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·A·DV~RTISEMENT 

to THa 

SECOND EDITION. 

T~E great satisfaction evinced on the 'pub1ica~: 
tion of the former Edition of Mr. Gibbon's' Mis~' 
cellaneous Works, and the strong wish repeatedly 
expressed that I should give to the public several 
of the pieces in my possessioIi, mentioned in the 
Advertisement to that Edition, have much les
sened my appreheilsio~ of indulgi~gioo far rPy 
partiality for the compositions of my friend, and 
have induced me to includ~ in a new Edition 
Buch Articles as seenied likely to reBect cred~t 011 
his memory.. . ..•.. , 

It will be remembered that the ~femoirs were 
composed and formed from six di1fer~nt Sketches. 
and from Notes and Memoranda on. loose P.hCO~
nected I!apers and Cards, all in Mr. Gibboh;s 
.handwriting. . This new' Edition of his post
h'umons Works has furnished.lIle with the .op':' 
portunity of interweaving . ~everal additional 

a 2 Extractll 



IV ADVERTISEMENT TO 

Extracts fro~ the same sources ~ illustrating and 
enlarging the Memoirs, where they were most 
scanty; . by Notes principally selected from his 
Journaf: .,' . 

To the Letters printed i~ the former Edition, 
a considerable number, both from himself and 
maoy other djstjngujshe~ per~ons~ are introduct:d 
in the present publication. 

Availing myse1f still further of the occasion o~ 
a. new Edition, I have ~ndeavoured to class the 
s~veral Essay$~nd Compositions by a conve
nient arrangement of them; according to their 
~evera.i . subjects, under the following heads: -

1. Historical arid Critical. 
2.' Classical and Critical. 
3. Miscellaneous . 

. Among. the new matter containj!d under the 
first Division will 4e found, 

1. l\femoires sUr la Monarcil.ie des Medes.-· 
This, it is' presumed. will J;le 'esteemed, by the: 
reader~'best able to appreciate it~ a·Dissertation 
of great eruditjon and discernment .... - . 
, . 2 •. Les prinCipales Epoques de I'Histoire de la 
Grece' et p-e rEgypte~ dans laNouvelle Chrono· 
logie du Chevalier Newton";. c~tiiparees~ avec les 
~hronologies ordiBaires . 

. 3. RemarquesCritiques sur Ie Nouveau.Sys..-. 
t~m~ de Chronologie du Chevalier Newton. .' 

. , '. .' '.' 4. Extraitlt 



THE SECOND ~D1TION. 

" 4 •. Extraits Critiques de Tr~s M~moires .·de 
l\f. l'Abbe. de la ;Bleterie sur la Sl1cce~sion de 
l'Empire Romain et d'uD. .sur Ie ~eno.m: d~Au~ 
ruste• 

6.' Remarques filur Ie Nombre des,Habitamf 
dans la Cite des Sybarites~ 

6. Gouvernement Feodal,. s~rtout .en l'rante~ 
. -An able Dissertation on the Rise and. Esta

blisbmeiI.t of the Feudal Laws. 
'. ,7. Noces du Due de Bourgogne avec JaPrin., 
cesseMarguerite, . Sreurd'Edouard IV,-l'hc:: 
reader will. find this a ver, pleasing and ,c1,lrious 
account of the Ceremonies and Pageantry :wit~ 
which that royal, marriage was ~el~l?rated.,. 

8. Intr~duction.a J'Histp!t:e Generale«l.e ll}. Re
publique des Suisses.-Frpm·the Authpr's Jour-:-. 
nal and Memoirs it. appears .. that, he b~stowed' 
much time and attention on'this:Article •. 
" 9. Remarques touchant iel!i: pontes Histori-: 

. ques sur la Vie et Ie Regne du Ro\ Richard IIi .. 
par M. Horace Walpole.-'-This Article. is men
tioned by Mr. Gibbon in ',his Journal and Me .... 
moirs as written by him. fqr . a periodical.\Vork 
edited by his friend M. 'Deyverdun, ,entitled, 
" Memo~res, Litteraires de la. Grande .Bretagile, 
pour ,ran 1768." , 
, 1 O. T~e l\~aterjal~. for an. additional Section, on 
the Antiqu~ties .o( the Hous~: of Brl1nswick.~ 
These 'being found in an 'imperfect 'state llmong; 

. Po 3 Mr. 



Mr. Gibbon's Papers," have been coimeCted, arid, 
where the manuscript ceases, have ,b~en conti.,l 
nued to the Accession of George the First to the 
British Throne, from M~. Butler's very able pub ... 
lication, entitled "A ,Succinct History' of the 
Geographical and polit.icalRevoludonsof the' 
Empire of Charlemagne from 814 t6 1806." 

