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JOHN RANDOLPH 

CHAFTER I 

YOUTH 

"WILLIAM RANDOLPH, gentleman, of Tur­
key I$land," born in 1650, was a native of 
Warwickshire in England, as his tombstone 
declares. Of his ancestry nothing is certainly 
known. The cause and tlie time of his coming 
to Virginia have been forgotten. The Henrico 
records show that in 1678 he was clerk of Hen­
rico County, a man of substance, and married 
already to Mary Isham; that in 1685 he was 
"Captain William Randolph" and Justice of 
the Peace; that in 1706 he conveyed to son 
Henry" land called by the name of CurIes, with 
Longfield," being all that land at "CurIes" 
lately belonging to Nathaniel Bacon, Jr.; that 
in 1709·" Col. William Randolph of Turkey 
Island" made his will, which mentioned seven 
SODS and two daughters; and finally that in 
1711 he died. 
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Turkey Island, just above the junction of· 
the James and Appomattox rivers, lies in a re­
gion which hlU! sharply attracted the attention 
of men. In 1675 Nathaniel Bacon lived near 
by at his plantation called CurIes, and in that 
year Bacon's famous rebellion gave bloodyas­
sociations to the place. About one hundred 
years afterwards Benedict Arnold, then a gen­
eral in the British service, made a destructive 
raid up the James River which drew all eyes 
'to the spot. Neither of these disturbances, his­
torical as they are, made the region nearly so 
famous as it bed'ame on June 30, 1862, when 
fifty thousand northern troops, beaten, weary, 
and disorganized, converged at Malvern Hill 
and Turkey Island bridge, and the next day 
fought a battle which saved .their army, and 
perhaps their cause, without a thought or a 
care for the dust of forgotten Randolphs on 
which two armies were trampling in the cradle 
of their race. 

William Randolph of Turkey Island was not 
the first Randolph who came to Virginia, or the 
only one who was there in 1678, but he was 
the most successful, when success was the proof 
of energy and thrift. He provided well for his 
nine children, and henceforth their descendants 
swarmed like bees in the Virginian hive. The 
fifth son',Richard, who lived at CurIes, Nathaniel 
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Bacon's confiscated plantation, and who married 
Jane Bolling-, a great-great-granddaughter of 
John- Rolfe and Pocahontas, disposed by will, 
in 1142, of forty thousand acres of the choiCest 
lands on the James, Appomattox, and Roanoke 
rivers, including Matoax, about two miles west 
of Petersburg, and Bizarre, a plantation some 
ninety miles further up the Appomattox River. 
John, the youngest son of this Richard of CurIes, 
bom in 1142, married in 1169 Frances Bland, 
daughter of a neighbor who lived at Cawsous, 
on a promontory near the mouth of the Appo­
mattox, looking north up the- James River to 
Turkey Island. Here on June 2, 1113, their 
youngest child, John, was bom. 

In these last days of colonial history, the 
Randolphs were numerous and powerful, a fam­
ily such as no one in Virginia would wish to 
offend; and if they were proud of their posi­
tion and importance, who could fairly blame 
them? There was even a Randolph of Wilton, 
another of Chatsworth, as though they meant 
to rival Pembrokes and Devonshires. There 
was a knight in the family, old Sir John, sixth 
son of William of Turkey Island, and father 
of Peyton Randolph, who was afterwards presi­
dent of the American Congress. There was 
a historian, perhaps the best the State has yet 
produced, old William Stith. There were 
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many members of the Council and the House 
of Burgesses, an innumerable list of blood re­
lations and a score of allied families, among 
the rest that of Jefferson. Finally, the King's 
Attorney-General was at this time a Randolph, 
and took part with the crown against the col­
ony. The world upon which the latest Ran­
dolph baby opened his eyes was, so far as his 
horizon stretched, a world of cousins, a colonial 
aristocracy all his own, supported by tobacco 
plantations and negro labor, by colonial pat­
ronage and royal favor, or, to do it justice, by 
audacity, vigor, and mind. 

This small cheerful world, which was in its 
way a remarkable phenomenon, and produced 
the : greatest list of great names ever known 
this' side of the ocean, was about to suffer a 
wreck the more fatal and hopeless because no 
skill could avert it, and the dissolution was so 
quiet and subtle that no one could protect him­
self or secure his children. The boy was bom 
at the moment when the first shock was at 
hand. His father died in 1775; his mother, 
in 1778, married Mr. St. George Tucker of Ber­
muda, and meanwhile the country had plunged 
into a war which in a single moment cut that 
connection with England on which the old Vir­
ginian society depended for its tastes, fashions, 
theories, and above all for its aristocratic status 
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in politics and law. The Declaratjon of In­
dependence proclaimed that America was n~ 
longer to be English, but American; that is 
to 8ay, democratic and popular in all its parts, 
- a fact equivalent to a 8entence of death upon 
old Virginian society, and foreboding dissolu­
tion to the Randolphs with the rest, until they 

• 8hould learn to master the new conditions of 
American life. For passing through such a 
maelstrom a century was not too short an allow­
ance of time, yet this 8mall Randolph boy, not 
a 8trong creature at best, was born just as the 
downward plunge began, and every moment 
made the outlook drearier and more awful. 

On January 8,1781, he was at Matoax with 
his mother, who only five days before had been 
confined. Suddenly it was said that the British 
were coming. They soon appeared, under the 
command of Brigadier-General Benedict Arnold, 
and 8cared Virginia from Yorktown to the moun­
tains. They hunted the Governor like a tired 
fox, and ran him out of his famous mountain 
fastness at Monticello, breaking up his govern­
ment and mortifying him, until Mr. Jefferson at 
last refused to reassume the office, and passed 
his trust over to a stronger band. St. George 
Tucker at Matoax thought it time to seek safer 
quarters, and hurried his wife, with· her little 
baby, afterwards the well-known Judge Henry 
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St. George Tucker, away to Bizarre, ninety miles 
u,P the Appomattox. 

Here he left her and went to fight Cornwallis 
at Guilford. Henceforward the little Randolphs 
ran wild at Bizarre. Schools there were none, 
and stern discipline was never a part of Vir­
ginian education. Mrs. Tucker, their mother, 
was an affectionate and excellent woman; Mr. 
Tucker a kind and admirable stepfather; as for 
the boy John Randolph, it is said that he had 
a warm and amiable disposition, although the 
only well-authenticated fact recorded about his 
infan~y is that before his fifth year he was 
known to swoon in a mere fit of temper, and 
could with difficulty be restored. The life of 
boyhood in Virginia was not well fitted for 
teaching self-control or mental discipline, quali­
ties which John Randolph never gained; but 
in return for these the Virginian found other ad­
vantages which made up for the loss of method. 
ical training. Many a Virginian lad, especially 
on such a remote plantation as Bizarre, lived in 
a boy's paradise of indulgence, fished and shot, 
rode like a youug monkey, and had his memory 
crammed with the genealogy of every well-bred 
horse -in the State, grew up among dogs and 
negroes, master equally of both, and knew all 
about the prices of wheat, tobacco, and slaves. 
He might pick up much that was high and 
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noble from 'his elders and betters, or much that 
was bad and brutal from his inferiors; n'light, 
as he grew older, back his favorite bird at a 
cocking.main, or haunt stables and racfHlourses, 
or look on, with as muoh interest as an English 
nobleman felt at a prize.ring, when, after the 
race was over, there occurred an old.fashioned 

. rough-and.tumble fight, where the champions 
fixed their thumbs in each other's eye-sockets 
and bit off each other's noses and ears; he 
might, even more easily than in England, get 
habits of drinking as freely as he talked, and 
of talking as freely as the utmost license of the 
English language would allow. The climate 
was genial, the soil generous, the life easy, the 
temptations strong. Everything encouraged 
individuality, and if by accident any mind had 
a natural bent' towards what was coarse or 
brutal, there was little to prevent it from fol. 
lowing its instinct. 

There was, however, another side to Virginian 
life, which helped to civilize young savages,­
the domestic and family relation; the influence 
of father and mother, of women, of such read~ 
ing as the country.house offered, of music, 
dancing, and the table. John Randolph was 
born and bred among gentlefolk. Mr. Tucker. 

. had refinement, and his wife, along with many 
other excellent qualities, had two very feminine 
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instincts; - family pride and religion. T~ in­
oculate the imagination of her son with notions 
of family pride was an easy task, and to show 
him how to support the dignity of his name 
was a natural one. " Never part with your 
land," was her solemn injunction, which he did 
not forget; "_keep your land, and your land 
will keep you." This was the English theory, 
and Randolph acted on it through life, although 
it was becoming more and more evident, with 
every passing. year, that the best thing to be 
done with Virginian land, at the ruling prices, 
was to part with it. His passion for land 
became at last sheer avarice, a quality so rare 
in Virginia as to be a virtue, and he went on 
accumulating plantation after plantation with­
out paying his debts, while the. land, worth very 
little at best, was steadily becoming as worth­
less as the leaves which every autumn shook 
from its forests. Not an acre of the forty 
thousand which his grandfather bequeathed 
now belongs to a Randolph, but the Randolphs 
or anyone else might have bought back the 
whole of it for a song at any time within half a 
century. 

Thus the boy took life awry from the start; 
.h\~ucked poison with his mother's milk. Not 
so easy a task, however, was it for her to teach 
him her other strong instinct; for, although he 
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seeJDS really to have loved his mother as much 
as he loved anyone, he was perverse in ehild­
hood as in manhood, and that his mother should 
try to make him religious seems to have been 
reason enough' for his becoming a vehement 
deist. At what age he. took this bent is no­
where said; perhaps a little later, when he 
went for a few months to school at Williams­
burg, the focus of Virginian deism. At Bizarre 
he seems rather to have turned towards story­
books, and works that appealed to his imagina­
tion; the kind of reading he would be apt to 
find in the cupboards of Virginian houses, and 
such as a boy with fits of moodiness and a lively 
imagination w9uld be likely to select. Thus he 
is said to have read, before his eleventh year, 
the Arabian Nights, Shakespeare, Homer, Don 
Quixote, Gil BIas, Plutarch's Lives, Robinson 
Crusoe, Gulliver, Tom Jones. The chances are 
a thousand to one that to this list JIl8,y be added 
Peregrine Pickle, the Newgate Calendar, Moll 
Flanders, and Roderick Random. Whether 
Paradise Lost or Sir Charles Grandison and 
Pamela were soon added to the number, we 
are not told; but it is quite safe to say that, 
among these old, fascinating volumes, then 
found in every Virginian country-place, as in 
every English one, Randolph never learned to 
love two books which made the library of every 
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New England farmhouse, where the freer litera­
ture would have been thought sinful and hea­
thenish. If he ever read, he must have disliked 
the Pilgrim's Progress or the Saint's Rest; he 
would have recoiled from every form of Puri­
tanism and detested every affectation of sanc­
tity. 

The kind of literary diet on which the boy 
thus fed was not the healthiest or best for a 
nature like his; but it made the literary educa­
tion of many a man who passed through life 
looked on by his' fellows as well read with no 
wider range than this; and as Randolph had a 
quick memory he used to the utmost what he 
had thus gained.' His cleverest illustrations 
were taken from Shakespeare and Fielding. In 
other literature he was well versed, according to 
the standards of the day: he read his Gibbon; 
Hume, and Burke; knew English history, and 
was at home in the English peerage; but it was 
to Shakespeare and' Fielding that his imagination 
naturally turned, and in this, as in other things, 
he was a true Virginian, a son of the soil and 
the time. 

As he grew a few years older, and looked 
about him on the world in which he was to play 
& part, he saw little but a repetition of his own 
surroundings. When the Revolutionary War 
closed, in 1783, .he was ten years old, and 
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during the next five years he tried to pick up 
an education. America was then a small; strag­
gling, exhausted country, without a government, 
a nationality, a capital, or even a town of thirty 
thousand inhabitants; a country which bad not 
the means of supplying such an education as the 
young man wanted, however earnestly he tried 
for it. His advantages were wholly social, and 
it is not to be denied that they were great. He 
had an immense family connection, which gave 
him confidence and a sense of power; from his 
birth surrounded by a society in itself an educa­
tion, he was accustomed to the best that Virginia 
had, and Virginia bad much that was best on 
the continent. He saw about him that Virginian 
gentry which was the child of Englishsquirarchy, 
and reproduced the high breeding of Bolingbroke 
and Sir Charles Grandison side by side with the 
coarseness of Swift and Squire Western. The 
contrasts were curious, in this provincial aristo­
cracy, between old-fashioned courtesy and cul­
ture and the roughness of plantation habits. 
Extreme eccentricity might end in producing a 
man of a new type, as brutal at heart as the 
roughest cub that ran loose among the negro 
cabins of a tobacco plantation, violent, tyranni­
cal, vicious, cruel, and licentious in language as 
in morals, while at the same time trained to 
habits of good society, and sincerely feeling that 
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exaggerated deference which it was usual to 
affect towards ladies; he might be well read, 
fond of intelligent conversation, consumed by 
ambition, or devoured by self-esteem, with man­
ners grave, deferential, mild, and charming when 
at their best, and intolerable when the spirit of 
arrogance seized him. Nowhere could be found 
a school of more genial and simpler courtesy 
than that which produced the great men and 
women of Virginia, but it had its dangers and 
affectations; it was often provincial and some­
times coarse. 

John Randolph, the embodiment of these con­
trasts and peculiarities, was an eccentric type 
recognized and understood by Virginians. To 
a New England man, on the contrary, the type 
was unintelligible and .monstrous. The New 
Englander had his own code of bad manners, 
and was less tolerant than the Virginian of 
whatever varied from it. As the character of 
Don Quixote was to Cervantes clearly a natural 
and possible product of Spanish character, so to 
the people of Virginia John Randolph was a 
representative man, with qualities exaggerated 
but genuine; and even these exaggerations 
struck a chord of popular sympathy; his very 
weaknesses were caricatures of Virginian fail­
ings; his genius was in some degree a caricature 
of Virginian genius; and thus the boy grew up 
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to manhood, as pure a Virginian Quixote as 
ever an American Cervantes could have con­
ceived. 

In the Bummer of 1781 he had a few months' 
schooling, and afterwards was again at school, 
about one year, at Williamsburg, till the spring 
of 1784, when his parents took him on a visit to 
Bermuda, the home of his stepfather's family. 
In the autumn of 1787 he was sent to Prince­
ton, where he. passed a few months; the next 
year, being now fifteen, he went for a short time 
to Columbia College, in New York. This was 
all the schooling he ever had, and, excepting 
perhaps a little Latin, it is not easy to say whltt. 
he learned. "I am an ignorant man, sir," was 
his own statement. So he was, and so, for that 
matter, are the most learned: but Randolph's 
true ignorance was not want of book-learning; 
he had quite as much knowledge of that kind 
as he could profitably use in America, and his 
mind was naturally an active one, could he only 
have put it in sympathy with the movement of 
his country. At this time of life, when the 
ebullition of youth was still violent, he was 
curiously torn by the struggle between conserva­
ti ve and radical instincts. He read Voltaire, 
Rousseau, Hume, Gibbon, and was as deistical 
in his opinions as any of them. The Christian . 
religion was hateful to him, as it was to Tom 
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Paine; he loved everything-hostile to it. " Very 
early in life," he wrote thirty years afterwards, 
"I imbibed an absurd prejudice in favor of Ma­
hometanism and its votaries. The crescent had 
a talismanic effect on my imagination, and I 
rejoiced in all its triumphs over the cross (which 
I despised), as I mourned over its defeats; and 
Mahomet II. himself. did not more exult than I· 
did when the crescent was planted on the dome 
of St. Sophia, and the cathedral of the Constan­
tines was converted into a Turkish mosque." 
This was radical enough to suit Paine or Saint 

. Just, but it was the mere intellectual fashion of 

.~e day, as over-vehement and unhealthy as its 
counterpart, the religious spasms of his later 
life. His mind was always controlled by his 
·feelings; its antipathies were stronger than its 
sympathy; it was restless 'and uneasy, prone to 
contradiction and attached to paradox. In such 
a. character there is nothing very new, for at 
least nine men out of ten, whose intelligence is 
above the average, have felt the same instincts: 
the impulse to contradict is as familiar as 
dyspepsia or nervous excitability; the passion 
for referring every comparison to one's self is a 
primitive quality of mind by no means confined 
to women and children; but what was to be 
expected when such a temperament, exaggerated 
and unrestr~ined, full· of self-contradictions and 
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stimulated by acute rell80ning powers, remark­
able audacity and quickness, violent and vindic­
tive temper, and & morbid constitution, was 
planted in a Virginian, a slave-owner, & Ran­
dolph, just when the world was bursting into fire 
and flame? 

Of course, while at college, the young Ran­
dolph had that necessary part of & Southern 
gentleman's education in those days, a duel, but 
there is no reason to suppose that he was given 
to brawls, and in early life his temper was 
rather affectionate than harsh. His friendships 
were strong, and seem to have been permanent. 
He was intelligent and proud, and may have 
treated with contempt whatever he thought 
mean or contemptible. He certainly did quar- . 
reI with a Virginian fellow-student, and then 
shot him, but no one can now say what excuse 
or justification he may have had. His oppo­
nent's temper in after life was quite as violent 
as his own, and the quarrel itself rose from & 

dispute over the mere pronunciation of .& word. 
In the year 1788 he was at college in New 

York with his elder brother Richard, and we 
get a glimpse of him in & letter to his step­
father, dated on Christmas Day, 1788:-

.. Be well assured, my dear sir, our expenses since 
our arrival here have been enormous, and by far 
greater than our estate, especially loaded as it is with 
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debt, can bear; however, I flatter myself, my dear 
papa, that upon looking over the accounts you will find 
that my share is by comparison trifling, and hope that 
by the wise admonitIons of 80 affectionate a pa~ent, 
and one who has our welfare and interest so much at 
heart, we may be able to shun the rock of prodigality 
npon which 60 many people continually split, and 
by which the unhappy victim is reduced not only to 
poverty, but also to despair and all the horrors at­
tending it." 

This was unusual language for a Virginian 
boy of fifteen! It would have been· safe to 
prophesy that the rock of prodigality was not 
one of his dangers. Down to the last day of 
his life he talked in tl;1e same strain, always 
complaining of this old English indebtedness, 
living with careful economy, but never willing 
to pay his debt, and· never able to resist the 
temptation of buying land and slaves. The 
letter goes on: -

"Brother Richard writes yon that I am lazl. I 
assure you, dear papa, he has been egregiously mi&- . 
taken. I attend every lecture that the class does. 
Not one of the professors has ever found me dull 
with my businesS, or even said that I was irregular. 
. . . If brother Richard had written you that I did 
nothing all the vacation, he wonld have been much 
in the dark; neither was it possible for me. We 
lived in this large building without a soul in it bli' 
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ourselves, and it was 80 desolate and dreary that I 
could not bear to be in it. I was always afraid that 
son;te robber, of which we have a plenty, was coming 
to kill me, after they made a draught on the house." 

Nervous, excitable, loving warmly, hating 
more warmly still, easily affected by fears, 
whether of murderers or of poverty, lazy ac­
cording to his brother Richard, neither dull 
nor irregular, but timid, according to his own 
account, this letter represents him as he showed 
himself to his parents, in rather an. amiable 
light. It closes with a suggestion of politics: 
.. Be 80 good, my dear sir, when it is conven­
ient, to send me the debate of the convention in 
our State." He was too true a. Virginian not 
to oppose the new Constitution of the United 
States which Patrick Henry and George Mason 
had so vehemently resisted; but that Consti­
tution was now adopted, and was about to be set 
in motion. From this moment a new school 
was provided for the boy, far more interesting 
to him than the lecture-rooms of Columbia Col­
lege, - a school which he attended with extraor­
dinary amusement and even fascination. 

.. I was at Federal Hall," &:tid he once in a 
speech to his constituents; "I saw Washing­
ton, but could not hear him take the oath to 
support the federal Constitution. The Consti­
tution was in its chrysalis state. I saw what' 
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Washington did not see, but two other men in 
Virginia saw it, - George Mason and Patrick 
Henry, - the secret sting which lurked beneath 
the gaudy pinions of the butterfly.". Wiser 
men than he, not only in Virginia but else­
where, saw and dreaded the centralizing, over­
whelming powers of the new government, and 
are not to be blamed for their fears. Without 
boldly assuming that America was a country 
to which old rules did not apply, that she stood 
by herself, above law, it was impossible to look 
without alarm at the tendency of the ConstitU­
tion; for history, from beginniBg to end, was 
one long warning against the abuse of just such 
powers. Were Randolph alive to-day, he would 
probably feel that his worst fears were realized. 
From his point of view as a. Virginian, a slave­
owner, a Randol'ph, it was true that, although 
the Constitution was not a butterfly and did 
not carry poison under its wings, - for only at 
Roanoke could a butterfly be found with a 
secret sting in such a part of its person, - it 
did carry a fearful power for good or evil in 
the tremendous sweep of its pinions and the 
terrible grip of·its claws. 

Another little incident sharpened Randolph's 
perception of the poison which lay in the new 
system. " I was in New York," said he nearly 
forty years afterwards, "when John Adams 
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took his seat as Vice-President. I recollect­
for I was a schoolboy at the time - attending 
the lobby of Congress when I ought to have 
been at school. I remember the manner in 
which \ my brother was spurned by the coach­
man of the then Vice-President for coming too 
near the arms emblazoned on the- scutcheon of 
the vice-reg-.u carriage. Perhaps I may have 
some of this old animosity rankling in my 
heart, ••• coming from a. race who are known 
never to forsake a friend or forgive a foe." 
The world would be an uncomfortable residence 
fl1r elderly people if they were to be objects 
of lifelong personal hatred to every boy 9ver 
whose head their coachman, without their know­
ledge, had once snapped a. whip, and especially 
so if, as in this case, the feud were carried 

-down to the next generation. Of course the 
sting did not lie in the coachman's whip. Had 
the carriage been that of a Governor of Vir­
ginia. or a. Lord Chancellor of England or had 
the coachman of his own old-fashioned four­
horse Virginian chariot been to blame, John 
Randolph would never have given the matter 
another thought; but that his brother, a Vir­
ginian gentleman of ancient family and large 
estates, should be struck by the servant of a. 
Yankee schoolmaster, who had neither family, 
wealth, nor land, but was a. mere shoot of a 
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psalm-singing democracy, and that this man 
should lord it over Virginia and Virginians, 
was maddening; and the sight of that Massa­
chusetts whip was portentous, terrible, inex­
pressible to the boy, like the mysterious solitude 
of his great schoolhouse, which drove him out 
into the street in fear of robbery and murder. 

The Attorney-General of the new govern­
ment was a Randolph, - Edmund, son of John, 
and grandson of Sir John, who was brother to 
Richard of CurIes, - and when, in 1790,· the 
seat of administration was transferred to Phil­
adelphia, John Randolph left Columbia Collet;e 
and. went to Philadelphia to study law in the 
Attorney-General's train. Here, excepting for 
occasional visits to Virginia, and for interruption 
by yellow fever, he remained until 1794, occu­
pying himself very much as he liked, so far as 
is now to be learned. He was not pleased 
with Mr. Edmund Randolph's theories in the 
matter of teaching law. He studied system­
atically no profession, neither law nor medi­
cine, although he associated with students of 
both, and even attended lectures. He seems 
to have enjoyed the life, as was natural, for 
Philadelphia was an agreeable city. " I know," 
said he many years afterwards, " by fatal expe­
rience, the fascinations of a town life, - how 
they estrange the mind from its old habits and 
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attachments:" This" fatal experience" was 
probably a mere figure of speech; so far as can 
be seen, his residence in New York and Phila.­
delphia was the most useful part of his youth, 
and went far to broaden his mind. A few of 
his letterll at this period are extant, but they 
tell little except that h~ was living with the 
utmost economy and was deeply interested in 
politics, taking, of course, a strongly anti-feder­
alist side. 

In April, 1794, he returned to Virginia, to 
assume control of his property. In after years 
hi! complained bitterly of having "been plun­
dered and oppressed during my nonage, and left 
to enter upon life overwhelmed with a load of 
debt which the profits of a nineteen years' mi­
nority ought to have more than paid; and, 
ignorant as I was, and even yet am, of busi­
ness, to grope my way without a clue through· 
the labyrinth of my father's affairs, and, brought 
up among Quakers, an ardent ami des nairs, to 
scume with negroes and overseers for something 
like a pittance of rent and profit upon my land 
and stock." He lived with his elder brother 
Richard, who was now married, at Bizarre, near 
Farmville, a place better known to this genera.­
tion as the town from which General Grant 
dated his famous letter calling upon General 
Lee for a surrender of the Confederate Army 
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of Northern Virginia. From here he could 
direct the management of his own property at 
Roanoke, some mil~s to the southward, while he 
enjoyed the society at Bizarre and economized 
his expenses. 

Nothing further is recorded of his life until 
in the spring of 1796 he visited his friend 
Bryan in Georgia, and during a stay in Charles­
ton came under the notice of a bookseller, who 
has recorded the impression he made: "A 
tall, gawky-looking, flaxen-haired stripling, ap­
parently of the age from sixteen to eighteen, 
with a complexion of a good parchment color, 
beardless chin, and as much assumed self-con­
fidence as any two-footed animal I ever saw," in 
company with a gray-headed, florid-complexioned 
old gentleman, whom he slapped on the back 
and called Jack, - a. certain Sir John Nesbit, a 
·Scotch baronet, with whom he had become inti­
mate, and whom he beat in a horse-race, each 
riding his own horse. The bookseller at once 
set him down as the most impudent youth he 
had ever seen, but was struck by the sudden 
animation which at moments lighted up his 
usually dull and heavy face. 

After his stay at Charleston, he went on to 
his friend Bryan's in Georgia, where he proved 
his convivial powers, as in South Carolina he 
had proved his superiority in horse-racing. 
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"My eldest brother," wrote Bryan afterwards, 
.. still bears a friendly remembrance of the rum 
ducking you gave him." This visit to Georgia 
was destined to have great influence on his 
later career. He found the State convulsed 
with excitement over what was long famous as 
the Yazoo fraud. The legislature of Georgia, 
in the preceding year, had authorizedtlie sale 
of four immense tracts of land, supposed to 
embrace twenty millions of acres, for five hun­
dred thousand dollars, to four land companies. 
It was proved that', with one exception, every 
member of the legislature who voted for this 
bill was interested in the purchase. A more 
flagrant case of wholesale legislative corruption 
had never been known, and when the facts were 
exposed the whole State rose in indignation 
against it, elected a new legislature, annulled 
the sale, expunged the act from the record~ 
and finally, by calling a convention, made the 
expunging act itself a part of the state con­
stitution. 'With his natural vehemence of tem­
per, Randolph caught all the excitement of his 
friends, and became a vehement anti-Yazoo man, 
as it was called, for the rest of his life. 

The visit to Georgia accomplished, he turned 
homewards again, and was suddenly met by the 
crushing news that his brother Richard was 
dead. In every way this blow was a terrible 
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one. His brother had been his oldest and 
closest companion. The widow and two chil­
dren, one of whom was deaf and dumb from 
birth, aud ultimately became insane, besides 
the whole burden of the joint establishment, 
now came under John Randolph's charge. 
"Then," to use his own words, .. I had to un­
ravel the tangled skein of my poor brother's 
difficulties and debts. His sudden and un­
timely death threw upon my care, helpless as I 
was, his family, whom I tenderly and passion­
ately loved." Richard's last years had been 
embittered by a strange and terrible scandal, 
resulting in a family feud, which John, with 
his usual vehemence, made his own. These 
complications would have been trying to any 
man, but to one of his peculiar temper they 
were a source of infinite depression and despair. 



CHAPTER II 

VIRGINIAN POLITICS 

POLITICS meanwhile were becoming more 
and more violent. The negotiation of Jay's 
treaty with England, which took place in 1794, . 
followed by its publication in June, 1795, and 
the extraordinary behavior of France, thre", the 
country into a state of alarming excitement. 
Randolph shared in the indignation of those 
who thought the treaty a disgraceful one, and 
there is a story, told on the authority of his 
friends, that at a dinner, pending the ratific3r 
tion, he gave as a toast, " George Washington, 
-may he be damned!" and when the company 
declined to drink it, he added, "if. he signs 
Jay's treaty." No one can fairly blame the 
opposition to that treaty, which indeed llhal­
lenged opposition; and that Randolph should 
have opposed it hotly, if he opposed it at ~ 
was only a part of his nature; but none the less 
was it true that between his Anglican tastes 
and his Gallican policy he was in a false posi­
tion, as he was also between his aristocratic 
prejudices and his democratic theories, his de-
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istical doctrines and his conservative tempera,. 
ment, his interests as a slave-owner and his 
theories.. as an ami des noirs, and finally in the 
entire delusion which possessed his mind that a 
Virginian aristocracy could maintain itself in 
alliance with a democratic polity. 

Perhaps these flagrant inconsistencies might 
have worked ont ten years sooner to their nat­
nral result, had not John Adams and New 
England now stood at the head of the govern­
ment. If Randolph could wish no better fate 
for his own countryman, Washington, than that 
he migl1t be damned, one may easily imagine 
what were his feelings towards Washington's 
successor, whose coachman had cracked his whip 
over Richard Randolph. For thirty years he 
never missed a chance to -have his fling at both 
the Adams'es, father and son; "the cub," he 
said, "is a greater bear than the old one;" and 
although he spared no prominent Virginian, 
neither Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Mon­
roe, nor Clay, yet the only persons against whom 
his strain of invective was at all seasons copious, 
continuous, and vehement were the two New 
England Presidents. To do him justice, there 
was every reason, in his category of innate 
prejudices, for ';e antipathy he felt; and espe­
cially in regara to the administration of the 
elder Adams there was ample ground for honest 
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divergence of opinion. For on,!! moment in the 
career of that administration the country was 
in real danger, and opposition became almost 
& duty. When hostilities with France broke 
out, and under their cover the Alien and Sedi­
tion laws were passed, backed by a large army, 
with the scarcely concealed object of overawing 
threatened resistance .from Virginia, it was time 
that opposition should be put in power, even 
though the opposition had itself undertaken to 
nullify acts of Congress and to prepare in secret 
an armed rebellion against the national govern­
ment. 

Feeling ran high in Virginia during the year 
1798. Mr. Madison had left Congress, but both 
he and Mr. Jefferson, the Vice-President, were 
busy in organizing their party for what was too 
much like & dissolution of the Union. They 
induced the legislatures of Virginia and Ken­
tucky to assert the right of resistance to na.­
tional laws, and were privy to the preparations 
making in Virginia for armed resistance; or if 
they were not, it was because they chose to be 
ignorant. Monroe was certainly privy to these 
warlike preparations; for, in the year 1814, 
Randolph attacked in debate the conscription 
project recommended by Monroe, then Secretary 
of War, and said, "Ask him what he would 
have done, whilst Governor of Virginia, and 
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preparing to resi~t federal usurpation, had such 
an attempt been made by Mr. Adams and his 
ministers, especially in 1800! H~ can give 

. the answer." At a still later day, in January, 
1817, Randolph explained the meaning of his 
innuendo. "There is no longer," said he, "any 
cause for concealing the fact that the grand 
armory at Richmond was ·built to enable the 

. State of Virginia to resist by force the encroach­
ments of the then administration upon her in­
disputable rights." Naturally Randolph himse1f 
was in thorough sympathy with such schemes, 
and it would be surprising if he and the hot­
headed young men of his stamp did not drag 
their older chiefs into measures which these 
would have gladly avoided. 

Seizing this moment to enter political life, 
with characteristic audacity he struck at once 
for the highest office within his reach; at the 
age of twenty-six, he announced himself a candi­
date for Congress. Both 'parties were keenly 
excited over the contest in Virginia, and the 
federalists, with Washington ·at their head, were· 
greatly distressed and alarmed, for they knew 
what was going on, and after opposing to the 
utmost Mr. Madison's nullification resolutions, 
straining every nerve to allay the excitement, as 
a last resource they implored their old opponent, 
Patrick Henry, to come to their rescue. Unwil. 
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lingly enough, for his strength was rapidly 
failing. Henry consented. Nothing in his life 
was nobler. The greatest orator and truest 
patriot in Virginia, a sound and consistent demo­
crat, sprung from the people and adored by 
them, this persistent and energetic opponent of 
the Constitution, who had denounced its over­
swollen powers and its "awful squint towards 
monarchy," now came forward, not for office, 
nor to qualify or withdraw anything he had ever 
said, but with his last breath to warn the people 
of Virginia not· to raise their hand against the 
national government. Washington himself, he 
said. would lead an army to put them down. 
" Where is the citizen of America. who will dare 
lift his hand against the father of his country?' 
No I you dare not do it t In such a parricidal 
attempt, the steel would drop from your nerve­
less arml" 

In the light of subsequent history lJ1ere is a 
solemn and pathetio' grandeur in this dying 
appeal of the old revolutionary orator, by the 
tavern porch of Charlotte, at the March court, 
in 1799, - a grandeur partly due to its sim­
plicity, but more to its· association with the' 
great revolutionary struggle which had gone 
before, and with tho awful judgment which fell 
upon this doomed region sixty-five years after­
wards. There was, too, an element of contrast 
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in the composition; for when the old man fell 
back, exhausted, and the great audience stood 
silent with the conviction tl}at they had heard 
an immort:jl. .orator, who would never speak 
again, make an appeal such as defied reply, then. 
it was that John Randolph's tall, lean, youthful 
figure climbed upon the platform and stood up 
before the crowd. 

What he said is not recorded, and would in 
no case be very material. He himself, in 1817, 
avowed in Congress the main burden of his ad­
dress: "I was asked if I justified the establish­
ment of the armory for the purpose of opposing 
Mr. Adams's administration. I said I did; that 
I could not conceive any case in which the people 
could not be intrusted with arms; and that the 
use of them to oppose oppressive measures was 
in principle the same, whether those of th~ 
administration of Lord North or that of Mr. 
Adams." At this period Randolph did not talk 
in the crisp, nervous, pointed language of his 
after life, but used the heroic style which is still 
to be seen in the writings of his friend, "the 
greatest man I ever knew, John Thompson, the 
immortal author of the letters of Curtius." 
The speech could have been only a solemn de­
fense of states' rights; an appeal to state pride 
and fear; an ad hominem attack on Patrick' 
Henry's consistency, and mQre or less effective 
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denunciation of federalists in general. What 
be could not answer, and what must become the 
more impressive through his own success, was 
the splendor of a sentiment; history, past and 
coming; the awe that surrounds a dying prophet 
threatening a new doom deserved. 

Vague tradition reports that Randolph spoke 
for three hours and held his audience; he rarely 
failed with a Virginian assembly, and in this 
case his whole career depended on success. 
Tradition further says that Patrick Henry re­
marked to a by-stander, '''1 have n't seen the 
little dog before, since he. was at school; he was 
a great atheist then;" and after the speech, shako 
ing hands with his opponent, he added, .. Young 
man, you call me father; then, my son, I have 
something to say unto thee: Keep justice, keep 
truth, - and you will live to think differently." 

Randolph never did live to think differently, 
but ended as he began, trying to set bounds 
against the power. of the national government, 
and to protect those bounds, if need be, by force. 
Whether his opinions were wrong or right, 
criminal or virtuous, is another matter, which 
has an interest far deeper than his personality, 
and more lasting than his fame; but at least 
those opinions were at that time expressed with 
the utmost clearness and emphasis, not by him 
but by the legislatures of more than one State; 
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and as he was not their author, so he is not to 
be judged harshly for accepting or adhering to 
them. Doubtless, as time passed and circum­
stances changed, Randolph figured as a political 
Quixote in his championship of states' rights, 
which became at the end his hobby, his mania; 
he played tricks with it until his best friends 
were weary and disgusted; but, so far as his 
wayward life had a meaning or a. moral purpose, 
it lay in his strenuous effort to bar the path of 
that spirit of despotism which in every other 
age and land had perverted government into a 
curse and a scourge. The doctrine of states' 
rights was but a fragment of republican dogma 
in 1800, and circumstances alone caused it to 
be remembered when men forgot the system of 
opinions of which it JDade a. part; isolated, 
degraded, defiled by an unnatural union with 
the slave power, the doctriue became at last a 
mere phrase, which had still a. meaning only to 
those who knew what Mr. Jefferson and the 
republicans of America. had once believed; but 
to Randolph it was always an inspired truth 
which purified and elevated his whole existence; 
the faith of his youth, it seemed to him to 
sanctify his age; the helmet of this Virginian 
Quixote, - a helmet of Mambrino, if one 
pleases, - it was in Quixote's eyes a helmet all 
the same. ·What warranted such enthusiasm in 
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this threadbare formula of words? Why should 
thousands on thousands of simple-minded., hon­
est, plain men have been willing to die for a. 
phrase? 

The republican party, which assumed control 
of the government in 1801, had taken great 
pains to express its ideas so clearly that no 
man could misconceive them. At the· bottom 
of its theories lay, as a. foundation, the histor­
ical fact that political power had, in all experi­
ence, tended to grow at the expense of human 
liberty. Every government tended towards 
despotism; contained somewhere a. supreme, 
irresponsible, self.(lefined power called sover­
eignty, which held human rights, if human 
rights there were, at its mercy. Americans 
believed that the liberties of this continent 
depended on fixing a. barrier against this 
supreme central power called national sover­
eignty, which, if left to grow unresisted, would 
repeat here all the miserable experiences of 
Europe, and, falling into the grasp of some 
group of men, would be the centre of a. mili­
tary tyranny; that, to resist the growth of this 
power, it was necessary to withhold authority 
from the government, and to administer it with 
the utmost economy, because extravagance gen~ 
erates corruption, and corruption generates 
. despotism; that the Executive must be held 
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in check; the popular branch of the legisla­
ture strengthened, the Judiciary curbed, and 
the general powers of government strictly con­
strued; but, above all, the States must be sup­
ported in exercising all their reserved rights, 
because, in the last resort, the States alone could 
make head against a central sovereign at Wash­
ington. These principles implied a policy of 
peace abroad and of loose ties at home, leaned 
rather towards a confederation than towards 
a consolidated union, and placed the good of 
the human race before the glory of a mere 
nationality. 

In the famous Virginia and Kentucky resolu­
tions of 1798, Mr .. Madison and Mr. Jefferson 
set forth these ideas with a care and an author­
ity which gave the two papers a character 
hardly less decisive than that of the Constitu­
tion itself. The hand which drafted the Decla­
ration of Independence drafted the Kentucky 
Resolutions; the hand which had most share in 
framing the Constitution of the United States 
framed that gloss upon it which is kuown as 
the Virginia Resolutions of 1798. Kentucky 
declared her determination" tamely to submit 
to undelegated, and consequently unlimited, 
powers in no man or body of men on earth," 
and it warned the government at W ash~ngton 
that acts of undelegated power, "unless arrested 
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on the threshold, may tend to drive these States 
into revolution and blood;" that submission to 
such acts·" would be to surrender the form of 
government we have chosen, and to live under 
one deriving its powers from its own will, and 
not from our authority; and that the co-States, 
recurring to their .natural right in cases not 
made federal, will concur in declaring these acts 
void and of no force." While Kentucky used 
this energetic language, dictated by Mr. J effer­
son, Virginia echoed her words with the em­
phasis of a mathematical demonstration, and 
laid down as a general principle of the consti­
tutional compact that, "in case of a deliberate, 
palpable, and dangerous exercise of other pow­
ers not granted by the said compact, the States, 
who are the parties thereto, have the right, and 
are in duty bound, to interpose for arresting the 
progress of the evil, and for maintaining, withiJ .. 
their respective limits, the authorities, rights, 
and liberties appertaining to them." 

Whether this was good constitutional law 
need not be discussed at present; at all events, 
it was the doctrine of the republican party in 
1800, the essence of republican principles, and 
for many years the undisputed faith of a vast 
majority of the American people. The principle 
.that the central government wM a machine, 
~8tablished by the people of the States for cer-
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tain purposes and no others, was itself equivalent 
to a declaration that this machine could lawfully 
do nothing but what it was expressly empowered 
to do by the people of the States; and who 
except the people of the States could properly 
decide when the machine overstepped its bounds? 
To make the Judiciary a final arbiter was to 
make the machine master, for the Judiciary was 
lI.ot only a part of the machine, but its most 
irresponsible and dangerous part. The class of 
lawyers, trained, as they were, in the common 
law of England, could conceive of no political 
system without a core of ~elf-defined sovereignty 
in the government, and the Judiciary merely 
reHected the training of the bar. Judiciary, 
Congress, and Executive, all parts of one mech­
anism, could be restrained only by the constant 
control of the people of the States. There can 
be little doubt that this was the opinion of 
Patrick Henry in 1800, as it was of Randolph, 
Madison, and Jefferson; on no other theory, as 
they believed, could there be a guaranty for 
their liberties, and certain it is that the opposite 
doctrine, which made the central machine the 
measure of its own powers, offered no guaranty 
to the citizen against any stretch of authority 
by Congress, President, or Judiciary, but in prin­
ciple was merely the old despotio sovereignty 
of Europe, more or less disguised. • 



VIRGINIAN POLITICS 37 

Not, therefore, in principle did Randolph dif­
fer from Patrick Henry; it was in applying the 
principle that their ideas clashed so rudely; and 
this application always embarrassed the subject 
of states' rights. That the central governmen~ 
was a mere creature of the people of the States, 
and that the people of those States could un­
make as they had made it, was a fact unques-: 
tionable and unquestioned; but it was one thing 
to claim that the people of Virginia had a con­
stitutional right to interpose a protest against 
usurpations of power at Washington, and it was 
another thing to clah11 that they should support 
their protest by force. Patrick Henry and Mr. 
Madison shrank from this last appeal to arms, 
which John Randolph boldly accepted; and, in 
his defense, it is but fair to say that a right 
which has nowhere any ultimate sanction of 
force is, in law, no right at all. 

With the correctness of the constitutional 
theories which have perturbed the philosophy of 
American politics it is needless to deal, for it is 
not their correctness which is now in question 
so much as the motives and acts of those who 
believed in them. There is no reason to doubt 
that Randolph honestly believed in all the theo­
ries of his party; was deeply persuaded of the 
corrupt!on and wickedness inherent in every 
government which defines its own powers; ana 
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wished to make himself an embodiment of purity 
in politics, apart from every influence of power 
or person. For a generation like our own, in 
whose ears the term of states' rights has become 
hateful, owing to its perversion in the interests 
of negro slavery, and in whose eyes the comfort­
able doctrines of unlimited national sovereignty 
shine with the glory of a moral principle sancti~ 
fied by the blood of innumerable martyrs, these 
narrow and jealous prejudices of Randolph and 
his friends sound like systematized treason; but 
they were the honest convictions of that gener­
ation which framed and litdopted the Constitu­
tion, and the debates of the state conventions in 
1788, of Massachusetts as well as of New York 
and Virginia, show that a great majority of 
the American people shared the same fears of 
despotic government. Time will show whether 
those fears were well founded, but whether they 
prove real or visionary, they were the essence of 
republican politics; and Randolph, whatever his 
faults may have been, and however absurdly in 
practice his system might work, has a right to 
such credit as honest convictions and love of 
liberty may deserve. 

On these ideas, advocated in their most ex­
treme form, he contested the field with Patrick 
Henry, and carried with him the popular sym­
pathies. A few weeks later, Patrick Henry was 
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dead, and young" Jack Randle." as he wal 
called in Virginia. had secured a. seat in Con­
gress. 

It would be folly to question the abilities of 
a. man who, at twenty-six. could hold his own 
against such a champion, and win spurs so 
gilded. The proof of his genius lies in 'his au­
dacity, in'the boldness with which he commanded 
Buccess and conti·oIled it. More than any other 
southern man he felt the intense self-confidence 
of the Virginian. as contrasted with his northern 
rivals, a. moral superiority which became dis­
astrous in the end frpm its very strength; for 
the resistless force of northern democracy lay 
not in its leaders or its political organi1lation. 
but in its social and industrial momentum, and 
this was a force against which mere individuality 
strove in vain. Randolph knew Virginia. and 
knew how far he could domineer over her by 
exaggerating her own virtues and vices; but he 
did not so well understand that the world could 
not be captured off-hand, like a seat in Congress. 
His intelligence told him the fact. but his un­
governable temper seldom let him practice on it. 

Meanwhile the crisis, which for a time had 
threatened a. catastrophe, was passing away; 
thanks, not to the forbearance of Randolph or 
his friends. but to the personal interference of 
that old bear whom Randolph so cordially hated, 
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lihe President of the United States. Fate, how­
ever, seemed bent upon making mischief between 
these two men. In December, 1799, Randolph 
took his seat, cordially welcomed by his party 
in the House, and within a very short time 
showed his intention to challenge a certain lead­
ership in debate. He was in the minority, but 
a minority led by Albert Gallatin was not to 
be despised, when it contained men like John 
Nicholas of Virginia, Samuel Smith of Mary­
land, Edward Livingston of New York, Nathan­
iel Macon of North Carolina, and Joseph 
Nicholson of Maryland. Randolph was ad­
mitted, as of right, into this little circle of 
leaders, and pluuged instantly into debate. He 
had: already addressed the House twice, - the 
first time on the census bill; .the second on a 
petition from free negroes in favor of emanci­
pation, an act of license which led him to hope 
"that the conduct of the House would be so 
decided as to deter the petitioners, or any per­
sons acting for them, from ever presenting one 
of a similar nature hereafter;" and on J anu­
ary 9, 1800, he rose again, and spoke at some 
length on a motion to reduce the army. The 
speech, to say the least of it, was not happy: its 
denunciation of standing armies was not clever 
enough to enliven the staleness of the idea, and 
its praise of the militia. system lay open to the 
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same objection; but its temper was fatal, had 
the speech been equal to Pitt's best. Speaking 
invariably of the army as "mercenaries" and 
"hirelings," "loungers who live upon the pub­
lic," "who consume the fruits of their honest 
industry under the pretext of protecting them 
from a foreign yoke," he at last added, "The 
people put no confidence in the protection of a 
handful of ragamuffins." This troubled even 
his friends, and the next day he rose again to 
"exchange," as he expressed it, the term raga­
muffin. The same evening he was at the theatre 
with his friends Macon, Nicholson, Christie of 
Maryland, and others, when two young marine 
officers came into the box behind them, and 
made remarks, not to Randolph, but at him: 
.. Those ragamuffins on the stage are black Vir­
ginia ragamuffins;" "They march well for raga­
muffins;" "Our mercenaries would do better; " 
until at length one of them crowded into the 
seat by Randolph, and finally, at the end of the 
performance, as he was leaving, his collar was 
violently jerked from behilld, and there was 
some jostling on the stairs. The next morning 
Randolph wrote a letter to the President, begin­
ning,-

" Sir, - Known to you only as holding, in common 
with yourself, the honorable station of servant to the 
same sovereign people, an~ disclaiming all preten-
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sions to makl' to you any application which in the 
general estimation of men requires the preface of 
apology, I shall, without the circumlocution of com­
pliment, proceed to state the cause which induces 
this address." , 

Then, after saying in the same astonishlng die­
tion that he had been insulted by two young 
marine officers, one of whom was itamed Me-, 
Knight, he concluded,-

" It is enough for me to state that the independ­
ence of the Legislature has been attacked, the ma.­
jesty of, the people, of which you are the principal 
representative, insulted, and your authority con­
temned. In their name I demand that a provision 
commensurate with the evil be made, and which will 
be calculated to deter others from any future attempt 
to introduce the reign of terror into our country." 

To this wonderful piece of bombast the Presi­
dent made no reply, but inclosed it in a very 
brief message to the House of Representatives 
as relating to a matter of privilege" which, in 
my opinion, ought to be inquired into in the 
House itself, if anywhere." "I have thought 

. proper to submit the whole letter and its ten­
dencies to your consideration, without any other 
comments on its matter or style." The message 

,concluded by announcing that an, investigation 
had been ordered. 

This reference to the House was very dis-
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tasteful to Randolph, and when a committee 
of investigation was appointed he hesitated to 
appear before it. He was still more annoyed 
when the committee made its report, which con-

. tained a sharp censure on himself for "deviat­
ing from the forms of decorum customary in 
official comll~unication8to the chief magistrate," 
and for demanding redress from the Exeoutive 
in a. matter which respected the privileges of 
the House, thereby derogating from the rights 
of that body. In vain Randolph protested that 
he had not written" Legislature," but" Legis­
lator;" in vain he disavowed the idea that a 
breach of privilege had taken place, and de­
clared that he had addressed the President only 
in his military capacity; the majority had him 
in a position where the temptation to punish 
was irresistible, and he was forced to endure 
the stripes. 

Even Mr. Gallatin's skillful defense of him 
was a little equivocal. "As I do not feel my-. 
self possessed of sufficient courage," said he, 
" to support the character of a reformer of re­
ceived customs, I shall not, when they are only 
absurd but harmless, pretend to deviate from 
them, and I do not mean to change my manner 
in order to assume that used by the gentleman; 
but he certainly has a right to do it if he thinks 
proper." One can hardly doubt that the expe-
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rience of being insulted in public, and censured 
. for it by Congress, though somewhat sharp, did 

Randolph good. He was more cautious for a 
long time afterwards; talked less about raga­
muffins and hirelings; went less out of his way 
to challenge attention; and was more amenable 
to good advice. Indeed, it might be supposed 
from the index to the reported debates that he 
did not again open his mouth before the adjourn­
ment; but, on the other hand, he has himself 
said that the best speech he ever made was on 
the subject of the Connecticut Reserve at this 
session, and the record shows that on April 4, 
1800, he did speak on this subject, although his 
remarks were not reported. In fact, he took an 
active share in the public business. 

His spirits seem to have been much depressed. 
"I too am wretched," he wrote to -his friend 
Bryan, in the course of the winter. He says 
that he meditated resigning his seat and going 
to Europe. He seems to have been suffering 
under a complication of trials, the mystery of 
which his biographers had best not attempt to 
penetrate; for his wails of despair, sometimes 
genuine, but oftener the effect of an uncontrolled 
temperament, tell nothing more than that he 
was morbid and nervous. " My character, like 
many other sublunary things, hath lately under­
gone an almost total revolution." No such 
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change is apparent, but possibly he was really 
suffering under some mental distress. There is 
talk even of a love affair, but it is .very certain 
that no affair of the heart had at any time a. 
Berious influence ov~r his life. 

Nothing, however, is more remarkable than 
the solemnity with which he regarded himself. 
It is curiouS that a man so quick in seeing the 
weakness of others, and in later life so admira­
bly terse in diction and ideas, should have been 
able to see nothing preposterous in his own mag­
niloquence, or could have gravely written a 
letter such as that to the President; but he was 
writing in a similar vein to his only very inti­
mate friend, Bryan, telling him that" the eagle 
eye of friendship finds no difficulty in piercing 
the veil which shrouds ;you;" that "you seek 
in vain to fly from misery; it will accompany 
you; it will rankle in that heart in whose cruel 
wounds it rejoices to dwell." This was not the 
tone of Lis friend, for Bryan had used language 
which, if profane, was at least natural, and had 
only said that he "was in a hell of a taking for 
two or three days," on account of a love affair, 
and was going to Europe in consequence. Bom­
bast, however, was a fault of the young Virginian 
school. Johu Thompson, one of Randolph's 
intimates, the author of Gracchus, Cassius, Cur­
tius, and Heaven knows how many more claP 
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sica! effusions, wrote in the same stilted and 
pseudo-Ciceronian sentences. This young man 
died in 1799, only twenty-three years old; his 

. brother William was another of Randolph's 
friends, and not a very safe one, for his habits 
were bad even at twenty, and grew worse as he 
went on. All these young men seem to have 
lived on mock heroics. John Thompson, writ­
ing to his brother in 1799, mentions that Ran­
dolph is running for Congress: "He is a bril­
liant and noble young man. He will be an 
object of admiration and terror to the enemies 
of liberty." William Thompson was, if possible, 
still more in the clouds than his brother John; 
his nonsense was something never imagined out 
of a stage drama of Kotzebue. "Often do I ex­
claim, Would that you and Iwere cast on some 
desert island, there to live out the remainder of 
our days unpolluted by the communication with 
man I " In politics, in love, in friendship, all 
was equally classic; every boyish scrape was a 
Greek tragedy, and every stump speech a terror 
to the enemies of liberty. To treat such effu­
sions in boys of twenty as serious is out of the 
question, even though their ringleader was a 
member of Congress; but they are interesting, 
because they show how solemnly these young 
reformers of 1800 believed in themselves and in 
~eir reforms. The world's great age had for 
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them begun anew, and the golden years returned. 
They were real Gracchi, Curtii, Cassii. 

