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ADVERTISEMENT
10 THE

SECOND EDITION.

Tue great satisfaction evinced 6n the publica:
tion of the former Edition of Mr. Gibbon’s' Mis+
cellaneous Works, and the'strong wish repeatedly
expressed that I should glve to the public several
of the pieces in my possession, mentioned in the
Advertisement to that Edition, have mich les-
sened my apprehensmn of mdulgmg too far my
partiality for the compositions of my friend, and
have induced me to include in a new Edition
such Articles as seemed 11ke1y to reﬂect crednt on
his memory.
It will be remémbered that the Memmrs were
- composed and formed from six different Sketches,
and from Notes and Memoranda on_loose uncon-
nected Papers and Cards, all in Mr. Gibbon’s
‘handwriting. 'This new. "Edition of his post-
humous Works has furnished. me with the op-
portunity of interweaving 'several additional
. a2 Extracts
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Extracts from the sawne sources ; illustrating and
enlarging the Memoirs, where they were most
- scanty; by Notes pnnc1pally selected from his
Journal. .

To the Letters prmted in the former Edition,
a considerable number, both from himself and
mapy other distingunished persons, are introduced
in the present publication. -

Availing myself still further of the occasion of
‘a new Edition, I haveendeavoured to class the
several Essays and Compositions by a conve-
nient arrangement of them, according to thelr
several subJects, under the following heads:

1. Historical and Critical.
2.’ Classical and Critical.
3. Miscellaneous.

Amcmg .the ‘new. matter containéd under the
first Division will be found,

1. Mémoires sur la Monarchie des Mades.— "
This, ’it is ‘presumed, will be ‘esteemed, by the -
readers best able to appreciate it, a- -Dissertation
of great erudition and discernment. - ‘

. 2. Les prmc1pales Epoques de I'Histoire dela
Grice et de 'Egypte, dans la Nouve]le Chrono-
logie du Chevalier Newton, comparees avec les’
Chronologies ordinaires.
3. Remarques Crmques sur le Nouveau Sys- .
téme de Chronologle du Chevaher Newton o
4. Extraity
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4. Extraits Critiques de Trois' Mémoires -de
M. Abbé de la Bleterie sur la Succession de
I'Empire Romain et d’un $ur le prénom d’Au-«
guste. .
5. Remarques sur le Nombre des Habltansr
dans la Cité des Sybarites. ‘ o
6. Gouvernement Féodal,.surtout en Francea
. ~—An able Dissertation on the Rise and L’sta.—
blishment of the Feudal Laws.
- 7. Noces du Duc de Bourgogne évec la Prin-
cesse -Marguerite, . Sceur d’Edouard IV.—Thg
reader will find this a very pleasingand curious
account of the Ceremonies and Pageantry with.
which that royal marriage was celebrated. .

8. Introduction A I'Histoire Générale de la Ré-
publique des Suisses.—From the Author’s Jour-.
nal and Memoirs it, appears that he bestowed -
much time and attention on"this Article. . -

-. 9. Remarques touchant les. Doutes Histori--
. ques sur la Vie et le Régne du Roj Richard IIJ.
par M. Horace Walpole.~—This Article .is men-
tioned by Mr. Gibbon in’his Journal and Me-.
moirs as written by him, for a periodical Work
edited by his friend M. Deyverdun, .entitled.
“ Mémoires, Littéraires de la. Grande ,Bretaghe.\
pour | l’an 1768.” ..
the Anthugtxes of_ the Hou_se,of Brunswmk_--‘
These being found in an imperfect- state among. -

' a3 v Mr.
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Mr. Gibbon’s Papers, have been connected aitd;
where ‘the manuscript ceases, have beer conti:
nued to the Accession of Georwe the First to the
British ‘Throne, from Mr. Butler’s very able pub-~
lication, entitled “ A -Succinct Hxstory of the
Geographical and Political Revolutions ‘of the
Empire of Charlemagne from 814 to 1806.” -

