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Foreword 

S
UCCESSFUL farming was once largely an individual matter. Good management of a farm was 
sulnfient. Success or failure was of the fanner's own making and, accordingly, he took that part 
of the world which fell outside his line fences for granted and bent all of his efforts to become 

an effective farm operator. 
That generation of Iowans that farmed prior to the World War did not experience any upheavals 

in prices. They were spared that kind of economic violence. Instead they saw prices generally rise 
slowly and graduaIly-a good omen to them as debtors. Farm costs, especially interest and taxes, bore 
definite and dependable relationship to farm income. The stability in the economic patterns external 
to the farm placed a premium upon the efficiency of the farmer, his skill, intelligence and initiative. 

But the dependability of these economic relationships which are external to the farm disappeared 
about 20 years ago. First came the extraordinary demand for food arising out of the War, high 
prices ·and boom. Then followed the long, painful aftermath of price and income maladjustments. 
There was the sharp depression in the early twenties. Business recovered but commercial ~griculture 
in the Middlewest only partiaIly so. Europe was too poor to buy from us except with borrowed funds 
and our tariffs were too high to permit Europe to earn the dollars needed to buy our farm products. 
Our farm markets abroad vanished. 

Then came the drastic dislocations in prices and income foIlowing 1930. Depression bred despair 
and whatever order was left in farm prices and· costs gave way to what was equivalent to economic 
chaos. Prices collapsed, credit stopped, and farm foreclosures became so widespread that consider
ably more than one-tenth of the farm land of Iowa became the property of corporations, mainly insur
ance companies. As a consequence, tenancy increased sharply. Farm land was exploited by more 
corn in the attempt to avoid bankruptcy. Farm capital deteriorated. 

In a word, the economic forces outside of the farm thwarted and turned to naught the best laid 
plans of many able, intelligent and efficient farmers. This experience of the last two decades con
vinced farmers and farm leaders that good farming is not sufficient. Big crops effectively produced 
are no assurance against foreclosure. 

The purpose of this Basebook is to make available to farmers as well as to students of agricultural 
affairs, economic facts and figures which pertain to the agriculture of Iowa. The statistics and analy
s~s which make up this book deal with and describe chiefly those economic forces which are outside 
of the province of any individual farm. 

The maladjustments that confront agriculture are indeed many. There is the whole issue of ten
ancy which has entered an acute stage. There is the misuse of our land resource, that rich inherit
ance given to us by nature. DIets have changed. People want less fats and many consumers abroad 
no longer buy our lard. Transportation by rail costs are sixty to seventy percent more than before 
the war thus forcing livestock and grains onto our roads. Farm debts are out of line with farm earn
ing. A property tax system is in force which has little relation to ability to pay. These are merely 
illustrative of what agriculture is facing. . 

Each of these issues is essentially complex and difficult of solution. The facts and figures of this 
book provide the handles and levers for taking hold and for understanding the realities that are in
volved. Moreover, any progress that is made in developing desirable farm policies and programs must 
be based on an intelligent analysis and interpretation of pertinent facts. It is in the hope that construc
tive farm policies may be formulated that this Basebook has been prepared. 

T. W. Schultz, Hea.d 
Rural Social Science and Economics Section. 

March, 1936. 



Agricultural EconoIriic Facts Basebook of Iowa 
By LAUREN K. SoTH* 

CHAPTER I. IOWA FARM INCOME 

T HE World War-and its af
termath-left the commer
cial world as torn and 

twisted as it left the forests and 
hillsides of northern France. The 
little nations set up by the .v er
sailles Treaty in central Europe 
hardly waited for their soldiers to 
get back across the frontiers be
fore they raised high tariff bar
riers to keep out foreign goods. 
In many of these countries factor
ies had been idle. throughout the 
war; in others farm production 
had practically ceased. To the 
east hulking Russia lay embroiled 
in the difficulties of a revolution
ary government while her people 
starved. In Germany the mark 
depreciated in value so fast that 
wheelbarrows displaced pocket
books. Even England was hav
ing monetary and labor troubles. 

What effect had all this on 
Iowa? 

To an increasing extent in the 
preceding SO years Iowa had be
come a commercial agriculture 
state. The days of the spinning 
wheel and the one-horse plow had 
passed with the building of the 
railroads, the growth of large 
American cities and expansion of 
industrial Europe. The farmer 
once depended on two trips to 
town a year to get some shoes, 
some tobacco, salt and sugar. But 
he now lived on a graded highway 
and drove his own car to town 
twice a week. Where the, price 
of wheat and hogs used to mean 
little to this farmer, since he sel
dom used money, now his whole 
business was dependent upon tp.e 
price situation. What the English 

housewife was abl~ and willing to 
pay for lard and bacon became of 
immense importance to this Iowa 
farmer. 

So the disruption caused by the 
war did have an effect on· Iowa. 
Encouraged to increase produc
tion, put more acres under the 
plow and raise more pigs during 
the war, Iowa farmers found 
their foreign market disappearing. 
And the excess productive capac
ity of their farms was building up 
a surplus of increasing size. In
comes. decreased compared with 
taxes, interest payments and other 
fixed obligations. 

It is with this picture in min<;l 
that the estimates on farm income 
for Iowa are presented. Estimates 
are not available farther back than 

1920, but the United States figures 
will give an inkling of what was 
happening in Iowa. 

Total farm income for the coun
try is estimated .at $6,238,000,000 
for 1914. In 1919 it was in the 
neighborhood of 17 billions. War 
time inflation of prices, together 
with the great increase in pro
duction, had resulted in nearly a 
tripling of the agricultural in
come of the country. 

In 1929, another key year, na
tional farm income was about 
$12,000,000,000. In 1932 it was 
$5,143,000,000, a little over 43 
percent of 1929 income. 

Figure 1 illustrates what has 
happened to Iowa gross farm in
come in the past 13 years. The 
depression of 1920 brought sharply 

IOWA GROSS F" ARM INCOME 

AGR. ECON. CHART NO. 8-228 IOWA STATE COLLEGE 

Fig. 1. After dropping off sharply in the depression of 1920, Iowa farm income 
climbed steadily until a peak was reached in 1929. The 3 years following were 
ones of greatly reduced incomes as a result of falling prices .. In 1933 and 1934 
higher prices for farm products brought higher incomes to Iowa farmers. Most 
of Iowa's farm income is from livestock and livestock products. 

Data in. taille 1. . 
*Thia basebook of economic fada was possible only beeause of the 

splendid cooperation given me by various agencies of the national 
and atate govern mente. as well 88 by maDY members of the Iowa 
S,ate Oollege stall. I am particularl,. ind.bted to Mr. L •• li. M. Oarl, 

~~~n!~~~l~~:l J!i!~~!ii::a ;uM~.e~h:;i!:8 D~Beeea; B~~ tl:.icft~:~ 

Mr. GI.n Li.ton, Mr. Harold Graham and Mr. Harold Lewis h.lped 
with the work ot gathering material from the maDY sources used, 
writing cut lines and narrative, reading proof, etc. Mr. Fred E. 
F.rgu.on and Mr. Oarl Hamilton of the Iowa Stat. 0011.11'. Bull.tiu 
Office gave invaluable advice and assistance on printing and make·up. 
The .tati.tical and .t.nographic stalls both of the Ext.n.ion Servi •• 
and the D.partment of Economics de •• rve much cr.dit for the book; 

. the,. uud.rw.nt constant ch.cking, .... h.cking, tn>lug and •• ·typing 
Oook. of the Iowa Weath.r and Orop Bur.au, and Dr. J. E. Brindle,., 
director of res.arch for the Iowa Stat. Board of A ••••• m.nt and 
Review. without a murmur. . 
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TABLE 1. IOWA FAlUI: VALUE, GROSS INOOMlIl* AND OASK INOOME* FROM FARM PRODUCTION, BY OOIDolODITIES 

(In 'I'housands of Dollars) 

~~~I~ ____ ~ _______ ~ _______ .1-19_2_6_+ __ _ 
Farm Gross Cash Farm Gross Cash Farm Gross Cash 

_________ ~~-I--- ~_ross_ in_co_m_e _____ val_u_e __ in_c_o_m_._ income value income _in_c_o_m_e_",_v_al_ue __ ~_in_c..:o_me~ll_inco:....:.:..me...:.. 

Cattl.andcalves ..••••••••••••.• 152,388 105,476 109,617 137,444 100,669 112,990 111,517 108,163 120,126 118,470 98,238 115,098 113,497 
Hogs ........................... 269,760 164,127 199,801 213,138 224,610 247,064 237,585 291,802 295,268 280,854 327,988 323,898 308,835 
Sheep.. ........................ 5,644 3,305 ~~ ~ . 4,569 ~ ~~~ ~~ 4,008 

Total meat animals .......... 427,792 272,908 312,330 354,130 329,980 364,62.1 353,616 405,676 420,335 404,203 431,926 443,066 426,340 

Milk ........................... 84,686 79,619 79,300 86,394 84,133 79,135 63,376 83,521 78,285 62,611 92,250 86,652 70,146 

~~~ ... ::::::::::::::::::::::: 32,899 21,177 24,135 27,466 36,160 34,520 26,840 42,849 40,822 32,061 44,051 42,142 34,308 
17,119 11,003 ~ 14,271 27,571 29,257 21,971 30,516 29,817 22,080 34,329 33,800 25,949 
I- ----------

Total dairy and poultry prod-
134,704 111,799 116,000 128,131 147,864 142,912 112,187 156,886 148,924 116,752 170,630 162,594 130,403 ucts ...................... 

Wool ........................... ........ ........ ........ ........ 1,822 1,822 1,822 1,983 1,983 1,983 1,850 1,850 1,850 
Hon.y .......................... ........ ........ ........ ........ 582 582 410 545 545 382 512 512 361 
B ... wu ........................ ........ ........ ........ ........ 9 9 9 10 10 10 11 11 11 
Horses •••.••.•.•..... , ••••.••... ........ ........ ........ ........ 4,550 2,057 2,057 4,180 1,045 1,045 4.324 1,147 1,147 
Mules .......................... ........ ........ ........ ,::.:.:.:.:.::. 1,296 648 648 1,120 358 358 872 229 229 

Total livestock and livestock 
products .................. 562,496 384,707 428,330 482,261 486,103 512,653 470,749 570,400 573,200 524,733 .610,125 609,409 560,341 

Corn ........................... 137,386 70,170 73,024 86,361 
Oats............................ 62,584 24,156 22,743 30,630 
Wheat.......................... 16,875 7,521 9,064 9,082 
Barley.......................... 2,699 895 746 784 
Rye ........................................................... . 

302,481 39,073 38,883 300,515 67,313 67,196 309,297 63,103 62,967 
108,200 38,952 38,952 82,913 24,874 24,874 70,512 18,333 18,333 

11,016 9,621 9,560 8,774 7,357 7,287 9,920 8,398 8,337 
2,909 1,105 1,105 3,-'06 1,262 1,262 4,741 1,564 1,564 

655 549 539 442 352 343 1453 324 316 

Total grains •.••••••••••••••• ~ 102,742 105,577 126,857 425,261 89,300 89,039 396,150 101,158 100,962 394,923 91,722 91,517 

~:::h~~~~:~~::::::: :::::::: :::::::: :::::::: :::::::: 
Soybeans ..................................................... .. 

713 418 418 1,558 1,246 1,246 741 370 370 
332 183 183 479 302 302 640 440 440 

3,397 3,289 3,289 2,544 2,436 2,436 2,610 2,522 2,522 
1,320 170 170 1,383 195 195 1,552 277 277 

Total seeds ................................................ .. 5,762 4,060 4,060 5,964 4,179 4,179 5,543 3,609 3,609 

Hay ........................................................... . 71,355 5,712 5,712 57,144 3,996 3,996 60.246 3,609 3,609 

~~Pf7H:· H:.:::: •••• ::::.:: 
3,444 3,323 2,118 3,480 3,376 2,158 4,200 4,032 2,744 

8 8 ........ 30 30 ........ 155 155 ........ 
72 70 16 76 75 24 82 78 24 

517 498 318 522 506 324 630 605 412 
373 361 193 241 234 115 303 297 122 
897 897 880 922 922 898 586 586 572 
341 341 329 350 350 333 223 223 2Jl 

-------I-
Total Fruits ................................................ . 5,652 5,498 3,854 5,621 5,493 3,852 6,179 5,976 4,087 

101 85 68 77 65 52 79 60 47 
193 180 180 233 213 213 357 334 334 
910 910 910 2,730 2,730 2,730 1,173 1,173 1,173 
134 ........ ........ 194 . ....... . ....... 302 ........ ........ 

6,876 5,723 3,073 7,687 6,171 592 9,354 7,778 1,478 
499 48i 466 791 777 753 615 603 583 

2,666 2,666 2,222 5,477 5,477 4,564 3,324 3,324 2,770 
396 297 178 454 340 204 508 382 229 

16 16 13 10 10 8 15 15 Jl 
3,371 3,371 978 3,597 3,597 1,043 3,498 3,498 1,014 

10,338 10,338 ........ 10,555 10,555 .. · .. s3i 9,952 9,952 .... ·s3i 532 532 532 532 532 532 532 
2,060 2,060 2,060 2,060 2,060 2,060 2,060 2,060 2,060 

.......... ........ ........ .......... ........ ........ ............. ......... ........ 
Total crops.... .. .. .. .. . .. ... . .............................. . 536,122 131,235 113,345 499,276 147,353 125,740 498,660 134,627 113,055 

----f---- ---
Total livestock and crops..... 782,040 487,449 533,907 609,118 1,022,225 643,888 584,094 1,069,676 720,553 650,"3 1,108,785 744,036 673,396 

• GI'088 ineome is toW Income receind from farm production. Cuh income ia gro08 income minus produ.ta uaed OD the farm. 

Souree: 1920·1923, Iowa Ap_ Exp. Bta., AII'. Econ. Bee", 19114-19 U, U. 8. D. A., Bureau of AgTieultura! Economics. 
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TABLE 1. IOWA FARll VALUE, GROSS INOOllE· AND OASH INOOME. FROM FARM PRODUOTION, BY OOMMODITIEB-Oon'inud 

(In Thousand. of Dol1an> 

1927 1928 1929 1930 ---------
Farm GI'OII8 Cash Farm GI'OII8 Cash Farm Gross Cash Farm Grosa Cash 
value iDcome iDcome value iDcome income value iDcome income value income income ---------

Cattle &lid cal ................. 99.749 120._ 118.603 116.435 105,192 102,722 120,812 115.651 113,386 111,497 109,840 107,931 
H_ ......................... 287,696 277,493 265,390 259,393 271,012 261,134 278,665 285,284 274,230 271,297 266,223 255,667 
Sheep ••••..••.•...•••••••...• 5,430 5,856 5,798 . 5,781 4,325 4,247 5,767 4,657 4,555 5,010 4,728 4,704 

--- ---------
Total meat animals ••••••.. 392,875 404,213 389,791 381,609 380,529 368,103 405,244 405,592 392,171 387,804 380,791 368,302 

MiUr. •••••.•.•.••••••••••.•••. 98,688 92,891 75,544 105,640 100,909 83,334 106,481 103,279 86,866 90.090 87,476 75,170 

~~kW::::::::::::::::::::: 37,387 35,721 28,493 45,657 43,834 35,827 46,395 44,212 36,090 40,410 38,868 31,029 
32,476 32,060 23,668 32,632 32,917 24,721 37,160 34,913 26,830 29,225 29,613 22,588 --- ---------

Total dairy and poultry 
.. oducta ................ 168,551 160,672 127,705 183,929 177,660 143,882 190,036 182;404 149,786 159,725 155,957 128,787 

Woo!. ........................ 1,769 1,769 1,769 2,503 2,503 2,503 2,055 2,055 2,055 1,528 1,528 1,528 
Honey .......... ............. 684 684 542 588 588 455 675 675 548 547 547 438 
Beet ........ .................. 16 16 16 15 IS 15 15 15 15 . "3;550' .. · .. is,· · .... iS4 Horsea ...................... . 4,750 1,244 1,244 4,378 1,296 1,296 4,594 930 930 
Mulal ........................ 756 540 540 828 436 436 821 583 583 623 222 222 ---------

Totalli~~kandli~~k 
producta •.••••••.•••.... 569,401 569,138 521.607 573,850 563,027 516,690 603,440 592,254 546,088 553,777 539,199 499,431 

Corn ......................... 321,198 50,690 50,530 353,311 82,962 82,816 309,512 60,481 60,342 200,403 33,406 33,307 
O'ta ......................... 86.414 19,875 19,875 83,215 24,133 24,133 82,039 21,330 21,330 67,631 14,879 14,879 
Wheat . .•••.•.....•••.•...•.. 10,213 8,382 8,320 8,897 7,501 7,450 8,641 6,924 6,870 6,386 4.019 3,967 
Barley ....................... 9,552 2,866 2,866 14,292 4,573 4,573 8,756 2,626 2,626 6,951 904 904 
Ry ........................... 550 415 407 638 516 507 598 494 485 367 213 208 ------

Total graina .............. 427,927 82,228 81,998 460,353 119,685 119,479 409,546 91,855 91,653 281,738 53,421 53,265 

Clover aeed--nd and alsm .•... 1,751 1,428 1,428 925 566 566 3,257 2,930 2,930 1,726 {,375 1,375 
Clover aeed, Iweet ............. 637 523 523 326 220 220 119 69 69 172 106 106 
Timothy oeed •...•..••...•••.. 1,613 1,560 1,560 734 675 675 953 902 902 2,477 2,381 2,381 
SOybeana •••••••...•••.•....•• 1,147 218 218 684 319 319 1,169 401 401 1,090 521 521 --- ---------

Totaloeed ................ 5,148 3,729 3,729 2,669 1,780 1,780 5,498 4,302 4,302 5,465 4,383 4,383 

Hay ......................... 66,093 5,284 5.284 59,474 3,570 3,570 63,901 4,474 4,474 40,122 3,121 3,121 --- ---------

Appl ......................... 2,804 2.748 1,607 3,343 3,226 2,030 3,350 '3,283 1,735 1,514 1,514 251 
Peach ........................ 127 127 ·· .. · .. is· 75 75 ...... i9· 82 82 .. · .. ·i7' 15 15 · .. · .. i.i Pearl . ....................... 62 60 56 55 70 68 86 86 
Plums, cherries and apricots .. .. 421 412 241 501 484 304 502 492 260 257 257 43 
Grapes ....................... 298 292 136 317 311 133 320 314 180 377 377 192 
Strawberries . ................. 1,128 1,128 1,106 594 594 576 961 961 939 1,314 1,314 1,132 
Small fruita ..•••••.•.••.••.•.. 429 429 414 226 226 219 365 365 350 471 471 362 ---------

Total fruita ............... 5,269 5,196 3,519 5,112 4,971 3,281 5,650 5,565 3,491 4,034 4,034 1,993 

Buckwheat .................... 158 137 125 70 58 46 95 81 66 43 33 21 
Flu oeed ..•••••.•.•...•.•..•. 454 432 432 376 363 363 333 292 292 398 374 374 
Popcorn ...••.••..••.•.•••.... 753 753 753 884 884 884 1,101 1,101 1,101 1,425 1,425 1,425 
Sweet sorghum forage .. ........ 413 '''6;070' '''i;3ii' 276 '·";'68' "'i;098' 197 

'''7;'37" '''em' 72 . "5;079' .... ·9ii Potatoes, white ....... ......... 7,503 5,905 8,637 6,174 
Potatoes, sweet ..... .... " ..... 421 412 396 587 577 561 551 499 481 450 419 403 
Truck crops ................... 2,354 2,354 1,962 2,863 2,863 2,386 3,283 3,283 2,736 3,861 3,861 3,608 
Sorghum sirup . ............... 161 121 73 414 248 145 448 269 179 230 138 92 
Maple sugar and sirup •......•• 12 12 10 12 . 12 10 13 13 10 ···';'ir "'i;7ir ... i;oi, Forest producta ............... 3,408 3.408 988 3,422 3,422 992 3,545 3,545 1,028 
Farm gardens . ................ 9,313 9,313 ......... 10,616 10,616 · .... 532' 9,988 9,988 ..· .. 532' 6,962 6,962 · .... 70i N unory products .............. 532 532 532 532 532 532 532 702 702 
Greenhouse prooucta .••.....••. 2,060 2,060 2,060 2,060 2,060 2,060 2,060 2,060 2,060 1,732 1,732 1,732 
EIIlIDU and spelt .............. ........... ......... ......... . .......... ......... . ........ 55. ......... . ...... --- ---------

Total crops ............... 531,979 122,041 103,173 555.625 156,109 138,187 515,378 135,296 114.180 357,877 88,398 73,054 

Total livestock ODdcroPS"'/I'10I'380 

--- ---------
691,179 624,780 1,129,475 719,136 654,877 1,118,818 727,550 660,268 911,654 627,597 572,485 

• Gro.. income I. total income received from farm production. Oash income is gross income minus producta used on the farm. 

Source: U. S. D. A., Bureau of Agricultural EconomicB. 
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TABLE 1. IOWA FARM VALUE, GROSS INCOME· AND CASH INCOME· FROM FARM PRODUCTION, BY COMMODITIE8-Con&innecl 

(In Thousands of Dollan) 

1931 1932! 1933 

Farm Gross Cash Farm Gross Cash Farm Gross Cash pay- Farm 
vaJue 

1934 (prdimiDary) '----' 

Gross Cash . ~t 
iocome ioceme ments 

--1'-_1'_1'_ ,-. f-------I , B.oelit 

value income income value income income value ~me income ments 
------.;'\r-~--I-·-------I-----I---;----II--+---I---+---

Caltlesndcal""" .............. 81.287 76,547 75,192 63,7271 59.837 58,624 61,505 53,465 52,275........ 74,082 86,720 85.444, ...... .. 
Hogs ........................ 185,OM 178,931 172.147 93.807 96,100 91.490 102.'522 102.384 97,282........ 83.257 112,151 106,089 45.254 
Sheep........................ 3.581 3.158 3.138 2,724 3.345 3.320 3,193 2.411 2.370. ....... 4.310 3.641 3.586 ...•.•.• 

----------- ----'------11----1---1---1---
Tolal meal animals........ 269.932 258.636 2SO.477 160.258 159.282 153.'34 167.220 158.260 151.927........ 161.649 202.512 195.119 45.254 

Milk ....................•.... 67.807 65.903 56.472 

~~~::::::::::::::::::::: 31.513 30.381 24.145 
25.821 26.366 20.916 

Total dairy and poultry 
produclJl ••••••.••...•.. 125.141 122.650 101.533 

Wool. . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . .. .. 1.030 I, 030 1.0.10 
Honey... ................... 234 234 150 

51.996 
22.736 
17.353 

92.085 

695 
294 

50.542 
21.864 
17.471 

89.877 

695 
294 

43.106 
16.944 
1l.463 

73.513 

695 
218 

54.427 52.905 45.012 ........ 62.312 60.506 51.832 ...... -... 
21.793 20.868 16.132 ........ 27.802 26.753 21.379 ........ 
15.697 15.201 11,715 ........ 17.985 19.524 15.182 ........ 

91.917 88.974 72.859 . ....... 108.099 106.783 88.393 . ....... 

1.630 1.630 1.630 ....... . 1.659 1.659 1.659 ..•••••• 

Beeswax ............................................ . 
Hones.................... ... 2.851 660 660 ""2;707 '''i;2il6 '''i;iil6 ·"j;.it5 "'i;ilji '''i;ilji :::::::: '''j;657 '''i;-iiil '''i;-iiil :::::::: 
Mules................ .... . .. . 352 75 75 256 88 88 248 184 184 ..•..•.. 281 48S 48S .••..••• 

I---~---I--- ---------1----+---11---1----11-----1----11---1--
Totalli"""tock and li_tocIt 

products ............... 399.540 383.285 353.925 256.295 251.442 229.154 264.660 2SO.080 227.632 .•••.... 275.345 312.849 287.066 45.254 

Corn ......................... 108.075 16.817 16.761 152.852 31.898 31.839 227.500 59.612 59.514 ........ 171.258 19.717 19.5SO 28.634 
Oats ......................... 36,047 5.407 5.407 28.525 5.420 5.420 41.641 6.662 6.662 ........ 28.788 1.551 1.551 ........ 
Wh~at ........... , ........... 2.928 1.786 1.720 1.653 993 925 3.356 2,376 2.226 431 2.786 1.299 1.127 504 
Barley ....................... 4.335 607 607 3.473 764 764 4.125 1.155 1.155 ........ 4.341 228 228 ........ 
Rye ......................... 203 101 99 154 45 43 270 76 71 271 41 35 ........ 

~ ---
I 276.892 Total grains .......••..... 151.588 24.718 24.594 186.657 39.120 38.991 69.881 69.628 431 207.444 22.836 22.491 29.138 

Clover seed-r<d and aI!oib ..... 487 253 253 413 307 307 869 652 652 ........ 276 52 52 ........ 

f!;.~~7::t:::::::::::: : 119 51 51 31 10 10 72 43 43 ........ 213 166 166 ......... 
1.386 1.347 1.347 688 657 657 682 622 622 ........ 372 165 165 . ....... 

371 140 140 455 136 136 1.436 658 658 ........ 2.500 1.00S 1.065 . ....... 
Total seeds ......•........ 2.363 1.791 1.791 1.587 1,110 1.110 3.059 1,975 1.975 ........ 3.361 1.448 1.448 ........ 

Hay ......................... 28.798 1.683 1.683 26.144 1.274 1.274 31.178 2.443 2.443 ........ 42.468 2.528 2.528 ......... 

Apples ................. I.S07 1.507 696 1.315 1.315 616 1.468 1.468 81.1 ........ 1.202 1.202 952 ........ 
Peaches .•..•......•.......... 101 101 31 68 68 ........ 11 11 2 ........ 58 58 25 ........ 
P ............................. 85 85 40 58 58 21 55 55 .10 ........ 67 67 30 ........ 
PIWllll, cherries and apricots .... 2S6 256 118 224 22~ 105 264 264 146 ........ 228 228 181 ........ 
Grapes ....................... 375 37S 215 230 230 127 232 232 132 ........ 202 202 134 ........ 
Strawberries .................. l1li0 880 765 773 773 687 542 542 456 ........ 282 282 237 ........ 
Small fruits ................... 314 314 245 272 272 220 198 198 146 ........ 103 103 76 .... · .... r---;;m f---------- --- - --- '2.m ---- ---Total fruits ............... 3.518 2.110 2.940 2.940 1.776 2.770 2.770 1.725 2.142 1,635 

Buckwheat................... II 7 1 18 13 6, 
Flu: seed..................... 221 208 208 142 129 129' 
Popcorn....... . . .. ... .. ...... 477 477 477 312 312 312 
S ..... t oorgbum forage. . . . . . . . .. 33 ........ ........ 32 ........ . ...... . 
Potatoes. white............... 2.888 2.295 158 3.175 2.617 1.016 
Potatoes. sweet. . . ....... ..... 291 272 262 219 200 193 
Truck crops.................. 3.291 3.291 3.076 1.033 1.033 965 
Sorgbum sirup................ 235 138 91 102 60 40 

44 29 19 ....... . 
295 269 269 ...... .. 
114 114 114 ...... .. 
55 ...................... .. 

5.355 4,339 804 ...... .. 
356 335 315 ....... . 

1.56Q 1.569 1.466 ....... . 
75 16 29 ....... . 

143 131 120 ....... . 
239 209 209 ....... . 
125 125 125 ....... . 
970 ....................... . 

4.075 3.238 668 ...... .. 
236 215 202 ....... . 

1.172 1,172 1,095 ....... . 
133 S2 51 .••••••• 

Maple augar and sirup. . .. • .. •• ........ ........ ........ .••.• , 
~ ...... t~ucts............... 4.~41 2,641 941 3.585' 'i;i6j .. · .. 94i '''i;7ilj "'2:286 .... ·869 :::::::: '''i:si6 ""2;i56 .. • .. 796 :::::::: 
srmgsr .ns................. 7.53 7,753........ 7.762 7.762........ 7.762 7.762 ........ ........ 4.470 4.470 ............... . 
~~ prod~.............. I 884 884 884 688 688 688 879........ . ....... • ....... 1.027 ...................... .. 

reo 0 .... p ucts........... .476 1.476 1.476 463 463 463 704 704 704 ........ 526 526 526 ...... .. 
Emmer and spdt ............. 35 ........ ........ 25 ........ ........ 30 . . .. . ... ........ ........ 40 ....................... . 

Totalcrops ............... 2ii8.2oJ 51.152 '37.752 234.854 59.9a4 47.904 334.840 ~ 80.360 -ru 272.087~ 31.894 29.138 

---- - ----. ----'-----1---1---·1---1·--

Totalli_tockandcrops ... 607.743 434.437 391.677 491,149 ,311.426 277.058 599.500 344.602 307.992 431 547.432 354.129 318.960 ".392 

• Gro .. ineome I. &ota1 income recei ... d from farm production. Cash income is groB. inrome minoa producIJI u ... d on larm. 
Source: U, S. D. A •• Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 
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SOURCES or IOWA FARM INCOME 

1~24 

I~'O 

Iiiiiiiii1 LivestocL £., 
I!!!!!!!!!IIJ Products 

"GR. ECON. CHART NO. 8-245 

Fig. 3. The chart at right shows 
the trend of income from the four 
leading farm products of Iowa. In
come from hogs rose rapidly during 
the first part of the last decade. but 
dropped rapidly during the depres
sion. Corn income fluctuated from 
year to year more than the others. 
Income from cattle and dairy prod
ucts was about constant until the 
depression. 

Data in table 1. 

1~27 

1"'3 

~ C.rops 
IOWA STATE COLLEGE 

, 

Fig. 2. The charts at left shdw 
the proportion of Iowa's farm in
come which is derived from different 
products and groups of productil. 
Livestock and livestock products 
have provided about 85 percent of 
the income during the period for 
which figures are available. Of this 
group, hogs are by far the most im
portant, since they alone are respon
sible for 40 per~ent of the income. 

Data in table 2. 
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PERCEN:r. U. 5. GROSS F'ARM INCOME WHICH IOWA SUPPLIES 

1~24 
AGR. tCON. CHART NO. 8-'22' 

Fig. 4. The charts above show the 
percentage of national farm income 
supplied by Iowa for the different years 

lower returns to farmers in 1921. 
Using the years 1924-29 as a base, 
an index number was made up 
from the income figures to show 
the changes more plainly. Income 
was 111 percent of the base period 
in 1920 as compared with only 
69 percent in 1921. This was a 
drop of nearly 40 percent. 

From this low point, income in
creased until 1925, and there was 
little change during the next 4 
years. The beginning of the de
pression in 1930 resulted in greatly 
reduced incomes until, at the bot
tom of the depression in 1933, 
Iowa got only 44 percent as 
much gross farm income as in 
the fairly normal years of 1924-29. 
With gross income cut into less 
than half, the money which Iowa 
farmers had left to live on and 
save from shrank much more. In 
fact, it became zero for the major
ity of farm families. Accordingly, 
far.m foreclosures occurred by the 
thousands. Many farm families 
dipped into past savings in order 
to pay operating expenses and buy 
their necessities. 

Sources of Iowa Farm Income 
Figure 2 shows the sources of 

Iowa's farm income. Livestock 
and livestock p~oducts furnish 
about four-fifths of it. In 1931 
they brought in 88 percent. Of 
this group, hogs are by far the 
most important, supplying on the 
average more than two-fifths of 
the total gross income. Cattle 
are next with around a sixth, 
while dairy products are not far 
behind. 

19Z.S 

given. Though Iowa usually contributes 
more than 6 percent of the total in
come from farming in the country, it 

1930 1932. 
IOWA STATE COLLEGE 

only has 3~ percent of the total land 
in farms. 

Data in table 4. 

TABLE 2. PROPORTION OF IOWA GROSS FARM INCOME CONTRIBUTED 
BY MAJOR PRODUOTS. 

1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934-----------------------
Percent Livestock and live-

stock products are of total •• 79.6 79.5 81.9 82.3 78.3 81.4 85.9 88.2 80.7 72.6 88.3 
Percent Crops are of total .••• 20.4 20.5 18.1 17.7 21.7 18.6 14.1 11.8 19.3 27.4 11.7 
Percent Hogs are of total. •••• 38.4 41.0 43.5 40.1 37.7 39.2 42.4 41.2 30.9 29.7 31.7 
Percent cattle is of total •••••. 17.5 16.7 15.5 17.5 14.6 15.9 17.5 17.6 19.2 15.5 24.5 
Percent sheep is of total •••••• .7 .7 .5 .8 .6 .6 .8 .7 1.1 .7 1.0 
Percent corn is of total ••••••• 6.1 9.3 8.5 7.3 11.5 8.3 5.3 3.9 10.2 17.3 5.6 
Percent oats is of total ..••••• 6.0 3.5 2.5 2.9 3.4 2.9 2.4 1.2 1.7 1.9 .4 
Percent wheat is of total .•••• 1.5 1.0 1.1 1.2 1.0 1.0 .6 .4 .3 .7 .4 
Percent barley is of total ••••• .2 .2 .2 .4 .6 .4 .1 .1 .2 .3 .1 
Percent bay is of total ...•••. .9 .6 .5 .8 .5 .6 .5 .4 .4 .7 .7 
Percent butter is of total .•••• 12.3 10.9 11.6 13.4 14.0 14.2 13.9 15.2 16.2 15.3 17.1 
Percent eggs is of total •..•••• 5.4 5.7 5.7 5.2 6.1 6.1 6.2 7.0 7.0 6.1 7.6 
Percent poultry is of total .•• 4.5 4.1 4.5 4.6 4.6 4.8 4.7 6.1 5.6 4.4 5.5 
Percent other products total .. 6.5 6.3 5.9 5.8 5.4 6.0 5.6 6.2 7.0 7.3 5.5 

* Prehmmary. 

Source: Derived from table 1. 

"~~~~PC2C£NT 
~!!1I~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~c:J~-4~~ [; fZJ 70 - "~." 

~IOO-It ..... 

_1~-15~" 

_I"O~ 

Fig. S. The map shown here indicates the relative gross farm income of the 
different Iowa counties. Ida County reported the largest gross income per farm 
of any county in 1930. Southern Iowa has the smallest gross income, as a section. 

Data in table S. 



The charts in figure 2 illustrate 
how Iowa farmers have been in
creasing their production of dairy 
products over the last decade. 
The loss of foreign markets for 

TABLE 8. INDEX mnmns 011' 
IOWA GROSS .. ARK INOOKE. 

(192'·29 = 100.) 

v_ Cr_ Liveotock Total 

1920 158.8 99.5 111.1 
1921 74.3 68.0 68.8 
1922 76.4 75.7 75.9 
192.1 91.7 85.3 86.6 
192. 94.9 90.7 91.5 
1925 106.6 101.4 102.' 
1926 97.' 107.1 105.7 
1927 11.3 100.6 91.2 
1921 112.9 99.6 102.2 
1929 97.1 lot.7 103.4 
1930 63.9 95.4 19.2 
19.11 37.0 67.1 61.7 
19.12 43.4 44.5 44.3 
1933 42.0 43.9 43.5 
19.14- 51.0 57.0 56.0 

* PrehmlDa~ eetimate. 
Source: Derived from table 1. 

PtRCtNT U. S. CASH rARM INCOME: 
GOING TO IOWA /l>1l1925:29) 

Zl.51" 

HOG!! CATTLe 

1a,41S 

"HttP (.02N 

OATS WHtAT 

" 

HAY MIL" II- &UTTEII. 

EGGS POULT2Y 
Ac.R (CON C;HAAT NO.I~al' IOWA nATE COLLEGE 

Fig. 6. These charts show the per
cent of national cash income Iowa 
supplied for each of the commodities 
over the period 1924 to 1929. 

Data in table 7. 
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GROSS FARM INCOME: AND. E:XPENDITURES FOR 
FERTILlZE:R i. FARM' IMPLEMENTS 
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Fig. 7. The fluctuations in farm income during the past 24 years have-been 
translated into fluctuations in purchases of fertilizer and farm implements. The 
above chart shows how closely purchases of these two commodities used in farm 
production have followed farm income. . 

Data in table 6. 

hog products has placed the corn
hog industry at an increasing dis
advantage to other farm products 
less dependent upon foreign buy
ers. The growing demand for 
dairy products operated in the 
same direction. As a result, Iowa 
has been slowly increasing her 
output of butter and other dairy 
products. 

Eggs and poultry are very im
portant sources of Iowa farm in
come. During the last decade they 
have contributed far more in
come to the state than corn sold 
as grain. Eggs have furnished 
between 5 and 7 percent during 
the last 10 years, while poultry 
has brought in slightly less. 

The most important of Iowa's 

TABLE ,. OASH INOOKE AND GROSS INOOME, IOWA AND UNITED STATES.* 

Cash Income Gross Income 
(milJion doDars) (milJion doDars) 

Year 
United States Iowa Percent United States Iowa Pen:ent 

1909 6.238 
1910 6,643 
1911 6,372 
1912 6.784 
1913 6.975 
1914 7.028 
1915 7,395 
1916 8,914 
1917 12,8.12 
1918 15,101 
1919 16,935 
1920 13,566 783** 5.77 
1921 8,927 487** 5.46 
1922 9,944 534** 5.37 
1923 11,041 609** 5.51 
1924 9,708 584 6.02 11,337 644 5.68 
1925 10,160 650 6.40 11,961 721 6.02 
1926 9,726 673 6.92 11,480 744 6.48 
1927 9,954 625 6.28 11.616 691 5.95 
1928 10,055 655 6.51 11,741 719 6.12 
1929 10,205 660 6.47 11,918 727 6.10 
1930 7,988 572 7.17 9,414 628 6.67 
19.11 5,795 392 6.76 6,911 434 6.28 
1932 4.366 277 6.35 5,143 311 6.05 
1933 5,402 308 5.70 6,39.1 345 5.40 
19.14' 6,261 393 6.28 7,289 429 5.89 

1. Prebminary. 
1933 and 1934 figure. include benellt payment. and governmeut purcha.e •• 

Source: * Bureau of Agricultural Economics, U. S. D. A.· 
** Iowa Agricultural Experiment Station, Agricultural Economics Section, Oircular 

104. 
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crops is, of course, corn. The im
portance of Iowa's corn is not 
shown by the charts in figure 2, 
for corn is the backbone of the 
gigantic livestock industries of the 
state. The charts merely show the 
proportion of Iowa farm income 
coming from corh sold as grain. 
The amount of corn sold is fairly 
elastic, depending upon the rela
tion between livestock and corn 
prices - particularly the price 
ratio between corn and hogs. In 
good crop years when corn prices 
are likely to be low, a lot of corn 
is fed. When corn prices are high 
many farmers decide to sell their 
corn as grain rather than feed it. 
Thus the income from corn, and 
the proportion of total income 
from that crop have varied consid-' 
erably over the decade under re
view. Also, the increasing spe
cialization in livestock production 
has resulted in a larger proportion 
of the corn crop being fed on 
farms. 

Oats are affected about the 
same as corn, but the income fur
nished by this crop is much less 
than that from Iowa's most fa
mous product. In 1920 oats fur
nished about the same proportion 
of Iowa income as corn, but in 
every year since then it has been 
considerably less. During the 
last 3 yearS income from this 
source has 'been less thim 2 per
cent of the total gross farm in
come. Not only have less oats 
been marketed, but oat prices 
have declined more than most 
other farm products prices be
cause of the decrease in number 
of horses. 

Proportion of National Income 

Figure 4 illustrates the per
centage of national farm income 
supplied by Iowa and the per
centage of national cash farm in
come supplied by this state. There 
are 986,771,016 acres of land in 
farms in the United States. Of 
this total Iowa has 34,019,332 
acres, or 3.45 percent. Yet Iowa 
has contributed around 6 percent 
of the gross income of the country 
from farming since the war, and 
considerably more than 6 percent 

TABLE 5. IOWA FARM INCOME BY COUNTIES." 

(All Products Sold, Traded or Used by Operator'. Fa",i1y.) 

Gross Average gross Average gross 
Number income per income per income per farm 

farm. ... county farm as percent of 
reporting (dollars) (dollars) state average 

Adair .............. 2,010 6,510.838 3,239 98.06 
Adams ....•........ 1,536 4,727,522 3,078 93.19 
AlIamakee .......... 2,033 5,038,662 2,4i8 7502 
Appanoose ......... 1,957 3,212,479 1,642 49.i1 
Audubon ........... 1,772 6,156,305 3,474 105.18 
Benton ............ 2,560 9,629.807 3,762 113.90 
Blackh.wk ......... 2,313 7,353,780 3,179 96.25 
Boone .•••......... 2,488 7.505.271 3.016 91.31 
Bremer ............ 1,986 5.499.447 2,769 83.83 
Buchanan .......... 2,250 5.663,671 2,517 76.20 

But"na Vista ........ 2 .071 8.859.639 4,278 129.52 
Butler ..••......... 2.236 6,178.351 2,763 83.65 
Calhoun ........... 2.165 7.971,480 3,682 111.45 
C.rroll ............. 2.199 7.662.586 3.484 1q5 48 
C ................. 2. :57 7.964.787 3.692 111.78 
Cedar ............. 2.171 8.209.202 3.781 114.47 
Cerro Gordo ... 1.920 6.347.594 3,306 100.09 
Cherokee ....... : : : : 1.816 9.033.956 4,975 150.62 
Chickasaw ......... 1.924 4.836.3S1 2.5!4 76.11 
Clarke ............ 1.~27 3.501.013 2,453 74.26 

Cl.y .... ; .......... 1,789 7,692.291 4,300 130.18 
Clayton ......... .. 2,944 8.472 .274 2,878 87.13 
Clinton .......... 2.727 9.690.252 3,553 107.57 
Crawford ........ 2.450 11.142,555 4,548 137.69 
Dallas ............. 2.267 8.693.841 3,835 11611 
Davis .••.......... 1.869 3.948.607 2.113 63 ... 7 
Decatur ...... .. 

I 
1.946 4.056.859 2.085 63.12 

Delaware .... 2.204 6.557.083 2,975 9007 
Des Moines ... 1,706 4.400.379 2.579 78 OS 
Dickinson ..... 1,214 4,415.877 3.637 110.11 

Dubuque ...... .... 2.202 6.476.549 2.941 8904 
Emmet. ....... 1.279 4.603.405 3,646 110.38 
Fayette ......... : : : 2.924 7.889.689 2.698 81.68 
Floyd ........... 1.773 5,434.512 3,065 92.79 
Franklin ..... ..... 1,987 7.297.202 3,671 111.17 
Fremont ...... ..... 1.905 6.507.944 3.416 10341 
Greene ... , .. :. ..... 2.020 7 •. 184,636 3.656 110.69 
Grundy ....... ...... 1.768 6.942,729 3,927 118.89 
Guthrie .... ....... 2.278 6.722.771 2.951 89.34 
Hamilton .. ...... 2.175' 8.458.574 3.889 117.74 

Hancock ..... ... 1.920 6.694.070 3.486 105.54 
H.rdin ....... ... 2.067 7.768,149 3.758 113.78 
Harrison .... .. 2.872 10,003.020 3.483 105 45 
Henry ............ 1.885 5,392.895 2,861 86.61 
Howard ............ 1.649 3.962.372 2.403 i2.75 
Humboldt .......... 1.457 6.140,393 4.214 127.58 
Ida ................ 1.398 7.597,160 5,434 164.52 
Iowa .............. 2.lt7 7.595,471 3.5M 1086.1 
Jackson ............ 2.155 6.031.381 2,799 84.74 
Jasper ....... ..... 2.918 9.643.932 3,305 100 06 

~fferson ........... 1,792 4.234.496 2,363 71 54 
ohnson ............ 2.487 8.055.783 3.239 9806 
ones ..•••......... 2.072 7.747,352 3,7.19 113.20 
eokuk ............ 2,545 6.691.2SO 2,629 79 59 

Kossuth ........... 3.0.13 11.833.461 3,902 118.13 
Lee ................ 1.966 4.165,970 2,119 64.15 
Linn ............... 3,535 8.h03.297 2.434 73 69 
Louisa ......... 

"'1 
1.328 4.422.303 3.330 100.82 

Lucas ......... ... 1.551 3,182.634 2.052 62.12 
Lyon ..... , .... 1.820 7,546,65,,- 4,146 125.52 

Madison ........ ... 2.019 6.818.236 3.317 102 24 
Mahaska ........... 2,659 7,447.575 2.801 M 80 
Marion ..••........ 2.238 6.404,095 2.862 8665 
Ma.rshall ........... 2,315 8.078.442 3.490 105.66 
Mills .............. 1.623 6,272.349 3.865 117.01 
Mitchell: .......... 1.667 5.052.582 3,031 91.76 
Monona ....... : ... 2.090 8,809.543 4,215 lli 61 
Monroe ............ 1,612 3,442.635 2,136 64 67 
Montgomery ....... 1.570 6.610.654 4,211 127.49 
Muscatine .......... 1,796 5.999.821 3.341 101.15 

O'Brien ............ 1.962 8,362,117 4.262 129.03 
Osceola ............ 1,261 4.972.338 3,943 119 38 

~:r:Ali';.'.'::::::: : 2,130 7,418.796 3,483 10545 
1.879 6,925.3.12 3.686 111 60 

Plymoulb ......... 2,760 11.634.665 4,215 127 61 
Pocahontas ......... 2,0.18 8.093.787 3,971 1l0.12 
Polk ............... 3,006 8.437,619 2,S07 84.98 
Pott.wattamie ...... 3,934 17 ,895,045 4,549 137.72 
Poweshiek .......... 2.203 7,488,710 3,399 102.91 

Ringgold ........... 1,912 

I 
4.096,511 2,142 64.85 

Sac ................ 1.834 7,969,910 4,346 131.58 
Scott .............. 2,214 7,021,372 3.171 9600 
Sh.lby ............. 2,136 9,091,607 4,256 128.85 
Sioux .............. 2,930 11,894 165 4 059 2 9 Il 8 

Average net 
income per farm. 

as percent of 
state average·· 

100 I 
91.2 
80.0 
48 0 

1070 
117.2 
93.9 
97 I 
864 
784 

139.4 
87.1 

123 3 
107 S 
111.1 
111.0 
992 

153 5 
809 
712 

130.8 
89.7 

101.4 
133 9 
120.1 
64 1 
5~ 1 
936 
725 

117.1 

919 
118.6 
83 3 
896 

114.8 
100 4 
1H.2 
126 7 
93 2 

1l8.6 

109.5 
1192 
106.3 
861 
73 5 

139.7 
1584 
109.3 
63 5 
96.5 

68 7 
95 " 

1103 
756 

129 5 
57.9 
,06 
93.3 
56.2 

132.0 

983 
81.3 
81.9 

103 9 
115.7 
84.4 

127.2 
66.3 

123.5 
92.7 

137.5 
127.6 
100.8 
118.5 
1l3.1 
133.2 
SO.I 

131.3 
103.7 

63.0 
133.3 
90.1 

134.1 
122.6 
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TABLE 5. IOWA FARM INCOME BY COUNTIES·-Con~inued. 

Groea Ayerage gross I A _age gross I A v.rage net Number income pel' Income per income per farm income per farm 
far .... county farm as percent of as petcent of 

reporting (dollars) (dollars) state average state average •• 

Story ........... "'1 2,261 8,116,854 3,590 108.69 

1 

114.3 
Tame .............. 2,638 8,669,639 3,286 99A9 100.4 

l:t,~r .. : : : : : : : : : : : . 2,01<4 5,524,856 2,651 80.26 78.6 
1.522 4,294,174 2,821 85.41 82.4 

Vao Buren .•....... 1,845 3,554,696 1,927 58.34 56.1 

Wapello ...... 1,929 4,244,261 2,200 66.61 62.9 
W8Inn ......... 2,345 6,161,134 2,627 79.53 '1.8 
Wasbington ...... : : 2,305 7,939,333 3,444 104.27 99.6 

~:r::~':::::::::: : 1,788 3,804,646 2.128 64.43 61.4 
2,629 8,985,949 3,418 103.48 111.7 

Winnebago ......... 1,604 4,807,722 2,997 90.74 95.9 
WinnHhiek ......... 2,810 7,252,889 2,5&1 78.14 81.4 
Woodbury ......... 3,039 12,460,997 4,100 124.13 111.4 
Worth ... 1,450 3,894,151 2,686 81.32 83.7 
Wright. 1,952 8,330,326 4,268 129.21 139.3 

TOTAL ........ 208,974 690.302,406 3,303 

• The t1igurel on income in this table give a misleading picture of the relative income of 
different countie. unle •• the reader take. into consideration feeding operations in many conn
tiel. Some of the weltern counties, for instane.e. Bell many thousands of dollars worth of 
fat eattle each ,.ear; 7et all of this return i. not income. The cost of the feeder cattle shouJd 
be .. emoved from the gro •• return. This step. however, is impossible since accurate data 
are Dot available. 

•• Gro •• :rarm Income--lel. expenditure for labor, electricity, equipment, fertilizer. 

Sour .. : U. 8. ConSUl, 1980. 

of the cash income of the country, 
Gross income means total income 
received by farmers, and cash in
come i.s gross income minus prod
ucts consumed on the farm, Iowa 
receives more cash farm income 

than any other state except Texas 
and California, These two states, 
both much' larger than Iowa, re
ceive about the same cash farm 
income as Iowa. 

Figure 6 on page 11 shows the 

CASH rARM INCOME AND iNDUSTRIAL 
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Fig. 8, The above graph illustrates 
how c1oselx, industrial and farm income 
are dependent upon each other; Rises 

A 

II Y 

19Z8 

in industrial income in the past have 
been associated with rises in farm in-' 
come, 

'..( 

I 

13 

TABLE 6. UNITED STATES GROSS 
FARM INCOME AND SELEOTED 

EXPENDITURES, 
(1910·14 = 100.) 

Gross Farm -I. Intere.t income imple~ 
from Ferti~ ments Taxes' ou 

Year farm lizer including mort-
pro- autos and gages 

duction tractors -----------------
19\3 103 107 105 100 104 
1914 104 117 III 101 109 
1915 109 99 123 110 116 
1916 132 102 153 116 129 
1917 190 136 198 129 149 
1918 223 186 221 137 174 
1919 251 205 253 172 207 
1920 201 219 289 209 236 

·1921 132 124 140 223 240 

I 

1922 147 120 168 224 246 
1923 163 133 240 228 244 
1924 168 134 221 228 245 
1925 177 ISS 282 232 246 
1926 170 151 261 232 24(' 
1927 172 136 254 238 246 
1928 174 172 312. 239 244 
1929 177 172 356 241 240 
1930 140 169 263 238 236 
1931 103 1t9 142 218 229 
1932 79 71 72 189 221 
1933 93 74 84 1631 191 

lPreliminary . 
Source: U. S. D. A, Bureau of Agricul· 

tural Economics. 

proportion of income from differ
ent products contributed by Iowa: 
Iowa's predominance in hogs, cat
tle, butter, egg, poultry, corn and 
oat production is shown by the 
figures, 

INCOME 

J --r-J\-I ~1\ 
~ "\.,() I' ~/ 

.\. .......... , ... 
Il -"V i~ 

A 

I 

103'4 I~'S 
IOWA STATE: COLLEGE 

Data i.n tables 8 and 9, 
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TABLE 7. PERCENTAGE OF U. S. CASH FARM INCOME GOING TO IOWA. 
(thou8and. of dollars) 

I 
HOGS 

Ve.r (c~h income) 

United States Iowa I Percent 

1024 ................ 1.0~8.007 H7,585 21.84 
1025 ................ 1,340,327 280,~54 20.95 
1.26 ................ ',1,412,667 308,835 21.86 
1927 ................ 1,209,9.17 265,390 21. 93 
1928 ................ 1,209,509 261,134 21.59 
1029 ................ 1,287,744 274,230 21.30 
1030 ................ 1,128,577 255,667 22.65 
1031 ................ 767,307 172,147 22.44 
10.12 ................ 439,536 91,490 20.82 
10.13 ................ 509,418 97,282 19.09 
19HI ................ 697,619 151,343 21.69 

SHEEP 
(cash income) 

Vear I United Stat .. Iowa Percent 

1924 ................ 131.Sn 4,514 3.43 
1025 ................ 149,487 4,879 3.26 
1926 ................ 15.1,004 4,008 2.62 
1927 ................ 147,656 5,798 3.93 
1028 .....•.•.••.•..• 16~.453 4,247 2.52 
1029 ................ 168,573 4.555 2.70 
19.10 ................ l.ll,899 4.704 3.51 
19.11 ................ 106.183 3,138 2.96 
1932 ................ 74,456 3,320 4.46 
1933 ..••.•.......... 75,282 2,370 3.15 
19HI ................ 104,373 3,586 3.43 

OATS 
(cash income) 

Vear 

I United State. Iowa Percent 

1924 ................ 217,491 38,952 17.91 
1925 ................ 150,428 24,874 16.54 
1926 ................ 117,264 18.3.ll 15.63 
1927 ................ 116,180 19.875 17.11 
1928 ................ 134,718 24,133 17.91 
1929 ................ 108,992 21,.l30 19.57 
19.10 ................ 79,010 14,879 18.83 
103!. ............... 42,661 5,407 12.67 
1932 ................ 34,809 5,420 15.57 
1933 ................ 36,317 6,6/12 18.34 
19341 ................ 30,296 1,551 5.12 

I 
ALL H.\V 
(c~ income) 

Vear 
United States Iowa Percent 

1024 ................ H6, \31 5.712 2.42 
1"15 .•.•.••.•.••.•.. 204.045 3,9"6 I. 96 
926 ................ 192.611 3.609 1.87 
927 ................ 179.619 5.284 2.94 

1928 ................ 191.560 3.570 I.Ab 
).29 ................ 1113.672 4.474 2.44 
19.10 ..•••....••.•... 100.005 3.121 l.U 
19.1I ................ 74.978 1.683 2.24 
19.12 ................ SJ.1I6 1.274 2.40 
19.13 ..•.••.••.••..•• 65.311 2,443 3.74 
19341 ................ 85.898 2,528 2.94 

EGGS (Chicken) 
(cash income) 

Year 
United Stat .. 19_ Percent 

1924 ................ 4.tO.31S 26.840 6.24 
1925 ................ 519.929 J2.061 6.17 
IQ26 •••••••••••••••. 545.934 H.3(l8 6.28 
1917 ................ 400.3,19 28.493 5.81 
1918 ................ 5/19.005 35.811 6.30 
19J9 ................ 594.019 36.090 6.08 
1930 ................ 504.601 JI.029 6.15 
19JI. ............... JH.872 24.145 6.74 
111..12 ................ 265.\98 '16,944 - 6.40 
1933 ................ 2~J.5~ 16.1.12 6.37 
1934' ...... ' ......... 309.907 21.379 6.90 

1988 an4 198& Icurea include p~ 11, A.U.. 
1. Preliminary. 
So.....,.: Derlnd hom sable L 

CA'ITLE 
(cash incomeJ 

United States I Iowa I Percent 

895,405 111,517 12 .45 
974,105 118,470 12.16 
981,241 113,497 11.57 
974,123 118.603 12.18 

1,046,780 102,722 9.81 
1,050,574 113,386 10.79 

930,843 107,931 11.59 
663.681 75,192 11.33 
482,633 58,624 12.15 
460,626 52,275 11.35 
701,589 85,444 12.18 

I CORN 
(ca;;h income) 

I United States Iowa Percent 

397,614 38,883 9.78 
362,152 67,196 18.55 
302,693 62,967 20.80 
382,444 50,530 13.21 
409,235 82.816 20.24 
313.171 60,342 19.27 
182,880 33,307 18.21 
125,698 16,761 13.33 
156,090 31.839 20.40 
194.502 59,514 30.5~ 
222,725 48,184 21.63 

I WHEAT 
(cash income) 

I United States Iowa Percent 

911,316 9,560 1.05 
788,599 7,287 0.92 
848,509 8,337 0.98 
862,172 8,320 0.97 
758,587 7,450 0.98 
685.328 6.870 1.00 
401,994 3,967 0.99 
254,129 1,720 0.68 
194,846 925 0.47 
373,960 2,657 0.71 
390,677 1,631 0.42 

MILK-BUTTER 
(cash income) 

United Stat .. Iowa Pen:ent 

1,231.776 63.376 5.15 
1.302.654 62.611 4.81 
1.359.099 70,146 5.16 
1,469.154 75.544 5.14 
1.5.18.256 83.3.l4 S.U 
1.665.131 86.866 511 
1.615.363 75,170 4.65 
1.278.531 56.472 4.42 

985.099 4.1.106 4.38 
988.880 45,012 4.55 

1.114.016 51.832 4.65 

POULTRV (Chickens) 
(cash income) 

United States 10_ Percent 

229.574 21.971 9.57 
2.11.585 22.080 9.5J 
274.729 25,949 9.45 
201.350 23.6118 9.06 
280.348 24.721 8.82 
297.460 26.8.10 9.02 
250.211 22.588 9.OJ 
217 .IJ2 20.916 9.61 
151.727 13.463 8.54 
136.016 11.715 8.61 
IS6.S71 15.182 9.6\1 
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TABLE 10. PROPORTION OJ!' IOWA 
FARM INCOME RECEIVED EACH 

MONTH.-

Livestock 
and 

Cro.. livestock t Total 
products 

IP32 

~8.nUary......... 6.4 11.3 10.8 
ebruary........ 9.2 9.4 9.4 

March.......... 8.0 8.8 8.7 

tf:~:::::::::::: ::; U U 
June............ 6.0 7.1 7.0 
July............ '6.3 1.7 7.6 
August::.:...... 15.1 8.3 9.0 
Sept.mber....... 16.5 8.4 9.2 
October......... 11.0 7.7 8.0 
November....... 4.2 7.8 7.4 
December......... 3.8 7.9 7.5 --------

~otal .. , .... 100.0 .. 100.0 100.00 

.1933 

.January......... 1.8 7.5 6.5 
February......... .2.1 ~.4 S.7 
March ... i ..... ·: 2.1 6.0 5.3 
April............ 3.9 6.7 6.3 
May ... , ...... " ·8.8 10,1 9.9 

IJun.......... ..... 11.6 10,6 '10.8 
July............. 21.0 10.0 ·11.9 

'August.... ...... 9.1 9.6 9.5 

~~i!'rb.~::;:::: ·:U U U 
!November ...... ; 8.7 9.3 .9.2 
December....... 7.3 8.3 8.1 

Total....... 100.0 

IP34 
January ........ . 

,February ....... . 
: March ........•. 

;t!£t;:::;::::~ 
July .•. · .•.•.•..... 
August ......... . 

~=~~:::: :.: :t.: 
Nove:mbu.~ ... i •. [ n .... mb.r ....... . 

4.7 
4.9 
5.3 
2.9 
3.8 
5:1 

'14.1 
27.5 
17.0 

:.7;0 

:f: 

--------
100.00 

7.8 
7.4 
6.9 
7.0 
8.5 .g 
8.5 
7.7 

':IH; 
10.7 

100.0 

7.2 
6.9 
6.6 
6.3 

. 7.7 
'.: 8,1 

9.3 
11.9 
9.4 ·.n· 
JI.9 
9.5 

. rrotal .... : ... !QO.O" ,JOOi0..l: ;!1!'.p: 
.\ 

~ ,:" ·~Bafr~u{;on rece~t8: frbm"'-tbe 181p. .of fa'tm" 
pj-oduct. ·which· conf.t'lbuted 98 p~cent of 
t.gt~l caBldn~o~e i".1932;~, ::.," : . .1'; 
'nr~Ui':~~~...!I ... IiI .. ~~ •. A., ~~re8U(O{ A~i~il.". 

TABLE 11. RECEIPTS FROM THE SALE OF PRINOIPAL IOWA FARM PRODUCTS 
PLUS RENTAL AND BENEFIT PAYMENTS. 

V_and month .Cro .. 
Li_toclt 

andli ... toclt 
products 

Total 

1.000 1.000 1.000 
1932- dollars dollars dolla .. 

January.............. .... 1,702 28,066 29,768 
F.bruary................. 2,430 23,494 25,924 
March.......... ......... 2,104 21,972 24,076 

~~I: ... :::::::::::::::::: l:m l;:~~~ ~l:~!~ 
Jun...................... 1,574 17,541 19,115 
July..................... 1,664 19,244 20,908 
August.................. 3,986 20,663 24,649 
September............... 4,367 20,906 25,27.1 
October.... ............ .... 2,893 19,262 22,155 
November................ 1,102 19,314 20,416 
December................ 1,017 19,716 20,733 

Total................ 26,418 248,970 275,388 

1933-
January.................. 901 18,797 19,698 
February................. 1,074 16,093 17,167 
March................... 1,049 15,070 16,119 

tf:~:.::::::::::::::::::: l::M ~~::~ ~g:g~~ 

R.ntaland" 
ben.fit 

pqmentl 

1.000 
dollars 

Total, 
including rental 

and ben.fit 
paymentl 

1.000 
dollars 

Jun...................... 5,864 26,668 32,532 
July..................... 10,658 25,135 35,793 ...... .. .... 
August ... :.............. 4,582 24,118 28,700 785 29,485 
September.. ............. 6,251 18,214 24,465 2,499 26,964 
October.................. 5,658 20,603 26,261 285 26,546 
November ............. ,.. 4,418 23,250 27,668 90 27,758 
December................. 3,698 20,986 24,684 91 24,775 

Total................. 50,574 251,306 301,880 3,750 305,630 

1934-
January.................. 2,438 23,226 25,664 80 25,744 
February................. 3,076 21,974 25,050 23 25,073 
March ........... '........ 3,309 21,368 24,677 10 24,687 
ApriL................... 1,637 22,358 23,995 46 24,041 
May ..................... 1,790 27,048 28,838 1,945 30,783 
June....................... 2,904 27,006 29,910 3,013 32,923 
July ........ ,............. 10,978 25,550 36,528 1,606 38,134 
August ... ".";"'''''''' 23,017 24,833 47,850 8,471 56,321 
September .. " ....... :..... 12,699 26,588 39,287 12,996 52,283 
October.................. 4,553 27,091 31,644 3,667 35,311 
November............... 1,945 31,787 33,732 1,000 34,732 
D"""mber.' .. · ........ ;; .. ,.. 2,652 33,109' 35,761 7,271 43,032 

.Tob)l.:: ....... , " .... .', 70,998 311,938 382,936 40,128 423,064 

1935-" 
Januarl!~ ..•.... : ... ·: ....... .1.769 21',778 31,547 9,238 40,785 
February ..... "., ....... ·. 1,739. 28,032 29,771 4,403 34,174 
Ma~h ..... · ... ,.,., .. ,..... 2,051 27,486' 29,537 7,618 37,155 
April .. ::· ...... !."....... 2,.453 32,065 34,518 9,137 43,655 
Mayo .......... ,: .... ".... 2,672" 33,847 36,519 1,476 37,995 
]un .... ::: .. :.:; .. ,.,";.... 2,407 31,714 34,121 1,582 35,703 
July; .. · .... , ...... :.·........ '2,646 31,629 34,275 2,719 36,994 
August .. ; ... ::........... 6;336 27,930 34,266 6,182 40,448 
September ... · .. :.......... ·5,598 28,102, 33,700 5,433 39,133 
October .. "................ 5,135 29,460 34,595 3,242 37,837 
Novomb~r ....... .'.; ... ·.. 3,730 32,175 )5,905 1,683 37,588 
December .. · .. , .. i.:" ;..... 3,583 41,200 44,783 599 45,382 

?-'oiaI .. ·,.; .. : ........ ".40,119 -373,418 413,537 53,312 466,849 

:~A~OUJlt, BetballY l'eeeivQd "Bach manth-not amoun"'; due on contracts . 

.. . So';'rc~! "u. S.:·:o .. A •. Bureau of Agric~itu.81.EQonomil:.. . 
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CHAPTER II. IOWA FARM PRICES 

T HE fluctuations in Iowa 
farm income have not often 
been the result of crop fail

ures and other changes in produc
tion, but have b~en mainly the 
consequence of variations in· 
prices. The price pattern since 
the World War is not strange to 
readers of economic history, how
ever. It is much the same pattern 
that has followed every great war. 

Figure 9 traces the trend of 
wholesale prices in the United 
States since 1785. The chart shows 
that since a few years before the 
American Revolution there have 
been four major periods of in
tense price inflation, each of which 
was accompanied by a major war 
to which this country was a party. 
The chart shows that there was 
a period of sharply rising prices 
during each of these wars. Fol
lowing each period of pronounced 
inflation there have been periods 
of depressed price levels, broken, 
on the average, by two periods of 
recovery before another major in
flationaryperiod, that is, a war 
occurred. 

These four major wars have 
lifted commodity prices far above 
ordinary levels. In each case 
these were periods of "great pros
perity" brought on by war activ
ities and war demands. 

As fig. 9 gives a general pic
ture of the drift of wholesale 
prices over a long period, so fig. 
10 presents a picture of the drift 
of farm prices for the past 146 
years. Farm prices, as with prices 
of all commodities, have been sub
jected to four major inflationary 
periods during great wars. In 
the last war farm prices rose more 
than they ever had before. In 
earlier inflation periods farm 
prices did not rise as high rela
tively as did other prices, since 
farm production was not com
mercialized to the extent it is to
day. At the time of the .Revolu
tion, for instance, farmers pro
duced enough for their own living 
and sold very little in the markets. 
Farming then was practically a 

TABLE 12. INDEX NUMBERS OF IOWA FARM PRICES. 

(1910·1914 = 100.) 

Year 1 Jan. 1 Feb. 1 Mar·l~ May .June July I Aug. Sept. 1 Oct·I~I~ 

1910 .....•••••••..•. 102 105 116 114 108 107 103 100 103 98 94 90 
1911 ....•••......... 94 89 86 82 79 78 84 94 94 90 86 85 
1912 ...••.•......... 87 89 93 102 101 99 100 101 103 105 97 94 
1913 ....•.•......... 95 100 105 108 103 106 107 105 108 108 105 103 
1914 ......•.•....... 108 111 111 107 105 105 108 110 116 108 101 98 

,1915 ................ 98 99 99 98 104 104 105 103 102 105 95 91 
1916 ................ 96 110 120 117 120 121 122 121 130 127 129 130 
1917 •............... 137 154 170 178 186 187 187 196 204 204 19.J 198 
1918 ................ 199 20.J 206 203 205 199 208 216 222 215 212 215 
1919 ................ 222 218 217 230 240 235 242 239 213 190 193 186 

1920 •............... 197 199 201 200 199 204 203 199 200 180 159 121 
1921. ............... 120 117 125 110 107 97 108 113 100 98 93 90 
1922 ................ 96 110. 119 117 120 122 1!l 110 109 116 112 113 
1923 ................ 115 113 114 118 115 108 110 109 125 121 108 103 
1924 ................ 105 106 108 110 110 110 115 134 136 146 131 129 

1925 ................ 141 142 157 153 148 151 161 158 154 149 142 140 
1926 ..........•..... 144 147 144 143 146 153 150 140 146 150 146 143 
1927 ................ 143 146 141 138 133 127 132 13~ 146 151 139 131 
1928 .•.............. 128 126 128 134 147 145 ISS 149 165 152 139 131 
1929 ................ 131 140 155 153 153 152 156 151 152 147 136 132 

1930 •............... 133 139 136 134 130 128 116 120 134 127 118 109 
1931. ............... 107 94 99 97 86 82 85 82 81 75 75 63 
1932 ..............•. 60 54 61 58 51 47 63 61 60 51 49 41 
1933 .•.............. 40 42 48 52 66 63 70 65 64 63 60 SO 
1934 ................ 51 62 65 63 62 68 73 87 101 91 88 88 

1935 ................ 111 120 125 125 124 120 115 121 128 ... . .. . .. 

Source: Iowa Agricultural Experiment Station, Agricultural Economics Section. Based 
on price reports on fifteenth of the month for 10 major. Iowa products. 

TABLE 18. INDEX NUMBERS OF UNITED STATES FARM PRICES .. 

(August, 1909·.July, 1914 = 100.) 

Year Jan.1 Feb. Mar. Apr. I May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Noy. 

r--- ~ 

1910 ....•........... 106 105 105 106 103 102 101 100 102 101 99 
1911 ................ 99 96 95 95 95 96 98 98 95 93 92 
1912 ................ 96 98 100 104 107 104 101 99 98 98 97 
1913 ................ 97 97 98 99 98 100 99 102 105 108 107 
1914 ...........•.•.. lOS lOS 104 102 IOJ IOJ IOJ 102 99 95 94 

1915 ................ 97 98 96 99 101 99 97 95 96 100 101 
1916 .....•.......... 104 105 107 110 III 113 114 1\9 125 131 138 
1917 ................ 141 148 156 173 185 186 183 181 183 188 189 
1918 ................ 198 200 199 197 196 193 197 207 213 209 205 
1919 .....•••........ 206 197 197 206 21l 213 220 223 21S 219 227 

1920 .•.•............ 229 228 229 239 244 242 231 2\3 197 183 165 
1921. .•.•••...•.••.. 142 130 127 118 1\3 1\3 116 123 128 134 130 
1922 ....••••........ 123 128 130 130 134 136 134 131 129 133 \37 
1923 ................ 146 144 143 143 141 137 136 137 142 144 147 
1924 ....••.......... 148 147 140 139 137 138 139 147 141 147 145 

1925 ...•••••..•..... 155 154 156 152 152 156 158 160 155 156 156 
1926 ....••.•........ 153 152 149 151 150 148 144 141 143 138 138 
1927 ...•.•.•........ \33 132 131 131 134 138 139 143 148 148 147 
1928 .....•.•.•...... 149 144 145 148 155 ISO 152 145 149 148 146 
1929 ....•........... 147 145 146 144 142 142 147 152 150 149 145 

1930 ..•.••....•..... 145 140 135 136 134 131 120 118 120 113 110 
1931. ...•••••••.••.. 101 95 97 97 92 86 86 82 80 77 79 
1932" .....•.•...•.... 71 68 69 67 6J 58 6J 65 66 64 62 
1933 .••.•.....•.••.. 60 55 55 58 68 71 83 79 80 78 80 
1934 •••.•••••••.•••. 77 83 84 82 82. 86 87 96 103 102 ·101 

1935 .••.••••••••.•.• 107 III 101 III 108 104 102 106 107 ... . .. 

Dec. 

99 
94 
97 

105 
95 

101 
140 
194 
208 
227 

148 
130 
143 
148 
148 

ISS 
135 
147 
147 
147 

104 
75 
6J 
78 

101 

. .. 
Source: U. S. D. A. Bureau of Agricultural Economic.. Ba.ad on price. for IT farm 

product. from price reporta on the lifteenth of each month. Taken from Orop. aud Market •. 
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Fig. 9. The economic history of the United States has 
been punctuated by four periods of intense price inflation, 
Each period of inflation has been coincident with a major 
war. This is demonstrated by the graph above showing 
wholesale prices in the United States since 1785. During 
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each war there was a rapid rise in prices, and after each 
war was over, there was a ,decline which was generally 
slower than the rise had been. 

Data from G. F. Warren and F. A. Pearson, Cornell, 
Universi~,~thaca, N, Y. 
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Fig. 10. Farm prices in the United States have followed 
the same general course since the early days of the Republic 
that wholesale prices have followed. There is an important 
difference.· If you will examine fig. 11 and fig. 12 you will 
see that farm prices did not rise nearly as high as other 
prices during the war periods in the early days. This may be 
explained by the self-sufficient nature of agriculture at that 
time. Commercialization of agriculture has been a develop~ 
ment of comparatively recent years. At the time of the 
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18100 1&70 1680 18"0 1"00 1,,'0 .1"20 I"~ 1940 
IOWA STAlE C:OLL,EGE 

Revolution virtually all the hogs the farmer fed were 
slaughtered for his own family's use 01' else traded to the 
shoemaker for boots. The commercialization' of agriculture 
has brought the farmer a much higher standard of living, 
but it has also exposed him to the same pull .and tear of 
world price fluctuations that affect an other classes in an: 
industrialized country. . , . :". ' 

Data from G. F. Warren and F. A. Pearson,.Cornell Uni~ 
versity, Ithaca, N. Y. . •. I : .:. ' " 
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Fig. 11. This chart compares the price levels of Iowa and United Stat~ 
farm products since 1910. In general the two price curves tend to follow the 
same trends. The war peak was reached at approximately the same time. .In 
the period immediately after the war, up to 1925; the United States farm price 
level was somewhat higher than the Iowa leveL 

Data in tables 12 and 13. 

self-sufficient enterprise. The com
mercialization of agriculture'has 
brought with it a vast increase in 
the standard of living of farmers, 
but it has also SUbjected them to 
the buffeting and grinding of great 
rises and declines in prices. 

Since 1910 production in Iowa 
has been gradually and steadily 
increasing. Production itself, be
sides becoming greater in volume, 
has become more-efficient during 
the last two decades since the be
ginning of the World War. 

IOWA LIVE STOCK. CROPS. & 
LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS PRICES 
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Fig. 12. Since 1919 the price of livestock products, including butter and da~ry 
products, eggs and poultry have been maintained at a higher lev~l than. t/:te price 
of livestock or of crops, when the three groups are compared WIth their 1910-14 
level. Since 1925 livestock and livestock products prices have been considerably 
higher than crops prices. This is significant when it is realized that these two 
groups furnish over 85 percent o~ the total Iow!'- gross i!,come. Duri!,g 1934 
prices of crops advanced much more than prices of lIvestock or lIvestock 
products because of the drouth which reduced yields. 

Data in table IS.' ... 

But in spite of a fairly uniform -
and gradual increase in produc
tion the gross income of the state 
has 'not, especially since the ~ar 
era maintained the gradual m
cre~se that has occurred in pro
duction. Instead, it has fluctuated 
from year to year, and on the 
whole especially since 1929, has 
decre~sed. On the surface it would 
seem, during ~he past 24 years, 
that if the production of Iowa 
agriculture was increasing, the 
income from it should increase. 