Under the second Division will be found-
I. An interestiilg .," Essay on the Character'of 

Brutus," in Mr. Gibbon's best manner; 
2. A Classical Geography of Ancient Italy, en~ , 

titled NomiQa ·Gentesque Antiquoo' Itali~.-A· 
work composed by Mr. Gibbon preparatory to his 
tour ill that part of Europe: this work is often 
lIientioned in his 'Memoirs and Journat 'The 
'manuscript was found in a disordered state~' bur 
it is ,correctly printed. from' Mr. Gibbon's manu ... 
script, and the inaccuracies are notic~d in· an 
Errata at the end of the volume. . 

The following articles are also, add~d, under 
the same Division, viz •. 
. i 3. Remarques sur les. Ouvrages et sur Ie Ca:', 
ract~re de Salluste .. 

4. '~--------'-- . - de Jules Cesal'.. 
5~ --'---. -' - de Cornelius'Nepos~, 

. 61! ' . ' , de Tite Live. . 
7. Remarques Critiques sui'Utl. Passage de': 

Plaute. ' 
8. Re-



T~E ~ECONn .EDITION. 

·6. Remarques sur quelques·Passages.de·Vir-: 
,ue .. 

In the third, or Miscelianeous,. DivislOn, !lfO 

,::outained, . 
I. Remarques sur' Jes M.emoires. Posthumes 

de M. de CMse!lux ;~n Jewisht ,Assyria.n, Per': . 
~ian, 8t.c. Chronology. 

2. R~IPAJ"ques sur qu~Jques Prodiges. 
j 3:. nemarques sur If;!s Dignites _ Sa~erdota]e, 
de Jules Cesar. . 

4~ frincipe~' des Ppids, des Mounoies, .et de~. 
Mesures des .. Anciens, . avec des l'ables s:on .. 
~truites sur ces P.cincipes • 
. .ii. Dis13ertatlon,sur Jesf\nciennesMesures, &c~' 
d d Bas' ~mpire jllsqu'a Ja. Prise de Constanti. 
nopJe P(J.f les Turc~;. Ja1!ranc~ et les ~Pays Bas; 
J'Allemagu~, Ja S~isse,etJes, Pays duNord;, 
J'ltalie et I'Espagne; rOrient,les Indes, . et • l'.t\frique, also, Remarques sur " Au Inquiry 
into .tpe Sta~,of Ancient .Measures, :theAttic, 
the Roman, and particularly Jewish, by Dr. 
1I00per, ;6ishop of Bath and'Vells/'-Thesedi(
ficult subjects. are admirably discussed by Mr, 
Gibbon at aq ear~y age~ It is to be regretted that 
lle did not compl~te .them ashe seems to hav~ 
jnt~p~ed; ,theYflre,. however, too valuable tQb~ 
fviFb~e~d ,fr!JID .. ~he pu~ljc. . . .' 

6. On ~~~Po~iti<?n of the Meridiollal Line: an4' 
- ~ ~.' an 



·ADVERTISEMENT TO < 

an lnquiry'into: the' supposed Circumnavigation 
<;If Africa by the Ancients:-This curious Disser~ 
tation has the advantage of having been read by 
a: gentlelijan. well known to the leamed,wotld~ 
Dr. Vincent, 'Deaq of Westmillster, ,who has' most' 

,liberally' favoured'.llle with Notes and 'lllustra
tions, iVhic~ have greatly enhanced .the vaiue of 
thearticJe. It is highly satisfactory to' observe 
'the coillcidence'ofopiniop relative to the'circum
navigation of Africa in two of our most learned 
writers; both ,so ably deduCing the' same con
clilsions ,from the sa'me premises,' and so' eiactly, 
tha~ it mikhtbe supposed ()ne:had borrowed from 
the oth~r, which, however, was Impossib]~. This 
artIcle was written' by Mr. Gibbo,n at Lausanne, 
between the years i 789 ~nd the :begiIining' of tht! 
year 1793; and after his death w~s sent~ to me 
from, Switzerland in ,loose sheets,rriixedwith 
. many other papers. They have'never since been 
out of my possession' until they very lately 
!Went to the 'press, and were n:ever''Seen,except 
by Mr. Frederick North, Lord Glenbervie, and 
Mr. Butler; and not by them till some years after 
Dr. Yin cent had publiShed (viz. in 1800) his 
Periph1s of the Erythrean Sea; and it was the 
last )Veek in October, 1814, that I first cominu- , 
nicated, at the suggestion of. a friend, ;Mr. "Gib
bon's manuscript to Dr .. Vincent/with whom I 
had "not the' honQur ,of' being acquainted.-' '; ; 

The 



'The Miscellaneous Division concludes ~iih arj 
. " 

Index Expurgatorius, and very copious·Selee.;. 
tions from tbe Author's "Exttaits RaisonnMd~ , .. 
mes Lectures:" "Recueil de mes Observations et 
Pi~ces detacbees," and from his Journal, COJIl": 

mon-place . Boob, M emoranda~ &c.;' SoIp.~ of 
which, however unimportant' they may appeartd' 
the fastidious critic, are 'iritroduced with. a'vieW' ' 
of exciting in ),oungstudents the same diligenc¢ 
and appJication by wbi¢h Mr, Gibbon acquired 
the knowledge and learning that have 'raJse~ hi,OJ 
so high in the e$tim~tioIl'of men Of letters~ 

