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ADVERTISEMENT
10 THE

SECOND EDITION.

Tue great satisfaction evinced 6n the publica:
tion of the former Edition of Mr. Gibbon’s' Mis+
cellaneous Works, and the'strong wish repeatedly
expressed that I should glve to the public several
of the pieces in my possession, mentioned in the
Advertisement to that Edition, have mich les-
sened my apprehensmn of mdulgmg too far my
partiality for the compositions of my friend, and
have induced me to include in a new Edition
such Articles as seemed 11ke1y to reﬂect crednt on
his memory.
It will be remémbered that the Memmrs were
- composed and formed from six different Sketches,
and from Notes and Memoranda on_loose uncon-
nected Papers and Cards, all in Mr. Gibbon’s
‘handwriting. 'This new. "Edition of his post-
humous Works has furnished. me with the op-
portunity of interweaving 'several additional
. a2 Extracts
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Extracts from the sawne sources ; illustrating and
enlarging the Memoirs, where they were most
- scanty; by Notes pnnc1pally selected from his
Journal. .

To the Letters prmted in the former Edition,
a considerable number, both from himself and
mapy other distingunished persons, are introduced
in the present publication. -

Availing myself still further of the occasion of
‘a new Edition, I haveendeavoured to class the
several Essays and Compositions by a conve-
nient arrangement of them, according to thelr
several subJects, under the following heads:

1. Historical and Critical.
2.’ Classical and Critical.
3. Miscellaneous.

Amcmg .the ‘new. matter containéd under the
first Division will be found,

1. Mémoires sur la Monarchie des Mades.— "
This, ’it is ‘presumed, will be ‘esteemed, by the -
readers best able to appreciate it, a- -Dissertation
of great erudition and discernment. - ‘

. 2. Les prmc1pales Epoques de I'Histoire dela
Grice et de 'Egypte, dans la Nouve]le Chrono-
logie du Chevalier Newton, comparees avec les’
Chronologies ordinaires.
3. Remarques Crmques sur le Nouveau Sys- .
téme de Chronologle du Chevaher Newton o
4. Extraity



THE SECOND EDITION. : h 2

4. Extraits Critiques de Trois' Mémoires -de
M. Abbé de la Bleterie sur la Succession de
I'Empire Romain et d’un $ur le prénom d’Au-«
guste. .
5. Remarques sur le Nombre des Habltansr
dans la Cité des Sybarites. ‘ o
6. Gouvernement Féodal,.surtout en Francea
. ~—An able Dissertation on the Rise and L’sta.—
blishment of the Feudal Laws.
- 7. Noces du Duc de Bourgogne évec la Prin-
cesse -Marguerite, . Sceur d’Edouard IV.—Thg
reader will find this a very pleasingand curious
account of the Ceremonies and Pageantry with.
which that royal marriage was celebrated. .

8. Introduction A I'Histoire Générale de la Ré-
publique des Suisses.—From the Author’s Jour-.
nal and Memoirs it, appears that he bestowed -
much time and attention on"this Article. . -

-. 9. Remarques touchant les. Doutes Histori--
. ques sur la Vie et le Régne du Roj Richard IIJ.
par M. Horace Walpole.~—This Article .is men-
tioned by Mr. Gibbon in’his Journal and Me-.
moirs as written by him, for a periodical Work
edited by his friend M. Deyverdun, .entitled.
“ Mémoires, Littéraires de la. Grande ,Bretaghe.\
pour | l’an 1768.” ..
the Anthugtxes of_ the Hou_se,of Brunswmk_--‘
These being found in an imperfect- state among. -

' a3 v Mr.
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Mr. Gibbon’s Papers, have been connected aitd;
where ‘the manuscript ceases, have beer conti:
nued to the Accession of Georwe the First to the
British ‘Throne, from Mr. Butler’s very able pub-~
lication, entitled “ A -Succinct Hxstory of the
Geographical and Political Revolutions ‘of the
Empire of Charlemagne from 814 to 1806.” -

Under the second Division will be found—

1. An interesting -« Essay on the Character of
Brutus,” in Mr. Gibbon’s best manner. :

2. A Classical Geography of Ancient Italy, en~ -
titled Nomina -Gentesque -Antiqua’ Italie.—A-
work composed by Mr. Gibbon preparatory to his
tour in -that part of Europe: this work is often
- mientioned in his ‘Memoirs and Journal. - The
‘manuscript was found in a disordered state§ but’
it is correctly pi'inted from Mr. Gibbon’s manu~
script, and 'the inaccuracies are noticed in-an
Errata at the end of the volume. - S

The following artlcles are also; added undex‘
the same Dmswn, viz. ¢ ' -

3. Remarques sur les. Ouvrages et sur Ie Ca.{
ractere de Salluste.

4. s — de Jules César '
5. : ———i~—a de Cornelius’ Néposﬂ
By . . de Tite Live. - -

7. Remarques Crmques swr un. Passage de’

Plaute .
8. Re~
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. 8. Remarques sur quelques Passages.de- Vir-
gile, -

" In the third, or Miscellaneous,. Division, are A
contamed ) :

1. Remarques sur’les Mémoxres Posthumes
de M. de Chéseaux;—on Jewish, Assyman,‘ Per- -
sian, &c. Chronology.

2. Remarques sur quelques Prodiges.

i 3.. Remarques sur les Dignités. Sacerdotales
de Jules César. .

4. Principes des Pgids, des Monnoies, et des
Mesures des Anciens, . avec des Tables. con-.‘
struites sur ces Principes, - -

5. Dissertation sur les Anc1ennes Mesures, &c;'
‘du Bas Empire _]usqu’é. la Prise de Constanti-
nople par les Turcs; ]a France et les: Pays Bas;
I'Allemague, la Suisse, et les Pays du -:Nord;'
Jltalie et I'Espagne;. I'Orient, -les Indes, - et -
VAfrique; also, Remarques sur “ An' Inquiry
into the State of Ancient Measures, the Attic,
the Roman, and particularly Jewish, by Dr
Hoaper, Bishop of Bath and Wells,”—These dif-
ficult subjects are adlmrably discussed by Mr,
Glbbon atan early age. Itis to be regretted that
he dld not complete them as he seems to have
mtended they are,. however, too valuable to be
pvithheld from the public. -. , .

6. On the Posmon of the Mendlonal Lme- and

X ~ an
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an Inquiry into” the- supposed Circumnavigation
“of Africa by the Ancients:—This curious Dissers
tation has the advantage of having been read by
a” gentleman: well known to the learned. world;
Dr. Vincent, 'Deaq‘ of Westminster, ,who'hasf most
- liberally - favoured .me_with Notes and ‘1llustra-
tions, which have greatly. enhanced the value of
the article. It is highly satisfactory to- observe
the coincidence of opinion relative to the circuin-
navigation of Africa in fwo of our most learned
writers ; both so ably deducing the same con-
clasions from the same premlses and so exactly,
that it might be supposed one had borrowed from
‘the other, which, however, was 1mp0531ble This
article was written by Mr. Gibbon at Lausanne,
between the years 1789 and the begmnmg of the
year 1793; and after his death was sent’to me
from- Switzerland in-loose sheets, mixed ‘with
-many other papegs.- They have never since been
out of my possession’ until they very lately
went to the press, and were never+§een, -except
by Mr. Frederick North, Lord Glenbervie; and
Mr. Butler; and not by them till some years after
Dr. Vincent had published (viz. in 1800) his
Periplﬁs of the Erythréan Seéa; and it was the
last week in October, 1814, that I first commu- -
nicated, at the siggestion of a friend, ‘Mr. Gib-
bon’s manuscript to Dr. Vincent, 'with whom I

had ot the honour of being acquainted.
The
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'I'he Mlscellaneous Division concludes w1th ani
Index Expurgatorius, and very COplOl]S Selec-
tions from the Author’s “ Extraits Raisonnés dé
mes Lectures,” “ Recueil de mes Observations et
Pidces détachées,” and from his Journal, Com-
mon-place ‘Books, Memoranda, &c.; some of
which, however unimportant they may appear t¢
the fastidious critic, are introduced with a view -
of exciting in young students the same diligence
and apphcation by which Mr, Gibbon acquired
the knowledge and learning that have Tajsed hiny
50 high in the estimation of men of letters,

To the Address, the last article in ‘the - first
Edition of Mr. Gibbon’s Miscellaneous Works,
and the last he wrote, recommending that: our
Latin Memorials of ‘the'middle’ Ages, the Scrip-
tores' Rerum ‘Anglicarum; may be -published
in a'style worthy of the country, an explanatory
Supplement by Mr, Pmkerton (whom Mr. Gib=
bon mientions as the fit person for such a ‘work)-.
is-added. This Supplement undoubtédly “wil)
be very gratlfymg to all those who wish to know
Mr. Gibbon’s Plan respectmg that desu'abIe uq—
dertaklng
~ Most" of the aboye articles, although distin-
guished by great erudition and discernment, must",
be considered as Jjuvenile performances, as aps
pears from the dates of some, and from the hand-
writing of - others, which handwntmg, contrary

ao - to.
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to what usually happens,l improved cousiderably
as he mcreased in years; so much so, thatitis-

not dlﬁicult by means, of that crlterlonQ to. ﬁnd

the dates of his several Works. -He does not

seem, to have prepared them for pubhcatlon and

it lS very possﬂ)le that several of them were never
read by him a second time, .

- . In the Ta,ble of Contents, I have marked the
dates of the several Artlcles which have no datein
the ‘Work itself and the reader, recollectmg that,
Mr Gibbon was bom in May, 1737, mvill decide
what mdulgence they are entitled, to as _]uvenlle
compositions.- The Artlcles in these volumes were
wntten, some of them before Mr. Glbbon had
attamed his 19th, many of them before he had

'attamed his 21st, and the rest before he. had

‘attamed his 27th year, excepting the Memmrs
and. great part of . the. Letters j—the Mémoire
J ustxﬁcatlf—the delcatmn of some Passages.in
the 15th and 16th Chapters of the History—
Critical Observatlons on the Slxth :Book of the
Eneld—Dlssertatlon on L’Homme -au,.Masque
de F er—the Essay on the Character of Brutus-—
on the Posmon of the Mendlonal ‘Liné and sup~
posed Circumnavigation of Afrlca by the Anci-
ents—and the Antiquities of the House of Bruns-
wick, . Among the earhest ~may .be found some
of the most learned dlsqulsmons, S

I do Qot know that Mr. Glbbon ever \yrote a'
- line’
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line of verse, at least he never mentioned to me
that he had doue so; yet he by no means neg-
lected the Poets, but would read them aloud even
in his chaise when travelling, pa.rtlcu]arly Homer.

‘An Engraving from @ portrait of Mr. Gibbon,
painted by Mr. Warton forty years ago, viz. 1774,
before he became very corpulent, is prefixed to
this Edition. It is by far the best likeness of
him that exists.

SHEFFIELD.

* SmerriELD-PLACE,
26th Nov. 1814,

N B. Many .of the French Articles having
been before printed with an English Transla,-
tion, it was deemed unnecessary to publish both,
and the English Translation of several of them
has been preferred.

CON-
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FIRST EDITION.

Tux melancholy duty of* examiningthe Papers
of my deceased Friend devolved upon me at
a tlme when I was depressed by severe, aﬂhc-
txons ,
In that state of mmd | § hesxtated to under-
take the task -of selecting. and preparing ‘his -
Manuscripts for the press. The warmth of my
early and long attachment to Mr. Gibbon-made
me conscious of a partiality, -which it was not
.proper to indulge, especially i in revising many
of his juvenile and unfinished «compositions, .I
bad to guard, not only against a sentiment. like
my own, which I found extensively dlﬂ'used but
- also against the eagerness occasmned by a very
'general curiosity to see in print every hterary
relic, however 1mperfect of so- dxstmgulshed a
writer. : :
VOL. 1. b . Being -
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Bemg aware. how . dlsgracefully Authors of
Emmence ,have,been often treated,. by an indis-
- creet posthumous; publication of fragments-and
careless "effusions; when I had selected those .
| Papers: which to myself appeared the Sittest for
the public eye, I consulted some of our common
friends, whom [ knew to be equally anxious with
myself for Mr, Glbbons fame, and fully compe-
tent, from their Judvment, to protect it;
Undey such 2 sanction., it is, that, no ,longer
suspecting myself to view through too favourable
.2 medium the compositions, of my Friend, I now
'venture to pubhsh them: and it may here be
proper to glve some mformatlon to the Reader
respecting the Contents of these Volumes
- 'The most important part consists of Memoirs
of Mr, Glbbon s Life and Wrxtmvs a work which
~ he seems to have prOJected with pecuhar solici- _
- tude and attention, and of which he left Six
 different sketches, all in. his own’ hand-wrltmv
~ One of these sketches, the most, diffuse and cir--
- cumstantial, so far as it proceeds, Aends at the
time when he qultted Oxford Another at the
. year 1764, when'he travelled to Italy: A.third,
- at his father’s death, in 1770. A fourth, which
'he continued to March, 1791, appears in the
form. of Annals, much less- detailed than the
‘others. The two remaining sketches are still
_wmore imperfect. But it 'is dlﬂicult to discover
the
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the order in which these several Pietes ‘were
written. From all of them the followmg Me-
moirs have been carefully’ selected and puf. to-
gether.’ ‘

" My hesitation iu giving’ these Memou's to the
world -arose, ‘principally, from the circumstance
of Mr. Gibbon’s seeming, in  some respect, tiot
to have been quite ‘satisfied withathem, as’ he
had so frequently ‘varied “their form: yet, not-
withstanding ‘this diffidence, the ‘compositions,
though unfinished, ‘are so exéellent, that I think
myself jostified in permitting my Friénd to -ap+
pear-as his own biographer, ‘rather than- to have
that office’ undertaken by ahy other person less
qualified for it. ° : A

‘This opinion has rendered me’ ‘anxidus to pul:u-j
lish the present Memoirs, without & any unneces-
sary delay ; for I am persdeded "that the Anthor
of them cannot be made to: ‘dppear in’ a:truer
‘light than' he does in the following: page§ In
them, and in his different Letters, which I have ;
addedy will be found a conipleté pictare of his
talents," his- dlsposmon, his - studxes, and hls at
tamments, o e

“Those slight variations of* characte!i ‘whlch"
naturally arose in’ the progress of his Life, will
"be unfolded in 4 series of Letters," ‘selected from .
a Correspondence between ‘him 'and ° myself

“ b2 which
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- which: coutmued full thlrty years, -and’ ended
‘ wuth his death. .- SN 1
.« It'is to be lamented that all the sketches of
.the Memoirs, except that composed in' the form
of Annals, cease about twenty years before Mr.
Gibbon’s death ; and consequently, -that we have .
the. least detailed account of the most interesting
part of:his Life.. His Correspondence “during
. that period .will, in great measuye, supply the
- deficiency. It will be separated from the Me-
moirs and’ placed in an. Appendix, that those
who are not. disposed to be pléased with the
“repetitions; familiarities, and trivial circumstan-
ces of epistolary writing, may ot be embar-
rassed by it. By many, the Letters will be
found =2 very interesting -part of  the:-present
Publication. - They -will prove, how -pleasant,
friendly, and amiable Mr: Gibbon was in private '
‘life; and if, in publishing Letters so flattering to
myself, I incur the imputation of vanity, I shall
‘meét the charge with a frank ‘confession,: that.I
am indeed hwhly vain. of having enjoyed, for so
many years, the esteem, the confidence, ‘and
the ‘affection of a man, whose social qualities
endeared bim t6 the most accomplished society,
and whose talents, great as they were, must he
acknowledged to have been fully equalled by the
smcerxty of his friendship.

What-
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- Whatever censure may be pointed against the
Editor, the Public will set ‘a duer value on<the
Letters for their intrinsic merit. I must; indeed;.
be blinded, either by vanity or affection, if they
-do” not display the heart.and mind.lof ‘their
Aathor, in such. a manner as: justly to increase
the number-of his admirers. 1 .

-I have not been solicitous ta garble or expunge
. passages which, to' some; may Appear -trifling.
‘Such passages will ‘often, in- the opinion,of.the
.observing' Reader,  inark the .character. of the.
“Writer, and the omission-of them:would. inate-
rially take from the ease’ and famxhanty of au-
“thentic letters, - o :
"Féw men, I beheve, have ever so’ fuI]y AU

velled their own' character, by a minute narrative .

‘of their sentiments and- pursuits, as Mr..Gibbon
‘will here be found to have dene; not with: study
-and labour—-not with an affected frankness—but
‘with a genuine confession of his little foibles and
! pecu]iarities, and . a good-hu‘moured and natural,

‘'display of his own conduct and opinions. .
‘Mr. Gibbon began a Journal, a- werk dlstmctv
from the sketches already .mentioned, in: the
-early part of his Life, with the following. declara-
tion: - ‘
 “I propose from this day, August 24th <1761,
‘to” keéep an:exact Journal of: my actions and
b 3 studies, .
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studies, both ta assist my. memory, and to;accus-
‘tom jme td.set 3. gue yalue on ‘my time. I shall
"begin by setting dewn some few events of my past
life, the dates of shich I.can, remember.”.

. 'This,.industrious. project he pursued occa-
sionally in French, with the minuteness, fidelity,
and lib'erality of a mind. resolved to watch over
and improve itself., ... . .«

The Journal is contmued4 qm}el: dlﬂ'erent tltles,
and‘ is sometimes,;very, concise, and sometimes
si‘ngulai'ly. detailed; . One -part.of it is entitled
“ My Journal,” another “ Ephemerides, or Jour-
nal of my Actions, Studies, and Opinions.” The
other parts are entitled, “ Ephémérides, ou
Journal de ma Vie, de mes Etudes, et de mes
‘Sentimens.” , In .this Journal, among .the most -
-~ triyial clrcumstances, are mlxed very, interesting
observatlons and; dlsse:tatlons,,oq a . Satire of
Juvenal, a Passage of Homer,or of Longinus,
‘or-of any other author whose works he hap-
pened to, read. in the, course of the day;, and he
often passes from, aRemaxk .on the most common
event, to a: pntlcal D.tsqlps;tlon of. copsnderable
learning, or.an, Inqulrx intp some abstruse point
of Lhilosophyy... ¢ . e o efan com

"It certainly was mnot his mtentlon that ‘this |
private and motley, Diary should b,e;pxs:aanted to
the Public; nor have ] thought myself at liberty

' . to
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to present it, in ‘the shape.imwhich he lefi it -
But when reduced to af)'account of 4fs literary
occupations,: it’ forms so*singular’and so. fnte
resting a portrait of -an indefatigable Student;
that I persuade myself it will be: regarded as a
valuable acquisition by thé Literary World, ‘and-
as ‘an accession of fame to 'the memory f my
Friend. With the Extracts from' Mr. Gibbon’s
Journal will be- printed, “his Dissertations en--
titled “ Extraits' Raisonnés de mes ‘Lectures
_ and’ “ Recueil’ de- mes Observations] et Pitces
détachées surdifiérens Sujets.” A few other pas-
sages from' other ‘parts of the Journals, intro-
duced in Notes, will make a curious addmon to

t.he Memoirs..
- i-His first "Publication, “ Essai sur l’Etude dé
la Littérature,” with corrections and additions
from an interleaved copy which my Friend gave
to me several }ears ago, is repnnted as part ‘ofr
these volames, -

Three more of his’ Smallei' Pubhcatlons ‘are
also reprinted. 1 His masterly Criticism o the
-Sixth Book of Virgil, in snswér to Bishop War-
burton. '2.-His own Vindication of the Fifteenth
and Sixteenth Chapters of his History, in answer '
to Mr. Davis and others. "~ And 3. His “ Réponse
a l’Eprsé dela Cour de France,”—an occasional
»composmon, which obtained the highest applause.
in foreign Courts, and of which he spoke to me

b4 " . with
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'thh some pleasure, observmg that it had been

translated even into the Turkish language.®.:

. “Of "these various writings the ' Author vhas
spoken bimself, in describing his own Life. I
have yet to notice some articles: not mentioned
in his Memoirs, and which will be found in this
Publication. 1. A juvenile sketch, en'titled,'-
“ Outlines of the History of the World.”: 2.'A
Dissertation, which he had shewn to a few friends,
on that curious subject “ L’Homme au Masqué °

~de Fer.” 3. A more considerable work;-“ The
_Antiquities .of .the House: of Brunswicky” an

historical discourse, composed,.about:the .year

" 1790. 1In this Work he.intended to’ appropriate

separate books: 1. To the Italian descent;.2. To
the Germanic reign ; and, 3. To the British:Suc-
cession of the House. of Brunswick. The Ma-
nuscript closes in completing the Italian br'mch

_« of his subject.

Among the most Splendld passages of . that

unfinished work may be enumerated, the cha-

. racters. of Leibnitz and Muratori: A sketch of
.Albert-Azo the Second, ‘a prince who retained
_ his faculties and reputatlon beyond the age of

‘ : At Petersburoh and Vlenna it was curremly observed by the

ACorps Dlplomatxque, that the Enghsh mestry had pubhshcd a

“Memorial written not only with great and more than usual ability,

-"but also in French, 80 correct, that they must have emnloved a

Frenchman.
' one
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one hundred years: An ‘account 'bf'Padu'a “atid
its university, and remarks on “ﬂ)e epi¢ glory bi’
Ferrara. P

The last Piper, of: these Wo]umes has the
mournfal attraction -of being”'a ‘sketch” inter-
‘rupted by death, and affords an honourable proof
that my Friend’s ardour for the promotion of
historical ‘knowledge attended him to the last.
It is entitled merely,:* An Address:” and éx-
pressés a wish that our Latin' mémorials of the
middle ages, the ** Scriptores Rerum Anglica-
rum,” may be published in England, in'a manner
worthy of the subject, and of the country. He
‘mentions Mr. John' Pinkerton as a person well
qualified for the conduct of such a national un-
dertakmg ¥ g )

In the collection of wntmgs which 1 ‘am now
sending to the press, there is no article that will
so much engage the public attention as the Me-
moirs. ‘T will therefore tlose all I mean to say
as their Editor, by: assunnv the' Reader, that,
although I have in some ' measire newly arranged
those interesting Papers,' by forming one regular
narrative from the Six different sketches, I have
nevertheless adhered with scrupulous fidelity to
the very words of their Author; and I use the
letter S. {0 mark such Notes as 1t seemed to me
necessary to add.( :

It remains only to express a wish, thatin dis-

charging
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' chargmg this latest office of aﬁ'ectlon my regard
to the memory of my Friend may appear, as 1
trust it will do, ‘proportioned to the- high satis-
faction which I enjoyed for many years in pos-
sessing his_entire -confidence, and very partial
attachment. : :

SHEFFIELD.
- SnErFFIELD-PLACE,
6th Aug. 1795.

CON-
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My pars-aANU wrrTINGS,

In the fifty-second year:of miy age, after the
completion of*an arduous and successful work, I
now. propose to employ some moments of my lei-
_sure in r_eVIeng the sxmple transactlons of a pl‘l-
vate and literary life. Truth, naked, unblushing
truth, the first.virtue of more serious history,  must -
be the sole recommendation of this personal narra-
tive. The style shall be simple and familiar: but
style is the image of character; and the habits of
correct \vfitihgﬁmay produce, without labour or
design, the appearance of art and study. My own

amusement is my. motive, and will be- my reward: - ..

-and if these sheets are. commumcated to some dis- -
creet and indulgent friends, they will be secreted
from the pubhc eye till the author shall be re- -
moved beyond the reach of criticism or rldxcule.

- : N A hvely

. Thls passage is fotind in one‘only of the #ix sketches, ami in
that which seems to have been the first written; and Wthh was
Jaid aside among loosé papers.-* Mr. Glbb‘in’ dn’ his communi-

tations with"me on the sub_]ect of his Memoirs, a subject which

YOL. L, he
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A lively desire of knowmo' and of rec0rdmg our
ancestors so O‘enerally prevalls, that it must depend
on the influence of some common prmc:lple in the
" minds of men. We seem to have lived in the per-
sons of our forefathers it is the laboug and reward
of vanity to extend the term.of this ideal longevi-
ty. Our imagination is always active to enlarge
. the narrow circle in which Nature has confined'us. ,
Fifty or an hundred years may be allotted to an
individual; but we step forward beyond death with
- such hopes as religion and philosophy will sug-

‘°'est' and we fill up the silent vacancy that pre-

.cedcs our birth, by . associating ourselves to the .
- authors of our existence. Our calmer judgment -
will rather tend to moderate, than ta suppress, the
pride of an ancient and worthy race. The satyrist
" may laugh, the philosopher may preach; but Rea-
. son herself will respect the prejudices and habits,
which have been consecrated by the experience of
mankind. Few theré are who can sincerely .de-
spise in others, an advantage of which they are se-
.cretly ambitious to paxtake. The knowledge of
our own family f'rom a remote period, will be al-

- he had not mentioned to any otber person, expressed a determi-
nation of publishing them in his lifetime’; and. never appears to

" have departed from that resolution, excepting in one of his letters
annexed, in which he intimates & doubt though Tather carelessly, .
. whether in his time, or at any. time, they would meet the eye of
the public—In a conversation, however, not long before his
* death, I suogested to him, that, if he should make them .a full
" image of his mind, he would not have nerves to publish them, and
therefore that they should be ‘posthumous ;—He answered, rather
sagerly, thathe was determined to pubhsh them #n Ais life-time. S.

‘ ways
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way$ esteemcd as-an abstract pre-emme’uce since
it can never be promiscuously enjoyed; but the
longest series of peasants and mechanics would not
afford much gratification to the pride of their -de-
scendant.  We wish to discover our ancestors; but
‘we wish to discover them, possessed of ample for-
tunes, adorned with honorable titles, and holdmg
an eminent rank in the class of hereditary nobles,
which has been maintained for the wisest and
most beneficial purposes, in almost every climate.
of the globe, and in almost every modification of
political society.

Wherever the distinction of birth is. alloWed to
form a superior order in’ the state, education’ and
example should always, and will often, produce
among them a dimity of sentiment and propriety
of conduct, ‘which is. guarded from dxshonour by
their own and- the public estcem. If we read of
some illustrious line so ancient that it has no be~
ginning, so worthy that it ought to have noend,
we sympathize in its various fortunes; nor can we
blame the generous enthusiasm, or even the harm-
less vanity, of those who are allied to the honours
of its name. ' For my own part, could I draw ‘my.
pedigree from ‘a:general, a statesman, or: a celex-
brated author, I should study: their lives with- the
liligence of Hlial love.. In.the investigation of
rast events, our curiosity is stimulated by the im-~
mediate or indirect reference to- ourselyes; but in.
the * estimate of honour we. should 1eam to value.
che glfts of Nature. above those of Fortune to -
esteem in our aneestors the quahtles that best pro--

B2 . - : mote
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mote the nterests of society; and to pronounce the
* descendant of aking less truly noble than the off-
spring of-a man of genius, whose writings. will in-
struct .or delight the latest poster ity.~ The family:
of Confucius is, in‘my opinion, the most illustrious
in, the 'world. After a painful ascent of eight or.
ten centuries, our barons and princes of Europe are
dost in the darkness of the middle ages; but, in the
vast equality of the empire of China, the posterlty_
~of Confucius have maintained, above two thousand
“two hundred years, their peaceful -honours and
perpetual succession. The chief of the family is
still revered, by the sovereign and the people, as
 the lively image of the wisest of mankind.. The
nobility of the Spencers has been illustrated and
enriched by the trophies of Marlborouvh, but I
‘exhort them to consider the *Fairy Queen as the -
~ most precious JCWCI of their coronet. Our imimor-
«tal Fielding was-of the younger. branch of the
Earls of Denbigh, who draw their origin from' the
Counts of - Habsburov the lineal descendants of
Eltrico, in-the seventh century, Duke of - Alsace.
Far different have been the fortunes of the English -
and Geerman divisions of the family of Habsbm g:
the former, the knights and sheriffs of Lexcestex-
shire, have slowly risen to the diguity of a peer-
age; the latter, the Emperoxs of Germany, and
Klno's of Spam, have threatened the hbe1 ty of the

* Nor less praiseworthy are. the ladies three,
"The honour of that noble familie, ,
Of which I meanest boast myself to be. -

" SegvwcEr, Colin Clout, §c.v. 538..
' ) ) old,

FEY
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old, and invaded the treasures of the new world.
The successors of Charles the Fifth-may: disdain
their brethren of ‘England; but the romance: of
Tom Jones, that exquisite picture of human man-
-ners, will outlive the.palace of the. Escurial, and”
the imperial eagle of the house of Austria. =~ % -
"That these sentiments are just, or.at least natu-
ral, L am the more inclined to helieve; as'1 am not
myself | mterested inthe: cause; for I can derive
- from my ancestors nelther glory nor shame.. . Yet
‘a sincere and” sunple narrative of my dwn life
‘may amuse some of my leisure hours; but it will
“subject me, and:perhaps with justice, to the im-
putation of vanity. - I may judge, however, from
‘the -experience both of past and of the present
times, that the public are always curious to know .
the men, who have left behind them any image of
their minds: the most scanty accounts of . such
-men are compiled with diligence, and perused with '
eagerness; and the student of every class may -
derive a lesson, or an example, from the lives most
similar to his own. My‘name may hereafter .be ]
-placed among the thousand artlcles of d Biogra~
phia Britannica; and I must be conscious,. that
no one is so well quahﬁed as myself, to describe
the series of my thoughts and actions. The au-
thority of my masters, of the grave Thuanus, and
the philosophic Hume, might be sufficient to jus-
tify my design; butit Wou]d not be.difficult to
produce ilono' list of ancients and moderns, vho,
in various forms, have exhibited thexr own. por-
‘traits. - Such portraits are often. the most interest-
B3 - ) mo'
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ing, and sometlmes ‘the only mterestmor parts of .
_ their writings; and, if they be sincere, we seldom -
‘complain of the minuteness or prohxxty of these

personal .memorials. “The lives of the younger -
Phny, of Petrarch, and of Erasmus, are expressed

i the epistles, which they themselves have given

to_the world. The essays of Montagne a.nd Sir

Wllha.m Temple bring us home to the houses and

bosoms of the authors we smile without con-

tempt at'the headstrong passions of Benvenuto

Cellini, 'and the gay follies of Colley Cibber. The

~ confessions of St. Austin and Rousseau disclose

_ the secrets of the human heart: the commentaries

of the learned Huet have survived his evangelical

demonstration; and the memoirs of Goldoni are

more truly dramatic than his Italian comedies.

The heretic and the churchman are strongly mark-

ed in the characters and fortunes of Whiston and .
Bishop Newton ;-and even the dulifess of Michael

de Marolles and -Anthony Wood acquires some

value from the faithful representatlon of men and

manners.: That I am equal or superior to some of

these, the effects of modesty or affectation cannat

foxce me to dissemble.