Under the second Division will be found—

1. An interesting -« Essay on the Character of
Brutus,” in Mr. Gibbon’s best manner. :

2. A Classical Geography of Ancient Italy, en~ -
titled Nomina -Gentesque -Antiqua’ Italie.—A-
work composed by Mr. Gibbon preparatory to his
tour in -that part of Europe: this work is often
- mientioned in his ‘Memoirs and Journal. - The
‘manuscript was found in a disordered state§ but’
it is correctly pi'inted from Mr. Gibbon’s manu~
script, and 'the inaccuracies are noticed in-an
Errata at the end of the volume. - S

The following artlcles are also; added undex‘
the same Dmswn, viz. ¢ ' -

3. Remarques sur les. Ouvrages et sur Ie Ca.{
ractere de Salluste.

4. s — de Jules César '
5. : ———i~—a de Cornelius’ Néposﬂ
By . . de Tite Live. - -

7. Remarques Crmques swr un. Passage de’

Plaute .
8. Re~
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. 8. Remarques sur quelques Passages.de- Vir-
gile, -

" In the third, or Miscellaneous,. Division, are A
contamed ) :

1. Remarques sur’les Mémoxres Posthumes
de M. de Chéseaux;—on Jewish, Assyman,‘ Per- -
sian, &c. Chronology.

2. Remarques sur quelques Prodiges.

i 3.. Remarques sur les Dignités. Sacerdotales
de Jules César. .

4. Principes des Pgids, des Monnoies, et des
Mesures des Anciens, . avec des Tables. con-.‘
struites sur ces Principes, - -

5. Dissertation sur les Anc1ennes Mesures, &c;'
‘du Bas Empire _]usqu’é. la Prise de Constanti-
nople par les Turcs; ]a France et les: Pays Bas;
I'Allemague, la Suisse, et les Pays du -:Nord;'
Jltalie et I'Espagne;. I'Orient, -les Indes, - et -
VAfrique; also, Remarques sur “ An' Inquiry
into the State of Ancient Measures, the Attic,
the Roman, and particularly Jewish, by Dr
Hoaper, Bishop of Bath and Wells,”—These dif-
ficult subjects are adlmrably discussed by Mr,
Glbbon atan early age. Itis to be regretted that
he dld not complete them as he seems to have
mtended they are,. however, too valuable to be
pvithheld from the public. -. , .

6. On the Posmon of the Mendlonal Lme- and

X ~ an



viii ADVERTISEMENT T0 -

an Inquiry into” the- supposed Circumnavigation
“of Africa by the Ancients:—This curious Dissers
tation has the advantage of having been read by
a” gentleman: well known to the learned. world;
Dr. Vincent, 'Deaq‘ of Westminster, ,who'hasf most
- liberally - favoured .me_with Notes and ‘1llustra-
tions, which have greatly. enhanced the value of
the article. It is highly satisfactory to- observe
the coincidence of opinion relative to the circuin-
navigation of Africa in fwo of our most learned
writers ; both so ably deducing the same con-
clasions from the same premlses and so exactly,
that it might be supposed one had borrowed from
‘the other, which, however, was 1mp0531ble This
article was written by Mr. Gibbon at Lausanne,
between the years 1789 and the begmnmg of the
year 1793; and after his death was sent’to me
from- Switzerland in-loose sheets, mixed ‘with
-many other papegs.- They have never since been
out of my possession’ until they very lately
went to the press, and were never+§een, -except
by Mr. Frederick North, Lord Glenbervie; and
Mr. Butler; and not by them till some years after
Dr. Vincent had published (viz. in 1800) his
Periplﬁs of the Erythréan Seéa; and it was the
last week in October, 1814, that I first commu- -
nicated, at the siggestion of a friend, ‘Mr. Gib-
bon’s manuscript to Dr. Vincent, 'with whom I

had ot the honour of being acquainted.
The
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'I'he Mlscellaneous Division concludes w1th ani
Index Expurgatorius, and very COplOl]S Selec-
tions from the Author’s “ Extraits Raisonnés dé
mes Lectures,” “ Recueil de mes Observations et
Pidces détachées,” and from his Journal, Com-
mon-place ‘Books, Memoranda, &c.; some of
which, however unimportant they may appear t¢
the fastidious critic, are introduced with a view -
of exciting in young students the same diligence
and apphcation by which Mr, Gibbon acquired
the knowledge and learning that have Tajsed hiny
50 high in the estimation of men of letters,

