committee of Sixty was chosen to 
advise the Doge, under the title of The Senate; to which 
other magistrates were added; and this senate now be
came the d~liberative assembly of the State.1 In 1291 
a decree was passed 2 for restricting admission to the 
ranks of the Great Council, by which the annual election 
.was discontinued and a close hereditary chamber was 
founded. Henceforth the republic was entirely aristo.. 
ratic. In 1311, the celebrated Council of Ten was 

The 
Council established.8 This powerful body, which henceforth 
ofTen. :"l 

governed the State witn power little less than absolute, 
was wholly aristocratic; and its administration displayed 
that ambition, pmdence, and statecraft which secured 
for the Venetian republic a place, among the Btates of 
Europe, far above its real importance. . 

Merits and Venice affords the only example of a close aristo-
defocts of 
the aristo- etacy, controlled neither by-king nor people, successfully 
cruey. ruling a State for centuries; and it illustrates, at once, 

the evils and the merits of such a government. On one 
hand, it was despotic, suspicious, cunning, treacherous, 
and cmel: it was tainted by all the vices of absolutism. 
Every citizen held his life at the mercy of hidden 
enemies and delators. No scheme more repugnant to 
liberty and justice was ever devised by despots. On 
the other hand, it was singularly bold, firm, steadfast, 
and consistent: it was severe in its patriotism: prompt in 

I Rawdon Brown's Preface to Oalendar of Venetian State Papers, :rill. 
et 111'1]. The Venetian senate, in imitation of the Roman, took the name 
of Oonscript Fathers. 

B • La Serrata del Maggior Oonsiglio.' 
S It actually consisted of seventeen members-viz., the Doge, ten 

elected annually by the Gre~t Oouncil, and six by the Signoria. 
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resolution: vigorous in action: princely in its ambition CHAP. 

and pretensions: stately in its civic grandeur. l Merci-~ 
less to rivals and opponents, it was gentle to the people: 
prudent in the management of the finances: impartial in 
the administration of justice; and enlightened in its care· 
of the social and material welfare of the community.2 

Venice has often been compared with Sparta; and Ven'ce and 

undoubtedly· some analogies are to be discovered in the Sparta. 

constitutions and destinies of these States. Both were 
close aristocracies: both were remarkable for their 
tenacity of purpose, their secresy, and the long duration 
of their power. Both were less given to culture than 
their more democratic contemporanes. In Sparta the 
Ephors gradually ~ncroached upon the powers of the' 
kings and senate: in Venice the Council of Ten usurped 
the government of the State. But Spmta, as well from 
its geographical position, as from its narrow policy, dis
couraged commerce: while Venice, from its maritime 
Situation, and natural instincts, 'was pr~eminently com~ 
mercial. Hence arose important differences ~ the 
character and policy of the two republics. The one 
was jealous, and exclusIve in its international sym-
pathies: the other was liberal and expansive, holding 
free converse with all nations, and aiding in the civili-
sation of the world .• 

Pisa acquired her liberty in the tenth century, and, Pisa. 

after the custom of Italian cities, elected consuls. . So 
active were her citizens in commerce and maritime ad-

1 Philippe de Oommines gives a picturesque account of his embassy to 
Venice at the end or the fifteenth century, and says: • O'est 1& plus tri
omphante ciM, que i'aye iamais veue, et qui plus :fait d'honneurs a Am
bassadeursetestrangers,etqui plus sagementsegouverne' (Mem. vii. ch.15). 

S Sismondi, Hist. des Rep. Ital. iv. 340--360; Hiat. de In Liberte en 
Italie, i. 193; Darn, Hm. de Yeniae. 



294 

CHAP. 
VII. 

Genoa. 
1122.LD. 

Itslegia
I"tion. 

THE ITALIAN REPrnLlCS. 

venture, that, for a long time, she took the lead of 
Genoa in population, in wealth, in enterprise, and in 
military prowess,1 

Genoa, on tlie sea-coast, and with a safe and con
venient port, held a position more favourable to mari
time enterprise than ilia, and eventually outstripped 
her in commerce, and ruined her in war. Like other 
cities, she was ruled. by consuls, elected annually by 
the people. 'They were alternately four and six in 
number: their respective duties were defined; and, on 
retiring from office, they rendered an account. of their 
"services to the people.2 Other magistrates were also 
elected annually, as judges, whose functions were purely 
judicial, and distinct from those of the consuls. There 
was further a council or senate, to assist the consuls, 
which, however, rarely met. The people also took their 
part in the government, by assembling, in parliament, 
upon the public place, where they heard the reports of 
their magistrates, and deliberated upon public affairs.:I 

In this way the laws of Genoa were administered: 
but her scheme of legislation was singular. In the 
republics of antiquity, and in the free States of modern 
Europe, the people have been not less jealous of th~ 
making of laws, than of their execution: but in Genoa, a 
free people took ,no part in the passing of laws, :ip. 
which their lives and liberties were concerned, but .sur
rendered themselves blindly to the lawyers. From 
time to time, the republic appointed ten or fifteen 
jurists, learned in the codes of Justinian, as 'correctorS 
of the laws.' The principles of imperial jurisprudence 
were naturally adverse to liberty; and . lawgivers of 

I Sismondi, Kilt. dtlll Rep. Ital. L 826-338. 
I Ibid. L 341. J Ibid. i. 343. 
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that school were not inclined to protect the rights of the CHAP. 

people. Genoa, and other republics which entrusted _v..,..I1_._ 
legislative powers to their jurists, too often· found that 
the experts of Roman law were the friends of emperors 
and princes, and not the advocates of freedom. A free 
people should make its own laws, and jealously watch 
their administration. 

Yet was the government of Genoa otherwise purely The nobles 

d . H . ed Pis . b th of Genoa. emocratlc. avmg conquer a, It ecame e suc-
cessful rival of Venice, in commerce and in war. Ademo-. 1293-1298. 

cracy measured its strength against an aristocracy, and 
was victorious. . But these triumphs were not obtained 
without the aid of nobles. The Genoese were the boldest 
and most skilful sailors of Italy: but they wanted' 
leaders i and these were found, not among their own 
industrious citizens, but in the warlike nobles of the 
Riviera-the Dorias, the Spinolas, the Grimaldis and 
the Fieschis. The turbulence of these noble families, 
in time of peace, had led to their exclusion from the 
magistracy: but when all the energies of the republic 
were strained by its wars with Pisa and Venice, it en-
trusted its Heets to the ~mmand of noble admirals, who, 
however dangerous to order and civil liberty, in peace, 
were .ever victorious in war. 1 

Devoted. as they were to liberty, the Genoese were The Doge. 

SO wearied with the civil, wars provoked by the rivalries 
of noble families, that, in 1339, they followe~ the ex- 1339. 

ample of Venice, and elected a doge. It was their aim 
to give force to the executive, without impairing liberty ; 
and, at first, the experiment appears to have been suc," 
cessfuJ.2 But in 1353, in order to retrieve a reverse to 
their arms, in their long contest with Venice,' they sur-

I Sismondi, Hittt. dtJ la LihrU 1m ltal~ i. 203. • Ibid. i. 234, 268. 



.CHAP. 
VII. 

Milall. 

F1otflnce. 
Ita favou,," 
able pOlli
tiOD. 

THE ITAtlAN REPUBLICS 

rendered their liberties to Archbishop Jean Visconti, 
Signor 9f Milan. They made terms with their new 
ruler: but in the crafty and resolute churchman they 
found a tyrant. 

Milan claimed great antiquity among Italian cities. 
It had been the residence of some of the later Roman 
emperors, and was the see of an ancient archbishopric: 
In population and wealth it was the first city in the 
plains of Lombardy; and in the eleventh century, Imder 
the inspiration of its warlike archbishop, it became 
foremost in military prowess. Its forces, preceded in 
the field by a triumphal car-lnown as'the carl'occio
bearing the standard of the republic, and a figure of 
Christ upon the cross, and drawn by four pairs of oxen, 
were renowned for thcir stedfast valour. They con-. 
sisted chiefly of infantry-as best suited to the slow 

. movements of the carroccio; and this force, being re
cruited from the whole body of the citizens, gave an 
advantage to the commonalty over the nobles, whose 

. strength lay in cavalry. This silperiority, however, was 
not long maintained: for when the cavalry were after
wards clad in impregnable armour, and charged their 
enemies in serried ranks, the infantry of the burghers 
was no longer a match for the more costly forces of the 
nobles.1 But the citizens fought many hard battles 
with their own nobles; and maintained their popular 
constitution at home: while taking the lead of their 
rivals of Pavia, they established their supremacy in 
Lombardy,1! and were destined to take a distinguished 
part in the struggles of the Italians for liberty. 

But above all these cities was the incomparable 

1 Sismondi, Hist. dea Rep. ltal. iii. 253-258. 
I Ibid. ch. vi. xU. 
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Florence.! Founded, a~ording to its traditions, as a CHAP. 

Roman colony, by the Dictator Sulla, it ha4 been ~ 
destroyed by the Goths, and· rebuilt by Charle-
magne.! It grew, by successive additions, until the 
circuit of its wallB, crowned by seventy towers, extended 

. over nearly six miles. It stood in one of the fairest" 
spots of the fair land of Italy. In tlie. sunny valley of 
the Arno, on the south of the Apennines, the soil and 
climate' were luxuriant. The vine, the olive, and the 
fig-tree flourished; and the fertile plains yielded rieh 
harvests to the easy labours of the hlJ.sbahdman. The 
Florentip.es gazed upon a scene or exhilarating beauty. 
The purple slopes of the Apennines, clothed with the 
chestnut, the cork-tree, the mulberry, and the cypress;· 
the heights of Fiesole, the winding Arno, the rich vege
tation of its flowery vale, the hill· of S.an Miniato, and 
the sharp ridges of Carrara, formed a pieture which. 
could not fail to inspire them with a love of nature, 
and a creative sense of the beautiful. It was the 
natural destiny of Florence to be the birthplace of 
poetry and art, and the home of the Italian revival. 
Its situation was no less propitiQus to the material pros
perity of its citizens. Enriched by the generous 
bounties of the soil, the Arno opened to them the 
commerce of Pisa, and the sea; while th,eir central 
position facilitated an active intercourse with all parts 
of Italy. And so this favoured city flourished in com~ 
merce and' manufactures, in riches, and in culture. 
Its streets were adorned with churches, palaces, and 
towers: its flood-swollen river was embanked with 

I 'Of all the fairest cities of the earth 
None is so fair RS Florenee.'-Rogers, Italy. . 

I Machisvelli, ItJtoria JiIorefltitlB, b. ii. ch. i.; Sismondi, Rist. de. Rep. 
Ital. ii. 824. 
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quays, and spanned with picturesque bridges. Its' 
spirited and enlightened citizens aspired to raise their 
fair city to the honours 'of an Italian Athens. 
. And truly; if Venice may be compared with Sparta, 
Florence may fitly bear comparison with the most e1lli
nent of the Greek republics. While Venice was ruled 
by a close oligarchy, Florence displayed, throughout 
every change in her constitution and fortunes, a passion
ate love of liberty. The government was 'Popular, and 
its principles were democratic. In character, the Fl~ 
rentines bore a .singular resemblance to the Athenians. 
They excelled all the people of Italy in intellectual giftS. 
They were quick, lively, and impressionable, keen in 
wit and raillery~ imaginative, subtle-"ith a rare aptitude 
for culture, and a natural taste for the arts. Their crea
tive genius revealed itself in poetry, letters, philosophy, 
painting, and architecture. Their temperament dis
posed them to gaiety and pleasure. If somewhat vola
tile in private life, yet, in public affairs, they displayed 
a wise foresight, and carried out their designs with 
vigour and constancy.l Florence, like Athens, muted 
the highest culture with the strongest political instincts. 
She was at once foremost in intellectual resources, and 
in freedom. Her city was adorned with the noblest 
monuments of Italian 8xt: her society was the resort 
of the most distinguished scholars and artists. In her 
policy and alliances, she struggled for the maintenance 
of Italian liberties: but she acted the part of tyrant 
over subject cities like Pisa, Arezzo, Volterra, Lucca . 
and Sienna. To compare Florence with Athens is no 
historic fancy: but, allo'\\ing for differences of time and 
cOtmtry, these memorable cities may justly be regarded 

1 Sismondi, Hist. dea Rip. rtal. v. 166-168. 
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as conspicuous parallels, in culture, in freedom, and:in CHAP. 

li 
~ 

po cy. ---.-...-.-
Florence, like other Italian' cities, was governed'in Its.CODsti

early times by consuls, chosen from' the' prj.ncipal citi- tuhOD. 

zens, and by a Senate, of a hundred, members. But 
the neighbouring nobles and landowners being en-, 
rolled as citizens, acquired entire control over the 
government.1 In 1215, a Guelph and Ghibeline feud 
divided the nobles into two hostile factions; and after 
thirty-three years of civil war, the Guelphs were driven 
ou.t of the city. The nobles were thus weakened.. 
while the citizens, familiarised. mth 'Wln',and accus-
tomed to assert'their authority over disturbers of the 
public peace, now gained the ascendant. Meanwhile" 
they had increased in wealth and enlightenment,. but still 
retained the simple and frugal habits of their forefathers.2 

Such men as these, goaded by further troubles and op
pression, were soon to found an aclvanced democracy,l! 

After this brief sketch of the chief Italian cities, we 
must now revert to their general history. ' 

Early in the twelfth century, the most powerful of ~~e~h~~i.s 
the cities, not contented with the limited field of their allies. 

own ru1e~ were ambitious, like the Greek republics, of 
reducing their peighbours to an alliance. Without de., 
priving their allies of their ,liberties, they forced upon 
them a perpetual league, offensive and defensive, by 
which they Were bound to follow the standards of the' 
dominant city, in all its wars. The cities of the plains 

. of Lombardy' were ranged under the riv~ cities of 

I In 1207 a foreign podella was chosen to carry out the orders of the 
city, and for the administration of justice. ' 

a Sismondi, HiBt. deB Rip. ltal. iii. 169; citing Villani, Storie Fior.lib~ 
vi. ch. lxx. 

I See infra, p. 304. 
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CHAP. Milan and Pavia: the cities of Piedmont under Turin : 
VII. the cities of Tuscany under Florence: the citie~ south 

of the Po under Bologna. 1 They needed all· the 
strength that union could give to their divided forces: 
for their liberties were threatened by foreign enemies 
and domestic foes. 

~::t~!.. The first great blow to the liberties of the Italian 
1164-1185. cities was dealt by the emperor, Frederick Barbarossa. 

Milan, and many of the fairest cities of Lombardy and 
the north of Italy, were besieged and pillaged, and 
often burn~ by his savage soldiery. Not content with 
plunder and subsidies, he also abridged their most 
cherished liberties. At the diet of Roncaglia, he de
prived their popular consuls of their judicature, which 

1158. 'he entrusted to a single podesta, chosen by himself; 
and he forbade them to make separate peace or war. 
The brave Milanese drove out their new magistrate 
with insults, and flew to arms; and, aided by the 
heroic citizens of Crema, resisted, for three years, the 
superior forces of the ·emperor. He banished all the 
inhabitants of Milan, rich and poor, destroyed their 
houses, and rased the walls of their city. Even in the 
cities which had been friendly or neutral, his podest1ts 
were mere instruments of misrule and extortion. For
tunately for the people, there was rivalry between the 
emperor and the Pope; and the latter, to strengthen 

• himself, brought the influence of the Church to support 
the liberties of Italy. And such was the spiiit of free
dom among the Italians, that the cities of the Imperial 
or Ghibeline connection, aa well as those of the 
Guelphic or Papal party, united to repel the oppressive 
policy of the emperor. A noble federation of cities, 

I Sismondi, Hilt. de In Liberti ell ItalisJ i. 51-05. 
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called 'the Lombard League '-Brescia, Mantua, <;~~~. 
Verona., Ferrara, ("remona, Parma, Modena, Bologna, -.-
and others-united for their mutual defence, ~d lent ~~ Lom

their aid in rebuilding the ruined city of Milan. They League. 

had advanced too far in civilisation and freedom to 
submit themselves to the iron rule of the emperor. 
'They could not forget two centuries of social progress, 
and agree to return to the barbarous condition of their 
ancestors. Having met with formida!Jle resistance, the 
emperor entered into negotiations with them for a treaty 
-perhaps the fir:lt example in Europe of a. treaty be-
tween a monarch and his subjects--which led to a truce 
for six years. . 

This lengthElUed truce was followed by the treaty of Treaty or 

Constance, by which the rights of the confederate cities ?.:.~~ 
were secured. Their popular magistrates were re- 1183. 

stored: the privilege of being governed by their own . 
laws was conceded: the tribute to the emperor was 
defined; and henceforth they were freely allowed to 
maintain their waIls, to train themselves in arms, to 
associate for their mutual protection, to make war or 
peace, and to contract treaties. It was a great victory 
of these free republics over the military despotism of a 
powerful German monarch. 1 

But, however indignant these republic.~ had been at Election of 

th · . f d ' b th podest8s. e mtruSlOn 0 . pO estas y e emperor, most of 
them henceforth elected chief magistrates nuder that • 
title, who; in some cities, appear to have superseded 
the consuls, while· in others their powers were simply 
judicial. In order to e~e impartiality, and freedom 
from local. factions, they were generally chosen from 
noble families of other States, and not from citizens of 
the republic itself. 

I Sismondi, Hilt. del IUp. Ital. ch. viii. ix. x. xi. 
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CHAP. Meanw1llie, during these protracted struggles, a 
'--V ....... II_. .... considerable social change was being developed, which, 
:;'~~;-Of while it added to the strength· of the republics, en
nobles. dangered their future liberties. The neighbouring 

Their 
factious 
violence: 

nobles, who had been their rivals, and often their foes, 
gradually left their fortified castles and enrolled them
selves as citizens of the republics. Here their rank 
and wealth nr;tturally ensured them influence in the 
government, while their warlike training made' them 
welcome to the more peaceful citizens, as captains of 
the trained bands. . 

In military power and social, splendour, these 
nobles raised the Italian republics: but they intro
duced lawlessness, faction, and bloodshed among their 
peace1\.ll citizens. They· fortified and entrenched their 
castles within the walled Cities, as if they had been on the 
hiU-side, surrounded themselves with armed retainers, 
and made raids upon the streets, as they had formerly 
descended upon the lands of neighbouring barqns: 
Constantly chosen as podestas, they abused the powers 
confided to them, with monstrous injustice and violence. 
At the same time, the feuds of the Guelph and Ghibe
line factions, espoused by them, were fiercely fought 
out in the courts of justice, the streets, arid the market
pJace: No wonder that the citizens grew weary of 
their noble patrons! At the end of' the twelfth cen
tury most of the Lombard citieS-aIld, foremost among 
them, Brescia, Padua, and Modena-had disqualified the 
nobles for public employments, and banished them, 
for a time, from their city· strongholds. In 1221, 
Milan drove out all her turbulent nobles from her 
gates.1 

1 Sismondi, Hut. del IMp. Ital. th. xii.; Hut. de la Liberti en Italie,' 
i.94-96. 
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The liberties of the people were favoured by Pope CHAP. 

Innocent m., who even permitted a republic to' be ~ 
bl=~hed' R . If And' f h ., Guelph and csta .IJlj ill ome ltse . ill most 0 t e CItIes Gbibeline 

of Italy the Guelph, or Papal, party were the most de- f~~~~216. 
mocratic. Padua, a Guelphic' city, had, at this time, 
perhaps, the most democratic constitution in Italy. In 
Florence, the people inclined to the Guelphs, but the 1249. 
Ghibelines drove their rulers out of the city. Further 
south, Bologna, a rich 'and populous city, with a 
learned university, and a cultivated society, had a de
mocratic constitution, and was staunch to the Guelphic 
party. The Italian nobles generally belonged to the. 
Imperial or Ghibeline faction: the people to the 
Guelphic or Church party. 

The distinctive principles of the two parties became· 
IQore apparent as the strife Gontinued; and in the foUl'
teenth century the Ghibelines represented the principle 
of absolute rule, by a foreign or domestic sovereign, and 
the Guelphs continued to maintain the rights of· the 
people, and were true to republican institutions. The 
former party was distinguished by the daring ambition of 
its chiefs, and their genius for war and statecraft: the 
latter for the patriotism and devotion of its leaders. 

. For seventy years after the peace of Constance, the Period 

Italian cities preserved the liberties for which they had ~!et~; 
then contended: but the fatal factions of Guelph and olUltance. 

Ghibeline involved .them in constant wars and tumults: 
while the chiefs of these factions, who led the 'citizens 
to battle, easily overcame tHeir liberties. The re-
publics, however, did not submit to the domination of 
their leaders without many noble struggles. 

Florence was inspired with a passion for freedom, Demo

worthy of the best models of antiquity: but she fell Fl::n~e. 
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under the dominion of the Ghibeline nobles, aided by 
the emperor. The citizens could not long endure the 
yoke; and, assembling in the Place of Santa Croce, 
they elected twelve popular magistrates, whom they 
called the Signoria, and whose tenure of office was 
limited to two months. l 

This democratic movement was followed by the 
most energetic policy. All the citizens were imme
diatelyenrolled in the militia. The fortresses of the 
nobles within the city were destroyed. The Guelphic 
nobles were recalled, and the two factions were forced 
to enter into a treaty of peace. A Wll! was then 
undertaken against the Ghibeline cities and provincial 
nobles, in which the Florentines achieved brilliant 
successes. Civilians, merchants, and men of letters, 
fought bravely, like the AtI!enians, as citizen-soldiers, 
and carried with pride the victorious standards of the 
republic. But a few years later their arms suffered a 
grievous reverse. A Ghibeline army took possession 
of Florence, repealed the democratic constitution, and' 
threatened the city itself with destruction.2 

The democracy, however, soon recovered itself;' 
and, some years later, a new constitutibn was esta
blished, whieh marked the increased power of the 
trading classes. A new magistracy was constituted, 
consisting first of six, and afterwards of twelve priors of 
arts, elected by, the greater trade-guilds,3 the lesser 
guilds having no voice in the election. These priors of 

• 
1 Machiavelli,lst. Fior. h. ii. ch. ii. i Sismondi, Hist. des Rep. Ital. 

iii. 171, 172. 
S Sismondi, HiBt. tIts. Rip. Ital. iii. 172 et .eg. 233-240. 
• These were the lawyers, merchants, money-changers, weavers, silk

workers, doctors, and furriers.-Von Rewnont, LoreTIM tk'Medici 
(Harrison's translation), i. 15. 
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arts now became the ~C7IlOIia; and if their powers CHAP. 

were great, they were guarded 'with the utmost jea- VII. 

lousy. They were elected for two months: they all 
slept within the palace of the signoria: they dined 
together; and never left the palace but in a body. 
The fortress of the State became the prison of its 
magistrates. l 

The mercantile class had now assllmed the govern- Ascend-
• _ eneyof 

ment of the State. The DobIes, if united, nught still the . 

have retained much of their former influence ~ but :.':="tile 

rival factions and families continued in perpetual war~ 
fare: tney brought disorders into the State: they de-
fied the law'; and refused to submit themselves to the 
jurisdiction of the magistrates. The alienation of the 
nobles and the citizens was daily increasing; and, at 
length, the nobles had become so turbulent and law- Exclusion 

• '. of noble •• 
less, that an 'ordinance of justice' was passed, by 1292 A.I), 

which twenty-seven Guclphic families were declared 
~ noble and grand,' 2 and by that title were disqualified 
for ever from serving in the signoria: nor were they 
allowed to renounce their titles, in order to qualify 
themselves for office. If they again troubled the 
public peace; the gonfalonier of justice, now first ap
pointed, WII8 empowered to attack them, at the head of 
the militia, to pull down their houses, and deliver 
them up to the podesta for punishment. If' other 

. families were guilty of the like disorders, the signoria 
was authorised to ennoble them; and so subject them 
to the same reprel;lsive jurisdiction.s There was humour 

1 Sismondi, HUt. deB RJp. Ital. iv. 51-53. 
• • De grands et de magnats.'-Sismondi, HUt. deB Rep. Ital. iv. 63. 
S Machiavelli, IlIio,.iD Fial". b. ii. ch. 3; Sismondi, Hist. deB RJp. 