Production is only one of the 
income-governing variables, how
ever, price being equally impor
tant. The price situation during 
the past 24 years has been very 
unstable, so that instead of in
come increasing in direct relation 
to production. it has fluctuated 
considerably. 

Occasionally production has de
clined because of unfavorable 
weather conditions, but during the 
24-year period, 1910-33, Iowa did 
not experience'a crop failure, and 
the fluctuations from a normal crop 
were not enough to cause any wide 
variation in total state income; Be
cause it has a diversified agriculture, 
and because of its livestock indus
tries, Iowa has made use of avail
able crops, such as soft corn. so that 
such a failure. though it has been 
hard felt by individuals, has not cur
tailed production significantly. 

The increases and decreases in 
Iowa income shown in the chapter 
on income, are only to a minor extent 
due to production changes. The 
differences in Iowa agricultural in
come have come, in the main, from 
extreme changes in farm prices. In 
general, the peak years in farm 
prices have been peak years in Iowa 
income, and years of low income 
have been years of depressed prices. 

These wide changes in Iowa farm 
prices are a part of the broader and 
universal price changes which have 
affected the nation since 1910. A 
comparison of fig. 9 with fig. 10 
will point to the fact that changes 
which affected the general price level 
also affected farm prices. 

The course which the level of 
Iowa farm prices has followed since 
1910 is shown by the dashed line 



on fig. 11. In this chart the aver
age annual index of farm prices 
for Iowa and the-United States are 
shown on the basis of the 1910-14 
average set at 100. In other words, 
the price level of any year is ex
pressed in the percentage that it is 
of the five pre-war years, 1910-14. 
Farm prices rose rapidly during the 
war, but they fell rapidly in the 
crash in the general price level fol
lowing the war. By 1921 the index 
of Iowa farm prices stood at 106, 
only 6 points above the pre-war 
level. In 1919 the level of Iowa 
farm prices was about 120 points 
higher than the 1910-14 base. In
stead of stopping at the 1921 depres
sion level, Iowa farm prices recov
ered and increased substantially dur
ing the twenties until 1929 when 
economic placidity was again dis
turbed by the upheaval which sent 
farm prices, in 3 years, to an unpre
cedented low. In 1932 the index of 
farm prices was 55, 45 percent 
lower than the 1910-14 level. 

From 1915 to 1919, inclusive, 
Iowa farm prices were a trifle 
ahead of farm prices of the United 
States. But when the first post
war decline began in 1920, Iowa 
farm products felt the decline 
more than the agricultural pro
duce of the country as a whole 
and the United States level re
mained slightly higher than 
Iowa's. This situation obtained 
until 1925 when both levels were 
about 150 percent· of that of the 
5 pre-war years. From 1925 to 
1932, Iowa's farm prices were 
about equal to the national agri
cultural level. The 1929 level of 
Iowa farm prices was 146 percent 
of the 1910-14 level. In 1932, 
1933 and 1934 the United States 
farm price index was higher than 
Iowa's. The index number of 
United States farm prices in 1933 
was 70. Iowa's index was 13 
points lower. The 1932 level 
was the lowest point ever reached 
by both Iowa and national farm 
prices. 

Iowa Farm Prices by Groups 

Figure 12 shows the major 
trends of three groups of Iowa 
farm products-livestock, live
stock products and crops. The in-
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Fig. 13. During the war-time period of inflated prices the prices paid Iowa 
farmers for their products rose more rapidly than the prices farmers were paving 
for the commodities they bought. Following the war the prices of farm products 
dropped far below the level which retail prices maintained. The shaded areas 
show the farmer's disadvantage. The index of prices paid is prepared by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the U. S. D. A. Groups of commodities 
included are food, clothing, furniture, household operating expense, building 
materials, farm machinery, fertilizer, seeds, feeds, wages paid to hired labor and 
equipment and supplies. 

Data in table 14. 

dex numbers of these groups, con
structed from the annual index 
numbers of several commodities 
included in these groups, may 
be found in table 15. Roughly, 
they follow the general trend of 
Iowa farm prices from 1910 to 
1933, except for the trend of the 
livestock products group. This 

group of Iowa farm products has 
followed a path that has been 
rather advantageous for the Iowa 
farmer, as is evident by the chart. 
The price level of this group 
lagged a trifle behind the others 
in the war era and did not reach 
its height until 1920 when it was 
227 percent of the average for 

UNEQUAL DECLINES IN PRICES fARMERS PAY 
AND -RECEIVE 

rES. 1929 TO rEB. 1933 

Iowa United States 
F'arm Products Prices Prices rarmers Po!;! 
AGR.ECON.CHAR~ NO.B-230 

Exchange Valve 
of Iowa Farm Prodvcts 

IOWA STATE· COLLEGE; 

Fig. 14. Prices for Iowa farm products were ·70 percent lower in February, 
1933, than in the same month in 1929, just beforetbe depression began. Prices 
farmers pay during the same period declined only 35 percent. Using these 
figures as a basis, it is estimated that the value of Iowa farm products in terms 
of what farmers buy declined S4 percent during the 4 years of unequal prices. 

Data in tables 20 and 16. .... 
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TABLE 14. INDEX NUMBERS OF FARM 
PRlOES AND EXOHANGE VALUES 

OF FARM PRODUCTS. 
(1910·14 = 100.) 

. Iowa United States 

IEx-
IAnnual change .Annual tEx-

index values 'Prices index change 
of \Jt paid of values 

~~i~':s pr':J~ts far~ers ;~tc: ;:o~~~s 
i9IOlOJ----ws~1021'04 
1911 87 86 101 95 94 
1012 98 98 100 100 100 
1913 104 103 101 101 100 
1914 107 107 100 101 101 
1915 100 95 105 98 93 
1916 120 97 124 118 95 
1917 182 122 149 175 117 
1918 209 119 176 202 115 
1919 220 109 202 213 105 
1920 188 94 201 211 105 
1921 107 70 152 125 82 
1922 114 77 149 132 89 . 
1923 113 74 152 142 93 
1924 119 78 152 143 94 
1925 150 96 157 156 99 
1926 146 94 155 145 94 
1927 139 91 153 139 91 
1928 141 91 155 149 96 
1929 146 95 153 146 95 
1930 127 88 145 126 87 
1931 86 69 124 87 70 
1932 55 51 107 65 61 
1933 57 52 109 70 M 
19.14 74 61 122 90 74 

1 Weighted annual index. 
2Rotio of 1 to S. 
Blnde" of Bureau of Agricultural Econom· 

ics. 
"Index of Bureau of Agricultural Econom· 

Ie •. 
"Ratio of 4. to a. 
Source: Annual indices of Iowa farm 

price. and exchange value Iowa Agr. Ex. Sta. 
Ag. Economic. Sec. Other indices from U. S. 
D. A. Bureau of Agricultural Economic •. 

TABLE 15. ANNUAL INDEX NUMBERS 
OF IOWA FARM PRlOES FOR THREE 

MAIN GROUPS. 
(1910-14 = 100.) 

Livestock 
Year Livestoclr. products I Crops Total 

1910 105 106 97 103 
1911 84 88 98 87 , 1912 94 101 108 98 
1913 105 105 93 104 
1914 109 106 105 107 
1915 104 106 118 100 
1916 12~ 122 119 120 
1917 187 161 195 183 
1918 210 190 217 209 
1919 209 216 219 219 
1920 168 230 216 188 
1921 99 156 101 106 
1922 116 146 72 114 
1923 117 ISS 113 113 
1924 123 ISS 133 120 
1925 150 172 139 ISO 
1926 145 176 127 146 
1927 139 1M 135 139 
1928 147 177 132 142 
1929 148 177 124 146 
1930 123 137 104 127 
1931 80 110 71 85 
1932 55 80 52 55 
1933 55 75 60 57 
1934 66 93 108 75 

Source: Derived from &able 18. 

1910-14. In 1921, a depression 
year, the crops index was 101, the 
livestock 99 and the livestock 
products 156. In 1929, it was 29 
points above the livestock level 
and 53 points above the crops 

EXCHANGE VALUE Of fARM PRODUCTS 
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Fig. IS. This chart shows the changing relationship. of prices farmers pay 
and prices farmers receive. By 1917 the Iow!1 farlll: price level had reach~~ a 
point well above the pre-war, 1910-14, level. Prices paId Iowa farmers were rising 
more rapidly than prices which they were paying, and a given quantity of Iowa 
farm products would buy over 20 percent more commodities farmers buy than 
they would have before the war. In the latter part of the war era, retail prices 
caught up and passed prices paid for farm commodities, forcing down the ex
change value of farm products. 1920 to 1928 the exchange value of United States 
farm products was a trifle higher than that of Iowa. 

Data in table 14. 

IOWA FARM PRICE LEVELS COMPARED 
fE~19Z9~ rEa 1933 
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Fig. 16. A four-year period of price deflation in Iowa farm prices, from 
February, 1929 to February, 1933 shows a reduction of 70 per cent in the price 
level of Iowa fa~m products. Grains took the greatest drop, falling to 31 per cent 
of the base pertod. Poultry and butter stood up best while the livestock price 
level fell to approximately half that of the base period. 

The index for livestock is an average of the price relatives of hogs, cattle and 
sheep. The grain index is an average of the price relatives of corn, oats and wheat. 

Data in table 16. 
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Fig. 17. During periods of price recession, various types of prices decline at 
different rates. Prices of raw materials, and especially farm products, have 
declined rapidly since July, 1929. In July, 1933, Iowa farm prices were only 
46 percent of the July, 1929 level. Wholesale prices of all commodities retained 
more stability and were 72 per cent of the July, 1929 level. Retail prices of things 
farmers buy also maintained a higher level than farm prices, and were 68 per
cent of the July, 1929 level. Since the low point was reached, farm prices have 
risen faster than wholesale prices and prices of things farmers buy. 

Data in tables 12, 19 and 20. 

level. The price trends of these 
groups show the advantage that 
dairy and poultry products have 
had over crops and meat animals 
during the last few years. In 
1933 the livestock products index 
number was 7S percent of the pre
war level while the livestock in
dex was s5 percent and the crops 
index 60 percent of the 1910-14 
level. 
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Fig. 19. In general, the curve of 
corn prices has followed that of the 
farm price level of the state during the 
24-year period, 1910-1933. The highest 
price paid for Iowa corn was in August, 
1917,. when the average price for that 
month was $1.84 per bushel. Since 
1920 there have been three periods of 
severe decline in corn prices, 1921, 1926 
and 1929-33. The lowest price paid for 
corn in 1933 was during January when 
the average price was 12 cents per 
bushel. 

Data in table 17. 

Prices Paid and Received by 
Iowa Farmers 

Figure 13 shows the relation
ship of prices Iowa farmers pay 
to the prices paid them for the 
farm products which they sell. 
This relationship is of great im
portance to any producer becaus~ 
if there is a drastic difference be"; 
tween the two, that is, if the prices 
producers pay are much higher 
than those they receive, they will 
have a difficult time making ends 
meet . 

The data for prices paid by 
farmers is based on retail prices 
for the whole Vnited States. They 
are probably fairly accurate indi
cators of prices Iowa farmers pay, . 
however. 

It is assumed that the base 
period here used, 1910-14, was one 
of equilibtium when the relation
ship between prices paid and re
ceived was equitable. Taxes, in
terest, rent, wages and insurance 
are not included in the index of 
prices paid, so a completely ac
curate picture of the relationship 
between what the farmer sells 
and buys is not shown. It should 
further be pointed out that this 
priCe relationship is not neces-

21 

sarily a picture of agricultural 
well-being. Changes in produc
tive efficiency are not taken into 
consideration. For instance, if 
farm efficiency increased faster 
than industrial efficiency, theR the 
old price relationships would not 
be expected to hold. 

The farmer produces raw mate
rial, but he buys retail products. 
He produces corn, wheat, beef or 
pork and sells it on the wholesale 
matket. His expenditures are 
almost wholly made in retail 
markets. If changes in the gen
eral price level affected retail and 
farm product prices identically, 
the farmer's trouble, especially 
during the past dozen years, would 
not have been so acute. 
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Fig. 18. Variations in the price of 
hogs have a tremendous effect on Iowa 
agriculture, . for income from hogs 
amounts to about 40 percent of Iowa's 
total gross farm income. From 1915 
to 1919 there was a great rise in the 
price of hogs. The highest price paid 
for .Iowa hogs was in July, 1919, when 
the average monthly price was $20.80 
per hundred. After 1921 there was a 
slump, but prices recovered and grad
ualty increased until 1926 when a down
ward trend began. 

Data in table 17. 

But it is a well known fact that 
when there is a general increase 
in prices, those of raw materials, 
such as farm products, tend to rise 
faster than retail prices. Sim
ilarly, in a period of falling prices, 
those of farm products tend to 
fall faster than retail prices. 

This· is what happened to the 
relationship between Iowa farm 
and retail prices from 1910 to date. 

For 4 years, 1916 to 1920, Iowa 
farmers found themselves with a 
. considerable advantage in the' 
price situation, for retail prices 
during this period lagged in the 
inflationary movement. Not un
til 1920 did the farmer's margin 



TABLE 16. MONTHLY INDEX OF IOWA FARM PRICES BY COMMODITIES. 

Monthly Index of Iowa Farm Price of Hog. (1910·1914 = 100.) Monthly Index of Iowa Farm Price of Sheep (1910·14 = 100). 

Vear Jan. Feb. Mar. APr., May' June' July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 
----

Year Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

----------------------
1910 ••..........••.. 107 III 131 \30 118 121 112 104 115 108 100 95 1911. ........•...•.. 103 95 88 79 74 74 81 95 90 81 78 77 1912 ................ 77 78 82 09 97 95 95. 104 107 112 99 96 19\3 .•.............. 95 103 III 116 105 110 114 108 105 104 100 97 1914 ................ lOS 110 III III 107 103 110 116 114 99 93 89 

1910 ................ 125 113 125 135 128 121 121 104 107 104 103 101 
1911. ............... 99 96 99 101 100 94 93 88 87 82 81 82 
1912 ................ 86 89 91 101 105 100 Igf 95 91 93 90 93 1913 ................ 98 106 118 118 113 106 91 102 93 100 100 
1914 ................ 106 104 100 111 106 104 100 113 104 104 111 109 

1915 ................ 88 85 85 89 95 96 95 88 92 101 84 79 1916 ..........•..... 85 103 123 123 125 121 125 127 136 123 125 123 1917 ................ 134 156 189 210 207 203 199 215 231 231 216 222 1918 ................ 214 210 222 225 227 216 223 246 252 233 225 225 
1919 .............•.. 225 226 238 256 267 264 285 275 212 183 185 168 

1915 ................ 106 \13 120 126 124 118 120 111 106 115 111 115 1916 ................ 118 138 146 146 151 142 144 133 138 135 146 164 
1917 ................ 189 200 211 215 244 215 191 186 233 251 220 213 
1918 ................ 228 239 242 255 264 279 248 251 251 217 2\3 206 
1919 ................ 222 220 253 271 275 226 204 206 193 191 160 177 

1920 ........•.•...•. 185 189 190 188 US 183 192 192 200 189 160 114 1921. ••.....•.....•. liS 115 126 105 101 96 114 125 95 95 84 82 
1922 ...•.•........•. 93 121 \33 . 129 131 131 130 \18 108 112 101 101 
1923 ..•.....•....... 105 103 101 101 96 82 88 90 108 96 85 84 
1924 ................ 88 86 89 92 90 .88 89 119 119 137 116 112 

1920 ................ 220 233 215 239 253 206 169 153 138 138 131 109 
1921. ............... 102 84 100 100 118 104 95 98 80 84 84 84 
1922 ................ 98 135 157 157 151 129 133 115 115 120 113 133 
1923 ................ 142 142 144 144 131 142 135 124 129 149 140 144 1924 ................ 140 140 ISS 166 155 146 138 144 ISS 155 157 162 

1925 ................ 1.10 134 173 167 153 152 171 170 157 149 141 140 
1926 ................ 148 162 160 156 164 178 174 153 160 163 152 148 
1927 ................ 149 ISS 149 140 126 110 112 122 131 138 120 107 
1928 ................ 104 101 100 107 123 120 136 140 159 129 114 108 
1929 ................ 111 123 145 148 140 136 145 140 129 122 115 116 

1925 ................ 173 177 177 157 164 140 162 144 146 160 160 189 
1926 ................ 173 160 169 173 175 173 137 160 151 137 133 144 
1927 ................ 140 151 164 169 166 149 144 133 151 146 142 140 
1928 ................ 151 162 162 162 173 153 149 149 164 155 151 149 
1929 ................ 157 173 171 164 153 162 140 138 137 131 131 131 

1930 ................ 120 133 134 126 125 125 112 116 131 121 111 100 
1931. ............... 97 88 93 93 84 74 82 81 71 60 56 47 
1932 ................ 47 44 52 47 37 34 58 53 49 41 38 33 
1933 ................ 33 38 44 44 56 55 54 51 49 56 49 37 
1934 ................ 39 52 52 47 41 49 S5 66 85 70 70 70 

1930 ................ 131 137 133 129 120 120 100 84 91 87 82 89 1931. ............... 84 84 89 91 80 75 55 55 49 51 55 49 
1932 ................ 44 49 58 58 44 42 42 42 44 44 43 37 
1933 ................ 39 47 45 45 59 53 49 52 5U 53 49 59 
1934 ................ 61 83 79 75 67 67 61 52 51 51 ... ... 

935 ................ 99 104 118 112 115 120 121 149 .... ... ... ... 1935 ................ 82 84 86 93 91 82 77 78 ... .. . ... ... 
Monthly Index of Iowa Farm Price of Beef Oattle (1910·1914 = 100.) Monthl7 Index of Iowa Farm Prices of Butter (1910-U = 100). 

Vear I J80. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 
, 

Vear Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

--------------------
1910 ................ 76 80 98 104 102 100 94 92 92 90 86 84 
1911'. ............... 88 89 91 91 87 86 87 88 88 85 84 83 
1912 ................ 86 90 93 98 99 99 101 101 103 102 98 98 
1913 ................. 102 106 111 116 111 111 113 110 113 111 111 108 
1914 ................ 110 114 116 116 114 116 121 122 121 116 110 108 

1910 ................ 118 110 110 102 98 94 94 102 102 102 106 106 
1911 ................ 94 87 83 79 79 75 79 87 94 94 102 110 
1912 ................ 118 110 102 102 102 94 94 94 94 102 110 114 
1913 ................ 114 110 110 114 110 102 98 98 102 106 110 114 
1914 ................ 114 114 98 94 94 94 94 98 102 106 106 110 

1915 .... ; ........... 105 102 102 103 110 114 122 116 111 113 106 105 
1916 ..•............. 108 113 119 116 125 133 128 122 127 122 122 124 
1917 ................ 128 139 136 158 160 161 160 160 166 163 158 152 
1918 ................ 155 161 163 186 199 197 200 193 202 186 186 183 
1919 ................ 194 200 211 221 213 186 193 197 185 158 180 182 

1915 .•••••.•.••.•••. 114 114 110 102 102 98 98 94 98 98 102 106 
1916 ................ 110 114 106 114 114 106 102 106 110 118 126 142 
1917 ................ 138 138 142 138 150 146 134 138 146 158 169 173 
1918 ................ 169 181 173 161 158 153 158 161 161 201 209 216 
1919 ................ 236 201 171 193 212 205 189 201 201 209 228 248 

1920 ................ 174 164 169 169 157 186 166 163 171 153 141 110 
1921. ............... 110 99 114 108 106 96 100 108 96 94 89 91 
1922 ................ 91 94 100 102 105 110 119 113 114 124 114 114 
192.1 ................ 110 110 105 116 111 124 121 117 128 119 110 110 
1924 ................ 110 111 113 117 119 117 114 122 119 125 117 111 

1920 ................ 252 232 228 224 224 212 205 209 205 212 212 216 
1921. ............. ~. 181 169 158 153 146 98 106 130 142 146 158 158 
1922 ................ 150 118 122 126 126 126 126 122 126 134 150 165 
1923 ................ 181 165 169 169 158 153 146 142 153 169 169 185 
1924 ................ 185 181 171 158 142 142 150 146 142 142 150 161 

1925 ................ 116 114 125 139 128 133 146 150 146 146 130 128 
1926 ................ 125 125 127 127 121 125 124 124 128 131 122 124 
1927 ................ 124 127 130 133 135 136 ·141 144 150 152 158 160 
1928 ................ 166 166 161 160 160 166 178 182 189 185 174 168 
1929 ................ 161 161 163 171 175 175 185 178 172 168 160 161 

1925 ................ 165 146 153 153 153 146 15.1 161 161 171 181 181 
1926 ................ 177 165 165 157 157 161 157 153 161 165 173 185 
1927 ................ 181 177 181 185 173 165 161 161 169 177 181 189 
1928 ..•••..••.••.••• 189 185 181 181 177 177 177 177 185 189 189 193 
1929 ................ 189 185 193 185 181 177 173 173 177 181 181 173 

1930 ................ 161 161 164 158 153 147 130 121 136 133 128 124 
19.11 ................ 124 III 108 110 99 94 95 99 99 95 103 85 
19.12 ................ 78 69 75 75 67 67 92 92 94 83 78 64 
19.13 ................ 61 61 64 64 74 74 74 74 72 71 67 63 
1934 ................ 63 71 73 76 86 86 83 83 99 88 86 78 

1930 ................ 153 146 142 149 146 134 130 142 149 149 146 130 
1931. •••••..••.••••• 144 106 114 110 94 90 94 98 110 130 122 118 1932 ................ 106 87 87 83 75 67 67 79 79 75 79 B7 1933 ................ 83 71 67 75 87 87 98 83 87 87 90 83 1934 ................ 75 90 98 90 90 94 94 98 98 102 114 114 

1935 ................ III 125 133 139 141 128 124 132 ... 
---- 1935 ................ 126 ISO 130 138 110 98 94 98 '" '" ... 



Monthl,!' Inde" of Iowa Farm Price of 'Poultr,!' (1910·14 = 100). Monthl,!' Index of Iowa Farm Price of Com (1910.14 = 100). 

Year ]an. Feb. Mar. Apr. May ]une Iuly Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Year Ian. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Iune Iuly Aug. Sept. Oct. Noy. Dec. 

----I-------f-- ---- ----------------
1910 ................ 104 108 110 112 110 110 113 110 106 100 93 88 
1911 ................ 88 90 92 92 92 92 94 96 96 90 82 82 
1912 ................ 88 92 95 98 98 96 99 102 104 102 96 96 
1913 ................ 98 102 104 106 108 108 114 123 120 118 106 109 
1914 ............. .' .. 107 112 112 114 120 118 112 123 123 lOS 107 100 

1910 ................ 98 100 98 95 93 98 102 106 98 8J 72 68 
1011. ............... 68 70 72 76 80 87 98 106 106 lOS 104 98 
1912 ................ 102 106 110 123 133 129 125 125 121 106 80 68 
19\3 ................ 70 72 76 81 91 97 100 114 125 119 114 113 
1914 ................ lOS 106 110 112 115 119 121 129 lJ3 123 110 106 

1915 ................ 101 108 109 III 114 106 108 112 116 110 110 107 
1916 ................ 108 115 118 120 125 126 130 139 142 144 144 143 
1917.: .............. 143 151 153 163 166 159 161 ISS 182 179 158 163 

m::::::::~:::::::: 174 198 192 208 202 198 225 235 239 204 197 190 
209 202 21S 230 245 235 235 245 235 204 194 194 

1915 ................ 117 125 121 125 129 129 133 134 129 117 104 102 
1916 ................ 114 117 119 125 127 129 134 142 144 146 150 151 
1917 ................ 159 170 193 238 271 286 339 348 318 290 231 216 
1918 ................ 229 242 255 261 261 257 269 280 272 238 223 244 
1919 ................ 246 235 248 278 299 310 331 333 286 231 219 231 

1920 ................ 211 239 250 264 258 248 256 266 266 215 204' 174 
1921. ...........•... 194 225 215 204 194 174 194 21S 184 163 163 174 
1922 ................ 184 184 184 184 194 174 184 174 174 .153 148 153 
1923 ................ 154 171 163 174 174 174 184 184 184 163 147 ·146 
1924 ................ 153 166 172 173 181 179 182 188 187 188 174 171 

1920 .. : ............. 238 242 254 278 305 318 286 257 218 151 106 93 
1921. ............... 91 87 87 80 80 83 85 80 72 61 53 59 
1922: ......... , ..... 64 78 87 87 91 95 95 95 95 98 102 110 
1923 ................ 110 114 117 125 133 136 140 140 144 144 133 114 
1924 ................ 119 125 125 127 125 129 178 193 199 191 180 195 

1925 ................ 169 175 · 186 193 190 192 193 192 192 184 J74 191 
1926 ................ 213 209 · 209 213 218 215 224 218 204 196 186 191' 
1927 ........... : .... 197 198 197 195 190 . 171 174 182 179 183 183 183 
1928 ................ 186 190 187 189 191 191 197 201 219. 212 212 . 209 
1929 ................ 208 212 215 216 224 228 223 227 220 ·199 180. 163 

1925 ................ 204 208 195 172 185 195 187 185 167 133 115 108 
1926 ................ 114 108 102 100 106 108 117 138 131 127 110 108 
1927 ................ 110 112 108 110 131 161 167 180 170 157 131 140 
1928 ................ 136 144 153 161 185 180 178 168 168 145 125 125 
1929 ................ 134 148 148 Itl 142 Itl 153 163 170 159 134 131 

1930 ................ 173 184 181 188 181 168 146 164 170 153 146 138 
1931. ............... 151 141 152 154 136 148 148 162 ISS 126 135 128 
1932 ................ 124 109 113 111 107 89 102 110 112 . 93" 88 77 
1933 ...... ; .......... 75 '80 76 82 92 82 92 86 83 77 69 68 
1934 •• · ••• .' .......... 78 87 !l4 !IS 96 !IS 104 103 129 110 113 110 

1930 ................ 131 131 121 131 129 131 129 159 161 140 106 112 
1931. ............... 106 97 95 91 89 85 89 81 70 53 66 61 
1932 ................ 61 55 55 51 47 44 47 47 40 26 25 23 
1933 ................ 23 23 25 38 59 57 89 70 68 45 61 66 
1934 ................ 70 68 70 68 72 89 96 127 134 134 142 170 

1935 .••• , ............ 120 130 130 138 139 144 127 137 ... ... .. , ." 1935 .•.••••••••••••• 165 159 lSI 157 155 146 144 1tl .. , ... .., .. , 
Monthl,!' Inde" of·lowa Farm Price of Egg. (1910·14 = 100) • Monthl,!' Inde" of Iowa Farm Price of Oat. (1910·14 = 100). 

... 
Year ·]an. Feb; Mar. Apr. May ]une 1uly Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Year ]an. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Iune Iuly Aug. Sept . Oct. Nov. Dec. 

. . 
- ------------- ---- ----------------------

1910 ................ 166 142 118 106 106 95 89 95 106 124 142 154 
1911. .... : .......... 142 106 83 83 83 71 71 77 95 106 130 154 
1912 ................ 166 154 U8 101 95 95 95 !IS 106 118 142 142 
1913 .... · .............. 136 118 101 89 89 . 95 89 83 95 112 136 171 
1914 ................ 160 154 130 95 95 95 95 95 112 124 124' ·154 

1910 ................ 116 119 119 113 107 104 104 93 81 81 78 78 
1911. ............... 78 75 75 75 81 93 102 104 110 116 119 119 
1912 ................ 122 128 133 142 145 136 116 87 75 81 81 81 
1913 ................ 81 81 81 84 87 93 99 99 104 104 99 99 
1914 ................ 102 99 99 99 99 102 99 90 113 116 113 119 

1915 ................ 166 177 130 95 101 95 89 89 95 118 136 160 
1916 ................ 166 160 130 101 106 124 130 130 124 130 136 142 
1917 ................ 207 213 195 148 177 183 160 166' 189 201 207' 231 
1918 .............. :. 248' 278 225 177 183 166 . 166 195 195 231 248 301 
1919 ................. 331 266 177 201 219 225 201 219 219 242 301 337 

1915 ................ 125 139 145 148 145 139 122 125 93 87 90 93 
1916 ................ 104 125 113 110 110 107 104 102 113 119 f31 139 
1917 ................ 133 148 148 162 183 177 180 197 148 157 157 183 
1918 ................ 206 220 241 244 238 200 206 194 180 186 180 186 
1919 ................ 186 157 157 168 186 180 189 203 183 174 177 186 

1920 ................ 372 313 248 219 219 213 201 225 242 272 312 361 
1921. . '. ............. 331 272 154 106 101 95 118 148 160 177 242 284 
1922 ................ 236 160 130 118 124 124 106 101 106 171 225 260 
1923 ................ 236 154 • 136 130 124 106 106' 118 160 189 254 242 
1924 ................ 189 183 106 106 112 118 124 148 183 213 242 266 

1920 ................ 203 218 218 238 264 270 278 191 171 139 122 104 
1921. ............... 107 93 99 90 81 87 78 73 61 67 61 67 
1922 ................ 73 78 87 84 87 89 87 78 73 81 93 102 
1923 ................ 107 104 110 107 113 110 107 87 90 96 102 107 
1924 ................ 110 116 119 119 119 122 133 125 119 128 122 139 

1925 ................ 272 195 130 136 142 148 . 154· 166 160 207 ·248. 260 
1926 ................ 189 148 130 148 148 148 142 142 171 201 236 260 
1927 ................ 195 160 112 118 112 89 112 124 154 195 219 236 
1928 ................ 213 154 130 136 148 136 142 148 165 177 195 230 
1929 ................. 166 171 154 130 142 148 148 160 183 201 236 254 

1925 ................ 148 148 131 110 119 128 116 102 96 93 93 99 
1926 ................ 104 99 99 99 102 99 96 99 93 102 102 104 
1927 ................ 113 113 116 113 122 131 125 116 116 122 122 133 
1928 ................ 136 142 148 154 171 171 154 90 93 101 102 110 
1929 ................ 113 122 119 116 116 107 110 107 113 116 110 110 

1930 ................ 201 160 112 118 106 95 89 100 124 118 154 136 
1931. ............... 106 65 100 89 68 70 74 88 89 110 137 130 
1932 ................ 83 63 49 52 57 51 59 77 85 118 141 159 
1933 ................ 108 52 50 56 70 46 66 57 72 99 120 103 
1934 ................ 89 78 77 74 74 64 65 87 110 115 148 146 

1930 ................ 110 110 104 107 102 99 84 93 93 87 75 81 
1931. ............... 78 75 75 7S 70 67 61 49 49 49 61 61 
1932 ................ 61 61 61 61 55 49 41 35 35 28 29 29 

1933 ................ 29 29 29 29 52 58 104 78 78 61 78 78 
1934 ................ 81 84 81 75 78 104 110 122 136 139 142 154 

1935 ................ 138 143 105 117 124 115 119 121 '" ... ... ... 1935 ................ 154 154 151 142 130 104 78 64 .. , ... .. , ." _. 
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TABLE 16. MONTHLY INDEX OF IOWA FARM PRIOES BY OOMMODITIES-Oontinued. 

Month!,. Indez of Iowa Farm Price of Wheat (1910·14 = 100). 

Year Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

--------------------
1910 •.••..•••.••.... 113 114 114 113 III 108 111 112 108 106 102 99 
1911 ...•.••.••••..•• 101 99 94 96 96 96 94 94 100 105 105 104 
1912 .....•••.•••.... I~~ 106 108 111 114 115 107 99 96 95 94 91 
1913 .•..•••••••••••• 94 93 93 94 94 96 92 92 91 88 89 
1914' .••.•••.•••.•••• 89 91 93 93 94 95 91 86 106 111 113 113 

1915 ....•••.•••••.•• 121 148 161 148 160 154 124 122 108 102 105 102 
1916 •..•.••••••....• 114 121 115 112 114 111 111 119 148 160 182 183 
1917 .•••. : •..••.•••• ' 173 193 188 211 271 278 253 271 239 235 231 234 
1918 .••...••.••••.•. 234 238 239 245 243 242 238 235 234 236 232 235 
1919 ....•.••••••..•• 239 238 239 246 260 251 246 239 232 229 232 235 

1920 ............•.•• 248 256 252 252 268 278 278 253 243 239 208 163 
1921. . " ....•....••• 159 158 163 141 126 140 125 118 111 115 102 104 
1922 •..••••••.•..•.•• 105 106 132 127 134 128 114 109 98 106 108 116 
1923 ................ 119 115 116 119 124 120 107 94 101 104 109 105 
1924 ................ 109 112 112 107 107 lOS 122 132 129 140 144 153 

1925 ................ 174 195 192 162 171 171 155 1611 166 153 160 176 
1926 ................ 185 180 17t 166 167 165 146 146 140 143 142 146 
1927 .•..•.•.•.••••.• 145 145 143 138 .. 145 151 149 145 142 139 135 139 
1928 ................ 138 139 142 148 163 155 143 115 109 119 116 119 
1929 ................ 120 122 124 119 109 108 119 IJ4 132 132 122 126 

1930 ................ 126 119 109 109 105 102 85 91 86 81 74 78 
1931 ..•..•.......•.. 74 73 74 74 74 71 47 44 44 44 56 51 
1932 ................ 49 49 51 51 48 46 40 44 44 41 40 38 
1933 ................ 40 40 42 52 68 71 103 88 85 75 86 83 
1934 ................ 83 87 85 82 82 98 98 109 113 109 109 116 

1935 ................ 112 110 105 109 109 96 92 100 ... ... ... .. . 

Month),. Indoz of Iowa Farm Prices of Ra,. (1910·14 = 100). 

Year Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. 

1910 ................ 79 96 94 88 
1911 ................ 92 88 85 83 
1912 ................ 120 134 134 152 
1913 ................ 99 95 89 98 
1914 ................ 100 102 97 100 

1915 ..•...•••.•.•••. 109 119 123 131 
1916 .••••••••••••••• 91 95 93 94 
1917 ....•••••••.•••• 97 103 lOS III 
1918 ..••.•.••••.•••. 193 212 200 183 
1919 •.•••••••••••••• 186 192 198 199 

1920 •••. 1 ••••.•••••• 189 198 214 212 
1921. ... :: •••••••... 154 115 126 121 
1922 ...••••..••••••• 98 97 100 100 
1923 ....•••••••••••• 110 104 108 112 
1924 ..... : ••••••••••• 127 132 137 143 

1925 ••.•••••••••.••• 108 111 107 118 
1926 ................ 137 137 140 136 
1927 •••••••••••••••• 153 160 160 158 
1928 ................ 122 119 119 119 
1929 .•.•...•••••••.. 129 139 147 142 

1930 ................ 97 96 92 92 
1931. ..••••..•...••. 98 88 82 SJ 
1932 •••••••••.•.•.•• SJ 89 94 102 
1933 •••••••••••.••.. 54 49 47 50 
1934 ................ 61 65 71 75 

1935 ..•.....••..•••• 16J 172 176 169 

disappear, and by the end of 1920 
the relationship was reversed. 
The index of retail prices during 
that year was 13 points above the 
index for Iowa farm prices. Since 
then the price relationship has 
been more or less unfavorable to 
farmers. During the years be
tween 1925 and 1929 the farmer 
was in a fairly good position in 
the price structure, due chiefly to 
favorable livestock prices, but re-

May June ]uly Aug. SePt., Oct., Nov. Dec. 

81 81 82 86 90 91 92 91 
84 84 111 132 121 116 120 117 

160 149 122 92 SJ 81 86 86 
91 93 86 80 92 96 98 98 

102 106 102 96 105 lOS 102 103 

128 126 114 93 91 91 91 89 
96 100 97 85 8S 86 89 92 

126 144 147 134 148 148 161 171 
168 158 157 142 157 174 175 18S 
215 219 19' 171 171 168 169 177 

227 227 220 ISJ 181 182 158 165 
117 114 lOS 100 104 100 92 95 
102 103 102 96 99 98 97 102 
114 117 116 113 113 118 118 121' 
142 137 132 120 119 112 115 102 

109 106 113 116 112 111 127 .130, 
148 144 136 147 141 144 ISO 149 
158 153 127 118 114 117 117 124 
127 132 123 122 1Z1 119 122 127 
137 131 104 lOS 97 9J 102 97 .. 

92 93 86 95 100 99 100 99 
83 81 83 83 SJ 79 80 88 

100 88 72 71 65 60 59 58 
49 50 53 56 61 59 6J 60 
82 106 119 146 142 147 155 160 

168 140 85 68 '" ... . .. . .. 

tail prices remained at a level 
slightly higher than farm prices. 
Since 1929 the principle that re
tail goods lag in price movements, , 
especially in comparison with 
farm prices, has been re-verified. 
Farm prices were among the first 
to feel the depression and have 
shown an extremely sharp decline 
since then. Retail prices have de
clined also but at a more moder
ate rate, and the disparity between 

the prices paid farmers and the • 
prices they pay for commodities 
became wider than ever.. The in
dex of. Iowa farm prices for 1933 
was 57. For prices farmers pay, 
or retail prices, it was 109, a mar
gin of 52 points of disadvantage 
to the farmer. 

Exchange Value of Iowa Farm 
Products 

The exchange value or purc4as
ing power of farm products illus
trates more accurately than farm 
prices the periods of good and 
bad times for farmers. The index 
of Iowa exchange value is de
termined by finding the ratio' of 
prices Iowa farmers receive to 
prices United States farmers pay. 
The index of exchange value for 
the whole country is determined 
by finding the ratio of the index 
of. United States farm prices to 
the index of prices paid. 

Figure 15 shows the trend of 
exchan.z-e value of Iowa and 
United States farm prices since 
1910 to 1933. The exchange values 
of Iowa and United States farm 
prices for the'5-year period before 
the World War have been taken 
as 100 percent. In 1917 the rela
tionship had changed somewhat, 
and the value of Iowa farm prod
ucts had been so far enhanced that 
the farmer could buy over 20 per
cent more with a fixed quantity of 
farm goods than he could with 
the same quantity in the pre-war 
'Period. 

Since 1920 the exchange value 
. of both national and Iowa farm 
products has been below that 
which prevailed from 1910-14. 

Iowa Farm Price Levels 
Compared 

In February 1929, the year pre
ceding the depression, the Iowa 
farm price level was 40 percent 
higher than the 1910-14 level. 
Four years later, February 1933, 
the state's price level had dropped 
5S percent below the pre-war 
level. In comparison, the Febru
ary 1929 farm price level for the 
whole United States was 45 per
cent higher than the pre-war level. 
By February 1933 it was 45 per
cent' below the pre-war price level. 



During this 4-year period, Feb
ruary, 1929-33, the price level of 
Iowa's farm products had been re
duced 70 percent. The national 
price level had similarly been re
duced 62 percent. 

Figure 16 shows the price 
change of Iowa farm products 
since 1929, and changes for these 
products grouped into livestock, 
grains, butter, eggs and poultry. 

In comparing the two impor
tant groups of farm commodities, 

. livestock and grains, the grain 
group shows the sharpest decline, 
falling from 131 to 31 percent of 
the base period, a decline of 76 
percent. The corn' price decline 
exceeded by far that of the other 
two grains, oats and wheat. It 
declined 84 percent in the 4-year 
period. The price level of wheat 
during the same time declined 
67 percent, and the oat price level 
dropped 76 percent. 

In February 1929, the corn price 
level was 148 percent of the 1910-
14 fverage. In 1933 it was 23 per
cent of the level for the same 
period. The index of the oat 
price level for February 1929 was 
122 percent of the 1910-14 level, 
and in February 1933 it had de
clined to 29 percent of the pre
war level. The wheat price level 
in February 1929 was 122 percent 
of the 1910-14 average, and for 
the same date 4 years later, the 
price level bad declined to 40 per
cent of pre-war .. 
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Fig. 20. During the 24-year period, 1910-1933, it required an average of 13.2 
bushels of corn to buy 100 pounds of live hogs in Iowa. The average ratio of corn 
to hog prices at Chicago was 11.9 in this period. Data in tableS 21 and 22. 

level of butter prices in Iowa stood 
at 185 percent of the five-year 
(1910-14) average of 100. In 1933, 
the same month, the price level 
had declined to 71 percent of the 
pre-war level. 

Of the 10 leading Iowa farm 
products, cattle, poultry and but
ter declined the least during this 
4-year period. Iowa corn showed 
the highest percentage of decline. 
Iowa hogs, furnishing annually 
approximately 44 percent of the 
state's gross income, declined 69 
percent. The seriousness of this 

decline in hog pri~es has been 
brought home to the Iowa farmer 
during the past 4 years. 

Unequal Decline in Prices Since 
July 1929 

Various types of prices decline 
at different rates during periods' 
of recession. Figure 17 shows the 
downward trend of wholesale, re
tail and farm prices from July 
1929 to July 1933. 

Prices of raw materials, especi
ally farm prices, are extremely 
sensitive to influences which affect 

During the 4-year period since 
February 1929, the price level llf 
Iowa eggs declined 70 percent .. 
In February 1929 the price level 2 

of Iowa eggs was 171 percent I j'-15E~;~I~tj]~rj~~ of the pre-war level and in the 
same month of 1933 it had de- --l--l--+-I-I-UJ.,--l-~ 
. elined until it was only 52 per
cent of the 1910-14 level. 

In the 4-year period from Feb- "'01--1---1--
ruary 1929 to February 1933 the ~ 
level of Iowa poultry prices de- ~ IOI,----l-_�_ 
clined 62 percent. In February 
1929 the price level of Iowa poul
try was 212 percent of the pre
war level, and in the same month 
of 1933, it had declined to 80 per
cent of the 1910-14 average. 

For the same period the price 
level of butter also declined 62 
percent. In February 1929 the 

Fig. 21. This chart shows the relationship between the corn-hog ratio in Iowa, 
the number of bushels of corn that will buy 100 pounds of hog, to swine market
ings from Iowa. After periods in which it takes more than the average number 
of bushels of corn to purchase 10'0 pounds of hog there appear periods of increased 
swine marketings and vice versa. Data 'in. Tables 22 and 29. 



TABLE 17. MONTHLY FARM PRICES PAID TO IOWA PRODUCERS. 
Hog. (Dollarl per 100 Pounds) Corn (Cents per Bushel) 

Vear Annual Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nay. Dec. Vear Annual Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

------------------------ -------------------------------
1910 ........ 8.17 7.80 8.10 9.60 9.50 8.60 8.80 8.20 7.60 8.40 1.90 1.30 6.90 
1911 ........ 6.20 7.50 6.90 6.40 5.80 5.40 5.40 5.90 6.90 6.60 5.90 5.10 5.60 
1912 ........ 6.82 5.60 5.10 6.00 7.20 1.10 6.90 6.90 1.60 1.80 8.20 1 20 7.00 
1913 ........ 1.67 6.90 7.50 8.10 8.50 7.70 8.00 8.30 1.90 7.10 1.60 1.30 1.10 
1914 ........ 7.66 7.70 8.00 8.10 8.10 7.80 7.50 8.00 8.50 8.30 7.20 6.80 6.50 

1908 ........ ..... .48 .49 .52 .56 .61 .64 .66 .69 .69 .60 .52 .52 
1909 ........ .51 .53 .56 .60 .64 .66 .66 .63 .60 .56 .50 .50 
1910 ........ .49 .52 .53 .52 .50 .49 .52 .54 .56 .52 .44 .38 .36 
1911 ........ .47 .36 .37 .38 .40 .42 .46 .52 .56 .56 .57 .55 .52 
1912 ........ .50 .54 .56 .58 .65 .70 .68 .66 .66 .64 .56 .42 .36 -

1915 ........ 6.49 640 6.20 6.20 6.50 6.90 7.00 6.90 6.40 6.70 7.40 6.10 5.80 
1916 .... ~ ... 8.63 6.20 1.50 9.00 9.00 9.10 8.80 9.10 9.30 9.90 9.00 9.10 9.10 
1911 ........ 14.43 9.80 11.40 13.80 15.30 15.10 14.80 14.50 15.10 16.90 16.90 15.80 16.20 
1918 ........ 16.39 15.60 15.30 16.20 16.40 16.60 15.80 16.30 18.00 18.40 17.00 16.40 16.40 
1919 ........ 16.81 16.40 16.50 11.40 18.10 19.50 19.30 20.80 20.10 15.50 13.40 14.50 12.30 

19\3 ........ .57 .37 .38 .40 .43 .48 .51 .53 .60 .66 .63 .60 .59 
1914 ........ .61 .57 .56 .58 .59 .61 .63 .64 .68 .70 .65 .58 .56 
1915 ........ .64 .62 .66 .64 .66 .68 .68 .70 .11 .68 .62 .55 .54 
1916 ........ .10 .60 .62 .63 .66 .67 .68 .71 .15 .76 .71 .79 .80 
1917 ........ 1.29 .84 .90 1.02 1.26 1.43 1.51 1.79 1.84 1.68 1.53 1.22 1.14 

1920 ........ 13.02 13.50 13.80 13.00 13.10 13.50 13.40 14.00 14.00 14.60 1.1.80 11.70 8.30 
1921. ....... 1.61 8.10 8.40 9.20 7.10 1.40 1.00 8.30 9.10 6.90 6.90 6.10 6.00 
1922 ........ 8.52 6.80 8.80 9.10 9.40 9.60 9.60 9.50 8.60 7.90 8.20 1.40 1.40 
1923 ...•... 6.91 7.10 1.50 1.40 1.40 7.00 6.00 6.00 6.60 1.90 1.00 6.20 6.10 
1924 ......... 1.34 6.40 6.30 6.50 6.10 6.60 6.40 6.50 8.70 8.10 10.00 8.5U 8.20 

1918 ........ 1.33 1.21 1.28 1.35 1.38 1.38 1.36 1.42 1.48 1.44 1.26 1.18 1.29 
1919 ........ 1.41 1.30 1.24 1.31 1.47 1.58 1.64 1. 75 I. 76 1.50 1.22 1.16 1.22 
1920 ........ 1.21 1.26 1.28 1.34 1.47 1.61 1.68 1.51 1.36 1. 15 .80 .56 .49 
1921. ....... .41 .48 .46 .46 .42 .42 .44 .45 .42 .38 .32 .28 .31 
1922 ........ .48 .34 .41 .46 .46 .48 .50 .50 .50 .50 .52 .54 .58 

1925 ........ 11.08 9.50 9.80 12.60 12.20 11.20 11.10 12.50 12.40 11.50 10.90 10.30 10.20 
1926 ........ 11.62 10.80 11.80 11.70 11.40 12.00 13.00 12.10 11.20 11.10 11.90 11.10 10.80 
1927 ........ 9.49 10.90 11.30 10.90 10.20 9.20 8.00 8.20 8.90 '.60 10.10 8.80 7.80 
1928 ........ 8.61 1.60 1.40 1.30 1.80 9.00 8.80 8.90 10.20 11.60 9.40 8.30 7.90 
1929 ........ 9.48 8.10 9.00 10.60 10.80 10.20 9.90 10.60 10.20 9.40 8.90 8.40 8.50 

1923 ........ .67 .58 .60 .62 .66 .70 .72 .14 .74 .76 .76 .70 .60 
1924 ........ .82 .63 .66 .66 .67 .66 .68 .94 1.02 1.05 1.01 .95 1.03 
1925 ........ .86 1.08 \.10 1.03 .91 .98 1.03 .99 .98 .88 .70 .61 .57 
1926 ........ .60 .60 .57 .54 .53 .56 .57 .62 .73 .69 .67 .58 .57 
1927 ........ .74 .58 .59 .57 .58 .69 .85 .88 .95 .90 .83 .69 .74 

1930 ........ 8.80 8.80 9.10 9.80 9.20 9.10 8.20 8.20 8.50 9.60 8.80 8.10 1.30 
1931. ....... 5.64 7.10 6.40 6.80 6.80 6.10 5.40 6.00 5.90 5.20 4.40 4.10 3.40 
1932 ........ 3.21 3.40 3.20 3.80 a.40 2.10 2.50 4.20 3.90 3.55 3.00 2.80 2.40 
1933 ........ 3.37 2.40 2.80 3.20 3.20 4.10 4.00 3.95 3.70 3.60 4.10 3.60 2.10 
1934 ........ 4.23 2.85 3.80 3.80 .1.40 3.00 3.60 4.00 4.85 6.20 5.10 5.10 5.10 

1928 ........ .81 .12 .76 .81 .85 .98 .95 .94 .89 .89 .77 .16 .66 
1929 ........ .77 .71 .78 .78 .16 .75 .16 .81 .86 .90 .84 .71 .69 
1930 ........ .69 .69 .69 .64 .69 .68 .68 .68 .84 .85 .74 .56 .59 
1931. ....... .44 .56 .51 .50 .48 .47 .45 .47 .43 .37 .28 .35 .32 
1932 ........ .23 .32 .29 .29 .27 .25 .23 .25 .25 .21 .14 .13 .12 

1935.. ...... ..... 7.20 7.60 8.60 8.83 8.40 8.80 8.80 10.90 .... .... . ... .... 1933 ........ .26 .12 .12 .13 .20 .31 .30 .47 .37 .36 .24 .32 .35 
1934 ........ .55 .37 .36 .37 .36 .38 .47 .51 .67 .71 .71 .75 .90 
1935 ........ .... .87 .84 .80 .83 .82 .17 .16 .76 .... . ... .... .... 

Beef Oattle (Dollars per 100 Pounds). Oats (Oent. per Bushel) 

Vear Annual Ian. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Iune Iuly Aug. Sept. Oct. Nay. Dec. 

Vear Annual Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nay. Dec. --------------------
----------------------

1910 ........ 5.85 5.40 5.00 5.80 6.20 5.90 5.60 5.30 5.10 5.20 5.00 4.90 4.70 
1911 ........ 5.57 5.10 5.00 5.00 5.10 4.90 4.90 4.80 5.20 5.00 5.10 5.10 5.20 
1912 ........ 6. t1 5.40 5.40 5.60 6.00 6.20 6.20 6.50 6.80 6.80 6.80 6.40 6.70 
19\3 ........ 7.02 6.50 6.80 7.10 7.40 7.10 7.10 7.20 7.00 7.20 7.10 7.10 6.90 
1914 ........ 7.33 7.00 7.30 7.40 7.40 7.30 7.40 7.70 7.80 7.70 7.40 7.00 6.90 

1908 ........ .... .42 .42 .44 .46 .46 .44 .44 .44 .43 .42 .42 .42 
1909 ........ .42 .44 .46 .48 .50 .50 .46 .38 .34 .34 .34 .36 
1910 ........ .34 .40 .41 .41 .39 .37 .36 .36 .32 .28 .28 .27 .27 
1911 ........ .34 .27 .26 .26 .26 .28 .32 .35 .36 .38 .40 .41 .41 
1912 ........ .36 .42 .44 .46 .49 .50 .47 .40 .30 .26 .28 .28 .28 

1913 ........ .33 .28 .28 .28 .30 .31 .33 .34 .35 .36 .35 .34 .34 

1915 ........ 6." 6.10 6.50 6.50 6.60 7.00 7.30 7.80 7.40 7.10 7.20 6.80 6.70 
1916 ........ 7.53 6.90 7.20 7.60 7.70 8.00 8.50 8.20 7.80 8.10 7.80 7.80 7.90 
1917 ........ 9.72 8.20 8.90 8.70 10.10 10.20 10.30 10.20 10.20 10.60 10.40 10.10 9.70 
1918 ... · ..... 11.70 9.90 10.30 10.40 11.90 12.70 12.60 12.80 12.30 12.90 11.90 11.90 11.70 
1919; ....... 12.45 12.40 12.80 tl.50 14.10 \3.60 11.90 12.30 12.60 11.80 10.10 11.50 11.60 

1914 ........ .36 .34 .34 .34 .34 .34 .34 .32 .35 .40 .40 .40 .42 
1915 ........ .41 .46 .49 .50 .50 .49 .45 .42 .38 .31 .30 .32 .34 
1916 ........ .40 .40 .41 .38 .38 .38 .36 .36 .37 .40 .43 .46 .47 
1917 ........ .57 .48 .51 .54 .60 .62 .62 .65 '.60 .52 .54 .58 .67 

1918 ........ .10 .74 .80 .84 .83 .76 .70 .69 .64 .63 .63 .. 63 .64 

1920 ........ 10.24 11.10 10.50 10.80 10.80 10.00 11.90 10.60 10.40 10.90 9.80 9.00 7.00 
1921. ....... 6.48 7.00 6.30 7.30 6.90 6.80 6.10 6.40 6.90 6.10 6.00 5.70 5.80 
1922 ........ 6.83 5.80 6.00 6.40 6.50 6.70 7.00 7.60 7.20 7 .• 10 7.90 7.30. 7.30 
1923 ........ 7.30 7.00 7.00 6.70 7.40 7.10 7.90 7.70 7.50 8.20 7.60 7.00 7.00 
1924 ........ 7.40 7.00 7.10 7.20 7.50 7.60 7.50 7.30 7.80 7.60 8.00 7.50 7.10 

1919 ........ .62 .~9 .54 .56 .61 .63 .64 .68 .66 .62 .60 .62 .67 
1920 ........ .68 .72 .75 .78 .86 .92 .94 .81 .62 .54 .45 .39 .36 
1921 ........ .27 .34 .33 .32 .30 .29 .28 .26 .23 .22 .22 .22 .24 
1922 ........ .29 .26 .28 .30 .30 .30 .30 .28 .26 .26 .30 .34 .36 

1923 ........ .35 .36 .37 .. 38 .38 .38 .38 .34 .30 .32 .34 .36 .37 

1925 ........ 8.43 7.40 7.30 8.00 8.90 8.20 8.50 9.30 9.60 9.30 9.30 8.30 8.20 
1926 ....... 7.98 8.00 8.00 8.10 8.10 7.70 8.00 7.90 1.90 8.20 8.40 7.80 7.90 
1927 ... · ..... 8.92 7.90 8.10 8.30 8.50 8.60 8.70 9.00 9.20 9.60 9.70 10.10 10.20 
1928 ........ 10.85 10.60 10.60 10.30 10.20 10.20 10.60 11.40 11.60 12.10 11.80 11.10 10.70 
1929 ........ 10.78 10.30 10.30 10.40 10.90 11.20 11.20 11.80 11.40. 11.00 10.70 10.20 10.30 

1924 ........ .42 .38 .40 .41 .41 .41 .42 .46 .43 .41 .44 .42 .48 
1925 ........ .39 .51 .51 .45 .38 .41 .44 .40 .35 .33 .32 .32 .34 
1926 ........ .34 .36 .34 .34 .34 .35 .34 .33 .34 .32 .35 .35 .36 
1927 ........ .41 .39 .39 .40 .39 .42 .45 .43 .40 .40 .42 .42 .46 

1928 ........ .43 .41 .49 .51 .53 .59 .59 .53 .31 .32 .35 .35 .38 

1930 ........ 9.24 10.30 10.30 10.50 10.10 9.80 8.30 8.30 1.70 8.10 8.50 8.20 7.90 
1931 ........ 6.54 7.90 7.10 6.90 7.00 6.30 6.00 6.10 6.30 6.30 6.10 6.60 5.40 
1932 ........ 4.91 5.00 4.40 4.80 4.80 4.30 4.30 5.90 5.90 6.00 5.30 5.00 4.10 
19.13 ........ 4.32 3.90 3.90 4.10 4.10 4.70 4.70 4.70 4.70 4.60 4.55 4.25 4.00 
1934 ........ 5.17 4.00 4.55 4.65 4.85 5.50 5.50 5.30 5.30 6.30 5.60 5.50 5.00 

1929 ........ .39 .39 .42 .41 .40 .40 .37 .38 .37 .39 .40 .38 .38 
1930 ........ .33 .38 .38 .36 .37 .35 .29 .29 .32 .32 .30 .26 .28 
1931. ....... .21 .27 .26 .26 .26 .24 .23 .21 .17 .17 .17 .21 .21 
1932 ........ .IS .21 .21 .21 .21 .19 .17 .14 .12 .12 .10 .10 .10 

1933 ........ .21 .10 .10 .10 .13 .18 .20 .36 .27 .27 .21 .27 .27 

1935 ........ ..... 7.10 8.00 8.S0 8.90 9.00 8.20 7.90 8.40 .... . .... .... ' .... 19,M ........ .37 .28 .29 .28 .26 .27 .36 .38 .42 .47 .48 .49 .53 
1935 ....... . ... .53 .53 .52 .49 .45 .36 .27 .22 . ... .... . ... . ... 



Sheep (Donan per 100 Pounds). Ecc. (per DO •• D). 

Year Annual Jan. Feb. Mar. A"r. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

--------------
Year Annual Jan'l~ Mar. I Apr. May June July AUI. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

I-

1929 ........ 6.49 7.10 7.80 7.70 7.40 6.90 7.30 6.30 6.20 6.20 5.90 5.90 5.90 
1930 ........ 4.64 5.90 6.20 6.00 5.80 5.40 5.40 4.50 3.80 4.10 3.90 3.70 4.00 
1931. ....... 2.86 3.80 3.80 4.00 4.10 3.60 3.40 2.50 2.50 2.20 2.30 2.50 2.20 
1932 ........ 1.96 2.00 2.20 2.60 2.60 2.00 1.90 1.90 1.90 2.00 2.00 1.95 1.65 
1933 ........ 2.25 I. 75 2.10 2.05 2.05 2.65 2.40 2.20 2.35 2.25 2.40 2.20 2.65 
19.14 ........ 2.87 2.75 3.75 3.55 3.40 3.00 3.00 2.75 2.35 2.30 2.30 2.45 2.90 
1935 ....... .... 3.70 3.80 3.90 4.20 4.10 3.70 3.45 3.50 .... .... .... .... 

1929 ........ .26 .28 .29 .26 .22 .24 .25 .25 .21 .31 .34 .40 .43 
1930 ........ .19 .34 .27 .19 .20 .18 .16 .IS .17 .21 .20 .26 .23 
1931 ........ :14 .18 .11 .17 .151 .115 .119 .125 .149 .150 .186 .232 .22 
1932 ........ .11 .141 .107 .083 .088 .096 .086 .099 .\30 .143 .20 .238 .269 
1933 ........ .11 .182 .088 .085 .094 .118 .077 .122 .096 .122 .168 .203 .174 
1934 ........ .159 .15 .\32 .131 .126 .125 .109 .110 .148 .186 .195 .25 .H7 
1935 ........ . .... .233 .242 .177 .198 .209 .195 .201 .205 .... .... . ... .... 

Poultry (per Pound). 

Wheat (Dollara per Bushel). 1929 ........ .191 .204 .208 .210 .211 .219 .223 .218 .222 .215 .195 .176 .160 
1930 ........ .154 .169 .180 .177 .184 .177 .IM .'43 .161 .166 .ISO .\43 US 
1931. ....... .136 .148 .138 .149 .151 .13.1 .145 .145 .159 .152 .123 .132 .125 

1929 ........ 1.07 1.02 1.04 1.05 1.01 .9l .92 1.02 1.14 1.12 1.12 1.04 \.07 
1930 ........ .79 1.07 1.01 .93 .93 .89 .87 .72 .77 .73 .69 .63 .66 
193\. ....... .47 .63 ,62 .63 .63 .63 .60 .40 .37 .37 .37 .48 .43 
1932 ........ .37 .42 .42 .43 .43 .41 .39 .34 .37 37 .. 15 .34 . 32 

1932 ........ .095 .121 .107 .111 .109 .105 .087 .10 . \08 .11 .091 .OM .075 
19.13 ........ .074 .07.1 .078 .074 .080. .090 .080 .09 .OR4 .ORI 075 .068 .067 
1934 ........ .199 .076 .085 .092 .093 .094 .093 .102 .101 .126 .108 .111 .108 
1935 ........ ..... .117 .127 .127 .135 .1.16 .141 .124 .1.14 .... .... . ... .... 

1933 ........ .64 .34 .34 .36 .44 .58 .60 .88 .75 .72 .M .73 .71 
1934 ........ .83 .71 .74 .72 .70 .70 .83 .83 .9.1 .96 .93 .93 . 99 Prices recelVl"d 88 of 15th of month . 
1935 ........ .... .95 .95 .89 .93 .93 .82 . 78 .85 .... .... . ... .. Bource: U. B. D. A. Bureau of Agricultural Eoonomico . 

TABLE 18. WEIGHTED ANNUA~ FARM PRIOEB OF IOWA FARM PRODUOTS. 

Hay (Dollars per Ton). 

Hog. Cattle 
r!gfoz. Poultry dolla .. dolla .. Sheep Com Oats Wheat Hay Butter 

percwt. percwt. percwt. per bu. per bu. per bu. per ton per lb. per lb. ------------
Year Annual Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

------------------------

1910 ......... '8.17 $5.85 '5.01 •. 49 •. 34 •. 94 '8.61 •. 26 •. 18 •. 098 
1911 .......... 6.20 5.57 4.04 .47 .34 .85 10.18 .22 .14 .085 
1912 ......... 6.82 6.17 4.15 .50 .36 .87 11.23 .26 .18 .094 
1913 ......... 7.67 7.02 4.54 .57 .33 .75 9.11 .27 .16 .106 
1914 ......... 7.66 7.33 4.81 .61 .36 .85 9.98 .26 .18 .107 

1929 ........ 10.66 12.70 13.70 14.40 13.80 13.50 12.90 10.20 10.30 9.50 9.10 10.00 9.50 
1930 ........ 9.34 9.50 9.40 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.10 8.40 9.30 9.80 9.70 9.80 9.70 
1931. ....... 8.32 9.60 8.60 8.10 8.20 8.20 8.00 8.20 8.20 8.20 7.80 7.90 8.60 
1932 ........ 7.60 . 8.20 8.70 9.20 10.00 9.80 8.60 7.10 7.00 6.40 5.90 5.80 5.70 
19.13 ........ 5.36 5.30 4.80 4.60 4.90 4.80 4.90 5.20 5.50 6.00 5.80 6.20 5.90 
1934 ........ 10.87 6.00 6.40 7.00 7.40 8.10 10.40 11.70 14.30 13.90 14.40 15.20 15.70 

1915 ......... 6.49 6.94 5.10 .64 .41 1.06 10.55 .26 .18 .106 
1916 ......... 8.63 7.5.1 6.37 .70 .40 1.17 8.98 .29 .21 .130 
1917 ......... 14.43 9.72 9.58 1.29 .57 2.03 13.07 .37 .30 .157 
1918 ......... 16.39 11.70 9.99 1.33 .70 2.03 17.28 .44 .33 .194 
1919 ......... 16.87 12.45 9.07 1.41 .62 2.05 18.36 .52 .37 .204 

1935 ........ ..... 16.00 16.90 17.30 16.60 16.50 13.80 8.30 6.70 .... .... .... .... 1920 ......... 13.02 10.24 7.46 1.21 .68 2.08 19.10 .55 .40 .211 
1921. ........ 7.61 6.48 4.09 .41 .27 1.11 10.96 .36 .23 .180 
1922 ......... 8.52 6.83 5.61 .48 .29 .96 9.68 .34 .22 .163 
1923 ......... 6.91 7.30 6.29 .67 .35 .92 11.21 .41 .23 .156 
1924 ......... 7.34 7.40 6.81 .82 .42 1.09 12.34 .39 .23 169 

Butter (per Pound). 

1929 ........ .46 .48 .47 .49 .47 .46 .45 .44 .44 .45 .46 .46 .44 
1930 ........ .. 16 .39 .37 .36 .38 .37 .34 .33 .36 .38 .38 .37 .33 
1931 ........ .27 .29 .27 .29 .28 .24 .2.1 .24 .25 .28 33 .31 .. 10 
1932 ........ .20 .27 .22 .22 .21 .19 .17 .17 .20 .20 .19 .20 . 22 
1933 ........ .21 .21 .18 .17 .19 .22 .22 .25 .21 .22 .22 .23 . 21 
1934 ........ .24 .19 .23 .25 .23 .23 .24 .24 .25 .25 .26 .29 . 29 
1935 ........ ..... .32 .38 .33 .35 .28 .25 .24 . 25 .... .... .... .... 

1925 ......... 11.08 8.43 7.48 .86 .39 1.44 11.23 .41 .27 180 
1926 ......... 11.62 7.98 6.84 .60 .. 14 1.26 13.98 :U I) ~ 195 
1927 .......... 9.49 8.92 6.57 .74 .41 1.22 13.69 180 
1928 ......... 8.61 10.85 6.94 .81 .43 1.09 12.05 .46 ~8 
1929 ......... 9.48 10.78 6.49 .77 .39 1.07 10.66 .46J 

19.10 ......... 8.80 9.25 4.64 .69 .33 .79 9.34 
1931 ......... 5.64 6.54 2.86 .44 .21 .47 8.32 
1932 ......... 3.21 4.91 1.96 .23 .15 .37 7.60 
19.13 ......... 3.37 4.32 2.25 .26 .21 .64 5.36 
1934 . . ....... 4.23 5.17 2.87 .55 .37 .83 10.87 



AGRICULTURAL ECONOMIC FACTS 

TABLE 19. INDEX NUMBERS OF U. S. WHOLESALE PRICES 
OF ALL COMMODITIES. 

(1910-1' = 100.) 

Yrar I Jan'I_~_:~J~~I:~ May June I July I Aug. s.Pt·l~ Nov. Dec. 

I---

1929 ................ 140 139 140 139 138 139 141 141 140 139 13; 136 
1930 ................ 135 134 132 131 J30 127 123 123 123 121 119 116 
1931. ............... 114.. 112 111 109 107 lOS lOS 105 104 103 103 100 
1932 ................. 98' 97 96 96 94 93 94 95 95 94 93 91 
1933 ................ 89 87 88 88 92 95 101 

101 I 103 104 104 103 
1934 ................ lOS 107 108 107 108 109 109 112 113 112 112 112 
1935 ................ 115 116 ·116 117 117 116 116 118 ... ... .. . ." 

Source: U. S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistic •. 

them; finished goods are less flex
ible and do not react to changes 
quickly. 

Evidence that farm prices are 
flexible in their reactions to in
fluences upon them is found in th~ 
fact that in July 1933 farm prices 
were only 46 percent of the July 
1929 level, 4 years before. In com
parison, wholesale prices of all 
commodities and retail prices of 
things farmers buy were more 
stable. 

In July 1933, wholesale prices 
were 70 percent of the July 1929 
level, according to computations 
based on the wholesale index num
ber compiled by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. 

Retail prices of commodities' 
farmers buy have fluctuated 
about the same as wholesale prices 
during this period. In July 1929 
the index number of retail prices 
paid by farmers was 153; in July 
1933 it was 107, 70 percent of the 
1929 level. 

Iowa Corn and Hog Prices 
Since 1910 

Because swine furnish about 40 
percent of Iowa's gross income 
and corn is the state's most im-

TABLE 20. INDEX OF PRIOES U. S. 

I Mar. IS 

FARMERS PAY. 
(1910·16 = 100.) 

June IS Sept. IS ------------
1923 152 153 lSI 
1924 152 ISO 152 
1925 158 158 ISS 
1926 156 156 ISS 
1927 152 154 153 
192M 154 156 ISS 
1929 ISS 153 IS4 
1930 ISO 148 144 
1931 132 127 121 
1932 112 108 106 
1933 100 103 116 
1934 120 122 126 
1935 127 127 125 

Dec. IS ---
ISO 
154 
ISS 
154 
152 
154 
152 
138 
117 
103 
116 
126 
'" 

Source: U. S. D. A. Bureau of '&11'1· 
cultural Economiel. 

portant cash crop, the prices of 
these two commodities are of 
particular importance in this state. 

Any variation in the price of 
hogs is reflected directly on the 
prosperity of Iowa farmers. From 
1915 to 1919, shown in fig. 18, 
hog prices experienced a. sharp rise. 
From January 1915· to July 1919, 
the price of hogs rose from $6.40 
per hundred to $20.80 per hun
dred. The latter price is the high
est reached during the 24-year 
period. 

In 1921 hog prices dropped 
sharply. This sudden decline was 
followed by a comparatively grad
ual recovery period which reached 
its peak in 1926. Since then prices 
have not recovered to the 1921 
level. 

The 1933 hog price index num
ber was 54 percent below the 
1910-14 level. This price was 
approximately 20 percent of the 
1918 level, the index number of 
which, on the basis of 1910-14 
equal to 100, was 224. The 1933 
hog price level was 35 percent 
of the '29 level. Considerably 
higher hog prices were received 
by Iowa producers in 1934, as a 
result of the drought and the corn
hog program. 

In general, Iowa corn prices 
have followed prices of hogs and 
all other farm products. From 
1915 to 1919, corn prices experi
enced the same phenomenal rise as 
hog prices. The highest price paid 
for Iowa corn during the war years 
was in August 1917 when the 
monthly average price was $1.84. 

The lowest price paid for corn 
(see fig. 19) during the 24-year 
period since 1910 was during the 
early months of 1933 and the last 
few months of 1932. For a 3-

months' period, December 1932 to • 
February 1933, the price paid for 
corn, on the average, was 12 cents 
per bushel. The drought of 1934 
and the corn-hog reduction pro
gram brought sharply higher 
prices for corn, By December of 
that year, t)-.e average farm price 
was 90 cents a bushel. 

Corn-Hog Ratios 
The ratio between corn and hog 

prices affords a measure of the 
profitableness in feeding corn to 
hogs. Since most of Iowa's corn 
is disposed of through hogs, LIese 
ratios are of prime conct.rn to 
Iowa. The corn-hog ratio is the 
number of bushels of corn re
quired to purchase 100 pounds of 
live hog. Figure 20 shows graph
ically the corn-hog ratios for Iowa 
farm' prices and the average for 
the whole country. 

The average number of bushels 
of corn required to buy 100 pounds 
of live hog in Iowa during the 
past 24 years has been 13.2. The 
ratio was highest, for a yearly 
average, in 1926 when it reached 
19.4; it has been higher than that 
for single months, having touched 
24.6 in March, 1933.' In 1926 hog 
prices were in a relatively better 
position than corn prices, and the 
number of hogs marketed was de
clining. Thus it was extremely 
profitable to market corn in the 
form of hogs. The sharp rise in 
the ratio during early 1933 was a 
result not so much of high hog 
prices as of extremely low corn 
prices. It can hardly be called 
profitable to feed corn to hogs 
when hog prices are around $3.00 
--even if corn prices are very low. 
It is better to say that it was more 
profitable to feed the corn than to 
sell it as cash grain. The corn
hog ratio tells only the relative 
profitableness of feeding or selling 
the grain, not the absolute profit
ableness of Corn Belt agriculture .. 

The average ratio for the whole 
country was 11.9 during the 24 
years when the Iowa ratio was 
13.2. The difference in ratios is 
due to freight rates which make 
it cheaper to feed corn to hogs in 
Iowa than to sell it as grain. The 
ratio is wider in western Iowa 
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Fig. 22. The above chart shows the 
1934 purchasing power of corn and 
hogs in Iowa as compared with the 
1910-14 purchasing power. It will be 
seen that corn was nearest the former 
level with 84 percent of the purchasing 
power it had in 1910-14. . 

Data in table 23. 

than it is in the eastern section. 
In South Dakota the ratio is wider 
than in Iowa. The United States 
ratio has been wider than the 
Iowa figure only one year since 
1910. That year, 1919, the farm 
prices were all so high because of 
war inflation that no ordinary re
lationships held. 

In 1!:'24 the ratios were very nar
row, 9.0 for Iowa and 8.2 for the 
United States. Swine slaughter 
was around 79.5 million head that 
year and the year before and hog 
prices sank compared with corn 
prices. Figure 21 compares the 
corn-hog ratio in Iowa with swine 
marketings from Iowa. The cross
hatched area shows the years dur
ing which the number of bushels 
required to buy 100 pounds of hog 
was above the average for the 24-
year period. The black areas show 
the years during which the ratio 
was below 13.2. In general, 
periods during which the number 
of bushels of corn required to pur-

TABLE 23. INDEX NUMBERS Oli' 
PURCHASING POWER OJ!' IOWA 

HOGS AND CORN. 

(1910·14 = 100.) 

I I p~. pric"l 
Pur-

chasing thiD88 Com chasing 
Hog power farmen prices _er 

V_ pnces of hogs buy of com 
---:- ------
1920 178 886 201 228 113.4 
1921 104 . 68.4 152 78 51.3 
1922 117 78.5 149 90 60.4 
1923 95 62.5 152 127 83.6 
1924 101 66.4 152 156 102.6 
1925 152 96.8 157 162 103.2 
1926 IS9 102.6 155 114 73.5 
1927 130 85.0 153 140 91.5 
1928 118 76.1 155 153 987 
1929 130 85.0 153 146 95.4 
1930 120 82.8 145 131 90.3 
1931 77 62.1 124 83 66.9 
1932 44 41.1 107 44 41.1 
1933 46 42.2 109 49 45.0 
1934 58 47.5 122 103 84.4 

Souree: Derived from table. 16 and 14. 

BASEBOOK OF IOWA 

TABL1!: Ill. CORN·HOG RATIO: CHIOAGO PRICES. 
(Based OD averagel of corn and hog prices of the month.) 

(Yumber of bushel. of com required tio equal value of 100 pound. of live hoga
baaed on Chicago prices.) 