To the Address, the last article in ‘the - first
Edition of Mr. Gibbon’s Miscellaneous Works,
and the last he wrote, recommending that: our
Latin Memorials of ‘the'middle’ Ages, the Scrip-
tores' Rerum ‘Anglicarum; may be -published
in a'style worthy of the country, an explanatory
Supplement by Mr, Pmkerton (whom Mr. Gib=
bon mientions as the fit person for such a ‘work)-.
is-added. This Supplement undoubtédly “wil)
be very gratlfymg to all those who wish to know
Mr. Gibbon’s Plan respectmg that desu'abIe uq—
dertaklng
~ Most" of the aboye articles, although distin-
guished by great erudition and discernment, must",
be considered as Jjuvenile performances, as aps
pears from the dates of some, and from the hand-
writing of - others, which handwntmg, contrary

ao - to.
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to what usually happens,l improved cousiderably
as he mcreased in years; so much so, thatitis-

not dlﬁicult by means, of that crlterlonQ to. ﬁnd

the dates of his several Works. -He does not

seem, to have prepared them for pubhcatlon and

it lS very possﬂ)le that several of them were never
read by him a second time, .

- . In the Ta,ble of Contents, I have marked the
dates of the several Artlcles which have no datein
the ‘Work itself and the reader, recollectmg that,
Mr Gibbon was bom in May, 1737, mvill decide
what mdulgence they are entitled, to as _]uvenlle
compositions.- The Artlcles in these volumes were
wntten, some of them before Mr. Glbbon had
attamed his 19th, many of them before he had

'attamed his 21st, and the rest before he. had

‘attamed his 27th year, excepting the Memmrs
and. great part of . the. Letters j—the Mémoire
J ustxﬁcatlf—the delcatmn of some Passages.in
the 15th and 16th Chapters of the History—
Critical Observatlons on the Slxth :Book of the
Eneld—Dlssertatlon on L’Homme -au,.Masque
de F er—the Essay on the Character of Brutus-—
on the Posmon of the Mendlonal ‘Liné and sup~
posed Circumnavigation of Afrlca by the Anci-
ents—and the Antiquities of the House of Bruns-
wick, . Among the earhest ~may .be found some
of the most learned dlsqulsmons, S

I do Qot know that Mr. Glbbon ever \yrote a'
- line’
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line of verse, at least he never mentioned to me
that he had doue so; yet he by no means neg-
lected the Poets, but would read them aloud even
in his chaise when travelling, pa.rtlcu]arly Homer.

‘An Engraving from @ portrait of Mr. Gibbon,
painted by Mr. Warton forty years ago, viz. 1774,
before he became very corpulent, is prefixed to
this Edition. It is by far the best likeness of
him that exists.

SHEFFIELD.

* SmerriELD-PLACE,
26th Nov. 1814,

N B. Many .of the French Articles having
been before printed with an English Transla,-
tion, it was deemed unnecessary to publish both,
and the English Translation of several of them
has been preferred.

CON-
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FIRST EDITION.