Ital. iv. ~7; HiM. ~e la Liberti en Ital~. i 181-18& 
VOL. I. X 
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CHA:P. in thus making titles of honour a reproach and a 
'> V~I. punishment. The nobles had unquestionably provoked 

this ostracism.' They had become a chronic danger to 
the State; and it was necessary to subdue them. For 
the maintenance of the public peace the citizens were 
divided into twenty armed companies, of two hundred; 
and were placed under the orders of the gonfalonier, 
who, like the priors, was elected for two months, and 
became. the chief of the signoria. 

An oli- These measures displayed the resolution of the re
~~b'ifshed. public to mai.htain. its liberties and the public peace. 

But they also betrayed the ambition and jealousies ·of 
the commercial' aristocracy. .To repress the disorders 
of the-nobles was necessary, for the security of the 
State: but permanently to disqualify them for the public 
service, whatever their individual merits and popularity, 
was arbitrary and unjust. Their exclusion, however, 
secured to their rivals undisputed domination. The 

, commercial classes had overcome the nobles, and they 
refused to share their power with the lesser guilds. 
Their love of power was further gratified by short 
tenus of office, which secured a share in the govern
ment to a considerable number of citizens. Further, 
disqualifications were created by civil and political 
oifences,l and the non-payment of taxes, which again 
narrowed the privileged class. Thus an oligarchy was 
formed, which contrived to secure its power by appeals 
to the people. When oppositioQ. was threatened, the 
Balia was resorted to. The great city bell was 
rung; aud, at its sound, t.he people assembled in the 
square, before the palace of the signoria; the priors 
came forth on to the tribune, and demanded extraordi-

J Ammoniti. 
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nary powers for certain citizens, to change the laws; CHAP. 
VII. 

and the square being surrounded by armed men, the ~ 
popular vote was ensured.1 In this way a dictatorship 
was often established, and the constitution suspended. 

It were vain to follow the history of the feuds and Frequency 

factions by which Florence was distracted: the frequent :'!:.ac
changes of its constitution, or the varying fortunes of 
Guelphs and Ghibelines, Cherchi and Donati, Bianchi and 
Neri. The feuds of the latter, however, were rendered 1297 A.D. 

memorable by the banishment of Dante, and the pro-
clamation of the poet's wrongs in his immortal verse.2 peFm10cracy 

ID ur-
The rnli,ng class of Florence was limited, but it was enc •• 

possessed by a spirit of democracy so jealous as to im-
pair the vigour of the government. Not satisfied with !.~!~-1328 

electing the signoria every two months, the Florentines 
afterwards carried their distrust of their rulers so far as, 
in imitation of the Athenians, to determine the choiee 
of their magistrates by lot. How great must have 
been their wealth of able citizens, when the C'Ouncils of 
the State were skilfully directed by men. so 'chosen! 
But rulers with so brief an authority, and so elected, 
were often at a disadvantage in contending with rival 
States, governed by ambitious and powerful chieitains.3 Constitu

tion of 
In 1328, the Florentine constitution was reformed, 1328. 

so as to introduce a larger representation of the dif
ferent classes of citizens. Electoral lists were preparecT, 

. of all the citizens eligible to the magistracy: the mode 
of ele~on was carefully revised; and two councils 
were formed, one of the people, consisting of 300 

1 Von Reumont, Lorenzo de' Medici, i. 18. 
, Machiavelli, IBt. Fiol'. h. ii. ch. 4. 
a Sismondi, Hm. de la Liberti en Italie, i. 215--217. 

x2 
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members, and one of the commlme, composed of 125 
nobles and the same number of citizens. Both these 
councils were renewed every four months. l 

Meanwhile, the love of liberty ,and the lofty spirit of 
independence by which all her citizens were animated, 
placed Florence at the head of the free republics, and 
directed the foreign policy of her government. She en
couraged freedom in other States, and leagued herself 
with them against the aggression of foreign princes.1 

Attributing their prosperity and civilisation to their 
freedom, the Florentines dreaded tyranny as at once 
their political and their material nUn. Hence, during 

. the fourteenth and the greater part of the fifteenth cen
tury, it was their settled policy to obtain a balance of 
power in Italy, by ·leaguing the free States against 
those which had submit~ed to foreign mlers. In this 

1330-1338 way they resisted John of Bohemia, who had ac
A.D. quired a formidable ascendency in Milan, Parma, and 

mariy other cities.s 

nule of the Yet it was impossible not to feel the weakness and 
Duke of 
Athens. in~fficiency of such a government as that of Florence. 

Magistrates ever changing, ~nd chosen by lot: great 
councils renewed thrice a year; and irregular appeals 
to the populace, naturally led to confusion. Accordingly, 
in 1342, after a series of reverses, which they attributed 
to divided counsels, the Florentines invited the Duke of 
Athens to assume the command of their forces, with 
the title of Captain of Justice. Their new leader im
mediately plotted against the liberties of the people. 
Inciting the populace agains~ the higher citizens, he 
overthrew the signoria, and installed himself, in the 

1 Sismondi, Hist: del. Rep. Ital. v. 170-172. 
• Ibid. iv. 324. • Ibld. v. 66 et Beg. 
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Palazzo Vecchio, as sovereign lord of Florence for life. CHAP. 

If this crafty and cruel tyrant had maintained his power, ~ 
there would soon have been an end of the fruitful civi-
lisation of Florence, which was a light to Italy and to 
Europe. But tbe Florentines ,were not yet ripe for 
slavery; and after a few months of sullen submission, 
they besieged the tyrant in his castle, and drove him 
and his armed myrmidons out of Florence.l 

With frequent changes in . the constitution, and Growth of 
. • . . anew 

varymg influences, republican forms and sentl~ents aristocracy. 

continued to prevail among the Florentines: but 
changes were silently going on, opposed to democracy. 
The nobles and the Ghibelines had been excluded from 
the government by the jealousy of the people: but 
these obly made way for a new aristocracy, enriched 
by commerce, who rigorously enforced the laws which 
excluded their rivals, while their own power was secured 
by limiting the choice of magistrates to seven out of 

, the twenty-:{)ne trade guilds, or corporation&, into which 
Floren('fl was divided. These seven privileged guilds 
coinprised all the families enriched by trade: they were 
known as nobili popolant; and in wealth and magni.., 
ficence they. were tbe rivals of princes and ancient 
nobles. T~e unenfranchised guilds consisted of the 
smaller tradesmen, artificers, and poorer citizens. 

By means of this limited franchise, and of party !}i~i.h:.d 
combinations, a close oligarchy had been established. new .• 

~ • Camille .. 
The Ghibeline faction had been excluded from the (Four-

. d h' G ad I b teenthcen-magIStracy, an t eJl' uelphic rivals hong een tury.) 

masters of the State. Meanwhile new families were 
rising to eminence.,-the Ricci, the Scali, the Strozzi, 

1 Machiavelli, I,t.' Fior. b. ii. ch. 8; 9; Sismondi, Hlst. dea Rep. 
ltm. v. 3~1Dl. 
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CHAP. and the Medici; and, according to the natural ,law or 
VII. all societies, they were regarded with jealousy and 

repugnance by the older houses. Attempts were even 
made to exclude them from the magistracy 1 lmder the 
pretext that they were descended from Ghibelines. 
Repelled by the dominant oligarchy, they espoused the 
cause of Florentine democracy. In 1378, Salvestro 
de' Medici being chosen gonfalonier, by lot, appealed 

. to the people for protection against the de~crns of the 
oligarchy. The people denounced the proposed ex
clusion of the new families. 

Revo~t of • De' Medici and his party were contented with this 
the Clompl. • .' . • . 
13i9 A.D. nctory over therr nvals; and would gladly have con-

tinued the rule of an oligarchy, in which they were 
themselves comprised. But the triumph of a few rich 
men by no means satisfied the people. They insisted 
that all the Ghibeline families should b8 restored to 
,their rights: that the lesser guilds should have the 
same privileges as the greater, in sending members 
to the magistracy; and, lastly, that three new guilds 
should be formed, to include the various artificers in 
the w<:sollen manufacture. These latter were a con~' 

siderable class, and were known as Ciompi. Such 
demands far exceeded the designs of the party who 
had sought the aid of the people, for their own ends; 
and they determined to repress the popular move-

Jul,y 20. ment. The chiefs of the Ciompi were put to the 
torture: but this monstrous rigour, SQ far from in
timidating their partIsans, provoked a revolution. The. 
Ciompi and the populace flew to arms, and carried the 
palaces of the podesta and of the ~crnoria, by assault;, 
For three days, Florence was in the hands of the mob. 
Michael de Lando, a woolcarder, placed himself at' 



DEMOCRACY IN FLORENCE. 311 

the head of the insurgents, bearing aloft the State CHAP. 

gonfulon, and was proclaimed gonfalonier. He proved VII. 

himself worthy of the popular choice. He at once 
quelled every disorder in the city; and decreed a new 
constitution. Henceforth, the signoria was to consist 
of three members of the greater arts, three .of the 
lesser, and three of the Ciompi. 

This democratic constitution was short-lived. Overthrow" 

When three Ciompi were next chosen as priors, the (!;:~i. 
signoria refused to admit them; and, soon afterwards, 
all the laws of the recent revolution. were repealed: 
Michael de Lando and his chief confederates were 
exiled; and the nobili popolani were re-established in 
power more firmly than ever. l 

The democracy, defeated and repressed. no longer Subjection 

asserted its claims to power. The Ciompi recognised te::.rIlCJ" 
the rule of their masters, and ceased to struggle against 
those who were at once the leaders of society, and o( 
the St.ate. It was vain to contend against men who 
gave employment to the people; who enriched the 
city with commerce, who maintained the credit of the 
state by their wealth, and' who won over society by 
their munificence. 

Yet was Florence throughout the fourteenth cen.,. Democrati~ 

d . bli Th I . spirit of tury a emocratic repu c. e upper c asses mam .. t!>e repub-

tained their ascendency: but citiz~ns of different ranks lie. 

were chosen to the magistracy: popular assemblies 
represented t:qe people; and the sentiments of the 
commonalty were promptly responded to by the rulers 

1 Sismondi, H"18t. du Rep. Ital. vii. 130-152; HUt. dsla LiberU ttl 

ltalie, i. 290-298. See also Guicciardini, Iltorin Fiorent.; Istoria 
dItalia; Machiavelli, lit. Fiorent. h. iii. ch. 4, 5; Oapponi, Storia della 
Rep. di Firenu, 1875;. Napier, ITut. of Florence; De Reumont, Life oj 
Lorenz.o de' Medici; Madame Hortense Albert,EBsay 1m FIo,·enti'1l8 ITutory. 
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CHAP. of the State. However faulty its constitution, the 
VII. government was generally administered with rare spirit 

and energy; and the force of a free people strengtb- • 
ened the cotmcils of the republic.1 

Strife of The strife of classes which distu~bed the peace of 
classes In FI d b h ·ad· h b other cIties. orence, rage ,a out t esame pen , ill ot er repu -
~~: cen- lies. In' Pisa, Pistoia, Genoa, Sienna, Lucca, Bologna, 
~ur,.,) Padua, Brescia, and many other cities, the nobles, had 

been excluded from the magistracy; and a new nobility 
sprang up from the commercial classes, and gradually 
acquired the power and pri~ges from which the old 
nobles had been deposed. This· conflict between the 
nobles and· the wealthy citizens was mainly due to the 
insolence and lawlessness of tne nobles themselves: bllt 
the prosperity of cities was naturally antagonistic to the 
continued'influence of ·the territorial ciass. Thenew 
society was overcoming feudali~. Citizens, enriched 
by 'commerce, and enlightened by the reviving culture 
of the times, asserted their claims to power. Their 
wealth exceeded that of the nobles: th~y had greater 
f..umbers of persons in th.ei: employment: their com~ 
mercial relations gave them more extended influence 
over their fellow-citizens; and their interests were 
more closely associated withth~ general welfare of 
the community. Such men rapidly encroached upon 
their haughty rivals, and supplanted them in the 
government of the State. They generally sought to 
govern by popular arts· and public spirit, rather than 
by force; and their influence was more consistent 
with the spirit of a republic. The old nobles asserted 

I 'Nous conviendrons que Ie peuple Ie plus libra de rItalie ~toit, & 
tout pl'tlndra, Ie peuple Ie plus sagement gouvem~.'-Sismondi) HiR~. de& , 
Jlep. Ital. viii. 86. 
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their power haughtily, and in deeds of lawless violence: CHAP. 

the new aristocracy gained and held it, by acts of muni- VII . 

. licence and devotion to the State. The commercial 
aristocracy were the natural rivals of the older nobility ; 
and in the progress of Society, ought to have been 
admitted to share their power. But their jealousy was 
too bitter to admit of concessions; and the. new men 
strove, with the aid of the people, to overcome their 
rivals, and assume their places. In their turn, the rich 
burghers were encroached upon by.other classes, who 
contended for a share iI# the government. Continual 
contests IIl'Ose, in which, sometimes the rich oligarchy, 
and sometimes the democraCy, were in the ascendant. 
Tl}.is strife of parties and classes was irreconcileable, 
and, instead of extending the liberties of the people, 
agitated these little States with chronic cjvil war.1 

In Rome, the new arjstocracy had encroached upon No~ 
h . . ·th thro· th . homme. t e patrICIans, WI out over wmg elr power. in Rome 

They had been reluctantly admitted to theIr privileges": and Italy. 

but they acquired them without violence or injustice. 
Nobles and novi homines, whatever their jealousies, 
divided between them the' government of the State. II 
Their nilion recruited and strengthened the political 
forces of the republic. But in the Italian cities, there 
was no moderation or compromise. On one side, the 
pretensions of the nobles were intolerable: on the 
other, the new aristo<:racy would make no terms with 
their rivals, but drove them oufOf' their cities, and dis
qualified them for the legitimate exercise of power. 
Incessant warfare was the natural consequence of such 

t Sismondi, HUt. rle& RIp. Ital. iv. 149 et aeq. j HUt. de la Liberti en 
Itam, i. 298, 302 .. 

I See 1Upra, P. 19L 
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CHAP. relations between the two classes. The nobles, over4 

VB. d' hi powere WIt'n the walls of a city, retired to their 
domains, whence they were prepared to descend upon 
their rivals, and recover their power. The citizens were 
not strong enough . to defy feudalism-sustained by 
popes and emperorS-and ultimately they were forced 
to bend their necks to the yoke of nobles and despots.l 

Citi~ of In the cities of Lombardy, the citizens contended 
Lombardy. 

against their rapacious and turbulent nobles, with less 
good fortune than some of their neighbours. Finding 
themselves . u.nequal to the constant strife by which 
they were exhausted, they engaged the services of 
other nob!es and adventurers, with mercenary forces 
of foot and horse, for their protection. But here, again, 
·they found masters: for the captains of these troops 
contrived to add to their military authority the civil 
power of the podesta, and soon became supreme rulers. 

~n.dot- This dangerous practice was adopted by other cities; 
(F::.;.... and the ruin of the liberties of Italy was precipitated by 
teenth ceo- • d b d f fi' al 1;J' kn tnry.) trmne an so pro eSSlOn so ulers, own as com-

panies of adventure, and led by stipendiary chiefs called 
condottieri. They were generally Italians who had 
studied war in France or Germany, and had improved 
upon the tactics they had learned, by the genius and 
higher cultivation of their own race. The arming of 
citizens was gradually discouraged as dangerous to their 
rulers; and their civic militia. could ill contend against 
troops of heavy cavah-y armed to the teeth, and trained 
in all the arts of war.! 

Milan fell entirely under the dominion of the 
1 Machiavelli appears unduly to spare the nobles, and to lay the 

blame of these feuds upon the citizens: but a.ssuredly ·the former must 
be regarded 88 the chief oft'endere.-Istorie Fiorenti1l6, book iii ch. 1. 

I Sismondi, Hist. de la Libert~ en Italie, i. 258. 
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Visconti, disturbed sometimes by their Guelphic rivals, CHAP. 
VII. 

the Della Torre. And early in the fourteenth century, -------..-.-
most of the Lombard cities had fallen under the rule of ~~":I~7s. 
a single mast&'; here the leader of a civic faction, or 
one of the warlike condottieri--there a neighbouring 
noble who had been im'ited to protect the citizens 
against their own lawless aristocracy. Every State was 
perpetually agitated by its little revolutions: but when 
one master was overthrown, another mounted into 
his place. In many cities, thus ruled by usurpers, 
the nominal sovereignty of the people w~s ~till acknow-
ledged, but their share in the government o{ the ·State 
was but a shadow. Genoa, Pisa, Sienna, Lucca, and 
Bologna, also fell s~mewhat later, under the dominion 1385-1402, 

of ambitious nobles or citizens, and were shorn of their 
liberties. 

Everywhere the turbulence of the nobles was the ;:~ba~e;;~ 
chief cause of the fall of the Italian republics. If they ~~W:S~ 
had loyally associated themselves with their fellow-
citizens, and acknowledged the peaceful . restraints of 
city life, they would have added strength and stability 
to the State. Doubtless, they would have acqnired the 
chief influence in the government: but they could have 
wielded the force of a free people, instead of being 
driven forth in disgrace, or usurping absolute power. 
. IiI several' cities, another cause contributed to the Increased

f . ~w~o 

overthrow of their free institutions. Wearied by tur- tbe oignors. 

bulence, faction, and disorders, the citizens were ready 
~o strengthen the hands of their 8ignors, or magistrates. 
They preferred prompt justice to anarchy: hut their con-
fidence was generally abused; and the men whom they 
trusted, if they repressed tumults, were, too often, 
brutal, dissolute, and rapacious. 
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CHAP. 
VII. 

Guelph and 
Ghibeline 
feuds. 

THE ITALIAN REPUBLICS. 

All the circumstances of the times conspired against 
Italian liberty. The fearful contests between the 
Guelph and Ghibeline factions completed its ruin. 
This insane feud raged not only between rival cities, 
whom it plunged into incessant wars, but between 
citizens of all classes, in every city. Whenever 
one faction was overcome, it was crushed by confisca
tions and exil\::; and the dominant party, in pursuit 
of vengeance, learned to trample upon liberty. At the 
same time, their victorious leaders, commanding at 
once an army and a political faction, naturally exer., 
cised a sway, incompatible with popular freedom: 
Emperors, popes, and nobles, alike conspired against 
Italian freedom . 

.To these strift::s and factions must be added the 
never-ending feudS bet~een rival families, in which 
the hapless citizens became embroiled. These family 
feuds were disgraced by pride, cruelty, craft, treachery, 
and unrelenting vengeance, and were rarely redeemed 
by any act of chivalry or nobleness. From all their 
anp.als, a few· tales may be collected of the romantic 
devotion of lovers, not unworthy of illustration by the 
genius of Boccaccio and Shakespeare. l But cold
blooded murders were the chief incidents of these 
hateful feuds. Murdcrr was practised as an· ingenious 
art, and assumed every form of violence and fraud. 
Bands of armed retainers assailed their enemies in the 
s~reets: the stealthy brllcvo pursued his lIDsuspecting 

1 The touching tale of !milda de Lambertazzi, of Bologna, pictures the 
heroic devotion of a woman: but paints in the blackest colours the 
barbarous cruelty of the times. Her lover, allied to a hostile faction, 
was slain, almost in her arms, by her infuriated brothers, who rushed 
upon him with poisoned daggers. She threw herself upon him, to 8u~k 
the poison from his wounds, and sank lifeless by his side. 
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"ictim in the dark, and slew him with the hidden CHAP. 

stiletto: the poisoned cup betrayed the tmsting guest; ~~ 
and the deadly ring wasted away the life of the confiding :~'d:Y 
friend. 

In the midst of 80 many influences hostile to liberty, Influence 
. al f I ·cal I . . h ~ th ofcln.""ical the reVlV 0 c; asSl earnmg, m t e J.ourteen learning. 

ceIltUry, aroused a passionate republican sentiment. The 
literature and the politics of antiquity were worshipped 
with equal ardour. It was this sentiment that impelled 1347 A.I>. 

P..ienzi to the brilliant but hopeless enterpriSe of reviving 
a republic in papal Rome. The same sentiment in- 13~6 A.D. 

spired the Augustine monk, Jacob dei Bussolari, in his 
heroic efforts to restore freedom to Pavia. 

The political condition of Rome was widely different Rome. 

from that of other Italian cities. Under the sovere~ty 
of the Emperor of Germany, and the ecclesiastical rule 
of the Roman pontiff, the people asserted a certain 
degree of independence. The ruins of the republic 
were round about them: they gazed daily upon the 
Forum, the Capitol, and the Mons Sacer: they were in
spired by the traditions of ancient liberty. Their form 
of government was still popular. In the twelfth century, 
a senate of fifty-six members was annually elected by the 
people. The senate was afterwards superseded by a single 
senator, annually chosen, and, like the podesta of other 
Italian cities, a foreigner.. This popular magistrate con
tinued, for centuries, to administer justice, and main .. 
tain order, in the name of the people. No magistrate 
ever had a more difficult task. In 1143, the eloquent 
and enthusiastic monk, Arnold of Brescia, revived, for 
a time, the traditions of the Roman republic, the senate, 
and the comitia; but the ancient glories of Rome were 
not to be resuscitated; and the bold enthusiast was 
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CHAP. burned alive in front of the Castle of St. Angelo.1 

VII. '. Under the republic and the emperors, the populace of 
Rome had been turbulent and unruly, and the demorali
sation caused by the overthrow of the empire had left 
them even more disorderly, under a weaker govern
ment. The popes were continually suffering from 
seditions and riots; and when they retired to A ~<7D.on 
in 1305, Rome was left almost in a state of anarchy. 
The riotous and debased populace were not the greateSt 
pf Rome's social evils. Her violent and factious nobles 
desolated the city with their bloody feuds. The Colonna 
and Orsini, with armed retainers and mobs of partisans, 
fought in the streets, entrenched themselves in the 
noble ruins of ancient Rome, and made the city the 

Revolution 
of Rienzi. 

battle-field of endless civil wars. ' 
It was while Rome was afHicted with these dis~ 

13471'.D. orders that ':menzi, by his eloquence and enthusiasm, 
renved, for a brief period, the Roman republic, and, 
as ~ Tribune of the People,' restored peace and order 

. to 'the troubled State. But his power soon passed 
away, and anarchy resumed its revels.ll After his 
death, in order to protect themselves from the violence 
of. their nobles, and the lawlessness of the mob, the 

!!::n- Romans elected thirteen m~oistrates, called ~ bannerets,' 
one being chosen by each of the districts into which 
the city was divided. These magistrates, with a large 
armed force of citizens, coerced the factious nobles, and 
quelled the ,rapine and violence of the populace. A 
government, so constituted, was republican in form: but 
the Romans had never r~nounced the authority of the 

1lb5 ... .Do Pope; and after a few years his government was formally 

1 Sismondi, HUt. rh III Liberti eft Italie, i. 54-
• Ibid., Kilt. rJa Rep. Ital. v. 895, vi. 191. 
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resumed, first by his legate, and, on the return of the CHAP. 