His little collision with the President, there­
fore, was calculated to do Randolph good. He 
had come to Washington a devoted admirer of 
the first Pitt, hoping, perhaps, to imitate that 
terrible comet of horse, and, unless likenesses 
are very deceptive, he studied, too, the tone and 
temper of the younger Pitt, the great orator of 
the day, who had been prime minister at twenty­
five, and was still ruling the House of Com­
mons, as Randolph aspired to rule the House of 
Representatives. The sharp check received at 
the outset was a corrective to these ideas; it 
made him no less ambitious to command, but it 
taught him to curb his temper, to bide his time, 
and not expose himself to ridicule. 



CHAPTER ill 

IN IiARNEss 

IN the autumn of 1800 the presidential elec­
tion took place, which overthrew the federalist 
sway, and brought the republican party into 
power. As every reader knows, Jeffersou and 
Burr received an equal number of electoral 
votes, a. result which, under the Constitution as 
it then stood, threw the choice into the House 
of Representatives, where the vote must be 
taken by States. This business absorbed atten­
tion and left little opening for members to put 

. themselves forward in debate. Randolph, like 
the rest, could only watch eagerly and write 
letters, two of which, addressed to Joseph H. 
Nicholson, then for a few days absent from his 
seat, are curious as showing his state of mind 
towards Mr. Jefferson, the idol of his party. 
The first letter is dated December 17, 1800:-

. "There is not a shadow of doubt that the vote will 
be equal between them [Jefferson and Burr], and if 
we suffer -ourselves to be bullied by the aristocratS 
they will defeat the election. The only mode for us 
to adopt is to offer them choice of the men, and see 
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on which hom of the dilemma they will chose to hang 
themselvea. • • • I need not say how much I would 
prefer Jefferson to Burr J but I am not like some of 
our party, who are lUI much devoted to him lUI the 
feds were to General Washington. I am not a 11U)1I,o 

archist in aoy 88ose." 

These ideas seem to have startled Nicholson, 
who replied with a remonstrance, while in the 
mean time public opinion in Washington quickly 
decided that Jefferson alone could be accepted 
as the republican candidate. On January 1, 
1801, a fortnight later, Randolph wrote with a 
considerable change of tone:-

"I have very obscurely expressed, or you have 
misconceived, my mealling, if you infer from either 
of my letters that the election, whether of J. or B., 
to the presidency is in my estimation a. matter of 
indifference." 

Then, after explaining that the will of the 
people would in any case decide his conduct and 
preferences, he continued:-

" 'T is true that I have observed, with a disgust 
wbich I have been at no pains to con~eal, a spirit of 
personal attachment evinced by some of the support­
ers of Mr. J., whose republicanism has not been the 
most uoequivocal. There are men who do right from 
wrong motives, if iodeed it can be morally right to 
act with evil views. There are those men who sup­
port republicans from mon~hical principles; and if 



50 JOHN RANDOLPH 

the head of that very great and truly good man can 
be turned by adulatory nonsense, they will endeavor 
to persuade him that our salvation depends on an in­
dividual. This is the essen1:e of monarchy, and with 
this doctrine I have been, am, and ever will be, at 
issue." 

This was sound doctrine for a man of the 
people, who held no office and had no object in 
politics beyond the public good; but in a man 
himself 'aspiring to rival the demi-god, and who 
instinctively disliked what other men adored, it 
was open to misinterpretation. Mr. Jefferson 
was quick-no man was quicker-to feel a 
breath of coldness in his supporters. What 
would he -have thought had Nicholson shown 
him these letters? 

For the present Randolph's independence 
roused no ill-feeling or suspicion. Mr. Jefferson 
'got his election by the withdrawal of federalist 
votes. The session passed without bringing to 
Randolph any special opportunity for distin­
guishing himself; and on March 4, 1801, the 
new. administration was organized. In every 
way it was favorable to Randolph's ambition. 
The President was a Virginian and a blood 
relation, although perhaps not on that account 
dearer to Randolph's affections; the Secretary 
of State was a Virginian; and, still better, the 
appointment of Gallatin as Secretary of the 
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Treasury removed from the House its oldest and 
ablest leader. 

The Bummer of 18~1 was passed quietly at 
Bizarre, while Mr. Jefferson was getting his new 
administration into order, and preparing a series 
of measures intended to purify the Constitution' 
and restore the States to their proper functions. 
On July 18, 1801, Randolph writes thus. to his 
friend Nicholson: -

"If you are not surfeited with politics, I am. I 
shall therefore say but a word on that subject, to teU 
you that in this quarter we think that the great work 
is only begun, and that without a substantial ref 07'71/, 

we shall have little reason to congratulate ourselves 
on the mere change of men. Indep~dent of its 
precariousness, we disdain to hold our privileges by 
80 base a tenure. We challenge them as of right, 
and will not have them depend on the complexion of 
an individual. The objects of this reform will at· 
once suggest themselves to you." 

In other words, if Mr. Jefferson did not prove 
reformer enough, Randolph would do his own 
reforming, and wished for Nicholson's help. 
Here already is the germ of his future develop­
ment and the clue to his erratic. career. The 
writer goes on : -

"It is no exaggeration when I teU you that there 
is more of politics in the preceding page than I have 
thought, spoken, or written since I saw you. During 
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this period I have been closely engaged in my own 
affairs, which afford very little of satisfaction or 
amusement." 

He had passed the last session in the same 
.house with the Nicholsons, and wished to do so 
again:-

"Do exert yourself and procure lodgings for us 
both in time. I shall want stabling for two horses, 
and a carriage house. • • • By Christmas I expect 
the leeches of Washington, having disgorged much of 
their last winter's prey, will be pretty sharp set. On 
making up my accounts I find that, independent of 
the unlucky adventure of my pocket-book, I have 

. had the honor of expending in the service of· the 
United States nearly $1,000, exclusive of their com­
pensation. Suchanothe~ blood-letting, in addition to 
the expensive tour which I undertake to-morrow [to 
the warm springs] and the fall of produce, will be 
too much for my feeble frame to endure. I therefore 
wish to lay aside the character of John Bnll for a 
time at least; and, although I will not live in a sty, 
wish you to have some eye to economy in the arrange­
ment above mentioned. 'T is the order of the day, 
you know." 

And finally comes a significant little postscript: 
.. What think you o~ the New Jersey super­
visor? " The New Jersey supervisor was James 
Linn, a member of the last Congress, whose 
doubtful vote decided the State of New Jersey 
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for Jefferson. and who now received his reward 
in the profitable office of supervisor. . Randolph 
seems to have questioned the perfect disinterest­
edness of the transaction on either side. 

This glimpse of his private life shows the 
spirit in which he took up his new responsi­
bilities. He prided himself on independence. 
These old republicans of the South, Giles, 
Macon, Nicholson. Randolph, and their friends, 
always asserted their right to judge party mea­
sures by their private standard, and to vote as 
they pleased; nor was this right a mere theory, 
for they exercised it freely. and sometimes 
fatally, to their party interests. Whether they 
were wise or foolish statesmen, the difference 
between them and others was simply in this 
pride. or. as some may call it, self-respect, which 
made them despise with caustic contempt poli­
ticians who obeyed party orders and surrendered 
their consciences to a caucus. Even in 1801 
Randolph would probably have horsewhipped 
any man who dared tell him he must obey his 
party, but the whip itself would not have ex­
pressed half the bitter contempt his heart felt 
for so mean Ii wretch. To be jealous of execu­
tiveinHuence and patronage was the duty of a 
true republican. and to wear the livery of a su­
perior was his abhorrence. Randolph, from the 
first, was jealous of Mr. Jefferson. Whether 
he was right or wrong is the riddle of his life. 
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When Congress met, December 7,1801, the 
House chose Nathaniel Macon for its Speaker. 
Honest, simple-minded, ignorant asa North 
Carolinian planter in those days was expected 
to be, and pure as any Cincinnatus ever bred 
by Rome, Macon was dazzled and bewitched by 
the charm of Randolph's manner, mind, and 
ambition. Few southern men could ever resist 

.Randolph's caresses when he chose to caress, 
and the men who followed him most faith­
fully and believed in . him to the last were 
the most high-minded and unselfish of south­
erners. Macon was already on his knees to 
him as before an Apollo, and in spite of innu­
merable rude shocks the honest North Caro­
linian never quite freed himself from the 
strange fascination of this young Virginian 
Brutus, with eyes that pierced and voice that 
rang like the vibration of glass, and with the 
pride of twenty kings to back his more than 
Roman virtue.· This conception of Randolph's 
character may have shown want of -experience, 
but perhaps Macon had, among his simple theo-

. ries, no stronger conviction than that Randolph 
was, what he himself was not, a true man of 
the world. At all events, the Speaker instantly 
made his youthful idol chairman of the Ways 
and Means Committee and leader of the House. 
Thus, from the start, Randolph was put in the 
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direct line of promotion to the Cabinet and the 
presidency. During the whole of Mr. Jeffer­
son's first administration, from 1801 to 1805, 
he was on trial, like a colt in training. Long 
afterwards Mr. Gallatin, in one of his private 
letters, ran over the list of candidates for 
honors, favored by the triumvirate of Jefferson, 
Madison, and himself: "During the . twelve 
years I was at the Treasury I was anxiously 
looking for some man that could fill my place 
there and in the general direction of the 
national concerns; for one, indeed, that could 
replace Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Madison, and my­
self. Breckenridge of Kentucky only appeared 
and died; the eccentricities and temper of 
J. Randolph soon destroyed his influence;" so 
that Mr. William H. Crawford of Georgia. 
became at last the residuum of six great repu­
tations. 

Randolph began, like Breckenridge, with 
marked. superiority of will, as well as of tal­
ents,and ruled over the House with a hand 
so heavy that William Pitt might have envied 
him. Even Mr. Jefferson in the White House, 
wielding an influence little short of despotic, 
did not venture to put on, like Randolph, the 
manners of a despot. Outside the House, how­
ever, his authority did not extend. In the 
Cabinet and in the Senate other men over-
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shadowed him, -and some dramatic climax could 
hardly fail to spring from this conflict of 
forces. The story of Randolph's career as a 
party leader marks an epoch; round it cluster 
more serious difficulties, doubts, prQblems, para­
doxes, more disputes as to fact and theory, more 
contradictions in the estimate to be put on men 
called great, than are to be found in any other 
part of our history. Elsewhere- it is not hard 
for the - student to find a clue to right and 
wrong; to take sides, and mete out some mea­
sure of justice with some degree of confidence; 
but in regard to John Randolph's extraordinary 
career from 1800 to 1806 it is more than likely 
that no two historians will ever agree. 

From the moment of his first appearance in 
Congress, Randolph claimed and received recog­
nition as a representative of the extreme school 
of Virginian republicans, whose political creed 
was expressed by the Resolutions of 1798. 
Dread of the Executive, of corruption and 
patronage, of usurpations by the central gov­
ernment; dread of the Judiciary as an invari­
able servant to despotism; dread of nation31 
sovereignty altogether, were the dogmas of this 
creed. All these men foresaw what the people 
of America would be obliged to meet; they 
were firmly convinced that the central govern­
ment, intended to be the people's creature and 
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servant, woula one day make itseH the people's 
master, and, interpreting its own powers without 
asking permission, would become extravagant, 
corrupt, despotic. Accordingly they set them­
selves to the· task of correcting past mistakes, 
and of establishing a new line of precedents 
to fix the character of future politics. Every 
branch of the government except the Judiciary 
was in their hands. Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Madi­
son, and Mr. Gallatin were their greatest lead­
ers; Macon, the Speaker, was heart and soul 
with them; Joseph H. Nicholson and Randolph 
were Macon's closest friends, and by these 
three men the· House of Representatives was 
ruled. U any government could be saved, this 
was it. 

No one can deny the ability with which Mr. 
Jefferson's first administration began its career, 
or the brilliant success which it won. During 
twelve years of opposition the party had ham~ 
mered out a. scheme of government, forging it, 
so to speak, on the anvil of federalism, so as to 
be federalism precisely reversed. The constitu­
tion of the republican party was the federalists' 
constitution read baCkwards, like a medimval 
invocation of the devil; and this was in many 
respects and for ordinary times the best and 
safest way of reading it, although followed for· 
only a few years by its inventors, and then 
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going out of fashion, never again to be heard of 
except as mere party shibboleth, not seriously 
intended, even by its loudest champions, but 
strong for them to conjure with among honest 
and earnest citizens. In 1801, however, the 
party w~ itself in earnest. Mr. Jefferson and 
his Virginian followers thoroughly believed 
themselves to have founded a new system of 
polity. Never did any party or any adminis­
tration in our country begin a career of power 
with such entire confidence that a new era of 
civilization and liberty had dawned on earth. 
If Mr. J effel'son did not rank among his follow­
ers as one of the greatest lawgivers recorded in 
history, a resplendent figure seated by the side 

. of Moses and Solon, of Justinian and Charle­
magne, the tone of the time ·much belies them. 
In his mind, what had gone before was mon­
archism; what came after was alone true repub­
licanism. However absurdly this doctrine may 
have sounded to no~thern ears, and to men who 
knew the relative character of New England 
and Virginia, the still greater absurdities of 
leading federalists lent some color of truth to 
it; and there can be no doubt that Mr. Jeffer­
son, by his very freedom from theological pre­
judices and from Calvinistic· doctl'ines, was a 
sounder democrat than any orthodox New Eng­
lander could ever hope to be. Thus it was that 
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he took into his hand the federalists' constitu­
tion, and set himself to the task of stripping 
away its monarchical excrescences, and restoring 
its true republican outlines; but its one serious 
excrescence, the only one which was essentially 
and dangerously monarchical, he could not, or 
would not, touch; it was his own office, - th"e 
executive power. 

When Randolph spoke of a "'"substantial 
reform," he meant that he wanted .something 
radical, something more than a mere change of 
offic~holders. The federalists had built up the 
nation at the expense of the States; their work 
must be undone. 'When he returned to Wash­
ington he found what it was that the President 
and the party proposed to do by way of restoring 
purity to the system. In the executive depart­
ment, forms were to be renounced; patronage 
cut down; influence diminished; the army and 

• navy reduced to a police force; internal taxes 
abandoned; the debt paid, and its centralizing 
influence removed from the body politic; nay, 
even the mint abolished as a useless expense, 
and foreign coins to be used in preference to 
those of the nation, since eveu a copper cent, 
the only national coin then in" common use, was 
a daily and irritating assertion of national over 
state sovereignty. In the legislative depart;.. 
ment there coUld be little change except in sen-
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timent, and in their earnest wish to. heal the 
wo.unds that the CDnstitutiDn had suffered; but 
in the Judiciary I-there was the rub I 

The test o.f the party pDlicy lay here. All 
these JeffersDnian refDrms, payment Df debt, 
reductiDn Df patrDnage, abandDnment Df eti­
quette, preference Df Spanish dDllars, tDuched 
Dnly the surface o.f things.. The executive 
pDwer was still there, thDugh it might nDt be so. 
visible; the legislative pDwer was also. there, 
dangerDus as ever even by its very acts Df re­
fDrm; while, to eXDrcise these demDns effectu­
ally, it was necessary to. alter the CDnstitutiDn 
itself, which neither Mr. JeffersDn nDr his party 
dared to. do.. There was sDmething not merely 
ridiculDus, but cDntemptible, in abDlishing the 
President's receptiDns and stDpping the cDinage 
Df cents, while that terrible clause was left in 
the CDnstitutiDn which enabled CDngress to. 
make all laws it might chDDse to. think" neces­
sary and prDper" to. carry o.ut its o.wn pDwers 
and prDvide fDr the general welfare; Dr while 
the Judiciary StDDd ready at any mo.ment to in­
terpret that clause as it pleased. 

Certainly RandDlph's o.wn wishes wo.uld have 
favDred a thDrDugh revisiDn Df the Co.nstitutiDn 
and the laws; he knew where the radical danger 
lay, andwDuld have suppDrted with his usual 
energy any radical measures Df refDrm, but it 
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was not upon him that responsibility rested. 
The President and the Cabinet shrank from 
strong measures, and the northern democrats 
were not to be relied upon for their support. 
Moreover, the Senate was still narrowly divided, 
and the federalists were not only strong in num­
bers, but in ability. Perhaps, however, the real 
reason for following a moderate course lay 
deeper than any mere question ot majorities. 
The republican party in 1801 would not touch 
the true sources of political danger, the execu­
tive and legislative powers, because they them­
selves now controlled these powers, and they 
honestly thought that, so long as this was the 
case, states' rights and private liberties were 
safe. The Judiciary, however, was not within 
their control, but was wholly federalist, and 
likely for many years to remain so, - a fortress 
of centralization, a standing threat to states' 
rights. The late administration had in its last 
moments, after the election of Mr. Jefferson, 
taken a series of measures meant not only to 
rivet its own hold over the Judiciary, but to 
widen and strengthen the influence of national 
at the expense of state courts by reconstructing 
the judiciary system, reducing to five the num­
ber of judges on the supreme bench, and in­
creasing the district courts to twenty-three, thus 
creating as many new judges. This done, the 
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late President filled up these offices with feder­
alists; the Senate c~nfirmed his appointments; 
and, to crown all, the President appointed and 
the Senate confirmed the ablest of the Virginian 
federalists, the Secretary of State, John Mar­
shall, as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 

The new President was furious at this ma­
meuvre, and to the last day of his life never 
spoke of what he called the" midnight appoint­
ments" without an unusual display of temper, 
although it is not clear that a midnight appoint­
ment is worse than a midday appointment, or 
that the federalists were bound to please a Pre­
sident who came into office solely to undo their 
work. The real cause of Mr. Jefferson's anger, 
and its excuse, lay beneath the matter of patron. 
age, in the fact that the Judiciary thus estab­
lished was a. serious if not fatal obstacle to his 
own success; for until the fountain of justice 
should be purified the stream of constitutional 
law could not run pure, the necessary legal pre­
cedents could not be established, the States 
could not be safe from encroachments, or the 
President himself from constant insult. 

Thus it was that the most serious question 
for the new President and his party regarded 
the Judiciary, and this' question of the Judi­
ciary was that which Congress undertook to 
settle. Randolph, and men of his reckless na-
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ture, seeing clearly that Chief Justice Marshall 
and the Supreme Court, backed by the array of 
circuit and district judges, could always cJver­
tum republican principles and strict construc­
tion faster than Congress and the President 
could" set them up, saw with the same clearness 
that an entire reform of the Judiciary and its 
adhesion to the popular will were necessary, 
since otherwise the gross absurdity would follow 
that four fifths of the people and of the States, 
both Houses of Congress, the Executive, and 
the state Judiciaries might go on forever declar­
ing and maintaining that the central govem­
ment had not the right to interpret its own 
powers, while John Marshall and three or four 
old federalists on the supreme bench proved the 
contrary by interpreting those powers as they 
liked, and by making their interpretation law. 
Randolph and his friends, therefore, wished to 
reconstruct the Judiciary throughout, and to 
secure an ascendency over the courts of law, but 
the northem democrats dreaded nothing more 
llian the charge of revolutionary and violent 
attacks on the Constitution; the President and 
Cabinet gave no encouragement to hasty and 
intemperate measures ;·all the wise heads of the 
party advised that Chief Justice Marshall and 
the Supreme Court should be left to" the influ­
ance of time; and that Congress should be con-
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tent with abolishing the new circuit system of 
the federalists, and with getting rid of the new 
judges. 

On January 4, 1802, Randolph moved for an 
inquiry into the condition of the judiciary estab­
lishment, and the motion was referred to a 
committee of .which his friend Nicholson was 
chairman. Pending their report, a bill came 
down from the Senate by which the Judiciary 
Act of 1800 was repealed. The debate which 
now ensued in the House was long and discur­
sive.. The federalists naturally declared that 
this repealing act put an end forever to the 
independence of the Judiciary, and that it was 
intended to do so; they declaimed against its 
constitutionality; ransacked history and law to 
prove their positions, and ended by declaring, 
as they had declared with the utmost simplicity 
of faith on every possible occasion for ten years 
past: "Weare standing on the brink of that 
revolutionary torrent which deluged in blood 
one of the fairest countries in Europe." Yet 
the Repealing Act was in fact not revoluti,?n, 
but concession; overthrowing a mere outer line 
of defense, it left the citadel intact, and gav~ a 
tacit pledge that the federalist supreme bench 
should not he disturbed, at least for the present. 
'Vhen it is considered that Chief Justice Mar­
shall, in the course of his long judicial c,areer, 



IN HARNESS 65 

rooted out Mr. Jefferson's system of polity more 
effectually thatl all the Presidents and all the 
Congresses that ever existed, and that the Su-

. preme Court not only made war on states' 
rights, but supported with surprising unanimity 
every political and constitutional innovation on 
the part of Congress and the Executive, it can 
only be a matter of wonder that Mr. Jefferson's 
party, knowing well the danger, and aware that 
their Ii ves and fortunes depended, or might 
probably depend, on their action at this point, 
should have let Chief Justice Marshall slip 
through their fingers. To remodel the whole 
bench might have been revolution, but not to 
remodel it was to insure the failure of their 
aim. 

The republican!, were over-confident in their 
own strength and in the permanence of their 
principles; they had in fact hoodwinked them­
selves, and Mr. Jefferson and John Randolph 
were responsible for their trouble. The party 
had really fought against the danger of an over­
grown governmental machine, but Mr. Jeffer­
son and John Randolph had told them they 
wtlre fighting against monarchy. Setting np, 
to excite themselves, a scarecrow with a. crown 
upon its head, they called it King :Tohn l., and 
then, with shouts of delight, told it to go back 
to Braintree. The scarecrow vanished at their 
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word, and they thought their battle won. Ran­
dolph saw from time to time that, so far as 
there had been any monarchy in question, the 
only difference was that Thomas Jefferson in­
stead of John Adams wore the shadow of a 
crown, but .even Randolph had not the perspi­
cacity or the courage to face the whole truth, 
and to strike at the very tangible power which 
stood behind this imaginary throne. He, like 
all the rest, was willing to be silent now that 
his people were masters; he turned away from 
the self-defined, sovereign authority which was. 
to grind his" country," as he'called Virginia, 
into the dust; he had, it may be, fixed his eyes 
somewhat too keenly on that phantom crown, 
and. in imagination was wearing it himself,­
King John II. 

The debate on the Judiciary in the session of 
1801-2 lacks paramount interest because the 
states'-rights republicans, being now in power, 
were afraid of laying weight on their own princi­
ple, although there was then no taint of slavery 
or rebellion about it, and although it was a 
principle of which any man, who honestly be­
lieved in it, must be proud. On the day wUn 
Randolph moved his inquiry, Mr. Bayard of 
Delaware, in debating the new apportionment 
bill, had proposed to make 30,000 instead of 
33,000 the ratio of representation, and had 
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given as his reason the belief that an addition 
of ten members to the House would do more 
than an army of 10,000 men to increase its 
energy, and to give power by giving popularity 
to the government. Randolph sprang to his 
feet as Bayard sat down, and burst into a strong 
states' -rights speech; yet even then, speaking 
on the spur of his feelings, he was afraid to say 
what was in his mind, - that the powers of 
government were already too strong, and needed 
to be diminished. "Without entering into the 
question whether the power devolved on the 
general government by the Constitution exceeds 
that measure which. in its formation I would 
have been willing to bestow, I have no hesitation 
in declaring that it does not fall short of it; 
that I dread its extension, by whAtever means, 
and shall always oppose measures whose object 
or tendency is to effect it." Throughout the 
speech he stood on .the defensive; he evaded the 
challenge that Bayard threw down. 

The same caution was repeated in the judi­
ciary debate, where there was still less excuse 
for timidity. The bill could be defended only 
on the ground that the new Judiciary had been 
intended to strengthen the national at the ex­
pense of the state courts; and that the principle 
of limited powers could only be maintained by 
fostering the energies of the States, and esps-
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cially of the state Judiciaries, and by protecting 
them from the interference of the general gov­
ernment. Randolph showed himself afraid of 
this reasoning; his party dreaded it; the Presi­
dent discouraged it; and the federalists would 
have been delighted to call it out. When, on 
February 20,1802, Bayard concluded his long 
judiciary speech, Randolph again rose to answer 
him, and again took the defensive. In an in­
genious and vigorous argument, as nearly states­
manlike as any he ever made, he defended the 
repeal as constitutional, and certainly with suc­
cess. H;e conceded a great deal to the opposition. 
" I am free to declare that, if the intent of this 
bill is to get rid of the judges, it is a perversion 
of :your power to a base purpose; it is an un­
constitutional act. The quo (lnimo determines 
.the nature of this act, as it determines the 
innocence or guilt of other acts." What, then, 
was the quo animo, the intent, which constrained 
him to this repeal? Surely this was the moment 
for laying down those broad and permanent 
principles which the national legislature ought 
in future to observe in dealing with extensions 
of the central power; now, if ever, Randolph 
should have risen to the height of that really 
great argument which alone justifies his exist­
ence or perpetuates his memory as a statesman. 
What was his "substantial reform"? What 



IN HARNiSS 69 

were its principles? What its limits? "If you 
are precluded from passing this law lest depraved 
men make it a precedent to destroy the inde­
pendence of your Judiciary, do you not concede 
that a desperate faction, finding thf}mselves 
about to be dismissed from the confidence of 
their country, may pervert the power of erecting 
courts, to provide to an extent for their adher­
ents and themselves?" " We assert that we 
are not clothed with the tremendous power of 
erecting, in defiance of the whole spirit and 
express letter of the Constitution, a vast judicial 
aristocracy over the heads of our fellow-citizens, 
on whose labor it is to prey." "It is not on 
account of the paltry eXPElnse of the new estab­
lishment that I wish to put it down. No, sir! 
It is to give the death-blow to the pretension of 
rendering the Judiciary an hospital for decayed 
politicians; to prevent the state courts from be­
ing engulfed by those of the Union; to destroy 
the monstrous ambition of arrogating to this 
House the right of evading all the prohibitions 
of the Constitution, and holding the nation at 
bay." 

That is all I Just enough to betray his 
purpose without justifying it; to show temper 
without proving courage or forethought! This 
was not the way in which Gallatin and Madison 
had led their side of the House. Take it as one 



70 JOHN RANDOLPH 

will, all this talk about "judicial aristocracy" 
preying on labor, these sneers at "decayed poli­
ticians," was poor stuff. Worse than this: 
without a thorough justification in principle, the 
repeal itself was a blow at the very dectrine of 
strict construction, since it strained the pOwers 
of Congress by a dangerous precedent, without 
touching the power of the Judiciary; it was the 
first of many instances in which Mr. Jefferson's 
administration unintentionally enlarged and ex­
aggerated the powers of the general government 
in one or another of its branches. 

By way of conclusion to a speech which, as 
Randolph must have felt, was neither candid nor 
convincing, he made a remark which showed 
that he was still jealous of executive influence, 
and that he wished to act -honestly, even where 
his own party was concerned, in proving his 
good faith. Mr. Bayard twitted him with being 
a mere tool of Mr. Jefferson, and the sneer 
rankled. "If the· gentleman is now anxious to 
protect the independence of this and the other 
House of Congress against executive influence, 
regardless of his motives, I pledge myself to 
support any measure which he may bring for­
ward for that purpose, and I believe I may 
venture to pledge everyone of my friends." 
Whether Mr. Jefferson would be Battered by 
this hint that his finger was too active in legis-
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lation seems to have been a matter about which 
Randolph was indifferent. 

The Judiciary Bill, however, was not Ran­
dolph's work, but was rather imposed upon him 
by·the party. His· speech showed that he was 
in harnesa, nuder strict discipline, and rather 
anxious to disguise the full strength of his 
opinions than to lay down any party doctrine. 
The bill passed the house by a large majority 
and became law, while the practical work of 
the Ways and Means Committee fell to Ran­
dolph's special care, and proved serious enough 
to prevent his eccentric mind from worrying 
about possible evils in a distant future. He 
was obliged to master Gallatin's financial 
scheme j to explain and defend his economies, 
the abolition of taxes, and operations in ex­
change,-details of financial legislation which 
were as foreign to Randolph's taste and habits 
of iillnd as they. were natural to Gallatin. This 
was the tru~ limit of his responsibility, and 
there is nothing to prove that he was otherwise 
consulted by the President or the Cabinet. 

The federalists, who were better men of busi-
. ness and mON formidable debaters than the 
republican majority, offered the nsual opposi­
tion and asked the ordinary troublesome ques­
tions. At this early day the rules of the House 
had not been altered; to stop debate by silen-
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cing the minority was impossible, and therefore 
Randolph and his friends undertook to stop 
debate by silencing themselves, answering no 
questions, listening to no criticisms, and voting 
solidly as the administration directed.. Such a 
policy has long since proved itself to be not 
only dangerous and dictatorial, but blundering, 
for it gives an irresistible advantage of sarcasm, 
irony, and argument to the minority, - an ad­
vantage which the federalists were quick to use. 
After a short trial the experiment was given up. 
The republicans resumed their tongues, a little 
mortified at the ridicule they had invited, and 
in future ·they preferred the more effective 
policy of gagging their opponents rather than 
themselves; but there remained the remarkable 
fact that this attempt to check waste of time 
was made under the leadership of John Ran­
dolph, who in later years wasted without the 
least compunction more public time than any 
public man of his day in discursive and unprofit­
able talk. The explanation is easy. In 1802 
Randolph and his party wished to prove their 
competence and to make a reputation as practi­
cal men of business; they frowned upon waste 
of time, and wanted the publio t<> understand 
that they were not to blame for it. Randolph 
set the example by speaking as little as possi­
ble, always to the point, and by indulging his 
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rebelliouS temper only so far as might safely 
be allowed; that is to say, in outblll'il:ts against 
the federalists alone. 

lIe gained ground at this session, and was a 
more important man in May, 1802, when he 
rode home to Bizarre, than in the previous au­
tumn when he left it. C~ngress had done good 
work under his direction. The internal taxes 
were abolished and half the government patron­
age cut off; the army and navy suffered what 
:Mr. Jefferson called a "chaste reformation;" 
the new federalist judiciary was swept away. 
It is true that, with all these reforms in detail, 
not one dangerous power had been expressly 
limited, nor had one word of the Constitution 
been altered or defined; no federalist prece­
dents, not even the Alien and Sedition laws, 
were branded as unconstitutional by either 
House of Congress or by the Executive. The 
governm~nt was reformed, as an army may be 
cut down, by dismissing half the rank and file 
and reducing the expenses, while leaving all its 
latent strength ready at any moment for recall­
ing the men and renewing the extravagance. 
There Js nothing to show that Randolph now 
saw or cared for this fact, although he after­
wards thought proper to throw upon others the 
responsibility for inaction. 



CHAPTER IV 

A CENTRALIZING STATESMAN 

AFTER the session closed, early in May, 1802, 
Randolph retired to Bizarre and remained there, 
undisturbed by politics, until called back to 
Washington by the meeting of Congress in 
December. In the interval events happened 
which threatened to upset all the theories of the 
new administration. Napoleon, having made 
peace with England, turned his attention to 
America, sending a hug~ armament to St. Do­
mingo to rescue that island from Toussaint and 
the blaCks, while at the same instant it was made 
known that he had recovered Louisiana from 
Spain, and was about to secure his "new posses-­
sion. Finally, at the close of the year, it was 
I!uddenly announced that the Spanish Intendant 
at New Orleans had put an end to the right of 
deposit in that city, recognized by the "Spanish 
treaty of 1795. The world naturally jumped 
to the conclusion that all these measures were 
parts of one great scheme, and that a war with " 
France was inevitable. 

Randolph's position was that of a mere 
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mouth-piece of the President, and Mr. Jefferson 
adopted a policy Dot without inconvenience to· 
subordinates. To foreign nations Mr. Jeffer­
son spoke in a very warlike tone; at home he 
ardently wished to soothe irritation, and to pre­
vent himself from being driven .into a war 
distasteful to him. For Mr. Jefferson to act 
this double part was not difficult; his nature 
was versatile, supple, gentle, and not conten­
tious; for Randolph to imitate him was not so 
easy, yet on Randolph the burden fell. He 
was commissioned by the government to manage 
the most delicate part of the whole business, the 
action of the House. It was Randolph who, on 
December 17, 1802, moved. for the Spanish 
papers; forced the House into secret committee, 
which he emphatically called "his offspring;" 
kept separate the public and the secret com. 
munications from the President; and held the 
party together on a peace policy which the 
western republicans did not like, in opposition 
to the federalists' war policy which many repub­
licans preferred. Unfortunately, the debates 
were mostly secret, and very little ever leaked 
out; this only is certain: the President sent to 
the House a public and cautious message, with 
'documents; Randolph carried the House into 
secret session to debate them; there some ad. 
ministration member, either Randolph or Nich. 
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olson, produced a resolution, drawn up by Mr • 
• Madison or by the ~resident himself, appropri­

ating two million dollars" to defray any ~xpenses 
which may be incurred in relation to the inter­
course between the United States and foreign 
nations;" .this resolution was referred to a 
committee, with Nicholson for chairman, who 
made a report explaining that the object of the 
appropriation was to purchase East and West 
Florida and New Orleans, in preference to mak­
ing war for them; and, on the strength of this 
secret report, the House voted the money. 

The public debate had been running on at 
intervals while these secret proceedings were in 
hand, but the rep<,>rts are singularly meagre and 
duiI. -It seems to have been Randolph's policy 
to hold his party together by keeping open the 
gap between them and the federalists, and these 
tactics were not only sound in party policy, but 
were suited to his temper and talents .. The 
federalists wanted war, not so much with Spain 
as with Napoleon. Kentucky and Tennessee 
wanted it; not because they cared for the fed. 
eralists' objects, but because they were more sure 
to get the mouth of the Mississippi by fighting 
than by temporizing. To prevent Kentucky 
and Tennessee from joining the opposition, it' 
was necessary to repel the federalists, and yet 
promise war to the western republicans in case 
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the proposed purchase should fail. No task 
could be more congenial to Randolph's mind 
than that of repelling insidious advances from 
federalists. He trounced them vigorously; 
showed that they had offered to sacrifice the 
navigation of the Mississippi some years before 
there had been a federalist party at all, or even 
a House of Representatives, and after proving 
their innate wickedness and the virtues of the 
party now in power, he concluded,-

" When an administration have formed the design 
of subverting the public liberties, of enriching them­
selves or their adherents out of the public purse, or 
of crushing an opposition beneath the strong hand 
of power, war has ever been the favorite ministerial 
specific. Hence have we seen men in power too 
generally inclined to hostile measures, and hence the 
opposition have been, as uniformly, the champions 
of peace, not choosing to nerve with new vigor, the 
natural consequence of war, hands on whose hearts or 
heads they were unwilling to bestow their confidence. 
Bnt how shall we account for the exception which is 
now exhibited to this hitherto received maxim? On 
the one part the solution is easy. An administration, . 
under which our country flourishes beyond all former 
example, with no sinister views, seeking to payoff the 
public incumbrances, to lessen the public burdens, and 

"to leave to each man the enjoyment of the fruits of 
his own labor, are therefore desirous of peace so long 
as it can be preserved consistently with the interests 
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and honor of the country. On the other hand, what 
do you see? Shall I say an opposition sickening at 
the sight of the public prosperity; seeking through 
war, confusion, and a consequent derangement of our 
finances, that aggrandizement which the public felicity 
must forever forbid? No, sir! My respect for this 
House and for those gentlemen forbids this declara.­
tion, whilst, at the same time, I am unable to account 
on any other principle for their conduct." 

In all this matter, so far as general policy 
was concerned, the administration bebaved dis­
creetly and well. No fault is to be found with 
Randolph, unless, perhaps, the usual one of 
temper. In every point of view, peace was the 
true policy; forbearance towards Spain proved 
to be the proper course; distrust of the federal­
ists was fully justified. There was no exag­
geration in the picture of public content which 
he drew, or in the rage with which the federal­
ists looked at it. The still unknown character 
of Napoleon Bonaparte was the only cloud in 
the political horizon; and until this developed 
itself there was no occasion for the President to 
hazard the success of his pacific policy. 

So far as Louisiana was concerned, Ran­
dolph's activity seems to have stopped here. 
Re did his part efficiently, and supported the 
administration even more steadily than usuaI. 
In the other work of the session, he was the 
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most active member of the House; all financial 
business came under his charge, while much 
that was not financial depended on his approval; 
in short, he with his friend Nicholson and the 
Speaker controlled legislation. 

It is not, however;always easy, or even pos­
sible, to see how far this influence went.- One 
biographer has said that at this session he spoke 
and voted for a bill to prevent the importation 
of slaves; but this was not the case. Some of 
the States, alarmed at the danger of being in­
undated with rebel negroes from St. Domingo 
and Guadaloupe, had passed laws to p~otect 
themselves, and, in order to make this legisla­
tion effective, a monstrous bill was reported by 
a committee of Congress, according to which no 
captain of a vessel could bring into the ports of 
any State 'which had passed these laws a. negro, 
mulatto, or person of color, under penalty of 
one thousand dollars for e~h. No negro or 
mulatto, slave or free, fresh from bloody St. 
Domingo or from the Guinea coast, whether 
born and edncated in Paris, a citizen of France, 
or a free citizen of the United States, a. soldier 
of the Revolution, could, under this bill, sail 
into any of these ports without subjecting the 
master of his vessel to a. fine of one thousand 
dollars. Even the coll~ctors of customs were 
directed to be governed by the laws of the 
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States. Such a measure excited opposition. 
Leading republicans from the North pointed 
out the unconstitutional and impossible nature 
of its provisions, and moved its recommitment. 
So far as Randolph is concerned, the report 
mentions him only as one of those who opposed 
recommitment, and insisted on the passage of 
the bill as it stood. The opposition carried its 
point; the bill was amended and passed on 
February 17, 1803. Randolph did not vote on 
its passage, although his name appears at the 
next division the same day. 

He seems to have been beaten again on the 
subject of the Mint, which he moved to abolish. 
Indeed, after making one strong effort to over­
come opposition to this measure, he was so de­
cidedly defeated that he' never touched the 
subject again, and ceased to sneer at the " in­
signiaof sovereignty." On the other hand, he 
carried, without serious opposition, the impor­
tant bill for establishing a fund for schools and 
roads out of the proceeds of land sales in the 
Northwestern territ~ry, and he shared with his 
friend, Nicholson, the burden of impeaching 
Judge Pickering, whose mental condition ren­
dered him incapable of sitting on the bench. 

With this impeachment, on March 4, 1803, 
the session closed. By the federalists, the at­
tack on Judge Pickering was taken as the first 
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of a series of impeachments, intended to revolu. 
tionize the political character of the courts, but 
there is nothing to prove that this was then the 
intent of the majority. The most obnoxious 
justice on the supreme bench was Samuel Chase 
of l\Iaryland, whose violence as a political parti. 
san had certainly exposed him to the danger of 
impeachment; but two years had now· passed 
without producing any sign of an intention to 
disturb him, and it might be supposed that the 
administration thus condoned his offenses. Un. 
luckily, Judge ChaSe had not the good taste or 
the judgment" to be quiet. He irritated his 
enemies by new indiscretions, and on May 13, 
1803, nearly three months after Pickering's im. 
peachment, Mr. Jefferson, in a letter to Joseph 
H. Nicholson, suggested that it would be well 
to take him in hand:-

" You must have heard of the extraordinary charge 
of Chase to the grand jury at Baltimore. Ought this 
seditious and official attack on the principles of our 
Constitu€i.on and on the proceedings of a State to go 
unpunished? And to' whom 80 pointedly as yourself 
will the public look for the necessary measures? I 
ask these questions for your consideration. As for 
myself, it is better that I should not interfere." 

Accordingly, Nicholson took up the matter. 
and consulted his frientis; ·among others Macon, 
the Speaker, who, in a letter dated August 6. 
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1803, expressed grave doubts whether the judge 
ought to be impeached for a charge to the grand 
jury, and his firm conviction that, if any attempt 
at impeachment should be made, Nicholson, at 
all events, ought not to be the leader. On this 
hint that no candidate for the judge's office 
should take the lead, Nicholson seems to have 
passed on to Randolph the charge he had re­
ceived from the President. 

As usual, Randolph passe,d his summer at 
Bizarre. Some of his letters at this period are 
preserved, but have no special interest, except 
for a single sentence in one addressed to Galla­
tin on June 4, which seems to prove that Ran­
dolph was not very' serious in his parade of 
devotion to peace. Monroe had been sent to 
France to negotiate for the purchase of New 
Orleans, while at home not only the press, but 
the President, in order to support his negotia­
tion, openly threatened war should he fail. 
Randolph said, -

" I think you wise men at th~ seat of government 
have much to answer for in respect to the temper . 
prevailing around you. By their fruit shall ye know 
them. Is there something more of system yet intro­
duced among you? Or are you still in chaos, with­
out form and void? Should you have leisure, give 
me a hint of the first news from Mr. Monroe. After 
all the vaporing, I have no expectation of a serious 
war. Tant pis pour n,oUS '" 
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"So muoh the worse for us!" This sounds 
little like his comments on' the war policy of 
the federalists. 

The criticism, too, on the want of system in 
the Cabinet reB.ected on Mr. Jefferson's want of 
method and grasp. The President, it seems, 
enforced no order in- his surroundings, but al­
lowed each cabinet officer to go his own gait, 
without consulting the rest. Apparently Gal­
latin shared this opinion, annoyed at his failure 
to get Mr. Jefferson's support in efforts t;o con­
trol waste in the navy. 

All this grumbling was idle talk. For this 
time, again, Mr. Jefferson's happy star shone so 
brightly that cavil and criticism were unnoticed. 
Little as Randolph was disposed to bow before 
that star, he could not help himself where such 
uninterrupted splendor dazzled all his friends. 
Within a month after this letter was written, 
the news arrived that Monroe had bought New 
Orleans; had bought the whole west bank of 
the Mississippi; had bought, Heaven only knew 
what I the whole continent! -excepting only 
West Florida, which had been the chief object 
of his mission. 

The effect of such extraordinary success was 
lDstantaneous. Opposition vanished. . The fed­
eralists kept up a sharp fusillade of slander and 
abuse, but lost ground every day, and :Mr. Jef-
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ferson stood at the flood-mark of his immense 
popularity and power, while Randolph shared 
in the prestige the administration had gained. 
His influence in the House became irresistible, 
and his temper more domineering than ever. 
In his district he had no rival; in the House 
he overrode resistance. The next session, of 
1803-4, was a long series of personal and party 
triumphs. 

In order to give the new treaty immediate 
effect, Congress was called for October 17, 
1803. Macon was again chosen Speaker; 
Randolph and Nicholson, at the head of the 
Ways and .Means, were reinforced by Cresar A. 
Rodney, who had defeated Bayard in Delaware. 
The· House plunged at once into the Louisiana 
business. Although the federalists were very 
imperfectly informed, they divined the two weak 
points of the treaty: for France had sold Loui­
siana without consulting Spain, although she was 
pledged not to alienate it at all, and could con­
vey no good title without Spain's assent; she 
had sold it, too, without defining its boundaries, 
and on this account Spain became again a party 
to the bargain. Spain had protested against the 
sale as invalid; it was to be expected that, even 
if she withdrew her protest against the sale, she 
would insist on defining the boundaries to suit 
herself. . The federalists naturally wanted to 
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know what Spain had to· say on the subject, and 
they moved for the papers.. The republica.ns 
were determined not to gratify them, and Ran­
dolph refused the papers. 

This was treading very closely in federalist 
footsteps, for few acts of the feder~sts had ex­
cited more criticism than their refusal of papers 
in the dispute over Jay's treaty. Randolph 
rejected the federalist doctrine that the House 
had nothing to do but to carry the treaty into 
effect, yet he followed it so closely in practice 
that his majority almost rebelled, and even 
Nicholson could not be induced to go with him. 
This, however, was not all. Only some four 
months before, he had written to Gallatin him­
self, the only consistent advocate of peace in 
the w\lole government, that it would be the 
worse for us if we had not a serious war. Like 
many if not most southern men, he wanted a 
war with Spain, and was pacified only by the 
assurance that Florida would certainly be ours 
without it. Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Monroe and Mr. Livingston, had all writ­
ten or said, more or less privately, that under 
the treaty a fair claim could be set up to West 
E10rida as having at one time been included in 
Louisiana. There was hardly a shadow of sub­
stance in this assumption, in itself an insult 
to Spain, put forward without the sanction ·of 
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France, and calculated to embarrass relations 
with hoth powers; yet Randolph, as though in 
order to force the hands of government, boldly 
stated this shadowy claim as an express title: 
" We hav.e not only obtained the command of 
the mouth of. the Mississippi, but of the Mobile, 
with its widely extended branches, and there is 
not now a single stream of note, rising within 
the United States and falling into the Gulf of 
Mexico, which is not entirely our own, the Apa­
lachicola e~c~pted." On the strength of this 
assertion; which he afterwards confessed to be 
unfounded, he reported a bill which authorized 
the President, whenever he should deem it expe­
dient, "to erect the shores, waters, and inlets of 
the bay and river of Mobile, and of the other 
rivers, creeks, inlets, and bays emptying· into 
the Gulf of Mexico east of the said river Mo­
bile," into a collection district of the United 
States, with ports of entry and with the neces­
sary officers .of revenue~ This bill passed 
through Congress and was signed by the Presi­
dent, although it actually annexed by statute 
the whole coast of Florida on the Gulf. As 
for Spain, Randolph ignored her existence; he 
considered her right of reclamation as not worth 
notice. Nothing could have tended more di­
rectly to bring on the war, which the act indi­
rectly authorized the President to begin. 
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Nevertheless, there was one point in this 
Louisiana business which Randolph, of all liv. 
ing men, was most certain to mark and expose. 
Mr. Jefferson had instantly seen it, and had 
lost no time in explaining it to his confidants. 
What effect would the acquisition and the mode 
of acquisition have upon states' rights and on 
the Constitution? No one could doubt the 
answer, for it was plain that the Louisiana pur­
chase, in every possible point of view, was fatal 
to states' rights. From the ground which Mi.-. 
Jefferson and his friends had consistently 
taken, the Constitution was a carefully consid· 
ered compact between certain Staf4ls, with a 
view to union for certain defined objects; any 
measure likely to alter the fixed relations and 
the established balances of the Constitution 
without an amendment required the consent of 
all the parties; it might even be argued, as 
Timothy Pickering actually did assert, that in 
an extreme case a State had the right to treat 
the Constitution as abrogated if the status were 
altered against her single will The Louisiana 
purchase was such an extreme case. No one 
doubted, and Randolph least of all, that it 
completely changed the conditions of the con· 
stitutional compact; rendering the nation, inde­
penilent of the States, master of an empire 
immen~ely greater than the States themselves j 
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pledging the nation in effect to the admission 
of indefinite new States; insuring an ultimate 
transfer of power from the old original parties 
in the compact to the new States, thus forced 
on their society; and foreboding the destruction 
of states' rights by securing a majority of States, 
without traditions, history, or character, the 
mere creatures of the general government, thou­
sands of miles from the old Union, inhabited in 
1803, so far as the territory was populated at 
all, only by Frenchmen, Spaniards, or Indians, 
and fitted by climate and conditions for a people 
different from that of the Atlantic seaboard. 
There was. indeed, no end to the list of in­
stances in which this purchase affected the 
original Union. No federalist measure had 
ever approached it in constitutional imp,?rtance. 
The whole list of questionable federalist prece­
dents was insignificant beside this one act. 

By what authority was the Union to put on 
this new character and to' accept this destiny, 
of which no man had an idea on July 3, 1803, 
and which was an accomplished fact on the next 
day? Who did it? It was the perfectly inde­
pendent act of President Jefferson and twenty­
six senators. This constitutional cataclysm was 
effected by the treaty-making power; Congress 
had not been otherwise consulted; the States 
had not been called upon in any other way to 
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assent; the central government, not the States, 
was party to the new contract. 

Mr. Jefferson; in this far-reaching action, 
scandalized even himself. .. The Executive," 
said he, "has done an act beyond the Constitu­
tion. The legislature must ratify it, and throw 
themselves on the country for an act of indem­
nity." He drew the necessary amendment to 
the Constitution, consulting his Cabinet, and 
getting official opinions; writing to his friends, 
and soon receiving lettel's in reply. Shocked to 
find that his party, perverte<l by the possession 
of power, would not hear of amending the Con­
stitution or seeking indemnity, he supplicated 
them to listen to him: "Our peculiar security 
is in the possession of a written Constitution. 
Let us not make it a blank paper. by construc­
tion." He said' that this new rule of construc­
tion abolished the Constitution. His supporters 
persisted in their own contrary opinion, and in 
the end he acquiesced. 

Randolph was probably the most thorough­
going states'-rights man in the republican party, 
for he had assailed Patrick Henry, and was one 
day to stand by Calhoun on this favorite creed. 
So extreme were his views that at a later period 

. he boasted of having never voted for the admis­
sion of any new State in:to the Union, riot even 
for that of Ohio in the session of 1802. Now 
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that the federalists were out of office, they too 
had become alive to the importance of this prin­
ciple, fo1', at bottom, Massachusetts was as jeal­
ous as Virginia of any' stretch of power likely to 
weaken her influence. The federalist lead~rs in 
Congress, accordingly, now attacked the admin­
istration for exceeding its powers, and Mr. Gris­
wold of New York, in a temperate and reasonable 
speech, took precisely the gr~und which. Mr. 
Jefferson had taken in his private letters, that 
the annexation of Louisiana and its inhabitants 
by treaty was a plain violation of the Constitu­
tion. Randolph replied, and the reply was a 
curious commentary on his past and future po­
liticallife. Not a word fell from his lips which 
could be construed· into a states' -rights senti­
ment. He ~ho had raged with the violence of 
a wild animal against the constitutional theories 
of Washington and John Adams did not whis­
per a remonstrance against this new assumption 
of power, which, according to Mr. Jefferson, 
made blank paper of the Constitution. He 
advanced an astonishing argument to show that 
a right to acquire territory must exist, because 

. the national boundaries in certain directions, 
under the treaty of 1783, were disputed or 
doubtful, and because the government had ob­
tained territory at Natchez and elsewhere.with­
out raising the question. The federalists, he. 
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said, had wanted to seize New Orleans by force, 
and were therefore estopped from reasoning 
that it could not be annexed by treaty. The 
conditions of acquisition, moreover, being a part 
of the price, were involved in the right to ao­
quire; for if the Constitution covered the right 
to purchase territory, it covered also the price 
to be paid for that territory, whether this in­
cluded the naturalization of the inhabitants or 
special privileges to foreign nations. Acting 
doubtless under the advice and instructions of 
Mr. Madison, he denied that there was any un­
constitutional stipulation in the treaty; he even 
denied that the pledge given in it, that "the 
inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be incor­
porated in the Union," meant that they should 
be incorporated into the Union of States, or that . 
the further pledge, .that they should be "ad­
mitted as soon as possible, according to the 
principles of the federal C~nstitution, to the 
enjoyment of all the rights, ad vantages, and 
immunities of citizens of the United States," 
meant that they were to enjoy any political . 
rights. . 

If this reasoning satisfied Randolph, it should 
certainly have pleased those who had labored 
for fifteen years, against the bitterest opposition 
from Randolph and his friends, to strengthen 
tbe national government; but how Mr. Ran-
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dolph, after making such an argument, could 
ever again claim credit as a champion of states' 
rig'hts is a question which he alone could answer. 
Under such. rules of construction, according to 
Mr. Jefferson's view, the President and two 
thirds of the senators might abolish the States 
themselves and make serfs of every Randolph 
in Virginia, as indeed, some sixty years after­
wards, was done. This is no captious criticism. 
Mr. Jefferson's language is emphatic. He de­
clared that this construction .. would make our 
powers boundless," and it did so. Randolph 
himself acknowledged his mistake. .. We were 
forewarned I" he cried in 1822. .. I for one, 
although forewarned, was not forearmed. If I 
had been, I have no hesitation in declaring that 
I would have said to the imperW Dejanira of 
modern times, 'Take back your fatal present I ' " 
From this moment it became folly to deny that 
the general government was the measure of its 
own powers, for Randolph's own act had changed 
theory into fact, and he could no more undo 
what he had done than he could stop the earth 
in its revolution. 