Tux melancholy duty of* examiningthe Papers
of my deceased Friend devolved upon me at
a tlme when I was depressed by severe, aﬂhc-
txons ,
In that state of mmd | § hesxtated to under-
take the task -of selecting. and preparing ‘his -
Manuscripts for the press. The warmth of my
early and long attachment to Mr. Gibbon-made
me conscious of a partiality, -which it was not
.proper to indulge, especially i in revising many
of his juvenile and unfinished «compositions, .I
bad to guard, not only against a sentiment. like
my own, which I found extensively dlﬂ'used but
- also against the eagerness occasmned by a very
'general curiosity to see in print every hterary
relic, however 1mperfect of so- dxstmgulshed a
writer. : :
VOL. 1. b . Being -
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Bemg aware. how . dlsgracefully Authors of
Emmence ,have,been often treated,. by an indis-
- creet posthumous; publication of fragments-and
careless "effusions; when I had selected those .
| Papers: which to myself appeared the Sittest for
the public eye, I consulted some of our common
friends, whom [ knew to be equally anxious with
myself for Mr, Glbbons fame, and fully compe-
tent, from their Judvment, to protect it;
Undey such 2 sanction., it is, that, no ,longer
suspecting myself to view through too favourable
.2 medium the compositions, of my Friend, I now
'venture to pubhsh them: and it may here be
proper to glve some mformatlon to the Reader
respecting the Contents of these Volumes
- 'The most important part consists of Memoirs
of Mr, Glbbon s Life and Wrxtmvs a work which
~ he seems to have prOJected with pecuhar solici- _
- tude and attention, and of which he left Six
 different sketches, all in. his own’ hand-wrltmv
~ One of these sketches, the most, diffuse and cir--
- cumstantial, so far as it proceeds, Aends at the
time when he qultted Oxford Another at the
. year 1764, when'he travelled to Italy: A.third,
- at his father’s death, in 1770. A fourth, which
'he continued to March, 1791, appears in the
form. of Annals, much less- detailed than the
‘others. The two remaining sketches are still
_wmore imperfect. But it 'is dlﬂicult to discover
the
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the order in which these several Pietes ‘were
written. From all of them the followmg Me-
moirs have been carefully’ selected and puf. to-
gether.’ ‘

" My hesitation iu giving’ these Memou's to the
world -arose, ‘principally, from the circumstance
of Mr. Gibbon’s seeming, in  some respect, tiot
to have been quite ‘satisfied withathem, as’ he
had so frequently ‘varied “their form: yet, not-
withstanding ‘this diffidence, the ‘compositions,
though unfinished, ‘are so exéellent, that I think
myself jostified in permitting my Friénd to -ap+
pear-as his own biographer, ‘rather than- to have
that office’ undertaken by ahy other person less
qualified for it. ° : A

‘This opinion has rendered me’ ‘anxidus to pul:u-j
lish the present Memoirs, without & any unneces-
sary delay ; for I am persdeded "that the Anthor
of them cannot be made to: ‘dppear in’ a:truer
‘light than' he does in the following: page§ In
them, and in his different Letters, which I have ;
addedy will be found a conipleté pictare of his
talents," his- dlsposmon, his - studxes, and hls at
tamments, o e

“Those slight variations of* characte!i ‘whlch"
naturally arose in’ the progress of his Life, will
"be unfolded in 4 series of Letters," ‘selected from .
a Correspondence between ‘him 'and ° myself

“ b2 which
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- which: coutmued full thlrty years, -and’ ended
‘ wuth his death. .- SN 1
.« It'is to be lamented that all the sketches of
.the Memoirs, except that composed in' the form
of Annals, cease about twenty years before Mr.
Gibbon’s death ; and consequently, -that we have .
the. least detailed account of the most interesting
part of:his Life.. His Correspondence “during
. that period .will, in great measuye, supply the
- deficiency. It will be separated from the Me-
moirs and’ placed in an. Appendix, that those
who are not. disposed to be pléased with the
“repetitions; familiarities, and trivial circumstan-
ces of epistolary writing, may ot be embar-
rassed by it. By many, the Letters will be
found =2 very interesting -part of  the:-present
Publication. - They -will prove, how -pleasant,
friendly, and amiable Mr: Gibbon was in private '
‘life; and if, in publishing Letters so flattering to
myself, I incur the imputation of vanity, I shall
‘meét the charge with a frank ‘confession,: that.I
am indeed hwhly vain. of having enjoyed, for so
many years, the esteem, the confidence, ‘and
the ‘affection of a man, whose social qualities
endeared bim t6 the most accomplished society,
and whose talents, great as they were, must he
acknowledged to have been fully equalled by the
smcerxty of his friendship.