Pope from Avignon, by his Holiness in person. WitIi ~ 
f fr ed d f li Ro t 1362 A.D. 

much 0 e om, an more o. cense, m~ canno 1376 A.D. 

be classed with the republics, or free States of Italy. It 
was ruled by the sovereign pontiff-at once prince and 
bishop-and, in the days of his supremacy, the union 
of ecclesiastical and temporal power ensured the sub
jection of a turbulent people to llli! dominion. 

The popes revelled in their' power like the tyrants The Popes. 

of ancient Greece, and the contemporary despots of 
Italy. They were ambitious, cruel, dissolute: but they 
were patrons of literature and art. They were surrounded 
by a gay court of churchIllen and nobles, more given 
to cynical unbelief than to priestly devotion. 

The decay of Italian liberty was marked by deploi- Social 

able social changes. In the free republics, the manly ~:!;~e
virtl.les, no less than the intelligence, of the citizens had. 
been encouraged. Acting together fOIl the common 
good, their patriotism and public spirit had. been con
spicuous. Anxious to secure the goodwill of their-com- . 
patriots, they had striven to win it by such .talents arid 
virtues as appeal to the sympathies of a free people-
wisdom in council, readiness in debate, cOurage in war 
or tumult, frankness in society, generosity in times of 
national trouble. But all was changed when tyrants ruled. 
Such merits, in a citizen, were crimes in the jealous eyes 
of his rulers. His steps were tracked by spies; and his 
life was threatened by perjury in the tribunals, or by the 
bow I or dagger" ot: the hired assassin. Openness and 
sincerity gave place to craft and perfidy. To be gener-
ous, was to attract the cupidity of the prince, and invite 
confiscation. And how could any virtue flourish under 
princes who presented examples of every vice, who 
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CHAP. 
VII. 

The 
tyrants. 

THE ITALI.L'i' REPUBLICS. 

attained power by treachery, violence and murder, and 
held it by cruelty and terror? Ambition now sought 
its ends by crimes an~ not by -rirtues. On their side, 
the people were driven to protect themselves, not by 

. open insurrection, but by secret conspiracies. . 
It were vain to pursue the fortunes of the Italian 

cities, after the loss of their liberties. Yet the character 
of the tyronts, by whom they were now ruled, cannot 
be passed over without notice. Those who dwell with 
most severity on the shortcomings of the republics, 
must admit the contrast which their history presents to 
the monstrous annals of the tyrants. They were nearly 
all usurpers. -whatever their O~o1nal title, whether 
they claimed to rule by hereditary right, by civil-Qr 
military office, by grant from the pope or emperor, by 
popular favour, or by usurpation, they assumed despotic 
powers, and governed wholly for themselves. They 
resembled the tyrants of ancient Greece, but surpassed 
them in cruelty, in treachery and wickedness. Their 
vices were gilded bya love of art and letters, which 
gave, encouragement to the genius of the Renaissance: 
by magnificent tastes, and many graces and accomplish
ments. But the infamies of such men as Eccelino, 
Gian Maria VISconti, Galeazzo Maria Sforza, Duke of 
Milan, Sigismomlo Malatesta, and Cesare Borgia eclipse 
the brighter memOliesof Italian despotism. Society 
continued to advance under the rule of tyrants: but it 
was tainted by crimes and vices, for which no parallel 
<!.'Ul be found except in the worst periods of the Roman 
empire.l . 

I For accounts of the tyrants, or despots, see Guicciardini, I3fONQ 

d'Italia; Machiavelli, FIAt. Fiormt.; Sismondi, Hist. tk$ Rep. Ital. 
ix.-xvi.; Villari, Lifa and Tima of Savonarola, ii 62; Symonds, ~ 
"nee (..4.ge oftha D~spoU). . 



TlJE TYRANTS. 321. 

Tyranny, everywhere hateful 'and pernicious, was eHA 

especially baneful in these small Stfltes. Its 'noxious '. V~I 
influence weighed upon society ~'COITllpting jts morals, 
destroying its public Spiritf and scathing it~ manliness. 

The tyrants were powerful and cruel: their subjects ~yrann 
• • old"" 

were oppressed and. illcapable of reSIstance. They were 
stained by every crime i and assa.Ssina~on .was the 
ready instrument of their ambition and their vengeance. 
Can we wonder that men, corrupted by such examples, 
smarting under a sense pf oppression and weakness, 
and inspired by traditions of .tyrannicide, should have 
been tempted' to slay tyrants, whom they were too 
feeble' to resist? There was no hope of popular in
surrections: the populace were pa.mpered bypriblic 
entertainments, by charities, and by indulgence to crimi
nals. Far from resenting the wrongs of their sup'erior&, 
they exulted over the severities by which their pride 
was humbled. They were inspired by no sentiments of 
justice and public virtue: ,they were ennobled by no 

, love of liberty; 'and they. were ever ready to lick the 
hands that fed them. ' Like the dre{s of Roman society, 
their only craving was for. 'panem et circenses.' 

The cultivateQ. classes could find no allies among a 
people so corrupted and debased.. They brooded ovel" 
their wrongs: they deplored the loss of their liberties: 
they saw their tyrants guarded by soldiers, favoured by 
the populace, and su~pohed by foreign alliances. 
Whence could they seek help? In the fervid studies 
of their youth, they had revelled in stories of Harmodius 
and Aristogeiton, of Timoleon and of Brutu§. These 
were the heroes of their imagination. In the sacred 
cause of freedom, tyrants had been smitten in Athens, 
in Corinth, and ill Rome ~ 'why not in Florence, iu 

VOL. I. y 
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CHAP. Milan, and in Genoa p. The shedding of blood w;iS too 
'--V ...... II_. __ .familiar to the Italians of the fifteenth century to excite 

terror or repugnance. . The sword was drawn, in 
private quarrels, in family feuds, in street riots. Armed 
retainers 'were ever ready for deeds of blood and 
venge~nce. Life ~as held cheap in those drtys : nlllrder 
was a pastime. When patriots and conspirators plotted 
the assassination of· tyrants, they were restrained by no 
sense of crime, by no scruples of conscience. In their 
eyes, th~ deed itself was righteous, and' even holy: 

Assassin .. 
tion of the 
Duke of 

. Milan. 

1476. 

ASSRSBin .. 
ti~n cf 
Julian de' 
Medici. 

nothing but its danger forbad it. . 
Conspiracies which sought the aid of the people 

failed. at Florence,l at Ferrara,' and at Genoa.-· But 
at Milan, the. personal· bravery 'and devotion of three 
heroic youths-Olgiati, Visconti, an~ Lampugnani-
&truck down the worst. of the tyrants, Galeazzo Maria 
Sforza, Duke of Milan. Having prepared themselves 
by prayer, .and practised the use' of the poniard, 
they slew this monst~r ·of lust and Cruelty~ in the 
church of St. Stephen., in the midst of his court and 
retinue. Two of the cOnspirato~s were· killed on the 
spot: but Olgiati fled and vainly sought to arouse the 
people to revolt. He was .seized and put to the torture .. 
'Released, for awhile, from his agonies, he dictated a 
confession which revealed an heroic love of freedom, 
and the noblest feelings of piety and patriotism. Having 
left this testimony to 'his (!Ollltrymen and to posterity, 
he expiat~d his crime by a revolting punishment-:-bis 
living flesh being torn in pieces with red-hot pincers.4, 

Two years later, the conspiracy of the Des pazze 

1 1470 A.D. t J.i76 A.D. I 1476 A.D. 

6 Sismondi, Hlit. deB Rip. ItlIl • .xi. 58 et leg.; Hist. de la Lib. en Italie, 
ii.110. 
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'was formed at Florence. It /I aim was the assassination 
of the brothers Lor~nzo and Julian de' Medici. It waS 
prompted by no.loye o{liberty, but by family jealousies 
and personal wrong: it was encouraged by the Pope: 
Salviati, Archbishop of Piaa, was one of the chief 
conspirators: .its blows were stnlck in c4urch, during 

. the elevation or the host, and' priests were found to 
dare this sacrilege, from . which tmconsecrated mur
dfl!"el's shrank in horror. Julian de' Medici was slaiD..: 
but his brother Lorenzo escaped: the conspiracy failed, 
and the people rose against the' conspirators.!' In this, 
as in every dangerous deed of. blood, there was br\lte 
courage :' but; no touch ot heroism. 

Tyrannicide was extolled as a patriotic 'virtue; but 
was practised by selfish conspirators as well as by 
patriots.l . Public honours were paid to Donatello's 
statue of Judith tlie tyrannicide, erected at Florence, 
with the inscription, 'Exemplum salutis publicre cives 
posuere.' While such a spirit prevailed in society, 
tyrants lived in constant dread of assassination. 

Such was the state of Milan, Genoa, Pisa, Sienna, 
Bologna, and other old republics, at the commencement 
ofthe fifteenth century. ' Venice escaped a tyrant, but 
was' governed by a close oligarchy--cold, cunning and: 
tmscrupulou~which equally repressed the public vir
tues of Venetian citizens: 
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1478. 

Florence. stood alone -in her liberties and public Florence 
. F • h had b . h ~ in the "mue. or two centunes s e een t e loremost fifteenth 

example and champion of Italian freedom, and her I:Ilntury. 

1 Machiavelli, I8t. FioT. book viii. ch. 1, 2 ; Sismondi, Hut. des Rep. 
Ital. xi. 87 et 8eq.; Hut. de la Lib. en Italip, ii. 112-120. 

I Symonds, Renai88ance, 99; Machiavelli, Dis-orsi, iii. 6; Guicciar
dini, 01" Imd. ii. 63 et 8e~. 
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glories were ever increasing. In 1381, the chief powel 
of the State fell into the hands of the Albizzi family, 
who retained it for upwards of fifty years. But theiJ 
power was not a tyranny: they respected the rights oj 
the people, and maintained their long ascendency by 
their talents and public virtues. If practically here
ditary, it was yet conferred by popular suffrage. Under 
their rule, Florence attained eminence in literature and 
art, and extended political influence in the' affairs of 
Italy. But at length, in 1434, they were overthrown 
by their wealthy rivals, the Medici. The manner in 
which power was wrested from one powerful family, 
and transferred to another, illustrates the character of 
Florentine democracy. 

The Florentines had retained, fr?m the earliest times 
of the republic, the right of assembling in the great 
square of the Signoria. Such assemblies, distinguished 
as 'Parliaments,' resembled the ancient meetings of 
citizens in the Greek agora, and the Roman forum. 
They were open to all comers:' there was no test of 
citizenship; and their votetJ were declared by acclama
tion. They were the ready instruments of every revo
lution. In 1433, Rinaldo, the last of the Albizzi, by 
the aid of a Parliament, secured the banishment of his 
rival, Cosmo de' Medici. But in the following year, 
Cosmo expelled, by the same means, the family of the 
Albizzi and their adherents, and established himself in 
power.1 The choice of the people proved, ultimately, 
fatal to their liberties. Cosmo de' Medici, himself the 
leader of the democratic party, was scarcely content 
to be the first citizen of the republic. His princely 
wealth and great influence emboldened him. to aspire 

1 Sismondi, Hist. del Rep. Ital. ix. M-45. 
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to higher dignities, and a more permanent authority for 
his family. Living with royal: splendour, surrou,nded 
by artists and men of letters whom his patronage 
encouraged--munificent beyond example, he towered 
high above all his rivals. \. For more than thirty years 
he ruled over Florence. His powers were those of 
a dictator, renewed from time to time: his rivals were 
banished from the State; and his own adherents were 
placed in all the magistracies. His own dominion 
was secure, and he provided fqr the succession of hUt 
family. But, however great ,his personal ascendency, 
the forms of the Florentine constitution were maintained. 
There were still a gonfalonier, and eight priors of arts : 
the laws were submitted for popular sanction, as of old: 
but the power ll.n~ spirit of the democracy had died 
out; and the rule of the oligarchy was lmdisturbed. 
The wealthy Medici and the able Capponi, who was 
long associated with 'him, 'represented the prosperity 
and . the 'sta.tesmanship of Florence. 'fheir ascendency 
in Florentine society went far to' assure their political 
power: but they strengthened themselves'by those arts 
of corruption which are generally resorted.to by govern
ments seeking to mask their authority undeJ:" the dis~ 
guise of popular institutions. They secured the attach
ment' of citizens who might have been leaders of the 
people, by entrusting' to them the goverp.ment of sub
ject cities, and other lucrative offices, and by inequitable 
imposts, which spated the rich and laid heavy burthens 
on the poor.' The power of the oligarchy was further 
maintaine9. by the banishment of dangerous rivals; and 
this odious exercise of 3J.·bitrary power was left to the . 
, I Philippe de Commines speaks of him 88 I homme digne d'astra 
nomme entre las tres-grans! Mem. vii eh. 5. . 

, Sismondi, Hillt. de la Libet1.e /III Italie, ii. 81. 
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poplllar Parliament, which did the bidding of its ma&ters. 
The people were ,conciliated by. prosperity, and by 
pOIJular games and entertainments, which-after the 
fashion of the Greeks and Romans-the profuse liberality 
of the Medici provided~ They had lost their liberties: 
but they were prosperou~, merry, and contented: 

,At the death of' Cosmo, in 1464f his son Peter suc~ 
ceeded him, as by hereditary right; and, overcoming 
the res~ance of a pop~lar party, led bY' his rival Lucas 
Pitti, continued the family rule, which, notwithstanding 
bis own weakness, was now assured. At his death,in 
1469, he was S\lcceeded by his two sons, Lorenzo 'and 
Julian; and on the assassination of the latter, in 1478; 
Lorenzo 'Pegan to assUme the title of Prince of Florence, 
or M~onificent Signor. He also 1D-ade. an ess'ential 
chmge in the constitution; by inducing a Parliament to 
transfel; its powers to ,a council. of seventy, entirety in 
his interests. Th,e glories of- the Medici culrpinated 
under Lorenzo, who was distinguished as much by his 
patromige of literature and the arts, as by his magnifi
cence. In contributing to the splendour~ of the' city; 
and cultivating the artistic taste of .its. citizens, he was " 
the Pericles of Florence.' He used his ·vast· fortune, 
like. the public treasury, for the common good: he en
riched· the capital with pictures,. statues, m~lS', and. 
rareroannscripts : he helped the learnEld with his patron-:
age and his friendship, printing' their works; and asso
¢ating himself with their labours: h~ encOlrraged artists 
with a liberal hand, while he honoured their 'calling, 
and inspired their genius, by welcoming them' tQ the 
refinements and cultivated society of his princely court! 

1 Machiavelli, Ilt. Fior. boOK viii. ch. 7; Roscoe, Life of litrtm:O de' 
Medici, ch. vi. viLi Von ReumQnt, LifelJj LOI'enlltl de' Medici, book ii. ch.'6, 
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But he wholly changed the republic, as well in its c~i1~· 
political constitution, as in its external relations. Its ~ 
liberty was nearly at ~ end i and the citizens, corrupted 
by luxury,.. had. ceased to respect' it. In its foreign 
alliances, it was no· longer On the side of liberty and 
free republics: but Lorenzo, a prince. and ruler of Ii. 
subject people, was henceforth .the ally of the King of 
Naples, and other· enemies of Italia,n freedom. Liberty, 
.in truth, was already nearly eXtinct through~t ~taly. 
It was at lengtb lost in Florehce j. and the ,only other. 
cities still nominally republics were Venice, Sienna. and 
Lucca, all governed by.close o~aarchies. ' 

.- Before the death of Lorenzo, in 1492, a movement, Sa ... ona

led by the Dominican monk Savou"arola., against the' :~·;"1492 
vices which his splendour had encouraged, and· in .A.D. 

favour of a reSU;ratioll of libertYf had already .. com..' 
menced; and, under his son Peter, ~t burst forth ,anQ. 
drove the fmnily· of the Medici. out of Florence. 
Savonarola was at once a religious and a political 1496-1~8 
reformer-of the Puritan type of a later age.. He con .. .A.D. 

demned the frivolous pleasure-seeking society' of Flo--
rence,1 which seemed to hav:e embra;ced the philosophy 
of Epicurus, rather than the teaching of tI!e Church ~ 
he rebuked them for exchanging their ancient· liberties 
for classical culture, the arts, and the luxurious enjoy-
ments of life. He e~orted them to a religious revivals 
and political regeneration. . 

A pure democracy . was the basis of.his political 
reform. . Declaring that the people had been betrayed 
by the magistracy whom they had: chosen, he summoned 

I • y~ur life,' he said, • is p888ed in bed, or gossip,'in promenading, in 
orgiea and debauchery.' See Villari, Life mul Ti71U'~ of Savoruzrola; also 
P. de Commines, Mem. vili. eh. 19. 
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CHAP. all the citizens to a share in the government. Eight 
Vll. h dr -...,-..... " un ed citizens assembled in a general council, which 

1498 A.D. 

The Medici 
iestored. 

Fall of the 
republic. 

assumed the sovereigilty of the St~te. But the enthusi~ 
asue monk, moved' by. visions and divine revelations, 
was not a reformer qualified to. restore the liberties of 
Florence.· The movement which he led was religious 
rather than political; and Savonarola himself fell a 
victim to fanaticism and re~ous hate.· 

The short-lived revolution of Savonarola was' soon. 
followed by other political changes. -Florence, sur
rounded by enemies, found her ever-changing -magis
trates tmequal to cope with the dangers to whieh the 
State was exposed j and, in 1502, she elected a gdnfa
lonier for life, like the Doge of Venice, who was invested 
with dictatorial powers. It was the most important 
reaction from. republican principles that Florence had 
yet sanctioned by law:, but Peter Soderini, who' was 
first elected to the office,· did not abuse his powers, or 
encroach upon the liberties' of the people. In the midst 
of wars and troubles, the Medici were recalled in 1512; 
and their restoration completed the ruID 'of republi
can institutions in Florence. They returned, in league 
with the Spaniards, to phmder and oppress their own 
countrymen. They were driven out again in 1527, 
when the republic was restored for a short period: but 
in 1530, it was finally crushed by the united forces of 
Charles V. and of Pope Clement VII" a Medici, who 
conspired with foreign enemies 'against his own noble 
country, ,to which his family owed all their greatness: 
Sad was the fate of Florence. Her new ruler, Alex
ander de' Medici, was nominated by the Pope, and he 
came to govern tmder a monarchical constitution decreed 
by the Emperor I The enemies of the Medici were' 
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tortured, put to death, or banished, and the citizens CHAP: 

ted . S' I h VII, subjec to a rapaCIous tyranny. IX years ater, t e --.-
tyrant was himself assassinated ; but other tyrantS' ruled 
after him, as Grand Dukes of TUScallY. Florence was 
no longer a republic, even in name; but was subject to 
domestic tyranny and foreign dominion. 

Meanwhile the forces of alien enemies were devas- Devasta-
. Ital Fr ch S 'h G S· .II tiohof tatmg y. en, paDls;. ermans, WlBS ,anu Italy. 

Turks were let loose on the fair Italian cities, plundering, 
burning and destroying. In a civilised age, and a refined 
society, they introduced the warfare of savages: some
times putting garrisons to the sword, and extorting 
booty from the inhabitants by torture. War, pestiJ.ence 
and famine were now the heritage of that glorious, land 
which had revived learning in Europe,. an9- had taught 
other nations the arts of civilisation. Italy; in the days 
of her republican liberties, had taken the 'lead -in 
European culture: she was now to fall under the yokE! 
of foreign 'conquerors less forward' in the race of human 
progress than herself. It was the destiny of that fair 
land to be invaded by Northern hordes, and to lose" again' 
and again, the fruits of her intellectual and social pre
emibence. 

For' six-and-thirty years the Italians Suffered so Its poIiti

maby calamities that the civilisation of four centuiies was. 't~n~ubjec~ 
nearly f:lffaced; and in '1530, the countryhad beCome 
helpless in the hands of Charles V. It was now destined, 

, for more than three hundred years; to be under the 
yoke of the foreigner. Italy no longer belonged' to the 
Italians, but to the Germans, the French, the Spaniards 
and the Swiss. 

The separate existence of the republic of Venice was su~val of 

maintained long after the other Italian ,republics had Vewce. 
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CHAP. fallen. Her power was diminished, indeed: but her 
• V~I. • politic rulers contrived to 'sustain her independence. . 

Her constitution, however, became less and less free, and 
her oligarchy more narrow. The'Silent and secret 
Council of Ten ruled the State with the unity, and in the 
spirit, of a single tyrant. It was cruel, arbitrary and 
corrupt, and its administration, as it became more venal, 
grew less. capable and ~igorous. With justice perverted, 
the finances' disordered, the troops neglected, and the 
provinces oppressed, the State showed all t;he symptoms 
of decay. And in this. condition she lingered, 'until she 
fell into the han9s of Napoleon Bqnaparte, in. 1797 .. At 
one time given, up to Austria, and then recovered' by 

1805. France" an~ incorporated in Napoleon's kingdom of 
,Italy'; and, at a later period, again restored to Austria ; 
sh~ was the sport of war and conquest, lmtil at length 
it hecame her lot to be ePlbraced in the new cOnstitu
tional kingdom of }taly, under, Victor E~manuel. 

SAD One other rep-q,blic must not be passed. wholly' with-
Marino. . 

out notice. The little town or village of San MaIino, 
high '!1P on a mountain in .the' Romagna, was too insig
nificant to play its part in the general history of the 

. Italian' republics: but if the smallest of these free StAtes, 
it has been blessed with the longest enjoyment of its 
ancient liberties and i~dependence. It .was too small 
to tempt the ambition or 'usurpers; and while the 
political glories of its 'more powerful rivals have passed 
away, it still flourishes as: a singular exainple- of· the 
medireval republic.1 

Review of Such was the chequered history of the Italian ra
~:~~: publics. They ,yere a singular political phenomenon,. 

1 Sismondi speab of it &8 'dtlrobe ~alement aux usurpations, et ,. 
l'histoire:~Ht8t. de la Lib. era Ital. ii. 244. • 
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in the midst of inedireval Europe. The cultivatio:r;t of CHAI'. 

th~ir citizens, :and their struggles for liberty, in ap'age ~II. 
when it was unknown in other realms, claim the admi-
ration of posterity. ~ut the ~tate of society, and the 
political consfitiou of Europe,' forbad the success of 
democratic institutions.; and if there is much to admire 
in the history, of. these· celebrated cities, there is. yet 
more to condemn and to regret. Whatever lJ}.easure of 
freedom 'they enjoyoo, WaIl rUined by the strife o~ their 
citizens, and the jealousies and ambition of their neigh-
bours. Fre~dom won at . such a cost was, indeed, a. 
doubtful blessing., . , 

The disdrder1t, factions, and, intrigues of the Italian ~he repub

republics have been paIlsed in review, together with. ::'':i'';itb 
h · I' B·' h h his fEb fi despotisms. t ell" g ones. ut l ... It ' t e tory 0 urope, e qre ' 

us, from the tenth to the sixteenth century, who shall 
:say tha~.thesep,:~e Stat,esl with all their grievous short
comings, w~re not superior ill civilisation, and so<;ial 
virtues, to the- coarse feudal 'principalities, and military 
monarc}Ues of the Middle Ages? AblUldant morals 
may. be drawn from the tale of these ceiebrated com
munities, unfavourabl'e to liberty: but before they are 
cOQdemned with tQo harsh a judgment, we should recal 
the crimes of' despotism" and the wrongs it has inflicted 
on humanity.1 , 

For three centurie1t it continued to be the destiny Later tor

of Italy to be overrun by foreign troops; and Napoleon's ~~:;. of 

memorable: campaigns brought a large part of her soil 
under the dominion of France. Every previous invasion 

J • Souvent c'est la liberte qu'on accuse des 8Oufi'rances et des crimes 
qul ne furent dus qu'a l'oppression. Certes, ce n'etoit pas dans une repub
lique, qu' Eccelino livroit jusqu'aux enfant& a ses bourreaux, ou que .Tean 
Viaconti chassoit aux hommes avec dtlS chiens courans.'-Sismondi. Hist. 
de.9 Rep. ltnl. Iutro. 
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had served to crush her political liberties: but revolu
tionary France proclaimed the freedom of her people"; 
and Napoleon, in his great scheme of Italian conquest, 
provided equal laws, a just administration, freedom of 
opinion, and popular control over the taxation and 
government of the country. On the fall of that great 
conqueror, Italy reverted once more to Austria, and all 
her political privileges were· lost again. 1 There was 
often a spirited resistance' to foreign rule and oppres
sion; and at length, Victor :Emmanuel, Garibaldi and 
Napoleon ID. restored liberty and independence to 
united Italy. Under the enlightened rule of Victor 
Emmanuel, the Italians have recovered their ancient 
franchises; and the republics of: the Middle Ages live 
again in the free municipalities of a constitutional 
monarchy.' 