To the Address, the last· articleiri"thefjrs~ 
Edition of Mr. Gibbon's Miscellaneous Works, 
and the last he wrote, recommending that:' ouf 
Latin Memorials of' the 'middle 'A,ges,th~ ·Scrip..: 
tores' JterumAnglical'urn; may be published 
in a 'style worthy of the country. an explanatory 
Supplement by Mr; Pinkerton {whom·Mr. Gib-' 
bon mentions' as the fit person' for suehawo~k}. 
is ,added.' This Supplement" undoub!edJ;r.wiIJ 
be very gratifying to ,all those who ~sh to knoW" 
Mr: C!ibbon's plan respe~~ip~ t~a~ 4esir~ble ·uq. .. · 
derfuklog.. . . -. ,.' : 

Most" 'ot the '~bof~ )articles,' althQugh' distin.i 
guished by great erudition and di~cerD1nen't, mus'; 
be 'consi~ered' as j~~enii~ performanceli~' as. ap~' 
pears from the dates of. some~. and from the ~lal;ld': 
-,vritiD~ of others •. which handwritin~, contrary 

~ 9 ~() 



x: ' APVERTISEMENT TQ 
• .. < • ~; " '. 

~o what usually l}appens; improved considerably 
as h~ increased in-years~s~ _~uch,·.so,: '~~~t'~~ ~ 
:not difficult,,- by means ,of that' crHerion~. totind 
th~ dates ' .. of hi~se~~ral . works~ . -H~do~$not 
seem, to have prepared th~mJo~ publi~atiou'; and 
it i~very·p.ossihle.ih~t ~~~~~~l ofth~m w~re D,e~~f 

, t .' . _ .'.' ~. . ~ I.' • . • t. • '. 4.'" .. 

readby him a second tim~. _ __ _ ' 
, .l.n the'Ta,bl~ .of 'Contellfs, ihave~ark~dthe 
date~ of th~ severai A~ticles .which· have ~o ~date in, 
the'Vork itself i a~d the reader" rec~llecting th~t 
l\rr.; Gib~on ~asbo~ in' May, 1737,fWilldeci,de 
what ir:'dul~en~e :~er.ar~ e~titled, to ?l~.j~venile 
composition!'i., The Articles in thesevolllmes ,wer~ 
written,' .s·ome: of ih'e~·.befo~e· Mr.·Gibb~II' had 
attai~~d' his 19th, -ma~y of. ti;~' b~f~r~h~ . had 
'attai~ed his -21st, and the rest b~iore he, 'had 
'~tt~ined hi~ ~7thye~r,excepting 'the' ~Iemoir$ 
and, g~eat part :of. the - Letters ;------:-the. l\1emoire 
;rusti~catif-th~ Vindicatio~ .of some ras~ages-i~ 
the 15th and 16th Chapters of 'the His~()ry--

1, • , . •. . . " 

Critical Observations on' the Sixth" Book 'of the 
• • ., '. • # _.1 • • "_ \. ~, • .-. • 

lEneid--Dissertation ,on L'HomD?e .. ~u.Masque 
~e .Fer"":"thef:ssaY o~the' Ch,a:r~ctet:of Brutus ...... 
on the Position of the Meridional ·:J..in~ and ,s~p~ 
posed. Circumqavigation,of Afric~ ~y. the A~d
ents-and,the Antiquities ofthe aOl)~e ()fBr.llns-. 
wick.. Among the' earl.i~si· may' be f.o~~d some 
of the most le~r~ed disquisitiolls.:. " .. '-: . . 
'. 1 do QQt know that Mr:'Gibbo~ ~v~r wrote~' 

. . . line 
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Jine of verse, at least he never mentioned to me 
tbat be had done so; yet he by no mf!aml neg
.Jected the Poets, but would read them aloud even 
in his chaise when travelling, particularly Homer~ 

An Engraving'froma portrait of Mr. G~bbon, 
pain ted .hy Mr. Warton forty years ago, viz. 1174,. 
before he became very corpulent, is prefixed to 
this Edition. It is by far the best likeness of 
him that exists. 

• SHEFFIELD-PLACE, 
26th Nov. 1U6. 

SHEFFIELD • 

N. B. Many .of the French Articles having 
been before printed with an English Transla-. 
tion, it was deemed unnecessary to publish both, 
and the English Translation of several of them 
has heen preferred. . 

CON-



ADVERTISEMENT' 

TO THIO 

FIq,STED!TIOl(. 

THE melancholy dnty or-examining. the Paper~ 
of my deceased Friend devolved upon me ~t 
~ time when I was depressed by sever~,afilic~ 

" • I' • 0 

bons. 
. In that ,state ,of mind, 1. hesitated to under~ 
take the iask ,'of se.Iecting and pr~paring . hIs 
Manuscripts for the press. ''l'he~armth of.my 
early and long attachinen(to Mr. Gibl:l.o~, made 
me conscious of· a partiality, ,which it was not 

. prc>per to indulge, especially in revi~ing ma~y 
of hisjuveniJe and unfinished 'Compositions:. ,I 
bad to'guard, not oDly against a &entiment. like 
my o"!n, which I found extensively diffus~d~ but 

. ,also against ·the eagerness occasioned. by a ve,ry 
general curiosity to see in' print every' literary 
relic, however imperfect, .ot so·· distinguished. a 
writer. . ; ,- ' . 