Having swallowed without even a grimace 
this enormous camel, Randolph next strained 
at a gnat. A bill came down from the Senate 
authorizing the President to take possession of 
the new territory and to exercise all the powers 
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of government until Congress should make pro­
vision on the subject. Of course the authority 
thus conveyed was despotic, but 80 was the pur­
chase itself; circumstances allowed no delay, 
and the President was properly responsible for 
his trust, which would last only so long as Con­
gress permitted. Randolph, however, was vigi­
lant in his watchfulness against the danger of 
executive encroachments. "If we give this 
power out of our hands, it may be irrevocable 
until Congress shall have made legislative pro­
vision; that is, a single branch of the govern­
ment, the executive branch, with a small minority 
of either House, may prevent its resumption." 
Had he refused to confer this dictatorial power 
at all, he would at least have had a principle 
to support him, but he was ready to approve 
despotic principles for four months, till the ses­
sion ended, though not a moment longer. In 
the end he allowed the President to govern 
Louisiana with the powers of a King of Spain 
until a. rebellion became imminent. 

Of other measures, only two were of enough 
interest to deserve notice. While the regular 
business of the session went on, exacting that 
attention which the chairman of Ways and 
Means must always expect to give, two subjects 
came before the House, which were to decide 
Randolph's future career, - the impeachment 
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of Judge Chase and the Yazoo claims. Thus· 
far all had gone well with him; his influence 
had steadily increased with every year of his 
service; his control over the House was great, 
for among the republicans who obeyed his lead, 
there was not a single member competent to 
dispute it. . Already the federalists dreaded this 
aristocratic democrat,- who, almost alone in his 
party, had the ability and the "ourageto act 
upon his theories; and they looked on with a 
genuine feeling of terror, as though they saw in 
his strange and restless face a threat of social 
disaster and civil anarchy, when, with the whole 
power of the administration behind him and a 
majority of two to one in the House, he rose 
in: his place to move the impeachment of Judge 
Chase. 



CIIAl'TER V 

VA.ULTING AMBITION 

Tm:xE is nothing to show that Randolph 
was the real author of Judge Chase's impeach­
ment; on the contrary, it appean from the let­
ten already quoted that Mr. Jefferson himself 
was the man who set this engine in motion, 
and that it was Nicholson through whom the 
President acted. Nicholson impeached Judge 
Pickering, and was the only prominent man­
ager in that cause, of which he was now in 
charge. Nicholson, too, had made all the pre­
parations for this second, more serious exercise· 
of the impeaching power. However readily the 
scJleme may have f&Uen in with Randolph'. 
wishes and prejudices, it was certainly Nichol­
son who urged him to action, and provided him 
with such law as he could not do without. Pro­
perly, therefore, the credit or discredit of the 
measure should have fallen npon Nicholson and 
Mr. Jefferson, but Randolph willingly relieved . 
them of the load. 

Judge Chase's recent charge to the Baltimore 
grand "jury in May, 1803, offensive as it cer-
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tainly was, seemed hardly such a high crime or 
misdemeanor as to render his conviction certain, 
and the impeachers thought it safer to strengthen 
their cause by alleging other offenses of earlier 
date. Yet Chase had sat on the bench· and 
administered justice for three years since Mr. 
Jefferson's election without a sign of impeach­
ment, and without complaint from the suitors 
in his court. To go back four years, and search 
old court records for offenses forgotten and con­
doned, was awkward. Could the impeachers 
excuse themselves and their House for permit­
ting this notorious criminal to wear his robes 
and expound the Constitution and the laws for 
so many years, without an attempt on their part 
to relieve a groaning people from the tyranny 
of a worse than Jeffries or Scroggs? Could 
the House venture to set out on this crusade 
against a coordinate and independent branch of 
the government, without. at least an invitation 
from the Executive? Mr. Jefferson, however, 
would not burn his fingers in such a flame. 
"As for myself, it is better that I should not 
interfere." Nicholson and Randolph were hot­
headed men I They had the courage of their 
convictions, and they accepted the difficult task. 

Mr. Jefferson was a little too apt to evade 
open responsibility; the number of instances 
in which he encouraged others to do what he 
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would not do himself is so large as to strike 
even careless attention. He would have shud­
dered at the idea of betraying friends, but it is 
not to be denied that a sanguine temperament 
and perfect faith in his own honest purposes 
somet,imes caused him to lead those friends into 
difficulties from which, in case of failure, he 
could not extricate them. Had Randolph been 
a wise or cautious man, he would have' insisted 
that nothing should induce him to touch the 
impeachment until the President had sent to the 
House some official message, as in the case of . 
Judge Pickering, upon which an inquiry might 
be founded. Being neither wise nor cautious, 
but on the contrary deeply jealous of Mr. Jeffer­
son and his interference, Randolph undertook to 
act alone. Perhaps, like many another man, his 
mind was overmastered by the splendor of the 
Hastings trial, then so recent, which has dazzled 
the good sense of many politicians; perhaps he 
was deluded by the ambition to rival his great 
teacher, Edmund Burke; but more probably 
he was guided only by the political faith of his 
youth, by the influence of Nicholson, 'and his 
own impatient temper. 

On January 5,1804, Randolph rose to move 
for an inquiry into the conduct of Judge Chase. 
No official document existed on which to found 
such a motion, and he condescended to act a 
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little comedy, not so respectful to the House or 
, the country as might have been expected from a 
Randolph, whose sense of truth and honor was 

,keen. In the course of the last session, a bill 
had been introduced, to change the circuits, by 
which Judge Chase was assigned to that of 
pennsylvania, and one of the Pennsylvanian 
members, John Smilie, made a speech on 'Feb­
ruary 16, 1803, in connection with this bill. In 
order to explain why Mr. Chase should be put 
on some other circuit, where he would not, be 
obnoxious to the bar and the people, he recalled 
the well-known stories of Chase's arbitrary con-, 
duct at the trial of Fries in April, 1800. These 
remarks were of so little importance in Mr. 
Smilie's mind that he put no weight upon them 
except for the passing object they were meant 
,to serve. The idea of impeachment did not 
enter his head. 

There was, therefore, a certain grimace of fun 
in the solemnity with which Randolph now rose 
and said that Mr. Smilie's remarks on that 
occasion and the facts stated by him were of 
such a nature as the House was bound to notice. 
" But the lateness of the session (for we had, if 
I mistake not, scarce a fortnight remaining) 
precluding all possibility of bringing the sub­
ject to any efficient rel3ult, I did not then 
think proper to take any steps in the business. 
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Finding my attention, however, thus drawn to 
a consideration of the character of the officer 
in question, I made it my business, considering 
it my duty as well to myself as to 'those w¥om 
I represent, to investigate the charges then 
made, and the offioial character of the judge in 
generaL" 

Mr. Smilie was a very respectable but not 
very weighty member of the House, and this 
sudden elevation to the rank of public accuser, 
which Mr. Jefferson, if anyone, could alone fill 
with sufficient authority, was a stroke of Ran­
dolph's wit, characteristio of the man. As for 
the whole statement with which Randolph intro­
duced his motion, it is curious chiefly because it 
is, to say the least, inconsistent with the facts. 
Mr. Smilie's speech had no more than the ora­
tion of Cicero against Clodius to do with Ran­
dolph's sudden zeal. Smilie's speech was made 
on February 16, 1803 i Chase's address to the 
grand jury at Baltimore was made nearly three 
monthil afterwards, on May 2, 1803 i and it was 
only then that the idea of impeachment was 
suggested. Yet this invocation of Smilie in 
place of Mr. Jefferson was less amusing than 
the coolness with which the speaker required 
the House to believe that his only knowledge 
of Judge Chase's conduct at the trial of Fries 
was derived from a few remarks made in Con-
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gress three years after the offense. The trial of 
Fries had taken place in Philadelphia, in April, 
1800, within twenty rods of the building where 
Rap.dolph was then sitting as a member of Con­
gress, and excited great attention, especially 
among the members, many of whom were pre­
sent at it; Mr. Dallas, the most prominent re­
publican lawyer in the State; closely connected 
with all the leaders of his party, acted as coun­
sel for Fries, and threw up his brief on account 
of the judge's conduct; William Lewis, one of 
the best lawyers Pennsylvania ever had, and a 
federalist by previous tastes, was also in the 
case and guided the course of Dallas: yet, in 
spite of this notoriety, and the dissensions after­
wards caused by President Adams's pardon of 
Fries, Randolph still asserted that the subject 
was new to him when Mr. Smilie, in February, 
1803, made his passing allusion to it. "It is 
true that the deliberations of Congress were 
then held in Philadelphia, the scene of this 
alleged iniquity, but, with other members, I was 
employed in discharging my duties to my con­
stituents, not in witnessing in any court the· 
triumph of my principles. I could not have 
been so employed." Even if this were true, did 
his ignorance excuse the inaction of his whole 
party? Or would his effrontery go so far as to 
assert that he and his friends had never heard 
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of Callender's trial at Richmond, which was to 
constitute other counts in the indictment? 

1\Ir. Smilie, thus put forward as official ac­
cuser, told his story over again. Without other 
evidence, after a long debate, the inquiry was 
ordered, and Randolph, with his friend Nichol­
son, was put at the head of the committee. On 
1\Iarch 26, 1804, they reported seven articles of 
impeachment: the first and second covering the 
case of Fries; the third, fourth, and fifth that 
of Callender; the sixth that of Judge Chase's 
refusal to discharge the grand jury at Newcastle 
in J nne, 1800, until they should have indicted a 
Delaware printer; and the seventh embracing 
that charge to the grand jury at Baltimore in 
1\Iay, 1803, whicIi had stirred up President Jef­
ferson to set the whole movement afoot. With 
this the session ended, and the trial went over 
to the next year. 

The Yazoo claims came before the House in 
the regular course of business. The story of 
these. claims is long and complicated, but it is so 
closely entwined with the thread of Randolph's 
life that to omit or slur it would be to sever 
the connection of events, and to miss one of the 
decisive moments of his career. 

The rescinding act, already mentioned ~ 
passed by the State of Georgia in the year 1796 
at the time when Randolph was visiting his 
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friend Bryan, did not end the matter of the Ya,. 
zoo grants, and the very pains taken to fortify 
that act by incorporating it in the state Consti­
tution showed doubt as to its legality. The com­
panies had, in fact, paid their money, obtained 
their grants, and sold considerable portions of 
the land to private individuals throughout the 
Union; and these persons, in their turn, wher­
ever there was money to be made by it, had 
transferred the property to others. A wild 
speculation followed, involving some two million 
dollars in Massachusetts alone. Were the com­
panies and these third parties innocent pur­
chasers? . Were they, or any of them, ignorant 
that the title of Georgia to the lands in question 
was doubtful, that the grants had been obtained 
by corruption, and that the State of Georgia 
would certainly revoke them? The only evi­
dence that the purchasers knew their risk was 
that the companies in all cases declined to give 
a warranty as against any defect in their title 
from the State of Georgia. 

When Georgia rescinded and expunged the 
act of 1795, a certain number of the purchasers 
surrendered their titles and received back their 
money. The United States government next 
intervened· as protector of the Indians, who 
actually owned and occupied the land; and at 
length, in 1802, Mr. Jefferson succeeded in ob-
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taining from Georgia the cession of such rights 
as she had over all that vast territory which now 
makes the States of Alabama and :Mississippi. 
The purchasers under the Yazoo grants who 
still clung to their titles gave due notice of their 
claims, and the law which authorized th~ treaty 
of cession provided for a compromise with these 
claimants. The Secretary of State, :Mr. :Madi­
son, the Secretary of the Treasury, :Mr. Gallatin, 
and the Attorney-General, :Mr. Levi Lincoln, 
commissioners for arranging the terms of set­
tlement, reported, on February 14, 1803, that 
although in their opinion the title of the claim­
ants could not be supported, yet they believed 
that .. the interest of the United States, the 
tranquillity of those who may hereafter inhabit 
that country, and various equitable considera­
tions which may be urged in favor of most of 
the present claimants" rendered it expedient 
to enter into a compromise on reasonable terms. 
They proposed, therefore, that five million acres 
be set aside, within which, Under certain restric­
tions, the claimants might locate the quantity of 
land allotted to them, 01' from the sale of which 
they were to receive certificates for their pro­
portion of the proceeds, something ·like one 
sixth or one eighth of their claim. 

Thus the matter now stood, and it should be 
mentioned, by way of parenthesis, that ·when. 
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in 1810, the subject came before the Supreme 
Court, in the case .. of Fletcher against Peck, 
Chief Justice Marshall delivered the opinion of 
the court that the legislature of Georgia had, 
by its act of 1795 and its grants of land, exe­
cuted a contract with the claimants; that the 
rescinding act of 1796 impaired the obligation 
of that contract, and was therefore repugnant 
to the Constitution of the United States; that 
it could not devest the rights acquired under 
the contract; and that the court would not 
enter into an inquiry respecting the corruption 
of a sovereign State. 

It is plain, therefore, that anyone who in­
tended to resist the Yazoo claims had a difficult 
task on his hands. The President, Mr. Madi­
son, Mr. Gallatin, and Mr~Linco1n were against 
him; several acts of Congress stood in his way; 
the Supreme Court was behind him, ready to 
trip him up; a very large number of most re­
spectable citizens were petitioners for the settle­
ment. The comprOlmse suggested would cost 
nothing to Georgia, for she had given the lands 
to the United States, and would cost nothing to 
the United States, for they held the lands as a 
gift from Georgia. A refusal to compromise 
would throw the whole matter into the courts, 
with the result of retarding settlement, multiply­
ing expenses, and probably getting in the end 
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an adverse decision. It would create serious 
political ill-feeling in the party, and, on the 
other hand, what possible object could be 

, gained by it ? 
Randolph was equal to the occasion. On 

February 20, 1804, he opened his attack on 
the commissioners' report by moving a string 
of resolutions: first, that the Georgia legisla­
ture had not the power of alienating territory 
.. but in a. rightful manner and for the public 
good;" second, that it is .. the inalienable right 
of a people" to abrogate an act passed with bad 
motives, to the publio detriment; the third and 
fourth recited the circumstances of the case; 
the next affirmed the right of a legislature to 
repeal the act of a preceding legislature, "pro­
vided such repeal be not forbidden by the Con­
stitution of such State, or of the United States;" 
the sixth affirmed that the rescinding act of 
Georgia .. was forbidden neither by the Consti­
tution of that State, nor by that of the United 
States;" the seventh declared that the claims 
had not been recognized either ~ the cession 
by Georgia. or in any act of the federal govern­
ment; and the last forbade any part of the 
reserved five million acres to be used in satis­
fying the claims. 

These' resolutions covered the whole ground; 
they swept statements of fact, principles of law, 
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theories of the C~nstitution, considerations of 
equity, like a flock of sheep into one fold to be 
sheared. Randolph, too, was in deadly earnest, 
and in his most domineering temper. ,When he 
saw that the Committee of the Whole showed 
signs of evading a vote on his resolutions, he 
stood over them like an Egyptian taskmaster, 
and cracked his whip as though they were his 
own negroes. "No course that can be pursued 
shall prevent 'me from bringing out the sense of 

, the House. Whether the question on these res­
olutions shall be attempted to be got rid of by 
the previous question, or by a postponement, I 
will have the sense of the House expressed to 
the public; for this is one of the cases which, 
once being engaged in, I can never desert or 
relinquish till I shall have exercised every en­
ergy of mind and faculty of nody I possess in 
refuting so nefarious a project." He was warmly 
supported, and as warmly opposed. " Persons 
of every political description," said he, "are 
marshaled in support of these claims. We 
have had to, contend against the bear of the 
arctic and the lion of the torrid zone." Mat­
thew Lyon, once a martYl: to the sedition law, 
the man most famous as having spit in Roger 
Griswold's face and rolled with him on the 
floor of the House, was in fact a supporter of 
the compromise; and, being a man of strong 
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sense and courage, did not shrink from Ran­
dolph's whip. He made a sensible speech in 
reply to this challenge, keeping his temper on 
this occasion at least. At length, after two 
days' debate, a vote was reached, not on the 
question of adopting, but of postponing, the 
resolutions. On the first Randolph defeated 
his opponents by the narrowest possible ma.­
jority, 52 to 51. On all the others he was 
beaten by majorities varying from 2 to 7, and 
after this postponement of his other resolutions 
he himself acquiesced in abandoning the first. 
The object he had in view was gained; he had 
forced the House to delay legislation for another 
year. 

If, now, the Yazoo affair be considered with­
out prejudice or feeling, it mnst be acknow­
ledged to involve a serious doubt. That Ran­
dolph was right need not be argued; that he 
was wholly in the wrong is not to be lightly 
admitted. The people of Georgia believed 
themselves betrayed by their agents, who had, 
in their name, entered into a contract against 
public interest, indnced thereto by corrupt mo­
tives. Were the people to be forever bound by 
the corrupt and dangerous bargain .of their 
representatives? 

They had instantly, publicly, violently disa.­
vowed tht>se agents and repudiated their act, 
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calling upon all the parties who had meanwhile 
paid value for lands, under the obnoxious 
grants, to receive back their money and sur­
render their titles. What more could they have 
done? What more should they be required to 
do? 

In 1796, and even in 1804, the law was not 
yet decided. The case of Fletcher against 
Peck, that of Terrett against Taylor, and the 
still more famous Dartmouth College case, lay 
in the breast of Chief Justice Marshall, waiting 
till Mr. Jefferson's day should be over. Yet, 

. even now, with all the weight of those decisions 
and many more, it is hard for laymen to sur­
render their judgment on this subject. Were 
& state legislature to-day bribed by a great 
railroad company to confer a grant of exclusive 
privileges, fatal to ilie public interests, for a 
nominal consideration, it would be dangerous to 
the public safety to affirm that· the people could 
never free themselves from this servitude. To 
overcome the difficulty by resorting to some 
theory like that of eminent domain is merely 
John Randolph's proposition under another 
form; it is state sovereignty, to which we must 
come at last. Was it not simpler to assume at 
once an implied right, in every grant, to alter 
or amend it, if contrary to publio interest? 
Was it politically safe, even though legally COl'lo 
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rect, to make this hazardous experiment of tying 
the limbs of sovereignty with the thin threads 
of judge-made law? 

Randolph's resolutions turned on state sov­
ereignty, but when he came to debate he used 
a weapon more effective for the moment, because 
states' rights sound less persuasively in the ears 
of the party in power than in those of the 
opposition. He denounced the YazoQ . settle­
ment as a corrupt job, to be forced through 
Congress by an interested lobby, and declared, 
doubtless with perfect honesty, that the purity 
of government was gone forever if this gross 
outrage on decency were to succeed. In taking 
this position, Randolph was consistent; he stood 
on solid party ground, opposing a combination 
of northern democrats, federalists, and executive 
influence, which he "thought corrupt. To do 
this required no little courage, and if there were 
selfish or personal motives behind his action 
they are not to be seen. If he struck at Mr. 
Jefferson and Mr. Madison, he struck also at 
Mr. Gallatin, his strongest friend; and if he 
made enemies of the northern democrats, it was 
because he knew the weakness of their party 
principles. Mean ambition does not work in 
such paths; only a. classical, over-towering love 
of rule thus ventures to defy the opinion of 
others. Had Randolph wanted office he would, 
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like Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madison, have con. 
ciliated the northern democrats and smoothed 
the processes of corruption; he would have shut 
his eyes to what was going on in the lobby, well 
aware that his blind war against his party must 
do more harm than good. Office he did not 
want, and he willingly flung his chances away, 
but only to grasp at the higher, moral authority 
of a popular tribune. He believed that the 
administration, backed by northern' democrats, 
was forgetting the principles on which it had 
claimed and won confidence and power; he 

. foresaw an over-powerful Executive purchasing 
influence by jobs and patronage, the experience 
of all past ages, and falling at last into the 
hands of a Cresar or a Bonaparte. In his eyes, 
all the easy roads of doubtful virtue led to this. 
Debt, taxes, armies, navies, and offices of every 
sort; executive intermeddling, legislative jobs, 
and all expenditure of any kind that fed an in­
terest; all assumptions of power, all concessions 
to influential fraud, - were mere steps to R0-
man degradation. Madman he may have been, 
but his madness had a strong element of reason 
and truth.· He told his party that they were 
going wrong; the time was near at hand when 
he was to tell them that he could no longer 
share their offices and honors. 

Thus far, although touching the extreme limit 
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of propriety in the manner of his opposition, 
he had not passe4 beyond bounds, and, what 
told most in his favor, he won his single-handed 
battle; the path of compromise was blocked, 
and he himself was now a great political power, 
for never before had any man, living or dead, 
fought such a fight in Congress and won it. 
Feared by the federalists for having by an 
arbitrary act, avowedly his own, impeached 
Judge Chase for offeDses IODg ago tacitly con­
doned, he was still more formidable to Mr. 
Jefferson and the Cabinet. With such dicta.­
torial power over the House of Representatives, 
what might he not do should he oppose a vital 
measure of the administration, as he had resisted 
the Yazoo compromise? Even at this early 
momeDt, shrewd observers l¢ght calculate the 
orbit of this political comet, and no extraor~i. 
nary' knowledge of mathematics was needed to 
show them where to look for a coming collision. 

The session, however, was now at an end, 
a:nd Randolph buried himself again at Bizarre. 
As a curiosity, the following extracts from a 
letter WritteD by him to Joseph H. Nicholson, 
on August 27, 1804, are worth readiDg. The 
famous duel between Aaron Burr and Al­
exander, Hamilton had just taken place, and 
Burr's political ruin, caused chiefly by the en­
mity of De Witt Clinton and by the bitter pel' 
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secution of De Witt Clinton's newspaper, the' 
"American Citizen," edited pyan Englishman 
named Cheetham, was the excitement of the 
day. 

RANDOLPH TO NICHOLSON. 

"I have not seen, although I have heard, of the 
attack which you mention, upou Gallatin, in the 
, Aurora.' That paper is so long in reaching me, 
and, moreover, is so stuffed with city, or rather sub­
urb, politics, that I seldom look at it. , Indeed, I 
have taken a disgust at newspapers ever since the 
deception and disappointment which I felt in the case 
of Langdon's election. If the 'Boston Chronicle,' 
published almost upon the spot, should so grossly mis­
represent a plain matter of fact, so easily ascertained; 
what reliance can be placed 'upon a newspaper state­
ment? My incredulity refused to credit Hamilton's 
delth. which I thought it very likely would be contra.­
dicted by the next mail; and, until I saw Morris's 
wretched attempt at oratory, regarded it merely as a 
matter of speculation. You ask my opinion on that 
subject; it differs but little, I believe, from your 
own. I feel for Hamilton's immediate connections 
real concern; for himself, nothing; for his party and 
those sowUsant republicans who have been shedding 
crocodile tears over him, contempt. The first are 
justly punished for descending to use Burr as a tool 
to divide their opponents; the last are hypocrites, who 
deify Hamilton merely that they may offer up their 
enemy on his altars.' If Burr had not fallen, like 
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Lucifer, never to rise again, the unprincipled persecu­
tion of Cheetham might do him service. (By the way, 
I wonder if Dennie adverted to Cheetham's patronage 
of General Hamilton's memory when he said that, 
, except the imported sconndrel,' etc., etc., all bewailed 
hi. loss.) AB it is, those publications are calculated to 
engage for him the pity even of those who must deny 
their esteem. The people, who ultimately never fail 
to make a proper decision, abhor persecution, and, 
while they justly refuse their confidence to Mr. Burr, 
tlley will detest. his oppressors. They cannot, they 
will not, grope in the vile mire of seaport politics, not 
less vitiated than their atmosphere. Burr's is indeed 
an irreparable defeat. He is cut off from all hope 
of a retreat among the federalists, not so much be­
cause he has overthrown their idol as because he 
cannot' answer their purpose. If his influence were 
8ufficient to divide us, Otis aud Morris would to-mor­
row, ere those shoes were old in which they followed 
Hamilton to the grave, go to the hustings and vote 
for Burr; and if his character had no other stain 
upon it than the blood of Hamilton, he should have 
mine, for Dny secondary office. I admire his letters, 
particularly that signed by Van Ness, and think his 
whole conduct in that affai~ does him honor. How 
much it is to be regretted that so nice a perception 
of right and wrong, so delicate a sense of propriety, 
as he there exhibits should have had such little 
influence on his general conduct! In his correspond-· 
ence with Hamilton, how Visible is his ascendency 
over him, and how sensible does the latter appear 
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of it! There is an apparent consciousness of some 
inferiority to his enemy displayed by Hamilton 
throughout that transaction, and from a previous 
sight of their "letters I could have inferred the issue 
of the contest. On one side there is labored obscur­
ity, much equivocation, and many attempts at eva­
sio~ not unmixed with a little blustering; on the 
other, an unshaken adherence to his object and an 
undeviating pursuit of it, not to be eluded or baflled. 
It re~inded me of a sinking fox pressed by a vigor­
ous old hound, where no shift is pefmitted to avail 
him. But perhaps you think me inclined to do Burr 
more than justice. I assure you, however, that when 
I first saw the correspondence, and before my feelings 
were at all excited for the man, as they have been 
in some degree by the savage yell which has been 
raised against him, I applauded the spirit and ~­
mired the style of his compositions. They are the 
first proof which I ever saw of his ability." 

One more letter is worth a little attention. 
The Louisiana business was rapidly taking a new 
phase. The Spanish minister at Washington, . 
the Marquis of Casa Y rujo, irritated by the 
cavalier manner in which his country had been 
treated, made himself very disagreeable to Mr. 
Madison, and i~ return was charge<l by William 
Jackson, editor of the" Political Register," of 
Philadelphia, with an attempt t9 corrupt the 
press by' Spanish gold. Mr. Charles Pinckney 
of South Carolina, our minister at Madrid, had, 
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without the authority of government, under­
taken to break off his relations with the govern­
ment of Spain. W. C. C. Claiborne, the new 
Governor of Louisiana, had managed to irritate 
New Orleans. The British frigates Cambrian 
and Leander were searching every vessel that • entered or left the harbor of New York, and 
seizing men and ships without mercy. It is 
well to know what Randolph, in his private 
talk, had to say about matters 80 loudly dis­
cussed by him at a later time. 

On October 14, 1804, he wrote from Bizarre 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, Albert Gal­
latin:-

RANDOLPH TO GALLATIN • 

.. On my retum from Fredericksburg, after a ra­
cing campaign, I was very agreeably accosted by your 
truly welcome letter, to thank you for which, and not 
hecanse I have anything, stable news excepted, to 
communicate, I now take up the pen. It is some 
satisfaction to me, who have been 'pestered with in­
quiries that I could not answer on the subject of 
public aiiairs, to find that the Chancellor of the Ex­
chequer and First Lord of the Treasury is in &8 com­
fortable a state ef ignorance &8 mY8elf. Pope says of 
govemments, that is best which is best administered. 
What idea, then, could he have of a government 
which was Dot administered at all? The longer I 
live, the more do I incline to somebody'. opinion 
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that there is in the affairs of this world a mechanism 
of which the very agents themselves are ignorant, 
and which, of course, they can neither calculate nor 
control. As much free will as you please in every­
thing else, but in politics I must ever be a necessita­
rian. And this comfortable doctrine saves me a deal 
of tf;rouble and many a twinge of conscience for my 
heedless ignorance. I therefore leave Major Jackson 
and his Ex. of Casa Yrujo to give each other the lie 
in Angl()oAmerican or Castilian fashions, just as it 
suits them; and when people resort to me for intelli­
gence, instead of playing the owl and putting on a face 
of solemn nonsense, I very fairly tell them, with per­
fect nonchalance, that I know nothing of the matter, 
- from which, if they have any discernment, they 
may infer that I care as little about it, - and then 
change the subject as quickly as I can to horses, dogs, 
the plough, or some other upon which I feel myself 
competent to converse. In' short, I like originality 
too well to be a second-hand politician when I can 
help it. It is enough to live UPOD the broken vict­
uals and be tricked out in the cast-off finery of you 
first-rate statesmen all the winter. When I cross the 
Potomac I leave behind me all the scraps, shreds, and 
patches of politics which I collect during the session, 
and put on the plain homespun, or, as we say, the 
, Virginia cloth,' of a planter, which is clean, whole, 
and comfortable, even if it be homely. Neverthe­
less, I have patriotism enough left' to congratulate 
you on the fullness of the public purse, and cannot 
help wishing that its situation could be concealed 
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from our Sangrad08 in politics, with whom depletion 
is the order of the day. On the subject of a navy, 
you know my opinion concurs with yours. I really feel 
ashamed for my country that, whilst she is hector­
ing before the petty corsairs of the coast of Barbary, 
she should truckle to . the great pirate of the Ger­
man Ocean; and I would freely vote a naval .rce 
that should blow the Cambrian and Leander. out of 
water. Indeed, I wish Barron's squadron had been 
employed on that service. I am perfectly aware of 
the importance of peace to us, particularly with Great 
Britain, but I know it to be equally necessary to her; 
and in short, if we have any honor as a nation to lose, 
which is problematical, I am unwilling to surrender it. 

II On the subject of Lonisiana you are also ap­
prised that my sentiments coincide with your own, 
and it is principally because of that coincidence that 
I rely upon their correctness. But as we have the 
misfortune to differ from that great political luminary, 
Mr. Matthew Lyon, on this as well as on most other 
points, I doubt whether we shall not be overpowered. 
If Spain be' fallen from her old Castilian faith, 
candor, and dignity,' it must be allowed that we 
have been judicious in our choice of a minister to 
negotiate with her; and Lonisiana, it being presum­
able, partaking something of the character which dis­
tinguished hel' late sovereign when she acquired that 
territory, the selection of a pompffU8 nothing for a 
Go~ernor will be admitted to have been happy. At 
least if the appointment be not defensible on that 
principle, I am at a loss to discover any other tenable 
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point. In answer to your question I would advise 
the printing of - thousand copies of Tom Paine's 
answer to their remonstrance, and transmitting them 
by as many thousand troops, who can speak a lan­
guage perfectly intelligible to the people of. Louisi­
ana, whatever that of their Governor may be. It is, 
to be sure, a little awkward, except in addresses 
and answers, where each party' is previously well ap­
prised of what the other has to say, that, whilst the 
eyes and ears of the admiring Louisianians are £lIed 
with the majestic person and sonorous periods of their 
chief magistrate, their understandings should be ut­
terly vacant. If, however, they were aware that, even 
if they understood English, it might be no better, 
they would perhaps be more reconciled to their situ­
ation. You really must send something better than 
this mere ape of, greatness to these Hispano-Gaulo. 
He would make a portly figure delivering to 'my 
lords and gentlemen' a speech which Pitt had pre­
viously taught him; we want an automaton, and a 
puppet will not supply his place." 

This letter, which otherwise contains nothing 
remarkable except perhaps its egotism, might 
equally well have been written by a federalist 
in opposition to government.- The writer shows 
irritation at his want of influence. in public 
affairs; he will' vote a. navy to blow British 
ships out of water; he is ready to face a war 
rather than surrender the national honor; he 
wishes to Bend Bome thousands of troops to over-
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awe his fellow-citizens at New Orleans; and he 
baa none but WOMS of contempt for all the 
President's appointments. What else could a 
federalist have said, and how could he have 
shown less respect for the sentiments of 1800? 
Randolph, however, was a fault-finder by pro­
fession; what he wrote in thi,s jocular way is 
perhaps not to be taken as serious~ Eccentric, 
as bis friends acknowledged, it was not always 
easy to tie bim down to one opinion; nor was 
it even quite certain that he himself remem­
bered bis own opinions from one month to an­
other. Yet in regard to the most notable.idea 
expressed in this letter, he was 80 far consistent 
as to repeat it in a still more emphatic form 
during the next session of Congress; for when, 
on December 6, 1804, the bill for "the more 
effectual preservation of peace in the ports and 
harbors of the United States" came before the 
House, he delivered a violent harangue on the 
subject:-

"I would be glad to see a remedy more complete 
than the one mentioned in this bill. • • • I would like 
to see the armed vessels employed in disturbillg our 
peaceable commerce blown out of the water. I wish 
to see our American officers and seamen lying yard­
arm and yard-arm in the attack, and the question 
of peace or war staked on the issue, if the conduct of 
luch maraudel'8 were justified .by the government of 
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the nation to which they belong. This language may 
appear different from what I have constantly used, 
but our situation is also different. Heretofore I was 
not disposed to engage in hostilities for the protection 
of our navigation, but we then had no maritime force. 
We have since created one. If we had no navy, we 
could not meet them on the ocean; but having one, 
I would apply it to the best purpose, ~hat of effica­
ciously defending our ports and harbors, and would 
struggle till the whole of our marine was annihilated, 
if in the contest Britain should not leave us a single 
ship. Though we lost all, we should not lose our 
national honor; though we should not beaIP her on 
the ocean, we should save our reputation; but to 
suffer insult to be added to injury is indeed a degra­
dation of national honor, and ought never to be borne 
with, let it come from any nation whatever." 

There was no exaggeration in the mild re­
mark that this language might appear different 
from that which he had constantly used; but 
why and how was the situation different? In 
the name of common truth and consistency, who 
made the American navy? Who laid it up? 
Who persisted, during the utmost perils of our 
government, in vehement assertions that a. navy 
was a. mere invitation of insult? Who for years 
vomited fire and blood against the federalist 
party for trying to be prepared against war? 
In the course of American history the reader 
may meet with many mad inconsistencies, but 
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he will never find one more bewildering than 
this. In Randolph's later life there would have 
been no loss for an explanation, but in this case 
he had nursed his new patriotism for .two entire 
months; it was no flash of sudden excitement; 
it was mere temper. He was angry, and had 
forgotten his principles. 



CHAPTER VI 

YAZOO AND JUDGE CHASE 

CONGRESS met on November 5, 1804, a 
month earlier than usual, and Randolph came 
to Washington in the temper which his letter 
to Gallatin indicates. He was irritable, ner­
vous, extravagant, and had doubtless many ex­
cuses for being so. More jealous than ever of 
executive influence, he seemed at last alive to 
the mist~es he had made in straining party 
principles;. he began to lecture his followers 
with the pragmatic air -of a pedagogue, and 
sought out occasions to worry them with small 
discipline. As chairman of the Committee on 
Ways and Means he reported against the re­
mission of duties on books intended for the use 
of colleges and seminaries of learning, and his 
report dogmatized thus: -

"The' Constitution· of the United States was a 
grant of limited powers for general objects which 
Congress had no right to exceed. . • • Its leading 
feature was an abhorrence of exclusive privileges. 
• • • On the privilege asked for • • ~ we refer to the 
eighth section of .the first article, where it is declared 



YAZOO AND JUDGE CHASE 123 

that Congress shall have power to levy and collect 
taxes, duties, imposts, and excises; but all duties, 
imposts, and excises shall be uniform throughout the 
United States. The impost shall be uniform, ••• 
that is to say • . • there shall not be two measures 
to mete with. If Congress undertake to exempt one 
class of people from the payment of the impost, they 
may exempt others also. • • • Indeed, it cannot be 
seen where they are to stop .••• Perhaps it may 
be said that. • • philosophical apparatus is . ex­
empted from duty when imported for the benefit of 
seminaries of learning, ••• but I believe that law 
to be an unconstitutional law, as. well as some others 
passed by former Congresses." 

This was strict construction run riot; on 
such principles it would not have been difficult 
to prove that Congress could lay no imposts at 
all, because, in the sense contended, no possible 
impost could be uniform; one or another class 
of people might always be exempt from ·its 
burden, unless light, air, and water could be 
made dutiable; but granting that Randolph was 
correct, he might at least have consoled the peti­
tioners by telling them that a means of evading 
the difficulty existed; that to obtain their object 
they need only go to the President and invoke 
the treaty-making power which brought Louisi­
ana, all its inhabitants and all their property, 
real and personal, through the custom house, 
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made them all citizens, and gave them special 
privileges of foreign trade, witho'!t offense to 
the Constitution, or a\lthority from an act of 
Congress. 

Two days after thus teaching the House its 
business, Randolph, Nicholson, Macon, and the 
whole body of strict constructionists undertook 
to tell it that Congress could not embank or 
bridge. the Potomac, because Virginia and Mary­
land had a right of navigation there, although 
navigation might even be improved by the 
change. These petty attempts to restrict a 
power which had just been declared sufficient to 
subvert, by a mere treaty, the existing status of 
the Union,were vexatious and irritating. They 
drove the northern demoorats into silent rebel­
lion. The House allowea Randolph to say what 
he liked, but paid no attention to his lectures, 
and he harmed only his own cause. " Mere 
metaphysical subtleties," said Mr. Jefferson 
openly before a large company at his own 
table; and he added: '1 they ought to have no 
weight." 

With Randolph in this state of inoessant irri­
tation, it is easy to understand the excitable 
temper with which he approached the Yazoo 
claim when, on January 29, 1805, it made its 
appearance before the House. At his coolest 
moments the word Yazoo was to him what the 
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sight of a bodkin was to Sir Piercie Shafton; 
but in his present condition Qf mind the effect 
was beyond all measure violent. He took the 
floor, and after speaking for a few minutes 
with apparent self-control ·broke out into a 
tirade such as the House had never yet heard 
from him, or from any othel," man:-

.. Past experience has shown that this is. one of 
those subjects which pollution has sanctified; that the 
hallowed mysteries of corruption are not to be pro­
faned by the eye of publio curiosity. No, sir, the 
orgies of Yazoo speoulation are not to be laid open to 
the public gaze. None but the initiated are permitted 
to behold the monstrous sacrifice of the best interests 
of tbe nation on the altars of corruption. When this 
abomination is to be practiced, we go into conclave. 
Do we apply to the presa, that potent engine, the 
dread of tyrants and of villains, but the shield of 
freedom and of worth? No, sir, the press is gagged ! 
On this subject we have a virtual sedition law, not 
with a specious title, but irresistible in its operation, 
which, in the language of a gentleman from Connect­
icut, goes directly to the object. The demon of spec­
ulation at one sweep has wrested from the nation 
their best, their only defense, and closed every avenue 
of information. But the day of retribution may yet 
come. If their rights are to be bartered away and 
their property squandered, the people must not, they 
shall not, be kept in ignorance by whom or for whom 
it is done." 
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After much more of this wild denunciation, 
which should have been stopped by the Speaker 
at once; after imputing to the House corrupt 
motives and" public plunder" and " out-of-door 
intrigues" nnder "exact discipline," - he tried 
to re-state his case and to argue upon it; but his 
arguments were as wild as his invective, and he 
always returned to the easier task of denuncia­
tion. Gideon Granger, the Postmaster-General, 
had very improperly undertaken to act as agent 
of the claimants, and Randolph fell foul of biro. 
with tremendous virulence:-

"His gigantic grasp embraces with one hand the 
shores of Lake Erie, and stretches with the other to 
the bay of Mobile. Mill~ons of acres are easily di­
gested by such stomachs! .The retail trade of fraud 
and imposture yields too slow and small a profit to 
gratify their cupidity. They buy and sell corruption 

. in the gros.q, and a few millions, more or less, is hardly 
felt to the account. • • •. Is it come to this? Al'e 
heads of executive departments of the government to 
be brought into this House, with all the influence 
and patronage attached to them, to extort from us 
now what was refused at the last session of Con­
gress? " 

He felt it an outrage that he should' be 
obliged to fight such a battle. He raged like a 
maniac because pis party had gone off after 
false leaders, and left him to .prophesy destruc. 
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tion and woe to the echoes of the chamber. A 
party that had come to power only four years 
ago, Baying and believing that they had created 
for the first time in man's .history a system of 
pure and democratic government, under which 
corruption was impossible, now forced their 
leader to devote his most passionate energies to 
the task of convincing them that the Postmaster­
General, the master of executive patronage, 
should not be a lobbyist for private claimants 
on the floor of Congress. These methods of 
influencing legislatures Randolph had always 
charged on the federalists as their own dis­
honest European practices" the fruit of 'their 
monarchical theories; he was genuinely tor­
tured to find himself wrong, and to see that' 
his own followers had turned federalist. He 
had the courage to tell them so:-

• .. What ill the spirit against which we now struggle 
and which we have vainly endeavored to stifle? A 
monster generated by fraud, nursed in corruption, 
that in grim silence awaits its prey! It ill the spirit 
of federalism, - that spirit which considers the many 
8S made only for the few, which sees in government 
nothing but a job, which ill never so true to itself as 
wheu false to the natiou! When I behold a certain 
party supporting and clinging to such a measure, 
almost to a man, I see only men faithful to their own 
principles; pursuing with steady step and untired zeal 
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the uniform tenor of their political life. But wben 
I see, associated with them, in firm compact, others 
who once rallied under the standard of opposite prin­
ciples, I am filled with apprehension and concern. 
Of what consequence is it that a man smiles in your 
face, holds out his hand, and declares himself the 
advocate of those political principles to which you are 
also attached, when you see him acting with your 
adversaries upon other principles, which the voice of 
the nation has put down, never to rise again in this 
section of the globe? " 

'What Randolph thus said was to a great ex­
tent true. The republican party, when in oppo­
sition, set up an impossible standard of political 
virtue, and now that they were in power found 
that government could not be carried on as they 
had pledged themselves to conduct it. Ran­
dolph himself shared their inconsistencies. He 
had talked and voted as his interests or passions 
dictated, supporting the constitutionality of the 
Louisiana purchase, intriguing for war with 
Spain, inciting to war with England, governing 
by military power the people of New Orleans, 
without a thought of the precedents he helped 
to establish, but he had the merit of seeing 
others' mistakes if not his own. He had the 
courage to proclaim the offenses of his party. 
This it was which gave him the confidence 
and support of friends and constituents. They 
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believed in his honesty of purpose, and pardoned 
aU else. 

The debate went on for several days with 
increasing violence. Language unprecedented 
was used. Randolph attacked Granger with 
savage ferocity. He found the whole weight 
of the administration, and especially the influ­
ence of Mr. Madison, thrown into. the scale 
against him, and he struggled desperately 
against it. Beaten by five votes on the divi­
sion, he still carried his point in preventing 
actual legislation by this Congress, and stood. 
in the gap with a courage fairly to be called 
heroic, had it not been to so great an extent 
the irrational outcome of an undisciplined and 
tyrannical temper. A true statesman, with 
some concession. and good management, might 
perhaps have carried all his points, thus over­
awing his party, reestablishing his favorite 
states' rights, and breaking in advance the 
force of Marshall's law. Nay, it was not im­
possible that by dexterity and steady persist­
ence he might shut up the Dartmouth College 
case forever in gremio magistratus, or drive 
the Chief Justice from the bench. Randolph 
clutched with both hands at Marshall's throat, 
but to be victor in such a contest he needed 
Marshall's mind. 

The Yazoo debate closed on Saturday, Feb. 
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ruary 2, and on February 9 Randolph appeared 
with his brother managers before the Senate to 
open the impeachment of Judge Chase. It was 
the weightiest moment of his public life; for an 
instant he challenged a place in history beside 
the masters of oratory and power. Where all 
others, including Mr. Jefferson himself, shrunk 
back, he stood forward, while the object of his 
ambition, if gained, assured him high rank 
among the great men of his century. 

The impeachment of Justice Chase is a land-
. mark in American history, because it was here 
that the Jeffersonian republicans fou..ght their 
last aggressive battle, and, wavering under the 
shock of defeat, broke into factions which 
slowly abandoned the field and forgot tbeir 
discipline. That such a: ba~tle must one day 
be fought for the control of . tlie Judiciary was 
from the beginning believed by most republicans 
who nnderstood their own principles. With­
out controllin'g the Judiciary, the people could 
never govern themselves in their own way; and 
although they might, over and over again, in 
every form of law and resolution, both state 
and national, enact and proclaim that theirs 
was not a despotic but a restricted government, 
which had no right to exercise powers not dele­
gated to it, and over which they, as States, had 
absolute control, it was none the less certain 
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that Chief Justice Marshall and his associates 
would disregard their will, and would impose 
upon them his own. The people were at the 
mercy of their creatures. The Constitutions 
of England, of Massachusetts, of Pennsylvania, 
authorized the removal of an obnoxious judge on 
a mere address of the legislature, but the Consti­
tution of the United States had so fenced and 
fortified the Supreme Court that the legislature, 
the Executive, the people themselves, could ex­
ercise no control over it. A judge might make 
any decision, violate any duty, trample on any 
right, and if he took care to commit no in­
dictable offense he was safe in office for life. 
On this license the Constitution imposed only 
one check: .it said that all civil officers should 
he removed from ~ffice "on impeachment for, 
and conviction • of, treason, bribery, or other 
high crimes and misdemeanors." This right 
of impeachment was as yet undefined, and if 
stretched a· little beyond strict construction it 
might easily be converted into something for 
which it had not been intended; might even be 
made to serve for t~e British removal of judges 
by address. That, in order to do this, the strict 
constructionists must strain the language of the 
Constitution out of its true sense was evident, 
but they had, without flinching, faced the same 
difficulty in the Louisiana purchase. The actual 
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disregard of the Constitution would hardly be 
so flagrant in regard to impeachment as it had 
been in regard to the treaty-making power. 

This suggestion was actually carried out by 
the impeachment of Judge Pickering in 1803-4. 
In this case twenty senators had voted Judge 
Pickering's removal from office on a simple 
hearing of the case, without defense or even 
the appearance of the accused by counseL The 
final vote had not declared Pickering guilty 
either of high crimes or misdemeanors, but 
simply "guilty as charged." The proceeding 
was a mere inquest of office under a judicial 
form. In the eyes of Randolph, Nicholson, 
Macon, Giles, and the Virginian school in gen­
eral, an impeachment and a removal from office 
by this process need imply.no criminality; it 
was a declaration by Congress that a judge 
held dangerous opinions, which made it neces­
sary for the public safety that another man 
should be substituted in his place. In their 
eyes the Senate was not. to be considered a 
court of justice, but simply a part of the con­
stitutional machine for milking appointments 
and removals. 

In theory this view was very simple and rea­
sonable; in practice it met with difficulties. 
The conviction of Pickering in March, 1804, 
was qarried by nineteen votes in a Senate of 
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thirty-four members, and, even after conviction, 
only twenty senators voted for his removal. 
Five administration senators absented them­
selves; several others voted unwillingly, and 
the immediate impeachment of Chase on the 
very day of Pickering's conviction startled these 
hesitating republicans, whose conscien('.es were 
already so heavy laden. Other difficulties were 
still more certain. A summary vote of expul­
sion from office, which was feasible enough in 
the case of a friendless, absent, unknown, and 
imbecile New Hampshire district judge, was out 
of the question when a venerable justice of the 
Supreme Court appeared at the bar of the Sen­
ate, backed by a body-guard of the ablest law­
yers in America, who were considerably less 
afraid of Congre~smen than Congressmen of 
them. There could be no summary process 
here. There must be a regular; formal trial, 
according to the rules and principles of law. 
The Senate must be a court. . 

Cogent reasons, therefore, forced Randolph 
at the outset to abandon his own theory of im­
peachment, and, what was much more fatal, to 
establish a precedent tending to break this 
theory down. He began by accepting the 
whole paraphernalia of the law, and by de­
manding the conviction of Chase as a criminal. 
By thus admitting tluit criminality of a. deep 
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nature alone warranted the removal of a su. 
preme judge, Randolph's victory would have 
made impeachment as useless a& his defeat made 
it, for there never sat on the Supreme Bench 
another judge rash enougb to imitate Cbase by 
laying himself open to such a charge. To 
restore its usefulness he must have fought an­
other battle under great disadvantages. 

Judge Chase's offenses were serious.. The 
immediate cause of impeachment, his address to 
the grand jury at Baltimore on the 2d May, 
1803, proved that he was not a proper person 
to be trusted with the interpretation of the laws. 
In this address he said that· those laws were 
rapidly destroying all protection to property 
and all security to personal liberty. "The late 
alteration of the federal. Judiciary," said he, 
"by the abolition of the office of the sixteen 
circuit judges, and the recent change in our 
state Constitution by the establishing of uni­
versal suffrage, and the further alteration that 
is contemplated in our state Judiciary, if 
adopted, will, in my judgment, take away all 
security for property and personal liberty. The 
independence of the national Judiciary is al­
ready shaken to its foundations, and the virtue 
of the people alone can restore it." That by 
this reference to the virtue of the people he 
meant to dl'awa contrast with the want of vir-
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tue in their government was made olear by a 
pointed insult to Mr. Jeffersou: "The modern 
doctrines by our late reformers, that all men in 
a state of society are entitled to enjoy equal lib­
erty and equal rights, have brought this mighty 
mischief upon us, and I fear that it will rapidly 
progress until peace and order, freedom and 
property, shall be destroyed." These opinions 
were formidable, becaus~ they were held by 
every member of the Supreme CoUrt; for they 
were the opinions of the federalist party, whose 
leaders were at this moment, on the same sys­
tem of reasoning, preparing for a dissolution of 
the Union. 

There was gross absurdity in the idea that 
the people who, by an immense majority, had 
decided to carry on their government in one 
way should be forced by one of their own ser­
vants to turn about and go in the oppos.ite di­
recti on; and the indecorum was greater than 
the absurdity, for if Judge Chase or any ~ther 
official held such doctrines, even though he were 
right, he was bound not to insult officially the 
people who employed him. On theS4f grounds 
Mr. Jefferson privately advised the impeach­
ment, and perhaps Randolph might have acted 
more wisely had he followed Mr. Jefferson's 
hint to rely on this article alone, which in the 
end came nearer than any other to securing con-
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viction. In so cumbersome a procedure as that 
of impeachment, it was peculiarly necessary to 
narrow the field of dispute, to exclude doubtful 
points of law, and avoid cumulative charges. 

Randolph thought otherwise. Conscious that 
he would meet with strong opposition in the 
Senate, he determined to make his attack over­
whelming by proving criminality, even though 
in doing it he gave up for the" time his theory 
that impeachment need imply no criminal of­
fense; and therefore, placing the real canse of 
impeachment last in the order of his articles, 
he threw into the foreground a long series of 
charges, which concerned only questions of law. 
Going back to the year 1800 and the famous 
trials of Fries and Callender, he made out of 
these materials no less than six complicated 
arlicles, embracing numerous charges. Still 
another article was framed to cover a com­
plaint" founded on the judge's treatment of the 
grand jury at Newcastle in the same year. 
Thus" these seven heads of impeachment, in­
tended as they were to support each other with 
irresistible cumulative power, withdrew the 
trial from the region of politics, and involved 
it beyond extrication in the meshes of legal 
methods and maxims. Bristling with difficult 
points of pure law; turning on doubtful ques­
tions of practice; involving a flat assumption 
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of numerous abstract propositions, they required 
a categorical, off-hand decision on the rules of 
evidence, the reciprocal rights and duties of 
judge, counsel, and jury, the customs in differ­
ent courts and in different places, the legality 
of bad manners, and the humanity of strict 
law, only to prove that Justice Chase had been 
actuated by corrupt and criminal motives, - for 
it seemed at first to be conceded that no mere 
error of judgment would warrant his conviction. 

The articles of impeachment which Randolph 
presented to the House on March 26, 1804, and 
which were, he claimed, drawn up with his own 
hand, rested wholly on the theory of Chase's 
criminality; they contained no suggestion that 
impeachment was a. mere inquest of office. Bu~ 

when Congress met again, and, on Decemb~r 
3, the subject came before the House, it was 
noticed that two new articles, the fifth and 
sixth, had heen quietly interpolated, which 
roused suspicion of a change in Randolph's plan. 
No one could say that the original charges in­
volved any other victim than the one named 
in them; they could not he tortured into an 
a.ttack on the court as a whole; but the two 
new articles wore'a threatening look. The fifth 
charged that Judge Chase had issued a capias 
against the body of Callender, whereas the law 
of Virginia required a 'summons to appear a~ 
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the next court; it alleged no evil intent, as all 
the other articles had done, and by thus making 
a mere error impeachable it put the whole court 
at the mercy of Congress. The sixth went far­
ther. Assuming that the statute required the 
federal courts to follow in each State of the 
Union the modes of process usual in that State, 
this article impeached Judge Chase for having 
held Callender to trial at the same term at which 
he was indicted. Although ~e sixth, unlike the 
fifth article, alleged that this act was done" with 
intent to oppress," it was peculiarly alarming, 
because one of the earliest decisions of the 
Supreme Court had been directly contrary to 
the doctrine that the United States courts were 
bound to follow the modes of process usual in 
the state courts, and there was not a judge on 
the supreme bench whose practice in this respect 
had not rendered him liable to impeachment 
on the same charge. No one could doubt that 
Randolph and his friends, seeing how little 
their ultimate object would be advanced by a. 
conviction on the old charges, inserted these 
new articles in order to correct their mistake 
and to make a foundation for the freer use of 
impeachment 8.'1 a political weapon. 