" 1 See Botta, L'Histoire d'Italie de 1789 a 1815; L'Histoire de findi-
p~e de rItalie. " 

• , Italian political institutions are modelled on those of the French; 
yet such are the tendencies and traditions of this old Latin people, that 
while in France everything ainls at the consolidation of the Central 
Power, in Italy everything leads to the development oflocal self-govem
ment; and this instinct acts with the greatest strength in those commu
nities in which the seeds of the old liberties of the Medireval Free Cities 
had attained the greate"st development, as in Milan, Venice, Bologna, 
Florence, &c.'-Gallenga, Italy Revi8ited, p. 217. 
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NAtuRAL FE&l'VRES OP SWrJ:ZERLA.ND-IT8 EA.RLY mSTORY-PEUDALISK 

-TO GROWTK OP TOWNS--rllll POREST CA.NTONS-BBGINlIJNGS OP 

CONPlIDElU.TIQlf--tlTR17GGLES POB PR)!EDOK A.ND lNDEPBNDEJfCB"'

ITALUl'I A.ND 8Wl88 LIBERTIES COJlfA.RED-EA.RLY CONSTITUTIONS OP 

TlIlI CA.NTONIJ--I'BJNClPLES OJ!' CONPEDERATIOlf-TBli PEDBRAL OOlf

elTl11TlON. 

FROlI this rapid sketch of Italian liberties, we may now CHAP. 

pass to the political history of Switzerland, which pre- . V~II. , 

sents some of the most interesting examples of pure ~emsm:ra.cy 
In Wltzer-

democracy, in its simplest forms, and of carefully con- land. . 

trived and durable republican institutions, to be found 
in the annals of Europe. 

The natural configuration of Switzerland is such as to Natural 

promote a love of freedom, and independence, in its in- ~:=_ of 

habitants. Everywhere mounttlinous regions have been land. 

favourable to a free and manly spirit in· the people. 
Even in the East, the. warlike hill tribes have been less 
"Subject to despotic iw.e than the milder races dwelling 
in the plains. . And in Swiezerland, all the conditions 
of a mountain life are congenial to freedom. No 
race of men can dwell amidst its mountains, its preci-
pices, its rocks and glaciers, its avalanches, and its 
mountain torrents, without being strong,. brave and 
resolute. The dangers and hardships which they 
hourly encounter, brace their nerves to enterprises of 



334 SWITZERI,.AND. 

CHAP. hardihood and daring. The patient, toil, fly which 
VIII. th . diffi 1 • '" ey must wnng a cu t subsistence from the mOlill-

tain steeps, makes them industrious, frugal, and pro
vident. In their mountain homes, their life is sin.lple 
and patriarchal. Nor can they' be insensible to the 
enn:obling influences of th~ sublime scenpxy by which 
they are surrounded. . ' 

The Alps. The grandeur of the A~ps is nQt such as to appal 
and to terrify: it inspires no sense of helplessness in 
the beholders. Their clou~-capped summit~ are awful 
in their mysterious shrouds of darkness: the sudden 
thunder, crashing amidst' overhanging precipices,' is 
often terrible in its shock: but the general aspects of 
nature are cheering and encouraging. Her sublime 
works are Calculated to arouse sentiments of devotion, 
of patriotism, and of valour: but they are not so 
tremendous as to cause dread and despondency. • The 
dangers and obstacles of the Alpine regions are for..: 
midable: but they are I'lUch as the courage, skill and 
ingenuity of man can overcome. The mountaillS are 
lofty and precipitous: but safe and convenient passes 
ha~e been found practicable; and paths· have been 
everywhere contrived, tIpon these giddy heights, over 
which the village maiden treads without a thought of 
danger. The rushing torrents are loud imd furious, 
in their descent to the valley: but they have been' 
bridged over by stone, and timber; or perhaps by the 
fallen pine; and the peasant-boy sings cheerily as he 
strides across the foaming stream. Such obstacles as 
these serve but to sustain the strength and courage of 
the people, and to teach them to wrestle manfully with 
dangers. 

Grc9.t are the varieties of climate', in Switzerlmd; 
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according to the elevation and, aspects of·different parts CHAP. 

h ~~ of the countty-from t e· perpet~al snows of· Mont ~ 
Blanc and the J ungfrau, . to the vine-clad slopes of ~!~:.~ 
N eufchatel and Lake Leman,: but within'the habitable 
regions of the Alps, the climate is generally temperate~ 
healthful and invigorating. All the conditions bf this 
favoured land are conducive to the vigoar and. manli-
ness of its people; . and its history bea.rs witness to their 
valour anit their freedom. 

Such being the character of the Swiss people, the Ge?gra~. 
. . 'h' f h Al hil . phlca! m-great mountain cams 0 t e ps, w e servmg as cid~nts of 

barriers against foreign S~ates, and encouraging a spirit ::~~
of· national independence, have, at the same time, di-
vided the country, by natural boundaries, into numerOUB 
local communities, widely separated from, one another. 
To these physical causes may, in great. measur~ be 
ascribed the nationality of the Swiss, and the rise of 
independent Cantons, which have played. so great a 
part in their history~ . 

From early times the hardy mountaineers of the Early in

Alps were renowned for the4- bravery and indepen..: ~~~:dence 
dence. When Rome was in its highest military glory; SWlSS. 

its armies, under the Consul Lucius Cassius, were 111 B.C. 

routed by the Helvetii, on the shores of Lake Leman: . 
The C"Onsul himself was· slain, and hostages were givert 
up by the retreating Romans.\ Such- was their love of 
liberty, that Orgetorix, a popUlar military leader, ~eing 61) 2.~ • 
. suspected of the designs of an usurper, died by:pis own 
hand to escape their vengeance.ll 

1 Miiller, KISt. deB Suiasu, i. 71 (Ed. de Boileau et Labaune). This 
remarkable bistory has been contioued to our own times by the labours of 
M~et, Gloutz-Blozheim, Hottinger. Vulliemin, and Monnard. 

I Ibid. 83. . 
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VIII. d 

a escent upon the fertile plains of Gaul: but the in 
Their in-
vasioo or vasion was ill-timed and disastrous. Julius Cresar wa; 

Gaul the, Roman pro-consul; and routed and drove then 
back, With fearful losses, into their native mountains. 

Bec:ome Admitted as allies of the great republic, they w~e SoOI 
w~oom~ • 
the Roman afterwards absorbed mto the Roman, Empire: thei] 
Empire. h' dr . th 1m·l . n yout were awn mto e pena anmes: r..omar 

tax-gatherers were busy -in the mountain farms anc 
chal.ets; and all offices were filled by Romans.' 

Switzer
land over
run by 
Northern 

For centuries the Swiss continued under the yokE 
of the empire, and when that tottering fabric wru 
falling, 'therr country was overrun by hordes of Bui-, 

(09 A.D. gundians--a Vandal race from the, Oder and thE 

(50 A..D. 
VLStula, These were succeeded by muptions or Ale-
manni, Ostrogoths, and Franks; and the division oj 
Switzerland into German and French-speaking races i:
to be ascribed to these early settlement.'! of differen1 

500-936 tribes from Germany and Gaul.3 Falling at length 
A..D. 

Feudalism 
estab
Ji:lbed. 

under the dominion of the Frank kings of the Mero-
vingian dynasty, Switzerland, in some measure, shared 
in the liberties which distinguished all the German 
tribes. They claimed the right of electing their kings, 
from the house of Cloris, and of choosing their own 
military leaders. Un<ier Charlemagne they partook of 
the benefit.'! of improved education, which that en
lightened emperor encouraged throughout his extended 
dominions. 

During this period, feudalism had been rapidly 
growing up; and Switzerland, like other part.'! of 
Europe, came under the rule of military chiefs and of 

I Miiller, H"18t. det s.u-.. i. SJ:.-I04.. 
I Ibid. i. 100-186. I Ibid. i. 187-219. 
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powerful bishops and abbots holding fiefs from the CHAP. 
VIIL 

crown, while the people generally were :reduced to the ~ 
condition of serfs.l With little change in the laws or 1039 A.D. 

-conditions of society, Switzerland now passed into the 
_ hands of the German emperors.2 In no country were the 
feudal nobles more powerful, or more oppressive, than 
in Switzerland. The greater dukes and counts domi. 
nated over the lesser nobles; and scourged their neigh-

-bours with constant exactions. They were subject to 
little restraint from their distant sovereigns; and
crowning the rugged heights of this land of mountain 
and valley with their fortified castles, they were ever 
ready for war and plunder. The lords of the Church 
were scarcely less powerful; and while shrewdly 
extending their abbey lands, they knew how to maintain 
all the rights of feudal superiors. Happily for the 
people, these great nobles, .instead of combining to 
secure their power, were perpetually making war upon 
one another; and barons and churchmen were divided 
by jealousies and rival pretensions. Their incessant 
warfare was training a brave and adventurous people 
to arms; while the vigour of a noble race, and the 
spiritual influence of the Church, w;ere promoting the 
civilisation of the people, and preparing them for 
the future assertion of liberty. 

From feudal subjectidn the Swiss gradually escaped, Gro~!> ef 

fir t b h fi . f'll . . . h f mumclpal 
S y t e ormation 0 VI ages, exerclsmg ng ts 0 privileg .... 

self-government andjudicature, under a ?lO,qltt, or bailiff, 
and secondly by the foundation of walled cities, and 
the growth of a burgher class with municipal privileges. 

_ 1 Miiller, HiM. de8 SUWe8, ii. 25, 181 j Planta., HiM. of the Helvetic 
-Conled. i. 88-101; Daguet, HiM. de la ConI. SuiBae, 39. 

S Planta, HiM. i. 102. < • 
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SWITZERLAND. 

These rural and urban municipalities continued to 
assert their own rights, and to maintain them against 
the feudal lords. In Switzerland, as in Italy and other 
cOlmtries, the towns became rivals of the territorial 
countS and of the Church, defending themselves from 
oppression and affording protection and citizenship to the 
vassals ,of the neighbouring chiefs. Peopled by the manly 
races of the neighbouring mountains, their burghers were 
brave, resolute and independent. Enriched by industry 
and thrift, while their warlike neighbours were ruined by 
feuds, by costly state and troops of armed retainers, 
they grew, in course of time, to be the dominant powers 
in Swiss society. They enjoyed also the favour of the 
German emperors, to whom their allegiance was more 
assured than that of the ambitious counts. And as 
the power of the territorial lords declined, the country 
became associated with the towns; and the urban and 
rural districts together assumed the form of Cantons. 

Late in the eleventh century, Switzerland was 
assigned, as a fief, by the Empflror to the dukes of the 
house of Zceringen. These princes still further favoured 
the fortification of towns, and the municipal privileges 
of their inhabitants. Among the most powerful fami
lies of Switzerland were those of Savoy, Hapsburg, 
Kiburg and Rapperschwyl. They showed little jealousy 
of the towns which were under their patronage, and 
contributed to their revenues. Moreover each town 
had its separate interests, and, as yet, there was no 
approach to a confederation threatening the general 
influence of the nobles.1 And thus the towns con
tinued to grQ"",", and flourish, without any discourage
ment from their princes and feudal lords. The towns 

I Miiller, Hiat. ii. 357 D"S"'ul HiRt. 85-.Ql. 
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taxed and governed themselves, and attracted from the CHAP. 
VIII. provinces crowds of citizens anxious to share their -..-...-

security, their freedom, their privileges and their 
lucrative industry. Justice was administered by elected 
magistrates, and. the personal liberties of the citizens 
were jealously guarded by law.. Simple little re-
publics were thus established throughout the .valleys of 
Switzerland. Of the towns of this period, Fribourg 
and Eerne are among the most distinguished.2 

And while towns were thus growing in fr~edom and Rural 

power, the rural inhabitants of other districts, though cantons. 

more exposed to the domination of feudal chiefs, were 
not less resolute in the defence of their franchises. 
And notably the people of Schweitz showed their Schweitz. 

independence by a successful contest for their rights 1144 A.D. 

against the abbot and monks of Einsidlen. 3 'The 
renowned people of this little vaHey, who claim descent 
from Scandinavian settlers,' were destined to give their 
name to an historic State. All their traditions are those 
of freedom. The whole people,-freemen and vassals 
alike,-were accustomed to assemble: they elected a 
chief magistrate, and jurors, for the settle~ent of 
disputes amongst themselves; and they consented to 
contributions for the public service. In course of Uri and 

time, the adjacent valleys of Uri and Unterwalden, also ~:l:~. 
opening upon the forest lake of Lucerne, became 
peopled from the same and other races, and were dis
tinguished by similar customs. And, at length, those 
kindred communities grew into the three forest 
cantons" 

I Miiller, Hilt. deB 8'UWeII, ii. 299 et .eg. 
I Ibid. 805, 813. 
I Miiller, Iii&!. iii. 144; Planta, Hilt. i. 175. 

• 

• Plant&, Eittt. i. 168. 5 Ibid. i. 172-174. 