My family is originally derived from the county
of Kent. The southern district, which borders
on Sussex and the sea, was formerly overspread
with, the - great forest Andenda., and even mow -
~ * retains
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retains the denomination of the Weald, or Wood-
land. In this district, and in the hundred and
parish of Rolvenden, the Gibbons were possessed of
lands in the year one thousand three hundred and
twenty-six ; and. the elder branch of the family,
‘without much increase or diminution of property,
still adheres to its mative .soil. Fourteen years
after the first appearance - of his name, John Gib-
bon js recorded as the’ Marmorarius or architect of
King Edward the Third: the. strong and stately
castle of Queensborough, which gualded the en-
trance of the Medway, was a monument of his
skill; and the grant of an heredltary toll on the
passage fronr Sandwich. to Stonar, in the Isle of
Thanet, is th¢ reward of no vulgar artist. In the
visitations of the heralds, the_G1bbons are fre-
quently mentioned : they held the rank of Esquire
*in an age, when that title was less promiscuously.
assumed : :one of them, in the reign. of Queen
Elizabeth, was captain of the militia of Kent; and
a free school, in the neighbouring town of Benenp—
den, proclaims the charity and opulence of its
founder. But time, or their own obscurity, has
cast a veil of oblivion -over the virtues and vices
of my Kentish ancestors; their character or sta-
tion conﬁned them to- the labours and pleasures of -
a rural life: nor.is. it in my power to follow the -
advice of the poet in an inquiry after a pame—

“ Go! search 1t tbere, where to be born, and die,
Of sich and poor makes all the history,”

so recent is the institution of our parish registers.
B 4 In
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In the beommno‘ of theé seventeenth ‘century, a
younger br anch of the Gibbons of Rolvender: mi-
grated from the ‘country to the city; and from this -
branch I do not blush to descend. - The law re-
quires some abilities ; the: church imposes some re-
straints; and before our army and -navy, our civil
estabhshments, .and " India empire, had opened
s0 many paths of fortune, the mercantile profes-
‘sion was more frequently chosen’ by youths of a
liberal race and -education, who aspired: to create
their own .independence.  Qur most respectable
families’ have not disdained the counting-house, or |
even the shop ; theif names are. inrolled in the
" Livery and Compa.nles of London; and in England,
as well as in the Italiin commonwealths heralds
have been compelled to declare, that gentility i¥
not degraded by the exercise of trade.© *
The armorial ensigns which, in the times of chi-
valry, - adorned the crest and shield of the soldler,
are now: become an empty decor atlon, which every
man, who has money to build a carriage, may paint -
according to his fancy on the pannels. My family
arms ‘are the same, which were borne by the Gib-"
Jbons of Kent in an age, when the College of He-
ralds- lelwxously gualded the dlstmctxons of blood
‘and mame: a lion fampant gardant between threé
‘schallop-shells Argent, on a ficld Azure.* I'should
not however have been tempted. to blazon my coat

* The father of Lord Chancellor Hardwicke mamed an heiress

of this family of Gibbon. The Chancellor’s ‘escutcheonin the

* Temple Hall quarters the arms of Gibbon, as does also that, in

Lincoln’s Inn Hall; of Charles York Chancellor.m 1770. - 8. f
0
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of arms, were it not connected with a wlnmsxcal
anecdote.—About the reign of James the First,
the three harmless schallop-shells were changed by
Edmund Gibbon, Esq. into three Ogresses, or fe-
male cannibals, with a desw'n of stigmatizing thiree
ladies, his kinswomen, who had provoked him by
4n unjust lawsuit, But this singular mode of ‘re«
venge, for which he obtained thé sanction of Sir
William Seagar,. kmo‘ at arms, soon’ expned w1th
its author; and, on his own monument in-the
Temple church, the monstets vanish, and the three
schallop-shells Tesume, theu proper and heredltary
place. ’
Our a.Ihzmces by matridge it is : not dlswaceful
to mention. * The chief honom of my ancestr
James Fiens, Baron Say ‘and Seale, and Lord <rh
Treasurer of England, in-the reign of Henry t the
Sixth; from whor by the Phehps the Whetnalls,v
and the Cromers, 1. am lineally descended in the
eleventh degree. - His dismission and’ 1mpuson—
ment in the Tow erwere insufficient to appease the
"po€ular clamour; and the Treéasurer, with his son-
in-law Cromer, was beheaded (1450), after a mock
trial by the Kentish insurgents. The blagk list.of
‘his oﬂ'ences, -as it Is exhlblted in Shakespeare, dis-
~plays the ignorange and envy of a plebeian 1:yra,111:r
-Besides the vagiie reproathes of selling Maine and
“Normandy to the Dauphin, the Treasuler is- spe-
cially accused of luXury, for udmo on a foot-cloth, :
‘and of” treason, for speaking French, the. language
~ of our enemies: . % Thou hast most etlaltelously
"lcorrupted the youth of the realm,” says Jack Cade.
. to
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‘

to the unfortunate Lord, * in erecting a grammar- -
school ; and whereas before, our forefathers, had no
other books than the'score and the tally, thou hast
caused printing to. be used; and, contrary ‘to the
king, his crown, and dwmty, thou hast built a°
paper-mill. It will be proved to thy face, that
thou hast men about thee, who usually talk of a
noun and a verb, and such abominable words, as
no christian ear can endure to hear.” Our dra-
matic poet is generally more attentive to character
than to history; and I much fear that ‘the art of
prmtmo was. not .introduced into England till
several years after Lord Say’s death: but of some
of these meritorious crimes I should hope to find

-my ancestor guilty ; and a man of letters may be
proud of his descent from a patron and martyr of
learning.

" In the becrmnmo of the last century, Robert Gib-
bon, Esq. of Rolvenden in Kent,* (who-died m -
1618,) had a son of the same name of Robert, who
settled in London, and became.a member of -the
Clothworkers’ Company. - His wife was a daugh-
ter of the Edoms, who flourished about four hun-

b Roberl G:bbon, my lmeal ancestor, m the ﬁfth dem‘ee, was
it may be presumed that he had appeared in arms at the time of
the Spanish invasion. His wife was Margaret Phillips, daughter

_of Edward Phillips de la Weld in' Tenterden, and of Rose his-
wife, daughter of- George Whitnell, of East Peckham, Esqulre
Peckham, the seat of the Whitnells of Kent, is mentioned, not
indeed much to its honour, in the Mémoires du Comte de Gram-
‘mont, a classic work, the delight of every man and woman .of
taste to whom the French language is familiar.

dred



MY LIFE AND WRITINGS. 11

drcd years in the county of Suffolk, and produced
an eminent and wealthy serjeant-at-law, Sir Gre-
gory Edgar, in the reign of Henry the Seventh.
Of the sons of Robert. Glbbon, (who died in 1643,)
Matthew did not aspire above the station of a
lmen-draper in. Leadenhall-street; but John has
given to the public some turious memorials of his
existence, his character, and his family. He was
born on the 8d of November, in the year 1629,
his education was liberal, at a grammar-school, and
afterwards in Jesus College at Cambridge; and he -
celebrates the retired content-which he enJoyed at.
- Allesborough in ‘Worcestershire,. in the house of
Thomas Lord Coventry, where he was employed
as a domestic tutor. But the spirit of my kinsman
soon- immerged into more active life$ he visited
foreign countries as a soldier and a traveller, ac-
qulred the knowledge of the French and Spanish,
languages; passed some time in the. Isle of Jersey,
crossed the Atlantic, and, resided upwards of ‘a
twelvemonth (1659) in the rising colony of Virgi-
nia. In this remote  pravince, hls taste, or rathet
passion, for heraldry found a singular gratification’
at.a war-dance of the native Indians. As they
moved in measured steps, brandishing their toma-
hawks, his curious eye contemplated their little
shields of bark, and their naked bodies, which were
painted ;with the colours and symbols of his
“favourite science, % At -which (says he) I ex-
ceedingly wondered and concluded that heraldry .
was ingrafted . naturall_y into the sense of human
: : race.
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race. If 80, it deserves a o*1eater csteem tharr
now-a—days is put upon it.” HIS return to EnOIand o
after the restoration was soon followed by hls miar-
riage-—his settlement in a house'in St. Catherine’s
Cloystex, near the Tower, which devolved to my
grandfather—ard his introduction into the Heralds®
College (in 1671) by the style and title of Blue-
mantle Pursuivant at Arms.. In this office he en-
Joyed near fifty years the rare felicity of uniting, in
“the same pursuit, his duty and inclinationi: his
'name is remembered in the College, and many of °
his letters are still preserved. Several of the most
respectable characters of the age; Sir William Dug-
dale, Mr. Ashmole, Dr..John Betts, and Dr. Nehe-
miah Grew, were his friends; and in the society of
such men, Johi Gibbon may be recorded without
disgrace as-the member of an astrological club.
The study of hereditary honours-is favourable to
the Royal prerogative ; and my kinsman, like most -
of his family, was a high Tory both in church and
state. In the latter end of the reign of Charles
the Second, his pen was exercised in the cause of
thé Duke of York: the Republican faction he
most cordially detested ; and as each animal is con-
scious of its prope1 arms, the herald’s revenge was -
emblazoned on a most diabolical escutcheon But
the triumph of the Whig government checked the.
preferment of Blue-mantle and he was even sus-’
pended fiom his office till’ hls tongue could learn
‘to pronounce the oath of abJuxatlon His life was
snrolonged to the age of ninety; and, in the ex-
: - pectation
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pectation of the mewtable though uncertain hour,
he wishes to preserve the blessings of health, com..
petence, and virtue; In the year 1682 he pub-
‘lished at London his Introductio ad Latinam Bla~ -
soniam, an original attempt which Camden had.
desiderated, to defire, in a Roman idiom, the terms.
and attributes of a Gothic: institution. It is not
two years since I acquired, in a foreign land, some
domestic mtellwence of my own family ; and this
intelligence was conveyed to Switzerland from the
“heart of Germany. I had formed an a.cquamtancq
with Mr. LZanger, a lively and ingenious scholar,
while he resided at Lausanne as preceptor to’ the
Hereditary Prince of Brunswick. On his return
to his proper statioil of Librarian to the Ducal
lelary of ‘Wolfenbuttel, he accidentally found
among some literary rubbish a small old English .
volume of heraldry, inscribed with the name of «
John Gibbon. Frout the title-only Mr. Lanver '
. judged that it might be an: acceptable present to
his friend ; and he Judved ughtly  His manner is
quaint and affected ; his.order is confused : but he
displays some wit, more reading, and still more en:
thusmsm and if an enthusiast be often absurd, he
is never languid. An English text is perpetually
mterspersed with Latin sentences in prose and
verse; but in his own pdetry he claims an exemp-
tion ﬁom the laws of prosody. Amidst a profu-
sion of genealogical know ledge, my kinsman coyld
not be fowetful of his own name; and to him I
am mdebted for almost thie whole information ¢on.
' cefning
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cemning the Gibbon famhily.* From: this small
- work (a. duodecimo of one hundred and sixty-five
“pages) the author expected immortal fame: and at
the conclusion. of his labour he smvs, ina straln of
self-exultatlon ; ‘

“ Usque huc corrigitur Romana Blasonia per me;
Verborumque dehinc barbara formacadat.
- Hie liber, ‘it meritum si forsitan incidet usum, -
Testis rité mew sedulitatis erit.
Quicquid agat Zoilus, ventura fatebitur ztas-
Artis qudd fueram non Clypearis 'inops.”

* Such are the hopes of authors' . Tn the failure of
those hopes. John Glbbon has not been the first of
his profession, and very possibly may not be the
last of his name. His brother Matthew.Gibbon,
the draper, had one daughter and two sons—iny
grandfather Edward, Who was born in the year
" 1666, and Thomas, afterwards Dean of Carlisle. -
Accordmg to: the mercantile creed, that the best
~book is a proﬁtable ledger, the writings of John
the herald would be much less precious s than those
of his nephew Edward : but an author professes at
least to write for the pubhc benefit; and the slow
“balance of trade can be pleasing to those persons
only, to whom it is advantageous. The successful
industry of my g vrandfather raised him above the
level of hlS immediate ancestors, he appears t to have

# Mr. Gibbon seems, after t}us was wntten, to bave collected
much additional information- respecting his famxly ; as appean
from a number of manuscripts in. my possession.” S.

launched
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_launched into various and .extensive dealings:
even his opinions were subordinate to his interest;
and I find him in Flanders clothm«r King William’s
troops, while he, would have contracted | with more
pleasure, though not peihaps at a cheaper rate, for
the service of King James. During his residence
abroad, his concerns at home were managed by his
mother Hester, an active and notable woman.
Her second husband was a widower, of the nanie
of Acton: they united the children of their first
nuptials. After his marriage with the daughter of
Richard Acton, goldsmith in Leadenhall-street, he
gave his own sister to Sit Whitmore Acton, of Al
denham and I am thus connected, by a triple
alliance, with that ancient and loyal family of
Shropshire baronets. It consisted about that time
of seven brothers; all of gigantic stature; one of
whom, a pigmy of six feet two inches, confessed -
himself the last and the least of the seven ; adding,
in the true spirit of party, that such men were not _
born since the Revolution. Under the Tory admi-
nistration of the four last years of “Queen Anne,
(1710—1714) Mr. Edward Gibbon was appointed
one of the Commissioners of the Customs ; he sat
at that Board with Prior: but the- merchant was
better qualified for his station than the poet ; since
Lord Bolingbroke has been heard to declare, that he
had never conversed with a man; who more clearly
understood the commerce and finances of England,
In the year 1716 he was elected one of the Drrec-
‘tors ‘of the South Sea Company ; and ‘his books+
exhibited the proof that, beforc his acceptance of

this
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this fatal. office;- he bad acquired an'indepéndeht '
fortune of sixty thousand pounds. .
~ But his fortune was overwhelmed in the shxp-
wreck \of the year twenty, and the labours of
thirty years were blasted in a slngle day. Of-the
use or abuse of the South Sea scheme, of the guilt
or innocence of my grandfather and his- brother
Dxrectors, I -am. neither a competent nor a disin~
- terested Jjudge. Yet the equity of modern times
must condemn the violent and arbitrary proceed-
ings, which would have disgraced the cause of
justice, and would render injustice still more odious. -
No sooner had the mation. awakened from  its
golden dream, than a popular and even a parlia-
mentary clamour, demanded. their victims: but it
was acknowledwed on all ,s,ldes that the South Sea.
Directors, however guilty, -could not be touched
by any known laws of the land. T he speech of
Lord Molesworth, the author of The State of Den-
mark, ‘may shew the temper, or rather the intem~ .
perance, of the Housc. of Commons. ¢ Extraor-
“dinary -crimes (exclaimed that ardent Whig) call
aloud for extraordinary remedies." The Roman
lawo ivers had not, foreseen the possible existence
of a parricide: but assoon as the.first monster ap-
peared, he was sown in"a sack, and cast headlong
into the river; and I-shall be content to inflict the
same treatment on the authors of our present ruin.”
His motion was not literally.adopted ; but a bill of
pains and penalties was introduced, -a retroactive
. statute, to pumsh the offences, which did not
c‘ust at the time they were committed. - Such a
’ pcxmcxous
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pernicious violation of liberty and law can be ex-
cused only by the most mipenous necessxty, nor
could it be defended on this occasion by the plea.
of impending danger or useful example. The 1egls-
lature restrained the persons of -the Directors, im-
‘posed an exorbitant security for their appedrance;
and marked their characters with & previous note
of igflominy: they were-compelled “to.deliver;
upon oath, the strict value of their estates; and
were disabled from making-any- transfer or.alien-
ation of any part of their property. Against.a bill
of pains and penaltles it-is the c6mmon. right of
every subject to be heard by 'his counsel at the
bar: they prayed to be heard; their prayer was
refused; and their- oppressors, ~who -required o
evidence, would listen to no defence. It had beer
at first proposed that one-eighth of' their respectlve
estates should. be allowed for the futire’ gupport
of the Directors ; but it was specxously urged, that
in the various shades of opulence and guilt such
an unequal propartion would-be too light for many,
and for some might possibly: be too heavy. The
character: and conduct of each mian  were separately
weighed ; but, instead of the calm solemnity. of 2
Judncxal inquiry, the fortune and honour ‘'of threé
and ‘thirty. Englishmey . were -made’ the toplc of
hasty copversation, the sport of alawless maputy, .
and the Jbasest membe1 of the committee, by ama-
licious .word “or a silent vote, might indulge his
general spleen or personal animosityi - InJury was
aggravated by insult, and insult was'embittered by
pleasantry., Allowances of twenty pounds, or oné
VoL L . - c e shxllmg,



: 18 Mm:oms or

shilling, -were - facetiously. moved A vacrue 1C-
port. that a Director had fotmerly been concemed
in'another project, by which some unknown pers
sons had.lost their money, was admitted as a _proof
of his actual guilt. One man was ruined because
he had dropt a foolish speech, that his horses, should
feed upon gold; another because he was grown sp -
proud, that, one day at the Treasury, he had refused
a civil answer: to' persons much above him. AllL
were condemned, absent and unheard, in arbitrary
fines and forfeitures, which swept away the greatest
part. of their substance: . Such bold oppression can
sca.lcely be shielded by the amnipotence of parlia»
ment:and yet it may bé seriously questioned,
whethcr the J udo'cs of the South Sea. Directors
were the true- and legal representatives. of their
country. The first parliament of George the First
had been. chosen (1715) for three years: the term -
bhad elapsed, their trust was expired ; and the fous
additional years (1718—1729,) during which they
continued to sit, were derived not, ﬁom the people,
but from themselves; from the strong measure of
the septennial. bill, which can only be paralleled
by dl. serar di. consiglia of the Venetian history.
Yet candour. will ewn that to the same parliament
cvery Enghshnmn is deeply indebted : the septens
pial act, so vicious®in its origin, has been sancs
tionad by time, experience, and the nat1ona1 con
sent. - Its first operation secured .the House of Has
nover on the throne, and its permanent, influence .
maintains the peace’ and “stablity. of - gqvcmment
As often'as a. repeal has been moved in the House
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of Commons, I have given-in tts defence a.clear
and conscientious vote. . K
"My grandfather could not expgce ta be treated
with more lenity than bis companjons, His Tory,
.principles and connectlons rendered him: obnoxloug
to the ruling powers: his name is reported in a sus-
picious secret; and his well-known .abilities could
not plead the excuse of ignorance or érror.  In the
first, proceedings against the South Sea - Dnectm:
Mr. Gibbon isone of the few who were taken into
custody ; and, in-the final sentence, the measure-
of his fine proclaims him eminently guilty. The
total estimate: which he delivered on oath to the
House of . Commons amoxnted to one hundred and
six thousand five, hundred andforty-three pounds;
- five shillings, and sixpence, exclusive of antecedent
settlements. . Two different allowances of: fifteen
and of ten thousand pounds were, mdved for Mr,
Gibbon ;. but, on’ the question- being put, it was
carried wlthout adivision for the smaller sum, On
these ruins, with the skill and. credit, of which par-
liament had not. heén.able to despeil him, my,
grandfather at 3 matyre age erected the edifice; of
'3 new fortine ;- the Jabours™ of ‘sixteen.years werq
.amply ‘rewarded; and I have reason: to. believe
that the second structure was not. much inferi ior to
the first, He had realized a very, considerable: pro-
perty in Sussex, Hampshire, Buc;kmghamsh;re, and,
the New River Company;-.and had acquired a spa«.
emus house, with - O‘atdens and lands, at Putney,.

. ® Since inhabited by Mr Wood Sir John.SheIley, the Duke of

Norfolk; &c - T e
cL"_ m. .
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n Surry* where he resided in decent hospitality.
He died in December 1736, at the age of seventy;
and by his last will, at the expense of Edward, his
- otily son, {with whose marriage he was not perfectly .
reconciled,) enriched his two daughters; Catherine .
and Hester, The former became the wife of My,
Edward Elliston: their daughter and heiress Cathe-
* riné was married it the year 1756 te Edward Eliot,
*Esq. (now Lord Elipt,)of Port Eliot,in the county of
Cornwall ; and their three & sons are my nearest male
‘velations on the father’sside” A life of devotion and
cehbacy was the choiceof my aunt, Mrs. Hester Gib-
-~ bon, who, at the age of eighty-five, still resides in a
herm1ta0'e at Chffe, in Northamptonshire; ‘having
long survwed her spmtual guide and faithful com-
panion Mr. William Law, who at an advanced age,
~ about the year 1761, died in her house.- In our fa-
mily he had left the reputation of a , worthy and pious
man, who beliéved all that he professed, and prac-.
tised all that he enjoined. The character of a non--
,Juror, which he maintained to. the last, is a suffi-
cient ev idence of his’ principles in chyrch and state j
and the sacrifice ‘of interest to' conscience will
be always Tespectable, His -theological writings,
which our'domestic’connection has tempted me. to
peruse, preserve an imperfect sort of life, and I can
pronounce with' more’ confidence and knowledge
on the merits'of the author. Hislast composmons
are darkly tinctured by the- -incomprehensible ‘vi-
sion$ of Jacob Behmen;.and his discourse on the
absolute unlawfulness of stagc-entertainments is
sometimes quoted fora ndlculous mtempemnce of
sentlment _
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seatiment and language. ¢ The actor$ and spec-
tators must all be damned:. the ‘playhouse i$ the
porch of Hell, the. place of the Devil’s abede, where.
he holds his filthy court.of evil spirits:.a play is
“the Devil’s triumph, a sacrifice .performed to his
glory, asmuch as in the heathen temples of Bacchus
ot Venus, &c. &c.” But these sallies of 1e11cr10us
- phrensy must not: extmfrulsh the praise, whlch is.
due to Mr. lehq.m Laav as. a wit.and a scholar,.
His argument on topxcs of less absurdity is specious$
and acute, his manher is lwely, his style forcible
‘and clear; and, had not his vigorous mind been
clouded by enthusiasm,- he-might. be 1anked with
the most agrecable.and ingenious writers, of the
times. Whlle the Bandorian controversy -was a
“fasliionable theme, he entered the.lists on the sub-
ject of Christ’s kingdom, and the authorlty of the
priesthood : ‘against the plain account of the sacrd-
ment of the Lord’s Supper he resumed the combat
with Bishop Hoadley, the object of Whig idolatry,
and Tory abhorrence; and at every weapon of at-
tack and defence the nonjuror, on the ground which
'~ is common ta both, approves ] hxmself at least equal
to the prelate. On the appearance of the Fable.of
the Bees, he drew his: pen against the licentious
doctrine that private vices are pubhc beneﬁts, and
.mmalxty as well as re1101on must join in his ap-
plause. Mr. Law’s mastel—wmk the éerzous Call,
is still read as a popular and powerful book of dé-
votion, His precepts are rigid, but they are
founded on the gospel : his satire is sharp, but it is
drawn frqm' the knowledge of human life; and
c3 many -



29. MEMOIRS OF

many of his portraits are not unworthy of the pe -
of La Bruyere. If he finds a spark of piety in his
- reader’s mind, he will ‘soon, kindle it to a flame ¥
‘and a’ phﬂosopher must allow that he exposes, with,
‘equal severity and truth, the strange contradiction -
between the faith and practice of the Christiany
world. ‘Under the names of Flavia and Miranda
hé has admirably described my two aunts———the
heathen and the christian sister. :

' My father, Edward Gibbon, was bom in Octo~
ber 1707 : at the age of thirteen he could scarcely
feel that he was disinhefited by act of paliament;
and, as he advanced towards manhood, new pro-

" spects of fortune opened to his view. A ‘parentis
most attentive to supp]y in his children the defici-
encies, of which he is conseious in himself: ‘my
grandfather’s knowledge was derived from a
strong ‘understandmO, and the experience of the
ways of menj but my father enjoyed the bene.
fits of a liberal education as a, scholar and a gen«
tleman. At Westminster School, and afterwards at
Emanuel College in Cambridge, he passed through

4 regular course of academical diseipline ; -and the
care of his learning and morals was entrusted to hiis .
prlvate tutor, the same Mr. William Law, But the
‘mind of a saint is above or below the present world ;

"and while the pupil proceeded on his travels, the
tutor remained -at -Putney, the much-honoured
fiiend and -spiritual director of. the whole famlly.
My father resided some time at Paris to acquire
the fashionable exermses and as his temper was,
warm and social, he indulged in those pleaSurf(;s,

. . . . ©* for



MY LIFE AND WRITINGS. - 23

for which the strictmess of his former educationhad -
given him a keener relish. - He afterwards visited
several provinces' of France; but his excursions
were " neither long nor remote; and the slender
knowledge, which’ he had gamed of the French
language, was gradually obliterated. His p3ssage
thfough Besangon is matked by a “singular conse-
quence in the chaimr of human events. Inadan:
gerous illness’ Mr. Gibbon was attended, at his owr’
request, by one of his kinsmen of the name of Ac-
ton, thé younger brother of a. younger brother, who
had applied himself to the study of physic. . Dur-
ing the slow recovery of his patient, the physiciah’
hxmself was gttacked by the malady of love: he
married his mistress, renounced hi¢ country and re-
Tigion, settled at Besangon and became the father
of three’ sonjs ; the eldest of whom, Genefal Acton,
is conspicuous in Europe as the prxncxpal Minister
of the King of the Two Sicilies.- By an uncle
whom _another stroke of fortune had transplanted
“to Leghorn, he was educated in the naval service
of the Emperor; and his vgloiir and conduct in the
command of the Tuscan frigates protected the re-
treat of the Spaniards from Algiers.~ On ny fa.
ther’s return to England he was chosen in the ge.
.neral election of 1734 to serve in ‘parliament for '
the .borough of Petersfield; a burgage tenure, of
which my vrandfather possessed a weighty share,
till he’ ahenated (I know not why) such important '
‘propeérty.. “In the opposmon to Sir Robert Walpole
and the Pelha,ms, prejudice and society connected
‘his son Wwith the Tories,~ shall I say Jacobites?
c4 “or,
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“or, as they wére - Pleased to style . themselves, the -
country gentlemen?. with them he gave many a
vote; with them he drank many a hottle. With
‘out acquiring the fame of an or: ator or a statesman,
he eagerly joined in the great opposition, which,
after a seven years. chase, hunted down Sir Robert
Walpole: and in the pursuit of an unpopular mi-°
nister, he gratified a pr ivate revenge against theop-
pressor of his family in the South Sea persecution. -
T was born at Putney, in the county of Surry,
“the 27th of Aprll 0.8. in the year one thousand
seven hundred and-thirty-seven ; the first child of
the marriage of Edward Gibbon, Esq. and of Judith
Porten:* My lot might- have been that of a slave,
a savaoe, ora peasant nor can.- Y reflect without
-pleasure on the bounty of Nature, which cast my
‘birth'in a_ free and civilized country, {n ak age of
science and philosophy, in a family of honoulable
rank, and decently endowed with the gifts of for-
‘tune.. From my birth I have enjoyed the rloht of
primogeniture # but I was succeeded. by ﬁve bro-
Athexs and one s1ster,\all of whom were snatched
away in their mfancy My five brothers, whose
-names may be found in the pansh register of Put-

* The union to which I owe my blrth was a marriage of incli-
‘nation and esteem. -Mr. James Porten, a- merchant of London,
resided with his faxmly at Putney, in'a house adjoining to the
‘bridge and church-yard, ‘where I have passed many happy hours
of my childhood. . He left ane son (the late Sir Stanier Porten)
and three daughters : Catherine, who ‘preserved her maiden name,
'and of whom I shall hereafter speak ; another daughter married
- Mr. Darrel of Richmond, and left two sons, Edward and Robert;
‘the youngest of the three sisters was Judjth, my mother. -
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ney, I shall not pretend to lament:--but-from my
childhood to ¢he present hour I liave deeply and
sincerely regretted my sister, whose life was somer
what prolonged, and whom I remerfiber to have
seen an amiable infant. The relation of a brother -
and a sister, especially if they donot marry, appears
to me of a very singular nature. It is a‘familiar
and tender ‘friendship with a female, much about
our own age; an affection perhaps softened by the
secret influence of sex, but pure from any mixture
of sensual desire, the sole species of Plitonic, love
that can be indulged Wlth truth, and without
danger. .
At the general election of 1741, Mr. Gibbon and
- Mr. Delmé stood an expensive and successful con-
test at Southampton, against Mr. Dummer and Mr,
Henly, afterwards Lord Chancellor.and Earl of
Northington. The Whig candidates had :a majo-
rity of the resident voters; but the coxporatxon was
firm in the Tory interest : a sudden creation of one
hundred and seventy new freemen turned the scale;
‘and a- supply was readily obtained: of respectable
~ volunteers, who flocked from all parts of England -
to support the cause-of their political friends. ‘The
new parhament ‘opened with the yictory of an op-
© position, which’ was fortified by strong clamour
_ and strange coalitions: -From the event of the first
divisions,. Slr Robert \Valpole percelved that. ]16
- could no longer. lead a-majority in'the. House of
Commons, and - prudently resmned (after a doml—
nion of one and twenty years) “the guidance of the
state (1742). - But ‘the fall of an ‘unpopular mi-
“nister -
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hister ‘was-fiot succeeded, acco*xdmrr to rrenelal
expectation; by a millennium of happmess and virs
tue:: ‘some courtiers lost their places, some patriots
lost ‘theit characters, .Lord: Orford’s offences. va- -
nished with his power § and- after a short vibration,
the Pelhath government was fixed on the old basis
of the Whig dristocracy.: In the year 1745, the
throne: and the constitution were attacked by-a re-
~ bellion, which dé6és not reflect much honour on the .
national spirit: since the English. friends of the
Pretendel ‘wanted courdge to join his standard, and
his enemies (the bulk: of the people) allowed him
to.advance into the heart of the kingdom, . With«
out ‘daring, perhaps ‘without - desnmo' to-aid. the
rebels, my father mvanably adhexed to the. Toxy :
opposition. In the most critical seasqn he accepted,
for the service of the party, the office of alderman
in the city of London: but the duties- were so re-
pugnant to his- inclination and -habits, that he re-
signed his gown at the end of a few months. The
second parliament in which he sat was prematurely
dissolved (1747:) and as he was unable or unwil<
ling to maintain a secord contest for Southampton;,
the life of the senator expired in that dissolution..
‘The death of a new-born child before that of its
parents may seem an unnatural, but it is stuctly
a probable event : since of any given number the
_ greater’ part are ‘extinguished. before their ninth
year, before they possess the faculties of the mind
or body. Without accusing the profuse waste ot
imperfect wmkmanslnp of Nature, I shatl only ob-

~§erve, that this unfavourable thance. was ‘multi-
plied
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plied against my infant existence. So feeble was
. ‘my constitution, so precarious my 1ife, that, in the
baptxsm of my brothers, my father’s prudence suc-
cessiv ely repeated my christian* name of Edward,
that, in case of the departure of the eldest sox, this
ratronynnc appellatlon mwht be still perpetuated
n the family, -

Uno avulso non deficit alter. V

To preserve and to rear so frail a bemg, ‘the most
tender assiduity was scarcely sufficient; ‘and my
. mother’s attention was somewhat diverted by her
frequent pregnancies, by an' exclusive passion for
her husband, and by the dissipation of the world, in
which his taste and authority obliged her to mingle,
But the maternal office was supphed by my aunt,
Mrs. Catherine Porten ; at whose namé I feel a teat
of | gratitude trickling d down my cheek. A lifeof ce.
llbacy transferred her vacant affection to her sister's
first child: my weakness excited her pity ; her at-
tachment was fortified by labour and success: and
if there be any, *as I trust there are some, who re-
Joice that I live, to that dear and excellent woman -
they must hold themselves indebted. Many anxious
and sohtary days did she consume in the patient
trial of every mode of relief and amusement, Many
wakeful nights did she sit by my bedside in trem-
bling -expectation that each hour would be my last,
Of the various and frequent disorders of my child-
hood my own recollection is dark 5 nor' do I wish
" 10 expatiate on so disgusting a topic Suffice it to
say, that while every prattitioner, from Sloane and
. Ward
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Ward' to the Chevalier "Taylor, was successively
sumnioned to.torture or relieve me, the care of my
mind was too frequently neglected for that of my
- health : compassion always - suvgested an ‘excuse
for the 1ndu1°‘ence of the master, 67 the idleness of
the pupil ;- and the chain of my’education was
broken, as often as T was tecalled from the school
- of learning to the bed.of sickness.