VOL. I. Being 



_ xiy , ADV~RTISEl\J;ENr 1'0 

,.l3eing ,aware hQw.disgracefw,ly Authors or 
· E~in~Jlcehavebeen o~ten treated, by an 'indis-
· creet posthumous i publication of fragments, and 
careless 'effusi~ns; w~en I had ,select,ed tho~e. 
:.raper~ :wh~ch to Dlyself appeared .the . .uttest for 
,.the public ,eye.: lcons~ltedso~e of our common 
friends, whom lknewto .be equally anxious with 
myself for· Mr. Gibbon's fame, and fullycompe-
tent •. trom. their jUdgment, ,to, protE;ct it~ -
J.fp.dE;~.sucha sanctio~. it is, t~at, no .,longer 

suspecting myself to view,through. too favourable 
.... a medium the:compositi~ns of, my FriE;>nd, I ~ow 

'Venture to. pu~lish t~~:. \~n~ ~t may here be 
proper to 'giV(~ ,some inform~tion to' the . Reader 
respecting the. COntents of these Volumes. ~ 

The most· important' par~cons~st~ .¥o( l\:femoir.s 
ofMr~ Gibbon's, Life and Writings, a work which 
he seems to have projectet;l with peculiar solici- _ 
tude and attention,and. of' which he left Six 
diffei'ents~~tches, all in. his own' ha,n~-:writing: 
One of these sketches, the most. diffusealld cir-· 
, .. . . . . 

. . cumstantial, so far . as it. proceeds, .en4s at the 
~ime when he q'uitte4()xford. 'Anot)ler at the 
year 1764, when'he travelled to Italy; A,. third~ 

· at his {ather'sdeath~ in ) 770. .A fourth, . which 
'. h~' co'~tinued. to March, 179]','appears iIi the 

fO~lD. of AImals,. mu<;:l}. . Jess· de~ailed tb,an the 
, others. The two reD;laining sk~tches are still 
more imperfect. But it 'is difficult·to·discover 

. the 
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the brder in which these several Pief!es 'were-' 
written. Fro~ all of them the {ollowing- Me.. 
moirs 'have been carefully; s~lected, ,arid puf to-
gether: . ' 

, My hesitation iIi'givi~gtheseMemoirs to the 
world,'arose, 'principally; from the circumstance 
of Mr. Gibbon's seeming, in some respect~ not 
to have" bet:t1 'quite' 'satis~ed' with .. tliem. !;lS' he 
had 80 frequently 'varied 'theirlorm:' yet. not~ 
withstanding this diffldence. the 'compositions, 
tbough unfinished~ 'ate so excelleiit; that I think 
myself jostified in permitting my Friend to "ap"" 
pear'as ~is ~\vn biographer, 'rather than to' have 
that office' ~t1dertaken by ahy ~ther person 'less 
qualified forit. . , , 

-This opinion has reIidered me 'anxious to pub .. ' 
lish the present Memoirs, withoutanyuniieces .. 
sary delay; 'lor I ani persuaded, . that the Aiithor 
of them cannot be 'made to"appea1-i~: a':iruet 

'light than' he dges in the following 'pages" In 
ihem, a~d in his different Letters. , which' I' heave .
addet\ will be found a complete piCture of his 
talents, . his, disposition, his' studies,and his' at ... 
tainments~"!''''; ':' ,- > ' 

'Those slight variations'of;chara:cte~, "'Which 
D.l1tura11y arose 'iti the,pro~ess of his Life. will 
. be unfolded in a senes 'Of 'Letters, '\;'ele'cted I from 
a ,Corresponde~ce "betWeen 'him 'a.'nd ~'lDyse1f, 

'b:2 which 



xvi ADVERTISE1IENT TO 

which ;continue~, full . thirty 'years,· and' ended 
with his death. . . .' i . 

. . Ifis . to be Jamented~ that" all the sketches of 
.the Memoirs, except that composed in' the. form 
of Annals, cease about twenty years before Mr. 
Gibbon's.death; and consequently,; that we have. 
the le.ast detailed account of the mostinteresting 
patt of::' his Life. His CorreSpond~nce· during 
thafperiod ,will,; in great measUJ'e,iiu~ply the 
deficiency. Itwjll, be. separated'from'!"the Me
moirs and; placed in an; Appendix, that .those 
who are not disposed to be; pleased ;with the 