346 SWITZERLAND. 

CHAP. Confederation alone was now wanting to raise the 
'. viII: political influence of the towns; arid an example of 
~~~~~ such a system was set by the league of the forest 
ation. ' cantons of Schweitz, Uri, and' Unterwalden, which 
The forest, •• 
elintons. dates from an early penod.1 This modest league of 

nrral ca.ntons, inhabited by mountain peasants, with
out a single city within their precincts, was the origin 
of the Swiss Confederation. The country generally 
was still in vassalage to its feudal lords: ,but these 
remote valleys had already acquired rights of self
government without disturbance from emperor or 
baron,-' electing their own chief magistrate or 'Land-

, amman', and their judges, and deciding all questions 
affecting the interests of the commune, by the unani
mous vote of a general assembly of the people.2 

Democracy It was the simplest form of democracy recorded in 
in the 
forest the history' of the world. Without the intervention of 
cantons. 

chiefs, or priests, the hardy mountaineers assembled, 
in the open air, made laws for their own governm.ent, 
and swore to observe them'- These assemblies were as 
primitive as those of the ancient Germans, described by 
Tacitus; 8 and they were far more free. They met, 
not at the bidding of kings and chiefs, nor to give 
assent, to their counsels,: but as equals, having common 
rights and interests 'in their beloved canton.· The men 
who thus met together, - to discriss the affairs of their 
country, were homely peasants, who tended their own 

I According to P~nts, ,th~, confederacy of the three forest cantons, 
Schweitz, Uri and Unterwalden, 'bears date from the most remote period of 
their existence, and was fra.med long before they knew how to commit it 
to writing;' Hist. i. ~O. In 1291, this league was reduced to writing; 
ibid. j. 222. . 

~ Miiller, Hist. del SuMleJI, iii. 13-17; Plants, Hist. i. 169, 170. 
8 See supra, p. 223. 
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cows and goats, upon the mountain-side, and, by patient CHAP. 
VIII. 

industry, raised frequent crops from. their narrow -.....---
patches of soil, hemmed in by rock and glacier. They 
stood in sight of their mOlmtainhomes,and heard the 
familiar bells of their own cattle, as they grazed on, the 
overhanging heights. Such a gathering was that of a 
Swiss village community, not of a State. With less 
pretensions than the assembly of a Greek city, it 
represented an agricultural democracy, such as Aristotle 
commended. Yet was each of these forest cantons an 
independent State, having its own laws, entering into 
treaties of alliance, and sending forth its armed men to 
battle. ' 

Famous in the middle ages, for their simple customs, Its uu-

, these little cantons'remain, toth(l, present day, examples ~~;:.briUg 
of a pure demoeracy~such,as~poetamigh,t iIIlllgine, and 
speculativephiloeophers design. ,Their narrow bounds, 
their scapty' population, their straitened industry, and 
their geographical isolation have combined to per
petuate· the same unchanging society, and the same 
primitive institutions, from generation to generation; 
and a curious traveller may now witness a parliament 
of Swiss peasants, differing little in manners, or in 
habits, oolll their forefathers of the thirteenth century, 
and deliberating with the same rude simplicity. It 
affords a rare study in politics: but it stands alone, and 
unapproachable. On a wider field, and with a more 
complex society, no such a polity would be possible. 
The wildest zealot of democracy could not hope to 
imitate it: the most timid conservative need not dread 
its dangerous example. It differs ~sentially from a 
city democracy, influenced by the close association 
and passionate impulses of numbers. Its spirit is 
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SWITZERLAND. 

selious, earnest and tmchanging: it clings to ancient 
customs and institutions. The pe:isants of Schweitz 
and Uri are faithful to their traditional democracy, 
just as the Tyrolese are loyal to their emperor. Both 
alike hold fast, with a reverent sense of duty, to the 
customs of their forefathers, and the laws of their 
country. 

The power of this forest league was greatly increased 
by the patronage of Count Rudolph of Hapsburg, who 
gladly availed himself of their aid against his rivals-the 
phmdering counts and prelates by whom the country 
was ravaged. l Resistance to their feudal chiefs was 
the main object of the association of these cantons; 
aud they were the first to acquire the right of holding 
their fiefs directly from the .emperor.2 When elected 
to the Imperial throne of Germany, Rudolph confirmed 
the charters of Lucerne, Soleure, Schaffhausen, Mul
hausen and other towns, which were henceforth to play 
their part in the history of Switzerland. Such towns 
as ZUrich, Basle and Berne, having the privileges of 
free Imperial cities, continued to grow in power, wealth 
and freedom; and constituted municipal republics. At 
Berne and other towns, all householders had the privi
leges of burghers-even serfs after a year's residence 
unclaimed by their lords-and chose annually a chief 
magistrate and council. New laws, taxes, and questions 
of peace and war were decided by a general assembly 
of the commune. So proud were the Bernese of their 
freedom, that they called it their honour.s 

These towns were more capable than the mral 

1 l\Iiiller, HUt. iii 151. 
I Morin, Hut. Pol. de la Sume, i. 15. 
I Miiller, HUt. iii 48-65 i Planta, Hilt. i. 182. 
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districts of resisting the counts and barons by whom CHAP. 

they were surrounded: but, in order to make their ~ 
resistance more effectual, Berne, Fribourg, Bienne and 
Neufchatel entered into an early alliance for mutual 1249-1290 

• A.D. 
protectIOn. 

On the death of Rudolph of Hapsburg, the three First 

forest cantons, dreading an invasion of their liberties, ~:enOf 
d h · . all' d . the forest renewe t err ancIent lance, an swore to Its per- ·cantons. 

petual observance; and its conditions were now, for ~~r.st I, 
the first time, defined in writing. They swore ·to assist 
one another, against all who should do violence to 
either of them, or impose taxes, or design wrong to 
their persons or goods: to refer their disputes to ~bi-
tration, and to enforce the decisions of the arbiters; and 
to pursue murderers to death. At the same time, they 
reserved their allegiance to their feudal superiors, on 
all lawful occasions. Such was the simple scheme of 
association, which was as complete as the circumstances 
of the times required.1 It was a treaty of alliance, 
rather than a confederation: but it formed the basis of 
future leagues, upon more comprehensive principles. 
Two months later, ZUrich entered into a similar alliance, 
for three years, with Schweitz and Uri.2 

These defensive alliances were not entered into too Struggle. 

fi h . d fi I' h of the soon, or t e freedom of SWltzerlan : or ear y In t e Swiss for 

fi h 
freedom. 

ourteenth century Albert, Count of Hapsburg, t e 
most powerful noble in Switzerland, and recently 
elected emperor of Germany, began to encroach upon 
the liberties of the free cantons. This is a memor:' 
able period in the history of Switzerland, illustrated by 
,Ule traditional episode of William Tell and Gessler. 

l Planta, Hl3t. i. 222 j' Morin, Hiat. i. 20, 334 j Daguet, Hiat. 112. 
I Morin, Hiat. i. 22. . 
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The cantons of Schweitz, Uri and Unterwalden flew 
to arms, and resisted the oppression of their nilers. 
In the remarkable words of the great Swiss historian, 
'They judged that a sovereign,lmjust towards a vassal, 
ceased to be himself protected by justice, and that 'it 
was lawful to employ force against him.' 1 Such senti
ments as these foreshadowed the momentous revolu
tions of Europe in succeeding centuries. :And when, a 
few years later, a further attempt was made to bring 
them lmder the yoke of the Empire, the brave peasants 
routed the Imperial army under Leopold, Duke of 
Austria, in the celebrated battle of Morgarten.2 The 
three victorious cantons, having renewed their league, 
upon the principles of mutual defence, liberty and justice,3 

were afterwards joined by Lucerne, Zurich, Glarus, Zug 
and Berne, which, each in their several ways, had been 
advancing in wealth, cblture, power and political 
liberty.· Thus was established the memorable Swiss 
Confederation.1i Ever maintaining its warlike spirit and 
love of freedom, this league upheld its independence, 
in 1386, against Duke Leopold m. of Austria and a 
confederacy of 167 spiritual and temporal lords, whom 
it overthrew and routed, with heroic courage, in the 
memorable battle of Sempach.6 By the decree of 
Sempach, concluded not long afterwards, the eight 

1 Miiller, Hilt. d68 SUUs68, iv. 9. 
I Ibid. iv. /)). Hallam caJls the battle of Morgarten the Marathon 

of Switzerland • 
• 8 Ibid. 63. The confederate cantons agreed that they would I not 

accede to any tJ'eaty or negotiation with foreign princes or States, without 
the previous consent of the whole body;' and I to aid and protect each 
other with their lives and property;' Plsnta, Kilt. of the Helvetic Coo
fea /II'ation, i. 281. 

• Miiller, iv. 180-327. • Ibid. iv. 851-447. 
• Ibid. v. 285 et .ell. i vi. 8. 



PROGRESS OF CONFEDERATION. 345 

cantons agreed to preserve peace among themselves, to CHAP. 
VIII. 

uphold each other, and in war to unite their banners ---..--
against the common enemy. 1 The several cantons cOn- 1393 A.D. 

tinued free; and enlarging tPeir territories by conquest, 
by surrender, by purchase and mortgage,' strengthen-
ing their alliances, and associating with themselves· ~~~ate 
other cantons, at length consolidated, early in the sSta~t of 

WI zer-
fifteenth century, the independent confederate State of land. 

Switzerland. The feudal sovereignty of the emperor 
was not indeed renounced: but it was merely nominal. 
The power of the nobles had greatly declined; 8 and as 
their property was gradually acquired by the towns, 
they came to reside within the walls, and were accepted 
as burghers. At the same time, schisms in the Church. 
of Rome, by weakening the power of the abbots, con
tribut.ed to the freedom and independence of the. 
cantons.' 

The Swiss had fought bravely for their liberties and Other 

maintained them. Each canton was independent in alliances. 

its own laws and administration: but was allied to its 
neighbours for mutual defence, and for affairs affecting 
their common welfare. The conditions of the league 
were altered from time to time: but its main principles 
have since been constantly maintained. Outside the 1398-1412 

limits of this confederation, friendly alliances were also A.D. 

formed, with other towns, and rural districts, and with 
feudal lords, and princes of the Church, which further 
contributed to the growth of a nation, out of the 
various elements of Swiss society. 6 And sometimes 

1 Pla.nta, Hilt. ii. 11. 
• Morin, Hilt. i. 66, 60; Da.guet, Hilt. 164. 
B Pla.nte., Hilt. ii .. 27. 
6 Miiller, Hilt. v. 178; Plante., Hif. ii. 70-9~. 
I Morin, Hilt. i. 62-67, 78. 
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alliances were formed between particular cantons, and 
neighbouring towns, for more effectually resisting the 
aggression of princes and abbots.1 But the central 
authority of the confederation was weak, and the 
union of the cantons incomplete. No provision had 
been made for the repression of wars between rivaJ 
cantons, nor for the restraint of separate alliances with 
foreign powers, which endangered the independence· 
of the federal State. These defects in the constitution 
of the league were fraught .with serious evils to the 
welfare and political stability of the cOlmtry. 

While the liberties of the people were threatened 
by emperors and princes, the cantons were united in a 
patriotic resistance to foreign aggression : but when 
they had overcome their common enemies, their union 
:was weakened; and local ambition and jealousies 
began to embark them in contests as injmious to their 
prosperity as to the spirit of freedom.' Their alliance, 
which had secured victories over powerful feudal lords 
and foreign enemies, did not restrain them from staining 
the fair valleys of their fatherland with the blood of 
their own countrymen, and compromising the interests 
of their country by partial alliances. But the moral 
influence of the league served to restrain these cantonal 
disorders, which, however deplorable, did not arrest the 
ultimate consolidation of conflicting local communities 
into a united nation. Thus a civil war between Zurich, 
Berne and Lucerne, and the rural cantons, was averted 
by the interposition of the deputies of the eight cantons, 
who assembled at Stantz, and agreed. upon a covenant 

1 e.g. Mulhausen, Schaf"hausen, and Toggenburg,1466, 1468,1469; 
Morin, Hut. t 94. • 

I MUller, viii. 573 et .eg. 
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which bore that name. This treaty of alliance formed CHAP. 
VIII. 

another step towards a more perfect confederation. --.--
The eight cantons engaged to use no violence towards 
one another, and to afford mutual assistance against all 
assailants: to discourage and repress disaffection and 
revolts in any of the cantons; and to punish every 
person who, without permission of the legal authorities, 
should assemble popu1ar meetings, or make proposals 
calculated to promote tumu1ts or disorder. 1 In their 
zeal for public order, the allied cantons were even ready. 
to sacrifice the liberties of the people. 

At the end of the fifteenth century, Switzerland Victories 

h d b ·d bl ·1· I· of the a ecome a conSI era e mlltary power. ts armIes c?nfedera-

won three signal victories over the renowned Charles tlon. 

the Bold of Burgundy, and shattered the dominion 1476. 

of that ambitious prince! A few years later, by vic-
tories scarcely less decisive over the Emperor Maxi- 1499. 

milian, they secured their national independence. . Still 
acknowledging a nominal fealty to the Empire, they 
no longer dreaded encroachments upon their terri-
tory or their political liberties. They were henceforth 
free from the jurisdiction of the Imperial Chamber, 
and from contributions imposed by the Germanic Diet. 
The union of Basle and Schaffhausen followed, and League of 

th h I f h hir 1 d B thethirus t e eague 0 t e t teen cantons was comp ete. teen can-

Some years later the prowess of the brave Swiss against ~~~t 
the French, in the battle of Marignano, obtained for • Perp~t~a1 
the confederation' the perpetual peace' with France, ~=ce~lth 
which placed these two countries in almost uninter- 1515. 

Tupted amity for three hundred years.' This ,may be 
1 Gloutz-Blozheim. HUt. de la Coof. SuisBe, ch. v.; Morin, HUt. i.131, 

357 (Piece jUlti/icntive, No. 19). 
I Philippe de Commines, Mem. v. ch. 1. • 
• Gloutz-BIozheim, HYt. ch. ii. 4 Ibid. ch. iv.; Daguet, Hi8t.2li9. 
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accounted the most brilliant and honourable period in 
the history of the confederation. Its achievements are 
worthy of comparison with those of Greece and Italy, 
for heroic bravery and love of freedom. 

Italian and And here we may pause to compare the destinies 
Swiss 
liberti<& of Italy and of Switzerland. The liberties ofthose two 
compared. 

countries were developed, at about the same time, and 
in the like manner: but their history presents some in
structive contrasts. The history of the Italian republics 
is more brilliant than that of the Swiss cantons. The 
genius of the Italians surpassed that of the Swiss, and 
has left memorials which their humbler neighbours, 
dwelling among the Alps, have never aspired to imitate. 
But their annals are disfigured by perpetual feuds, 
by civil ,vars, and by revolting crimes. They present 
some noble examples of confederation, like the Lombard 
League,! and the Florentine alliance of republics,2 in 
defence of Italian liberties. But' their general history 
is that of narrow jealousies, and exhausting wars be"'
tween rival cities, and of incessant conflicts of nobles and 
burghers. Hence the liberties of the Italian republics 
were short-lived. They fell under the intrigues and 
violence of nobles, the encroachments of wealthy 
citizens, the force of despots, and the dominion of 
kings and emperors. The history of the Italian repub
lics is like that of the republics of Greece: it is the 
history of a past age, of singular institutions which 
flourished for a time, and were long since overthrown; 
of a soci~ty of which there is no living example, and 
of a political life which it is difficult for our own gene
ration to realise. 

But the history of Switzerland is that of a confeder-
• 

I Supra, p. 29'J. I Supra, p. 307. 
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ation of free cantons, uniting city and rural communities CH~P. 
. I ·din t fi . VIII. m a common eague: proVl g a once or separate ~. 
autonomies, and for confederate union and govern- !;;:rJ!r .. 
ment: ensuring mutual protection, and a national tion. 

policy: seeking to avert wars between rival cantons; 
and uniting their patriotic forces against foreign 
enemies. By this wise and politic union, the little 
cantons of a poor mountainous country-though too 
often waging war upon one another-formed them-
selves into an honourable European State, which, for 
centuries, has been Jlble to maintain its independence, 
and to withstand the aggressions of powerful neigh-
bours. The Italian republics have long since passed 
away: the confederation of Swiss cantons is still a 
prosperous State, in the full enjoyment of its ancient 
franchises; and holding its place among the great 
family of European riations. Its history is still being 
continued before our eyes; and its ancient polity is 
cherished 1>y a livi,ng people. With the Italians, as 
with th~ Greeks, divisions were the cause of weakness 
and ruin: with the Swiss, union has been strength, and 
national life, and enduring liberty. 

The fortunes of Switzerland may be further con- Fortunes of 

trasted with those of every other European State. Muni- r.=::-;;,
cipal franchises were common to Italy, Spain, France, ~~~~ with 

Germany, the NE'therlands and England, as well as States. 

Switzerland; and in all these cotmtries they have per-
(ormed a part, more or less important, in advancing 
the constitutional privileges of the commonalty. But 
everywhere they have been subjected to the· general 
authority of the State. By far the greater number of 
city communities never asserted any but municipal 
privileges; and such as, at any time, assumed sovereign 
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rights, were, sooner or later, reduced to subject munici
palities, if their franchises were not wholly withdrawn. 
They became the prey of despots, or were subject to 
the dominion of kings and emperors. But in Switzer
land alone, the town and rID'al communities, originally 
invested with no more than the privilege~ of municipal 
self-government, and subject to powerful feudal princes 
and monarchs, gradually acquired sovereign rights, and 
maintained them unimpaired; while, by confederation, 
they shared the power and dignity of a larger State. 
Elsewhere, feudallsm o.ercame the politicalindepen
dence of municipalities: in Switzerland, feudalism itself 
was overthrown. 

Constitu- The constitution of most of the Swiss cantons was 
tions of the 
several origm' ally that of the simplest form of ancient demo-
cantons. 

Fifteenth 
century. 

cracy. All citizens were equal in political rights: 
they met in public assemblies, without distinction of 
persons, and by the voices of the whole body elected 
their magistrates, declared their laws, and decided upon 
peace or war. Magistrates were chosen, for short 
terms, and returned into the ranks of simple citizens, 
without ambition, or claim for past services. Such 
primitive simplicity, however, could not long prevail, 
except in a few of the rural cantons, where it is still to 
be found tmchanged. In the larger cantons, increasing 
population, and the advancing importance of public 
affairs, outgrew this type of constitution; and the 
people, tmable to govern themselves directly, elected 
councils of delegates, reserving to thems~lves, however, 
a sovereign power of assent or dissent, in their general 
assemblies.1 

The military organisation of Switzerland was not 

1 See infra, F. 895 u 'eq. 
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less democratic than its political constitution. The CHAP. 

commander of the cantonal forces, and the banneret, ~ 
or standard bearer, were appointed by the State: but!!~=:tiC 
the captains were elected by the communes; and a =y~ the 

committee of burghers. sate with the military chiefs on 
the council of war. Nay more, the troops themselves 
were often consulted upon questions of peace and war, 
and claimed for their votes an authority at least equal 
to th1.t of the State. 

With the advance of society, the equality of citizens, Influence 

in these republics, could not long continue. The nobles ~~~:s. 
who had taken up their residence in the towns, generally 
became the natural leader! of the people. Trained to 
arms and horsemanship, accustomed to command, and 
generally of higher accomplishments than the trading 
burghers, they were chosen here, as in Italy and else~ 

where, to the fore;most places in the magistracy and in 
the camp. Here also wealth bred a new nobility, who 
aspired to the honourable ambition of political power, 
and whose services to the State were recognised in the 
continued influence of their descendants. 

In course of time, the constitutions of the different Constitn-
• • tions of the 

cantons assumed vanous forms; and, m the fifteenth cantons. 

century, some had become aristocratic, some were of a 
mixed character, while many continued purely demo-
cratic. 

Berne, the leading' canton of the confederation, was ArlsfD-
cratic 

originally an aristocratic republic, having been founded cantons. 

as a refuge :(or the inferior nobility, from the oppression Berne. 

of the powtll"ful counts. l Peasants, artificers and 
tradesmen flocked from the neighbourhood into the 
town, and constituted the order of citizens, or 

J Planta, Hist. iii. 121. 
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c:rtr. burghers. 1 Forming themselves into guilds or abbeys, 
'--.-- they secured many privileges, and were eligible to the 

• highest offices : but they generally concurred in the 
election of members of the patrician families, who had 
been the founders of the. city. As the powerful 
families became extinct, the higher burghers took 

. their places: but they contiimed to acknowledge the 
~cendency of the nobles who were st!ll left to them, 
and whose courage, virtues and patriotism, secured the 
confidence of the people; and foremost among these. 
were the family of Erlach.2 . 

At the head of the republic was the avoyer, or 
advocate, a magistrate of great power, and active 
authority, Two avoyers were elected for life: of 
whom one only exercised the functions of the office; 
serving alternately for a year. The daily council, or 
senate, consisting of twenty-seven members, was an' 
active executive body, and prepared the business for the 
consideration of the great council. The great council 
was the sovereign assembly, which, though called the 
council of two hundred, consisted of a larger number. 
It comprised the avoyers, the senators, and officers of 
State, and their nominees: the remaining members 
being elected by the guilds.s . 

Lucerne. Lucerne was governed by a senate of thirty-six 
members, and a council of sixty-four, chiefly composed 

\ . / of nobles: but some burghers were admitted at every 
Fribourg. 

election. At Fribourg, the burghers elected the 
avoyers, and other chief officers: but the <?Ouncil of two 
hundred was selt-elected, and chosen from seventy-one 

1 Planta, Hi8t. iii. 122. 
I Miiller, Hi8t. de, Suwea, ix. 19:1. 
I The manner of election was very complicated, being partly by 

ballot, and partly by lot.-Planta, Kilt. iii. 120-136; Morin, Hist. i. 38. 
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patrician families. The senate consisted of twenty-four. CHAP. 
. VIIl. 

The elections were conducted by a singular method -..-..-,...... 
known as the third ballot. the electors not knowing . 
for what candidates they voted. Soleitre was ruled by Sole .. ..,. 

a council of one hundred and one members, of which 
n~mber thirty-five constituted a senate. All the officers 
were elected by the council, which filled up vacancies 
in its own body, from the general roll of the burghers. 

These four cantons may be called generally the Rule of the 

aristocratic cantons, the chief power being lodged, by nobles. 

their constitutions, in the patrician families.1 These. 
ruling families had acquired their power, not like the 
Italian nobles, by force and' violence, but by social 
influence, and by politic and artful changes in the 
popular C~lstoms of their cantons. Nor did they often 
abuse their authority. Their rule was mild and equit,... 
able; and while they encroached upon the franchises 
of the people, they administered the government with-
out oppression, or wrong, and generally in the interests 
of the commonwealth. It was their chief reproach 
that they were not proof against corrupt temptations, 
to which the relations of foreign powers, with the 
Swiss cantons, and their own irresponsible power, too 
often exposed them. 

The constitutions of ZUrich, Basle and Schaffhausen Mixed coo

were of a more mixed ~haracter: the nobles and people stitutioos. 

being admitted, wit.h more or less equality, to a share in 
the goverament. The senate and council were elected 
from the burihers, at large, in their respective tribes;' 
and burghers of the lowest order were eligible to the 
highest offices of the canton. In ZUrich and Basle, 
however, elections to the offices of State and to the 

I Planta, HUt. iii. 161, 162. 
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council and senate, were so contrived as to prevent the 
burghers from acquiridg ascendency; .At Zfuich. the 
encroachments of the nobles had provoked a revolution 
in the fourteenth century, under the guidance of Rudolf. 
BrlID, who, in extending the privileges of the guilds, 
secured for himself the office of burgomaster for life,· 
and the chief direction of public affairs. .At Basle, there 
was . no nobility; for that canton, like many of the 
Italian republics, enraged with their nobles, had 
banished many of that order, and had forced those who 
remained to renounce their titles and patrician privi
leges: 1 but the social class to which they belonged 
were still able to hold a foremost plrtce in the govern~ 
ment of the canton. .At Schaffhausen, the rights or 
the burghers were secured, by a more open system of 
voting: but the influence of the upper classes was so 
considerable, that this republic is not to be reckoned 
among the purely democratic cantons.2 

Geneva was not yet a member of the confederation, 
but its early constitution may here be noticed. It was, 
in theory, democratic, the sovereign power being vested 
in the general assembly of the citizens and burghers: 
but there were grave inequalities in the privileges of 
different classes of the people. Citizens by birth, were 
qualified to hold all the offices of the State: burghers 
by purchase were eligible to the council, but were not 
admissible to the senate, nor to any of the higher 
offices of the republic: a large class of' natives,' long 
resident in the city, were denied all political rights; 
and another class of ' inhabitants,' were equally ignored 
as members of the commonwealth. .With such invidious 
privileges and disabilities as these, Geneva must be 

1 PllUlta, Rist. iii. 163. I Ibid. iii. 16~-164. 



DEMOCRATIC CANTO~. 355 

classed among the cantons having a mixed constitution.1 CHAP. 

And at a later period, we shall find it acquiring, more ~ 
and more, the character of an aristocracy. 

Six 'cantons were pure democracies. The old Democratic 

forest cantons of Schweitz, Uri, and Unterwalden cantoWl. 

retained their primitive customs. Every male of six-
teen years of age enjoyed the franchise. Their meet-
ings were in the open air: they were opened with 
solemn prayers, and oaths of fidelity: they elected their 
magistrates and deputies to the general diet, and they 
were sovereign in all the affairs of their little States. 
Zug, Glarus, and Appenzel, with some variations of 
custom, were no less democratic. 

The most singular constitution was that of the Thp. 

Grisons, in which principles of individllalliberty and G.isvns. 

independence were carried further than in any historical 
example. Every little hamlet resting in an Alpine 
valley, or perched on mountain crag, was an indepen ... 
dent community, of which all the members were 
absolutely equal-entitled to vote in every assembly, 
and qualified for ev&y public function. As in the 
population of the Grisons there was a great diversity 
of languages, and, after the Reformation, a di1ference 
of religions, the separation of these hamlets from the. 
ordinary intercourse of neighbours made their political 
independence the more complete. Each hamlet had 
its own laws, jurisdiction, and privileges: but several 
were lmited into a commune, without prejudice to their 
separate rights. These communes, again, were united 