Year V_ly Jan. Feb. Mar.! APr.! MAY! June·1 July AUS· Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 
Average 

--------
1910 ........ 1J.3 12.2 120 116 14.4 1l.3 12.9 122 11.7 1l.0 14.2 15.1 14.9 
1911... 11.1 15.3 144 1l.7 12.1 10.7 9.8 94 9.9 9.9 9.3 9.3 9.3 
1912 .... ::: : 9.9 9.1 8.8 8.6 9.0 8.4 8.1 8.3 9.1 10.1 12.0 13.2 14.1 
1911 ........ 12.2 13.6 13.9 144 14.4 12.7 12.3 12 .1 11.1 10.2 10.4 10.5 10.3 
1914 ........ 10.5 10.8 11.3 11.2 10.9 10.3 9.9 10.1 10.3 10.2 10.0 10.4 10.2 

1915 ........ 9.2 9.5 8.6 8.4 8.5 8.7 8.7 8.7 8.5 9.2 10.8 10.6 10.1 
1916 ........ 10.7 9.8 10.5 11.4 11.5 11.4 11.0 10.9 10.6 11.1 10.4 10.1 9.8 
1917 ........ 9.7 9.9 10.5 115 10.3 8.8 8.3 7.4 7.7 9.0 10.1 11.2 12.0 
1918 ........ 10.6 11.2 10.3 10.1 10.2 10.3 10.0 9.9 10.1 10.8 11.0 11.5 11.3 
1919 ........ 10.3 11.1 11.3 11.2 11.1 10.8 10.2 10.5 10.2 9.3 9.7 9.2 9.2 

1920 ........ 9.8 9.3 9.2 8.9 8.4 7.6 7.1 7.8 8.5 10.1 13.0 15.0 13.2 
1921. ....... 14.0 13.5 13.5 14.3 13.0 125 11.6 13.1 14.8 14.0 15.9 16.0 15.2 
1922 ........ 14.4 15.4 16.5 15.8 15.7 15.0 14.7 14.7 137 134 13.4 12.8 11.7 
1923 ........ 9.0 11.1 10.9 10.2 9.8 8.8 7.9 7.5 7.7 8.5 8.8 8.2 9.0 
1924 ........ 8.2 9.0 8.5 8.6 8.6 8.5 8.1 6.7 8.0 7.7 8.7 8.7 .7.9 

1~2S ........ 11.3 8.3 8.4 10.6 11.2 10.0 9.7 11.5 11.4 11.6 13.4 14.3 14.9 
1926 ........ 16.9 15.8 17.2 17 .5 17.5 17.8 18.7 17.7 14.7 15.8 16.2 17.3 17.0 
1927 ........ 12.7 17.1 16.8 16.7 15.9 12.9 9.4 9.3 9.5 ·10.3 11.6 12.2 10.8 
1928 ........ 9.9 10.3 9.6 8.7 8.4 8.6 8.5 9.4 10.2 11.7 11.3 11.3 10.4 
1929 ........ 10.8 10.2 10.2 11.3 11.7 11.6 11.3 11.3 to.7 9.8 9.9 10.5 10.9 

1930 ......•. 11.4 11.4 12 2 12.8 11.7 11.6 11.5 10.9 9.5 10.3 10.7 12.4 11.5 
1931. ....... 11.9 11.8 11.6 12.0 12.0 11.3 10.6 11.5 12.3 12.6 14.1 11.9 10.9 
1932 ........ 12.6 11.2 10.9 12.1 11.4 9.8 9.6 14.1 13.4 13.5 15.0 15.7 14.5 
1933 ...•.... 10.5 14.0 15.2 15.6 11.4 10.0 9.9. 7.2 7.8 8.0 10.7 9. I 7.0 
1934 ........ 7.0 7.0 8.5 8.2 7.4 6.5 6.3 6.7 6.3 7.8 6.8 6.7 6.0 

1935 ........ .... 8.1 8.4 9.8 9.2 9.3 10.0 10.2 .... .... . ... . ... .... 

Bonree: U. S. D. A. Bnreau of Agncnltnral EconolDlcB. 

chase 100 pounds of hog exceeded 
the average are followed by pe
riods of greater-than-average hog 
marketings. Periods which gave 
the advantage to selling corn or 
feeding it to other livestock rather 
than feeding it to hogs are fol
lowed by periods of lower swine 
marketings. The price relation-

ships during these times indicate 
that Iowa farmers switch from 
feeding hogs to selling corn or 
feeding it to other livestock, de
pending upon which has the ad
vantage in price. Iowa is so im
portant in the hog industry that 
what Iowa does influences the hog 
market markedly. 

TABLE 22. CORN·HOG RATIO IN IOWA. 
(Number of bushels of corn required to equal value of 100 pounds of live hoga-

based on Iowa farm prices.) 

Year Yearly 
Average 

Jan. Feb. MAr. A",. May JUDe July Aus. Sept. Oct. Nov. 

---------------------------I--
1910 ........ 16.7 15.0 15.3 18.5 19.0 17.6 16.9 15.2 13.6 16.2 18.0 19.2 
1911: ....... 13.2 20.8 18.6 16.8 14.5 12.9 11.7 11.3 12.3 11.8 10.4 10.4 
1912 ..•••..• 12.0 10.4 10.2 10.3 11.1 10.1 10.1 10.5 11.5 12.2 14.6 17.1 
1913 ..•..... 15.3 18.6 19.7 20.3 19.8 16.0 15.7 15.7 13.2 11.7 12.1 12.2 
1914 .••..... 12.6 13.5 14.3 14.0 13.7 12.8 11.9 12 .5 12.5 11.9 11.1 11.7 

1915 .••..... 10.1 10.3 9.4 9.7 9.8 10.1 10.3 9.9 9.0 9.9 11.9 11.1 
1916 .•••..•. 12.3 10.3 12.1 14.3 13.6 13.6 12.9 12.8 12.4 13.0 11.7 11.S 
1917 .•.....• 11.2 11.7 12.7 13.5 12.1 10.6 9.8 8.1 8.5 10.1 11.0 13.0 
1918 .•••.... 12.3 12.9 IZ.O 12.0 11.9 12.0 11.6 11.5 12.2 12.8 13.5 13.9 
1919 .•••.... 12.0 12.6 13.3 13.3 12.7 12.3 11.8 11.9 11.4 10.3 11.0 11.6 

1920 .••••••• 10.8 10.7 10.8 10.4 9.3 8.4 8.0 9.3 10.3 12.7 17.3 20.9 
1921.. ••••.• 18.6 17.5 18.3 20.0 18.3 17.6 15.9 18.4 21.7 18.2 21.6 21.8 
1922 ........ 17.8 20.0 21.5 21.1 20.4 20.0 19.2 19.0 17.2 15.8 15.8 13.7 
1923 ..••..• , 10.3 13.3 12.5 11.9 11.2 10.0 8.3 8.7 8.9 10.4 9.2 8.9 
1924 .••••.•. 9.0 10.2 9.5 9.8 10.0 10.0 9.7 6.9 8.5 8.3 9.9 8.9 

1925 ........ 12.9 8.8 8.9 I!.l 13.4 11.4 10.8 12.6 12.7 13.1 15.6 16.9 
1926 .•.••••. 19.4 18.0 20.7 21.7 21.5 21.4 22.8 20.5 15.3 17.0 17.6 19.1 
1927 .•....•. 12.8 18.8 19.2 19.1 17.6 13.3 9.4 9.3 9.4 10.7 12.2 12.8 
1928 ........ 10.6 10.6 9.7 9.0 9.2 9.2 9.3 10.5 11.5 13.0 12.2 12.6 
1929 .•.•.... 12.3 11.4 11.5 13.6 14.2 13.6 13.0 13.0 11.9 10.4 10.6 11.8 

1930 .••..... 12.7 12.8 14.1 15.3 13.3 13.4 13.2 12.1 10.1 11.3 11.9 14.4 
1931. ....... 13.1 12.7 12.5 13.6 14.2 13.8 12.0 12.2 13.7 14.0 15.7 11.7 
19J2 .••••••• 15.1 10.9 11.0 13.1 12.6 10.8 10.9 16.8 15.6 16.9 21.4 21.5 
1933 .••••••. 14.7 20.0 23.3 24.6 16.0 13.2 13.3 8.4 10.0 10.0 17 .1 11.2 
1934 ........ 7.7 7.7 10.6 10.3 9.4 7.9 7.7 7.8 7.2 8.7 7.2 6.8 

1935 ........ .... 8.3 9.0 10.8 9.9 10.2 11.4 11.6 14.3 .... .... .... 

Dec. 

--
19.2 
10.8 
19.4 
12.0 
11.6 

10.7 
11.3 
14.2 
12.7 
10.1 

16.9 
19.4 
12.8 
10.2 
8.0 

17.9 
18.9 
10.5 
12.0 
12.3 

12.3 
10.9 
20.0 
7.7 
5.7 

. ... 
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Fig. 23. The data for this chart are 
the results of a CW A survey conducted 
in 1934 and were compiled by the Di
vision of Crop and Livestock Estimates 
of the United States Bureau of Agri-
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cultural Economics. Over a three to 
four day period several thousand 
enumerators in all parts of the country 
checked up on the prices that farmers 
pay for clothing, food, machinery and 
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other articles used on the farm. This 
chart compares the Iowa prices with 
the average of those paid over all of 
the United States. 
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CHAPTER IlL IOWA FARM PRODUCTION 

T HOUGH other states may 
argue with Iowa on the right 
to the title, "leading farm 

state of the Union," there can be 
no arguments if the basis for that 

title is limited strictly to produc
tion of foodstuffs. Located where 
temperature and moisture are 
ideally combined for grain crops 
and blessed with a large area of 

productive soil, Iowa farms fur
nish sustenance for many other 
states and foreign countries. 

In the pioneer days of the state, 
Iowa was one of the leading wheat 

IOW~S SHARE IN NATIONAL rARM PRODUCTION 
(5 YEAR AV. 1929..t33) 

AVERAGE fOR U. S. 
1,214,84S,OOO BU. 

OATS 

AV. NUMBER fOR U. S. 
56,968,000 

HOGS 

PRODUCTION OF" LEADING CROPS 

AVERAGE fOR U. S. 
2,577,965,000 BU. 

CORN 

NUMBERS 'or LIVESTOCK ON rARMS 

AV. NUMBER fOR U.S. 
61,076,000 

CATTLE 

AVERAGE fOR U. S. 
89,872 TONS 

TAME HAY 

AV. NUMBER fOR U.S. 
457,502,000 

ALL OTHEQ.S 
57.7" 

CHICKENS 
AGR. ECON. CHART NO. B-IOI IOWA. STATE 'COLLE:G~ 

Fig. 24. Iowa is one of the foremost agricultural states oats, hogs and chickens. It ranks second in the production 
in the union. It leads all others in the production of corn, of cattle and tame hay. 
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AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION 
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Fig. 25. Farm production did not decrease as much as industrial production 
after the price crash of 1929. Because of high fixed costs, it was impossible for 
an individual farmer to cut his production. If the farmer could get returns on his 
current expenses and any compensation for the use of his fixed capital, he kept 
on producing. . 

Because a large percentage of the cost of industrial production is for labor, 
raw material and other current expllnses, business men decreased their production 
more than farmers. It was more profitable for them to sell their goods for about 
the same as before the price decline and have most of their plant idle than to keep 
up their production and sell their goods at less than current expenses. 

Data in table 25. 

TABLE 24. PEROENT OF ANNUAL FARM PRODUOTION MARKETED EAOH MONTH. 

Hogs I Cattle Sheep I~I~I Wheat I~ Butter I Eggs I Poultry 

JaQuary ....... 12.' 9.6 13.5 11.1 6.7 4.1 8.1 7.7 2.9 9.3 
February ...... 10.5 8.0 8.S 10.2 6.0 4.0 7.8 7.4 4.3 S.O 
March ....•... 8.6 8.4 4.8 7.0 6.4 3.2 8.0 8.1 11.5 3.4 
April ......... 6.8 8.0 2.8 '.7 5.7 2.6 7.9 7.8 18.5 2.2 
May .......... 7.3 9.0 3.0 5.8 5.6 2.8 6.1 10.2 19.8 3.1 
Jun ........... 8.0 8.9 4.5 7.5 S.1 4.9 6.5 11.1 13.9 S.7 
July .......... 7.4 8.0 S.7 7.8 7.7 19.3 9.9 9.5 9.5 5.7 
August. ...... 6.5 7.7 8.0 8.0 23.4 19.9 10.3 9.6 7.7 S.8 
Sept.mber .... 5 9 7.6 8.7 9.2 11.0 16.4 8.6 7.8 S.S 8.2 
Octo~er ....... 6.2 7.5 10.8 9.8 10.5 10.6 9.9 7.6 3.6 13.3 
November ..••. 8.' 7.6 13.3 7.2 5.1 6.7 8.S 6.6 1.4 19.1 
December •.... 11.8 9.7 16.4 11.7 6.8 S.S 8.4 6.6 1.4 19.2 ---------

~I~ 
---

100.01~ 
---

Total ....... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 I 100.0 100.0 

Sou,..,.: Iowa Agr. Ezp. St.. Bul. 886, Gertrude M. Cox. 

areas of the United States. But it 
was soon apparent that the Great 
Plains had an advantage in bread 
grains while Iowa was unsurpassed 
in com and oats, the two leading 
feed grains. From the Civil War 
until the World War, Iowa's feed 
grain acreage and livestock produc
tion increased steadily. During the 
war even larger acreages were sown 
to corn and oats, and feed lots and 
pastures were expanded to the limit. 

After the war there was no de
cline in production, though demand 
from foreign countries declined 
considerably. It was not until the 
drouth of 1934 and the corn-hog 
program of the AAA effectively 
combined to cut corn production in 

half that any real reduction in Iowa 
agricultural output occurred. The 
chart (fig. 25) shows graphically 
how industrial production was re
duced during the depression in order 
to maintain prices, while agricul
tural production remained at a con
stant level and prices dropped ruin
ously low. 

Livestock 

Livestock is the backbone of Iowa 
agriculture. Hog production is by 
far the most important agricultural 
enterprise in the state, while cattle 
feeding, dairying and poultry hus
bandry all contribute large amounts 
of income. Iowa has about 9 per
cent of all lh'estock on farms in the 

TABLE 25. INDEX NUMBER OF AGRI· 
CULTURAL AND INDUiTRIAL 

PRODUCTION. 

Year 

1919 ............. .. 
1920 .............. . 
1921.. ............ . 
1922 .............. . 
1923 ...... , ....... . 
1924 ..... , ....... .. 
1925 ....... , ...... . 
1926 .............. . 
1927 ............. .. 
1928 .............. . 
1929 ............. ; . 
1930 .............. . 
1931 .............. . 
1932 .............. . 
1933 .............. . 
1934 .............. . 

I 
Agricultural lInd ustrial 
production production 

1919-27=100 192J-25~190 

91 .83 
97 87 

. 87 67 
96 8S 

101 101 
106 95 
106 104 
111 108 
106 106 
111 111 
109 119 
107 96 
112 81 
104 64 
102 76 
98 79 

Source: Agricultural Production, Bureau 
of Agricultural Economic.. U. S. 
D. A. Industrial Production, 
Federal Reserve Board. 

United States. Altogether, Iowa's 
livestock and livestock products. fur
nish over three-fourths of the an
nual income of the state. ( See 
Chapter I for income statistics.) 

Iowa's leadership in livestock pro
ducti9n has resulted in a concentra
tion of marketing facilities, particu
larly for hogs, iR this state. No 
other producing area is so com
pletely surrounded by large stock
yards markets as Iowa. Chicago, 
East St. Louis, St. Joseph, Kansas 
City, Omaha, Sioux City and St. 
Paul are all within easy shipping 
distance. 

Besides the stockyards markets, a 
number of packing plants are 10-
cate~ in Iowa. These plants spe
cialize in hogs, although a few of 
them have begun to slaughter beef 
during recent years. Livestock mar
keted at these interior plants, as they 
are called, do not pass through 
stockyards, but are sold directly to 
the packer. In many cases the 
packer comes right to the farmer's 
yard to purchase hogs, and sales 
made over the telephone are a com
monplace. 

Besides establishing pac kin g 
plants out in the heart of the hog 
country, the packing companies have 
also found another way to simplify 
the marketing of livestock. They 
h a v e established concentration 
points along major railroad lines. 
By buying up livestock at a concen
tration point it is possible to econ
omize on shipments to the large 
packing establishments, as a single 
farmer might not have enough hogs 
or cattle to fill out a car. 
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SEASONAL ~ARKETINCS OF" IOWA F"AR~ PRODUCTS 
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Fig. 26. From this chart it is possible to trace the marketing trends of Iowa's 
various farm products. It will be seen that hog marketings are heaviest in Decem
ber and the first two months of the year. The corn movement is also heavy in 
December and January. Most of the oats and wheat move to market at thresh
ing time. 

Data in table 24. 

TREND Of' LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION IN IOWA 
(NUMBERS ON rARMS as or JAN. I.) .. 
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Direct selling of hogs in Iowa has 
grown from about one-third of all 
marketings in 1920 to about two
thirds now. Only 2 percent of the 
cattle and calves of Iowa were sold 
direct in 1920 while more than 20 
percent are now sold that way. 

Hogs 
Iowa stands alone as a hog pro-' 

ducing state with nearly 20 percent 
of the hogs of the country. Ne
braska, which ranks second, ras only 
9 percent and Illinois, third, only 8 
percent. About 40 percent of the 
annual farm income of the state 
comes from the sale of hogs. Since 
the World War there has been an 
average of around 10 million hogs 
on Iowa farms on Jan. 1. Market
ings have ranged from 11 to 13 mil
lion annually. Assuming average 
local slaughter and death losses, the 
annual hog population in Iowa 
ranges from 22' to 25 million head. 

The periodic surveys of the rural 
mail carriers of the Post Office De
partment indicate an average of 
about 90 hogs to the farm in June 
and 75 in December. ,Some coun
ties in Iowa have average shipments 
of 90 hogs per farm each year. 

In recent years there has been a 
marked movement of the hog indus
try toward the northwest Corn Belt 
which includes Iowa. Figure 35 
illustrates this change. For the 5 

Fig. 27. Hogs-The trend in 
. hog production had been upward 
since 1867 until the downward 
movement in 1933 and 1934, 
which was due to the AAA and 
the drouth. 

Cattle-The trend in cattle has 
been slightly upward since 1867. 
Due to the time it takes to build 
up a herd, there is not the varia
tion in numbers of cattle that is 
found in some of the other classes 
of livestock. 

Horses and Mules-Since 1919. 
horses have been gradually de
creasing. Automobiles and trac
tors are doing some of the work 
formerly done by horses and 
mules. 

Sheep - Sheep numbers de
creased from 1867 to 1880 to less 
than one-third their former total. 
Since then. the trend has been 
upward. 

Chickens - Chicken numbers 
fluctuate greatly due to the short 
time it takes to go into and out 
of production. The general trend 
since 1920 has been upward. 

Data in table 26. 
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years, 1928-32, seve!l of the Corn 
Belt states had more than half of 
the hogs in the nation, and Iowa 
,alone had 18.5 percent. This move
ment of hogs has followed the in
crease in corn acreage in these 
states. The maps in figs. 30 and 62 
show the remar~ble concentration 
of the corn-hog industry as well as 
the close relationship between corn 
acreage and hog numbers. . 

It will be noticed in the chart of 
livestock numbers that hog numbers 
fluctuate much more rapidly than do 
numbers of other livestock. This is 
a result of the farmer's ability to 
increase or decrease his production 
of hogs quickly and easily. It is 
much harder for the cattleman to 
rearrange his business in this fash
ion. Also the large proportion of 
Iowa cattle used for dairy purposes 
tends to give stability to cattle num
!bers in this state. The response of 
farmers to changes in the profitable
ness of feeding hogs is shown in 
Chapter II in the charts dealing with 
the corn-hog ratio. 

Cattle 

Beef cattle furnish about 16 per
cent of the total cash farm income 
of Iowa and are the most important 
source of farm income other than. 
hogs. Iowa ranks second to the 
huge state of Texas in cattle num
bers. For the 5 years, 1928-32, 
Texas averaged 10.2 percent of all 
the cattle of the country, while Iowa 
averaged 6.7 percent. But in pro
duction of grain-fed beef, Iowa 
clearly leads the nation. On the 
average, nearly half of the beef 
steer receipts at Chicago are fur
nished by Iowa producers. 

About one-third of the finished 
cattle sold from Iowa farms are 
brought into the state from western 
ranges as feeder stock. The other 
two-thirds are home-raised stock. A 
large proportion of the farmers of 
,the state fatten out a few head of 
cattle each year, but the number who 
specialize in cattle feeding, particu
larly of the fancy grades, is com
paratively small. These big cattle 
feeders are experienced "hands" at 
putting smooth layers 6f flesh on 
well-bred steers and their business is 
more or less a specialty affair. 
For the bulk of the farmers cattle 

TABLE 26. NUMBER OF LIVESTOOK ON FARMS IN THE UNITED STATES. 
(In thouaands) 

AIl Milk 
Year Ho"",. Mules Cattle Cows Chickens 

1930 ....... 13,742 5,382 61,003 23,106 470,000 
1931. ...... 13,195 5,273 63,030 23,885 460,000 
1932 ....... 12,664 5,148 65,770 24,982 451,000 
1933 ....... 12,291 5,046 70,214 26,030 462,000 
1934 ....... 12,052 4,945 74,262 27,059 455,000 
1935 ....... 11,861 4,822 68,529 26,236 412,000 
1936 ....... 11,637 4,685 68,213 25,622 ....... 

lPreliminag. 
Source: U. S. D. A, Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 

TABLE 27. ANIMALS ON IOWA FARMS. 
(000) omitted. 

HollIeS 

Stock 
Sheep Hogs . 

45,577 55,705 
47,720 54,835 
47,754 59,301 
47,324 62,127 
48,454 58,621 
46,640 39,004 
46,380 42,541 

Mules 

(000) Price Total (000) I Price Total 
Year Numbers per head valuation Numbers per head valuation 

1867 ...................... 390,000 • 60.58 $ 23,626,396 15,400 • 72.24 $1,115,374 
1870 ....... c .............. 
1880 ...................... 
1890 ...................... 
1900 ...................... 

1901. ..................... 
1902 ...................... 
1903 ...................... 
1904 ...................... 
1905 ...................... 

1906 ...................... 
1907 ...................... 
1908 ...................... 
1909 ...................... 
1910 ...................... 

1911 ...................... 
1912 ...................... 
1913 ...................... 
1914 ...................... 
1915 ...................... 

1916 ...................... 
1917 ...................... 
1918 ...................... 
1919 ...................... 
1920 ...................... 

1921. ..................... 
1922 ...................... 
1923 ...................... 
1924 ...................... 
1925 ...................... 

1926 ...................... 
1927 ...................... 
1928 ...................... 
1929 ...................... 
1930 ...................... 

1931. ..................... 
1932 ...................... 
1933 ...................... 
1934 ...................... 
1935 ...................... 
1936 ...................... 

514,000 
778,000 

1,095,700 
979,400 

1,167,800 
1,156,100 
1,144,600 
1,156,000 
1,144,500 

1,247,500 
1,390,900 
1,419,000 
1,419,000 
1,492.000 

1,537,000 
1.568,000 
1,568,000 
1,584,000 
1,600,000 

1,584,000 
1,552.000 
1,583.000 
1,536.000 
1,387,000 

1,338,000 
1,300,000 
1,266,000 
1,2o1C,OOO 
1,180,000 

1,149,000 
1,126,000 
1,106,000 
1,073,000 
1,058,000 

1,026.000 
970.000 
931,000 
912,000 
903,000 
885,000 

No. 
chickens 

(000) 

1867 ............................. . 
1870 ............................. . 
1880 ............................. . 
1890 ............................. . 
1900 ............................. . 

1901. ............................ . 
1902 ............................. . 
1903 ............................. . 
1904 ............................. . 
1905 ............................. . 

1906 ............................. . 
1907 ............................. . 
1908 ............................. . 
1909 ............................. . 
1910" ............................ . 

66.78 34,320,725 32,500 73.69 2,395,033 
55.19 42,959,896 44,700 70.85 3,166,995 
72.70 79,626,009 42,300 78.96 3,341,065 
49.84 48,810,774 31,200 54.72 1,708,906 

59.63 69,640,688 47,300 63.00 2,981,266 
65.19 75,366,322 46,400 68.69 3,185,561 
69.69 79,760,061 45,900 74.06 3,400,365 
72.41 83,712,676 45,000 72.00 3,239,722 
74.49 85,250,746. 44,000 80.05 3,529,755 

86.31 107,674,248 43,600 90.48 3,949,925 
100.00 139,178,490 43,600 108.00 4,702,541 
99.00 140,481,000 44,000 108.00 4,752,000 

103.00 146,157,000 46,000 112.00 5,152,000 
120.00 179,040,000 56,000 123.00 6,888,000 

121.00 185,977,000 57,000 126.00 7,182,000 
113.00 177,184,000 57,000 119.00 6.783.000 
120.00 188,160,000 56,000 124.00 6,944,000 
118.00 186,912,000 57.000 123.00 7,011,000 
105.00 168,000,000 58,000 111.00 6,438,000 

105.00 166,320,000 61.000 110.00 6,710.000 
107.00 166.064.000 68.000 116.00 7,888,000 
104.00 164.632,000 69,000 116.00 8,004,000 
95.00 145,920.000 70,000 113.00 7,910.000 
93.00 129,124,000 82,000 113.00 9,302,000 

85.00 114,138,000 84,000 104.00 8.736.000 
74.00 96,564,000 96.000 84.00 8.064,000 
80.00 .101,715,000 97,000 88.00 8.530,000 
75.00 93,353,000 99.000 86.00 8,512,000 
73.00 84,714,000 97,000 83.00 8,035,000 

74.00 85,026,000 98,000 85.00 8,330,000 
74.00 83.324,000 101,000 83.00 8,383,000 
75.00 82,950.000 95,000 84.00 7,980,000 
79.00 84,767.000 90.000 86.00 7,740.000 
80.00 84,556,000 85,000 90.00 7,678,000 

68.00 69,768.000 82,000 76.00 6,232,000 
56.00 54,320,000 79,000 64.00 5,056,000 
59.00 54,929,000 77.000 64.00 4,928,000 
73.00 66,576.000 74,000 79.00 5,846,000 
83.00 74,949,000 67,000 89.00 5.963,000 

107.50 95,138.000 67,000 120.60 8 082.000 

Chicken. I Dairy C.1_o_ws ___ _ 

Value I---'--N-O-.-· cents head Average 
per head \'alue (000) 1_;:..pn_·c_e-l __ V_al_u_e __ 

345 
416 
725 

1,332 
1,263 

1,378 
1,3;0 
1,.191 
1,363 
1,336 

1,429 
l,SSS 
1,555 
1,586 
1,407 

$23.29 
28.78 
24.20 
19.79 
34.90 

31.87 
29.52 
30.03 
29.09 
27.90 

29.85 
32.00 
30.50 
34.00 
36.00 

• 8,038,108 
11,958,042 
17 ,532,900 
26,358,064 
44,088,577 

43,915,553 
39,863,808 
41,769,087 
39,652,404 
37,269,713 

42,665,799 
49,769,600 
47,428,000 
53,924,000 
50,651,000 
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TABLE 27. ANUULS ON IOWA FAIUIlB--OonUnned. 

Chickeos Dairy Cows 

No. I Value No. 
chickens <ellta head Ave!""8" 

(000) per head Value (000) prIce Value 

1911. ............................. 33,069 1,407 40.00 56,280,000 
1912 ...................•.......... 36,002 1,393 40.80 56,834,000 
19U .............................. 36,092 1,337 50.30 67,251,000 
1914 .............................. 37,465 1,350 60.50 81,675,000 
1915 .............................. 28,116 1,377 57.00 78,486,000 

1916 .............................. 35,755 1,391 58.50 81,374,000 
1917 .............................. 35,760 1,405 66.50 93,432,000 
1918 .............................. 25,400 1,405 76.70 107,764,000 
1919 .............................. 26,277 1,381 86.00 118,766,000 
1920 ..•........................... 26,478 1,094 88.00 96,272,000 

1921. ............................. 25,629 1,072 62.00 66,464,000 
1922 .............................. 27,344 1,115 53.00 59,095,000 
WH ............................ 30,790 

H 1,160 58.00 67,280,000 
1924 ........................... 32,554 23;764;000 1,280 60.00 69,600,000 
1925 .............................. 30,275 78 ::3,615,000 1,321 58.00 76,618,000 

1926 .............................. 31,183 89 28,753,000 1,336 63.00 84,168,000 
1927 .............................. 31,806 90 28,625,000 1,352 66.00 89,232,000 
1928 .............................. 32,340 84 27,166,000 1,368 76.00 103,968,000 
1~9 .............................. 32,005 90 28,805.000 1,384 86.00 119,024,000 
1930 .............................. 35,600 85 30,260,000 1,400 85.00 119,000,000 

1931. ............................. 35,030 66 23,120.000 1,414 59.00 83,426,000 
1932 .............................. 34,150 56 19,124,000 1,471 38.00 55,898,000 
1933 ............................•• 33,875 43 14,566,000 1,503 29.00 43,587,000 
1934 .............................. 35,335 37 13,074,000 1,610 27.00 43,470,000 
1935 .............................. 31.915 49 15,638,350 1,580 28.00 44,240,000 
1936 .. ................. 1.533 51.00 78,183,000 

*1910·192S-from Assessors' Report •. 

Hogs Cattle Shee --- Av. Av. 
No. price No. prjce 
head per head Value head per head Value -----

1867 1,666 S 3.76 S 6,258,282 944 $19.80 ·S 18,680,081 
1870 2,500 6.65 16,632,317 1,163 23.95 27,848,978 
1880 2,778 5.36 14,892,224 2,095 21.10 44,173,476 
1890 5,805 5.94 34,481,700 3,909 18.60 72.,813,463 
1900 3,238 6.69 21,654,856 3,442 34.00 117,019,365 

1901 8,815 8.00 70,481,679 4,990 26.90 134,235,371 
1902 7,669 9.88 75,794,533 4,853 25.50 123,651,955 
1903 7,439 8.97 66,724,735 4,965 25.05 124,313,752 
1904 7,364 6.39 47,057,673 4,866 24.05 117,047,861 
1905 7,291 6.71 48,920,094 4,803 21.80 104,617,723 

1906 7,947 7.20 57,216,823 4,862 23.45 113,965,717 
1907 8,584 9.50 81,552,750 5,515 25.40 140,057,600 
1908 8,413 6.50 54,684,000 5,436 23.70 128,929,000 
1909 7,908 8.00 63,264,000 5,428 25.85 140,369,000 
1910 7,546 11.30 85,270,000 4,448 26.55 118,162,200 

1911 9,055 11.60 105,038,000 4,326 29.30 126,627,900 
1912 9,689 9.80 94,952,000 4,166 30.30 126,159,000 
1913 8,720 12.00 104,640,000 3,944 38.85 153,282,000 
1914 6,976 12.60 87,898,000 3,905 46.55 181,831,000 
1915 8,720 11.00 95,920,000 4,060 44.10 179,098,500 

1916 9,069 9.30 84,342,000 4,128 45.10 186,201,100 
1917 9,370 14.70 137,739,000 4,159 51.10 212,404,800 
1918 10,307 24.20 249,429,000 4,324 57.25 247,584,100 
1919 10,822 27.50 297,605 ,000 4,242 63.50 269,254,600 
1920 8,114 21.80 199,604 ,000 4,558 58.00 250,234,000 

1921 8,265 14.50 135,546,000 4,347 40.30 166,055,000 
1922 8,928 11.00 110,707,000 4,311 34.80 142,263,000 
1923 11,602 12.80 168,229,000 4,545 39.80 171,346,000 
1924 11,415 10.30 132,414,000 4,533 40.30 173,161,000 
1925 9,098 17.00 154,666,000 4,372 37.50 163,950,000 

1926 9,260 18.70 173,440,000 4,193 42.40 177,657,000 
1927 10,069 20.20 203,595,000 3,999 44.00 175,916,000 
1928 11,124 14.40 160,186,000 3,758 54.30 204,059,000 
1929 10,244 15.10 154,684,000 3,858 61.90 238,810,000 
1930 10,200 16.00 162,784,000 3,983 61.30 243,993,000 

1931 10,509 13.40 140,821,000 4,063 42.40 172,271,000 
1932 10,700 6.40 68,480,000 4,200 26.70 112,041,000 
1933 10,140 4.50 45,630,000 4,380 20.60 90,228,000 
1934 10,200 4.70 47,940,000 4,617 19.50 90,031,500 
1935 6,250 8.00 50,000,000 4,570 20.50 93,685,000 
1936 7,250 15.80 114,313.000 4.~61 . 36.80 171,476.000 

• Stock .he~ and lamb&-does not include lamb. on feed Jan. I, 
Source: U, S, D. A., Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 

Av. 
No. price 
head per head Value 

1,709 • 2.23 t 3,811,070 
1,062 1.29 1,369,980 

455 2.54 1,154,176 
476 2.80 1,330,382 
619 4.02 2,487,816 

997 3.89 3,876,453 
907 3.85 3,492,377 
898 3.58 3,211,571 
862 3.31 2,856,886 
698 3.80 2,652,483 

670 4.59 3,073,707 
704 5.32 3,747,574 
718 4.97 3,568,000 
747 4.60 3,436,000 

1,146 5.30 6,074,000 

1,226 5.07 6,216,000 
1,201 4.30 5,164,000 
1,249 5.10 6,370,000 
1,249 5.30 6,620,000 
1,249 5.60 6,994,000 

1,240 6.30 7,812,000 
1,200 8.80 10,560,000 
1,224 13.80 16,891,000 
1,270 13.70 17,399,000 
1,092 12.10 13,234,000 

1,059 6.90 7,281,000 
852 5.40 4,604,000 
840 8.40 7,083,000 
900 8.30 7,448,000 
870 11.20 9,698,000 

914 11.80 10,749,000 
1,070 11.20 10,935,000 

983 10.80 10,616,000 
1,085 11.00 11,935,000 
1,000· 9.90 9,900,000 

1,010· 5.50 5,555,000 
1,060· 3.30 3,498,000 
1,015* 2.90 2,943,500 
1,077* 4.30 4,631,100 
1,193 4.70 5,607,100 
1.253 7.20 8,989,000 
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feeding is merely a part of the fann 
business along with hog raising, 
dairying, poultry raising and crop 
production. 

Most of the feeder cattle brought 
into Iowa' for fattening are pur
chased through the livestock mar
kets of Omaha, Kansas City, Sioux 
City and St. Paul. Of these, Omaha 
and Sioux City, located on the west
ern border of the state and near its 
largest feeding area, are the most 
important. 

Dairy Cows 

Though dairying is not ordinarily 
thought of as one of Iowa's leading 
industries, this state ranks third, be
hind Minnesota and Wisconsin, in 
numbers .of dairy cows and fourth, 
behind those two and New York, 
in total milk production. Iowa 
ranks second in butter production, 
Minnesota ranking first. 

Iowa's dairy industry is very 
closely connecte_d with beef produc
tion. Unlike New York or Wiscon
sin, Iowa has a large proportion of 
dual purpose cows--J5 percent of 
the dairy cows, according to the 
1930 census-compared with 4 per
cent for Wisconsin and 3 percent 
for New York. When prices favor 
butter rather than beef, Iowa fann
ers raise more heifer calves for milk 
production. And when beef prices 
favor beef production they feed out 
the calves for market. Since the 
war dairying has been in a more fa
vorable position than any of the 
other farm enterprises of Iowa, with 
the exception of poultry and eggs. 
Therefore emphasis has been placed 
upon milk production. 

Very little of Iowa's milk goes 
into consumption as market milk. 
Cream is usually sold for butter 
making and the skimmilk fed to 
hogs or calves. . 

Chickens 

Poultry production has grown 
from a sideline of little importance 
to one of the greatest sources of 

_ cash income to the state. In most 
cases the poultry enterprise is still 
a sideline, but in the aggregate the 
income is considerable, In the 
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MEAT ANIMALS AND MEAT AND WOOL SOLD BY 

o 
HOGS AND 

PORK 

CATTLE. CALVES, ~:Z:Z:~~~~ 
BEU AND VEAL I" 
SHEEP. LAMBS. 

AND WOOL 

FARMERS. CASH INCOME, 1930 

Figu~s In Statu npresl!nl 
cash ,ncome in m""oM of dollars 

N£5. 10038' BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

Fig. 28. This map shows that the north central states are meat producing state. The western states produce more 
the heaviest producers of meat animals. Iowa is the leadin:- wool. Notice the concentration of hog production in Iowa. 

years 1928-32, Iowa had more 
chickens on farms than any other 
state, with 7 percent of the coun
try's total. Missouri was second. 

Specialized poultry producers, like 
specialized dairymen, are few in 
Iowa. The bulk of the eggs of the 
state are produced on general farms 
where the housewife manages the 
flock. In some cases the flocks have 
been expanded to 1,000 or more 
hens and have become a major part 
of the farm business. More than 
95 percent of the farms of the state 
reported pOUltry in the 1930 census. 

Sheep 

Sheep raising is not very im
portant in Iowa, nor is Iowa very 

important in the national sheep in
dustry'. Less than 1 percent of the 
state's annual farm income comes 
from sheep and wool. In the early 
days of the state sheep were of con
siderable utility to the pioneers, 
since they provided not only food, 
but clothing. But with. the de
velopment of commercial corn-hog 
farming, the sheep has been forced 
out of Iowa to the grazing lands of 
the West. 

Iowa farmers still feed out a 
number of Iambs, both natives and 
western feeders. In certain parts 
of the state, particularly southern 
Iowa, considerable numbers of 
sheep are still raised and large 
amounts of wool chpped. 

Horses and Mules 

To provide power for cultivating 
the thousands of acres of tillable 
land, Iowa has the most horses and 
mules of any state. On Jan. I, 1936, 
the Bureau of Agricultural Eco
nomics reported about 885,000 head 
of horses and mules. This rep
resents a steady decline since the 
World War. Mule numbers in
creased until 1927 before declining, 
but horses started declining in 1919. 

A big factor in this decline has 
been, of course, the increase in trac
tors. Horse numbers are now at 
such low ebb, however, that it is 
probable they will increase for sev-' 
eral years. 
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Fig, 29. The United States ranks 
second in world hog numbers. She 
produced from 1926 to 1930, an average 
of 20 percent of the total. China, Rus- Fig. 30. The map shows that Iowa is in the center of swine production in the 
sia, Brazil and Germany were the other United States. 
leading hog producers. 
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Fig. 31. Although there are not less than 22,000 hogs on farms in any county in 
Iowa, thc:re is considerable variation among cou!Ities and areas in the state. The' 
Western Livestock Area and the East Central Livestock Area have the most hogs 
on farms. . 

Data in table 28. 
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TABLE 28. HOGS RAISED TO DISPOSAL AGE (FARM AND MARKETING). 

1932 1938 

County 
Spring Fall Total Spring Fall Total 

1. Buena Vista •.•.•....••.•.•....................... 125,767 24,264 150,031 132,894 28,143 161,037 
Cherokee ...••...•.•..•........................... 140,531 29,104 169,753 144,655 29,085 173,720 

f~:t\ii~~~ ~~~~ ~+ ~ ~~ ~~~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~: ~:. 
97,206 20,066 117,273 102,204 22,045 124,249 
59,614 12,350 71,964 63,216 13,999 77,215 
54,410 13,658 68,068 57,410 15,490 72,900 

117,157 12,597 129,754 116,173 12,992 129,165 
.104,673 18,406 123,079 103,022 18,306 121,328 

Osceola •••••••••.••••.•.••.••..........•....•..•.. 73,996 10,862 84,858 72,880 11,323 84,203 
Palo Alto ......................................... 84,561 17,636 102,197 88,581 21,256 109,837 
Plymouth •••••••••..••.•••.•••....•.......•....... 141,638 22,983 164,621 147,605 22,306 169,911 
Pocahontas •••..... ; .•.....••..................... 97,805 22,997 102,802 102,239 22,628 124,867 
SiOUll •••••••••.•••••••.•.•.•••••..••.••••.••••.•.. 175,640 20,189 195,829 172,938 20,401 193,339 

2. Butler ........................................... 57,529 17,144 74,673 59,117 15,850 74,967 
Cerro Gordo ...................................... 58,291- 16,057 74,348 61,780 17,328 79,108 
Floyd ............................................ 64,093 20,011 84,104 67,514 20,455 87,969 
Franklin .......................................... 39,826 9,836 49,662 41,616 9,783 51,399 
Hancock .......................................... 82,335 22,386 104,721 82,477 21,979 104,456 
Humboldt •••.••••..•......•••.••................. 83,366 25,742 109,108 86,720 18,223 104,943 
Kossuth .••••••••..•.•.•.•.••..........•.......... 181,985 42,490 224,475 185,317 41,327 226,644 
Mitchell ............... , .......................... 59,408 19,287 78,695 65,464 21,366 86,830 
Winnebago ........................................ 69,920 18,117 88,037 71,319 19,982 91,301 
Worth ••.•••••.••..•.•....••.•.................... 44,227 11,565 55,792 48,641 12,545 61,186 
Wright ........................................... 89,643 23,058 112,701 95,650 21,253 11.6,903 

3. Allamakee ....................................... 56,714 13,046 69,760 59,085 11,187 70,272 
Black Hawk ...................................... 98,400 35,869 134,269 105,614 37,912 143,526 
Bremer .••••.•..•....•...•.•...................... 59,283 20,506 79,789 61,620 18,874 80,494 
Buchanan •••......•....•.......•.................. 74,661 34,896 109,557 79,212 34,155 113,367 
Chickasaw .••..•..•........•...................... 61,948 22,327 84,275 66,018 21,687 87,705 
Clayton ••••................••............•....... 106,105 28,914 175,019 148,480 25,953 174,433 
Delaware .•.•. 82,883 22,328 105,211 86,363 23,160 109,523 
Dubuque •.•... :::::: ::: ::::: •................. ::: :: :: : : :: : 80,311 16,487 96,798 85,119 14,685 99,804 
Fayette •••••••.............••..................... 81,173 27,058 108,231 87,071 27,870 114,941 
Howard .......................................... 49,572 19,277 68,849 51,561 18,819 70,380 
Winneshiek ....................................... 107,153 24,817 131,970 112,553 22,835 135,388 

4. Audubon ........................................ 80,553 23,399 103,952 83,107 23,704 106,811 
Calhoun .......................................... 79,320 22,770 102,090 81,006 24,006 105,Oll 
Carroll ........................................... 124,042 23,737 147,779 128,882 148,897 

i9li:S50 Crawford ......................................... 157.932 22,759 180,691 166,570 23,980 
Greene .•.••••.••.•.•......••..................... 69,052 18,288 87,340 74,112 19,445 93,557 
Guthrie ..•..•....•.........•...................... 79,272 29,947 109,219 86,114 29,205 115,319 
Harrison ••...•...........•........................ 90,175 31,550 121,725 92,405 29,236 121,640 
Ida .............................................. 108,752 18,586 127,338 115,343 20,753 136,096 
Monona ..•........•.......•.•..•................. 100,873 22,495 123,368 104,001 23,557 127,558 
Sac .............................................. 112,660 18,917 131,577 124,973 19,073 144,046 
Shelby ............................................ 108,375 26,918 135,293 111,628 24,575 136,203 
Woodbury ........................................ 116,749 26,416 143,165 117,611 25,464 143,074 

5. Boone ........................................... 73,589 23,307 96,896 78,000 21,934 99,934 
Dallas ..••........••.•......•..................... 90,008 29,663 119,671 96,207 28,554 124,762 
Grundy ........................................... 55,629 14,766 70,395 55,934 14,770 70,704 
Hamilton ......................................... 94,908 23,992 118,900 100,142 22,421 122,563 
Hardin ........................................... 59,509 16,908 76,417 63,134 15,029 78,163 

L"!~~aii.·.:: :: ::::: :::::: :::::::: :::: : : : : : : :: : :: : : 56,594 22,589 79,183 59,716 20,125 79,841 
74,280 27,674 101,954 80,618 25,054 105,672 

Polk ............................................. 76,519 28,910 105,429 79,519 29,557 109,076 
Poweshiek ........................................ 72,195 35,826 108,021 76,186 36,488 112,674 
Story ............................................. 91,874 33,262 125,136 98,830 35,481 134,311 
Tama ............................................ 87,630 22,349 109,979 92,283 23,446 115,729 
Webster .......................................... 87,876 20,827 108,703 91,207 20,427 111,634 

6. Benton .••.........•.•...•........•.....•........ 52,029 14,846 66,875 54,147 15,908 70,055 
Cedar ............................................ 96,672 45,724 142,396 101,285 43,212 144,497 
Clinton •.•.......•...........•.................... 130,779 33,260 164,029 138,815 32,717 171,532 
Iowa ..••........•.•.........•.................... 102,667 43,52? 146,196 109,532 42,935 152,467 tackson ........................................... 88,132 27,062 115,194 92,760 26.261 119,021 

~;~~.:::::::::::::::::::::.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.::::::::::: 
60,959 38,680 99,639 62,200 37,086 99,286 
83,884 28,024 111,908 87,989 27,272 115,261 
96,513 46,009 142,522 107,672 48,820 156,492 

Muscatine .....•.........•........................ 62,007 33,971 95,978 65,492 34,353 99,845 
Scott •....••.......•... , .......................... 104,044 33,745 137,789 106,659 30,780 137,439 

7 .• Adair ............................................ 75,652 31,680 107,3.12 80,573 30,819 111,392 
Adams ........................................... 54,311 28,636 82,947 55,623 26,026 81,649 
Ca ............................................... 107,725 45,221 152,946 113,421 42,467 155,888 

~ilb~~~:::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::~: 61,137 24,324 85,461 63,776 21,021 84,797 
68,134 20,880 89,014 69,829 17,695 87,524 

Montgomery .................•.................... 77,400 29,638 107,0.18 82,369 25,569 107,936 
Page ............................................. 73,380 35,997 \09,357 72,137 32,664 104,801 
Pottawattamie .....•.....•.....••................. 176,194 49,996 226,190 181,172 40,129 221,301 
Taylor ............................................ 76,809 44,015 120,824 78,535 37,239 115,774 

8. ~r..':~~::: :::::::: :::: :::: ..... :::::: :::::: :::::: 27,633 17 ,075 44,708 30.461 17,696 48,157 
38,303 22.226 60,529 43,061 23,464 66,525 

Decatur .......................................... 44,311 25,744 70,055 51,114 27,224 78,338 
Lucas ...••.••.••..•.......•...................... 32,057 18,618 50,675 34,127 21,065 55,192 
Madison .......................................... 69,656 39,403 109,059 76,015 37,519 113,534 
Marion .•••.....•••.••..••.•••......•............. 71,354 38,706 110,060 72,402 37,618 110,020 
Monroe •••••••••••••••.••..••••................... 36,088 21,792 57,880 39,69S 23,796 63,490 
Ringgold ......................................... 47,215 25,632 72,847 53,621 25,326 78,947 
Union .••••.••.••.•.•........••..•................ 49,751 26,266 76,017 52,089 H,331 76,420 
Warren •.••••.••.•...•.•....•..•.........•........ 87,179 48,696 135,875 93,554 49,200 142,7S. 
Wayne ........................................... 32,651 18,544 51,195 35,376 19,818 55,194 
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TABLE 28. HOGS RAISED TO DISPOSAL AGE (FABM AND MABKETlNG)-Continu.d. 

County 
1933 1932 

Spring Fan Total Spring Fan Total 
P. 

liul::t 
13.296 9.195 22.491 12,970 9,152 22,122 
36.273 20.516 56.789 36,563 20.399 56.962 
35.814 21.014 56.828 36.107 21,814 57.921 
28.357 19.731 48,088 29,129 18,768 47.897 
47.956 30.592 78,548 51.969 30.768 82.737 
31.205 21.524 52.739 32,848 22.255 55,104 
51.703 29.400 11,103 53,939 28,384 82,323 
93,630 51,060 144,663 96,066 52,329 148,395 
20.997 12,677 33,674 20,927 13.429 34,356 
42,003 24.355 66,385 43,377 24.369 67.746 
94,122 64,914 159,036 95,744 60,853 156,597 

Source: 10 ... Corn-Hog Board of Revi...... om"" of Lealie M. Carl, Dea Moines, Iowa. 

IOWA HOGS MARKETED TO STOCKYARDS AND PACKING HOUSES 
(PERCENT OF' MARKETINGS) 

o 

:AG". tCON_ CHART NO. 11-.104 

Fig. 32. The chart shows that there 
is a trend toward direct marketing of 
hogs. In 1920 only 32.6 percent of Iowa 
hogs were marketed direct to packing 
houses. By 1932, there were over twice 
as manv, or 66.1 percent directs. The 
chief reasons for this increased direct 

marketing are found in the transporta
tion developments, bQth rail and motor 
truck, as they affect convenience and 

. costs of moving livestock direct and 
through public markets and of trans
porting live animals as compared with 
livestock. products; in comparative la-

IOWA~TA'tt.CQ~LtGt. 

bor costs among packers in different 
areas; in differences between direct and 
public market channels with respect to 
costs of marketing, including shrink
age,. commission charges, yardage· fees 
and other marketing costs. 

Data in table 29. 

Fig. 33. The chart shows that there is a variation in weights in the hogs re
ceived at the central markets. Part of this variation is due to the difference in 
farm feed supplies and farm management in the territory surrounding the markets. 

Some markets also build up a reputation for vat:ious weight hogs. This is espe
cially true of St. Louis, with a reputation for light shipping hogs and Omaha for 
heavier hogs. . . 

Data in table 30. 
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TABLE 29. MARKETINGS OF HOGS FROM IOWA FARMS ANNUALLY AND MONTHLY 1920·1988. .-
Stock yards Packing houses Stock yards Packing houses 

Total Monthly Total Monthly 
movement percent Numbers Percent Numbers Percent movement percent Numbers Percent 'Numben Percent 

1920 1926 
~aDUary. '" 1,126,914 13.0 789,842 70.1 337,072 29.9 ~anuary •.•• 1,317,429 12.3 768,844 58.4 548,585 41.6 

ebruary ••• 701,924 8.1 482,885 68.8 219.039 31.2 ebruary .•• 1,013,640 9.5 628,750 62.0 384,890 38.0 
March ••••• 802,643 9.3 .549,610 68.5 253,033 31.5 March •••••• 1,035,884 9.7 637,866 61.6 398,018 38.4 
April •.••.•• 613,55, 6.9 422,486 68.9 191,068 31.1 April ••••••• 785,911 7.4 450,577 57.3 335,334 42.7 
May ••••••• 866,71 10.0 621,646 71.7 245,068 28.3 May .•••••• 759,616 7.1 440,881 58.0 318,735 42.0 
June ••••••• 837,378 9.7 556,806 66.5 280,572 33.5 June.: ..... 845,080 7.9 476,431 56.4 368,649 43.6 

uly ••••..• 688,553 7.9 492,899 71.6 195,654 28.4 uly .••••••• 851,929 8.0 478,932 56.2 372,997 43.8 
August .•••• 587.473 6.8 426,261 72.6 161,212 27.4 August .•••• 811,099 7.6 497,715 61.4 313,384 38.6 
September •• 460,010 5.5 295,159 64.2 164,851 35.8 September .• 671,039 6.3 384,843 57.4 286,196 42.6 
October •••• 439,452 5.1 269,119 61.2 170,333 38.8 October .••• 610,052 5.7 339,761 55.7 270,291 44.3 
November •• 602,183 6.9 360,594 59.9 241,589 40.1 November •• 795,709 7.5 436,583 54.9 359,126 45.1 
December •• 938,826 10.8 569,988 60.7 368,838 39.3 December •• 1,178,091 11.0 571,637 48.5 606,454 51.5 . 

Annual ••• 8,665,624 100.0 5,837,295 67.4 2,828,329 32.6 Annual ••• 10,675,479 100.0 6,112,820 57.3 4,562,659 42.7 

1921 1927 £anuary .... 1,031,512 11.5 690,824 67.0 340,688 33.0 January. '" 1,342,219 11.6 632,815 47.2 709,404 52.8 
ebruary ••• 948,619 10.5 641,017 67.6 307,602 32.4 February ••• 972,320 8.4 496,777 51.1 475,543 48.9 

March ..... 701,313 7.8 478,961 68.3 222,352 31.7 March .••••. 1,116,551 9.6 602,603 54.0 513,948 46.0 

tl'a~::::::: 661,187 7.4 415,189 62.8 245,998 37.2 April.. ..... 745,923 6.5 375.636 50.4 370,287 49.6 
648,198 7.2 387,946 59.8 260,252 40.2 May ••••••• 932,557 8.1 463,547 49.7 469,010 50.3 

June •••.••• 848,927 9.4 504,921 59.5 344,006 40.5 June ....... 1,166,677 10.1 605.726 51.9 560,951 48.1 
Wy .••••••• 724,500 8.1 471,260 65.0 253,240 35.0 uly ....... 944,529 8.2 519,799 55.0 424,730 45.0 

August ...•• 639,733 7.1 450,779 70.5 188,954 29.5 August ..... 936,776 8.1 536,739 57.3 400,037 42.7 
September •• 544,023 6.1 340,764 62.6 203,259 37.4 September •• 599,794 S.2 317,979 53.0 281,815 47.0 
October .... 519,659 5.8 344,444 66.3 175,215 33.7 October .••• 645,688 5.6 324,289 50.2 321,399 49.8 
November •• 696.032 7.7 476,156 68.4 219.876 31.6 November .. 897.085 7.8 478,'346 53.3 418,739 46.7 
December •• 1,020,016 11.4 645,195 63.3 374,821 36.7 .December •. 1,250,971 10.8 535,U4 42.8 715,637 57.2 

Annual •.• 8,983,719 100.0 5,847,456 65.1 3~ 136,263 33.9 Annual ••. 11,551,090 100.0 5,889,590 51.0 5,661,500 49.0 

1922 1928 
J-anuary, ••. 1,047,610 10.8 665,512 63.5 382,098 36.5 ~anuary .••. 1,564,720 11.9 792,228 50.6 772,492 49.4 

ebruary ••• 894,580 9.2 571,664 63.9 322,916 36.1 ebruary ... 1,750,314 13.3 922,704 52.7 827,610 47.3 
March ...•. 785,194 8.1 487,861 62.1 297,333 37.9 March .•.••• 1,575,364 12.0 812,880 51.6 762,484 48.4 
April .•••••• 577,760 6.0 342,523 59.3 235,237 40.7 April .•••••. 865,111 6.6 435,776 50.4 429,335 49.6 
May ....... 763,057 7.9 461,591 60.5 301,466 39.5 May .•.•••. 1,019,777 7.8 486,127 47.7 533,650 52.3 
June ....... 914,746 9.4 554,647 60.6 360,099 39.4 June ••••.•• 987,223 7.5 471,884 47.8 515,339 52.2 

Wy •••••••• 781,297 8.1 509,161 65.2 272,136 34.8 uly ....••. 854,480 6.5 451,780 52.9 402,700 47.1 
August ..... 667,050 6.9 444,261 66.6 222,7A9 33.4 August ...•. 691,429 5.3 360,871 52.2 330,558 47.8 
September •. 632,461 6.5 406,641 64.3 225,820 35.7 September •• 572,639 4.4 276,758 48.3 295,881 51.7 
October .••• 593,874 6.1 361,822 60.9 232,052 39.1 October .••• 783,664 6.0 391,831 50.0 391,833 SO.O 
November •• 805,416 8.3 458,414 56.9 347,002 43.1 November •• 1,004,947 7.6 391,132 38.9 613,815 61.1 
December •• 1,235,549 12.7 664,487 53.8 571,062 46.2 December •. 1,455,388 11.1 529,358 36.4 926,030 63.6 

Annual ••• 9,698,594 100.0 5,928,584 61.1 3,770,010 38.9 Annual ••• 13,125,056 100.0 6,323,329 48.2 6,801,727 51.8 

1923 1929 
January .••. 1,357,796 10.2 798,818 58.8 558,978 41.2 January .•.. 1,566,732 12.8 639,339 40.8 927,393 59.2 
February ••• 1,207,043 9.1 754,449 62.5 452,594 37.5 February .•. 1,380,065 11.2 583,016 42.2 797,049 57.8 
March .••.• 1,205,672 9.1 739,334 61.3 466,338 38.7 March .•••. 888,072 7.2 426,022 48.0 462,050 52.0 
April .•.•••• 961,597 7.2 617,808 64.2 343,789 35.8 April ••••.•. 789,194 6.4 340,432 43.1 448,762 56.9 
May ••••••. 958,816 7.2 612,251 63.9 346,565 36.1 May .••.•.• 863,114 7.0 331,419 38.4 531,695 61.6 
June ....... 1,101,494 8.3 697,631 63.3 403,863 36.7 June .••.•.• 918,030 7.4 366,386 39.9 551,644 60.1 

uly ..••••• 1,176,015 8.8 807,866 68.7 368,149 31.3 Wy ••••••• 1,018,381 8.3 429,780 42.2 588,601 57.8 
August .•••• 1,024,311 7.7 693,408 67.7 330,903 32.3 August 814,805 6.6 360,071 44.2 454,734 55.8 
September" • 780,052 5.8 531,344 68.1 248,708 31.9 September 735,294 5.9 316,540 U.O 418,754 57.0 
October .... 909,364 6.8 554,900 61.0 354,464 39.0 October •••• 829,873 6.7 292,080 35.2 537,793 64.8 
November •• 1,166,771 8.8 678,797 58.2 487,974 41.8 November •• 1,045,135 8.5 335,722 32.1 709,837 67.9 
December •• 1,467,416 11.0 850,922 58.0 616,494 42.0 December •. 1,477,928 12.0 402,091 27.2 1,075,837 12.8 ----

Annual •.• 13,316,347 100.0 8,337,528 62.6 4,978,819 37.4 Annual ••. 12,326,623 100.0 4,822,898 39.1 7,503,725 60.9 

1924 1930 
~anuary. '" 1,531,763 11.1 954,135 62.3 577 ,628 37.7 ~anuary •••. 1,577,915 12.9 634,629 40.2 943,286 59.8 

ehruary ••• 1,443,363 10.5 950,092 65.8 493,271 34.2 ebruary ••• 1,178,667 9.7 443,557 37.6 735,110 62.4 
March ••••• 1,250,058 9.2 852,939 68.2 397,119 31.8 March ...... 954,166 1.8 406,101 42.6 548,065 57.4 
~ ....... 938,186 6.8 601,869 64.1 336,317 35.9 ~:::::::: 870,308 7.2 314,335 36.1 555,973 63.9 

ay ....... 952,168 6.9 554,119 58.2 398,049 41.8 913,306 7.5 331,533 36.3 581,773 63.7 June ....... 1,099,702 8.0 648,503 59.0 451,199 41.0 June ....... 1,021,100 8.4 378,785 37.1 642,315 62.9 
Wy ....... 1,132,569 8.2 715,824 63.2 416,745 36.8 Wy ....... 948,764 7.8 393,763 41.5 555,001 58.5 

August ..... 788,055 5.7 539,393 68.4 248,662 31.6 August 792,221 6.5 334,731 42.3 457,490 57.7 
September •• 652,178 4.7 424,386 65.1 227,792 34.9 September •• 698,187 5.7 303,754 U.S 394,433 56.5 
October .••• 780,896 5.7 470,487 60.2 310,409 39.8 October .• ,. 798.310 6.6 336,926 42.2 461,384 57.8 
November •• 1,328,043 9.7 832,928 62.7 495,115 37.3 November .. 1,063,164 8.7 329,399 31.0 733,755 69.0 
December ., 1,849,336 13.5 1,199,382 64.9 649,954 35.1 December •• 1,363,852 11.2 492,978 36.1 870,874 63.9 

Annual ••• 13,746,317 100.0 8,744,057 63.6 5,002,260 36.4 Annual ... 12,179,960 100.0 4,700,501 38.6 7,479,459 61.4 

1925 1931 
rnuary···· 1,693,670 15.5 1,054,884 62.3 638,786 37.7 ~anuary .... 1,736,993 13.3 696,467 40.1 1,040,526 59.9 

ebruary ••• 1,228,479 11.3 844,979 68.8 383,500 31.2 ebruary ... 1,333,894 10.2 558,659 41.9 775,235 58.1 
March ...... 789,044 7.3 567,487 71.9 221,557 28.1 March., ••• 1,084,734 8.3 475,230 43.8 609,504 56.2 
~ ....... 686,603 6.3 426,307 62.1 260,296 37.9 ~a~::::::: 896,808 6.9 352,129 39.3 544,679 60.7 

ay ....... 697,462 6.4 432,971 62.1 264,491 37.9 919,634 7.0 344,210 37.4 575,424 62.6 
June ....... 896,961 8.2 539,468 60.1 357,493 39.9 June ....... 943,369 7.2 414,427 43.9 528,942 56.1 

Wy •••••.•• 725,95' 6.7 459,979 63.4 265,975 36.6 Wy •••••.•. 859,774 6.6 404,739 47.1 455,035 52.9 
August .•• " 617 ,561 5.7 411,701 66.7 205,860 33.3 August ..•.. ~23,669 5.5 353,166 48.8 370,503 51.2 
September •• 632,634 5.8 383,133 60.6 249,501 39.4 September .. 760,596 5.8 337,417 44.4 423,179 55.6 
October .••• 705,731 6.5 423,043 59.9 282,688 40.1 October. '" 908,094 7.0 355,489 39.1 552,605 60.9 
November •• 927,089 8.5 560,523 60.5 366,566 39.5 November .. 1,190,630 9.1 430,769 36.2 759,861 63.8 
December •• 1,281,324 11.8 722,886 56.4 558,438 43.8 December .. 1,717,613 13.1 553,707 32.2 1,163,906 67.S 

Annual ..• 10,882,512 100.0 6,827,361 62.7 4,055,151 37.3 
4 

Annual •.• 13,075,808 100.0 5,276,409 40.' 7,799,399 59.6 
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TABLE 29 MARKETINGS OP HOGS FROM IOWA FARMS ANNUALLY AND MONTHLY 19201933-Continued . 

Total 
DIG_I 

1932 
~anUU}' .... 1,790,212 

ebruary ..• 1,540,997 
Mazeb ..... 1,081,187 
~ ....... &89,826 

ay ....... 946,867 June ....... 851,297 
uly ....... 750,525 

August ..... 804,335 
September •. 787,352 
October .... 806,065 
November .• 897,449 
Dec:ember ... 1,372,250 

Annual ... 12,518,362 

1933 
~anuary ..•. 1,736,993 

ebruary .•. 1,333,894 
Marcb ..... 1,084,734 
~ ....... 896,808 

&y .. ..... 919,634 June ...... 943,369 
uly ....... 859,774 

August ..... 723,669 
September .. 760,596 
October .... 908,094 
NoW'mber . . 1,190,630 
Dec:ember ••. 1,717,613 

Annual ... 13,075,808 

Moothly 
Stockyarda I Packing houses Stockyards 

Total Monthly 
peranl Numbers Per<eIlt Numbers Percent movement percent Numbers Percent 

1934 
14.3 740,847 41.4 1,049,365 58.6 ~anuary .••• 1,659,919 13.4 569,487 34.3 
12.3 622,531 40.4 918,466 59.6 ebruary .•. 1,076,198 8.7 432,439 40.2 
8.6 446,704 41.3 634,483 58.7 March ..... 878,014 7.1 312,969 35.6 
7.1 31\ ,576 35.0 578,250 65.0 April ....... 889,814 7.2' 269,699 30.3 
7.6 282,058 29.8 664,809 70.2 May ....... 1,097,053 8.8 333,262 30.4 
6.8 244,756 28.8 606,541 71.2 June ....... 1,003,185 8.1 322,393 32.1 
6.0 236,221 31.5 514,304 68.5 uly ....... 986,058 8.0 317,922 32.2 
6.4 276,577 34.4 527,758 65.6 August ..... 760,910 6.1 241,260 31.7 
6.3 282,176 35.8 505,176 64.2 September .. 661,995 5.3 183.654 27.7 
6.4 216,833 26.9 589,232 73.1 October .... 894,055 7.2 286,250 32.0 
7.2 230,520 25.7 666,929 74.3 November . . 1,199,915 9.7 370,497 30.9 

11.0 352,121 25.7 1,020,129 74.3 Dec:ember ... 1,286,560 10.4 389,576 30.3 

100.0 4,242,920 33.9 8,275,442 66.1 Annual .. . 12,393,676 100.0 4,029,408 32.5 

Source: U. S. D. A., Bureau of Agricultural 
13.3 _,467 40.1 1,040,526 59.9 Leslie M. Carl, Dee Moines, Iowa. 
10.2 558,659 41.9 775,235 58.1 
8.3 475,230 43.8 609,504 56.2 
6.9 352,129 39.3 544,679 60.7 
7.0 344,210 37.4 575,424 62.6 
7.2 414,427 43.9 528,942 56.1 
6.6 404,739 47.1 455,035 52.9 
5.5 353,166 48.8 370,503 51.2 
5.8 337,417 44.4 423,179 55.6 
7.0 355,489 39.1 552,605 60.9 
9.1 430,769 36.2 759,861 63.8 

13.1 553,707 32.2 1,163,906 67.8 

100.0 5,276,_ 40.4 7,799,399 59.6 

TABLE 80. AVERAGE WEIGHT OF HOGS. 

Slaugbtered 
under 

St. St. Sioux St. Federal 
Louis1. Joseph' City1 Paul' inspection! 

1934 ............... .. 210 222 237 215 221 
1933 ................ . 215 236 258 223 231 
1932 ................ . 210 230 254 211 230 
1931 ................ . 206 228 255 219 233 
1930 ................ . 202 228 262 231 

, 
231 

1929 ................ . 204 232 253 234 232 
1928 ................ . 205 237 257 225 229 
1927 ................ . 208 240 260 217 233 
1926 ................ . 212 241 240 215 235 
1925 ................ . 211 229 236 218 226 
1924 ................ . 200 231 243 213 222 
1923 ................ . 186 233 256 214 225 
1922 ............... .. 
1921 ................ . 

181 235 
185 235 

259 221 ~26 
252 212 226 

1920 ................ . 183 235 246 218 
1919 ................ . 227 251 
1918 ................ . 230 248 
1917 ............... .. 228 225 
1916 ................ . 219 231 
1915 ................ . 
1914 ................ . 
1913 ................ . 
1912 ................ . 
1911 ................ . 
1910 ................ . 
1909 ................ . 
1908 ................ . 
1907 ................ . 
1906 ............... .. 
1905 ............... .. 
1904 ............... .. 
1903 ................ . 
1902 ............... .. 
1901 ............... .. 
1900 ................ . 
1899 ................ . 
1898 ................ . 
1897 ................ . 
1896 ................ . 
1895 ................ . 
1894 ................ . 
1893 ............... .. 
1892 ................ . 
1891. ............... . 
1890 ............... .. 
1889 ............... .. 
1888 ............... .. 
1887 ............... .. 
1886 ................ . 
1&85 ............... .. 
1884 ................ . 
1883 ................ . 
1882 ............... .. 
.1881.. ............. .. 
1880 ................ . 
1879 ................ . 

Source: 1 Drovers Journal Yearbook of Figures 1934 Edition. 
2°. U. 8. D. A. Bureau of Agricultural Eeono~icB, "Livestock. Meats and Wool 

Market Statistics and Related Data, 1984. 

PackiDg houses 

Numbers Percent ---
1,090,432 65.T 

643,759 59.& 
565,045 64.3 
620,115 69.T 
763,791 69.'-
680,792 67.9 
668,136 67.& 
519,650 68.3 
478,341 72.3 
607,805 68.0 
829,418 69.1 
896,984 69.7 

8,364,268 67.5 

Economic.. 0lllc8 01 
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ACCURACY· OF PIG SURVEYS IN FORECASTING 
HOG MARKETINGS 
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TABLE 81. POUNDS OF HOGS MARKETED FOR EACH POUND OF HOGS 
SLAUGHTERED ON FARMS. 

Regions 

United States ....•••.......•••..........•......... 
North Atlaatic States ......•••....•.........•...... 
North Central Stat ................................ . 
North East Central ••••.•••••....•................. 
Northwest Central .•••...•••••...........••.•....•. 
Iowa ••.••........•..•.••..........•........•..••. 
South Atlaatic Stat ............................... . 
South Central States •.•••...•...........•.......•.. 
W .. temStat ..................................... . 

1924-28 

3.48 
0.62 
8.34 
5.14 

11.49 
22.21 
0.31 
0.53 
2.88 

3.75 
0.82 
8.72 
5.11 

12.30 
24.62 
0.32 
0.62 
3.OS 

1930 

3.64 
0.76 
8.49 
4.86 

11.96 
24.81 
0.30 
0.52 
2.66 

1931 

4.17 
0.63 
9.47 
5.30 

13.16 
25.34 
0.27 
0.42 
3.28 

Source: Based ou the flgurea for "Shipmenta and Local Slaughter" and "Farm Slaughter" 
reported in tbe "Preliminary Report on Farm Value. Groaa Income and Caab Income 
from Farm Production," Part I, U. S. D. A. Bur. of Ag. Eo. (Summariled 
AnnuaU)' in Yearbook of Agriculture.) 

Fig. 34. The chart shows that esti
mates based on pig surveys are fairly 
accurate in forecasting the number of 
hog marketings. The forecasts for 
Iowa were more accurate than for the 
United States. 

Data in table 32. 

TABLE 32. ACCURACY OF PIG SURVEYS 
IN FOREOASTING HOG MARKETINGS. 