The behavior of Giles and his friends in the 
Senate strengthened this suspicion. He made 
no concealment .of his theories, and labored 
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earnestly to prevent the Senate ~rom calling 
itself a court, or from exercising any functions 
that belonged to a court of law. To some ex­
tent he succeeded, but when at last he declared 
that the Secretary had no right to administer 
an oath, and that a magistrate must be called 
in for the purpose; when he was led still further 
to acknowledge that on his doctrine the Senate 
itself had no right to issue writs, summonses, 
and subpc.enas, so that all the proceedings against 
Judge Pickering had been unconstitutional and 
his removal illegal, - the Senate lost patience 
and rebelled. From that momen~ the fate of 
Randolph was sealed. 

In all these transactions Giles and Randolph 
acted in the closest alliance. Their idea. of 
impeoohment was honestly held and openly 
avowed; they did their utmost to force it on 
their party, and it is clear that, except on such 
a theory, Randolph was absurdly· out of place 
in trying to conduct a trial of such importance. 
For an inquest of office, whatever such a pro­
ceeding might be, he was perhaps as competent 
as anotherj but that a Virginian planter, who 
occasionally Bat on a grand jury, should be vain 
enough to BUPpose himself capable of arguing 
the most perplexed questions of legal practice 
was incredible; and when, in addition, he was 
obliged to fling his glove in the faces of the best 
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lawyers in America, his rashness became laugh­
able. Even though he had all the resources of 
his party in the House to draw upon, including 
Joseph H. Nicholson and Cresar A. Rodney, 
both fair lawyers, yet at the bar before him he 
saw not only Justice Chase, keen, vigorous, with 
long experience and ample learning, but also, at 
Chase's side, counsel such as neither Senate nor 
House could command, at whose head, most for­
midable of American advocates, was the rollick­
ing, witty, audacious Attorney-General of Mary­
land; boon companion of Chase and the whole 
bar; drunken, generous, slovenly, grand; bull­
dog of federalism, as Mr. Jefferson called him; 
shouting with a schoolboy's fun at the idea. 
of tearing Randolph's indictment to pieces and 
teaching the Virginian .democrats some law,­
the notorious reprobate genius, Luther Martin. 

If the sight of these professional enemies 
were not enough to disturb Randolph's self­
confidence as he rose to open the case under 
their contemptuous eyes, the sight of the senate 
chamber might have done so without their aid. 
In spite of all his party influence, Randolph 
saw few men before hil;ll upon whose friendly 
sympathy he could count. Hated by the north­
ern democrats, he saw the head and front of 
northern democracy, Aaron Burr, presiding over 
the court. The supreme bench, led by Chief 
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Justice Marshall, a man whom Randolph deeply 
respected, was looking on with sympathies which 
were certainly not with him. Among southern 
senators, his closest associate was Giles of Vil'­
ginia, whom no man ever trusted without regret. 
The thirty-four senators consisted of eleven 
northem democrats, fourteen democrats from 
the South, and nine federalists. If from his 
own party Randolph could expect little genuine 
regard,- it is easy to conceive the intensity of ill­
will with which the federalist senators listened 
to his argument. Moderate men, like Bayard 
of Delaware, and Dayton of New Jersey, had 
little patience with him or his opinions, while 
the New England senators regarded him with 
extreme antipathy and contempt as hearty as 
that which he had so freely showered on them 
and their friends. To face the humor of Tracy, 
the senator from Co~necticut, was more trying 
than to defy the bitter tongue of Timothy 
Pickering, which spared not even his own pel'­
sona! and party friends, or to ignore the presence 
of Pickering's colleague, the "cub," who was "a 
greater bear than the old one," and whose capa­
city for expressing contempt was exceeded only 
by his right to feel ito-Mr. J. Q. AdamS of 
Massachusetts. 

Before this unsympathetic band of critics, on 
the 9th February, 1805, Randolph and his as-
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sociates appeared, and in a speech of about one. 
hour and a half, which by its unusual caution 
proved that, if not cowed, he was at least for 
once subdued by the occasion and the audience, 
he unfolded to the Senate his articles of im­
peachment. On no other occasion in Ran­
dolph's life was he compelled to follow a long 
and consecutive train of thought within the 
narrow bounds of logical method, and his argu­
ments at this trial are therefore the only exact 
test of his reasoning powers. His failure was 
decided. From the point of view which law­
yers must take, his arguments, if arguments 
they can be called, are not even third-rate j 
they, are the feeblest that were made in the 
course of this long trial. He undertook to 
speak as an authority upon the 'law, when he 
knew no more law than his own overseer j nat­
urally given to making assertion stand for 
proof, he asserted legal principles calculated to 
make Luther Martin's eyes sparkle with delight. 
From first to last he never rose above the at­
mosphere of a court room. A voiding all discus­
sion of impeachment as a theory, and leaving 
unnoticed the political meaning of his eighth 
article, he deliberately tangled his limbs in the 
meshes of law, and offered himself a willing 
victim to the beak and claws of the eagles who 
were marking him for their sport. 
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To analyze such an address is useless. Not 
even the warmest of his friends has ever thought 
it a good eXanlple of his merits, and no one 
will care to waste time iu proving self-evident 
defects. Nevertheless, the peroration has been 
often quoted as a specimen of his more care­
fully studied eloquence, and since this perora­
tion illustrates the best as well as the worst of 
the speech it shall stand as a fair teat of its 
value. 

"The respondent hath closed his defense by an ap­
peal to the great Searcher of hearts for the purity of 
his motives. For his sake I rejoice that by the timely 
exercise of that mercy, which for wise purposes has 
been reposed in the Executive, this appeal is not 
drowned by the blood of an innocent man crying 
aloud for vengeance; that the mute agony of widowed 
despair and the wailing voice of the orphan do not 
plead to Heaven for justice on the oppressor's head. 
Bat for that intervention, self-accusation before that 
dread tribnnal would have been needless. On that 
awful day the blood of a poor, ignorant, friendless, 
nnlettered German, murdered nnder the semblance 
and color of law, would have risen in judgment at 
the throne of grace against the unhappy man ar­
raigned at your bar. But the President of the 
United States, by a well-timed act at once of justice 
and mercy (and mercy, like charity, covereth a mul­
titude of eine), wrested the victim from his grasp, 
and saved him from the caunlled horrors of remorse 
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by not suffering the pure ermine of justice to be dyed . 
in the innocent blood of John Fries." 

These words closed the speech, and were 
doubtless carefully considered, probably com­
mitted to memory in advance, and intended to 
produce a deep effect on the Senate; but they 
will not bear analysis. In drawing the articles 
of impeachment, Randolph had carefully avoided 
the allegation that John Fries was " an innocent 
man." The managers had no idea of taking 
evidence in support of such a theory; they pre­
ferred to avoid it, because they knew that Fries 
was guilty, under aggravated circumstances, of 
what the law called treason; that in any case 
he must have been convicted; that his couusel 
had thrown up their brief, against Judge Chase's 
prayers, solely because they saw no other ground 
on which to found an appeal for executive par­
don; and, finally, that Judge Chase had made 
no mistake in his. rulings. All this was well 
known to Randolph, who would certainly, in 
his articles of impeachment, have alleged that 
Fries was innocent, had there been the smallest 
possibility of proving it. With what decent 
apology, then, could Randolph venture upon 
so gross and evident a misstatement of fact? 
What treatment could he expect from Luther 
Martin? . 

"The President of the United States, by a 
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well-timed act at once of justice and of mercy, 
wrested the victim from his grasp." What 
made the Executive pardon an act of justice? 
What proved it? What evidence did the man­
agers propose to offer on that head? None what­
ever. President Adams pardoned Fries as an 
act of mercy, rather than hang, for the first time 
in the national history, a political criminal, who 
had thrown himself, undefended, on the court. 
Judge Chase, then, was to be held guilty because 
President Adams had not hung Fries. Curran 
is said to have claimed a verdict from an Irish 
jury on the ground that his only witness had 
been spirited away by the attorney for the de­
fense. Randolph claimed a conviction on the 
ground that, had the Presiden~ not spirited 
away all excuse for complaint, there might have 
been a grievance, although none was alleged in 
the indictment. The whole array of Chase's 
counsel must have joined in broad laughter over 
this novel idea, as they drank that night to the 
confusion of democratic lawyers, and promised 
themselves a pleasure to come. 

Their pleasure came in due time. If any 
student of American history, curio~ to test the 
relative value of reputations, will read Ran­
dolph's opening address, and then pass on to 
the argument of Luther Martm, he will feel 
the distance be~ween show and strength, between 
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intellectual brightness and intellectual power. 
Nothing can be finer in its way than Martin's 
famous speech. Its rugged and sustained force; 
its strong humor, audacity, and dexterity; its 
even flow and simple choice of language, free 
from rhetoric and affectations; its close and 
compulsive grip of the law; its good-natured 
contempt for the obstacles put·in its way,-all 
these signs of elemental vigor were like the 
forces· of nature, simple, direct, fresh as winds 
and ocean, but they were opposite qualities to 
those which Randolph displayed. The contrast 
with Randolph's closing address is much more 
striking; for whether it were that the long ex­
citement had broken his strength, or that the 

. arguments of Martin, Harper, Hopkinson, and 
Key had shattered his indictment and humiliated 
his pride, or whether, in this painful effort to 
imitate legal minds and logical methods, he at 
last flung himself like a child on the ground, 
crushed by the consciousness that his mind 
co~la not follow out a fixed train of thought, 
could not support the weight of this intellectual 
armor which it had rashly put on, certain it is 
that Randolph appeared in his closing speech 
more like a criminal fearing sentence than like 
a tribune of the people dragging a tyrant to .his 
doom. .. 

On· February 27, 1805, he appeared before 
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the Senate to make this closing address. He 
was ill and unprepared, although he had surely 
been engaged on the subject long enough to 
need little more preparation than a single night 
of hard work. He no longer had the lash of 
Luther Martin to fear, for his own word was to 
be the last; while it was clear that, as the case 
stood. conviction was more than doubtful, and 
Randolph's own reputation and authority could 
now be saved only by some serious effort. In 
spite of all these motives for exertion, he aston­
ished the Senate by the desultory and erratic 
style of his address. Soon he broke down. He 
was forced to apologize: he had lost, he said, 
his voluminous notes; but it was only too evi­
dent that these could not have helped him; it 
would have been quite in character had he, in 
his disgust, flung his notes into the fire, con­
scious that he was helpless to deal with their 
mass of unmanageable matter. With or without 
notes, no man of a clear mind could possibly 
have run wild, as he now did. This closing ar­
gument or harangue, great as the occasion was, 
hardly rises to the level of Randolph's ordinary 
stump-speeches; equally weak in arrangement 
and reasoning, equally ineXact in statement and 
viole~t in denunciation, it has fewer gleams of 
wit, fewer clever illustrations, and none of those 
occasional flashes of inspired prophecy which 
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sometimes startled hostile hearers into admira.. 
tion. When Randolph sat down he had be­
trayed his own weakness; he was no longer 
dangerous, except to his friends. 

To reproduce ·or analyze an harangue like 
this, of which Randolph himself was keenly 
ashamed, would be unfair. He was honest in 
acknowledging his failure, and . it is useless to 
prove what he was first to confess and proclaim. 
The task, he said, was one for which he felt 
himself" physically as well as morally incompe­
tent." "My weakness and want of ability pre­
vent me from urging my cause as I could wish, 
but it is the last day of my sufferings and of 
yours." Again and again he apologized to the 
Senate for his incompetency in a manner almost 
abject, as though he were ~rushed under it. He 
did more: he pleaded the fact in deprecation of 
criticism. The newspapers of the time show 
how complete was the impression of his failure ; 
but among the eye-witnesses of the scene was 
one who recorded on the spot the effect made 
upon him by Randolph and his speech. " On 
the reopening of the court," wrote Mr. J. Q. 
Adams, "he began a speech of about two hours 
and a half, with as little relation to the subject;. 
matter as possible, - without order, connection, 
or argument; consisting altogether of the most 
hackneyed commonplaces of popular declama.-
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tion, mingled up with panegyrics and invectives 
upon persons, with a few well-expressed ideas, a 
few striking figures, much distortion of face and 
contortion of body, tears, groans, and sobs, with 
occasional pauses for recollection, and continual 
complaints of having-lost his notes. He finished 
about half past two. Mr. Harper then made a 
very few observations on one of the authorities 
he had produced, to which he replied with some 
petulance." 

Mr. Adams was certainly a warm partisan of 
Judge Chase, but he made no such comments 
on the speeches of other managers, and indeed· 
paid a small compliment to Rodney, who had 
spoken the day before. His description of the 
contents of Randolph's speech is accurate enough 
to create confidence in his account of its delivery, 
and it is only to be regretted that he said no­
thing about that voice which Virginian hearers. 
were apt to think the most melodious in the 
world. 

On March 1 Randolph's defeat was at last 
seen in all its overwhelming completeness. 
When the senators came to a vote, only the 
third, fourth, and eighth articles received even 
a majority of their voices. The highest point 
reached by the impeachers was in the vote of 
19 to 15 on the eighth article, Mr. Jefferson's' 
peculiar property. Five democratic senators 
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from northern States and Gaillard of South 
Carolina refused to follow Randolph's lead. 
Worse than this, so thoroughly had Luther 
Martin and his brother counsel broken into 
atoms the suspicious fifth and sixth articles of 
Randolph's indictment that not a single senator 
sustained the one, and only four supported the 
other, although Randolph's honor was at stake, 
for Martin had openly charged him with having 
misquoted the law of Virginia; "How this hath 

, happened is not for me to say," and no defense 
was offered to the charge. Wrathful beyond 
measure, Randolph and Nicholson hurried back 
to the House of Representatives, and on the spot 
moved that two new articles be added to the 
Constitution. Randolph's amendment declared 
that all judges should be, removed by the Presi. 
dent on a joint address of both Houses; while 
Nicholson proposed that senators should be re­
movable at any time by the legislatures of their 
own States. These resolutions were made the 
order of the day for the first Monday in Decem­
ber, when Congress was to meet. The same 
evening Mr. J. Q. Adams made another curious 
entry in his diary. Informed in society of what 
had taken place in the House, he added: "I 
had some conversation on the subject with Mr. 
'Madison, who appeared much diverted at the 
petulance of the maqagers' on their disappoint. 
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ment." Considering the source from which the 
impeachment sprang, Mr. Madison's diversion 
would perhaps have seemed to be in better taste 
had it been less openly displayed. 

This was the end of Judge Chase's impeach­
ment, a political mistake from its inception by 
Mr. Jefferson down to its last agonies in Ran­
dolph's closing address. As though every act 
of Randolph's life, DO matter what its motive 
or its management, were fated to injure all that 
he most regarded, and to advance every inter­
est he hated. so this impeachment made the 
Supreme Court impregnable; for the first time 
the Chief Justice could breathe freely. Not 
only had Randolph proved impeachment·to be 
a clumsy and useless instrument as applied 
to judicial officers, but he seemed reckless in 
regard to the fate of his proposed constitutional 
amendment, and was clearly more angry with 
the Senate than with the court. As though not 
satisfied with allowing Nicholson to throw a 
gross insult in the very faces of senators by an 
amendment to the Constitution which branded 
them as false to their constituents, Randolph 
would Dot allow the House to appropriate money 
for any expenses of Judge Chase's trial except 
such as should be certified by himself, and in no 
case for the expenses of witnesses for the defense. 
Whether he was right or wrong in principle was 



152 JOHN RANDOLPH 

a matter of little consequence, for, in the temper 
of the two Houses, the bill thus passed was a 
positive insult to the Senate. Even Giles took 
up the challenge, and declared that as he had 
drawn the form of summons by which all the 
witnesses had been commanded to attend, with­
out indicating on whose behalf they were called, 
he could not admit that any distinction should 
be made in paying them. The Senate unani­
mously insisted on amending the bill, and Ran­
dolph insisted with equal obstinacy that the 
bill should not be amended. The two Houses 
were thus driven into a quarrel and the bill 
was lost. Randolph then, in flat contradiction 
of every financial doctrine he had ever pro: 
fessed, wished the House to pay his witnesses 
out of the contingent fund, and was defeated 
only by the withdrawal of the federalist mem­
bers, which left the House without a quorum 
whenever the resolution was brought up. In 
the midst of this mischievous confusion, the 
session ended at half past nine o'clock on the 
evening of March 3, 1805, three days after 
Chase's acquittal. 



CHAPTER VII 

THE QUARREL 

THE result of Chase's trial was disaStrous to 
the influence of Randolph and his whole sect. 
It widened the breach between him and the 
northern democrats, and deepened his distrust 
of Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madison, who had 
taken such good care not to allow their own 
credit to be involved with his. The yazoo 
quarrel added intensity to the feeling of bitter­
ness with which the session closed. When, 
after March 4, 1805, he went home to Bizarre, 
he was oppressed with. feelings of disappoint­
ment and perhaps of rage. There is no proof 
that he held the President or Mr. Madison 
responsible for the defeat of the impeachment; 
certainly he never brought such a charge; but 
he thought them to blame for the lax morality 
of the Yazoo bill, and he was particularly irri-

• tated with Mr. Madison, whose brother-in-law, 
John G. Jackson, a member of Congress from 
Virginia, had been a prominent supporter of 
that bill, and had sharply criticised Randolph's 
course in a speech to the House at a time when 
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Randolph's authority was trembling on the verge 
of overthrow. A few extracts from letters writ­
ten during the summer to Joseph Nicholspn will 
show th~ two correspondents and friends in their 
own fairest light: -

RA.NDOLPH TO NICHOLSON. 

"BIZ4RRE, 29 March, 1805. • • • My sins against 
Monroe, in whose debt I have been for near five 
months, would have excited something of compun&­
tion in me were I any longer susceptible of such sen­
sations; but I will write to him immediately on your 
subject; and, take my word for it, my good friend, 
he is precisely that man to whom your spirit would 
not disdain to be obliged. For, if I know yon, there 
are very few beings in this vile world of onrs from 
whom you would not scorn even the semblance of ob­
ligation. In a few weeks I shall sail for London my­
self. • • • I gather from the public prints that we are 
severely handled by the fads and their new allies. 
Not the least equivocal proof, my friend, that the 
trust reposed in us has not been betrayed. I hope to 
be back in time to trail a pike with you in the next 
campaign. ••• I wish very much to have if it were 
but half an hour's conversation with you. Should 
you see Gallatin, commend me to him and that ad­
mirable woman his wife. What do you augur from 
the vehement puif of B[ un]? As you well know, 
I never wa" among his persecutors, but this is over­
stepping the modesty of nature. Besides, we were 
in Washington at the time, and heard nothing of the 
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miraculous effects of his valtidictory. Rely upon it, 
strange things are at hand. Never did the times re­
quire more union and decision among the real friends 
of freedom. But shall we ever see decision or union? 
I fear not. To those men who are not disposed to 
make a job of politics, never did public affairs pre­
sent a more awful aspect. Everything and every­
body seems to be jumbled out of place, except a few 
men who are steeped in supine indifference, whilst 
meddling fools and designing knaves are ·governing 
the country under the sanction of their names." 

" 30 April. Of all the birds of the air, who should 
light upon me Way but our dapper sergeant-at-­
anna. His presence would have been of little mo­
ment had he not informed me that he left you in 
Washington in yonr usual good health and spirits. 
You know Wheaton, and will not be surprised when I 
tell you that from his impertinences I picked up some 
intelligence not altogether uninteresting. . The ex­
Vice [Burr] and Dayton, between whom, you know, . 
there has long subsisted a close political connection, 
and my precious colleague Jackson, who is deeply con­
cerned with this last in some very masterly specula­
tions, together with J. Smith of Ohio, himself no 
novice, and whose votes on a late occasion you cannot 
have forgotten, have given each other the rendez­
vous in the northwestern corner of our Union. The 
pious lEneas and faithful Achates are, I understand, 
about to reconnoitre lowel" Louisiana. • As to the 
upper district, I have no doubt they can safely trust 
that province to their well-tried coadjutor, the new 
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Governor [Wilkinson]. Nicholson, my good friend, 
rely upon it, this conjunction of malign planets bodes 
no good. As Mr. J. is again seated in the saddle for 
four years, with a prospect of reelection for life, the 
whole force of the adversaries of the man, and, what 
is of more moment, of his principles, will be bent to 
take advantage of the easy \lredulity of his temper, 
and thus arm themselves with power, to set both at 
defiance as soon as their schemes are ripe for exe­
cution. I do not like the aspect of affairs. • • • If 
you have not amused yourself with the Dean of St. 
Patrick's lately, let me refer you to his 'Free 
Thoughts on the Present State of Affairs' for a de­
scription of a race of politicians who have thriven 
wonderfully since his time. The 'whimsicals' advo­
cated the leading measures of their party until they 
were nearly ripe for execution, when they hung 
back, condemned the step after it was taken, and on 
most occasions affected a glorious neutrality." 

" 23 October. • . • I saw the great match for three 
thousand dollars: Mr. Tayloe's Peacemaker, 5 years 
old, Ibs. 118, against Mr. Ball's ch. c. Florizel, 4 years 
old, Ibs. 106, both by Diomed; four mile heats. It 
was won with perfect ease by Florizel, beating his 
adversary in a canter. • • • Thus, you see, while 
you tUl'bulent folks on the east of Chesapeake are 
wrangling about Snyder and McKean, we old Virgin­
ians are keeping it up, more majorum. De gustibus 
non est disputandum, says the proverb; nevertheless, 
I cannot envy the taste of him who finds more 
amullement in the dull scurrility of a newspaper than 
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in 'Netherby's Calendar,' and prefeJ's an election 
ground to a race-field. That good fellow Rodney 
has taken the trouble to send me a Phil"lphia 
print, full of abuse against myself, for which I had to 
pay 7/6 postage. If there had been any point in the 
piece I should have thought it very hard to be obliged 
to pay for having my feelings wounded; and as it is, 
to see a nameless somebody expose himself in an at­
tempt to slander me is not worth the money. I do not 
understand their actings and doings in our neighbor 
State. .As Dr. Doubly says, I fear there is some­
thing wrong on both sides, On the one hand indis­
cretion, intemperance, and rashness; on the other, 
versatility and treachery. I speak of the leaders • 
.As to the mass of society, they always mean well, as 
it never can become their interest to do ill. Before 
the election for Governor was decided in Pennsylva­
nia, I was somewhat dubious wheth!lr we should be 
able to reinstate Macon in the Speaker's chair. I 
am now seriously apprehensive for his election; and 
more on his account than from public considerations, 
although there is not a man in the House, himself 
and one other excepted, who is in any respect quali­
fied for the office. I cannot deny that the insult 
offered to thll man would move me more than the 
injury done the public by his rejection. Indeed, I 
am not sure that such a step, although productive of 
temporary inconvenience, would not be followed by 
permanent good effects. It would open the eyes of 
many well.meaning persons, who, in avoiding the 
Scylla of innovation, have plunged into the Charybdis 
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of federalism. • • • Do not fail to be in Washing­
ton time enough to counteract the plot against the 
Speaktr, and pray apprise such of his friends as are 
within your reach of its existence." 

When we reflect that these letters were writ­
ten by one angry politician to another, and that 
Randolph's relations With Nicholson were ab­
solutely confidential, it must be agreed that on 
the whole they give an agreeable impression of 
Randolph. We see him, with Nicholson.; M~ 
con, and a few other very honest men, looking 
on With anxiety while Burr and Dayton were 
hatching their plot, and working on the "easy 
credulity" of Mr. Jefferson's temper. Their 
anxiety was not Without ample cause, although 
Mr. Jefferson did not share it until too late to 
prevent the danger. We. see them watching 
"meddling fools and designing knaves" who 
surrounded the administration, and their esti­
mates of character were· not very far from right. 
We see, too, the contempt With which Ran­
dolph's group regarded the .. whimsicals" of 
their party, and "my precious colleague J ack­
son," brother-in-law of the Secretary of State, 
and John Smith of Ohio, Burr's friend, who 
had voted for Justice Chase's acquittal. There 
is no sign of violence or revenge in these let­
ters; in reading them one is forced to believe 
that in this Virginian character there were two 
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sides, so completely distinct that the one had no 
connection with the other. The nobler traits. 
shown only to those he loved, were caught 
by Gilbert Stuart in a portrait painted in this 
year, when Randolph was thirty-three. Open, 
candid, sweet in expression, full of warmth, 
sympathy, and genius, this portrait exp~sses all 
his higher instincts. and interprets the mystery 
of the affection and faith he inspired in his 
friends. H there were other expressions in this 
mobile face which the painter did not care to 
render, he at least succeeded in showing artists 
what the world values most,-how to respect 
and dignify their subject. 

Randolph's letters to Nicholson were not 
more temperate or sensible than those he wrote 
to Gallatin at the same time, which covertly 
suggest without openly expressing two of the 
writer's antipathies, the Smiths of Maryland 
and Mr. Madison. Robert Smith was Secre­
tary of the Navy, and Mr. Madison was a rival 
with Mr. Monroe for the succession to the 
presidency. 

BANDOLPB TO GALLATIN • 

.. 28 JuM, 1805 •••• I do not understand yonr 
mana!DYre8 at headqnarters, nor shonld I be snr­
prised to see the Navy Department abolished, or, in 
more appropriate phrase, swept by the board, at the 
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next session of Congress. The nation has had the 
most conclusive proof that a head is no necessary 
appendage to the establishment." 

"25 October. • • • I look forward to the ensuing 
session of Congress with no very pleasant feelings. 
To say nothing of the disadvantages of the place, 

, natural as well as acquired, I anticipate a plentiful 
harvest of bickering and blunders; of which, how­
ever, I hope to be a quiet if not an unconcerned 
spectator. • • • I regret exceedingly Mr. Jefferson's 
resolution to retire, and almost as much the prema­
ture annunciation of that determination. It almost 
precludes a revision of his purpose, to say nothing 
of the intrigues which it will set on foot. If I were 
sure that Monroe would succeed him, my regret would 
be very much diminished. Here, you see, the Vir­
ginian breaks out; but, like the Prussiau cadet, 'I 
must request you not to make this known to the Sec­
retary of the Treasury.''' 

The sudden announcement of Mr. Jefferson's 
withdrawal now made Madison a candidate for 
the presidency in 1808, and, in Randolph's 
opinion, Madison.was a Yazoo man, a. colorless 
semi-federalist, an intriguer with northern demo­
crats and southern speculators, one who never 
set his face firmly against an intrigue or a job. 
Holding the man at thi.s low estimate, it was 
out of the question for Randolph to support him, 
and he turned to Monroe, who alone could con­
test with Madison the State of Virginia. As 
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luck would have it, Mr. Madison, unknown to 
Randolph, was doing much to justify this hos­
tility. Between him and the President at 
Washington, and Mr. Monroe and Mr. Charles 
Pinckney at Madrid, the Spanish dispute had 
been brought to a pass which only Randolph's 
tongue could describe. After claiming West 
Florida as a part of the Louisiana purchase, 
and allowing Randolph to erect Mobile by law 
into a collection distr~ct for the United States 
customs, they had been compelled to receive a 
terrible castigation from the Marquis of Casa 
Y rujo at Washington, and to hear his bitter 
severities supported at Madrid and indorsed at 
Paris. Their own minister at Madrid, Charles 
Pinckney, undertaking to bully the Spanish 
government into concessions, actually made a 
sort of public declaration of war, which Mr. 
Madison hastily disavowed by sending Monroe 
to Madrid. Monroe suffered ignominious de­
feat. The Spanish government, which, as must 
be owned, was wholly in the right,listened very 
civilly to all that Monroe had to say, and after 
keeping him five months hanging about Madrid 
declined to yield a single point, and left him 
to travel back to Paris in high dudgeon. At 
Paris, M. Talleyrand coldly announced that an 
attack upon Spain was an attack upon France, 
and that Spain was right in every particular. 
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Monroe returned to his legation at London, not 
a little bewildered and mortified, just in time 
to find that Mr. Pitt, during his absence, had 
upset the rules hitherto recognized as. regulating 
the subject of neutral commerce, and that Sir 
William Scott had announced in his Admiralty 
Court a new decision, which swept scores of 
innocent American ships, without warning, as 
good prize into British ports. 

Here was a list of misadventures well calcu­
lated to keep Mr. Madison busily at work, with 
very little prospect of repairing them. For 
a time during the summer of 1805, every one 
at Washington, except the Secretary of the 
Treasury, fulminated war against Spain. On 
reflection, however, the President thought bet­
ter of it. This pacific turn took place about 
October 23, when Randolph' was writing so 
mildly to Nicholson and Gallatin; and it was 
caused ostensibly by the war news in Europe. 
At a cabinet meeting on November 12, Mr. 
Jefferson accordingly suggested a new overture 
to _ Bonaparte. "I proposed," said he in his 
manuscript memoranda, "we should address 
ourselves to France, informing her it was a last 
effort at amicable settlement with Spain, and 
offer to h,er or through her a sum of moneyfor 
the rights of Spain east of Iberville, say the 
Floridas." "It was agreed unanimously, and 
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the sum to be offered fixed not to exceed five 
million dollars." Not only was it distinctly 
understood and stated in Mr. Jefferson's own 
hand at the time that this money "was to be 
the exciting motive for France, to whom Spain 
is in arrears for subsidies," but in the course of 
the next week dispatches arrived from Paris 
containing an informal offer from Talleyrand"to 
effect the object desired on condition of a pay­
ment of seven millions, which were of course to 
go to France; and this proposition from Talley­
rand was instantly accepted as the groundwork 
of the new offer of five millions. 

The President wished to send instructions oli 
the spot authorizing General Armstrong, our 
minister at Paris, to pledge government for the 
first installment of two millions, but was over­
ruled, and it was decided to wait an appropria­
tion from Congress. Then" the question rose, 
How was the subject to be got before Congress? 
Secrecy was required, for in this whole transac­
tion everything was to be secret; but to conceal 
measures which must be confided to two hun­
dred men was not a light task, and Mr. Jeffer­
son, with his easy temper, forgot that John 
Randolph was not 80 easy-tempered as himself. 

At length the President arranged the plan. 
He sent to Congress his annual message, con­
taining a very warlike review of the Spanish 
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difficulties, and a few days later he followed up 
this attack by sending papers showing, among 
other things, that trespasses had been commit­
ted in the Mississippi territory by two parties 
of Spanish subjects. To these communications 
Congress was to respond in a series of belliger­
ent resolutions, drawn by the President himseH. 
This done, he was to send a secret message 
requesting an appropriation of two millions 
towards buying Fl~rida, and this secret message 
was to be made the subject of a confidential re­
port from a special committee, to be followed 
by an immediate appropriation. 

In due time the matter was arranged. Con­
gress met on December 2. Macon, after a 
sharp contest, was reelected Speaker, the north­
ern democrats at last work~ng up their courage 
so far as fairly to rebel against the tyranny 
of the Virginian group. Randolph and Nichol­
Bon were again put at the head of the Ways 
and Means Committee. The annual message, 
Bounding war, was sent in on December 3; the 
secret message, inviting Congress to make pro­
vision for a. settlement, followed on December 
6: both were referred to committees at the head 
of which Randolph and Nicholson were placed, 
and the President restlessly waited for the echo 
of his words. 

The echo did not come. On the contrary, a 
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aeries of lively scenes followed such as no comic 
dramatist, neither Sheridan nor Mark Twain 
himself; could represent with all the humor of 
the reality. Either dramatist or novelist would 
be taxed with gross exaggeration who should 
describe the events of this winter as grotesquely 
as they occurNld, or should paint the queer 
figure of Randolph, booted, riding-whip in hand, 
flying about among the astonished statesmen, 
and flinging, one after the other, Mr. Jefferson, 
Mr. Madison, and dozens of helpless congress­
men headlong into the mire. The instant Ran­
dolph grasped the situation, he saw that Mr. 
Madison had converted the Spanish dispute into 
a French job. He put the President's messages 
in his pocket. Honestly indignant at what he 
considered a mean attempt to bribe one nation 
to join in robbing another, he thought 'the whole 
transaction only worthy of Madison's groveling 
character. All his prejudices were strengthened 
and his contempt for the Secretary was inrned 
into a passion. Meanwhile, he had found that 
Mr. Madison's partisans were extremely active, 
and that his candidacy was to be prevented only 
by vigorous resistance. " One of the· first causes 
of surprise," said he, " which presen~d itself to 
me, on coming to the seat of government, was 
that, while the people of the United States 
thought all eyes were fixed on the shores of the 
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Atlantic, all eyes were in fact fixed on the half­
way house between this and Georgetown; that 
the question was not what we should do with 
France or Spain or England, but who should be 
the next President." " I came here disposed to 
cooperate with the government in all its mea­
sures. I told them so." Mr. Madison's avowed 
candidacy and the disclosure of the two-million 
job cut all pacific plans short; he had no choice 
but to interpose; he felt himself forced into a 
dilemma. 

For a time he hesitated. Calling his com­
mittee together, he affected to see nothing in 
the secret message that could be construed as 
a request for money to purchase Florida, and 
a majority of the committee joined him in this 
view. He went to see Mr. Madison, and, ac­
cording to his account, the Secretary told him 
that France was the great obstacle to the com­
promise of Spanish difficulties; that she would 
not permit Spain to settle her disputes with us 
because France wanted money, and we must 
give her money or have a Spanish and French 
war,-all which, whether Mr. Madison said it 
or not, was true, but put a terrible weapon into 
Randolph's hands. He called on the President, 
always affecting total ignorance as to executive 
plans, and professing a wish to coOperate with 
the government so far as his principles and 
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judgment would permit; yet when Mr. Jeffer­
Bon explained that he wanted two millions to 
buy Florida, Randolph replied without reserve 
tbat he would never consent, because tbe money 
bad not been asked for in the message, and he 
would not take on his own shoulders or those 
of the House the proper responsibility of the 
Executive; but even if the money had been 
expressly asked, he should have been averse to 
granting it, because, after the failure of every 
attempt at negotiation, such a step would dis­
grace us forever; because France would be en­
couraged to blackmail us on all occasions, and 
England would feel contempt for our measures­
and attitude towards herself. He did not mince 
his words. 

The meeting of the committee and the in. 
terviews with Mr. Madison and the President 
seem all to have taken place on December 7 and 
8. Randolph now waited a week, and then 
on December 14 coolly set out for Baltimore, 
where he passed another week, while the ad· 
ministration was fuming in Washington, unable 
to call the committee together. On December 
21 he returned, and by this time the excite. 
ment had waxed high, so that even his friend 
Nicholson remonstrated. The committee was 
instantly called, and Randolph, booted and 
spurred, as he had ridden from Baltimore, was 
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hurrying to the committee-room, when he was. 
stopped by his friend Gallatin, who put into his 
hands a paper headed" Provision for the pur­
chase of Florida." Randolph broke out upon 
him with a strong expression of disgust. He 
declared that he would not vote a shilling; that 
the whole proceeding was highly disingenuous; 
that the President said one thing in public, 
another in private, took all the honor to himself, 
and threw all the odium on Congress; and that 
true wisdom and cunning were utterly incom­
patible in the management of great affairs. 
Then, striding off to his committee, he put his 
opinions into something more than words. Ex­
cept for Mr. Bidwell of Massachusetts, the com­
mittee was wholly under his control, and, instead 
of reporting the two-million appropriation pro­
posed by Mr. Bidwell, the majority directed 
Ran~olph to ask the Secretary of War what 
force was needed to protect the southwest fron­
tier. When the Secretary's answer was received, 
the committee met again, and a second time Mr. 
Bidwell moved the resolution to appropriate the 
two millions. Randolph induced the committee 
to reject the motion, and then himself drafted a 
warlike report, which closed with a. resolution 
to raise troops for the defense of the southwest 
frontiers" from Spanish inroad and insult." 

He seems to have dragged Nicholson with 
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him by main force, for among Judge Nicholson's 
papers is a slip of Randolph's handwriting, care­
fully preserved and indorsed in the Judge's 
hand: "John Randolph's note relative to the 
vote of two millions for the Floridas. Last of 
December, 1805, or first of January, 1806, just 
before the report was made." 

RANDOLPH TO NICHOLSON. 

" I am still too unwell to tum out. My bowels are 
torn all to pieces. If you persist in voting the money, 
the committee will alter its report. Write me on this 
subject, and tell me what you are doing. How is 
Edward to-day? I've heard from St. George. He 
got to Norfolk in time for the Intrepid, on the 24th, 
Tuesday. She was loaded, and only waiting for a fair 
wind. If the southeaster of Friday did not drive her 
back into the Chesapeake, she has by this time crossed 
the Gulf Stream. The poor fellow was very seasick 
going down the bay. Yours truly, J. R. 

.. MR. NICHOLSON of Maryland." 

Nicholson did not persist, and accordingly the 
report as Randolph drafted it was adopted by 
the aid of federalist votes in committee, and was 
presented to the House on January 3, 1806. 
This serio-eomio drama had now consumed a 
month, during which time Randolph was gravely 
nndertaking to govern the country in spite of 
il.l;elf, and, by tacti09 of delay, resistance, and 
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dictation, to defeat the will of the President and 
the party. He had succeeded in checking the 
Yazoo compromise by like tactics, and he did 
not altogether fail in this new struggle, although 
no sooner had the House recovered possession of 
the subject than it went into secret session, Bung 
Randolph's report aside, and took up in its place 
the ~resident's two-million appropriation. Ran­
dolph, whose temper never allowed him to play 
a losing game with coolness or skill, threw him­
self with a sort of fury into the struggle over 
his report, and day after· day for a week occu­
pied the Boor in committee of the whole House. 
Beaten in committee, and forced· to see the 
appropriation reported, he kept up his opposi­
tion at every stage in its passage, while the 
federalists smiled approval, and the northern 
democrats sulkily voted as they were bidden. 
On January 11 Randolph's warlike report was 
rejected by a vote of 72 to 58, and on the 14th 
the House adopted Bidwell's resolution by a 
vote of 77 to 54, the federalists and twenty­
seven republicans voting with Randolph against 
the administration. 

At length the House reopened its doors, and 
the world asked curiously what had happened 
in the long conclave. Randolph was not the 
man to let himself be overriden in secret. His 
method of attack was always the same: to 
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spring suddenly, violently, straight at the face 
of his opponent was his invariable rule; and in 
this sort of r.ough-and-tumble he had no equal. 
In the white heat of passionate rhetoric he could 
gouge and kick, bit9 off an ear or a nose, or hit 
below the waist; and he did it with astonishing 
quickness and persistence. No public man in 
America ever rivaled him in these respects; it 
was his unapproached talent. With a frail 
figure, wretched health; and despondent tem­
perament, he. could stand on the Hoor of the 
House two or three hours at a time, day after 
day, and with violent gesticulation and piercing 
voice pour out a continuous stream of vitupera­
tion in well-chosen language and with sparkling 
illustration. In the spring of 1806 he was new 
in the role, and still wore some of the shreds 
and patches of official dignity. The world was 
scandalized or amused, according to its politics, 
at seeing the President's cousin and friend, Vir­
ginian of Virginians, spoiled child of hiS party 
and recognized mouthpiece of the administra­
tion, a partisan railer against federalism, whose 
bitter tongue had for years spit defiance upon 
everything smacking of federal principles, now 
suddenly turn about and rail at Mr. Jefferson 
and Mr. Madison, as he had railed at Washing­
ton and John Adams, while he voted steadily 
with federalists and exercised diabolical inge-
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nuity to thwart and defeat the measures of 
friends. His melodramatic success was largely 
one of scandal, but there was in it also an ele­
ment of respectability. To defy power requires 
courage, and although Ran!Iolph's audacity too 
closely resembled mere bad temper, yet it was 
rare, and to the uncritical public admirable. 
:Moreover, there could be no doubt of the in­
fernal ability with which he caught and tor­
tured his victims; and finally, although the 
question of fact was unfortunately little to the 
purpose even then, and now only interests mere 
fumblers of historical detail, it is quite certain 
that in his assertions he was essentially correct, 
and that the sting of his criticisms lay in their 
truth. 

On :March 5, 1806, he began his long publio 
career of opposition. Mr. Gregg of Pennsyl­
vania had offered a resolution for prohibiting the 
importation of British goods, in retaliation for 
:Mr. Pitt's attack on our carrying trade. :Mr. 
Crowoinshield of Salem supported the measure 
in a speech strongly warlike in tone, which 
certainly promised more than was afterwards 
achieved as a result of our future conquests, 
besides suggesting confiscation of British debts 
to the amount of forty million dollars. Mr. 
CroWnioshield was a New England demo­
crat, a thorough supporter of Mr. Jefferson, a 
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.. Y &ZOO man," who had lately allowed himseH 
to be made Secretary of the Navy and declined 
to serve. On all these accounts he was an ob­
ject of hatred to Randolph, who rose when he 
eat down. 

First he gave Mr. Crowninshield a stinging 
blow in the face: .. I am not surprised to hear 
men advocate these wild opinions, to see them, 
goaded on by a spirit of mercantile avarice, 
straining their feeble strength to excite the 
nation to war, when they have reached this 
stage of infatuation that we are an overmatch 
for Great Britain on the ocean. It is mere 
waste of time to reason with such persons. . 
They do not deserve anything like serious refu­
tation. The proper arguments for such states­
men are a strait-waistcoat, a dark room, water 
gruel, and depletion." Then, after a few words 
on the dispute with England, adopting the ex­
treme ground that the carrying trade was a 
mushroom, a fungus, not worth a contest, an 
unfair trade, to protect which we were to be 
plunged into war by the spirit of avaricious 
traffic, he hit one of his striking illustrations: 
.. What! shall this great mammoth of the 
American forest leave his native element, and 
plunge .into the water in a mad contest with 
the shark! Let him beware that his proboscis 
is not bitten off in the engagement. Let him. 
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stay on shore, and not be excited by the mus­
sels and periwinkles on the strand."· Then he 
touched on the policy of throwing weight ipto 
the scale of France against England, and on 
the effects of foreign war in subverting . the 
Constitution, gradually coming round to the 
proposed confiscation of British debts in order 
to strike another ugly blow at Mr. Crownin­
shield's face: "God help you, if these are your 
ways and means for carrying on war; if your 
finances are in the hands of such a chancellor 
of the exchequer! Because a man can take an 
observation and keep a log-book and a reckon-

. ing, can navigate a cock-boat to .the West Indies 
or the East, shall he aspire to navigate the great 
vessel of state, - to .stand at the helm of public 
councils? Ne sutor ultra crepidam I " 

This, however, was mere by-play; it was not 
Crowninshield at whom his harangue was aimed, 
but far more important game, and his audience 
could see him approach nearer and nearer his 
real victim, as though he were himself drawn on 
against his own judgment by the fascination of 
hatred. 

"You may go to war for this excrescence of the 
carrying trade, and make peace at the expense of the 
Constitution; your Executive will lord it over y~u." 
" I have before protested; and I again protest, against 
secret, irresponsible, overruling influence. The first 
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question 'I asked when I saw the gentleman's resolu­
tion was, • Is this a measure of the Cabinet? ' Not 
of an open, declared' Cabinet, but of an invisible, 
inscrutable, unconstitutional Cabinet, without respon­
sibility, unknown to the Constitution! I speak of 
back-stairs influence, - of men who bring messages 
to this House, which, although they do not. appear 
on its journals, govern its decisiolls. Sir, the first 
question I asked on the subject of British relations 
was, 'What is the opinion of the Cabinet?' " What 
measures will they recommend to Congress? ' Well 
knowing that, whatever measures we might take, they 
must execute them, and therefore that we should have 
their opinion on the subject. My answer was, and 
from a Cabinet minister, too, 'There is 1W longer 
any Cabinet.' Subsequen~ circumstan~eB, sir, have 
given me a personal knowledge of the fact." 

This attempt to drag Mr. Gallatin into the 
business of discrediting the President and Sec­
retary of State was a serious if not a fatal 
mistake; but Randolph was already out of his 
head. After alienating Gallatin, he insulted 
the whole House, exasperating poor Sloan of 
New Jersey as he had already embittered 
Crowninshield: "Like true political quacks, 
you deal only in hand-bills and nostrums. Sir, 
I blush to see the record of our proceedings; 
they resemble nothing but the advertisements 
of patent medicines. Here you have 'the worm-
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destroying lozenges;' there 'Church's cough­
drops; , and, to crown the whole, 'Sloan's vege­
table specific,' an infallible remedy for all 
nervous disorders and vertigos of brain-sick pol­
iticians, - each man earnestly adjuring you to 
give his medicine only a fair trial." This done, 
he suddenly shot another arrow within the sacred 
circle of the administration into the secret and 
mysterious Spanish embroglio: "And where 
are you going to send your political panacea, 
resolutions and hand-bills excepted, your sole 
arcanum of government, your king cure..aJl? 
To Madrid? No I You are not such quacks· 
as not to know where the shoe pinches. To 
Paris!" ." After shrinking from the Spanish 
jackal, do you presume to bully the British 
lion?" Another foul blow, for his lips were 
sealed on what had been done in secret session; 
but it brought him at last to his end. "Unde 
derivatur' Whence comes it," this non-im­
portation bantling? "Some time ago, a book 
was laid on our tables, which, like some other 
bantlings, did not bear the name of its father." 
This was. Mr. Madison's well-known examina­
tion into the British doctrine of neutral trade. 
"If, sir, I were the foe, as I trust I am the 
friend, of this nation, I· would exclaim, 'Oh 
that mine enemy would write a book I ' At the 
very outset, in the very first page, I believe, 



THE QUARREL 177 

there is a complete abandonment of the prin­
ciple in dispute. Has any gentleman got the 
work? " Then he read a few lines from the 
book, and flung it aside. Again sweeping away 
over a long, discursive path of unconnected dis­
cussion about Spain, France and England, New 
Orleans, Holland, and a variety of lesser topics, 
including remarks made by "the greatest man 
whom I ever knew, the immortal author of 
'he letters of Curtius," he closed by another 
challenge to the administration:-

"Until I came into the House this morning I had 
been stretched on a sick-bed; but when I behold the 
atJairs of this nation, instead of being where I hoped 
and the people believed they were, in the hands of 
responsible men, committed to Tom, Dick, and Harry, 
to the refuse of the retail trade of polities, I do feel, 
I cannot help feeling, the moat deep and serious 
concern. If the executive government would step 
forward and say, 'Such is Ou!' pIan, such is our 
opinion, and Buch are our reasons in support of it,' 
I would meet it fairly, would openly oppose or pledge 
myself to support it. ••• I know, sir, that we may 
say and do say that w~ are independent (would' it 
were true I), as free to give a direction to the Execu­
tive as to receive it from him; but do what you will, 
foreign relations, every measure short of war, and 
even the eourse of hostilities, depend upon him. He 
stands at the helm, and must guide the vessel of state. 
You give him money to buy Florida, and he pQl'lo 
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chases Louisiana. You may furnish means; the ap­
plication of those means rests with hi~. Let not 
the master and mate go below when the ship rs in 
distress, and throw the responsibility upon the cook 
and the cabin-boy! " 

'The next day he returned to the attack, and 
assailed Mr. Madison's pamphlet with a sort of 
fury. "No, sir; whatever others may think, I 
have no ambition to have written such a book as 
this. I abjure the very idea." He called it" a 
miserable card-house of an argument, which the 
first puff of wind must demolish." "Sir, I 
have tl'ied, but I could not get through this work. 
I found it so wiredrawn, the thread so fine, that 
I could neither see nor feel it; such a tangled 
cobweb of' contradictions that I was obliged to 
give it up." Flinging it violently upon the 
floor, as though it were only fit to be trampled 
on, he maintained that England· was justifiable 
in all her measures, even in impressing our sea­
men; impressment was a necessity of war. He 
attacked the navy department for waste. He 
affirmed that Great Britain was the sole bul. 
wark of the human race. 

This was the man who, barely a year before, 
had been crying out that the navy should be 
employed to blow the. British frigates out of 
water, and who wished to see our officers and sea­
men lying yard-arm and yard-arm in the attack. 
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.. Though we lost all, we should not· lose our 
national honor." Within the year Great Brit­
ain . had made more than one additional on­
slaught upon our national honor, but Randolph 
would now listen to no thought of war, and 
derided the use of our M,vy. After all, there 
was much to be said on this side of the ques­
tion, and, as events proved, had Mr. Jefferson 
followed his first impulse in the summer of 
1805, and seized the moment for going to war 
with Spain and France, he might perhaps have 
checkmated the aggressive tories in England, 
prevented the war of 1812, and probabll saved 
himself, his successor, and his party from being 
driven into a. false position in regard to the 
liberties of Europe and the states~ rights of 
America. Randolph, however, did not advocate. 
this policy now, when he might have done so 
with effect. Repeatedly and emphatically he 
declared himself opposed to war with Spain or 
France or any other nation. "There was no 
party of men in this House or elsewhere in favor 
of war." " We were not for war; we were for 
peace." His only recommendation, repeated 
over and over again, was one of the most ex­
traordinary, as coming from his mouth, that 
human wit could have imagined: -

.. I.can readily tell gentlemen what I will not do. 
I will not propitiate any foreign nation with money. 
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I will not launch into a naval war with Great 
. Britain •••• I will send her money, sir, on no 
pretext whatever, much less on pretense of bnying 
Labrador or Botany Bay, when my real object was 
to secure limits which she formally acknowledged at 
the peace of 1783. I go farther. I would, if any­
thing, have laid an embargo. This would have got 
our property home, and our adversary's into our 
power. If there is any wisdom left among us, the 
first step towards hostility will always be an embargo. 
In six months all your mercantile megrims would 
vanish. As to us, although it would cut deep, we can 
stand i\-" "What would have been a firm measure? 
An embargo. That would have gone to the root of 
the evil." 

With what interest and amusement, with 
what fury and unconcealed mortification, such 

• speeches were listened to by the House may be 
easily conceived. That they were desultory, 
and skipped from subject to subject with little 
apparent connection, was an additional charm. 
No one could tell where or when his sudden 
blows were to fall. He dwelt on nothing long 
enough to be tedious. He passed hither and 
thither, uttering sense and nonsense, but always 
straining every nerve to throw contempt on Mr. 
Madison and his supporters. In his next speech 
he avowed himself to be no longer a republican ; 
he belonged to the third party, the quiddist8 or 
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quid/J, being that tertium quid, that "third 
something," which had no name, but was really 
an anti-Madison movement, an "anti-Yazoo" 
combination. When at last, on April 5,1806, 
he dragged the Spanish embroglio before the 
open House under pretext of correcting the 
secret journal, the personal bias of his opposi­
tion became still more strongly marked. He 
told how Mr. Madison had said to him that 
France wanted money, and we must give her 
money. " I considered it a base prostration of 
the national character to excite one nation by 
money to bully another nation out of i"ts pro­
perty, and from that moment and to the last 
moment of my life my confidence in the princi­
ples of the man entertaining those sentiments 
died, never to live again." No answer to this 
charge was ever made; no satisfactory answer . 
was possible. Mr. Madison's counter-statement, 
which may be seen in the third volume of his 
printed correspondence (p. 104), is equivocal 
and disingenuous. The" two-million" transac­
tion was one of the least defensible acts of Mr. 
Jefferson's administration; but this does not 
affect the fact that Randolph was merely using 
it, and the private knowledge which Mr. Madi­
Bon's confidence had.given him, in order to carry 
out an attempt at political assassination. His 
deepest passions were not roused by the "two. 
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million job," but by Madison's overpowering 
influence. From the first this domination had 
galled him: in the Yazoo contest it strove to 
defeat him on his own ground; it crowed over 
him on his own dunghill; and he had fought 
and beaten it w~th the desperate courage of his 
Virginian game-cocks. Even at this moment 
he was proclaiming the fact in his speeches. 
"The whole executive government has had a 
bias to the Yazoo interest ever since I had a seat 
here. This is the original sin which has created 
all the mischiefs which gentlemen pretend to 
throw on the impressment of our seamen and 
God knows what I This is the cause of those 
mischiefs which existed years ago." "The 
Yazoo business is the beginning and the end, 
the Alpha and Omega of our alphabet." Mr. 
Madison's influence had been brought into the 
House and pitted against his own; he was now 
retaliating by an attack on Mr. Madison before 
the country. A rumor ran through Washington 
that he meant to impeach Madison for attempt. 
ing to get the two millions to Europe before 
receiving authority from Congress, and he did 
in fact make a desperate attempt to drag Galla­
tin into support of this charge • 

. Unluckily for Randolph, it was not directly 
Mr. Madison, but the President, who had in­
vented and carried ·out the whole" two-IW,llion " 
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scheme down to its smallest detail All the 
Cabinet knew this fact, and the President's 
conscience was of course active iD. stimulating 
him to protect his Secretary. The party could 
not let Mr. Madison perish as a martyr before 
the altar of Jeffersonian popularity. Tosustain 
him was no matter of choice, but a necessity. 
The northern democrats never faltered in their . 
discipline, and the southern republicans were 
slowly whipped back to their ranks. Ran­
dolph's wild speeches between March 5 and 
April 21, 1806, were fatal only to himself •. In 
his struggle a.,<rainst the administration on the 
two-million policy, early in January, he carried 
with him some twenty-seven republicans, in­
cluding a majority of the Virginia delegation; 
but his withdrawal from the party in April, 
and his unexpected devotion to England, left 
these followers in an awkward place, where little 
could be done by resisting Madison within the 
party, and still less by following Randolph into 
opposition. One by one they fell away from 
their eccentric and extrav80"'lUlt chief. 