into larger districts, resembling other Swiss Cantons, 
under a landamman, or land-voght; and, lastly, these 
districts formed part of a league, which maintained 

1 Planta, HiM. iii. 192. 
4.&2· 
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diplomatic relations with other States. Rhretia was 
divided, in the fifteenth century, into three of these 
Leagues, each of which had its own general assembly; 
and all three were represented in a general diet. l 

This div~rsity of constitutions was due, in Switzer
land! as in ancient Gret!ce, and medireval Italy, to the 
various conditions of society, in the severalcanto~s. 
In some of the towns the nobles having settled, in con
siderable numbers, and having multiplied their con
nections, easily acquired the greatest influence. In 
others, where trades and handicrafts prospered, and 
where the patrician families were weakened by wars 
and migrations, the burghers secured a large share of 
political power. The character of the society generally 
determined the nature of the government; and it will 
be seen, hereafter, that as further changes arose in the 
society of many of these towns, similar variations were 
also observable in their constitutions: some becoming 
more aristocratic in their government, and others more 
democratic. 

In this enumeration of the cantons, it cannot fail to 
be remarked that, contrary to historical experience, the 
rural cantons were the most democratic. In other 
countries, it was in the towns that democracy was 
most developed. They were the first tf) overthrow 
tyrants, to overcome nobles, and to secure the influence 
of the general body of citizens. In Italy, and else
where, they had secured freedom while the adjacent 
country was still held in close vassalage by feudal 
lords. But in Switzerland, these rural cantons were 
among- the first to assert the equal rights of all the 
inhabitants; and they maintained their simple constitu
tions intact, while in many of the towns the burghers 

i Planta, lli~. ill. 163. 
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were gradually losing the privileges which they had CHAP. 
VIII. 

once enjoyed. --....-
The causes of the early rise, and permanence, of P~~ 

th ral d . b d· d· h condItions ese ru emocracles, may e lSCOvere In t e of these 

. peculiar circumstances of the cantons, in which they canton&. 

have flourished. Their simple customs arose naturally 
out of the primitive society of the country, nnd of the 
times. They were not founded ·upon any theories of 
equality: they were wholly free from abstract prin-
ciples of democracy. All the inhabitants voted in the 
assembly, because all were simple peasants: because 
all-were members of the same society, having common 
rights and interests. The great feudal princes, counts 
and bishops, maintained their sover~O"D.ty, and exacted 
their seignorial dues, but they did not condescend to take 
part in the assemblies of the commonalty. The lesser 
nobles, and landowners generally, sought security and 
ease in the walled towns; and traders and artificers 
naturally found· employment where there was the 
greatest concourse· of people. Hence the peasantry 
formed the principal, and almost the only society in 
these rural cantons; and they were left, without dis
turbance from other classes, to regulate their own local 
affairs. In early times, their insignificance secured them 
from any but oCCII.s~onal interference; and their jnde-' 
. pendence found protection in the mountains and lakes 
by which their territoJies were surrounded. 

Such being the circumstances under which these Their 
. . h b democracy rural democraCIes arose, theIr permanence as een conserva-

ensured by the same social conditions. The society of tive. 

the rural cantons has naturally advanced: but it is 
still mainly agricultural and pastoral; and it is com
paratively remote from foreign influence. Hence the 
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-inhabitants of the rural cantons have been conservative 
of their ancient customs. They had inherited, from 
their early forefathers, the simple democracy of village 
communities; and they cherished and maintained it. 
If, in the development of society, there was less equality 
of classes than of old, community .of interests and local 
traditions still ensured respect for the time-honoured 
institutions of the land. The people of these cantons 
have been no less conservative in their religion than in 
their government, the greater number having continued 
faithful to the Church of Rome. Unchanging in their 
society, and in their habits, they are interesting ex
amples of a conservative democracy. 

Such being the various constitutions of the Swiss 
cantons, we may proceed to examine the principles of 
the confederation by which the greater number were 
united. Originally, it was little more than an alliance, 
offensive and defensive, between particular cantons; 
and until recent times, the union continued far too 
loose for the effective purposes of a confederation. Its 
main objects were mutual defence against foreign 
enemies, and internal tranquillity. The confederation 
had no powerS-either legislative, executive, or ad
ministrative-binding upon the several cantons: no 
federal army: no public treasury, or national mint: no 
coercive procedure: not even a. paramount authority to 
enter into treaties and alliances with foreign powers
some of the cantons having reserved to themselves the 
right of forming separate alliances with other States. 

The diets of the confederation being thus denied 
effeetive powers. assembled for little more than de
liberation, and concert in their undertakings.' The 
diets were ~eneral or special. The general diet met . 
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annually, in the month of July, and consisted of two CHAP. 

deputies from each o( the cantons, and from some of ~ 
their allies. Matters of importance were not finally 
decided by the diet, being referred to the determina-
tion of the cantons: but the discussions which were 
conducted by the several deputies, naturally promoted 
their ultimate settlement: A considerable jurisdiction 
was exercised by the diet over the judicature and the 
ml\;,aistrates of the several cantons. 1 

Special diets were assembled for the discussion of Special 

religious affairs, and other matters of public concern. diets. 

Sometimes these diets comprised all the cantons, some .. 
times only a certain number of them specially interested 
in the subjects of discussion. A general control was 
further exercised over the cantons, by special commis-
sions known as syndicatures; and by a system of arbitra-
tion, for the settlement of disputes betw!;"len different 
members of the confederation. 

Much later in the history of Switzerland, when its The Deren

independence had been recognised at the peace of l~~a1~.D. 
Westphalia, the confederation adopted an arrangement 
called the 'Defensional,' by which, in case of urgent 
danger, the diet could call upon the several cantons to 
supply troops for the defence of the confederation, in 
such numbers as were stipulated. Articles of war were 
framed for the discipline of the combined forces: the 
appointment of officers was provided for; and ex~nsive 
powers were vested in a council of war, for the general 
direction of the army. This was the nearest approach 
yet made towards the establishment of a fedel"al army, 
for the general defence of the whole country: but it 
appears to have been rarely resorted to.1 

J PlanlB, HUt. iii. 172-176. , Ibid. iii. 78, 178-179. 
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The conditions of such a confederation as this were 
obviously imperfect. A sufficieqt central authority Wa.<! 

wanting: the independence of each canton, in matters 
affecting the whole country; was too much respected: 
intestine wars could not be averted; nor could united 
action be maintained in presence of foreign powers. 
The difficulties of union were greatly increased by the 
Reformation, which alienated the Catholic and Pro
testant cantons, and introduced divided counsels into 
the confederation. National unity was needed, to 
perfect the uses of confederation. This consummation 
was reserved for a later period: but in the meantime, 
the confederation, however imperfect, was unquestion
ably the .source of ~eat strength and political im
portance to the Swiss, as a nation. Its moral authority 
exceeded its iegal powers; and where coercion could 
not be attempted, the deliberations of trusted deputies 
brot~ght a public opinion to bear upon the several 
cantons, and persuaded where it could not command 
obedience. The merits of the confederation cannot be 
doubted. Through its influence, the Swiss, instead of 
being divided and overcome, like the Italian republics,' 
secured 'their natio~al independence. 

Such Wa.<! the political state of Switzerland after five 
centuries of national development, and defensive war
fare. At the beginning of the sixteenth century, it was 
an independent federal republic, r~nowned in war, and 
distinguished for its ancient political institutions. The 
cantons exhibited a.<! many forms of republican govern
ment as ancient Greece--olio<73.rchies, aristocracies, 
polities, or mixed constitutions, and pure democracies; 
and all were members of a free confederation, which 
had attained the dignity of a European State~ 
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SWITZERLAND (continued). 

SWISS JlBBCBlI'ARY TROO1'8-POLITICA.L CORRUPTION-TlIJI REFORMATION, 

AND ITS BE811LTB-CONrINUED mCRnsJl OJ!' OLIGARCBlES-TBJ: 

J!'REliCll RBVOLl1rION-rllJl lIELVmIC RBPUBLIC-rO AO'r OJ!' )[E])I

ATION-TBJ: l!'EDlIRAL PAct OJ!' II:H5-A.RI8rOCRATIC RJaCTION

RBVOL11TION8 OJ!' 1830-TlIJI SOllDlIRB~BJ: OON8TIl'UTION OF 
1848-4111'188 DEMOCRACY. 

HAVIXG surveyed the early political institutions of CHAP. 

Switzerland, we must now advert to some social changes ~ 
which gravely affected the character and destinies of ~~:'~es. 
the Swiss people. 

The bravery and military prowess of the Swiss, MiIi~ary 
originally encouraged by their resolute spirit of inde- sernce. 

pendence, was soon to assume forms less creditable and . 
patriotic. Changes naturally came over the warfare of 
different ages. In early times, the princes and counts 
had led their armed vassals to war·; and the stout 
burghers of the towns had formed an effective militia, 
for local warfare. Standing armies were lmknown; 
and every permanent form of military service was 
repugnant to the free spirit of the people. The feudal 
vassals were bound to no more than a limited service; 
and the burghers were only called out on occasions Qf 
pressing danger. When the wars bf the Swiss cantons 
assumed more ambitious proportions, such conditions 
of military service became unequal to the necessities of 
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the State. The power of the feudal lords was being· 
continually impaired: while the demands upon their 
resources were increased. They could not command 
the . services of their vassals for sustained operations, 
or distant enterprises. . Still less could "the burghers be 
relied upon as professional soldiers. They had fought 
the battles of their country at home, with the bravery 
of their race: but they were indisposed to enter upon 
campaigns abroad. They were growin~ rich, and pros
perous: they had their own trades.and handicrafts to 
follow, in their native towns: they loved the·ease and 
enjoyments of pea.oe; and were ready to hire others, 
less fortunate than themselves, to be wounded and 
slain upon fOreign battlefields. 

Such being- the difficulties of military service, an . 
attractive field of enterprise was opened to a class of 
military adventurers, already known in Italy; as. con
dottieri. In the fourteenth century, these dashing and 
unSCTIlpulous soldiers of fortune fOlmd their way into 
the valleys of Switzerland, and readily fOlmd fonowers 
among the brave arid warlike peasantry, already trained 
to arms, in the honourable service of their country. 
Ambitious and greedy, they fought the battles of all 
parties, in turn, and lived by plunder when not engaged 
jn war. They became a scourge to Switzerland, and a 
constant danger to her liberties. 

When the Swiss had been once seduced by these 
adventurers into military engagements, in which their 
own national honour and interests were not concerned, 
they were prepared for mercenary service, wherever it 
.was offered. TheiJ.'warlike spirit was at first sustained 
in the wars of the cantons, and in the defence of their 
country from foreign enemies; and when peace had' 
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crowned the heroic Iltnlggles of their countrymen for 
independence, they sought, in foreign States, the excite
ment and military glory which were denied them at 
home. In every war which desolated Europe, from 
the fifteenth century downwards, the youth of Switzer
land-impelled by poverty, by love of adventure, and 
by valour-were to be found, engaged as mercenaries, 
and fighting battles, in which their own country bore 
no part.! 

This mercenary service, demoralising in itself, led 
1? a form of political corruption fatal to public honour 
and patriotism. It was not enough that France, Austria, 
or the Pope should secure the services of independent 
Swiss sol~ers. These rival States were ready to bid 
high for the alliance of the cantons and their armed 
citizens; and even to buy statesmen and party leaders, 
as well as hireling troops. The voices of assembled 
magistrates and citizens were 100 often swayed by 
foreign gold. Democratic deputies became the pen
sioners of foreign kings; I and the Swiss were hurried 

I Philippe de Commineewriting, about 1465,in the reign of Louis XI., 
88YS, 'n avoit cinq ceDS Suisses a pied, qui furent lee premiers qu'on vit 
en ce royaume j et ont esM ceux, qui ont donne Ie bruit a ceux qui eont 
venus depuis: car ils se gouvemerent tree vaillamment en tous les lieux 
ou ils sa trouverent.'-Mem. i. ch. 6 j Daguet, HUt. 205, 206. 

I I La corruption par l'or etranger penetra chez lee deputes aux dietes 
federales: l'assentiment des peuples dans les cantons Cut obtenu par dee 
dons annuels d6cor8s du nom de pensions.'-Morin, HUt. i. 101. 

I La Suisse, sa re18chant de sea traditions de loyauM, adoptait ainsi 
une politique v6nale. Cessant de s'appartenir a elle seule, elle devint 
l'instrument de qui payait Ie mieux. Le courage Mroique d,e ses habitans 
et 88 gloire militaire masquaient seule sa decadence morale. Lea magis-
trate chargtla de la diri"aer, avaient accompli cette prostitution politique.'
Morin, HUt. i. lOS. See aleo ibid. 90, 100, 100--101. 

I La loi bemoise ne defendait pas BanS motifs aux membres du conseil 
de recevoir des dons. Pour mettre leur conscience a l'abri, Ies magistrate 
dl' Berne d6ciderent de ne plus f&ire lire a PBques, ni jurer l'ordonnanoe 
.~ l'acceptation des pr6sentli.'-Ibid. 112. 
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into wars, not for the safety or honour of their country, 
but as tools of the ambition and cupidity of their rulers. 
Such corruption was the source of social no less than of 
political ills. Men who had sold their country to the 
foreigner, were tempted to spend their ill-gotten wealth 
in luxury and self-indulgence; and their evil example 
tainted the simple manners of their cOlmtrymen. Nor 
could Switzerland hope to escape the penalties of in
cessant warfare,. even when waged abroad. Her 
soldiers maintained the reputation of their country for 
bravery; and were known, in every land, as the 
flower of European armies. They served foreign kings, 
but never forgot that they were Swiss. Yet, on 
returning· from the battlefields of Europe, they brought 
with them the vices of foreign camps-an lmsettled, 
and turbulent spirit, a loathing of honest industry, and 
an appetite for phmder.1 Had the Swiss been contented 
to defend themselves against aggression, and to hold 
themselves aloof from the wars of other States, far higher 
would have been their character as a people, and more 
noble thei,r example as a republican State. When it 
became, at length, the policy of the confederation to 
sell its soldiers to the service of rival States, and,. 

1 The ReCormer, Bullinger says :-' In these times it stood ill with the 
confederates, whom many princes and lords solicited secretly and openly, 
proffering and promising money, and mi,sleading sintple people who had 
heretofore known little of such dealings. Moreover, the confederates were 
divided among themselves-some being for the Papacy, some for France, 
and some for the E~pire: whereby the old simplicity aild brotherly 
love were extinguished, and the bond of the confederacy loosened. A 
lewd and wanton life was commonly practised, with gluttony, gaming, 
dancing, and all manner of wantonness, day and night, especially where 
diets were held, as at Ziirich, Lucerne, and Baden. The common people, 
in town and country, were drawn away from honest labour to idleness, 
lewdness, and warlike undertakings, and reckless and aJ>andoned habits 
thus prevailed everywhere.' 



CORRUPION. 365 

without honourable interest in their struggles, to traffic CHAP. 

in the blood of its citizens, it lost the dignity, while it ~ 
retained the' constitution, of a free State. Other scandals 
disgraced the mercenary warfare. Swiss soldiers were 
fighting against each other, in opposite ranks: nor 
could their fidelity be tnlsted: they were ready to 
receive pay from both sides, and to desert from one to 
the other. Thus they had been exposed to the dire 
reproach of having betrayed Ludovico Sfor~a of Milan 1500 A.D. 

to the King of France.1 

When once corruption is introduced into a State, it 9ther f 
lorms 0 

assumes many forms; and, in Switzerland, the pen- corruption. 

sioners of foreign kings were ready to enrich themselves 
by other means no less corrupt. At Berne, the rulers 
were accused of appropriating, for their own use, the 
revenues of the town; 2 and other cantons were subject 
to the same reproach. Even the administration of 
justice was tainted by the venality of judges. Rich 
and poor complained of unjust awards; and criminals 
purchased immunity for their crimes.s These wrong-
ful practices, .were general throughout the cantons, and 
the diet, itself compromised by corruption, for a long 
time, left them without a remedy. 

By such evils as these, the fair fame of the Swiss RdiscoeJigidons 
r s. 

was tarnished, their moral character cornlpted, and . 
1 The Swiss laid the .blame of this treachery upon the French, who 

had delayed the transmission of orders from the diet, to the Swiss 
troops in the French service, to lay down their arms at the same time as 
their countrymen serving with the Duke of Milan.-Morin, HUt. i. 152. 

, , Lea gouverneurs ne Be livrimt II ILUCun travail productif: ils aiment 
a garder Ie pouvoir, pour l'exploiter II leur honneur et profit, de sorte 
qu'lls emploient pour leur propre ILvlLntage, lea biens destin~s II IlL conser
vation de la ville, et de la bourgeoisie.'-Morin, HUt. i. 176, citing 
Anshelm-Vulliemin. 

. • Ibid. 177. 
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. CHAP. their national independence endangered, And while 
~~ their free institutions were thus brought into discredit, 

the disruption of their national unity was threatened by 
religious discords. . 

lo~::'~trOD The Reformation, introduced into Switzerland by 
in Switzer- Ulrich Zwingli 1 and extended by Calvin 2 occasioned 
land. ' , 

there, as in other parts of, Europe, the fiercest dis-
sensions. Some cantons adhered to the ancient faith, 
while other~ accepted the reformed religion. The in
habitants of many cantons were divided in oplmon; 
and the reformers, separating themselves into Lutherans, 
Calvinists and Anabaptists, raged furiously against one 
another.8 The political unity of the confederation was 
weakened, and the peace of the several cantons disturbed 
by these religious discords.4 

Divisions In these times, the ng' hts of conscience were 
among the 
cantollli. ignored by Catholics and Protestants alike. It was 

hela to be the duty of the State to force its own faith 
upon the whole body of the people. Zwingli, and the 
reformers of ZUrich, insisted upon the adoption of their 
new doctrines! and suppressed the ancient form of 
worship. In Catholic cantons, the Protestants were 
persecuted. To protect the exercise of the new faith, 
the' Protestant cantons 6 formed a defensive alliance; 

1529 A.D. while the Catholic cantons entered into a treaty with 
Ferdinand, Archduke of Austria, and King of Hungary, 
for the support of the Catholic religion.6 The zeal of 
Zwingli, in asserting the supremacy of his creed, pro-

1 Hottinger, Hist. de In Con! Suisae, 190 j Planta, Hist. ii. 365-374-
I Pla.nta, Hist. ii. 411. 
• Hottinger, Hilt. 277-299 j Daguet, Hist. 295. 
• Ibid. ii. 879-402 j Vulliemin, Hilt. de la COf!f. Suisae, livre viii. 
• Zurich, Berne, St. Gall, Basle, Bienne and Mulhouse. 
• Morin, Hilt. i. 188, 869, 870, 
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,·oked a civil war, in whieh the great reformer lost his CHAP. 

lire. ~ 
At the close of the period of the Reformation, seven The 

of the cantons adhered to their ancient Catholic faith : 1 ~=~:::eaD 
Berne, Basle, Ziirich and Schaffhausen had adopted th~ 1586. 

reformed religion; and Appenzel and Glarus recognised 
both.these forms of worship. By the Borromean League, 
or Golden Alliance, as it was sometimes called, the 
seven Catholic cantons recognised each other as 
brethren, and bound themselves to support the ancient 
faith, against the Protestant cantons. Switzerland was 
now divided into two religious lellouues, holding separate 
diets,-the one at Aarau, and the other at Lucerne ;_ 
and these assemblies, inflamed with religious zeal, vied 
with the political diets of the confederation. The 
Protestant cantons allied themselves with France; and 
the Catholic cantons with Spain and the see of Rome. J 

In Geneva, the e./fects of the Reformation were Reform .. 

pec~liarly important, and extended far beyond the ~:e~a. 
limits of that little State. At the beginning of the 
sixteenth century the bishop, and the Duke of Savoy, 
hereditary vidome,s were the ostensible rulers of 
Geneva: but its institutions were republican; and the 
four syndics, elected by the citizens, every six: months,. 
exercised the real government of the city. The Duke 
of Savoy having encroached upon the jurisdiction of 
the bishop, and the liberties of. the people, his office of 
vidome was- abolished, and in all civil affairs the city 
was governed by its own: citizens. 

1 These were Lucame, Schweitz, Uri, Unterwalden, Zug, Fribourg, and 
Soleure ; Planta, Hist. iii.. 3. 

a Vulliemin, Hist. livre Lxi.; Morin, Hut. i. 211 ; Daguet, Hut. 310. 
I J""1Cd domini. . 
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- . In ecclesiastical affairs the bishop and the clergy 
were still supreme. The bishop, however, was deposed 
by the refornling party; and Calvin soon established a 
clerical tyranny of his own, tmequalled in Europe. 
He constituted himself at once spiritual and temporal 
dictator of the republic. He was supreme in the 
council, and in the consistory; and in both he carried 
olit, with extravagant· zeal, and oppressive rigour, his 
puritanical scheme of life and morals. He punished 
heresy, and vice, and even levity, with equal severity. 1 

He may have introduced "into Geneva a simplicity of 
life -and manners, -favourable to republican institutions, 
but he was himself a hard, yet conscientious tyrant. 
When his personal rule had passed away, his scheme 
of religious discipline was undoubtedly republican. 
Its influence in bracing the human will to stern and. 
earnest purposes,-:-its stubborn resolution and self
reliance-akin to the philosophy of the Stoics,-con
tributed to form the character of the Genevese, to 
maintain the purity of their lives, to cultivate their 
intellect, and to stimulate their industry. The influence 

. of this severe faith in fostering a resolute spirit of. 
liberty and independence was perceptible wherever it 
spread-in other Swiss Cantons, in Holland, among the 
Presbyterians of Scotland, the Puritans of England, and 
the Huguenots of"France. 

It cannot be doubted that the Reformation contri
buted in Switzerland, as elsewhere, to the enlighten
ment of the people, and. to the maintenance of a spirit 
of freedom. If religious controversies provoked 
discord, they yet quickened the intellect of the age, 

1 Vulliemin, HUt. livre viii. ch. 8 i Guizot, St. Louil et Calvin; 
Daguet, HUt. 832. 
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and diverted the thoughts of men, from war, to the' CHAP, 

higher considerations ofreligion and morals, and to the -~ 
. ·1· . f N did h ~ fi Political ClVl ISIDg arts 0 peace. or t e relormers con ne results of 

their teaching to the religious instruction of their flocks. ~~:.!~ion. 
They also addressed themselves earnestly to the re
formation of· manners. They strove to overcome the 
corruptions that had found their way into Swiss society; 
a~d to revive the manly,. simple, and industrious 
character of the people. And, in dealing with political 
affairs, they condemned, in unmeasured terms, the 
scandals of foreign pensions, and the venality of those 
whom God had placed in authority over their felIow-
citizens. ' 

How far the earnest spirit of the reformers prevailed ~oeial ' 

over the corruptions which. they exposed, it is difficult ::'!nr;:'e
for history to estimate.. But their appeals were 
addressed to many willing listeners, who had long re
probated the misconduct of their rulers; and they en
couraged a higher conception of public morals. From 
the period of the Reformation, a general improvement 
appears to have arisen in the character of Swiss society. 
Foreign enlistments continued: but the wars of Europe 
no longer made so large a drain .upon the youth of 
Switzerland. The venality of rulers and magistrates 
may not have been wholly corrected: but complaints 
of abuses were less frequent; and more vigorous efforts 
were made to suppress them. Society was acquiring a 
healthier tone: young men devoted themselves to use-
ful arts and industries: learning was encouraged; and 
lawgivers endeavoured to discountenance that laxity 
of manners, which the free-lances of foreign courts had 
introduced. 

But in a political point of view. the Reformation. 
VOL. I. B B 
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'was the cause of the gravest evils, which continued long 
after the oli.ginal religious convulsion. To differences 
of race and language, and li.val interests among the 
Gonfederate cantons, were now added divisions of 
religious faith, and the conflicts of hostile churches. 
The warlike spirit of the Swiss had already led to 
frequent hostilities between the cantons; and when 
li.valries of Catholics and Protestants, fomented by 
foreign States, were added: to other causes of dissension, 
the strifes of cantons, which ought to have lived 
together in harmony, as fellow-countrymen, became 
more frequent and embittered. During the seven
teenth, and the early part of the, eighteenth century, 
these conflicts assumed such proportions as to resemble 
the wars of the ailcient republics of Greece.1 In the 
war of Toggenburg, the cantons ranged on either side 
are said to have brought no less than 150,000 men 
into the field: but ~hese struggles were happily brought 
to a close by the peace of Aarau, which lasted for the 
remainder of the century. 2 

Nor was it byreligious troubles only that the peace 
of Switzerland was disturbed. In the middle of the 
seventeenth century, a formidable insurrection of the 
peasants 'Yas provoked by the grievances under which 
they had long been suffering. When the towns had 
acquired terli.toli.es from the nobles, they had retained 
all the feudalli.ghts of proprietors of the soil; and the 
townsmen proved harder masters than the f~udal lords 
to whose interests they had succeeded.s These domains 

J Vulliemin. Hist. de la Conf. Suisse, livre xii. ch. 6. 
a bid. Hist. livre xii. ch. 7; Planta, Hi8t. iii. I-IIi!; Morin, Kist. 

i.225. 
s • [.e paysan, en passant SOUl! lea nouveaux possesseul'8, demeurait 

8ujet, et ne cessait pas d'etre attache &la glebe s'il1'6tait encore au moment 
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were administered by land-voghts, whose rule was too CHAP. 

d IL 
often harsh an oppressive. The democratic cantons, .--.--
so resolute in the assertion of their own freedom, were 
not le8S rigorous than the towns, in the assertion· of 
their feudal rights over the subject bailiwicks. At 
length, in 1653, the peasants of Lucerne, Berne, Basle, 
lind Soleure, goaded by heavy exactions, and other 
wrongs, assembled in armed bands, laid siege to the 
castles of the laDd-vogh~s, and committed many acts of 
lawless violence. But they were without discipline, or 
nlllitary resources: they had no skilful leaders; and 
their forces were mere mobs of sullen and excited 
peasantry. _ The confederate cantons made common 
cause against the insurgents ; and, after vain negotiations 
with their dele!ates, to avert bloodshed, easilyover-. 
came them. The disaffected districts were disarmed 
and fined for their offences; and several of the leaders 
suffered death and imprisonment. The peasant war 
was a transient danger to the State; but it revealed the 

- rankling discontents which decaying feudalism still 
provoked. For the present they were suppressed: but 