Iowa 

Hog marketing in Pig J'ig crop in 
Marketing ~tage Crop percentage 

Year of preYlOUS )'ear Year of previous year 

1923-24 .... 107.4 1923 103.1 
1924-25 .... 89.5 1924 86.1 
1925-26 .••• 92.3 1925 90.6 
1926-27 .... 103.0 1926 100.8 
1927-28 .... 111.3 1927 105.~ 
1928-29. '" 96.7 1928 96.6 
1921)..30 .... 100.8 1929 100.8 
1930-31. ... 104.7 1930 105.4 
1931-32 .••. 105.6 193\ IOS.5 
1932-33 •••. 93.5 1932 92.1 
1933-34 .... 99.9 1933 100.4 
1934-35 .... 75.0' 1934 66.8 
1935-36 •.•• ~ .... 1935 99.01 

United States 

1923-24 .... 106.9 1923 102.5 
1924-25 .... 85.4 1924 81.0 
1925-26. _ •• 85.0 1925 90.0 
1926-27 •••• 101.4 1926 100.0 
1927-28 •••• 109.0 1927 106.0 
1928-29 .... 99.5 1928 94.0 
1929-30 •••. 93.4 1929 94.6 
1930-31. ••• 93.3 1930 96.0 
1931-32 .••• 97.1 1931 109.0 
1932-33 •••• 105.4 1932 102.4 
1933-34 •••• 84.2 1933 100.6 
1934-35 •••• 79.0' 1934 65.0 
1935-36 •••• ..... 1935 90 ()I 

'Estimated. 
·Est. from .Tuna I, 1985 pig 81lrTe,. and 

breeding intentions for faU of 1935. 
Source: "Liyestock in Iowa Agricultu..re.1I 

Lealie M. Oarl, Sr. Ag. Statisti· 
cian, U. S. D. A., Dea Moines, 
10 .... 
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SHIFT IN HOG POPULATION 
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v, 
~Weslern Corn Bell Fig. 35. Most of the increase in hog 

numbers in the United States since 1914 
occurred in the western Corn Belt 
states. The other Corn Belt states lost 
approximately what the western states 
grained. 
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Fig. 36. Important changes have (lC

curred in the geographic. distribution of 
hog slaughter since the World War. 
The proportion of hogs slaughtered in 
the five western Corn Belt states has in
creased greatly, while that in other re
gions has decreased or continued rela
tively unchanged. 
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TABLE 88 LIVESTOCK ON FARMS IN IOWA 

Hog. All Cattle Cows and Heif.rs Sheep Honea Mules 
2 years old aod over -------- - ----

1935 1930 1935 1930 1935 1930 1935 1930 1935 1930 1935 1930 
--------

Sta~ .•..••••••••••• 5,804,474 10,055,591 4,569,590 3,516,914 2,030,527 1,561,104 1,782,906 1,557,517 902,512 1,040,479 67,320 84,515 

Adair ............... 53,558 113,209 40,659 37.732 19,605 16,459 12,126 22,763 9,228 .10.243 686 967 
Adams .............. 41,792 76.422 29,220 28,733 13.647 13,042 10,490 17 ,611 6,177 7,338 656 886 
AlIamak ............. ,~8.330 54,105 49,462 45.004 24,984 20,486 10.993 14.249 8,449 9,242 13. _ 172 

Appanoooe ........... 4,837 30,485 27,511 24,420 15,563 11 ,843 29,887 36,200 5,957 6,819 514 800 
Audubon ............ 49,006 94,237 46.255 36,651 19,213 14,904 10,893 11,699 7,997 9,742 690 823 
Benton .•....... o .0 •• 89,832 129,104 69,737 50,466 28,584 21,897 12,210 10,440 12,181 15,135 567 858 
Black Hawk ......... 69,990 94,959 54,848 40,507 27,001 19,204 17,767 7,646 8,595 9,730 366 695 
Boone ..... 0 •••••••• 54,074 80,306 44,171 31,718 18,488 14,192 5,557 5,604 9,489 11,582 922 978 
Bremer ............. 51,640 77,718 42,284 36,714 26,262 23,197 5,142 7,036 8,768 9,571 220 206 
Bucbanao ........... 64,380 87,829 48,692 35,204 24,011 17 ,371 12,789 9,103 9,974 10,667 476 622 

Buena VISta ••••••••• 88,434 132,519 59,196 36,666 21,064 14,983 29,080 10,304 10,028 11,543 528 657 
Butler .............. 62,608 90,621 52,754 41,309 24,951 20,170 17 ,539 8,956 10,687 11,679 232 340 
Calhoun ......•...••• 46,538 76,382 39,737 25,690 16,734 11,625 11,680 8,851 9,984 12,029 933 1,007 
Carroll .............. 73,897 121,211 55,444 40,219 22,640 16,572 10,032 9,897 10,094 12,076 819 929 
Cass ................ 60,373 120,470 46,759 37,878 19,899 14,530 13,410 20,533 9,008 10,648 1,327 1,493 
Cedar ............... 111,401 179,892 59,753 42,895 24,595 17,705 29,812 22,143 9,480 11,067 771 798 
Cerro Gordo •.••••••. 58,217 90,563 52,694 38,454 22,929 17 ,854 24,645 8,118 9,375 11,024 301 380 
Cherokee ............ 92,692 136,837 59,967 35,639 18,413 13,090 37,001 8,595 9,688 11,123 461 520 
Chickasaw .......... 49,487 65,817 45,145 36,042 24,044 18,398 9,423 11,177 9,118 9,575 145 210 
Clark ............... 21,974 55,173 23,839 24,096 11,857 10,676 7,816 17 ,568 5,503 7,200 387 626 

Clay ................ 62,515 90,237 55,605 35,962 19,462 15,625 30,674 15,149 9,389 10,411 383 611 
Clayton ............. 61,952 137,849 63,122 57,878 36,957 31,224 9,555 13,350 12,128 13,133 337 494 
Clinton .•••••••.•••• 87,939 142,209 71,403 51,206 24,780 20,344 7,327 7,380 11,704 13,265 473 453 
Crawford •••••••••••• 92,431 190,389 65,212 54,915 26,223 20,491 8,193 8,241 12,467 14,249 958 1,115 
Dallas .............. 57,183 103,565 38,312 32,308 17,110 12,603 8,599 14,180 8,836 10,383 898 1,190 
Davis ............... 14,833 32,909 23,108 22,938 13,350 11,539 65,248 85,747 5,921 7,136 494 671 
Decatur ............. 24,530 50,587 31,593 28,735 16,690 12,895 14,995 23,928 6,507 7,831 728 1,193 
Delaware ............ 69,826 120,943 52,370 42,560 30,188 22,984 13,707 9,715 9,935 10,138 549 589 
D .. Moin ............ 43,685 72,276 30,203 21,602 14,537 10,522 9,239 11,144 6,819 7,429 432 586 
Dickinson ••••••••••• 36,276 52,807 35,311 21,110 13,827 9,518 22,505 8,259 6,511 7,423 285 414 

Dubuque •••••••••••• 59,426 96,603 52,692 47,259 30,179 24,151 5,597 8,527 9,447 10,596 313 385 
Emmet ............. 37,588 53,393 34,679 21,040 14,152 10,179 14,064 4,988 6,610 7,357 431 551 
Fay.tte ............. 60,598 98,839 64,823 54,619 36,072 27,61.1 14,551 19,976 12,681 12,960 J09 371 
Floyd ............... 50,900 79,701 42,438 32,097 17,833 13,862 29,455 11,147 8,048 9,339 200 285 
Franklin ............ 82,872 110,_ 58,422 40,874 23,076 16,741 27,324 9,390 10,588 12,020 298 549 
Fremont ............ 41,755 67,016 25,838 20,399 W,329 8,026 1,269 1,506 6,660 8,701 1,964 2,347 
Greene .............. 54,446 78,627 45,347 29.602 19,073 12,662 10,601 11,049 9,780 11,658 900 1,009 

g~::::::::::::: 65,674 100,899 50,658 40.350 20,595 16.936 17,153 7,994 9,039 10,519 336 392 
41,983 88.821 41,064 36,772 19,965 16.423 10,568 17,600 9,212 11,393 800 996 

Hamilton ........... 64,827 104,940 45,890 30,964 17,649 12,856 16,372 8,264 9,870 12,703 617 712 

Haocock ...••••••••• 60.701 96,713 51,286 35,788 '22,462 16,210 18,417 7,928 10,303 11,391 460 574 
Hardin .............. 75,111 104,083 51,195 36.374 22,121 15,894 26,196 12,306 9,924 11,348 572 785 
Harrison •••••••••••• 63.149 126.632 47,360 36,052 20,142 15,132 5,751 10,791 11,547 13,897 1,971 2.439 
Henry .............. 39,518 76,912 32,556 26,691 15,245 11,278 23.738 32,882 6,931 8,759 625 743 
Howard ............. 36,345 51,294 45,237 35,532 22,84~ 17 ,058 17 ,305 11,721 8,01S 8,212 149 208 
Humboldt •.•••.••••• 56,938 81,197 36,753 23,994 13,835 10,034 11,115 4,618 7,477 7,977 434 502 
Ida: ................ 63.360 111,417 38,894 31,556 14,161 9,684 14,006 4,641 7,913 9,307 733 819 
Iowa ................ 63,495 126,817 49,348 42,088 22,713 18,328 11,190 19,143 9,133 10,519 777 982 iackson ............. 48,651 87,459 51,751 47.331 25,627 21,231 11,162 12,620 8,135 9,316 70S 826 

asper .............. 85,396 159,971 54,901 45,283 24,394 18,893 15,405 26,574 11,356 14,163 954 1,235 

Jefferson ..........•. 30,802 67,961 27,957 23,806 13,595 9,663 22,705 27,883 6,629 7,696 511 704 
ohnson ............. 89,413 178,768 49.907 40.780 24,636 19,766 16,666 21,075 9,649 11,758 1.161 1,337 
~ ................. 69.545 104,346 59,926 49,956 26,542 21,917 10,917 12,188 8.8ol9 10,137 532 671 

Ir.uk ............. 65,684 148,760 36,973 33.644 18.504 15,443 24,661 33,032 9,778 11,325 1,066 1,438 
Koasuth ............. 112,976 169,049 80,197 49,341 33,824 23,163 33,028 10,685 17 ,231 18.749 778 1.043 
Lee ................. 25,571 46.761 30.309 24.154 16,254 11,841 31,483 36,399 6,845 7,244 649 802 
Linn ................ 81,738 114,118 62,376 45.742 30.406 22.205 15,275 12,708 11,589 13,278 695 803 
Louisa .............. 47,697 71,873 26,300 19,660 10,768 7,801 7,147 9,058 5,800 6,558 438 489 
Lucas ............... 18.851 45,849 22,315 21,786 12.294 10,562 19,372 27.593 5,793 6,637 648 937 
Lyon ............... 62,920 118,036 58,047 34.080 20,579 15,349 42.486 8,795 10,881 11,768 311 272 

lIfadi!on ............ 42,836 115.714 32,532 34,535 16,379 14,631 15,080 32.574 7,703 9,779 644 958 
Mahaska ............ 53.051 147,585 35,345 33,637 19,126 15,755 27,639 42,989 8.977 10.738 1,266 1,471 
Marion ............ . 42,080 117,495 29.622 30.185 16,503 13,890 .26,126 37,354 8,088 10,199 853 1,084 
Marshall ............ 81,342 113,601 55.852 38,934 23,072 16,621 28,039 15,685 10,222 11,775 564 604 
Mills ............... 44,662 70,706 28,574 23.832 11,074 8.354 2.958 5,948 6,272 7,650 1,301 1,570 
Mitchell ............. 44,155 60,236 48,456 34,558 19,711 14,786 24,135 10.235 8,167 8,401 160 298 
MODona ......•...... 58,172 116,237 45.263 30.663 17 .188 12,295 8,623 3,738 9,507 11,729 1,233 1,509 
Monroe ............ . 15,790 42,289 19,050 21.2-11 11,214 9.452 12 ,335 22,832 4,862 5,608 791 1,130 
Montgomery . .......• 56,187 103.345 31,541 26.406 13.210 9,785 5,280 8,293 6,666 7.797 1,131 1,348 
Muscatin ............ 55,809 89,712 37,106 26,945 16,874 12,481 7,955 7,883 6,705 8,243 611 585 

O'Brien ............. 73,321 145,761 59.284 36.051 ~I,521 14,687 51.557 12,167 9.805 10,740 371 453 
Osceola ............. 43,914 58,256 37,994 21,592 14,333 9,983 28,879 11,3.10 7.270 8,191 273 322 

~:r:Aiio':.::::::::: : 69.455 119,721 41,635 33,548 17,262 13,345 12 ,094 11,607 8,604 9,871 1,553 1,836 
63,765 81,052 47,268 29,773 19,091 13,451 19.259 5,447 9,668 11,317 547 663 

Plymouth ........... 106,858 221,083 80,274 56,115 31,672 24,675 39,023 15,638 14,591 17 ,070 899 959 
Pocabontaa .......... 64,696 89,294 45.891 26.864 17 ,362 11,562 16,770 5,425 10,001 11,850 670 682 
Pollr. ................ 46,049 79,958 38,845 33.136 19,684 15,079 5,779 7,058 8.045 10,048 1,009 1,274 
Pottawattami •••••••• 119,087 215,193 80,633 65,667 29,672 22,451 10,804 17 ,372 15,418 17 ,579 2,132 2,831 
Powesbiek ........... 58.797 139,376 44,804 38,7.14 21,057 16,857 13,153 19,450 8,366 10.999 746 960 
Ringold ............ 28,814 61,562 35.297 30,825 17 ,548 14,673 14,439 23,643 7,401 8,557 717 1,206 
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TABLE 88 LIVESTOOK ON FARMS IN IOWA--Oontinued 

Hop All C".attle CoW& and Heifers Sheep Horses MuJeo 
2 years old and over -------- -------- --------1935 19.10 1935 19.10 1935 19.10 1935 19.10 1935 1930 1935 1930 -------- ----I-- -------- -------- --------

Soc ••••••••••••••••• 71.724 110,065 53,920 33,072 21,197 14,285 19,599 8,651 10,220 11,301 924 .~!; Scott ............... 72,444 109,494 48,472 37,273 23,575 18,913 4,742 5,312 8,578 9,234 676 
Shelby .............. 75,448 143,391 59,988 47,761 24,572 19,342 6,660 11,236 11,370 12,919 873 1,283 
Sious ••.•.•••.•.•••. 97,255 2.10,517 80,932 54,514 .10,570 23,507 54,383 18,207 15,860 17,320 462 553· 
Story ............... 58,264 95,127 45,273 32,576 18,716 13,681 7,548 5,682 9,942 II ,859 854 961 
TUBa ............... 91,138 141,622 72,521 59,196 30,851 26,300 29,077 16,333 11,773 13,425 636 912' 
T.ylor .............. 45,261 91,467 39,010 29,587 18,168 13,561 18,689 27,184 8,805 9,836 795 1,221 
Union .•...•...•.•••. 29,610 62,474 28,992 28,844 14,771 12 ,906 7,536 13,282 5,989 7,426 516 702' 
Vao Bur ............. 17,846 34,478 26,772 22,700 14,690 10,789 42,938 62,041 6,260 6,843 530 683· 
W.pello ............. 26,582 58,441 24,207 20,873 13,683 10,613 19,840 26,073 5,236 6,513 564 712' 

Warre ............... 43,466 109,763 33,366 33,908 17,616 15,455 16,453 28,323 7,824 10,148 818 98S 
WaahingtoD ......... 95,426 161,387 42,016 34,065 18,081 14,006 20,894 20,446 8,821 10,587 945 1,227 

~:~ ... ::::::::::: 23,909 45,665 32,403 27,976 17,377 13,417 18,559 25,924 7,124 8,030 650 1'~r 64,327 92,292 48,188 31,620 20,688 14,806 9,420 4,114 11 ,656 13,356 753 
Winneha'o .......... 41,207 70,008 38,151 27,043 18,752 13,840 9,787 6,164 7,929 8,017 316 29S 
Winnesbiek ••......•. 65,201 115,500 67,566 59,034 34,469 28,810 15,629 21,375 12,479 13,077 306 32S 
Woodbury ........... 98,767 162,861 71,260 47,917 24,622 17 ,124 39,058 17,494 13,553 16,315 1,532 2,077 
Worth .............. 40,298 54,523 41,701 28.931 18,561 14,561 22,643 4,370 7,085 7,614 162 18S 
Wri&ht .............. 75,301 109,246 48,981 33,928 18,538 13,528 15,511 9,965 9,970 11 ,802 521 713' 

Source: U. S. Farm Census, 1935. 

TABLE 84. MARKETING OF CATTLE FROM IOWA FARMS ANNUALLY AND MONTHLY 1920·1984 

Total Monthly 
Stock yards Packing houses Stock yards Packing hous .. 

Total Monthly 
movement percent Numbers Percent Numbers Percent movement percent Numbers Percent Numbers Percent 

1920 1924 
~anuary .... 231,743 13.6 229,234 98.9 2,509 1.1 January .... 211,713 11.1 201,915 95.4 9,798 4.6 

ebruary ••• 171,384 10.1 168,252 98.2 3,132 1.8 February ... 162,348 8.5 156,409 96.4 5,939 3.6 
March ..... 164,280 9.6 161,429 98.3 2,851 1.7 March ...... 172,968 9.1 165,140 95.5 7,828 4.5 

tfa~::::::: 157,157 9.2 152,872 97.3 4,285 2.7 April ....... 150,677 7.9 140,872 93.5 9,805 6.5 
177,954 10.5 174,546 98.1 3,408 1.9 May ....... 156,379 8.2 147,453 94.3 8,926 5.7 Jun ........ 149,440 8.8 146,270 97.9 3,170 2.1 June ....... 144,842 7.6 136,917 94.5 7,925 5.5 

uly ....... 109,007 6.4 106,288 97.5 2,719 2.5 u1y ........ 155,185 8.1 144,802 93.3 10,383 6.7 
August ..••. 95,913 5.6 93,509 97.5 2,404 2.5 August.. ... 126,862 6.6 120,091 94.6 6,770 5.4-
Sept.mber •• 100,735 5.9 98,919 98.2 1,816 1.8 September •. 126,819 6.6 120,107 94.7 6,712 5.3 
October .•.. 75,801 4.4 74,115 97.8 1,686 2.2 October .... 131,550 6.9 124,269 94.5 7,281 5.5 
November .. 119,099 7.0 116,425 97.8 2,674 2.2 November •• 140,523 7.4 133,862 95.3 6,661 4.7 
December .. 151,090 8.9 149,245 98.8 1,845 1.2 December ,. 229,878 12.0 221,996 96.6 7,882 34 

Annual .•• 1,703,603 100.0 1,671,104 98.1 32,499 1.9 Annual. .. 1,909,744 100.0 1,813,834 95.0 95,910 5.0 

1921 1925 January .... 207,240 12.7 204,418 98.6 2,822 1.4 January .... 195,732 11.3 188,836 96.5 6,896 3.5; 
.bruary ... 133,689 8.2 130,739 97.8 2,950 2.2 February ••. 149,577 8.6 144,632 96.7 4,945 3.3-

March •.... 161,970 9.9 159,245 98.3 2,725 1.7 March ..... 173,583 10.0 167,588 96.5 5,995 3.S; 
tf: ....... 144,221 8.8 141,989 98.5 2,232 1.5 tfa~::::::: 136,017 7.8 128,495 94.5 7,522 5.S; 

ay ....... 142,028 8.7 139,t73 98.0 2,855 2.0 151,447 8.7 144,247 95.3 7,200 4.7 iun ........ 158,333 9.7 155,171 98.0 . 3,162 2.0 Jun ........ 131,117 7.6 123,818 94.4 7,299 5.6 
u1y ....... 97,242 5.9 94,878 97.6 2,364 2.4 u1y ....... 113,566 6.4 106,712 94.0 6,854 6.0 

August .•.•• 118,182 7.2 115,039 97.3 3,143 2.7 August ..•.. 102,476 5.9 97,603 95.2 4,873 4.8 
September, . 106,832 6.5 104,410 97.7 2,422 2.3 September .. 96,006 5 .. 5 92,165 96.0 3,841 4.0 
October •••. 101,485 6.2 99,474 98.0 2,011 2.0 October .... 112,368 6.5 108,522 96.6 3,846 3.4 
November .. 122,709 7.5 120,740 98.4 1,969 1.6 November .. 151,266 8.7 146,305 96.7, 4,961 3.3 
December •• 142,812 8.7 140,685 98.5 2,127 1.5 December •. 223,372. 13.0 212,111 94.9 11,261 5.1 

Annual ••. 1,636,743 100.0 1,605.961 98.1 30,782 1.9 Annual, •• 1,736,527 100.0 1,661,034 95.6 75,493 4.4 

1922 ......... 1916 
~aDUary •••• 169,535 10.1 167,254 98.7 2,281 1.3 January •••• 197,358 10.4 189,574 96.0 7,784 4.0 

ebruary ... 135,994 8.1 13.l,304 98.0 2,690 2.0 February ... 153,069 8.1 147,279 96.2 . 5,790 3.8 
March ..... 150,816 9.0 147,782 98.0 3,034 2.0 March" •.• 163,873 8.6 158,126 96.5 5,747 3.5 
tf: ....... 121,815 7.3 119,599 98.2 '2,216 1.8 tf~::::::: 136,970 7.2 128,554 93.8 8,416 6.2 

ay ....... 183,806 11.0 180,788 98.4 3,018 1.6 164,024 8.6 152,342 92.9 11,682 7.1 
June ....... 155,562 9.3 151,807 97.6 3,755 2.4 iune ...... , 178,341 9.4 167,773 94.0 10,568 6.0 

uly ....... 129,499 7.7 124,941 96.5 4,558 3.5 u1y ........ 151,581 8.0 141,728. 93.5 9,853 6.5 
August ..... 120,309 7.2 117,218 97.4 3,091 2.6 August ..... 139,423 7.3 129,465 92.8 9,958 7.2 
September. , 112,013 6.7 109,489 97.7 2,524 2.3 September •• 139,338 7.3 129,146 92.7 10,192 7.3 

. October .... 113,651 6.8 111,573 98.2 2,078 1.8 October .... 126,474 6.7 115,943 91.7 10,531 8.3 
November., 118,362 7.1 115,993 98.0 2,369 2.0 November •• 151,830 8.0 142,458 93.8 9,372 6.2 
December •• 162,778 9.7 160,655 98.7 2,123 1.3 December ••. 197,124 10.4 185,692 94.2 11,432 5.8 

Annual .. , 1,674,140 100.0 1,640,403 98.0 33,737 2.0 Annual ... 1,899,405 100.0 1,788,080 94.2 111,325 5.8 

1923 1927 

~anuary .... 188,361 10.0 181,425 96.3 6.936 3.7 ~anuary .... 200,471 11.0 181,518 90.5 IB,953 9.5 
ebruary ••• 147,631 7.9 140,345 95.1 7,286 4.9 ebruary ... 152,430 8.3 140,489 92.2 11,941 7.8 

March ...... 131,976 7.0 124,959 94.7 7,017 5.3 March ••••• 159,480 8.7 146,251 91.7 13,229 8.3 

~ ....... 177,193 9.4 168,798 95.3 8,395 4.7 April ...... 132,002 7.2 121,279 91.9 10,723 8.1 

y ....... 174,797 9.3 164,944 94.4 9,853 5.6 May ....... 191,386 10.5 177,836 92.9 13,550 7.1 

June ....... 160,242 8.5 149,892 93.5 10,350 6.5 Jun ........ .180,213 9.8 163,934 91.0 16,279 9.0 

uiy ........ 161,020 8.6 149,996 93.2 11,024 6.8 u1y ....... 145,416 7.9 131,301 90.3 14,115 9.7 

Angust ..... 138,655 7.4 129,952 93.7 8,703 6.3 August ••••• 159,838 8.7 146,420 91.6 13,418 8.4 

September •• 125,221 6.7 119,753 95.6 5,468 4.4 September •• 107,180 5.8 95,185 88.8 11,995 11.2 

October .... 144,981 7.7 136,500 94.1 8,481 5.9 October. , •• 115,731 6.3 103,427 89.4 12,304 10.6 

November •• 130,798 6.9 123,305 94.3 7,493 5.7 November .. 133,181 7.3 122,203 91.7 10.978 8.3 

December •• 198,921 10.6 191,216 96.1 7,705 3.9 December ,. 147,294 B.5 136,670 92.8 10,624 7.2 

AnnnaJ ••• 1,879,796 100.0' 1,781,085 94 .. 7 98,711 5.3 AnnnaJ •. , 1,824,622 100.0 1,666,513 91.3 158,109 B.7 
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TABLE 54. MARKETING OF OATTLE FROM IOWA FARMS ANNUALLY AND MONTHLY 1920·1984-Continued. 

Stock yards Packing houses Stock yards Packing houses 
Total Monthly Total Monthly 

movement percent Numbers Percent Numbers Percent movement percent Numbers Percent Numbers Percent 

1928 1931 
~anuary. '" 147.552 10.3 134,621 91.2 12,931 8.8 January .••• 119,671 7.5 105,105 87.8 14,566 12.2 

ebruary ••• 130,289 9.1 117,184 89.9 13,105 10.1 February ••• 107,399 6.8 95,675 89.1 11,724 10.9 
March ...... 122,594 8.5 111,016 90.6 11,578 9.4 March ...... 135,030 8.5 117,276 86.9 17,754 13.1 

~l'::::::: :: 128,163 9.9 114,709 89.5 13,454 10.5 April ....... 138,568 8.7 120,819 87.2 17,749 12.8 
137 ,25~ 9.6 123,172 89.7 14,080 10.3 May ....... 137,789 8.7 119,223 86.5 18,566 I3.S 

June ....... m:~~~\ 9.5 121,625 89.1 14,878 10.9 June ....... 154,471 9.7 131,995 85.5 22,476 14.5 
uly ....... 8.6 109,065 88.8 13,703 11.2 July ....... 143,073 9.0 118,120 82.6 24,953 17.4 

August. .... 90.284 6.3 77,269 85.6 13,01S 14.4 August ••••. 159,291 10.0 135,233 84.9 24,058 15.1 
September •• 94,400 6.6 83,086 88.0 11,314 12.0 September •• 128,850 8.1 107,870 83.7 20,980 16.3 
October ..•• 91,092 6.3 86,351 94.8 4,741 S.2 October .••• llS,322 7.3 91,284 79.2 24,038 20.8 
November •• 96,807 6.7 84,373 87.2 12 .434 12.8 November .. 122,719 7.7 104,659 85.3 18,060 14.7 
December •• 138,30S 9.6 127,720 92.3 10,585 7.7 December •• 127,100 8.0 110,900 87.3 16,200 12.7 

Annual... 1,436,009 100.0 1,290,191 89.8 145,818 10.2 Annual... 1,589,283 100.0 1.358,159 85.5 231.124 14.5 

1929 1932 
~anuary . • 0. 158,957 10.5 146,296 92.0 12,661 8.0 January .... 143,375 9.3 123,590 86.2 19,785 13.8 

ebruary .•• 115,413 7.7 106,445 92.2 8,968 7.8 February ... 132,718 8.6 112,419 84.2 20,299 15.3 
March ...... 124,085 8.2 114,649 92.4 9,436 7.6 March ..... 130,975 8.5 107,929 82.4 23,046 17.6 

~::::::::: 125,450 8.3 113,683 90.6 11,767 9.4 ~~::::::: 124,599 8.1 97,676 78.4 26,923 21.6 
122,573 8.1 106,293 86.7 16,280 13.3 144,663 9.4 117,197 81.0 27,466 19.0 

June ....... 127,795 8.5 112,431 88.0 15,364 12.0 June ....... 139,929 9.1 106,212 75.9 33,717 24.1 
uly ....... 136,222 9.0 120,827 88.7 15,395 11.3 u1y ....... 102,507 6.7 76,093 74.2 26,414 25.8 

August ••••• 113,726 7.6 102,460 90.1 11,266 9.9 August ..... 117,455 7.7 93,215 79.4 24,240 20.6 
September •• 131,634 8.7 118,065 89.7 13,569 10.3 September •. 130,793 8.5 100,775 77.1 30,018 22.9 
October ..•• 114,654 7.6 100,955 88.1 13,699 11.9 October •••. 128,554 8.4 96,968 75.5 31,586 24.6 
November .. 94,957 6.3 85,433 90.0 9,524 10.0 November •• 123,634 8.0 101,766 82.3 21,868 17.7 
December •. 143,650 9.5 129,294 90.0 14,356 10.0 December •• 118,517 7.7 97,051 81.9 21,446 18.1 

Annual ••• 1,509,116 100.0 1,356,831 89.9 152,285 10.1 Annual ... 1,537,719 100.0 1,230,891 80.1 306,828 19.9 

1930 1933 i-anuary .... 125,563 8.2 112,315 89.4 13,248 10.6 January .... 125,~87 7.3 100,328 79.9 25,159 20.1 
ebruary ... 110,774 7.2 98.798 89.2 11,976 10.8 February ... 109,288 6.4 84,070 76.9 25,218 23.1 

March ..... 117,342 7.7 101,885 86.8 15.457 13.2 March ..... 101,473 5.9 72,194 71.1 29,279 28.9 

~~l::::::: 116,654 7.6 100,116 85.8 16,538 14.2 April.. ..... 116,610 6.8 84,200 72.2 32,410 27.8 
135,301 8.8 118,658 87.7 16,643 12.3 May ....... 160,797 9.3 122,692 76.3 38,105 23.7 June ....... 146,624 9.6 129,831 88.5 16,793 11.5 June ....... 167,377 9.7 132,404 79.1 34,973 20.9 

uly ....... 136,805 8.9 120,870 88.4 15,935 11.6 July ........ 146,258 8.5 112,005 76.6 34,253 23.4 
August .•••. 122,547 8.0 104,698 85.5 17,849 14.5 August ..... 165,458 9.6 132,390 80.0 33,068 20.0 
September .• 148,303 9.7 129,397 87.3 18,906 12.7 September •• 154,842 9.0 117,172 75.7 37,670 24.3 
October •••. 108,900 7.1 94,014 86.3 14,886 13.7 October ..•. 160,598 9.4 121,691 75.8 38,907 24.2 
November .. 102,995 6.7 87,910 85.4 15,085 14.6 November .. 148,695 8.7 112,529 75.7 36,166 24.3 
December •• 159,947 10.5 138,753 86.8 21,194 13.2 December •. 160,976 9.4 121,619 75.5 39,357 24.5 

Annual ... 1,531,755 100.0 1,337,U5 87.3 194,510 12.7 AnnuaL •• 1,717,859 100.0 1,313,294 76.4 404,565 23.6 

Source: U. S. D. Ac: Bureau of Agricultural Economics, Office of 1934 
January ..•• 188,513 8.8 148.555 78.8 39,958 21.2 

LeBlie M. arl, Dee Moines, Iowa. February ..• 164,925 7.7 122,455 74.2 42.470 25.7 

WORL.DCATTLt NUMBERS 
1926-':30 AV. 

WORLD TOTAL 
870,800,000 HtAD 

AGIl ICON. CtIAIIf NO. .... 1.1 IOWA ITATe COLuoC 

Fig. 37. The United States ranks 
third in world production of cattle. aver
aging 9 percent for 1926-30. 

March ..... 158,320 7.4 117,471 74.2 40,849 25.8 
April ....... 174,906 8.1 125,723 71.9 49,183 28.1 
May ....... 209,251 9.7 160,082 76.5 49,169 23.5 
June ....... 197,384 9.2 146,094 74.0 51.290 26.0 

u1y ....... 180,901 8.4 131,170 72.5 49,731 27.S 
August ..... 168,515 7.8 124,664 74.0 43,851 26.0 
September •. 158,076 7.4 117,087 74.1 40,989 25.9 
October •••. 170.218 7.9 129,373 76.0 40,845 24.0 
November .. 176,167 8.2 134,177 76.2 41,990 23.8 
December ... 201,835 9.4 155,256 76.9 46,579 23.1 

Annual... 2,149,011 100.0 1,612,107 75.0 536,904 25.0 

TABLB 85. SmPMENTS OF STOCKER AND FEEDBR OATTLE INTO IOWA. 
1926·1980 

Omaha Kansas City SiOIlZ £ity St. Paul -------- ----
Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Month Five-year of annual Five-year of annual Five-year of annual Five-year of annual 
average average average average average average average average 

lanuary ..... . 10,865 6.3 4,739 6.0 9,432 5.8 2,823 6.3 
ebruary ..... 8,681 5.0 4,452 5.6 7,822 4.8 2,288 5.1 

March ....... 7,769 4.5 4,819 6.1 8,426' 5.1 2,202 4.9 

~~::::::::: 5,169 3.0 4,330 5.5 5,693 3.5 1,828 4.0 
3,851 2.2 3,513 4.4 5,664 3.4 1,326 2.9· June ......... 3,091 1.8 3,837 4.8 6,324 3.9 1,648 3.6 

u1y ......... 3,608 2.1 4,737 6.0 7,629 4.7 2,863 6.3 
August .•.••.• 12,913 7.5 9,907 12.S 13,534 8.3 5,171 11.5 
September •••• 33,886 19.6 13,777 17.4 27,450 16.8 7,433 16.5 
October ...... 45,257 26.2 14,002 17.6 38,670 23.7 9,182 20.4-
November .... 24,731 14.3 6,700 8.4 21,263 13.0 5,604 12.4 
December •••• 12,983 7.5 4,517 5.7 11,528 7.0 2,733 6.1 ----

Annual .... 172,804 100. 79,331 100. 163,434 100. 45,101 100. 

Source: U. s. D. A. . Bureau of Agricultural Bconomlcs, from reporta of the .Bureau of 
Animal Induatr7.. . 
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Principal Beef-Producing Areas with Number of 
. Beef Cattle on Farms, Apr. I, 1930 * 

u.s. TOTAL 19.985.000 HEAD 
Each dot represents 2.500 head 
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Fig. 38. The map shows that Iowa is a leading state in 
beef production. Although it did not have the largest num
ber of cattle on farms, it ranked first in the value of pro
duction. 

STOCKER AND fEEDER CATTLE SHIPPED INTO 
IOWA fROM ALL MARKETS 
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Fig. 39. The chart shows that a large percentage of the stocker and feeder cat
tle are shipped into Iowa in August, September, Oc.tober and November. 
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Fig. 40. Over a 5-year period from 
1926-30, Omaha sent more stocker and 
feeder cattle. into Iowa than any other 
market. Sioux City was a close second, 
with Kansas City, third. 
. Data in table 35. 
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STATE ORIGIN Of CATTLE RECEIPTS AT CHICAGO 
Average of 1926 and 1927 
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Fig. 41. The chart shows when Iowa and other states market their cattle. 
TABLE 86. FIVE·YEAR AVERAGES-SHIPlIlENTS OF BEEF STEERS

IOWA TO CHICAGO 

Jt::~:. Choice 
and prime Good Medium Common Cheap 

1925-29 
~anuary ...•......... " 59,280 2,333 14,128 29,452 12.241 926 

ebruary .............. 46,109 1,981 11,875 24,518 7,282 454 
March ................ 47,110 2,140 13,265 22,838 8,304 562 

~,;::::::: :::::: ::::: 45,601 3,936 14,202 21,874 5,171 418 
58,184 5,177 20,081 27,038 5,337 552 Jun ................... 58,608 9,476 26,186 19,020 3,107 819 

uly .................. 49,538 11,414 22,_ 12,503 2,712 500 
August ................ 51,159 8,995 27,708 11,807 2,_ 240 
September ............. 45,041 6,741 23,589 10,716 3,668 329 
October ............... 41,008 6,046 20,814 9,005 4,675 467 
November ••••••••••••• 46,054 4,486 17 ,413 16,231 7,353 571 
December ............. 54,657 3,543 17,160 22,352 10,802 711 

Totals .............. 602,350 • 66,268 228,830 227,354 73,260 6,548 

192Z-26 

td,~~..y::::::::::::: : 72,799 1,670 12,124 38,286 18,556 2,163 
56,853 1,483 9,120 30,789 14,206 1,255 

March ................ 58,222 2,160 11,136 30,116 12,888 1,367 

~r;:::::::::::: :::::: 58,263 3,657 12,731 31,187 9,439 1,249 
72,983 4,963 20,666 35,912 9,923 1,519 iuoe •••••.•••••••••••• 68,258 10,186 22,437 28,534 5,704 1,397 

u1y .................. 60,152 9,712 22,948 21,935 4,382 1,175 
August ................ 58,200 10,312 26,357 17 ,866 3,052 613 
Sept.mber ............. 51,625 8,035 26,005 13,369 3,473 743 
October ............... 51,490 10,262 18,965 14,_ 6,377 1,077 
November ............. 56,707 5,501 15,778 23,892 10,236 1.300 
Dec.mber ............. 76,639 3,988 14,457 37,252 19,017 1,925 

Totals .............. 742,191 71,929 212,724 324,502 117,253 15,783 

192.l-27 
f;.&Duar)' ••••••••••••••• 70,289 2,299 1,432 36,441 15,822 1,406 

.bruary ••••••••••••.. 55,981 2,135 11,615 29,455 11,951 825 
March ................ 55,641 2,208 12,755 27,891 11,784 1,003 

tf,;::::::::::::::::: : 56,098 3,709 14,491 28,251 8,648 1,007 
69,459 ',844 19,886 34,183 9,373 1,172 June .................. 68,743 9,400 25,616 28,018 4,669 1,039 

uly .................. 59,536 8,852 23,825 21,847 ',152 860 
August ..... , •• , ••••••• 61,087 9,535 29,797 18,109 3,179 468 
September ............. 49,937 . 6,368 25,169 '14,069 3,762 571 
October ............... 47,866 8,195 17 ,379 1S,144 6,198 9SO 
November ............. 53,949 5,330 15,123 22,672 9,686 1,139 
Dtcember ••••••••••••• 70,473 3,966 15,004 32,469 17,183 1,681 

Totals .............. 719,059 66,142 224,978 308,629 106,399 la,lat 
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TABLJ: 88. I'IVE·YEAR AVERAGE9-SmPMENTS 01' °BEEI' STEERS
IOWA TO CmOAGO--CoDtiDIlecl. 

at: Choice 
ADd prime Good ° Medium CommoD Cb_ 

1924-2. 
~IUlWIIY ••••••••••••••• 64,621 2,426 14,654 31,713 14,593 1,235 

~:::::::::::::: 51,572 2,083 12,070 27,325 9,440 653 
52,432 2,101 1l,I59 26,284 10,088 799 

tr.::::::::::: :::::::: 48,971 3,312 1l,866 25,029 6,172 592 
63,_ 4,584 19,792 32,J06 6,542 685 

J::;:::::::::::::::::: 63,686 9,037 26,218 24,052 3,555 860 
52,_ 9,955 21,368 17,772 3,313 556 

A ...... t ................ 53,341 9,71l 26,614 14,422 2,316 276 
s.pwu.,. ............. 45,373 7,632 21,861 11,724 3,753 403 
Octo.,. ............... 41,971 ',196 17,479 10,382 5,351 563 N.,.....,.,. ............. 49,941 5,IIl 15,136 19,_ 8,884 841 
Decem.,. ............. 63,838 3,827 15,531 29,936 Il,_ 1,385 

Totals .............. 652,838 67,978 217,748 270,373 87,780 8,847 

I~Year Prime CemmOD 
totals ADd choice Good Medium andcb_ 

192MI 

t~:.:.:·:·::·::::·:::·::::::::::::: 
593,753 16,001 133,454 299,115 145,183 
470,923 1l,I76 99,255 251.684 106,808 
485,014 16,743 116,810 246,264 105.197 

~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 501,324 31,252 134,668 254,252 81,152 
625,284 44,646 203,506 290,468 86,664 

t~i:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
615,_ 89,210 245,563 223,579 57 ,Ill 
539,254 103,185 233,195 158,240° 44,634 
539,778 95,406 269,104 1l9,542 35,726 

s.pwu.,. ......................... 485,218 86,174 253,449 104,988 40,607 
October ............................ 444,917 84,589 192,973 108,653 58,702 NOftID.,. ......................... 477,607 50,755 161,665 177,858 87,329 
Decem.,. .......................... 605,414 34,564 154,429 269,518 146,903 

Totals ........................... 6,383,970 665,701 2,198,071 2,524,161 996,037 

Source: U. S. D. A~ Bur .... u of AgricuUural EeoDomi ... 081 .. of Lealie M. Carl, 
D .. MoiD", Iowa. 

u S. DEPARi'MENT OF AGRICULTURE 
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Fig. 42. The chart shows that Iowa is the ~eading state 
in the production of beef in excess of consumption. A large 

percentage of Iowa's beef goes to the east where there is a 
deficit in production. 
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Fig. 43. The map shows the variation in cattle numbers among counties. 
Data in table 33. 

Creamery Butter Production, 

• 
Fig. 44. The map shows that Iowa 

is in the center of the production of 
creamery butter. It ranks second only 
to Minnesota in production of creamery 
butter. 
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NEW YO\2.K. 
AGR. tCON. CHART NO. 8-194 IOWA STATE COLLEGE 

Fig. 45. Iowa, though an important dairy state gets only N ew York get about half their farm income from dairy prod
a small part of its farm income from dairy products when ucts and sales of calves. 
compared with other important dairy states. Wisconsin and 

Dairy Cows and Heifers 
Number Jan. 1,1925 

TOTAL NUMBER ON FARMS 
AND RANGES 20,714-,000 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Fig. 46. The chart shows that the eastern half of the 
United States, especially the northeastern part, has the most 

Each dot ,-ep,.e~e~ts· 
, 2,500 head,· SAsEDOM 

THE CENSUS 

NEG.17227.-r.S.S. BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ·ECONOMICS 

'< 

dairy 'cows' arid lleifers on farms. The nOrtheastern part of 
Iowa has a larger number of cattle than any other part. 
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IOWA COWS AND 
- 2 YRS. OLD AND 

1935 

HEifERS 
OVER -

_ 10,000 

Fig. 47. The chart shows the variation among counties in the number of dairy cows on farms in Iowa. 
Data in table .33. 

TABLE 87. IOWA OREAMERY BUTTER 
PRODUOTION (Lbto.). 

1910 ............................ . 
1911 ............................ . 
1912 ............................ . 
1913 ............................ . 
1914 ............................ . 
1915 ............................ . 
1916 ........................... .. 
1917 ............................ . 
1918 ............................ . 

,1919 ............................ . 

,:;~~:: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
1922 ............................ . 
1923 ........................... .. 
1924 •••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 
1925 ............................ . 
1926 ............................ . 
1927 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1928 ............................ . 
1929 ............................ . 
1930 ............................ . 
1931 ........................... .. 
1932 ............................ . 
1933 ............................ . 
1934 ............. , ... ,., ...... ,' , 

(pounds) 
93.911.000 
96.695.584 
91,738,573 
96,953,183 
92,865.921 
89,834,005 
97,628,788 
94,269,685 
83,348,309 
90,915,938 
89,I79,6U 
98,740,419 

124,168,089 
132,878,353 
140,497,549 
165,834,574 
172,257,863 
192,442,103 
196,068,448 
214,561,518 
216,318,540 
217,770,516 
219,100,377 
237,436,657 
237.824.902 

PRODUCTION or 
CRtAMtRY BUTTtR IN IOWA 
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Fig. 48. Creamery butter production 
has increased sharply since 1920. Since 
that time butter prices have been rela
tively higher than most other Iowa 
products, so that farmers have found it 
profitable to go into dairying more in
tensely than before. As a result bo~ 
butter and milk production have doub
led in the last 14 years. 

Cows kept for milk have increased in 
the state by approximately half a mil
lion· animals since 1900. This has of 
course increased the total production of 
dairy produce. Another factor in this 
increase was increased production per 
. cow. 

Data in table 37. 
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STATES LEADING IN BUTTER SHIPMENTS 
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Fig. 49. Iowa ships'more butter to New York than any keto Though Minnesota ships less butter than Iowa to New 
other state. Wisconsin leads in supplying the Chicago mar- York, it ranks first in the Philadelphia and Boston markets. 

Sheep and Lambs: Orit,in of Market 
Receipts by Months. 1929 

3,000 1-4-+--1f---f---t---t---t---t::; 

Fig. SO. The chart shows that there is considerable variation in the months 
when the various states market their sheep. The largest numbers of sheep are 
marketed in September and October. 

WORLD SHEEP NUMBeRS 
1926"'30 AV 

WORLD TOTAt. 
7311,000,000 HEAD 

AU. ICON. Ctl.UlT NO. 8-11. ~ .TATE COLLEGE 

Fig. 51. The United States had 6 
percent of the world sheep on the aver
age in 1926-30. 
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Fig. 52. The chart shows the variation of sheep numbers 

among counties and that the southern part of Iowa has the 
most sheep. 

Data in table 33. 

~ 

TABLE 38. MARKETING OF SHEEP FROM IOWA FARMS, ANNUALLY AND MONTHLY 1920·1933. 

Stock yards Packing houses Stoclr. yards 
Total Monthly Total Monthly 

movement percent Numbers Percent Numbers Percent movement percent Numbers Percent 

1922 
163,745 17.0 163,406 99.8 339 .2 January •••. 93,470 13.4 92,500 99.0 
99,754 10.4 99,530 99.8 224 .2 February .•• 42,866 6.1 42,352 98.8 
20,452 2.1 20,401 99.8 51 .2 Man:h ..... 15.136 2.2 14,888 98.3 
15.087 1.6 14.860 98.5 227 1.5 April ••.•••• 13,912 2.0 13,628 98.0 
18,383 1.9 17.631 95.9 752 4.1 May •••••.• 17,397 2.5 16.866 96.9 
37.461 3.9 36.879 98.4 582 1.6 June ••••••. 46,601 6.7 45,627 97.9 
49,568 5.1 48.836 98.5 732 1.5 u1y •••••.• 58,798 8.4 57,955 98.6 
51,153 5.3 50,381 98.5 772 1.5 August .•••. 70,089 10.0 68,988 98.4 
89.166 9.2 88,480 99.2 686 .8 September •. 81.835 11.7 80,202 98.0 
93.418 9.7 92,705 99.2 713 .8 October .••• 78.905 11.3 78.275 99.2 

139,227 14.4 138,518 99.5 709 .5 November •. 90.414 12.9 89.891 99.4 
186,560 19.4 185,734 99.5 826 .5 December •• 90,229 12.8 89,875 99.6 

963,974 100.0 957,361 99.3 6,613 .7 Annual ••. 699,652 100.0 691,047 98.8 

1923 
175,498 17.3 174,299 99.3 1,199 .7 January .... 80,736 11.5 80,251 99.4 
77,257 7.6 76,289 98.7 968 1.3 February ••• 56,942 8.1 56,840 99.8 
42,275 4.2 41,669 98.6 606 1.4 Man:h ..... 24,512 3.5 24.448 99.7 
17 ,479 1.7 17,002 97.3 477 2.7 April ....... 17 ,682 2.5 17,609 99.6 
27,650 2.7 27,249 98.5 401 1.5 M.y ....... 20.095 2.9 19,718 98.1 
63,748 6.3 62,863 98.6 885 I." June ....... 32,832 4.7 32.206 98.1 
41,917 4.1 41,028 97.9 889 2.1 uly ........ 39,878 5.7 39,379 98.7 
86,023 8.5 85,222 99.1 801 . 9 August .•.•. 54,537 7.8 53,605 98.3 
81,076 8.0 80,019 98.7 1,057 1.3 September •• 57,997 8.3 57,393 99.0 

114,387 11.3 113,436 99.2 951 .8 October .••• 65,700 9.4 64,829 98.7 
155,589 15.4 155,165 99.7 424 .3 November •. 106,792 15.3 106,156 99.4 
130.508 12.9 . 130.008 99.6 590 .4 December :. 141,772 20.3 141,407 99.7 \ 

1,013.407 100.0 1,004,249 99.1 9,158 .9 AnDUal .•. 699;475 100.0' 693.841 99.2 

~ 2.0,000 

@ 1,000 

PacIr.ing houses 

Numbers Percent 

970 1.0 
514 1.2 
248 1.7 
284 2.0 
531 3.1 
974 2.1 
843 1.4 

1,101 1.6 
1.633 2.0 

630 .8 
523 .6 
354 .4 

8,605 1.2 

485 .6 
102 .2 
64 .3 
73 .4 

377 1.9 
626 1.9 
499 1.3 
932 1.7 
604 L~' 871 
636 .6 
36S .3 

5,634 .8 
' .. 
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TABLE 88. MARKETING OF SHEEP PROM IOWA FARMS, ANNUALLY AND MONTHLY 1920 19S&-(J~' d on IDue • 

Total Mollthly 
Stock yards PackiDg houses Stock yards Pa<:king houses 

Total Monthly _I percent Numben Pen:ent Numben POJUDt movement pen:ent Numben Pen:ent Numbers Percent 
1924 1930 fanuary .••• 120.204 14.1 119,807 99.7 397 • 3 January .••. 121,671 10.9 117,555 96.6 4,116 3.4 ebruary. ,. 59,767 7.0 59,245 99.1 522 • 9 February ... 95,269 8.5 89,338 93.8 5,931 6.2 Much ..... 20,131 2.4 20,073 99.7 58 . 3 March •..•. 66,854 6.0 61,161 91.5 5,693 8.5 tr.: ....... 20,569 2.4 20,447 99.4 122 . 6 ~ ....... 35,050 3.1 31,728 90.5 3,322 9.5 ay .•••••. 25,103 2.9 25,091 100.0 12 ay ••••••. 37,051 3.3 34,869 94.1 2,182 5.9 
~une ....... 29,547 3.5 28,784 97.4 763 'i:6 June ....... 46,706 4.2 39,023 83.5 7,683 16.5 uly ....... 40,147 4.7 39,406 98.1 741 1.9 u1y ....... 54,627 4.9 39,580 72.5 15,047 27.5 AlJ8Wlt ..... 59,942 7.0 59,214 98.8 728 1.2 August .•••• 84,424 7.5 63,325 75.0 21,099 25.0 Sep ..... ber •. 68,046 7.9 67,385 99.0 661 1.0 September .• 77,781 6.9 62,504 80.4 15,277 19.6 October .... 110,487 12.9 109,926 99.5 561 . 5 October ..•• 130,209 11.6 103,617 79.6 26,592 20.4 November •. 117,816 13.8 117,503 99.7 313 .3 November .. 151,773 13.6 134,149 88.4 17 ,624 11.6 December ,. 183,373 21.4 182,966 99.8 407 .2 December ... 217,391 19.5 201,352 92.4 16,624 7.6 

Annual ... 855,132 100.0 849,847 99.4 5,285 • 6 Annual ... 
---'-

1,119,391 100.0 978,201 87.4 141,190 12.6 

1925 1931 faDuary .... 86,021 11.6 85,818 99.8 203 .2 January .... 176,114 15.2 159,881 90.8 16,233 9.2 
ebruary .•. 51,810 7.0 51,749 99.9 61 .1 February .•• 97,721 8.4 87,623 89.7 10,098 10.3 

March ..... 23,118 3.1 23,063 99.8 55 .2 March ..... 51,893 4.5 46,428 89.5 5,465 10.5 
~ ....... 21,149 2.9 21,027 99.4 122 .6 April ....... 35,287 3.1 30,736 87.1 4,551 12.9 

y ....... 22,194 3.0 21,789 98.2 405 1.8 May ....... 28,145 2.4 21,950 78.0 6,195 22.0 
JUD ........ 39,342 5.3 38,410 97.6 932 2.4 JUDe •••.•.. 58,114 5.0 42,864 73.8 15,250 26.2 

uly ........ 46,034 6.2 44,786 97.3 1,248 2.7 u1y ....... 74,755 6.5 49,203 65.8 25,552 34.2 
August ..... 68,016 9.2 67,052 98.6 964 1.4 AlJ8Wlt .•... 107,735 9.3 78.288 72.7 29,447 27.3 
September •• 75,917 10.3 75,294 99.2 623 . 8 September •. 92,113 7.9 64,726 70.3 27,387 29.7 
October •••. 75,391 10.2 74,146 98.3 1,245 1.7 October .... 127,860 11.0 89,445 70.0 38,415 30.0 
November .. 103,169 13.0 102,416 99.3 753 .7 November .. 144,167 12.5 118,033 81.9 26,134 18.1 
December •. 126,957 17.2 126,173 99.4 784 .6 December ... 163,_ 14.2 145,126 88.5 18,818 11.5 

Annual ... 739,118 100.0 731,723 99.0 7,395 1.0 Annual ... 1,157,848 100.0 934,303 80.7 223,545 19.3 

1926 1932 fanuary .... 111,260 12.9 110,767 99.5 493 .5 January ....• 200,282 17.2 175,552 87.7 24,730 12.3 
.bruary ... 64,060 7.4 63,517 99.2 543 .8 February ... 136,163 11.7 122,748 90.2 13,415 9.8 

March ...... 40,942 4.8 40,495 98.9 447 1.1 March ..... 7;,258 6.8 67,421 85.1 11,837 14.9 
~ ....... 17 ,368 2.0 17,227 99.2 141 .8 April ....... 3 ,347 3.2 28,613 76.6 8,734 23.4 

y ....... 26,743 3.1 26,403 98.7 340 1.3 May ....... 31,211 2.7 23,895 76.6 7,316 23.4 
June ....... 30,719 3.6 30,017 97.7 702 2.3 JUD ........ 55,966 4.8 36,824 65.8 19,142 34.2 

uly ........ 47,421 5.5 46,562 98.2 859 1.8 u1y ....... 53,420 4.6 29,680 55.6 23,740 44.4 
AlJ8Wlt ..... 75,369 8.7 73,962 98.1 1,407 1.9 August ..••. 69,394 6.0 41,011 59.1 28,383 40.9 
Sep ..... ber. , 63,599 7.4 62,493 98.3 1,106 1.7 September •• 116,606 10.0 77,226 66.2 39,380 33.8 
October .... 100,591 11.7 99,661 99.1 930 .9 October .... 119,312 10.2 74,846 62.7 44,466 37.3 
November •• 119,239 13.8 118,391 99.3 848 .7 November .. 135,418 11.6 106,923 79.0 28,495 21.0 
December ,. 164,478 19.1 163,716 99.5 762 .5 December ... 131,171 11.2 102,739 78.3 28,432 21.7 

Annual ... 861,789 100.0 853,211 99.0 8,578 1.0 Annual ••. 1,165,548 100.0 887,478 76.2 278,070 23.8 

1927 1933 . 
~anuary., •• 145,553 14.6 144,464 99.2 1,089 .8 January .••. 117,660 10.2 90,695 77.1 26,965 22.9 

ebruary ••• 114,309 11.5 113,296 99.1 1,013 .9 February ..• 88,569 7.7 70,861 80.0 17,708 20.0 
March ..... 61,223 6.2 60,497 98.8 726 1.2 March ...•• 68,884 6.0 45,114 65.5 23,770 34.5 

~~::::::: 21,636 2.2 21,325 98.5 311 1.5 April ....... 51,844 4.5 29,673 57.2 22,171 42.8 
24,082 2.4 23,545 97.8 537 2.2 . May ....... 66,212 5.8 48,047 72.6 18,165 27.4 

JUD ........ 38,554 3.9 37,503 97.3 1,051 2.7 June ....... 69,263 6.1 46,424 67.0 22,839 33.0 
u1y ....... 48,001 4.8 46,503 96.9 1,498 3.1 uly ....... 87,959 7.6 51,073 58.1 36,886 41.9 

AlJ8Wlt ..... 79,020 7.9 76,725 97.1 2,295 2.9 August ..•.• 103,382 9.0 63,115 61.0 40,261 39.0 
September •• 81,363 8.2 79,694 97.9 1,669 2.1 September •• 110,726 9.6 65,570 59.2 45,156 40.8 
October •••. 97,262 9.8 95,453 98.1 1,809 1.9 October .... 104,671 9.1 67,622 64.6 37,049 35.4 
November •• 146,634 14.7 146,016 99.6 618 " November .. 133,664 11.6 85,444 63.9 48,220 36.1 
December ... 136,722 13.7 135,800 99.3 922 .7 December ... 147,174 12.8 109,272 74.2 37,902 25.8 

Annual ... 994,359 100.0 980,821 98.6 13,538 1.4 Annual ... 1,150,008 100.0 772,910 67.2 377,098 32.8 

928 1934 
~anuary .... 108,023 12.6 107,126 99.2 897 .8 January .... 163,998 11.1 116,448 71.0 47 ,550 29.0 

ebruary ... 53,958 6.3 53,772 99.7 186 .3 February ... 113,906 7.7 75,130 66.0 38,776 34.0 
March ..... 25,024 2.9 24,793 99.1 231 .9 March •.••. 88,033 6.0 60,186 68.4 27,847 31.6 
April ....... 14,935 1.8 14,684 98.3 251 1.7 April ....... 53,262 3.6 33,153 62.2 20,109 37.7 
May ....... 21,580 2.6 21,160 98.1 420 1.9 May ....... 57,867 3.9 32,754 56.6 25,113 43.4 
JUD ........ 39,435 4.6 38,530 97.7 90S. 2.3 JUDe .•••••• 93,680 6.4 48,911 52.2 44,769 47.8 

uly ....... 44,576 5.2 42,903 96.2 1,673 3.8 July ....... 76,967 5.2 33,238 43.2 43,729' 56.8 
August ..... 63,933 7.5 61,866 96.8 2,067 3.2 August .•••• 132,653 9.0 54,568 41.1 78,085 58.9 
September, • 78,148 9.1 74,985 96.0 3,163 4.0 September •• 112,021 7.6 54,595 48.7 57,426 51.3 
October .... 113,556 13.3 109,992 96.8 3,564 3.2 October .••. 162,539 11.0 73,406 45.2 89,133 54.8 
November •• 127,963 15.0 124,913 97.6 3,050 2.4 November .. 171,122 11.6 97,063 56.7 74,059 43.3 
December ... 163,603 19.1 162,106 99.1 1,497 .9 December ... 247,613 16.8 180,892 73.0 66,721 26.9 

Annual, •• 854,734 100.0 836,830 98.0 17,904 2.0 Annual ... 1,473,661 100.0 860,344 58.4, 613,317 41.6 

929 Source: U. S. D. A., Bureau of Agricultural E.onomi .... 01ll.e of 
·t&nUary .... 133,059 ' 14.5 131,733 99.0 1,326 1.0 Leslie M. Oarl, DeB Moin .... Iowa. 

ebruary ••• 74,249 S.1 73,225 98.6 1,024 1.4 
March ..... 30,565 3.3 30,221 98.9 344 1.1 
~ ....... 23,951 2.6 23,679 98.9 272 1.1 

y ....... 16,389 1.8 15,777 96.3 612 3.7 
JUD ........ 35,854 }~ 34,186 95.4 1,668 4.6 

uly ....... 57,814 52,982 91.6 4,832 8.4 
August ..... 74,606 8.2 68,978 92.5 5,628 7.5 
Sep ..... ber •• 92,479 10.1 84,829 91.7 7,650 8.3 
October .... 77,203 8.4 69,589 90.1 7,614 9.9 
November .. 121,275 13.3 113,014 93.2 8,261 6.8 
December ... 177,110 19.4 17p,273 96.2 6,837 3.8 

Annual ... 914,554 100.0 868,486 95.0 46,068 5.0 
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Sheep and Lambs: Number, April 1,1930 

UNITED STATES TOTAL NUMBER 
FARMS AND RANGES 56.975.000 Each dot represenfs 

5,000 head 

u.s. DEPARTMENT or AGRICULTURE NEG. 2496,-8 8UA£AU OF' AGAICUlTUA~ ECONO .. 'C$ 

, Fig, 53. The map shows that the western states and Texas 
are the important sheep producing states. Iowa has a little 
above the average number of sheep on farms. 

Chickens Raised on Farms 
Number, 1929 

F:ig. 54. The map shows that most of 
the chickel16 are raised in the eastern 
half of the United States. Io~ how
ever, has more chickens on farms than 
any other state. 
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- IOWA IZ::) MINN. miLL.. N. OAK. 

STATES LEADING IN DRESSED POULTRY SHIPMENTS 
TO TH£: fOUR MAIN MARKETS 

,r-----~~~~-----=~_.~~~~~~----------~ 
NEW YORK PHILADELPHIA 

& z~~--~~------------------+-------------------------~ 

.AGa. ICON. CHART NO. a-J:J. IOWA STATt COLLEGE. 
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Fig. 55. As is shown in the chart, 
Iowa shipped more dressed poultry to 
New York than any other state. Iowa 
formerly ranked first in Chicago but 
has been decreasing its shipments to 
the latter market and now ranks sec
ond. Iowa also ships some poultry to 
Philadelphia and Boston. 

STATES LEADING IN EGG SHIPMENTS 

Fig. 56. Iowa ranks first in ship
ment of eggs to New York, Chicago 
and Boston. 

HORSES 
1930 

WORLD TOTAL 
1I1I.411S-000 "tAD 

AM.I~N. C,MAII, liD. ""U 10 .. ,'Arc COU.CGC 

TO THE fOUR MAIN MARKET S 
14 
IZ iNI ." PHILADELPHIA 
1 

b 

6 
~ 

4 

f ~t8lrl~~' 0 ~ 

12 CHICAGO BOSTON 

10 

6 ~iI g :/;:9 
4 !r I: m. ~ """"- - -- - -II m iii ~~ ~ .;;~lIl~ Jm:l 

'Z 1930 931 193Z 1933 1929 1930 19J1 1932 1933 

AGR. tCON. CHART NO. 8- 23& IOWA STATE C.OLLECiF. 

Fig. 57. Horses are widely distributed throughout the world. The United 
States has 15.4 percent of the world total horse population, being exceeded only 
by Russia with an estimated total of 35.2 percent. 
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IOWA HORSES & MULES 
1930 
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Fig, 58, The map shows the variation among counties in 
the number of horses and mules. 

Data in table 33. 

Crops 

Iowa leads the nation not only in 
livestock production, but also in pro
duction of feed grains. Most of 
Iowa's farm land is devoted to pro
ducing feed for the herds and flocks. 
About a third of the land in farms 
in the state is planted to corn alone. 
.A relatively small proportion of the 
crops produced in Iowa are shipped 
out in their original form. Most of 
them go out in the form of hogs, 
beef, PQrk or lard. 

The chart shown here in fig. S9 
illustrates the changes in acreages 
of the leading crops during the past 
34 years. . Before 1900 wheat was 
one of the 'most important cash 
crops of Iowa, but since that time it 
has gradually diminished in acreage 
and has been replaced by com and 
oats. Com and oats are the leading 
cash crops of the state, as well as the 
main feeds produced on farms. 

Com brings in more income than 
all other Iowa crops combined. In 
the S years from 1928 to 1932 Iowa 
farmers produced nearly a fifth of 
the corn in the United States, while 
Illinois, the second largest produc
jng state, harvested one-eighth of 
the country's crop. Seven states in 
the Corn Belt produced over half of 
the nation's com during this S-year 
period. 

Second to com as a cash crop and 
second in acreage is oats. Iowa also 
leads the United States as an oat 
producer with Illinois second and 
Minnesota third. 

Iowa's third ranking crop is hay. 
Most of it is fed. to animals on 
farms, and only small quantities are 
sold. Alfalfa production has shown 
consistent increases in acreage for 
some time, although mixed timothy 
and clover still is the most popular 
hay crop. Soybeans are rapidly be
coming more popular, not only as a 

hay crop, but as a source of protein 
supplement in the form of the har
vested beans. The chinch bug men
ace of the last 2 years has increased 
soybean acreage tremendously, since 
this crop is immune to the bug's rav
ages. 

Though these three crops stand 
head and shoulders above the others, 
Iowa produces a variety of other 
crops. Rye, barley and wheat are 
all fairly important and many minor 
crops, such as popcorn, seed crops, 
potatoes and sugar beets rank high 
in certain sections of the state. Ida 
and Sac counties, for instance, have 
large acreages in popcorn and pro
duce a big portion of the nation's 
total. Iowa leads all other states in 
production of timothy seed. On
ions, cabbages, fruits and even to
bacco are grown in Iowa. The ac
companying and following charts, 
maps and tables give statistics con
cerning the more important ones. 
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TREND or CROP PRODUCTION IN IOWA 
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Fig. 59. The trend of corn and oat acreage has been up
ward since 1900. Barley acreage decreased from 1900 to 
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1924. Since then the trend has been upward. The trend in 
hay acreage has been downward since 1905. 

Data in ta.ble 39. . 

VALUE or IOWA CROPS 
PROPORTION CONTRIBUTED BY MAJOR CROPS 

1933 1932 

TOTAL VALUE 
·229.995.288 

l'G,,:.ECON. CHART, NO.B-23B 

Fig. 60. Corn is the leading crop in Iowa, followed by 
oats and tame hay. Barley, potatoes, wheat and other crops 
are of minor importance. Iowa crops were worth $229,-

T~TAL VALUE 
I I 6,465,601 

IOWA STATE COLLEGE 

995,000 in 1933. Of this, 67.4 percent waS from corn, 16.1 
percent from oats and 11 percent from tliti,le hay. 

Data in table 41. 
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TABLE 89 PRODUOTION AND VALUE OF IOWA CROPS 1880·1934 * 

Corn Barley Winter Wh88t 

(000 omitted) (000 omitted) (000 omitted) 

Produc- Produc- Produc-
Year Acres Yield tion Value Year Acres Yield tion Value Year Acres Yield lion Value 

-------- -------- --------
1880 .......... 5.625 41.0 230.633 1 57.658 1880 .••••••••••.• 200 23.0 4.600 1 1.932 1880 ••••.••.•••.• ....... ...... ........ ........ 
1890 •••••••••• 8.560 28,0 239.675 98.267 1890 ••••••••••.•• 153 24.0 3.664 1.722 1890 ............. ....... ...... . ....... ........ 
1900 .......... 8.619 40.0 345.055 93.165 1900 ............. 502 25.3 12.695 4.189 1900 ............. 77 13,3 1.018 1 631 
1901 .......... 8.687 26.2 227.909 113.954 1901 ............. 605 24.2 14.654 6.448 1901. ............ 49 17.6 866 519 
1902 .......... 8.700 34.1 296.950 83.146 1902 ............. 594 25.9 15.381 5.076 1902 ............. 47 18.0 852 469 
1903 .......... 7.398 31.2 230.511 82.984 1903 ............. 493 24.7 12.180 4,507 1903 ............. 85 16.9 1.435 1,005 
1904 .......... 9.000 36.0 323.853 113.349 1904 ............. 493 25.0 12,318 4,188 1904 ............. 71 14.3 1,017 936 
1905 .......... 9,285 37.2 345.872 121.055 1905 ............. 566 21.5 15,568 5,137 1905 ............. 62 20.2 1.253 902 
1906 .......... 9.444 41.1 388.349 128.155 1906 ............. 559 26.6 14.859 5.349 1906 ............. 68 23.0 1,566 1.049 
1907 .......... 8.328 29.6 246.89& 108.635 1907 ............. 397 24.9 9.893 5.936 1907 ........ ; .... 86 19.8 1.698 1.409 
1908 .......... 8,400 35.9 301,873 153.955 1908 ............. 397 26.7 10.630 5.315 1908 ............. 85 19.7 1,679 1.444 
1909 .......... 8.682 35.5 308.037 157.099 ~~~L:::::·::::: 563 18.4 10.352 4.762 1909 ............. 199 18.2 3.622 3.332 
1910 .......... 8.400 39.8 334.374 120.375 325 26.5 8.615 4.824 1910 ............. 196 18.5 3.635 3.126 
1911 .......... 8.863 36.9 326.661 176.397 1911 ............. 3\3 19.5 6.106 5.496 1911. ............ 360 17.9 6.452 6,000 
1912 .......... 9.420 44.5 419.097 ISO. ~75 1912 ............. 389 28.5 11.101 5,550 1912 ............. 498 23.0 11.461 8.940 
19\3 .......... 9.181 37.3 342.158 201,873 19\3 ............. 459 20.8 9.550 5.062 1913 ............. 526 23.2 12.211 9.402 
1914 .......... 9.794 40.5 397.117 218.415 1914 ............. 300 24.9 7.463 4.180 1914 ............. 618 21.6 13,344 12.944 
1915 .......... 9,748 27.5 267.904 120.557 1915 ............. 203 31.4 6.359 3.243 1915 ............. 587 18.5 10.872 9.024 
1916 .......... 9.479 35.0 331.582 268.582 1916 ............. 265 28.2 7.467 6.720 1916 ............. 296 15.6 ·4.621 7.301 
1917 .......... 10.371 35.8 371.640 360.491 1917 ....... ' ..... 305 34.6 10.578 12,165 1917 ............. 151 14.6 2.212 4,357 
1918 .......... 9.309 34.1 317,583 390.627 1918 ............. 538 28.4 15.258 13.580 1018 ............. 309 17.7 5.481 11,072 
1919 .......... 9,685 41.8 404.474 473.234 1919 ............. 235 24.5 5.750 6,.182 1919 ............. 865. 17.0 14.665 29.036 
1920 .......... 10.255 46.0 471.533 221.621 1920 ............. 176 27.4 4.810 3.030 1920 ............. 452 19.8 8.953 12.624 
1921 .......... 10,225 43.0 440.102 132.031 1921. ............ 132 23.7 3.130 1.315 1921. ............ 474 19.2 9.087 8.178 
1922 .......... 10.364 45.0 465.915 251.594 1922 ............. 161 28.6 4.604 2.394 1922 ............. 674 23.2 15.621 15.152 
1923 .......... 10.776 40.5 436.432 270,588 1923 ............. 158 28.5 4.521 2,351 1921 ............. 688 18.9 12.974 11,547 
1924 .......... 10.875 28.0 304.828 283.490 1924 ............. 119 28.3 3.376 2.363 1924 ............. 388 20.5 7.959 10.107 
1925 .......... 11.234 43.9 492,648 275.883 1925 ............. 175 31.3 5.478 3.122 1925 ............. 358 16.4 5.854 7.962 
1926 .......... 11.170 39.0 435.347 243.794 1926 ............. 268 29.8 7.990 4,474 1926 ............. 342 22.8 7.801 9,361 
1927 .......... 10,901 34.9 380.005 262.203 1927 ............. 454 29.3 13,320 8,792 1927 ............. 400 17.8 7.132 8.345 
1928 .......... 11.202 41.2 460.988 308.862 1928 ............. 802 32.2. 25,792 13.928 1928 ............. 411 18.5 7.600 7.600 
1929 .......... 10.883 39.5 429.658 300.760 1929 ............. 592 28.3 16.788 8.730 1929 ............. 379 18.4 6.989 7,408 
1930 .......... 11,166 33.9 378.238 219.378 1930 ............. 458 29.3 13,422 5.503 1930 ............. 387 20.3 7.868 . 5.114 
1931 .......... 11.637 32.9 382.626 133.919 1931. ............ 437 25.7 11.248 3.824 1931 ............. 312 21.0 6.540 2.943 
1932 .......... 11.720 42.7 500.417 60.050 1932 ............. 537 23.8 12.771 2.554 1932 ............. 229 16.0 3.674 1.212 
1933 .......... 11 ,527 43.6 500.214 155.066 1933 ............. 533 15.9 8.484 3,648 1933 ............. 208 18.2 3.793 2,617 
1934 .......... 9.233 21.6 199.880 159.904 1934 ............. 361 12.4 4.474 3,535 1934 ............. 274 12.1 3,304 3,073 

Oat. All Hay Spring Wh88t 
(000 omitted) (000 omitted) (000 omitted) 

Produc- Produc- Produc-
Year Acres Yield lion Value Year Acres· Yield· tio ... • Value- Year Acres Yield tion Value -------- (tons) '--------

1880 .......... 1.180 35.0 41.289 1 9.496 1880 ............. ....... ...... ........ ........ 
1890 .......... 2.759 29.0 80.003 30.401 1880 ............. ....... ...... ........ ........ 1890 ............. ....... ....... ........ ........ 
1900 .......... 3.992 34.8 138.832 27.766 1890 ............. 3.328 Til' ",;762" 134.141 1900 ............. 1.418 14.3 20.280 $12.168 
1901. ......... 3.799 30.2 114.884 40.209 1900 ............. 3.597 29.224 1901 ............. 1.139 15.3 17.429 10.458 
1902 .......... 2.997 31.0 92.908 22.298 1901 ............. 3.710 1.34 4,980 38.614 1902 ............. 975 13.0 12.681 6.594 
1903 .......... 3.823 25.9 99.013 29.704 1902 ............. 3.440 1.64 5.643 36.807 1903 ............. 752 12.6 9,481 6,163 
1904 .......... 4,019 29.5 118.436 30.793 1903 ............. 3.662 1.75 6.408 35.891 1904 ............. 775 9.1 7.080 6.089 
1905 .......... 4.333 33.8 146.439 36.610 1904 ............. 3.707 1.51 5,591 30.197 1905 ............. 358 14.4 5.156 3.712 
1906 .......... 4.167 34.1 142.037 38.350 1905 ............. 4.693 1.66 7.791 41.535 1986 ............. 374 15.0 5.604 3.530 
1907 .......... 4,536 24.5 111,190 43.364 1906 ............. 4,419 1.36 6.004 42.806 1907 ............. 335 13.1 4.402 3.566 
1908 .......... 4.4~2 25.5 112.830 48.517 1907 ............. 4.287 1.47 6.290 51.417 1908 ............. 323 15.4. 4.968 4..273 
1909 .......... 4.312 27.2 117.084 40.979 1908 ............. 4.121 1.77 7.285 43.326 1909 ............. 304 12.5 3.809 3.429 
1910 .......... 4.698 36.0 169.207 45.686 1909 ............. 4.352 1.62 7.048 50.444 1910 ............. . 350 19.3 6.774 5.825 
1911 .......... 4.731 25.9 122.475 50.21S 1910 ............. 4.368 1.07 4.684 44.015 1911 ............. 537 11.6 6.238 5.36S 
1912 .......... 4.875 42.6 207.819 56.111 1911 ............. 3.940 .81 3.207 41.007 1912 ............. 389 14.6 5.703 4.334 
1913 .......... 5,206 35.4 184,501 62,730 1912 ............. 3,390 1.17 3.976 37,261 1913 ............. 276 15.0 4.138 3.103 
1914 .......... 5.285 .33.7 178.331 73.116 1913 ............. 3.682 1.18 4.363 42.425 1914 ............. 300 13.0 3.894 3.660 
1915 .......... 4.985 37.9 188.721 60.391 1914 ............. 3.939 1.19 4.700 48,730 1915 ............. 148 13.8 2.040 1.734 
1916 .......... 5.199 36.5 189,877 93.039 1915 ............. 3.831 1.37 5.263 46.146 1916 ............. 172 12.2 2.112 3.252 
1917 .......... 5.410 42.1 227,744 138.924 1916 ............. 3,703 1.34 4.970 44.012 1917 ............. 165 19.3 3.178 6.165 
1918 .......... 5.793 39.6 229.233 146.709 1917 ............. 3.286 1.16 3.808 69.248 1918 ............. 610 17.3 10.527 20.949 
1919 .......... 5.566 34.7 193.342 123.739 1918 ............. 3.183 1.11 3.522 67,106 1919 ............. 570 9.2 5,241 9,906 
1920 ........... 5.833 39.1 227.849 82.026 1919 ............. 3.228 1.61 5,197 94.219 1920 ............. 144 11.0 1.578 2.131 
1921 .......... 6.339 26.0 164.648 37.869 1920 ............. 3.356 1.42 4.749 74.958 1921 ............. 78 10.6 823 716 
1922 .......... 5,874 37.1 217.841 74.066 1921. ............ 3.428 1.36 4,657 41,451 1922 ............. 57 14.3 814 774 
1923 .......... 5.774 36.2 208.791 77.252 1922 ............. 3.585 1.45 5.188 53.027 1923 ............. 43 12.9 549 478 
1924 .......... 5.919 39.8 235.363 103.560 1923 ............. 3.310 1.37 4.522 52.983 1924 ............. 21 4.5 308 392 
1925 .......... 6.221 39.2 243.647 77.967 1924 ............. 3.238 1.13 3.655 39,188 1925 ............. 30 14.4 424 551 
1926 .......... 6.218 31.6 196.187 68.666 1925 ............. 3.024 1.22 3.692 46.566 1926 ............. 36 14.9 543 646 
1927 .......... 6.001 31.9 191.373 80.377 1926 ............. 3.003 1.04 3.112 44.999 1927 ............. 41 13.4 551 634 
1928 .......... 6.004 38.4 230.806 83.090 1927 ............. 2.973 1.48 4.408 51.234 1928 .... : ........ 41 17.3 710 717 
1929 .......... 5.997 35.0 209.798 81.821 1928 ............. 2.680 1.22 3.279 38.369 1929 ............. 37 15.3 570 598 
1930 .......... 6.254 36.6 229.046 64.133 1929 ............. 3.074 1.78 5.481 54.556 1930 ............. 38 -16'1 632 399 
1931 .......... 6.071 31.1 188.552 39.596 1930 ............. 2.749 1.39 3.831 38.473 1931 ............. 35 17. 606 285 
1932 .......... 6,148 35.3 217.046 21,705 1931 ............. 2.460 .90 2.204 15.024 1932 ............. 35 11.9 420 139 
1933 .......... 6.247 22.9 142.847 37.140 1932 ............. 2,463 1.25 3,086 15.195 1933 ............. 34 13.1 449 305 
1934 .......... ',617 12.6 58.500 29,835 1933 ............. 2.845 1.02 2.894 14.460 1934 ............. 22 7.' 170 156 

1934 ............. 2,774' .73 2.021 27.425 
• The data on erop. are taken from Au •• · 

Ion' reports compiled. by the Iowa· 
Weather and Orop Bureau, unle .. othlW' * Not includinl alfalfa hay. 
wise indicated. 
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TABLE 89. PRODUCTION AND VALUE 01' IOWA CROPS, 1880·1984-00ntiDued. 

Year 

111110 ••••••••••••• 
1890 .•••••••••••• 
1900 ............. 
1901. ............ 
1902 ...•••••••.•. 
1903 ............. 
1904 ............. 
1905 ............. 
1906 ••.•.•••.•.•. 
1907 ............. 
1908 ............. 
1909 ............. 
1910 ............. 
1911. ............ 
1912 ••••.•••••••• 
1913 ............. 
1914 ............. 
1915 ............. 
1916 ............. 
1917 ............. 
1918 ............. 
1919 .•••.•••••••. 
1920 ............. 
1921. •.•••••••••• 
1922 ............. 
1923 ............. 
1924 ............. 
1925 ............. 

.1926 ............. 
1927 ............. 
1928 ............. 
1929 ............. 
1930 ............. 
1931. ............ 
1932 ............. 
1933 ............. 
1934 ............. 