Meanwhile, Randolph showed an astonish­
ing genius for destroying his own influence and 
strengthening his opponents. He obstructed 
the business of the House, and then sneered 
at the majority for the condition their affairs 
were in. He brought up the navy appropri&-
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tions with a blank for contingent expenses, 
and told the House to fill it up as they pleased; 
their decision would be no check on the expen­
diture; whether they provided the money or not, 
the department would spend it. He kept back 
the appropriation bills till late in the session, 
and then rose to inform the House, with a con­
temptuous smile, that All-Fools' Day was at 
hand, when, if they did not pass the bill for the 
support of government, they would look like 
fools indeed. He made the most troublesome 
attempts to abolish taxes. a:e had another bout 
with the Yazoo men, and managed to procure 
the rejection of their bill. He tore the mask 
of secrecy from the Spanish negotiation, and 
succeeded in defeating all chance of its suc­
cess. He even irritated Napoleon against the 
government, and helped to confirm both France 
and Great Britain in their meditated aggres­
sions. His vehemence of manner was equal to 
the violence of his language and acts. One of 
the members, Sloan, of the "vegetable specific," 
described him on the floor of the House inviting 
the attacks of his enemies, and representing 
them as crying out," Away with him I Away 
with him I Clap on the crown of thorns!" 
(clapping his hand on the top of his head). 
"Crucify him I Crucify him!" (whirling his 
arm about). On another occasion, it seems, he 
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shook his fist at a member, and not only ordered 
him to sit down, but to go down the back stairs •• 
Finally he charged Mr. Findley of Pennsylvania, 
once his "venerable friend" and .. political 
father," not only with .. mumbling," but with 
being an old toothless driveler, in his second 
dotage. 

Yet in his most violent passions he kept his 
coolneu of head, and knew well how to subor­
dinate an enmity to an interest. Even while 
most bitterly charging Mr. Madison with sub­
servience to France, and proving his charge by 
betraying private conversations, as no man of 
true self-respect could have done, he was him­
self helping the Secretary to put the country on 
its knees before Napoleon in an attitude more 
humiliating than the United States had ever 
yet auumed towards a foreign power. In the 
session of 1804-5 Congress, out of deference to 
France and to the obligations of international 
law, passed an act to regulate the trade with 
revolted St. Domingo, and to restrain it within 
proper and peaceful limits. In the summer ·of 
1805 Napoleon, still unsatisfied, issued an order 
that the United States government should stop 
the trade altogether. His peremptory note on 
the subject to Talleyrand, dated August 10, 
1805, is curious, not only as an example of his 
extraordinary iguorance, but still more as a. 
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specimen of his emphasis. "I want you to 
'"send a note to the American minister here, ••• 
and declare to him that it is time to stop this." 
M. Talleyrand obeyed. General Turreau, also; 
his minister at Washington, notified Mr. Madi­
son that" this system must continue no longer 
(ne pourrait pas durer)." These letters were 
called for and printed, while Congress, in De­
cember, 1805, and January, 1806, were consid­
ering a bill introduced by Senator Logan of 
Pennsylvania to prohibit the trade in question. 
That Logan's bill was in reality a subordinate 
but essential part of the two-million scheme is 
self-evident j but Randolph, not Mr. Jefferson 

. or Mr. Mad.ison, is the subject of this story, 
and it is interesting to ask whether Randolph 
denounced the bill and exposed the shame to 
which the administration was privy. 

To prohibit the trade with St. Domingo was 
to make the United States government a party 
in the attempt to reestablish French influence 
in the American hemisphere j it was to help 
Napoleon in his plan of reenslaving the negroes 
whom France had declared free; it was to en­
force a French sham blockade by our legisla­
tion, to bolster up a mere pretense of French 
occupancy, to throw the whole trade of this 
rich market into the hands of England, and to 
endanger the life of every American in St. Do-
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mingo. Mr. Madison had resisted the measure 
as long as he dared. He now yielded, partly 
to the mandate of Napoleon, partly to the 
outcry of the southern slaveholders, who were 
wild with fear of the revolted Haytian negroes, 
and who seized with avidity upon the bill. They 
forced it through the House with unreasoning 
arrogance, at the time when Randolph, an ami 
des ncnrs, a hater of slavery, was angriest at the 
attempt of Mr. Madison to bribe the French 
government with five mPIion dollars. This new 
proof of the "base prostration of the national 
character" inherent in the Florida negotiation 
might have been a terrible weapon in Ran­
dolph's hands had he chosen to use it, but, 80 

far from using it, he imitated Mr. Madison's 
own conduct: he hid himself from sight. " I 
voted in favor of it," said he in 1817. He was 
mistaken. He did n~t vote at all; he gave the 
bill his silent support. " I voted in favor of it 
because I considered St. Domingo as an anomaly 
among the nations of the earth, and I considered 
it my duty, • • • as a representative above all 
of the southern portion of the United States, to 
leave nothing undone which could possibly give 
to the white population in that island an as­
cendencyover the blacks." For such a purpose 
he could consent to use the powers of centraliza­
tion in defiance of international law, in contempt 
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of the rights of northern merchants, and in for­
getfulness of constitutional theories; hut if he 
held the arbitrary prohibition of trade with St. 
Domingo to be constitutional, how was he after­
wards to denounce as unconstitutional either 
the embargo, or the non-intercourse, or the law 
abolishing the coastwise slave-trade? 

Thus, at length, on April 21, 1806, this 
extraordinary sessi()n closed, one of the most 
remarkable in the history of our government. 
Randolph was left a political Wreck; the true 
Virginian school of politics was forever ruined; 
Macon was soon driven from the speakership, 
and Nicholson forced on to the bench; Gallatin 
was paralyzed; Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Madison, 
and • ultimately Mr. Monroe were thrown into 
the hands of the northern democrats,. whose 
loose political morality he!lceforward found no . 
check; the spirit of intrigue was stimulated, 
and the most honest and earnest convictions of 
the republican party were discredited. That 
Mr. Jefferson had steadily drifted away from 
his original theories was true, and that his 
party, like all other parties, was more or less. 
corrupted by power can hardly be denied; but 
Randolph's leadership aggravated these evils, 
deprived him and the better southern republi­
cans of all influence for good, and left corrupt 
factions to dispute with each other the posses­
sion of merely selfish power. 



CHAPTER vm 
MONROE AND THE 8l\UTHS 

OF all republican factions the most mischiev. 
ous was that which gathered round· Robert 
Smith, the Secretary of the Navy, and his 
brother, Samuel Smith, the senator from Mary. 
land. The latter, during this turbulent session, 
had contributed not a little to vex and worry 
Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madison by an attempt 
to force himself upon them as a special envoy • 

. to London to aid or supplant Monroe in his dif. 
ficult negotiations on the neutral trade. The 
first effect of Randolph's violent outburst was 
to drive General Smtih back to discipline; the 
remote result was to give him more influence 
than before. As Smith wrote to his brother-in. 
law, Wilson Cary Nicholas, on April 1, 1806:-

"The question was simply, Buy or Fight! Both 
Konses by great majorities said, Buy! The manner 
of buying appears a little disagreeable. Men will 
differ even on that subject. Politicians will believe 
it perfectly honest to induce France, 'by money,' to 
coerce Spain to sell that which she has absolutely 
declared was her own property, and from which she 
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would not part. Mr. R. expects that this public 
explosion of 01U' views and plans will render abortive 
this negotiation, and make the Executive and poor 
little Madison unpopular. Against this last he vents 
his spleen. However, he spares nobody, and by this 
conduct has compelled all to rally round the Execu­
tive for their own preservation. From the Potomac, 
north and east, the members adhere to the President; 
Bouth, they fall off daily from their allegiance." 

Although Mr. Jefferson irritated the Smiths 
by passing directly o"q"er their heads and taking 
another Maryland man, the federalist lawyer 
William Pinkney, as his new ministe~ to Eng­
land, General Smith could now only submit in 
~ilence to this sharp rebuke, the more marked 
because the new appointment was not laid 
before the Cabinet or discussed in advance. 
Randolph's revolt had instantly stiffened the 
party discipline, and the 'Smiths were forced 
to wait. 

The Smiths, however, knew when to wait 
and when to intrigue, while Randolph knew 
neither the one nor the other. To do him jus­
tice, he was a wretched intriguer and no office­
seeker. He and his friends were remarkahly 
free from the meaner ambitions of political life ; 
they neither begged patronage nor asked for 
money, nor did they tolerate jobbery in any 
form. Mr. Madison Illways believed otherwise, 
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and his followers openly charged Randolph with 
having sought an office, and with having per­
secuted Mn. Madison for refusing it; but this 
story merely marked a point in the quarrel; it 
was a symptom, not a cause. Certain members 
of Congress urged Randolph's appointment as 
minister to England, to fill the office which 
Monroe held, which General Smith wanted, 
and which William Pinkney got; but Randolph 
himself did not know of the suggestion or hear 
of the President's refusal until after the whole 
transaction was closed. Then he was told of 
the matter by the member who had been most 
active in it, and, according to an account pub­
lished in the" Richmond Enquirer," evidently 
by himself, he replied, "If I did not know you 
so well, I should suppose you were sent to me 
by the Executive to buy off my opposition, which 
they fancy must take place from the course they 
pursue." For years Raudolph had been steadily 
coming nearer a quarrel with his party leaders : 
he was striving, as he believed, to drag them 
back to their purer principles of 1800; they 
were pleasantly drifting with the easy current 
of power. The rupture was a mere matter of 
time. Randolph's political isolation was in any 
case inevitable, if Madison were to fill the ex­
ecutive chair, for Mr. Madison, the President of 
the United States, was a very different charao-
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ter from Mr. Madison the author of the Vir­
ginia Resolutions. 

He went back to Bizarre in April, 1806, a 
ruined statesman, never 'again to represent au­
thority in Congress or to hope for ideal purity 
in government. His illusions of youth were 
roughly brushed away. He saw, what so few 
Virginians were honest enough to see, that the 
Virginian theory had been silently discarded by 
its own: author!!, and thllt through it pure govern­
ment could never be expected. Henceforward 
he must be only a fault-finder, a common scold, 
whose exaggerated peculiarities of manner would' 

• invite ridicule, and whose only means of influ­
ence must lie in the violence of his temper and 
the sharpness of his tongue. Among thousands 
'of honest and enthusiastic, young men who in 
every generation rush into pU8lic life, with the 
generous confidence that at last government 
shall be made harmless and politics refined, 
Randolph was neither ~e greatest nor the best; 
his successes and failures were not the most 
alluring, and his fate was not more tragic than 
that of others: but it is the misfortune of these 
opal-winged dragon-flies of politics that from 
the moment their wings become tarnished and 
torn they themselves become objects of disgust. 
After conceiving the career of a Pericles or a 
Cresar, to fall back among common men with 
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vulgar aims ,nd mean methods is fatal to self­
respect. When his theories broke down, and 
his Virginian leaders decided that their own 
principles were visionary, Randolph had nothing 
to do in political life but to accept what other 
men accepted, or to look on and grumble at 
evils which he no longer hoped to cure. He 
had failed as a pUblic man, and had dragged 
with 'him in his failure all his friends and his 
principles. Though he remained forever before 
the public, he could not revive dead. hopes or 
bring back the noble aspirations of 1800. 

To follow him through five-and-twenty years 
of miserable discontent and growing eccentri­
cities would be time thrown away. He repre-" 
sented no one but himself; he had. very few 
friends,' and mere rags and tatters of political 
principles. His party Hung him aside, and 
Mr. Jefferson, for a time very bitter against 
him, soon learned that he was as little to be 
feared as to be loved. Randolph, on his side, 
dubbing his old lead.e\- with the contemptuous 
epithet of "St. Thomas of Cantingbury," lost 
no chance of expressing for Mr. Jefferson a 
sort of patronizing and humiliating regard. In 
his eyes Mr. Jefferson as President had. weakly 
betrayed all the principles he had. preached in 
opposition. The time was to come when Mr. 
Jefferson would return to those principles, but 



194 JOHN RANDOLPH 

meanwhile Randolph was ruined. . He knew it, 
and it drove him mad. 

For a while, however, he still hoped to re­
trieve himself by bringing Mr. Monroe forward 
as the candidate of Virginia for the next gen­
eral election in 1808. His letters to Nicholson 
during the summer of 1806 give glimpses of his 
situation before it was made wholly desperate 
by the collapse of Monroe's treaty with· Eng­
land in March, 1807, and the caucus nominations 
of Mr. Madison in January, 1808. 

RANDOLPH TO NICHOLSON. 

" BIZARRE, 3 June, 1806 .... The public prints 
teem with misrepresentations, which it would be vain 
to oppose, even if an independent press could be found 
to attempt it. The torrent is for the present resist­
less. I long for the meeting of Congres~, an event 
which hitherto I have always deprecated, that I may 
face the monster of detraction. . •• Nothing will be 
left undone to excite an opposition to me at the next 
election, but I have no expectation that it will be ef­
fected, or of its success in case it should. There are 
too many gaping idolaters of power among us, but, 
like you, we have men of sterling worth; and one 
thing is certain, - that, however we may differ on the 
sllbject of the present administration, all parties here 
(I speak of the republicans) unite in support of Mon­
roe for President. I have heard of but one dissent­
ing voice, Giles, who is entirely misled; all his infol'-



MONROE AND THE SMITHS 195 

mation is from E[ppes], his representative. They 
talk of an expression of the opinion of our legislature 
to this effect at their next meeting. An inefficient 
opposition is making to Garnett. Thompson, I be­
lieve, will have an opponent likewise, bp,t this is not 
yet detennined on. From what I have written above 
you are not to infer that I mean to yield a bloodless 
victory to my enemies. You know me well enough, 
I hope, to believe that a want of perseverance is not 
among my defects. I will persevere to the last in the 
cause in which I am embarked." 

.. 24 June, 1806. • • • As to politics, lies are your 
only sort of wear nowadays. Some artificial excite­
ment has been produced in favor of administration, 
but it will affect no election, unless perhaps Thomp­
son's, and, on second thoughts, Mercer's. Beau 
Dawson and his friend Bailey are in a fair way of 
promotion. I can't tell what provision the President 
that is to be can make for these two worthy cheva­
liers d'industrie, unless he gives them foreign embas­
sies. As to his respectable brother-in-law, he will 
succeed, I suppose, to the vacant Secretaryship of 
State, and will be every way qualified to draw the 
instructions and receive the dispatches 'of the two 
illustrious diplomates. • • • You ask what are our 
prospects in Virginia. Depend upon it, a very large 
majority of us are decidedly opposed to Madison's 
pretensions; and if· the other States leave it to Vir­
ginia, he never will be President." 

.. 7 July . •.• From what I can learn, my name 
is the general theme of invective in the Northern 
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prints, and there are not wanting some of os (one of 
this district) who are very willing to lend a helping 
hand to pull me down. Giles, I Am told, has been 
very violent, and has even descended to unworthy 
means of which I had deemed him incapable. I 
have no favors to ask. I want nothing. Let justice 
be done to my motives, which I know to have been 
upright, and I am content. ~o member of the ad­
ministratiou has reason to think them otherwise, I 
am sure; and if they_ suppose they have, they shall 
not dare to_ say so with impunity .••• About the 
close of the last session of Congress, Granger inquired 
of a gentleman from Richmond, then at Washington, 
whether there was not such a character as Creed 
Taylor in my district, and if he would not be brought 
forward to oppose me. Giles (who had always 
professed to despise Mr. T.) has been busy making 
the same inquiries. I am told that he (G.) has 
shown a letter which I wrote him in full confidence 
during the winter, to my prejudice. 'Where dwell­
eth honor?'" 

These letters to Nicholson are far less notable 
than the !>eries of letters which Randolph was 
now writing to Monroe. Of all the great names 
in American history, that of Monroe seems to 
the keen eyes of critics to stand on the smallest 
intellectual foundation. Individuality, origi­
nality, strong grasp of principles, he had to a 
less degree than any other prominent Virginian 
of his time; but, while usually swept along by 
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the current of prevailing opinion, he enjoyed 
general respect as a m~ whose personal hon­
esty was above tispute, and whose motives were 
sincerely pure. As Mr. Madison's chief rival 
in popularity, although absent in England, he 
now became a disturbing force in Virginian poli­
tics, and Mr. Jefferson on one side, Randolph, 
Nicholson, Taylor, Tazewell, and their friends 
on the other, disputed fiercely the possession of 
this ally. Far away in London, Mr. Monroe 
began to receive letters filled with such honeyed 
flattery as few men except those who wield 
power and dispense patronage are so happy as 
to hear. No reader can help noticing that Ran­
dolph could flatter, and perhaps, for the moment, 
he may have believed his flattery sincere. He 
had reason, too, in feeling kindly towards Mr. 
Monroe, for Monroe was showing much kindness 
to Randolph's poor deaf and dumb nephew, St. 
George, who had been sent abroad. The fol­
lowing extracts from Randolph's letters show 
the man in a new character, -that of political 
manager. The first was written in the full 
excitement of his winter struggle. 

RANDOLPH TO MONROE. 

" W A.8HINGTON, March 20, 1806. • • • There is 
no longer a doubt but that the principles of our 
administration have been materially changed. The 
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compass of a letter (indeed, a volume would be too 
small) cannot suffice to give you even an outline. 
Suffice it to say that everything is-made a business 
of bargain and traffic, the ultimate object of which 
is to raise Mr. Madison to the presidency. To this 
the old republican party will never consent, nor can 
New York be brought into the measure. Between 
them and the supporters of Mr. Madison there is an 
open rupture. Need I tell you that they (the old 
republicans) are united in your support? that they 
look to yQU; sir, for the example which this nation 
has yet to receive to demonstrate that the government 
can be conducted on open, upright principles, without 
intrigue or any species of disingenuous artifice? We 
are extremely rejoiced to hear that you are about to 
return to the United States. Much as I am person­
ally interested, through St. George, in your stay in 
Europe, I would not have you remain one day longer. 
Your country requires, nay demands, your presence. 
It is time that a character which has proved invulner­
able to every open attack should triumph over insidi-
ous enmity." . 

" ALEXANDRIA, April 22, 1806. • • • Last night 
Congress adjourned, under circumstances the most 
extraordinary that I ever witnessed. It would be 
impossible for me, even if it were advisable, to give 
you a sketch, much less a history, of our proceedings. 
The appointment of Mr. Pinkney to the Court of 
London will, no doubt, be announced to you, at least 
as soon as this letter can reach the place of its des­
tination. A decided division has taken place in 



MONROE AND THE SMITHS 199 

the republican party, which h88 been followed by a 
proscription of the anti-ministerialists. Among the 
number of the ~ribed are Mr. Nicholson, who 
h88 retired in strong disgust; the Speaker, 'Who will 
800n follow him from a like sentiment; and many 
others of minor consequence, Buch 88 the writer of 
this letter, cum multis aliis. My object at present 
is merely to guard you, which your own prudence, 
perhaps, renders an unnecessary caution, against a 
compromitment of yourself to men in whom you can­
not wholly confide. Be assured that the aspect of 
affairs here and the avowed characteristics of those 
who conduct them have undergone a material change 
8ince you left America. In a little while I hope you 
will be on the spot to judge for yourself, to see with 
your own eyes and to hear with your own ears. All 
the statements of our public prints are, at present, 
garbled, owing to the peculiar situation of the place 
which is the established seat of onr government." 

"BIZARRE, July 3, 1806. • • • There is a system 
of which you are not informed, but in which, never­
theless, every effort will be made, indeed is making, 
to induce you to playa part BO as to give a stage 
effect that may Buit a present purpose. I wish it 
were in my power to be more explicit. Be 88sured, 
however, that you have friends. whose attachment to 
you is not to be shaken, and from whose zeal you 
have at the same time nothing to fear. I need not 
tell you, I hope, that the fervor of my attachment 
h88 never betrayed me into a use of your name on 
any occasion, except where your public dispatches, 
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laid by government before Congress, called for and 
justified the measure." 

"BIZARRE, SeptemiJer 16, 1806.' ••• If hereto­
fore I haa been at a loss to fix upon the individual 
the most disinterested and virtuous whom I have 
known, I could now find no difficulty in determining; 

"nor do I hesitate to declare that the very arguments 
which you adduce to dissuade your friends from 
supporting you at the next presidential election form 
with me an invincible motive for persisting in that 
support,.since they exhibit the most irrefragable proof 
of that superior merit which you alone are wiwilling 
to acknowledge. Yet I must confess there are con­
siderations amongst those presented by you that would 
have great and perhaps decisive influence upon my 
mind where the pretensions of the candidates were 
nearly equal. But in this case there is not only a 
strong preference for the one party, but a decided 
objection to the other. It is not a singular belief 
among the republicans that to the great and acknow­
ledged influence of this last gentleman [Mr. Madison] 
we are indebted for that strange amalgamation of 
men and principles which has distinguished some of 
the late acts of the administration, and proved so 
injurious to it. Many, the most consistent and influ­
ential, of the old republican~, by whose exertions the 
present men were brought into power, have beheld, 
with "unmeasurable disgust, the principles for which 
they had contended, and, as they thought, estab­
lished, neutralized at the touch of a cold and insidi­
ous moderation. I speak nat of the herd of place-
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hunters, whose sole view in aiding to produce a change 
in the administration was the advancement of them­
selves and their connections, but of those disinterested 
and generous spirits who served from attachment to 
the ca08e alone, and who neither expect nor desire 
preferment. Such men, of whom I could give you a 
list that would go neal' to fill my paper, ascribe to 
the baneful counsels of the Secretary of State that 
we have been gradually relaxing from our old prin­
ciples, and relapsing into the system of our prede­
cessors; that government stands aloof from its tried 
friends, whilst it hugs to its bosom men of the most 
equivocal character, and even some who have been 
and 8till are nnequivocally hostile to that canse which 
our present rulers stand pledged to support; and 
that you are at this moment associated with a col­
league whom former administrations deeme~ a fit 
instrument to execnte the ever-memorable treaty of 

. London I They are, moreover, determined not to 
have a Yazoo President if they can avoid it, nor one 
who has mixed in the intrigues of the last three 01' 

four years at Washington. There is another COl!-

8ideration, / which I know not how to touch. You, 
my dear ,sir, cannot be iguorant, although of all man­
kind you, perhaps, have the least ca08e to know it, 
how deeply the respectability of any character may 
be impaired by an unfortunate matrimonial connec­
tion. I can pursue this subject no further. It is at 
once too delicate and too mortifying. Before the 
decision is ultimately made I hope to have the 
pleasure of communicating fully with you in Pllrson. 
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With you, I believe the principles of our government 
to be in danger, and union and activity on the part 
of its friends indispensable to its existence. But 
that union can never be obtained under the presi­
dency of Mr. Madison. • • • I will never despair of 
the republic whilst I have life, but never could I see 
less cause for hope than now. I have beheld my 
species of late in a new and degrading point of view, 
but at the same time I have met with a few God­
like spirits, who redeem the whole race in my good 
opinion." 

The 'story of Randolph's famous quarrel with 
his party has now been told in a spirit as 
friendly to him as his friends can require or 
expect, - has been told, so far as possible, in 
his oWn words, without prejudice or passion, 
and shall be left to be .judged on its merits. 
There are, however, a few questions which stu­
dents of American history will do well to ask 
themselves before taking sides with or against· 
the partisans of Jefferson, Madison, Randolph, 
and Monroe. Did or did not Rand~lph go with 
his party in disregarding its own principles 
down to the moment when he became jealous 
of Madison's influence ? Was that jealousy a 
cause of his feud ? Was the Yazoo compromise 
a measure so morally wrong as to justify the dis­
ruption of the party? Had he reason to think 
Monroe a safer man than Madison? Had he 
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not reason to know that Mr. Jefferson himself 
and Mr. Gallatin were quite as responsible as 
Madison for " that strange ama1".ooamation" 
which he complained of? Or, to sum up all 
these questions in one, was Randolph capable 
of remaining true to any principle or any 
friendship that required him to control his vio­
lent temper and imperious will ? 

Upon this point Randolph's Virginian ad­
mirers will listen to no argument: they insist 
that he was their only consistent statesman; 
they reject Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Madison, and 
Mr. Monroe, and utterly repudiate President 
Washington, Patrick Henry, and John Mar­
shall, in order to follow this new prophet of . 
evil. Without Randolph, the connection of 
Virginian history would, in their eyes, be lost; 
Perhaps they are right. Readers must solve 
the riddle as truth and justice shall seem to 
require. 

Meanwhile &ndolph fretted at Bizarre, and 
wrote long letters, signed "Decius," to the 
"Richmond Enquirer," until themuch-desired 
month of December came, and he returned 
to fight his battles at Washington. Passions, 
however, had now cooled. Calmer himself, he 
found all parties ready to meet him in a formal 
truce. Nicholson had gone upon· the bench, 
but Macon was still· Speaker, and Randolph 
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himseH, until March 4, 1806, could not be de­
posed from his chairmanship of the Ways and 
Means Committee. Mr. Jefferson's message, 
very different in tone from that of the year 
before, was calculated to soothe party quarrels 
and to satisfy Randolph's wishes. In reality 
the President's belligerency of December, 1805, 
had been intended as a ruse and a false demon­
stration to cover a retreat from foreign difficul­
ties; . and Randolph, knowing this, had made 
use of his knowledge to worry the administra­
tion and to damage Mr. Madison by affecting 
at one time to take these belligerent threats as 
serious, and by throwing ridicule upon them at 

. other times as quackery. In December, 1806, 
the' President, satisfied that the ruse of last year 
had failed, sent in a message breathing only 
peace and the principles of 1800. Randolph 
chose to look upon it as a triumph for himself, 
and wrote to Nicholson accordingly: -

• 
RANDOLPH TO NICHOLSON. 

"GEORGETOWN, 10 December, 1806. • • • The 
message of the 3d was, as you supposed, wormwood 
to certain gentry. They made wry faces, but, in fear 
of the rod and in hopes of sugar-plums, swallowed it 
with less apparent repugnance than I had predicted • 
• • • Of all the men who have met me with the 
greatest apparent cordiality, old Smilie 'is the las' 
whom you would suspect. I understand that they 
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(you know who they are) are well disposed towards 
a trnce. The higher powers are in the same goodly 
temper, as I am informed. I have seen nobody be­
longing to the administration but the Secretary of the 
Navy, who called here the day before yesterday, and 
whose visit I repaid this morning. You may remem­
ber, some years ago, my having remarked to you the 
little attention which we l·eceived from the grandees, 
and the little disposition which I felt to court it. I 
have therefore invariably waited for the first advance 
from them, because at home I conceive myself bound 
to make it to any gentleman who may be in my 
neighborhood." . 

Burr's conspirlWY now broke out, startling the 
nation out. of its calm, and proving, or seeming 
to prove, the justice of Randolph's suspicions 
and anxieties. For a time a sort of panic 
reigned in Washington except among the feder­
alists. Randolph and his friends sneered at the 
last year's work; Smith and his friends grum­
bled at the supineness of this year. The ex:­
pressions of both these flWtions in their pri~ate 
letters were very characteristic. 

On December 26, 1806, MlWon wrote to 
Nicholson, "The doings here will surely con­
vince every candid man in the world that the 
republicans of the old school were not wrong 
last winter. Give truth fair play and it will 
prevail" A fortnight later, January 9, 1801, 
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General Smith wrote to his brother-in-law, W. 
C. Nicholas: -

" My ambition is at an end. I sicken when I look 
forward to a state of things that wonld reqnire exer­
ti9ns. We have established theories that would stare 
down any possible measnres of offense or defense. 
Should a man take a patriotic stand against those 
destructive and seductive fine-spun follies, he will be 
written down very soon. Look at the last message! 
It; in some sort declared more troops to be unneces­
sary. It is such, however, that the President cannot 
recommend (although he now sees the necessity) any 
augmentation of the army. Nay, I, even I, did not 
dare to bring forward the measure until I had first 
obtained his approbation. Never was there a time 
when executive influence so completely governed the 
nation." 

General Smith's comments on the "destruc­
tive and seductive £ine-spun follies," which he so 
deteste~ forgot to note that, whether destruc­
tive or not, they sprang straight from the theo­
ries of his party, which had no moral existence 
except on and in those principles. ·John Adams 
had been sent back to Braintree for no other 
avowed reason than that Smith might establish, 
as the practice of government, what he now 
called "fine-spun follies." Randolph felt the 
shame of such an inconsistency. The meeting 
of two extremes is always interesting, and the 
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moment of their contact is portentous. While 
General Smith on one side was repudiating the 
theories he had .. established" in 1800, and was 
frankly going back to his old federalist policy, 
Randolph, who still believed in the "fine-spun 
follies" of his youth, was also confessing that 
in practice they had failed, and that the night 
of corruption and violence was again closing 
upon mankind. On February 15,1807, a few 
weeks after General Smith's letter to Nicholas, 
Randolph wrote to Joseph Nicholson:-

"I do now believe the destiny of the world to be 
fixed, at least for Bome centuries to come. After 
another process of nniversal dominion, degeneracy, 
barbarian irruption and conquest, the character of man 
may, two thousand years hence, perhaps, begin to 
wear a brighter aspect. Cast your eyes backward to 
the commencement of the French Revolution; recall 
to mind our hopes and visions of the amelioration of 
the condition of mankind, and then look at things as 
they are! I am wearied and disgusted with this 
picture, which perpetually obtrudes itself upon me." 

The republican party had broken up in fac­
tions, and even its best members had lost faith 
in their own theories. Among these factions 
Randolph's group of" old republicans" held a 
sort of monopoly in pure republican principles, 
while the rest were contented with carrying on 
the government from day to day, disputing, not 
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about principles, but about offices. Randolph 
looked down on them all with bitter contempt. 
His letters to Nicholson became gall. 

RANDOLPH TO NICHOLSON. 

"COMMITTEE RoOM, 17 February, 1807 •••• 
Bad as you suppose matters to be, they are even 
worse than you apprehend. What think you of that 
Prince of Prigs and Puppies, G. W. C[ ampbell] for 
a judge of the Supreme Court of the United States!! ! 
:Risum teneas 1 You must know we have made a ~ew 
circuit, consisting of the three western States, with an 
additional associate justice. A caucus (excuse the 
slang of politics) was held, as I am informed, by the 
delegations of those States for the purpose of recom­
mending some character to the President. Boyle was 
talked of, but the interest of C. finally prevailed. 
This is 'Tom, Dick, and Harry' with a vengeance. 
... If Mr. 'American,' whom, by the way, I never 
see, should persevere in the attack which you tell me 
he is making upon me, I shall issue letters of marque 
and reprisal against his principals. The doughty 
general [Samuel Smith] is vulnerable at all points, 
and his plausible brother [Robert Smith] not much 
better defended. The first has condemned in terms 
of unqualified reprobation the general measures pur­
sued by the administration, and lamented that, such 
was the public infatuation, no man could take a posi­
tion against it without destroying himself and injur­
ing the cause which he attempted to serve, - with 
much more to the same tune. I called some time 
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since at the navy office to ask an explanation of cer­
tain items of the estimate for this year. The Seera­
.tary called up his chief clerk, who knew very little 
more of the business than his master. I propounded 
a question to the head of the department; he turned 
to the clerk like a boy who cannot say his lesson, and 
with imploring countenance beseeches aid; the clerk 
with much assurance gabbled out some commonplace 
jargon, which I would not take for sterling; an ex­
planatiou was required, and both were dumb. This 
pantomime was repeated at every new item, uutil, 
disgusted, and ashamed for the degraded situation 
of the pl-incipal, I took leave without pursuing the 
subject, seeing that my object could not be attained. 
There was not one single question relating to the 
department that the Secretary could answer." 

Randolph's temper was now ugly beyond 
what was to be expected from a man whose 
objects were only to serve the public and to 
secure honest government. His hatred of the 
northern democrats broke out in ways which 
showed a wish to rule or ruin. When the bill 
for prohibiting the slave-trade was before the. 
House, a bill chiefly supported by the Varnums 
and Bidwells, Sloans, Smilies, and Findleys, 
whom he so much disliked, he broke out in a 
startling denunciation of the clause which for­
bade the coastwise slave-trade in vessels under 
forty tons. This provisio~, he said, touched the 
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right of private property; he feared it might 
one day be made the pretext for universal eman­
cipation; he had rather lose the bill, he had 
rather lose all the bills of the session, he had 
rather lose every bill passed since the estab­
lishment of the government, than agree to the 
clause; it went to blow the Constitution into 
ruins; if ever the time of disunion shoul9 arrive, 
the line of seyerance would be between the slave­
holding and the non-slaveholding States. Be­
sides attempting thus to stir up trouble between 
the South and Nod;h, he made a desperate effort 
to put the Senate and House at odds, and 
showed a spirit of pure venom that went far to 
sink his character as an honest man. 

On March 3, 1807, his means of effecting 
further mischief were to be greatly curtailed, 
for on that day the Ninth Congress came to an 
end, and Randolph lost his hold on the Ways 
and Means Committee. This was not his only 
disaster, for, on the same day, Mr. Erskine, the 
British minister at Washington, received from 
London a copy of the new treaty which Mr. 
Monroe and Mr. Pinkney had 'barely succeeded 
in negotiating with the British government. 
Hurrying with it to Mr. Madison, the minister 
supposed that an extra session of the Senate 
would be immediately called for March 4; but 
instead of this, the President declined to send 
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the treaty to the Senate at all, and contented 
himself with denouncing it in very strong lan­
guage to all the senators who called upon him. 
The treaty was indeed a very bad one, but it 
carried on its shoulders the fortunes of the old 
republicans, and its humiliating reception was 
a fatal blow to Randolph's hope of retrieving 
his own fortunes by attaching them to those of 
James Monroe. Randolph of course felt no 
doubt as to the motives which prompted so stern 
a rebuke before an expectant nation. He wrote 
to Monroe accordingly: -

RANDOLPH TO M.ONROE. 

"BIZARRE, March 24, 1807 •... Mr. T. M. 
Randolph suddenly declines a rei!lection, in favor of 
Wilson Nicholas, whose talents for intrigue you well 
know, I presume. Had I known of Mr. Purviance's 
arrival, I should certainly have remained in Wash­
ington for the purpose of seeing him, and procuring 
better information concerning the treaty than tbe 
contradictory accounts of the newspapers furnish. I 
have considered the decree of Berlin to be the great 
cause of difficu1ty; at the same time, I never bad a 
doubt that clamor would be raised against the treaty, 
be it what it might. My reasons for this opinion I 
will give wben we meet. They are particular as well 
as general. Prepare yOUl'Self to be surprised at some 
things which you will hear." 

The old republicans were now in despair. 
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Recognizing the fact that Monroe was out of 
the race, they turned their attention to New 
York. Of all northern democracy, the demo­
crats of New York and Pennsylvania, the Cheet­
hams and Duanes, had been most repulsive to 
Randolph, but in his hatred for Mr. Madison he 
was now ready to unite with these dregs of cor­
ruption, rather than submit to the Secretary of 
State; he was ready to make George Clinton 
President, and to elevate De Witt Clinton, most 
selfish, unscrupulous, and unsafe of democrats, 
into a position where the whole government 
patronage would lie at his mercy. He wrote 
again to Monroe, evidently to prepare him for 
being gently set aside: -

RANDOLPH TO .MO~""ROE. 

"RICHMOND, May 30, 1807: • . • The friends of 
M~. Madison have left nothing undone to impair the 
very high and just confidence of the nation in your­
self. Nothing but the possession of the government 
could· have enabled them to succeed, however par­
tially, in this. attempt. In Virginia. they have met 
with the most determined resistance, and although I 
. believe the executive influence will at last carry the 
point, for which it .has been unremittingly exerted, 
of procuring the nomination of electors favorable to 
the Secretary of State, yet it is not evim in its power 
to shake the confidence of the people of this State in 
your principles and abilities, or to efface your publio 
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services from their recollection. I should be wanting 
in my duty to you, my dear sir, were I not to apprise 
you that exertions to diminish the value of your char­
acter and public services have been made by pers.us, 
and in a manner that will be scarcely credible to you, 
&lthough at the same time ~nquestionably true. Our 
friend Colonel Mercer, should you land in a northern 
port, can give you some correct and valuable infol'­
mation on this and other subjects. Meanwhile, the 
republicans of New York, sore with the coalition 
effected by Mr. John Nicholas between hie party and 
the federalists (now entirely discomfited), and !m0w­
ing 1M auspices und81' which lis acted, are irrecon­
cilably opposed to Mr. Madison, and striving to bring 
forward Mr. Clinton, the Vice-President. Much con­
sequently depends on the part which Pennsylvania 
will take in this transaction. There is a leaning, evi­
dently, tow~rds the New York candidate. Whether 
the executive iufluence will be able to overcome this 
predisposition yet remains to be Been. In the person 
of any other man than Mr. M. I have no doubt it 
would succeed. But the republicans of Pennsylvania, 
setting all other considerations aside, are indignant at 
the recollection that in all their struggles with the 
combined parties of McKean, etc., and the federal­
ists, the hand of government has been felt against 
them, and so far as it has been exerted they ClwOS8 to 

. ascribe [it] to the exertions of Mr. M. Such is, as 
nearly as I cau collect, the posture of aftairs at pre­
sent. Wilson C. N[icholas] and Duane are both in 
town at this time. Some importluit result is no doubt 
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to flow from this conjunction. When you return, you 
will hardly know the country. A system of espion­
age and denunciation has been organized which per­
vades every quarter. Distrust and suspicion gener­
ally prevail in the intercourse between man and man. 
All is constraint, reserve! and mystery. Intrigue 
has arrived at a pitch which I hardly supposed it 
would have reached in five centuries. The man of 
all others who, I suppose, would be the last suspected 
by you is the nucleuS of this system. The maxim of 
Rochefoucauld is in him completely verified, 'that an 
affectation of simplicity is the refinement of impos­
ture.' Hypocrisy and treachery have reached their 
acme amollgstus. I hope that I sball see you very 
soon after your arrival. I can then give you a full 
explanation of these general expressions, and proof 
that they have been made upon the surest grounds. 
Amongst your nnshaken friends you may reckon two 
of our chancellors, Mr. Nicholson .of Maryland. Mr. 
Clay of Philadelphia, Col. Jno. Taylor, and Mr. 
Macon." 

At the same time, Judge Nicholson wrote to 
Monroe a letter which is worth a moment's 
notice on account of the support it gave to 
Randolph's views: -

JOSEPH H. NICHOLSON TO MONROE. 

"BALTIlIIORE, April 12, 1807 .••• As to the' 
public s~ntiment, I cannot readily state what it is. 
Perhaps there is none. The President's popularity 
is unbounded, and his will is that of the nation. His 
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approbation seems to be the criterion by which the 
correctness of all public events is tested. Any treaty, 
therefore, which he sanctions will be approved of by 
a very large proportion of our people. The fede&'al­
ists will murmur, but as this is the result of system, 
and not of principle, its impression will be neither 
deep nor extensive. A literal copy of Jay's treaty, 
if ratified by the present administration, would meet 
their opposition, while the ,same instrumeDt,although 
heretofore so odious to some of us, would now com­
mand the support of a large body who call themselves 
democrats. Such is our present infatuation. To 
this general position, however, there are 80me honest 
exceptions. There is a portion who yet retain the 
feelings of 1798, and whom I denominate the old 
republican party. These men are personally attached 
to the President, and condemn his measures when 
they think him wrong. They neither wish for nor 
expect anything from his extensive patronage. Their 
public service is intended for the public good, and has 
no view to private emolument or personal ambition. 
But it is said they have not his confidence, and I 
lament it. You must ,have perceived from the public 
prints that the most active members in the House of 
Representatives are new men, and I fear that foreign 
nations will not estimate American talent very highly 
if our congressional proceedings are taken as the rule. 
If you knew the Sloans, the Alstons, and the Bid­
wells of the day, and there are a great many of them, 
you would be mortified at seeing the affairs of the 
nation in such miserable hands. Yet these are styled 
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exclusively the President', friends. • • • These facts _ 
will enable you to form an early opinion as to the 
necessity of remaining in England. You know Mr. 
Jefferson perfectly well, and can therefore calculate 
the chances of his approving anything done not in 
precise conformity to his instructions. He is, how­
ever, somewhat different from what he was. He feels 
at present his own strength with the nation, and 
there~ore is less inclined to yield to the advice of his 
friends. Your return is anxiously wished for by 
many who, I presume you know, are desirous of put­
ting you in nomination for the presidency. My own 
expectations are not very sanguine on this subject. 
Great efforts are making for and -by another. The 
Virginia and New York elections which take place in 
the course of the present month will determine much. 
The. point is made throughout Virginia, I believe, 
and- much solicitude is felt and expressed by the can­
didate for the presidency as to the result of the sev­
eral elections. It is to be hoped, therefore, that you 
will return as early as possible." 

What course things might have taken had 
nothing occurred to disturb domestic politics 
must be left to conjecture. Fate now decreed 
that a series of unexpected events should create 
an entirely new situation, and bury in rapid 
oblivion all memory of old republican principles. 
The aggressions of Europe forced America out 
of her chosen path. 



CHAPTER IX 

"A NUlSANCE AND A CURSE" 

RANDoLPH'S letters to Nicholson carry on the 
story:-

lUNDOLPH TO NICHOLSON. 

" BIZARRE, 25 March, 1807. • • • I fully intended 
to have written to you the day before my departure 
from Waahington, but was prevented by an accident 
which had nearly demolished me. Being very un­
well on Monday night., the 2d, and no carriage to be 
procured, I accepted the offer of one of his horses 
from Dr. Bibb (succe880r to Spalding), and we set 
out together for Georgetown. Not very far beyond 
oor old establishment (Sally Dashiell's), the only girth 
there was to the saddle gave way, and as it fitted the. 
horse very badly it came with his rider at once to the 
ground. Figore to yourself a man almost bruised to 
death, on a dark, cold night, in the heart of the capi­
tal of the United States, out of sight or hearing of a 
hnman habitation, and you will have a tolerably exact 
idea of my situation, premising that I was previously 
knocked up by our legislative orgies, and some serapes 
that our friend lloyd led me into. With Bibb's 
assistance, however, I monnted the other horse, alld 
we crept along .to Crawford's, where I was seized with 
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a high fever, the effects of which have not yet left 
me. To end this Canterbury. tale, I did not get out 
of bed until W;dnesday afternoon, when I left it to 
begin a painful journey homewards. Anything, how- . 
ever, was preferable to remaining within the .ten­
miles-square one day longer than I was obliged. • . . 
Colonel Burr (quantum mutatus ab ulo I) passed by 
my door the day before yesterday, under a strong 
guard. So I am told, for I did not see him, and 
nobody hereabouts is acquainted with his person. 
The soldiers escorting him, it seems, indulged his 
aversion to be publicly known, and to guard against 
inquiry as much as possible he was accoutred in 
a shabby suit of homespun, with an old white hat 
flapped over his face, the dress in which he was ap­
prehended. From the description, and indeed the 
confession of the commanding officer to one of my 
neighbors, I have no doubt it was Burr himself. His 
very manner of traveling, although under arrest, was 
characteristic of the man, enveloped in myst~ry." 

The arrival of Burr at Richmond led to the 
summons of a grand jury, on which Randolph 
served. Thus he was brought in contact with 
a new object of intense aversion, the famous 
General Wilkinson, who, for twenty years, had 
played fast and loose with treason, and who, at 
the last moment, saved Mr. Jefferson's adminis­
tration from a very serious danger by turning 
against Burr. Randolph could not think of the 
man henceforward with ordinary patience, and 
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perhaps his irritation was a little due to the fact 
that Wilkinson's vices had so much helped to 
cover what he believed to be Mr. Jefferson's 
blunders. 

ltANDOLPH TO NICHOLSON. 

"RICHMOND,25 June,1807 • ••. Yesterday the 
grand jury found bills of treason and misdemeanor 
against Burr and Blennerhassett, una "006, and this 
day presented Jonathan Dayton, ex-senator, John 
Smith of Ohio, Comfort Tyler, Israel Smith of New 
York, and Davis Floyd of Indiana, for treason. 
But the mammoth of iniquity escaped; not that any 
man pretended to think him innocent, but upon' cer­
tain wire-drawn distinctions that I will not pester. 
you with. Wilkinson is the only man that I ever 
saw who was from the bark to the very core a vil­
lain •••• Perhaps you never saw human nature in 
so degraded a situation as in the person of Wilkin­
Bon before the grand jury, and yet this man stands 
on the very summit and pinnacle'of executive favor, 
whilst James Monroe is denounced. As for such 
men as the quids you speak of, I should hardly 
think his Majesty would stoop to such humble quarry,. 
when James Monroe was in view. Tazewell, who is 
writing on the other side of the table, and whom you 
surely remember, says that he makes the fifth. The 
other four you have not mistaken. My friend, I am 
standing on the soil of my native country, divested 
of every right for which our fathers bled. Politics 
have usurped the place of lB.!", and the scenes of 1798 
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are again revived. Men now see and hear, and feel 
and think, polit'ically. Maxims are now advanced 
and advoeated, which would almost have staggered 
the effrontery of Bayard or the cooler impudence of 
Chauncy Goodrich, when we· were first acquainted. 
But enough of this! It will not be long, I presume, 
before I ahall see you again. The news of the cap­
ture of the Chesapeake arrived this morning, and I 
suppose the President will convene Congress, of course. 
I have been looking for something of this sort ever 
since the change of ministry and rejection of the 
treaty was announced. I have tried to avert from 
my country a war which I foresaw must succeed the 
follies of 1805-6, but I shall not be the less disposed 
to withdraw hel' from it or carry her through with 
honor." 

The President did not immediately convene 
Congress. With great wisdom and forbearance, 
accepting the British minister's disavowal of 
the Chesapeake outrage, he waited to hear from 
England, only issuing a proclamation to exclude 
the British ships of war from our harbors. 
Congress was called together for October 26, 
and Randolph then appeared at Washington 
in a temper bad even for him. The northern 
democrats controlled everything. Macon was 
obliged to decline being a candidate for the 
speakership; Varnum of Massachusetts was put 
in the chair, and his first act was' to appoint 
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George W. Campbell of Te~nessee, " that prince 
of prigs and puppies," chairman of the Ways 
and Means Committee. Randolph showed his 
temper on the very first day by bringing a 
charge against Nicholas B. Vanzandt, the regu­
lar candidate for clerk of the House, too sud­
denly and positively for contradiction, which 
caused Vanzandt to be defeated and disgraced. 
The man happened to be a protege of Mrs. 
Madison. That Randolph should have been 
beside himself with rage and mortification is 
na~ enough, for he could no longer doubt 
the odium in which he had involved himself 
and even his friend Macon, who, dazzled by 
his wit and overawed by his will, found himself 
isolated and shunned, dropped from the speaker­
ship, and at cross-purposes with his party. The 
spell was now at an end, and Macon, although 
retaining friendly relations with Randolph, has­
tened at thjs session to draw away from him in 
politics, and gave an almost unqualified support 
to the administration. Mr. Jefferson, with his 
usual dexterity, had already reduced Randolph's 
influence in the House by providing his ally, 
Nicholson, with a seat on the bench, and Nichol­
son probably welcomed this means of escape from 
a position which Randolph had made so uncom­
fortable. Within a few weeks more Randolph 
succeeded in making himself a mere laughing 
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stock for his enemies. Even Macon and Nichol­
son were obliged to agree that recovery of his 
influence was scarcely possible. The story of 
this last and fatal eccentricity, hardly mentioned 
by his biographers, merits a place here as further 
evidence of that irrationality which made his 
opinions worthless, and his political course for 
ten years to come little more than a series of 
wayward impulses. 

He had been vehement in regard to the Chesa­
peake outrage, and considered Mr. Jefferson's 
cautious measures. very insufficient. Nicholson 
had called his attention to Lord Chatham's 
Falkland Island speech, and he wrote from Bi. 
zarre, in reply, as follows, July 21, 1807:-

RANDOLPH TO NICHOLSON. 

"I have indulged myself ui reading once more the 
speech to which you allude. It is the inspiration of 
divine wisdom, and as such I have ever adored it. 
But, my good friend, I cannot with ytu carry my 
zeal so far'as to turn missionary and teach the gos­
pel of politics to the heathens of Washington. More 
easily might a camel pass through a. needle's eye 
than one particle of the spirit of Chatham be driven 
into that • trembling council,' to whom the destinies 
of this degraded country are unhappily confided. '.' • 
But great God! what can you expect from men who 
take Wilkinson to theil' bosoms, and at the same 
time are undermining th" chal'acters of Monl'oe and 
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Macon, and plotting their downfall! There is but 
one sentiment here, as far as I can learn, on the sub­
ject of the late outrage: that, as soon as the fact was 
ascertained, Congress should have been convened, a 
strict embargo laid, Erskine [the British minister] 
sent home, our Ministers recalled, and then we might 
begin to deliberate on the means of enforcing our 
rights and extorting reparation. The Proclamation 
(or, as I term it, the apology) is received rather 
coldly among us. ManY'Persons express themselves 
much mortified at it., Every one I see asks what 
government means to do, and I might answer, 'What 
they have always done; nothIng!' ••• I should not 
be surprised, however, if the Drone or Humble Bee 
(the Wasp has sailed already) should be dispatched 
with two millions (this is our standing first bid) to 
purchase Nova Scotia, and then we might go to war 
in peace and quiet to ascertain its boundaries." 

So soon as Congress met, Randolph hastened 
to proclaim these sentiments, with additions of 
startling ip1port, rivaling Mr. Crowninshield's 
projected triumphs. Not only shou~d Congress 
have been immediately convened, and our min­
isters in London, Pinkney and Monroe, recalled, 
after requiring full measures of redress, which 
were to be sent over by a special envoy; not 
only should the nation have been put into a 
posture of defense; but," redress being refused, 
instant retaliation should have been taken on 
the offending party. I would have invaded Can-
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~da and Nova Scotia, and made a descent on 
Jamaica. I would have seized upon Canada and 
Nova Scotia as pledges to be retained against a 
future pacification, until we had obtained am­
ple redress for our wrongs." This was soaring 
on the wings of Chatham, and indeed it would 
have been necessary to soar on some wings 
if Randolph meant to attack Nova Scotia and 
Jamaica. Redress was. refused; for, although 
the British government disavowed the attack 
on the Chesapeake, the men were not returned, 
but either hanged or kept in jail for the next 
four years. Randolph, however, instead of con­
tinuing to demand redress, or seizing upon Can­
ada and Nova Scotia, declared that he would 
not, without great reluctance, vote money for 
the maintenance of "our degraded and dis-
graced navy." -

A few weeks after this tirade, news arrived 
of fresh aggressions from England and France; 
the Berlin Decree was to be enforced, and the 
Orders in Council were to be issued without 
delay. The next day the President sent down 
a confidential message asking for an embargo, 
and the House went at once into secret session. 
What passed there is only partially known, but 
it was asserted -by Mr. Fisk of Vermont, in a 
speech made later in the session, that there 
had been a scramble between Randolph and 
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Crowninshield as to who should have the honor 
first to propose the measure, and Randolph 
urged expedition, as he had a bill ready pre­
pared. Certain it is that Randolph got the 
better of Crowninshield, and his resolution or­
dering an embargo stands on the secret journal 
of the House. A bill for the same purpose just 
then came down from the Senate, and Ran. 
dolph, after supporting it on December 18 as 
the only measure which could promote the na­
tional interests, rose on December 19 to oppose 
it as partial, unconstitutional, a new invention, 
and he alleged as his ~trongest objection that it 
was expressly aimed at Great Britain. He voted 
against it. 