What-
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- Whatever censure may be pointed against the
Editor, the Public will set ‘a duer value on<the
Letters for their intrinsic merit. I must; indeed;.
be blinded, either by vanity or affection, if they
-do” not display the heart.and mind.lof ‘their
Aathor, in such. a manner as: justly to increase
the number-of his admirers. 1 .

-I have not been solicitous ta garble or expunge
. passages which, to' some; may Appear -trifling.
‘Such passages will ‘often, in- the opinion,of.the
.observing' Reader,  inark the .character. of the.
“Writer, and the omission-of them:would. inate-
rially take from the ease’ and famxhanty of au-
“thentic letters, - o :
"Féw men, I beheve, have ever so’ fuI]y AU

velled their own' character, by a minute narrative .

‘of their sentiments and- pursuits, as Mr..Gibbon
‘will here be found to have dene; not with: study
-and labour—-not with an affected frankness—but
‘with a genuine confession of his little foibles and
! pecu]iarities, and . a good-hu‘moured and natural,

‘'display of his own conduct and opinions. .
‘Mr. Gibbon began a Journal, a- werk dlstmctv
from the sketches already .mentioned, in: the
-early part of his Life, with the following. declara-
tion: - ‘
 “I propose from this day, August 24th <1761,
‘to” keéep an:exact Journal of: my actions and
b 3 studies, .
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studies, both ta assist my. memory, and to;accus-
‘tom jme td.set 3. gue yalue on ‘my time. I shall
"begin by setting dewn some few events of my past
life, the dates of shich I.can, remember.”.

. 'This,.industrious. project he pursued occa-
sionally in French, with the minuteness, fidelity,
and lib'erality of a mind. resolved to watch over
and improve itself., ... . .«

The Journal is contmued4 qm}el: dlﬂ'erent tltles,
and‘ is sometimes,;very, concise, and sometimes
si‘ngulai'ly. detailed; . One -part.of it is entitled
“ My Journal,” another “ Ephemerides, or Jour-
nal of my Actions, Studies, and Opinions.” The
other parts are entitled, “ Ephémérides, ou
Journal de ma Vie, de mes Etudes, et de mes
‘Sentimens.” , In .this Journal, among .the most -
-~ triyial clrcumstances, are mlxed very, interesting
observatlons and; dlsse:tatlons,,oq a . Satire of
Juvenal, a Passage of Homer,or of Longinus,
‘or-of any other author whose works he hap-
pened to, read. in the, course of the day;, and he
often passes from, aRemaxk .on the most common
event, to a: pntlcal D.tsqlps;tlon of. copsnderable
learning, or.an, Inqulrx intp some abstruse point
of Lhilosophyy... ¢ . e o efan com

"It certainly was mnot his mtentlon that ‘this |
private and motley, Diary should b,e;pxs:aanted to
the Public; nor have ] thought myself at liberty

' . to
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to present it, in ‘the shape.imwhich he lefi it -
But when reduced to af)'account of 4fs literary
occupations,: it’ forms so*singular’and so. fnte
resting a portrait of -an indefatigable Student;
that I persuade myself it will be: regarded as a
valuable acquisition by thé Literary World, ‘and-
as ‘an accession of fame to 'the memory f my
Friend. With the Extracts from' Mr. Gibbon’s
Journal will be- printed, “his Dissertations en--
titled “ Extraits' Raisonnés de mes ‘Lectures
_ and’ “ Recueil’ de- mes Observations] et Pitces
détachées surdifiérens Sujets.” A few other pas-
sages from' other ‘parts of the Journals, intro-
duced in Notes, will make a curious addmon to

t.he Memoirs..
- i-His first "Publication, “ Essai sur l’Etude dé
la Littérature,” with corrections and additions
from an interleaved copy which my Friend gave
to me several }ears ago, is repnnted as part ‘ofr
these volames, -