. repetitions; familiarities; and. trivial circumstan
ces of epistolary writing, may .not, be- embar,
rassed by it. By many, the Letters' wilt be 
found ':a v.err ·interesting· pa.rt 0(. the.;' present 
Publication. They.'will prove, how ,pleasant, 
friendly, and amiable Mr; Gibbon was in private' . 
life; and, if, in publishing Letters so flllttedng to 
myself, I incur the imputation ofyanity. Ish~U . 
meet the charge with a frank 'confession, : thatJ 
am indeed illghly ;vain.of having ,enjoyed, ~Ol so 
many' years, the· esteem, the confidence,. and 
the ·affection of a man,. whose socia} qualities
endeared him to the. most accomplished society, 
and whose talents: great as they were, must Qe 
acknowledged"to have been fully eql.\alIed by the 
iincerity of his friendship. , . 
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Whatever censure may be pointed against the 
Editor, the Public will seta duervalueon·the 

.Letters for, their intrinsic merit.' .I must; io.de~dji_ 
be blinded, either by vanity or affection, if they 
do' not display- ~he heart and milld·!of,th'e~ 
Author" in such. a. manner as/justly- to illCJ'ea~e 
thenumber·of his admirers. 
. ,I have not been solicitous, to garble- or expunge 
passages which, to,' sQme~ may' ,appear "t~ifling. 
-B,uch passages will 'often; in the opIDi9n,,~r:the 
• observing- Reader, ", mark the_ ,cbaract~~ of the, 
'Writer, and the omission,'of them:would. hlatei
riaIly take from the ease and fa,milia.ri,ty of :au;. 
then tic letters. 
; 'Few men, I believe, have ever, saruny-til)
veiled their own' charac;!ter, bY.R minute narrative. 
'of their tolentiments and'pursuits;as M:r.:.:Gibboil 
'will here be found to have dene; Dot with; study 
'and labou.....rnot with an affeCted (rankness~but 
'with iI. genuinecoDfession of his· little foibles: alld, 
.' pec1,liiarities,and a good-hu'meured, and natural 
'display of his own conduct andopin.ions.; .; "j 

Mr: Gibbon began a Journal, a· ,work d.istinct 
from the sketches: aJrea~y .mell-tioned,.-:in the 

'early part of his Life, with the following. declara
tion: 

, " I propose fro~, this- day" August24th,,1761, 
·t<)' keep an exact Jou:rnal, of, my ",ctions- aqd 

b 3. studies, 



ADVER.TISEMENT '1'1> 

~tqdies, .both to asltisi JDY; memory" andJo~ ~ccus
tOIll me. td ,t:et a, que l'~~~ on :my grqe. J shl,l.U· 
'begin bY'setting d.o'YP-. some jf{w. evepts ~fJDypast 
life,; th~ dates.9f~hj.ch I.can.,rem~Ylber.~ ;Ir· .. 

: Thi&;. indJl..Strious:. proj~t he. purs~e4 occa
sionally in~rench,;with the; minuten~ss, :fid~lity, 
and liberality of a min.d,.resolved .to watchove~ 
and improve itselt:4 • ••• ,;:' • 

'fhe Jou:rn.al iscoJ1tinu,e4. :qn~eJ; different titles, 
and ." is. $ometimes,;yery! c;:onc~e, ·.~1l4 .somet!!l1es 
singularJr- detaijed;,. One -part.,of it is entitled. 
'.' My Journal,"- another. '.' Epbelllerides, or ;Jo~r· 
l1al Qf~J ,Actions,; Studies, and Opiniqns."The 
other_ parts are entitled, " Ephemeride~,' ,ou 
Journal de rna Vie, de mes Etudes, et d.E;/mes 
;Sentim~ps." . In; !hi~. Jo~:rn.al, \~~ong .t4e .!tlOst . 
tririal cjrcumst!IDce~. ar~ mixed very, i,ntere~ting 
obserf~tions an.d. i disseI;tations'-i 91}., a . Satire . o( 
Juvenal, a Pas~ag~ of ff~!ll~r.~.:Pf otJ.Qngin~s, 

.. Or: 'of any other author whose wor~~ I th,e ,.~ap
pened. to;),ejld.h1the; ,<:p1,lr~~,pf the, day ; .. and he 
often passe$ fr.om a,lte.ma~~sm. the rpo~.~ c~qlmon 
evep,t,,' tQ .. ~.~ J!ritical,: P~qlli~jti.qn1 of:cqp~iderable 
learning, o~ I ~n,. Inquiry, J~tp ~q:r;n~ .a~struse point 
(){)~h.ilo~ophy, .. ; d ," i~ -~ 4>;' . ) 11' ,H • <:.,,: " . 