in future times the continued domination of the towns, 
and the unequal privileges of burghers and peasants, 
occasioned troubles more serious and revolutionary 1 

But, notwithstanding these civil and religious Increas!ng 
. I d . d d . . prospenty troubles, SWItzer an continue to a vance In SOCIal and of Switzer-

material welfare. During the seventeenth and eigh- land. 

teenth centuries, there was increasing prosperity in all 

de la cession; et meme Bon etat empu-ait en ce eens, qu'sppartenant i. un 
corps, et non i. un maitre unique, il ne pouvait plus esperer son sfi"rsn
chisement, des vues liberales d'un seigneur.'-Morin, Hist. i. 78. 

1 Vulliemin, Hist. de la Conf. Suisse, livre. xii. ch. 1; Daguet, Hist. 
407. 

BB2 
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the cantons. Their laws were generally good, and justly 
a,dministered. There were still occasional abuses: 1 but, 
on the whole, the moral tone of society was improved. 
The cantons provided generously for losses by stotm and 
flood: the poor were aided out of the cantonal funds ; 
and the towns founded many charitable establishments. 
Roads and bridges throughout these mountain regions 
were skilfully constructed and vigilantly repaired. 
The finances of the cantons were carefully and thriftily 
administered. In no country do we find better examples 
of public spirit, and of regard for the general welfare 
of the people. In the rural cantons, the peasantry were 
industrious, frugal and intelligent; and their homesteads 
models of cleanliness and comfort. In such cities as 
ZUrich and St. Gall, handicrafts were practised, with 
ingenious industry; and their citizens grew rich, and 
famous in the commerce of Europe.2 

Not without some corruption from increasing 
wealth, and from intercourse with the people of other 
lands, the great body of the Swiss nation retained, until 
the close of the eighteenth century, much of the sim
plicity of the free States of antiquity. Brave, hardy, 
prone to war and adventure, and ever ready to draw 
the sword for the land of their fathers, they were yet 
domestic, industrious and frugal. , 

Meanwhile, the relations of Switzerland with foreign 
powers were destined to exercise a considerable influ
ence upon its constitution and government. The 
nominal allegiance of the confederation to the German 
emperors was not finally renounced until 1648, after' 

1 As a.t Lucerne, where the trea.sury wa.s robbed in 1729, in 174g, , 
and in 1762; Daguet, HUt. 448, 

• :Mallet, Continuation of MUller', Hilt, xi. 402 tl ,ego 
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the Thirty Years' War, when its absolute independence 
was declared by the treaty of Westphalia. Austria 
and France had long been contending for a dominant 
influence in Switzerland: but from this period, France, 
which was the chief employer of its mercenary troops, 
lind was also its nearest and most active neighbour, 
gradually obtained a decided ascendency; and, partly 
by menace, and partly by liberal subsidies, directed the 
councils of the confederation. 
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realm, naturally encouraged the Swiss party which 
least favoured democracy; and the nobJes, who had 
been gradually enlarging their powers, profited by the 
influence of their great ally, to limit still further 'the 
franchises of the burghers. l Accordingly, during this 
long reign, the constitutions of some of the cantons 
were gradually converted into close oligarchies. 

In Berne, where the nobles had always been in the Be;"'e. 

ascendant, the entire administration had fallen into the 
hands of a few families,2 with whom it had become 
hereditary. Their exclusive power was sometimes 
resisted: but could not be overthrown. In 1749, a 
formidable conspiracy under Samuel Henzi was sup
pressed; and from that time the power of the nobles 
was not to be shaken. The old republic had become 
an oligarchy, and so continued until the French Revolu-
tion. 

Fribourg had been DO less exposed to the en- Fribourg. 

-croachments of a small nlling class-known as the 
secret families-by whom the whole power of the State 

1 Vulliemin, Ht8t.livre xii. ch. 6; Monnard, HUt. Intr. p. 8. 
S In the eighteenth century, these amounted to about sixty, while about 

two hundred more, divided into great and small famllirs, belonged to the 
iRme ratrician class. 
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was exercised. In 1684, it was even decreed that no 
other families could legally be admitted to this exclu
sive circle. There were discontents; and in 1781 an 
insmrection was provoked against the oligarchy: but 
that body was strong and resolute i and by the aid of 
Berne, Soleure, and Lucerne it overcame all opposition. 
and maintained its power until the French Revolution 
brought changes over the whole confederation.l 

The Calvinist republic of Geneva had been lmc1er
going similar changes. It had, indeed, been decreed, 
in its early days, that whosoever should propose any 
change in the constitution should suffer death: but 
many changes nevertheless ensued; and the greatest 
was the continued .rise of an aristocracy. Learning 
being pbrsued with greater success, in Geneva, than in 
any part of Switzerland, that <;ity became the resort 
of men of science and letters; and its society was re
markable for its culture. Its industry, ingenuity and 
commercial enterprise were constantly increasing the 
wealth and cultivation of its citizens; and of these 
the foremost natmally aspired to govern. In Geneva, 
as in other towns, there was a fashionable quarter. 'Its 
, West-End' was called the 'Upper town,' in which 
dwelt the families who began to call themselves patri
cian. The members of these families alone composed 
the council, and governed the State. Such a govern'
ment could not fail to provoke discontent; and the 
burghers of Geneva often clamomed for I:t restoration 
of their ancient rights, and offered resistance to their 
rulers. 

The struggles which ensued, in this little common
wealth, are not without instruction. FQr the greater 

1 Daguet, Hist. 468-472. 
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part of the eighteenth century, a cultivated and pros- CHAP. 

perous community was convulsed by political discontents, ~ 
which eventually led to the extinction of its liberties. 
On c;me side, were the privileged orders holding fast 
to the pre-eminence which they had acquired, and resist-
ing the popular claims by severity and force. On the 
uther, were the popular party, resorting to all the 
expedients of political agitation, t~ attain their ends; 
and fomenting the discontents of the people. The 
ancient rights of the commonalty had unquest;onably 
been abridged: but those who had encruached upon 
them refused to make timely concessions; and thus the 
stnlggle of classes continued. 

In 1707, the council, after grievous severities, put 
down the burghers, by the aid of Berne and ZUrich. 
Again, in 1737, these cantons were called in to restore 
peace in Geneva: and, acting as mediators in concert 1737-1738. 

with the French ambassador, they formed a new con
stitution, which, for a time, gave contentment to the 
burghers. But ·the concessions being incomplete, 
agitation was soon renewed. The popular leaders had 
taken advantage of the assembling of the citizens, in 
companies, for military exercise, to appoint delegates 
and to organise a formidable combination. Thi! 
dangerous form of agitation being prohibited, was 
succeeded by the formation of political clubs, which 
aroused the people to make fresh demands. Further 
excitement was also caused by the writings of 
Rousseau and Voltaire. In 1768, the burghers again 
acquired extended privileges, and a large share in the 
government of their country. But other classes now 
pressed for an extension of their franchises. The 
natives and inhabitants, though established in the city 
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• 
for many generations, had been debarfed from all public 
functions. They had recently secured the means of 
admission to the roll of burghers: but were still dis- . 
satisfied with their . disabilities. Their claims had 
received little support from the burghers, who, however 
jealous of the .privileges of their mIers, had little dis
position to share their own recovered franchises, with 
men whom they had been accustomed to despise. 
Fresh disorders arose, and, in 1781, the council was 
overcome, and a democratic constitution was estab
lished. Its reign was short. Berne and ZUrich, the 
old allies of the patrician party, and France and 
Savoy, took military possession of the town, expelled 
the liberal leaders, and restored the cmmcil, with 
plenary powers. By this 'reglement' of 17 82 the 
people were disarmed and disfranchised; and all the 
liberties of Geneva wrre cmshed by a foreign garrison. 
It was a grievous blow to the prosperity, as well as to 
the freedom and happiness, of the people. The citizens 
were discontented, but powerless: their spirit and enter
prise languished: but they had no means of redress; 
and such was the sad condition of thilS famous republic, 
until the French Revolution swept over it, bringing 
new trials and troubles.1 

Lucerne had also become an oligarchy, being 
governed, in the eighteenth century, by a council of 
thirty-six members, chosen from about one htmdred 
patrician families. Soleure was the last. of the aristo
cratic cantons, and maintained a close alliance with 
Berne and the other cantons governed upon the like 
principles. 

In several other cantons, of which Zurich and 
1 Planta, HUt. iii. ch. 9 i Daguet, HUt. 465-468. 
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BaBle were th~ leading examples, the guilds retained 
the chief direction of public affairs. They were gene
rally trading communities, where privileged families 
had not arisen, and where the interests of trade, as 
represented by the guilds, were paramount. Hence 
sprang monopolies, favourable to the towns, and' re-
strictive of the industry of the rural portions of the com-
munity. Outside these privileged towns the inhabitants 
of the cantons were excluded from all share in the 
government. So far as they were concerned, their 
trading maBters were a close oligarchy, usillg their 
power for their own benefit, and for the oppression of 
their less favoured countrymen. There were discon-
tents in these cantons, not less than among their aris-
tocratic neighbours. 

CHAP. 
IX. 

In many of the rural cantons, however. the demo- Democratic 

_~l,Itjc \!onstitutions continued, without the encroach- .cantons. 

~lents either of.patriCian families or of gtrilds. The 
citizens retained their ancient franchises, and were 
guverned by their own elected magistrates, as of old. 
Their civilisation was less advanced than that of the 
greater cantons: there WaB less social and intellectual 
progress: but their simple pastoral life and isolation had 
preserved their liberties. 

The Fren<:h Revolution, which disturbed the peace, Effects of 

d ld h Y · l' ., f the Frencb an unsett e t e po tlCa lnstItutlOns 0 every country ~.volu-

in Europe, convulsed Switzerland with civil war and tlOn. 

anarchy, 3Jld, for a time, deprived it of its national 
independence. As we have seen, the encroachments 
of rulers, in several of the cantons. upon the former 
liberties of the citizens, had long been the cause of 
discontents . and disorders. It was natural that the 
appeals of revolutionary France to the sympathies, and 
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emulation of other lands, should meet with a prompt 
response frow. the discontented Swiss. Wherever 
patricians had excluded the burgesses from their 
ancient rights, or corporations had maintained exclusive 
privileges, the principles of the Revolution held out 
hopes of redress. 

In G,neva. Geneva was the first to feel the violence of the 

1789-1792. 

1794. 

1796. 

~evolu
tionan" 
troubles in 
Switzer
land. 

storm. On the very borders of France, and speaking 
the same langullge, the contagion of revolutionary 
sentiments spread rapidly through the canton, while a 
hateful government, supported by foreign bayonets, 
provoked instant action. Tke burghers recovered their 
rights: but the mQvement did not stop there. The 
unenfranchised citizens and the rural population de-
manded equal rights with the favoured burgher/:!i and 
though controlled, fol' a time, by troops from Berne 
and Ziirich, they rose in arms, overthrew the govern
ment, and constituted a national convention, and. a 
committee of public safety. It was not in names 
only that France was imitated at Geneva: aristocrats 
were denounced and executed: the prisons were filled 
with suspected citizens: numbers of leading men were 
banished, or fled: ruinous exactions were levied upon 
the rich: a reign of terror was established. But, in 
time, the revolutionary fury spent itself: the old con-
stitution was restored, all classes being admitted to the 
franchise: the contending factions were reconciled: 
and the little republic was again at peace! • 

But greater dangers were impending over the whole 
of Switzerland. French emissaries were busy though
out the confederation, fomenting discontents, and in
triguing to bring about an intervention in its affairs. 

l l\Ionnard, Hist. de la ConJ. But&sf.,livre xiv. cb. 8; Daguet, Hilt. 488. 
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French troops were on its frontiers. In many of the CIIAJ'. 

towns there were numbers of malcontents who sympa- -.!!:.
thised with the revolutionary principles of the French 1798. 

republic; and in some of the cantons a large proportion 
of the inhabitants were of French extraction. At 
Basle there was a revolution, where the peasantry 
revolted against the town. There were revolutions at 
ZUrich, Lucerne and Soleure. At Berne the patrician 
council made concessions to the popular party, and 
promised a new constitution. At the same time the 
Ligurian, BataVian and Cis91pine republics-the crea-
tions of France-were held up as examples to the Swiss. 
Every day, the designs of the French became less dis-
guised. From intrigues, they advanced to menaces, 
and at last to violence. They annexed the bishopric 
of Basle to France; and their troops entered Switzer-
land, in several directions. The Swiss were so brave 
and warlike: the mimber of men trained to arms was 
so considerable; and their country was naturally so 
defensible, that they might still have repelled their 
invaders. But Swiss councils were divided; and, partly 
by bold arti5ces, and partly by military force, this free 
country was overcome. l All Europe deplored its 
adverse fortunes. The courage and constancy of the 
Swiss: their well-known patriotism and love of inde
pendence: their glorious history; and their simple and 
manly character, found sympathy in every land. But 
as yet the lrild career of revolutionary France was not 
to be arrested. 

The French now declared the old confederation to 'rhe . 
• Helvetlc 

be dissolved, and, in its place, founded a new Helvetic republic. 

1 PlantarHa:.t. iii. ch. 10; .Ann. R,p.1798, 20-31 ; Monnalu, Hist. 
de la Crmf. SuisBe, livre xv. ch. 1. 
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representatives, judges and. magist:rates were to be 
elect~d. With that love of systematic arrangement, 
which marked all the political schemes of the French! 
at this period, Switzerland was divided into twenty-two 
departments: to each of which were assigned four 
senators, and eight councillors, to represent the new 
republic, in the Legislative Assembly at Aarau. The 
executive power was entrusted to a directory of five 
members, to be chosen by the assembly. Provision was 
made for the organisation of a national militia, and of a 
standing army for the entire republic.1 The assembly 
was summoned to meet at Aarau: but the representa
tives of ten departments only appeared: the majority 
of the departments being either hostile to the new 
constitution, or reluctant to take part in its inaugura
ti<m. The assembly met under a guard of French 
grenadiers; and formally proclaimed the constitution. 
It waS welcomed by some of the towns, as subversive 
of the old governing families: but it was generally 
received with coldness, or aversion, as the work of 
foreign masters; and by many of the cantons, in the 
eastern parts of Switzerland, it was obstinately rejected. 

Resistance Six: of the little rural cantons--Schweitz, Uri,Unter-
of the rural d A hi h h d 
cantons. walden, Glarus, Zug, an ppenzel-w c a en-

joyed, from the earliest times, the lltmost measure of 
freedom, met the new scheme of French liberty with 
inoignant protests; and leagued together to resist it. 
They were contented with the simple freedom of their 
forefathers; and 'Liberty, equality, and fraternity,' 
of the French type, had no attractions to their Im~ 
sophisticated minds. In order to coerce the refractory 

1 Monnal'd, Hi8t. ibid.; Morin, Hist. i. 261, 386; Dnguet, Hist. 504. . 



RESISTANCE OF RURAL C.\NTONS. 3~1 

cantons, the French general,Schauenbourg, endeavoured CHAP. 

h Ix.. 
to cut t em off from all intercourse with other cantons, ~ 
and if possible to starve them into submission. To 
escape from this close in,vestment, their heroic defender,s 
made a descent upon ZUrich and ·Lucerne, and boldly 
encountered the French forces. They were over-

. powered by numbers: but so gallantly did they main
tain their ground, that the French general declared 
'that every Swiss soldier had fought like a Cresar.' 
Schweitz and Glarus especially distinguished themselves 
in these bloody combats ; and the Schweitzers retreated 
step by step to their mountain fastnesses, fighting their 
victorious eitemies to the last. So stubborn had been 
their resistance, that the French were glad to make 
terms with their heroic foes. Schweitz and Glarus were 
reduced to a('.cept the new constitution: but they 
obtained conditions favorirable to their independence. 
It was stipulated that they should be undisturbed in 
the free exercise of their religion: that they should be 
exempt from all contribu~ons, and that their frontiers 
should never be invaded by French troops. Zug, Uri, 
Unterwalden, and Appenzel were reduced to submi~
mon, and, securing the best conditions in their power, 
they accepted the new constitution. . 

But the struggle was not yet at an end. The R.~ewed. 
• • reb"lstance. 

conditIOns which had been granted to some of the rural 
cantons were galling to the French. They were bent on 
enforcing a rigorous uniformity of administration; and 
they desired a free passage for their troops over. the St. 
Gothard Pass, and other roads, which were now closed 
against them. It was, therefore, ordained by the 

1 Monnard, Hist. livre xv. ch. 3, &c.; Plant&, Hut. iii. 374-381, 
397-408; A.nn. Reg. 1798, ch. iii.; Daguet, Kilt. 503-ii06, 515. 
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French general, and commissary, that an oath of 
allegiance to the new constitution should be taken in 
every canton. Schweitz, Uri, Unterwalden and Zug 

. renlsed obedience to this ordinance. They were 
threatened by the French, and exhorted by the Hel
vetic directory; and, at length, three of the cantons, 
having no hope of effectual resistance, submitted_ 
U nterwalden alone braved the fury of the French army. 
Its little force fought with obstinate bravery: men, 
women and children, of all ages, joined in the desperate 
combat: but they were surrounded and cut to pieces. 
According to the statement of the French general him
self, 'all who bore arms were put to the sword;' and 
the whole country was exposed to pillage and massacre.! 
While the town of Stanz, and the adjacent TIllages 
were in flames, and the infuriated French soldiery 
were wreaking' their vengeance upon the helpless 
survivors, two hundred of the gallant men of Schweitz 
arrived upon the scene of carnage. It was too late to 
save their friends: but they resolved to avenge them; 
and rushing upon the enemy, they cut down hundreds 
of the invading host, and died, to a man, in the deadly 
fight. 1 

This brave resistance of the small cantons deserves 
to be commemorated, among the most remarkable 
events of Swiss history. The primitive people of these 
cantons were ever brave, free, and independent; and 
they were no less conservative. They were not .to be 
tempted by theories of a model republic: they had no 
conception of ' the rights of man : ' but they gloried in 
their own ancient liberties; and they resented foreign 
dictation. They were earnest in their patriotism; and 

I A.nn. Reg. 1798, p. 84. 
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whlle more powerful cantons submitted to the intrusion CHAP. 
IX. 

of the French, they fought and bled, with all the -....-
heroism of their forefathers, in defence of their freedom. 

The new constitution was now forced upon the 
people; and Geneva was annexed to France. 

Meanwhile, the French were, by no means, con- French 

tented with the empty honour of founding a model oppression. 

republic: but as an indemnity for their services, in the 
cause of liberty, seized the treasures of Berne, ZUrich, 
Fribourg and Soleure, and levied heavy ,contributions· 
upon the inhabitants. 1 A constitution forced' upon 
them by foreign arms was not likely to bring content-
ment to the Swiss. There was much in its unity and Overtbrow 

li · d' b . ti d J.' of the new centra salion to com men It: ut It oun no .lavour, constitu-

except with the democratic party of the French school: tion. 

it was a badge of national servitude; and it was upheld 
by a costly army, by intolerable exactions, and by 
haughty and insolent domination.! Dissensions, remon
strances and strife marked its brief existence; and when 
the country became the battle-field of French and 1798-1802. 

Austrian armies it was overthrown. It was restored by 
the French; and was succeeded by other constitutions 
equally unstable, until the 'whole country was reduced 
to anarchy and civil war.s • 

By the treaty of Luneville, between the Emperor I,nterven

oC Austria and the French republic, the independence ~:.:J.~on. 
of the Helvetic republi~, and the right of the people 1802. 

I So!!! the last vol. of Miiller's HiBt" 88 continued by Mallet, and 
Monllard, HUt. d. la Coof Suwe, for full ~tstements of the doings of 
French republicans in Switzerlsnd, and copies of many documents. Also 
Tillier, HUt. de la Rep. Helvetiqu.; Ludwig Meyer, HiBt.; and Plsntai 
Hist. iii. ch. 10; Morin. Hut. i. 269; Daguet, Hut. 500. 

I Plsnts, HUt. iii. 864-397; Ann. R.g. 1798, pp. 35, 103--106,246. 
a Monnard, HUt. livre xv. ch.~; Ann. Reg 1802, pp. 225-232. . 
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CHAP. to adopt whatever form of government they pleased, 
IX. • had been guaranteed. Bu£ continued dissensions, 

and the irreconcilable opposition of the French and 
national Swiss parties, prevented the adoption of any 
constitution generally acceptable to the people. .A,t 
length, in 1802, Napoleon, First Consul of the French 
RepUblic, notwithstanding the stipulations of the re
cent treaty, interposed and offered his mediation. ' It 
would be painful,' he said, "to think that destiny had 
singled out this epoch, which has called to life so many 
republics, as the hour of destmction to one of the oll--lest 
commonwealths in Europe.' But the tone in which he 
addressed the Swiss was that of a dictator rather than 
a mediator. He summoned delegates to Paris, to confer 
with him concerning the future government of the 
republic; and to ensure compliance with his demands, 
forty thousand French troops, under General N ey, took 
military occupation of Switzerland. So peremptory a 
method of dealing with an independent State was 
naturally repugnant to the feelings of a large proportion 
of the Swiss people. But, having no hopes of peace, or 
internal order, except through the proffered mediation, . 
they despatched between fifty and sixty delegates to 
Paris. Napoleon himself appointed a commission, at 
which he sometimes himself assisted.1 With that 
penetrating sagacity which marked his statesmanship, 
he perceived the political needs of Switzerland. ' A 
federal constitution,' he said, 'is a primary necessity 
for you. Nature herself has adapted Switzerland for 
it. What you need is equality of rights between the 
cantons, a renunciatidPl of all family privileges, and the 

1 Monnard, Hut. livre xvi. ch. 5; Ann. Reg. 1802, pp. 233-242; 
Morin, Hut. i. 303; Daguet, Hut. 518. 
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ind~pendent organisation.of each canton.' And again- CHAP. 
IX. 

'Federalism weakens large States by splitting their --.--
forces, while it strengthens small States by leaving a free 
range to individual energies.' At this time he naturally 
showed a preference for democracy, and to the dele-
gates he said, • It is the democratic cantons which 
distinguish you, and draw upon you the eyes· of the 
world.' 

The result of these deliberations was the 'Act of The Act of 

M d·· , b hi h h ~ d al . Mediation. , elatIOn, y w c t e Ie er umon, consisting of lS0t-lsoa. 

nineteen cantons, was revived, with admirable provi-
sions for its safer working. The principles of the con-
tending parties were, as far as possible, reconciled ; and 
sonie diversities in the institutions of the different can-
tons were continued: but generally the new constitution 
,,:a8 that of a democratic republic. Equality of rights, and 
freedom of trade and industry, were proclaimed: spe-
cial privileges were discontinued: servitude, which had 
disappeared in the revolutionary movements of 1798, 
was expressly abolished; and, lastly, the cantons were 
restrained from making separate wars or alliances.1 

For the first time, the federal tie which united the several 
cantons was drawn so closely as to constitute the 
confederation a compacted State. This settlement, 
founded upon wise principles, was creditable to the 
statesmanship of Napoleon. It was not, indeed, his pur-
pose to renounce the ascendency of France; and he 
continued to interfere in the administration of Swiss 
affairs: but he desired the tranquillity and increased 
power of a friendly republic. 

This constitution, however, did not survive the fall 
·1 Monnard, HiBt. de la Canf. Suisse, livre xv. ch. 5; Morin, HiBt. i. 309; 

387; Daguet, HiBt. 519. 
VOL. I. 00 
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of Napoleon: when after a year of foreign invasions 
and internal diso!ders,1 another constitution-known 
as the Federal Pact-was accepted by the dis
tracted republic, in concert with the congress ofVienna.2 

The nineteen cantons of the late confederation were 
increased to twenty-two, by the addition of Geneva, 
NeufcMtel and the Valais: the federal tie was drawn 
yet more closely; 3 and the several cantons revised 
their own constitutions. ·The time was not favour
able to popular franchises. The democratic cantons, 
indeed, true to their principles, upheld the supreme 
rights of the people, and removed some restrictions 
which had been imposed, by the Act of Mediation, upon 
their ancient custom!!: but in the other cantons, the 
old interests recovered much of their former power: 
the liberties of the people were abridged; and the towns 
again encroached upon the fair rights of their rural 
neighbours. The revival of such unequal privileges 
was a reactionary measure, congenial to the time, but 
fraught with future troubles.' 

For the present, political discontents were arrested 
by the general prosperity of the country. The restor
ation of peace to Europe, and the securities obtained 
for the neutrality and independence of Switzerland, at 
the Congress of Vienna, gave great encouragement to 
the intellectual and material progress of the cOlmtry. 
Public education was advanced: science. and literature 

I Monnard, HiBt. livre xvi. sect. i.; Ann. Reg. 1804, pp. 91-94, 
447. 

I Monnard, Hilt. livre xvi. sect. iii. ch. 1-3; Morin, Hilt. ii. 21, 119. 
B By the sixth article it was declared that • no alliance should be 

formed by any cantons prejudicial to the pact, or to the rights of other 
cantons.'-Morin, Hilt. ii. 403. 

, Daguet, HiBt. 535, M3. 
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received a fresh impulse: a learned society was formed, eRAI.'. 
IX. 

which made itself famous throughout Europe: the -
arts flourished: manufactures and industrial arts were 
pursued with renewed activity: wealth increased; and 
industry prospered. Public works of great utility were 
undertaken: noble roads were constructed over the 
passes of St. Gothard, the Bernardin, and the Splugen. 
the commtinications of the country were everywhere 
improved; and the towns were adorned with new 
streets and public buildings. Travellers, released from 
, the restraints of protracted. wars, crowded to the 
romantic scenes, which had been celebrated in history 
and in song. Throughout the land, .society was making 
prodigious. advances.1 

But in the midst of this prosperity, the political ~t.inu.d 
• • ' • •• politICal 

reactlOn of 1815 had been mamtamed. 'Yhile socIety reaction • 

.was advancing in wealth and intelligence, the basis 
of political power was being steadily contracted. At 
Berne, and Fribourg, the governing families had regained 
their oligarchic rule: in many of the cantons the councils 
were partly self-elective, and many of their powers 
were usurped by the executive council: in Zurich, 
Soleure, Schaffhausen and Basle, the towns dominated 
over the country as feudal dependencies, In religion 