This last somersault was more than even 
Macon and Nicholson could understand. Nich. 
olson wrote, in astonishment, to ask what it 
meant, and Randolph's reply and defense are 
worth reading:-

RANDOLPH TO NICHOLSON. 

" DecemlJer 24, 1807. • • • Come here, I beseech 
you. I will then show you how impossible it was 
for me to have voted for the embargo. The circum­
stances nnder which it presented itself were peculiar 
and compelled me to oppose it, although otherwise a 
favorite measure with me, as you well know. It was, 
in fact, to crouch to the insolent" mandate of Bona.­
parte' that there should be no neutrals; 'to subscribe 
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to that act of perfidy and violence, his decree, at 
the moment when every consideration prompted us 
to resist and resent it. Non-importation and non­
exportation, - what more can he require? Ought 
we to have suffered ourselves to be driven by him 
out of the course which, whether right or wrong, 
our government had thought proper to pursue to­
wards England? to be dragooned into measures that 
in all human calculation must lead to immediate war ? 
Put no trust in the newspaper statements. They will 
. mislead you. -But come and ·view the. ground, and I 
will abide the issue of your judgment." 

To Nicholson, then, Randolph did not plead 
the unconstitutionality of the embargo, or its bad 
influence as a stretch of centralized power. To 
announce such a discovery to Nicholson would 
have been ridiculous, after Doth of them had for 
two years insisted on an einbargo as the wisest 
of possible measures. Only the immediate cir­
cumstances excused the vote, the wish not to 
act partially against England, the very power 
which had just declared war on our commerce, 
after having committed that outrage, disavowed 
but not yet redressed, which had caused Ran­
dolph, only a few weeks before, to urge an attack 
upon Canada. 

Such a combination of contradictions and in­
consistencies was enough to destroy the weight 
of Pitt or Peel; no reputation, least of all one 
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so indiffere~t as Randolph's, could stagger under 
it. He still hoped to retrieve his fortunes by 
securing the defeat of Mr. Madison, but to 
do 80 he was DOW obliged to keep himself in 
the background, for fear of hurting Monroe's 
chances by coupling them with his own unpopu­
larity. Just at this moment Monroe reached 
America, and Randolph was reduced to see him 
by stealth. The same day on which he wrote 
to Nicholson to excuse his course about the 
embargo he wrote also to Monroe, asking an 
interview: -

RANDOLPH TO MONROE. 

" December 24, 1807. My dear Sir, - In abstain­
ing so long from a personal interview with you, I 
leave you to judge what violence I have commit­
ted npon my private feelings. Before your arrival, 
however, I had determined on the course which I 
ought to pnrsue, and had resolved that no personal 
gratification should induce me to hazard your future 
advancement, and with it the good of my country, 
by any attempt to blend the fate of a proscribed 
individual with the destiny which, I trust, awaits 
you. It is, nevertheless, of the :first consequence to us 
both that I should have a speedy opportunity of com­
muning fully with you. This, perhaps, can be best 
effected at my own lodgings, whel'e we shall not be 
exposed to observation or interruption. I shall, how­
ever, acquiesce with pleasure in any other arrange­
ment which may appear more eligible to you. 

" Y rs. unalterably." 
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This coquetry between Monroe and Randolph 
continued all winter, while Randolph's friends 
were making ready to nominate Monroe for 
the presidency. To prevent the nomination of 
·Madison was no longer possible; all that could 
be done was to make independent nominations 
of Monroe in Virginia, and of George Clinton 
in New York, on the chance of defeating Mr. 
Madison, and substituting the stronger of his 
two rivals in his place. The Secretary, how­
ever, overbore all opposition. Giles and W. C. 
Nicholas managed his canvass in Virginia, and 
on January 21, 1808, a large caucus of the 
Virginia legislature nominated him for the 
presidency. Two days later, at a congressio:p.al 
caucus called by Senator Bradley of Vermont, 
eighty-three senators and members confirmed 
the action of Virginia. Macon, Randolph, and 
all the "old republicans" held themselves aloof 
from both caucuses, but all they could do for 
Monroe was to give him a weak independent 
nomination. 

How far Mr. Monroe made himself a party 
to this transaction is not quite clear. There is, 
however, no doubt that he was in full sympathy 
with the old republicans against Mr. Madison, 
and Randolph's letters imply that his sympathy 
was more than passive'. 



"A NUISANCE AND A CURSE" 229 

RANDOLPH TO MONROE • 

.. GEORGETOWN, March 9, 1808. • • • A con­
sciousness of the misconstruction (to your prejudice) 
which would be put upon any correspondence be­
tween us has hitherto deterred me from writing. 
Yoa will have no difficulty in conceiving my motives 
in patting this violence upon my feelings, especially 
after the explanation which I gave of them whilst 
yoa were here. The prospect before us is daily 
brightening. I mean of the future, which until of 
late has been extremely gloomy. As to the present 
state of things, it is far beyond my powers to give an 
adequate description of it. Mr. W. C. N. begins of 
late to make open advances to the federalists, fearing, 
no doubt, that the bait of hypocrisy has been seen 
through by others. I must again refer you to Mr. 
Leigh for full information of what is going on here. 
The indiscretion of some of the weaker brethren, 
whose intentions, I have no doubt, were good, as you 
will have perceived, has given the enemy great ad­
vantage over us." . 

" GEORGETOWN, March 26, 1808. • • • Among 
the events of my public life, and especially those 
which have grown out of the last two years, no cir­
cumstance has inspired such keen regret as that which 
has begotten the necessity of the reserve betWeen us 
to which you allude; not that I have been insensible 
to the cogent motives to such a demeanor on both 
sides; far from it. I must' have been blind not to 
have perceived them. They suggested themselves at 
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a very early period to my mind, and my conduct was 
accordingly regulated by them. But there are occa­
sions in life, and this, with me, was one of them, 
in which necessity serves but. to embitter instead of 
resigning our feelings to her rigid dispensations. I 
leave you then to judge with what aviditY I shall 
seize the opportunity of renewing our intercourse 
when the causes which have given birth to its suspen­
sion shall have ceased to exist, since amongst the en­
joyments which life has afforded me there are few, 
very few, which I value in comparison with tbe pos­
session of your friendship. In a little while I shall 
quit the political theatre, probably forever, and I shall 
carry with me into retirement none of the surprise 
and not much of the regret excited by the blasting 
effects of ministerial artifice and power upon my 
public character, should I find, as I fear I shall, that 
they have been enabled to reach even your own." 

The worst trait of these insidious attempts 
to poison Monroe's mind was not their insinua­
tions, but their transparent charlWter of revenge. 
Monroe was one tool, and Clinton another; both 
equally used by Randolph, not to forward his 
own views of public good, but to pull down Mr. 
Madison. If there was nothing in Monroe's 
character or career which could lead any sensi­
ble man to believe him truer than Madison to 
the forgotten traditions of his party, there was 
everything in George €linton's history to prove 
that he was a blind agent of the northern demo-
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eracy. His late career as Governor of New 
York had been' notoriously and scandalously 
controlled by his nephew De Witt, and the self­
ishness of De Witt Clinton was such that to 
trust in his hands the fortunes of "old repub­
licanism" would have been one degree more 
ridiculous than to trust them\ as Randolph did 
twenty years afterwards, to the tender sym­
pathies of Andrew Jackson. Not patriotism, 
but revenge, inspired Randolph's passion; the 
impulse to strike down those whom he chose 
to hate. As he worked on Monroe's wounded 
pride to mali:e of it a weapon against Madison, 
so he incited and nrged the friends of Monroe 
in other States to devote themselves to the inter­
ests of Clinton. Thus he wrote to Nicholson to 
stir np Maryland. 

RANDOLPH TO NICHOLSON. 

" February 20, 1808 ..•• Oar friend gains ground 
very fast at home. Sullivan, the Governor of Mas­
sachusetts, has declared against M[ adiso ]n. The 
republicans of that great State are divided on the 
question, and if Clay be not deceived, who says that 
Pennsylvania, Duane non obstante, will be decidedly 
for the V[i~e] P[ resident], the S[ ecretary] of S[tate] 
has no chance of being elected. Impress this, I pray 
you, on our fr~nd8. If the V. P.'s interest shonld 
be best, onr electors (in c!'a.se we succeed) will not 
hazard everything by a division. If the election 
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comes to the House of Representatives M[ adiso In is 
the man." 

" March 24, 1808. • • • Lloyd says that the oppo­
nents of Madison in Maryland and in Baltimore par­
ticularly are unnerved; that they are timid, and that 
unless the V[ice] P[resident],s friends exert them­
selves all is lost in your State; that if yourself were 
to go to Queen Anne's .and make known your support 
of C[linton] it would decide the Eastern Shore. This 
I am certain you will do, as well as everything else 
in your power to promote the cause. It is necessary 
to speak and to speak out j especially those who justly 
possess the public confidence, which yon do in a most 
eminent degree." . 

At the same time he was consuined by a fe­
verish impulse to thrust himself forward in the 
House. Thus he lost prestige with every day 
that passed. As the session drew to its close, 
and his obstructive temper became more and 
more evident, Macon wrote to Nicholson bewail­
ing it, but confessing the impossibility of con­
trolling him: -

" I am really afraid that our friend R. will injure 
himself with the nation in this way. An attempt is 
now making, and Will, I think, be continued, to im­
press on the minds of the people that he speaks with 
a view to waste time. If this opinion should prevail, 
it will, I fear, injure not only him, but the nation 
also, because what injures him in public estimation 
will injure the people also. His talents and honesty 
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cannot be lost withou* a 1088 equal to them both, and 
they cannot be ascertained. But you know him as 
well as I do." 

This was written on April 14, 1808; the ses­
Ilion closed on the 25th, and on June 1 Macon 
wrote again: -

" Madison, I still think, will be the next President. 
If the New Yorkers mean to run Clinton in good 
earnest, as we country people say, it is time they had 
begun. The Madisoniaus will not lose anything by 
neglect 01' indolence. They may overact their part, 
and, in their zeal to keep Randolph down, may make 
lOme lukewarm about Madi8Qn. If R. had stuck to 
the embargo, he would have been up in spite of 
them." 

All the efforts of Randolph and his friends 
to defeat Mr. Madison vanished in thin smoke. 
When November arrived, there was little or no 
opposition; Virginia was solid in his support, 
and he received 122 out of 175 electoral votes, 
the full strength of his party, except six votes for 
Clinton in New York. His first act as Presi­
dent justified in Randolph's eyes the worst that 
had ever been said of him. Allowing himself to 
be dragooned by Giles and General Smith into 
abandoning Mr. Gallatin, his first choice for 
Secretary of State, President Madison nominated 
for that office Robert Smith, whose administra.­
tion of the navy had been a scandal Dot oDly 
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to Randolph, but to Gallatin. Thus at the out. 
set the new administration was thrown into the 
hands of a selfish faction, which proclaimed their 
contempt for old republican principles to every 
one who would listen. Gallatin alone, without 
courage or hope, tried to persevere in the old 
path. 

To pursue Randolph's course farther through 
the meanderings of his opposition would be waste 
of time. He at last convinced himself that his 
own party was not less extravagant and danger­
ous than those federalists whose doctrines he 
had begun by so furiously denouncing. To dis­
cover that one has made so vast a blunder is 
fatal to elevation of purpose; under the reaction 
of . such disappointment, no man can keep a 
steady course. The iron entered Randolph's 
soul. Now for the first ti~e his habits became 
bad, and at intervals, until his death, he drank 
to excess. After days or weeks of indulgence, 
during which the liquor served only to give him 
more vivacity, he seemed suddenly to sink under 
it, and remained in a state of prostration until 
his system reacted from the abuse. Probably 
in consequence of this license his mind showed 
signs of breaking down. He was at times dis­
tinctly irrational, though· never quite incapable 
of self-control. His health began to give way; 
his lungs became affected; his di~estive organs 
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were ruined; erratic gout, as the doctors called 
it, ran through his system. Nevertheless, he 
returned every autumn to Washington,' and, 
although isolated and powerless, he found a sort 
of dismal pleasure in watching the evils he could 
DO longer prevent or cure. 

In abandoning Jefferson, Madison, Giles, W. 
C. Nicholas, and the whole band of his old c0-

adjutors, Randolph had still shown some' degree 
of shrewdness in trying to retain the respect and 
support of Monroe. So long as Monroe, T~ 
well, John Taylor of Caroline, and a few more 
respectable Virginians, stood apart from the ad­
ministration and professed old republican prin­
ciples, Randolph was not quite deserted. There 
was always a chance that .he and his friends 
might come back to power, and there is a certain 
historical interest in the quarrel which at last 
separated him even from Monroe, and left him 
hopeless and desperate. 

Mr. Madison's cabinet was from the first a 
failure. Gallatin, the Secretary of the Trea.­
sury, stood alone as the representative ot old 
republicanism, although only on its economical 
side, and Gallatin's struggle to prevent the 
Treasury from being plundered by factions 
onder the Smiths and Giles was patient and 
prolonged. Two years passed, during which it 
was easy to see that Mr. Madison grew steadily 
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weaker, while Duane, Giles, General Smith, old 
Vice-President Clinton, and a score of other 
personal enemies were straining every nerve to 
break him down by driving Gallatin from the 
Treasury. In the event of Gallatin's defeat, as 
in that of his victory, Randolph might expect to 
find himself once more acting with a large party, 
and with goOd hopes of reasonable success. To 
wait the crisis and to use it was an easy task, for 
he had but to hold his tongue and to support his 
friends. Unfortunately he could do neither. 

Some extracts from his letters to Nicholson, 
to whom, as a connection of Gallatin's by mar­
riage, he wrote strongly as the crisis approached, 
will best show how deep an interest he felt in the 
result. 

RANDOLPH TO NICHOLSON. 

"GEORGETOWN, February 14,1811 •••• For some 
days past I have been attending the debates in the 
Senate. Giles made this morning the most unintelli­
gible speech on the subject of the Bank of the U. S. 
that I ever heard. He spoke upwards of two hours, 
seemed never to understand himself (except upon one 
commonplace topic, of British influence), and conse­
quently excited in his hearers no other sentiment but 
pity or disgust. But I shall not be surprised to see him 
puffed in all the newspapers of a certain faction. The 
Senate have rejected the noTnination of Alex. Wolcott 
to the bench of the Supreme Court, - 24 to 9. The 
President is said to have felt great mortification at 
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thia result. The truth seems to be that he is Presi. 
dent de jure only. Who exercises the office de facto 
I know not, but it 8eems agreed on all hands that 
there is something behind the throne greater than the 
throne itself. I cannot help differing with you re­
specting. [Gallatin's] resignatiou. If his principal 
will not support him by his influence against the cabal 
in the ministry itself as well as out of it, a sense of 
self.respect, it would 8eem to me, ought to impel him 
to retire from a situation where, with a tremendons 
responsibility, he is utterly destitute of power. Our 
cabinet presents a novel spectacle in the political 
world;' divided against itself, and the most deadly 
animosity raging between its principal members, what 
can come of it but confusion, mischief, and ruin! 
Macon is quite out of heart. I am almost indifferent 
to any possible result. Is thia wisdom or apathy? 
I fear the latter." . 

.. Since I wrote to you to-night, Stanford has shown 
me the last 'Aurora,' a paper that I never read; but 
I could not refrain, at his instance, from casting my 
eyes over some paragraphs relating to the Secretary 
of the Treasury. Surely under such circumstances 
Mr. G[ allatin] can no longer hesitate how to act. 
It appears to me that only one course is left to him, 
- to go immediately to the President, and to demand' 
either the dismissal of Mr. [Smith] or his own. No 
man can doubt by whom thia machinery is put in 
motion. There is no lonter room to feign ignorance, 
or to temporize. It is unnecessary to say to you that 
I am not through you addressing myself to another. 
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My knowledge of the interest which you take, not 
merely in the welfare of Mr. G., but in that of the 
State, induces me to express myself to you on this 
subject. 1 wish you would come up here. There 
are more things in this world of intrigue than you 
wot of, and 1 would like to commune with you upon 
some of them." 

"GEORGETOWN, February 11, 1811 .•••. 1 am 
not convinced by your representations respecting 
[Gallatin], although they are not without weight. 
Surely it would not be difficult .to point out to the 
President the impossibility of conducting the affairs 
of the government with such a counteraction in the 
very Cabinet· itself, without assuming anything like a 
disposition to dictate. Things as they are cannot go 
on much longer. The administration are now, in fact, 
aground, at the pitch of high tide, and a spring tide, 
too. Nothing remains but to lighten the ship, which 
a dead calm has hitherto kept from going to pieces. 
If the cabal succeed in their present projects, and 1 
Bee nothing but promptitude and decision that can 
prevent it, the nation iB undone. The state of affairs 
for some time past has been highly favorable to their 
views, which at this very moment are more flattering 
than ever. 1 am satisfied that Mr. G. by a timely 

. resistance to their schemes might have defeated them, 
and rendered the whole cabal as impotent as nature 
would seem to have intended them to be j for in point 
of ability (capacity for intrigue excepted) they are 
utterly contemptible and insignificant. 1 do assure 
fOu, my friend, that 1 cannot contemplate the present 
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eondition of the country without the gloomiest pre­
lagel. The signl of the times are of the most direful 
omen. The system cannot continue, if system it may 
be called, and we seem rushing into one general dis­
,0Iution of law and morals. Some Didius, I fear, is 
800n to become the purchaser of our empire; but, in 
whatever manner it be effected, everything appears 
to announce the coming of a master. Thank God, I 
have no children; but I have those who are yet dear 
to me, and the thoughts of their being hewers of wood 
and drawers of water, or, what is worse, sycophants 
and tim_ervers to the venal and corrupt wretches 
that are to be the future ~aster8 of this once free and 
happy land, fill me with the bitterest indignation. 
Would it not almost seem that man cannot be kept 
free; that his ignorance, his cupidity, and his base­
ness will countervail the effect. of the wisest institu­
tion8 that disinterested patriotism can plan for his 
security and happiness? .. 

"RICHMOND, March 10, 1811. • • . I could no\ 
learn, as I passed through Washington, how matters 
8tood respecting G[allatin] and S[mith]. The gen­
eral impression there was that S[ mith] would go out, 
and that the Department of State would be offered 
to Monroe. I do, however, doubt whether Madison 
will be able to meet the shock of the 'Aurora,' 
• Whig,' • Enquirer,' 'Boston Patriot,' etc., etc.; and 
it is highly probable that, beaten in detail by the 
superior activity and vigor of the Smiths, he may 
sink ultimately into their arms, and unquestionably 
will, in that case, receive the law from them. I know 
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not why I should think so much on this subject, but 
it engrosses my wa~ing and sleeping thoughts." 

Now came the long-looked-for revolution 
which should have restored Randolph's influ­
ence. Whether or not Gallatin was affected by 
thes~ appeals, certain it is that early in the 
month of March he resigned his office; that Mr. 
Madison declined to accept the resignation, and 
worked up his courage to the point of dismiss­
ing Robert Smith, and defying the senatorial 
cabal of Giles, Leib, Samu~l Smith, and Vice­
President Clinton. On March 20, 1811, the 
President wrote to Monroe, offering him the 
Department of State, and with it, of course, 
the prospect of succession to the throne itself. 
On the 23d, Monr8e accepted the offer. The 
"old republicans" once more saw the Executive 
wholly in their hands. . . 

This critical moment, when everything de­
pended upon harmony, was chosen by Randolph 
as the time to quarrel with Monroe, as he had 
already quarreled with Madison and Jefferson. 
That the fault was altogether his OWl\ is not to 
be said, for in truth the immediate fault was 
Monroe's. Two years had now elapsed since 
Monroe's return home in a sort of disgrace; he 
was poor; he was, in real truth, no more fanati­
cal about his old principles than Madison him­
self, and at least it was not he who had drawn 
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Up the Virginia resolutions of 1798; he wanted 
to get back into office; his connection with 
Randolph stood in his way, and it is probable 
that he allowed himself to repudiate this influ­
ence somewhat too openl,. In the month of 
January, 1811, Randolph was at Richmond, and 
heard stories to this effect. A little more tact 
or less pride would have made him patient while 
Monroe was climbing again up the ladder of 
office; but patience was not Randolph's best 
trait. He immediately wrote the following let­
ter to the man· for whose character he had all 
through life felt so profound reverence and 
such affectionate respect: -

BA.NDOLPB TO MONROE. 

BELL TAVEJUr, Monday Night, 
Jan. 14, 1811. 

DEAR Sm, - The habits of intimacy which have 
existed between us make it, as I conceive, my duty to 
inform you that reports are industriously circula.ted 
in this city to your disadvantage. They are to this 
effect: That in ordet: to promote your election to the 
Chief Magistracy of the Commonwealth you have de-' 
Bcended to unbecoming compliances with the members 
of the Assembly, not excepting your bitterest personal 
enemies; that you have volunte~red explanations to 
them of the differences heretofore suh&isting between 
yourself and administration which amount to a dere­
liction of the ground which you took after your return 
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from England, and even of your warmest personal . 
friends. Upon this, although it is unnecessary for 
me to pass a comment, yet it would be disingenuous 
to conceal that it has created unpleasant sensations 
not in me only, but in others whom I know you justly 
ranked as among those most strongly attached to you. 
I wished for an opportunity of mentioning this subject 
to you, but none offered itself, and I would not seek 
one, because, when I cannot afford assistance to my 
friends, I will never consent to become an incumbrance 
on them. I write in haste, and therefore abruptly. 
I keep no copy, and have only to enjoin on you that 
this communication is in the strictest sense of the term 
confidential, solely for your own eye. Yours, 

J OBll R.urooLPH OF RoANOKE. 

To this characteristic assault 1\&. Monroe re­
sponded as best he could. He sent his son-in­
law, George Hay, to Randolph, and Randolph 
refused to talk with him. He wrote to John 
Taylor of Caroline, and to Randolph himself. 
Randolph's final reply was s~mt from Washing­
ton precisely at the time of the cabinet crisis, 
when Monioe's appointment as Secretary of 
State was becoming daily more certain. 

RANDOLPH TO HONROL 

GEOBGBTOWlI', Man:A 2, 1811. 
l>BAB Sm, - I have purposely delayed answering 

your letters because you seem to have taken up the 
idea that I labored under BOme excitement (of an an-
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gry nature it is to be presumed from the expressions 
employed in yoar communication to Colonel Taylor, 
as well as in that to myself), and I was desirons that 
my reply should in appearance as well as in fact pro­
eeed from the calmest and most deliberate exercise of 
my jodgment. 

How my letters in Richmond could excite an nnplea.­
sant feeling in your hosom towards- fM I am wholly 
at a 108. to comprehend. Let. me beg yoo to review 
them, to reflect for a moment. on the cirenmstaneee 
of the eaae, and then ask yonrself whether I could or 
ought to have done otherwise than as I did in appris­
ing you of the reports injurions to yoar honor that 
were in the mooth of every man of every description 
in Richmond. I certai.nly held no intercoOl'88 with 
those who were hostile to your election, bnt it surely 
required no power of inspiration to diviDe that, when 
such language was held by yoar own supporter&, those 
to whom YOll were peculiarly obnoxions would hardly 
omit. to make a handle of it to injure you. YOll may 
wflll feel UlOred that no man would venture to ap­
proach flU with observations directly derogating from 
yoar character. 

Those who spoke to me on the snbject generally 
mentioned it as a SOnrc8 of real regret and sorrow; • 
few sounded to see how far they might go, and, re­
ceiving no encouragement, drew off. But it was im­
possible for me to shut my ears or eyes to the passing 
_ne, and in my hearing the most injnrions state­
menta were made, with which, as well as with the 
general impression of all with whom I conversed in 
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relation to them, I deemed it my duty to acquaint 
you; mutatis mutandis,I'should have expected a 
similar act of friendship on your part. 

Ask yourself again, my dear sir, whether your cau­
tious avoidance, and that of every one near you, of 
,very sort of communication with me, and of every 
mark of accustomed respect and n'iendship, was not· 
in itself a change in the relation between us, which 
£othing on my part could have given the least occa­
Ilion for; and whether I was not authorized to infer, 
as well as the public, - in short, whether it was not 
intended that the public sJwuld infer, - not only that 
all political connection, but that all communication, 
was at an end between us. 

Under these circumstances, is it my conduct or 
your own that is likely to put a stop to our old inter­
course; and is it you or I that have a right to com­
plaID. of the abandonment of the old ground of relation 
tbat existed between us ? Let me add that a passage 
in your letter to Col. Taylor (I mean that which was 
in circulation at Richmond) respecting the motives of 
the minority (with whom you had just disavowed all 
political connection whatever) has been deemed by 
many of the most intelligent among them as a just 
cause of complaint, as furnishing to their persecutors 
a colorable pretext for renewing and persevering in 
the most unpopular and odious of all the charges that 
have been brought against them. We cannot doubt 
the sincerity of your impression, but know it to be 
erroneous, and feel it to be injurious to us. 

And now let me declare to you, which I do with 
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the utmost sincerity of heart, that during the period 
to which you refer I never felt one angry emotion 
towards you. Concern for your honor and character 
W&8 uppermost in my thoughts. A determination to 
adhere to the course of conduct which my own sense 
of propriety and duty to myself pointed out had 
almost dwindled into & secondary consideration. 

Accept my earnest wishes for your prosperity and 
happiness. I have long since abandoned all thoughts 
of politics except so far &8 is strictly necessary to the 
execution of my legislative duty. 

Again I offer you my best wishes. 
JOHN RANDOLPH 01' RoANOKE. 

ThuB Randolph bade farewell to another 
President that was to be. Three weeks after 
this letter was written, Monroe was Secretary 
of State, and in a short time it appeared that, 
had Randolph not abandoned him, he had cer­
tainly been quite earnest in his intention to 
abandon Randolph. No more was heard of 
.. old republican" principles from Monroe until 
many years had elapsed; but within a short 
time it appeared that he was ready to accept, if 
not to welcome, what Randolph most opposed, 
- a war with England, loans, navies, armies, 
and even a military conscription. 

During all these troubles and through all 
manner of party feuds, personal quarrels, and 
hostile intrigues, in spite of the fact that he 
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now habitually voted with the federalists, Ran­
dolph succeeded' in keeping control of .his dis­
trict and in securing his reelection both in 1809 
and 1811, when John W. Eppes took up his 
residence there with the avowed purpose of 
breaking Randolph down. In 1813, however, 
his opposition to the war with England proved 
too heavy a weight to carry, and Mr. Eppes, 
after a sruU-p contest, defeated him, while the 
"Richmond Enquirer" denounced him as "a 
nuisance and a curse." 



CHAPTER X 

ECCENTRICITIES 

IF disappointment and sorrow could soften a 
human heart, Randolph had enough to make 
him tender as· the gentlest. From the first, 
Bome private trouble weighed on his mind, and 
Bince he chose to make a mystery of its cause a 
biographer is bound to respect his wish. The 
following letter to his friend Nicholson, written 
proba\lly in the year 1805, shows his feeling on 
this point: -

RANDOLPH TO NICHOLSON. 

" Monday, 4, Marc"," Dear Nicholson, - By you 
I would be understood; whether the herd of man­
kind comprehend me or not, I care not. Yourself, 
the Speaker, and Bryan are, of all the world, alone 
acquainted with my real situation. On that subject 
I have only to ask that you will preserve the same 
reserve that I have done. Do not misunderstand 
me, my good friend. I do not doubt your honor 01" 

discretion. Far from it. But on this subject I am, 
perhaps, foolishly fastidious. God bless you, my 
noble fellow. I shall ever hold you most dear to my 
heart." 



248 JOHN RANDOLPH 

From such expressions not much can be safely 
inferred. Doubtless he imagined his character 
and career to be greatly influenced by one event 
or another in his life, but in reality both he and 
his brother Richard seem to have had from the 
fil'St the same vehement, ill-regulated minds, and 
the imagination counted for more with them than 
the reality, whatever it was. His was a nature 
that would have made for itself a hell even 
though fate had put a heaven about it. Quar­
reling with his brother's widow, he left Bizarre 
to bury himself in a poor cornel' among his over­
seers and slaves at Roanoke. "I might be now 
living at Bizarre," he wrote afterwards, "if the 
reunion of his [Richard's] widow with the 
[traducers?] of her husband had not dri;en me 
to Roanoke;" "a. sa.vage solitude," he called it, 
"into which I have been driven to seek shelter." 
This was in 1810. He had already quar~eled 
with his stepfather, Judge Tucker, as kind­
hearted a man as ever lived, and of this one­
sided quarrel we have an account which, even if 
untrue, is curious. It seems that Randolph had 
been talking violently against the justice and 
policy of the law which passed estates, in failure 
of direct heirs, to brothers of half-blood; where­
upon Judge Tucker made the indiscreet remark: 
"Why, Jack, you ought not to be against that 
law, for you know if you were to die without 
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issue. you would wish your half-brothers to have 
your estate." " I '11 be damned, sir, if I do 
know it," aaid Randolph, according to the story, 

.and from that day broke off relations with his 
stepfather. In 1810 he was only with the 
ntmost difficulty dissuaded .by his counsel frem 
bringing suit against Judge Tucker for fraudu­
lent management of his estate during that guar­
dianship which had ended more than fifteen 
years before. He knew that the cl).arge was 
false, but he was possessed by it. Two passions, 
besides that for drink, were growing on him with 
age, - avarice and family pride; taken tOgether, 
three furies worse than the cruelest disease or 
the most crushing disasters. Yet disaster, too, 
was not wanting. His 'nephew St. George, Rich­
ard's eldest son, deaf and dumb from his birth, 
became quite irrational in 1813, and closed his 
days in an asylum. The younger nephew, Tudor, 
whom he had loved as much as it was in his 
nature to love anyone, and who was to be the 
representative of his race, fell into a hopeless 
consumption the next year, and, being sent 
abroad, died at Cheltenham in 1815. Thns 
Randolph, after falling out with his stepfather 
and half-brothers, after quitting Bizarre and 
quarreling with his brother's widow, lost his 
nephews, failed in public life, and was driven 
from his seat in Congress. Had he been ,an 
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Italian he would have passed. for one possessed. 
of the evil eye, one who brought destruction 
on all he loved, and every peasant would have 
secretly made the sign of the cross on meeting 
him. His defeat by Eppes in the spring of 
1&1.3 disgusted him with politics, and he visited 
his mortification on his old friends. Macon 
wrote to Nicholson February 1, 1815:-

"Jonathan did not love David more than I have 
Randolph,'and I still have that same feeling towards 
him, but somehow or other I am constrained from 
saying [anything] about it or him, unless now and 
then to defend him against false accusations, or. what 
I believe to be such. There is hardly any evil that 
a1Hicts one more than the loss' of a friend, especially 
when not conscious of having given any cause for it. 
I cannot account for the coldness with which you say 
he treated you, or hiS not staying at your house while 
in Baltimore. Stanford now and then comes to 

where I sit in the House, and shows me a letter from 
R. to him, which is all I see from him. He has not 
wrote to me since he left Congress [in March, 1813], 
nor I but once. to him, which was to inclose him a 
book of his that I found in the city when I came to 
the next session. I have said thus much in answer 
to your letter, and it is more than has been said or 
written to any other person." 

The sudden and happy close of the war in 
lanuary, 1815, brought a.bout a curious revolu-
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tion in the world of politics. Everything that 
had happened before that convulsion seemed 
now wiped from memory. Men once famous 
and powerful were forgotten; men whose politi­
cal sins had been dark and manifold were for­
given and received back into the fold. Amon~ 
the rest was Randolph. He recovered his seat 
in the SpriDg of 1815, and returned to CODgress 
with a great reputation for bold and sarcastic 
oratory. He came back to a new world, to a 
government which had been streDgthened and 
nl)otionalized by foreign war beyond the utmost 
hopes of Washington or John Adams. Mr. 
Jefferson's party was still in power, but not a 
thread was left of the principles with which 
Mr. Jefferson had started on his career in 1801. 
The country had a debt compared with which 
that of the federalist administrations was light; 
it had a navy which was now more popular than 
ever Mr. Jefferson had been in his palmiest 
days, and an army which Randolph dared no 
longer call "ragamuffin;" the people had faced 
the awful idea of conscription, at the bidding of 
James Madison and James Monroe, two men 
who had nearly broken up the Union; in 1798, 
at the mere suggestion of raising half a dozen 
regiments; at the same command the national 
bank was to be reestablished; - in every direc­
tion states' rights were train pled on; - and all 
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this ha.d been done by Randolph's old friends 
and his own party. During his absence, Con­
greS'S, like schoolboys whose monitor has left 
the room, had passed the bill for the Yazoo 
compromise. This was not the whole. Chief 
Justice Marshall and the Supreme Court were 
at work. Their decisions were rapidly riveting· 
these results into something more than mere 
political precedents or statute law. State sov­
ereignty was crumbling under their assaults, 
and the nation was already too powerful for the 
safety of Virginia. 

Mr. Jefferson, in his old age, took the alarm, 
and began to preach a new crusade against the 
Supreme Court and the heresies of federal prin­
ciples. He rallied about him the" old republi­
cans" of 1798. Mr. Madison and Mr. Monroe, 
Mr.· Gallatin and the northern democrats, were 
little disposed to betake themselves again to 
that uncomfortable boat which they had gladly 
abandoned for the broader and stancher deck 
of the national ship of state; but William B. 
Giles was ready to answer any bugle-caU that 
could summon him back to the Senate, or give 
him another chance for that cabinet office which 
had been the ambition of his life; and John 
Randolph was at all times ready to clap on again 
his helmet of Mambrino and have a new tilt at 
the windmill which' had ODce already demol-
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isbed him. If Virginia hesitated, South Caro­
lina might be made strong in the faith, and 
Georgia was undaunted by the Yazoo experi­
ence. If the northern democrats no longer. 
knew what states' rights meant, the slave power, 
which had grown with the national growth, 
could be organized to teach them. 

Into this movement Randolph Hung himself 
headlong, and in such a party he was a formid­
able ally. Doubtless there was much about him 
that seemed ridiculous to bystanders, and still 
more that not only seemed, but was, irrational. 
Neither his oratory nor his wit would have been 
tolerated in a northern State. To the cold­
blooded New Englander who did not love ex­
travagance or eccentricity, and had no fancy 
for plantation manners, Randolph was an ob­
noxious being. Those traits of character and 
person of which he was proud, as evidence of 
his Pocahontas and Powhatan ancestry, they 
instinctively attributed to an ancestral type of 
a different kind. It was not the Indian whom 
they saw in this lean, forked figure, with its 
elongated arms and long, bony forefinger, point­
ing . at the objects of his aversion as with a. 
stick; it was not an Indian countenance they 
recognized in this parchn1ent face, prematurely 
old and seamed with a thousand small wrinkles; 
in that bright, sharply sparkling eye; in the 
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flattering, caressing tone and manner, which 
suddenly, with or without provocation, changed 
into wanton brutality. The Indian owns no 
.such person or such temperament, which, if 
derived from any ancestry, belongs to an order 
of animated beings still nearer than the Indian 
to the jealous and predaceous instincts of dawn­
ing intelligence .. 

There is no question that such an antagonist 
was formidable. The mode of political warfare 
at first adopted by instinct, he had now by long 
experience developed into a science. Terror 
was the favorite resource of his art, and he had 
so practiced as to have reached a high degree of 
success in using it. He began by completely 
mastering his congressional district. At best, 
it is not easy for re~ote, sparsely settled com­
munities to shake off a political leader who has 
no prominent rival in his own party, and no 
strong outside oppositi()n, but when that leader 
has Randolph's advantages it becomes impossible 
to contest the field. His ~nstituents revolted 
once, but never again. His peculiarities were too 
well known and too much in the natural order 
of things to excite surprise or scandal among 
them. They liked his long stump speeches and 
sharp, epigrammatic phrases, desultory style and 
melodramatic affectations of manner, and they 
were used to coarseness that would have sick. 
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ened a Connecticut peddler. They liked to be 
flattered by him, for flattery was one of the 
instruments he nsed with most lavishness. " In 
conversing with old men in Charlotte County," 
says a native of the spot, writing in 1878, "they 
will talk a long time about how :Mr. Randolph 
flattered this one to carry his point; how he 
drove men clean out of the country who offended 
him; how ridiculous he sometimes made his ac­
quaintances appear: they will entertain you a 
long time in this way before they will mention 
one word about his friendship for anybody or 
anybody's for him." . 

He was simple enough in his methods, and, 8S 

they were all intended to lead np to terror in 
the end, there was every reason for simplifying 
them to snit the cases . 

.. How do you do, Mr. L.? I am a candidate 
for Congress, and should be pleased to have 
your vote." 

"Unfortunately, I have no vote, Mr. Ran. 
dolph." 

.. Good-morning, Mr. L." 
He nefer forgave a vote given to his oppo­

nent, and he worked his district over to root out 
the influences which defeated him in 1813. One 
example of his method is told in regard to a Mr. 
S., a plain farmer, who had carried his precinct 
almost unanimously for Eppes. Randolph is 
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said to have sought him out one court day in the 
most public place he could find, and, addressing 
him with great courtesy, presently put to him 
a rather abstruse question of politics. Passing 
from one puzzling and confusing inquiry to an­
other, raising his voice, attracting a crowd by 
e~ery artifice in his power, he drew the unfortu­
nate man farther and farther into the most awk­
ward embarrassment, continually repeating his 
expressions of astonishment at the ignorande to 
which his victim confessed. The scene exposed 
the man to ridicule and contempt, and is said to 
have destroyed his influence. 

He sometimes acted a generous, sometimes a 
brutal, part; the one, perhaps, not less sincere 
than the other while it lasted, but neither of 
them in any sense simple expressions of emotion. 
Although he professed vindictiveness as a part 
of his Powhatan inheritan~e, and although he 
proclaimed himself to be one who never forsook 
a friend or forgave a foe, it is evident that his 
vindictiveness was often assumed merely in order 
to terrify; there was usually a method and a 
motive in his madness, noble at first in the dawn 
of young hope, but far from noble at last in the 
gloom of disappointment and despair. "He did 
things," says Mr. Henry Carrington, "which 
nobody else could do, and made others do things 
which they never did before, and of which they 
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repented all the days of their lives; and on 
lOme occasions he was totally regardless of pri­
vate rights, and not held amenable to the laws 
of the land." 

This trait of his character gave rise to a mass 
of local stories, many of which have found their 
way into print, but which are for the most part 
10 distorted in passing through the mouths of 
overseers and neighbors as to be quite worthless 
for biography. Another mass of legend luis 
collected itself about his life in Washington and 
his travels. The less credit we give to the more 
extravagant of these stories, the nearer we shall 
come to the true man. At times he was violent 
or outrageous from the mere effect of drink, but, 
to do him justice, his brutality was commonly 
directed against what he supposed, or chose to 
think, presumption, ignorance, dishonesty, cant, 
or some other trait of a low and groveling mind. 
He rarely insulted any man whom he believed 
to be respectable, and he was always kind and 
affectionate to those he loved; but although he 
controlled himself thus far in society, he carried 
terrorism in politics to an extreme. He could 
be gentle when he pleased, but he often pre­
ferred to be arrogant. Only a few months 
before his death, in February, 1833, he forced 
some states' -rights resolutions through a meeting 
of the county of Charlotte. A certain Captain 
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Watkins, who was at the meeting, declined to 
follow him, and avowed himself a supporter of 
President Jackson. Randolph, while his resolu­
tions were under digcussion, addressed himself 
to Captain Watkins,. saying that he did no~ 
expect "an old Yazoo speculator" to approve 
of them. Captain Watkins rose and denied the 
charge. At this, Randolph looked him steadily 
in the face, and pointing his finger at him said,-

" You are a Yazoo man, Mr. Watkins." 
Mr. Watkins, much agitated and embar­

rassed, rose again and m/lde an explanation. 
Randolph, with the same deliberation, simply 
repeated,-

"You are a Yazoo man, Mr. Watkins." 
A third time Mr. Watkins rose, and was met 

again by the same cold assertion, " Yon are a 
Yazoo man;" until at last he left the room, 
completely broken down. 

Mr. Watkins had, in fact, once owned some 
of the Yazoo land warrants. He was, of course, 
no admirer of Randolph, who rode rough-shod 
over him in return. If it be asked why a man 
who treated his neighbors thus was not fifty 
times shot down where he stood 'by exasperated 
victims, the answer is that he knew those with 
whom he was dealing. He never pressed a 
quarrel to the end, or resented an insult further 
than was necessary to repel it. He was· notori-



ECCENTRICITIES 259 

ous for threatening to use his weapons on every 
occasion of a tavern quarrel, but at such times 
he was probably excited by drink; when quite 
.himself he never used them if it was possible 
to avoid it. In 1801 he even refused to fight 
General Wilkinson, and allowed the general to 
post him as a coward; and he did this on the 
ground that the general had no right to hold 
him accountable for his expressions:" I can­
not descend to your level." Indeed, with all 
Randolph's quarrelsome temper and vindictive 
spirit, he had but one duel during his public life. 
His insulting language and mapner came not 
from the heart, but from the head: they were 
part of his system, a method of controlling soci­
etyas he controlled his negroes. His object was 
to rule, not to revenge, and it would have been 
folly to let himself be shot unless his situation 
required it. Randolph had an ugly temper and 
. a strong will; but he had no passions that dis­
turbed his head. 

In what is called polite society these tactics 
were usually unnecessary, and then bad man­
ners were a mere habit, controllable at will. In 
such society, therefore, Randolph was seen at 
his best. The cultivated Virginian, with wit 
and memory, varied experience, audacious tem­
per, and above all a genuine flavor of his native 
soil; the Virginian, in his extremest form, such 
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as anyone might well be curious once to see, 
- this was the attraction in Randolph which 
led strangers to endure and even to seek his 
acquaintance. Thus, as extremes meet, Massa­
chusetts men were apt to be favorites with this 
Ishmaelite; they were so thoroughly hostile to 
all his favorite prejudices that they could make 
a tacit agreement io disagree in peace. Josiah. 
Quincy was one of his friends; Elijah Mills, 
the Massachusetts senator, another. In a letter 
dated January 19, 1816, :Mr. Mills thus describes 
him:-

" He is reallY'a most singular and interesting man; 
regardless entirely of form and ceremony in some 
things, and punctilious to an extreme in others. He, 
yesterday, dined with ns. He was dressed in a 
rough, coarse, short hunting-coat, with small-clothes 
and boots, and over his bootS a pair of coarse cot­
ton leggings, tied with strings round his legs. He 
engrossed almost the whole conversation, and was 
exceedingly amusing as well as eloquent and ~truc­
tive." 

Again on January 14, 1822:-

"Our Massachusetts people, and I among the num· 
ber, have grown great favorites with Mr. Randolph. 
He has invited me to dine with him twice, and he has 
dined with us as often. He is now what he used to 
be in his best days, in good spirit. ... with fine manners 
and the most fascinating conversation. • • • For the 
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last two years he has been in a state of great pertur­
bation, and has iDdulged himself in the ebullitioDs of 
littleDess and acerbity, iD which he exceeds almost 
aDY maD liviDg. He is DOW iD better humor, aDd is 
capable of makiDg himself exceedingly interestiDg 
aDd agreeable. How long this state of things may 
cODtiDue may depeDd upon accideDt or caprice. He 
is, therefore, Dot a desirable inDtate or a safe frieDd, 
but UDder proper restricti?Ds a most eDtertaining and 
iDstructive companioD." 

In 1826 Mr. Mills was ill, and Randolph in­
sisted on acting as his doctor. 

" He DOW lives withiD a few doors of me, aDd has 
called almost every evening and morning to see me. 
This has beeD very kind of him, but is no earnest of 
continued friendship. ID his likings aDd dislikings, 
as in everythiDg else, he is the most eccentric being 
npon the face of the earth, and is as likely to abuse 
friend as foe. Hence, amoDg all those with whom he 
has been associated during the last thirty years, there 
is scarcely aD individual whom he can call his frieDd. 
At times he is the most eDtertainiDg aDd amusing 
maD alive, with manDel'S the most pleasant and agree­
able; aDd at other times he is sour, morose, crabbed, 
ill-natured, aDd sarcastic, rude in maDners, and repul­
sive to everybody. Indeed, I thiDk he is partially 
deranged, aDd seldom in the full possession of his 
,reasoD." 

The respectable senator from Massachusetts, 
"poor little Mills," as Randolph calls him, seems 



262 JOHN RANDOLPH 

to have snatched but a fearful joy in this ill­
assorted friendship. 

The system of terrorism, which was so effec­
tive in the politics of Charlotte, was not equally 
well suited to the politics of Washington; to 
overawe a congressional district was possible, 
but when Randolp\ tried to crush Mr. Jefferson 
and Mr. Madison by these tactics, the experi­
ment not only failed, but reacted so violently 
as to drive him out of public life. Neverthe­
less, within the walls of the House of Represen­
tatives his success was considerable; he inspired 
terror, and to oppose him required no little 
nerve, and, perhaps, a brutality as ~eckless as 
his own. He made it his business to break in 
young members as he would break a colt, bear­
ing down on them with superciliousness and sar­
casm. In later life he hacl a way of entering 
the House, booted and spUlTed, with whip in 
hand, after the business had ~egun, and loudly 
saluting his friends to attract attention; but if 
anyone whom he disliked was speaking, he 
would abruptly turn on his heel and go out. 
Mr. S. G. Goodrich describes him in 1820, dur­
ing the Missouri debate, as rising and crying. 
out in a shrill voice, which pierced every nook 
and corner of the hall, "Mr. Speaker, I have 
but one word to say, - one word, sir; and that 
is to state a fact. The measure to which the 
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gentleman has just alluded originated in a dirty 
trick. " Under some circumstances he even ven­
tured on physical attacks, but this was very rare. 
He had a standing feud with Willis Alston of 
North Carolina, and they insulted each other 
without serious consequences for many years. 
Once, in 1811, as the members were leaving the 
House, Alston, in his hearing, mad~ some offen­
sive remark about a ·puppy. Randolph de­
scribed the scene to Nicholson in a letter dated 
January 28,1811:-

" This poor wretch, after I had prevailed upon the 
House to adjourn, uttered at me some very offeusive 
language, which I was not bound to overhear; but 

. he took care to throw himself in my way on the stair­
case, and repeat his foul language to another in my 
hearing. Whereupon I said, 'Alston, if it were 
worth while, I would cane you, - and I believe I 
will cane you!' and caned him accordingly, with all 
the nonchalance of Sir Harry Wildair himself." 

The affair, however, got no further than the 
police court, and Randolph very justly added 
in his letter, "For Macon's sake (although he 
despises him) I regret it, and for my own, for 
in such cases victory is defeat." He called him­
self an Ishmael: his hand was against 2very­
body, and everybody's hand was against him. 
His political career had now long ended, so far 
as party promotion was concerned, and there 
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remained only an overpowering egotism, a con­
suming rage for notoriety, contemptible even in 
his own eyes, but overmastering him like the 
passion for money or drink. 

Of all his eccentricities, the most pitiful and 
yet the most absurd were not those which sprang 
from his lower but from his higher instincts. 
The better part of his nature made a spasmodic 
struggle against the passions and appetites that 
degraded it. Half his rudeness and savagery 
was due to pride which would allow no one to 
see the full extent of his weakness. At times 
he turned violently on himself. So in the 
spring of 1815 he snatched at religion, and for 
an instant felt a serious hope that through the 
church he might purify his nature; yet even in 
his most tender moments there was something 
almost humorous in his childlike incapacity to 
practice for two consecutive instants the habit 
of self-control or the simplest instincts of Chris­
tianity. " I am no disciple of Calvin or Wes­
ley," he wrote in one of these moods, "but I 
feel the necessity of a changed nature; of a new 
life; of an altered heart. I feel my stubborn 
and rebellious nature to be softened, and that 
it is essential to my comfort here, as well as to 
my future welfare, to cultivate and cherish feel­
ings of good-will towards all mankind; to strive 
against envy, malice, and all uncharitableness. 
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I "think I have succeeded in forgiving all my 
enemies. There is not a human being that I 
would hurt if it were in my power; not even 
Bonaparte." 

If in his moments of utmost ·Christian exal­
tation he could only think he had forgiven his 
enemies and would hurt no human being if he 
had the power, what must have been his pas­
sion for inflicting pain when the devil within his 
breast held unchecked dominion I 



CHAPTER XI 

BLIFIL AND BLACK GEORGE 

So long as Mr. Monroe was in office, although 
his administration, aided by the Supreme Court, 
paid less regard to states' rights and leaned more 
strongly to centralization than either the admin­
istrations of Madison or Jefferson, Randolph. did 
not venture again upon systematic opposition. 
He had learned a lesson: he would have no more 
personal quarrels with Virginian Presidents, and 
rest;rained his temper marvelously well, but not 
because he liked Monroe's rule better than that 
of Monroe's predecessors; far from it! .. The 
spirit of· profession and devotion to the court 
has increased beyond my most sanguine anticipa­
tions," said he in 1819; "the Emperor [Mon-. 
roe] is master of the Senate, and through that 
body commands the life and property of every 
man in the republic. The person who fills the 
office seems to be without a friend. Not so the 
office itself." In 1820 one of the President's 
friends made, on his behalf, an advance to Ran­
dolph. " I said," writes Randolph, February 26, 
1820, .. that he had invited Garnett, as it were, 
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out of my own apartment, that year [1812], to 
dine with General Moreau, Lewis, and Stanford, 
the only M. C.'s that lodged there besides my­
self, and omitted to ask me, who had a great 
desire to aee Moreau; that I lacqueyed the heels 
of no great man; that I had a very good dinner 
at home." Although fully warranted in feeling 
hatred for Monroe, Randolph remained in har­
mony with the administration until he was going 
to Europe, in March, 1822, and. issued; from 
"on board the steamboat Nautilus, under weigh 
to the Amity" packet, a letter to his constitu­
ents, expressing the intention to stand again for 
Congress in 1823 ~-

" I have an especial desire to be in that Congress, 
which will decide (probably by indirection) the charac­
ter of the executive government of the confederation 
for at least four years, - perhaps foreve~; since now, 
for the first time since the institution of this govern­
ment, we have presented to the people the army can­
didate for the presidency in the person of him [Cal­
houn] who, judging from present appearance, will 
receive the support of the Bank of the United States 
also. This is an union of the sword and purse with a 
vengeance, - one which even the sagacity of Patrick 
Henry never anticipated, in this shape at least. Let 
the people look to it, or they are lost forever •••• 
To this state of things we are rapidly appr~aching, 
under an administration the head of whi"h RitA .. n 
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incubus upon the state, while the lieutenants of this 
new Mayor of the Palace are already conteuding for 
the succession." 

Had Randolph's knowledge of history been 
more accurate 01' his memory quicker than it 
was, he would not here have fallen into the 
blunder of insulting the President by a compli­
ment. To speak of the incubus Monroe as a 
"new Mayor of the Palace" was nonsense, for, 
of all men that ever lived, the Mayors of the 
Palace were the most efficient rulers. What 
Randolph doubtless meant was to brand Monroe 
as "this new roi faineant," this do-nothing king 
Childerich, whose lieutenants, Calhonn, Craw­
ford, Adams, were contending for the succession. 

Against Monroe Randolph did not care to 
break his lance, even though Monroe was the 
worst of all the Virginian traitors to states' 
rights, and the most ungrateful for support 
and encouragement in his days of disgrace. Not 
Monroe, but Monroe's lieutenants were to be 
denonnced in advance. Randolph liked none of 
them, but especially hated Calhoun and Clay, 
then representatives of the ardent nationality 
engendered by the war of 1812. Mr. Clay was 
Speaker, and, with a temper as domineering and 
a manner as dictatorial as that of Randolph him­
self, he could not fail to rouse every jealous 
and ugly demon in Randolph's nature, and draw 
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out all the exhaustless vituperation of his tongue. 
The inevitable quarrel began during the debate 
on the Missouri Compromise, when Randolph 
made a determined effort to drive Clay from its 
BUpPOrt. They are said to have met for consul­
tation in & private interview, after which they 
held no further relations even of civility, and it 
iB easy to imagine that the language exchanged in 
Buch a dialogue may have been Buch as neither 
might care to repeat. In any case it is true that 
Clay, as Speaker, rode ruthlessly over Randolph's· 
opposition, and jockeyed him out of his right 
to move a reconsideration of the bill. The war 
between them was henceforth as bitter as either 
party could make it, and came within a hair's 
breadth of costing Randolph his life. 