R,.. 
(000 omittecl) 

Acra rJeld 

41 14.0 
101 16.0 
104 15.6 
54 1S.8 
52 17.0 

123 15.6 
100 15.2 
71 18.0 
63 17.5 
52 17.2 
51 17.1 
42 13.4 
30 13.8 
44 lS.l 
73 18.0 
75 1S.8 
72 14.2 
62 14.2 
37 12.5 
48 14.6 
69 12.4 
87 16.0 
39 16.1 
38 16.2 
55 19.7 
51 17.6 
36 IS.O 
32 16.4 
31 17.2 
U 14.0 
49 .14.6 
44 14.5 
45 14.9 
41 14.4 
41 12.3 
33 13.0 
44 7.5 

AlfaUa 
(000 omitted) 

TonI 

ProdlM:-
lion Value 

574 • 218 
1,609 821 
1,622 697 

860 413 
883 353 

1,923 846 
1,517 819 
1,284 667 
1,093 525 

900 549 
869 548 
557 334 
407 248 

'668 528 
1,322 807 
),179 696 
1,025 789 

886 683 
461 530 
707 1 116 
860 1,273 

1,389 1,847 
631 739 
622 455 

1,088 773 
904 596 
545 555 
522 . 417 
533 437 
595 512 
708 609 
M3 546 
66S 319 
588 235 
509 122 
434 239 
330 290 

Produc-
Year Acres Yield lion Value 

-----t--I--'----
1880 ......................................... . 

·1890 ........................................ .. 
1900............. 2 2.72 6 ...... .. 
1901. ........................................ . 
1902 ........................................ .. 
1903 ........................................ .. 
1904 ........................................ .. 
1905............. 10 2.48 26' 107 
1906 ........................................ .. 
1907 ......................................... . 
1908 ......................................... . 
1909............. 23 2.86 66 559 
1910..... .. .. .. .. 24 2.72 66 
1911............. 30 2.33 71 
1912............. 47 2.27 106 
1913............. 80 2.37 189 
1914............. 132 2.08 275 
1915............. 153 2.41 368 
1916............. 143 2.78 396 
1917....... ...... liS 2.22 255 
1918............. 120 2.03 244 
1919............. 158 3.22 507 
1920........ ..... 180 3.01 544 
1921...... ........ 187 2.93 550 
1922............. 192 2.61 500 
1923............. 230 3.00 691 
1924.......... .... 276 3.05 842 
1925........ ...... 245 2.41 590 
1926 ............. ·J272. 2.30 626 
1927 .............. 301 2.82 850 
1928............. 336 2.84 954 
1929........ ..... 405 3.08 1,248 
1930............. 451 2.70 1,220 
1931............. 486 1.89 918 
1932....... ...... 537 2.80 1,504 
1933....... ...... 609 2.30 1,404 
1934..... ........ 663 1.76 1,163 

"i:«j' 
4,113 
4,Ml 
5,978 
5,848 

11,712 
10,458 
7,102 
7,401 

11,221 
11,156 
10,331 
12,207 
13,596 
15,743 
18,714 
18,910 
11,020 
12,029 
11,582 
22,101 

&,.bean. 
(Total .0.... alone) 

Year Aaa Yield 
Produ,," 

lion Value 

1880 ........... ......... ...... ........ . ....... 
1890 ........... ......... ...... ........ . ....... 
1900 ........... ......... ...... ........ ........ 
1901. .......... ......... ...... ........ ........ 
1902 ........... ......... ...... ........ . ....... 
1903 ........... ......... ...... ........ . ....... 
1904 ........... ......... ...... ........ ........ 
1905 ........... ......... ...... ........ ........ 
1966 ........... ......... ...... ........ ........ 
1907 ........... ......... ...... ........ ........ 
1908 ........... ...... ........ ........ 
1909 ........... ......... ...... ........ ........ 
1910 ........... ...... ........ ........ 
1911 ........... ......... ...... ........ ........ 
1912 ........... ......... ...... ........ . ....... 
19\3 ........... ......... ...... . ....... ........ 
1914 ........... ......... ...... ........ ........ 
1915 ........... ......... ...... ........ ........ 
1916 ........... ......... ...... ........ ........ 
1917 ........... ......... ...... ........ ........ 
1918 .... ~ ...... · ..... 7i' ...... ........ ........ 1919· .......... ...... ........ ........ 
19201 ......... 1,000 ...... ........ ........ 
1921 .......... 2,000 ...... ........ ........ 
1922 ........... 4,684 ·ii.f · .... 94· .... :ii7i 1923 ....... ; ... 13,529 
1924-........ 24,066 8.4 145 340 
1925 ........... 15,971 l8.0i 142t 370t 
1926 ........... 21,516 17 .0 187t 440t 
1927 ........... 44,084 10.7 241 482 
1928 ........... 56,192 15.8 327 583 
1929 ........... 71,887 13.7 484 809 
1930 ........... 111,470 13.7 860 1,161 
1931 ........... 136,872 15.4 727 436 
1932 ........... 185,113 17.7 818 344 
1933 ........... 210,855 16.11 1,388 808 
1934 ........... 716,853 11.3 .. 1.767 1,590 

* Data obtained from the Census. 
t Estimated. 

*** Data unreliable. 

Flu Seed 
(000 omitted) 

Produc-
Y .... Aaa Yield tion Value 

- ----"---

1880 ............. 103 10.0 1,034 81,034 
1890 ............. 284 10.5 2,979 3,277 
1900 ............. 109 11.2 1,223 1,834 
1901 ............. 104 8.8 917 1,183 
1902 .............. 95 8.0 755 755 
·1903 ............. 41 8.7 355 277 
1904 ..... ' ....... 51 11.5 591 679 
1905 ............. 18 9.8 174 156 
1906 ............. 19 10.7 205 199 
1907 ............. 43 10.8 462 453 
1908 ............. 41 11.3 462 466 
1909 ............ 17 10.0 174 224 
1910 ............. 20 8.6 170 388 
1911 ............. 39 4.5 179 357 
1912 ............. 24 9.9 238 312 
19\3 ............. 15 7.9 122 166 
1914 .......... ; .. 16 7.4 115 139 
1915 ............. 6 6.9 45 70 
1916 ............. 8 8.5 65 134 
1917 ............. 8 9.9 83 237 
1918 ............. 15 8.2 123 401 
1919 ............. 11 9.4. 107 418 
1920 ............. 11 10.5 115 207 
1921 ............. 8 8.8 73 III 
1922 ............. 6 10.4 60 124 
1923 ............. 6 9.4 60 126 
1924 ............. 7 9.9 72 162 
1925 ............. 10 10.5 103 226 
1926 ............. 15 11.1 162 315 
1927 ............. 19 10.2 192 374 
1928 ............. 19 9.7 188 312 
1929 ............. 13 8.5 109 300 
1930 ............. 20 11.4 225 349 
1931 ............. 23 7.5 171 205 
1932 ............. 19 9.1 170 139 
1933 ............. 28 6.2 174 270 
1934 ............. 16 5.5 87 146 

Potatoae 
(000 omitted) 

Year Aaa Yiell\ 
Produc-

lion Value 

1880 ............ 107 95.0 10,165 83,558 
1890 ............ 170 48.9 8,322 6,749 
1900 ............ ISO 72.5 10,851 4,340 
1901. ........... 136 37.4 5,098 4,589 
1902 ............ 138 87.0 12,052 4,098 
190.1 ............ 113 53.6 6,083 4,562 
1904 ............ 113 125.9 14,256 3,992 
1905 ............ III 84.0 9,352 4,676 
1906 ............ liS 101.4 11,698 5,615 
1907 ............ 117 83.9 9,847 6,105 
1908 ............ 119 89.9 10,658 6,288 
1909 ............ 138 90.0 12,428 6,587 
1010 ............ 133 75.3 9,987 4,794 
1911 ............ 118 77.4 9,\26 6,479 
1912 ............ 120 94.0 11,278 4,962 
19\3 ............ 112 52.2 5,865 4,985 
1914 ............ 86 98.4 8,454 4,903 
1915 ............ 100 82.5 8,218 4,356 
1916 ............ 89 46.6 4,132 7,232 
1917 ............ 100 85.4 8,562 11,301 
1918 ............ 97 73.3 7,072 9,349 
1919 ............ 78 43.2 3,387 6,571 
1920 ............ 66 111.9 7,333 8,947 
1921 ............ 76 43.0 3,282 4,595 
1922 ............ 69 104.9 7,287 4,518 
1923 ............ 70 84.2 5,879 4,527 
1924 ............ 73 115.8 8,482 4,665 
1925 ............ 56 63.7 3,587 8,430 
1926 ............ 50 77.11 3,905 6,638 
1927 ............ 51 84.3 4,275 4,275 
1928 ............ 60 130.7 7,812 3,984 
1929 ............ 52 103.3 5,326 7,457 
1930 ............ 45 70.0 3,128 4,066 
1931 ............ 46 53.5 2,435 1,461 
1932 ............ 49 109.1 5,296 1,960 
1933 ............ 53 68.7 3,611 2,889 
1934 ............ 59 65.9 3,921 2,744 

TABLE 40. 

10·Ye .. r Average Yield of Iowa'. Leodlng OropL 
1921·80 

Iowa United States 

Corn ................ 39.0 26. I bushels per acre 
O.ls ................. 35.2 29.6 bUlhe1s per acre 
Barley ............... 28.6 22 .. 8 bUlbels per acre 
Wheal (winter) .•••.•• 19.8 14.7 bUlbeis per acre 
Alllamehay ......... 1.39 1. 31 tons per acre 

Source: U. 8. D. A. Yearbook of Agrlcu1tue. 
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WORLD CORN PRODUCTION 
1933"34 

TABLE '1. VALUE OF IOWA FARM OROPS. AS OF DEOEMBER 1. 1932, and 198a. 

UNITED STATtS 
55.' 1. 

. \ 

WORLD TOTAL 
4.234,OO~O BU. . 

AGfltcOtt. CKMr NO. 8·2.1 10" STATe. ~OLLECI 

Fig. 61. The United States has a 
unique position in the world's produc
tion of corn. with a production of 55.6 
percent. Argentina, the second ranking 
country. produced less than one-ninth 
as much. 

•• 01"""'111111' 0' M'tlCULTUIti 

Valoe in dollars 

1932 1933· 

CorD .••••••••••••..•.••. • 60.050.089 '155.066.475 
Oats ...•.••••.••..•.••••• 21,704.594 37.140.100 
Tamehay •••••••••••••••. 26.274.664 25.238.469 
Barley ................... 2.554.177 3.648.191 
Potatoes ••••••••••••••••• 1.959,665 2.888.900 
Wheat .••••••••.•.••••••• 1.351.055 2.922.409 
Wild hay ................ 934.974 804.130 

I:;i~.~::::::::::::: 712.021 807.798 
459.074 432.044 

SOyheans ................ 343,686 807.798 
Rye ..................... 122.266 238.974 

Total •••••••••••••••• '116.465.601 '229.995.288 

TOTAL CORN 

Fig. 62. The map shows that Iowa is in the center of the corn producing area. 

Percentage 

1932 1933 

Com ............ 51.5 percent 67.4 
Oats ............ 18.6 percent 16.1 
AU tame hay ..... 22.6 percent 11.0 
Barley .......... 2.2 percent 1.6 
Potatoes. .. • .... 1. 7 percent 1.3 
Wheat ..•••••••• 1.2 percent 1.3 
R y eI..::'i1d hay. 
app soybeans. 
and timothy 
seed. • . • • • • .... 2.2 percent 1.3 

100.0 percent 100.0 
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IOWA CORN ACREAGE 
1933 

63 

ACRE~ 

8 150,000 

Fig. 63. The above map shows Iowa's com acreage in 
1933. Every county in the state is a heavy producer. Acre-

age in com is more concentrated in the north central section 
than in the rest of the state. 

Data in table 42. 

Fig. 64. In keeping with the live
stock program of the state, most of the 
corn' crop is husked or snapped for 
grain. Usually over 90 percent of the 
grain is harvested in this manner. This 
does not mean that 90 percent of the 
crop is sold as grain. On the con
trary, most of it is fed to livestock and 
marketed indirectly in this manner. 
The balance of the crop is cut for silage 
or fodder or hogged"down. 

The amount of corn husked for grain 
varies over the state according to the 
livestock set-up. In the dairy section 
more of- the corn is utilized as fodder or 
silage, and a correspondingly smaller 
amount is husked. 

Data in table 42. 
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TABLE '2. IOWA OORN PRODUOTION 1982·83. 

1932 1933 
I 

-~ipercent- Utilization percent - ---------
County Bushels Cut Cut Hogged· Bushels Cut Cut Hogged-

per for for down or per f<if for down or 
Acres acre Production Husked silage fodder grained Acres acre Production Husked aiIage fodder grained 

Buena Vista .......... 151,004 42.7 6,447,871 92 ~ 3 3 146.847 46.1 6.769.647 93 2 2 3 
Cherokee ............. (44,184 37.2 5,363.645 91 2 2 5 142.507 45.4 6.469,818 91 2 3 4 
Clay.: ............... .' 36.957 40.1 5,491,976 91 2 4 3 137,189 44.1 6.050.035 92 2 3 3 
Dickinson ............ 85,738 39.0 3.343.782 91 2 4 3 86.610 45.2 3.914.772 92 2 4 2 
Emmet ............... 93,273 36.8 3.432.446 89 2 4 5 97,187 46.6 4.528,914 92 2 4 2 
Lyon ................. 143.074 35.4 5,064,820 93 1 4 2 141,322 44.0 6,218,168 94 1 3 2 
O'Brien ••••.••••••••. 142,776 41.7 5,953,759 94 1 3 2 138.340 45.4 6.280.636 94 1 3 2 
Osceola .•••••••••••••. 97,407 39.5 3.847,576 1/3 1 4 2 95,450 44.8 4.276.160 94 I 3 2 
Palo Alto ............. 136,083 37.9 5,157,546 93 2 3 2 138,545 43.9 6,082.126 92 2 4 2 
Plymouth .. __ ........ 213,144 31.4 6,692,722 93 2 1 4 221,645 36.9 8,178,700 91 3 3 3 

Pocahontas ........... 154.745 40.8 6.313.596 95 1 2 2 ISS ,026 48.1 7,456,751 95 1 2 2 
Sioux •••••••••••••••. 194,584 36.1 7.024.482 91 3 4 2 195,312 45.6 8.906.227 91 3 4 2 
Butler ................ 124,797 40.4 5.041,799 84 4 9 3 123,101 40.1 4.936.350 86 4 7 3 
Cerro Gordo .......... 125.161 40.0 5.006.440 82 6 9 3 123,928 43.0 5,328.904 84 5 9 2 
Floyd ................ 106.250 39.5 4.196.875 81 6 11 2 103.188 43.2 4.457.722 84 5 9 2 
Franklin .............. 147,374 43.6 6.425,506 82 5 9 4 142.821 46.6 6.655.459 84 4 8 .. 
Hancock. __ .......... 131,718 37.9 4.992,112 87 4 5 4 135,772 48.3 6,557,788 88 4 5 3 
Humboldt ............ 112.910 43.8 4.945.458 93 2 3 2 113.538 48.9 5.552,008 92 3 3 2 
Kossuth .............. 237.304 40.3 9.563,351 92 3 3 2 240.039 44.4 10,657,732 91 3 4 2 
Mitchell .............. 83,040 40.0 3,321,600 61 12 24 3 83,503 48.4 4,401.545 70 10 18 2 

W'mneba&o. __ ........ 85,936 42.1 3.617 .906 86 6 .. 4 86.730 44.3 3.842,139 86 6 4 4 
Worth ..... · .......... 73,885 38.9 2.874,126 77 7 11 5 73.626 47.0 3,460.422 83 6 8 3 
Wright ............... 151.658 41.2 6.703.284 90 2 5 3 151,565 50.1 7,593.406 92 1 5 2 
Allamakee •••••••••••• 48.384 47.1 2,278,886 84 8 5 3 50,856 40.2 2.044.411 84 10 3 3 
Black Hawk .......... 117.871 45.7 5,386,705 83 6 8 3 114,710 42.3 4,852.233 83 7 7 3 
Bfe'mer ..•••••••••.••. 77,470 43.8 3,393,186 82 8 8 2 77,454 43.9 3,400,231 83 8 7 2 
Buchanan ............ 119,926 40.1 4,809,033 76 3 19 2 114,881 41.0 4,710.121 77 3 17 3 
Chickasaw ............ 81,772 38.3 3.131,868 73 8 17 2 84,.'25 41.3 3,4R2,622 78 7 13 2 
Clayton ... __ ......... 88,967 47.2 4,199,242 85 9 2 4 91,285 42.4 3,870,484 84 10 3 3 
Delaware ............. 104,721 45.1 4,722,917 80 7 9 4 104,162 44.1 4,593,544 82 7 8 3 

Dubuque ............. 78,442 40.5 3,176,901 85 5 8 2 78.913 46.0 3,629.998 89 5 4 2 
Fayette .............. 111.399 42.9 4,779.017 77 8 12 3 112,712 38.4 4,328,141 81 9 8 2 
Howard .............. 67.996 .'6.3 2.468,255 63 10 24 3 68,274 42.6 2,908.472 73 8 17 2 
Winnesbiek ........... 90.337 46.2 4,173.569 74 9 II 6 90,106 39.2 3,532,155 78 10 8 4 
Audubon ............. 103.427 45.2 4,674,900 95 I I 3 102,648 44.4 4,557,571 95 1 2 2 
Claboun .............. 149,833 45.3 6,787,435 97 0 I 2 150,851 50.0 7,542.550 97 1 1 1 
CarroU ............... 143,309 41.1 5,890,000 95 1 2 2 144,959 48.2 6,987.024 94 1 3 2 
Crawford ............. 168,737 41.7 7,036,333 94 0 1 5 168,528 28.4 4.786,195 89 1 5 5 
Greene .•.•• o .0 •...... 160,675 44.2 7,101,835 93 0 5 2 159,353 50.6 8.063.262 95 0 4 I 
Guthrie .............. 127,708 'l.0 5,491,444 95 0 3 2 123,873 42.1 5,215,053 92 0 6 2 

Harrison .. __ ......... 195,116 40.9 7.980,244 97 0 I 2 195,306 32.8 6.406,037 94 1 3 2 
Ida .................. 114.657 38.5 4,414,294 93 1 I 5 117,110 36.1 4,227,671 90 1 6 3 
Monona ..•••••.•••••• 179,413 40.3 7,230,344 96 0 I 3 184,529 35.3 6.513,874 94 0 3 3 
Sac .................. 146.208 42.3 6.184,598 93 I 3 3 150,316 46.0 6,914,536 93 1 3 3 
Shelby ............. __ 155.347 48.3 7,503,260 96 0 1 3 155.510 41.8 6.500.318 94 1 3 2 

::.::,~~::::::::::: : 235,299 37.0 8,706,063 94 1 1 4 238,000 35.0 8,330,000 89 3 5 3 
144,920 44.8 6,492,416 93 1 4 2 141,336 50.5 7.137.468 94 1 4 I 

Dallas ................ 151,379 44.4 6,721,228 90 1 6 3 145,326 48.6 7,062.844 91 1 6 2 
Grundy .............. 117,276 48.5 5.687,886 91 2 4 2 113.693 47.9 5.445.895 94 2 2 2 
Hamilton ............. 151,102 42.1 6,361,394 92 1 , 3 148,950 52.2 7,775,190 93 1 4 2 

Hardin ............... 142,574 44.8 6.387,315 89 2 5 4 138.940 46.6 6.474.604 90 2 5 3 
Luper ...•••••.••••.•. 165,516 47.1 7,795.804 92 I 5 2 154.207 41.5 6.399.590 90 1 7 2 

arahall ............. 131,761 47.8 6,298,176 92 2 3 3 124.808 48.8 6.090.630 93 2 2 3 
Polk .•.•••••••••••••• 123,287 44.8 5,523,258 94 I 3 2 117,052 48.0 5.618,496 93 2 4 1 
Powesbielt •• , ••••••••• 126,105 47.4 5,977,377 92 1 , 3 116,796 39.4 4,601,762 90 2 5 3 
Story ................ 159,356 46.2 7,362.247 94 1 3 2 153,332 50.8 7.789,266 94 2 3 1 
Tama ................ 141,517 47.5 6,722.058 94 2 2 2 135.747 47.6 6,461.557 94 2 2 2 
Webster .............. 172,195 45.0 7,748.775 96 1 1 2 172,984 49.4 8,545.410 97 1 1 I 
BentoD .••• o •••••••••• 156,727 48.4 7,585,587 92 2 3 3 147,197 46.7 6.874,100 93 2 2 3 
Cedar ................ 113,910 55.4 6,310,614 93 1 3 3 109,276 53.11 5,889,976 95 1 1 3 

C1intoD ............... 139,417 50.8 7,082.384 93 2 3 2 137,236 50.2 6,889,247 95 1 2 2 

l:r-u"c;,;::::::::::::: : 106,601 49.7 5,298,070 92 2 2 4 102,601. 42.9 4,401,5&3 93 2 2 3 
73.074 45.3 3,310,251 88 3 6 3 72,187 46.1 3,327,821 92 3 3 2 

ohnson .............. 111,197 49.7 5,526,491 93 1 3 3 108,460 48.1 5,216,926 95 1 1 3 
C?De8 •••••• 0 ••••••• '0' 94,104 50.1 4,714.610 84 5 8 3 89,023 48.11 4,353.225 87 5 6 2 
lBD ••••••••••• 0 ••••• 135,345 46.1 6,239,404 83 4 10 3 125,967 44.3 5,580.338 87 " 8 2 

Muscatine ............ 79,295 48.9 3,877 ,526 92 2 4 2 75.476 46.4 3.502.086 92 2 .. 2 
Scott ................. 83,842 56.2 4,711,920 94 2 2 2 82,500 54.3 4,479,750 94 2 1 3 
Adair ................ 123,975 43.0 5,330.925 92 1 3 4 119,216 43.0 5,126,288 92 1 3 4 
Adamo .............. 91,145 40.4 3,682,258 112 1 , 3 82,584 46.2 . 3,815,381 94 0 " 3 

Caaa ................. 131.739 45.1 5,941.429 93 1 2 .. 130,557 44.3 5.783,675 92 1 3 4 
FremoDt •••••.• 0 •••••• 163.554 43.8 7,163,665 98 0 0 2 165,649 41.3 6,841.304 98 0 0 2 
Mill .................. 126,684 42.9 5,434.744 97 0 1 2 127,721 45.2 5,772,989 97 0 0 3 
Montaomery .......... 112,228 46.9 5,263,493 96 0 I " 108,495 46.3 5,023,318 97 0 1 2 
Page ................. 137,837 46.4 6,395,637 94 0 2 4 132,850 45.5 6,044,675 96 0 1 3 
Pottawattamie ..•.•.•. 259,501 44.4 11,521.844 96 0 1 " 265,799 45.6 12,120,434 96 1 1 2 
Taylor ............... 111,366 38.5 4,287,591 94 0 " 3 104,268 40.7 4.243,708 95 0 2 3 

~r~~:::::::::::: 50,200 32.11 1,651,580 93 0 4 3 48.340 24.5 1.184,330 92 0 .. 4 
63.463 34.0 2,157,742 93 0 5 2 61.629 33.7 2,076.897 92 1 6 I 

Decatur .............. 68,474 28.3 1,937,814 90 0 8 2 68.355 31.8 2.173.689 92 0 7 1 



County 

L ...................... 
Madison •••••••••••••• 
Marioa .•••••••••••••• 
Mooroe .............. 
Rioaold •..•.•••••••. 
VDWO ••••••••••••.••. 
W ..................... 
W.)'IIe ............... 
Davia ................ 
DcoMoines ........... 

Henry ................ ftenon ............. 
eoku .............. 

Lee .................. 
Louisa ............... 
Mahaska ............. 
Van BureD ............ 
Wapello .............. 
WashiDgtOD ........... 

Total ............ 

s " 

4 0 

i--' ...-~ 

0 
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TABLB 42. IOWA. CORN PRODUCTION 19S2·8~oDtiauecl. 

1932 1933 

Utilization percent Utilization percent 

Bushels r---
Cut Bushels --c;;t~ Hogged-Cut Hogged 

Acrea 
per for for dOWDO per for for down or 
acre Production HuabcI aiIage fodder gtained Acres acre Prodw:tion Husked aiIage fodder ~ 

55.570 34.9 1,939,393 88 2 6 4 54,995 25.7 1,4\3,372 81 3 12 4 
105,492 44.' ',683,845 91 1 5 3 100,209 45.0 4,509,405 90 I 6 3 
107,295 43.6 4,678,062 94 1 3 2 103,210 35.9 3,705,239 88 2 8 2 
SO,561 35.2 1,779,747 91 I 6 2 49,956 24.2 1,208,935 83 2 12 3 
88,770 32.5 2,885,025 89 I 7 3 82,445 34.8 2,869,086 92 0 6 2 
76,159 40.1 3,053,976 89 I 7 3 69,236 42.4 2,935,_ 90 I 6 3 

103,510 41.9 4,337,069 91 2 3 4 97,899 42.8 4,190,077 89 2 6 3 
75,172 30.3 2,277,712 93 0 4 3 71,242 20.8 1,481,834 90 I 6 3 
51,795 32.0 1,657,440 93 0 6 I 50,127 29.2 1.463,708 91 0 7 2 
71,697 48.' 3,498,814 94 I 2 3 67,419 40.3 2,716,986 92 I 3 4 

76,769 49.5 3,800,066 94 0 3 3 72,929 45.5 3,318,270 93 I 3 3 
69,406 40.9 2,838,705 93 I 4 2 67,029 39.2 2,627,537 91 I 5 3 

110,714 45.3 5,015,_ 93 I 3 3 104,826 40.0 4,193,040 91 1 5 3 
59,265 38.7 2,293,556 91 2 3 4 55,950 34.8 1,947,060 90 3 4 3 
74.580 48.0 3,579,_ 94 1 3 2 70,132 41.5 2,910,478 92 2 4 2 

120,184 44.3 5,324,151 90 1 5 4 114,159 35.5 4,052,644 86 1 9 4 
48,268 35.4 1,708,687 91 1 5 3 48,234 33.8 1,630,309 91 1 5 3 
62,433 .W.3 2,453,617 91 2 3 " 60,611 37.1 2,248,668 90 2 4 4 

111,958 51.5 5,765,837 93 1 2 4 105,549 47.9 5,055,797 94 1 2 3 --- ------------
11,720,2801 42.7 500,"7,407 90.7 2.1 4.2 3.0 11,527,166 43.65 00,214,435 90.9 2.2 4.4 2.5 

SHIFT IN CORN ACREAGE 

1JJ k'" 
...... ~ lWe$tern Corn Belt ./ - I 

South Central Corn Belt '\ );1 
T-

-.. .... ... 
~. - _ _ t=r.r. -~' --I::!.--- -" ,.it~ i_' - -,-

Fig. 65. The chart shows that there 
has been a shift in the corn acreage 
from the south central and eastern Corn 
Belt to the western Corn Belt. 

\.. E4stern Corn Belt 

I 
It Preliminary 
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TABLE 48. IOWA OATS 

1932 1933 

Districts and Bus. Bus. 
counties per Total per Total 

Acres acre bushels Acres acre bushels ---
Northwest 

Buena Vista .•... 94,115 37.1 3,488,909 97,628 18.6 1,815,520 
Cherokee •...... 63,235 36.8 2,327,647 69,146 21.4 1,482,618 
Clay ••••..•.... 87,122 36.4 3,173,664 85,876 14.0 1,202,096 
Dickinson .•..••. 52,320 29.9 1,814,393 53,511 16.6 886,608 
Emmett .••..... 60,754 31.5 1,911,419 67,291 19.9 1,336,882 
Lyon .•••.•••.•. 100,492 40.6 4,078,178 95,687 24.1 2,309,451 
O'Brien ••..•.... 80,202 39.9 3,202,032 81,253 23.3 1,890,502 
Osceola .•••••... 69,230 39.3 2,718,336 67,676 29.1 1,966,641 
Palo Alto ....... 101,952 34.8 3,546,003 105,496 14.6 1,538,496 
Plymouth ..•••.. 92,695 32.9 3,060,995 99,484 17.4 1,735,881 
Pocahontas ••••.. 113,897 36.7 4,180,767 118,449 19.6 2,318,527 
Sio .............. 117,293 40.1 4,700,041 114,736 20.3 2,326,960 

For district ... 1,033,307 37.0 38,202,384 1,056,233 19.7 20,810,182 

North Central 
Butler ......••.. 76,046 31.5 2,392,888 83,666 26.8 2,238,992 
Cerro Gordo ..•.. ~2,110 35.9 2,945,267 87,887 26.8 2,352,225 
Floyd ......•... 75,325 36.1 2,721,445 81,080 25.6 2,078,277 
Franklin ........ 84,297 37.5 3,157,325 90,476 29.7 2,687,311 
Hancock ........ 92,612 32.3 2,989,442 101,141 25.2 2,546,427 
Humboldl. •••... 76,476 38.8 2,964,825 81,754 21.2 1,729,304 
Kossuth .....•.. 184,149 35.9 6,606,178 189,972 18.9 3,584,090 
Mitchell ........ 74,470 37.7 2,804,886 78,239 23.7 1,857,525 
Winnebago ..•... 61,110 37.4 2,286,025 65,202 22.4 1,461,992 
Worth •••.•.••.. 61,734 32.6 2,011,246 67,905 29.1 1,976,391 
Wright ......... 96,617 37.1 3,580,265 104,573 28.1 2,935,142 

For district .••. 964,946 35.7 34,459,792 1,031,895 24.7 25,447,676 

Northeast 
AUamakee ...••. 45,452 36.6 1,662,234 42,779 25.6 1,093,440 
Black Hawk .••.. 62,864 36.9 2,318,133 67,499 31.3 2,112,138 
Bremer ..•.•.•.. 56,135 37.1 2,085,232 59,381 31.8 1,888,761 
Buchanan ••..•.. 65,450 36.1 2,359,647 70,516 30.4 2,141,284 
Chickasaw ..•... 65,043 32.3 2,102,624 68,685 21.3 1,462,620 
Clayton ••••..•.• 79,577 42.4 3,370,584 79,120 27.3 2,157,559 
Delaware ..••... 64,985 40.5 2,632,073 67,894 31.3 2,128,318 
Dubuque ..•..•. 57,326 38.2 2,188,755 59,332 30.0 1,778,387 
Fayette ...••.•.. 83,122 37.4 3,107,260 86,823 27.7 2,403,942 
Howard ...•.••.. 66,161 37.3 2,466,614 69,972 20.2 1,413 ,276 
Winneshiek .•... 80,697 34.0 2,739,983 77,989 18.6 1,452,614 ---

For district .... 726,812 37.2 27,033,139 749,990 26.7 20,032,339 

West Central 
Audubon ........ 52,558 29.0 1,525,435 49,694 10.1 501,229 
Calhoun ..••.•.. 116,842 39.1 4,565,401 120,016 20.8 2,497,386 
Carroll ......... 77,416 32.1 2,482,762 78,237 15.4 1,203,963 
Crawford ....... 79,858 30.4 2,426,218 62,699 7.7 480,379 
Greene .......•. 90,539 40.1 3,628,356 95,253 25.9 2,464,967 
Guthrie ...••.•.. 59,921 30.9 1,853,915 59,903 12.9 774,251 
Harrison .•...... 46,285 28.7 1,326,976 27,704 8.7 239,648 
Ida ............. 50,147 32.6 1,633,014 52,923 11.4 604,050 
Monona ... ,. ". 42,266 32.9 1,389,752 39,409 17.1 673,184 
Sac ............. 75.299 30.8 2,320,932 78,338 16.9 1,327,445 
S~ .......... 74,423 30.2 2,251,076 64,811 9.1 589,158 
W bury ...... 74,335 31.0 2,301,670 74,002 13.1 972,961 ---

For district .... 839,889 33.0 27,705,507 802,989 15.4 12,328,621 

Central 
Boone ••••••.•.. 87,618 38.0 3,333,364 90,516 29.3 2,655,981 
Dallas .......... 71,963 39.8 2,863,211 76,104 22.3 1,700,512 
Grundy ......... 71,945 35.6 2,560,854 75,845 33.3 2,523,837 
Hamilton •••..•. 105,546 33.3 3,518,337 111,094 30.6 3,401,354 
Hardin •••••••.. 78,099 33.6 2,621,636 84,675 29.8 2,523,854 
~per •.•••.••.. 70,216 36.7 2,580,116 75,936 26.6 2,019,813 

aloha1l ........ 64,837 34.2 2,220,347 67,722 30.6 2,070,111 
Polk ............ 54,228 36.2 1,962,880 58,023 22.7 1,317,486 
Poweshiek ••.•.. 58,361 36.3 2,121,344 62,341 27.4 1,707,973 
Story ........... 90,315 35.4 3,200,986 93,870 29.8 2,794,447 
Tama .......... 76,283 35.4 2,701,329 78,545 31.1 2,442,771 
Webster ........ 136,541 39.8 5,430,667 141,099 25.5 3,592,363 
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For district .... 965,952 36.4 35,115,071 1,015,770 28.3 28,750,502 



Eas t central 
enton ••••••• o • 89,047 

=~::::::::: 49,924 
58,048 

Iwa ••••••••••• 46,851 
"'kaon ••••••••• 40,764 
IhnlOn •••••••• 49,902 
IDea ••••••••••• 46,166 
inn ••.•.•••••• 67,616 
[uscatine •••••• 29,931 
:ott ........... 40,171 

For district .... 518,420 

So ihweat 
dair ........... 49,923 
dams .......... 35,280 
ass ........•.•. 52,990 
remont •••••••• 18,338 
liIl ............ 23,612 
lontsomery, • , , 32,519 
age .••••••••.• 
ottawattamie .•. ' 

31,298 
75,452 

aylor •••••••••• 

For district •••• 

th Central 

I:'k:~:::::: 
lecatur •••••••• 
,ueas .•••••••••• 
ladison ........ 
larion .••••••• 0 

lonroe ••.•• o ••• 

:inggold •••••..• 
rnioD •••••••••• 
~arren ...••.... 
~ayne ••••••••• 

For district •• ,. 

theast 
)avis ..•••••••• 
)es Moines •.••. 
lenry .......... 
efferson •••••••. 
~eokuk ......... 
.ee: ••.••.•.•••. 
,()UlBa •••••••••• 
lahaska ........ 
'an Buren ••.• 0. 
~apello ........ 
~ .. hington ••••• 

For district .... 
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40,780 ---
360,192 

24,644 
32,234 
30,380 
27,428 
39.985 
46,362 
20,495 
38,149 
30,213 
38,952 
40,074 

368,916 

26,956 
30,288 
31,729 
31,206 
48,049 
25,569 
28,148 
50,152 
23,519 
25,07\ 
48,957 

369,644 

6,148,078 

38.4 3,416,180 
41.6 2,076,511 
39.2 2,275,527 
35.8 1,677,970 
35.0 1,427,101 
35.9 1,793,421 
41.6 1,921,972 
38.4 2,595,543 
37.3 1,115,755 
44.5 1,788,336 

38.7 20,088,316 

31.7 1,583,562 
33.3 1,173,175 
28.8 1,524,822 
25.6 468,767 
28.2 665,814 
31.6 1,027,448 
32.7 1,023,833 
28.0 2,109,662 
32.2 1,311,788 

30.2 10,888,871 

28.3 697,288 
27.5 884,963 
24.4 742,780 
30.4 833,034 
36.9 1,475,800 
35.0 1,621,438 
27.6 565,345 
27.6 1,052,731 
31.8 961,980 
33.0 1,284,151 
26.6 1,067,141 

30.3 11,186,651 

26.7 718,654 
35.6 1,076,816 
35.0 1,110,634 
33.8 1,053,285 
34.2 1,645,269 
29.7 758,174 
32.9 926,930 
36.3 1,821,837 
26.6 626,422 
30.8 771,681 
37.9 1,856,506 

33.5 12 ,366,208 

35.3 217,045,939 

92,819 35.1 
53,719 36.9 
61,019 31.1 
50,032 29.9 
43,868 26.6 
55,511 30.4 
47,635 32.9 
71,088 33.2 
29,927 29.0 
38,991 34.2 ---

544,609 32.3 

52,278 13.7 
33,358 17.5 
53,989 14.1 
21,340 18.0 
26,642 16.1 
34,629 17.3 
33,692 20.9 
72,627 12.6 
37.623 14.9 ---

366,178 15.4 

19,864 13.0 
27,132 9.8 
17,744 10.0 
22,174 10.9 
37,335 13.8 
45,944 21.9 
16,459 10.9 
31,810 9.7 
28,488 14.5 
40,778 16.0 
34,467 11.4 

322,195 13.7 

23,220 15.4 
29,791 24.6 
30,513 25.5 
31,622 18.9 
47,657 22.3 
22,975 18.6 
26,002 24.1 
51,386 22.5 
21,621 15.9 
23,09Q 18.2 
48,900 26.5 

356,786 21.9 

6,246,645 22.9 

3,256,649 
1,981,824 
1,897,481 
1,495,352 
1,164,961 
1,685,238 
1,567,418 
2,358,292 

868,748 
1,334,644 

17,610,607 

716,848 
584,648 
763,195 
384,407 
429,589 
600,573 
703,092 
914,351 
560,067 

5,656,770 

258,227 
265,189 
177,418 
241,724 
514,916 

1,008,210 
178,M01 
308,906 
413,001 
651,174 
392,370 

4,409,936 

357,327 
733,823 
779,114 
59M,059 

1,063,029 
426,345 
627,742 

1,154,392 
343,654 
421,092 

1,295,328 

7,799,905 

142,846,538 
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TABLE ". IOWA BARLEY 

1932 1933 
r-------- ---I-Districts and Bushell Bushell 

counties per Total per 
Acr .. acre bushell Acr .. acre ------- ------

Northw .. t • 
8.700 23.3 202,592 7,668 14.2 Buena Villa ........ 

Cherokee .......... 24.916 25.5 634,301 24,627 15.9 
Clay .............. 15,066 25.1 378,005 15,799 12.6 
DickinllOll .......... 16,870 22.5 380,003 17,585 12.9 
Emm.tt ........... 11,856 18.4 217,903 11,152 13.9 

.~rBri~:::::::::::: 17,459 30.7 535,830 22,890 15.1 
25,018 28.3 706,773 27,842 17.4 

Osceola ............ 12,948 27.7 358,428 16,047 22.3 
Palo Alto .......... 5,717 20.7 118,619 5,600 11.2 
Plymoulb .......... 32,201 24.5 788,137 36,481 13.2 
Pocahontaa ......... 2,723 21.5 58,642 2,556 14.6 
SiOID .............. 23,871 29.6 707,400 28,430 14.2 ----

For district ....... 197,345 24.0 5,086,633 216,677 15.0 

North Central 
Butler ............. 2,359 20.1 47,441 2,268 19.7 
Cerro Gordo ........ 5,476 24.7 135,235 4,854 21.3 
Floyd ............. 3,956 22.5 88,861 3,746 18.2 
Franklin ........... 6,108 23.1 140,828 5,128 22.4 
Hancock .•. , ••..••. 4,245 19.8 83,959 3,995 21.2 
Humboldt .......... 4,409 24.7 108,751 3,196 15.3 
Kossulb ........... 5,821 22.6 131,587 5,182 13.5 
Mitcllell ........... 5,059 26.5 134,145 3,264 19.4 
Winnehaao ••••.••.. 5,064 25.4 128,557 3,832 16.9 
Worlb ............. 2,139 24.' 52,119 2,908 23.0 
Wright ............ 4,847 20.6 99,812 4,282 21.9 

r-------- ------For district ....... 49,483 23.3 1,151,295 42,655 19.3 

Northeast 
Allamakee ......... 8,324 30.3 252,572 7,396 19.8 
BlacIr.Hawlr. ........ 3,758 22.4 84,162 3,036 24.0 
Bremer ...••...••.. 1,018 23.1 23,562 734 23.1 
Buchanan .......... 1,144 23.1 26,371 1,031 18.7 
Chiclr.asaw ......... 2,670 21.1 56,251 2,139 15.4 
Clayton ............ 6,639 31.4 208,546 6,879 20.0 
Delaware .••.•••... 2,622 33.2 87,032 2,563 24.9 
Dubuque ••••••.••. 3,905 27.7 108,105 4,041 19.7 
Fayette ............ 4,151 26.0 108,042 3,960 19.7 
Howud ............ 4,348 25.0 108,799 3,780 16.6 
Winneshielr. ........ 11,962 26.3 314,598 9,776 15.9 r-------- ------

For district ....... 50,54\ 27.3 1,378,040 45,335 19.1 

WeatCentral 
Audubon ........... 4,369 19.6 85,532 4,395 88 
Calhoun ........... 1,181 19.8 23,392 1,718 14.7 
Carroll ............ 6,317 21.3 134,569 6,915 12.6 
Crawford .......... 12,360 '20.2 249,103 7,800 4.4 
Greene ............ 1,291 22.9· 29,575 1,212 19.5 
Guthrie ............ 4,\38 17.9 74,019 3,960 9.1 
Harrilon ........... 2,710 18.7 50,762 2,721 9.3 
Ida ................ 14,959 18.8 280,534 13,265 7.2 
Monona ........... 5,314 21.2 112,491 7,336 15.6 
Sac ................ 14,946 17.4 260,266 13,056 11.7 
S~ ............. 6,292 21.4 134,369 5,602 9.1 
W bury ......... 9,812 22.6 221,855 12,192 U.8 

For district ....... 83,689 19.8 1,656,467 80,172 10.3 

Central 
Boone ............. 1,872 24.2 45,217 2,277 22.1 
Dalila ............. 1,757 22.8 40,017 1,595 10.1 
Grundy ............ 4,046 23.5 94,935 4,843 23.5 
Hamilton .......... 1,768 22.2 39,201 1,742 23.1 
Hardin ............ 4,461 21.8 97,035 3,696 22.8 
Laaper ............. 4,251 21.4 91,048 3,288 15.9 

anhaIl ........... 8,727 20.4 178,090 6,203 22.6 
Pollr. ............... 1,993 21.2 42,320 1,645 14.3 
Poweohielr. ......... 2,480 22.7 56,400 3,043 18.4 
Story .............. 1,730 19.5 33,672 1,927 21.4 
Tama ............. 10,343 21.9 226,664 9,836 22.7 
W.bster ........... 1,411 25.2 35,510 2,662 19.3 - ----For district ....... ",842 21.9 980,109 42.757 20.9 

---
Total 

busbell ---
108,8! 
392,67 
199,32 
226,91 
154.9! 
345,44 
484,05 
357,87 

62,45 
481,53 

37,31 
403,36 

3,254,81 

44,6(] 
103,17 
68,01 

114,64 
84,63 
48,74 
69,9~ 
63,21 
64,69 
66,91 
93,97 ---

822,52 

146,34 
73,00 
16,98 
19,25 
32,83 

137,53 
63,9~ 
79,59 
77,86 
62,58 

155,37 ---
865,26 

38,53 
25,29 
87,42 
34,3! 
23,67 
35,97 
25,38 
95,98 

114,23 
153,01 

9 
'6 
8 
6 
6 
7 
6 
6 

51,15 
143,5~ 

o 
16 

,2 828,55 

50,39 
16,16 

113,72 
40,25 
84,11 
52,27 

140,18 
23,5~ 
56,06 
41,19 

223,39 
51,27 

892,53 
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But Central 

~:d~:::::::::::: 
F·::::::::::: 

oImaon ........... 
C?DeI •••••••••••••• 
lDD. •••••••••••••• 

Muacatine ......... 
Scott .............. 

For diatrict ••••..• 

SOuth .... t 
i\dair .............. 
Ad&IDI ............. 
Cass ............... 
Fremont .••.••..••. 
Milla .............. 
Montaomery ••••... 
Pag ............... 
Pottawattami ••••••• 
Taylor ............. 

For diatrict ••••.•. 

South Central 

~r:t'!~::::::::: 
Decatur .......•••• 
LUCAS ••••••••••••• 
Madison ........... 
Marion •.•••.•••••• 
Monroe ..•••••••••• 
Rinaaold ........... 
Union ..••••••••••• 
Warren •••••.•••••• 
Wayn ............. 

For district ••••• " •• 

South ... t 
Davis ............. 
D .. Moin .......... 
H.nry ............. 
Jefferson ••••••••••• 
K.okuk ............ 
Le ................ 
Louisa ............. 
Mahaska ........... 
VanBuren ......... 
Wapello ........... 
W .. hinaton •..••••• 

1 For district ....... 

• For:state ......••• 

I!! g.g:.;:1 
~!,o:~~ 
I::J E'=m'!' 
~b:I."~-:. 
ilir;g!-' 
;: ~ s p. 

gm~~S'~ 
;: ~cc ... CD 

:r;;"g[~~ 
lr·iQ2~"'· 
:tI:aED"& 
:laoi~m 
p."4:,,=,~r 

2 :["" i 
~~"b .... ., i= p. :.;;: .. a

i -'ell 010 
~ ... "'P 
~&= 
4-~f~! 

:.: 
$i~ go 
g~ 
~~ 
~". 

9,920 23.2 
7,642 26.6 
7,094 26.6 
4,145 23.1 
4,085 25.1 
1,717 25.2 
4,726 31.6 
3,923 22.1 
2,295 24.0 
8,135 29.5 ------

53,682 26.0 

. 3,736 IA.7 
1,345 24.3 
7,009 17.4 

863 18.9 
2,705 17.5 
2,215 22.8 
3,220 23.6 
8,580 17.0 
1,979 22.9 ------

31,652 19.2 

636 14.2 
1,366 16.2 

611 10.8 
1,565 18.9 
5,191 23.9 
2,098 26.1 

796 18.9 
1,032 13.5 
2,499 19.5 
2,479 21.5 

869 12.5 

19,142 20.3 

265 14.8 
178 20.8 
86 24.6 

276 19.4 
1,627 22.8 

647 13.1 
332 24.5 

1,151 20.9 
31 20.5 

747 21.0 
853 22.4 

6,193 20.7 

536,569 23.8 

230,459 l2,no 
203,606 9,322 
188,979 9,364 
95,923 4,436 

102 ,iSS 4,217 
43,283 1,716 

149,421 5,683 
86,795 4,276 
55,185 3,278 

239,623 11,752 ----
1,395,629 66,354 

69,795 3,527 
32,659 1,144 

122,261 5,028 
16,292 777 
47,356 2,038 
50,500 
76,052 

1,885 
2,179 

146,103 6,005 
45,332 916 ----

606,350 23,499 

9,058 20 
22,110 638 

6,620 14 
29,534 466 

124,252 3,999 
54,720 1,525 
15,045 528 
13,889 74 
48,619 1,447 
53,390 2,001 
10,876 46 

388,113 10,758 

3,933 16 
3,702 247 
2,113 244 
5,361 204 

37,157 995 
8,471 19 
8,135 349 

24,006 954 
637 22 

15,664 365 
19,069 962 -

128,248 ',377 

12,770,884 532,5M 

U.2 
21.7 
17.5 
18.5 
17.8 
21.8 
25.6 
22.9 
15.8 
19.5 

20.6 

9.6 
13.7 
11.0 
17 .3 
11.7 
15.6 
16.3 
10.3 
9.4 ---

11.8 

0.8 
3.9 
9.1 
7.5 
9.9 

18.0 
3.9 
5.2 
9.1 

U.S 
7.6 ---

10.6 

5.0 
11.1 
13.5 
12.0 
13.4 
12.1 
13.4 
13.8 
13.0 
9.2 

15.6 

13.4 

15.9 

285, 
201, 

502 , 
163, 
82, 
74, 
37, 

145, 
97, 
51, 

229,: 

1,370, 

33,1 
15,1 
55,1 
13,' 
23. 1 

29,' 
35" 
61,1 
8,' 

277,: 

2,_ 

3,_ 
39. 1 

27" 
2,1 

13, 
24,~ 

--
114,: 

2,: 
3,: 
2,' 

13,: 

4,; 
13, 

3,: 
15,1 

58,; 

8,484, 
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TABLE 45. IOWA WINTER WHEAT. 

==== 
1932 1933 .-v~~. --------- --- ----

Districts and Bushels Bushels 
counties per Total per Total 

Acres acre bushels Acres acre bushel. --------- ----------
North .... t 

Buena Vi.ta......... 74 11.9 877 22 15.7 345 
Cherokee.. .••..•... 47 25.0 1,175 32 17.3 552 
Clay.. ............. 218 14.2 3,097 59 10.5 618 
Dickinson........... 509 14.2 7,245 151 10.8 1,633 
Emmett.. .......... 832 17.4 14,473 178 15.3 2,725 
Lr,0n............... 147 26.1 3,835 167 18.0 3,005 " f'-·-. --""'-.-1 
OBrien............. 19 27.4 520 8 16.3 130 X / iii -.-....... ~ I I 
Osceola............. 39 12.0 468 75 11.2 838 I» 'Tl .. 0 ,. 51 ~ • _.,J"" C 
PaloAlto........... 724 13.7 9,883 540 10.5 5,695 ~3ii' I I I,' r./-.J· I,' Z 
Plymouth........... 2,341 18.3 42,803 950 18.6 17,692 I» • , , .' ;: 
Pocahontas.......... 345 18.0 6,203 171 15.9 2,726 !!' " L' I -J. ( ': ~ "--
Sio""............... 588 23.0 13,517 303 12.3 3.723 0'" -._.-._._ . i ._._.<. -, ..... 

'/ "/'-" " M c;') Fordistrict ........ 5,883 17.7 104,096 2,656 14.9 39,682 ~~ . • ... -.-:::/ 01 ~ 0 
I» <; 'I' e- !!, '" / :;d 

North Central ::r:r A H/ ,/ ',' 
Butler..... ......... 357 9.9 3,534 193 14.9 2,877 ~ ~ V g, 8' , : (J) .... 
Cerro Gordo .... "... 344 U.O 4,465 53 13.0 729 1»'" I ~ / / / -I n 
Floyd."" ... ".... 270 16.6 4,483 117 14.2 1,657 - 0;' , ~ , I> c:: 
Franklin............ 68 16.9 1,151 49 18.9 924 I» ::!! I I /' , 
Hancock............ 287 17.5 5,022 29 14.0 405 ::I _. -._._._ ' L..._._., I -i t'"' 
Humboldt........... 294 16.2 4,765 76 12.4 946 Q. Q. :;fij, I ~I' -'-'i"-'-' M 
K'?""uth....... ..... 645 10.4 6,740 141 9.1 1,289 ...:j!!" i,e.-.- _ I i 5/' '1" ~ 
MItchell............ 626 10.8 6,755 66 11.0 724 ,. '< ,xI .• 1- f' • ~/ (J) 
Winnebago ....... ". 264 14.1 3,713 21 15.7 330 >c Q. .j il I r,':, c:: 
Worth.............. 514 19.4 9,994 416 9.3 3,859 I» 0;' - • ....J '. ~ ~ E' <: ..... 
Wright"..... ...... 200 19.7 3,936 33 11.8 389 '" ::; \;ii;i1 ., ill <:. "" 

For district........ 3,869'14.'l 54,558 1,194 11.8 14,129 ~ g: i i - z :> 
Northea..t ;. :;- : ~ -----..! CO -i t'"' 

AlIamokee" .... ".. 560 18.7 10,490 337 10.8 3,628 to po . __ ._,...,-- !:I' W M 
Black Hawk......... 306 18.7 5,727 280 17.3 4,836 ~. ! W ::0 ~ 
Brem.r............. 144 19.0 2,733 201 12.7 2,562 _._. '"1 ~ § 
Buchanan........... 373 13.0 4,850 427 11.8 5,029 '" S ' V" n 
Chickaalw. ......... 602 16.8 10,140 109 8.6 9B 0'0 ® I <: 0 
Clayton............. 384 20.4 7,819 502 13.4 6,709 -0 . < 
g~~::!:::::::::::: m ~~J ~:;~~ g~:U ~:~~~ S; I:X: Z 
Fay.tle... .......... 838 13.1 10,955 330 15.0 4,942 :i'.:l. M 0 
Howard............. 255 16.1 4,094 134 9.4 1,253 0 ~ 
Winn .. biek" ....... ~~~~~~ :,~, ~ a::: 

For di.trict........ 4,225 16.8 70,958 2,950 12.7 37 ,322 ~ ~ t> .... 
W .. t Central 5l ... n n 

Audubon............ 361 18.5 6,661 462 15.0 6,933 S'::!! ::0 
Calhoun".......... 133 13.8 1,8,10 197 13.0 2,566 ::I ::r I'%j 
Carroll............. 872 18.1 15,815 1,108 15.2 16,816 n ~ M 
Crawford""....... 1,546 18.5 28,556 1,040 8.6 8,970 !" .... t> :> 
Greene..... ........ 235 17.5 4,113 148 19.6 2,900 n 
Guthrie............. 1,061 14.5 15,385 1,472 14.2 20,851 !!:. G) 
~~:::::::::::: 7,5~~ ~U 105,~~ 10,1:: 1::~ 195,7~~ ~ M ~ 
Monona ............ 26,664 14.0 373,76.1 21,368 19.8 422,232 !" t:n 
S8A:................. 122 15.6 1,909 126 8.5 1,070 
Shelby.............. 462 17.4 8,025 475 11.9 5,651 ... 
Woodbury .......... 16.594 14.6 242,786 13,528 16.4 221,820 0 

d· . 5 ::!! For I8tnct" ...... 5 ,652 14.5 805,140 50,046 18.1 905,620 I» 

Central 
Boone.............. 595 16.5 9,803 574 21.6 12,418 
Dallal.............. 5,478 18.6 101,860 6,084 18.1 110,154 
Grundy............. 91 19.8 1,800 56 16.5 926 
Hamilton........... 129 20.6 2,663 374 22.9 8,582 
Hardin. ............ 91 12.4 . 1,130 82 19.2 1,576 
Jasper...... ........ 3,701 19,6 72,398 3,747 20.1 75,432 
Marshall............ 928 19.0 17,621 1,512 20.7 31.276 
Polk................ 6,547 20.2 132,249 7,682 19.3 148.485 
Pow .. hiek.......... 464 16.7 7,'53 464 18.1 8,420 
Story............... 820 15.6 12,760 901 20.4 18,349 
Tama ........... ". 1,264 18.7 23,578 1.157 IS.l 20,961 
Webater.... ........ 126 16.4 2,069 120 16.2 1,9J9 --------- ---------For district ........ 20.234 19.1 385,684 22,753 19,3 438,518 



Eas ~ ....-eDtnU 
enton •• o •• o ••••••• 778 
odar .............. 1,598 
linton ............. 2,285 
wa .•••••••••••••• 2,369 
.ckson ••••••••••••• 583 
loson .•••••.••••• 1,143 
IDes ••••••••••••••• 186 
DB ••••••••••••••• 
uscatine .......... 

1,1-57 
3,777 

ott ............... 6,803 ---
For district ••.•••.. 20,679 

5, hweot 
lair ............... 1,812 
I.ms .............. 1,997 
lSI •••••••••••••••• 4,068 
'emont ..•.•• o •• 0 •• 7,501 
ills ............... 5,564 
ontgomery ...•.... 7,254 
~ge ..•.....••.•••. 10,659 
)ttawattamie ••••••• 5,037 
.ylor .............. 5,233 ---
For district ... : .... 49,125 

5, :h Centr.1 

~k~~:::::::::: 1,871 
769 

ecatur ...•.••.•••. 1,889 
lIeu. ," •...••..••.. 1,390 
ladison ............ 4,885 
[arion .•.••••..•••• 3,919 
[onroe ..•.••..•••.. 2,953 
i~ggold ............ 2,463 
n10n •••..•••..•••• 1,123 
farren ••••••••••••. 6,342 
'ayoe ............. 1,621 

For district ••.•••.. 29,225 

theast 
lavis •••••••••••••• 1,901 
les Moines .•.•••••• 6,135 
lenry .............. 2,243 
~fferson •••••••••••• 2,570 
:eokuk ............. 2,083 
ee .•••••••••.••••. 5,908 
ouisa .••••••••••.• 0 6,173 
I.h .. ka ............ 3,294 
an Buren .•.•••..•.• 3,657 
lapello ............ 4,343 
lashington ..•••••.• ~ 
For district ........ 40,212 
;. ; ... -; , 

For state .••• 0 •••• . 229,104 
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20.6 16,022 725 18.2 
21.0 33,507 1.812 22. I 
21.3 48,580 2,444 21.2 
16.0 37,951 1,687 17.8 
17.6 10,258 509 15.0 
18.9 21,579 1,211 19.7 
18.4 3,428 1M 16.8 
21.1 24,384 990 23.6 
19.3 73,018 3,918 21.6 
21.5 146,117 6,303 23.0 ---
20.1 414,844 19,764 21.4 

\3.4 24,347 1,736 14.2 
14.7 29,333 1,674 18.7 
16.2 65,710 3,244 19.5 
14.4 108,000 8,154 22.5 
16.1 89,747 5,421 22.3 
17.8 . 129,413 6,814 20.7 
18.8 200,512 10,406 22.6 
17.1 85,881 3,984 20.7 
\3.8 72,098 3,669 15.1 ---
16.4 805,041 45,102 20.8 

18,437 9.9 1,723 8.2 
9.7 7,452 851 8.8 
9.0 17,025 1,401 7.9 

10.1 14,022 1,098 8.4 
18.4 89,729 5,864 16.9 
21.3 83,290 4,230 18.4 
11.7 34,474 2,974 9.2 
10.6 26,148 1,528 9.2 
13.1 14,738 905 10.3 
16.7 105,805 7,150 18.2 
7.8 12,672 594 5.5 ---

14.5 423,792 28,318 14.2 

9.8 18,635 1,698 12.0 
15.8 97,417 3,942 21.1 
15.7' 35,174 1,878 19.0 
13.6 34,863 2,521 14.6 
17.0 35,352 1,424 16.0 
13.5 79,596 4,661 16.3 
18.1 111,965 6,949 19.8 
18.4 60,514 2,783 15.9 
10.1 37,050 3,010 11.4 
14.9 64,515 4,826 15.1 
18.2 34,632 1,567 19.8 

15.2 609,713 35,259 16.P 

16.0 3,673,826 208,042 . 18.2 

13,228 
39,995 
51,763 
29,999 
7,657 

23,874 
2,778 

.23,395 
84,599 

144,848 

422,136 

24,689 
31,282 
63,306 

183,199 
120,748 
140,887 
234,994 
82,493 
55,227 

936,825 

14,179 
7,483 

11,088 
9,276 

99,388 
77,898 
27,333 
14,113 
9,333 

129,780 
3,292 

403,163 

20,316 
83,234 
35,589 
36,743 
22,716 
76,112 

137,824 
44,161 
34,463 
73,087 
30,986 

595,231 

3,792,626 
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TABLE 46. IOWA SPRING WHEAT 

1932 1933 --_._----- ----------
Districts and Bushels Bushels 

counti .. per Total per Total 
Acres acre bushels Acres acre ~ I-

Jrtb .... t 
1~380 Bu ..... v .. ta_ ........... 113 12.,2 81 14.8 1,196 

Cherokee ..... _ ........ 94 16.l 1,530 157 12.9 2,028 

~~;,:::::::::::::: 104 16.3 1,696 ll8 10.7 l,396 
300 15.1 4,539 195 12.0 2,331 

ElDIJIett ............... 47 18.3 860 96 9.l 892 

~~:::::::::::::::: 276 19.8 5,458 303 12.9 3,907 
101 16.5 1,6M 193 16.5 3,192 

Doceola ................ U6 16.7 2,268 480 10.1 4,831 
PaIoNto .••••••••••••. 26 20.2 524 76 10.5 800 
Plymouth •.•••.•••••.•• 1,397 11.7 16,292 1,535 12.7 19,527 
Pocahontas ............. 132 15.1 1,989 150 12.9 1,928 
Sioux •••••••••••••••••• 257 18.0 4,633 526 12.5 6,598 

For district ........... 2,983 14.4 42,833 4,110 12.3 50,626 

Jrtb Central 
Butler •••..•••.•••.•••. ISO 13.3 1,999 212 14.2 3,003 
Cerro Gordo ............ 128 15.9 ~·:U~ 172 11.2 1,932 
Floyd ................. 92 12.6 M 12.5 1,049 
Franklin •••••••••••••.. 158 15.2 2,405 245 16.0 3,931 
Efanc:ock .•.•••••••••••• 159 16.0 2,538 118 12.1 1,429 
!lumboldt ••••••.••..••. 114 15.7 1,789 155 15.3 2,374 
Kossuth ............... 115 12.5 1,432 189 12.6 2,375 
Mitchell ............... 321 14.8 4,747 691 U.S 9,327 

~~~::::::::::::: 73 U.8 1,007 229 15.3 3,497 
245 14.4 3,538 298 14.3 4,261 

Wright ...•••••••••.••• 3,112 U.3 4,145 256 17.9. 4,580 - ---
For district ........... 1,867 14.4 26,801 2,649 14.3 37,758 

rtheut 
iUlamakee ............. 458 19.6 8,964 609 13.0 7,932 
8IackHawk ............ 138 12.1 1,671 308 14.8 4,548 
Bremer ................ 120 13.8 1,652 153 12.8 1,959 
Buchanau .............. \29 16.1 2,071 \26 12.6 1,585 
Chickasa ............... 158 \2.8 2,029 162 11.5 1,865 
Clayton ................ 669 18.7 12,494 867 15.4 13,311 
Dela .. are .............. 272 17.0 4,635 303 15.6 4,719 
Dubuque .............. 520 17.6 9,159 738 15.8 11,683 
Fayette ................ 258 15.3 3,953 312 12.4 3,875 
!loward ........ " ...... 253 12.4 3,M4 284 10.5 2,982 
Winneohiek ............ 656 14.0 9,174 625 10.5 6,540 ---

For district ........... 3,631 16.2 58,936 4,487 13.6 60,999 

.. t Central 
I\udubon ............... 120 15.9 1,905 169 5.8 979 
Calhoun ............... 37 18.9 698 80 12.0 959 
Carroll ................ 573 15.0 8,589 591 11.2 6,613 
Crawford .............. 1,_ 11.5 19,548 1,722 5.3 9,179 
[I_no ................ 99 14.8 1,467 137 16.6 2,272 
[lutbrie ................ 107 13.2 1,414 288 9.7 2,783 
Flarriaon ............... 7,689 8.8 67,879 5,132 11.8 60,358 
[da .................... 42 12.7 533 55 8.7 480 
Monona ............... 5,701 7.8' 44,562 4,836 14.5 70,235 
Sac .••••••••••••••••••• 82 10.9 890 67 16.3 1,090 
;~ ................. 528 12.6· 6,632 420 7.6 3,191 
W bury ............. 485 10.0 4,860 565 15.6 8,832 

w' 

For district ........... 17,162 1~1t58,977 14,062 -l.:'9Ti66.97i 
0 0 to 
0 0 .. 
,0 .0 .. , , 
0 0 o· 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 



Central 
Boone •• o •• o ••• 0 •• 0 •• 0. 244 16 .• 4.094 355 19.9 7.052 .. ·"'~i Dallal .••••.••.•••••••• IJO 17.7 2.297 33 17 .• 589 :'111. ~ Grundy ................ 114 19.0 2.152 114 1S.4 1.752 

=!~""!' Hamilton •••••••••••••• 286 12.2 3.475 375 IS.O 5.608 
Hardin ................ 100 15.4 1.539 97 20.2 1.959 ~ !: .... - .... b-per .. o •••••••••••••• 496 12.6 6.273 423 11.0 4.673 :S.ii 1:1 CI~ 

arahall ............... 281 13.9 3.908 401 17.7 7.114 i! :l •. ~; Polk ••.•••••••••••••••• 900 13.9 12 .497 768 14.9 11.415 CI -ct ~ 
Poweohiek ............. 379 II .• 4.464 382 14.9 5.685 ~a~!a-i Story .................. 212 15.5 3.285 182 18.8 3.425 ,,~.. 0 
Tarna ................. 365 1S.2 5.557 440 13.6 5.974 " Iti& .. " W.hater ............... 248 16.0 3.973 300 16.8 5.034 (.: i.~!'; 

For district ........... 3,755 14.3 53,514 3,870 1S.6 60.280 . It.. i! 
'''-8S !: . tt-' , 

£ • i 0 Eut Centr.1 ~lI:~ct # 
Benton ................ 320 17.1 5.460 ~1ig.~ .. i 

. • i ~ 
286 19.4 5.552 

f ~ Cedar ................. 97 16.1 1,563 128 16.8 2,154 !ttP"l , fP"'-" E 
~ ; i Clinton ................ 319 1S.8 5.056 285 12.7 3.612 .. ~ ." • ...r--: i . . ! Iowa ••••••.•••••••.••• 293 14.1 4,141 254 14.3 3.639 e'; ~a" e i • ~ ~ tackson •••••••••••.•••• 590 12.6 7,408 608 11.8 7.184 ! E s In ohnson •••• o •••••••••• 183 19.8 3.620 IJ5 20.0 2.703 .. :I. • ;; 

" • C?nes •••••••••• o. o •• '0. 336 13.6 4,557 324 15.4 4.992 )I:: ='" · c • ;- " 8a2.U ! z 
IDn ................... 350 16.3 5.688 532 15.6 8,301 ;; ( · ::c Muocatine ............. 250 17.5 4.369 97 16.9 1.641 o .... ! • ---- i td 

Scott .................. 443 16.3 7,242 255 17.1 4.370 = irs';' f ~ 0 ; • z > --------- ------~ ~ ~ = , 
For district ........... 3,181 1S.4 49.104 2,904 15.2 44.148 

~ " t i U) 
G) en 

:;:~;t : ~ "-I • : • ~ Southwest 
1;:1 .. ;, g,;I ~ 

~ 
e f ~ :E Adair .................. 105 10.7 1.120 33 10.6 349 c ~ .. 

~ • ~ . '- . ~ td Adam .................. 4 12.5 50 17 10.6 180 iiilU'8';' • ! ~ I • t ::r: ea. .................... 144 10.3 1.487 III 1S.4 1.737 -':'0 ~~ 2 ® • 
i~ & 0 Fremont ••.••..•..••••. 13 17.5 228 i M .... 'i· "'9:6" .... 683' tI ........ jtl I S 

• 0 Milia .................. 110 15.0 1,654 .. tI ';.. j:I,o'd 
£ ; :; • ~ Montgomery ...... ; .... 66 8.4 554 60 10.1 603 ;:CNe: e;' : : ~ ~ Page .................. 4 10.0 40 15 5.3 80 .. 8· ~ . I ~ i It C • 0; 

Pottawattamie ..••••.•.. 626 9.0 5.622 349 11.9 4.153 .. Ela~"1 ~ ~ E I § t> Taylor ................. 15 6.7 100 86 IJ.4 1.153 0 6 • 8 ~~~'d~a.g, I (l\l . 0 ---~- ---------- ~ I (l\l . n For district ........... 1,035 9.3 9.656 796 12.7 10.137 ;·;·::-.:f~ ~ ~ ~ z ! ':j 

i ; ! ::0 South CeniraI .;g ;'11 g ~- . 0 ~ ® M ~r~~~: :::::::::::: 65 4.9 317 40 5.0 200 .... 0 

i : t> ...... 13 6.3 82 ....... ........ g.!~~.~. ~ 1 Decatur ............... 2 10.0 20 .... 38· ... s:5" .... iio ~~~=-;. i ~ 0 a 
@ 

i\ 
: , G) 0 LueRS ... '" ......•.... 44 13.3 583 • i ~ M ~ Madison ..•...•..••.... 46 15.0 690 6' 9.2 587 :<;la. .. , . 

" • ~ • i • Marion ..••.•.••••..•.• 372 13.5 5.022 409 13.6 5.552 l1.. g~ Sr- :> Monroe .••.•..•••.•.... 48 9.0 431 59 6.8 400 t 
~~~~::::::::::::::: 57 20.7 1,178 it DlCD . ~ z 

.... i3' "i3:IS" .... i" l-q::I!:. 
10 19.9 199 Ul"'l Warren ••••...••••.. '" 59 7.7 456 112 11.0 1.236 

Wayne ................. 1 10.0 10 ....... ........ ....... CD.aa~ I ------ ---------
For district ........... 717· 12.5 8.988 735 11.4 8.362 

Southeut 
Dnvis ......•..•..•.... 34 9.1 310 2 11.0 22 
Del Moines ....••••.•.. 38 11.1 420 8 5.0 40 
Henry .•••...•••••...•. 55 14.1 776 37 18.4 681 
Jelienon ............... 65 13.0 846 31 14.2 440 
Keokuk ................ 273. 10.3 2.807 205 \3.0 . 2,662 
Lee ................... .... S9· "i2:9" .... ,60· .. "i2' "'8:0" .... i's Louisa .. · ............... 
Mahask ................ 212 14.4 3,063 61 15.0 917 
Van Buren .••••.••.•••. 51 8.0 409 ... is4' "ii:9" "i;98i Wapello ............... 31 13.9 430 

.:.·~~e Waohinston ............ III 14.9 1,651 176 17.4 3.062 

For district ........... 929 12.3 11,472 696 14.3 9,980 0 
0 

For state ............. 35,160 11.9 420.281 34,309 13.1 449,261 ~ 

~ CI\) ~ S 
j \II 0 0 0 
~OO 0 0 0 'J 

~ ... 



TABLE '7. IOWA RYE 

1932 1933 
I-------

Districts and Bushels Bushels 
counties per Total per Total 

Acres acre bushels Acree acre bushels ------ ---I------
248 14.8 3,661 128 15.2 1,951 
140 19.7 2,754 53 16.9 895 
950 14.2 13,515 756 14.1 10,658 
938 16.1 15,136 621 16.8 10,454 

1,360 8.7 11,765 813 10.3 8,645 
531 23.7 12 ,574 641 18.0 11,511 
230 16.1 3,706 177 18.8 3,333 
487 23.0 11,189 510 18.7 9,517 

2,883 7.2 20,678 955 7.7 7,352 
2,373 19.5 46,306 2,333 15.3 35,664 

439 12.2 5,334 316 14.6 ',634 
501 17.7 8,849 580 14.2 8,260 
~ --- ---

11,080 14.0 155,467 7,883 14.3 112,874 

758 8.2 6,216 539 8.7 4,674 
522 13.1 6,825 176 12.4 2,176 
605 11.5 6,939 187 14.8 2,766 
371 9.9 3,664 344 14.7 5,058 
229 12.2 2,796 319 14.8 4,714 
212 9.7 2,050 153 13.8 2,112 
433 12.6 5,435 215 1l.2 2,843 
639 12.5 8,Oll 90 16.2 1,454 
82 10.8 889 106 11.6 1,231 

543 12.1 6,549 330 14.0 4,627 
86 12.4 1,069 94 19.9 1,867 
I- ------

4,480 11.3 50,445 2,553 Il.l 33,522 

527 12.6 6:654 212 11.2 2,369 
1,114 8.8 9,792 758 9.8 7,432 

266 1l.7 3,633 262 12.8 3,360 
898 10.1 9,107 586 9.8 5,743 
364 10.0 3,626 176 10.7 1,883 
856 1l.6 11,659 607 11.7 7,087 
979 11.3 11,062 673 9.3 6,260 
136 16.6 2,257 247 11.1 2,750 
662 13.0 8,601 323 12.4 4,012 

1,261 10.4 1l,165 296 8.9 2,624 
322 14.5 4,664 125 9.8 1.227 ------ ---------

7,385 11.4 84,220 4,265 10.5 44,747 

119 10.7 1,273 96 10.8 1,039 
245 11.4 2,782 87 20.7 1,798 
45 13.0 585 86 17.0 1,460 

298 14.4 4,293 211 10.3 2,178 
ISO 16.2 2,429 135 18.4 2,489 
102 12.4 1,267 90 12.0 1,079 
336 15.9 5,357 220 14.5 3,197 
173 Il.O 2,250 104 9.9 1,034 
252 14.1 3,545 373 11.1 4,143 
37 12.8 472 38 18.5 704 

191 16.7 3,193 120 12.7 1,521 
1,083 16.1 17,413 1,698 17.7 30,112 

w, 

S:II -~-. ~ :s ~.~ 
(I.t :::;r .... 
-. IIQ 
.? Z· 
Z~~ 
n'" go::>" 

OJ t:1~ 
~~n 
p a~· 
~1':II 
j;l.l!::i5: 
en _.!!. 
05'< 
a~C. If' >-::ra ;-
t:11' :i. f c Cl . 
DO~g- ~ Z ::0 :0;- ... 

~ m-g. ~ "'"' DO I • -t (") 
~ I"'l c:: S';' 0 t"'4 ",n 

0_ (/) t-i ., '" "'DO -t c:: DOj;I. ::I _. 

~ n ::I ::0 !'IIQ 
tn 1"1 >-

l!::S' CO(/) t"'4 0'" 
tn'" ... !" UJ::o 0 t1j -.... UJ-( 
"'0 (") 
::>":11 1"1 0 "'DO 

~ -, I> Z ",,,, 

~s;. 
(1 0 

~a 
::0 ~ 1"1 

::15' I> "'"' -'0 (") ::I., C) 

J' ~~-\@~~l 
1"1 I1'j 

~;. 
j;l.n 

~ 11\' I >-.c;:: 1'\ ~ ~ \ ,-",,, (") 
::I \ 0 '-, \', '. ::;: 

. \ ~\ 'ii ~ 0 ~ _ _ . ,,\... .; 
t-i n 

j;I. en 
en ... 
DO ... 

3,031 14.8 44,859 3,258 15.6 50,754 
n 
'" -. '" 

30 18.7 560 96 18.5 1,772 
210 13.2 2,768 163 16.7 2,725 
40 12.1 483 76 17.4 1,321 

Cell = tn 

'" j;I. 