As soon as the use of speech had prepared my in-
fant reason for the. admlssmn of knowledge, I was,
 taug ht the arts of reading, wr 1t1ng, and arlthmetlc

So remote is the date, so vague is the memoty of

their origin in myself that, were not the error cor-
rected by analoo'y, I should be tempted to conceive
them -as” innate. In my childhood. 1 was plansed
_for the readlness, with which I could multiply and
- divide, by memory alone,. two sums of several
figures: such praise encouraoed my.growing ‘talent;
and had I persevered in thls line of apphcatlon, I
might have ‘acquired some fame in mathematical
studles < S :

After this previous mstxtutlon at’ home or at a
day-sc'hool at Putney, I was deliveied: at the age’
of seven into- the hands.of Mr. J olin Kirkby, Who
.exercised abaut eighteen months the office of my -
domestic tutor. Hls own wor ds, Whlch 1 shall here
transcribe, inspire in his favour a sentiment of pity
and esteem.—* During my abode: in my native "
county of Cymberland, in quahty of an mdlo'ent
curate, I' used now-and-then in a summer, when
the pleasantness of the season invited, to take a so- -
htaryn walk to the sea-sho,re, Wthh lies about two

" miles
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miles from the town where I lived. ‘Here 1 would
amuse. myself, one while in viewing-at large the
agrecable prospect which surrounded ‘me, and an-
other while (confining my srght to nearer oblects)
in admrrmg the vast variety of beautiful shells,
thrown upon the' beach; some of the choicest of
which ¥ always picked up, to divert my little- ones’
upon my return. One time amonu the rest, takmo-
suchajourney in my head, I sat down upon the deJ
clivity of the beach with my face to the sea, Whlcl’f
Was oW come up within a few yards of i iny feet;
when immediately the sad thought of the wretched
condition of my family, and the unsuccessfulness of
all endeavours to amend it, care crowding into my
- mind, which drove me intoa deep melanchon, and:
ever and anion forced tears from my eyes.’ > Distress
atlast forced him to leave the country. His Iea,rnmo
and virtue introduced him to my father, and at Put—
ney he mlght have found at leasta temporary shel-
ter, had not an act of indiscretion : again driven him
intothe world. ‘One day reading prayersinthe parrsh
church, he most unlutkily forgot the name of ng
- George: lus ‘patron; aloyal subJect dismissed him
’twrth some reluctance, and ‘a decent reward and
how the poor man ended his days I have never been
ablé to learn. Mr. John Kirkby is the author of
two small volumes; the Life of Automathes (Lon-
don;’ 1743,) and an Enghsh -and’ Latin ‘Grammar
(London; 1746.;). which, ‘as a testrmony of grati-
. tude; he dedicated (November 5th," 1745) to iy
father. - The books are before me~ from them-the
pupil. may Jjudge. the- preceptor + ‘and, upon: the
whole, .
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whole, his, judgment will mot be unfavourable;
‘The grammar is.executed with accuracy and skill,.
and I know not whether any better existed at the
time in our language: but the life of Automathes
~ aspires to the honours of a plnlosophxcal fiction,
It is the story of a youth, the son of a shlpwxecked '
c\lle, who lives alone on a desert island from in-
fancy to the age of manhood.. - A hind is his nurse,'
he inherits a cottage, with many useful and curi»
ous instruments; some ideas remain of the eduga- -
tion of hlS two first years ; some arts dare borrowed
from the beavers of a: meighbouring lake; some

' truths aré revealed in supematural visions, With
these helps, and his own industry, Automathes be-
comes - a. self-taught though speechless philoso-
pher, who had inv estloated with success his own
mind, the natuxaI warld, the abstract sciences, and
the great rmcxples of moxahty and religion. The -
_authm is not entitled to the merit of invention,
since he has blended - the ‘English'story of Robin--
son Crusoe with the Arabian romance of Hai Ebn

: Yokhda.n, which he might have read in the Latin
version of Pocock. In the Automathes I cannot
praise either. the depth of thouofht or elegance of
style; but the book is not dev oxd of enter tamment
or instruction; and among several interesting pas-
sages, I would select the dxscovex y of fire, wluch
pxoduces by acc1dental mlschxef the dlscovexy of
conscience. A.man who had thought. so much on
the subJects of language and educatmn was surely
no ordinary preceptor: my < childish years, and hig

hasty departure, prevented me fxom enjoying the
Cfull
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full benefit'of his lessons; but they enlarged my
'knowledgé of arithmetic, and deft me a clgar im-
pression of the Engl;sh and Latin rudiments, .
- Inmy: mgﬂg , Jy$ar J a;rmary 1746,) in a Jucid in.
_ terval of compalative health, my father adopted the
convenient and customary ‘mode of English educa-
tion; and I wag sent to. ngstqn—upon—Thames, 19
a school of about seventy. boys, which was kept by
Dr. Wooddespn and his assistants.  Every time I
have since passed’ over Pytpey Commop, I have
always nojlcgdl ‘spot where my mothe),, as-we:
drove along i e coach, admonished me that |
‘Was now going 1ntQ the world, and must, leam to
think and act for myself. The cxpressxon may apr
pear ludicrous; -yet there is not, in the eourse of
life, 2 more remparlsablc change than the removal of
a child from. the )‘Q}ﬂ,ﬂ'y and freedom ‘of a wealthy
house, to the fiugal diet and strict. subordination
of aschool; ﬁom the tenderness of parents, and .
- the obsequiousness of, servants, to the rude - fami-
lxanty of his equals, the insolent t)rannytgf, his
semors, ‘and the rod, perhaps, of a cruel and capri-
cious pedagogue, Such har dshlps ‘may steel; the
mind and body against the injuries of fortune;; but
my timid reserve was astomshed by the crowd anq :
tumult of the scheol; the want gf sfrength. and ac-
tivity. disqualified me for. the ‘sports of i the play;-v
field; nor have I forgotten how,often in the year
forty-six X was rev;led and buffeted for the:sins of
my Tory ancestors. . By the .cominon. methods of
“discipling,” at.the expense of many tears and-some
bload, I purchased the knowledge of the Tatin:syn-
tax:
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tax: and not long since I was possessed of the dirty
volumes of - thedrns and Cornelius Nepos, which
I painfully construed and dalkly understood.: The
choice of these authors is not injudicious. The
lives of Cornelius Nepos, the friénd of Atticus and
Cicero, are. composed in the style of the purest
age: his slmphmty is elegant, his blevxty copious:
‘he exhibits a series of men and manners; and with’
such 1llustratlons, as every pedant is. not indeed ~
qualified to give, this classic biographer may ini-
tiate a young student in the history of Greece and
Rome. The use of fables or apologues has been
approved .in every age from ancient Indla to mo-
dern Eutope. "They convey in familiar images the
truths of* morality -and prudence; and the most
childish understanding (I advert to the scruples of .
Rousseau) will not suppose either that beasts do
speak or thatmen may lie. .-A fable represents the
genuine characters of ammals ; anda skilful master’
mlo‘ht extract from Plmy and Buffon some pleasing
fessons of ‘natural history, a science well adapted
to the taste and capacity of children, - The Latinity
of. Phzdrus is not exempt from an alloy . of the
silver age; but his manneris concise, -terse, and
sententious: the Thracian slave discreetly breathes
the spirit of afreeman ; and when the text is sound,
the style is ‘perspicuous. .But his fables, after a
long oblivion, were first published by Peter Pithou,
from a corrupt manuscript. The labours of ﬁfty
cditors confess the defects of the copy, as well as thie
valuc of the original ; and the'school-boy may have
been whipt for mxsapprehendmom passage,’ which
Bentley
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‘Bentley could not restore, and which Burma.n could.
not explain. :
My studies were too frequently mterrupted by"
sickness;s and after a real or nominal .residence at
Kingston school of near two years, I was finally:
recalled (December, 1747) by my mother’s: death,.
which was_occasioned, in her thirty-eighth 'year;
by the consequences of her last labour. I was too.
young to feel the importance of my loss;- and the
image of her person and convetsation is faintly im-
printed in my memory. The affectionate heart of
my dunt;, Catherine Porten, bewailed'a sister and:
a friend ; but y poor father was inconsolable, and-
the transport of grief seemed to threaten his life or
‘his reason. I can never forgét the scéne of our

. first interview, some weeks after the fatal event;
the awful silence, the room hung with black, the
mid-day tapérs, his sighs and-tears; his praises of
my mother, a saint in heaven his solemn adjura-
tion that I would cherish her memory and imitate
her virtues; and the fervor with which he kissed
and blessed me as the sole survivino"\pled ge of their
loves. - The storm of passion insensibly subsided’
into calmer melancholy. At a convivial meeting
of his friends, Mr. Gibbon might affect or enjoy a
gleam of cheerfulness; but hls ‘plan of happiness
was for ever destroyed: and after the loss of his
companion he was left alone in a wotld, of which
the business and pleasures were to him irksome or’
insipid. After someunsuccessful trials he renounced

“the tumult of London and the hospitality-of Put-.
ney, and buried hlmself in thc rural or rather rustic .

VOL. T B solityde
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sohtude of Bunton, from " whlch during severa}
years, he seldom emerged.

As far back as I can remember, the house near
Putney-bridge and church-yard, of my ;maternal
grandfather, appears in the light of my proper and
native home. ‘It was there that I was allowed to"
spend the greatest part of my time, in’‘sickness or
in health, during my school vacations and my pa--
rents’ residence 'in London, and finally after my -
mother’s death. Three months after that event, in
the spring of 1748 the commercial ruin of her fa-
ther, Mr. James Potten, was accomplished and de-
clared.. As his effects were not sold, nor the house
evacuated, till the Christmas following; I enjoyed
.during. the whole year the society of my aunt,
~without much consciousness of her impending fate:
I feel a melancholy pleasure in repeating my obli-
gations to that excellent woman, Mrs. Catherine
P01 ten, the true mother of my mind as well as of
my health. Her natural good sense was improved
by the perusal of the best books in the English
language; and if her reason was sometimes clouded
by prejudice, her sentiments were never, disguised
by hypocrisy or affectation. Her mdulwent ten-
demcss, the frankness of her temper, and my in-
. nate rising curiesity; soon removed all distance be-
tween us: like friends of an equal age, we freely -
conversed on every topic, familiar or abstruse ; and
" it was her delight and reward" to observe the first
shoots of my young ideas. "Pain and languor weére:
often soothed by the’ voice of instruction: and

a.musement and to her kind leSSons I.iscribe my
’ - early’
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eatly and invincible love of reading, which I would -
not exchange for the treasures of India. I should
perhaps be astonished, were it possible to ascertain
the date, at which a favourite tale-was engraved,
by frequent repetition, in my memory : the Cavern
of the Winds; the Palace of Felicity ; and the fatal
moment, at the end of three months or centuries,
when Prince Adolphus is overtaken by Time, who
had worn out so many pair of wingsin the pursuit::
Before I left Kingston school I was well acquaing-
-ed with Pope’s Homer and the Arabian Nights
Entertainments, two books which will always please
by the moving picture of human manners and spe-
cious miracles: nor was I'then capable of discern~
ing that Pope’s: translation is a portrait endowed
wlth every merit, excepting that of likeness to theé
original. “ The verses of Pope accustomed my ear
to the sound of poetic harmony: in the death of
Hector, and the shipwreck of Ulysses, I tasted the
"new emotions of terror and plty, ‘and seriously dis
puted with my aunt on the vices and virtues of the
heroes of the Trojan war. From Pope’s Homer to:
Dryden’s Virgil was an easy transition; but I knaw:
not how, from some fault in the author, the trans-
latoi, or the reader, the plous Aneas -did ot so
forcibly seize on my imagination ;. and I derived
more pleasure from Ovid’s Metamorphoses, ‘éspe-
cially in_the fall of Phaeton, and the speeches of
Ajax and Ulysses. My grandfather’s flight unlock-
ed the door of 4 tolerable library; and I turned éver,
manyEnghsh pagesofpoetry and romance, of history’
and travels.. Wherea title attracted my'eye, with-"
2 out



36. - MEMOIRS OF

.out fear or awe I snatched the volume from' the
shelf; and -Mrs. Porten, who indulged herself in
‘moral and religious speculations, was more prone
to encourage than to check a curiosity above the
strength of a boy. This year (1748,). the twelfth
of my age, I shall note as the. most pxoplt'lous to
the growth of my intellectual stature.

- 'The relics of my grandfather’s fortune afforded
a .bare annuity for his own maintenance; and .
‘his daughter, my worthy aunt, who had already'
passed .her fortigth year, was left destitute. -Her:
noble spirit scorned a life of obligation and de-
- pendance; and after revolving several schemes, she
preferred the humble industry of keeping a board~
ing-house for Westminster-school,* where ‘she la-
bouously earned a compétence for her old age:.
This singular opportunity of blending the advan-
_ tages of private and public educatlon decided my
father. After the Christmas holidays, in January
1749, 1 accompamed Mrs. Portén to her new house
in College-street; and was immediately entered in
* the school, of which Dr. John Nicoll was at that
time head-master. At first I was alone: but my-
aunt’s .resolution was praised ;. her character was.
esteemed ; her friends were numerous and active :
in the course of some years she became the mother
of forty or fifty boys, for the most part of family
and fortune ; and as her prlmltlve habitation 'was -

C * Itis saxd‘ in the family, that she was prmcxpally induced to
_ this undertaking 'by her ‘affection for her. nephew, whose weak:
constitution required her constant and unremitted attention. S.

_ too
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too narrow, she built and occupied a spacious man-
sion in Dean’s Yard. I shall always be ready to
Jjoin in the common opinion, that our public schools;
which have produced so many eminent characters,
are the best adapted to the genius and constitution
of the English people. A boy of spirit may acquire
a previous and prictical experience of the wotld;
and his playfellows may be the futire friends of his
heart or his interest. Inafree intercourse with his
‘equals, the habits of truth, fortitude, and prudencé -
will insensibly be matured. Birth and riches are
measured by the standard of personal merit; and’
the .mimic scene of a rebellion has. dxsplayed, in
their true colours, the ministers and patriots of the
rising generation. Our seminaries of learning do
not exactly correspond with the precept of a Spart
tan king, < that the child should be instructed in
the arts which will be useful to the man;” since
a finished scholdr may emerge from the head of
Westminster or Eton, in total ignorance eof the bu-
siness and conversation of ‘English gentlemen. in
‘the latter end of the *eighteenth century, But
these schools may assume the merit of teaching all
that they pretend-to teach, the Latin_and Greek
langaages: they deposit in the hands of a disciple
.the keys of two valuable chests; nor.can ‘he coms
plain, if they are-afterwards lost or neglected by -
his own fanlt: Thé necessity of leadmg in equal
- ranks so many unequal pawers of capamty and ap:
plication, will prolong to eight or ten years. the j Jus
venile studies, which might be dispatched in half
that time by the skilful master of 2 single pupils
p3 Yet'
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Yet even the repetxtton of exercise and discipline.
contributes to fix. in a vacant mind the verbal
science of grammar and prosody: .and the private
or voluntary student, who possesses the sense and
spirit of the classics, may offend, by a false quan-
tity, the scrupulous ear of a well-flogged critic.
.For myself, I must be content with a very .small
share of ‘the ciyil and literary fruits of a public
school. In'the space of two years (1749, 1750,)
interrupted by danger and debility, I painfully "
climbed into the thxrd form; and my riper age was
left to- acqulre ‘the beauties of the Latin, - and the
rudiments of the Greek tongue.- Instead of auda-
ciously mingling in the sports, the guarrels, and the
connections of our little world, I was still cherished .
at home under the maternal wing of my-aunt;
‘and my removal from Westminster long preceded
the approach of manhood.

"The violence and variety of my complamts,
which had excused my frequent absence from
Westminster-school, at length engaged Mrs. Por-
ten, with the advice of physxclans, to conduct me
to Bath: at the end of the Michaelmas vacation
(1750) she quitted me with reluctance, and I re-
mained several months under the care of a trusty
maid-servant. A strange nervous affection, which-
alternately contracted my legs, and produced, with-
out any visible symptoms, the most excruciating
pain, was ineffectually opposed by the various me-
- thods ‘of bathing and pumping. From Bath I was
. transported to Winchester, to the house of a phy-
sician; and after the.failuré of his medical skill,

: we
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we had again recourse to the virtues of the Bath
waters. During the intervals of these fits, I moved.
with my father to Buriton and Putney ; and a short
unsuccessful trial was attempted to renew my at-
tendance at Westminster-school. But my infirmi-
ties could. not be reconciled with the hours and
discipline of a public seminary; and instead of a
domestic tutor, who might have watched the fa-
vourable moments, and gently advanced the pro-
gress of my learning, my father was too easily con-
tent ivith such occasional teachess, as-the different
places of my residence could supply. I was never
forced, and seldom was I persuaded, to admit these -
lessons:. yet I read with a clergyman at Bath some
odes of Homce, and several episodes of Virgil,
which gave me an imperfect and transient en_]oy-'
_ment of the Latin poets. It might now be appre-
hended that I should continue for life an illiterate
cripple: but, as I approached my sixteenth' year, -
Nature displayed in my favour her mysterious ener-
gies: my constitution was fortified and fixed ; and
my disorders, instead of growing with my g o'xowth
and strengthening with my strength, most won-
derfully vamshed I .have never possessed - or
abused the insolence of health : but since that time
few persons have bcen more exempt from real or
imaginary ills; and, till I am admonished by the
gout, the reader will no more be troubled with the
history of my bodily complaints. My unexpected
recovery again encouraged the hope of my educa-
tion ; and I was placed at Esher, in Surly, in the
house of the Reverend Mr. Philip Francis, in a
: D4 pleasant
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pleasant spot, which promised to unite the various -
- benefits of air, exercise, and study (January 1752.)
.The translator of Horace might have taught me
to relish the Latin poets, had not my friends dis-
covered in a few weeks, that he preferred- the
pleasures of London, to the instruction of: his
pupils. . My father’s perplexity at this time, rather’
~ than his- pr udence, was urged to embrace a singu-
lar and desperate measure. Without preparation
or delay he carried -me to Oxford; and I wgs
- matriculated in the university as a gentlemans
commoner of MaOdalen college, before 1 had ac-~
complished the ﬁfteenth year of my age (Apnl 3,
1752.)

The curlos1ty, which. had been 1mplanted in my
infant mind, was still alive and active; but my
reason was not sufficiently informed to undexstand
the value, or to lament the loss, of three precious
years from my ¢ entrance 'at Westminster to my,
admission at Oxford. Tustead. of repining at my:
long and frequent confinement to the chamber or -
the couch, I secretly rejoiced in those infirmities,
which delivered me from- the exercises of the
school, and the society of my equals. As often,
as I was tolerably exempt ‘from danger and pain,
readmg, free desultory reading, was the employ-
ment and comfort of my solitary hours. AtWest-" -
minster, my aunt sought only to amuse and.
indulge me; in my stations at Bath and Winches-
ter, at Buriton and Putney, a false compassion:
‘iespected - my sufferings; and I was allowed,:
'thhout controul or adwce, to oratlfy the wander--

© ings
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ings of an unripe taste. My indiscriminate appe-
tite subsided by degrees in the historic line: and
since philosophy has exploded all innate ideas and
_natural propensities, .I' must ascribe.this choice to
,the. assiduous perusal of the Universal History, as
the octavo. volumes successwely appeared. . This
‘unequal.work, and a treatise of Hearie, the Ductor
historicus, referred and introduced me ‘to ‘the
Greek and Roman historians, to as nrany at least
as were accessible to an English reader. All that
I could find were greedily devoured, fiom Little- -
bury’s lame Herodotus,.and Spelman’s- valuable
Xenophon, to the pompous folios of ' Gordon’s
Tacitus, and a ragged Procopius of the beginning
“of the last century. The cheap acquisition of so
much knowledtre confirmed my dislike to the-
study “of lancruages, and .1 arguéd with Mrs,
Porten, that, were I master of Greek and Latin, T
must interpret to myself in English the thoughts
of the original, apd that such extempbrary_ versions -
must be inferior to the elaborate translations:of’
professed scholars; .a silly sophlsm, whlch -could
not easily be confuted by a person . 1gnorant of
any other language than her own. From the-
ancient I lcaped to the modérn world: maiiy
crude lumps of Speed, Rapin, Mezeray, Davila,
Machiavel,- Father. Paul, Bower, &c. I.devoured-
like so many novels; and I swallowed with the
- same voracious appetite the descrlptions of Indla
and China, of Mexico arid Peru, - ’
My first. introduction to the historic scenes,.
whlch bave since: engaged 50 many years of my
life,
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life, must be. ascribed. to an’ accldent In the
‘summer of . 1751, I accompa.med my father on a
visit to-Mr. Hoare’s, in' Wiltshire;-but I was less:.
_delighted with the beauties of Stourhead, than
with discovering in the library a common book,
‘the COntmuatlon of Echard’s Roman -History, .
which is indeed executed with more skill and
taste than the previous work. ‘To.me the reigns
of the successors of Constantine were absolutely
new; and I was immersed in the.passage of the
Goths over the Danube, when the summons of
-the dinner-bell reluctantly dragged me from my
intellectual - feast This transient glance served
rather to] irritate than to appease my reuriosity; -
_and as soon as I Teturned to Bath I procured the
second and third volumes of Howel’s History of
‘the World, which exhibit-the Byzantine period on
a larger scale.” Mahomet and his Saracens ‘soon
fixed my attention} ‘and some instinct of criti-
‘cism directed me to the genuine sources. Simon
Ockley, an original in every sense, first opened.
my-eyes;  and I was led from one book to another,
till. I had ranged round the circle of Oriental
history. '~ Before I' was sixteen, I had exhausted
all that could be learned 'in English of the Arabs
and Persians, the Tartars and Turks; and the
same drdour .urged me to guess at the. French of
D’Herbelot, and to construe the barbarous Latin
of Pocock’s Abulfaragius, Such vague and multi- .
“farious reading could not teach me to think; to
© ‘write, or to act and the only principle, that -

'darted a ray of hcrht into the ‘indigested, chaos,
was
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was an early and rational application to the order
of time and place. The maps of Cellarius and
Wells imprinted in my mind- the: picture of
ancient geography: from Stranchius I imbibed
the elements of chronology: the Tables of Helvi-
cus and Anderson, the Annals of Usher and
Prideaux, distinguished the connection of events,
and engraved the multitude of names and dates in
_a clear and indelible series. But in the discussion
of the first ages I overleaped the bounds of
- modesty and use. In my childish balance I pre:-
sumed to weigh. the systems of Scaliger and
Petavius, of Marsham and Newton, which I could
seldom study in the originals; and my sleep has
been disturbed by the dltﬁculty of reconciling the
Septuagint with the Hebrew computation. I at
rived at Oxford with a stock of erudition, that
might have puzzled 4 doctor, and a degree of igno-
rance, of whnch a school—boy would have been
ashamed. :
_ At the conclusion of this first period of my hfe,
Iam tempted to enter a protest against the trite
and lavish pralse of the happiness of our boyish-
years, which is echoed with so much affectation
in the world. That happiness I have never known,
that time I have never regretted; and were my
peor aunt still alive, she- would bear testimony" to.
the early and constant uniformity of my senti-
ments. - It will indeed be replied, that 7 am not a -
competent judge; that pleasure is incompatible
with pain;. that joy is excluded from sickness;
and that the felicity of a school-boy consists in
the
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the perpetual motion of thoughtless and playful

agility, in which I was never qualified to excel.
My name, it is most true, could never be enrolled -
among the sprightly racé, the idle progeny of

Eton ior \Vestmmster, .

“ Wh.o foremost might dehoht to cleave,
VVlth p]lant arm, the olassy wave, ‘
Or urge the ﬂ_ymg ball.” " - .

'The poet may gally describe the shmt hours of
recreation ; but he forgets thadaily tedious labours
‘of-the school, which is approached each morning
‘with anxious and reluctant steps. ¥
‘A traveller, who visits Oxford or Cam‘ondge, is
surprlsed and edified by the apparent order and
tranqullhty that prevail in the seats of the English
muses. “In: the most "celebrated universities of
Holland, Germany, and Italy, the students, who
swarm: from different countries, are -loosely dis-
persed in private lodgings at the houses of the
burghers: they dress according to their fancy and
fortune ; and in the intemperate quarrels of youth
and’ wine, their swords, though less frequently
~ than of old, ‘are sometimes stamed with each
other’s blood. The use of arms is banished from
our English universities; the uniform habit of the
‘academics, the square cap, and black gown, is
“adapted to the civil and even clerical profession }
and from the doctor in divinity to the under-
graduate, the degrees of learning -and age are ex~
temally dlstmgulshed "Instead of being scattered
ina town, the students of Oxford and Cambndo-e
are
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are united in colleges; their maintenance is pro--
vided at their own expense, or that ‘of the
founders; and the stated hours of the ‘hall and
chapel represent, the discipline of a regular, and,
*as it were, a rcligious community. The eyes of
the traveller are “attracted by the size or beauty
of the public edifices;  and the principal colleges
appear .to be so many palaces, which'a ‘libera} .
nation has er ected and endowed for the' habitation
of science. My own introduction. to the univer-
sity of Oxford forms a new zra in my life; ‘and-
at the distance of forty years I still remember my
first emotions of surprise and satisfaction. In my
fifteenth year I felt myself suddenly raised from a
bO) to a man: the persons, whom 1 respected as
‘my ‘superiors in-age and academical. rank; enter-
taided me with every mark of attention and”
civility; and my vanity was flattered by the:
‘velvet cap and silk gown, which distinguish a
gentleman-commoner from a plebeian student. A
decent allowance, more money than a school-boy
had evet seen, was at my own disposal; and I
might command, among the tradesmen of Oxford,.
an mdeﬁmte and danoerous latitude: of  credit.
A key. was delivered into ‘my, hands, which gave
me the free use of a numerous and learned library:
my apartment consisted of three elegant and well-
furnished rooms in the new. building, a stately
pile, ' of Magdalen College; and. the:: adjacent
walks, had they been frequented by. Plato’s dis-
ciples, might have. been compared to the Attic
shade on the banks of the. Ilissus.. Such was the.
fair
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faxr prospect of my entrance (Apnl 3, 1702) into
the university of Oxford.

A venerable prelate, whose taste and erudition
must reflect honour on the society in which they
were formed, has drawn a_very interesting picture
of his. academical life.—“ I was educated (says
Bishop Lowth) in the uNIvERsITY OF OXFORD.
I enjoyed all the advantages, both public and
private,” which that famous seat of learning so
largely affords. I spent many years in that illus-
frious society, in a well-regulated course of useful
discipline and studies, and in the agreeable and
improvino commerce of gentlemen and of scho-
lars; in a society where emulatlon without envy,
ambition without jealousy, contention without
animosity, incited industry, and awakened genius;
»where a liberal pursuit of - knowledoe, and a
genuine freedom of thought, was raised, encou-
raged, and pashed, forward by example, by com-
‘mendation, and by authority. I breathed the
same atmosphere that the Hooxkegrs, the Cuir-
LINGWORTHS, and the Log¢kEes had- breathed
before ; whose benevolence and humanity were
as extensive as their vast genius and comprehen-:
sive knowledge; who always treated their adver<
saries - with civility and respect; who made:
candour, - moderation, ,and’ liberal judgment as
much the rule ‘and law as the subject of their dis-
course. And do you reproach me with my educa~
tion in this place, and with my relation to this
most respectable. body, which. I shall always-

‘esteem .my gréatest, advantafre and my highest.
honour 2"
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honour?” I transcribe with pleasure this eloquent
passage, without examining what benefits or what
rewards were derived by Hooker, or Chilling-
worth, or Locke, from their academical institution;
without inquiring, whether in this angry contro-
versy the spirit. of Lowth himself is purified from
the intolerant zeal, which Warburton had ascribed
to the genius of the place.- It may indeed be
observed, that the atmosphere of Oxford did not
- agree with Mr. Locke’s constitution, and that the
phllosopher justly despised the academical bigots,
~who expelled his person’and condemned his prin-;
ciples. The expression of gratitude is a virtug -
and a pleasure: a liberal -mind -will delight to
cherish and celebrate the memory of its parents; -
and the teachers of science are the parents.of the
" mind. I applaud the filial piety, which it is
impossxble for me to imitate; since I must not
confess an imaginary debt, to assume the merit of
a just or generous retribution. To the umversﬁy
of Oxford I acknowledge no obligation ; -and she
will as cheerfully renounce me for a som, as I am,
“willing to disclaim her for a mother. I spent
. fourteen  months at Magdalen College; -they
proved the fourteen months the most idle and un-
profitable of my whole life: the reader will pro-
nounce between the school -and the scholar: but
I cannot affect to believe that Nature had. disqua-
lified me ‘for ‘all literary pursuits. The specious.
and ready excuse of my tender age,. imperfect -
preparation, and hasty departure; may doubtless
be alleged; nor do I wish to defraud such ex+
.cuses
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cuses of thelr proper weight.  Yet-in my’ sixs
teenth year I was mot devmd of - capacity -or:
application; even my childish reading had dis-
played an early though blind propepsity for books;
and the shallow -‘ﬂood might have been taught to’
flow:in a deep channel and a clear_stream.” I
the " discipline of a well-constituted. academy,
under the guidance of skilful and vigilant pro-
fessots, T should gradually have risen from trans--
lations to originals, from the Latin to the Greek
classics, from dead languages to living science:
my hours would have been. occupled by useful
and aO'reeab]e studies, the wanderings of fancy
would have been restrained; and. I should have
escaped the temptations of idleness, which finally.
"prec1p1ta,ted my departure from Oxford.
' Perhaps ina’ sepaiate annotation' I may coolly’
examine the fabulous and real antiquities of our
" sister universities; a question which has kindled
sych fierce and foolish disputes among their
fanatic sons. In the mean while it wlll be ac-
knowledged, that  these venerable - bodies are
suﬂicxently old to- partake of all the prejudices
and ‘infirmities’ of age. ~ The schools "of Oxford -
and Cambridge were: founded in a dark age of.
false and balbarous science; and they are still.
tainted with the vices of thelr origin. - Their
primitive discipline. was adapted to the education’
of pnests and ‘monks; -and the government still
remains in the hands of the clexoy, an- order of"
men whose manners are remote from the present’
Wo:ld and whose eyes are dazzled by the light of
: phllosolah)
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“philosophy. The legal incorporation of these - so-
cieties by. the chaxters of popes and kings had
given them a monopoly of the pubhc instruction;
and the spirit of monopohsts is narrow, 132}’: and
oppressive: their work.is more. costly and’ less
productive, than that of independent artists; and.
-the new improvements so eagerly grasped by the
.competition of freedom, are; admitted. with slow’
and sullen reluctance in those proud corporations,
above the fear of a rival, and below the.confession’
of an error.  We may - scarcely hope that any.
reformation will be a yeluntary act; and so deeply
are they rooted in, law and pre_)udlce, ‘that even
“the - omnipotence of patliament-would shrink from.
an 1nqu1ry into the state and' abuses of the two.
umvemtles. i .

The use of academical degrees, as o1d as. the.
thirteenth century, is vmbly borrowed from the.
mechanic. corporatlons in which an .apprentice,:
after serving his.time, obtains a testimonial of his
skill, and a. licence to; practise his trade and
mjstery. It is not my design to depreciate those
honours, which could never gratxf:y or dxsappomt.
ny. ambltlon .and .I.slould applaud the institu-:
tion, if the degrees of bachelor or hcentlate were.
bestowed as the reward of manly. -and successful:
‘study: if the name and rank of doctor or master;
were strictly reserved for the professors of science,:
who have approved - their _titleto the. publlc
esteem. ; .