Three more of his’ Smallei' Pubhcatlons ‘are
also reprinted. 1 His masterly Criticism o the
-Sixth Book of Virgil, in snswér to Bishop War-
burton. '2.-His own Vindication of the Fifteenth
and Sixteenth Chapters of his History, in answer '
to Mr. Davis and others. "~ And 3. His “ Réponse
a l’Eprsé dela Cour de France,”—an occasional
»composmon, which obtained the highest applause.
in foreign Courts, and of which he spoke to me

b4 " . with
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'thh some pleasure, observmg that it had been

translated even into the Turkish language.®.:

. “Of "these various writings the ' Author vhas
spoken bimself, in describing his own Life. I
have yet to notice some articles: not mentioned
in his Memoirs, and which will be found in this
Publication. 1. A juvenile sketch, en'titled,'-
“ Outlines of the History of the World.”: 2.'A
Dissertation, which he had shewn to a few friends,
on that curious subject “ L’Homme au Masqué °

~de Fer.” 3. A more considerable work;-“ The
_Antiquities .of .the House: of Brunswicky” an

historical discourse, composed,.about:the .year

" 1790. 1In this Work he.intended to’ appropriate

separate books: 1. To the Italian descent;.2. To
the Germanic reign ; and, 3. To the British:Suc-
cession of the House. of Brunswick. The Ma-
nuscript closes in completing the Italian br'mch

_« of his subject.

Among the most Splendld passages of . that

unfinished work may be enumerated, the cha-

. racters. of Leibnitz and Muratori: A sketch of
.Albert-Azo the Second, ‘a prince who retained
_ his faculties and reputatlon beyond the age of

‘ : At Petersburoh and Vlenna it was curremly observed by the

ACorps Dlplomatxque, that the Enghsh mestry had pubhshcd a

“Memorial written not only with great and more than usual ability,

-"but also in French, 80 correct, that they must have emnloved a

Frenchman.
' one
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one hundred years: An ‘account 'bf'Padu'a “atid
its university, and remarks on “ﬂ)e epi¢ glory bi’
Ferrara. P

The last Piper, of: these Wo]umes has the
mournfal attraction -of being”'a ‘sketch” inter-
‘rupted by death, and affords an honourable proof
that my Friend’s ardour for the promotion of
historical ‘knowledge attended him to the last.
It is entitled merely,:* An Address:” and éx-
pressés a wish that our Latin' mémorials of the
middle ages, the ** Scriptores Rerum Anglica-
rum,” may be published in England, in'a manner
worthy of the subject, and of the country. He
‘mentions Mr. John' Pinkerton as a person well
qualified for the conduct of such a national un-
dertakmg ¥ g )

In the collection of wntmgs which 1 ‘am now
sending to the press, there is no article that will
so much engage the public attention as the Me-
moirs. ‘T will therefore tlose all I mean to say
as their Editor, by: assunnv the' Reader, that,
although I have in some ' measire newly arranged
those interesting Papers,' by forming one regular
narrative from the Six different sketches, I have
nevertheless adhered with scrupulous fidelity to
the very words of their Author; and I use the
letter S. {0 mark such Notes as 1t seemed to me
necessary to add.( :

It remains only to express a wish, thatin dis-

charging
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' chargmg this latest office of aﬁ'ectlon my regard
to the memory of my Friend may appear, as 1
trust it will do, ‘proportioned to the- high satis-
faction which I enjoyed for many years in pos-
sessing his_entire -confidence, and very partial
attachment. : :

SHEFFIELD.
- SnErFFIELD-PLACE,
6th Aug. 1795.

CON-
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