Personal antipathies, jealousy, prejudice, and 
the long train of Randolph's many vices had, 
therefore, Bomething to do with the certain hos­
tility towards Monroe's successor for which he 
was now preparing; but between his opposition 
in 1825 and that in 1806 there was this differ­
ence: in 1806 his quarrel was with old friends, 
whom, on a mere divergence of opinion in re­
gard to details of policy, he had no right to 
betray; in 1825 his quarrel was legitimate and 
his policy Bound, from his point of view. This 
fact partially rehabilitated his reputation, and 
made him again, to rio small extent, an impor-
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tant historical character . John Randolph stands. 
in history as the legitimate and natural precur­
sor of Calhoun. Randolph sketched out and 
partly filled in the outlines of that political 
scheme over which Calhoun labored so long, 
and against which Clay strove successfully while 
he lived,-the identification of slavery with 
states' rights. All that was ablest and most 
masterly, all except what was mere metaphy­
sical rubbish, in Calhoun's statesmanship had . 
been suggested by Randolph years before Cal­
houn began his states'-rights career. 

Between the slave power and states' rights 
there was no necessary connection. The slave 
power, when in control, was a centralizing in­
fiuence, and all the most considerable encroach­
ments on states' rights were its acts. The 
acquisition and admission of Louisiana; the 
embargo; the war of 1812; the annexation 
of Texas" by joint resolution;" the war with 

. Mexico, declared by the mere announcement 
of President Polk; the Fugitive Slave Law; 
the Dred Scott decision, - all triumphs of the 
slave power, -did far more than either tariffs 
or internal improvements, which in their origin 
were also southern measures, to destroy the 
'Very memory of states' rights as they existed in 
1789. . Whenever a question arose of extending 
or protecting slavery, the slaveholders became 
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friends of centralized power, and used that dan­
gerous weapon with a kind of frenzy. Slavery 
in fact required centralization in order to main­
tain and protect itself, but it required to con~ 
trol the centralized machine; it needed despotic 
principles of government, but it needed them 
exclusively for its own use. -Thus, in truth. 
states' rights were the protection of the free 
States. and &8 a matter of fact, during the dom­
ination of the alave power, Massachusetts ap­
pealed to this protecting principle &8 often and 
almost as loudly as South Carolina. 

The docirine of states' rights was initaelf a 
sound and true doctrine; as a starting point of 
American history and constitutional law, there 
is no other which will hear a moment's exami­
nation; it was as dear to New England as to 
Virginia, and its prostitution to the base uses of 
the alave power was one of those nnfortunate 
entanglements which so often perturb and mis­
lead history. This prostitution, begun by Ran­
dolph, and only at a later time consummated by 
Calhoun, was the task of a man who loudly and 
pathetically declared himself a victim to slavery, 
a hater of the detestable institution, an ami des 
noirll-; who asserted that all the misfortunes of 
his life - and they had been neither few nor 
inconsiderable - were light in the balance when 
compared with the single misfortune of having 
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.been born the master of slaves. It was begun 
in the Missouri debate in 1819 and 1820, 
but unfortunately Randolph's speeches in these 
sessions, although long and. frequent, are not 
reported, and his drift is evident only from later 
expressions. His speech on internal improve­
ments, January 31, 1824, set forth with admir­
able clearness the nature of this new fusion of 
terrorism with lust for power, - the birth-marks 
of all Randolph's brood. Struck out like a 
spark by sharp contact with Clay's nobler 
genius, this speech of Randolph's HasJ;les through 
the dull atmosphere of the time, until it leaps 
at last across a gap of forty years and seems to 
linger for a moment oli the distant horizon, as 
though consciously to reveal the dark cloud of 
smoke and night in which slavery was to be 
suffocated. 

" We are told that, along with the regulation of 
foreign commerce, the States have yielded to the gen­
eral govemment in as broad terms the regulation of. 
domestic commerce, - I mean the commerce among 
the several States, - and that the same power is 
possessed by Congress over the one as over the other. 
It is rather unfortunate for this argument that, if it 
applies to tM extent to which tM power to regulate 
foreign commerca has been carried by Oongress, tMY 

. may prohibit altogether this domest·ic commerce, as 
they have heretofol'e, under the other power, prahlb-
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ited foreign commerce. But why put extreme cases? 
This government cannot go on one day without a 
mutual understanding and deference between the 
state and general governments. This government 
is the breath of the nostrils of the States. Gentle­
men may say what they please of the p;eamble to 

the CODstitution; but this Constitution is' not the 
work of the amalgamated popnlation of the then ex­
isting confederac", but the offspring of the States; 
and however high we may carry our heads and strut 
and fret our hour, 'dressed in a little brief authority,' 
it iB in the P01!'e1' 0/ the States to extinguish this 
government at a blow. They have only to refuse to 
.end 1MT1I1Je1'S to the other branch 0/ the legislature, 
or to appoint electors of President and Vice-Presi­
dent, and th~ thing is dODe. • • • I said that this gov­
ernment, if put to the test - a test it is by DO means 
calculated to endure - as a government for the man­
agement of the internal concerns of this country, is 
one of the worst that Can be conceived, which is de­
termined by the fact that it is a government not hav­
ing a common feeling and common interest with the 
governed. I know that we are told - and it is the 
first time the doctrine has been openly avowed­
that upon the responsibility of this .House to the 
people, by means of the elective franchise, depends. 
all the security of the people of the United States 
against the abuse. of the powers of this government. 
But, sir, how shall a man from Mackinaw or the 
Yellowstone River respond to the sentiments of the 
people who live in New Hampshire? It is as great· 
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a mockery, - a greater mockery than to talk to these 
colonies about their virtual representation in the 
British Parliament. I have no hesitation in saying 
that the liberties of the colonies were safer in the 
custody of the British Parliament than they will be 
in any portion of this country, if all the powers of 
the States as well as of the general government are 
devolved on this House. • • • We did believe there 
were some parchment barriers, - no! what is worth 
all, the parchment barriers in the world, that there 
was in the powers of the States some counterpoise to 
the power of this body; but' if this bill passes, we 
can believe so no longer. • 

" There is one other power which may be exercised 
in case the power now contended for be conceded, to 
which I ask the attention of every gentleman who 
happens to stand in the same unfortunate predicament 
with myself, - of every man who has the misfortune 
to be and to have been born a slaveholder. H Con­
gress possess the power to do what is proposed by 
this bill, they may not only enact a sedition law,­
for there is precedent, - but they may emancipate 
tAJ6r]J slave in the United States, and with stronger 
color of reason than they c~n exercisll the power now 
contended for. And where will they find the power? 
They may follow the example of the gentlemen who 
have preceded me, and hook the power on to the first 
loop they find in the Constitution. They might take 
the preamUe, perhaps the war-inaking power; or 
they might take a greater sweep, and say, with some 
gentlemen, that it is not to be found in this or that' of 
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the granted powers, but results from all of them, 
which is not only a dangerous but the most dangerous 
doctrine. Is it not demonstrable that slave labor is 
the dearest in the world, and that the existence of a 
large body of slaves is a source of danger? Suppose 
we are at war with a foreign power, aud freedom 
should be offered them by Congress as an inducement 
to them to take a part in it; or suppose the country 
not at war, at every turn of this federal machine, at 
every successive census, that interest will find itself 
governed by another and increasing power, which is 
bound to it neither by any common tie of interest or 
feeling. And if ever the time shall arrive, as assur­
edly it has ar:rived elsewhere, and in all probability 
may arrive here, that a coalition> of knavery and fanat­
icism sball for any purpose be got up on this floor, 
I ask gentlemen who stand in the same predicament 
as I do to look well to what they are now doing, to 
tlte colossal power with which they are now arming 
this gooernment. The power to do what I allude to 
is, I ave,., more honestly inferable from the war­
making> power than the power we are now abrntt to 
e:urcise. Let them look forward to the time when 
such a question shall arise, and tremble with me at 
the tluYught that that question is to be decided by a 
majority of the votes of this House, of whom not one 
possesses the Blightest tic of cummon interest or of 
commonfeeling with w." 

On the whole, subject to the chance of over­
looking some less famous effort, this speech, with 
Its companions at this session, may be fairly 
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taken as Randolph's masterpiece, and warrants 
placing him in very high rank as a political 
leader. Grant that it is wicked and mischiev­
ous beyond all precedent even in his own mis­
chievous career; that its effect must be to create 
the dangers which it foretold, and to bring the 
slave power into the peril which it helped to 
create: grant that it was in flagrant contradic­
tion to his speeches on the Louisiana purchase, 
his 8t. Domingo vote, and his outcry for an 
embargo; that it was inspired by hatred of 
Clay; that it related to a scheme of internal 
improvement which Mr. Jefferson himself had 
invented, and upon which he had once looked 
as upon the Hower, the crown, the hope, and 
aspiration of his whole political system; that it 
was a deliberate, cold-blooded attempt to pervert 
the old and honorable prmcipleof states' rights 
into a mere tool for the protection of negro 
slavery, which Randolph professed to think the 
worst of all earthly misfortunes; that it assumed, 
with an arrogance beyond belief, the settled pur­
pose of the slave power to strain the Constitution 
in its own interests, and to block the govern­
ment at its own will, - grant all this and what­
ever more may be required, still this speech is 
wonderfully striking. It startles, not merely by 
its own brightness, although this is intense, but 
by the very darkness which it makes visible. 
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Not content with laying down his new political 
principle for the union of slaveholders behind 
the barrier of state sovereignty, Randolph re­
peatedly returned to it, as was his custom when 
trying to impress a fear on men's minds. His 
speeches on the tariff at this session of 1824, 
considered as a mere extension of the speech on 
internal improvements, are full of astonishingly 
clever touches. 

" We [of the South] are the eel that is being flayed, 
while the cookmaid pats ns on the head and cries, with 
the clown in King Lear, ' Down, wantons, down! ' " 
" If, nnder a power to regulate trade, you prevent ex­
portation; if, with the most approved spring lancets, 
you draw the last drop of blood from our veins; if, 
,ecundum amm, you draw the last shilling from our 
pockets, what are the checks of the Constitution to 
U8 ? A fig for the Constitntion! When the scor­
pion's sting is probing U8 to the quick, shall we stop 
to chop logic? Shall we get some learned and cun­
ning clerk to say whether the power to do this is to 
be found in the Constitution, and then, if he, from 
whatever motive, shall maintain the affirmative, shall 
we, like the animal whose fleece forms so material a 
portion of this bill, quietly lie down and he shorn?" 
" If, from the language I have used, any gentlemau 
shall believe I am not as much attached to this Union 
as anyone on this floor, he will labor uuder great 
mistake. But there is no magic in this word union. 
I value it as the means of preserving the liberty and 
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happiness of the people. Marriage itself is a good 
thing, but the marriages of Mezentius were not so 
esteemed. The marriage of Sinbad the Sailor with 
the corpse of his deceased wife was an 'Union; and 
just such an union will this be, if, by a bare majority 

. in both Houses, this bill shall become a law." 

This is very clever; keen, terse, vivacious; put 
in admirably simple and well-chosen English; 
and the discursions and digressions of the speaker 
were rather an advantage than a drawback in 
these running debates. Much of. Randolph's 
best wit was in parentheses; many of his boldest 
suggestions were scattered in short, occasional 
comments. On the question of taxing coarse 
woolens, such as negroes wear, he thrust a little 
speech into the debate that was like a dagger in 
the very bowels of the South: -

" It is notorious that the profits of slave labor have 
been for a long time on the decrease, and that on 
a fair average it scarcely reimburses the expense of 
the slave, including the helpless ones, whether from 
infancy or age. The words of Patrick Henry in the 
Convention of Virginia still ring in my ears: ' They 
may liberate every one of your slaves. The Congress 
possess the power, and will exercise it.' Now, sir, 
the first step towards this consummation 80 devoutly 
wished by many is to pass such laws as may yet still 
further diminish the pittance which their labor yields 
to their unfortunate masters, to produce such a state 
of things as will insul'e,ha. case the slave shall not 
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elope from his master, that hie master will run away 
from him. Sir, the blindness, as it appears to me,­
I hope gentlemen will pardon the expression, .....: with 
which a certain portion of this country - I allude 
particularly to the seaboard of South Carolina and 
Georgia - has lent its aid to increase the powers of 
the general government on points, to say the least, of 
doubtful construction, fills me with astonishment and 

. dismay. And I look forward almost without a ray 
of hope to the time which the next census, or that 
which succeeds it, will assuredly bring forth, when 
this work of destruction and devastation ie to com­
mence in the abused name of humanity and religion, 
and when the imploring eyes of some will be, as now, 
turned towards another body, in the vain hope that it 
may arrest the evil and stay the plague." 

On another occasion he is reported as saying 
of the people of the North, " We do not govern 
them Qyour black slaves, but by their own white 
slaves;" and a3"ain, with an amount of drastic 
effrontery which at that early day was peculiar 
to himself, " We know what we are doing. We 
of the South are united from the Ohio to Florida, 
and we can always unite; but you of the North 

. are beginning to divide, and you will divide. 
We have conquered you once, and we can and 
will conquer you again. Ay, sir, we will drive 
you to the wall, and when we have you there 
once more we mean to keep you there, and will 
nail you downlike base money." 
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What could be more effective than these 
alternate appeals to the pride and the terrors 
of a slave-owning oligarchy? Where among the 
most' venomous whispers of Iago can be found 
an appeal to jealousy more infernal than some 
of those which Randolph made to his souther~ 
colleagues in the Senate? 

" I know that there are gentlemen not only from the 
northern but from the southern States who think that 
this unhappy question - for such it is - of negro 
slavery, which the Constitution has vainly attempted 
to blink by not using the term, should never be brought 
into public notice, more especially into that of Con­
gress, and most· especially here. Sir, with every due 
respect for the. gentlemen who think so, I differ from 
them toto c(1Jlo. Sir, it is a. thing which cannot be 
hid; it is not a dry rot, which you can cover with the 
carpet until the house tumbles about your ears; you 
might as well try to hide a volcano in full eruption; 
it cannot be hid; it is a cancer in your face." 

After twisting this barb into the vitals of his 
slave-owning friends, he went on to say: -

"I do not put this question to you, sir; I know 
what your answer will be. I know what will be the' 
answer of every husband, son, and brother through­
out the southern States. I know that on this depends 
the honor of every matron and maiden, - of every 
matron, wife or widow, between the Ohio and the 
Gulf of Mexico. I know that upon it depends tht" 
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61e'. blood of the little ones which are lying in their 
cradles in happy ignorance of what is pas~ing around 
them; and not the white ones only, - for shall not 
we, too, kill?" 

No man kn~w better how'to play upon what 
he called the "chord which, when touched, even 
by the most delicate hand, vibrates to the heart 
of every man in our country." He jarred it till 
it ached. The southern people, far away from 
the scene of his extravagances, felt the hand so 
roughly striking their most sensitive nerve, and 
responded by the admiration that a tortured 
animal still shows for its master. They remem· 
bered his bold prophecies and startling warn· 
ings, his strong figures of speech, his homely 
and terse language. Many now learned to love 
him. His naturally irrepressible powers for 
mischief-making were never so admirably de­
veloped. He had at last got hold of a deep 
principle, and invented a far-reaching scheme of 
political action. 

Circumstances favored him. The presidential 
election of 1824 ended in the House of Re­
presentatives. Mr. Clay controlled the result; 
he preferred J. Q. Adams to General Jackson; 
he caused Mr. Adams's election, and then, like 
the man of honor and courage that he was, he 
stood by the President he had made. Those 
readers who care for the details of this affair 
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can find them in Mr. Parton's entertaining life 
of Andrew Jackson; here need only be said that 
Randolph saw his opportunity, and repeated 
against Clay and Adams the tactics he had used 
against Madison and Jefferson,' but which he 
now used with infinitely more reason and better 
prospects of success. Randolph's opposition to 
both the Adamses was legitimate; if he hated 
this " American house of Stuart," as he called 
it, he had good grounds for doing so; if he 
despised J. Q. Adams, and considered him as 
mean a man for a Yankee as Mr. Madison was 
fora Virginian, it was not for an instant ima­
gined or imaginable that either of the Yankee 
Presidents ever entertained any other feeling 
tban contempt for hlm; they had no possible 
intellectual relation with such a mind, but were 
fully prepared for his enmit!, expected it, and 
were in accord with Mr. Jefferson's opinion, in 
1806, that it would be unfortunate to be embar­
rassed with such a soi-disant friend. The war­
fare whicb Randolph at once declared agaiust 
the administration of J. Q. Adams was not only 
inevitable; it was, from many points of view, 
praiseworthy, for it cannot be expected that any 
one who has sympathy with Mr. Jefferson's 
theories of government in 1801, nnfashionable 
though they now are, will applaud the theories 
of J. Q. Adams in 1825. The two doctrines 
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were, in outward appearance, diametrically oppo­
site; and although that of Mr. Adams, in sound 
accord with the practice if not with the theories 
of Mr. Jefferson, seems to have won the day, and 
though th~ powers of the general government 
have beeD expanded beyond his utmost views, it 
is not the busine88 of a historian to deny that 
there was, and still is, great force in the opposite 
argument. 

Mr. Adams, however, stood somewhat too 
remote for serious injury, and his position was, 
at best, too weak to warrant much alarm on the 
part of Randolph and his friends. Not Adams, 
but Clay, divided the South and broke, by his 
immense popularity, the solid ranks of the slave­
holding, states' -rights demOcracy which Ran. 
dolph wished to organize. It was against Clay 
that the bitterest effusions of Randolph's gall 
were directed, and to crush the Kentuckian was 
the object of all his tactics. Mr. Clay was 
Secretary of State, and could not reply to the 
attacks made upon him in Congress, hut he 
retaliated as he best could, and 8U8tained a los­
ing fight with courage and credit. 

Meanwhile Randolph, soured by what he con. 
sidered the neglect of his State, had not shown 
that attention to his duties which is usually 
expected of members. He was late in attend­
ing Congress, made long absences, and even 
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declined to serve at all from 1811 to 1819. 
Suddenly, on December 11, 1825, he was elected ' 
to the Senate to fill a vacancy caused by the 
appointment of James Barbour as S!lcretary of 

. War to Mr. Adams. This election was a curi­
ous accident, for the true choice of the Virgiuian 
legislature was undoubtedly Henry St. George 
Tucker, Randolph's half-brother, and it was only 
his forbearance that gave Randolph a chance 
of success. The first vote stood: Tucker, 65; 
Randolph, 63; Giles, 58 ;.Floyd, 40. According 
to the rule of the House, Floyd was then dropped, 
and the second ballot stood: Tucker, 81; Ran­
dolph, 19; Giles, 60. At each ballot 226 votes 
were cast. Mr. Tucker had, however, instructed 
his friends in no event to allow his, name to come 
in direct competition with Randolph's, and ac­
cordingly when, on the third ballot, the contest 
was narrowed down to Tucker and Randolph, 
not only was the former name withdrawn, but 
42 members abstained from voting at all. Ran­
dolph got 104 votes, not even a majority of the 
legislature, although Mr. Tucker's determination 
to withdraw, not announced till after the votes 
were deposited, was well known, and made the 
choice inevitable. 

He took his seat immediately. Almost at the 
Bame moment President J. Q. Adams sent to the 
Senate nominations of two envoys to the pro-
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posed Congress of American nations at Panama. 
To this scheme· of a great American alliance 
.Mr. Clay was enthusiastically attached, but on 
its announcement every loose element of oppo­
sition in the Senate drew together into a new 
party, and Randolph once more found himself, 
as in 1800, hand in hand with that northern 
democracy which he ·had so many yeal's reviled. 
In the place of Aaron Burr, New York was now 
led by Martin Van Buren, whose gentle touch 
moulded into one shape elements as discordant 
as Andrew Jackson and John C. Calhoun, Na­
thaniel Macon aDd Thomas H: Benton, John 
Randolph, J"ames Buchanan, and William B. 
Giles. 

On'January 15, 1826, Mr. Van Buren began 
his campaign by moving to debate the Presi­
dent's confidential message in public. Ran­
dolph opposed the motion out of respect for 
the President. He went back to the old stage 
tricks of his opposition to Madis&n, He was 
again descending to comedy. The scene was 
arranged beforehand, and he affected respect 
only in order that he might give more energy 
to his vehemence of contempt. Mr. Clay defied 
Van Buren's attack, and Randolph then gave 
rein to all his bitterness. On February 27, 
1826, he wrote in delight at his success: -

.. As to Van Buren and myself, we have been a 
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little cooL • • • He has done our cause disservice 
by delay in the hope of getting first Gaillard, then 
TazewelL • • • I was for action, knowing that delay 
would only give time for the poison of patronage to 
do its office. • • • But if he has not, others have 
poured 'the leprous distilment into the porches of 
mine ears.' The V. P. [Calhoun] has actually made 
love to me; and myoid friend Mr. Macon reminds 
me daily of the old major who verily believed that I 
was a nonesuch of living men. In short, Friday's 
affair has been praised on all hands in a style that 
might have gorged the appetite of Cicero himself." 

Intoxicated by the sense of old power return­
ing to his grasp, Randolph now lashed on his 
own passions, until at length, in a speech which 
exhausted the unrivaled resources of his vocabu­
lary in abusing the President and Secretary, 
after attributing to them every form of political 
meanness, he said, " I was defeated, horse, foot, 
and dragoons, - cut up and clean broke down 
by the coalition of Blifil and Black George,­
by the combination, unheard of till then, of the 
Puritan with the blackleg." Not content with 
this, it is said that he went on to call Mr. Clay's 
progenitors to account for bringing into the 
world" this being, so brilliant yet so corrupt, 
which, like a rotten mackerel by moonlight, 
shined aud stunk." 

Not for this blackguard abuse, but for certain 
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insinuations against his truth, Mr. Clay called 
him out. Randolph had not meant to fight; 
his object was to break Clay's influence, not to 
kill him j his hatred was of the head, not of the 
heart j - but he could not refuse. Virginians 
would not have tolerated this course even in 
him. He had said to General Wilkinson in 
1807, .. I cannot descend to your level j" but· 
he could not repeat it to Henry Clay without 
losing caste. On April 8, 1826, they exchanged 
shots, and Clay's second bullet pierced the folds 
of the white flannel wrapper which Randolph, 
with his usual eccentricity, wore on the field. 
Randolph threw away his second fire, and there­
upon offered his hand, which Clay could not 
refuse to accept. 

As for the President, his only. revenge was 
one which went more directly to its a1m than 
Mr. Clay's bullet, and fairly repaid the allusion 
to Blifil and Black George borrowed from Lord 
Chatham. Mr. Adams applied. to Randc;>lph 
the lines in which Ovid drew the picture. of 
Envy:-

II Pallor in ore sedet; maciea in corpore toto; 
Peotora fella virent; lingna est suffusa veneno." 

His face is livid; gannt his. whole body; 
His breast is green with gall; his tongue drips poison. 

With equal justice he might have applied more 
of Ovid's verses:-
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"Videt ingratos, intabescitque videndo, 
Successus hominum; carpitque et carpitur una; 
Suppliciumque auum est." 

He sees with pain men's good fortune, 
Aud, pines in seeing; he taunts and is mocked at once ; 
And is his own torture. . 

Thus Randolph organized the South. Cal. 
houn himself learned his lesson from the 
speeches of this man, "who," said Mr. Vance 
of Ohio, in the House of Representatives, on 
January 29, 1828, "is entitled to more credit, 
if it is right that· this administration should go 
down, for his efficiency in effecting that object 
than any three men in this nation." "From 
the moment he took his seat in the other branch 
of. the legislature, he became the great rallying 
officer of the South." To array the whole slave:. 
holding" influence behind the banner of states' 
rights, and use centralization as the instrument 
of slavery; alternately to take the aggressive 
and th~ defensive, as circumstances should re­
qui~e, without seeming to quit the fortress of 
defense; to throw loaded dice at every cast, 
and call, "Heads I win, tails you lose," at every. 
toss, - this 'Was what Randolph aimed at, and 
what he actually accomplished 80 far as his 
means would allow. The administration of 
Adams, a Puritan and an old federalist, who 
bad the strongest love for American nationality, 
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was precisely the. influence needed to consoli­
date the slaveholding interest. Randolph con­
verted Calhoun; after this conversion Clay 
alone divided the slave power, and Clay was 
to be crushed by fair means or foul. The cam­
paign succeeded. Clay was crushed, and the 
slave power ruled supreme. 



CHAPTER XII 

"FACULTIES MISEMPLOYED" 

RANDOLPH certainly became more sagacious 
with age, but he did not improve in political 
sagacity alone. That his moral sense was lost 
may be true, for his mind had been dragged 
through one degradation after another, until its 
finer essence was destroyed; but in return it 
had gained from its very degradation a quality 
which at first it wanted. Randolph was a worse 
man than in his youth, but a better rhetorician. 
No longer heroic even in his own eyes, he could 
more coolly play the hero. His epigrammatic 
effects were occasionally very striking, especially 
on paper. He rose to what in a man of true 
character would have been gTeat elevation of 
tone in his retort on Mr. McLane of Delaware. 
That member had said with perfect justice that 
he would not take Randolph's head, if he were 
obliged to take his heart along with it. 

"How easy, sir, would it be for me to reverse the 
gentleman's proposition, and to retort upon him that 
I would not, in return, take that gentleman's heart, 
how~ver good it may be. if obliged to take such a 
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head into the bargain I But, sir, I do not think this, 
- I never thought it, - and therefore I cannot he so 
ungenerous &8 to say it ; for, Mr. Speaker, who made 
me a Bearcher of hearts? • • • And, sir, if I should 
ever be so unfortunate, through inadvertence or the 
heat of debate, &8 to fall into such an error [as that 
which Mr. McLane had made in his argument]. I 
8hould, 80 far from being offended, feel myself under 
obligation to any gentleman who would expose its fal­
lacy even by ridicule, - &8 fair a weapon as auy in 
the whole parliamentary armory. I shall not go so 
far &8 to maintain, with Lord Shaftesbury, that it is 
the unerring test of truth, whatever it may be of tem­
per; "but if it be proscribed as a weapon &8 unfair &8 

it confessedly is powerful, what shall we say, I put it, 
Bir, to you and to the House, to the poisoned arrow? 
to the tomahawk and the scalping-knife? W.ould the 
most unsparing use of ridicule justify a resort to these 
weapons ? Was this a reason that the gentleman 
should sit in judgment on my heart? yes, sir,_ my 
heart! - which the gentleman, whatever he may say 
in his heart, believes to be a frank heart, as I trust it 
is a brave heart! "Sir, I dismiss the gentleman to his 
8elf-complaeency, - let him go, - yes, sir, let him 
go and thank his God that he is not &8 this publi­
can I" 

This was the best of alI" Randolph's retorts, 
and remarkable for expression and temper. Un­
happily for its effect, it wanted an element 
which alone gives weight to such a style of 
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rhetoric. It was melodramatic, bu~ untrue •. 
One may imagine with what quiet amusement 
Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Madison, Mr. Monroe, Mr. 
Clay, not to speak of a score of smaller victims 
like Gideon Granger, the poor clerk Vanzandt, 
and many an old member, must have ~miled 
on reading this announcement that Randolph's 
frank, brave heart repudiated the use of the 
poisoned arrow, the tomahawk, and the scalping­
knife. He was happier, because tnier to himself, 
in the more brutal forms of personal attack, as 
in turning on Mr. Beecher of Ohio, who per­
sisted in breaking his long pauses by motions 
fo! the previous question: " Mr. Speaker, in the 
Netherlands a man of small capacity, with bits 
of wood and leather, will in a few moments con­
struct a toy that, with the pressure of the finger 
and the thumb, will cry;' Cuckoo! Cuckoo! ' 
With less of ingenuity and inferior materials the 
people of Ohio have made a toy that will, with­
out much pressure, cry, 'Previous question, Mr. 
Speaker I Previous question, Mr. Speaker I ' " 
This must have been very effective as spoken 
with his shrill voice, and accented by his poipt­
ing finger, but it Il}.ay be doubted whether Ran. 
dolph ever produced much serious effect in the 
elevated style. His most famous bit of self. 
exaltation was in the speech on retrenchment 
and reform in 1828 : -
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" I shall retire npon my resources; I will go back 
to the bosom. of my constituents, - to such con"stitu­
ents 8B man never had before, and never will have 
again; and I shall receive from them the only reward 
I ever looked for, but the highest that man can re­
ceive, -the universal expression of their approbation, 
of their thanks" I shall re8.d it in their beaming 
faces, I shall feel it in their gratulating hands. The 
very children will climb around my knees to welcome 
me. And shall I give up them and this? And for 
what? For the heartless amusements and vapid 
pleasures and tarnished honors of this abode of splen­
did misery, of shabby splendor; for a clerkship in the 
war office, or a foreign mission, to dance attendance 
abroad instead of' at home, or even for a department 
itself? .. 

If the criticism already made be just, that the 
reply to McLane was melodramatic but untrue, 
the same criticism applies with treble force to 
this famous appeal to his constituents. Without 
inquiring too deeply what the children in Char­
lotte County would have said to a suggestion of 
climbing Randolph's knee, or whether conflict­
ing emotions could not be read on the beaming . 
faces of his constituents, it is enough to add that 
there can be little doubt of Randolph's actual 
aberration of mind at this time. He talked quite 
wildly, and his acts 1ad no relation with his 
language. This patriot would accept no tawdry 
honors from a corrupt and corrupting national 
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government! He would not take a seat in the 
Cabinet, like Clay, to help trample on the rights 
of Virginia I He would not take a foreign mis­
sion, to pocket the people's money without equi­
valent I He owed everything to his constitu­
ents, and from them alone he would receive his 
reward I This speech was made in February, 
1828. In September, 1829, he was offered and 
accepted a special mission to Russia; he sailed 
in June, 1830; remained ten days at his post; 
then passed near a year in England; and, re­
turning home in October, 1831, drew $21,407 
from the government, with which he paid off 
his old British debt. This act of Roman virtue, 
worthy of the satire of J uvenal, still stands as 
the most flagrant bit of diplomatic jobbery in 
the annals of the United States govf:)rnment. 

Had Randolph, at this period of his life, shown 
any respect for his own dignity, or had he even 
respected the dignity of Congress, he would have 
been a very formidable man, but he sacrificed 
his influence to an irrational vanity. His best 
friends excused him on the ground that he was 
partially insane; his enemies declared that this 
insanity was due only to drink; and perhaps a 
charitable explanation will agree with his own 
belief that all his peculiarities had their source 
in an ungovernable temper, which he had in­
dulged until it led him to the verge of madness. 
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Be this as it may, certain it is that his Hashes of 
inspiration were obtained only at a painful cost 
of time and power. During these last years 
Randolph was like a jockey, thrown early out of 
the race, who rides on, with antics and gesticu­
lations, amid the jeers and wonder of the crowd, 
towards that winning-post which his old rivals 
have long since passed. He despised the gaping 
clowns who applauded him, even while he enjoyed 
amusing them. He despised himself, perhaps, 
more than all the rest. Not once or twice only, 
but day after day, and especially during his short 
senatorial term, he would take the floor, and, 
leaning or lolling against the railing which in 
the old senate chamber surrounded the outer 
row of desks, he would talk two or three hours 
at a time, with no perceptible reference to the 
business in hand, while Mr. Calhoun sat like a 
statue in the Vice-President's chair, until the 
s~nators one by one retired, leaving the Senate 
to adjourn without a quorum, a thing till then 
unknown to its courteous habits; and the gallery 
looked down with titters or open laughter at this 
exhibition of a half-insane, half-intoxicated man, 
talking a dreary monologue, broken at long inter­
vals by passages beautiful in their construction, 
direct' in their purpose, and not th.e less amus­
ing from their occasional virulence. These long 
speeches, if speeches they could be called, were 
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never reported. The· reporters broke down in 
attempting to cope with the rapid utterance, the 
discursiveness and interminable length~the innu­
merable .. Yes, sirs," and .. No, sirs," of these 
harangues. Mr. Niles printed in his Register 
for 1826 one specimen verbatim report, merely 
to show why no more was attempted. In the 

. same volume, Mr. Niles gave an account of a 
visit he made to the senate gallery on May 2, 
1826, when Randolph was talking. Lolling 
against the rail, stOpping occasionally to rest 
himself and think what next to talk about, 
he rambled on with careless ease in conversa­
tional tones, while the senate chamber was nearly 
empty, and the imperturbable Calhoun patiently 
listened from his throne. Mr. Niles did not 
know the subject of debate, but when he entered 
the gallery Randolph was' giving out a plan to 
make a bank: -

" Well, sir, we agree to make a bank. You sub­
scribe $10,000, you $10,000, and you $10,000 or 
$20,000; then we borrow some rags, or make up the 
capital out of' our own promissory notes. Next we 
buy an iron chest - for safety against fire and against 
thieves - but the latter was wholly unnecessary­
who would steal our paper, sir? All being ready, we 
issue bills - I wish I had one of them [hunting his 
pockets as though he expected to find one] - like the 
Owl Creek bank, or Washington and Warren, black 
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or rtld - I think, Bir, they begin with 'I promise to 
pay' - YeB, promise to pay, sir - promise to pay." 

He d'Vllt upon this making of a bank for 
about five minutes, and then said something 
concerning Unitarians in religion and politics, 
making a dash at the administration, and bring­
ing in Sir Robert Walpole. Then he spoke of 
the Bible, and expressed his disgust at what 
are called "fa~ily Bibles," though he thought 
DO family safe without a Bible - but not an 
American edition. Those published by the 
Stationers Company of London ought only or 
chiefly to have authority, except those ttom 
the presses of the Universities of Oxford.and 
Cambridge. He described these corporations 
briefly j they would be fined ,£10,000 sterling 
if they should leave the word not out of the 
seventh commandment, however convenient it 
might be to some or agreeable to others (looking 
directly at certain members, and half turning 
himself round to the ladies). He.never bought 
an American edition of any book; he had "no 
faith in their accuracy. He wished all his books 
to have Cadell's imprint, - Cadell, of the Strand, 
London. But people were liable to be cheated. 
He bought a copy of Aristotle's Ethics to pre­
sent to a lady - to a lady, sir, who could un­
derstand them - yes, sir - and lie found it full 
of errors, though it had Cadell's imprint-
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which he gave to be understood was a forgery. 
From the Bible he passed to Shakespeare, drub­
bing some one soundly for publishing Qo " family 
Shakespeare." He next jumped to the Amer­
ican "Protestan~ Episcopal Church," and dis­
.avowed all connection with it, declaring that he 
belonged to the Church of Old England; he had 
been baptized by a man regularly authorized by 
the bishop of London, who had laid his hands 
upon him (laying his own hands on the head 
of the gentleman next to :him), andite spoke 
warmly of the bishop and of the priest. Then 
he quoted from the service, "Them that," as 
bad .grammar. Suddenly he spoke about wine 
- it was often mentioned in the Bible, and he 
approved of drinking it - if in a gentlemanly 
way-at the table-not in the closet-not in 
the closet; but as to whiskey, he demanded 
that anyone should show him the word in the 
Bible - it was not there - no, sir, you can't 
find it in the whole book. Then he spoke of 
his land at Roanoke, saying that he held it by a 
royal grant. In a minute or two he was talking 
of the "men of Kent," saying that Kent had 
never been conquered by William the Norman, 
but had made terms with him. He spoke of a 
song on the men of Kent which he would give a 
thousand pounds to have written. All these 
subjects were discussed within the space of 
thirty-five . minutes. 
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These illustrations of the almost incredible 
capacity for attitudinizing which belonged to 
Randolph's Jater career do not affect the fact 
that he discovered and mapped out from begin­
ning to end a chart of the whole course on which 
the llJave power was to s:ul to its destruction. 
lie did no legislative work, sat on no commit­
tees, and was not remotely connected with any 
useful measure or idea; but he organized the 
slave power on strong and well~hosen ground; 
he taught it discipline, gave it popular cohesion, 
pointed out to it the fact that before it could 
hope for power it must break down Heflry Clay, 
and, having taught his followers what to do, 
helped them to do it. 

In this campaign, Randolph and his friends 
made but one strategical mistake, and it was one 
of which they were ·conscious. In order to .pull 
down Adams and Clay, they were forced to set 
up Andrew Jackson, a man whom they knew 
to be unmanageable, despotic in temper and 
military in discipllDe. Meanwhile, Randolph 
was defeated in his candidacy for reelection to 
the Senate. Virginia could not tolerate his 
extravagances, and sent John Tyler to take his 
place. Deeply wounded, he was still consoled 
by the devotion of his district, which immedi. 
ately returned him to his old seat in the House. 
Re was also a member of the constitutional 
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convention of Virginia in 1829, and of ~ourse 
took the conservative side on the great questions 
it was called to consider. Broken to pieces by 
disease, and in the last stages of consumption, 
when President J ac~son, amid the· jeers of 
the entire country, offered him the mission to 
Russia, he accepted it, in order to remain in 
England about eighteen months. Of this jour­
ney, as of, his other journeys, it is better to say 
as little as possible; they have no bearing on 
his political opinions or influence, and exhibit 
him otherwise in an unfavorable light. A warm 
admirer df everything English, nothing delighted 
him so much as attentions from English noble­
men. He was impressed by the atmosphere of 
a court, and plumped down on his knees before 
the Empress of Russia, who was greatly amused, 
as well she might be, at -his eccentric ideas of 
republican etiquette. Criticism infuriated him. 
"The barking of the curs against me in Con­
gress," he wrote from London on February 19, 
1831, " I utterly despise. I think I can see how 
some of them, if I were present, would tuck their 
tails between their hind legs, and slink-ay, 
and stink too I " 

On his return home, in· October, 1831, he 
hastened to Charlotte to make a speech in de.· 
fense of his conduct as minister; but the subject 
which chiefly occupied his thoughts was the 
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poverty, the dirt, the pride, and the degeneracy 
of Virginia, until he was roused to new life by 
the nullification excitement which his own doc­
trines, now represented by Mr. Calhoun, were 
stirring up in South Carolina and Georgia. 

Jackson's administration had displeased him 
from the start, but so long as he wore its livery 
his tongue had been tied. Now, however, when 
South Carolina raised the standard of resist­
ance, and refused obedience to an act of Con­
gress, Randolph was hot in his applause. He 
felt that the days of 1798 had returned. He 
wanted .to fight with her armies in ca~ of war. 
When the President's famous proclamation, 
"the ferocious and bloodthirsty proclamation 
of our Djezzar," appeared, he was beside him­
self with rage. "The apathy of our people is 
most alarming," he wrote. "If they do not 
rouse themselves to a sense of our condition and 
put down this wretched old man, the country 
is irretrievably ruined. The mercenary troops 
who have embarked for Charleston have not. 
disappointed me. They are working in their 
vocation, poor devils I I trust that no quarter 
will be given to them." Weak and dying as he 
was, he set out to rouse Virginia, and spoke 
in several counties against Jackson, as he had 
spoken against John Adams. Nullification, he 
said, was nonsense. He was no nullifier,. but he 
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would not desert those whose interests were iden­
tical with his own. One of the touches in these 
harangues is very characteristic of the taste and 
temper of this ami des noirs:-

"There is a meeting-house in this village, built 
by a respectable denomination. I never was in it, 
though, like myself, it is mouldering away. The pul­
pit of that meeting-house was polluted by permitting 
a black African to preach in it. If I had been there, 
I would have taken the uncircumcised dog by the 
throat, led him before a magistrate, and committed 
him to jail. I told the ladies, they, sweet souls, who 
dressed their beds with the whitest sheets and un­
corked for him their best wine, were not far from 
having negro children." 

He forced a set of states'-rights resolutions 
down the throat of his country, driving poor 
Captain 1Vatkins and the' other malcontents out 
of his presence. Nevertheless, the President's 
proclamation remained and the force bill stood 
on the statute book, - first-fruits of Randolph's 
attempt to maintain the slave power by a union 
of slaveholders behind the bulwark of states' 
rights; while the next was the elevation of 
Henry Clay to a position more powerful than 
ever,' as arbiter between the South and the 
North. 

Anxious to get back to England,. where he 
hoped, by aiJ of climate, to prolong his exist-
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ence, Randolph started again for Europe; but, 
seized by a last and fatal attack on his lungs, 
he died in Philadelphia, May 24, 1833. Of his 
deathbed, it is as well not to attempt a descrip­
tion. It was grotesque -like his life. During 
the few days of his last illness his mind was 
never quite itself, and there can be no pleasure 
or profit in describing the expiring irrational 
wanderings of a brain never too steady in its 
processes. His remains were taken to Virginia, 
and buried at Roanoke. His will was the sub­
ject of a contest in the courts, which produced a 
vast quantity of curious evidence in regard to 
his character, and at last a verdict from the 
jury that in the later years of his life he was 
not of sane mind. It is, perhaps, difficult to 
draw any precise line between eccentricity and 
insanity, but it is still more difficult to under­
stand how the jury could possibly have held the 
will of 1821, which emancipated his slaves, to 
be a saner document than that of 1832, which 
did not. 

The question of his sanity has greatly troubled 
his biographers. He himself called his "un­
prosperous life the fruit of an ungovernable 
temper." So far as his public speeches are con­
cerned, there is no apparent proof that he was 
less sane in 1831 than in 1806, except that he 
was weakened by age, exc~sses, and disease. 
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Nevertheless, it seems to be certain that, on 
several occasions, he was distinctly irrespon­
sible; his truest friends, the Tuckers, thought 
so, and the evidence supports them; but whether 
this condition of mind wa~ anything mm;e than 
the excitement due to over-indulgence of temper 
and appetite is a question for experts to decide. 
Neither sickness nor suffering, however, is an ex­
cuse for habitual want of self-restraint. Myri­
ads of other meD, have suffered as much without 
showing it in brutality. or bitterness, and he 
himself never in his candid moments pretended 
to defend his elTors: "Time misspent, and fac­
ulties misemployed, and senses jaded by labor 
or impaired by excess, cannot be recalled." 
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reduce army, 40, 41; censures 
Randolpb for complaining to Pre­
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debates Yazoo compromise, 105- Jackson, John G., supports Yazoo 
107, 109; rejects Randolph's re- bill against Randolph, 153; said 
.. Iutiona, 107; considers bill to by Randolph to be connected with 
preserve peace in barbora, 119; Burr'e scheme, 155. 
not induenced by Randolph'. ex- Jackson, William, edite .. PolitioaJ 
tram. Statee'-righte .... rtiona, Register," chargea Yrujo with 
124; d.bate. Yazoo claim, 126- bribery, 114; commente of Ran-
129; accueed of corruption by dolph on, 116. 
Randolph, 126; prevented from Jay treaty, opposition to, 26; Ran-
taking action, 129; under Ran- dolph's toast concerning, 25-
dolph's leadership, refuB88 to ap- Jefferson, Thomas, connected with 
propriate money for witu ..... of Randolpha, 4; hU IIight before 
defen.. in' Chaae impeachment, English raid, 6; author of Ken-
151, 152 ; receives meB88.ges of tucky Resolutions, 27, 34; his in-

. Jeff.rson on Weat Florida two- terpretation of State.' rights, i2, 
million ecbem., 163, 184; action 36 ; preferrad by RandOlph to 
delayed by Randolpb, 167; re- Burr,48; Randolph .... rte inde-
jecta Randolph'. report, 170; de-. pendence of,49, 51; elected, 50 i 
bate in, over the two-million ap.- organiles administration, 51; ap-
propriation, 170i debate in, over pointe Linn supervisor, 53; jeal-
resistanc. to England, 172-178; ouay of Randolph for, 63; cliff .... 
over two-million act, 181-182; ita ence between hi. manner of lead-
basine .. obstructed by Randolph, ing and Randolph's, 66; member 
183; rejacta Y uoo bill~ 184; COD- of triumvirate, 65, 57; considers 
troll.d by North.m D.mocrate in himself founder of a new polity, 
1807, 220 i embargo resolution in- 58; e:z.aggerated eatimateof among 
troduoed into by Randolph, 226; followers. 68; "bstter D.mocrat 
mann... of Randolph in, 262- than any New Englander, 68; Olt-

263; speeches of Randolph in, on tent of his reformat 69, 60 i un-
oIa.ery, 272-280; return of Ran- abl. to attack judiciary, 80, 82; 
dolph to, 299. shrinks from strong meaauree. 61 ; 

1ID"B.J.01DDINT, of Judge Pickering, 
80; of Judge Ch .... 81. 82. 95-
101. 130-162; politioaJ theory of. 
131-132; l.gal th.ory of, 133,134, 

angry at midnight appointments, 
62; hu aystem Iat.r d.stroyed by 
Marshall, 65; bls attitude toward 
U monarchical It Federalists, 66 i 
as monarchioaJ in P'8Ctice as 
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Adami, 88; Raadolph 0&IIed hill 
&001. 70; 08 reduotiDD or _,. 
ODd ... ..,.. 78; bto doabJe.r...ed 
_ on 'onigo atraIn, 16; 
__ '" BOII88 08 pur-0_ or Jiow OrJea".. 76; hill 
polio,. "'ward J'ronoe. 18; lUg­
pAl ImpMCbmBDt or Chuo. 81. 
86; u,,,,,,,",,,, war with J'nmoe in 
1803. 82; lack or .,..tom in cab­
inet, 82; BDDO,....... or GaJ1atin 
wltb.83 ; piDa popuIarit;r tbrongb 
Lout.iana purchaIe, M; on claim 
'" W""' Plorida, 86; IIOthorbed 
b,. COOgnlll '" oceup)' Weat 
Plorida, 86; hi118tatee'-rigbta th&­
or,. inoonaiateDt with LouIaI .... 
purchaee, frI, 88 i reoognlsea the 
_ and nrgee amendment'" Con-

Itltution, 89. 90 i unable to COD­

't'moe IRlPportera, 89 i 8uthOrl&ed 
'" govern Lout.iana temporariJ,.. 
82. 1lII; e"f8d.. ..aponaIblllt;r in 
ImpMCbment or Cbaae, 96, 117; 
obtalna from GeoTgto _08 or 
Weatem IBDcIa. 102; defted b;r 
Raadolph in Yeaoo matte •• 109; 
COII8Ide .. Randolph'. poeitlO1l8 08 
........ or Congnae .. metaphJ81-
cal subtlety,tt 124; Irritation of 
Raadolph with. after Chaee im­
peachment. 163; aocneed by Ran­
dolph of "eaey credullty," 156i 
hill resolution '" .. tire .. gretted 
b;r Raadolph. 160; tbreatell8 ...... 
with Spain. 162; propoeae '" JIll­cit,. 8pain through _e. 162; 
Ul'angea plaD to AIlnonnoe war 
pollc;r openl,. aod aecn .. two mil-
11008 ...... t1,..I63, 164; _d. war 
and ..,ret m8llll8gelt, 164; ex­
plainl 0&88 '" Randolpb. 161; at­
tacked b;r Randolph in Bou ... 
116. 111; reaU,. reeponelble '0. 
two-mUllOD acheme, 182 i forced 
by Randolph' ... ..,It to 1'8l,. on 
Jiortbom Dem ..... ts, 183; drifta 
a •• y from early theoriea, 188; 
&I1IIoyed by 8m1th·. demomda, 
1l!8; ignOreI them ... d appolnta 

Plnlme,. mInIaIer to EnglBDd. 
190; blttar agoIDat Randolph. 193; 
accused of w ......... b,. Randolph. 
11l11; tri .. '" win Ilonroe to 1Up­
port of MadIaon. 1117 ; _d. peace­
ful meaaage to Cou.gre88, 204 i J'&o 
_ to oend 1II0D1'08·. treat;r to 
Senate, 210; denOUDcea it, 211; 
hill maate.,. of politi .. deacribed 
b;r JiichoJoon. 216-216; doea not 
convene Congreu after Cbeaa. 
peake affair, 220; 188uea procla­
mation excluding BritiBh men­
of-war from bubon, 220; gives 
JilchoJoon a judgOlhlp, 221; 880cIa 
embargo meaaage, 224; renew. 
.meede agalnot centnlizatlon in 
old age. 262. . 

Judiclar:r. DOt the IIDaI arblte. of 
CODBtItutlO8 in 8tatee'-righta the-0.,.. 36; lte pGIIOIIion b,. Ped­
oralUola at chock to RepnbliCID 
BUCC .... 60.61 ; inBbillt;r 0' Repub­
Uoana to amend, 62, 63; ita later 
e1rect on ConetItutlon, 64. 66; at­
tempt of Repnbllcoma to quen 
through Impoacbment, 81. 130; 
ita Independence .. cnred. 130 • 
131.151. 

Judictor;r Act. paaaed by Pederal­
ista, 6t; appointments under, 62; 
ita .. peal decided upon. 64;. de­
bate over ita repeal, 64, 67 ; reasons 
auigoed by Randolph. '67; .... 
pealed. 11. 

KmlTvcn, wanta war for eak8 of 
MiBBi8.ippi navigation, '16. 

Keotnck,. Resolutlone, drafted b,. 
Jefferaon, 'n i their character, 34, 
36. 

Ke,.. PhIlIp B .• in CbaIO impeaCh­
ment, 146. 

Lu'ODOB, JOD, commeDta~of Ban· 
dolph on hill election. 112. 

Lewis, William, advises Dalla8 in 
Pri .. trial, 100; din .. with Mo­
reau,267. 

Linooin. Lori. attorn.,. -general, 
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atTIIIIge8 compromise with y....,., 
claimants, 103. 

LinD, James, his vote seeuree New 
Jeroey for Jelfel'llOll in 1800, 52; 
appointed aupervisor, Randolph'. 
comment, 52, 63. 

Livingston, Edward, Democratic 
leader in Honse, 40-

Livingston, RobeR B., on claim to 
WeeI; Florida nnder Louisiana 
treaty,85. 

Lloyd, Jameo, an .. old ltepubli­
can." 217, 232. 

Logan, George, introdncea bill to 
prohibit trade with St. Domingo, 
186; bia bill • part of two-million 
acheme, 186. 

Louisiana, ceded by Spain to France, 
74; ite purchase by Monroe, 83 ; 
aale protested againat by Spain, 
84, 114; debate Oftl', in Bouse, 
85; queetion of constitutionality 
of ita p~ 87-92; irritation 
in, caused by Claiborne, 115, 117-
118-

Lyon, lIIattbew, bia light with Gri&­
wold, 106; supports Y uoo com­
promise againat Randolph, 107; 
'comment. of Randolph on bia po­
.ition regardiDg Louisiana, 117. 

MoKKd, TIroIUB, bia iD1Iuence in 
Pennsylvania, 213. 

McKnight, James, inaulte Randolph, 
41,42-

McLane, Lonis, insult. Randolph, 
290; Randolph'. reply to, 200-
291. 

Macon, Nathaniel, Democratic lead­
er in Honse, 40; with Randol;>h 
at theatre, -41; chosen .peaker, 
his character, 54; admires Ran­
dolph, 64; appointe Randolph 
chairman of Waya and Means 
Committee, 64; influential posi­
tion in 1801, 67 ; di .. uadea Nichol­
son from impeaching Ch .... 32; 
.... elected 'llpeaker, 84; oppoeaa 
bridging of Potomac by Cougreaa 
as nnoonatitutional, 124 ; Ran-

dolph'. opinion of, 157; ..... 1ected 
...... oppooition of Northam Dem­
ocrats, 164; elfect of Randolph'. 
revolt on, 188; continu .. apoaker 
in 1806, 203; letter to Nicholson on 
old Bepubli ...... 205 ; 1088B apeak­
ership, 220; abandona Randolph 
to anpport administration, 221; 
holda aloof from congreaaionai 
cau.cua to nominate Ifadiso:o, 228 i 
bewails Randolph'. folly in Honse, 
232,233; complaiDa of Randolph'. 
coldneaa, 250; IIl8D8ged by Van 
Buren, 236; praieea Randolph, 
286. 