86 12.4 1,068 162 25.3 4,098 
189 13.0 2,450 252 16.3 4,120 
208 14.3 2,978 301 10.7 3,232 
606 12.9 7,835 292 16.4 4,796 
308 15.2 4,679 378 14.9 5,618 
90 14.6 1,314 74 9.2 680 

146 15.4 2,247 247 17.1 4,235 
334 12.3 4,105 190 9.3 1,768 
272 16.6 4,522 232 15.9 3,691 

DO 

'" II' 

:r-
'" '" .g.o p :-8' o 0 Q 
n 00 0 0 
:0;- 00 Q Q 

--- ------
2,519 13.9 35,009 2,463 15.5 38,056 



,t; 15t (;eQual 
Benton ...•........ . 495 
Cedar .•.•..•...... ·379 
Clinton ............ 406 

l~~k.;,~··:::::::::: : 154 
842 

ohnson ......... " l74 
'?nes .........•... . 369 
.. mn .............. 803 
Muscatine ........ . 1,086 
Scott .............. 577 ---

For district ••••••• 5,385 

So othw .. t 
I\do.ir .............. 148 
Mam .............. 162 
C .................. 119 
Fremont ....•...... 228 
MillJ .............. 88 
Montsomery ••••••• 88 
Page .............. 606 
Pottawattamie ...•.. 88 
Taylor ............. 328 ---

For district ....... 1,855 

uth Central 

~~r.~~~::::::::: 142 
94 

E=:!~~. '0::::::::: 430 
214 

M&rli.on ........... 113 
Marion ............ 219 
Monroe .....•...... 162 

~~~~~l~:::::::::: : 110 
135 

Warren ...•.•.•••.. 203 
Wayne ............ 130 ---

For district ....... 1,952 

IUtheast 
Davis .... o '0' ••••• 172 

~::~~~:::::::: 334 
26 

{{flenon ........... 166 

r.:.:'~~:::::::::::: 259 
889 

I.ouisa ...••.....•.. 1,013 
Mahaska ........... 194 
Van Buren ......... 95 
Wapello ........... 326 
Waahington ••••••.• 98 

For district •••••.• 3,5n 

For state ........ • 41,259 

Itfo ... g. 
C!"'~ .. :;. 
g-r%S''!'' .. ~"" "'!tS'~!"' 

11.1 
14.2 
12.6 
13.4 
11.8 
12.2 
12.6 
11.6 
10.4 
9.1 

11.5 

11.2 
11.7 
8.9 

14.4 
17.9 
13.8 
12.1 
13.4 
10.0 

12.1 

6.9 
9.5 
5.3 
9.6 

14.5 
15.8 
9.4 
5.9 
8.3 

13.7 
6.4 ---
9.3 

7.9 
10.8 
12.5 
10.8 
10.2 
11.3 
9.1 

15.5 
. 7.2 

9.3 
12.7 

10.5 

12.3 

5,518 446 15.0 6,687 
5,363 307 13.6 4,163 
5,128 399 14.2 5,664 
2,061 204 12.0 2,441 
9,914 760 10.3 7,854 
3,330 365 11.7 4,276 
4,639 240 10.7 2,573 
9,349 644 13.1 8,443 

11,247 839 9.5 8,010 
5,243 452 9.3 4,219 

61,792 4,656 11.7 54,330 

1,662 179 10.1 1,816 
1,890 58 16.5 955 
1,055 233 11.8 2,750 
3,285 426 14.7 6,242 
1,576 210 27.2 5,717 
1,210 141 16.8 2.370 
7,333 550 13.6 7,478 
1,176 455 15.8 7,185 
3,287 311 11.2 3,481 ------

22,474 2,563 14.8 37,994 

986 123 6.9 849 
895 85 7.8 663 

2.271 337 5.8 1,970 
2,065 241 9.0 2,167 
1,641 134 18.3 2,454 
3,467 298 14.4 4,278 
1,518 162 8.4 1,360 

652 243 11.5 2,798 
1,127 99 9.7 962 
2,778 278 15.0 4,164 

837 36 5.6 202 --- ---------
18,237 2,036 10.7 21,867 

1,360 137 8.8 1,206 
3,601 245 13.1 3,206 

323 115 11.1 1,278 
1,786 212 9.3 1,966 
2,641 191 10.0 1,907 

10,052 1,245 10.5 13,066 
9,203 964 10.7 10,272 
3,008 229 13.5 3,088 

680 52 9.7 503 
3,044 292 9.8 2,850 
1,241 89 11.4 1,012 

36,939 3,771 10.7 40,354 

509,442 33,448 13.0 434,498 
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TABLE 48. IOWA. BUOKWlIE.A.T. 

Districts aod 
counties 

Acres 

1932 

BWlhels 
per I ToW 
acre bushels 

1933 

BWlhels 

Acres 
per I Tolal 
&cre bushel. . ---.---,,---.---.---

Northwest 
Bueoa Visla •••••••.••.• '" ••.••••••••...•••••• 
Cherokee ••..••..•..•..................•.•.•.• 

~~~;,::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Emmett. ..•..•.•...... 41 8.0 330 
Lyoo .•......••...............• : .•.•.•...•.•.. 
O'Brien ••.•.•..•.••••...•.••••.•..•••••••••... 
Osceola. .....•... .•.... 4 20.0 80 
Palo Alto .................................... . 
Plymouth ............................... , .•... 
Pocahoolaa............. 24 14.1 338 
Siou ..•.....................•.•....•......•.• 

For district .......... . 69 1 10.8 748 

North Ceolral 
Butler.... ............. 67 17.4 1,163 
Cerro Gordo............ 40 14.3 570 
Floyd. ................ 37 10.1 375 
Fraoklio ..................................... . 
Hancock............... 8 11.9 95 
Humboldt .................................... . 
Kossuth ..................................... . 
Mitchell.... ........... 272 11.3 3.087 
Wiooebago... • . . . . . . . . . 3 4.0 12 
Wortb................. 422 U.6 5,721 
Wright................ 34 9.6 325 

18 8.3 ISO· 

· .. ··n··i:s-l .. ··ii 

· .... 6· "iiT .... ·70 
.. ···Ii· ""7:0" .... ·56 
..... ,. "i,:o" ·· .. ·56 

91 10.3 940 

133 9.7 1,293 

145 11.4 1,649 
79 20.0 1,583 
62 17.6 1,089 
13 15.8 204 
28 12.5 350 ....... ........ 

346 "iis" '4;777 
'''568' "isT 'S:895 

13 19.2 250 

Fordistrict ........... 1 8831 12.9 111,348111,254 I 15.0 118,797 

Northeast 
AIlamakee. . . .......... 32 16.9 540 10 2.4 24 
Black Hawk.... . .. . .. . . 26 9.2 240 98 15.0 1,470 
Bremer................ 10 15.0 ISO 23 6.9 158 
Buchaoao.............. 48 15.2 731 85 11.5 977 
Chickaaaw. ............ 99 18.9 1,867 124 14.8 1,833 
Clayton ...................................... . 
Delaware.. .••••• ...... 5 25.0 125 ·· .. 60· '''SX' .... 503 
Dubuque .................................... .. 
Fayette ............... 111 17.2 1.908 
Howard........... ..... 747 12.3 9,151 
Wiooeohiek ..... :...... 36 21.5 774 

... iss' .. ii:s" . Tois 
892 12.4 11,085 
23 12.4 286 

For district ........... 1,114 I U.9 115,486111,473 I 12.5 118,354 

West Ceotral 
Auduboo .................................... .. 
Calhoun............... 16 14.4 230 
Carroll. . .............. 10 21.7 217 
Crawford...... ........ 2 U.S 27 
Greene ...................................... . 
Guthrie ...................................... . 
Harrison.. . • .. • .. .. . .. . 6 7.5 45 
Ida .......................................... . 
MonoDa. ........ ...... 91 .16.5 1,504 
Sac............... ..... 8' 25.0 200 
Shelby ....................................... . 
Woodbury............. 16 6.2 100 

For district ........... 1 149 1 15.6 2,323 

Ceotral 

25.0 1 SO 

· .. ·59· "'8T ·· .. si6 
9 7.8 ro 

·· .. io· '''5:0'' .... ·50 
~ n.2 ill 

.. ··99· '''8:2'' ·· .. sio 

204 1 10.1 2,051 

Boone .•.••.••.•.••.•••.•••• # •••••••••••••••••• _0 ••••••••••••••••••• DaIIaa................. ....... ........ ........ 2 10.0 20 

~~i1~.;:::::::::::::: .... ". "iiY .... 9S0· }~ Itg4~~ 
Hardin .............................. : ........ . 8 5.0 40 

~b&il .. :::::::::::::: ::::::: :::::::: :::::::: .... SO' "io:6" .... 530 
Polk......... .......... ....... ........ ........ 16 8.8 140 
Powesbiek ............. :...... ........ ........ 3 6.7 20 
Story....... ............ 5 15.0 75 2 18.0 36 
Tama ............................................................ .. 
Webster...... ......... 10 5.0 50 .................... .. 

For district ........... ---s9"118.7I"'"l,105 -rn1i":Ci""". 1,293 

='''' O::r" 
:l n 'I'!j 

ifc::!ii' 
... :s fI) _. (XI 

"'-0 
~ a. . 
=' 
'0 U1~ 
~ ~~ 
rt:J!"'" o 0 ..., ......... 
... '" 
if~ if 
c:&0" 
a·~ ~ 
""PI'" PoPo::E 
!!I S· if 
... ... ......... 
~ 0"' .... . ,,=, 

ri::EZ 
fA ~.~ 

;; ::r::E 
n ... 
::-.:s ><: 
~ ... ~ 
'<!i " . " ...... 
::r"3q =' 
... " Po 
Po o '"tt 
0"''' < -=' 
" .j:o.:s ., .... ., 

" '< ::r8-
!!..o: ..... ~ e . 
;'Q. :. 
" _:s 

'" ... 00_ 
0" -0 ;gt! 
_0. 

...... 
nn ., ., 
"" "' ... '3'1 

" S-
O" 

= n 

~ 
::r" 

" ... 
~ 

.... 
~ ... 
[ -.j:o. 

§ 
.. 

~~ o 0 

• .;; 
o 
o 

Ji 
/ ........ -.J 

. // If I /. ti+ 

~
/ I • 

/' , 
,....- ' 1 . .;.-- I , 

/ ....... -_ I ~._.' 
"'-''"'-.., / ' /:' "-'-.' 1 -t .. . . 'if / .... 1"----" 

I I "r f/ : .' . ( i: C 
L-'-'-'-_! j-J._._.Ji.. I Z 
i -'ij'- .. "--::1 Ii :-f 

1> 
n 
«J 
rn 
CJ\ 

, ," . I· " I 1"'1 ! If ! : 0 
! I I I .! 
/ ' , , . 
-. , .... _._.! I 
-'-"-~rn-"- '-7-: Ii -'-1-'-'] 

'1, I' ! '/ r; -J , ' I.;:'.!, I •. I ., 
I " ., 

I , 
--i1"'-'-' 

, 1\ • 

(J) 

~ 
~ 
1"1 
(J) 

(OCXI 
wC 
wO 
~ 
~ 
I 
1"1 

~ 
1> o 
::0 
1"'1 

~ 
1"1 

~ 

)

Cl 
~ 
1-1 

(") 

C 
t"' .., 
C 
~ 
)-

t"' 

t%2 
(") 

o 
z 
o 
~ 
1-1 

(") 

~ 
)
(") .., 
Ul 



• 

BASEBOOK OF IOWA 

IOWA BUCKWHEAT ACREAGE 
1933 
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Fig. 81. Buckwheat is 8 minor rrop in 
Iowa. The total acreage in 1938 waa leoo than 
5.000 Bcree, with many of the countie •. report
ing DO acreage of this crop, 
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Three groups of counties, the north central, 
the northeast and southeast. are the heaviest. 
producers of the grain. Howard aDd Worth 
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counties are first ranking producer8 of buck· 
wheat. 

Data in table 48. 

BUCKWHE:AT 

PRODUC nON OF 
REPORTING COUNTRIES 

35,060 au. 

Fig. 82. Buckwheat i8 a minor world croP • 
Since a number of the countrieB failed w "'" 
port the amount raised, it was impossible to 
obtain a world total. Of the countries l'ePon. 
ing, the United Statea produced 26.1 percent,. 
or • total of 86,060 bUBhela. . 



TABLE 49. IOWA POPOORN. 

~ ~ 'J 
1932 1933 00 

District. and I counties Total Total 
Acre. pounds Acres pound. 

Northw .. t ~:I g-E.~. 
Buena Vista •••••••.•••• 159 218,500 34 62,490 iii 1("'-" "!I !'d 0 t:J Eto .... 
Cherokee ................ 26 46,800 6 9,660 s;/ai:"!' 
Clay ..••••.•.•...•..•.. 424 740,700 347 624,200 o ef> .... ~ CD 
Dickinson .. 0 •• 0 •••••••• 2 560 30 73,000 ~ c:t s..~ III co 
Emmet ................ 2 3,400 Ogt ;~"d' 
Lyon .................. iji 2oi;620 11 15,888 ="&1iI .. C-.~CI aotod O'Brien ..•.••..•.....•• 7 10,000 8 15,415 

'" t::'d I!i ~ .. o Osceola ................ 3 5,400 3 6,300 :.~~;. &8 Palo Alto ...•••...•.••• 8 25,500 10 6,400 
Plymouth ...••..•...••• 336 438,060 66 114,800 11" .. 8:;= '" S 0 t£ ~~~ 1° W' ~~ 0 Pocahontas .•.•....•.••• 1 1,200 5 4,100 "'~h~h , --· ~t--' 

-~ 
Siouz ••••...••••....••• 13 19,750 5 6,650 [0 ;.~ g.ili ~"~.~ :E > g 1';1 ~. Et. 

I ' , t> For district ........... 1,110 1,708,090 527 942,303 

~ 
c:;) Il".~_ • .:r .... S" 0 ~ g .. i, !"i r--- ::d North Central r , ~ Butler ...•.•••...•..••• 34 39,050 7 12,360 ;.1iI 00 i 

0 

"0 · , I-f 
Cerro Gordo ..••.. _ ..... 4 12,600 OI SO "E!.!; E "5 "6;850 g ~"1 'C-~o 0 • · 0 () Floyd .••••.......• · ...•• 12 20,900 

l Franklin •••••.•.•.•...• 1 2,450 
i6 g~g' gOlf ~I-----' , ""0 ~ jO;400 . Hancock .••...•....•..• 4 3,600 .. iii ... 

~ 
c 

0 

~~CI. =~ e. ~ 
, 

() Humboldt ••••..•..•...• 2 2,850 5 8,76(). I 0 c t"'4 Kossuth ..•............ 1 1,500 
i2 i6;500 [~g "-& · ~ , 0 .., Mitchell ............... 31 43,000 0 

CI~ .9C1 0 
Winnebago ...••••...... 3 4,400 7 17,210 ~ " lot-----' I (0:0 ~ Worth ................. 2 1,800 · ~Z '9 '7;800 ~ · J Wright .••••••..•.....•• .. . ..... ~gg5Et.~ c ~ ::d 

t:I ~ = g ... • ~~ 
; • 

For district ••.•....••. 90 111,500 65 120,530 · . > OI ~.o Et.i&IJ i t> t"'4 Nortbeast ~J: ... i OIi ~ ~ .~. () Allamakee •••..••••....• 1 1,200 4 6,000 ii- &",4~. : .1 Black Hawk ••.•....•... 52 60,600 27 40,800 ~ .. C!",,, { 
~ :0 Bremer •.•••. o.o ••• o ••• 5 6,000 16 24,000 ~:t."~C!0I ~ 

Buchanan .•.••.••••.... 5 3,680 3 6,250 ~gS'" ... ~ OI (TJ 
Chickasaw ••..•.•••.... 18 19,215 8 5,600 .".n ~ 0 ~ • t> 

() 
Clayton .•.•.••.•.•.••.. 2 2,661 3 1,870 C 1 1 0 Delaware .•••.....•••... 4 4,950 4 5,000 !"""~"~I I · ~ Cl Dubuque •.•.•.••.•••... 'i, i5;2oo 

12 7,000 f:'~· ~ ~ 
~ II It (TJ Z Fayette ...••.....•.•... 10 9,400 ct;'~~{/J;' Howard ................ 13 18,100 7 8,700 ! 0 

Winneshiek ••..••••.•••• .. , ...... 2 2,350 ~f'diii'~a D 

I ~ l 0 • , 
For district •....•.•... 114 131,606 96 116,970 ...... ~:II!;l ;; 

~ 
. 0 

rnn~'" 
.. 

~ ~ 1-1 
Q " West Central S':l" .... • () 

Audubon .•..••...•.•... 43 59,200 4 4,000 P !a-a e-S· ! Calhoun •...•••.•...... 332 611,600 306 796,800 
. - ~ "''''3 0 e: Carrol!.. ••..•••••...... 538 922,500 302 595,100 or 0 • 
. '"xl 

Crawford ..••.••••.•.••. 1,086 1,870,500 376 426,300 ~'d~ e.: l C > Greene .•••••.•.••.•..•. 2 2,100 10 15,560 ~ 0 

Guthrie ..•.•.••••.....• 9 14,105 11 19,675 a~ ~Jl' I 
() Harrison .•..•••.•.•..•. 235 354,600 98 54,475 

Ida .•.....•............ 2,609 4,033,000 903 1,369,240 ~I ~ It \\I 
.., 

Monona .•••.•••••.. , ... 10 14,000 · Ul Sac ..••••..••••........ 1,405 12,429,900 3;037 5;495;490 ~ 
Shelby .•.•.•.•••••..... 60 94,600 30 50,300 
Woodbury ••.••••••••... 399 754,300 316 285,860 

For district ••.••.•.... 12,728 21,160,405 5,393 9,112,800 

Central 

.e • Boone ••.•....•......•. 8 20,620 6 8,000 
DaI1as ..••.••.......••. 79 148,290 6 8,600 
Grundy ..•...•.......•. 2 7,000 1 1,500 

~ 1> Hamilton ..........•.•• 1 600 7 16,770 
Hardin •••..•.••.•. ; ..... 148 239,663 139 270,245 ~CI e Ii 2 ~per ...••..•.••••..•. 4 6,900 4 6,000 

arshall ............... 17 21,000 to 15,080 
Q. 0 o~ 1"11 Polk ................... 19 21,220 105 160,400 ~ ~ Pow .. biek .............. 48 85,750 19 36,600 

Story .•••••.••••.•.•••• 106 8,858 58 89,500 ij) Tama .................. 2 3,300 11 17,500 
W.bster ............... 7 6,350 2 2,100 

For district ........... 441 742,693 368 632,295 



Q. 

5.'~ .. -. 
East Central c:~ 

Benton •••••••••••••••• 35 69,000 
4i '65;475 a~ 

Ced .................... 66 179,370 g.. 
Clinton ................ 4 7,000 1 1,000 

... I-i Iowa ..•.•.•••••..••••• 2 2,840 3 2,050 rckaon •••••••••••••••• 2 1,700 1 1,200 ' :t':t' 
ohnlOb ................ 23 26,500 15 17 ,000 .. 0 

0': «?DtI •••••••••••••••••• 54 58,300 45 126,200 ' .:Dq 
lDD. •••••••••••••••••• • 44 57,460 21 29,260 Dq::>' 

MUJC&tin ............... 20 24,800 3 4,000 6~ Scott ..... , ............ 10 13,200 11 15,700 
a8 

For district ........... 260 440,170 141 261,885 ... 
I I ~ ~I - /,' - l{ C ... :t' Southw .. t :t'1» : " ~ ( I: Z' Adair .................. 22 23,560 4 6,660 .. '< C·_·-·_. ,! I -'-.:.i, 1-Adama ................. 2 2,400 2 2,100 -. '" 1 -'W'-'-'-,J II • : -i Cau ••••.•• ~ ••••••••••• 18 23,600 2 3,000 

c::~ Fremont ............... 17, 32,790 
'6 ii;5M _MUla .................. 16 28,727 

tl _. 

. ® li. li .! !.:; _.Q. 
Montgomery ........... 26 20,800 5 7,000 ..... .. -Pag .................... 3 3,998 7 10,800 Q.'< I I I I I Pottawattami ........... III 224,060 40 64,700 

, ' , ' :.1/) Taylor ................. 51 50,895 3 5,950 
I:tI I»t/) -.-----:; ,. ;-·-j ..... _.L-;._._J ~ For district ........... 266 410,830 6? 111,794 :gE > 

South Central 6~ ilf/-.- '-7-' ,I II Ii ,M en 
~~::::::::::::: 4 4,650 2. 2,310 l!.-

. . II • I .'! .,: ~I/) trJ 13 7,450 1 1,200 8 ... 
Decatur ................ 7 4,200 'I 1,600 I»:t' 

_' ! , -I ,"'~ I:tI ..... Lucas ..•....••....••••. 2 3,480' '2 i;ooo .. 
I ~ i i-j;! 0 Madison ............... 3 , 4,995 -<g Marion ..•••••••••.•••. 2 1,500 . i i;5oo .. ' i .' CO 0 Monroe •••••••••••••••• 

:t';' lUnggold ............... is 27;iio 3 2,170 E. I . __ ._~ W~ 
~ Union ...•.........•... 22 30,300 3 1,760, ...... L._. I t, ! (..J 1"'1 Warren ................ 36 54,793 ..... .. 

Wayn .................. 2 1,700 ..... s.& 0 :r: For district ........... 116 140,188 13 13,540 , E. 

~ 
I:j ... 

Southeast :t'", 
Davis .........•••..•••. 35 65,950 1 560 ' "iii' .... n .. Moin .............. 11 10,400 1 1,550 ... 

t> 0 1»" Henry ................. 2 3,200 10 3,000 n'" n l.efferson ......••.•..•.. 7 5,300 1 2,100 
;:::>' :;1 eokuk. ............... 7 9,500 5 ' 7,200 1»1» ::0 Lee .................... 20 10,425 15 8,790 1JIl< 

M > Louisa ••••••••••••••••• 8 9,700 1 ' 1,200 .... 
Mahaska ............... 2 3,000 'i . 'i;047 t> VanBuren ............. 12 8,450 

tl:t' C) Wapello ................ 35 34,900 13 16,540 ':1» Waahington ............ 2 3,050 9 21,252 8 .. rn 
For district ••••••••••• 1,63,875 58 64,239 

",,;g 
141 .. '" .. ;-

For.tat .............. 15,266 25,009,375 6,730 11,376,356 OQ. ..... 
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TABLE 50. IOWA TAloIE BAY. 

.1932 1933 ~ ---
Districts and TOM TOIlS 

counties per Total per Total 
Acres acre tons Acr .. acre toM --f---

Northwest 
Buena V .. ta ••••••••. 111,176 2.59 49,673 18,290 1.92 35,0511 
Chrrokee ........... 111,076 2.03 30,792 20,873 1. " 23,838 
Clay ••••••••••••••• 15,186 2.14 32,448 16,976 1.43 24,215 
Dickinson ........... 11,459 2.16 20,418 IO,IJ7 1.47 14,887 
EUUDet ............ 10,263 2.03 20,812 10,574 1.73 18,298 

~rB~::::::::::·::: 15,198 2.12 32,157 16,487 1.82 211,978 
17 ,593 2.39 42,134 19,112 1.69 32,360 

Osceola ••••••••••••. 11,916 2.11 20,901 11,074 2.22 24,637 
Palo Alto ........... 12,921 2.31 29,853 12,062 1.64 19,757 
Plymouth ........... 28,483 1.81 51,571 31,777 1.27 40,492 
Pocahontaa .......... 14,635 2.42 35,472 1J,745 1.80 24,680 
Sian .•.......•..... 24,158 2.35 56,883 25,951 ~ 47,899 )-

:r' 

- . ~~ 
.;'I!'I 

'.!Ie: o· 
For district ........ 196,064 2.20 431,114 207,058 1.62 336,100 

North Central 
Butler .............. 27,334 1.68 45,961 30,487 1.31 39,905 
Cerro Gordo ••••••.•. 24,257 1.44 35,034 25,640 1.14 29,171 
Floyd .............. 24,936 1.53 38,145 26,951 1.111 31,944 
Franklin ............ 22,617 1.68 37,918 24,836 1.69 41,864 
Hancock ..•••••.••.• 19,974 1.65 32,877 20,664 1.27 26,344 
Humboldt ........... 1J,540 2.45 33,239 12,805 1.94 24,815 
K .... uth ............ 28,098 2.07 58,297 25,655 1.24 31,710 
Mitchell ............ 26,227 1.46 38,388 29,458 1.09 32,120 
Winnehaso .......... 16,358 2.20 35,914 17,060 1.90 32,437 
Worth .............. 18,966 1.71 32,368 21,540 1.44 30,991 
Wrisht •.........••. 14,606 1.93 28,161 14,954 1.65 24,679 

For district ........ 236,913 1.76 "6,302 250,050 1.38 345,980 
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Northeast 
Allamakee .......... 44,703 '1.30 58,095 52,501 1.19 62,357 
BIaclt Hawk ......... 33,400 1.66 55,531 37,916 1.60 60,835 
Bremer ... o •• o ••• o • • 24,403 1.79 43,659 27,163 1.52 41,301 
Buchanan ........... 34,288 1.63 55,750 37,630 1.17 43,941 
Chickasaw .......... JZ,OIJ 1.28 40,924 33,086 0.92 30,284 
Clayton ............. 52,143 1.21 62,992 61,649 1.05 64,977 
Delaware •••••.•.•.• 38,899 1.18 45,709 44,757 1.29 57,914 
Dubuque ••••.•...•. 50,531 1.18 59,392 55,460 1.33 74,015 
Fayette ............. 53,678 1.59 85,570 59,284 1.35 80,077 
Howard ............. 32,544 1.36 44,099 37,921 0.92 34,927 
Winneohiek ......... 49,446 1.57 77,623 56,977 1.1' 65,208 ---

For·district ........ 446,048 1.41 629,344 504,343 1.22 615,836 

W .. t Ceat;al 
Audubon ••.••.••••.• 24,559 1.94 47,554 28,299 1.38 39,105 
Calhoun ............ 10,864 2.21 24,034 11,372 1.55 17,616 
Carroll ............. 25,058 1.82 45,659 26,027 1.43 37,329 
Crawford ........... 32,558 2.13 69,214 34,046 1.32 44,843 
Greene ............. 11,886 2.12 25,176 13,398 1.74 23,307 
Guthrie ............. 26,172 1.44 37,749 33,328 0.99 32,936 
Harrison ............ 20,347 2.39 48,657 19,603 1.77 34,760 
Ida ................. 18,765 2.04 38,225 18,709 0.99 18,603 
Monona ............ 17,179 2.26 38,798 22,592 1.45 32,754 
Sac ................. 22,970 1.90 43,619 24,149 1.28 30,885 

~":r.,;;,:y::::::::: : 23,125 2.36 54,480 26,172 1.62 42,381 
32,115 2.39 76,596 34,240 1.57 53,814 
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" For district ........ 265,598 2.07 549,761 291,935 1.40 408,333 -;. 
I 

Central 
Boone .•••..••••.•.. 14,540 1.81 26,345 15,930 1.81 28,861 
Dallaa .............. 15,018 1.83 27,499 18,781 1.44 27,080 
Grundy ............. 25,564 1.59 40,671 28,432 1.46 41,393 
Hamilton ........... 1J,41J 1.92 25,734 14,395 1.82 26,140 
Hardin ............. 20,028 1.81 36,289 23,761 1.83 43,500 taper .............. 37,663 1.63 61,354 47,410 1.31 62,316 

arahall .. : ......... 29,575 1.47 43,583 38,292 1.43 54,551 
Polk ................ 20,918 1.85 38,764 24,140 1.51 36,542 
Pow .. hiek .. , •••.•.. 35,481 1.42 50,555 44,207 1.32 58,553 
Story ............... 14,572 2.01 29,362 15,914 1.81 28,863 
Tama .............. 43,810 1.45 63,473 50,307 1.49 74,752 
W.bater ............ 15,903 2.05 32,594 15,652 1.94 30,319 

. For district ........ ~1'""i:661 476,22313n.iii1.52T5i2,870 

-~ til 
b ~ 8 



&alt Qntral 
BentoD ••••••••••••• 
Cedar •••.•••••••••• 
Clinton ............ . 

{I~~i ... :::::::::::: ohDlon •.•••••••••• 
C?nea ••••• ; •• 0 •••••• 

100 ••••••••••••••• 
MllIC&tin •..•.••••.. 
Scott .............. . 

43,764 1.38 
61,310 1.36 
48,071 1.52 
37,594 1.31 
50,719 1.26 
43,653 1.37 
43,092 1.34 
45,221 1.32 
26,157 1.57 
30,976 1.89 

60,612 
56,372 
73,132 
49,122 
63,712 
60,014 
57,754 
59,638 
40,997 
58,685 

48,884 1.64 
46,054 1.61 
55,297 1.47 
41,203 0.72 
58,317 1.70 
46,877 1.26 
49,073 1.45 
52,070 1.42 
27,932 1.49 
33,878 1.97 

SO,035 
7',35' 
81,549 
31,244 
99,388 
58,851 
71,331 
73,946 
41,751 
66,864 

For distrift .•...... 1 410,5571 1.41 1 580,03811 461,5851 1.47 1 679,313 

Southw .. t 
Adair ••••••••••..•.. 
Adamo ............. . 
C .................. . 
Fremont •••••.•••... 
Mills .••••.••••.•••• 
Montgomery •.•..•.. 

~~.;at~mi".·.::: : : 
Taylor .............. . 

35,363 1.34 
22,303 1.49 
31,701 1.62 
19,200 1.96 
15,411 2.74 
22,139 1.62 
26,579 1.62 
35,959 2.30 
23,327 1.37 

47,401 
33,318 
51,237 
37,652 
42,263 
35,887 
43,127 
82,685 
31,906 

45,253 0.78 
31,813 1.26 
40,060 1.03 
20,279 1.90 
17 ,093 2.18 
28,148 1.45 
34,545 1.64 
41,080 1.66 
41,049 1.11 

35,513 
40,063 
41,367 
38,567 
37,239 
40,861 
511,740 
68,098 
45,764 

For district .•...... 1 231,98211.751 405,47611 299,32011.351 404,212 

South Central 

~r=.~:::::::::: 
Decatur ••.•••••••.. 
Lucas ..•••..••.•••• 
Madison •••.•••••..• 
Marion .•••• 0 ••••••• 

Monroe .•.••••...•••. 
Ringgold •••.......•• 
Union •••••..••••••• 
Warren ••••••••.•••. 
Wayn ••••.•••.• ·.· .• ·• 

For district ••...••. 

Southeast 
Davia .....••.•.•... 
D .. Moin .......... . 
Henry •••••••••••••. 
Jefferson ••.•..... 0·0. 

Keokuk •••••••.•..•. 
Lee ............... · •. 
Louisa .••••••••••..•• 
Mahaska ........... '. 
Van Buren ••.••••.•. 
Wapello .•.••••..••. 
Washington ••..•.... 

42,876 0.99 42,258 51,914 0.81 42,032 
29,355 0.86 25,225 41,503 0.58 24,218 
39,876 0.99 39,348 55,762 0.68 38,144 
34,822 1.08 37,551 44,110 0.63 27,932 
25,780 1.49 38,526 34,399 0.99 34,201 
37,572 1.55 58,345 41,498 1.17 48,522 
31,793 1.10 34,824 37,335 0.75 27,870 
34,037 0.85 29,067 52,920 0.76 40,127 
23,889 1.09 26,005 36,281 0.66 24,109 
34,849 1.38 48,096 41,348 0.88 36,411 
44,455 0.93 41,123 58,731 0.60 35,479 -------------

379,304 1.11 420,368 495,BOI 0.76 379,065 

43,467 1.-00 43,583 50,119 0.85 42,739 
24,987 1.64 41,052 27,466 I.U 39,303 
29,559 1.31 38,810 33,823 1.06 35,705 
31,454 1.17 36,765 38,750 1.09 42,086 
36,015 1.36 49,112 45,334 1.15 52,122 
38,090 1.43 54,634 40,765 1.19 48,664 
20,266 1.50 30,401 22,630 1.26 28,503 
36,579 1.28 46,852 44,850 0.97 43,625 
27,264 1.22 45,516 42,142 1.00 42,147 
31,480 1.22 38,327 34,913 0.76 26,543 
36,623 1.31 47,859 42,800 1.27 54,308 -- --- --------

FOrdistrict ......... / 365,784 1.29 472,911 423,592 1.08 455,745 

For.tate .......... 2,818,726 1.55 4,J81,537 3,270,905 1,26 4,137,454 
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TABLB 61. IOWA ALFALFA. 

1932 1933 

Districts and Tons --I To.,. ---
counties per Total per Total 

Acres acre to.,. Acres acr. toDll -------1---1----- ---1----
North .... t 

Buena V .. ta .......... 11.424 3.25 37.128 10.799 2.54 27.429 
Cherokee............ 9.684 2.U 24.404 9.880 1.44 14.227 

~~~:::::::::::: ~:m U~ ~~:m !:~~ U~ It:~~: 
Emmel.. ........... 6.238 2.55 15.907 6.104 2.17 13.246 
Lyon ................ 12.696 2.33 28.947 13.592 2.00 27.184 
O·Bri.n........ ...... 9.173 3.14 28.803 10.057 2.27 22.829 
O!ceola.............. 6.378 2.58 16.455 7.029 2.79 19.611 
Palo Alto.·........... 8.216 3.00 24.648 7.336 1.92 14.085 
Plymouth ............ 21.653 1.98 42.873 21.184 1.63 34.530 
Pocahontaa........... 9.858 2.85 28.095 9.392 2.25 21.132 
SiouJ: ................ 20.304 2.48 50.354 21,099 2.05 43,253 

For district ......... 129,464 2.59 335,837 130,491 2.03 265,321 

North Central 
Butler............... 2,494 2.81 7,008 2,674 2.33 6.230 
Cerro Gordo.......... 4,298 2.54 10,907 5,674 2.11 11,972 
Floyd... ............ 1,565 3.09 4,836 1,931 2.17 ',190 
Franklin. ............ 4,755 2.80 13,314 6,143 2.65 16,279 
Hancock............. 5,435 2.70 14,675 6,549 2.13 13,949 
Humboldt............ 8,728 3.15 27,493 8,349 2.51 20,956 
Koasuth.· ............ 13,896 2.84 39.465 13,250 1.68 22,260 
MitcheU. ...... ...... 980 2.95 2,891 1,119 2.61 2,921 
WiDDebago........... 7,096 3.14 22,281 9,065 2.46 22,300 
Worth...... ......... 2,161 2.97 6,418 3,442 2.65 9,121 
Wright.............. 6,596 2.70 17 ,809 7,243 2.39 17 ,311 ----

For district......... 58,004 2.88 167,097 65,439 2.25 147,489 

Northeast 
AIlamakee..... ...... 1,708 3.75 5,551 2,688 3.30 8,870 
Black Hawk.......... 3,354 3.25 10,900 4,433 2.56 11,348 
Bremer.............. 2,298 3.11 7,147 2,569 2.79 7,168 
Buchanan .... .. .. • .. .. 655 3.25 2,129 888 2 .48 2.202 
Chidr. .. aw........... 663 2.63 1,744 1.136 2.31 2,624 
Clayton.............. 3,606 2.92 10,530 6,514 2.65 17,262 
Delaware.. .......... 1,612 2.54 4,094 2,765 2.56 7,078 
Dubuque............ 2,114 3.25 6.870 3.430 3.16 10,839 
Fayette.............. 1,493 2.93 4,374' 2,575 2.65 6,824 
Howard.............. 923 3.25 3,000 1,419 2.37 3,363 
WiDneshiek.......... 4,780 3.03 14,483 6,239 2.46 15,348 

For district. ........ 23,206 3.05 70,822 34,656 2.68 ~ 
West Central 

Audubon............. 7,798 2.94 22,926 8,891 2.58 22,939 
Calhoun............. 6.258 2.75 17,210 7.072 1.96 13.861 
CarroU. ....... ...... 7.811 2.78 21,715 9.421 2.08 19.596 
Crawford ............ 13.474· 3.11 41.904 15.211 2.21 33.616 
Greene ..... ·.......... 6.127 2.90 17.768 7,256 2.30 16.689 
Guthrie..... ......... 3.979 2.50 9,948 4,522 2.41 10,898 
Harrlaon ............. 13,501 2.90 39,193 14,301 2.11 30,175 
Ida.................. 7.913 3.00 23,739 8,169 1.68 13,724 
Monona............. 12.449 2.60 32,367 13.397 1.89 25.320 
Sac.................. 7,738 2.68 20,738 8,461 2.12 17,937 
Shelby ............... 13,298 3.U 41,623 14,964 2.26 33,819 
Woodbury ........... 23,890 2.70 64,503 24.495 1.82 44,581 

.. ~ 
For district ......... 124,236 2.85 353,594 136,160 2.08 283,155 

Central 
Boone............... 6,647 2.50 16,618 7,645 2.41 18.424 
DaUU............... 5.791 3.00 17,373 6,833 2.68 18,312 
Grundy...... ........ 1,226 2.67 3,273 1,451 2.52 3.657 
Hamilton............ 6.424 2.57 16,510 7,253 2.38 17,262 
Hardin.. ............ 5.000 2.78 13,900 6.544 3.02 19,763 
J .. per. ........ ...... 5,633 2.60 14.646 6,001 2.54 15,243 
ManhaU........ ..... 4,491 2.67 11,991 5.565 2.65 14,747 
Polk................. 7.134 2.78 19,833 8.814 2.49 21,947 
Poweohiek........... 2.470 2.54 6,274 3,247 2.63 8,540 
Story................ 5.693 2.70 15.371 6.149 2.65 16,295 
T&IIl&... ............ 4.015 3.53 14,173 5,111 2.94 15,026 
Websler.. ........... 8,763 2.80 24.536 10,009 2.42 24,222 

FordlStrict ......... 63,287 2.76 ~ 74.622 2.59 193,438 
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E .. t Central 
Benton ••••••••••••.. 2,916 3.65 10,643 3,589 2.83 10,157 
Cedar ............... 2,300 3.70 8,510 3,018 2.80 8,450 
Clinton .............. 4,987 2.90 14,462 6,931 2.67 18,506 
Iowa ••••••••••.••... 1,172 3.50 4,102 1,751 2.85 4,990 tackson .............. 7,663 2.90 22,223 12,085 3.11 37,584 
ohnaon ••••.••••••.. 1,402 2.58 3,617 1,865 2.59 4,830 
~nes •••••••.•..... 0. 3,469 2.92 10,129 5,849 3.02 17,664 
mn ................. 3,307 3.60 11,905 5,034 2.71 13,642 

Muscatin ............ 3,519 3.06 10,788 4,087 2.20 8,991 
Scott ................ 6,255 3.21' 20,078 7,612 2.96 22,532 

For district ......... 36,900 3.15 116,437 51,821 2.84 147,346 

Dutbw .. t 
Adair ................ 3,532 2.56 9,042 3,925 2.21 8,674 
Adamo ............... 3,466 2.86 9,913 3,758 2.53 9,508 ea.. ................. 4,653 3.00 13,959 5,657 2.56 14,482 
Fremont •••..•••.• 0 •• 8,176 2.69 21,993 9,529 2.58 24,585 
Milia ................ 9,675 3.55 34,346 10,778 2.91 31,364 
Montgomery ...••.... 6,616 2.56 16,937 7,349 2.55 18,740 
Page .••.....•....•.. 7,201 2.8{ 20,451 8,957 2.44 21,855 
Pottawattamie ...•.••. 23,780 2.72 64,682 26,077 2.17 56,587 
Taylor ............... 1,736 3.08 5,347 2,100 2.73 5,733 -------- -----

For district .•....... 68,835 2.86 196,670 78,130 2.45 191,528 

outh Central 

~li:r.~~::::::::: :: 896 2.50 2,240 1,178 2.32 2,733 
772 2.37 1,830 863 2.16 1,864 

Decatur ............. 878 . 2.45 2,151 1,249 2.17 2,710 
Lucas ••••.... 0 ••• 0 •• 1,615 2.23 3,601 1,809 1.87 3,383 
Madison ............. 4,059 2.75 11,162 4,472 1.93 8,631 
Marion ••••.• o ••••••• 4,193 3.18 13,334. 4,587 2.38 10,917 
Monroe •••••..... o • o. 938 2.75 2,580 977 1.98 1,934 
Ringgold ............. 818 2.16 1,767 1,024 2.00 2,048 
Union •••••...••••... 1,070 2.81 3,007 1,430 2.52 ·3,604 
Warren •••••..• o .0 ... .4,251 2.42 10,287. 5,101 1.89 9,641 
Wayn ............... 425 1.92 816 425 1.90 808 ------ --------

For district ..•••.•.. 19,915 2.65 52,775 23,115 2.09 48,273 

outheast 
Davis .•••.•...•••••. 432 2.25 972 So. 1.73 872 
D .. Moines .......... 1,620 3.08 4,990 1,713 2.51 4,300 

~ff~~::::::::::::: 682 2.92 1,991 828 2.67 2,211 
402 3,17 1.274 424 2.90 1,231 

Keokuk .............. 1,418 2.57 3,644 1,448 1.00 1,448 
Lee ................. 1,895 2.55 4,832 2,199 2.48 4,454 
Louisa ............... 1,110 2.65 2,942 1,231 2.32 2,856 
Mah .. ka ............. ·2,515 2.71 6,816 3,014 2.44 7,354 
Van Buren ........... 577 2.87 1,656 692 1.98 1,370 
Wapello ............. 1,424 2.28 3,247 1,605 2.42 3,884 
Washington .••••• , ••. . 1,114 3.17 3,531 1,355 2.57 3,482 
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For district ......... 13,189 2.72 35,895 15,013 2.30 34,461 

For .tate ........... 537,126 2.80 1,503,625 609,447 2.30 1,403,937 
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TABLE 62. IOWA TIMOTHY HAY. TABLE 63. IOWA OLOVER. TABLE U. IOWA'S SWEET OLOVER 
AOREAGE 

1932 1933 1932 1933 1932 1933 
Districtl and Di.tricts and 

counties TODS Total counties ToOl Total 
Acr .. per acre toOl Acr .. Acr .. per acre toOl Acreo Northw .. t 

Buena Vista •••••••••• 3,146 3,943 
Northw .. t Northw .. t Cherokee •••••••••••••• :: : : : 2,108 1,331 

Buena V"lIta ••••••••••.•.•••. 1,346 1.28 1,723 433 Bu.na Vista •.••••••••• , ••••• 2,145 1. 71 3,668 2,727 ga!Jri,;~~:::::::::::::::::: 2,981 2,355 
Ch.rokee .................... 2,261 1.21 2,736 822 Ch.rokee .... , ••••••••••••••• 2,987 1.74 5,197 6,017 ,1,469 1,130 
Clay ........................ 1,392 0.93 1,295 714 h\~ki~~':::::::::::::::: :: 896 1.59 1,425 1,576 Emmet .................... 1,621 1,619 
Dickinson ................... 836 1.11 928 479 154 0.94 145 695 Lr,on .... ~ ............... 1,680 1,194 
Emm.t ..................... 1,207 1.11 1,340 834 Emm.t ..................... 322 0.99 319 383 OBri.n .................... 2,069 2,475 
Lyon ....................... 599 1.11 665 336 Lyon ....................... 135 1.29 174 418 Osceola .................... 1,233 1,631 
O'Brien .......•••••••••••••• 1,794 1.36 2,440 844 O'Brien ............•...••.•• 1,424 1.64 2,335 3,034 Palo Alto .................. 1,131 1,542 
Osceola ..................... 1,180 1.06 1,251 802 Osceola ..................... 355 1.36 483 733 Plymouth .................. 5,040 6,411 
Palo Alto ................... 1,400 0.73 1,022 831 Palo Alto ................... 443 1.24 549 351 Pocahontas ••••••••••••••••. 1,358 885 
Plymouth ................... 1,878 1.05 1.972 981 Plymouth ••••••••••••••••••• 659 1.41 929 999 Sio"" ••••••.•.••••••••••••• 2,613 2,485 
Pocahonw .................. 1,726 1.35 2,330 921 Pocahonw •••••••••••••••••• 471 1. 70 801 384 ------SioUll ....................... 1,071 1.44 1.542 706 Sio"" ••••••••••••••••••••••• 772 2.00 1,544 1,008 For district ............... 26,449 27,001 

For district ................ 16,690 1.15 19,244 8,703 For district ................ 10,763 1.63 17 ,569 18,325 

North Central 
Butler ..................... 43 117 

North Central North Central Cerro Gordo ................ 344 1,172 
Butler ...................... 7,197 1.46 10,508 2,310 Butl.r ...................... 1,032 1.88 1,940 2,761 Floyd ...................... 71 28 
Cerro Gordo ................. 5,309 1.06 5,628 1,417 Cerro Gordo ................. 337 1.56 526 1,894 Franklin ................... 1,345 1,724 
Floyd ....................... 13,348 1.35 18,020 3,058 Floyd ....................... 59 1.60 94 1,430 Hancock ................... 2,156 1,080 
Franklin .................... 6,891 1.26 8,683 2,111 Franklin .................... 1,025 1.60 1,640 2,933 Humholdt •••••••••••••••••• 2,914 2.614 
Hancock .................... 2,215 0.96 2,126 1,047 Hancock .................... 649 1.22 792 1,321 K088uth .................... 4;809 4.563 
Humboldt ................... 713 0.93 663 450 Humboldt ................... 333 1.52 506 242 Mitchen ................... 114 37 
K088uth ..................... 2,610 0.77 2,010 2.262 Kouuth .................... ; 1,028 2.19 2,251 965 ~:~h~~:::::::::::::::: : 2,376 2,726 
Mitchell .................... 14,980 1.36 20,373 4,607 Mitchen .................... 117 1.62 190 2,314 604 399 
Winnebago •••••••••••••••••• 2,328 1.17 2,724 1,101 Winnebago .................. 427 1.63 696 1,055 Wright ••••.••••••.••••••••• 3,873 3.518 
Worth ...................... 5,971 1.52 9,076 2,631 Worth ...................... 317 1.62 514 2,284 ------
Wright •••••••••••••••••••••• 2,451 1.02 2.500 841 Wright ....... , .............. 468 1.42 665 933 For district ••.• , •••••••••• 18,649 17,978 

For district •••••••••••••••• 64,013 1.29 82,311 21,835 For district ................ 5,792 1.69 9,814 18,132 

Northeast 
AUamak .................... 67 62 

North.ast Northeast BlackHawk ................ 92 58 
Allamak ..................... 20.466 1.03 21.080 4,943 AUamak ..................... 1,262 1.54 J,943 5.401 Bremer ..•.••••.•. , .• 0.0.0. 72 12 
Black Hawk ................. 8,787 0.97 8,523 3,739 BlackHawk ................. 2,767 1.78 4,925 3,851 Buchanan ..••••..•••••.•••. 93 177 
Bremer ...•.•• o ••••••• 0 ••• 0. 4.377 1.23 5,384 1,977 Bremer •......•• o ••• o .0 ..... 2,870 1.74 4,994 3,163 Chickasaw ................. 8 5 
Buchanan ................... 11,814 1.44 17,012 6.057 Buchanan ................... 426 2.00 852 1,053 Clayton .................... 170 138 
Chickaeaw .................. 5.035 1.00 5,035 2,350 Chickasaw .................. 743 1.43 1,062 1,581 Delaw.re ................... 100 210 
Clayton ..................... 27,888 1.01 28,167 3,391 Clayton ..................... 1,209 1.45 1,753 9,439 Dubuque ................... 140 151 
D.lawar ..................... 18.978 1.03 19,547 5,699 Delaware .•••••.•..•• o ••••••• 832 1.26 1,048 3,702 Fayette .................... 108 50 
Dubuque .................... 19,779 0.94 18.592 3,998 DubuQU ..................... 1,472 1.06 1,560 9,524 Howard .................... 7 45 
Fayette ........... __ ......... 17,108 1.30 22,240 7.414 Fayette ................ ; ••.• 702 1.47 1,032 5.020 Winn .. hiek ••••••••••••••••• 202 164 
Howard ..................... 11,481 1.09 12,514 9,726 Howard ..................... 91 1.48 135 1,559 ------
Winn .. hiek .................. 10,363 1.12 11,607 3,614 Winn .. hi.k .................. 1,464 1.67 2,445 3,236 For district •••.••••••.•••• 1,059 1,072 

For district ................ 156,076 1.09 169,701 52,908 For district ................ 13,838 1.57 21,749 47 ,529 

W .. t Central 
West Central W •• t C.ntral Audubon ••••...••••.••••••• 2.72J 2.816' 

Audubon .................... 4,928 1.09 5,372 1.343 Audubon .................... 3,111 1.80 5,600 9,728 Calhoun ................... 2,674 2,300 
Calb01m .................... . 1,245 1.21 1,506 800 Calhoun .................... 731 1.64 1,199 720 Carroll ..................... 1,135 92J 
CarroU ...................... 3.573 0.97 3,466 1,232 Carroll ...................... 4,971 1.60 7,954 7,464 Crawford ................... 15,345 9,712 
Crawford .................... 5,970 1.20 7,164 1,766 Crawford .................... 4,637 1.54 7,141 7,857 Greene .••...•...• o.o.o ••• o. 3,331 3.504 
Greene .••••• o '0 ••• 0 ••••••••• 1,725 1.08 1.863 695 Greene •••.••..•..••...••.... 634 1.60 1,014 1,800 Guthrie .................... 450 321 
Guthrie ..................... 3,925 0.95 3,729 2,012 Guthri ...................... 6,449 1.38 8,900 13,228 Harrison .•• o ••• o •••••• o.o •• 13,951 11,084 
Harrison .................... 157 1.53 240 108 Harrison .••....•........•... 162 1. 74 282 136 Ida ........................ 2,302 954 
Ida ......................... 2,595 1.01 2,621 1,100 Ida ......................... 3,010 1.52 4,575 4,079 Monona ................•..• 8,488 3,64() 
Monona ..................... 383 1.48 567 234 Monona ••••••.••.••.•••.•••• 20 2.24 45 96 Sac ........................ 2,694 1,583 
Sac ......................... 3,078 1.22 3,755 1,256 Sac ......................... 6,815 1.66 11,313 6,988 Shelby ..................... 11,904 11,472 
She:::rt ...................... 2,044 1.03 2,105 784 Sh~ ...................... 2,561 1.24 3,176 5,668 Woodbury .................. 15,338 21,779 
Wo bury .................. 639 1.09 697 319 W bury ................... 357 1.64 585 418 ------FOT district ............... 80,335 70,094 

For district ................. 30,262 1.09 33,085 11,649 For district ................ 33,458 1.55 51,784 58,182 



Central 
C'entral Boone ........•.• _ ..•••••••• 1,947 1.04 Central 2,025 1,082 Boone .....•.••....•.•...•.. 991 1.38 1,368 1,711 Boone •.•••...•....••.•.••• ',333 8~y::::::::::::::::::::: 1,'56 0.83 1.208 676 Dallas ...................... 3,011 1,761 4,231 1.27 5,3a 809 Grundy ..................... 

1.08 3,252 6,276 Dallas ..................... 3,65' 1,2SS Hamilton ................... 1,279 1.13 1."5 791 2,'10 1.56 1,760 7,192 Grundy .................... 20 75 

~~:::::::::::::::::::: 
Hamilton ................... 829 1.55 1,285 1,262 Hamilton .................. 1,612 2,788 3,333 1.'1 4,700 1,282 Hardin ...................... 1,145 1.57 1,798 5,682 Hardin ..................... 1,171 1,167 3,839 1.05 4,031 2,217 Las::.ill:::::::::::::::::::: 18,258 1.61 29,396 28,560 

L~::::::::::::::::::: 964 361 7,065 0.97 6,853 2,029 6,503 I." 10,015 21.094 221 379 
Polk ........................ 2,257 0.87 1,9M 1,27.l Polk ........................ 3,688 1.63 6.011 5,748 Polk ....................... 4,U3 4,75J Pow .. hiek ................... 8,'61 1.30 10,999 3.039 Pow .. hiek ................... 9,"9 I.J4 Story ....................... 12,662 18,690 Po .... hi.k .................. 21' 98 1,918 1.42 2,724 930 Story ....................... 910 1.70 1,547 2,192 Story ••.•....••••.•..•.••.. 5,149 6,062 Tama ....................... 19,201 1.09 20,929 6,582 Tama ....................... 4,889 1.50 7,334 13,508 Tama ..................... 115 56 Webster ..................... 1,835 0.90 1,652 819 W.bster ..................... 538 1.40 7SJ 811 W.bstn .................... 1,257 1,662 For district •.•..••••••••••. 56,822 1.12 63,904 21,529 For district ................ ---52,621 1.50 79,181 112,726 For district ............... n,IlJ a.,US 

East CentrtLI 
East Central East Central Benton ..................... 15,587 0.97 14,149 3,J40 Benton ..................... 2,607 1.24 3,233 11,717 Benton .................... 56 79 Cedar ....................... 

Clinton ..................... 
15,019 0.98 14,719 3.189 Cedar ....................... 3,905 1.37 5,350 11,905 Cedar ...................... 122 114 19,939 1.22 24,326 5,619 Clinton ..................... 3,322 1.49 4,950 11,854 Clinton .................... 51 II' rw:.~~:::::::::::::::::::: : 13,917 1.05 14,613 2.540 Iowa ..........•...........• 4,776 1.36 6.495 12,380 Iowa ...................... 21 ~6 20,186 0.82 16,553 7,921 t&eklOn ... " ................ 3,194 1.00 3,19' 9,408 fckaon .................... '68 I.OU ohnson ..................... 8,930 0.94 8,394 4,188 ohnson ..................... 10,186 I." 14,668 16,833 

:::~:'::::: ::::::: ::::::: 42 42 ~nea .••••••••••••••.••.•... 25,196 1.16 29,227. 4.039 
i:~::::::::::::::::::::::: 702 1.30 913 11,162 51 17J nn ••.••.•••••••••.•.•.•... 17,2" 0.97 16,727 4,149 1,663 1.33 2,212 9,518 148 218 MUACatine .................... 5,737 1.09 6.253 13,127 Muscatine ..•......••..•..... 3,459 1.52 5,258 6,987 Muscatine ...........•...... 1,473 129 Scott ....................... 7,224 1.39 10.041 1,9'1 Scott ....................... ',942 1.85 9,141 10,980 Scott ...................... :~ JJ2 

For district ................ 147,979 1.05 155,002 4O.05J For district .... : ........... 38,756 1.43 55,U6 112,7" For district ............... 2,M9 2.280 

Southwest Southwest SOuth .... t Adair ....................... 5,521 0.92 5,079 2,423 Adair ....................... 8,991 1.30 11,688 19.881 Adair ...................... 323 SIS Adams .•...........•....•... 3,451 0.90 3,106 1,170 Adams ...................... 7,293 1.36 9,918 19,378 Adams •• 142 57J Cass ........................ 4,439 0.93 4,128 1,832 Cass .....•.•..........•.•••. 12,506 1.55 19,384 24,892 Cass ..... ::::::::::: ::::::: 1.144 600 Fremont •.•...•........••.•• 1,626 1.13 1.837 899 Fremont ...•.•.•••..••..•••• '.080 1.46 5,957 4,573 Fremont ......•. , .•. , ...••. 5,191 6.486 Mills ....................... 1,076 1.23 1.323 52' Mills ....... 2,395 1.24 2,970 3,306 Milb ...................... 4.676 7,519 ~':~~~'.::: ::::::::: ::: 2,530 1.08 2,732 751 Montgomery.: ~: :::::::::::: 8,248 1.30 10,722 15,251 Montgomery ............... 1.'84 2,446 5,375 1.01 5,429 1,944 Page ..•..•••.....•......•.. 5,609 1.25 7,011 15,907 Page ....................... 440 355 Pottawattami ................ 1,434 1.03 1,477 367 Pottawattami ................ 3,155 1.81 5,742 6,926 Pottawattamie ...........•.. 33,318 29.929 Taylor ...................... 9,089 0.90 8,180 3,023 Taylor ...................... 1,981 1.24 2,456 25,188 Taylor ..................... 48 157 
For district ................ 34,541 0.96 33,291 12,933 Fordistrict •••.......••.••. 54,258 1.40 

------75,848 135,302 For district ............... 46,766 48,580 

South Central South Central South C.ntr.1 
~r~k~~·.::::::::::::::::: 15,606 0.70 10,924 14,285 ~t:k:~~~~·.:::::::::::::::: : 2,157 1.20 2,588 5.016 ~I:k~~~'.'.:: :::::: :::: ::: 6\ 61 4.372 0.73 3,192 3,576 5.943 1.00 5,943 8,532 100 62 Decatur ............. : ....... 14,561 0.75 10,921 8.091 Decatur ..................... 3,972 1.08 4,290 5,527 Decatur ...........•........ 36 31 Lucas .•••••.....•••.•.•••••• 6,215 0.87 5,407 5,726 Lucas .•.••..••••••.....•.••• 6,465 1.10 7,112 10,978 Lucas ...............•...... 84 107 Madison .................... 3,145 1.11 3,491 1,859 Madison .................... 10,349 1.30 13.454 18,209 Msdison ................... 169 100 Marion .•.•...•.•••••••••••. 4,803 0.96 4,611 . 2,842 Marion ...••....•.•......... 16,662 1.50 2',993 20,330 Marion .......•............ 138 179 MDDl'Oe ..................... 10,901 0.84 9,157 9,965 Monroe .••••••••.•.•...••••• 4,300 1." 6.192 7,342 Monroe., .................. 9 2 
t~~~~l~:::::::::::: :::::::: 7,701 0.76 5,853 4,397 Ringgold ••••.....••.•.•••.•• 1.88' 1.09 2.054 12,013 t~~~~l~: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 74 112 

6,585 0.8' 5,531 2,023 Union .••.•....••••••••••••. 2,687 1.17 3,144 10,837 150 189 Warren •••.•.••. , .•••••• ~ .••• 5,249 0.9' 4,93' 3,279 Warren .•••• , .............•. 14,094 1.30 18,322 19,705 Warren .........•.......... 2,996 3,415 
Wayn •••...••....•••.••••••. 14,550 0.71 10,330 13,365 Wayn ....................... 5,108 1.25 6,385 8,373 Wayne ..................... 79 84 ------

74:351 
.........--

For district ............... 3,896 '.342 For district ••.......••••••. 93,688 0.79 69,408 For district ................ 73,621 1.28 94,477 126,862 

Southeast Southeast Southea.qt 
5 25 Davis .••.•....•....••.....•. 14,4M 0.77 11,137 16,306 Davis •.•...•....... , ." ....... 3,406 1.30 4,428 5.439 Davis ..........•..•........ 

Des Moines .....•.......... \9 53 Des Moines ................. 2,M1 1.24 3,275 1.980 Des Moines .......•• , ... , ,., 9,259 1.70 15,740 9,928 
102 77 Henry ...................... 2,909 0.93 2.705 1,973 Henry ...................... 10,485 1.33 13,945 12,907 Henry ...••.•... , .......... 

36 fC!ir.r:~::::::::: ::::::::::: 7,494 0.90 6,745 4,169 ~~~:::::::::::::::::::: 8,939 1.08 9,654 12,491 ~!k~~::::::::::::::::::: ......... 26 9.089 1.12 10,180 3.325 8,478 1.36 11,530 19,314 
49 19 Lee ......................... 7,480 0.93 6,956 7,005 Lee •.••••••••••••..•.....••• 7,118 1.32 9,396 10,091 Lee ........................ 
93 84 I.ouisa .••••.........•....... 3.229 1.13 3,M9 2,286 Louisa ..................... , 5,307 1.50 . 7,960 6.679 :Loujsa •• , ••••••••...••••••• 

160 84 Mahask ..................... 4.830 0.87 4,202 3,180 Mahaska .................... 17,564 1.25 21,955 26,880 Mahaska .•••............... 
3J 110 Van Buren ..••..• o •••••••••• 8.80' 0.90 7,924 8,385 Van Buren ...•• , .•....... , •. 9,990 1.30 12,987 1~,860 Van Buren ................• 
39 115 W.pello ..................... 7.933 0.98 7,774 5,080 W.pello ..................... 6,472 1.30 8,414 11,968 Wapello .................... 
5' 47 Washington ................. 6,263 1.02 6.388 3,060 Washington ................. 13,979 1.35 18,872 20.655 Washington ................ ------

For district ................ 75,136 0.94 70,935 56.749 For district ................ 100,997 1.34 134.881 149,212 For district ............... 558 676 

For state .................. 675,207 1.04 701,824 295.767 For state •.••••.••••••..•.. 384,104 1.41 540,719 779,014 For state ................. 202,494 196,438 



TABLE 65. IOWA MIXED OLOVER AND TIMOTHY. 

1932 1933 

Dislricts and Tons Total 
counties Acres per acre tooa Acres 

Northwest 
Buena Vista .••....•.•.•• 2,774 1.72 4,771 2,548 
Cherokee ................ 2,877 1.67 4.805 2.642 

f>~ti.u.;,;:::::::::::::: : 2.988 1.40 4.183 3.141 
1.896 1.40 2.654 2.308 

Emmet ................ 1.551 0.92 1.427 1.480 
Lyon ................... 826 1.24 1.024 753 
O'Brien ................. 3.804 1.75 6.657 3.602 
O":.ola ................. 1.235 1.38 1.704 1,732 
Palo Alto ............... 1.~61 1.00 1.561 1.494 
Plymouth .............. 1.896 1.24 2.351 2.361 
PocBhonlu .............. 1.490 1.84 2.742 1,842 
Sioux ............. , ..... 1.408 1. 78 2.506 787 

For district ............ 24.306 !.SO 36,385 24.690 

North Central 
Butl.r .................. 12.856 1. 70 21.855 17 .921 
C.rro Gordo ............. 9.968 1.30 12.958 12.607 
F·loyd ................... 6.549 1.46 9,562 16.467 
Franklin ................ 7.736 1.45 11,217 11.659 
Hancock ................ 9.209 1.26 11.603 9.026 
Humboldt.. ............. 2.795 1.16 3.242 2.650 
Kossuth ................. 7.856 1.43 11.234 5.580 
Mitchell ................ 6.651 1.56 10.376 18.049 
Winnebago ........•.•... 4,548 1.64 7,459 4.034 
Worth .................. 8.735 1.59 13.889 11.844 
Wright .................. 3,109 1.45 4.508 4,271 ------

For district ............ 80.012 1.47 117,903 114,108 

North ... t 
Allamak"" ............... 20.652 1.40 28.913 38.495 
Black Hawk ............. 1I,89Z 1.50 17.838 17,651 
Bremer ..•.............. 9.757 1.85 18.050 13,243 
Buchanan •••••.•..•••••. 15,306 1.70 26.020 22,615 
Chicka.sBW •.•.••••.••.•. 21.991 1.32 29,028 24,271 
l'Iayton ................. 16,926 1.20 20.311 40,232 
Delaware ..........•.••.. 11,180 1.10 12,298 27,409 
Dubuqu ................. 24.337 1.18 28,718 36,882 
Fayette ...........•.•... 25,003 1. 70 42,505 36,153 
Howard ................. 13,670 1.34 18,318 t7 .749 
W inneshiek ..........•... 31,710 1.50 47,565 42,017 

For district ............ 202,424 1.43 289,564 316,717 

Welt Central 
Audubon ................ 7,231 1.52 10,991 7,083 
Calhoun ................ 2.019 1.67 3,372 2,156 
Carroll .................. 7.693 1.40 10,770 6.945 
Crawford ................ 6,098 1.52 9.269 4,705 
Greene •................. 1,147 1.30 1.491 1.987 
Guthrie ................. 9,280 1.30 12,064 9.366 
Harri80D ..•............. 258 1.74 449 186 
Ida ..................... ',484 1.36 6,098 4,123 
Monona ••.•.••..•••.•••. 407 1.53 623 816 
Sac ..................... 4,386 1.47 6.447 6,211 
Shel~ .................. 2,599 1.51 3,924 2,259 
Woo bury ............... 1,472 1.57 2,311 809 -For district ............ 47,074 1.44 67,809 46,646 

Central 
Boone •....•.•.......... 1,993 1.32 2.631 2.895 
Dallas .................. 1,495 1.24 1,854 1,720 
Grundy ................. 14,111 1.54 21.731 16,557 
Hamilton ............... 3,203 1.34 4.292 3,673 
Hardin .................. 8.341 1.51 12 .595 8,226 
Luper ...••......•...... 6,430 1.40 9,002 8,273 

arshall ............... 7,288 1.43 10,422 7,255 
Polk .................... 2,752 1.42 3,908 3,113 
Pow.sbiek ................ 13,103 1.37 17,951 18,037 
Story ................... 3,194 1.51 4.823 3,866 
Tama .•••.......•....•.. 11,437 1.29 14.754 23,135 
W~bster ................. 2,644 1.25 3,305 2,613 

For district ............ 75,991 1.41 107,268 99,363 
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East Central 
Benton ................ . 16,153 1.30 20,999 26,241 
Cedar ........... · ......... 17 ,537 1.37 24,026 26,788 
Clinton ................. 17 ,877 1.52 27,173 29,748 
Iowa ......•...•...•.... 15,430 1.33 20,522 25,464 f&CksoD ................. 18,039 1.13 20,384 27,765 

obnloD ........•••..... 21,300 1.45 30,88~ 23,010 
,?nea ..•.•••••••••••.••. 10,314 1.25 12,892 25,961 
mn .......•....•....... 15,072 1.12 16,881 28,071 

MullCtltin ................ 9,283 • 1.36 12,625 10,447 
Scott ................... 9,883 1.56 15.417 12,183 

For district ............ 150,888 1.34 201,804 235,678 

Southw .. t 
Adair ......... .' ......... 13,792 1.24 17,102 \5,389 
Adamo ......... ; ........ 4.749 1.29 6.126 4,643 
C ...................... 8,449 '1.37 11,575 5,723 
Fremont ... II •••••• II ••• 667 1.62 1,081 702 
MiUa ................... 637 1.50 956 748 
Montgomery ............ 1,860 1.25 2,325 2,374 
Page .................... 3,715 1.33 4,941 4,237 
Pottawatteml ............ 2,245 1.40 3,H3 1,310 
T~lor .................. 4,382 1.22 5,346 6,583 

For district •••••••••••• 40,496 1.30 52,595 41,709 

South Central 

~r~~~:::::::::::::: 16,844 1.00 16,844 22,532 
16,268 0.75 12,201 25,554 

Decatur ................. 15,309 1.06 16,228 30,652 
Lucas .... II ••••••••••••• 15,469 1.00 15,469 19,066 
Madison ................ 5,269 1.27 6,692 6,127 

~=! .. :::::::::.::-::::: 8,852 1.27 11.242 10,789 
10,635 1.08 11,486 13,242 

Ringgold ................. 18,767 0.77 14,451 29,468 
Union .................. 9,959 1.00 9,959 18,292 
Warren ............ II •••• 7,612 1.43 10,885 9,386 
Wayn ................... 18,785 0.91 17,094 30,316 

For district .. , .......... 143,769 0.99 142,551 215,424 

Southeast 
Davia ... , ................. 18,149 1.05 19,056 20,040 
D .. Moin ............... 6,591 1.45 9,557 10,007 
Henry .................. 10,704 1.29 13,808 13,928 
Jellerson ................ 11,213 • 1.26 14,128 18,338 
Keokuk ................. 12,598 1.45 18,267 18,920 

~~:::::::::::::::::: 12,600 \..37 17,262 13,497 
6,977 1.45 10,117 9,149 

Mahaska ................ 4,764 1.19 5,667 8,1~2 
Van Buren .........•.... 10,585 1.18 12,490 11,314 
Wapello ............ ; .... 7,782 '1.34 10,428 10,715 
Washington ............. 11,304 1.31 14,808 15,077 
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For district ............ 113,267 1.29 ,145,590 149,167 

:For ltete .............. 878;227 1.32 1,161,469 ' 1,243,502 
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88 AGRICULTURAL ECONOMIC FACTS 

TABLE 56. IOWA SOYBEANS. 

, 1932 , , I 
1933 ----

Districts and Acres Acres Acres Acres 
counties sown har- sown har-

with Acres vested Bushels with Acres vested Bushels 
other sown for per Total other sown for - Total 
cropo alone beans acre hushels crops alone bean. acre hushels 

Northwest 
144 261 V4 15.3 1,435 114 384 304 13.2 Buena Vista ........... ~ •... , ... ',013 

Cherokee ...................... 107 80 33 19.1 630 108 99 70 18.2 1,275 

g~~,;:::::::::::::::::::::: 
251 141 21 13.5 283 138 230 72 12.5 900 
55 98 36 9.0 325 25 204 147 11.1 1,625 

Emm.t ................... ····· ...... 197 62 17.0 1,055 18 321 52 15.0 782 

M~~~D::::::::::::: ::::::::::: .... 2j 58 9 24.4 220 17 43 7 14.4 101 
453 245 18.3 4,473 127 558 418 14.1 5,897 

Osceola ........................ 7 208 56 20.2 1,120 23 164 71 20.1 1,425 
Palo Alto ....................... 2 238 35 13.3 46S 64 462 40 15.9 635 
Plymouth ...................... 11 12 1 15.0 15 2 21 7 23.6 165 
Pocahontas ..................... ..... :i 211 82 12.9 1,055 ..··ii 192 36 19.' 697 
Sioux .••..••....•••....•.....•. 58 15 13.3· 200 112 38 16.6 630 

For district ................... 602 2,015 689 16.4 11,276 648 2,790 1,262 14.4 18,145 
North Central 

.55 14.5 6,587 247 4,874 Butler ......................... 396 3,411 644 13.6 8,751 
Cerro Gordo .................... 49 3,204 352 15.2 5,360 99 2,874 473 15.7 7,445 

~~j;",.;::::::::::::::::::::::: 7 2,561 432 11.6 5,015 36 3,491 657 14.3 9,382 
189 794 21 13.0 272 219 1,250 163 15.0 2,440 

Hancock ....................... 144 1,085 128 19.6 2,505 43 1,697 335 16.2 5,421 
Humboldt ...................... 16 128 37 19.1 70S 25 224 65 17.3 1,123 
Kossuth ........................ 2 497 161 15.5 2,501 35 1,280 250 19.0 4,743 
Mitch.ll ... ; .................... 143 2,040 257 16.0 4,102 219 3,083 538 15.6 8,390 
WinnebaBo ........ ·· ........... 17 154 21 7.9 165 59 470 48 14.9 715 
Worth ......................... 59 281 54 7.5 407 96 574 85 12.0 1,024 
Wright ......................... 26 711 79 18.1 1,430 103 1,023 244 18.3 4,460 

For district ................... 1,048 14,866 1,997 14.5 29,049 1,181 20,840 3,502 15.4 53,894 
Northeast 

AUamakee ...................... 13 235 33 18.1 596 19 .212 55 13.9 765 
Black Hawk .................... 320 8,521 2,649 18.0 47,717 393 10,869 3,762 16.7 62,719 
Bremer .•.•• 0.·.·.· ............ 440 3,066 353 15.2 5,354 452 3,853 297 14.7 4,377 
Buchanan ..••.•.•.•.••.•....... 699 6,502 1,234 15.2 18,764 908 8,340 2,_ ll.O 31,353 
Chickasaw ................. : .... 82 1,952 276 16.5 4,553 7 2,277 516 15.5 8,016 
Clayton ........................ 542 1,298 89 15.2 1,352 534 1,397 215 12.6 2,713 
Delaware ....................... 1,160 5,268 616 16.0 9,882 808 4,644 835 13.9 11,579 
Dubuque ....................... 248 1,485 84 11.2 940 216 801 229 11.3 2,599 
Fayette ........................ 776 7,071 79t' 15.8 12,515 814 7,190 1,252 11.9 14,858 
Howard ........................ 443 1,868 55 11.4 629 644 2,_ 256 12.6 3,233 
Winneshiek ..................... 1,028 377 68 19.3 1,315 356 479 116 14.3 1,662 

For district ................. , . 5,751 37,643 6,248 16.6 103,617 5,151 42,466 9,937 14.5 143,874 
West Central 

148' Audubon ....................... 148 256 14.5 2,139 75 140 71 17.9 1,270 
Ca1houn ........................ 37 65 14 24.0 336 270 148 64 19.1 1,220 
Carroll ......................... 140 52 10 Il.O 130 40 78 48 13.2 633 
Crawford ....................... 30 33 "iiT' "g:,js 10 .. i;42i .... 650 "22:'" Greene ......................... 1,461 1,235 439 773 14,671 
Guthrie ........................ 47 524 184 16.4 3,010 129 893 288 20.1 5,775 
Harrison ....................... 265 4 2 15.0 30 70 41 31 8.6 266 
Ida ............................ ..... :i 49 25 ll.O 325 .... j,j 57 10 15.0 150 
Monona ........................ 24 19 18.2 345 78 2 10.0 20 
Sac ............................ 32 114 30 17.5 525 123 202 73 16.7 1,220 

~:.':r.,;;,.y:.:::::'.:'.: ::::: :::::: 60 92 25 17.9 448 17 178 34 26.2 890 
20 76 6 15.0 90 5 8 ....... ........ ......... 

For district ................... 2,242 2,524 902 19.0 
Central· 

17,116 1,545 3,244 1,271 20.5 26,115 

Boone ......................... 577 765 245 19.8 4,851 353 811 275 24.9 6,856 
Dallas ......................... 1,014 846 280 19.5 5,456 1135 1,446 609 18.1 11,027 
Grundy ...... : ................. 107 3,418 930 19.4 18,000 11 3,884 2,383 19.4 46,161 
Hamilton ....................... 32 168 42 15.0 6JO 11 306 72 18.1 1,306 
Hardin ......................... 481 1,163 225 19.6 0&,415 361 1,876 600 18.1 10,860 

L~::::::::::::::::::::::: 314 1,915 772 17.0 1l,191 321 1,403 804 16.6 13,343 
243 3,637 1,730 20.8 35,935 199 3,920 2,789 19.1 53,347 

Polk ........................... 153 2,318 61l 20.1 12,295 169 2,527 1,002 21.1 21,158 
Poweshielr. ...................... 170 643 220 17.1 3,771 43 822 618 11.8 7,275 
Story .......................... 19 750 163 17.5 2,845 109 1,211 344 18.7 6,416 
Tama .......................... 125 4,094 2,108 21.8 0&5,943 206 4,590 3,533 19.7 69,631 
W.bster ........................ 25 349 110 20.8 2,287 10 279 157 20.3 3,180 

For district ................... 3,260 20,066 7,438 20.1 149,619 2,728 23,075 1l,186 19.0 250,560 
East Central 

Benton ......................... 374 4,988 892 19.5 17,406 294 4,873 2,188 17.7 38,731 
C.dar .......................... 222 1,209 359 23.7 7,500 460 1;6U 1,009 19.1 19,242 
Clinton ........................ 

"'1m 
423 47 1S.4 725 13 341 80 14.1 1,128 

Iowa ........................... 1,256 U3 16.5 2,024 885 1,115 453 17.9 8,108 
taclr.son ........................ 8 148 10 17.7 177 19 77 5 8.6 43 

ohnson ........................ 376 1,190 242 18.9 4,582 371 912 429 15.8 6,792 
~nes .................•...••••• 29 1,651 128 20.8 2,668 24 1,095 319 18." 5,841 
Inn •••..•.••••••••••••.••••••• 527 5,008 740 17 .1 12,683 467 4,548 1,433 14.2 20,330 

Muscatin ....................... 382 2,052 302 16.9 5,097 320 1,725 JOB 15.6 4,817 
Scott .......................... 795 1,047 320. 1S.5 4,960 580 606 264 15.5 4,092 

For district ................... 3,416 18,972 3,163 18.3 57,822 3,433 16,904 6,488 16 .• 109,124 
Southwest 

Adair .......................... 1,070 2,376 813 17.2 13,986 807 2,609 998 16.1 16,108 
Adams ......................... 13 1,009 186 19.0 3,535 173 1,050 357 14.2 5,066 
CaN ........................... 235 193 111 16.3 1,806 252 284 144 19.4 2,795 
Fremont •..•••••••••.•••••••••• 100 44 20 21.8 436 10 53 16 23.8 J80 
Milia .......................... ...... 26 20 20.0 400 . ...... 2' ....... . ....... . ........ 



BASEBOOK OF IOWA 

TABLB 68. IOWA SOYBlU.N8-00ntinued 

1932 
I , 

Dialricta and Ac:roo Ac ... Acres 
COIllIha BOwn h ... • BOwn 

with Ac:roo vested Bushels with 
other IOwn for per Total other 
cropo aIooe heana acre busbels cropo 

Montpmery •••••••............. 16 792 295 17.0 5,023 "'247 Paae ....... · ................... 87 336 79 Il.7 1,079 
Potta ... ttamie •..•.•............ 51 24 12.7 305 '''709 T.y ............................. 342 2,598 538 16.4 8,833 

For district ................... 1.863 7,425 2,086 17.0 35,403 2,198 
South Centnl 

~t::~.:.::::::::::::::::::: 368 6,567 1,180 14.7 17,336 258 
54 1,684 434 16.8 7,309 64 

Decatur ........................ 148 3,359 1,149 12.7 14,594 112 
Lucu ....•.•..•................ 199 2,541 822 13.2 10,848 387 
MadisoD .• : ••••.••••.•••..••••• 213 1,365 611 16.3 9,973 324 
MarioD ...•••...•••....•...•••• 301 3,034 1,463 14.7 21,503 835 
Monroe .••••••.•••...•••...•••. 403 2,035 382 14.4 5,503 70 
Ringgold ....................... 126 2,142 402 10.3 4,121 103 
UnioD .......................... 553 1,601 293 15.3 4,496 820· 
Warren ........................ 267 1,436 371 17.7 6,551 367 
Wayue ......................... 585 5,025 1,124 15.6 17,577 1,160 

FOI' district •••••••...••....••• 3,215 30,789 
Southeul 

8,231 14.6 119,811 4,500 

Davis .......................... 154 7,311 1,463 15.4 22,564 332 
n.. Moiaa ..................... 1,391 5,470 1,959 23.9 46,774 1,078 

a7.::::::::::::::::::::::: 1,022 3,329 1,584 25.1 39,_ 560 
248 3,488 1,502 14.5 21,720 231 
619 2,898 780 17.6 13,751 780 

1..ee .••••••••••••••••••••..••.• '. 1,776 6,_ 1,267 19.5 24,758 2,391 
Louiaa ......................... 480 3,092 902 16.9 15,250 703 
Mah .. ka ....................... 745 3,264 635 17.7 11,245 386 
Van Buren ..................... 187 5,082 1,176 15.5 18,209 30 
Wapello ........................ 57 6,685 2,619 17.9 46,928 173 
WubiDgtoo .................... 868 3,790 1.708 19.7 33,694 .738 

For district ................... 7,547 50,813 15,595 18.9 294,587 7,402 I 
For state ..................... 28,_ I 185,113 46.349 17.7 818,300 28,786 

Fig. 92. Most of- the soybeans in 
"the United States are grown east of 
·the Missouri River. Illinois and North 
"Carolina are the leading states. 

89 

I 
.1933 

I 

Acres 
har-

Acres vested Bushels 
sown for per Total 
aIo .... heana acre bushels 

923 633 17.6 11,148 
619 195 15.2 2,958 

47 35 15.6 545 
3,147 1,752 12.6 22,112 

8,758 4,130 14.8 61,112 

8,124 3,260 14.3 46,511 
1,907 730 14.4 10,509 
4,984 1,901 lUI 22,711 
2,637 1,119 15.7 17 ,543 
1,132 795 17.9 14,202 
1,124 626 16.3 10,192 
2,188 917 13.1 12,012 
3,854 1,053 12.3 12,913 
1,544 581 15.1 8,755 
1,569 658 18.7 12,322 
5,065 2,415 14.3 34,523 

34,128 14,055 14.4 202,193 

9,074 '4,160 15.2 63,275 
6,636 3,916 18.6 72,715 
6,446 3,485 23.1 80,666 
2,966 1,688 18.9 31,971 
2,646 1,476 18.4 27,142 
8,808 2,963 17.0 50,427 
3,179 1,473 13.2 19,397 
1,790 888 17 .7 15,740 
6,531 1,746 16.2 28,263 
6,414 3,936 20.3 80,094 
4,160 2,707 19.8 53,622 

58,650 28,438 18,4 523,312 

210,855 82,269 16.9 ·1,388,329 

5,000 



TABLE 57. IOWA WILD HAY. 

~932 1933 

Districts and Tona Tom 
counties per Total per Total 

Acr •• acre tona Acr .. acre tona ---r-----
North .... t 

Buena VISta •••.•.••.. 1,821 1.45 2,640 1,741 0.92 1,602 
Cherokee .•••.••.••.• 3,328 1.22 4,060 3,649 0.67 2,445 

~~t~~·.:::::::::: : 3,257 1.23 4,006 3,043 0.70 2,130 
3,228 1.00 3,228 3,257 0.92 2,996 

Emmet ............. 1,550 0.84 1,302 1,450 0.86 1.247 

Mfr~~::::::::::::: : 6.101 1.51 9,213 5,791 1.02 5,907 
2,906 1.15 3,342 2,958 0.55 1,627 

Osceola .••.•.•.•.•••. 3,105 0.75 2,329 2,851 0.92 2,623 
P.IoA!to ............ 6,327 1.45 9,174 6,255 0.46 2,877 
Plymouth ............ 10,488 0.72 7,551 9,057 0.87 7,880 
PocahontaB ........... 1,545 0.85 1,313 1.853 0.54 1,001 
Sious ................ 8,904 1.42 12,644 9,123 0.92 8,393 

For district ......... 52,560 1.16 60,802 51,028 0.80 40,728 

Nortb Central 
Butler ............... 5.721 1.17 6.694 5.788 1.30 7,524 
Cerro Gordo .......... 2,974 1.17 3.480 3.869 0.92 3,559 

r.~~tij;':::::::::::: : 951 1.08 1.027 1,045 0.92 961 
1.885 1.22 2.300 2,155 1.00 2,155 

Hancock .••••.•..••.. 3.851 0.35 5,199 3,869 0.42 1,625 
Humboldt ............ 1,350 1.00 1,350 1,411 1.05 1,482 
KOIIuth ............. 7,160 0.84 6,014 8,453 0.50 4,226 
Mitch.ll ............. 766 0.96 735 1,042 0.92 959 
Wumehaso ........... 7,919 1.05 8,315 7,830 0.95 7,438 
Worth ............... 7,028 0.84 5,904 6,494 0.98 6,364 
Wright .............. 1,427 1.17 1,670 1,307 0.87 1,137 ---

For district ......... 41,032 1.04 42,688 43,263 0.87 37,430 

Nortb ... t 
AIlamak ............. 471 1.35 636 542 0.92 499 
BlackHawk .......... 3,219 0.84 2,704 3.070 0.92 2,824 
Bremer .•.•••.•.•.•.. 10,331 1.40 14,463 10,409 1.17 12,179 
Buchanan •••••••••••• 5,447 1.17 6.373 5.584 0.92 5,137 
Chickaaaw ........... 5,518 1.10 6.070 6.672 0.92 6,138 
Clayton .............. 649 0.84 545 875 0.92 805 
Delawar ............. 2,471 0.72 1,779 2.422 0.67 1,623 
Dubuque ............ 344 0.80 275 266 0.92 245 
Fayette .............. 6,044 1.09 6.588 5,302 1.09 5,779 
Howard .............. 4,879 1.22 5,952 4.833 0.86 4,156 
Winn .. hielt .......... 3,595 1.17 4,206 3,322 0.86 2,857 

For district ......... 
I-

42,968 1.15 49,591 43,297 0.98 42,042 

W .. t Central 
Audubon ............. 576 1.34 772 553 1.67 924 
Calhoun •••..•.•••••. 368 0.84 309 465 0.42 195 
Carroll .............. 2.146 0.85 1,824 2,055 0.42 863 
Crawford ............ 2,751 1.40 3,851 2,637 0.59 1,556 
Green ............... 1,163 1.09 1.268 1,186 0.75 890 
Guthrie., ............ 1,022 1.34 1.369 1,256 1.17 1,470 
Harrison .••••...•.••. 2,449 1.34 3,282 2,321 0.80 1,857 
Ida .................. 689 1.28 861 695 0.42 292 
Monona ............. 1,395 1.22 1,702 1,400 0.55 770 
Sac.................. 1,239 0.96 1,189 1,272 1.09 1,386 
S~............... 1,195 1.34 1,601 1,082 0.86 931 
W blll')'........... 2,890 1.34 3,873 3,056 0.66 2,017 

---I----- ---1--:---
Forcliatrict......... 17,883 1.22 21,901 17,978 0.73 13,151 
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Central 

~~::::::::::::::: 2,330 0.84 1,957 2,195 
530 1.10 583 572 

g=~:::::::::::: 1,814 1.00 1,814 1,907 
1,028 1.39 1,429 1,069 

Hardin .............. 1,560 1.22 1,903 1,_ en ........ · .. ·· 17 0.84 .. 60 
99 0.75 74 III 

Polk .... :: ::::::::::: 752 1.00 752 725 
Poweahiek ........... 27 0.85 23 II 

¥:,:r.::::::::::::::: : 777 1.17 909 1,008 
322 0.85 316 319 

Webaler ............. 2,053 0.85 1,745 1,942 ---
For diatrict ......... U,359 1.01 U,519 U,519 

East Central 
Benton •••••••••••••. 703 1.34 942 557 

~~:::::::::::::: 63 1.50 94 51 
912 1.34 1,222 919 

~~ .. ::::::::::::: 388 1.10 427 346 
445 1.34 596 388 

ohnson •••.•••••••.. " '315 1.10 346 280 
~nea •••••••••••••••• 38 1.00 38 39 

M~ili:e::::::::::: 
1,204 0.70 843 999 

234 1.00 234 325 
Scott ................ 856 1.00 856 763 -------- ---
. For district ......... 5,158 1.09 5,598 4,733 

Southwest 
Adair ................ 991 1.60 1,586 1,448 
Adams ............... 903 1.45 1,309 1,072 

.ca.. ................ 295 1.10 324 384 

t~~~~::: :::::::::: 535 1.85 990 748 
1,403 1.70 2,385 1,425 