',:U c~rtaip;ty )Vas not lU~ intentiop.btha~J;h~ . 
privaJ~~di:l:l:tQtIeYI ;Qi~fy.$pul~ ~,p.lJ~~.nted to 
the P'Jlbli<;.; n.of q~VttJ. AhougQtAlS~~'(.a~ liberty 

to 



THE FIRST EDITlO)f. 

to present it, in· tbeshape. iI:H~hich ·he .Iefi, it.;. 
But when reduced to aij!'account of'itfg litera1'!J' 
oCCflpations."it, (orms $o"~ingutM"and sc; iiiteo 
resting a 'portraitoC ;'an indefatigable: Studefllj 
that I persuade myself it will be' regarded as a 
valuable acqnisition by the Literary World, • and· 
as an accession otfaIire to 'the memory t>r my 
Friend. With the Extracts from; Mr;Gibbon's 
Journal will 'be printed, his Dissertations en;.
titled " Extniits' Raisonn~s 'de' mes 'Lectures '!' 
and' .. Recueil' de" mes' Obset:"ationS; et Pi~ces 
detacMes surdilferens Suj~ts.~ . A few other pas. 
sages from' other parts· of the-Journals, intr~ 
duced in Notes,. will make a curious ,addition to 
the Memoirs .. 
. i-His first ",Publication, "Es!!ai sur I'Etude -d~ 
la Litterature," 1Vitb corrections and 'additions 
from an interleaved copy which my Friend 'gave 
to me several years ago, is reprinted'as part!of· 
these volumes. . 

"Three more of hi.<I '~maller Publications 'are 
also reprinted. 1" HiS masterly Criticism oli the 
. Sixth Bo~k of Virgil, in ,nswer to Bishop War.
burton.' ! 2~' His own Vindication of tbe Fifteenth 
and Sixteenth Chapters of his History, in answer 
to Mr~ Davis ~nd others. 'And 3. His "RepoD~e 
a l'Expbse de fa Cout tie'France," ~anoccasioDal 
,composition, which obtained tbe highest applause. 
in foreign Courts, -aDd of which he spoke t~ me 

b 4 with 
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witl~ SODle pleasure, :~bserv~rig that it hadb~en 
transJated even jnto the ~Turkish language.~.; ',',.' 
, Of ~thesevarious,' writings the Author has 
spoken, himsel~ . in de~cribing his '.own ,Life. I 
have yet ,to .no.tice some articles: not mentioned 
in his Memoirs, and which cWlll be found in this 
P,ublication. 1., A . jllveilile sketch. entitled,:' 
"Ol,ltlines'of the History of the 'Vodd."':2'. A 
Disser~~tion, which he had shewn to Ii. few friends,. 
on, that curious subject "L'Homme au Magqu~ 

. de.Fer." 3. A more considerable work;·" The 
Antiquities.of . the House of Brun~wlck;"' an 
~istoricaJ discourse; compose<l,about; t,h~.y~ar 
1790. In this Work he. intended to' appropriate 
separate books: 1. To the Italian descent; ~2. To 
the Germanic r~ign ; and, 3. To the British$uc-· 
c~ssion Qf th~ House, of Bmn.swick. . The Mao: 
nuscript closes in completing the Italian. branch, 

, • of his subject. ' 
Among the mos.! splendid passages _of that 

unfinished work may. be enumerated, the cha
lacters. of Leibnitzand lbratori:.A sketch of 
,Albert-Azo the Second,:a prince who retained 

. his facu1t~esandreputation beyond the' age of 

•. ~ At Pete~burgh an!1 Vienna it was c~rrently observed by the 
. '" ' '.. . I. ,... 

Corps Diplomatique, that the .Engli,sh Ministry had published a 
. Memorial written not only with great and more than usual ability,

,'but also in French; so correct,' tbat they must have emnloved a 

frenchnum •• 
one 
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one hundred years: An 'account cbf Padua '\ttld 
its universityio and remarkii 90 (Jtbe- epic'-glory-ot 
Ferrara. - ," ' , " ' . 

. ' The last Paper, "of· ibese rv olu:mes .has -th~ 
mournful aUraction ,bf being')'a 'sketch' inter;' 
rupted by death, and affords an honourable 'proof 
that my Friend's, ardour for the promotion of 
bis'torica} . knowledge attended him .to _ the last. 
It is entitled merely.'" An Address:"aod ex~ 
presst'!5 a wish thai ,our LatiB'memorials olthe 
middle ages, the lee Scriptores Rerum Anglica.:. 
rum," may be published iIi England, iDa maone,r 
worthy of the subject, and of the country. He 
mentions l\fr. John - Pinkerton as a person well 
qualified for the ,conduct of such a, natioIial un'" 
dertakiug. 

In the collection of writings which l'am DOW 

sending to the press, there is no article that ~ill 
so much engage the public attention as the Me-, 
moirs. '1 will therefore'close ,all I mean tosay 
as their Editor, bY'assuring the' 'Reader, that, 
although I have in some; meaSure ~ewJy arranged 
those interesting Papers;tby forming one regular 
narrative from ~he Six different' sketches, ' I have 
neverthe]~ss adhered with scrupulous fidelity to 
the very' word$ of. "their Author; aod t use the 

'h'l . 'li 

letter S. to' mark euch Notes as it seemed to me 
necee~ry ~o add. ( 

It remains only ~o expres$ a wish, that in dis
charging 
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charging this lated office of atfection,my regard 
t~ thememol'Y of my Friend may. appear, as • 
trust it will do, 'proportioned to the, high sati!!l
fa«?tionwhich I enj~yed for m~y years in pos
sessing his. entire 'confidence, and very partial 
~ttachment. 