Iladioon, James, organi&ea party to 
oppcee AliBD and Sedition ...... 
Z1; dTBfta V"uginia reaoluticma, 
Z1, 35; Ilia interpretatiOD of 
States' rights, 36; ahrinka from 
Yiolenoe, $1; member of triumvi­
rate, 65, 67; his leadership of 
HoU88 compared to Randolph'a, 
69 ; bia part in Ne .. Orleana p11l'­
cha88 debate, 76; OD Weat Florida 
claim, 85; considers Lonisiana 
treaty constitutional, 91; "'" 
ranges .. ttlement with y....,., 
claimants, 103; de1\ed by Ran-

. dolph in y....,., matter,l00; qu.... 
reia with Yrujo, 114; amuoed ali 
anger of Randolph after Chase 
impeachment, 150, 151; irritation 
of Randolph with, 163; becomea 
candidate for presidency, 160; 
opposed by Randolph in favor of 
Monroa, 160; quarrel with Yrujo, 
161; _dB Monroe to Madrid to 
dioavo .. Pinclmey, 161; anger of 
Randolph at, on account of p ..... 
poeed Florida transaction, 166; 
te\la Randolph of ntlC8llllity of 
paying Fraoce, 166; attacked bJ 
Randolph, 175, 177; bia enmina­
tion of .. British trade doctrine:· 
...ailed by Randolph in Honas, 
176, 178, 180; his two-million 
scheme diacoaoed by Randolph 
in open Honse, 181; bia def ...... 
181; Randolph'. jealousy of bia 
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1DlI ......... 182; aot ....u,. _­
Bible '01' t~ aclaeme.l82 i 
Jieldo to N...,..-'. demaDd to 
-.. 8c. lIomiDgO -.. 181; 
fol'C8Cl by Baudolpb' .... yolt to 
... Iy COl Northern DemooI'&l8, 188 ; 
RDDOyed by Smith'. demulCl., 189i 
'blob Randolph l1li oftlce-eeeker, 
190 ; oppooitioa to bia OIIIdidacy in 
Virginia, 195, 197; d.....nbed by 
II.uIdolpb u Ia&riguing, 198; _ 
p.-ribing opponent., 199; at­
tacked by Randolpb to Monroe, 
2100-202; receivea Mouroe'. treaty, 
210: bia 111 ..... in Virginia de­
ICribed by Randolpb to liIonroe, 
212; Dominated 'or Pleaident, 
22B: oft_ of _olpb to ....... 
Nortbera Dem.., .... aplnot, 231 ; 
"looted Pt-eoideot, 233: .. __ 

In nomlaating Robert Smltb ........ 
w,. of .tat., 233; bia cabinet a 
fail ....... 236 : oaIJed a Preaident tk 
jure by Baudolpb, 237; thousbt 
likely to .. bmit to the Smitba, 
238 i refuau GaUatiD'. reeigna­
&lOB IIIId diamiaae8 R. Smith, 240; 
ollen liIomoe Departmeot of 
S-. 240; ooi._ betw_ his 
GOIIduet Ia 1798 _ daring ...... 
of 1812, 251; d ... DOt return to 
.. old Ropublicao .. prineiplee, 252. 

1IarahalI, .101m, appointed cbief jwt­
tioe b,. Adamo, 62; bia power 
__ b,. II.uIdolph, 63; Ilot at-
tacked by .Iofteraoa. 63: bia later IDlIU8IIOI n ___ t Uld 

the Conetitotion, 66; decid .. 
apinet Georgia in _ of Fletcher 
•. Peck, 104; diacuaaiOll .. to 
equity of bia attitude, 108. 109 ; 
failure of _olph to lOOore ad­
'ftIltage oyer, 129; preaent at im­
poacbmeot of Cbeee, 141; begine 
bia importUlt decioi ..... 252. 

Martin, Luther, bia character, 140; 
......... 'orCbaae ill impeacbment 
_ , 140; hia .. gumont, 146-146 ; 
chargea II.uIdolph with miaquoto­
Ins Vilginia law. 100. 

Moryland. attempt of II.uIdolph to 
e&ir up apinat 1fadIacm. 231. 232-

IIuon, Geo ..... _ adoption of 
COIIItItutiun. 17. IS. 

_bUlett., holdo S_.· rights 
doctrine. 38, 90, 271; members of 
Consr- from. Oil good terms 
with Baudolph. 260. 

Meroer, Charlae Penton, comme:o.ta 
of II.uIdolpb Oil. 195. 213-

1iIiIIa. Elijah. deacrlbea _olpb·. 
_&rielli ... 260. 261. 

Hint, fuWe ellort o. II.uIdolph to 
aboliah. 80. 

Iliuilllippi Ilavigation. &topped in 
1802, 74 i desire lor, c&WJ88 Ten­
....... _ Xentucky to ad .... te 

war,76. 
lIIieaourI Compromiae, Randolph'. 

part Ia debatea over. 272-
Monroe. .lam ... eaid by Randolph 

to he .. plUlned _ed reaiatauce 
.. goveraor of Virginia in 1800. 
27. 28; bia _on to ...... ce "­
buy Ne .. Orlean.o, 62; bu,.. Lou­
iaiana, 83; on Weat Florida claim 
nndor treaty,66; praieed by Ran­
dolph Ia letter to Nicbolaon. 164; 
IDppolted by Randolph for PIeai­
dBDt against 1Iadiaou., 160 ; BeDt to 
Madrid b,. ldacIiacm. 161; ... bulfed 
by Spain. 161; returaa to Lon­
dOD. 162; forced b,. _olpb'. 
.... olt to re\y OIl Northera Dem ... 
erato. 188; attempt or Smitb to 
aupplUlt, 189; attempt o. Bau­
dolph to unite Vilginia in aopport 
of, 1M. 197; hie character, 196; 
receivea 8attering Ietta.. from 
Randolpb. 197-202; hia kindu ... 
to Randolph's nephew, 197 i bill 
treaty sent to ldacIiacm. 210; d ... 
DOunced by Je1Ier&OD. 21 t i letters 
01 Randolpb to, OIl treaty. 211. 
212-214; I.... statoo .. ....di­
date 'or preeid .... ,.. 212; letter 
of Nicboleon to, Oil JellenOD· • 
power. 214-216; recall ad _ 
b,. Randolpb _r Cbeaapea.ke 
aIIair, 223; rotorus to Amer;..., 
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'J9f1; visited by Randolph secretly, 
'J9f1 ; coqueta with .. old Repub­
licans," 228; proposed independ­
ent nomination of, 228; his reJa.. 
tiona with U old Republicaos," 
228; letters of Randolph to, on 
campaign, 229-230; Randolph'. 
motive in supporting, 230, 231; 
his appointment as secretary of 
state fo ........ by Randolph, 239 ; 
appointed by Madison, 240; his 
qu .. tionable condllCt toward Ran­
dolph, 240, 241; quarrel of Ran­
"-oIph with, 241-246; trie. to pre­
vent it, 242 j abandana his U old 
Republican" principles,245, 251, 
252, 266; his administration crit­
icised by Randolph, 266, 261; his 
Iieutenanta denounoad ...... pon­
Bible, 268. 

:Moreau, General lean Victor, din­
Der of Monroe for, 261. 

Morris, Gouvemeur, remark of 
Randolph on his oration OD Ham­
ilton, 112; and on his llatred of 
Democrats, 113. 

B.A.VT, ita use to defend CODlllL8l'C8 

. advocated by Randolph, 120; his 
inconsistenoy, 120, 121; Ran­
dolph'. comments OD Smith's 
adminiBtration of, 159, 209; ita n... deridad by Randolph, 1'79, 
224; popular after war of 1812, 
251. 

N .. bit, Sir 101m, rid .. ho ...... ...,.. 
with Randolph, 22. 

New England, disllked by Virgin­
ians, 19; oontraat with Virginia, 
58; ita opinion of Randolph'. an· 
ceatry, 253. 

New Orlean .. stoppage of right of 
. deposit at, 74; propoeal of Jaf­
ferBOD to buy, 75, 76; Claiborne'. 
career in, 116. 

New York, holdo doctrine of Stateo' 
right., 98; position of Clilltono 
In, 230-231; giv.. voteo for Clin­
ton in election of 1808, 233. 

Nlcholao, 101m, looder In HO\118 in 

1799, 40; I'8IIIBl"II:a of Randolph 
on,213. 

Nicholao, Wiloon Cary, lettere of 
Smith to, on two-million acheme, 
189; em feeblen... of Jefferson, 
206; oaid by Randolph to have In­
trigned for ...... in Co_, 211, 
214; manages Madison'. CIUlV8S8 

In Virginia, 228, 229-
Nicholson, Joseph H., Democratio 

loader In House, 40; with Ran­
dolph at theatre, 41; lettere of 
Randolph to, on electioD of 1800, 
48, 49; remonstrates with Ran­
dolph for not supporting Jeffe .... 
son over Burr, 49; letters of Ran .. 
dolph k>, on prospocta in 1800, 
51, 52; friendship with IIIaoon, 
57; chairman of committee to In­
quire into judiciary, 64; ill pro­
oaedInga concerning voting money 
to buy Ne.. Orleana, 75, 76; hiB 
ohare In impeaching Picll:ering, 
SO, 95; letter of Jefferson to, sug­
gesting Impeachment of Chaae, 
81; consnlta friends, 81; eli&­
snaded from action by :Macon, 82 ; 
unwilling to support Randolph In 
... fusing Louiaiaoa treaty papers, 

. S5; urge. Randolph to Impeach 
Chaoe, 95; on committee of in­
quiry Into (lhBBe'. conduct, 101; 
letter of Randolph to, on Hamil­
ton and Burr, 111-114; follo ... 
Randolph In objecting to propoool 
to improve Potomac, 124; eup­
porta Randolph In presenting 
Chase's impeachment, 140; intro. 
do ... amendment to Conetitotion 
to punieh senatore, 1150; lettere 
of Randolph k>, on politics, 1M-
158; on Wayo and :Meano Com­
mittee, 164; on committee to J'&o 

ceiTe Jefferson '8 Florida mea.gea, , 
164; remonstretee with Randolph 
for keeping committee waiting, 
167; nrgad by Randolph to op­
poae Jefferson's scheme, 169; 
effect of Randolph'. revolt on, 
188; letter of lIandolph to. ... 
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oppolltlon to Hadl_ 19t-196; 
_pta judgeoblp, 208, 221; let­
... 01 Baodolph &0, on ~ell ...... •• 
m..ge, JOt; letter of Kacoo to, 
00 the 8aII18, 200; peuimUtlc let. 
to .. of Randolph ... 207. 208; do­
ocriboa, .. .lotomoo, inlluouoo of 
~elf_ 214-216; lotMr of Ran­
dolph ... doooribIDg departure 
from WoohiDgtoD, 217-218; ad­
mig fall..... of Randolph. 222; 
oollo Randolph'. attentiOD .. 
Chotham·. Falkland IabmcI 
opooob, 222; ootoonded at Ran­
dolph'. oppooitlon to embargo, 
226; Baodolph·. roply ... 226; 
urpcI h7 Baodolph 10 mon Mary­
load .. aapport Clinton. 231 ; let­
... of .lot...". to. OD Baodolph·. 
foUy In Houao. 232, 238; letton 
of Randolph to. on otmggle In 
oohlnot. 236-240; melaacho17 let­
... of Baodolph &0, 247; Ran­
dolph'. oolda_ ... 2IiO; letterof 
Baodolph &0, oa 0IIIiJqJ of Alaton. 
263. 

l'IiJe1, H8I8ldah. gi .... verbatim .... 
port of • opoooh of Randolph. 
_298. 

Boo-importation, debated in Bonae, 
172; Baodolph·. attack on, 176; 
adYOOatod hy him In plaoo of om­
bargo.2'26. 

Jlorthem Democrat&, lIot devoted 
to Jelleraoa. 61; object to any 
tamporlng with CcmotItutiOD. 6S; -'Y of Baodolph to. in Y .... 
cue. 109, 110; 8I1d ill Chaae im­
peachmoat, 140. 16S; "Btain Jef­
fenoD and Hadioon agaIno& Ran­
dolph, 183; rellaDOB of Je:ff8J'80D, 
ldadilOD, and MODI'Oe upon, after 
Randolph'. _olt, 186; _pta 
of Randolph to ItIr UP. agaInat 
JIadiaou, 212-214, 228. 2SO; c0n­

trol C_ in 1807. 220; def­
IDitely .haodOD s-a' righta, 
252-

!fuUilicatiOD. Randolph'. attitude 
toward, 301. 302. 

OLD BepDbIIcaaa, DIme of Ran­
dolph'. factioDt 206; maintain 
original principlea of party. 207 ; 
their hopei of l'1lIIDing .lotouroo 
ogaInat .lolodiaoD mined by .lotouroo -'Y. 211; williDg to DDito witll 
Jlorthem Demoo,rato ogaInat Had­
iaoD, 212; bold aloof from caucus 
to IlDIIlinate Madiacm, 228 i hope 
.. regain inIIU8D08 with 80C088ioa 
of .lotouroo to DepartmeDt of Stato. 
240; &heir principl.. ahaodoued 
by Jrlouroo. 246; _rtod by 
.Je1!8J'IIOD,252. . 

Orden In Council, 224. 
0tI8, HarriOOD Gray. remarks of 

Bandolph OD his "illin_ to 
aupport Burr ogaInat Democrato. 
118. ' 

P£Jl' .... COli ...... propoaaJ of Ad­
....,. ODd Clay to aend eDVOYS to • 
284, 286; oppooitlon of Van BI1I8u 
and Randolph ... 286-287. 

P8DIl8Jlvania, II Old Republican n 
foelins iD. 231. 

Petition, right of. Bandolph's view 
of,40. 

PIckering. John, Impeachod by Ran­
dolph aDd Nicholaon, 80 i Bignifl~ 
0IDC8 of the _k, 80; voted 
"guUty .. charged," 132, 133 i 
uDwilUosu'" of admlnlotratioa 
aenaton to remove, 133. 

Pickering. TImothy. hlo _e 
'tie .. of Sta ... • rights, 87 ; his ..... 
tempt for Randolph. 141. 

Pincknay. Chorlea, broakl olf lOis 
tiona with Spanloh government., 
114 i tries to bring on war with 
SpaiD. 161; diaavowod by Modi­
lIOn, 161. 

PInkney. William. appointed mIn_ 
later .. Englaad, 190; Randolph'. 
oommenta 00, 198, 199; with )Ion­
roe, Degotiatee -'Y. 210; hi, 
rocall advocated by Randolph af. 
ter Cheoilpoake dair. 223. 

Pitt, William. attempt of Randolpla 
to imitate, 47. 
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Pocahontas, IIIIC8IItor of Baadolph, 
3,253. 

Powbatao, ... _ of Baadolph, 
253. 

Princeton College, &tudi .. of RaJ>. 
dolph at, 13. 

Purriance, -. bringa Mcmroe 
treaty to Washington, 21L 

Qmoa, Randolph aVOWll himself a 
member of, 180; their character, 
lSI; break up aa a party, 221. 

Quinc)" Jooiah, on good terms with 
Randolph, 260. 

Randolph, Edmuud, _),-geI>­

era!, atudieo of John Baadolph 
with,20. 

Randolph family, Ita origin ad 
standing in Vlrginia, 1-4. 

Randolph, HOIIJ')', reoei""" Iud 
from William Baadolpb, 1. 

Randolph, .101m, 8Dcestr)', 1-3 ; p ..... 
pert)', 2; birth, 3; 1RIrlOUUdinga, 
4, 6; his bo),hood, 6; ~olont 
tomper, 6; induonced b)' famil)' 
pride, 7, 8; paasion for laud, 8; 
his reading, 9, 10; hootilit)' to 
ChristiaDit)', 9, 13, 14; social 
training among Virginia aristo­
orao)', 11; • typical Virginian for 
good or e'lil, 12, 13; echooling,13 ; 
at Princeton 8Dd Columbia c0l­
lege .. 13; tomporary enthuaiasm 
for Hahometaniam, 14; paasion 
for contradicticm, 14; IIrst duel, 
16; UClUS8II _ to his step-
father, 16; 8Dd .......... his dili­
gence in work, 16; oppoBBd to 
Federal Conatituticm, 17, 18; ...... 
Waahington'. inauguraticm, 17, 
18; &I1gered at boing puahed 
aBide b)' John Adamo'. ooach­
maD, 19; goee to Pbiladelphia to 
stud)' law with Edmuud RaJ>. 
dolph, 20; his Ute th .... 20, 21; 
retome to Virgluia, 21; com­
plaiDa of the plundering of his 
88tate, 21; Ii ... with his brother 
at Biaarre, 21; vlaits Bryan in 

Georgia, 22, 23; his appearance 
deacribed, 22; ""Ploit in ho~ 
ncing, 22; becomes interested in 
Yaaoo fraud&, 23; retome, d .... 
preaaed b)' his brother'. death, 
24; obliged to snpport his brc>­
ther's family, 24; condemns Jay 
treat)', 26; oll ... inaulting toast 
to Waahington, 26; di4lcultiea in 
Randolph'. aristocratic prejl>­
diCBB and democratic theorlea, 
26, 26; his hatred of the Adamaea, 
26; .......... that Monroe prepared 
reaiatance in Virginia in 1800, 
27 ; ollen himaelf as ..... didate for 
Congreaa, 28; i'epli .. to HOIIJ')". 
speech against nullillcation, 30; 
.... rto StatOB'-rights priDciplee, 
30, 31; remarks of HOIIJ')' to, 31 ; 
_.. in 1atar Ufo apostle of 

States' righta, 32; dilfe.. from 
HOIIJ')' and Hadiaon in adTOcating 
force in their dofenee, 37; his 
theori .. not conlIDed thon to Vir­
ginia 8Dd South, 37, 38; elected 
to Congreaa, 39; his atrength and _BBI in his eelf_denoe, 
39. 
I .. C~, "..".".,. oj minor-

• Uy. Weloomed b)' Democrats in 
Howoe, 40; addreoaea House 
against petition from free II&­

groee, 40; advocatea reduction of 
_)' and donouuCBB mililaly, 40, 
41 ; hDBtled at theatre b)' mariDee, 
41; writea a pro_ to President 
Adama,41,ti;censnred~oom­
mittee of Hot188 fur 80 doing, 43; 
Yain _mpts to explain action, 
43; profits from uperi .. oe, 44; 
apeech on CODDectiCtlt ........ 
-44; depreaaed in spirita, 44, 45; 
his fondnB81 for 80Iemu heroica, 
45, 46; aims to imitate Pitt, 47 ; 
letter to Nicholaon on Jelferaon­
Burr election, 48; prefe1'8 Jof­
lenon, bm disaWWB aubjection. 
49, 60; his proapects of politi­
cal ad .... cement throngh ,Jelf .... 
aOD'8 snCOO8B, 50, Ill; letter to 
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"'---'&1; __ 

--.-.~ &2; _ ........ _"' ........ iii; ..-___ pead-

_ '" JIU'7. iii; ,...... '" ",.-.1iI. _ '-Mr. Bill iDlI .. 
... ___ 61; appoiDIIed 

-"'.~ ..... -~M; _-mef ... - .. ---~ _1iIi; biB_a1_1D &_IiIi; __ _ 

&_IiIi,IiG;"' __ 
....... __ .&6,81;_ 
_ __ '" Jadi<iM7. 81!, 61; 

- - ~ ..... jucIiciary. 61; __ "' .... __ 001 ___ 1'. .... ;--plde.­
'" priadpIeo ID 1'OpI1' .. Beyerd, 
61; ........... I'OJMOI of "udiciary 
Bill, 68, 89; __ ...... ,,_ 
.,.'.tooI.'iO;d ...... _ 
'" I'iDaaciel CommiUee, 71 ; triM 
"dimiDioIIdebete,llI;_ 
ID ~ 73; eIuorpd witb 
~ 11_ 0rI00D0 ...... 
__ "'-" &lie &_ 76; __ 
_ID"";"I& iII __ 

-.16, 1&; _ Federal­
_ rar-.....,..16-18; bia 

BUCOeaJf1I1 Jt.denJ:Iip. 78; hie ill­
_18_--,"19;_ 
_p ..... ibitioa '" _of __ 
__ '19, 80; _ ID ebo\iab 

JDiDC,80;_biIIlD_ 
_ ..... .-f ...... iall _ 

.... 80;_iIIim~ 
P'ickeriDc. 80; ,... IIIIIDIDflr a& 

JIiaanoe, 82; writeo .. GaJIatiD 
IaYOl'iDc WV, 82; criticiBee m. 
order ill --. 82; ..... ""'I ...... __ pill~M; 
_ ........ ill WaisiaDe ....... c-. 8&; __ LGai8iua 

-" _.""' Florida, 86; _ IIiIl PIRboririDg _ 

"' __ ty iIIW,,", 1'101-

ida, 86; ...-- _ bia 

_'~bta priDciploB ..... J.oo.. 
.... pareIaue, 81, 89 i later _ of _ IIaviag _ for 

~ of ..., DeW Stata, 89, 
_ &lie _taality '" 
-.... _1; ..... ergumeoS __ ......... 92;_.......-18 

""''''-''''82; ...... _ ..... __ "eIf ........ II> __ ..... 

nril1. 81; often impeacbmelDt; of c-. Ill, 96 ; _ &lie JeeI ... _ 

at _,...,h .... " 95; Iaeb caatioa 
18 -me __ bi1ity. 117; 

led by joeIMaJ' '" ",.-. 117; 
bia de_ II> brill(!' impeacbmelD' 
_&lle~II7"'; _ is 
_. _ '" 8mi1ie, S8, III; u­
pIeiae biB _ ... ill JI'riee .... 
100; ......... ..-... 101;_ d __ d-,-",_ 

pa'. IICtioa ia Yuoo cue, 1(6; 
...... 1Iia __ II> peI'BioS, 106; 
de8ee oppcmeata, 106; ... _ 
iD deIeyiDIJ JociaIati.... un; d .... 
BOIIDCII8 the Y MOO comprumiaa as 
........ pc, 100; ..... """"'8'8 ill .... 
................. _cmill tbia, 100; __ Ilia _ for a8Ice, 

110; -... '" bia embiSiaa, 110; 
_ for """ to Biane, 111; 
..... __ ... Barr', duel 

witb JIamil_, 11f,-1I4; apia­
_ '" Hamil-, 112; _ 

BarT .. _ daeli8&, 113, 114; ..... 
~".. II> GaJIatiD ..... nofaool to 
&elk politics ill _..... 115; 
wisbee • -'t'J', 117; GIl eituatiOll 
ill ~ 111. 118; ill Coo­_ ... __ to_ 

_ eomlll8ldal agreooi ..... 

119, 120; wi1Iing to haoe war 
with EDgIaad, 120; forgeta iDcoD­
llisteDey ill auger, 120. 121; growa 
_ ..... eapIi ..... 122; .... 

posee I'8IIli88ica of duties GIl 
_ far coIle!!eB .. .....,...,s.. 
tioDeI, 1ll2, 12iI; boIde &baS eo.... 
_ .... DO _ to bridge Sbe 

I'-, J2l; - iaJI ........ b;r 
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these extreme positions, 124; 
makes violent .peech against Y ... 
soo compromise, 125-128; accuses 
CongreBB of corruption, 126, 126; 
denounce. postmaster - general, 
126; on abandonment of princi­
ple. hy RepublicllllB, 127, 126; 
again succeeds in preventing b~ 
gialation, 129; his courage with­
out discretion, 129; appears bo­
fore Senate to impeach ChBBe, 
130; the highest moment of hi. 
life, 130; his theory of Impeach­
ment, 132; ohliged to &coopt le­
pi position and declare ChBBe 
crimioal, 133; includes a long list 
of alleged often888, 136; renders 
impeachment not political, hut I ... 
gal, 136, 137 ; introduces newarti­
cles of a merely technical charac­
ter, 137, 138; ada In alliauce with 
Giles, 139; his Incompetence to 
conduct a lepl attack, 139 ; over­
matched by Federalist counsel, 
140; not sympathioed with in 
Senate, 140, 141; hated by Nortb­
em Democrats and New England 
Federalists, 141; his opening 
epeech a failure, 142; his pero ..... 
tioD accuaea Chase of murder, 143, 
144; error of hia statement of 
fact, 144, 145; his closing ad­
dress, 146-149; breaks down, 147; 
ita vaguenesB and feeblenesa, 147, 
148; apologizes to Senate for his 
inoompetenoy, 148 i described by 
J. Q. Adams, 148, 149; hia com­
plete defeat, 149, 150; his jrrita­
tion, 150; otters amendment to 
Constitution aimed at judiciary, 
150; refuaea to allow Houae to ap­
propriate money for witness88 for 
defense, 151; quarrels with Sen­
ate, 152 ; sn1!ers great 1 ... of pre&­
tige, 153; irritated with Mediaon, 
153, 160; letten during recees to 
Nioholson, 154-158; remark. on 
Burr'. Western IChemea, 155, 
156 ; on horae-racing, 156; on 
ploto against Macon for apeaker, 

157; agreeablen ... of hi. letters, 
153; portrait by Stuart, 159; let­
tera to Gallatin on SUCceseiOD to 
JefterBOD, 159, 160; prefers Mon­
roe to Madison for President, 160; 
reappointed head of Ways and 
Meana Committee, 164; consid­
era Madison's scheme to buy Flol'­
ida from Spain through France • 
corrupt job, 165; disgusted at 
.Madison's avowed candidacy for 
presidency, 165, 166; inducea 
committee to oppose Madison's 
request for money, 166; told by 
Mediaon of situation, 166; telle 
Jelferson of his opposition to 
plan, 167; remonstrated with by 
Nicholson, 167 i receives from 
Gallatin a paper on purchase of 
Florida, 168; lead. committee to 
reject tw~million scheme and 
report in favor of war meaeurea, 
168, 169 ; letter to Nicholaon, 169 ; 
hia report rejected hy House, 170; 
flghto appropriation bitterly, 170; 
his furious attacks on his enemies, 
171; abandon. support of admin­
istration, 172, 
I" oppo.ritWr&. Attack. non·im­

portation reeolutions, 173 ; attacka 
Influence of Je1!erson and hia 
friends,174, 175; alienate. Galla­
tin, 175 i accusea administration 
of bribery, 176; attacksldadiaon'. 
ezamination of British doctrine 
of neutral trade, 116-178; main­
tains justice of England'. !,osi­
tion, 178; oppoaes any war, 'f19; 
advocates an embargo, 180 i effect 
of speeches on Houae, 180 ; avows 
himzelf no longer a Republican, 
180; again attacks Madison's tw~ 
million acheme, 181 ; uses privata 
knowledge, 181; really driven by 
jealousy of Madison, 182; and ha­
tred to Yaa .. compromiaeno, 182 ; 
unable to carry Honae with him 
against beth Jelferson and Madi­
son, 183; abandoned by hia fol­
lo .. eno, 133; obstructa h"sin_ 
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of HOIUIO, 188, 184; c1ef .. to au ... 
_ of 8paDlab DegOtIatI ...... 184; 
hi. 'fioleu08 and extravagance, 
J84, 186; oupporte bill to prohibit 
trade with Bt. Domingo, hie ..... 
_ 187; ....ruto of hie action ID 
thle _on, 188; hie breach with 
IIadiaoD lea .... 8mlth with more 
lDftoenoe, 189; not an hatriguer 
or oftlotHBeker, 190 i auggeated AI 

mln\ator to England, 191; hla 
GOIIlIIU!Dt., 191 ; returDI to BI.oarre 
a ruined otatumaa, 192; .... d ... 
cay of Vlrg\Dlaa u.-r, 192; hie 
GareeI' heuoefonrard, 192; rep,. 
_.. DO party or friends, J92, 
193; re1at1OD11 with Jetl'el'8Oll, 193; 
ocmaIdora ,yetleNOD .. weakly 
abaadODlDg prlnclpl .. , 193 ; hoPeI 
to rehabilitate hlmaelf through 
..... d1dacy of Moo... lor preai­
denC)', lilt; lettera to NicholaoD 
on hla a'"' unpopularity aod on 
Virginia mcmnneat for Monroe, 
1~196; lettera to Monroe urging 
him to oontelt preeidODC)' with 
MadisoD, 197-202; queries .. to 
Randolph'. motlv .. ID attacking 
Madison, 202, 208; write. "De­
alua" lettera. 203; returns in 
oaImer mood to WMhingtoo, 203 ; 
conaidere Jefteraon'. peace ma. 
_ a peNODai triumph, 204; ""­
peete overtureo from admiDIatra. 
tloa, 006; diogoeted with failure 
of democracy, ?til; bitter letter 
on leade .. of RepubJicao party, 
108,209; bittern ... toward North­
ero Democrata, 209; opposea bill 
prohibiting _ a1eve trade, 
209, 210; wanla Monroe of failure 
of hie treaty, 211; reedy to unite 
with Northern Democrato to heat 
MedIaon, 212; letter to Moaroe 
oa IDtrigaeo 01 Medleon'elrienda, 
212-214; deocrlbeo bla departure 
from WaahingtoD,217, 218; serves 
oa grand jury against Burr, 218 ; 
hie oontempt for WilkiolOD, 218, 
219; d8llCribeo result of Burr'. 

IDqneot to Nlcholacm, 219; de­
plor.. prevalanoe of lI'ederaliot 
dogmas, 220; on Oheoapeake af­
fair, 220 i defeats V&IlHIldt for 
eJerk of H01l88, 221 ~ loaea sup'" 
port of Macon, 221; I.... Iaot 
remnant of a following, 221, 222 ; 
acmdeums feebleneu of admini. 
tretion ID O_peake _, 223; 
repe&ta his condelDllatiioDB in Con .. 
grel8, and advocates IDvasiOD of 
Oanada, 223, 224; introduce ....... 
lutlon ID favor of embargo, 225; 
votes against embargo bill, 225; 
uplalna hie .......... 225,· 225; 
.... Monroe by.tealtb BO .. not 
to cIamage him, 221; hie letter to 
Monroe, 221; hold. alonl Irnm 
congreaaional caucua to nominate 
MadisoD, 228; letters to MollrOlt 
inciting him against Madlaoo, 229, 
230 ; led, not by principle, but 
by dealre for revenge, 230, 231; 
nrgao Nicholaoo to otir up MarY­
land in favor of Olinton, 231, 232; 
10 ... _tip IDHou ... 232 ; decay 
of manners and of intelligence. 
234, 235; letter8 to Nicholson on 
growing oppoeltloo to _.00'. 
administration, ~240; thinks 
Gallatin ought to reeign, 237, 238; 
demuda uplanatlon Irnm Mon­
roe of hie reconciliation with Mad­
ison, 24:1, 242; refuaea to talk with 
Monroe'. me88eDger, 242; writes 
to Monroe levering connection, 
241-245; defeated lor Ooogre .. in 
1813, 246; eomplaiDB of 80me 
unknown trouble, 24:7; quarrels 
with brother'. widow. 248; and 
with his step-father, 248, 249; 
pained by death of lIephew, 249; 
mite mortification on friends, 250 i 
reiUected to Congreaa, 251; joins 
Jefferson in a.ttempt to revive 
Ii old Republicanism, It 252; bated 
by New Englanden,253; proudof 
Indian aoceotry, 253; hie political 
terroriBID,254; popular with COD­
otItuent., 254 ; hie ability to fiat-
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tar, 256; political methods, 256; 
renders OppOD8Dte ridiculous, 250, 
256 ; aasumea vindictiveness, 256 i 
legencla of his intolerance for 
me&llD888, 2B1; breaksdoWD Wat­
kins, 258; never push .. nolenoe 
too far, 258; moses to fight Wil­
kinson, 259 ; at his beat in society, 
259; friendly with Quincy, 260; 
appearance deecribed by Mi11a, 
260, 261 ; hi. brutality in Congress, 
262 ; canes Alston, 263; calls him-
801f an Ishmaelite, 263 ; his pride, 
264; attempts to U experience rea 
ligion," 2&1,266; criticisea Mon­
roe'. adminiatratiOD, 266; warrllt 
constituents against Calhoon's 
candidacy for President, 267; 
avoids open rup~ with ilion­
roe, 268; bates Clay, 268; SUi>" 
p ..... d by Clay &8 .peaker, 269 ; 
dilferenoe between hi. attitude in 
1806 .... d in 1826, 269, 270-
Statu' Rig,," Advocal& Pr&­

cursor of Calhoun, 270 ; condemns 
a1avery in the abstract, 271 ; 
speech on Internal improve­
ment&, 272-275; &888rta State 
aovereignty, 273; and poasibility 
of Congresa attacking a1avery, 
274, 276; this speech his master­
piece, 276; its ineonsistency with 
his past record, 276; aseerta 
Statea' righta in speech on tsri1f, 
271-278; introduoee danger to 
a1avery into debate, 278, 279; on 
goveruing the North by dividing 
it, 279; atira up South on a1avery 
question, 280, 281; bis enmity 
to Adams'. administration, 282; 
directs his particular attaeks 
againot Clay, 283; lax attendance 
in House, -283; elected senator 
through his half-brother'. gen .... 
OBity,284. 
In Uniled Statu Senah. At­

tacks Clay'. and Adamo'. propo­
sal to 88Dd delegates to Panama 
Congreaa, 285 i once more re­
ceives praise from Northern J>&. 

moorat&, 286; _t attack OIl 

Clay, 286; his dnel with Clay, 
287; Adams's remark upon, 287 ;. 
.uooeeds in organizing South 
againII\ Clay and Adams, 283; 
converts Calhoun, 289; a wone 
man, but better rhetoriCian, in old 
age, 290; his retort to IIIcLane, 
290-291; its cleverness and fal­
sity, 292; example of pel'BOnal jn­
vectiv~ 292; his famous appeal 
to his CODBtituent&, 293; an­
DO~cea purpose to accept DO fa­
vors from administration, 294; 
but goes on special miBBion to 
RIlIIIIia, 294 ; a flagrant diplomatic 
job, 294; sacri1icea inlIuenC8 to 
vanity, 294 ; accneed of insanity, 
294; his singular barangues in 
Senate, 295; deecription of his 
manner by Niles, 296-298; his ..... 
'rices in giving slave-power a pro-. 
gramme, 299 ; defeated for Senate, 
299. 
Rerum /0 HowtJ. Reelected, 

299; member of Virginia CODSti­
tutional Convention, 300 ; d ... 
lighted with English and RUBBian 
courts, 300 ; defencla his conroe ae 
minister, 300; on Virginiandegen­
eracy, 301; applaucla nullifteation 
in Sonth Carolina, 301 ; condemne 
lackson's proclamation, 301 ; seta 
out to J"OU88 Virginia egainot him, 
301; foreeacountytosdopt States' 
rights reaolutioD&, 302; starts for 
Europe, death, 303; queation of 
his sanity, 303, 304. 
ClIarael";'tiu. Alfectionate-

0888, 15, 159, 251; ambition, 97 t 
109, 110, 190, 252, 262; argumen­
tative ability, 142-144, 276; ari&­
tocratio ideals, 26, 300; arr0-

gance, 15, 55, 84, 106, 203, 256, 
257,262,279; audacity, 28, 52, 67, 
129, 139, 172; bombast, 42, 45; 
coaresness, 256, 300; eon1Idonee, 
11, 39, 142, 170; courage, 170, 
182; eccentricity, 183, 184, 192, 
222, 257, 264, 294, 303; educati"" 
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13, \lO; ...,u-. 118, 1111_; -­
__ ce. 183. 184; ftgbtiDg. 

awntoa to, 258, 269, 263; fIa&.. 
ler7. 261i; InmicaCloD, iM, 257. 
M; Innctml. 126, 126, 129. 171. 
174, 1711, 186, 2IIll ; irritability. 14, 
~ 1118-260; jeoIOWIJ. Ii3, 1Ir.l; 
loDe!, puaiOll for. 8, 16; meIan­
oboly. 44, 1111; orakIricol abil­
Ity. 80, 143. 141. 180. 264, 281. 
200-298. _298; penronal al>­
__ 166, 263; reading. 9. 
10, 13; religiOUll yj..... 9. 13, 
14. 26t; _ty. 234, 293, 294, 
803, Bot; IOOiaI ability. 251. 259-
281; .... 11, I ...... cd, 22. 166; tem­
_. 111, Ill, '13, 122, 161. 221. 294, 
308 ; YiDdlctI_ 266, 266, 
269. 

0piM0rN. Army. 40. 69; COD­

traI _t, 69.61.10; Con­
IltltutioD of tba United 8tateo, 18, 
eo, 91. 93, 122-1111. 261. 2'1~2'111, 
2'11; -y. 26, 69, 20'1; 
dougbfaoea, 2'19 ; eleotiOB of 1800. 
43, 49; eleo1iiOD oj 1808, 160. 194-
IJl2, 211-214, 22'1. 229-232; em­
bargo. 180. 22Ii, 226; BDgIaDd,82. 
Ill. 119. 113. 180. 220, 223, 2IlI; 
BDgIiah _Ioty. 300; J'ederaIist 
pany. 66, 11, 90; )"Iorida, 86; 
Gallatin'. rinlJ)o wltb Smitbs, 
~240; ImpeocbIDeDt, 133, 136 ; 
ioternal Impro't'ementl, 212, 273 i 
Joy keotJ. 25; judiciary, 63, 68; 
Louiaiana porcb..." 90, 91, 92; 
mint, til; 11&"'. 69, 120; Don..iJn­
putotiOD, 173-111; nulli1lcatlon. 
801; Panama C_ 286, 286; 
party Indopendence, 49, 63, 10; 
party _erobip, 16, 16; Repub­
licau pany, 110 12'1,128. 166,191. 
194-202, 219, iM, 261 ; &lavery, 21, 
40, 80,187, 2D9, 272-276, 278-281, 
302; SpaID, 116; Stateo' rigbts, 
80, 32, 69, 82, 92, 105. 2'1~2'15, 288, 
801; keotJ _,86; two-mil-
11 ... plaD, 166-110; .... powers of 
Coner-. 2'12, 2'l4; Yuoo gnmts, 
23, 106, 106, 109, W. 

Baadolph, Jolm, fatbar of .lobo 
Bandolpb, 3; death, 4. 

Bando1pb, Jolm, Attomey-GeneraJ, 
a IOyallot, 4-

Bandolpb, Sir Jolm, OOD of William 
Baadolph, 3-

Baadolpb, Peytoo, preeideD' oj 

Continental Coogreoe, 3-
Baadolph, Ricbard, oj Curlee, mar­

rieo J8118 Bolling, 3; biB pro­
perty,3. 

Randolpb. Ricbard, at college in 
1IIe.. York, 16; oa1la bia brother 
John ...,., 16; puobed aaide by 

• .101m Adams'. coachman, 19; mar-­
rieo and live. at Bizarre, 21; 
death, 23; biB rolotionl to biB 
brother, 24; Jeavea widow and 
ebildreD, 24; biB feud upheld by 
Jobn Randolpb. 24-

Baadolph, lin. Ricbard. oupporled 
after bUB_·. _ by John 
Bandolpb. 24; quarrela with him, 
2i8. 

Bandolpb, Bt. George, Bandolpb'a 
nephew, 197 t 249-

Raodolpb, Thomas Mama. dec1lnea 
reelection to CODgreee, 211. 

Baadolph, Tudor, bia death, 10ve 
oj Baadolpb for, 249. 

Baadolpb, William, oj Turkey I&­
bmd, native of Warwickshire, 1 j 
biB career in Virginia, 1. 2-

RepublicaD party. ita priociploa in 
1800, 33,34; leaden of, in Bouse, 
40; defeata Adema, 43; ita re­
form programme In 1801. 61. 51-
69; CODBidera JefterSOD .. great 
Jaw-giver, 68; 1ID&ble to attack 
judiciary, 60, 61, 63; contents 
itself .. ith repeal oj judiciary 
act, 64; ita pulicy to check do>­
bate in Bouse, 72; ita acoom­
pliabmeuta in 1802, 13; Ran­
dolpb'. leaderabip 01. 16-18; at­
tacks judiciary by impeachment, 
81; declloea to ameDd Couotitu­
twn lo juatify _ution 01 Lou­
Isiana, 89; accuoed by Baadolph 
of abendODiDg priDciplea in Yaooo 
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...... , 126-128; makes ita 188t 
aggressive move in Chase im­
peachment, 130; Chase's attack 
00, from the bench, 134, 136; 
divided by Randolph in struggle 
over two-million Bcheme, 170, 
183; ';';thdrawal of Randolph 
from, 180; discipline of, atrength~ 
aned by Randolph's secession,too; 
ita condition described by Rao­
dolph to Monroe, 197, 199-202; 
diacussion of ita real condition, 
202, 203; no longer npholde theo­
riss of 1800, 206, 207; ita aubse ..... 
vience to Jefferson, 215; factions 
in, during Madison'8 administJoa. 
tiOD, 236-240; its principles in 
1815, 251, 266. 

Bodney, C ...... A., defeats Bayard 
for Congreu, 84; ODe of Bouae 
managers of Chase'. impeach­
ment, 140; hie speech compli. 
mented by J. Q. Adamo, 149; 
eende Randolph an nnfriendly 
newspaper, 157. 

RoUe, John, 8Dceator of Randolph, 
3. 

ST. DoJllllGO, attacked by Napoleon, 
74; bill to prevent entrance or 
blacka from, 79, 80; atoppage or 
trade with, demanded by Napo­
leon, 186; voted by Congress, 
186-188. 

Scott, Sir Willi..... e!feet of his 
Admiralty decision of 1805, 162. 

Benate, ita functions in impeach­
ment discu ... d, 132-134, 138, 139; 
ita unfriendly reception of Chase's 
Impeachment, 140, 141; argu­
mente of ~dolph IIBd Martin 
before, 141-149; rejects articles 
or impeachment, 149, 150; consti­
tutional amendment aimed at by 
Nicholson, 150; diaagraes with 
House over payment of wiln ...... 
'152; Randolph elected to, 234; 
debate over Panama Congreas, 
285-287; Ran<iolph'. habits in, 
295-298. 

Shakeapeare, Randolph's liking for, 
10. 

Slaveholde .. ' advocate bill againn 
trade with St. Domingo, 187 ; -not 
at first edvocates of Statea'righta, 
270, 271; warned by Randolph or 
dangers to e1avery from central 
government, 272-276, 277; their 
manner of ruling the North d ... 
scribed by Randolph, 279 ; akiIlful 
appeale to, 280, 281; their grati­
tude to Randolph, 281; efforts or 
Randolph to unite by crnshing 
Clay'. inlIuence in 1824, 283-289; 
aervicea of Randolph.in organioing 
against Adamo, 289. 

SlaV"!J', opposed by Randolph in 
theory, 21, 271, 280; poaslbility 
or abolition of br Congreas ... 
serted by Randolph, 274, 277. 
278. 

8la_a, bill to prevent, from 
St. Domingo, 79; bill to prohibit, 
opposed by Randclph, 209. 

Slave-trade, interatate, danger or 
ita prohibition by Congreas aBo 

serted by Randolph, 272-
Sloan, Jamea, attacked by Ran­

dolph, 176; describes Randolph'. 
manner, 184; supports bill fol' 
prohibiting Bla ... - trade, 209; 
aneered at by Nicholeon, 215. 

Smilie, John, objecta to Cbaae'e .... 
ligument to Philadelphia circuit 
because of his conduct at Fries 
trial, 98; his remarka taken by 
Randolph as basis for Chase'. im­
peachment, 98, 99, 101; anpporta 
bill prohibiting alave-trade, 209. 

Smith, Iarael, indicted for treseou, 
219. 

Smith, John, his conneotion with 
Burr. 155; indicted for treseou, 
219. 

Smith, Robert, Randolph'. opinion 
of, 159, 208; _ta Randolph, 205; 
hi. incapacity described by Ran­
dolph, 209; appointed aecretory 
of state, 23S; bia dismisaal ex .. 
pected by Randolph, 239. 
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llmitb, .... aeI, DomoanII. Ieodor 
ID 8_40; __ hom KarJ-
-.188; _tooupplao& II ..... 
..,., 189; __ '" IUppoft 

of leIr ....... b,l\apdolpb· ..... ol&, 
189 ; IWo "0" of &wo-mIIIioD 
ecbeme, 188, 190; doea DO',.. 
1eD& appolD_ of PiDkDe,. 
190; oomplalDo of ... _ of 
.leftenoD" polley. U i repudi­
..... .. ~D tIaeoriee,n 106, 
1m; _olpb·. opIDIcm of bill 
1DeoaaIa&eDcJ. ~;..- ..... 
_ of GallaliD .. ...-eIuy of 
...... 238; _ to dri ... 

....... -I'1.lIII8. IIoot.b CuolIDa, _ ID _oed 
S_'-rigb," a&nIggle, t63; IAIJ>­
por1Iod bJ l\apdolpb III Darua­
&108_&,101. 

SpaiD, _ LoalaIua to ......... 

74; po," aD _ '" ricb& of de­
poai& ID II ... Orl_ 14; pro­
_ IpiDlI& "'--'. _oa of 

LooialaDo .. IDnlid. 84, 114; .... 
10&1 ... with brokaa 011 b, Plack· DO,. 114; __ liD yield '" 
1I_..,.,IQ;popdud~fM 

.... wltb. 162; pro~ '" buJ 
W,,", Plorida from, &brougb 
I'-, 162. 163, 1M. 166. 

8temfMd. Ricbard, eomospoadenoe 
of l\apdolpb with. 250; IDriled b, 
11- '" diDo, 261. 

1kaIoa' rip'" _olpb·. ad......., 
of.lIl-33, 81. sa; bia&oI'J of d .... 
&riDe of. 32; IIepobli .... doetriDa 
of. III 1800, 83, lit: upwDOd b, 
VlrgiDia ODd Xeotod<y _u­
"-84, 36; r........t bJmajority 
of people III 1800. sa; theol'1 of. 
_pa&iblo with LouW ... p ...... 
cbuo, 87. 88; ad-=aled bJ J'od.. 
erallata .. ben III oppoeitiOD, 90; 
abuId_ b, _olpb ID de. 
f_Iug LouiaIaDo poreb .... 90; 
.-.ted bJ RaDdolpb ID IWo 
y .... _uti ..... 106; III ...... _08 with Potomac ... Igatlon, 

1:M; cIamopI b, war of ~812, 

261. 262; .. _eat for. boguD 
bJ leIr........, 26'A, t63; ito coao_ 
tiOB with ela .. l'1. 270; _olpb 

"'. origiDator of 1&1 laIer uao '" 
dofeud ela08l'J aplDat tho llMab. 
272-278. 

Btitb. WilJiam, bistoriao, ClODD8CIed 
with _olpb famil,. 3. 

Stuart, Gilbert, bill portrait of Ran­
dolph, 169. 

Bum .... I....,... op_ Madiocm. 
231. 

T~.......,.C ......... Jh ... 
...,. .... oupporta SpaID ID W,,", 
I'Jorida cootroYeny, 161 i oft8lll 
liD ....... Well Plorida fM eo ... 
miIli ..... 163; told bJ NapoloOD 

'" Mder Uailed Btotoo '" .... p 
_. with II&. Domingo, 185, 166. 

Taylor, CreocJ, _pt '" run him 
.. aDdida&o IpiDlI& RaDdolph, 
196. 

Taylor, 101m, of CaroIlDo, ODe of 
"old IIepoblicoDo," 197, 214, 
23/l; appoo\od '" b, lIoll!OO '" 
p ...... & quanel with RaDdolpb. 
:M2, 243, 11M. 

Tuewell, LittletoD W., aD. ... old 
BepubliC8ll, n 197, 219, 235. 

ToImooooo, .... &I_wlth SpaID,16. 
Tbompoou, 101m, _ of C"", 

&luo' -no, bill atylo admired b, 
RaDdolpb, 111; 1&0 _tori&-
&I .... so, 45, 46; doa&b, 46-

TbmDpoOD, Philip 8.. oppoaitioD liD 
bill electioD ID V'aglDia, 196. 

Tbompooa, William; bombaatlo I"'­
..... '" l\apdolpb. 46-

Toussaint l'Ouoatore, _eel b;r 
NapolOOD,74-

Tracy, Uriah, his BaI'Ca8III, 14L 
Tacker, H8DI'J II&. George, with­

dn ... _ bio CllDlliclacy for ..... 
amrlD behalf of RaDdolpb, 284. 

Tacker, II&. George, marri .. Ran­
dolpb'a mother, 4; fliea before 
Amold'a raid, 6. 6; in Greene'. 
arm" 6; bill tlDdD ... '" Ran­
dolph. 6; lotten of l\apdolph "" 
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15, 16 ; quarrel of Randolph with, 
248, 249. 

Torreau, General -. notifies Had­
ioon that St. DomiDgo trade must 
atop, 186. 

Two-mi11ion scheme, 162-172, 181-
183, 189; ita connection with bill 
to prohibit trade with at. Do­
mingo, 186. 

Tyler, Comfort, indicted for _ 
eon,219_ . 

Tyler, Jolm, encceeds Randolph as 
esnator from Virginia, 299. 

V ~ BUIUDI, 1IIABTnr, leader of New 
York Democrats, 285; mOVeB to 
debate Adams'. Panama m_ 
in public, 285; IU'I'IUlg88 attack 
on administration with Randolph, 
285. 

Vance, Joesph, on Randolph'. __ 
'ricea in organDing South, 288. 

VOD N.... William P., connection 
with Burr'. duel, 113. 

Vanzandt, Nicholas B., defeated 
for clerk of Houee through 1lan-

o dolph'. influence, 221. 
Varnum, Joaeph B., supports bill 

for prohibiting slave-trade, 209; 
e1acted .peaker, 220; appointa 
Campbell to WaY" and Heana 
Committee, 221. 

Virginia, eociety in, 4; ita ruin in­
evitable after eeparation from 
England, II; JOnthfu1 education 
In, 6, 1; family pride in, 8; read­
Ing habits in, 9, 10; contradic­
tion. in, 11, 12; Randolpb typical 
of, 12; ita old life endangered by 
adoption of Coustitution, 18; p ..... 
peres for armed resiatance to Se­
dition Law, 27, 28; adopts faa 
mODS reeolutiona of 1798, 27. 35; 
protast of Henry againet, 29; p0-
litical opinions of ita leaden, 56 ; 
ita political ocbool wrecked by 
Randolpb '. quarrel witb Madieon 
and Jelferecn, 188; attempta of 
Randolpb to gain ita support for 
Monroe over Madieon, 194-202, 

211,212,228; carried byHadIeon, 
228, 233; Dot the leader in new . 
8tate&'-righta movement, 253; s0-

cial atmospbere of, 259; e1ecta 
Randolpb to Senate, 284; re­
places him by Tyler, 299; bolda 
Constitutional C8D~tion, 300; 
attempt of Randolpb to rouae, 
ageinat JackIOD in 1832, 301. 

WAIl power of Congresa, ita pollllible 
nee to emancipate B1aves urged by 
Randolpb,214, 216. 

Waahingtou, George, Randolph wit­
nesaea his inauguration, 17, 18; 
Randolpb'. inaolt\ng toaet to, 25 ; 
bege aid from Henry in 1799, 28-

Watkins, Captain, broken down by 
Randolpb, 258, 302. 

Wheaton, --, informa Randolph 
of Burr'. schemes, 166. 

Wilkinson, General James, c:onnec­
tion with Burr, 156; Randolpb'. 
contempt for, 218, 219, 222; re­
fuaeI of Randolpb to light, 259_ 

Wolcott, AI_der, his nomination 
rejected by Senate, 236. 

Y AmO land granta, made by Geo .. 
gja, revoked becaoaa of corrop. 
tion, 23, 102; speculation in, 
througbout eoUDtry, 102; di1Il­
cnlty as to title, 102; ceeaion of 
territory to United States, 103; 
compromiee witb pnrcbaaen pre>­
poeed by United Statea commi ... 
sionera, 103; attack of Randolph 
on the compromise, 105, 106; de­
bate in the Houee, 106-107, 109; 
discussion of merits of the reTO­
cation, IQ7-109; renewed debate 
upon, 124-129; eonaidered by 
Randolph Madison'. II original 
sin, It 182; bill rejected, 184; 
later paeeed, 252-

Yrujo, Marquis of Cae&, Spanish 
minister, quarrels with Madison. 
114; charged with attampta '" 
bribery, 114; oommenta of RaJ>. 
dolpb on, 116. 
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