there was a like reaction, the priesthood and the ultra:; 
montane party being 'animated by unusual zeal, in 
~he Catholic interests;' and the Protestant clergy being 
active in the support of the aristocratic or conservative 
party. At the same time, other countries were suffer-
ing under the reactionary policy of the great powers. 
The Holy Alliance, pledged to the repression of 
European liberties, had already aroused the popular 

I Morin, Hut. ii. 145 et .tq. I Dagllet, Hut. 636. 

002 
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CHAP. party to renewed efforts in the cause of freedom. IIi 
.... ~. . many parts of Europe, secret societies had been formed 

to counteract the policy of the great powers. At 
1820-1821. Naples, and in Piedmont, revolutions had been at

tempted; and many of the revolutionary leaders had 
escaped into Switzerland, where they proclaimed their 
wrongs, and aroused sympathy with their political 
sentiments. In 1823, the great powers had prevailed 
upon the Swiss Diet, with the assent of the cantons, to 
impose restraints upon the press, and to tamper with 
the right of asylum, which its neutral territory afforded 
to PQlitical refugees. 1 

RevoIu- Such incjdents tended to keep alive popular discon-
tiona of 
1830. tents, and to encourage the democratic party: when, 

~nJuly 1830, the peace of the country was suddenly 
disturbed by the French Revolution. Throughout 
Em:ope, that event instantly revived political aspira
tions which had been dormant or inactive since the 
peace. And in Switzerland, the discontents which had 
heeI,l. repressed, by prosperity and material content
ment, since the last constitutional settlement, broke out 
in pots and insurrections in Berne, Fribourg and other 
pantons. The reaction of 1815 was now reversed by 
tumultuous risings of the people; and privileges, which 

, ought never to have been withheld, were wrested from 
the cantonal governments, by revolutionary violence, or 
conceded in panic. In ZUrich, Lucerne and elsewhere, 
political excitement was promptly allayed by judicious 
c9ncession~ to, the general sentiments of the people.2 

These revolutions were generally effected without 
bloodshed, proscriptions, or confiscations. The people 

I Morin, 'Hut. ii. 158, 159; Daguet, Hist. 538. 
,. Ann. Reg. 1830, p. 281; Morin, Hist. ii. 163 et aeq.-
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W'ereresolute: but without ferocity, orcnielty. The CHAit. 

laws were roughly changed: political wrongs' were _l .... X_. ~ 
rudely redressed: but life and property were respected.' 
The history of Switzerland, though chequered by many 
troubles, is generally free from those scenes of ferocious 
bloodshed which have stained the eventful annals of 
France.' 

At Berne, the nobles yielded to the popular storm; 
and consented to the calling of a constituent assembly: 
but, incensed by their defeat, they refused nominations' 
to that body, and left it to the direction of the revolu
tionary party. In the most aristocratic of the cantons, 
the nobles were now deposed. Before the end of 1831, 
eleven of the cantons had changed' their constitutions, 
and their rulers; and considerable changes were' 
effected in other C3:ntons. The general aim of these 
revolutions was to overthrow the exclusive privileges 
of the ruling families, to introduce direct election by 
the people, to separate the legislative, executive and' 
judicial powers of the State, to liberate the country from 
the dominion of the towns, and to extend the liberty 
of the press. The constitutions generally became 
democratic, the sovereignty of the people being the 
basis of their laws. The suffrage was universal: 
the popular councils recovered their powers: their 
debates were public;. and a free press and public 
meetings were vigorously used in the stmggles of a 
new political life. 

1 Grote, Politic. of Switzerlana, Letter vii. • La Revolution Suisse 
demeum pure des exOOs sanglants qui avaient souilM Ie revell de plusieurB 
peupleA.'-Daguet, HiBt. 545. 

S Hallam BaYB :-.• Switzerland, not absolutely blamelesB (for what 
republic h&B been so P) but comparatively exempt from turbulence, usurpa
tion, and injustice, h&B :well d!l8erved to employ the pen of an historian, 
accounted the most eloquent of the 1&stage.'-Mirltlle Ages, i. 471. 
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Political troubles were rife throughol.J.t Switzerland .. ' 
To allay them, and to reconcile the contending factions, 
ahdconflicting interests in the several cantons, the 
Federal Diet, in May 1833, prepared an amended COI1-

stit~tion, containing many popular and judicious pro
visions: but, being opposed by the Catholic and con
servative cantons, it failed to meet with the approval 
of the majority; and it was postponed.1 

No further revision of the federal constitution was 
now attempted: but the affairs of the different cantons 
continued to oecupy the anxious attention of the Diet. 
There were renewed political troubles at Geneva: 
there were risings among the. Catholic populations of 
Soleure and Argau; and, somewhat later, more serious' 
troubles in the Valais. The old religious jealousies of 
the Catholic and Protestant cantons were revived, with· 
increased violence. The convents of Argau having 
peen implicated in these insurrections, were suppressed 
by a decree of the cantonal council. This measure 
excited a fierce dispute, throughout the confederation;' 
and gave rise to more serious religious conflicts. The 
late troubles had been attributed, by many politicians, 
Catholic as well as Protestant, to the increasing influ
ence of the Jesuits; and an active agitation was com
menced, for obtaining their expulsion from Switzerland. 
At ZUrich their expulsion was voted by a small majority 
of the gre::tt council, in: opposition to the executive 
council: in Berne, Geneva, and other cantons, a strong· 
popular agitation was aroused to secure the same object; 
and the question was discussed in the Federal Diet. In
the midst of this popular excitement the Jesuits were7 
for the first time, admitted into Lucerne, to superintend 

1 Morin. Hut. ii. 1~~203. 428. 
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the education ,of that canton; The anti-Jesuit p~y, CHAP. 

exasperated. by this defiance, passed beyond the bOlmds ~ 
of political agitation, and were betrayed into acts of 
lawless violence. Large bodies of armed men, known The/r .. " •• 

as franc-corps, or volunteers, with all the equipments eorp •• 

of war, threatened the peace of many of the (,SI.ntons. 
They twice invaded Lucerne, but were repulsed.1 

In defence of the cause of the Jesuits, Lucerne fonned 1844-45. 

a league of seven Catholic cantons, known as the ~r~~t 
Sonderbund, which threatened the very existence of 
the confederation. These cantons had already been 
connected by the League of Sarnen:· but were hoW' 
united in a more dangerous alliance. The allied 
cantons, in violation of the federal pact of 1815; 
engaged to defend each other, by an armed force, and 
appointed a council of war to concert all necessary. 
measures for joint action. At Geneva, a revolution 
was effected, the revolutionary party being violently 
opposed to the Jesuits and to the Sonderbund. 

The Diet was now forced to deal boldly with these Overthrow 
• of the Son· 

religious dangers, which were hurrymg the country derbund. 
. . . h" 1847. lOto a Clvil war. It became clear t at a maJorIty of 
the Diet was prepared to vote for the expulsion of 
the Jesuits from Switzerland; while the Sonderbund 
was making active preparations for armed resistance to 
such a decree. All the efforts of friendly negotiation 
failed; and nothing remained but an .appeal to the 
sword. The confederation comprised the most power7 
ful cantons, representing the greater part of the wealth, 

• intelligence and population of the country; 2 and waf! .. 
I Morin, Hilt. ii. 284-290; Daguet, Hilt .. 565, 568 et Beq. 

• I At this time, the population of Switzerland Will! 2,400,000, of whom 
900,000 only were Catholics. . . . 
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supported by the enlightened opinion of the majority 
of the people. The forces of the Sonderbund amounted 
to :t;learly 50,000: the "army of the confederation was 
about ] 00,000; and, after a feeble resistance, the 
Sonderblmd was speedily overcome.1 

The strength of the confederation~ supported by the 
national party, was now decisively proved; and the time 
was, at length, favourable for a revision of the federal 
constitution. The entire history of Switzerland had 
disclosed the weakness of the federal union. The 
sovereign rights of the 'beveral cantons had prevailed 
over the central authority. The federal government 
had only such sovereignty as each canton conceded to 
it. It was the aim of the new constitutional scheme to 
make the federal government supreme, leaving such a 
degree of independence to each canton as was compa
.tible with the general interests of the State.2 Such 
was the design of those who framed the constitution of 
the United States of America; and such was now the 
purpose of the Swiss lawgivers. While this scheme 
was being matured, France became once more a 
republic, and all Europe was convulsed with political 
agitation: but the provisions of the new constitution 
were steadily discussed; and,. at length, the Federal 
Act was ratified by the people.s 

Newconsti
tution. 
1848. 

By the new constitution, the supreme legislative 

1 Morin, Hist. ii. 300-306 i Daguet, Hist. 582-589. 
II • Two requisites seem necessary to constitute a federal government, in 

its most perfect form. On the one hand, each of the members of the union 
must be wholly independent in those matters which concern each member 
only. On the other hand, all must be subject to a common power in thoee 
matters which concern the whole body of members collectively.'-
Freeman, Fed. Govt. i. 3, 4. . 

a Out .of 500,000 .citizens entitled to vote, only 150,000 declared 
themselves in fawUl' of the Federal A.ct. 
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power was entrusted to a federal assembly, consisting CHAP. 

of two deliberative bodies-the national cOlmcil and ~ 
the council of States; the one representing the entire 
Swiss nation, the other the individual cantons. No 
federal law c~ld be made without the concurrence of 
both these bodies, which on special occ1!sions were to 
sit and vote together. To this assembly were assigned 
far greater powers than are usually given to legislative . 
bodies .• Among their functions were the nomination 
of federal authorities, the making of alliances and 
treaties with foreign powers, declaring peace and war,· 
and the regulation of the post office and the coinage. 
The executive power was confided to a federal 
council of seven members, elected by the assembly, 
its president being the president of the· confederation. 
Every man aged twenty, not expressly deprived of the 
rights of citizenship, by the laws of his own canton,. 
was entitled to vote, and was himself eligible to the 
national cotmcil. All Swiss were declared equal 
before. the law, there being neither subjects, nor pri-
vileges of places, of birth, of persons, or of families .. 
Liberty of worship for all Christian confessions: freedom 
of the press, and the right of petition, and of association, 
were assured. While the utmost liberties of a republic 
were thus secured for the people, the sovereign rights 
of the several cantons were acknowledged, so far as 
they were compatible with the federal authority. But 
they were prohibited from making separate treaties or 
alliances among themselves, or with foreign States, 
except in certain cases, and from maintaining a perma. 
nent force of more than 300 men: To the confedera-
tion itself were reserved all the supreme powers of the 
State, includ~g the right of interference, in case of 
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CHAP. differences between any of the cantons. The supre-
IX. _ macy of the confederation was reconciled with the 

separate autonomy of the cantons. To secure the 
national independence of Switzerland, and to restrain· 
the notorious abuses of past times, it was declared that 
no foreign pensions, titles, presents, or decorations, 
should be received by any officer of the confederation, 
or member of the Federal authorities. The democratic 
basis of this constitution was further mark~ by the 
provisions made for popular approval. Its acceptance 
was first voted by the people: 50,000 citizens could 
demand its revision; and every revised constitution 
was again to be approved by the majority' of the 

}>rineipal 
objects of 
the consti
tution of 
1848. 

people, and ofthe cantons. l 

The three principal objects of this new constitution 
were, 1. the strengthening of the national government; 
2. the overthrow of oligarchies; and 3. the protection 
of the State from the domination of the Church of 
Rome. The first two were attained by the direct pro
visions of the constitution: the third was afterwards 
promoted by the expulsion of the Jesuits, and their 
affiliated societies, from Swiss territory. 

Govern- The federal constitution of 1848, fOlmded upon 
ment of the • al d II 'd d . . 1 .. d 
cantons ration an we -conSl ere pnnclp es, was mallltallle 
since 1848. il 1874 h' h . od d tmt ; w en Important c anges were llltr uce, 

including a further enlargement of the federal authority, 
the exclusion of the Jesuits, and other monastic orders, 
and the stricter subordination of religious bodies to 
the civil power. Meanwhile the institutions of the 
several cantons were guaranteed, provided they had 
been accepted by the people, and subject to revision 

1 Bluntschli, Hist. du J),·oit federal j Morin, Hut. ii. 315 et 'eq. j 450 
. (Iiect imtijicative, No. 24). . 
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on· the demand of a majority or the citizens: but, CHAP, 

whether representative or purely democratic, they ~~ 
were always to be republican. These institutions have 
since been generally maintained. In some of the 
cantons, as in Lucerne and Soleure, there have been 
irregularities and excesses on the part of the dominant 
factions: but in most of them, popular government has 
been successfully carried out. At Berne, the extreme 
revolutiQ1lary party had long been in the ascendent: 
but the nobles, who since 1831 had held themselves 
aloof from public affairs, . at length resumed their 
proper place in the. State, while they soiemnly re
pounced any intention of recovering their power, as a 
privileged order. Henceforth, the different classes of 
society laboured together, for the public good. Geneva 
was, for many years, convulsed by the strife of factions, 
and religious discords: but its councils have been· 
lately directed by greater moderation, and in a more 
conciliatory spirit. 

The constitutions of the several cantons, and of the Political 
. condition 

confederation.itself, have become democratic: but rank of Switzer-

and property have, by no means, lost their legitimate in- land. 

fiuence. Formerly it was sought, by invidious privileges 
and disabilities, to secure their ascendency: but when 
these artificial supports were withdrawn, the social 
consideration of the IJ.oble and wealthy, and their 
public services, generally sufficed to secure for them an 
important place in the councils of the State. They have 
been distinguished in the federal government, and in 
the administration of their own cantons. The French 
had striven to force upon Switzerland a uniform 
democracy: the great powers· had encouraged the 
revival of the old family and local infl~lences: but since 
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she has been left to herself, her own social forces have 
moulded a constitution, which represents the natural 
conditions of a varied and composite nationality. 

The diffieulties of a close federal lmion in Switzer~ 
land have been obvious, throughout the entire course 
of its history. All the conditions of the country, and 
of its society, contributed to divide, instead of uniting, 
the different cantons. Mmmtains and lakes have 
separated them, by barriers so strong as almost to 
create distinct nationalities. The land has been peopled 
by different races:. no less than four languages are 
spoken by its inhabitants: the cantons are divided by 
differences of language, of religion, of ancient customs, 
of social development, of industries, and of material 
interests. As we have seen, their political and religious 
<fusensions have often led them into civil wars: but they 
have been less violent, cruel, and vindictive, than the civil 
wars of most other countries. These causes of disunion, 
and conflict, have been gradilally overcome by the 
principles of confederation, judiciously and temperately 
applied to the circumstances of the country. In matters 
of internal government the independent rights of the 
several cantons are upheld: every diversity of race, of 
language, and of religion is respected: every social 
interest is represented. The aristocratic citizen of 
Berne, and the democratic peasant of Schweitz, sit side 
by side, in the Federal Diet, with equal rights, as 
members of the national council, without sacrificing 
any of their independence as natives of their own 
autonomous cantons. No state, however governed, 
having such social and religious diversities, can avert 
occasional dissensions. Empires and monarchies have 
been convulsed by the strife of discordant nationalities, 
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and hostile religions. Switzerland still has her religious CHAP. 

troubles: but she has contrived to harmonise the ~ 
national diseords of her countrymen, by toleration, and 
concessions, lIDtil her government has become nearly as 
strong and stable as a constitutional monarchy.1 

While Switzerland was thus advancing to national Intellec-
tual cha

freedom and lIDity, it was acquiring a European fame r.~r of 

in learning and literature. Without the original genius ~:~er
of the Italians, the Swiss have displayed remarkable 
powers, in science, in political philosophy, in history, 
and in letters. A country which, has given Birth to 
Rousseau, Necker, Madame de Stael, Horner, Miiller, 
Dumont, Pictet, Rossi, Sismondi, and Daubigne, must be 
allowed· an honourable place in the learned fellowship 
of Europe. In practical engineering, the Swiss may 
challenge rivalry with any other nation. And the 
remarkable resources of modern schools and universities; 
and the zeal of the rising generation for· learning, 
promise well for the intellectual future of Switzerland. 

The principles of a pure democracy which had 
marked the early institutions of Switzerland, have 
ever been cherished by the people, throughout all the 
political vicissitudes of their history. The primary 
doctrine of such a democracy is the -absolute sovereignty 
of .the people-whether exercised personally, as in 
Bome of the Greek cities, and in the rural cantons of 
Switzerland itself, or through their representatives, as 
in later and more artificial constitutions. And this doc-. 
trine has been maintained in Swiss institutions, from the 

1 I The Swiss confederation, in its origin a union of the loosest kind, 
has gradually drawn the federal bond tighter and tighter, till, within Olll! 

own times, it has assumed a form which entitles it to rank beside 
Achais and America.'-Freeman, HiBt. of Federal Govt. i. 6; See other 
remarks, ibid. 118. 
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CHAP. earliest times, lmtil the present day. It has ever been 
~l-".X • .,..- the sole principle of the rural cantons; and there can 

be little doubt that in most of the towns the original 
scheme of government was equally simple. As society" 
advanced, and the administration of affairs was entrusted 
to senates and councils, the reference of important 
questions to assemblies of the people was still recog
nised, and a traditional right was asserted of reserving 
such questions for their final determination. General 
assemblies of the citizens gradually fell into desuetude; 
and the popular claim to review the decisions of the 
governing body became little more than theoretical. 
At Geneva, during the long contests between the 
aristocracy and the burghers, -in the eighteenth century, 
the scheme of summoning general assemblies for the 
revision of the acts of the executive government, and 
of the council, was revived by the popular party, by 
whom it was claimed as an ancient constitutional right: 
while, .by the aristocrats it was stigmatised as a dem~ 
cratic innovation, tending to anarchy.1 

. When the reactionary policy of 1815 was reversed, 
and popular principles were once more in the ascen
dent, the doctrine of the sovereignty of the people was 
strongly urged by the democratic party, throughout 
Switzerland. A popular franchise, and complete free
dom of election, were not enough to satisfy the dem~ 
cratic susceptibilities of the Swiss. They were still 
jealous of the plenary powers of their delegates. Repre
sentatives, it was urged, may be deceived; or corrupted: 
they may betray their cons.tituents, or exceed their 
powers: they cannot be trusted to make laws, abs~ 

I Plants, Hist. iii. 224. 
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Iutely binding upon the whole people. It iB for them CRAP. 

to deliberate and to mature laws for the government of ~ 
the State: but it is for the sovereign people to approve 
or reject them. In a monarchy, the king signifies hiB 
royal assent, or veto, to the laws agreed upon by his 
Parliament: in a republic, this gupreme right is reserved 
for the sovereign people.1 

Apart from these democratic principles, the past Distrust of 

experience of the Swiss had taught them to regard delegates. 

their representatives with distrust. Their franchises 
had~ again and again, been invaded; and councils, 
assuming to represent them, had usurped irresponsible 
power. Having, at length, recovered their constitu-
tional rights, why might they nqt be again betrayed? 
What security could. there be for the good faith of 
their delegates, but in a final appeal to the judgment 
of the people themselves? 

Accordingly, in the cantonal revolutions of 1830, Principles 

d ti 11 . h I h of the refer-an 0 owmg years, t ere was a genera return to t e endum.· 

principle known as the referendum. In the ValaiB, 
and some other cantons, this principle was carried so 
far as to require the reference of every law, passed by 
the council, to the people at large, before it acquires 
validity. At Lucerne, by the constitution of 1841, a 
discretionary power was reserved of submitting laws to 
a popular veto; and in other cantons the same principle 
was applied, in various' forms.. By the Federal Act o~ 
1848, as we have seen, the constitutions of the several 
cantons could only be revi'led on the demand of an 

1 According to Rousseau, • Les deput6s du peuple ne sont, ni ne peuvent 
eue 8eS representants: ils ne sont que 8B8 commissaires: ils ne peuvent 
rien conclure definitivement. l'oute loi que Ie peuple, en personne, n'a 
paa ratifee, est nulle: ce n'est paa une loi.'-Contrat Social. 
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absolute majority of the citizens. .And since that period 
the policy of extending the principle of the referendum, 
to its fullest limits, has gradually found favour; and 
in several of the cantons, the consent of the people 
is now necessary to give effect to cantonal legislation. 
There the people have reclaimed their traditior:al right 
of passing laws, in person, and not by their represen.; 
tatives; and their individual legislativ~ powers .are as 
complete and absolute as in the primitive forest cantons. 

The traditions and experience of the Swiss may 
have justified this democratic jealousy of representatj.ve 
institution~. But otherwise it is scarcely consistent.with 
the true theory of representation. The citizen:s of' a 
free State may either decree laws directly, and in 
person; as in the forest cantons, or may delegate their 
powers to representatives, as in . larger and Inore 
advanced communities ... But, in the latter case, havirig 
surrendered their legislative authority to others, who 
exercise it on their behalf, they are not entitled to 
reclaim it, and again to use it themselves. It is true 
that they may give their representatives a limited com~ 
mission, empowering them to deliberate, and to make 
laws, subject to their own ultimate approval. But it is 
of the very essence of representation, that the repre
sentative body should stand in the place of the people, 
possessing their confidence, exercising their plenary 
powers, speaking with their voice, and acting with 
their full consent. Otherwise, its legislative flllctions 
are wanting: it becomes a deliberative council-not a 
legislature. Its authority and its dignity are impaired: 
it no longer declares the popular will. Instead of 
being the people personified, and present in their might, 
it is a feeble· and distrusted agent-afraid to speak, in.-
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capable. of acting-a timid servant, not a sovereign 
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The' same principle has been extended, on far Jealousy of 

b d . . I I d b h the central etter groun s, to constltutlOna aws passe y t e govern-

.. Federal Diet. The jealousy of' the cantons lest their ment 

oWll civil and religious privileges should be invaded by 
, the 'Federal Diet;· and their fear of influences, in the 
central governme~t,: adverse to their own sovereign 
rights,! .derPanded such a :reference to the popular vote. 
Men ()f different races, languages and religions, dis~ 
tnlstingthe delegates of rival cantons, who might out
vote. thejrown, chosen representatives, and. pass laws 
injurious to themselves, claimed to be consulted before 
the irtevocable' Wrong' was done. :Revised federal con
stitutions have therefore been. properly submitted for 
popular approval. It had long p~ ,the mle for federal 

,delegates ~o vote in the Diet, not according to thejr 
own judgment, but in compliance with instructions ex~ 
pressly received from their own cantons. Often they 
declined to vote upon important questions, until they 
had'. consulted their constituents. They sat as dele
:gaies~.with limi~d powers, and acting under specific 
instructions: tb.ey JVere cantonal ambassadors rather 
than representatives.' 

:By the federal constitution of 1848, it was declared Amend-
• • ments of 

that the members of both the cOlmcils are to vote Wlth- federal 

out instructions. :But that constitution was itself sub- ~~,::,.titu. 
mitted to the popular vote; and it was provided that 
every future revision 'of the constitution is to take 

1 As an illustration of this feeling, it was forcibly said by M:Druey, 
II delegate from Vaud,in 1847, • My shirt is nearer to me than my coat.'
Grote, Politics of Switzet'land, Letter i. 

I Grote, Politic, of Switzn'land, Letter i. 
VOL. I. : D D 
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effect, when adopted by a majority of Swiss citize 
taking part in the voting, and by a majority of t 
cantons. 1 And such appeals to the people have sin 
been occasionally made. In 1872, a revised consti 
tion was passed by. the Federal Diet: but on bei 
submitted for popular confirmation, it was rejected 
a majority of the people, and of the cantons. In 18 
another amended constitution was agreed to by 
Diet; and was confirmed by the people, and by 
cantOns.! By that constitution the principle of 
referendum was further extended; and all la 
passed by the Federal Assembly, were required to ,. 
submitted to the popular vote, upon the demand 
30,000 qualified citizens. And in pursuance of 
provision, two important laws were met, in 1876, 
a popular veto! So elaborate a scheme for the pas 
of federal laws is not without inconvenience: but i 
a nmdamental principle of the Swiss confederati( 
and it satisfies at once the' democratic traditions 
the people, and the natural jealousies of the sev 
cantons. 

We mllst now close this review of the reno 
Swiss confederation. It affords one of the most 
structive studies of democracy, to be found in 
history of European States. .Alone among the na 
of Europe-Switzerland, having founded a repu 
has since maintained its republican constitution. 
rounded by monarchies, and empires, the Swiss 

1 Article 114. 
• This provision requiring the consent as well of a majority of i 

dual votes, as of the collective cantons, may be embarrassing, as ie 
happen that the majority of votes may be on one side, and the m J 

of cantons on the other. 
• Viz. laws relating to bank-no~s, and military taxation. . 
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federation has outlived the wars, conquests, and· revolu
tions by which Europe has been convulsed, and still 
flourishes as a democratic republic. It has had its 
good and evil fortunes, its glories and its shame. It 
has been distinguished by the valour and patriotism of 
its citizens: it has been tainted by their venality and 
corruption. It has presented examples of the purest 
democracy, of aristocratic encroachments, of popular 
agitation, of ancient franchises recovered, and of repub
lican institutions restored and consolidated. In it'S past 
history, and in its present political life, we may find 
illustrations of all the virtues and vices of democracy. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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