, In all the umversmes of Enrope, exceptmg our.
own, the languages and sciences are distributed

VOLs Xa E © among
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among: i numerous list of ‘effective professors : the
students, dccording; to; their taste, ‘their calling,
and “their. diligence,: ‘apply‘ ‘themselves to* the
proper masters; and in: the .annual repetition. of
public and- private lectures, thesel masters: :are-
ass1duous]y employed.. Qur curiosity may inquire

‘what number of professors: has been instituted at

Oxford? (for I shall now confine ‘myself’to my:
own, university ;) ‘by whomare. they’ appomted, '
and' what may ‘be the probable’ chances of merit:
or -incapacity ? how many -are ‘stationed.to the
three faculties; ‘'and, how "many - are " left for. the
liberal arts? what is the ‘form; and: ‘what “the:
substarice, ‘of : their- lessons? ~But all these qxres-
tions -are silenced’ by one short and. singular
answer, * That in the _university of Oxford, the

‘greater part of the public professors have for these

many years given up altogether even the pretence
of teaching.” Incredlble as the fact may appear;
X mhust rest ‘my belief on’ the. ‘positive and: impar-
tial -evidence of - a master of moral and political
w1sdom, who, -had himself resided at Oxford,
Dr. Adam Smith- assigns as’the' cause of their -
mdolence,..that instead Qf being paid by voluntary-
contributions, which would urge them to increase’
the number, and to deserve the gratitude of their

'puplls, the Oxford -professors -are: secute in.ihe.

enjoyment: of a fixed stipend,* without the ne~
cessity of labour, or the apprehension of controul.
It has indeed been “observed, nor is the observa~
tion - absurd, ' that exceptmo' in. experimental
sciences, which demand ‘a costly apparatus and a

dexterous
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dexterous hand, the many valuable ‘treatises, that
have been ‘published on every ‘subject of leammg,
*may now supersede the ancient mode- of oral in-:
struction: - Were this principle truéin Yits uitriost
latitiide,. I ‘should only .infer that' the offices and’
salaries, whlch are become useless, ought’ '\Vlthoxit
delay té be abolished: - But- there 'stﬂt remains a’
material difference between a book and a pro-’
fessor ; the hour of the lecture mforces attendance;’
attention is fixed by the presence; the voice; ‘and
the occasional questions of the tedcher; -thé most”
idle: will -carry somethmg away; and the, mare
diligent ‘will compare t the instructions, which they
have heard' ‘in -the’ school with’ the ‘volumes,
which they pertise in their chamber. ~The ‘advice’
of a skilful professor will adapt a Coursé-of reading
to every mind and évery situation; his’ authonty”
will: discover, admonish, and “at- last chastise the
‘negligence of his- d1sc1ples, and his- wgllant in-
quiries ‘will ‘ascertain the’ steps. of their hterai‘yv
progress. -~ Whatever. science’ he professes he may
illustrate, in-a_series of -discourses; composed in .
' the. leisure of his "closet, ‘pronounced “on - pﬂlbllc
occasions,” and. finally- delivered to the press.« I’
observe ‘with pleasure; that in the university of-
Oxford - Dr.” Lowth, with equa.l eloquence and"
erudmon, "has executed this task in his 1 incompards
ble Prélectiones on the "Poetry of the Hébrews,

* The colIege of St. Mary Magdalen was founded
in the fifteenth’ centiry by Wamﬂeet Bishop of -
Winchester; and now consists of a president, forty‘
fellows, wnd a number of inferior students, It'is

E2 esteemed
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esteemed one .of the largest and most wealthy of

our academical corporations, which may be com~:
pared to the Benedictine abbeys of catholic coun-
- tries; and I have loosely heard that the estates be-
longing to Magdalen College, which. are leased by
those mduloent landlords at small quit-rents and
occasional ﬁnes, might be raised, in the hands of
private avarice,. to an annual revenue of neaily
thirty thousand pounds Our colleges are supposed
to be schools of science, as well as of education;
nor i it unreasonaple to expect that a hpdy of lite-
‘rary men, devoted to a life of celibacy, exempt

from the care of their oWwn subsistence, and amply:.

provided with. books, should devote their leisure
to the prosecution of study, and that some effects
of their. studies should be manifested to the world.
The shelves of their hbrary groan under the weight.
of the Benedictine fohos, ‘of the editions of the fa-
thers, and the collectmns of the middle ages,
which. have issued from the smwle abbey of St.
Germam de Préz at-Paris. A composmon of § ge-
nius must. be the-offspring of one mind; but such
works of indystry, as may be divided amonv_many
hands, and must be continued during many years,
.are the pecuhar province of a labonous commmunity.
If I inquire into the manufactures of the monks of
Magdalen, - if-I extend the inquiry to the other
- colleges of Oxford and Carpbridge, a silent blush,
ora scomful frown, will be ‘the only reply. . The

fellows or monks of my time were degent easy

-men, who supinely enjoyed the gxfts .of_the-

founder; their days were filled by a serieg ¢ “of uni-
form
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form employments; the chapel and the hall, the
coffee-house and the commion room, till they re-
tired, weary and well satisfied, to a long slumber.
From the toil of reading, or thmkmg, or writing,
they had’ absolved their conscience; and the ﬁrst
shoots of learning and ingenuity withered on the
ground; without yieldinor any fruits to the owhers
or the public. As a’ gentleman-commoner, I was
admitted to the society of the fellows, and fondly
expected that some questions of literature would
be the amusing 4nd instructive topics of their dis-
course. Thexr conversation stagnated in a round
of college busmess, Tory pohtlcs, personal anec-
dotes, and ‘private scandal: their ‘dull and deep
potations éxcused the brisk intemperance of youth _
and their constltutlonal toasts were not expressive
of the most lively loyalty for the house of Hanover.
A general ‘election was mow approaching: the
great Oxfordshire contest already blazed with-all
‘the malevolence of party-zeal. “Magdalen Colleoc
was devoutly attached to the oid interest! and’ the
names of Wenman and Dashwqod were more fre-
quently pronounced; than “those- of Cicero and
Chrysostom .The example of the senior fellows
could not-inspire the under-graduates with a liberal
spirit or studious emulation; and I cannot describe,
as I never knew, the discipline of callege. Some
duties may possibly Thave been imposed on the poor
‘scholars, whose "ambition aspired to the peaceful
honours of a fellowship (ascribi qmms ordinibus
-* <~ Deorum); but no mdependent 'members
were admitted below the rank of a ‘gentleman-
k3 com-
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,COmmoner, and- our velvet:cap was, the’ cap of 1i-
berty. - A traditicn preva.lled that some of our pre~
decessors had _spoken- Latin declamatxons in the
ha.ll but of” this- ancient custom . no ‘vestige re-
-mamed the o.bkus ‘mgthods of pubhccxercmes
‘and exammatlons were, totally unknoWn and I
have never hea,rd Lthat “either the presxdent or the
society mterf'ered in’ the’ private ceconomy -of the
tutors and their pupils. .. *.-
% The silence of the Oxford professors, -which dg—
pnfyes the youth of public instruction, is.imper-
fecﬂy supplied by the tutors, as they are styled, of
‘the several colleges. Instead. of cohfining them--
selves to a’ single-science, which had*® satisfied the
ambltlon of Burman or :Bernoulli, they teach, or
‘promise to teach either history or mathematics, or
ancient hteratuxe, oF moral. phllosophy, and as it
is possible that they may be defective in all, itis
‘highly probable that of some they will be ignorant.
They are paid, indeed, by, private contnbutlons,
_but their appointment depends on - the head of the
_house, their diligence is volunfary, and will | con-- .
sequently be languid, while the¢. pnplls themselves,
or their parents, are not mdul«red in the liberty of
chmcc; or change. 'The 'ﬁrst futor " into " whose
"hands I was- resigned - appears to have been one of
the ‘best” of the tribe: Dr. Waldegrave wids a -
learned and pious man, of a mild dispdsition, strict
.mmals, and abstemious life, who seldom mmtrled
in_the politics or- the jollity of the college. " But .
.hls knowledge of -the world was confinéd to the
.umvers1ty, his learning was. of the last; rather
than
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‘than of the present age hik temPer was indolent;
his faculties, which were not.of the first.rate, hiad -
been relaxed by the climdte; .and he was satisfied,
like his fellows, with the slight and superﬁc1a1 dis-
charge of an impartant trust.  As soon as’ iny tutor
had sounded-the insufficiency. of his- disciple-in.
- schoollearning; , he proposed that we shonld read
€very morning from ten.to eleven the comedies ‘of
- Terence, The sum : of my: amprOvement in: the
‘university 'of. Oxford: i confined to three-or four
Latin 'plays; .and.-even the study of an elegant
<classi¢, which. might have been ‘illustrated by a
comparison of ancient and-modern-theatres, was.
reduced toia dry and literal interpretation:of: the
‘author’s téxt.  Diring the first weeks I.constantly
attenided these lessons. in my tutor’s room ; but as -
« theyappeared equally devoid. of- profit and ple_a-
sure; .1 was once.tempted.to try the experiment of
a formal apglogy. The apology was accepted with
a smile,. I repeated the offence with less cetemony ;
the excuse was adxmtted with the same indulgence:
. the slightest motwe of laziness.orindisposition, the
most, tnﬂmo' avocation' at home or abroad, was al-
Jowed as a Worthy nnpedxment' or did my tutor
appear conscious of my absence or. neglect « -Had
the hour of lecture been «constantly filled,. a single
hour was a ‘small portion of my academic lexsure
No plan of study.was recommended for my use;
no exercises were: presqnbed for his-inspection
and, .at the most precious season of :youth; whole
days and weeks were suffered to elapsé. without
labour .or amusement, without advice or account.
E 4 1 should
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I shou]d have listened. to-the voice of reason and
«of ‘my tutor; his mild -behaviour had gained my
confidence. " I preferred his soc1ety to that of the-
younger students; and in our evening walks to the
top of Heddmo'ton hill, we freely conversed on.a
variety of sub_]ects Since the days of Pocock and
Hyde, Oriental leamxng ‘has always been the pride
of Oxford, and I once expressed an inclination to
study Arabic. His prudence dlscouraged this child-
ish fancy; but he neglectéd the fair occasion of
_dnectmo- ‘the ardour of a.curioas mind. : During
~ my absence in_ the Summer vacation, Dr. Walde- ‘
‘grave accepted a .college living at Washington in
‘Sussex,-and on my return I no longet found him
at Oxford.” From that time I ha.‘e last- sight of*
my fiist tutor; -but at.the end of thirty years (17 81)
he was still alive; and the practice of exercise-
~and temperance had entitled hnn toa healthy old
age. o
~The long recess between the Tnmty and Mi-
chaelnias terms empties the colleges of Oxford, as
well as the courts of Westminster; I spent, at
my father’s house - at-Buriton in Hampshire; the
two months of August and September. It is whim-
sical enough,. that as soon as I left Magdalen col<
“lege, my taste for hooks began to revive; but it -
‘was the same blind and boylsh taste for the pursuit
of exotic history. Unprovided wvith original learn-
ing, unformed in the habits of thmkmg, unskilled
in the arts of composition, I resolved—to write a
book. - The title of - this first Essay, the Age of

Sesosms, was perhaps sug vested by Voltaire's Age
of
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of Lewis XIV." which was new and popular; -but
my sole object-was to investigate the probable date
of the life and reign of the conqyeror of Asia, 1
was then.-enamoured of Sir John Marsham’s Canon,
Chronicus; an elaborate work, of whose merits
and defects I was not yet qualified to Judge Ac-
‘cording to his speclous, though narrow plan, I set-
tled my hero about the time-of Solomon, -in the
tenth century before the Christian ®ra. It was
therefore incumbent on me, unless I would adoptSir
Isaac Newton’s shorter chronology, to remove a for-
‘midable objection ; ;and my solution, for a youth of
fifteen; is not devoid of ingenuity. - In his version,
of the Sacred Books, MManetho the high priest has
identified Sethosis, or Sesostris, with’ the elder bro-
ther of Danaus, who landed in Greece, according
to the" Parian Marble, fifteen' hundred and ten
.yeats' before Christ.  But in my. sipposition the
hxgh priest is guilty of a voluntary error; flattery
is the prolific parent of falsehood. Manetho’s his~
tory of Egypt is dedicated to .Ptolemy Philadel-
phué, who derived a fabulous or 111eg1t1mate pedi-
gree from the Macedonian kings of the race of
Hercules. Danaus is' the ancestor of Hercules; H
_and after the failure of the elder beanch, his de-
scendants; the Ptoléemies, are the sole representas
tives of the royal family, and may claim by inhe-
ritance the kingdom which they hold by conquést.
Such were my _]uvemle discoveries ; at a riper age,’
I no“longer presume to connect the ‘Greek, the*
Jewish, and the Egyptian- antiquities,. Wthh are’
lost in'a distant cloud. Nor is this the only in~
stance,
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stance, in Whlch the belief ard kndwk:dge of the
child are superseded by the mare rational i ignorance
‘of the man.. During my stay at.Buriton, my in-
fant' labour was diligently. prosecuted; without
- miuch interiuption from company or countxy diver-
sions ;. and I :alréady heard the music of public
applause; The discovery of my own. weakness -
was the first symptom of taste. On my return to
Oxford, .the Age of SesOstris “was; wisely .telin-
«quished; but the imperfect sheets remained twenty
- years at the bottom of a drawer,_till, in a general
‘clearance of papers, (November 1772,) they were
committed to the flames.. ., . ... A %
After the departure of Dr. Waldemve, I was
transferred,. with his other:pupils, ta his academi-
- cal. heir, ‘whose. literary. character: did. ot com-
mand the respect. of the college... Dr. ¥4 #*+ well
remembered that he had ‘4 salary to receive, and,
only forgot that he had.a duty to perform. .. Instead
of o-uxdmg the studies, and : watchm,_., over. the
behaviour of his dlsmple, I'was never summoned
to attend even the ceremony of.a lectire ; and,
excepting one voluntary. visit to his rooms, during
the eight months of his titular office,* the tutor and
pupil hved in the same college as strangers to each
other. -The want of experieﬁce, of advice, and of
‘occupation, soon betrayed me into some impro-
pricties of conduct ill-chosen compa.ny, late hours, -
and inconsiderate expense. My growing debts
might be secret; but my frequent absencé wis
visible and 'sca.ndalous: and a tour to Bath, a visit
into Buckinghamshire; and four excursions- to
‘London
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London in the same winter, were costly and dan-
gerous frolics. They were, indeed, without &
meaning, as without an excuse: ‘The irksoménéss
of a cloistered life repeatedly tempted me.to wan-
der ;*but my chief pleasure was that of travelhng ;
‘and I.was too young and. bashful -to enjoy, .like a.
‘Manly Oxonian in Town, the pleasures of Irondcn.
In -all ‘these excursions I eloped fromi Oxford; I
returned to- collegp, ina few days I eloped agait,
as if I had been an independent strariger in a hired
lodgmg, ‘without once hearing the voice of adino-
nition, without ence feeling the hand"of  control.
Yet my:tiine was lost, my expenses were enultis
plied, .my behaviour abroad was unknown ¥ folly-

as well as vice should havé awakened the attention
of my superiors, and my tender years would have
* justified ‘a more than ordinary:degtee of restraint-
and discipline. -

-It might at least be expected, that: anl ecclesi _
‘astical school should inculcate the orthodox, prin-
ciples of religion:  But our venerablé mother had
contrived to unite the opposite extremes of bigotry
" "and indifference : -an heretic, 'or unbehever, was 3

monster in her eyes; but she was always, or ofted,
or sometimes, femiss in the spiritual education of
her own children. According to the statutes of
-the un1vers1ty, every student before he is matri-
culated, must subscribe his'assent to the thirty-
nine articles of the church of England, which are
signed by more than read,” and read hy more-than
believe them.. My insufficient age excused me;
however, from the immediate performance of this

legal
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‘legal' ceremnony ; and the vice-chancellor directed
‘e to return, as soon.as I -should have accom-
plxshed my fifteenth yedr; recommending me, in
the mean while, to.the instruction bf my college.
My college forgot to instruct: I forgot to réturn, -
and was myself forgotten- by the first magistrate of
the university.. Wzthout a single lecture, either
public. o private, . either . chustxan or protestant,
' without any. dcademical subscnptxon, without any’
episcopal confirmation, I-was left by the dim light
of my catechism to grope my way to the chapel
and communion-table, where I was admitted, with-
out a question, how. far, or by what: means, I
mighé be. qualified, to receive the sacrament. Such
almost incredible neglect was productive of the
~worst mischiefs. From my childhood I had been
fond- of religious disputation: my poor aunt has
been often puzzled by the mysteries which ‘she
‘strove to believe; nor had the elastic spring been
‘totally broken by the weight of the atmosphere of
Oxford. The blind activity of idleness urged me
to advance without armour into’ the da;ngerous
mazes of controversy; and at the age of sixteen,
I'bgwildered myself in the errors of the-church of
Rome. ,

. The progress of my conversxon -may tend: to il-
lustrate, at least, the-history of my own mind. It
was not long since Dr.. Middleton’s free inquiry
had sounded an alarm in the theological world:
‘much, ink agd moch gall had been spilt in the de-
fence of the primitive miracles; and the two dull-
‘est of .their champions were crowned with acade.

mic. -
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“mic honours by the umversxty of Oxford. . The
name of Middleton was unpopular; and his pro-
scnptxon very naturally led me to peruse. his writ=
mos, and those of his antagomsts His bold “eri~
ticism, which approaches the precipice of infidelity,
produced on ' my mind a smgular effect; and had I
persevered in-the communion of Rome, I should
now apply to my own fortune the prediction of the
Sybx A

. L Vla prima salutls,

Quod munmé rerjs, Graid, pandetur ab urbe,

The elegancé of style and freedom of .aro'ument
were repelled by a shield of prejudice. - I stﬂl re~
vered. the character,: or rather the names, -‘of. the
saints and- fathers- whom Dr. Middleton L£XpOoses ;.
nor cquld he destroy my implicit: belief; that the.”
gift :} miraculous powers ;was continued in the:
church;-during. the first four ot five centuries of’
christianity. . But I-was unable to resist the weight.
of historical evidence, that within'the same period:
most of .the leadmg doctrines of “popery-were al-i -
ready introduced: in theory and pragtice: nor was.
my conclusion absurd, that miracles ate the test.of -
truth, and that the church must be orthodox. and:
“pure, :which was so oftene’ appmved by the visible'
interposition of .the Deity. The marvellous tales:
~which are :sq_ boldly attested by the Basils and
- Chrysostoms, the Austins and Jeroms, compelled-
me to embrace-the superior merits of celibacy, the.
institution of the monastic life, the use of the sign
of the cross, of holy oil, and even of 1maoes, the
invocation of §a1nts, the worship of relics, the rudi- -
ments of purgatory in prayers‘fox the dead, and the
tre-
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tresiiendous; mystery: of the:sactificé of the .body
and blood of Christ, which insensibly swelled inta
the prodigy of transubstantiation. In these dispo-~
sitionis, and" already, .more. than half a3 convert, I
formied an unlucky intimacy with a young géntle<
- man of our college. "With a character less 'reso]ute,
' Mr. Molesworth had imbibed the same religious opis
nions ; and some_ Popish books, I'know xot througt
what channel, were conveyed into his possession. _I.,
read, I applauded, I'believed + the English transla-
tions of two ‘famous woiks of Bossuet ‘Bishop of
Meaux, the Exposition of the Cathohc Doctrine,and
the History of the Protestant Variatious, achieved
‘my converswn, and I surely fell byanoble hand.* .I
have since examined the originals with a:more dis-
* cerning eye,- and.shall -not he51tate to prongunce,
that Bossuet is indeed a master of all the weapons
of -controversy.. ‘In the Exposition, .a. specious
apology, the orator assumes, with consummate art,:
the tone of candour and simplicity ; and the ten-
_ horned monster is transformed, at his magic touch,
into the mllk-whlte hind, who must be loved as
soon as she is seen, ~ Im the History, a-bold and
well-aimed attack, he displays, with a happy mix-
ture of narrative and argument, the faults and fol-
lies, the changes and contradictions of our first
‘reformers ;- whose variations *(as he dexterously
contends) are the mark of historical error, while’

* Mr anbon never talked thh me on the subject of his con-
versioni to popery but once: and then, he 1mputed his change to
“the works of Parsons the jesuit; who lived in the reign.of Eliza-.
,*beth, and who, he said, had urged all the best arguments in fa-
" your of the Roman catholic religion.’ S. SR

- thd
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‘the perpetual ‘anity of. the cathohc church is the
sign and test of infallible-truth. To my present
feelings it seems incredible that I should ever be~
lieve that 1 beligved.in transubstantiation. But
my-conqueror oppressed ine ‘with the sacramental
words, “Hoc est corpus meum,” and dashed against
each other:the figurative half-meanings of the pro<
testant sects : every objection was resolved jnto’
omnipotence ; and after repeating at St. Mary s, the:
Athanasian creed; I humbly aoqmesced in . the
mysbery of the'real presence -

;. “To take up half on trust, and ha]f to try,b
" Name it not faith, but bungling bigotry. -
Both knave and fool the mercbant we may call,
To pay great sums, and to compound the small,
" For who would break with Heaven and would not
* break for all?” .. .

No ‘sooner had I settled my new rehglon than T’
resolve(j to profess myself a catholic.” Youth is
sincere and 1mpetuous -and a momentary glow of
enthusiasm had raised me above all temporal con-
siderations.* ‘

By the keen protestants, who would gladly reta-:
.. late the example of persecutxon, a clamour is raised’
of the increase of popery : and they are always loud,
to declaim against the toleration of | priests and’ je-.
suits,” who pervert so many of his_majesty’s sub-’
jects from their religion and allegiance. On the
plesent occasmn, the fall of one or ‘more of her-‘

' He described the letter to his father, announcmg his conver-
sion, as written with all the pomp, the dlgmty, and self-:atlsfac
. uon of s martyr. S, -

sons
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- soms dirécted this clamour against thc umversxty -
and it was conﬁdently afﬁrmed that popish mission=
ariés were suffered, under various disguises; to in~
troduce themselves into, the colleges of Qxford.
- But justic¢ obliges me. to- declare, that, as far as
_relates to myself this assertion is false ; and that I
never conversed with a priest, or even with a pa-
pist;. till iny resolution from books was absolutely -
fixed: In my. last excursion to London, I-ad-
dressed myself to Mr. Lewis, a' Roman. catholxc\
bookseller in Russell-street, Covent Garden,.who
recommended me to a priest, of whose name and
order] am at present ignorant.* In our first inter-
view he soon dlscoveved that persuasion was need-
less. “After sounding the motives and. merits of
my conversion, he consented to admit me into the
‘pale of the church; and at his feet, on the eighth
~ of June 1753; I solemnly, though pnvately, ab-.
Jured the errors' of heresy. The seductlon of an -
- English youth of family and fortune was af act of -
as much danger as glory ; but he bravely over-
. looked the dano ger, of which I was not then suffi-
'cxently mformed “ Where a person is reconciled
to the see of Rome, or procures others to be recon-
ciled, the offence (says Blackstone) amountsto hwh‘
treason.” And if the humanity of the ige would’
plevent the executnon of this sano'umary statute,

* Hls name was Baker, a Jesuit, and one of the chap]ams of the:
Sardinian Ambassador. Mr. Gibbon’s conversion made some
noise ; and Mr. Lewis, the Roman Catholic bookseller of Russel-
" street, Covent Garden, was summoned before the Privy Council,.
“and mterroo'lted on the subject. . This was commumcated by Mr.

Le\was son. 1814,
. therc.
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there were other laws of 2 less odious, cast; whiclr
‘condemned the priest to perpéetual imprisoniment;
and transferred the proselyte’s estate to his hearest
relation.”” An elaborite - controversial - eplstle, ap-’
proved by my diréctor, and addr essed to my father,
anmounced and justified ‘the step:. wilich; I. "had
taken. . My father was neithés a bigot nor a philg-
sopher ; but hisaffection deplored the loss of an only
sons and his: good sense ‘was .astonished at my
strange departure from the religion‘of my. country.
In the first sally of | passion he. divnlged- a secret.
which prudence .might have suppressed, and:'the
gates of. Magdalen college “were: for. ever shut
against my return. - Many years afterwards, -when
the name of Gibbon was become as notoiious ds
that of Middleton, it was industriously whispered
at Oxford, that the h1stor1an had: formerly -« turned
papist:” my character stood exposed to-the re-
- proach of ‘inconstancy ; and.-this iinvidious.topic
would. have been handled without mercy by my
opponents, could they have separated my -cause
from that-of the university. -For my own part, I

am proud of an honest sacrifice of interest to con-"

science. I can hever blush, if my tender mind
was’ entangied in’the sophistry that seduced the
acute and manly *understandings "of CHiLLING=
worTH and BavrE, who afterwards eme:ged from
superstition to scepticism. "

- While Charles the First governed England and'
was himself governed by a cathohc quees, if cane
‘not be denied_that ‘the missionaries of Rome la-
boured with impunity. and success in the court,
VoL L - - F the
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the country, and even the umvers1t1es One of
the sheep, : ' : '

Whom the grim wolf with privy pa\v
Daxly devours apace, ;md nothing said,

is M. lel’xam Clnllmcrworth .Master of Arts, and
Fellow: of Trinity Colleoe,‘ Oxford ;' who,” at the
rip¢ age of twenty-eight years, was persuaded to
elope from Oxford, to the English seminary. at
Douay in Flanders. Some disputes ‘with Fisher, a
subtle jesuit, might first awaken him from the pre-
judices of €ducation; but he yielded to- his own
victorious argument, * that there must. be some-
where an infallible judge; and that the church of
Rome is the only christian society  which either -
does or can pretend to that character.” After a
_short trial of a féew months, Mr. Chillingworth was
- again tormented by religious scruples: he returned
home, resumed his studies, unravelled his mistakes,
“and delivered his mind from the yoke of authority
and superstition. = His new creed was built on the
principle, that the Bible is our sole judge, and pri-
“vate ieason our sole interpreter: and he ably main-
‘tains this principle in the Religion of a Protestant,
a book which, after startling the doctors of Oxford,
is still ‘esteemed the most solid defence of the Re-
formation. = The learning, -the -virtue,. the: recent
merits of the author, entitled him to fair prefers
ment: but the slave had now broken:his fettérs;
and the more he weighed, the less was he disposed
.. to'subscribe to the thirty-nine articles of tlie church
‘of England. In a private letter he ‘declared;awith
: v all
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all the energy of language, that he could not sub-:
scribe to them without subscribing to his own dam-:
nation; and that if ever he should depart from this
immoveable resolutmn, “he would allow his friends
to think him a madman, or an atheist.. As the: let<
ter is without a date, we cannot ascertain the num~
ber of weeks or months that elapseéd between this
pa.ssxonate abhorrence and ‘the Salisbury Register;
which is still extant. “ Ego Gulielmus Chilling-
worth, ...... omnibus hisce ar txcuhs, ........ et smcruhs
in lisdem contentis, volens et ex animo subscnbo,
et consensum meum iisdem prebeo.. 20 die Julii -
1638.” -But, alas! the chancellor and prebendary
‘of Sarum soon deviated from his own subscription :
as he more deeply scrutinized the article of the
Trinity, -neither scripture nor the primitive fathers
could long uphold his orthodox belief ; and he could”
" not but confess, ¢ that the doctrine of Arius is eltfxer
a truth, or at. least no damnable heresy.” From
this nnddle region of the air; the descent of his rea -
. . son would naturally rest on the firmer ground of the
. Socinians : and if we may credit a doubtful story‘,
and the popular opinion, his anxious mqumes at,
" last-subsided in philosophic indifference. So con-’
spxcuous, .however, were the candour of his nature
~ and the innocénce of his heart, that this apparent
levity did not affect the reputation of Chillin gworth.
His' frequent changes proceeded from too' nice an .
inquisition ‘into- truth; His doubts grew out of
himself’; he assisted them with' all the strength of
his reason : he was then too hard for himself; but,.
ﬁndmo' as httle quiet and repose in those victories,

FQ . he
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he qulckly recovered, by a mew appeal to his own-
Judgment so that in all his sallies and :retleatsJ he

- was'in fact his own convert: . L, -

. Bayle was the son of a Calvinist mmlster ina
remote provinee in France, at the foot of the Py-
‘renees. For the benefit. of education, the pro-.
~testants were tempted to risk their children in the
catholic’ umversmes, and in the twenty-second’
year of his age, young Bayle was seduced by the
arts and arguments of .the jesuits of Thoulouse.
He remained about seventeén months (19th March-
1699—19th August 1670) in their hands, a volun-
tary captive; and‘a letter to. lis parents, which the
new convert composed or subscribed (15th April
1670,) is darkly tinged with the spirit of popery.
But. Nature had’ deswned him. to think as he
pleased, and to speak as he thought : his piety was

.- offended by the excessive WOlShlp of creatures;
and the study of physics ‘convinced him of the im-
possibility of transubstantlatl.on, which is abun-
dantly refuted. by .the testlmony of our senses.
‘His return to the communion of a falling sect was
2 bold and disiriterested step, that exposed him to
“the rigour of the laws; ‘aid a speedy flightta Ge-

- neva protected him from the resentment. of his '
. spiritual tyrants, ‘unconscious as they were of the
full value of the prize, which they had lost. Had
Bayle adhered to the catholic church; had he em-
braced the ecclesiastical profession, the genjus and
favour of such a proselyte might haye a5p1red to
wealth and honours in his native countr y 1 but the
hypocnte would have found less happmess in the

: comfo1ts
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‘comforts of a benefice, or the dignity of a mitre,
‘than he enjoyed at Rotterdam in a private state of
‘exile, indigence, and. freedom. .Without a country,
"-or a patron, or a prejudice;. he claimed the'liberty
and’ subsisted by the labours of*his pen: the in-
‘equality of his volumindus works is explained and
excused by his alternately: writing for himself, for
the booksellers, and for posterity ; and if a'severe-
critic would reduce him to a single folio, that re- -
lic, like the books -of the: Sybil, would. become
still more valuable. A calnr and lofty spectator of
the religious tempest, the phllosopher of Rotter-
dam condemned with equal firmness the persecu-,.
tion of Lewis the Fourteenth; and-the republican
-maxims of the Calvinists; their vain prophecies,
and the intolerant bigotry which sometimes vexed
his solitary retreat. In reviewing the controver-
‘sies of the times, he turned against each other the
- arguments of the disputants; successwely wield-
‘ing the arms of" the catholics and protestants, hc
-proves that neither the way ‘of authority,. nor the
-way of examination can afford the multitude any
test of religious truth; and dexterously concludes
.that custom and ,educatxon must be the sole grounds’
_of popular belief. The ancient paradox of Plutarch,
-that atheism is less’ permcmus than superstition,
acquires a tenfold vigor, when it is adorned with the
.colours of his wit, and pointed with the acuteness
.of his logic. " His critical dictionary is a vast repo-
sitory of facts and ‘opinions ; and he balances: the
false religions in his sceptical scales, till the oppo-
- site quantities (if I may use the language of algebra)
F 3 anni-



%0 : MEMOIRS OF

* annihilate each other. s The wonderful poweér whicl
Lie so boldly exercised, of assembling doubts and
objections, had tempted him jocosely to assume
the title of the vepeanyspera Zevs, the cloud—compel—
ling Jove ; and in a conversation withi the ingenious:
‘Abbé (afterwards Cardinal) de Polignac, he freely
disclosed his universal Pyrrhonism. ¢ I am most
truly (said Bayle) a protestant ; for I plotest indif-
ferently against all systems and all sects.” |
The: academlcal resentment, which I may pos-
sibly have provoked will. prudently spare this
plain parrative of my studies, or rather of my idle-
ness; and of the unfortunate event which short-
ened the term of my residence at Oxford. Butit -
may be suggested, that my father was unlucky in
the choice of a society, and the chance of a tutor.
Tt will perhaps be asserted, that in the lapse of
'forty years many improvements have taken place
in the college and in the university. I am not un-
\Vlllmo to beheve, that some tutors might havebeen
found more active than Dr. \Valdema\ e and less
contemptible: than Dr: **%#_ At a more recent
.period, many students have been attracted by the
‘merit and reputation of Sir William Scott, thena
tutor in 'University College, and now conspicuous
in the profession of the civil law: my personal ac-
‘quaintance with that gentleman has inspired. me
with a Just esteem for hls abilities and knowledge;
-and I am assured that his lectures on history would
compose, were ‘they given to the public, a most
‘valuable treatise. . Under the auspices .of the late

.Deans, a more retrular discipline has :been ntro-
duced, -
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duced, as I am told, at Christ Church;* a course
of classical and philosophical studies is proposed,
- and

* This was written on the mformatzon Mr Glbbon had recewed,
and the observation he had made; previous to his late residenice
at Lausannes Durmu his last visit to England, he had an oppor--
tunity of seeing at Sheﬂield Place some young men of the ‘college
above alluded to; he had great satisfaction jn conversing with
them, made many inquiries respecting their course of study, ap-
plauded the discipline of Christ Church, and the liberal atten-
tion shewn by the Dean,"to those whose only recommendatlon
was their merit. Had Mr. Gibbon lived to revisé this work, I am
sure he would have mentioiied the name of: Dr. Jackson with the
highest commendation: and also that of Dr. Bagot, Bishop of
St. Asaph, whose attention to the duties of his office while he was
Dean of Christ Church was unremitted 3 and to whom, perhaps,
that college is more indebted for the good discipline introduced
_ there, than to any other person whatever. There are other cole !

leges at Oxford, with whoie discipline my friend was unac-
quainted, to which, without doubt, he would willingly have al-_
lowed their due praise, particularly Brazen Nose and Oriel Col-
‘leges ; the former under the care of Dr. .Cleaver, Bishop of
~Chester, the latter under that of Dr. Eveleigh. Tt is still greatly
to be wished that the general expense, or rather extravagance, of
young men at our English universities may be more effectually
sestrained. ' The expense, in which they are permitted to indulge, .
is inconsistent not only with & necessary degree of study, but with
- ithose habits of morality which should be promoted, by all means
possible, at an early period of life. An academical education in’
. England is at present an object of alarm and terror to’ every
thinking parent of moderate fortune. Tt js the apprehension of
the expense, of the dissipation, and other evil consequences, which -
-arise from the want.of proper restraint st -our.own universities,,
-that forces a number of our English youths to those of Scotland,
and utterly excludes many from any sort of acddemical instruc-
tion. If a charge be true, which I have heard: insisted on, that
the heads of our colleges in Oxford and Cambridge are vain of
F4 ' having
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and’ even Pursued, in - that’ numerous seminary :

'leammo' Jhas ‘been ‘made a duty, a -pleasure, and

even a fa.Sthl’b, and several young gentlemen do
honour to the colleo-e in which they have been
educated. Accordmo' to the will of the donor;, the

- profit of the second part.of ‘Lord: Clare,ndon s His-

tory. has_been applied to the establishment of a

- 1iding-school, :that the polite exercises might be
‘taught, I know not with what success, in- the uni-

ver51ty The Vinerian professorship is of far more
serious importance;; the laws of his country are the

having under »lheircare chiefly men of opulence‘, who may be sup-
posed exempt from the necessity of economical controul, they are
indeed highly censurable ; since the mischief of allowing ear]y-
babits of expense and dissipation is great, in various respects, even-
10 those possessed of large property ; and the ‘mast serious evil
from this indulgence must happen to youths of humbler fortune,
-who certainly form the majonty of students bolh at Oxford and

*(,ambndoe S. | -

- Since these observatlons appcared a Sermon, w1th very copious
notes, has been published by the Reverend Dr. Parr, wherein
he complains of the scantiness of praise bestowed on those who
were educated at the universities of England. ' ' I digressed merely
to speak of the few heflds of colleges of whom I had at that time

heard, ot with whom I was acquainted, and I did not allude to

-any others educated there. I have further to observe, that I
have not met with any person who lived at the time to which -

‘Mr. Gibbon alludes, who was not of opinion that his repre-

sentatidn, at least of his own college, was- just: and such was .
the opinion of that accomplished, ingenious, and zealous friend -
of the university, (the late -Mr. Windham:- but every man, ac-

_quainted with the former and present state of the university,

will acknowledge the -vast improvements which have of late
_been introduced into the plan and conduca of education in the

umvemty

first
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first science of an Envhshman of rank 'and fortune,
who if'called to be a ma«rlstrate, and may hope to
be a legislator. This judicious institution’ was
.coldly entertained by the graver doctors, who comi-
plained (I have heard the- compia)nt) ‘that it would
take the young people from their books: but Mr.
Viner's benefaction is not unprofitable," since it has
at ledst produced the excellent commentaues of Sll’ v
William Blackstone.’ R
¢
Afte*r carrying me to Putney, to the house of his
friend Mr. Mallet,® by whose philosophy T was
rather scandalized than reclaimed, it was necéssary
for nty father to form a niew plan of éducation, aind
to devise some method which, if possible, ‘might
effect the ciure of my spiritual -malady. Afte1
much debate it was determined, from the advice-and
_personal experience of Mr. 'Ehot (now Lord Ehot,) '
to fix me, during some years, at Lausanne in Swit
zetland. Mr. Fley, a Swiss gentleman of Basil,
undertook the conduct of the journey : we left
' London the’ 19th of June, crossed the sea from.
‘Dover to Calais, travelled post through several pro-
inces of France, by the direct'road of St. Quentln,
heims, ‘Langres, -and Besangon; and arrived the
30th of June at Lausanne, where I was: imme-
diatély settled under- the roof and tuition’ of M#&
Pavxlhaxd a Calvmlst mlmster

"# The author of a Life of Bacon, which has been rate'd above
its valde; of some forgotten poems and plays;-and of the pathégic.
ballad of leham and Margaret.*~His tenets were deistical;  pers
. haps a stronger term might bave been used. S.