" SnEFFIELD·PLACE, 

6th Aug, 179i, . 

SHEFFIELD. 
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MEMOIRS ..I.ND LETTERS .. 

TBB AUTHOR'S bJTRODuCTION 

Account and Anecdotes oC his Family 
South Sea Scheme, and the Bill ofPairis and Penalties 

.agaiust. the Directors; 'among whom 'was the- Author's 
Grandfather . 

Character oC Mr. William Law ,;. 
Mr. Gibbon's birtb.j he is put under the care of Mr. Kirkby; 

some Account of Mr.' Kirkby . 
The Author is sent to Dr. Wooddeson's School;whence he is 

. removed on the death' of his Mother-affectionate Ob-

fage 
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servations on his Aunt, Mrs. Catharine Porten, 3~ 
Is entered at Westminster 'School; . is removed on account 
• of ~ll health, and afterwards placed under the care oC the 

Rev. Mr. Francis - -.. - 36 
Enters a Gentleman Commoner at Magdalen' College, Ox

ford-Remarks on that lTniversity-some Account oC 
Magdalen College""'Chara~ter ·oC Dr. Wal~egrave, Mr~ 
Gibbon's first Tntor . 40' 

The Author determines to write an History; its Subjeci
Solution of a Chronological Pifficulty-Mr. Gibboij" is 
converted to the RGman Catholic Religion; citas the· 
Examples of ChiUingworth and Bayle; their Characters ' 
-l\Ir~ Gibbon 'obliged to' leave Oxford-farther Re'" 
marks on the University , 56 

'l'he 
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The Author is removed t~ Lausanne, and 'placed under'th~ " 

~are . of ,M. PavillianL Reflexions on his change, of 
Situation. Chara~ter'o(M •. PavilIiard, 'and an Account 
of his ,lI!anne~ of r~stori~g' Mr.'Gibb(;n to the Protestal~t' 
Church. i\lr. Gibbon received the Sacrament in the 
Chu'rch of Lausanne on,Christmas-day. 17540- ' 73 

The Autlior's Account of the Books, he read,' and, of the 
, Co~rse of Study he pursued '-' " -' 87 
Mr. Gibbon makes the 'Touro( Switzerland; forms a: Cor~ 

i'e~pondence with several Literary Cha~ders; is intro
duced to Voltaire, and, sees him p~rform several Charac-
ters ill his ow'n PJ.ays":"':Remarks on hiS' Acting 97 

Some Account of Mademoiselle Curchod, (afterwards Ma-
dame Necker)-.,--Reflexions oahis- Education at Lau

, sanne:""'he returns to England-his manner of spend-
, jng his time- '- .,: ." - ' , 105 

}tlr. Gibbon publishes hls lirst Work. Essaisurl'Et;;d~'de la 
Litterature-Some Observations on' tlie Plan., and the 
Character of the'Performance-Cliaracter of Dr. Maiy , 126 

Tbe Author's manner ',of passing his tim,ein the Hampsbire 
, Militia, and Reflexions upou it I ':.,' :.: 1340 

, 11r. Gibbo~ resumes bisStudies; det~rrriines to'w;ite upon 
'some Histo~icai Subject;. considerS'variou~ Subjects, and 
makes Jlemarks Ilpon tbem for: tbat. purpose-;-sees Mal- ' 
le~'s Elvira performed~Cbarllcter ~r'thatplay - ',' '; 144-

The}uth~r passes some time at Paris" gives ~n Ac~o~nt of 
the Persons with whom -he chiefly _ associated; proceeds 
thro'ugh. DiJ;>n an~ 'Besailfon; to Lau~anne':"':'~ha:racterises 
a Society there, called La Societe du Prilltems-becomes 
I\cqu~inted with '!\ir. Holroyd, now Lord Sheffield:-Re-
marks on thei~ Meeting - .~. :.. " :.' ..153 

- Some Account of Mr. Gibbon's Studies at Lausanne, prepa.-
• ~ , . ' 'e· ~ . _' 

ratory to his Italian Journey-he travels into Italy; hIS 

Feelings and~ Observations upon his Aroval' at Rome:-,:
he' ret~rns to Englllnd-:-his ReBexioll'S upon his Situation, 
.-some .Account of his Friend M.' Deyverdun"-:he writes, -_ 
and corilinunlcates -t~.~is Friends, an lIisturical Essay'up-
o~ die Liberty of 'the'S~~ss:"'their unfavoui'able Judg-' 
ment-Mr. Hume;s Opinion- , 176 

Mr. 
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1\1r. Gib~on and J\{., DeyverQunengage ill, Ii PeriQdical' 

Work, intended as a Continuation of Dr. Maty's J07lrntd 
Brittannique; entitled, Memoiies Littera.ires, de la Grande 
Brdagne-4ccount of the Work.-Mr:'Gibbon publishes 
hi. ,Observations on the Vlth lEneid lie Virgil, in opposi
lion. to, Bishop Warburton:s Hypothesis-,Mr. HeYl)e', 
ana Mr. Hayley's Opinions of that tssay.~Mr. GibboJl 