~~~t~~~~~:::::::: : 276 1.70 469 247 
255 ·1.80 459 344 

~~~~;.~t.~e::::: : : : 2,134 1.80 3,841 2,634 
361 1.60 578 344 

For district ••••••••• 
f-:---

7,153 1.67 11,941 8,646 

South Central 

~r~:~~~::::::::::: 811 1.22 989 761 
26 1.80 47 32 

Decatur. ," •..•..••••. 78 1.25 98 100 
·Lucas ••••...•.•••••. 54 1.20 65 121 
Madison ••••.••..••••.• 553 1.22 675 574 
Marion ........ · ••••••. 111 0.84 93 78 
Monroe .. · ............ 16 0.84 13 60 

~~I~::::::::::::: 139 1.34 186 97 
498 1.80 896 606 

Warren .............. 238 1.34 319 427 
Wayne .............. 14 1.20 17 83 -------- ---

For district ......... 2,538 1.34 3,398 2,939 

Southeast 
Davis ..••.••.•••••.• 5 0.84 4 14 
Des Moines. ,", .....•. . " .... ... 16 
Henry ............... ... .... .. . 4 
itfferson~ •• " ••.•..•••• '38 i:35 '5i '38 eokuk ... · ........... 
Lee.; ............... 35 1.25 44 18 
Louiaa .. ; .• , .......... 64 1.00 64 103 
Mahaska ............. 87 1.35 117 138 
Van Buren ............ 'i2 i:25 '52 5 
WapeUo ••••••••••••• 16 
Washington ...•.••••• 2 1.25 2 5 --- --- ---

For district •• ~ ....... 273 1.22 ·334 357 

;Ror .tate ........... 180,924 1.15 207,772 183,760 

~ ::"rI 
&~. 

0.88 1,93 
0.92 52 

::1-0 
",f'" 

1.05 2,00 
0.92 98 
0.92 1,47 
0.42 2 

S' 
;;->-1 ",::r 

" 0.92 10 '0 
1.09 79 
0.92 I 
0.92 92 
0.93 29 
0.42 81 

el::l 
~Sl 
n'" ,,::r 

----
0.86 9,81 B$l 

2::1 ... ::r 
0.92 51 
1.05 e 
1.25 1,22 
0.92 31 
1.92 74 
0.96 2e 

o oe!. ... ..... ::r::l 
.. Q,. 

1.00 3 
0.92 91 
1.15 31 
1.17 89 

~~ ... -' .. -• Q,. ----
1.13 5,35 z::r 

~~ 
0.82 1,18 
0.82 87 
1.42 54 
1.42 I,Oe 
0.97 1,38 
0.80 19 
1.42 48 
1.32 3,41 
1.42 48 

1.12 9,70 

0.92 70 

::r 
t1;' .. 
p;--
S~ 
.. .!'> 

~z 
Q,.lD 

Ul~ 
0" e'" 
~1 

0.75 2 
0.80 8 
0.62 7 

t1~ 
~5' 

0.42 24 
0.45 3 
0.75 4 

0::1 ..... .. , 
0.92 8 
0.80 48 
0.42 11 
0.80 6 ----

a~ 
-'lD 
::I ... 
SllD 

0.69 2,01 •. ;. a lD 
'0_ 

0.55 
0.90 I 
0.65 

0:80 '3 
0.80 I 
1.15 11 
0.82 II 
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TABLE 58. lOW A FLAX SEED. 

1932 1933 
DiatrittA and 

counties 
'-_., 11--1 

Total 
Acr.. bushel. Acr .. 

Total 
bUlhel. 

Nortbwest 
Buena Vista ............... . 
Cherokee .................. . 

722 7,670 
83 791 

~rc~~::::::::::::::::: : 
Emmet .................. .. 

816 7,841 
1,674 17 ,364 
1,071 9,343 

~r:~9::::::::::::::::::: : 
Ooceola ................... . 
Palo Alto ................. . 
Plymoutb ................. . 
Pocahontas ............... .. 
SioUll: ••••••....•.•.•••••.. , 

882 12,420 
1,143 14,621 
1,672 21,146 

233 2,489 

6j9 S;jj6 
462 5,769 

For cliatritt .............. . 9,397 1 104,790 

Nortb Central 

711 
102 

1,189 
1. 781 
1,814 
2,064 
2,736 
3,575 

355 
39 

732 
1,187 

16,285 

3,187 
570 

5,584 
8,362 
8,012 

12,307 
20,189 
29,494 

1,478 
250 

3,277 
8,124 

100,834 

Butler............ ......... 24 205 1\ 81 
Cerro Gordo .... ;........... 319 1,945 246 1,108 
Floyd....... ............... 171 1,118 187 1,583 
Franklin................... 71 384 92 401 
Hancock................... 96 619 166 1,140 
Humboldt ................. , 96 755 81 132 
KOIIuth.................... 336 1,537 572 3,750 
Mitchell.. ................. 2,097 15,331 1.464 11,243 
Winnebago.. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 643 4,851 3.16 I ,806 
Worth..................... 1.410 9,070 1,799 \2,054 
Wright.................... 40 250 60 510 --------

For cliatritt............... 5,303 36,065 5,014 33,808 

Northeast 
Aallamakee................. 28 500 170 679 
Black Hawk........... ..... 47 374 58 680 
Bremer. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . 10 58 
Buchanan........ .......... 10 103 11 22 
Cbiclr.alaw. , ............ , . . 102 392 112 455 
Clayton.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 32 235 
Delaware................... ... ... .. ... 
Dubuqu.................... 15 175 22 182 
Fayette.................... 55 595 47 264 
Howard.................... 1,294 4,439 320 1,084 
Winn .. biek................. 507 3,062 365 1,963 

Forcliatrict................ 2,058 9,640 1,147 5,622 

W .. t Central 
Audubon ................. .. 
Calhoun .................. . 
Carroll .................... . 
Crawford .................. . 
Greene ..•••..••.••••••••••• 
Guthrie ................... . 

40 600 
16 210 

223 2,515 
17 100 
83 530 
95 572 

Harrison ..•..••.....•••.••. Ida........................ ... ... 
Monona................... 200 1,400 Sac........................ 88 838 
Shelby.. . . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. 10 80 
Woodbury.................. 2 25 

1----11 
For cliatrict...... ... .. .. . . 774 6,870 

125 
43 

592 
14 
94 
83 

35 
12 

135 
28 
46 

1,207 

437 
129 

2,623 
52 

272 
179 

109 
20 

750 
23 
62 

4,656 

Central 
Boone. • .. • .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . 10 100 133 826 
Dallao..................... 87 815 584 1,489 
Grundy. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. 18 170 32 332 
Hamilton.. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . 86 760 266 2 , 192 
Hardin...... . .. . .. .. . .. . .. . 70 625 99 852 
Jaoper.. ................... 56 430 153 819 
Marshall................... 257 2,553 242 2,549 
Polk....................... 87 751 479 2,644 
Poweobiek.................. .. .. , 35 318 
Story...................... 33 314 313 2,536 
Tama...................... 60 520 143 1,449 
Weboler.................... 35 700 54 230 

forcliatrict ......... , ..... 199 7,738 2,533 16,236 
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BASEBOOK OF IOWA 

IOWA rLAXSEED ACREAGE 
1933 

93 

• 

AC~E5 

~"--.. ;;:;;;~m:;;;:::f--,.=I-..,...,,,.d,-....,.=L-..,-::::::b~=±;--r;;:~;;;;-r.;;;;h, _~. 5,000 

J'lir. 18. J'Jauaecl, • minor crop, I. gen
.aU,. JrI'OW1l •• a cub crop, The lOuthel"D 
couDtie. rall8 yerr Utile of it and Dearl,. 90 

~S~5 :;~5 :§ ~ !~~~==!g~ ~ - ..; 

....... ·N"'. '"1''' 2"'''1')'0 ·NNfI')· $ 

'0- oN ••••• .., ::! .., .... "' .... ''''1''' 
.......... ......... . ......... . 
• • ••• t •••• ......... . .. ... . .... ......... . ... '" ., .', ...... ... . 
, ........ . . , ....... . .. .. ... .. . . .. ...... . 

. ··cot··.,. . ~"' ......... '1-

. ....... . . ....... . . ....... . . ....... . . ....... . ......... ......... ......... . ....... . . ....... . . ....... . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . 
", ..... , .. 
" ........ . ...... . , " 

]::::::::~ :. ~ j j j j j~jf .~ 
~ ~:::1S: i :1 : ~ ~;J~jjJL'S~ 

_9'2:= ~ !;j 0 g.9 ... R 
aI:QUU~~,oqU5 

~ ~d!~~gi~! ~ ,s« ... ;:ll;:!l"''''E-< 

percoDt iJJ grown iD the northw .. t, the Dorth 
eeuU'al and Dortheaat counties. 

Mi&ehell, DickiDooll and Osceola OOUllties 

:; ~ ~~;.~ ~§ ~~~ ~ .. ---.. ." 

..... ..,-- .... ''''''I§ _ •• _-000 ._ 'C"oo~ 

• 'NeoIIfO)" ... -

_ 2,000 

~ 1,000 

G .'SOO 
• 2SO' 
- 100(. Undlll 

haye been imporiant produce.. of the crop, 
while man,. of the ooutherll counties did not 
report any acreage. 

Data ill table 68. 

WORLD F'LAXsttD PRODUCTION 
1933~34 

: : :8~g : ; :~; ('It 
•• 'NC--QO ••• f"'). N : : : :i : : : : : : i: ! .. 
•. ·_V)c ...... ::: .. · ...... ..,···N '1'" 

: ".:::: 

§ 

: : : :51 : :': : : : 151 $ 
~ 

. .... ' .... . . ........ , . . ......... ' 

. ...... , .. . . ......... . . ......... . ........... 
WORLt! PRODUCTION 

IU30D.000 au 

Fig. 97. Argentina, Russia and India are 
the leading fin producing countries. III 
1988·84, the United State. produced 6,947,000 
bushels, or 5.7. perceDt of the world total. 



94 AGRICULTURAL ECONOMIC FACTS 
TABLE 59. IOWA SEED CROP8--1992·88. 

1932 1933 

County 
Timothy seed Clover seed* Sweet clover seed Timothy seed Clover seed* Sweet clover seed 

Acres 

Buena Vista ••••••••• 5 
Cberokee .•.••••.•••. \ li~ Clay ..•.•.•••••••••. 
Dickinson ..... o .0 ... 56 
Emmet ........•..... 3 
Lyon ................ .. , "97 O'Brien .........•... 
Osceola .............. 280 
Palo Alto •••••••••••• 8 
Plymouth ........... 16 

Pocahontas .......... 5 
Sioux ....•.......... 58 
Butler ............... 415 
Cerro Gordo ......... 308 
Floyd .. : ............ 1,135 
FrankJin;. ............ 190 
Hancock ............ 71 
Humboldt ........... 43 
Kossuth ............. 10 
Mitchell ••••.•••••••• 2,388 

Wmnebago .......... 59 
Worth .............. 169 
Wright .............. 27 
Allamakee ........... 1,258 
Black Hawk ......... 390 
Bremer ..•.......... . 134 
Buchanan •.•••.•..•. 776 
Chickasaw ........... 4,092 
Clayton ............. 702 
Delaware ............ 958 

Bush. 
per 
acre --
9.6 
4.4 
5.4 
5.0 
3.3 

"s:i" 
7.1 

.9.4 
5.0 

6.2 
6.3 
4.6 
5.5 
5.0 
6.0 
5.5 
5.2 
8.1 
S.O 

6.1 
7.7 
6.4 
5.2 
6.8 
4.1 
4.5 
4.1 
5.5 
5.4 

Total 
bush. ---

48 
199 
592 
279 

10 

494 
1,996 

75 
80 

31 
367 

1,916 
1,679 
5,677 
1,136 

390 
354 

81 
11,932 

360 
1,293 

175 
6,587 
2,640 

544 
3,459 

16,745 
3.842 
5,178 

Bush. Bush. 
. per Total per 

Acres acre bush. Acres acre 
------ ----

34 0.68 23 .. '73 "3T 20 1.50 30 
62 0.63 39 83 3.6 

.•. 'S4 '0:70' ... '38 44 2.4 
74 2.7 

·····6 '0:83' .•• "5 53 5.3 
30 4.3 

31 1.45 45 158 2.7 
.... i8 'i:!i4' .... 35 24 0.5 

93 1.1 

...... ...... ...... 20 2.0 

.... ii '0:92' 29 4.2 
11 ..... ....... 

...... ...... ...... '''io · .... S Tio' · .. ··6 1.2 

'''38 "iT' · .... 4 '2:50' ··· .. io 10 7.5 
60 1.38 83 57 2.3 

...... ...... ...... 10 1.5 

22 1.14 25 2 4.0 
22 1.27 27 4 3.0 

''',57 . i:io' '''scii so 0.9 
12 0.5 

63 0.86 44 25 0.8 
16 1.06 17 ..... ....... 
92 0.85 78 
29 0.59 17 2 2,0 

656 0.85 555 5 1.0 
197 1.43 272 2 0.5 

Total 
bush. 
--
"'256 

297 
105 
202 
280 
130 
427 

12 
102 

40 
122 

...... 

.... 25 

106 
75 

130 
15 

8 
12 
45 

6 
20 

...... 
4 
5 
1 

Acres --
....... 
·····2i 
....... 
• .... '3 

92 
142 

....... 

....... 
• •• 1 ••• 

..... 28 
125 
829 
168 

Bush. 
per 
acre --....... 

'"i:9" 
....... 
"6T' 

2.3 
3.5 ....... 

....... 

. ...... 
'"3:." 

3.0 
3.6 
4.4 

4, 2.5 
....... ....... 
"2;892 . '2:9" 

15 2.0 
310 2.1 

.... 692 "2:9" 
329 4.8 

63 4.1 
1.055 3.8 
3,286 2.4 

453 2.7 
919 3.7 

Total 
bush. --....... 

·····39 
....... 
. ····20 

209 
493 

....... 

....... 

....... 
"i;436 

377 
2,986 

732 
10 

....... 
"8;490 

30 
665 

"2;027 
1,583 

260 
3,964 
8.035 
1.228 
3,430 

Acres ---
32 
52 
35 
14 
42 
17 
86 
S9 
25 
49 

33 

.... 595 
192 
89 

270 
102 

·····io 
709 

82 
206 

72 
3,339 

799 
171 

1,551 
497 

6,616 
2,647 

Bush. 
per 
acre 
--

2.12 
0.56 
0.71 
1.50 
1.81 
1.53 
0.80 
0.71 
0.84 
2.06 

1.55 

'0:95' 
1.06 
1.01 
0.78 
0.68 

. i:90' 
0.83 

1.82 
1.01 
0.75 
1.17 
0.99 
1.13 
1.13 
0.92 
1.14 
1.04 

Bush. 
Total per 
bush. Acres acre --- -----

68 IS 3.9 
29 82 3.0 
25 87 1.3 
21 108 2.3 
76 58 3.8 
26 123 4.0 
69 56 4.8 
42 183 3.0 
21 6 1.3 

101 203 2.0 

51 137 1.9 
.... 564 60 4.2 

28 0.7 
203 6 2.3 
90 37 1.2 

211 27 1.1 
69 42 2.5 

· .... i9 12 0.8 
16 4.8 

586 ..... ....... 
149 91 0.5 
209 41 2.6 

54 11 3.1 
3,918 6 3.8 

792 ..... ....... 
194 "'24 ··ci:8" 1,759 
456 5 3.0 

7,574 16 1.1 
2,746 14 1.2 

Total 
bush. --

58 
248 
115 
244 
220 
493 
270 
558 

8 
416 

258 
253 
20 
14 
45 
29 

107 
10 
77 

...... 
45 

106 
34 
23 

...... 

.... 20 
15 
17 
17 
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Fig. 98. Iowa, Missouri, and Illinois 
are the leading timothy seed producing 

states. In 1933 they had 110,000 and 
48,000 and 57,000 acres respectively, of 

2,600 

the total of 281,100 acres for the United 
States. 
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TABLB 59. IOWA'S SBBD OBOPS--1982·19S8-<lontlnued 

1932 1933 

Timothy oeed 00_ oeed Sweet ~ oeed Timothy seed Clover seed Sweet dover seed 
1--'-~T---II---t--'o--III'--I---'--'I1-- ----I--r---r--III--,---,·-

Bush. Bush.. Bush. Bush. Bush. Bush. 

~ Aaa::' ~~ Acres ~ ~~ Aaa ~ ~~ Aaa ~ ~~ Acrei ~ ~.=~ 
-- --f----- -----------

Dubuque............ 565 '.6 2,623 
Fayette............. 1.850 '.5 8,331 

~1!'::.t;k:::::::::: ~:m::~ :;:m 
Auduhoo............ I,U5 5.2 7,455 CaIhouu............. 16 6.4 103 Carroll.............. lOS 3.7 401 

507 0.79 400 
464 0.98 456 

.... 62 '0:95" .... 59 
166 0.73 . 121 

· .. ·46 Tor .... 47 

12 3.3 40 
8 1.5 12 

.... , . To" .... ·8 
16 0.6 10 
35 1.3 45 
18 1.4 25 

522 3.6 
1,924 3.2 
3,759 2.7 
2,060 2.3 

38 0.8 
3 5.0 

II 1.5 

1,896 
6,187 

10,261 
4,642 

30 
15 
17 

4,238 
3,359 

353 
598 
424 

28 
320 

0.89 
1.11 
0.97 

3,782 14 
3,727 II 

343 19 

3.2 45 
1.1 12 
1.8 34 

1.05 626 20 2.4 49 
0.65 276 45 1.6 73 
0.89 25 128 3.9 493 
0.77 245 20 1.8 . 36 

Crawford............ 130 3.3 U4 Grftue.............. 16 5.4 86 
145 0.78 113 
21 0.33 7 

297 2.1 631 
81 2.0 165 

511 0.59 
194 1.47 

301 348 
285 98 

3.3 1,275 
2.3 229 .... ·i, . Til" .... ·22 

Guthrie.. ........... ',182 4.0 12,578 1,244 0.82 1,024 148 2.2 331 1,050 1.1 1,123 2,215 0.69 1,528 106 0.8 84 

····36 '0:67' ····24 479 2.3 1,096 ··· .. 23 "iX' 270 3.8 1,028 
Rarriaoa.... ........ 25 4.0 100 
Ida................. 94 5.2 486 

.... 44 T3r ·· .. 58 310 3.2 982 ·· .. ··5 "0T' 119 1.9 230 
MODODa ................................. .. Soc................. III 6.4 712 

525 1.37 719 103 2.3 233 5 4.0 
44 1.09 481 886 2.5 4,782 ·· .. ·io 'To" 61 1.05 64 124 2.3 273 

Shelby.. .. .... • .. .. . 232 5.8 1,353 
Woodbury........... 7 3.6 25 
Boone............... II 2.0 23 
Dallu............... 21 7.3 154 610 0.85 517 44 2.1 94 2 6.0 

80 0.75 60 ..... ....... ...... 229 4.8 ...... ...... ...... ..... ....... ...... 5 5.0 
Grundy............. 603 6.2 3,716 
Hamiltou ................................. . 

IOWA TIMOTHY SEED ACREAGE 
1933 

, Fig. 89. Timothy seed production is no 
lODger .1 important .a it; once walt but, in cer
tain sections it is still an important crop. 

The hulk of the .... d is produced in the north· 

o 

• 

• • 

east, east central, southeast and south central 
group. of counties. These aections are heavY 
hay producer., so it is natural that .eed pro· 

· .... 33 43 1.07 
229 1.02 

..... '2 18 0.83 
87 1.00 

20 1,041 1.00 

• .. ··50 34 1.12 
145 1.23 

12 
1,108 

25 

1,151 0.87 
442 0.72 

6 0.50 

46 802 
234 398 

IS 956 
87 7 

1,043 257 
38 2,210 

179 431 
1,000 90 

4.0 
4.8 
3.5 
3.6 
3.5 
3.2 
2.6 
1.1 

3,178 
1,911 
3,379 

25 
905 

6,989 
1,105 

99 

31~ '''40 "2:," "'ioi 

5,000 

~ 1,000 
€I 5.00 
• zso t Under' 

ductlon should also be centered in the same 
locality. 

Data In table 69. 
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TABLE 59. IOWA'S SEED OROP8-1982·1988-0ontinlleci 

1932 1933 

__ Timothy ~11 __ cl~seed __ Sweet clover seed Timothy seed Clover seed 
County ------- ---------

Bush. Bush. Bush. Bush. Bush. 
per Total per Total per Total per Total per Total 

Acres acre bush. Acres acre bush. Acres acre hush. Acres acre bush. Acres acre bush. 
1- -- ------ -------- ---I----

Hanlin ....•......... 50 5.6 282 65 1.22 79 63 4.0 251 497 1.05 

~~ajj:::::::::::: 375 5.0 1,888 2,530 0.85 2,158 'To" · .. ··6 299 2.9 873 5,666 0.61 

. i~; 6.0 4,329 455 0.65 295 6 552 2.7 1,511 2,164 0.71 
PoIIr. ...........•...• 5.7 295 460 0.81 372 35 2.7 93 "S;sjs "3:." . i";6ij 1,050 0.72 
Poweshiek ...•.••••.• 5,593 5.6 31,209 1,761 0.95 1,67; 10 '1.0 10 4,553 0.58 
Story ....•..•••....• 80 4.6 370 25 1.88 45 ..... ....... ...... 10 6.0 60 104 1.23 
Tama .....••••...... 2,574 5.4 13,785 248 0.92 227 "'88 ····94 2,755 2.9 8,011 3,718 0.96 
W.bster ..•.•.•...... 30 7.4 222 III 1.05 20 1.1 6 1.0 6 42 1.48 
Benton ••.••••...••.. 1,273 6.6 8,400 10 1.30 13 13 0.8 II 2,259 4.0 9,101 1,342 1.10 
Cedar •••.•...•...•.. 3,008 5.3 16,063 525 0.78 411 2 1.1 2 4,243 4.3 18,279 2,807 0.96 

Clinton ••••••••...... 615 5.2 3,228 404 0.96 388 26 1.5 30 1,200 3.4 4,099 2,760 0.84 
10_ ................ 11,824 4.7 55,860 1,348 1.05 1,421 ... 4ci "iI:9" ... 'ji 12,970 3.1 39,644 3,192 0.86 bacbon .••...•.•.... 494 4.5 2,216 704 0.96 678 566 3.0 1,713 5,246 0.99 

ohnSOD .••••..•..... 4,470 5.4 24,220 1,528 1.10 1,677 25 0.4 II 6,812 4.4 30,079 5,434 0.93 
~es ........•...... 485 6.7 3,252 14 1.21 17 I 1.0 I 743 3.4 2,509 3.529 0.91 
nn ................ 758 5.9 4,467 261 0.87 226 . .... ....... ...... 1,082 3.6 3,861 4,665 1.04 

M.uscatine .......... . 815 5.2 4,203 325 1.27 412 1,349 3.8 5,136 1,877 1.03 
Scott •.••.•......•... 414 5.6 2,317 503 1.18 511, 2 1.0 2 597 4.2 2,511 2,980 1.09 
Adair ............... 3,105 4.2 12,951 2,227 0.80 1,791 "ii" ...... 806 1.8 1,489 3,164 0.33 
Adams .............. 891 4.7 4,188 602 0.87 522 38 116 453 2.2 978 1,668 0.36 

Caos ...•............ 977 4.5 4,413 2,352 0.67 1,586 62 1.9 119 181 1.8 322 3,262 0.34 
Fremont ...•......... 96 3.1 JOO 1,032 1.07 1,101 14 0.3 4 24 2.9 70 1,568 0.75 
Mills •••.•........... 51 4.2 212 53 1.32 70 81 3.6 293 "ij" 237 0.95 
Montgomery .......•. 197 4.3 847 1,253 0.92 1,159 5 2.0 10 10 15 2,633 0.50 
Page .•......... " .•• 345 4.6 1,600 900 0.82 739 10 0.9 9 76 2.0 ISO 4,907 0.58 
Pottawattamie ......• 238 5.0 1,195 159 0.61 97 84 2.5 208 60 1.7 100 1,031 0.75 
Taylor ...........•.. 2,522 4.7 11,841 161 0.56 90 . To" 952 2.2 2,128 5,071 0.40 

~c:~::::::::::: 9,152 4.2 38,358 841 0.87 729 6 30 9,487 3.0 28,700 2,583 0.90 
8,573 4.4 38,139 1,736 0.65 1,130 36 0.8 27 3,068 2.4 7,374 1,349 0.36 

Decatur ....•.•...•.. 9,453 3.9 37,036 738 0.70 520 9 0.4 4 4,649 2.2 10,081 1,542 0.49 

UNITED STATES CLOVER SEED ACREAGE 

fr ......... ---__ . 
I , ------

~ ('''-\ r--:'--
i __ -..-·-

~ ---i 

'- ! ~ " ·r ..... - .L. i ~=o __ .-

i ' -L_ @ 
\ I 
\ • f~-'-

1933 

Fig. 100. The North Central States 
had a large proportion of the 1933 
United States clover seed acreage of 
1,096,000 acres. 

Although the total amount of clover 
seed produced in Iowa is not as larJ!"e 
as in some states, it is a large item in 
the United States total. 

524 
3,430 
1,530 

760 
2,645 

.128 
3,559 

62 
1,481 
2,704 

2,314 
3,248 
5,188 
5,057 
3,224 
4,861 
1,932 
3,245 
1,049 

607 

1,112 
1,177 

226 
1,313 
2,860 

771 
2,040 
2,335 

490 
759 

Sweet clover seed 

Bush. 
per Total 

Acres acre hush. -------
42 1.1 47 
65 2.2 145 
90 3.4 310 
87 1.2 107 
!9 3.4 65 
51 5.4 273 

"'si "iT" 88 
15 2.0 30 
14 0.6 8 

'''ii "iT .... is 
34 1.6 53 

'''7i "iT" ·· .. i9 
25 0.8 20 
12 2.5 30 
46 1.0 47 
66 2.0 135 
26 4.1 106 

58 1.4 81 
88 4.0 353 
34 3.5 120 
76 3.7 279 
24 2.1 51 

266 1.7 465 
56 2.9 161 
4 2.0 8 

43 0.7 32 
6 1.3 8 



Count)' 

Lucas .••.•••••.••••. 
Madiaoa •••.......... 
Marion .••.•......... 
Momoe .••.••••••••• 

~::=~:: ::::::: ::: 
W ..................... 
Wayne .•............ 
Davis ...•........... 
D .. MoiD ............ 

HmpY .•••........••. tBenma .. .......... 
eokuk ............. 

Lee ................. 
Louisa .............. 
Mahaska ............ 
Van Buren ........... 
Wapello ............. 
Washinl!lOD .......... 

Stat. tntal ....... 

BASEBOOK OF IOWA 

TABLE 611. IOWA'S SEED CROPS-19S2.19S3--Cont.inued 

1932 

Tlmothyoeod Cloveroeod S....,tclo_oeod Timothy seed 
i----r-- ------ ---------

Aaeo 

6,355 
1,049 

"1 
2,B74 
9,337 
3,930 

979 
16,799 
8,169 

861 

656 
2,367 
1,165 
2,106 
1,237 

371 
',456 
1,523 
1,567 

166,148 

BUlb. Bush. BUlb. Bush. 
per Total per Total . per Total per 

acre husb. Aaeo ""n hUlb. Acres acre bush. Acres acre ------- ------
4.2 26,591 3,452 0.64 2,218 19 3.9 74 3,273 2.4 
4.1 4,927 3,317 0.91 3,016 14 2.2 31 153 1.1 
3.B 1,778 3,875 0.92 3,565 32 2.3 75 313 2.2 
4.4 12,512 733 0.14 545 "'i; . To" 1,829 2.1 
4.3 39,858 558 0.62 354 19 2·,256 2.0 
4.B 18,807 661 0.68 449 41 0.8 33 743 2.1 
4.6 4.,531 3,095 0.82 2,543 20 1.1 22 327 3.8 
3.9 64,_ 2,211 0.71 1,579 42 0.8 35 12,200 ' 2.5 
3.3 26,873 1,493 0.93 1,384 5 1.0 5 8,188 
6.4 5,503 2,997 0.94 2,827 ..... ........ ...... 1,654 

4.5 2,958 2,391 1.01 2,408 ..... ....... ...... 685 
4.1 9,641 3,434 0.78 2,_ ..... ....... ...... 1,222 
5.1 B,927 1,098 1.02 1,121 ..... ....... ...... 1,487 
5.0 10,518 4,190 1.01 4,218 ''':8 'T;" .... is 2,167 
6.2 7 ,710 1,85~ 0.88 1,642 1,767 
4.3 1,605 1,589 0.64 1,022 ..... ....... ...... 270 
4.0 11,790 6,237 0.94 5,856 . To" '''iOil 3,879 
4.1 6,317 1,045 0.71 747 20 485 
5.2 8,153 ',379 0.91 3,976 ..... ....... ...... 1,560 

71,767 0.B1 167,981 
------- ---

4.5 149,496 5,685 2.5 13,936 127,051 

IOWA CLOVER SEED ACREAGE 
1933 

2.8 
4.1 

4.1 
3.6 
3.0 
4.3 
4.4 
3.5 
3.6 
3.2 
3.8 ---
3.1 

• 

• 

Total 
bush. 
---

7,941 
170 
677 

4,938 
4,596 
1,591 
1,259 

30,668 
23,167 
7,737 

2,799 
4,433 
4,530 
9,299 
1,807 

956 
14,063 
.1,533 
5,863 ---

394,048 

• 

97 

1933' 

Clover seed Sweet clover seed ------- --'----
Bush. Bush. 
per Total per Total 

Acres acre bush. Acres acre bush. ------- -------
4,243 0.51 2,177 55 4.8 266 
2,805 0.50 1,394 21 1.0 21 
4,713 0.59 2,792 49 2.9 142 
2,444 0.54 1,320 '''77 "i:f' ····94 4,415 0.44 1,955 
2,665 0.41 1,095 106 2.2 231 
3,333 0.48 1,612 25 0.9 22 
3,157 0.48 1,504 6 1.0 6 
3,168 0.89 2,812 .... s "0:6" · .... 3 
3,480 0.81 2,834 

2,371 0.18 1,854 ..... ....... ...... 
4.862 0.60 2,904 "'i6 "0T" ...... 7 
5.960 0.58 3,431 
4,490 0.71 3,186 2 1.5 3 
2,886 0.81 2,338 . "29 '"3:6" '''iOl 4,383 0.52 2,276 
6,368 0.78 4,947 40 3.3 132 
2,360 0.61 1,447 48 3.8 180 
1,288 0.82 5,956 . . ~ .. ....... ...... -------- --

-;:0128,069 190,459 0.75 142,688 9,389 

• ~OOO 

Fig. 101, As would be expected, the 
production of clover seed is centered in 
those counties which produce most of 
the clover hay in the state. 

Two groups of counties, the south
east and the south central, produce 
most of the clover seed. 

Data in table 59. 

@ 1.000 
o 500 
-250 e Under 



TABLlI: 60. IOWA PA.STURES. !1~ ;.~ '0 10 
S! ri .. '" a "1 -~ 00 

• 1932· 1933 ~ : c: ~ g-:1Q' 
Districts and I ::s ::s n ~ 

counties Puturea Pastures ~ Po.;;'- 0 Q.. 0 
Total acreaae Total acreage '" ....., '" < N 

1lo:51lo~II" 
Northwest '0 ~ en'" ~ ", 

Buena Vista........ 59.991 54.800 . '" 8'" '" P; =-- ", 
Cherokee........... 78.661 74.828 0 I\> So:iil '" -' 
Clay............... 69.\33 M.161 g-CI"~ '" 
Dickinson.......... 47.654 44.055 n C u> 5' ::s 
Emmet ............ 42.968 40.470 a. r;. _'0 0 
Lyon .... ;......... 60.855 57.622 0", ;10"'::l. " 1''-,- I --._ i Z 
O·Brien............ 62.336 60.730 ::s Iii", t:rl =-- I aI '-'-.' I' '-J-
Osceola............ 39.879 37.552 .·0 "I. g n ' I' "'i1 ..... .-....... -I 
Palo Alto.. ........ 59.051 56.705 tIl .... &'l ... '" /' I f,' /'".,' 
Plymouth.......... 111,906 106.535 I\> ~ ~ ~I\> ::s I (. ~I", 
Pocahontas......... 45.904 43.302 ::s '" Q. ~::r : / -i ;, 0 > 
Sio"".............. 74.452 70.712 0 Ilo ;. I» t-·_·- f'-" "" .... N~ - "---- • w-.. .. ..c::. \t~ 

Fordiatrlct....... 752.790 711,972 ifenN ... a~ i .ij.- .... _ . .,j Ii _ CJ) ..... 
"'~.""l I\> ,-, i I -I ~ 
o ~ 8~ ;.~ J1 ~I i 'i ,,.., 1-1 
......... 0 ... tit (/) • B.. I V n 

I I ~ I I 1-1 
North Central ~ 'Sl 9' 9' ;. ; '~' , :'" C! 

Butler.... ......... 89.902 84,685 &'l 'tI0 '0 '0 '" _. I '-. I I CJ) t-t 
Cerro GQrdo........ 80,197 76,305 ... '" Ilo 0 0 -'-'-'r.:-i I -!~.-.'-.-. ~ 
Floyd.:............ 72,209 68,107 n &l'l '" ::l. Cl iii' I ;,' -'-',: 
Franklio........... 74,844 71.145 g c a.S' ~ 0 ;~,.-'- '-1-' ".-_' CJ) C! Hancock........... 68,289 63.194 ::r nO ::s n'O ! SI. I r ' c:: 
Humboldt.......... 38.619 36.451 I\> a.::S ..... u> ; • !. ,or < ~ 
K'?""uth............ 97.588 91.056 -g ··5···... j-'- '. i' ; M ..... Mitchell. . ......... 67.553 M.857 '0 u> ::s;r , '..... 
Winnehaso ........ · 49.333 46.197 II' OJ' n'" ... I I '. M 
Worth............. 57.079 53,57t ::l. no=--O' ~ I ,--I t-t 
Wright............. 61.560 56.759 0 g ~ .. ~ OJ' i I • ' c.o 

• • ....... '" u> II' . _ '-- - ,W ..... 
FordiatriCt ....... 757,173 712.327 ... ~::s"'II'a ,. i. t , .. n -~., 

=-- '" ... n (I) .",' ..... ,.., 

'" Iloiil a. '" .~"-'-' i' ~ i!. r " ~ •. ~g II' l!. ~l .-.- 5! ~I' '0 0 
I\> ::s Ilo(l) ... I\> ~ 'I ~. I < 
..... r+ .. 'CO C". ~I E ~ Z 

Northeast .'" if ~ 6;g II' I M 
AIlamakee.......... 155,626 160.596 I\> '" if ,,0<' I \ ::0 0 
Black Hawk........ 89.886 84,041 tIl)4 '" !::o' 
Bremer.... ........ 76.338 72.661 a::r til go <II 1 ii F'I 
Buchanan. • • • .. . .. . 101,490 96,360 '" ..... a E' ;:\ CJ) 1-1 
Chickasaw......... 90,265 87.737 era =-- •• 1\> ~ \ !'l ", ,.., 
Clayton............ 189,532 181.422 ::s '" .. (I) = _'-'_'_~_. ~_\ ~\ { ..... ' I 
Delaware........... 110,024 102.330 ~\. ~ ,., 
Dubuque........... 144.111 135.740 til ... ... i' \ ~ 0 
Fayetle............ 151.067 140,610 ... '" g I\> =-- . \. ':...1 t:I:2 
H~ward............. 91.847 84,417 ~ ri ::s (I) ~ \ _ • ...., \ '-'t \ 1> > 
WlDD •• lllek......... 142,860 141.199 !' Ilo ~ ~ '" ~ s\ . 

• • ...::Sllo", It .. " n n 
FordiatriCt ....... 1.343,046 1.287,113 :r::r I\> if ~~. \'" ~., ~ :0 ~ 

g ~::s (I) / \ \ \ '-i t.. ", til 
iJtI So Q. as)' 1.\ 1 i. - 1> 
po '0 C \ ~. ,...... i:<l.\ -
m~n ~. 1 

West Central ;. e!. ~ =-- f \ W, \",,,~ g 
Audubon........... 74.424 74,481 .. '" e; c .I .• -
Calhoun... ........ 50.331 45.717 ~ ... '0 
Carroll............. 76.311 73,210 " '0 0 
Crawford........... 114.824 114,255 ~ a Cl 1:1 
Greene ...... ,...... M.777 61,330 '" Ilo 0 (I) 

Guthrie............ 116.927 112,402 i:J c '0 ~ 
Harrison........... 90,256 94,866 &" ~ 
Ida................ 53,226 49.830 ;'0'0'" 
Monona............ 97,020 98,737 I:;'::S n 
Sac.... ............ 63,563 60,883 ~ 1:1_ 
Shelby ...... ,...... 82.743 79,988 0 OJ'II' S! 
Woodbury.......... 100.076 95.929 .... (1) '" n-'" 

For diatrkt....... 984,478 961,628 ;. ~ &'l II' 
'" I fI) (f,I 



Central 
Boone ••.••...•.... 
Da1Iu ••••••••••••• 
Grundy .•.•.•.••••. 
Hamilton •••••••••• 
Hardin ••••••••••••• 
Jasper ..•••••••.••• 
Marshall .••••...•.. 
Polk .•...••••.•.•.. 
Poweshi.k .••.•.••.• 
Story ..•••...•...•• 
Tama .•••.••.•••••• 
W.hater .•••.•••• 

For district .. 

East C.ntral 

74.263 
91.3R3 
69.732 
59.261 
74.320 

136.605 
85.021 
76.640 

109.812 
57.346 

128.927 
76.710 

1.040.020 

B.nton..... ..•.•.. 110.742 106.673 
C.dar.............. 110.299 104.903 
Clinton............ 135.529 128.544 
Iowa.... .......... 115.171 108.526 

r
ack.on.. .......... 193.087 185.565 
ohnson............ 130.098 122.515 
on................ 138.663 133.619 
inn............... 135.248 129.217 

Muscatin..... ...... 81.875 80.862 
Scott.............. 77.916 73.960 

For district... . . . . I 1"" --

Southwest 
Adair .......•...... 
Adams ............ . 
Cass ........•...... 
Fremont ........... . 
Mill .............. . 
Montgomery .... .. . 
Pag ............... . 
Pottawattamie ..... . 
Taylor ..•..•...... 

For district ..... . 

South Central 

113.655 
97.952 
98.900 
55.223 
59.011 
63.853 
92.946 

119.304 
116.069 

816.913 

~Iirk~~·.:::::::: l~:m 19~:ng 
Decatur............ 144.780 142.828 
Lucas.............. 112.444 112.209 
Madison ....... c... 142.884 142.189 
Marion............ 117.878 119.138 
Monroe... ......... 135.728 129.218 
Ringgold........... 129.249 126.829 
Union. . . . . . .. .. .. . 105.715 104.256 
Warren............ 129.388 126.420 
Wayne............. 123.517 119.319 

For district....... 1.400.660 1.375.754 

Southeast 
Davis ............. . 
Des Moines ....... . 
Henry ............ . 
Jefferson .......... . 
Xeokuk ........... . 
Lee ............... . 
Louisa ............ . 
Mahaska ......... .. 
Van Buren ........ . 
Wapello ........... . 
Washington ...•.•.. 

For district ...... . 

For state ........ . 

146.814 
92.542 

105.199 
108.590 
125.972 
137.608 
75.119 

112.348 
156.233 
104.723 

___ 1_ 121.361 

• cr· ~ '" "rtnn"" 
~g..~r~ ~~ 
"~g g § .... ~ 
., :::t' "8:::::; 
!:: ntorj ... ;i!N 
: os=. 
:1<1 rJ"::Io .... 
n Q. ........ n::S 

.., 
po 

'" a-
ri 
CIo .. 
:r 
Cl c: 
~ 
° a 

:r-.IO\"" 
Qln::s n 
;-;1 Er~ g 
n -'n 0:s 
~ 5'~~ ~ 
..,:1<1 ~ 3 g. 
~opo· ::I 
Er ~"d"O 
;: ~&~~. 
Cii"'< ~ ~ ::r 
r'D OJ :to II .... 

cr&g;;·;-
'On~(II .... "" 

~g;:~~~ 
C ~.O n (II 

~~~~ae: 
~:r'~ _.n 

~r:r .... """;::"" 
::rotD;S' ; 
tD .... e: ... 
_"d Q.~n n 
liQ'O ~.r'D fU ~ 
~a.~ ~ '< 
~ g " S. t-4:E .... ri ;r .... ~ 
~ a.e! ~ C;;.~ 
po po '" (II __ 't' n::t 

,,(11 $U 0-· 
~:sO(ll:sr:r 

riQ.;::~~~ 
-'s:: 't' n ;a. Q. 
::I::I 0po " 
~~~;::;.~ 
B"""PQ.~ 

;J :t.~ ~ 
tJoo·g ~ t;Cg 
su (0(11 n-"" 
S"~e:!'1~~ 
S·:s ::;:: ~ ~ 
.... t-4:r'Q.(II .... 

. " 0 ro n ~" 
tT:Il"'O' ::I 
(;"P'~ ~ .... Q. 

8 e.~ §'::I 
• e: su sa. ~ 

< ::I :r:r 
po CIo:;< 

;;'8 ~ ,... _·n::S .... >e-,... 
BnO"1 

~ Q.~ e. 
......n:s n ..,0 ° 
~ g.", § 
2" S·~ :t. 
""",nn 
nl"'~ 

-01 
s:> 
§ 

N 

~8 
o g 

o 
~ 

~ :c 
1"1 

~ 
1"1 

t;:l 

:> 
CIl 

trJ 
t::tI 
o 
o 
7': 

o 
'"%j 

...... 
o 
~ 
:> 

~ 



TABLE 81. IOWA. POTATOBl8. 

1932 1933 ------
Districts and BUlheIs Bushel. 

counties per Total per 
Acrea acre bUlhell Acrea acre ------

th ..... t 
uena Vllta .••.. 516 142 73,272 606 92 
heroUe ••••••• 681 91 61,971 749 70 

~~::::::: 342 137 46,854 366 112 
461 89 41,029 428 77 

mmet ••••.••. 582 117 68,094 867 95 

rB~~::::::::: 
1,035 118 122,130 1,044 95 

668 100 66,800 695 95 
!Ceol •.......•. 656 92 60,352 648 98 
aIo Alto .•.••.. 294 92 27,048 451 113 
lymouth ••.•••• 952 91 86,632 1,093 68 
ocahontaa •••••• 240 104 24,960 264 79 
.ou ........... 915 109 99,735 1,003 98 

For district •••• 7,342 106.1 778,877 8,21' 90 

th Central 
uller •••.•••••• 689 110 75,790 779 49 
erro Gordo ••••. 602 105 63,210 644 48 
loyd .••••••••• 479 99 47,421 534 73 
ranklin •••••••• 870 123 107,010 853 62 
ancock .•••••.. 1,445 94 135,830 2,184 129 
umboldt ••••••• 229 80 18,320 1,262 100 
ooautb ••••••.. 901 145 130,645 1,110 125 
[itcheD •••••••. 1,502 87 130,674 1,372 60 
'innebaso ••••• • 418 132 55,176 458 84 
'orth ..•••••••. 704 98 68,992 546 68 
'richt ......... 443 103 45,629 524 85 

For district .••• 8,282 106.1 878,697 9,266 87 

theast 
llamakee ...... 759 113 85,767 832 65 
lack Hawk ••••• 518 137 70,966 454 50 
remer ..•••.•.. 758 145 109,910 722 70 
uchanan ....... 414 118 48,852 370 44 
bickaaaw ...... 334 80 26,720 296 37 
layton ......... 1,307 99 129,393 1,290 58 
elaware ....•. . 538 115 61,870 584 45 
ubuque ....... 1,429 78 111,462 1,604 50 
ayetle ........ . 857 120 102,840 965 61 
award ......... 342 84 28,728 358 42 
'inneahiek ..... 730 96 70,080 770 53 ---
For district .... 7,986 106.0 846,588 8,245 55 

it Central 
udubon ........ 456 89 40,584 495 82 
alhoun ........ 162 113 18,306 120 102 
arroD ......... 1,076 113 121,588 1,094 107 
rawford •••.••. 763 110 83,930 905 57 
reene ... ...... 161 145 23,345 166 127 
uthrie ......... 215 115 24,725 304 65 
arrison •••.... . 504 106 53,424 680 47 
la ............. 368 85 31,280 454 71 
[onoDa •••• 0 ••• 562 113 63,506 709 64 
le ............. . 650 85 55,250 713 104 
~ .......... 796 126 100,296 847 62 
, bury ...... 1,255 96 120,480 1,400 44 

I-------- ------
For district .... 6,968 105.7 736,714 7,957 71 

Ira\ 
oone ....••.... 199 107 21,293 146 61 . 
.u.. .......... 188 106 19,928 195 51 
rundy ......... 1,051 109 114,559 954 72 
Junilton ••••••. 429 106 45,474 468 84 
Ardin ......... 422 129 54,438 413 59 
.. per .......... 156 123 19,188 147 50 
1..r.baIJ ........ 361 109 39,349 423 58 
olk ............ 350 103 36,050 415 42 
aw .. hiek ...... 288 130 37,440 289 53 
tory ........... 86 103 8,858 120 45 
&111& .......... 729 96 69,984 686 59 
I.bater ........ 2\0 95 19,950 328 77 

Cen 

t-- -------------
For district. , •• 4,469 108.9 486,511 4,584 63 

----
Total 

bUlhels ----
55,752 
52,430 
40,992 
32,956 
82,365 
99,180 
66,025 
63,504 
SO,963 
74,324 
20,856 
98,294 

737,641 

38,171 
30,912 
38,982 
52,886 

281,736 
26,200 

138,750 
82,320 
38,472 
37,128 
44,540 

810,097 

54,080 
22,700 
50,540 
16,280 
10,952 
74,820 
26,280 
80,200 
58,865 
15,036 
40,810 

450,563 

40,590 
19,380 

117,058 
51,585 
21,082 
19,760 
31,960 
32,234 
45,376 
74,152 
52,514 
61,600 ----

567,291 

8,906 
9,945 

68,688 
39,312 
24,367 

7,350 
24,534 
17,430 
15,317 
5,400 

40,474 
25,256 ----

286,979 
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uat CeDIDl 
BeulGll ••• , ..... 

~~::::::::: 
Iowa .••••.••••. 

t~!·:::::::~ 
«?Det ••••••••••• 

M~·tiDe:::::: 
Scott ••...•.•••. 

For district .... 

South .... t 
Adair ••••••••••• 
Adams .......... 
Can ............ 
Fremont .•..•.•• 
Milia ........... 
Montaom.ry ..•• 

~~:"w~i~.: : 
. Taylor .......... 

For district •••• 

South Ceutral 

~c:;~:~:::::: 
Decatur •••••••. 
Lucaa ••••••.• 0. 
Madison ........ 
Marion ••••••••• 
Monroe ••••••••• 
Rinagold •••••••• 
Union •••••••••• 
Warren .•••••• ,. 
Wayn .......... 

For district .... 

South ... t 
Davis ....•••••• 
Del Moines ••••• 
H.nry .•....••• , 
{tfferaon •••••••• 

.okuk ......... 
Lee ............ 
Louisa .......... 
Maha.ka .••••••. 
VanBuren ...... 
Wapello ........ 
Washinaton ..... 

For district •••• 

Forstate ...... 

g~gf~f». 
Q ... ·a!jaEl~ 
0-[0 a g.; Qii' 
~m:rllO~" 
1!.,:~01O" 
l"i:l!!l' ..... ~ 

illli~ 'lI-~·Ii·- ,",-" 
0"'1' 10 IT .~ 
~S'Ot .... 0 g DO 

m ... E[,9 ~ca ~~ 
• 0 13 ~ to 

.. ~~;.d'g 0-1 
'glOrl~l!;IS'8° 
,,& ... e S' ; 
g"'d 9,g III ~r-
~=3'd" 
21~·i'5 
:;~ l~e-. 
ell en ..... 
~!" cn,...E:I tt 

~r;'i ~~ i· ""',,,,,, 

504 132 
251 174 
419 99 
653 160 
716 127 
405 128 
455 83 
881 118 
528 113 

1,133 115 

5,945 122.9 

183 107 
101 1" 
648 121 
110 115 
363 102 
195 117 
418 119 

1,580 111 
258 101 

3,856 112.3 

78 109 
49 109 

129 101 
44 101 

180 103 
129 74 

14 95 
58 113 

102 95 
276 107 
20 91 

1,079 100.4 

72 128 
502 104 
47 112 

109 103 
235 124 
597 111 
234 122 
218 119 
113 123 
248 117 
259 101 

2,634 112.7 

48,561 109.1 

66,528 
43,674 
41,481 

104,480 
90,932 
51,840 
37,765 

103,958 
59,664 

130,295 

730,617 

19,581 
11,514 
78,408 
12,650 
37,026 
22,815 
49.742 

175.380 
26.058 

433,174 

8,502 
5.341 

13,029 
4,444 

18,540 
9,546 
1,330 
6,554 
9,690 

29,532 
1,820 

108,328 

9,216 
52,208 
5,264 

11,227 
29,140 
66,267 
28,548 
25,942 
13,899 
29,016 
26,159 

296,886 

5,296,392 

467 53 24,7 
212 98 20,7 
334 61 20,3 
580 45 26,S 
798 76 60,6 
513 59 30,2 
512 44 22,S 
641 56 35,8 
552 40 22,~ 

1.077 59 63,S 

5,695 57 327,3 

307 44 13,5 
111 49 5,4 
753 59 44.4 
145 45 6.5 
494 62 30.6 
175 52 9.1 
478 38 18,1 

1,833 59 108,1 
289 42 12,1 

4,585 54 248,( 

71 61 4.J 
57 40 2,2 
76 61 ',6 
58 40 2.3 

308 56 17.2 
154 38 5,! 
16 60 ! 
63 67 4,2 

274 46 12,1 
398 46 18,3 

14 60 ! ---------
1,489 49 73,1 

55 32 1,7 
533 31 16,~ 
II 40 4 
94 51 4,1 

229 53 12,1 
509 58 29t~ 
269 36 9,( 
244 52 12,( 

74 39 2,1 
256 29 7 ,~ 
271 43 11,( 

2,545 43 109t~ 

52,580 69 3,611,1 
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TABLE 62. IOWA APPLES. 

Districts and 
counties 

Northwest 

1932 1933 

Total bushels I Total bushels 
harvested harvested 

Buena VISta....... . 160 202 
Cherokee........... 2,028 112 
Clay........ ... ... . 4,625 199 
Dickinson.......... 1,059 776 
Emmet ..... . . . . . . . 329 265 
Lyon.............. 2,686 457 
O'Brien............ 4,277 2,369 
Osceola..... ....... 2,871 339 
PaloAlto.......... 1,118 284 
Plymouth.......... 2,273 1,765 
Pocahontas.. . . . . . . . 90 6 
Sioux.............. 2,848 241 

For district ...... . 24,364 7,015 

North Central 
Butler.. ..... ...... 1,578 1,738 
Cerro Gordo........ 260 3,701 
Floyd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 252 139 
Franklin. . . . . . . . . . . 802 886 
Hancock. . . . . . . . . . . 707 1 ,865 
Humboldt...... .... 1,045 5J9 
Kossuth............ 1,649 2,107 
Mitchell........... 510 737 
Winnebago. . .. .... . 238 1,498 
Worth............. 751 1,380 
Wright.... . . . . . . . . . 250 2 

For district ..... , . 8,042 14,592 

Northeaat 
Allamakee........... 3,067 987 
Black Hawk........ 3,536 1,949 
Bremer.... ........ 3,784 1,859 
Buchanan.......... 4,276 1,867 
Chickasaw......... 1,217 356 
Clayton............ 7,569 2,901 
Delaware........... 8,792 1,879 
Dubuque. . . . . . . . . . . 12,263 4,076 
Fayette............ 5,832 2,851 
Howard..... .. ..... 700 326 
Winneshiek ....... ,. 8,544 1,675 

Fordistrict....... 59,580 20,726 

West Central 
Audubon........... 2,788 2,557 
Calhoun. . . ........ 354 313 
Carroll...... .. ... .. 395 180 
Crawford..... ...... 432 398 
Greene. . . . . . . . • . . . . 95 116 
Guthrie. . . . . . . . . . . . 593 1,706 
Harrison. . . . . . . . . . . 48,753 36,951 
Ida................ 734 246 
Monona............ 1,695 1,087 
Sac... ...... ....... ..... 76 

~:~;.-rY:.:::::::: 8,m dgg 
For district....... 64,822 46,736 
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II a. ... 
"'c" 
~n::l'" 

Central (A g.g,~' 
Boone ..........••• 3,232 2,329 ~~IUt-6 Dallas ............. 5,067 4,092 "'f,ft:So Grundy ............ 1,105 914 ..... CO 
Hamilton .......... 1,662 960 

0'" _ •• 

Hardin ............. 2,293 2,807 Cc 3 
La::hati:::::::::: : 6,079 3,026 li,"''8> 

3,461 932 -'0'" '0 
Polk ............... 45,891 24,386 ~ .... ;'E. 
Pow .. hi.k ..•..•.... 3,497 3,164 ... ::1" 
Story .............. 3,774 1,536 ... :r"~ 

~et::~~·:.::::::::: : 5,455 1,773 ;" ;-a 
1,912 299 _~nQ. 

~~ ... c 
For district .•.. ," 83,428 46,218 ..,,..°n oq,,",... 

".. --East C.ntral tot cr-5' O 

~~:~: ... :::::::::: 9,241 3,592 c ::I 
3,334 2,505 £. .... ;.;. 

C~nton ............ 2,093 1,323 -· ... ·n 
"::I .... 

l~~~;,:::::::::::: 6,665 5,789 
II> '" 0 5,310 1,873 0;'3 ~ ~ • • : I E 

"' 
01 ohnson ..•..••.•••. 7,261 7,840 • • it---""l .... n ... • C_ C?nea .......•...... 1,905 572 I I I i ~O ~~~~~~~:.::::: :::: 9,677 2,722 

~ 0 --- ttl 5,016 8,577 "t:) _.,.....: • • 
11,025 11,332 .. ...,,3 0 

.1 ( . ( 0 P~ > II> 'C!~ . 
For district ...•.•• 61,527 46,125 e: ;-g,p " g -CIt CJl 

"3~;' ~I 
p • ~i'--'I ; I . I ~%J> tTl Southwest 0 £ Adair .............. 'OtunI'D c ~ W~"'O ttl 1,836 3,102 d'O!D~ • I.' . i • Adams ............. 229 2,916 I :u"'O C .................. 850 1,677 ""'" ... ~ e • i <r 0 c::r 0 Fremont •.......... 16,801 10,360 no"" l ~~ • ~- I"IITI 0 Mills .............. 2,834 4,711 ~~ [ ! ; ~ t · C 

0 ~(J) Montgomery ....... 186 764 · .~ ; S . 
~ Page ............... 2,424 6,408 5' .. cr I ~ • I 

. ; 
1"1 Pottawattam.ie .•.... 2,468 5,215 .. ~ = • $ 

I 8 0 Taylor .............. 1,696 8,136 IU,... _. • · ~ • 0 ~3 '" ~l I 
I ~ il • For district ....•.. 29,324 43,289 0 ~: ~ '"lj "0 - -South Central =~ n 

~~~'.:::::::: 901 10,707 "0 0 
~ ~ ~ i I ...... 

1,021 1,838 li,- 3 i_I • • " 
. 

0 Decatur ............ 3,021 9,077 ... 3 

II 
i! ~ i Lucas .......•...... 5,678 7,270 "'::r .. p ~ 

~ 
0 .. • • 

~=:~::::::::::: 14,546 13,391 a., ... 
E • • ~ i n 

5,221 3,072 ::r'O [ I = > ~~~~':,ici:::::::::: : 3,369 7,188 , , ~ ~ ! 
477 2,826 

Union ............. 667 5,564 ... ., .. 
Warren ............ 14,903 8,244 ::r ...... 
Wayne .•........... SO 1,046 tJ" .. = 

For district ....... 49,854 70,223 !! :.~P' 1U:s ..... ;: 
Southeast ......... (t", 

::S:::r".., (I) 

Davis ............•• 298 3,623 ... '" Des Moines ........ 6,892 15,265 .,=.,~ 
Henry .... o •••••••• 3,699 12,268 g:~~g-
f(fferson ........... 1,018 6,626 n ..... 't:) .., 

eokuk ............ 3.928 8,538 O\:::r"""'n 
Lee ................ 6,571 14,987 N .... • .., p..,.... 
Louisa ........... ,. 3,510 8,458 = ... ::r Mahaska ........... 5,524 8,719 .,0" 
Van Buren ......... 30,065 27,625 &~~ .:.~~e Wapello ............ 7,689 13,255 ... _. 
Washington .....•.. 8,939 17,756 ~ 5.3 ..... ., "0 

For district ....... 78,133 137,120 ~~ g- O ..... o tit - I\) 
Forstate ......... 459,074 432,044 "'0., ..... ""0 ,0 g = ""= ., c "" CO 0 

.,n ::I 0 0 a u ..... 
I'D ::r.en a. 0 a 0 0 
~ g g. 10 W , 
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CHAPTER IV. IOWA FARM REAL ESTATE 

I ow A is unsurpassed by any 
state in the quality and extent 
of cultivated land. It presents 

mainly a friable black loam. It is 
easily tiled where necessary, is in 
the main free ,\from stumps and 
stones, and requires little commer
cial fertilizer. It has two main 
types of soil; the glacial drift or ice
formed and the loess or wind-blown. 
There is relatively little waste land 
in the state. 

With remarkable fertility and a 
steady and sufficient rainfall, the 
state has for many years been among 
the first in value of products derived 
exclusively from the soil. 

The total number of farms in the 
state in 1935 was 221,986 as com
pared with 214,928 in 1930, an in
crease in 5 years of 7,058. The num
ber of farms increased probably be
cause many families lost their means 
of support during the depression and 
moved to small acreages around the 
cities, 

There was a slight increase from 
1925 to 1935 in the acreage in farms. 
In 1935 the total acreage in farms 
was 34,019,332, while in 1925 it was 
33,280,813. About 96 percent of the 
total area of Iowa is in farms, and 
about 79 percent of the area in farms 
is in land available for crops. The 
average acreage per farm in 1935 
was 154.8 acres. 

Only 39.2 percent of Iowa's farms 
were being operated by full owners 
in January 1935, 10.5 by part own
ers and, with the exception of a few 
being operated by professional farm 
managers, all the rest were in the 
hands of tenants. 

Ownership of the Land 

Although individuals still own 
89.9 percent of the farm land in 
Iowa, the acquiring of land by cor
porations is important. Corporate
owned land represents ownership 
tragedies. It means, in most cases, 
that some individual was unable to 
meet interest and principal payments 
and lost the land. Prior to 1929 the 
acreage owned by corporations was 
negligible. In 6 years corporations 
have acquired about 10 percent of 
the land in Iowa. In other words, 
out of the 99 counties in Iowa, the 

PERCENTAGE or TOTAL fARM LAND 
OPERATED BY TENANTS. 1933 

DBYSJI~ 

Fig. 109 shows the variations in the different counties in tenancy in Iowa. 
Emmet County with 7S percent tenancy in 1933 was highest. Dubuque County 
with 33 percent tenancy had the lowest. 

Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta. Bull. No. 328, W. G. Murray and W. O. Brown. 

equivalent of 10 of them, as of Jan. 
1,1935, were owned by corporations. 

Of particular interest is the tem
porary character of corporate own
ership. Since the main business of 
lending companies is insurance, 
banking and making farm loans, the 
farms they have acquired represent 
a side issue. It is reasonable to ex
pect, therefore, that these companies 
will be interested in selling their 
farms rather than operating them. 

While 10 percent of the land is 
corporate-owned, there is a striking 
lack of uniformity in the location 
of the holdings. In fig. 112, which 
shows the percentage of each 
township in the state, three areas 
of heavy concentration are evi
dent. One is the south central 
part of the state, another is in 
north central Iowa, and the third 
a small area in western Iowa. 

Numerous reasons can be ad
vanced for the unusually large cor
porate holdings in some areas and 
the comparative absence of holdings 
in others. Of first importance, in all 
probability, is the tendency of loan 
agencies to overvalue and overloan 
on the less productive land and to 
undervalue and loan conservatively 

on the more productive land. An
other reason accounting for the loca
tion of corporate holdings is that in 
some sections the corporations 

DE.POSIT 

eOLLE.GE.5 ,.. 
Mise 

LAND HOLDINGS OF' 
CORPORATIONS IN IOWA 

PE'.2.CE'.NT 

Fig. 110. Insurance companies have 
acquired large blocks of farm land in 
Iowa since September, 1933. when their 
holdings were already high. Other 
types of corporations have not changed 
their holdings much. 
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the opportun~ 
a part of their 

In late 192( 
products again turneQ~ 
and this decline was reflec~ 
other considerable drop in la1 
ues in 1930. In 1931 the pr 
farm products fell ·even mOl 
in 1930, and this again resultea In a ' 
drop in land values. In 1932 and 
1933 the prices of farm products 
continued their descent, and land 
values moved downward with them. 

Fig. 111. As can be seen on the map, Cedar County had the highest average 
land value in 1934. Land values 'varied considerably from county to county but 
generally the lowest values were found in the southern part of Iowa. 

In 1934 land values are reported 
at $80 per acre .as compared with $65 
in· 1933. This rise over 1933 values 
may be attributed to the higher farm 
products prices of late 1933 and 
early 1934. But it may also be partly 
due to the fact that owners of farm 
land did not then value their money 
at as high a rate as before, since the 
rate of return on alternative invest
ments was down. Interest rates 
have gone down in the last few years 
and farm owners know that they can-

Data in table 68. 

loaned less than in other sections. 
Among other factors which account 
for the variations in corporate hold
ings are unusually heavy or light 
taxes. Where heavy taxes have 
been levied, corporate holdings have 
tended to be larger. 

Insurance companies rank first 
among the corporate groups holding 
Iowa farm land. On Jan. 1. 1935, 
they held over half of the corporate
owned land. Deposit banks are sec
ond largest in land holdings. 