The
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"The first marks of my 1 father s displeasure rather
astomshed than afflicted me; when he threatened
to banish, and disown, and disinherit a rebellious.
son, I cherished a secret hope that he would not,
be able or. wllhno to effect his mgnaces ; and the-
pride of conscience encouraved “me to sustain the
honourable and important part ‘which I was now-
acting.. . My spirits were raised and kept alive by
the rapld motion of my Joumey, the new and
various scenes of the Continent, and the c1v1hty
of. Mr., Frey & jman - -of sense, who was not igno-
rant of books or. the world. - But after he had ,
res1oned me. into Pavilliard’s ‘hands, and I was
iﬁxed in my new. habltatlon, I had leisure to, con-
template the strange ‘and melancholy prospect
before me. My ﬁrst ‘complaint, arose from my
jgnorance of the language. ‘In my childhood I .
‘had. once ;studied the French grammar, and I
‘could imperfectly understand the easy prose of a
familiar subject. But when I was thus suddenly
cast on a foreign land I found my self dcprlved of

the use of speech and of hearing ; and, during
'some weeks, incapable not-only of enjoying the :
pleasures of conversatxon, but even of askmor or
.answermc a question in the common mtercourse
of hfe. To a home-br ed Englishman every obJect
eve_r;yjjcustogrix was offfenswe but. the native of
anjr country might have been disgusted with the
general aspect of' his lodging and entertainment.
I had now exchanged my . eleo-a.nt apartment - in
Magdalen College, or a ‘narrow, - gloomy -street,
'the most unfrequented ‘of an unhandsome town,
et _ o



MY LIFE AND-: WRITINGS »75

for an old. inconvenient house ‘and: for . small
chamber ill-contrived and xll—turmshed, which, on
‘the approach of Winter, instead of a companion-
able fire, must be warmed by the dull invisible
heat of a stové, From a man I was; again
degraded to the dependance of a school-boy. Mr
Pavilliard manaved,my expenses, which had been
reduced to a diminutive state: T: received a small-
monthly allowance for my ‘pocket-money ; and
‘helpless and awkward as I have ever been, I no
longer enjoyed the indispensable comfort. of a
~ servant. My condition seemed .as destitute of
hope, as it was devoid of pleasure : I was separated
for an indefinite, which appeared an infinite term
from my native country; and I had lost all con-
nection with my .catholic friends. I have since.
reflected. with -surprise, that as the Romish ¢lergy-
of every part of Europe.maintain a. close :cor-
. vespondence with egch other, they pever at-
tempted, by letters or messages, to rescue me
from the hands of the heretxcs, or at least to
confirm my zeal and, constancy.in the profession
" of the faith. Such was my first introduction to
Lausanne ; a place where I spent nearly five
"years with pleasure and profit, which I afterwards
revisited without compulswn, and which I have
finally -selected as the most grateful Tetreat for
the decline of my life.

But it is the peculiar felicity of youth that tho
~.most unpleasing obJects and -events seldom make -
a deep or lasting i 1mpressmn~ it forgets the past,
enjoys the present and anticipates the futpre At
' - ' the -
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the flexible age “of s1xteen I soon 1ea1ned to
‘endure; and O'radually to adopt, the new'forms of
_ ‘arbitrary manners: the real hardships of my situa-
- “tion- were alienated: by time. Had' I been sent
‘abroad im & more splendid sty”le, such as’ the
forturie and bounty of my father might have sup-
phed ‘I’ might' have returned home with -the
same ‘stock of language and sc1ence, which ‘our
‘countrymen: usually ‘import from' the Continent.
- An' exile and a prisoner as I was, “their example
“betrayed me into some itregularities of wine, ‘of
‘play, and of idle excursions: but 1 soor felt the
‘1mp0551b111ty of assocmtmg with them on equal
‘terms ; and after the departure ‘of- my first ac-
qualntance, T held a cold and civil coxrespondence
with their successors.- This seclusion from English
- "society was attended ‘with the most solid benefits.
‘In'the Pays de Vaud, the French language isused
‘with less imperfection than in most of the distant
‘provinces’ of France: in: Pavilliard’s family, ne-
‘cessity compelled me to listen and to-speak ;-and
f I-was at first disheartened by the” apparent
slowness, in" a few months I'was astonished by
‘the rapidity of my progress.. My pronunciation
‘was formed by the constant repetition of the same
soufids ; the variety of words and idioms, the
‘rules of grammar, and .distinctions . of genders,
were 1mp1essed in my memory : ease and freedom
‘were obtained by practice; correctuess and- ele-
 ‘gance by labour and before I was recalled home,
French in whlch I' spontaneously thought, was

‘more familiar than English to my ear, my tongue,
© and
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and my pen. The “first» effect: of thxs opemng

knowledge was the revival of my. love of Teading;
which had been chilled- at Oxford’; and I-soon;
turned over, thhout much choice, almost -all the.
French’books in' my tutor’s library. - Even'these
amuseménts ‘were: productive of real advantage:
my taste and - judgment were now. somewhayt.
riper.. 4 was_introduced -to a new mode of style
and literature : by the comparison of ‘manners and
opinions, my views were. enlarged, my prejudices
were corrected, and a4 copious- voluntaw abstract

of the Histoire de I'Eglise et de I’Empn e, by le

Suer, may. be placed in a middle line between my
childish and’ my manly studies. As soon as I
was able to converse with the natives, I began to
feel some satisfaction in their company : my awk-
‘'ward timidity was polished and emboldened ; and
I flequented for the first time; assemblies of -men
and women. The acquaintance of the Pavilliards

prepared me by degrees for more elegant socxety .

T was received with kindness and mdulgence “in

the best farmlles of Lausanne and it was in oné -

of thése that I formed an intimate and lasting, con-
nection with Mr. Deyverdun, a young man of an
amiable temper and excellent understanding. In
the arts of fencing and dancing, small indeed was
‘my proficiency; and ‘some months were idly
wasted in ‘the riding-school. . My unfitness-“to
- bodﬂy exercise reconciled me to a sedentary life,

‘and the horse, the favounte of my countrymen,

never contributed to the pleasures of my youth.
My obligations to, the lessons of Mr. Pavilliard,
gratitude
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o'ratxtude will not suffer me to: fowet: he was.
endowed with a clear head .and a warm healt his
innate benevolence had assuaged the spirit, of the
church; he was rational, because he was moderate :
in the course of his studies he had acquired a Just
though . superficial knowlédae of most: branches
of. hteratule by long practice, he was skilled in
the arts of teachmor and he laboured with assi-
duous. patience to know the character, gain the -
affection, and open the mind of his English pupil.* -
L " - As

.. ’E.rtract of a Letter from M. PAVILL[ABD to Enwann
Gmnov, Esq.

A Lausanne, ce 25 Juillet 17'53.

Monsxeur de Glbbon se porte trds bien par la grace de Dieu,
et il me paroit quiil ne se trouve pas mal de notre Maison; jai.
méme lieu de penser qu'il prend de Iattachement polir moi, ce’
dont je suis charmé. et ‘que je travaillerai EY augmenter, parce-
qu’il surd plus dé confiance en moi, dans ce que _pe me propose
de lui dire. -

Je n’ai point encore entrepns de lul parler sut les mauéres de
religion, parceque je n'entends pas assez la langue Angloxse
pour soutenii une longueconversation en cetté langue, quoique
je lise les auteurs Anv]ois avec assez de facilité; eLMori.éieur de
Gibbon w'entend pas assez de Francois, mais il y fait beaucoup
de progrés

Je suis fort gontent de la pohtessu et de la douceur de
caractére de Monsieur votre fils, et je me flatte que je pourrai-
toujours vous parler de lm avec doac ; il'sapplique beaucoup h
Ia lecture. - . .

" From the Samie to the Same. .
A Lai-usanne, e 13 Aout 1753.
Monsieur de Gibbon' se porte bien par la grace de Dieu; je

lalme, et le me suis extrimement. attaché i\l\u parcequ’xl‘ est
- doux
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As soon as we 'be'a-;n—t'o understand . each other, he
gently led me, fxom a blind and undxstmgulshmm
: ’ love

’
\

doux et trunqmlle. Pour ce qui regarde ses senumens, quoique
je ne lui aye encore tien dit I-dessus, j'ai lieu d'espérer quiil
ouvrira les yeux 3 la vérité.. “Je le pense airisi, parcequ etant
dans mon cabinet, il a choisi deux livres de tontroversie qu’il @
pris dans sa chambre, et qu'il les lit. 1l m’a chargé de vous
offrir ses trés humbles respects, et de vous demander la per--
mission de le laisser monter au manége cet exercice pourroif
contribuer 3 donner de la force 2 son corps, c’estYidée quil ena, -

From the Same to the Same.
- A Lausanne, ce 31 Octobre 1753.
- "Monsieur, -

Depuls ma lettre du 15me Aout, je récus le’ 18me du 1 meme
mois la lettre que vous m'avez fuit ’honneur de m'écriré en datte
du 24e Juillet. Je l'ai lue avec attention: permettez wioi de,_
vous marquer les réflexions que Jy ai fait. .

. Vous souhaitez que je tienne Monsxeur votre fils 3 la malsou
nttache 3 ses &tudes, et qu'il sorte peu. Vous ftes’ pere, pac 14 -
méme, Monsneur, vous_avez droit de prescnré la maniére dont
vous voulez qu'on le conduise. Sans doute vous ne prenez ce
parti, que parceque vous croyez qon réussira mieux par cette .
voie, 3 le ramener des prejugés auxquels il s'est livré, Mais

. Je vous pne de considérer que Monsieur .votre fils est d’un
-caractire sérieux, qu’il se pla:t A refiéchir, quétant dans sa
chambre occupé 3 lire, il suivra ses idées, et il 5" y ¢ attachera
toujours plus,. pargeque personne ne. le’ contredira: d al!leurs
Tegardant comme une peine I'obligation qu’on lui i xmpose, il sera
toujours moins porté 3 écouter favorablement ce que je lui dirai s
il envisagera tous mes discours, comme venant d'ur homme qui
est’ dans des idées qu’il desapprouwc, ef qui veut, cependant, ]es
lui faire recevoir, parcequ’il est pale pour cela.

Je crois, Monsieur, qu'il seroit plus 3 propos dele distraire un’
pew, de I'égaier un peu, pour lui faire passer ce qu'il a”de trop
‘sombre dins le caractére: en voyant bonne compagnie, il

appercevrox:
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love of reading,. mto the- path of instruction. - I
consented w1th pleasure. that a _portion of the:
morning  hours should be eonsécrated toa pla.n of
modem history and geography, and to the critical
_perusal of ‘the Frencli'and Latin' classics; ‘and at
each step I felt myself invigorated by the hablts of
apphcatlon and, method. HlS ptudence repressed,
and dissembled some youthful sallies ; and as soon:
as I was confirmed, in the habits of industry and.
temperance; he gave the reins.into my own hands:
His favourable report of my behaviour ‘and pro-
- gress. gradually obtauned some latitude of actxon

appercevrmt qu on pense Juste sur bien de sujets : il s'accoutu-
\mero:t ‘A étre contredit quelquefo:s, et A céder aussi dans
Poccasion, il examineruit avec. plus de soin et avec moios de
préoccupation les principes qu il adopte, e les voyant. souvent
<ondamnés par des ‘personnes qu’il voit qui ont dy gofit pour la
vente, il ne les regarderoit pas comme ‘infaillibles, et canvaincu
qu'on ne le Bait pas & cause de ses sentxmems, il ecoutetoxt ce
“qu’ on "lui. diroit avec "plus de confiance. ~ Tout ce que je viens
‘de dlre est une suite des’ renmnques que j'al fait'sur son caract(.re,
et sur ce que vous m’avez fait l'honneur de m'en dire dans votre
‘lettre, - Je me suis appergu qu'ih étoit attaché au parti du Pré.
tendanta il's'en est déclaré assez ouvertement dans.Ja suite,” J'ai
" ¢combattu ses xdc.es sans faire semblant’ que c'¢ étoit les snennes, et
‘suns marquer. aucune intention. de lui; faxre de la Peme ‘ila
uphque plusneurs fois, mais 'la fin jai ‘tellement renversé tous
ses rmsunnemens quil n’en parle plus, et qu’il Sexprime sur Ie
sujet du’ ron ‘dune manidre bien différente. de ce qu'il faisoit
autrefois. Je.n'assurerai pas cependant qu il ait entitrement
chang’f. didets, parcequ 'i| parle peu, et que je n'ai pas | voulu faire
connoitre que j'avois dessein de lcmporter sur lul.
Monsleur, e : a
. Votre trds humble et obéissant bervxteur,
' PAVILLI ARD, PASTEUR :

and
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and expense-and he-gished todlievidte the hard:
ships: of): my:lodging~ andy lentertainment, . The
principles: iof., philosophy. wctel associated-iith lthe
examplesof .tastel; .and. by & singylai ‘chancey the
book;-4s well: 4s:the many, which .contributed thi¢
mos$:! eﬁ'ectua.lly toimy educiitiqiyhas :a stronges
claimy on ‘iny gratitude :thar:ion Imly..admiration}
Mz Dc Crousaz, thé. ddveisary, of .Bayle4nd Pope)
18 ot dxstmguxshed by; lively: fancy) or profound
zeflection; and:even.in!his;own,:qountry, at! the
end. of a.few. yeats; his tame:and -writings lare
almost obliterated. '« But. his:phildsophy had-been
foirmed 'ini the school of Loeké, his divinity fothat
-of Limborch and Le Clerc; in-a lang and labotious
life, several genexatmns of . pupils weére: taught td
think, and even; .to.write ; jhis Jlessons rescued the
academy of " Lausanne-from Calvinistic prejudicesy
and- he, had. thé rare ‘merit of  diffusing::a»moro
liberel spirit. amonig the cletgy and: pe0p1e oftthe
Pays deg Vaud. . Hisisystem: of. logic; whichi in the
last editions has swelled to six_tedioiis. &nd. ‘prolix
~ valumes; may be praised as a “clear and methodical
abridgment of the art of reasoning, from our simple
ldeas o the, most. cpmplex pperations,of the human,
'undexsta‘ndmv . This system L studied, :and; medis
tated; sand: abstracted, still»Erobtained the free
cominard’. of “in ¢ umvelsal Iﬁstruménty W‘hlcfh{'
sb0n presiiiméd t6 éxércise ‘on’ my ¢é2 ,hollc” c’;)p,irﬁans':
Pavilliard " was not unmindful that his first fask,
his mdst: important \duty, *wds ‘to tetlaim e fiin
- the térfors“of popery. The intermixture of sects,
hag rendeled th Swiss clergyI acute and’ learned n

31y Al 119 RO w Lo e aed o S0Py
tbﬁ i"PH?&P:f‘u AnLt TOVEIsY.;, nand J\;Ilalven fame Qﬁ 8
3YOL. I. letters
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letters in which he celebrates the dexterity of his
attack, and my gradual concessions, after a firm
and well-managed defence.* 1 was willing, and I
_amn now Wllhng, to allow him a handsome share of
the honour of my conversion : yet I must observe,
that it was prmmpally effected by my private re-
flections; and I still remember my solitary trans~
port at the discovery of a philosophical argument
against the doctrine ‘of transubstantlatlon : that
: the text of scrlpture, which seems to inculcate the
real presence, is attested only by a single sense—v
-our sight; while the real presence itself i is dis-
proved by three of our 'senses—the! sight, the
touch; and the taste. The Various articles of the -
Romish creed dlsappeared like a dream; and after
a full conviction, on Christmas-day 1754, I re-
" geived the sacrament in the church of Lausanne.
It was here that I suspended my religious inquiries,
acquiescing with implicit belief in the tenets'and
mysteries, which are adopted by the- trenexal con-

sent-of catholics and pl otestants 't
x ‘ oo Such :

- # M. Pavilliard ‘has described to me the 'asténishment with
which he gazed on Mr. Gibbon standing before bim: a thin little
figure, with a large head, disputing and urging, with the greatest’
ability, all the best arguments that had ever been used in favour:
of popery.. Mr. Gibbon many years ago became very fat and.

'corpulent, but he had uncommonly small bones, and was very’
shghtly made. -8

1 Lettcr from Mr. P.wn.uum to Ln\unn Gxnnox, Esq
: : ' ~ Juin 26 175
) Monsneur, B
Y espére que ‘vous pardonnerex mon long sllencg en faveur d(:s
nouelles que jai & vous' apprendre SI Jai ' tant tardé, ce b's
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: Such,, froﬁl my arrival'at Lausanne,. during the
ﬁrst exghteen or twenty months (Jely 1758~March
_ 1755,)

£t6 pi pas aubh, ni par neghgence., mais je !royons de semame en
semaine pouvoir. yeus  annoncer: quo: Monsieur votre. fils. axoit
entidtement renoncé auxuﬁwssm idbes qu'il -avoit embrassées;
mais il & fally disputer le terrein piod A pied, et je n'ai pastrouvé
en lui un homme léger; ¢t qui passe gapidement d’un sentiment 3 _
ud autre. Souvent. aprés avoir -détruit,toutes, ses idées sir ug
article, de manidre qu'il n'avoit; rien M répliguer;ice; qu "il avodoit
_ sans .détour, il me disoit qu’il ne!croioit pas qu'ik n'y et vien ¥
me répondre.. . La-dessus je 'ai pas jugé quil fallds Je: pousser ¥
bout, et extorquer-de lui;ua aven que sor ceur desavoueroit; jé
lui donnois alors.du tems pom' réflechir ;. tous. mes livres éibient
& sd disposition ;- je revenois 'l charge. quand il m'avouoit qu'il
nvoxt &tudié la’ matidre  anssi: b}en qu nl Yavoit: pu, et enfiti
Jétablissois upe verite. . -~ . - Y
Je me persuadois qug, quam‘l jaurom dEtruit les prmclpa.les'
erreurs de V'église Romaine, je n'surois :qu’a. faire’ voir que les
auttes.sont des conséquences : des premilres, . et;. qu'slles .ne
peuvent: subgister quimd les fondamentales sont renverstes; mais,
comme je {'ak dit, ja me suis trompd, Il & fallu_traiter chaque
amcle dans son entiers . Par.le grace de Dieu; je n'ai pas perdu
mon tems; et aujowrdhui, ai mémq il conserve quelques restes de
m pemicienses errents, jose, *dire . quiil. west. plus membre de
Yéglise Rpmame, ;voici don¢: ol nous en sommes. g
:+Jai; renversé, ]mfmlhbnhte de Léglise ; i’ai prouve que Jamala
St. Pierre Wa-fté, ‘chef des apdtres;..que quand il Pauroit ét6; le
pape n'est’ pmn} £0N pUCCESSEURS | qu 'il-est douteux que, Si. Pierre
ait jamais £1¢ & Rome, maijs:supposé qu'il: y ait £té, il n's pas.&té
évdque de:cette,uillexque,la transnbstantiation est une inventiot
hnmaine, «t- pei phcienne .dans: Véglise; que. Vadoration: de;
YEnchariste et/le retiaiichement de 1a coupesont contraires Ala
parole de' Dieus:qu'l y'a des. saints; inais que nous ne $avons pas’
qui ils sont,: €t par tanséquentqu' on: ne.pent pda les prier s qué,
lc respect et le culta:quhn rend aux: rehques sestconilaminable b
il n’y 8 poxptde purgatoire, €} iqie Ja dootritie: des.indulgencey .
- 62 Coest
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1755), wére my. useful. studies, the foundatiorr of
all ny future impiovéments. . : But every man - who
= rises

est-fausse: "que le”Caréme' et les- jeunes: dw: Vendredii et du
-Samedi sont'ridicules nujourdhui; ‘et de-la ‘menibre 'queFaglise
Romaine les prescnt: ‘que Jes-imputations que 1 ghse de -Rore
nons fait de varier dans notre: doctrine, et d’avois pour réformas
teurs: des- pexsonhes dont la-‘conduite: et- les ameeurs ont. Gt& un
scandale, gont £ntitrement fausses,: - "‘»’i‘i“ B N Y
- Vous comprenez bien, Monsieur, ‘que’ ces amcles sont d’une
longue discussion, qu il e fallwi du tems-& Monsieur wotre- fils
pour "méditer mes_raisons;. et'pom ychercher des réponsesi! ‘Ja
Iui: ai* demandé. plusieurs fois 'si mes.preuves et mes raisons-lai
parbiséoient' 'comainqu'antes' 39il m’a ‘toujours ‘assuré qu'ouiy dé
fag:on' que’ j’ose! ‘assurer aussij comme je le luiiai dit 3 Jui méme
il'y a peu.de tems, qu'il n'étoi{ plus cathofque' Romainc i Jé:me
flatte qu aprés avoir obtenu la victoire sur ces.articles; je Pdura’
sut.lg reste -avec le secours de Diew. .Tellement que:je compte
vohs - mar'que'r dans"'peu que cette ’ouv}age est fini; je dois vous
dire encore que, quoique j’ai trouvé M". votre fils trds ferme dans
ses idées, je I'ai ~u'ouvé raisonnable, qu'il Sest rendu & la lumidre;
et qu'il west pas, ce :qu'on appelle,-chicaneur. ' Par rapport &
Yarticle du jeune le Vendredi et Samedi, long tems apris:que je
“vous eus écrit'qu’il n'avoit Jjamais marqué qu'il-vouldt l’obsewer,;
environ e commencement: du: mois ‘de. Mars-je m’appergus un
Vendredi qu il .ne mangemt point-de viande; ;je: lui-parlai en
particulier-pour ‘en savoir la raison,craignant qué ce ne fut par
indisposition ;¢ il ine répondit qu'il 'avoit faif A dessein, etiqu’il
avoit cra 8tre obligé de se copformer 3 la pratique d'une église
dont il, &toit membre :- rious parlimes quelque tems sur ce sujet;
il ‘m’assura ‘qu'il wm'envisagedit'cela: que; comme unepratique
‘bonne 3 Ja vérité, et qu'il devoit suivre; quoiqu'il-nela crlt pas
‘sainte- en. elle 'méme, 'ni d’institution: divine: ~ Je: ne:cris pas
- devoir insister pour lors, i le fovcerd agix contre: ses. ‘lamidres «
¥ai traité cet articlequi est certajinement un des moins. importans,
des moins fondés ; et egpendant il m’a falla-uri'tems gonsidérable
pour - Jé ‘déiromper, et pour lui faire comprendre:qu’il avoit tort
de *
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rises above the common ‘Tevel has' iecei\'r’éd tWo edu=
~cations: the’ ﬁrst from ‘hi§: teachers the- ‘second;
o ‘more

de q’asquettlr 3 ,la pmthue d'une eghse gqﬂ ng xeconno:ssont
plus pour -infaillible ;. que si méme - cette pratlgue ;q,voxt ew
quelque utilité dans son institution, cependant elle n'en avoit
aucune en elle méme, puisqu'elle ne contribuoit en rien 3 la
pureté des mieurs, qu’ainsi;il n’y avoit ‘auctine raison, ni dans
Vinstitution de cette pratique, ni dans la pratique elle, méme, qui
Yautorisit, 3 s’_y' soumettre : - quaujourdhui., e, n'étoit. qu'nne
affuire 'd’intérét, puisquavec.de, l'argent on obtenait des dispenses
pour manger. gras, &c. de maniére que je Y'ai ramené 2 la liberté «
Chretienne aveg beaucoup de peme et seulement depuis quelques
semaines, Je I'ai engagé 3 vous écrire, pourvous manifester les
sentimens od il est, et Iétat de 53 santé; - et je crois: qu il 1'a- fa;;f

\From Mr Gmnou fo Mrs Pon'um ®

Dear Madam, TR PA R .

I ‘have at length-good news to- telI you.: l ‘am now’ good
Protestant, ‘and am extremely- glad of it; ' I have i all my’ Lettérs
_taken notice of. the different ' moyvements of :my mind, entirelyt
Catholic when I came to Lausanne, wavering long fiine befween:
. the two systems, and 'at last fixed for the Protestant—-—when thad
conflict was over,- I had still another dxﬂ‘iculty-s—brouvht up withe
all the ideas of the Church of England, ¥ could scarce resolvé'td
communion with’ Présbytenans, agwll the' people of this’ country
are. I at last got over it, for consldering that whatéver différence.
there :may be.between' their churches'and- ours,’in the govern-
ment iand dlscnplme, they still regard us as brethren and profess
the samé. faith as usi=determined then in'this desigh, I declared
it to'the: lhmlstérs of the town, assermbled at M. Pamlhard whq
baving examined. me, approved of it, and pewmnted ‘me toreceive,
thé: communion:with them, which I did Christmas’ day from’ the
hands of Mr.;Pavilliard, ‘who nppeared extremely gladol' ite¥
Sl b e pinidn gl M e Doy
b Thl; Kelt]te‘x; da cur;’oua 128 it- sh:wsdm how ﬂ:ort a lime (not more’ than 8
ty:;rbl;‘nh:o ;n. )‘ fl5e nc; Fdoptth g id mm ef &the‘ rﬂcl} languﬂge Pnd }03

Sigguny o dhud s ‘-:‘“r“@ﬂl
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more personal and important, - fron; hunself He
“will not hke the fanatxcs of the last age, define
, « the

am so extremely, myself——and do ‘assure you, feel a joy. ex-
tremely pure, and tl:e more so, as I know lt to be not only inno-
ceit but laudable. h _ ) . N

Mr. PAvILLIARD fo st. wan:m :
. o Lausanne January 28, 1755.
* Madam, R .
A5 T'have a piece of news. extremely mterestmg to acquaint
you with, I cannot any longer defer answering to-the’ letter ‘you
honoured me with. God has at length blessed my cares, and
heard your prayers; 1 have had the satisfaction of bfinging back
Mr. Gibbon to the bosom of our reformed church ; be has com-
municated with us Christmas day last,'with ilevbtldn‘: he appears
satisfied with- what he has done, and I am persuaded is at preécut ’
as little dnclined to the sentiments of the Church of Rome, as I
am myself. I have made use with-him, neither of. rigour nor
artifice. I have never hurried him in his .decisions, but have
always left him the time ta reflect on every article; he bas been
persuaded of the integrity of my intentions, he has heard me as a
friend, and I have served him as guide to enter into the road.of
the truth.  God Almighty be blessed for it § I pray that God to
strengthen him more and mere in the right way, and to make
bhim & faithful member.of his church. T ought to render him the
justice fo say, I never found him obstinate ; he has been fixed in
his ideas, but when he has seen the light, he has rendered
himself. His behaviour has been very regular and has made no
slips, except that of gaming twice :and losing much more-than I
desired. I hope, Madam, you will acquaint Mr. Gibbor with
your satisfaction ahd restore him your affection, which though his
errors may have shaken, they have tot, ] am sure, déstroyed. As
his father bas allowed hixi but thé bare necessaries, but nothing
more, I dare beg you to grant him soine tokens of ‘yout satisfac-
tion. I am convinced he will employ them well, and I ever
flatter myself he will give me the direction of them; for he has
promnsed me nevér to play any more games ‘of chance., 'k wish
'you, Madam, all kinds of prosperity.
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‘the moment af grace ; but be cannot forget the zra
of his life, in which his mind. has expanded to its
proper form -and . dimensions, My worthy tutor
bad the good sense and modesty to discérn how far -
he could be useful: as soon as he felt that I.ad-
vanced beyond his speed and measure, he w1sely
left me to gny genius; and the hours of lesson were
soon lost in the voluntary labour of the whole morn-
ing, and sometimes of the whole day. The desu'e
of .prolonging my time, gradually confirmed the
salutary habit of early rising; to which I have al:
ways adhered; with some regard to seasons: and
situations : but it is happy for my eyes and my
health, that my temperate ardour has never been
seduced to trespass on the hours of the night. - Dur-
mg the last three years of my: re51dence at Lau-r
sanne, I may assume the merit of serious and solid
-application ; but [ am tempted to distinguish the
Jast eight months of the year 1755, as the period of
the most, extraordinary diligence and rapid pro-
gness.“ In my French and. Latin translations I

: - adoPted

* Joumway, December 1755.]—In finishing this year, I must
temark how ,favourable it was to my studies. In the space of
’ elght months, from the beginning of April, 1 learnt the prmcnples,
of drawmg, made myself completé masteg, of the French and
- Latin languages, with which I was very superficially acquainted
before, and wrote' and translated ‘a great deal'in both; 3 read Cl-
‘céro’s Epistles ‘ad Familiares, his Brutus, all his Oratlons, hig
Dlalogucs de Amiciti4, and De Senectute ;' Terence, twice; ang
Pliny’s Epmles In French, Glannone’s Hxstory of Nap]es, an
I'Abbé Bannier’s Mythology, and M. De Boehat's Mémoires stir la '
Suisse, and wrote a very ample relation of my tour. I Jikewise
G 4 - began
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adoptéd an excellent methdd; which;.from iy ‘owr
suceess; I would 'redommend o 'the’ imitation of
stadents.i- I chbse some ‘clussic) writer, ‘suclias
Ciceraiand Vertot, the most:approved for:putity
anid elegante: ‘of - sty1e4 T translated, for instance}
an; epxstle of Cicero inte French; ‘and after throw:
) ing it asidé, till the words and phlases wvere oblites
sated. from my memoryy I ré-translated my- ‘French
into suchiLatin as I could find ; “and; then compa.red
. edchisentence of my imperfect vérsion; -withithe
€ase, the'grace, the propriety of the: Roman’ orator:
A:similar. experiment was made on several pagesof
the Revolutions .of Vertot; I turnéd them 'into
Latin, returned them after a sufficient intervalinto
my bwn French, ‘and again ‘scrutinized’the resem-
blarce or dissimilitude of the copy and the original.
By degrees' I was less ashamed, by degreés - I was
* more sa.tlsﬁed with myself; and I persevered in the
practice;of these double translations, which filled
several books; till I had acquired the kriowledge of
both idioms; and thé command at least of a,,correqt .
style. This useful exercise of writing was accom-
' panied -and succeeded by the more pleasmu occu-
ation of reading the best- authols The perusal “of
thé Roman’ classxcs Was at once my exercise an({
reward ‘Dr, dedleton s HlStOl Y. whlch €L then

i
began to. stndy Greel\ and went. through the Grammar I beﬂan
to make very large co]lectxons of what I read.’. But wha.t T e§1eem
most of all, from the perusal and meditation of De Crousazs
Lo«nc, I not on]y understood the prmclples of thal science, but
formed my mind to 2 habit of thinking and reasomng ‘1 had na
ldea of before.