, determines to,write the History of the Decline and Fall:-
hi. preparatory Studie$-Reftexipns' ,on his domesiict Gir-
cumstances; his Fatber's l)eath arid Chara,qte,r ,- ; - ~07 

1'Ilr. Gibbon settles in London-~begins his History oC: the 
Decline and Fall-becomes a. Member of ~he House of 
'Commons-Characters of t~ principal Spe8.kers-pQJ). 
lishes his First Valume; its reception.-Mr., Hume's Opi,.
nion, in a, Letter to the Authol:.-Makes -a Second Visit 
to Parilrhis dispute, with, the Abbe Mably-::-he,ennme
rate! arid characterises the Writers who wrote against his 
15th and 16th Chapters, ' " 2J7 

Mr. Gibbon, by the desire oC MinistrY. ~ritesthe Memmre 
Justificatif-by the,Interest of Lord Lough borough is ap

_poi'ntedone of the Lords of Trad~pub1ishes his S~cond, 
8Ild Third Valumes ,of his JIistory; their' receptioll~ 
mentions _ Archdeacon 'Tra~is'B _ Attack UP9n hilI\" and 
commends Mr. ;Porson's_ Answer to the Archdeacon:"':' 
notices also Bisho,p NeYlton~s Censure ""234-

The Author proceeds in his History;,Jeaves ~ndon, and 
1Iettles at Lausanne,,in the I1ou~e, o£ .his ,Fi'ien~ M. Dey., 
,'erdun ;' 'his Reasons" for, doing , s_.aeft~xions, .on .,:jlis 
change of Situatiori-sho~t Characte~ of Prin<;e Henry 
of P~ssia. and of Mr. Fox,both .ofwbolJl,~esees at Lau~ 
lanne":-"proceeds in,. ,and finisbes his IIistor)'~interesting 
Remarks on~ondudingit :'". -' _ ,7 ' " 2.41 

Mr. Gibbon pays Ii V;sit to Lor~ Sbeffield In. Ellglalld,-;--. 
RefDarkll ,po Lord ~heffieJd's:Writings;. pl!blish~s.'the 
remainder .. of his HistorY. ~eturns to,4usanne; his 
mannerooOf employ~ng his tiNe.~T,he peath.of ~. pey. 
verdun.-ObservatlQns of tbe, Author upon the French , 
Reyolution, the Government of Be~e",a\ld ~s, oi-n, , 
Situation ....... The l\Iellloil1l entt, " , 256 

,Narrativ. 
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Narrative by LOrd Sheffield connecting the, Memoirs with ' 
Mr. Gibbon's l.etters, forming a'Continuation of his Life 277 

LEITERS. 

An Account of his Journey to and Arrival·at Lausanne.-
The State of M. Deyverdun's He8.1th-re~eives a Visit 
from ·Mr. Fox, and from Mr. Douglas-their Conversation 279 

Mirabeau's Work Sur la MOIiarchie Prussienne-M. Dey
verdun'S" Death-Reftexions 00 that Event-Mr. Gib
~on hesitates whether he should purchase the Perpetuity 
of 1\1. Deyverdun's Estate:...,..(}isposes of his own at Len-
borough-privat~ Circumstances discussed 287 

Refte?tions on the French Rovolution-the'principal Cha-' 
racters. of that Nation then at Lausanne-on his own' 
Health , • .:' '.' '. 304 

Contrast of the' Political Temper of Lord NOrlh'and M. 
'Necker-favourable Charactet Qf Mr. Bu-rke's Work on 
the French Revolntion--:-Mr.· Gibbon proposes a Deela-· 
ration to 'be Signed b, the most considerable Men o( all 
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presen't the City of Bristol-alludes pleasantly wa,n in-: 
tention of marrying-his own Health and Situation at ~ 
Lausanne :: Sll 

Exhortation to Lord Sheffield and Family to visit Lausanne 
-arranges their Route:-Mr. Gibbon's abhorrence of Re
'volutionary Principles-Rupture between Fox and·Burke . 

. -Oil the State of Affairs in Paris ....... - . , 321 
Narrative continued by Lord Sheffield--Account of Lord 

Sheffield's Visit-reception at Lnusanne--highly respect-
able Situation of Mr~ Gibbon there '. N.;· 327, 

Correspondence 'continued-l\H. Gibbon's Letter 'to""the-· ' 
. Honourable Miss Holroyd-Complim~ntary Remarks on 

the Style of her I.ctters--Distiirban~es in Switzerland 
and Pays de Vaud-apprehension of Rosset and La Motte 
-committed to the Castle of Chillon..;...Letter to Lord 
Sheffield on the Alteration of his' House-State of Society" 
at Lausanne . '" . ' ... . .. ! . 333 

Mr. Gibbon visits M. Necker-the Company he there meets 
··M. de Germany-Madame- de Stael-her 'Situation 

-Prog;ress 
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