' appre-
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apprecjated above jts true vaiue, natdrally directed
fme to the writings of Cicéro. " The’ most perfect
editions,” that “of Olivet, whith may" adorn’ ‘thi 3
shelves of' the ‘rich, that of Ernestl, which shqxﬂd
Yie’on the table of the fearned; Were not withih o
reach. * For the familiar epistles I used' the texi: .
and English commentary of Blshop Ross ¢ but my
" géneral edition was that of Verburglus, pubhshe& '
at Amsterdim in two large volumes. i folio, with
ani indifferent choice of various, “hotes. Iread With
application-and pleasure, all the epistles, all" the
~ orations, and the most lmportaﬁt tréatises of ‘rhe- _
toric and’ philosophy ; and as I read, g applauded
the observation” of Qumtllhan that every student
~may judge of his own proficiency, by the satisfac-
tion which he receives from' the Roman ofator. I '
‘tasted the beatities of language, I breathed the: sp
1it of freedom, and I imbibed from his precepts and
examp'les the pubhc and’ pnvate sense of a man
Cicero' in ‘Latin, ‘and Xenophon in Greek, are in-
deed the two ancients whom I'would first } propose
 'to a liberal scholar ; not-only for the merit of their
style and sentinients, but for' the admirable lessons,
which may be applied almost to- every situation of
publi¢ aid private life. Clceros Epistles miay jnl
 particular afford the models of ¢ évery form of “corre-
spondence, from the careless effusions of tendeérness
and friendship, to the' well—guarded declaration:of
discreet and dignified resentment. fter finishing *
this great. author a hbxary of eloquence and reason,
I formed a more extensive plan of rev1eng the
Latm
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Latm classics,* under the four divisions of,- .. hlb-
Atorlans, 2. poets, 3. orators, and4 phllOSOPhelS, in
a chronologwal series, from the ,days of Plautys and
Sallust, ‘to the decline of the language and empire
of Roxne and thls plan, 1n the. last twentyseven
months of my: resxdenCe at Lausanne (J anuary
.1756——Apr11 1758), 1 nearly accompllshed - Nor
was this review, however rapid, either hasty or su-
erﬁcxal 1 indulged myself in a second and even
a third perusal of Terence, Virgil, Horace, Tac1tus,
&c. and studled to 1mb1be the sense and spirit most
congemal tomy own. I never suffered a dlfﬁcult
or corrupt passage to escape, till I had viewed it in
every light of which it was. susceptible : though
“often, dlsappomted 1 always consulted the most
' learned or ingenious commentators, Torrentius and
Dacier on Hoxace, Catrou and Servius- on Virgil,
Lipsius on Tacitus, Meziriac on Ovid, &c.; and in
the ardour of my inquiries,* I embraced a large cir-
cle of hlstoucal and critical erudition.’ My ab-
: stxacts of each book were:made in the French lan-
guage: my obsérvations often brancheéd into parti-
cular essays; and I can still read, without con-
tempt, a dissertation .of eight folio pages on eight
lines (287—294) of the fourth Georgic of Vnoul
M. Deyverdun,- my ‘friend, whose name will be/
frequently repeated, had jotned w1th equal zeal,

e Jovmut., January 1756. ]—l determined to read over the
Latin authors in order; and read thls year, Virgil, Sallust, Livy,
Velleius: Paterculus, Valerius Maxxmus, Tacitus, Suetonius,
Qumtm Curtlus, Justin, Florus, Plautus, Tereuce, and Lucre.-
tius. X also read and meditated Locke upon the Ungerstanding.

though



MY LIFE.AND, WRITINGS: 9b

thoirgh not with equal pérseverance, in:the sarne
undertaking.. To him every thought, every com-
positian, was instantly communicated ; -with him:I
enjoyed the benefits of -a free convcrsatxon on. the
topics of ‘our common studies, - - ;5 '
But it is scaréely possible for a mm.d cndowed
with any active ciwriosity, to be long convérsant
with the Latin classics, without aspiring to khow =
the Greek originals, ‘whom they celebrate as theif
‘masters, and of whom they so wa.rmly recomménd
‘the study and imitation; : 4

Vos exemplana Grada’
Nocturni versate manu, versate diurnd.

’ ’.

It was now that I regretted the early years which
had_been wasted in sickness or idleness, or meré:
idle reading; that I condemned the perverse me-
thod of .our schoolmastels, who, by first teaching
~ the mother language, might descend with so much

-ease and perspicuity -to’ the origin and etymology
of a derivative idiom. In the nmeteenth - year of
my age I determined to supply this defect ; and the
lessons of Pavilliard again contributed. to ‘smaoth
the entrance of the way, the Greek alphabet, the .
grammar, and the pronunciation according to the
French 'accent. "At my earnest request ‘we pre-
sumed to open the Iliad ; . and Fhad.the pleasure of

beholdmg, though dalkly and through a. glass, the,,
true 4mage of Homex whom I had long since ad-
mired it an English dress. After -my tutor had left
me to myself, I workéd my way through dbout -
half the. Ihad, and afberwards mterpreted alone a
: . ' large
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large portion of Xenophon and Herodotus: 2 But

myvardour; destitute-of raid: and’ xefnulatnoﬁ . WS

gradually ‘cooled, ‘and, ‘from: the- barren task: of

searching - words in: a lex1con, ‘T'withdrew: to 'the

free and familiar conversation of Virgil and Tacitus,
" Yet ifumy! résidence at Lausanné I had 1aid a solid

. foundation, which enabled- me, ‘in a: more: propiv

' tious! season,'xto prosecute the> study of Grecxane

literaturestsn ! lus v Lt )

- From a-blind idea of the usefulness of. suchrab«»
stract sc1ence, my father hadibeen desirous; and

even pressmv tha.t I should devote some tlme to

- . _ with

«;-_../?.;‘;;. AR L ALY S N TR SO ll

o A Exttact of a Letlerfrom Mr. PAvn.LLuu) to Enwum’ - 3
I T A B IR ,Gmnow, Esq.: .

v Je nal pomt‘c}xame dé sentimens pour Monsieur votre ﬁls I
vbus rend compte de ses éindes; v.‘-je puis. vous. assuret quil nel
vons fit, rien, qm ne soit trés.vrai. ; I} emploie trés bien son temps,,

- et} il Sappliqye extyémemenq P.ussx a-t-il fait beaucoup de progrés,
1 entend trds bien lé Latin, etil a 1u Jes meilleurs auteurs que.
nous wions, &t eela 'plus 'tne’ fois’: il a 1u 1a Logique de Mr.'de
Crousaz et I'Essai sur P'Entendement humain de Mr. Locke, dont
i} a fait des extraits: il 8' commencé le Grec, et il.s’y attache ™
il ya « tommencer Talgtbre, comme vousle lui ordonnez. " Vous.
_)u"erez par ses lettres s'il entend le angoxs, car Je vous assura
que jeny ai fait aucuné correcnon ’ .
Par- mppm-l: é Ta! relwmn, il s pas laissé echapper un ‘seul
.~ mot, ,qui ait pd me - faire soupgonner qu’il eut encéré quelque
-attachément pouy la relmon Romaine,’ et quoique nous parhons

, toutes les queslwns qu on tralte. Le pem voyace que_ nous

- avons Tmt Tii a beaucoup v?]u ‘Acet, eoard ‘il'g &té témoin - des.
superstmons {pouvantables;’ qui y revnent‘ il en a 16 d'autant

" plus
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with s0 reasonable.awish. » During) twa-winters |
attended theé private lectyres of Mongiedi dé. Tray-
torrens; who explamed the elements ¢f algebra_and

ony ‘ . geometry,

1)] us frappé qu'il ae' le eonnoissoit pas,: et:qu'il.ne.flouvait. s’imdr
giner qu'elles fussent aiissi ‘grandes. ~Quand: il ’auroitpas deﬁ
renoncé d cette .commbunion;; il Vatigoit! fuit ; un!uhxtablgmeut.
tant elles lui ont paru excessives et déraisonnables; - Jeé! suis-perr
suadé qu’il a embrassé le parti Protestant par raison, et qu'il y a
péu de-personnes qui aient plus examiné. et mieux senti la force
de nos prenves que Juis . Je lul dois: ce;témpignage; ¢t je- lelui
rends avec plaisir, -de méme ue sur sa bonne conduite.

P $. La létire que vous avez &cnif 3 ‘Monsieur votre fils I'a
extrémemeht touché parce quelle lui a fait voir que vous étiez
mécontent de lui. Rlen ne peut le mortifier davantajgé'i que cette
idée. - Rendez ‘luj, je vous supphe, votre aﬂ'ecnon,‘ﬂ ‘la ’mente,

par l'anachement quil il a pour vousit TRt Thos ity

N J".'vqul»z'r"

e " . FIomleamctotheSqme
BRI B e Janwer YQ 1457 v
Monsieur; © 7 oo et

“ Vous avez souhalte  que Monsieur' votre fils Sappliquét a'l"alué-
bre; le gofir quil a pour les belles. lettres 1ut faisoit apprehender
que I'algebre ne nuisit A ses ttudes favomes‘ je'lui“ai pefsuadé
qu ‘il ne se faisoit pas une juste idée de cette pame des mathéima-
tiques;’ ‘lobelssance qu’il vous’ don, _)bmte més ‘rdisons, Vonf’
éterminé X en faire un cours.' Je né croivis pas gu'avec cette

répugnance il y fit-de grands prot'rés je fnis suis trompd? it ' fait

bien tout 'cd ¢ quil fait ; il’ ést’ exact 4 'ses lepons 9l s’apphquo i
tiré avaiit'sa legon, et il’ repassex avec ‘svin;”de ‘madidté qu'il
avance ’l)eancoup, et plus qlie j& hié vetuis attehdu's P est chiurmé
davuir “dorfiitince} et jé - pensd! gu'il fera” il petit- Cours -d¢
géométrie, ce qui en tout ne lui prendra que sept ¥'hibit miois:
Pendant. quil fait ses legons, il ne s'e3t pointrelaché suesesabitres
Eludes; il avance beaucoup. daps le Gree, et ik 8- presque.lu Id
mom» de Illiade d’Homere ;. je. Jui faia régulidrement des legons

_surcet auteur{ il &.aussi fini:Jea historiens, Latings. il.es ost.&

présent
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geometryi as far as the ‘conic sections of the Mar-
quis: de' PHépital, and appeared satisfied with my
,dlhuence and improvement.* ‘But as my childish
) ) - prq-
présent aux Poetes etil a o enuérement Plaule et Terence, gt
" bientbt il aura fini Lucréce « “Au reste, il ne lit pas ces auteurs
la legere, it veut séclaircir sur tout; de fagon qu'avec le génie
qu’il &, l xcellente mémoire et l’apphcatlon, 1l ira lom dans les
.sciences, - . - e ' '

" JYai én l’honneur de vous dire ci- devant, que malgre ses etnder

il voyoit compagme, Je pms vous le dire’ encore aujourdhm.

N From the Same to the Same o
- Jan. 14- 17 58.

Monsxeur, :
- J'ai euThonneur de vous écrire le 27 Juillet et le 25 8'"‘ passes,
et je vous ai rendu compte dela sante, des &tudes, et de la con- -
duite de Monsieur votre fils. Je n’ai rien 2 ajouter & tout ce que
je vous en ai dit: il se porte parfaitement bien par la grace de
Digu : il continue 3 étudier avec application, et je puis. vous
assurer qu'il fait des progrés considérables dans les etudes, etil se
fait extrémement -estimer par tous ceux qui lg connonssent, et
Jespire que quand il vous montrera en dhjall ce qu'il salt, yous
€n serez trds content, Les Belles Lettres qui- sont son étude fa-
vorite ne l’occupent pas ehtitrement; il contmue les matbema-
-tiques, et son professeur m’assure. qu'il n'a jamais yu personne ‘
avancer, autant que lm, m avoir plus d'ardeur et, dapphcanon
qu il 'en’a. Son génie hgureux et pénétrant est seconde parune
m§moire des plus heureuses, tellerpent quiln oublle- presque rien
de ce qu'il apprend. Je i'ai pas moins, lieu d’étre content de sa
conduite; qumqu il étudie, beaucoup, il voit ceyendant com-
‘pagnie, mais il ne voit que des personnes dont_ le commerce pg:}lt
libtreutile. . .0 g,

* JourwaL, Januaiy 1757 ]-I began to study alaebrn undet
M. de Traytorrens,- went through the elements of algebra and
geometry, and the three first books of the Marquis de LHopital's

Comc.Secnons. T also read Tnbul]us, Catullus, Properuus, Ho
yracia " race,
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propensity for numbers and calculations was totaliy
, extmct, I was content to receive the passive imw
presslon of my Professor’s lectures, without-any
active: exercise of my own powers. As soon as I
understood the principles, I relinquished for ever
the pursuit of the mathematics; nor caii‘T Jament’
that I desisted, before y! mmd was hardéried by
the habit of rigid demonstration, so destructive of
the finer feehn«rs of moral ev1denée, ‘which must,
however, denermmc the - actions: and’ opinions -of
our lives. I listened with mote'pleasure to the prov -
posal' of studying the law'of hature and'tlations,
. which was taught in the academy of Lausahne: by
- Mr. Vicat, a professor of ‘some learning ‘arid repu—
tation.” But, instead of attending his’ pubhc or pn-‘
vate course, I pre referred in my closet the lessons of
his'masters, and' my own reason.* 'W ithdut being!
disgusted by Grotius or Puffendorf; I studied i
their writings the duties of a man, ‘the rights of a
 citizen, the theory of justice, (it is, alas T4 theory,) :
and the laws: of peace and war, which have had
some mﬂuence on’ the practlce of modem Europe.

:ace, (wnth Dac:ers and Torrenhuss notes,) ergtl Ovlap Epis-,
tles, with Mezmac s Commentary, the Afs Amandi, apd the Ele-
gies; hkewxse the Augustus and leenus of Suetomu:, and a La-
tin translation of Dion Cassius, (rom the deathof Jullus Cesar to
the death of Augustus: . I'also ¢ontinued my conréspondehcé b
guo last year with M. Allamand of Bex, and thg Professor Breiv
tinger of Zurich; and opened a new one thh the Rmfessor Gasngr '
of Gottmven :

"N, B: Last year and thn I read St ]olm,s Gospei, ,\vxﬂx alt
of Xenophons Cyropcedxlt the Hidd, ‘and Herodotus but, u{;’»on :
the whole; I rathes neglected my Greek Lo AR i

My

-
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My fa.tlgucs were alleviated by the-good sense’ ‘of
their, commentator Bar beyrac Locke s Treatise of
Government, instructed me. in. the knowledge of
Whig px inciples, which are ‘rather founded in reason
than experience; butmy.delight was in.the fres
quent, pgrusal .of. Montesqmeu, whose -energy -of
sty'le, and, boldness of /hypothesis; were, powierfulk
to awgken .and. stimulate the genius, of the age:
The logic of De Crousaz had prepared.me to engage
with his master Locke, and his antagonist: Bayle ;
of; Whpm the forme1 .may be used, as a bridle, jand.
the, latter, as a_spur, -to the . cuuosn:y, of a ydung,
p‘h;losqphel,. ‘According to the natule of}their -re~
spec;me works, the. schools of. aroumcnt and obs -

‘ _]t;qthn, I ,caxefully ‘went  through the Essay. jont

Hnman Understanding, and, occasionally consulted
the;most interesting articles of the Philosophic Dic-
tionary, In theinfangy, of my reason;I turned over;:

_as an -idle; amusement, - the most serious and im-
- portant treatise: in its ma.tunty, ,the most trifling:

'pelfox;rna,nqg,c.(mld exercise my. t@sta ar judgment;

and more than once I'have beeu led by a.novel into.
a deep and instructive tram of thinking. But I

. cannot forbear 'to mention ‘thrée paltlcular bOOLs,

sinée they may’ have remotely contribyted to form -
the 'hlstouan .of the Roman empire... 1. From, the.
Provmclal Letters of Pascal, . which ahnost every,

_ yeat I have perused: with new pleasure; *I learned:

to ‘minage' the' weapon of 'grave dnd ter}lperate,
1rony, even on subJects of ecclesiastical solemplty '

2. The Llf¢ of .T u],xan, by the Abbé dc) la. Eletetie,

“first mtmduced me to-the man.and: ‘the times:and:

I should
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I should be glad to Ttecover my first essay on n the

truth of the miracle which- stopped the rebuilding

of the Temple of Jerusalem.” 3. In Gnannone s
Civil History of Naples, I observed with a critical
eye the progress and abuse' of ‘sacerdotal power, and
the revolutions of Ttaly in the darker ages. This
various reading, which I now conducted with dis-

_ cretion, was digested; according to the precept.and

s,

model of Mr. Locke, into a lalo'e common-place
book ; a practice, however, whlch I do not strenu-
ously recommend. The action of the pen will
doubtless imprint an idea on the mind as well as
on the paper: but I ‘much: question whether the
benefits. of this laborious method are adequate to

" the waste of time; and I must agréé with Dr.
- Johnson, (Idler, No.74.) ¥ that what is twice read,

is commonly- better remembered ‘than what 1s
transcribed.”

During two years, if I forget some boylsh ex- .
cursions of a day or a week, ‘I was fixed at Lau- -

‘sanne; but at the end of ‘the third summer, my

father consented that I should make the tour of
Switzerland with Pavilliard : and our short absence

_of one month (September 21st—October 20th,

1755) was a reward and relaxation of my assiduous
studies.* The fashlon of climbing the mountains
and

BN

_#* From EpwarDp GiBBoN #o Mrs. PoRTEY, |
'*i'***'**'-‘*‘*-w*u-ée'**'**
*************Nowformyself
As iy father bas'given me lcave to make a journey round Swit-
zerland, we set_ out to-morrow. Buy a map of Switzerland, it
YOL, L. i - : will
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~and reviewing the. Glaciers, had not yet been in-
tloduccd by f01e10'n tlavellers, who seek the sub-

wnll\ cost -you but & shilling, and follow me. "I go by Tverdun,
Neufchétel, Bienne or Biel, Soleurre: or Solothurn, Bale or
Basil, Bade, Zuiich, Lucerne, and Bern. The voyage will- be
of about four weeks; so that T pre to Jind a letter from you wait-
ing for e As my father had given me leave to learn what I had
& mind, I have learned to ride, and learn  actually to dance and
. draw, Besides that, I often give ten or. twelve hours & day to
my studies. Ifinda greatmany agreea.ble peoplé here; see them .
sometimes, and can say upon the whole, without -vanity,"that
though T am the Englishman here who spends the least money,
I am he who is the most generally liked. I told you that my
father had promised to send me into France and Italy. I -have
' thanked him for ity but if he would follow my plan, he won't do
it yet a-while.  I'never liked young travellers ; they go too raw
to make any great remarks, and they lose a time which is (in my
opinion) theé most precious part of a man’s life. My scheme would
be, to speml this winter at Lausanne: for though it is a very good
place to dcqune the air of good company and the French tongue,
we have no trood pr ofessots., To spend (I say) the winter at Lau-
'sanne; go into England to see my friends for a couple of montbs,
and after that, finish my studies; either at Cambridge, (for after.
“what has passed one cannot think of Ox_ford ,) OF at an university
- in Holland. If you liked the scheme, could you not propose it to
my father by Metcalf, or somebody who: has &’ certain credit over
him? I forgat to ask you whether, in case my father writes tp
‘tell ne of his manrmoe, would you advise me to comphment my
" mother-in-law? I think so. . My health isso very wuular, that
I 'have nothing to say aboutit. ~ .
I have been the whole day writing you this letter; the prepa-
_ rations for our voyage gave me a thousaud interruptions.” Besides
that, I was obliged to write in English. This Tlast reason will seem
-a paradox, -but I assure you the l‘u,nch is much more familiar to
ame, - I am, &c, .
C T e E. G_IBBON.
Lausanne, Sept. 20, 1755, C .
. lime
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‘lime beauties of nature. But the political face of
the country is not less diversified by ‘the forms and
spirit of so many various republics, from the jealous
government of the few to the licentious freedom
of the many. I contemplated with pleasure. the
new prospects of men and manners; though my
conversation- with. the natives. would have been
more free and instructive, had I possessed the Ger-
man, as well as thée French language. We passed
thropgh most of the principal towns ‘in Switzer-

.

_land; Neufchitel, Bienne, Solearre, Arau; Baden, -

Zuyrich, Basil, and Bern. In every place we visited
the churches, arseptals, libraries; and all the most
eminent persons; and after my return, I dlo'ested
my notes in foulteen or fifteen sheets of a French

Journal, which IdlsII;atched to my father, as a ploof ‘

that my time and his money had not been mis-

spent. Had I'found this journal among his papers,

1 mi¥ht be tempted to select some passage_s 5 but I’

will not transcribe the printed accounts, and it may
be sufficient to notice a remarkable: spot, 'which
left a deep and lasting impression on my memory.
From Zurich we ploceeded to the Benedictine
Abbey of Einfidlen, more commonly styled. Our
Lady of the Hermits. I was astonished by the
profuse ostentation of riches in the-poorest corner

.

-of Europe; amidst a -savage scene of woods and .

mountains,. a palace appears to have been erected

by magic; and it was erected by the potent magic

:of religion. A crowd of - palmers. and votaries was
prostrate before the altar. The title,and worship
H2 of
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of ‘the Mother of God plovoked my indignation ;
and 'the hvely naked image of superstition sug-
gested to me; as in the same place it had done to
Zulnvllus, .the most pressing argument for the re-
formation of the church. About two  years after
this tour, - passed at Geneva a useful and agree-.
able month;. but this ‘excursion, and some short
visits in the Pays de Vaud, did not materially in-
terfupt my studxous and sedentary life at Laus
sanne.

My thirst of i 1mprovement and the Janguid ‘state
of science at Lausanne, soon prompted me to so--
licit a literary correspondence with several men of

- learning, whom I had not an opportunity of per-
sonally constlting. 1. In_the perusal of ley,
(xxx. 44.) I had been stopped by a sentence in a
speech of Hannibal; which cannot be reconciled
by any torture with his character or argument.
The commentators dissemble, or confess theu' per-
plexity.” It occurred to me, that.the change of a
single letter, by substituting ofio ‘instead of odio,
mwht restore a clear and consistent sense; but I
\Vlshed to weigh my emendation in scales less par-
tial than my own. I addressed myself to M. Cre-
vier,* the successor of Rollin, and a professor in the
university of -Paris, who had pubhshed a'large and
valuable edition of Livy. - His answer was speedy
.and polite; he pxalsed my ingenuity, and adopted
. my conjecture. 2. I maintained a Latin corre-
qpondcnce, at fust anonymous, and afterwards in .

-

% See Appendu, Letteu, No. L . :
my
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my own name, with Professor Breitinger* of Zu- ~
rich, the.learned editor of a Septuaormt Bible. In
our frequent letters we discussed many questions of -
antiquity, many passages of the Latin classics. I
proposed my mterpretatlons and amendments. His
censures, for he did not ‘spare my boldness of con-~
Jécture, were sharp and strong; and I was encou-
raged By the consciousness of my strength, when
I could stand in free debate against a critic of such
eminence and erudition. 3. I corresponded on si-
milar topics with the celebrated Professor Matthew
-Gesner,T of the university of Gottingen; and he
accepted, as courteously as the two former, the in-
vitation of an unknown youth.' But his abilities
might possibly be decayed ; his ¢laborate letters
were feeble and prollx and-when I asked his pro-
per direction, the vain old man covered half a sheet
of paper with the foolish enumeration of his titles
and offices.. 4. These Professors of Pam, Zurich,
and Gottmo-en, -were strangers, whom I presumed.
to address on the credit of their name; but Mr. Al
lamand,{ Minister at Bex, was my personal friend,
‘with whom I maintained a more free and interests
ing correspondence He was a master of language,
of science, and above all, of dxspute ; and his
acute and flexible lOO‘IC ccould ‘support, with equal
address, and perhaps with equal indifference, the- .
adverse sides of every possible questlon His spirit
was actxve, but his pen had been indolent,. Mr,

# See Appendu_:, Letters, No. 1V. and V..

+ Ditto, .No. VL. VII and VIIL,

t Ditto, No, 11, and IIIL. . o .
: ' H3 ~ Allamand_
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Allamand had exposed hlmself to much scandal and
reproach, by an anoriymous letter (1745) to the
Protestants of France; in which he labours to per-
suade them>that: - public -worship is. the -exclusive
right and duty of thé state, and that their nume-
rous assemblies of” dissenters.and rebels were not
authorised by the law or the gospel. --His style is
animated, his arguments specious; and if the papist
© may seem to lurk wunder .the mask of a pratestant,
the philosopher is concealed under the disguise of
.a papist. -After some trials in France and Holland,
which were defeated by his fortune or his character,
a genius that might have enlightened or deluded
the world, was buried in a country living, unknown
to fame, and dlscontented with mankind. Esf sa-
crificulus in pago, et rusticos decipit. As often as |
private or ecclesiastical business called him to Lau~
sanne, I enjoyed the pleasure’and benefit of his:
conversation, and we were inutually flattered by our
attention to each.other. Our corlespondence, in
his absence, chiefly turned on-Locke’s metaphysics,
which he attacked, and I defendcd the origih of
ideas, the p11nc1ples of ewdence, a.nd the- doctune
of liberty ;

_And found no end, in wandering mazes lost.

By fencing with so skilful a master, I acquired
some dexterity in the use of .my philosophic wea-
pons; but I wasstill the slave of education and pre-
' judice. He had some measures to keep; and I
‘much suspect that he never shewed me the true

colouls of "his secret scepticism. _
Bcfore
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"Before I was recalled from Switzerland, I had-the
satisfaction of seeing the most extraordinary man
of the age; a poet, an historian, a philosopher, who
has filled thirty quartos, of prose and verse, with
his various productions, often excellent, and always
entertaining.. Need I add the name of Voltaire ?
After forfeltmg, by his own misconduct, the friend-
slnp of the first of kings, he retired, at the age of
sixty, ‘with a _plentiful fortune, to a free and beau-
tiful. country, and resided two winters (1757 and
1758) in the town or neighbourhood of Lausanne..
My desire of beholding Voltan'e, whom I then rated
- above his real magmtude, was easily gratified. He
- received me with civility as an English youth; but

I cannot boast of any peculiar notice,or dlstmctlon,
Virgilium vidi tantum.

The ode which he composed on his ﬁxst arrival
on the banks ‘of the. Leman Lake, O Maison
d’Adristippe ! O Jardin d’Epiciire, &c. had been
imparted as a secret to the gentleman by whom I
was introduced. He allowed me to read- it twicé;
I knew it by heart; and as my discretion was not
‘equal to my memory, the author was soon dis-
pleased by the circulation of a copy. In writing
this trivial anecdote, I wishted to observe whether -
my memory was impaired, and I have the eomfort
of - finding that every liné of the poem is still en-

-graved in fresh and indelible characters. The
highest gratification which I derived from Voltaire’s
residence at Lausanne, was the uncommon circums-
stance of hearing a great.poet declaim his own pro- .
ductions on the staoc He had fornied a company

' ’ H 4 .. of
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of gentlemen and ladies, some of whom were not

N

destitute of talents. A decent theatre was framed
at Monrepos, a country-house at the end of a
suburb ; dresses and scenes were provided at the ex-
pense of the actors; and the author directed the re-
hearsals with the zeal and attention of paternal love.
In two successive winters his tragedies of Zayre, Al-
zire, Zulime, and his sent1mental comedy of the En-

. fant Pnodlo'ue, ‘were played at the theatre of Mon-

repos. Voltalre represented the characters best -
adapted to his years, Lusignan, Alvaréz, Benassar,
Euphemon. His declamation was fashioned to the
pomp and cadence of the old stage; and he expressed
the enthusiasm of poetry, rather than the feelings
of nature. My ardour, which soon became conspi-

‘cuous, seldom failed of procuring me a ticket.

The habits of pleasure fortified my taste for the
French theatre, and that taste has perhaps abated
my 1dolatry for the gigantic genius of Shakespeare,
which is mculcated ﬁom our infancy as the first
duty of an Englishman, The wit and phllosophy

of Voltaire, hxs table and theatre, refined; in. a -

visible degree, the manners of Lausanne; and, how-

“ever addlcted to study, I enjoyed my share of the-

amusements of society. After the representation
of Monrepos I sometimes supped with the actors.
I was now, familiar in some, . -and acquainted in
many houses; and my evenings were O'enerally de-

voted to. cards and conversation, either in prn ate-

parties or numerous assemblies.
T hesitate, from the app1ehens1on of ridicule,

when I apptoach the delicate subject of my early
love: -
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love. By this word I do not mean the polite at-
tention, the gallantry, without hope or design,
which has originated in the spirit-of  chivalry, and
is interwoven with the texture of French manners:
"I understand by this passion the union of desire,
friendship, and tenderness, which is inflamed by a,
single female, which prefers her to the rest of her-
sex, and which seeks her possession as the supreme
or.the sole happiness of our being. Fneed not blush
at rccéllecting the object of my choice ; and though
my love was disappointed of success, I'am rather-
proud that I was once capable of feeling such a pure
and exalted sentiment.- The personal ‘attractmns of
Mademoiselle Susan Curchod were embellished by
the virtues and talents of the mind, Her fortune was
humble but her family wasrespectable. Her mother,
a native of France, had preferred her religion to her
country. The profession of her father did not
extinguish the moderation and philosophy of his
temper, and he lived content with 3 small salary
and laborious’ duty in the obscure lot of minister
of Crassy, in the mountains that separate the Pays
de Vaud from the county of Burgundy.* In the
sohtude

* Extracts from the Journal,

‘March 1757. I wrote some critical observations upon Plautus.

"-March 8th. I wrotea long dissertation on some lines of Virgil.

June, I saw Mademoiselle Circhod—Omnia tincit amor,
et nos cedamus amori. .

August. I went to Crassy, and staxd two days

Sept. 15th. . I went to Geneva.
Oct. 15th, 1 came back to Lausanne, havmg passed through
T “Crassy. _
Nov.



!06 ' MEMOIRS OF

, solitude of a sequestered village he bestowed a Ii-
" beral, and even learned, educa.tlon on his only
daughter. ~ She surpassed his hopes.by her pro-
ﬁc1encv in the smences and languages; and in ber
short visits to somé relations at Lausanne, the wit,
the beauty, and erudition of Mademoiselle Curchod
were the theme. of universal applause. The re-
port of such a prodigy awakened my curiosity;
+ I 'saw and loved. I found her learned without
pedantry, liv ely in conversation, pure in sentiment,
and elegant in manners; and the first sudden emo-
tion was fortified by the habits and knowledge of
a more familiar acquaintance. - She permitted me to
make her two or three visits at her father’s house.
I passed some happy days there, in the mountains
of -Burgundy, .and her parents honourably encou-
raged the connection. Ina calm retirement the gay
“vanity of youth no longer fluttered in-her bosom;

Nov. 1st. I went to visit M. de Watteville at Loin, and saw

' g Mademoiselle Curchod in my way throurrh

. ) Rolle -, .

_Nov. 17th., . I went to Crassy, and staid there six days.
Jan. 1758. - In the three first months of this year I'read Ovid’s
Do Metamorphoses, finished the’ conic sections
with M. de Traytorrens, and went as far as the
mﬂnite series; I likewise read Sir Isaac New-
ton’s Chronology, and wrote my critical obser-
- vations upon it.

-Jan, 23d. Isaw Alzire ‘acted by the soclety at Monrepos
Voltaire acted Alvarez; D’Hermanches, Za-
more; de St. Cierge, Gusman; M. de Gentil,

. Monteze ; and Madame Denys, Alzire,

she
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she listened to the voice of truth and passion, and

I mlght presume to hope that I had made some im-
pression on a virtuous heart. At Crassy and Laus
sanne I indulged my dream of felicity : but on my
return to England, I soon discovered that my father
would not hear of ‘this strange alliance, and that

without his- consertt I' was myself destitute and

helpless. After a painful struggle I yielded to my
fate: I sighed as a lover; I obeyed as a son;* my
wound was Insensibly healed by time, absence, and

the habits of a newlife. My cure was accelerated.
by a faithful report of the tranquillity and cheer-
fulness of the lady ‘herself, and my love subsided

Jn friendship and ‘esteem. The minister of Cr: assy
soon afterwards died; his stipend died with him+
his daughter. retired to Geneva, where, by teach-

ing young ladies, she earned a hard subsistence. for

herself and her mother; but in her lowest distress
she maintaineda spotless reputatlon, and a dignified
behavicur. A rich banker of Paris; a citizen of Ge-
neva, had the good fortune and good sense to disco-
verand possess this inestimable treasure; and in the

capita] of taste and luxury she resisted the tempta-

tions of wealth as she had ‘sustained the hardships
of mdmence ‘The genius of her husband has

exalted hlm to the most conspicuous station in Ege

ope. In every change of prosperity and disgrace

hd See Oeuvres do Rousseau, tom. xxxiii. p. 88, 89 octavo
edition, As an author I shall not appeal from the judgment, or

taste, or caprice of Jean Jacques: but that 'extraordmary man,

whom I admire and- pity, should have been léss precipitate in
condemning the moral characfer and eonduct of a stranger. "

he
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he has reclined on the bosom of a faithful friénd;
and Mademoiselle Curchod is-now the wife: of
M. Necker, the minister, and perhaps the leglslator,
of the French monarchy. Y

- Whatsoever have. been the fruits of my educa—’
tlon, they must be ascribed to the fortunate banish-
ment which placed me at Lausanne. I have some-
times applied to my own fate the verses of Pindar,
which remind an Olympic .champion that his vic-
tory was the consequence of his exile; and that at
home, like a domestic fowl, - his days might- have
rolled away inactive or inglorious.

1770‘ nui TE“ KEY,
"Evdopdycus 47 ukex'lwp,,
Svyyove 'n'ap ‘Ealie .
’Axheng Tipd xa-re¢uhkopona'e wodiy*
Eluy oldaig av‘huvenpac
Kvwoiag ducpos wavpas.* " OLymMP. xik.

If my childish revolt against the religion of my
country had not str 1pped me in time of my acade-
mic gown, the five impor tant years, so liberally im-.
proved in the studies and conyefsation of Lau-
sanne, would have been steeped in port and preju-
~dice’ among the monks. of 'Oxfox:d. Had the fa-

# Thus, like the crested blrd of Mars, at home
Engag'd in foul domestic jars,
And wasted with Intestine wars,
Inglorious hadst thou spent thy vig'rous bloom 3
" Had not sedition’s civil broils -
_Expell'd thee from thy native Crete, =
And drivn thee with more glorious toils - ,
.'Th® Olympic crown in Pisa’s plain tothéet. .~ West’s Pind.
' tigue
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tigue of idleness compelled me to read, the path of
{earning would not have been enlightened by a ray
of philosophic -freedom. 1 should have grown to
manhood ignorant of thé life and language of
Europe, and my knowlege of the werld would have
been confined to an English cloister. But my reli-
gious error fixed meat Lausa,nne, in a state of banish-
ment and disgrace. The rigid course of - d1sc1phne
and abstmence, to which I was condemned, ‘invi-
gorated the constitution of my mind and body;
poverty and pride estranged me from my eoun-
trymen. One mischief, however, and-in their eyes
a serious and irreparable mischief, was derived from
the success of my Swiss education: T had ceased -
to-be an Englishman. At the flexible period -of
youth from the age of sixteen to twenty-one, my -
opxmons, habits, ‘and sentiments were cast in a fo-
* reign mould ; the faint and distant remembrance of
Envland was almost obliterated; my native lan-
guage was grown less familiar; and I should have
cheerfully accepted the offer of a moderate inde- .
pendence on the terms of perpetual exile. By the - .
good sense and temper of Pavilliard my.yoke was
vmsens1bly 11ghtened . he left me master of my time
- and actions ; but he could neither change my situa-
tion, nor ircrease my allowance, 4nd. w1th the pro-
gress of my years and reason I impatiently sighed
for the moment of my deliverance. At leno-th ‘in -
the Spring of the year one thousand seven hundred
and fifty-eight, my father signified his permission -
-and his pleasure that I should immediately return
. home. We were then in the midst of a war:" the
: resent-
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“resentment of the French at our taking their ships
without a declaration, had rendered that polite
‘nation somewhat peevish and difficult. - They de-
nied a passage to English travellers, and the road
through Gexmany was  circuitous; to1lsome, and
perhaps in ‘the neighbourhood of the armies, ex--
posed to some danoer In this perplexity, ‘two.
Swiss officers of my acquaintance in the Dutch ser- -
vice, who were returning to their garrisons, offered
to conduct me through-France as one of their com-
panions; nor did we sufficiently reflect that my’
‘borrowed namie and regimentals might have been
considered, in case of a dlscovel y, ina very serious
~ light. I took. my leave of Lausanne on the 11th
"April 1758; with a mixture of joy and regret, in the
firm resolution of revisiting, as a man, the persons -
and places which had been so dear to my youth.
We. travelled slowly, but pleasantly, in a hired
«coach, over the hills of Franche-compfé and the
fertile pmvmce of" Louame and passed, without
accident or inquiry, throu0h several fortified towns.
- of the French frontier: ﬁom thence we entered the
‘wild Ardennes of the Austrian dutchy of Luxem~
‘burg; and after crossing the Meuse at LleO‘e, we
tlaverscd the heaths of Biabant, and reached, on-
the fifteenth day, our Dutch garrison of Bois le Duc.
In our passage through Nancv, my eye was grati
fied by the aspect of a regular and beautiful city, -
the work  of Stamslaus, AV ho after the storms of
-~ Polish royalty, reposed in the love and gratitude of
his new sul)Jccts of Lorraine.. Inour halt at Maes-
tricht I visited Mr de Beaufort a learned cnt;lc,
. . who
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who was known to me by his specious argumentg
~ against the fivé first centuries of the Roman History.
After dropping my regimental companions, Istepped.
aside to visit Rotterdam and the Hague. I wished
to have observed a country, the monument of frees
dom and industry ; but my days were numbered,
‘and a longer 'deldy would have been ungfaceful:
I hastened to embark at the Prill, landed the next -
day at Harwich, and proceeded to London; where
- my father awaited my arrival. The whole term of
my first absence from England was four. years ‘tert .
months and fifteen days.

In the prayers of the church our personaI con«
" cerns are judiciously reduced to the threefold dis~
tinction of mind, body, and estate: ‘The sentiménts
of the mind excite and. exercise our social sym-
pathy. The review of my moral and literary cha-
racter is the most interesting to myself and to the
public; and I may expatidte, without reproach, on
my ‘private studies; since they have'produced the
- public writings, which can alone entitle me to the
esteent and friendship of my readers. The expe-
rience of the world. inculcates a discreet resérve
on the subject of our person and estate, and we.
soon learn that a free disclosure of- our riches or
poverfy would provoke: the malice of envy, or en-
courage the. insolence of contempt.

The only person -in ‘England whom I was 1mpa_-.
tient to see was my aunt Porten, the affectionate .
guardian of my tender years. I hastened to her.
house in College-street, Westminster ; and the even-
in g was spent in the effusions of joy and confidence.

It
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1t was not without some awe and apprehension that
. T-approached the presence of my father. My in-
fancy, to speak the truth, had been neglected at
home ; the severity of his look and language at our
last paxtmg still dwelt on my memory ; nor could I
form any notion of his Character, or my probable
reception. They were both more agreeable than I
" could expect. - The domestic discipline of our an-
cestors hias been relaxed by the philosophy and soft-
ness of the age; and if my father remembered that
he had trembled before a stern parent, it was only
to adopt with his own son an opposite mode of be-
haviour. He received me as a man and a friend ;
all constraint was banishied at our fifst interview,
and we ever afterwards continued on the same terms .
of easy and equal politeness. He applauded the
success of my education; every word and action
was expresswe of the most cordial affection; and
our lives would have passed without a cloud if his
ccconomy had been equal to his fortune, or if his -
fortune had been equal to his desires. 'During my
absence he had married his second wife, Miss’ Dom-
théa Patton, who was introduced to me with the
most unfavourable prejudice. I considered his se-
cond marriage as an act of displeasure; and I was
disposed to hate the rival of my mother. -But the
injustice was in my own fancy, and the i imaginary
. monster was an amiable and deserving woman. "I
could not be mistaken in the first view of her un-
derstanding, her knowledge, and the elegant spifit
of her conversation: her polite welcome, and her
“assiducus care to study and gratify my wishes, an-
~ pounced
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nounced at least that the surface would be smoothg
and my suspicions of art and falsehood were gradu-
ally dispclled by the full discovery of her warm and
‘exquisite sensibility. After some. reserve on my
side, our minds associated in confidence and friend-
ship ;. .and as Mrs. Gibbon had neither children nor
the hopes of children, we more easily adopted the
tender hames and genuine characters of mother and
of son, By the indulgence of these parents, I was
left at liberty to. consult my taste or reason. in.the
choice of place,. of company, and of amusements ;
and my excursions were bounded only by the limits
of the island, and the measure of my income.- Some
faint efforts were made .to procure me the employ-
ment of secretary to a foreign embassy ; and I list-
ened to a scheme which Would again have trans-
ported me to the- contment st Gibbon, with
seeming. wisdom, exhorted me to’ ‘take chambers in
the Templc, and devote my leisure to the study of
the law. I cannot repent of having neglected her
advice: . Few men, without the spur of necessity,
have resolution to force their way :through the.
thorns and thickets of that gloomy labyrinth. *Na-
ture had not; endowed me with the bold and ready-
eloquence which makes itself heard amidst the tu~
mult, of the bar; and I should probably have becn.
diverted ‘from the labours .of ‘literature, without
“acquiring” the . fame or fortune of a successful
pleader. . I had 1o need to ¢all to my-aid the regu-
Jdar duties of a profession; every day, every houf
was avreeably ﬁued nor . have I known, like so
YOL. F..., - .~ . .. _.mapy
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many of my countrymen, the tedlousness of anidle
life.-

Of the two years (May 1758—May 1760,) be-
tween my return to England and the embodymo of
the Hampshire militia, I passed about nine months
in London, and the remainder in the country. The:
metropolis affords many amusements, which are
- open-to all. It is itself an astonishing and perpe-
tual spectacle to the curious eye; and each- taste,
each sense may be gratified by the variety of ob-
jects which will occur in the long circuit of a morn-
ing walk. I assiduously frequented the theatres
at a very propitious ra of the stage, when a con-.
stellatlon of excellent 4ctors, both in tragedy and
* comedy, was eclipsed by the meridian. bnghtness of
Garrick in the maturity of his judgment, and vigour
"of his performance. The pleasures of a town-hfe
are within the reach of every man who is regardless
of his health, his money, and his company. By the
"contagion of example I was sometimes -seduced ;
but the better habits, which.I had formed at Lau-
sanne, induced me to seek a mare elegant and ra-
tional society ; and if my search was less easy and
_successful than I might have hoped, Ishall at pre~
~-sent impute the failure to the disadv antages of my
situation dnd character. -Had the rank and fortune
of my parents given them an annual establishment

in London, their own house would have introduced

" Ine to a numerous and polite circle of acquaintance.
But ‘'my -father’s taste had always preferred the
highest and the lowest company, for which he was
equally qualified; and after a twelve yeats’ retire-
ment,
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ment, he was no longer in the memory of the great
with whom he had.associated. I found myself a
stranger in the midst of a vast and unknown city ;
and at my entrance into life I was reduced tp some
dull family parties, and some scattered connections,
which were not such as I should have chosen for
myself. The most useful friends of my father were.
the Mallets: they received me with civility -and
kindness at first on his account, and afterwards on

- my own; and (if I may use Lord Chestetfield’s

words) I was soon domesticated in their house, Mr.
Mallet, 2 name among the English poets, is pralsed
by an unforgiving enemy, for the ease and ele-

gance of his conversation, and his wife was not

destitute of wit or learning. By his assistance I
was-introduced to lady Hervey, the mother of the
present earl of Bristol. - Her age and infirmities

.confined het at home ; her dinners were select; in

)

the evening her house was ’open to the best com-
pany of both sexes and all mations; nor was I dis-
pleased at her preference and affectation of the
manners, the language, and the literature of France.
But my progress in the English-world was in gene-

ral left to my own efforts, and those efforts were

languid and slow. I had not been endowed by art
or nature with those happy gifts of confidence and
address, which unlock every door and every bosom; -
nor would it be reasonable-to complain of the just
consequences of my sickly childhood, foreign edu-
cation,” and reserved temper. While coaches were

- 1attling through Bond-street, Ihave passed many a-

solitary evening in my lodging with my books.
12° - My
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My studxes were sometimes interrupted by a sigh,
awhich I breathed towards Lausanne ; and on the
approach of Spring, I withdrew without réluctance
$rom the noisy and extensive scene of crowds with-
.out ¢company, and dissipation without pleasure. In
each of the twenty-five years of my acquaintance
-with London (175 8-—1783) the prospect gradually

brightened; and this unfaveurable picture most
properly belongs to the ﬁrst penod after my return
from Sw1tze11and .

- My father’s residence in Hampshlre, where I have
passed many light, and some heavy hours, was at
Buriton, near Petersﬁeld one mile from the Ports
‘mouth road, and at the easy distance of ﬁfty-ewht

“ miles from London.* An old mansion, in a state
of decay, had. been converted into the fashion and
.convenience of a modern house ; and - if strangers
had nothmw to see, the mhabltants had llttle to
desire. The spot was not happily chosen, at the
-end of the village and the bottom of the hill: but
the aspect of the adjacent grounds was various and
cheerful ; the downs commanded a noble prospect,
and the lonO‘ hanging woods in sight of the house
could pot pelhap§ have beén nnproved by, art or
-expense.. My father kept in his own hands the

‘whole of the estate, and even rented some addi-
tional land ; and whatsoever might be the balance
of proﬁt and loss, the farm supphed him with
amusement and plenty -The produce maintained
a number of men and horses, which were multi-
~ #The estate and manor of Benton, otherwase Buriton, were
considerable, and were sold a few years ago to Lord Staw ell. S.

plied
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plied by the intermixture of domestic and rural seg-
vants; and in the intervals of labouy the favourite
team, a handsome set of bays- or greys, -was har-
nessed to the coach. “The ceconomy of the house
was tegulated by thes taste and prudence of Mrs.
Glbbon Sie prided herself in the elegance of hér
occasional dinners; and from the uncleanly avarice
of Madame Pavilliard, I was suddenly transported
to the daily neatness and' luxury of .an English
table.. Our immediate neighbourhood was rare and'
Yustic; but from the verge of dur hills, as far as
* Chichester and Goodwood, the western district of
Sussex was interspersed with.noble seats and hos:
pitable families, with whom we cultivated a friendly,.
‘and mlght have ‘enjoyed a very frequent, inter-
course. ~ As my stay at Buriton was always volun-
“tary, I was received and dismissed with smiles; but
the comforts of my retirement did not depend on’
. the ordinary pleasures of thescountry. - My father
could never inspire me with his love and knowledge.
of farming. I never handled a gun, I scldom
‘mounted an horse} and my philosophic waiks were
soon terminated by a shady bench, where T was
long detained by the sedentary amusement of read-
ing or meditation. At home I occupied a pleasant

and spacious apartment’; the’ library on the samé -

floor was soon considered as my peculiar domain ;
and I might say with trath, that I was never less
alone. than when: by my self. "My sole complaint,
which'-I piously suppressed, arose from .the kind
Jestraint imposed on the freedom of my.time. -By
the habit of early rising I always secured a spcred
‘ I 3 pm tion
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portion of-the day, and many scattered moments .
were stolen and employed by my studious industry.
But the family hours of breakfast, of dinner, of tea,
and of supper, were regular and long : " after break~
fast. Mrs. Gibbon expected «my company- in her
* dressing-room ; after tea my father claimed my con-
‘versation and’ the perusal of the newspapers; and
in the midst of :an interesting work.I was often
called down to receive the visit of some idle neigh-
_bours.- Their dinners and visits required, in- due
~ season, a similar teturn; and I dreaded the period
of the full'moon, whlch wa$ usually reserved for
our ‘more distant excursions. I could mnot refuse
-attending iny father, in ‘the summer of 1759, to the
races at Stockbridge; Reading, and Odiam, whele
he had entered a horse for the hunters’ plate ; and
- I 'was not displeased with the 51g~ht of our Olympic
games, the beauty of the spot, - the fleetness of the
- horses, and the gay tumult of- the numerous spec-
tators. As soon as the militia business ‘was agi-
tated, many days were tediously consumed in meet-
‘ings of deputy-heutenantsat Petersfield, Alton, and
Wmchester In the close of the same year, 1759,
Sir Simeon (then Mr.) Stewart attempted an unsuc-
cessful- contest for the county. of Southampton,
"against Mr. Legge, Chancellor of the Exchequer:
a well-known contest .in which Lord Bute’s mflu-
ence was first exerted and censured. Qur canvass
at Portsmouth and Gosport lasted several days; but,
the mterruptlon of my studies was compensated m
some degree by the spectacle of English manners,
und the acquisitiOn of some practical knowledge.

If
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If in a more domestic or more dissipated scene
my application was somewhat relaxed, the love of
" knowledge was inflamed and gratified by the com-
mand- of books; and I. compared the poverty of
‘Lausanne with- the plenty of London. . My father’s
study at Buriton was stuffed with much trash of
the last age, with much high church divinity and
politics, which have long since gone. to -their.
proper place: yet it contained some valuable edi;
tions of the classics and the fathers, the choice, ag
it should seem, of Mr. Law; .and many English -
publications of the times had been occasionally
added.. From. this-slender beginning I have gra--
. dually formed a numerous and select library, the
_ foundation of my works, and the best comfort of
my life, both at home and abroad. On the receipt
of the first quarter, 'a large share of my allowance
was approprxated to my literary wants,- I cannot
forget the joy with whichJI exchanged a bank-riote,
of twenty potinds for the twenty volumes of the
Memoirs .of the Academy :of Inscnptlons, nor
would it have been easy, by .any other expendi-.
. ture of the same sym,.to have procured so large
and lasting 2 fund of rational amusement. At a _
time when I most assiduously . frequented this
school of ancient literature, I thus expressed my
opinion of a learned and various collectlon, which
since the year 1759 has been -doubled in magni-.
tude, though not in. merit— Une de ces socxetés,
.qui ont.mieux immortalisé Louis XIV. qu'une. .
ambition souvent. pernicieuse aux hommes, - com-

14 - : mengmt
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- mengoit-'déjd ces recherches qui ‘réunissent la
- justesse de l'esprit, I'aménité et Iérudition: ol I'on -
voit tant de découveltes, et quelquefois, ce qui-ne
ctde .qua peine aux découvertes, “une ignorance
‘modeste et. savante.” “The review of my library
-must be reserved for the period of its maturity;
but in ‘this place I may allow myself to observe,
that I am met conscious 'of having .ever bought =
book from a motive of ostentatlon, that every:
‘volume, : before it was deposited on the shelf, was .
either read or sufficiently examined, and that I
.soon adopted. the tolerating ‘maxim of the -elder
Pliny, “ nullum esse. hbrum tam malum ut non ex
aliqud- parte prodesset.” I could not yet find
leisure” :or. courage to renew the pursuit ‘of the:
Greek language, .excepting by reading the lessons
of -the 01d‘ and New Testament évery Sunday,
when I dttended. the family to church. - The series
of my Latih authors was less strenuously  com-
pleted; but the acquisition, by inheritance or-
pulc'hase, of the best editions of Cicero,: Quin-
-tilian, ‘Livy, Tacitus, Ovid, -&c. afforded a fair
prospect which I séldom neglected. I persevered
in the useful method of abstracts and observations;
and a single example may suffice, of a note which
had almost swelléd into-a work. The solution of
a passage of Livy (xxxviii. 38) involved me in the
dry and dark treatises of Greaves, Arbuthmnot,
Hooper, Bernard, Elsenschmldt Gronovius, La
Barré, Frefet, &c.; and.in'my French essay (chap.
: 00) I ndxculcmsly send the reader to my own

: : ‘manuscript
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manuscript ‘remarks on the weights, coins, and"
aeasures of the ancients, which were abruptly ter-
_minated by the militia drum. .

- As I'am now ‘entering on a more ample field of' 3
soc1ety and study, I can only hope to avoid a vain
and prolix garrulity, by overlooking the vuloar
crowd of my acquaintance, and .confining myself
to such intimate:friends among books and men, as
are best entitled to my notice by their own merit
and reputation, ‘or by the deep impression which
~ they have left on my mind. Yet I will embrace
this occasion of recommending to the young stu-
dent a ‘practice, which about this time I myself
adopted. After glancing my eye over the design
and order of a new book, I suspended the perusal
till I had finished the task of self-examination, till
I had revolved, in a solitary walk, all that.I knew
or believed, or had. thought on the subject of the
whole work; or of soine partlcular chapter: I was
then qualified to discern how much the author
added to my original stock § ‘and if I was sometimes
satisfied by the agreement, I was sometimes armed
bys the -.opposition, of our ideas, Thg favourite
companidns of my leisure were our English writers
. since the Revalution: they breathe the spirit of
reason and liberty ; and they most seasonably cons
‘tributed to restore the purity of my own language,

- which had been cortupted by the long ise of a
foreigh .idiom.. By ‘the judicious adv:ce of Mr.
Mallet, I was directed to the writings of Swift and :
Addison; wit and simplicity are, the;r common
attributes ; but the style of Swift is supported by
- ' manly
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- manly original vigour; that of Addison is adorned
by -the female graces- of- elegance and mildngss.-
The old reproach, ‘that no British altars had been
raised to the Muse of history, was recently dis- -
proved by. the first performances of Robertson and
Hume, the histories of Scotland and of the Stuarts.
I will assume the presumption of saying, that I
‘was not unworthy to read them: nor will I dis~
guise my different feelings in.the repeated peru~
'sals; The perfect composition, the nervous lan-
guage, the well-turned penods of . Dr. Robertson,
inflamed me to the ambitious hope' that I might
one day tread in his footsteps: the calm philo-
sophy, the careless inimitable beauties of his friend
and rival, often forced me to close the volume
with a mixed sensation of delight and despair.- .-

"'The design of my first work, the Essay on the
Study of therature, was suggested by a refine-
ment -of yanity, the. desire of justifying and
praising the object of a favourite pursuit. In
France, to -which my ideas were confined, the.
learning and language of Greece and Rome were
neglected by a philosophic age.  The guardian,.of -
those studies, the- Academy of Inscriptions, was
degraded to the lowest rank among the three royal
societies of Paris: the new appellatnon of Erudits
was contemptuously applied to the successors of
" Lipsius and Casaubon; and I was prévoked to
hear (see M. d’Alembert, Discours préliminaire 3
~TEncyclopédie) that the exercise of the memory,
their sole merit, had been superseded by the nebler
. facultiés of the imaginatiori and the Judament I
was
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was ambitious of proving by my own example, as
well‘as by my precepts, that all the faculties of
the mind may be exercised and displayed by the

. study of -ancient literature; I began to select and
adorn the various proofs and illustrations which.
had offered themselves in reading the c1ass1cs,
and the first pages or chapters of my essay were

- composed before my departure from Lausanne,
The hurry of the journey, and of the first weeks
of my English life; suspended -all thoughts. of-
serious application: -but my object was ever before’
my- eyes; and no more than ten days, from. the
first to the eleventh of July, were suffered. to
elapse after my summer establishment at Buriton;
My ‘essay was finished _in about six weeks; and
as soon as 4 fair copy had been transcribed by one -
of the Frefich prisoners at Petersfield, I looked’
round for a critic and judge of my first performance;
A writer can seldom be content with the doubtful
recompense of solitary apprdbation; but a youth
ignorant of the world; and of himself, must desire
to weigh his talents in some scales less partial than
his own: my conduct was natural, my motive
laudable, my choice of Dr. Maty judicious and
- fortunate. : By descent.and education Dr. Maty,
though born in Holland,, mlght be considered as a
: Frenchman but he was fixed in London by the
practice of physlc, and an office in- the British
Museum.  His reputation was justly founded og
the eighteen volumes of the Journal Brittannique,
which he had supported, almost alone, with pexr
severance and success. 'This humble thoughr useful
labour, -
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- labour; which had 6nce been dignified by the
genius of -Bayle and the learning of Le Clerc, |
~ was not disgraced by ‘the taste, the knowledge,
and the Judoment of ‘Maty : he exhibits a candid
and pleasing ‘view ‘of the state of literature ‘in
England ‘during ‘a period of six" yéars (January
1750’—-’-Decembér' 1755 ;) and, far different from.
his angry son, he handles the rod of criticism with-
the tenderness and ‘reluctance of -a parent. . The
author ‘of the Journal Briitannique sometimes
aspires to the character of a poet and philosopher:
his style is pure and elegant; and in his virtues,
or even in his defects, he may be raniked as one of
the last disciples of the school of Fontenelle.. His
answer to my first letter was prampt and polite:
after a careful examination he returned my manu-
script, with some” animadversion and much- ap-
plause; and when I visited London in the ensuing
winter, we discussed .the design and execution in
several free and familiar conversations. Ina short
excursion to. Buriton I reviewed my essay, ac-
cording to his fiiendly. advice; and after sup-
pressing a third, adding a third; and. altering a
" third, I consummated my first labour by, a short”
preface, which is datéd February 3d, 1759.  Yet
I still shrunk from the press with the terrors of
virgin modesty: the.manuscript was safely . de-
posited in my desk; and as my attention was
engaged by new objects, the delay might have
" been prolonged till I had fulfilled the. precept of
-.Horace, “ nonumque prematur in annum.” " Father
-Sirmond; a ‘learned. Jesmt was still ‘mare Tigid,
since
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since he, advised a young friend ‘to expect the
mature age of fifty, before he gave himself or his
writings to the: public (Olivet Histoire de I'Acas
démie Frangoise, tom. ii. p: 143.) The counsel
was singular; but it is still more singular that it
~ should have been approved by the example of the
author. ~ Sirmond was himself fifty-five years of
age when he published (in 1614) his first work;
an‘edition of Sidonius Apollinaris, with'many valus
able annotations: (see- his life, beforé the great
edition of his works .in five  volumes follo, Paris;
1696, ¢ Typographid Regid.)

. Two years elapsed in'silence: but in the spring
of 1761 1 yielded to the authority -of a parent,
and complied, like a pious son, with the wish of
my owh heart.* My private resolves -were ins,

: : fluenced

> Joumm:., March 8th 1758, ]—I bevan my Essai'sur l’Btude -
de la Littérature, and wyote the 23 first chapters (excepting the
_following anes, 11, 12, 13. 18 19, 20, 21, 2‘2) bcfore T left
Switzerland,
- July 11th; 1 again took in hand'my Essay; and in about slx'
. weeks finished it, from C. 23-~55. (éxcepting 27,28, 29, 30, 31,
32, 33. and note to C, 38.) besides a number of chapters from -
C. 55. to the end, which are now struck out.
Feb J11th, 1759. T wrote the chapters of my Essay, 27, 28,,
29, 30, 31 the note to C. 38. and the first part of the preface.
April 23d, 1761. Bemtr at length,’ by my fathers advice,
_determined to publish my" Essay, I revised it with great care,
made many alterations, struck out a considerable part, and wrote
the chapters from 57-—-78 _which T was obliged myself to copy
out fair. -~
June 10th, 1761.. Fmdmo -the prm‘tmg of my book proceeded
but slowly, I went up to town, where I found the whole was
ﬁmshed
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~ fluenced by the state of Europe. About this time

the Dbelligerent - powers had made and accepted
overtures of peace; our English plenipotentiaries
were named to assist at the Conm ess of Augsbourg,
which never-met¢ I wished to attend them asa
gentleman or a'secretary ; and my father fondly
believed that the: proof of some literary talents
might introduce me to public notice, and second
the recommendations of my friends. After a last
revisal I consulted with Mr. Mallet and Dr. Maty,
who approved the design and promoted the execu-
tion. -Mr. Mallet, after hearing me read my manu-
script, received it from my_hands, and delivered it .

into those of Becket, with whom he made an

agreement in my name; an easy agreement: I re-
quired only a certain number of copies; and,
thhout transferring my property, I devolved on
the bookseller the charoes and profits of the edi-
tion. Dr. Maty undeltook, an “my absence, to
correct the sheets: he inserted, without my know-
ledge, an elegant and Tlattering cpistle’ to the
author; whlch is composed, howevel, with so
much art, that, in case of a defeat, his favourable
report might have been ascribed to the indulgence

finished. I gave Becket orders for the presents: 20 for Lausanne;
copies for the Duke of Richmond, Marquis of Carnarvon, Lords

- Waldegrave, Litchfield, Bath, Grauville, Bute, Skelbourn, Chester-

field, Hardwicke, Lady Hervey, Sir Joseph Yorke, Sir Matthew
Feathersione, M.M. Mallet, Maty, Scott, Wray, Lord Egremont,
M. de Bussy, Mademoiselle la Duchesse d’Aguillon, and M. le

Comte de Caylus :—great part of these were only my father's or

,Mallet s acquaintance

, . . o '.of
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of a friend for the rash attempt of a young English
gentleman, The work was printed and published;
under the title of Essai sur I'Etude de la Littéra-
ture,  Londres, chez T. Becket et P. A. de Hondt,
1761, in a small volume in duodecimo : my dedica-
tion to my father, a proper and pious address, was
composed the twenty-eighth of May: Dr. Maty’s
letter is ‘dated the 16th of June; and I received
the first copy (June 23d) at Alresford, two days
before I marched with the Hampshire militia.
.Some weeks afterwards, on the same ground, I
presented .my book to the Iate Duke of York,
who breakfasted in Colonel Pitt’s tent. By my
father’s direction, and Mallet’s advice, many literary
.gifts were distributed to several eminent charac-
ters in England and France; two -books were
sent to the Count de Caylus, and the Duchesse
d Angulllon, at Paris: I had reserved twenty copies
for my friends at Lausanne, as the first fruits of
my education, and a grateful token of my remem-
brance: and on all these persons I levied’ an una-
voidable tax of civility and compliment. Itisnot
surprising that a‘work,*of which the style and
sentiments were so totally foreign, should have
been more successful abroad than at home: I-
- was delighted by the copious extracts, the warm
commendations, and the flattering predictions of
the Journals of France and Holland: and the next
'year (1762) a new edition (I believe at Geneva)
extended the fame, or at lcast the circulation, of
the work. In England it was received with cold
indifference, little read and speedily for«otten a
small
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small impression was slowly’ dlspelsed the book-
~ seller murmured, and.the author (had his feelings
been more e\quls1te) might have wept-over the
blunders' and baldness of, the English translation:
The pubhcatlon of my Histor 'y ﬁfteen years after-
-wards revived the memory of my first. pelform-
‘ance; and the Essay. was eaoc11y ~sought in the
shops. .But I refused the permission which Becket
solicited of reprinting it: the public curiosity was
lmpelfectly satisfied by a . 'pirated copy of the-
booksellers of Dublin; and when a copy of the.
original edition has been discovered in. a sale, the
primitive value of half-a-crown has risen to ‘the
fanciful price of a guinea or thirty shillings.

I have C\patlated on the petty circumstances
and perlod of my first publication, a memorable
@ra in the life of a student, when he ventures
to reveal the measure of his mind: his hopes and
fears are multiplied by the idea of self-importance,
.and he believes for a while that the eyes of man-.
kind ara fixed on his person and performance.
Whatever may be my present reputation, it no
- longer rests on the merit of this ﬁlst essay ; and
at the end of tw enty-eight years I may appreciate
my juvenile work with the impar tiality, and almost
with the indifference, of a stranger. In his an-
‘swer to Lady Iervey, the Count de Caylus
admires, or affects .to admire, “1és livres sans
nembre que Mr. Gibbon a lus ct trds bien lus.™*
*But, alas! my stock of cr udmon at that time was

: Se_e Appf;ndix,- Letter No. XIL ]
' ' scanty.
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scanty.and superficial ; and if I allow myself the
liberty of naming the Greek masters, my genuine.
and personal, acquaintance was' confined’ tothe
Latin classics. ‘The ‘most serious defect of my
Essay is a kind of obscurity and abruptness which
-always fatigues, and may often elude, th attention
of the reader. Instead of a precise and proper
definition of the title itself, the sense of the word’
Littérature is loosely and variously applied: a
number of remarks and examples, historical, criti-.
cal, philosophical, are heaped on each other.with-
out method or connection ; and if we'except some
introductory pages; all the remaining chapters:
might indifferently be reversed or transposed. ‘The
obscurity of many passages is often affected, brevis -
esse laboro, obscurus fio ; the desire of expressing
perhaps a common ided with sententious. and-
oracular brevity : alas! how fatal has been the i mu— :
tation of Montesquieu ! But' this obscurity someé-
times proceeds from a mixture of light and 'dark-
ness in the author’s mind; from a partial ray
which strikes upon an angle, instead of spreading.
itself over the surface of am object. -After this
fair- confession I shall presume to say, that the
Essay does credit to a young writer of two and.
twenty years of age, who had read with taste, who
thinks with freedom, and who writes in a foreign
language with spirit and elegance.. The defence: of i
the eaxly History. of Rome arid the new Chronc-
logy of Sir Isaac Newton form a specious argument..
The-patriotic and. political design of the Georgics -
is happily conceived; and any plobable conjecture,’
vor, I. K o thh
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which tends to raise the dignity of the poet and the
poem, deserves to be adopted, without a rigid scru-
tiny. Some dawnings of a philosophic spirit en-
lighten the general remarks on the study of history
and of man. .Iam not displeased with the inquiry
into the origin and nature of the gods of polytheism,
which Illlo’ht deserve the lllustratlon of a riper judg- -
‘ment. Upon the whole, I may apply to the first
labour of my pen the speech of a far superior artist,
when he surveyed the first productions of his pen-
eil. After viewing some portraits which he. had -
painted in his youth, my friend Sir Joshua Rey-
nolds -acknowledged to me, that he was rather
humbled than flattered by the comparison with his
present works; and that after so. much time and
study, he had conceived his improvement to be
much -greater than he found it to have been.

At Lausanne I composed the first chapters of my
Essay. in French, the familiar language of my con-
versation and studies, in Whlch it was easier for
me to write' than in .my mothertongue. After
my return to England I continued the same prac- -
tice, ‘'without any affectation, or design of re-
pudiating (as Dr. Bentley would say) my verna-
cular idiom. But I should -have escaped some
Anti-gallican: clamour, had I been -content with
the more natural character of an English author.
I should have been more cénsistent had I rejected
Mallet’s advice, of preﬁxmo' an English dedication
to a French book; a confusion of tongues. that.
seemed to accuse the ignorance of my. patrom.’

The use of a foreign. dlalect mwht be excusedi ]
by
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by the hope of being employed as a negociator, .

by the desire of being generally understood on

the continent; but my true motive was doubtless -

the ambition of new and singular fame, ah English-
man claiming a place among the writers of France.
The ' Latin tongue had been - consecrated by the

service of the church, it was refined by the imi-,

tation of the’ anclents, and in the fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries the scholars of Europe: enjoyed

the advantage, which they have gradually re--

signed, of conversing and writing in a common
and learned idiom. As that 1d10m ‘was no longer

in any country the vulgar speech, they all stood‘

on a level with each other; yet a citizen of old
Rome might have smiled at the best Latinity of
the Germans and Britons; .and we ‘may learn

from' the Ciceronianus of Erasmus, how difficult

it was found to steer a middle course between
pedantry and barbarism. The Romans themselves
had sometimes attempted a more perilous task; of
writing in a living language, and appealing to
the taste and _]udtrment of the natives.  The vanity
of Tully was doubly interested.in the Gre¢k
qmemoirs of his own consulship; and if he'modestly
supposes that some Latinisms might be detected

in his style, he is confident of his own skill in-
the art.of . Isocrates and Aristotle;, and he re- -

quests his_ fiiend Atticus to disperse the copies of

his - work at ‘Athens, and in-the other cities of -

Greece, (ad Atticum,i. 19.ii. 1.) But it must not
be forgotten, that from infancy to manhood Cicero

and hjs contemporaries had read and declaimed,
X2 - and -

;
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and composed with equal diligence in \ both ‘lan-
guages; and that he was not allowed to frequent
a Latin school till he had imbibed the lessons of
the Greek - grammarians and rhetoricians. In
modern times,  the language of France has been
diffused by the merit of her writers, ‘the social
‘manners of the natives, the influence of the mo-
narchy, and the exile of the protestants. Several
foreigners have seized the opportunity of speaking
‘to Europe in this common ‘dialect, and Germany
may plead the authority of Leibnitz and Frederic,
of the first of her philosophers, and the greatest of
" her kings. "The just pride and laudable pleJudlce
of England has restrained this communication of
idioms; and of all the nations on this side of the
_Alps, my countrymen are the least practised, and
least perfect in the exercise of the French tongue.
" By Sir William Temp]e and Lord Chesterﬁeld it
was only used on occasions of civility and business,
and- their prmted letters will not be quoted as
models of composition. . Lord - Bolingbroke' may
have published in French a sketch ‘of his Reflec-
tions on Exile: ‘but his reputation now reposes on
the address of “Voltaire, * Docte sermones utrius-
que linguz;” and by - his- English dedication to
Queen-Caroline, and his Essay on Epic Poetry, it
should seem that Voltaire himself wishied to de-.
serve a return of the same compliment. The ex-
ception of Count Hamilton cannot fairly be urged;
though an’ Irishman by birth, he was educated in
I‘lance from his childhood. Yet I am surprised
that a long residence in England, and the habits of
domestic
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domestic conversation, - did not: aﬁ'ect the ease and
purlty of his inimitable style; and I regret-the .
omission of ‘his English verses, * which mlorht have
afforded an amusing object - of compauson. I
might ‘therefore assume the primus ego-in patriam,
&ec. but with what success I have explored this un-
trodden path must be left to the decision of my
French readers. Dr. Maty, who might himself be’
questioned as 4 foreigner, has secured his retreat at
my expense. “Je ne crois pas que 'vous vous

. piquiez d’étre moins facile 4 recoinoitre pour un An-
.glois que Lucullus pour un Romain.” My fr iendsat
Paris have been more indulgent, they received me
asa countryman, or at least as a provincial; but
they avere friends and 'Parisians* The defects
which Maty insinuates, “ Ces traits’ saillans, ¢es
figures -hartlies, ce sacrifice 'de la régle au: senti-
ment, et de la cadence 3 la force,” are the faults of
the youtls, rather than-.of the stranger: and after:
the long and laborious exercise of my own language,
I.am conscious that my French style has ‘been ri-
pened and improved.

I have already hinted, that the pubhcatxon of my
Essay was delayed till I had embraced the military
profession. T shall now amuse myself with ‘the
recollectlon of an active scene, whlch bears 1o’

* The copious extracts which were givenin the Journal Etranger
by Mr. Suard, a ‘judicious critic, must satisfy both the authorand
the public. Imay here observe, that 1 have never seen in any.
literary review a tolerable account of my Hlstory The manu--

facture of Journals, it Ieasl; on the continent, is mlserably de,
based ’ ’

K8 | aﬂ‘imty
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aﬂimty to any- other perlod of- my studlous and 50+
cial life. -
" In the outset of a glorious war, the Enohsh
people had-been defended by the aid of - German
mercenaries, A mational militia has been the cry
of every- patriot since the Revolutiony and this
measure, both in palhament and in.the -field, was
‘supported by the country gentlemen or Tories, who
insensibly transferred their loyalty to the house of
Hanover: in the language of Mr. Burke, they have
changed the idol, but they have preserved the
1dolat1 y. In the act of offering our names and re-,
ceiving our commissions, as major and captain in
the IIampshne regiment, (June 12th, 1759,) we
had not supposed that we should be dragged away, -
my fathes from his farm, myself from my- books, and
condemned, during two years.and a half, (May 10,
1760—December 23, 1762,) to a wandering life'of
mllltary servitude. But a-weekly or monthly ex--
ercise. of thirty thousand plovmcmls would have
left them useless and ridiculous; and after the pre-
tence of an invasion had vanished,-the popularity
of Mr. Pitt gave a sanction to the illegal step of
~ keeping them till the end of the war unde1 arms, in
_constant pay and duty, and at a distance from their
respective homes. When the King’s order for our
embodying came down, it was too late to retreat,
and too soon to repent. The. South battalion of
the Hampshire militia was a small independent
corps of four hundred and seventy-six; officers and
‘men, commanded by Lieutenint-Colonel Sir Thomas
Worsley, who, after. a prolix and passionate con-
test,.
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test, delivered us from the tyranny of the Lord
Licutenant, the Duke of Bolton. My proper sta-
tion, as first captain, was at the head of my own,
and afterwards of the grenadier. company; but in
the absence, or even in the presence, of the two
field officers, I was entrusted by my friend and my.
father with the effective.labour of dlctatmg the or-
ders, and exeycising the battalion. With the help
of an original journal, I could wute the history of
" my bloodlcss and inglorious compalgns ' but as these
events have lost. much of their importance in my
own eyes, they shall be dispatched in a few words.
From Winchester, the first place of assembly, (June4,
1760,) we were removed, at our own request, for.
the benefit of a foreign education. By the arbi-
trary, and often capricious, orders of the War Office,
the battalion successively marched to the pleasant
and hospitable Blandford (June 17;) to Hilsea bar-
‘racks, a seat of disease-and discord (September 1;)
to Cranbrook in the Weald of Kent (December 11;)
‘to the sea-coast of Dover (December 27;) to Win-
chester camp (June 25,1761 ;) to the populous and
disorderly town Qf Devizes (October 23;). to Salis--
bury (February 28, 1762;) to our beloved Bland-
ford a second time (March 9;) ‘and ﬁnally‘, to the
fashionable resort of Southampton (June 2 ) where.
the. -colours were: fixed till .our final dissolution
(December 23.) On the beach at Dover we had
exercised in sight of the Gallic shores. But the
most splendid and useful scene of”our life was a
four months encampment on Winchester Down,
under the command of the Earl of Effinghan.
Our army consisted of the thirty-fourth regiment of
' K4 foot
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foot and six mlhtla corps The consciousness of
defects was stimulated by friendly emulation. "We
lmproved our time and oppmtumtles in morning -
-and evening field-days; and in thé general reviews
the South Hampshire were rather a credit than &
disgrace to the line. In our subsequent quarters of
the Devizes and Blandford, we advanced with a
qulck step int our ‘military studies; the ballot of the
ensuing summer renewed our vigour and )outh
and had the militia subsisted another year, we might
have contested the prize with the most perfect of our
brethren.-

‘The loss of so- many busy and 1d1e hours -was
not compensated by any elegant pleasure; and my
temper was insensibly soured by the’society of our
rustlc officers. In every state there exists, how=
ever, -a balance of good and evil. .- The habits of a
'sedentary life were . usefully broken by the duties
of an active profession :. in the healthful exercise.of
the ﬁeld I hunted with a- battallon, instead of ‘a

--pack ; and at that time I was ready, at any hour of
the day or. night, to fly from"quarters ‘to London,
.from London to  quarters, on the slightest call.of
. private or regimental business. Dut my'principal
obligation to the militia, was the making me an
-Englishman, and a soldier. After my forelgn edu-
cation, with. my reser ved temper, I should long
have. contanued a ‘stranger to. my native. countr),
had I not been shaken in this various scene.of new
faces and new friends: had not experience forced
me to feel the characters of. our leading men, the
state of parties, the forms of office, and the opera-
tion of our civil and military system.  In this
: peaceful :
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-peacef'ul service, I imbibed the rudlments of the
language; and science of tactics, which’ opened a
new field of study and observation. I diligently
read, and meditated, the Mémoires Militaires of
Quintus Icilius, (Mr. Guichardt,) the only writer
who has united the merits of a professor and a ve-
teran. - The discipline and evolutions of a modern
battalion gave me a clearér notion of the phalanx
and the legion ; and the captain of the Hampshire
grenadiérs ('thc reader may smile) has not been use-
less tp the historian of the Roman empire.
A youth of any spirit is fired-even by the play of"
arms, and in the ‘first sallies of my enthusiasm I”
had seriously attempted to embrace the regular pro-
fession of a soldier. But this mllxtaly fever was -
-cooled by the enjoyment of our mimic Bellona,
who soon unveiled to my eyes her naked deformlty
How often did I sigh for my proper station in so-
ciety and letters ! IIow often (a proud compar 1son)
did T repeat the complamt of Cicero in the com-
- mand of a provincial army! ¢ Clitelle bovi sunt
‘impositz. Est incredibile quAm me negotii tedeat.
Non habet satis magnum campum ille ‘tibi non
wnotus cursus animi; et industrizz mez prmclara-;
- opera cessat. ‘Lucem, Zibros, urbem, domum, vos
desidero. -.Sed feram, ut potero; sit modo annuum.
* Si prorogatur, actum est.”* . From's a'service with:
out-danger I might indeed have retired without
dlsvrace but as oftcn as 1 hinted a wish of resign-
mO' .my fettels were uvetted by the fnend]y en-
hd Epist. ad Atticum; ]i}). v. 15. v -
' treaties’
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treatxes of the colonel, the | parental authority of the
major, and my own regard for the honour and
welfare of the battahon. When I felt that my-
personal escape was impracticable, I bowed my
neck to the yoke: my servitude was protracted far
beyond the annual patience of Cicero; and it was
not till after the preliminaries of péace that I re-
ceived my dischar ge, from the act of government
which disembodied the militia.*
' W'hen

.’ : i L .
* JourNaL, Jaouary 11th, 1761.]—In these.seven or eight

months of a most dxsabreeably active life, I have had no studies to
_set down; indeed,. I hardly took a.book in my hand. the whole
time. The first twa months at Blandford, I might have done
something ; but the hovelty of the thing, of which for some time
T was.so fond as to:think qf going into the army; our field-days,
our dinners abroad, and the drinking and late hours we got into,
prevented any serious reflections. . From the "day we marched
from Blandford I had hardly a moment I-could call ny own,
almost continually in motion ; if I was fixed for a day, it was in
the guard-room, a barrack, or an inn.' Our disputes consumed
the little time 1- had left. Every letter, every. memorial relative
to them fell to my share; and our evening conferences were used -
to hear all the morning hours strike. = At last I got to Dover, and
Sir Thomas left us for two months.. The charm was over, I wag-
sick of so hatefala service; I was setiled in a comparatively quiet
situation. Once more I began to taste the pleasure of thinking.
"Recollecting some thouuhts I had formerly had in relation to
the System of Paganism,’ whxch I mtended to make use of in my:
Essay, T resolved to read Tully de Naturd Deorum, and ﬁmshed
it in about a month. I lost some time beforel could recover my
habit of apphcanon. ‘ '

Oct. 23d.]—Oui first deswn was to march throuvh Marlbo- ‘
“rough; but finding on inquiry that it was a bad road, and s great

way about, we resolved” to push for the Devizes in. one day,
. though
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When I complain of the loss of tlme, Jjustice to.
myself and to the militia must throw the greatest
part

though nearly thirty miles, We accordingly arﬁveﬂ there abgut
three o'clock in the afternoon,

" Nov. 2d.]<1 have very little to siy for this and the following,
month,’ Nothing could be more uniform than the life I led there.
The little civility of the neighbouring gentlemen gave us no op-
portunity of dining out; the time of year-did not tempt us to any,
egcursions round the country; and at first my indolence, and af-
terwards a violent cold, prevented my going over tp Bath. I be-
lieve in the two months I never dined or lay from quarters. "Ican
therefore only sct down ‘what I did in the literary way. Desxgn- ‘
ing to recover my Greek, which I had somewhat neglected, I set
myself to read Homer, and ﬁmshed the four first books of the
Iliad, with Pope’s translation and notes, at the same time, to unv
derstand the geography of the Hiad, and- parncularly the cata-
logue, 1 read the 8th, 9th, 10th, 12th, 13th, and 14th bopks of
Strabo, in CaSaubon’s Latin translaﬁon ‘I likéwise read Hume's
" History of England to the Reign of Henry the Seventh, just pub-
lished, ingenious but siperficial ; and the Journals des Sgavans for -
August, September, and October 1761 , With the Bibliothque des
Sciences, &c. from J uly to October both these Journals speak
very handsomely of my book. .

December 25th, 1761 ]—-When, upon ﬁmshmg the year, T take
a review of what I have done, Iam not dissatisfied with what I~
did in it, upon making proper allowances. On the one hand, T
could begin nothing before the middle of J anuary. The Deal duty
lost me part of February ; although I'wasat home part of March,
and all April, yet ekctloneenng is no friend to the Muses, May,
indced, though dlsslpated by our sea parues, was pretty quiet;
but June was absolutely lost, upon the march; at Alton, and’
settling ourselvesin camp, . The four succeedmg months in camp. ‘
allowed me [ittle leisure, and less qmet November and De-
cember were indeed as much my own as any time can be whilst 1

remain m the militia ;> but still it is, at best, not a life for a man
of .
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.part of, that reproach o the first seven® or éiolit‘_
months, while I was obliged to:learn'as well as to
: ‘teach.

of letters. However, in this tumultuous year, (besules smaller'
things which I have set down,) I read four -books of Homer mn:
Greek, six of Strabo in Latm, Cicero 'de Naturd Deorum, and
the { great phllosophlcal and theo]oglcal work of M, de Beausobre:

I wrote in the same time a long’ ulssertatwn on the successlon of’
‘Naples ; ‘reviewed, 'fitted for the press, and aucmeuted above a.
fourth, my Essai sur IEtude de la Littérature, :

In the six weeks Ipassed at Beriton, as I never stirred- from it,
"every ddy was like the former. I had neither visits, huuting, nor
walking. My “only resources were myself, my books, and famlly
‘ .conversa.tlons.——But to me these were great resources.

Aprlll 24th, 1762 J-I waited upon Colonet - Harvey in- the
morning, to get him to apply for me to be bngade-maJon to Lord’
" Effingham, as a post I should be very fand of, and for which I am-
not unfit. Haney received me with great good-nature and can-
dour, told me he was both willing and able to serve'me; that in-:
deed he had already applied to Lord Effingham for Leake, one of
_ his own officers;- and though there would be more than one bu—
gade-major, he did not think he could properly recommend two;.
but that if I could get some other person to break the ice; he.
would second it, and believed he" should succeed ; should that
fail, as Leake was in bad circumstances, he believed he could
mal\e a compromise with him (this was my desiré)- to let me do
the duty without pay. I went from im to the Mallets, who pro--

.mised to get Sir-Charles Howard to speak to Lord Effingham. .

August22.]—I went with Ballard to the French church; where |
heard a most indifferent sermon preached by M. ###%#%, A very
bad style, .a worse pronunciation ahd action, and a very great va- -
cuity of ideas, composed this excellent performance. - Upon the'
whole,. whlch is preferable, the philosophic method. of the English, -
ot the rhetoric of the French preachers? The first (though less

~ glorious} is certainly safer for the preacher, - It is difficult for &
man to make himself ridiculons; who proposes only to deliver
plain
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teach. - The dissipation of Blandford, and the dis-
putes of Portsmouth, consumed the hours which
“were

‘plain sense on a subject he has thoroughly studied: But 'the in-
stant he discovers the least pretensnons towards the sublime, -or
the pathetic, theré is no medium; we must either admire or
Taugh; and there are so many various talents requisite to form the
churacter of an orater, that it is more than probable we shall
laugh. As to the advantage of the hearer, which ought to be the
great consideration, the dilemma is much greater.- Excepting in

. some particular cases, where we are blinded by popular prejudices,.

we are in general soweﬂ acquainted with our duty; thatit is almost
superfluous to convince us of it. It is the heart, and not the head,

that holds out: and -it is certainly possible, by 2 moving elo-
quence, to rouse the.sleeping séntiments of that heart, and incite

1

it to acts of virtue. Unlucklly it is not so much acts, as habits of

. virtue, we should have in view ; and the preacher who is incul-
cating, with the eloquence‘ of a Bourdaloue, the necessity of a
virtuous life, will dismiss his assembly full of emotions, ‘which'a
"variety of other objects, thé coldness of our northern constitu-
tions, and no immediate opportunity of exerfing thexr good reso~

. lutions, will dlssnpate ina few Inoments.

August 241h.J—The same reason that carned 50 many peoplc
ta the assembly to-mght, was what kept me away, I'mean the
" dancing, .

- 28th.}—To-day Slr’l‘bomas caime tous fo dmner The Spa has
‘done him a great deal of good, for he looks another man. Pleased

to see,him, - we kept bumperizing till ‘after roll-calling; Sir

;"Thoma.s assuring us, every fresh’ bottle, bow mﬁmtely soberer he
Was grown.

" 29thJ—1 felt the usual consequences of Sir Thomas’s company,

and lost a morning, because I had lost the day’ before. However, -

having finished Voltaire, I returned to Le Clgre (I mean for the
amusement of my leisure hours;) and laid aside for somé time his
delwllléque Uiiiverselle, to ook into the Bibliothéque Chome,whlch
is by far 'he better work,

September
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were not employed in the field ; and amid the per-
petual hurry of an mn, a barrack, or a-guard-room,

all
‘September 23d.]—Colonel, Wilkes, of the Buckinghamshire
militis, dined with us, and renewed the acquaintance Sir Thomas
and myself had begun with him at Reading. 1 scarcely ever met

‘'with a better companion; he has inexhaustible spmts, infinite wit

and humour, and a great deal of knowledge; ‘but a thorough proe
fligate in principle as in practice, his life stained with every vice,

‘and his conversation full of blasphemy and indecency. 'These

morals he glories in—for shame is a weakness he has long since’

surmounted. He told us himself, thatin this time of public dis-

sension he was resolved to make his fortune.” Upon this noble |
principle he has ¢onnected himself closely with Lord Temple and

Mr. Pitt, commenced a public adversary to.Lerd Bute, whom he

abuses weekly in the North Briton, and other political papers in

which he is concerned. This proved a very debauched day: we

drank a good deal both after dinner and supper ; and when at last

Wilkes had retired, Sir Thomas and some others (of whom I was '
not one) broke into his room, and made him drink a botﬁe of

claret in bed : :

Octobe; 5tb.v]—Tlie review, which lasted about three hours,
concluded, as usual, with marching by Lord Effingham;* by grand
divisions, Upon the wlhole, considering the camp had done both

" the Winchester and the Gosport duties all the summer, they be- )
-haved very well, and made a fine appearance, As they marched

by, I had my usual curiosity to.count their files. The following
is my field return: I think it a curiosiry, I am sure it is more
exact than is commonly made to a reviewing genera.l.

No. of Files. No.ofMen. - Estabhshment.

‘n . Grenadiers, 19 L
Berkshire, Battalion, '72} 91 - ‘273 - 560

. - §Grenadiers, 15 '
. Eser, { Gariioer 80}.95 — 985, — 480

. Grenadiers, 20 S y
§.Glister, {1 Bastalion, ' 84}1°‘* — 312 — 600
' ‘ N. Gléster,
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all literary ideas were bamshed from my . mind.
After this lono fast, the longest whlch I have ever
knpwn,

No. of Files,  No. of Mea. Establishment.'

. § Grenadicrs, 13 y ) P

~N.(_;ldster, 1 Battalion, 52} 65 —.195 ’360

Lancashire, § Grevadiers, 200,00 - 304 __ g00
? ] Battalion, 88§ " -

RS Grenadiers, 24 ™ '

"dlahtrc,. Battalion, ’ 120 144 v — 432 — 800

Total, 607 lsé_l 3600

e

N. B. The Gosport detachment from the Lancashire consisted
of two hundred and fifty men. The Buckinghamshire took ‘the
Winchester duty that day. .

" So' that this camp in England, supposed complete, thh only

- one detachment, had under arms, on the day of the grand review,
little more than half their establishment. This amazmg deficiency
(though exemplified in every regiment I have seen) is'an extra-
-ordinary military phenomenon: what must it be upen forelgn ser-’
vice? I doubt whether a nomjnel army of an hundred thousp.nd
men often brings fifty into the field.

.Upon our return to Southampton in the evemng, we found Sir
- Thomas Worsley. - . -

October 21st. ]—-One of thase lmpulses, which it is nexther very
easy nor very necessary to withstand, drew. me from Longinus to
a very different subject, the Greek Calendar. Last night, when
in bed, I was thinking of a dissertation of M. de la Nauze upon the
Roman Cale_ndar, whlch I read last year. This led me to con-
sider what was the Greek, and finding myself very ignorant of it,
‘I determined to read a short,. but very excellent abstract of Mr.
Dodwell’s book de Cyclis, by the famous Dr, Halley. - Itis only
twenty-ﬁve pages; but as I meditated it thoroughly, and verxﬁed
all the calculatlons, it wasa ver_y good morning’s work.

October 28th J~L looked over a new Greek Le‘ucon whlcb 1
had
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" knawn,. I once’ more tasted at Dover the pleasurcs
cof readmcv and thmkmd and the. hungry appetite
. o . . with

had just réceived from London. It is that of Robert Constantine,
Lugdun, 1637. Itisa very large volume in folio, in two parts,
compnsmv in the whole 1785 pages. After the great Thesaurus,

 this is esteemed the best Greek Lexicon. It seems to be so, Of
a variety of words for which I looked, I always found an. exact
definition ; the various seiises well - dlstmouxshed «and properly
supported by the best authorities. Ilowever, I still prefer the
radxcal method of Scapula to this alphabetlcal one

* December 11th J—1 have already given an ides of thé Gosport
duty; I shall only add a trait which’ characteuzes admirably our
_urithinking sailors. At a time when they knew that they should
infallibly be discharged in a few weeks, numbers, who had con-" .
siderable wages due to them, were continually jumping ovér the
walls, and risquing the losmg of 1t for a few hours amusement at
Portsmouth

J7th J—We found “old Captain Meard at Alresford, with the’
second division of the fourteenth., Heand all his _oﬂicers supped
with' us,: ﬁnd made the_évening rather & drunken one.

18th .]—About the same hour our two corps paraded to march
oﬁ'. ) They, an old corps of reﬂulars, who had been two years
-quiet in. Déver castle. We, part of a young body of ‘militia, two-
thirds of our.men recruits, of four months standing; two of which
they had passed upon very dlsagreeable duty. Every advantaoe
‘was on their side, and yet our superiority, both as to appearapce. -
~"and discipline, was so striking, that the most prejudiced regular
could not have hesitated & moment. At the end of the town our
"two companies separated : my fdlhersstmck off for Petersfield, -
whilst I continued my route to Alton; into which place 1 marched.
my company about noon ; two years six monthy and fifteen days-
after my. ﬁxstleavmu it. . I gave the mensome beer at roll-calling,
which they received with great cheerfulness and decency. I

dmed and lay at Hamson Sy whele I was recexved with that old-
fashioned .
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with which I opened a volume of Tully’s philose-
phical works is still present to my memory. The
' S . . last

fushioned breeding, which is at once so honourable and so trous
blesome,

23d.]—Our two conipanies were disembodied ; ‘mine at Alton;
and my father’s at Beriton. Smith marched them over from Pe-
tersfield: they fired three vollies, lodged the major’s colours, de-
livered up their arms, received their money, ‘partook of a dinneg" -
at thé major’s expense, and then separated with great cheerfuls
ness and regularity. Thus ended the mrlma, I may say ended,.
since our annual assemblies in May are so very precarious, and
. can be of so little use. However, our serjeants and drums are
still kept up, aud quartered at the rendezvous of the company,
and the ad_)utant femains at Southampton in full pay..

As this was an extraordmary scene of hfe, in whxch I was en=
gaved above three years and a half froni_ the daté of n my commis-
sion, and above two years and a half from the time of our embo-
dying, I caunot take my leave of it without some few reflections,
When I engaged init, I was totally ignorant of its-nature and
consequences. I offered, because my father did, without ever
imagining that we should be called out, ll it was too late to re-

treat with honour, Indeed, 1 believe it happens throughout that,
our most 1mportant actions have been often determined by chance,
caprice, or some very inadequate motive. After our embod_ymg,
many things contributed to make me support it with great im~
patience, Our contmual disputes with the Duke of Bolton; our
unsettled way of life, which bardly allowed me books or leistire
for study; and more than all, the dxsa,,reeable soc:etym which I
was forced to live, '

After mentioning my suﬂ'ermgs, T'must say somethmg of what
I found agreeable. Now it is over, I can make the separation
much better than I could at the time. 1. The unsettled way of
life itself had ifs advantages. The ¢ gxercnse ‘and change of airand

“of objects  amused ‘me, at the 'same time that jt fomﬁed my
health, 2. A new field of knowledge nnd amusement opened
" YOL. 1, b ) itsqlf
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last review of my Essay before its publication, had
plompted me to investigate the nature of the godsy
my inquiries led me to. the Histoire Critique du
Manichéisme of Beausobre, who discusses many
deep questions of Pagan and Christian theology ;
and from this rich treasury of facts and opinions, I
deduced my own. consequences, beyond the holy
circle of the author.”. After this recovery I hever re-
lapsed into indolence; and my example might prove,
that in the life most aveise to study, some hours may
be stolen, some minutes may be snatched. - Amidst

itself tome; that of n'uhtary aﬂ'axrs, which, both' in my studies
and travels, will give me eyes for a new world of thmgs, which
before would have passed unheeded. Indeed, in that respect, I
can hardly help wishing our battalion-had continued another
year. We had got a fine set of new men, all our difficulties were
. over; we were perfectly well clothed and appointed ; and; from
the progress our recruits had already made, we could promlse
ourselves that wé should be. one of the best militia corps by
next summer: a circumstance that would have been the more
.agreeable to me, as I am now established the real acting major of
the battalion. .But what I value most, s the knowledge it has
given me of mankind in gerleral, and of my.own’ country in par-
ticular. "The general system of our govemment, the methods of
our several offices, the departments and powers of their respective
ofﬁcers, our provincial and mumcnpal admlmstratlon, ‘the views
of our several parties, the characters, connections, and influence
of our principal people, have been impressed on my mind, not by
vain theory; but by the indelible lessons of action and expe~
rience. I have made a numher of valuable acquaintance, and
am_myself much better known, than (thh my reserved character) _
I should bave been in ten years, passing regularly my summers
at Beriton, and my winters in London. " So that the sum of all
.is, that I am glad the mxlma. bas been, and glad that it ls no
more: . . .

 the
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the tumult of Winchestercamp I sometimes thought
and read in my tent; in the more settled quarters of
the DeVizes, Blandford, and Southampton, Ialways
. secured a separate lodging, and the necessafy books ;
and in the summer of 1762, while the new militia
“was raising, I enjoyed st Beriton two -or three
months of literary repose.* In forming a new plan
of study, I hesitated between the mathematics and’
the Greek language; both of which T had neg-
lected since my return from Lausanne. I con-
sulted a learned and frxendly mathematician, Mr.
George Scott, a pupil of de Moivre; and his map of
a country which I have never explored, may perhaps
be more serviceable to others.T As soon as Ihad

® Journar, May 8th, 1762.]—This was any birth-day, on -
which I entered into the t\irenty-si xth year of my age, This gave
me occasion te look a little into myself, and consider xmpartlally
my good and bad qualities. It appeared to me, upon this inquiry,
that my character was_ virtuous, mcapnble of a base action, and
forméd for generous. ones; but that it was proud vioJent, and djs-
agreesble in society, These qualities I must endeayour to culti-
vate, extxrpate, or restram, accordmg to their different tendency
Wit I bave none. My lmagmatmn is rather strong then pleasing.
My memory both capacious and retentive. 'The shining qualities
of my understanding are extensiveness and penetratlon but I
-want both quickness and exactness, As to my situation in life,
though I may sometimes repine at it, it perhaps is the best.adapted
to wy character. ‘I can command all the conveniencies of life,
and I can command too that independence, (that first earthly bless-
ing,) which is hardly to be met with in a higher or lower fortune,
When I 1alk of my situation, 1 must exclude that temporary one,
of being in the_militia. Though I go through it  with spirit and
apphcanon, itis both unfit for, and unworthy of me, .
+ See Appendixg Letter, No. XIV. from Mr. Scott to Mr.
, Glbbon. R
L 2 given
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given the preference to Greek, the example of Sca— :
liger and my own reason determined nle on the
choice of Homer, the; father of poetry, and the
Bible. of .the ancients: b