Land Values and Cash Rentals 

The trends of land values and cash 
rentals in Iowa for the years 1912-
1934 are shown in fig. 117. 

Land values and cash rentals both 
moved steadily upward from 1912 to. 
1919, increasing at an average rate 
of about 10 percent each year. In 
other words, during these years the 
rise in the value of land alone was 
equivalent to 10 percent annual in
come on the investment. From 1919 
to 1920 the per acre value rose from 
$192 to $255, an increase of 33 per- . 
cent. This was during the period 
of the boom. 

During 1921 values dropped 10 
percent and in the following year, 
.1922, they dropped 17 percent. 
From then to 1929 hmd values de-

e1ined at the rate of about 50 per
cent per year. The year 1929 
marked the end of the first post-war 
period of land value liquidation. 

There were probably many land
owners in 1929 who preferred to ac
cept a low rate of return on their 
farm investment rather than offer 
their farms for sale at the level of 

IOWA CASH RENTS 
1934 

DOI"·r~~~~:IC9r: 
Z.oot02.99 
3.00 to J.,t;J 

. 4.00104.99 

.5.00105.91) 

6.00 to 6.~9 

Fig. 112. Cedar County had the highest cash rentals in Iowa in 1934. In 
general,. the lowest rents were paid in the southern part of Iowa. 

Data in table 68. . 
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TABLE 63. NUMBER, VALUE, ACREAGE AND USE OF IOWA FARMS, 1935. 

Operated by: 
Number Total value Average Value 
of farms FUUown .... Part owners Managers Tenants of farms value per acre 

221,986 86,951 23,301 1,583 110,151 ,2,462,312,600 '11,092 '71.66 

2,182 792 220 14 1,156 $20,735,646 $9,503 57.78 
1,637 664 183 9 781 15,474,315 9,453 58.85 
2,128 1,084 269 12 763 14,529,729 6,82~ 38.81 
2,304 1,031 322 12 939 9,265,128 4,021 28.97 
1,879 696 162 9 1,012 22,498,825 11,974 79.70 
2,680 924 341 23 1,392 39,331,684 14,676 88.19 
2,465 995 237 17 1,216 27,564,624 11,182 81.34 
2,567 914 338 27 1,288 31,388,508 12,228 90.85 
2,090 928 199 9 954 20,952,775 10,025 77.83 
2,435 826 225 21 1,363 20,180,253 8,288 57.03 

2,179 721 230 17 1,211 34,436,441 15,804 95.23 
2,277 715 238 11 1,313 23,925,702 10,508 67.65 
2,174 756 241 13 1,164 35,091,266 16,141 98.48 
2,152 850 201 16 1,085 35,388,648 16,445 99.16 
2,243 859 217 17 1,150 25,848,842 11 ,524 73.82 
2,264 942 166 21 1,135 30,812,178 13,610 87.83 
2,048 623 185 23 1,217 23,871,255 11,656 68.51 
1,903 553 171 18 1,161 32,599,999 17,131 89.94 
2,1OS 822 298 7 978 15,527,103 7,376 49.98 
1,556 561 127 11 857 9,685,271 6,224 36.62 

1,790 545 202 14 1,029 29,255,886 16,3« 84.78 
3,058 1,605 313 20 1,120 28,913,879 9,455 62.33 
2,802 1,291 197 32 1,282 31,055,053 11,083 74.45 
2,595 1,014 264 8 1,309 33,921,455 13,072 75.84 
2,468 956 288 15 1,209 30,737,815 12,455 83.98 
1,978 935 253 23 767 9,291,200 4,697 30.18 
2,088 777 201 18 1,092 10,731,083 5,139 32.27 
2,345 920 186 16 1,223 22,143,197 9,443 62.92 
1,894 914 266 16 698 15,918,059 8,_ 64.73 
1,290 338 124 17 811 16,221,785 12 ,575 69.07 

2,482 1,396 279 .15 792 24,644,469 9,929 67.40 
1,315 368 106 15 826 17 ,583,131 13,371 71.52 
3,195 1,265 385 9 1,536 23,776,093 7,442 52.93 
1,954 725 259 17 953 18,321,089 9,376 59.51 
2,154 730 206 18 1,200 30,028,424 13,941 82.72 
1,871 844 216 23 788 25,631,645 13,699 82.34 
2,127 625 229 9 1,264 32,803,_ 15,423 91.98 
1,826 692 149 11 974 28,215,536 15,452 89.09 
2,524 1,022 227 16 1,257 22,696,923 8,992 61.33 
2,263 798 219 20 1,226 32,027,670 14,153 88.17 

2,035 660 175 9 1,191 28,118,064 13,817 79.60 
2,239 820 188 12 1,219 29,833,678 13,325 85.02 
2,942 1,037 278 9 1,618 29,911,319 10,167 69.99 
2,060 894 248 21 897 19,197,460 9,319 73.49 
1,775 649 253 14 859 14,266,077 8,037 48.62 
1,533 552 165 17 799 24,203,061 15,788 87.68 
1,453 .400 93 10 950 22,556,823 15,524 82.47 
2,247 925 2SO 27 1,045 22,669,764 10,089 61. 75 
2,208 1,312 150 8 738 17 ,940,697 8,125 47.23 
3,125 1,273 310 26 1,516 30,058,859 9,619 66.37 

1,898 841 232 IS 810 13,479,323 7,102 51.35 
2,566 1,239 323 17 987 26,307,771 10,252 71.56 
2,222 1,011 180 24 1,007 24,181,114 10,883 69.27 
2,703 1,203 397 17 1,086 21,286,060 7,875 59.36 
3,153 895 314 25 1,919 51,016,475 16,180 84A7 
2,186 1,262 311 10 603 14,981,497 6,853 SO.56 
3,848 2,127 354 21 1,346 35,269,462 9,166 83.27 
1,460 536 159 9 756 13,260,789 9,083 56.88 
1,730 703 274 13 740 9,127,675 5,276 34.52 
1,885 511 94 II 1,268 31,124,710 16,511 85.44 

2,238 862 274 7 1,095 18,739,233 8,373 54.09 
2,~53 1,181 270 17 1,385 23,431.473 8,213 66.71 
2,476 1,001 276 15 1,184 17 ,125,197 6,916 49.38 
2,401 873 242 22 1,264 29,177 ,lOS 12,152 81. 70 
1,663 656 165 13 829 23,101,786 !J,892 - 87.26 
1,797 710 253 6 818 19,219,574 10,695 66.79 
2,182 704 2.19 32 1,207 27,373,323 ll,545 65.62 
1,768 862 220' 6 680 7,976,092 4,511 30.44 
1,677 607 146 19 905 21,824,564 !J,014 82.41 
1,852 740 182 18 912 18,300,804 9,882 72.86 

2,006 612 192 6 1,196 34,785,030 17,340 98.27 
1,3\7 318 101 7 881 20,110,791 15,270 80.03 
2,299 920 270 17 1,092 27,817 ,043 12,100 81.84 
1,947 561 169 12 1.20S. 25,556,296 !J,126 72.35 
2,881 922 314 12 1.633 43,191,944 14,992 80.02 
2,094 650 204 9 1,231 36.044,474 17 ,213 99.24 
3,351 1,545 370 26 1,410 31,234,152 9,321 94.64 
4,205 1,754 437 39 1,975 54,375,800 12,931 92.74 
2,263 90S 218 18 1,122 24,726,144 10,926 68.66 
2,033 677 257 !J 1,086 12,567,574 6,182 37.99 

1,995 709 186 14 1,086 35,455,259 17,772 98.67 
2,379 1,087 186 16 1,090 28,616,068 12,033 103.90 
2,186 865 190 10 1,121 33,367,098 15,264 90.11 
3,037 978 290 11 1,758 50,482,675 16,623 105.47 
2,403 817 220 18 1,348 31,540,408 !J,1l5 89.46 

Acres 
in farms 

34,359,152 

358,856 
262,966 
374,392 
319,861 
282,293 
445,992 
338,878 
345,502 
269,205 
353,850 

361,611 
353,672 
3.16,342 
356,888 
350,174 
350,800 
348,436 
362,476 
310,684 
264,459 

345,095 
463,850 
417,151 
447,260 
366,013 
307,876 
332,549 
351,921 
245,913 
234,877 

365,630 
245,861 
449,222 
307,851 
363,015 
311,286 
356,653 
316,725 
370,053 
363,229 

353,263 
3SO,_ 
427,3« 
261,228 
293,422 
276,029 
273,499 
367,146 
379,873 
452,885 

262,504 
367,644 
349,072 
358,590 
603,983 
296,338 
423,576 
233,156 
264,380 
364,282 

346,468 
351,254 
346,771 
357,113 
264,758 
287,767 
417,119 
262,OS9 
264,830 
251,192 

353,961 
251,306 
339,876 
353,228 
539,772 
363,198 
330,018 
586,294 
360,146 
330,816 

' 359,319 
275,526 
370,310 
478,637 
352,551 

Avera 
acrea 

per far 

154.8 

164.5 
160.6 
175.9 
138.8 
150.2 
166.4 
137.5 
134.6 
128.8 
145.3 

166.0 
155.3 
163.9 
165.8 
156.1 
154.9 
170.1 
190.5 
147.6 
170.0 

192.8 
151.7 
148.9 
172.4 
148.3 
156.7 
159.3 
ISO. I 
129.8 
182.1 

147.3 
187.0 
140.6 
157.5 
168.5 
166.4 
167.7 
173.5 
146.6 
160.5 

173.6 
156.7 
145.3 
126. 
165. 

8 
3 

180.1 
188.2 
163. 
172. 
144. 

138. 
143. 

4 
o 
9 

3 
3 

157.1 
132. 
191. 
135. 

7 
6 
6 

110.1 
159. 
152. 
193. 

154. 
123. 
140. 
148. 
159. 

7 
8 
3 

8 
1 
1 
7 
2 

160.1 
191. 
148. 
157. 
135. 

176. 
190. 
14L 
181. 
187. 
173. 
98. 

139. 
159. 
162. 

180 
115. 
169. 

2 
2 
9 
6 

5 
8 
8 
4 
4 
4 
5 
4 
I 
7 

157. 

I 
8 
4 
6 
7 146. 
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TABLE 63. NUMBER, VALUE, ACREAGE AND USE OF IOWA FARMS, 1935-Oontinued 

Number 
Operated by: 

Total value Average Value Acres .. 
of I ...... Full ......... Part owners Managers Tenants of farms value per BOre in farms per 

Tama .••........•••........ 2,781 1,101 320 28 1,332 33,394,494 12,008 74.81 446,384 160. 
Taylor .•••.....•.• , ........ 2,295 838 226 26 1,205 18,284,437 7,967 54.03 338,404 147." 
UnioD ...................... 1,662 613 168 11 870 12,518,415 7,532 47.48 263,636 158.6 
Vaa BURD ................. 1,945 870 249 17 809 9,200,282 4,730 31.13 295,516 151.9 
W_Ilo .................... 2,123 931 262 15 915 12,936,820 6,094 50.12 258,131 121.6 

W.,..." .................... 2,623 1,114 351 14 1,144 18,121,050 6,909 51.84 349,568 133.3 

~i!-~:.:.::::::::::::::: 2,452 1,059 292 13 1,088 27,571,340 11,244 80.32 343,283 140.0 
1,938 679 234 16 1,009 12,110,368 6,240 37.26 324,996 167.7 
2,799 936 297 14 1,552 38,632,176 13,802 88.18 438,116 156.5 

\\'innebaa'o ..•.............. 1,753 610 173 11 959 18,543,273 10,578 73.70 251,611 143.5 
Winnesbiek ................. 2,933 1,516 376 8 1,033 25,427,160 8,669 59.54 427,055 145.6 
Woodbury ....... ........... 3,334 1,180 270 48 1,836 39,054,926 11,714 73.38 532,261 159.6 
Worth ..................... 1,491 532 154 16 789 15,780,724 10,584 63.52 248,425 166.6 
Wright .... .' ............ , .,. 1,_ 580 171 8 1,240 32,770,018 16,393 91.28 358,988 179.6 

TABLE 63, NUMBER, VALUE, ACREAGE AND USE OF IOWA FARMS, 1935-Oontinued 

State ... .................... 
Adair ....................... 
AdamlI ...................... 
AJlamak~ ................... 
AppanlOOlle ••••.......••.••••. 
Audubon .................... 
Benton ...................... 
Black Hawk ................. 
Boone .....................•. 
Bremer ...................... 
Bucbanaa ................... 

Burna \'iata ................. 
Buller ...................... 
Calhoun ..................... 
Carroll ............... , ••.... 
Ca.'t6 .••••••......••..••••••• 
Ced.r ....................... 
Cerro Gordo ................. 
Chtrokee .................... 
Chickaaaw ................... 
Clarke ...................... 

CI.y ........................ 
Clayton ..................... 
Clinton ..................•.. 
Crawford .................... 
Dall ........................ 
Davia ....................... 
Decatur ...................•. 
Delaware .........•.......... 
Des Moines .................. 
Dic.kiDIOD .........•.•...••.. 

Dubuque .................... 
Emmrt ...................... 
Fayrtte .......... : ........•. 
Floyd ........................ 
Franklin .................... 
Fremont .................... 
Greene ...................... 
Grundy .............•.••.... 
Guthrie ...............••.... 
Hamilton .................... 

Hancock ..................•. 
Hardin ...................... 
Harrison .................... 
Henry ...................... 
Howard ..................... 
Humboldt ................... 
Ida ......................... 
Iowa .................••..... 

J:::~::: :::::::::: :::::::: 
~tJtfIOn .................... 

OhIl5OD ••••••••••••••••••••• 
onrs .••.........•.....•.... 
eokuk ..................... 

Kossutb ................... ,. 
......................... 
D •.•••••••••••••••••••••• 

Lee 
Lin 
Lo 
L 
L 

uisa ..............•.•.•... 
ucas •••••••..•.•.•••..••••. 
yon ...................•.•. 

Crop land Land avaliable 
harveated for crops 

18,925,893 26,984,111 

171,543 300,703 
104,883 210,439 
134,517 195,146 
111,755 223,424 
157,421 251,054 
262,349 356,485 
203,340 263,856 
228,210 279,774 
164,592 200,592 
205,895 255,514 

258,576 312,525 
222,085 266,185 
264,943 326,572 
233,794 308,947 
179,457 314,902 
186,600 289.861 
228,258 278,881 
243,755 275,864 
178,016 222,486 
89,626 177 ,554 

238,352 289,414 
194,902 290,175 
224.258 353,951 
259,009 387,113 
198,357 278,268 
98,289 214,197 

111,554 250,323 
199,437 264,919 
109.658 162,560 
160,793 204,588 

171,671 247,324 
171,677 211,762 
235,413 308,181 
192,852 243,172 
246,134 303,183 
175,373 265,741 
248,201 297,822 
204,248 257,423 
179,402 283,492 
258,714 320,816 

245,732 313,773 
232,636 284,102 
241,429 346,312 
119,409 175,076 
157,403 222,489 
199,291 246,372 
181,965 238,457 
138,850 288,919 
141,110 231,524 
211,852 336,087 

109,772 175,828 
167,353 290,577 
161,461 264,733 
145,570 254,241 
440,081 535,830 
121,850 179,426 
225,785 308,836 
104,385 166,279 
92,494 179,028 

267,355 314,799 

Woodland All other land 
Plowable pasture Woodlaud pasture Otber pasture. not pastured in farms 

5,769,836 2,060,105 3,237,612 252,139 1,825,185 

107,274 9,208 29,401 1,234 18,310 
73,902 12,437 24,647 980 14,463 
51,476 115,503 35,908 12,355 15,480 
94,196 43,859 36,936 1,817 13,825 
78,542 4,113 11,515 678 14,933 
69,990 18,089 45,185 2,655 23,578 
43,191 16,665 36,665 1,685 20,007 
32,022 27,834 17 ,122 2,283 18,489 
31,848 13,423 38,319 1,699 15,172 
32,702 15,728 62,298 2,270 18,040 

32,985 5,333 21,476 623 21,654 
32,679 12,255 52,901 2,485 19,846 
42,717 2,250 7,921 246 19,353 
61,089 5,480 20,251 1,165 21,045 

112,285 9,918 6,751 1,353 17 ,250 
83,847 20,087 21,442 2,615 16,795 
37,592 5,023 43,468 559 20,505 
17 ,549 5,785 58,159 2,485 20,183 
34,529 12,986 57,436 1,778 15,998 
48,245 24,934 46,834 2,607 12,530 

36,255 5,708 28,466 905 20,602 
81,487 83,265 55,354 15,126 19,930 

108,307 17,124 23,444 4,240 18,392 
103,764 13,893 21,353 689 24,212 
38,203 31,657 33,066 1,787 21,235 
87,965 39,593 38,802 2,430 12,854 

109,191 41,192 19,882 2,360 18,792 
56,652 21,819 45,351 2,694 17,138 
28,419 33,653 36,053 2,171 11,476 
32,224 1,834 14,896 844 12,715 

59,919 47 ,529 44,292 8,085 18,400 
25,851 3,602 ~~:m 395 15,226 
58,862 24,575 4,767 22,178 
39,241 9,836 36,357 981 17,505 
44,625 4,685 33,920 997 20,230 
51,097 12,490 10,142 3,327 19,586 
31,021 15,687 24,334 662 18,148 
38,835 892 40,409 1,532 16,469 
73,579 30,870 33,166 2,116 20,409 
44,490 9,472 11,834 1,059 20,048 

53,556 1,542 15,153 586 22,209 
39,344 16,140 29,749 1,686 19,231 
60,938 35,680 11 ,055 4,899 29,398 
34,357. 28,906 44,778 1,057 11,411 
50,544 - 6,422 46,376 2,209 15,926 
30,696 4,600 7,728 496 16.833 
42,822 1,411 18,368 393 14,870 

117,424 18,349 26,302 14,757 18,819 
73,113 59,194 67,666 4,947 16,542 
84,280 19,199 69,702 4,234 23,663 

39,904 30,410 44,488 1,174 10,604 
100,005 29,247 25,511 5,460 16,849 
87,006 31,741 32,193 4,363 16,042 
83,204 26,585 54,870 2,888 20,006 
69,856 5,828 24,055 1,888 36,382 
39,013 71,950 27,314 2,349 15,299 
57,889 34,308 53,071 4,821 22,540 
29,337 26,096 24,472 4,808 11,501 
73,007 42,753 27,220 2,130 13,249 
30,976 4,563 25,666 1,148 18,106 
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TABLE 63. NUMBER, VALUE, AOREAGE AND USE OF IOWA FARMS, 1935-Continued. 

IV Crop land 
harvested 

~ 
i!OD •••••••••••••••••••• 112.406 

.. aska .•••••••••••••.••... 141,193 

m~haii:::::::::::::::::::: 127,615 
214,122 

E'.4i1l •..• ; .................... 153,952 

~:~:~::::::::::::::\::::: : 178.552 
207.278 

Monroe •......•.....•....... 69,897 

~=:~::::::: ::::: ::::: 150,063 
125,078 

O'Brien ..................... 257,376 
Osceola ..................... 187,009 

~:roAit;'·.:::::::::::::::::: : 179,184 
250,762 

Plymouth ................... 347,399 
Pocahontas .................. 269,459 
Polk ........................ 180,133 
Pottawattamie ............... 351,391 
Poweshiek ................... 152,993 
Ringgold .................... 117,781 

Sac ......................... 244,289 
Scott. ...................... 158,618 

~~:~~~ : : ~: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 226,934 
354,068 

Story; ...................... 241,606 
Tama ....................... 239,532 
Taylor ...................... 152,658 
Union •.•••.................. 93,309 
Van Buren .................. 98,104 
Wapello ..................... 97,111 

Warren ..................... 126,747 
W .. hington .................. 144,134 

;:b!':;'~:::::: : : :: ::: : :: : :::: 143,193 
311,402 

Winnebago ..•............ ' .. 171,828 
Winneshiek .................. 209.839 
Woodbury .............. .... 311,814 
Worth ...................... 162,411 
Wright ...................... 250,961 

Source: U. S. Farm Oensu., 1935. 

not receive as high a rate on their 
money as in former years if they 
loan it out instead of using it to buy 
land, Therefore, to receive the same 
income they are willing to pay more 
for land than formerly. 

Figure 117 shows the relationship 
between land values and cash ren
tals. Since they were more affected 
by speculative buying of land, land 
values soared to higher and fell to 
lower levels than did rents. In 1913 
land was $118 per acre and rent was 
$5.41 per acre. In 1920 at the peak 
of the boom, land had more than 
doubled and was worth $255 per 
acre. During the same year, rent 
was $9.13 per acre, which repre
sented about a 69 percent rise. There 
has also been a lag in rents during 
the years 1930 to 1934. The rela
tive amount of decrease in rent has 
been less than the relative decrease 
in the value of land. 

Farm Mortgages 

Iowa's total farm mortgage debt 
increased steadily from a total debt 
of $149 millions in. 1889 to $1,618 

Land avail.Me 
for crops Plowable pasture Woodland paature 

220.937 59,031 35.001' 
246.570 71,311 24.682 
230.228 78.222 33,060 
288.766 58,359 16.424 
225.937 49,341 12.505 
245.241 53.454 11.289 
331.899 49.236 38.556 
175.456 77,871 37.573 
230,298 57,128 10,029 
186,669 37,126 23,101 

297,335 29,152 8.17 
219,010 23,382 851 
278,251 72,764 7,771 
310,848 37,847 3,941 
451,591 59,174 4.800 
331,514 39,667 1,085 
253.546 46,806 30,736 
498.498 103.873 26.425 
284,131 112,891 8,299 
260,929 94,208 18,950 

303,735 40,144 4,147 
230,963 53,765 13,534 
331,357 85,843 6,372 
409,605 33,010 3,158 
297.141 33,604 18,513 
358,319 97,314 21,110 
268,489 77,720 17 ,078 
163,426 37,688 16,785 
156,689 39,611 71,464 
170,129 48,742 34 ,372 

240,036 68,S63 22,164 
259,975 79.452 25,243 
270.616 93,082 23.005 
372.877 42,088 29,046 
208.991 29,390 2,089 
307,441 88,950 46.366 
455.069 76.830 23,437 
204,902 30,507 4,711 
308,821 36.472 6.386 

millions in 1923. Since 1923 it has 
been gradually decreasing until on 
Jan. 1, 1935, it stood at $924 mil
lions. 

Iowa's debt increased rapidly from 
1915 to 1921 along with the war
time expansion in prices. The 
greatest upward spurt in total in
debtedness was recorded in 1920. In 
that year there was a gain of some 
400 millions in the state total. A 
great deal of this debt, however, was 
incurred in the latter part of 1919 
and was not brought to light until 
1920 when the mortgage transactions 
were recorded on March 1. From 
1915 to 1919 prices of farm products 
were rising faster than the cost of 
producing them, and farmers wanted 
to put more land into production. 
They acquired more land and bor
rowed money to pay for it on the 
assumption that farm prices would 
stay at high levels until the land was 
at least paid for. 

Despite the drop in farm prices in 
1920, the debt continued to increase. 
This situation is shown in fig. 116 
and was brought about by the many 

Woodland All other land 
Other pasture not pastured in farms 

70.711 1,655 18.164 
60,943 2.476 16.583 
58,392 4.852 20.239 
31.449 1.244 19.230 
5,226 3.340 17 .750 

14.173 1.623 15,441 
17,045 3.888 25.731 
36,500 2.235 10.295 

9.6Q6 621 14.186 
27,451 1,948 12,023 

35,758 1,729 18,302 
16,970 . 929 13,546 
34.087 1,829 17 .938 
16,911 1,165 20,363 
53.090 1,805 28,486 

7,160 289 23,150 
25,513 2.141 18,082 
23.843 4,862 32,_ 
49,993 2,31S 15,_ 
31,239 2,573 17,125 

31,030 625 19,782 
17,544 1,066 12,419 
12,464 462 19,655 
41,145 712 24.017 
16,285 641 19,96Q 
37,999 3,581 25,375 
32,522 1,820 18.495 
66,726 2,611 14,088 
51,171 3.358 12,834 
39,438 1,852 n,m 
65,380 3.255 18,733 
36,732 4,320 17 .013 
17,111 1.014 13.250 
10.420 1.430 24,334 
19.982 1.543 19.006 
45,144 7.868 20.236 
20,629 3.240 29.886 
22,371 1.310 15.131 
21,470 878 21.433 

insecure notes on farm land. Credi
tors found it necessary to protect 
themselves by . obtaining second or 
third mortgages. This increase more 
than offset the reduction in debt in 
1921-23 due to foreclosures and 
other forced sales. In 1923 the debt 
reached a peak of $1,618,447,000. 

Farm prices took an upward tum 
in 1925 but the rise was not suffi
cient to noticeably ease the mort
gage situation. Farmers until this 
time had been using up their outside 
resources for the payment of taxes 
and interest, but these sources of 
revenue were fast becoming ex
hausted and foreclosure, assignment 
of the land or some scaling down of 
the debt became necessary. 

Since 1923 there has been a grad
ual decrease in the debt but this does 
not necessarily mean that Iowa farm
ers were being relieved. Instead it 
indicates that many farmers had 
their backs to the wall and were 
forced to give up their farms since 
they could no longer carry the cost 
of keeping up the mortgage. Many 
of the holders of mortgages, how-
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CORPORATE OWNED LAND 

Fig. 113. The shading on this. map shows where the 
land holdings of corporations are concentrated in Iowa. 

The black districts are areas in which corporations O'l'er
estimated the value of the land when they made loans_ 

ever, have preferred to let the farmer 
try to make a living off of the land 
rather than be responsible for its up
keep during the past lean years. 

Compared with U. S. 
The value of land and buildings 

per mortgaged farm in Iowa exceeds 
the average. value of mortgaged 
farms in the United States as a 
whole. The debt per Iowa farm 
would therefore be expected to ;run 
higher than the average debt per 
farm for the nation. In 1930 the 
debt per mortgaged farm in Iowa 
was $9,626 while that per farm in 
the United States was $3,561. 

The ratio of the debt to the value 
of the farm is larger for Iowa than 
for the United States. In 1930 the 
debt in Iowa on the mortgaged farms 
was 48.5 percent of the value of the 
farm while in the United States it 
was 39.6. In other years the figures 
have been closer. . Figure 121 shows 

FARM MORTGAGE HOLDINGS, 13 TOWNSHIPS 
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Fig. 114. The above graphs show ·the trends in holdings of farm mortgages 
in Iowa by different lenders. Private lenders monopolized the field until recent 
years. Corporate lenders have come sharply into the .picture since the war_ 

Data in table 77. .. . 
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County 

Adair .............................. 
Adams ............................. 
Allamak ............................ 
Appanoose .......................... 

if~~~:;~.::::::::: ~::::::::::::: 
Boone .......................•...... 
Bremer .•.••••••.................... 
Buchanan ..•........................ 

Buena Vista ........................ 
Butler .............................. 
Calhoun ............................ 
Carroll ............................. 
Cass ... or· ••• •••••• •••••••••••••••• 
Cedar .............................. 
Cerro Gordo ........................ 
Cherok ............................. 
Chickasaw .......................... 
Clarke ............................. 

Clay ............................... 
Clayton ............................ 
Clinton ........•.................... 
Crawford ............•.............. 
Dallas .............................. 
Davis ............ , ................. 
Decatur .....................•...... 
Delaware ........................... 
Des Moines ......................... 
Dickinson .......................... 

Dubuque ........................... 
Emmet ..........................•.. 
Fayette ............................ 
Floyd .............................. 
Franklin ............................ 
Fremont ............•... 00 •••••••••• 

Greene ..................•.......••. 
Grundy ............................ 
Guthrie .....................•...•.. 
Hamilton ..............•..•......•.. 

Hancock ............................ 
Hardin ............................. 
Harrison ...•........................ 
Henry ..•...... , ..............••••.. 
Howard .•..•....................... 
Humboldt. ......................... 
I •................................ 
Iowa ............•......•........... 
Jackson ............................ 
Jasper ......... "'''' ............... 

J~::'~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: : 
Jones .............................. 
Keokuk ............................ 
Kossuth ............................ 
Lee ................................ 
Linn ............................... 
Louisa ........ " .................... 
Lucas .............................. 
Lyon ............................... 

Madison ..•.•.•..•.................. 
Mahaska ........................... 
Marion ............................. 
Marshall. ........................... 
Mills ............................... 
Mitchen ............................ 
Monona ..•......................... 
Monroe ............................ 
Montgomery ............••.•........ 
Muscatine ...............••......... 

O'Brien .....................•...... 
Osceola ........ " ................... 

~:r:Ali~:::::::::::::::::::::::::: : 
Plymouth ........................... 

ocahontas ......................... P 

P 
P 
P~~~;~tta:~e::::::::~:::::::::::: : 

oweshiek ................•........• 
Ringgold ........................... 
Sac .. """'''''''''''''''''''''''' 

Scott .•.••..••.•..•.......•......... 
Shelby ............................. 
Sioux ......••.•.....•..•......••... 
Story .............................. 
Tama .............................. 

TABLE 64. CORPORATE· OWNED LAND IN IOWA BY COUNTIES. 

Acreage-January, 1935 Percentage of Total Land in Farms-January, 1935 

Insurance Insurance Farm credit 
companies Banks Others Total companies Banks administration Others 

36,235 5.429 12,300 53.964 10.1 1.5 2.3 . 1.2 
14.150 2.168 5.285 21.603 5.5 .8 1.4 .7 
4.899 10,413 14,381 29,693 1.3 2.8 3.2 .7 

19.751 9.507 7, 051 36.309 6.5 3.2 1.5 .8 
17.207 7.316 5.21 29.735 6.1 2.6 1.4 .4 
15.407 3.867 5.705 24.979 3.5 .9 .2 1.1 
12.324 5.774 7.615 25.713 3.7 1.7 1.1 1.2 
7.128 5.950 12.581 25.659 2.0 1.7 .6 3.0 
7.169 3.474 1.793 12.436 2.7 1.3 .4 .3 

37.585 8.323 8.671 54.579 10.8 2.4 1.2 1.3 

15.945 1.162 7.714 24.821 4.5 .3 1.3 .8 
18.539 2.133 4.689 25.361 5.3 .6 .7 .6 
17 ,424 2.902 3.247 23.573 4.9 .8 .8 .1 
6.681 2.170 1.447 10.298 1.9 .6 .2 .2 

22.849 1.607 7.690 32.146 6.4 .5 .8 1.4 
10.234 6.928 4.745 21,907 2.9 2.0 1.4 
41.934 4.078 17 .108 63.120 12.2 1.2 1.6 3.3 
14.049 4.287 6.837 25.173 4.0 1.2 1.0. .9 
22.251 3,299 10.087 35.637 7.3 1.0 1.7 1.7 
39.387 3.322 12,725 55.434 15.2 1.3 3.9 .9 

28.907 2.870 13.588 45,365 8.3 .8 2.1 1.9 
1.926 7.657 4.622 14.205 .4 1.7 .3 .7 

15.920 12.084 7,281 35.285 3.9 2.9 .2 1.6 
26.225 3.826 5.009 35.060 5.8 .9 .5 .6 
18.514 4.666 11.839 34,429 5.1 1.3 .5 2.6 
17 .939 5.739 10.851 34.529 5.9 1.9 2.7 .8 
53.654 7.626 22.954 84.234 16.8 2.4 5.0 2.2 
14.620 6.327 6.238 27,185 4.1 1.9 1.1 . i 

1.863 10.743 8.845 21.451 .8 4.5 1.7 1.9 
32.524 2.661 14.096 49,281 14.0 1.2 2.2 3.9 

3.183 3.746 5.475 12.404 .9 1.0 .4 1.2 
40.787 4.114 11.258 56.159 16.5 1.6 2.0 2.6 
27.280 3.850 7.462 38.592 6.2 .9 .6 1.0 
20.463 3.113 13.134 36.710 6.8 1.1 1.6 2.7 
22.487 1.544 3.278 27.309 6.2 .4 .4 .6 
17.731 3.683 5.357 26.771 5.8 1.2 .4 1.4 
20.639 6.084 7.087 33.810 5.9 1.8 .8 1.1 
6.659 3.002 3.460 13.121 2.1 .9 .5 .7 

25.901 5.274 17.719 48.894 7.2 1.5 3.4 1.4 
29.853 9.738 7.191 46,782 8.3 2.7 .1 1.8 

36.531 3.294 11.992 51.817 10.4 1.0 1.6 1.7 
22.329 5.318 7.019 34.666 6.4 1.6 1.0 .9 
24.261 7.468 8.112 39.841 5.6 1.8 .9 1.0 
3.693 3,391 4,481 11.565 1.4 1.3 .5 1.2 

37.557 4.261 9.165 50.983 13.2 1.5 2.1 1.1 
22,697 4.614 8.168 35.479 8.5 1.8 1.7 1.3 
24.425 3.702 4.113 32.240 9.0 1.4 .8 .7 
13,182 6.342 5.994 25 .• 518 3.7 1.7 1.0 .7 
2.660 9.429 3.285 15.374 .7 2.4 .5 .4 

17.179 4.032 13.059 34.270 3.8 .9 2.0 .9 

8.285 6.875 8.900 24.060 3.2 2.7 1.9 1.5 
14.753 3.620 3.511 21.884 4.0 .9 .3 .7 
6.379 9.144 2.783 18.306 1.8 2.6 .3 .6 

16.850 5.817 7.804 30.471 4.8 1.6 .8 1.5 
86.582 11,523 17 .896 116.001 14.4 2.0 1.3 1.7 

4.894 3.343 12.749 20.986 1.7 1.2 1.0 3.5 
13.627 5.865 9.593 29.085 3.3 1.4 .4 1.9 
6.270 12.801 10.916 29.987 2.7 5.6 1.4 3.4 

12.484 4.094 10.956 27.534 4.9 1.6 3.0 1.3 
24.308 1.665 11,097 37.070 6.7 .5 .4 2.6 -
23.219 11.669 13.117 48.005 6.8 . 3.4 1.4 2.2 
15.407 9.821 14.478 39 .. 706 4.5 2.8 1.1 3.1 
29.745 4.898 8.115 42.758 8.8 1.4 1.1 1.3 
14.268 3.479 5.593 23.340 4.0 1.0 .8 .8 
9.644 2.050 2.449 14.143 3.7 .8 .1 .8 

19.529 1.718 8.332 29.579 6.9 .6 1.8 1.2 
27.588 5.104 19,750 52.442 6.8 1.3 2.9 1.9 
13,537 3.536 8.653 25.726 5.3 1.4 1.0 2.4 
12.616 1.850 5.094 19.560 4.8 .7 1.5 .3 
3.120 5.662 6.405 15,187 1.2 2.2 .5 2.0 

20.026 1,660 4.014 25.700 5.6 .5 .6 .5 
23.325 2.680 4.865 30.870 9.4 1.1 .8 1.0 
15.714 2.406 5.891 24.011 4.8 .7 1.5 .3 
48.643 3.774 20.322 72.739 14.0 1.1 2.3 3.6 
12.471 6.096 14.005 32,572 2.4 1.2 1.2 1.6 
24.939 5.301 10.402 40.642 6.9 1.4 .9 2.0 
10.714 3.578 9.808 24.100 3.2 1.0 .6 2.5 
19.420 5.389 9.628 34,437 3.3 1.0 .3 1.4 
24,684 6,723 16.625 48.032 6.8 1.8 2.5 2.2 
43.212 12.762 14.035 70,009 13.1 3.9 3.1 1.2 
13.042 3,007 2,218 18.267 3.8 .9 .1 .5 

3.031 3.329 4.840 11.200 1.1 1.2 .7 1.1 
17 .694 2.584 5.690 25.968 4.7 .7 .7 .9 
14.693 2.190 6.413 23.296 3.1 .5 .4 .9 
25.636 7.607 8.597 41.840 7.2 2.2 .9 1.5 
26.288 4.058 4.944 35.290 6.0 .9 .6 .6 

Total 

15.1 
8.4 
8.0 

12.0 
10.5 
5.7 
7.7 
7.3 
4.7 

15.7 

6.9 
7.2 
6.6 
2.9 
9.1 
6.3 

18.3 
7.1 

11.7 
21.3 

13.1 
3.1 
8.6 
7.8 
9.5 

11.3 
26.4 
7.8 
8.9 

21.3 

3.5 
22.7 
8.7 

12.2 
7.6 
8.8 
9.6 
4.2 

13.5 
12.9 

14.7 
9.9 
9.3 
4.4 

17.9 
13.3 
11.9 
7.1 
4.0 
7.6 

9.3 
5.9 
5.3 
8.7 

19.4 
7.4 
7.0 

13.1 
10.8 
10.2 

13.8 
11.5 
12.6 
6.6 
5.4 

10.5 
12.9 
10.1 
7.3 
5.9 

7.2 
12.3 
7.3 

21.0 
6.4 

11.2 
7.3 
6.0 

13.3 
21.3 
5.3 

4.1 
7.0 
4.9 

11.8 
8.1 
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TABLE 64. CORPORATE·OWNED LAND IN IOWA BY COUNTIES--Conlinue4 

County 
~]anuary, 1935 Percentage of Total Land in Farm9-]anuary, 1935 

Insurance Insurance 
companies Banks Others Total companies 

9.9 Taylor ..... ....................... 32,698 3,282 10,282 46,262 
7.6 Union .............................. 19,581 3,903 9,130 32,614 
4.2 I~:m· 4,126 17 ,498 33,623 \'an Burell .............•............ 

7,274 7,962 23,407 3.2 W_11o ........ ................... 
29,974 4.8 \\'arrm ............................. 16,847 2,716 10,411 

2.6 ""aahington ......................... 8,663 6,925 6,116 21,704 
20.4 :::~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 65,253 3,632 10,790 79,675 
4.6 20,IR3 5,221 17,150 42,554 

28,855 3,614 8,832 41,301 11.7 WinMbago .. ....................... 
1.3 5,J04 3,606 3.214 12,124 \\'innrshielr. ......................... 

21,895 86,719 11.3 Woodbury .......................... 58,356 6,468 
7.6 18,949 2,372 7,418 28,739 \\'orth .............................. 

29,497 3,877 9,090 42,464 8.1 Wrilbt .. ; .......................... 

Total. . ...................... 2,043,730 499,001 888,701 3,431,432 6,0 

Source: Iowa Aer. Exp. Sla. Bul. No. 828. W. G. Murra7 and W. O. Brown. 

these ratios for 10-year intervals 
since the start of the century, 

Purpose of Farm Loans 
Most of the mortgages on Iowa 

land were made for the purchase of 
the land. Next in importance \yas 
the need for money to renew loans 
when they expired. Table 76 shows 
the division of the loans and that 
from 1915 to 1920 most of the 
money was used to purchase land. 
In the 13 counties used in the sur
vey of mortgage conditions more 
than $4 millions were loaned in 1920 
to buy land. 

After 1920 many of the loans were 
made to renew loans that were then 
coming due from purchases in pre
vious years, Many renewals were 
natural since farm incomes had 
dwindled from the days in which the 
farm was bought and the usual term 
of a loan was 5 years. The farmer 
who had insufficient income to pay 
off the mortgage made between 
1915 and 1920 had to have it re
newed or extended between 1921 
and 1930. 

Much of the present debt total can 
be traced back to the hectic buybg 
days of 1917 to 1920. Farm prices 
in those days were rising very rap
idly, more rapidly in fact than the 
costs of producing farm' goods. 
Farmers were optimistic and wanted 
to put more land into production. 
To increase their holdings· they 
bought land at the prevailing prices, 
paid what they j:ould on.it and se-. 
cured the rest with a mortgage. 
Prices dropped and with them went 
~ on 18 town8hi~. 

many a farmer's hopes of eliminat
ing his indebtedness in a few years 
as he had planned. 

Sources of Loans 

Insurance companies have come to 
the front in the last few years as 
sources of farm loans. Insurance 
companies on Jan. I, 1935, com
prised 40 percent of the lenders. 
This· figure had grown from 22 per
cent in 1915,* 

Private investors have gone into 
the minority with the rise of insur
ance companies, dropping from 61 
percent in 1920 to 20 percent by Jan. 
1 1935. On the basis of the .1935 
figures' the· Federal Land Bank is 
third and deposit banks fourth in the 
number of mortgages held. 

While private investors and de
posit banks were willing to make the 
loans in the buying period of 1915 
to 1920, the insurance companies and 
the land banks were on hand to ex
tend credit to the farmers in the re
newal period from 1920-30. 

How Loans· Were Cancelled 

The renewal of existing loans has 
been the way in which most of the 
farm loans since 1915 have been can
celled. Figure 124, furnishing the 
information at 5-year intervals, 
shows that every year until 1930, a 
large percentage of the loans were 
made to renew some of the mort
gages that had been made between 
1915 and 1920. 

After 1930, however, the farmer 
was no longer able to carry the debt 

Farm credit 
Banks administration Others Total 

1.0 1.6 1.5 14.0 
1.5 1.9 1.7 12.7 
1.4 4.9 1.2 '11.7 
2.9 1.6 1.5 9.2 

.8 1.6 1.3 8.5 
2.1 .6 1.1 6.4. 
1.1 2.5 .9 24.9 
1.2 1.2 2.8 9.8 
1.4 1.7 2.0 16.8 

.9 .3 .4 2.9 
1.2 2.6 1.7 16.8 

.9 1.7 1.4 11.6 
1.1 1.3 1.2 11.7 

1.5 1.2 1.4 10.1% 

on his farm, and foreclosures and 
other forced sales began to be the 
chief means of cancellation. By 1932 
forced sales were responsible for the 
cancellation of 66.5 percent of the 
total debt in the 13 town!}hips used 
in the mortgage survey. In the same 
year only 17.5 percent of the debt 
was cancelled through renewals as 
compared with 67.2 percent;in .1915 
when credit was not difficulMGtob
tain. In 1933 the forced ~aleS: de
clined slightly to 62.3 percent,'': In 
1934 there was reversion. to the 
former situation as renewals climbed 
back into first place with 61.2 per
cent due to Federal refinancing. 

The actual sale of land has not 
been responsible for any great 
amount of debt cancellation except 
in 1920. This was the year in which 
the debt increased more rapidly than 
at any other time, . 

The increased renewals In 1934 
may be indicative of some financial 
improvement amo~g farmers. Corn-

TABLE 65. LAND HOLDINGS OF CORPO
RATIONS IN IOWA. 

Percentage 
of .11 land in farms 

Corporate groups 
1933 1935 

Insurance companies •.........• 3.4 6.0 

~~~:g~ai!~i~~~i' c~';;p~~i~ 1.6 1.5 
1.0 .9 

Joint stock land banks .......•• .6 .8 
Colleges and miscellaneous ..••. .4 .5 
Federalland banks} .......... .2 .4 R.F.C .......... 

Totals ................... 7.2 10.~ 

Sonrce: W. G. Murra7. Ag. Eoon. Sect., 
Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta. . 
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TABLE 66. DISTRIBUTION, NUMBER, AOREAGE AND COST OP FARM 
PROPERTIES HELD BY INSURANCE OOMPANIES IN IOWA. 

Number 
counties Number Cost to y .... in which of farm Acreage Per acre cost 

land is held properties involved company to company 

1920 ..........•.....•.. 1 1 320 $ 30,700 $ 96 
1921. ...............••• I I 200 11,500 58 
1922 ••............•.... 2 3 301 21,100 70 
1923 ........•.......... 8 8 1,371 137,000 100 
1924 ................... 19 31 6,923 595,100 86 
1925 ................... 31 56 12,923 1,149,400 89 
1926 ........•.......... 50 134 26,738 2,259,200 85 
1927 ................... 65 180 40,097 3,453,800 86 
1928 ................... 79 323 62,580 5,142,800 82 
1929 •.................. 86 445 87,099 7,074,300 81 
19JO .••••••............ 95 570 107,163 8,218.600 77 
1931 ••.•....•.........• 94 912 167,644 12,860,700 77 
1932 ..............•..•. 99 1,644 296,128 22,469,000 76 

Total as of Dec. 31, 1932. 4,308 809,487 $ 63,423,200 Ave $78 

Land held as of Dee. 81 taken hom Schedule A: of Insurance Compan),'. Annual Report. 
There is some lag in reporta: Bome companies are not able to include the las' few monlhs 
of 'he eun-ent; "ear'. business. 

Sollrce: Iowa Agr. ElQ>. Sta. Bul. No. 807, W. G. Murra), and R. O. Bentle)'. 

FIRST MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALES .r-----------------------------------------------, 

§ 
.~.~--------------------------------~A--==~ 
~ 
~ 

-.-~ 

hog payments and com loans helped 
the farmer to meet interest and prin
cipal payments and the Federal farm 
credit agencies furnished an avenue 
for shifting debts to longer terms 
and easier interest rates. 

Foreclosures. and Judgments 

In the last 12 years, 13 percent of 
the farm land in Iowa has been sold 
by sheriffs at foreclosure sales. In 
several cases some of the farms have 
been sold several times in the 12-
year period. When these farms have 
been deducted there still remains 11 
percent of the farms that have been 
subjected to foreclosure since 1921. 

Between 1921 and 1932, $327 
millions of mortgages were cancelled 
by foreclosure. Another: amount 
nearly as large was cancelled by as
signments and the failure of junior 
mortgage holders to redeem the land 
after the first mortgage had been 
foreclosed. 

These foreclosures and judgments 
were results of the selling and buy
ing of 1915-20. The whole period 

TABLE 67. PERCENTAGE OP TOTAL 
FARM LAND OPERATED BY TENANTS. 

(Aa reported b)' aBB888ora) 

Year 

1927 ••.•••.. 
1928 .•••••.. 
1929 ....... . 
1930 •••••... 

Pm:entage 
operated 

by tenants Y car 

Sl.9 
54.5 
54.4 
54.8 

1931. ••..•. 
1932 ....•.. 
1933 •..••.. 

Pm:entage 
operated 

b)'teDants 

55.4 
57.7 
58.6 

Sour"e: Iowa Ag. Exp. eta. BuL No. 828. 
W. G. Murra), and W. O. Brown. 

Fig. 115. The bars in the above 
chart represent foreclosure sales dur
ing the past 20 years in Iowa as esti
mated from data for 16 counties. The 
biggest foreclosure crop was harvested 
in 1932. 

IOWA MORTGAGE DEBT AND FARM PRICES 

Data in table 83. 

Fig. 116. The gap between debt and 
-prices at the close of 1934 when com
pared with the situation existing in the 
period, 1910-1914, indicates the serious
ness of present mortgage difficulties. 
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Fig. 117. Land values and cash 
rentals in Iowa moved steadily upward 
from 1912 to 1919. Land values went 
up $63 per acre between 1919 and 1920 . 
Rent increased from $9.02 to $9.13 per 
acre. In the next two years, 1922 and 
1923, land values decreased from the 
peak of $2SS to $194 per acre. In one 
year, 1920, rent decreased from $9.13 
to $7.01, or $2.12 per acre. Rent in
creased slightly from 1921 to 1929. 
From 1922 to 1929, land values dropped 
off uniformly at the rate of about Sy. 
percent per year. In late 1929 when the 
prices of farm products again turned 
downward, rents and values decreased 
rapidly. In 1934 land values and. rents 
started to move up again. 

Data in table 69. 

Fig; 118. Land values follow farm 
prices closely as this graph for Story 
County, Iowa, shows. Both farm prices 
and land valu.es have turned up re
cently. 

Data in table 70. 

Fig. 119 shows that a larger per
centage of the mortgages were in the 
higher brackets in 1921 than in 1932. 

Data in table 74. 
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TABLE. 68. LAND VALUES AND OASH RENTS IN IOWA MARCH 1. (DOLLARS PER AORE) 

1923 1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 
County ----------------LandlCash 

----------------------------
Land Cash Land Cash Land Cash Land Cash Land Cash Land Cash Land'Cash Land Cash Land Cash Land Cash Land Cash 
value rent value rent value rent value rent value rent value rent value rent value rent value rent value rent value rent value rent ---- -------- _._--

Adair ............ 126 6.60 117 6.60 114 6.64 111 6.72 107 6.80 104 6.76 104 6.83 103 6.83 190 6.42 75 5.30 55 3.89 69 4.39 
Adams ........... 149 6.58 138 6.56 132 6.58 128 6.65 122 6.71 118 6.66 118 6.71 115 6.70 100 6.28 83 5.17 61 3.33 76 4.24 
Allamakee ........ 145 6.44 131 6.36 124 6.31 118 6.38 110 6.30 105 6.20 103 6.18 99 8.08 84 5.65 68 4.60 49 3.57 61 3.71 
Appanoose ...... 120 5.88 106 5.60 98 5.36 90 5.16 82 4.94 76 4.63 72 4.40 68 4.11 56 3.60 44 2.75 31 1.85 37 1.90 
Audubon ......... 201 7.53 182 7.55 173 7.62 164 7.75 154 7.86 147 7.85 144 7.96 139 7.99 119 7.54 97 6.24 70 4.60 86 5.22 
Benton .......... 245 7.82 219 7.88 207 8.00 196 8.16 184 8.32 174 8.35 171 8.50 164 8.58 140 8.13 114 6.17 82 5.00 101 5.66 
Black Hawk ...... 200 7.~8 182 7.78 172 7.82 163 7.93 154 8.01 144 7.97 144 8.05 138 8.05 118 7.57 97 6.25 70 4.59 86 5.17 
Boone ........... 226 7. 1 206 7.96 196 8.04 186 8.20 176 8.34 168 8.35 165 8.49 160 8.54 137 8.08 112 6.70 81 4.99 100 5.61 
Bremer .......... 173 5.87 159 6.04 153 6.24 147 6.49 140 6.74 135 6.89 134 7.14 131 7.32 113 7.05 94 5.96 68 4.48 85 5.17 
Buchanan ........ 162 6.05 144 6.03 134 6.05 125 6.11 115 6.16 108 6.12 104 6.17 98 6.14 82 5.76 65 4.74 46 3.46 56 3.90 
Buena Vista ...... 230 8.26 210 8.35 199 8.47 189 8.66 178 8.84 170 8.88 168 9.05 162 9.14 138 8.67 113 7.22 82 5.34 102 6.10 
Butler .. , ........ 196 6.65 178 6.68 169 6.74 160 6.86 150 6.96 143 ·6.96 141 7.06 136 7.08 116 6.69 95 5.54 68 4.08 84 4.64 

Calhoun ......... 250 8.21 224 8.29 210 8.40 196 8.60 182 8.76 171 8.80 166 8.98 158 9.05 132 8.59 107 7.15 76 5.29 92 6.00 
Carroll ........... 239 8.15 216 8.17 203 8.24 191 8.38 178 8.49 168 8.48 164 8.60 157 8.62 133 8.13 108 6.74 77 4.96 94 5.61 
Cass ............. 184 7.46 169 8.18 162 7.50 155 7.59 147 7.66 141 7.63 140 7.70 136 7.69 117 7.23 97 5.97 70 4.38 87 4.93 
Cedar ........... 212 8.37 204 8.50 199 8.69 194 8.94 188 9.19 184 9.29 186 9.53 184 9.68 161 9.24 135 7.74 100 5.76 126 6.59 
Cerro Gordo ...... 198 6.46 176 6.52 163 6.62 150 6.77 138 6.91 128 6.94 123 7.08 115 7.14 95 6.78 76 5.65 53 4.18 63 4.78 
Cherokee ........ ' 244 8.36 218 8.36 204 8.40 190 8.52 176 8.62 164 8.59 159 8.69 150 8.69 126 8.18 101 6.75 72 4.96 86 5.61 
Chickasaw ....... 134 5.22 121 5.19 114 5.19 107 5.23 100 5.26 94 5.21 92 5.23 88 5.20 75 4.86 61 3.99 44 2.91 54 3.27 
Clarke ........... 143 5.66 125 5.69 114 5.75 104 5.86 94 5.96 86 5.97 80 6.06 74 6.10 60 5.77 47 4.79 32 3.53 37 4.00 
Clay ............. 211 6.96 191 7.10 179 7.28 169 7.52 158 7.75 149 7.87 146 8.10 140 8.25 118 7.90 96 6.64 69 4.96 84 5.66 
Clayton .......... 166 6.62 153 6.71 148 6.82 143 7.00 137 7.16 132 7.20 133 7.36 130 7.44 112 7.07 94 5.91 69 4.38 86 4.98 

Clinton .......... 172 7.81 159 7.83 152 7.90 147 8.03 140 8.14 136 8.14 136 8.25 132 8.27 114 7.81 95 6.46 70 4.76 86 5.37 
Crawford .......• 183 7.82 169 7.82 162 7.87 157 7.99 150 8.08 145 8.06 145 8.16 142 8.16 123 7.68 102 6.35 75 4.75 93 5.27 
Dallas ........... 216 7.54 196 7.50 185 7.50 175 7.57 164 7.61 155 7.54 152 7.58 146 7.53 124 7.04 101 5.79 73 4.23 90 4.73 
Davis ............ 116 5.30 102 5.17 94 5.06 86 5.00 78 4.92 12 4.76 68 4.67 63 4.54 51 4.14 40 3.30 28 2.35 33 2.54 
Decatur .......... 99 4.92 89 4.93 84 4.96 80 5.03 75 5.09 71 5.08 70 5.14 67 5.15 57 4.84 46 4.00 33 2.94 41 3.32 
Delaware ........ 171 6.56 161 6.66 153 6.80 145 7.01 137 7.19 130 7.27 129 7.46 124 7.56 106 7.22 87 6.05 63 4.50 77 5.17 
Des Moines ...... 218 8.10 190 8.01 173 7.98 157 8.00 141 8.01 128 7.89 120 7.89 109 7.81 88 7.26 68 5.93 46 4.30 53 4.78 
Dickinson ........ 166 6.27 152 6.39 145 6.54 139 6.75 132 6.95 126 7.04 125 7.24 122 7.36 104 7.04 86 5.91 63 4.41 78 5.08 
Dubuque ......... 176 7.66 162 7.62 155 7.61 149 7.68 142 7.71 137 7.63 136 7.66 133 7.61 114 7.12 94 5.84 69 4.26 86 4.78 
Emmet. ......... 168 7.07 154 7.11 146 7.19 139 7.33 132 7.45 126 7.46 124 7.58 120 7.62 103 7.20 84 5.98 61 4.41 76 4.98 

Fayette .......... 150 5.66 138 5.73 132 5.83 127 5.98 121 6.12 116 6.17 116 6.31 112 6.38 97 6.07 80 5.07 58 3.76 73 4.29 
Floyd ............ 176 6.34 160 6.35 152 6.39 144 6.48 136 6.56 130 6.53 128 6.60 123 6.61 105 6.22 86 5.14 62 3.77 77 4.24 
Franklin ........ ' 7.32 184 7.39 174 7.49 167 7.65 158 7.80 152 7.83 150 7.98 145 8.04 124 7.62 102 6.34 74 4.69 92 5.32 
Fremont ......... 183 7.87 169 7.84 162 7.85 156 7.93 149 7.99 144 7.94 144 7.99 140 7.96 121 7.46 100 6.14 73 4.48 91 5.03 
Greene ••......... 223 8.03 201 8.07 190 8.16 179 8.31 168 8.45 158 8.46 155 8.59 149 8.64 126 8.16 103 6.77 74 5.00 90 5.66 
Grundy .......... 234 8.57 214 8.61 203 8.70 193 8.86 183 9.01 174 9.01 172 9.15 166 9.20 142 8.70 117 7.21 85 5.32 105 6.05 
Guthne .......... 176 7.20 160 7.17 153 7.18 146 7.23 138 7.28 132 7.21 130 7.25 126 7.22 108 6.75 89 5.54 64 4.05 80 4.54 
Hamilton .......• 240 8.52 218 8.58 207 8.69 197 8.88 185 9.05 176 9.07 174 9.24 167 9.30 143 8.82 117 7.33 84 5.42 104 6.15 
Hancock ......... 185 6.93 168 6.97 160 7.07 152 7.21 142 7.34 136 7.35 134 7.48 129 7.53 110 7.12 90 5.93 65 4.38 80 4.98 
Hardin .......... 221 8.52 199 8.49 188 8.52 177 8.61 166 8.68 157 8.63 153 8.70 147 8.67 124 8.13 101 6.70 73 4.90 89 5.51 

Harrison .....••.. 187 8.04 170 7.96 161 7.92 153 7.94 144 7.94 137 7.82 135 7.82 130 7: 73 111 7. i9 91 5.87 66 4.26 81 4.74 
Henry ........... 186 8.07 174 8.06 168 8.10 164 8.21 158 8.29 153 8.25 154 8.32 152 8.32 132 7.82 110 6.45 81 4.73 102 5.32 
Howard .......... 143 3.86 129 3.92 121 3.94 114 4.13 106 4.24 100 4.29 98 4.40 94 4.47 79 4.27 64 3.58 46 2.67 56 3.02 
Humboldt ........ 236 8.22 212 8.26 198 8.34 186 8.49 172 8.62 161 8.63 157 8.76 149 8.80 125 8.31 101 6.89 72 5.08 87 5.76 
Ida .............. 219 8.23 200 8.32 190 8.46 181 8.67 171 8.86 163 8.92 161 9.11 156 9.20 133 8.75 109 7.30 79 5.41 98 6.15 
Iowa ............ 202 8.18 181 8.14 170 8.16 159 8.24 148 8.28 139 8.22 135 8.27 129 8.22 108 7.71 88 6.34 62 4.63 76 5.17 iackson .......... 130 6.10 122 6.15 118 6.23 115 6.37 III 6.48 108 6.51 109 6.64 107 6.68 94 6.34 78 5.27 58 3.90 73 4.44 
asper ........... 207 8.41 188 8.35 178 8.32 168 8.38 158 8.40 ISO 8.29 148 8.31 142 8.24 121· 7.68 99 6.29 71 4.57 87 5.12 
efferson ......... 151 6.76 136 6.69 128 6.66 121 6.68 113 6.68 107 6.58 104 6.57 100 6.50 84 6.04 68 4.93 49 3.58 60 4.00 
ohnson .......... 194 8.50 177 8.39 168 8.32 161 8.32 152 8.29 145 8.14 143 8.11 138 7.99 118 7.40 97 6.02 70 4.35 87 4.83 

Jones ............ 196 7.82 177 7.80 167 7.82 158 7.90 149 7.96 139 7.90 136 7.95 131 7.93 111 7.43 90 6.12 65 4.47 79 5.03 
Keokuk .......... 172 8.57 159 8.44 152 8.34 147 8.32 140 8.27 135 8.09 135 8.03 132 7.89 114 7.28 94 5.90 69 4.25 86 4.68 
Kossuth ......... 200 6.66 182 6.79 171 6.95 162 7.17 152 7.39 144 7.49 142 7.70 136 7.84 115 7.49 94 6.29 68 4.69 83 5.37 
Lee .............. 152 6.14 137 6.04 129 5.98 122 5.96 114 5.92 108 5.80 106 5.75 101 5.65 86 5.22 10 4.23 50 3.04 58 3.37 
Linn ..•.......... 204 6.52 184 6.61 172 6.75 162 6.94 152 7.11 143 7.18 140 7.36 133 7.46 113 7.11 91 5.95 65 4.42 80 5.08 
Louisa ........... 161 8.18 149 8.11 143 8.08 138 8.12 132 8.13 128 8.02 128 8.02 125 7.94 108 7.40 89 6.05 66 4.39 82 4.88 
Lucas ............ 130 5.59 115 5.49 106 5.42 98 5.38 90 5.33 82 5.20 80 5.14 74 5.04 62 4.63 49 3.74 34 2.68 41 2.93 
Lyon ............ 217 7.99 195 8.00 182 8.05 172 8.16 160 8.25 152 8.22 146 8.32 139 8.32 118 7.82 95 6.47 68 4.75 82 5.37 
Madison •...•.... 170 7.38 156 7.39 148 7.44 141 7.56 134 7.66 128 7.64 126 7.74 122 7.75 105 7.31 86 6.04 62 4.44 77 5.03 
Mahaska ......... 184 8.00 168 7.98 160 8.01 152 8.10 143 8.18 137 8.13 135 8.20 130 B.18 112 7.68 92 6.33 66 4.57 82 5.22 

Marion ....•..... 160 6.79 147 6.80 141 6.86 136 6.97 130 7.06 125 7.05 124 7.14 121 7.16 105 6.75 86 5.59 63 4.11 78 4.64 
Marshall ......... 207 8.11 186 8.15 175 8.24 165 8.38 154 7.52 145 8.52 141 8.66 135 8.70 114 8.21 92 6.81 66 5.02 81 5.71 
Mills ............ 207 7.16 191 7.31 184 7.50 177 7.74 169 .7.98 163 8.10 162 8.34 158 8.49 137 8.13 114 6.83 83 5.10 103 5.86 
Mitchell ......... 158 5.04 142 5.13 134 5.24 126 5.41 118 5.56 111 5.62 109 5.78 104 5.87 88 5.61 71 4.70 51 3.50 62 4.00 
Monona .•...•... 167 7.46 154 7.48 149 7.55 143 7.68 137 7.78 132 7.76 132 7.88 130 7.90 112 7.45 93 6.17 68 4.54 85 5.12 
Monroe .......... 143 6.02 125 5.81 114 5.63 104 5.50 94 5.35 86 5.11 81 4..95 75 4.73 61 4.24 47 3.33 32 2.32 38 2.49 
Montgomery ....• 188 7.79 172 7.80 164 7.84 156 7.94 148 8.03 142 7.99 141 8.08 136 8.08 117 7.59 96 6.27 70 4.60 87 5.17 
Muscatine .......• 198 8.21 183 8.16 176 8.15 170 8.21 162 8.23 157 8.14 157 8.17 154 8.11 133 7.57 110 6.21 81 4.53 101 5.08 
O'Brien .....•..•• 218 7.17 199 7.36 189 7.58 180 7.88 170 8.16 162 8.31 160 8.60 155 8.79 132 8.45 108 7.13 78 5.34 97 6.15 
Osceola .......... 178 6.71 163 6.79 155 6.91 149 7.10 141 7.26 135 7.32 134 7.49 130 7.58 112 7.22 92 6.03 67 4.48 83 5.12 

~:roAlt~::::::: : 230 9.11 207 8.97 194 8.88 182 8.86 169 8.82 159 8.64 154 8.59 147 8.45 124 7.81 100 6.34 71 4.57 86 5.08 
185 6.76 169 6.88 160 7.04 153 7.27 144 7.47 137 7.57 136 7.78 131 7.90 112 7.56 92 6.34 67 4.73 82 5.42 

Plymouth ...•..•• 196 7.05 181 7.19 175 7.37 169 7.62 162 7.84 157 7.95 157 8.18 154 8.32 1.~4 7.96 III 6.69 82 4.99 102 5.71 
Pocahontas ......• 228 8.44 207 8.43 196 8.47 185 8.58 174 8.66 165 8.62 162 8.70 156 8.70 133 8.17 108 6.74 78 4.98 96 5.56 
Polk ............. 207 7.79 189 7.90 179 8.04 171 8.26 161 8.45 154 8.52 152 8.72 146 8.82 125 8.40 103 7.01 74 5.21 92 5.95 
Pottawattamie ..•. 196 7.39 182 7.52 176 7.70 170 7.94 163 8.16 158 8.27 158 8.50 155 8.64 135 8.25 112 6.93 82 5.16 103 5.90 
Poweshiek .•....•• 186 9.03 167 8.82 157 8.67 148 8.58 138 8.47 130 8.22 127 8.10 122 7.89 103 7.22 83 5.80 60 4.13 73 4.54 
Ringgold ......... 137 5.55 120 5.45 110 5.38 100 5.34 91 5.30 83 5.17 78 5.11 72 5.00 59 4.61 46 3.66 32 2.63 37 2.88 
Sac .............. 242 8.63 220 8.60 208 8.62 197 8.71 185 8.77 176 B.71 173 8.77 166 B.74 142 8.19 116 6.74 84 4.93 102 5.56 
SCott. ... : ...... , 220 8.98 204 8.91 196 8.88 190 B.93 182 8.94 176 8.83 176 B.84 172 8.76 149 8.16 124 6.68 91 4.86 114 5.42 

Shelby ........... 220 8.07 200 8.07 189 8.12 179 8.24 168 8.32 159 8.29 157 8.38 150 8.39 128 7.88 104 6.52 75 4.78 92 5.42 
Sioux •...•.••...• 214 8.05 198 8.15 190 8.50 183 8.52 165 8.72 169 8.80 169 9.00 165 9.11 142 8.67 118 7.25 86 5.38 108 6.15 
Story ........... ' 238 8.74 215 8.77 201 8.85 190 9.00 177 9.13 166 9.12 162 9.24 155 9.27 121 8.74 106 7.25 76 5.34 92 6.05 
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TABLE 68. LAND VALUES AND OASH RENTS IN IOWA MARCH 1. (DOLLARS PER ACRE)-Oontinued 

1923 1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 
County -------,-

Land Cash Land Cash Land Cash Land Cash Land Cash Land Cash Land Cash 
value rent value rent value rent value rent value rent value rent value rent 

Tuna .•.......... 222 8.31 201 8.32 190 8.36 
- 160'8.53 ----

ISO 8.47 169 8.57 158 8.62 
Taylor ........... 152 6.60 139 6.58 132 6.59 126 6.66 119 6.72 114 6.67 113 6.72 
Union ...••...... 152 5.96 136 5.95 128 5.98 119 6.07 III 6.13 104 6.11 101 6.18 
Van Buren ....•.. 134 5.91 115 5.70 105 5.52 96 5.39 87 5.24 79 5.00 75 4.83 
Wapello ...•...... 123 5.88 III 5.92 105 5.99 99 6.11 92 6.21 112 7.01 86 6.33 
Warren ....••..•. 157 6.18 142 6.31 134 6.48 126 6.70 118 6.91 149 8.73 110 7.23 
Waahington ...•.. 212 8.13 191 8.21 179 8.33 169 8.52 158 8.69 86 5.16 145 8.90 

;;!b!:i.:::::::: : 138 5.54 122 5.44 112 5.36 103 5.34 93 5.29 172 8.50 82 5.11 
250 7.55 225 7.70 210 7.88 197 8.14 183 8.38 123 7.04 168 8.75 

Winn<haso ....... 168 6.83 152 6.84 144 6.88 137 6.98 129 7.07 115 5.97 121 7.12 
Winnrshiek .•..... 140 5.SO 130 5.80 126 5.84 123 5.93 118 5.99 132 7.99 116 6.05 
Woodbury ....... 178 7.45 162 7.52 154 7.63 147 7.79 139 7.95 119 5.91 131 8.14 
Worth .••....•... 159 5.55 146 5.60 138 5.66 132 5.78 125 5.88 155 7.79 118 6.02 
Wright .......... 215 7.68 194 7.66 184 7.69 174 7.78 163 7.84 88 6.22 152 7.86 

1930 1931 1932 
---- ------
Land Cash Land Cash Land Cash 
value rent value rent value rent 

152 8.62 129 8.10 105 6.69 
109 6.70 93 6.28 77 5.17 
96 6.18 SO 5.81 65 4.80 
69 4.62 56 4.14 44 3.24 
82 6.36 70 6.02 57 5.00 

106 7.37 90 7.06 73 5.94 
139 8.98 117 8.52 95 7.10 

76 5.00 62 4.61 49 3.72 
160 8.90 134 8.52 109 7.15 
116 7.13 99 6.71 81 5.54 
114 6.05 99 5.70 83 4.70 
126 8.21 108 7.78 89 6.48 
114 6.06 98 5.74 80 4.77 
146 7.84 124 7.35 101 6.06 

1933 ----
Land Cash 
value rent 

76 4.91 
56 3.78 
46 3.94 
30 2.26 
41 3.69 
52 4.44 
68 5.25 

34 2.68 
77 5.34 
59 4.07 
61 3.45 
64 4.80 
58 3.52 
73 4.44 

1934 --
Land 
value 

94 
69 
56 
35 
50 
64 
83 

40 
94 
72 
77 
79 
72 
90 

--
Cash 
rent 

5.56 
4.24 
3.95 
2.39 
4.20 
5.08 
5.95 

2.93 
6.10 
4.59 
3.90 
5.4 
4.0 

6 
o 
8 4.9 

BOllr •• : Millard Peck, formerly of the Economics Section, Iowa Agr. Exp. StH. Original data from U. S. D. A., Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 

TABLE 69. LAND VALUES AND CASH 
RENTS IN IOWA, 1912-1984. 

Land value 
(DoJlarsper 

Year acre) 

1912.................. 115 
1913.............. ...• 118 
1914..... •.•••........ 124 
1915.................. 134 
1916.......... .••..•.. 153 
1917... •••. •.••.. •.... 160 
1918_................. 174 
1919.................. 192 
1920.................. 255 
1921.................. 235 
1922.................. 194 
1923.................. 186 
1924.................. 171 
1925.................. 162 
1926............. .•.•• 155 
1927.................. 145 
1928.................. 140 
1929.................. 139 
1930............... .•• 135 
1931.................. 117 
1932.................. 90 
1933.................. 65 
1934..... •••.. ..•••.•. 80 

Cash rent 
(Dollars per 

acre) 

4.85 
5.41 
5.76 
6.06 
6.25 
7.52 
8.17 
9.02 
9.13 
7.01 
7.18 
7.25 
7.28 
7.38 
7.54 
7.60 
7.64 
7.75 
7.65 
7.30 
5.88 
4.33 
4.88 

Source: U. S. D. A. Bureau of Agr. Eco· 
nomics. 

starting in 1900 and ending in 1919 
marked the conversion of land values 
into mortgaged debts, :with heavy 
pr!!ssure and finally foreclosure on 
the farmer whose land bore a mort
gage larger than he could maintain. 

The year 1923 marked the begin
ning of the liquidation of the land 
boom. The years that followed 
found land with debts that could not 
be maintained under the prevailing 
prices, being sold by the sheriffs of 
Iowa counties at the rate of 1 per
cent per year. 

All of the forecl()sures, assign
ments, and scaling down of the mort
gages were getting under way as 
early as 1925 but did not become of 
great importance until 1931 when 
first mortgages became the problem. 
The drop in farm prices made it im-

TABLE 70. LAND VALUES AND FARM PRICES, STORY COUNTY. 

Index number Index number 
of prices of farm of prices of farm 

Sale price products* Sale pric. products· 
Year per acre (191()-14=100) Year per acre (191()-14 = 100) 

1854 $ 3.07 ... 1900 $ 47.52 65 
3.30 .,. 
3.85 ... 1901 53.02 71 
5.57 ... 62.64 76 
5.64 ... 72.39 69 
5.39 ... 12.27 65 
5.44 ... 74.18 66 

·81. 75 71 
1861 5.05 ... 86.10 76 

5.58 ... 90.95 76 
4.59 ... 104.15 88 
6.49 ... 109.13 102 
7.26 ... 
6.49 ... 1911 122.55 86 
7.34 ... 128. J3 99 
7.99 ... 142.44 100 
9.85 'S4 

162.64 113 
10.25 170.35 109 

"184.93 124 
1871 10.69 65 194.70 193 

11.85 SO 200.02 214 
11.93 58 237.55 228 
12.39 78 289.29 197 
11.98 79 
14.79 71 1921 284.60 104 
14.96 63 178.31 117 
14.57 49 180.45 120 
14.67 46 163.01 128 
14.00 57 150.14 154 

162.70 144 
1881 15.97 70 150.00 145 

17 .96 80 143.00 152 
21.01 71 143.79 154 
20.54 70 143.85 134 
21.29 57 
21.92 SO 1931 134.08 88 
20.37 56 1932 84.00 56 
22.30 60 1933 70.00 57 
21.40 48 1934 83.00 77 
22.87 50 ...... ... ...... . .. 

1891 26.62 61 ...... ... 
31.85 54 ...... .. , 

37.45 68 ...... ... 
36.74 61 ...... ., . 
36.01 58 ...... ., . 
41.42 46 ...... ., . 
39.46 50 ...... ., . 
39.03 55 ...... ., . 
42.51 57 ...... ... 

* Information collected by Department of Agricultural Economics, 
Iowa State C'ollege, Ames, Iowa. , 

Source: Iowa Ag. Exp. StH. Bul. No. 828. W. G. Murrar and 
W. O. Brown. 

possible for the obligations to be 
met. The Iowa index of farm prices 
dropped from 127 to 86 between 
1930 and 1931. The percentage of 

land sold at foreclosure sales in
creased and in 1932 when the index 
dropped to 56, foreclosures claimed 
3 percent of the land. 
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TABLlII '11. ESTIMATED LAND VALUE PEa ACRE. 
(1912·1' = 100) 

Geographical division and stat. 1920 ~I~I~!.J_~~'-_~!~I~ 
-----------.1--1-40- 127 127 126 126 116 lOS 
t;iddf.ni~t::t~tsi';."~::::::::::::::: 136114 III 109 101 96 82 
East North Central States............ 161 116 104 100 87 73 62 
West North Central States. . . ... .. . .. 184 126 115 112 97 81 64 

Minnesota........................ 213 . 159 145 138 116 98 79 

l?!O~:.'::::::::::::::::::::::: ~!~ m I~~ I~~ ;: :~ ~~ 
North Dakota. . .. ................ 145 109 100 98 85 73 66 

~~~~~~:.::::::}:::::::::: m m :i~ :H :zi !~ ~! 
South Atlantic States.. .. ...... ...... 198 148 137 132 116 96 80 
East South Central Stat.............. 199 141 133 129 117 97 79 
West South Central Stat.............. 177 144 139 136 121 97 82 
Mountain States.................... 151 105 101 101 100- 82 69 
Pacific States. . . . .. ... ........ . . .... 156 146 143 142 140 118 96 
UNITED STATES.................. 170 127 119 116 106 89 73 

Sonrce: .U. S. D • .A.. Bnreau of Agricultural Economiea, Cir. No. 854. 

FARM MORTGAGE DEBT BY LENDERS 

Private investors, deposit banks 
and mortgage companies did most of 4 

the foreclosing in the period from 
1920-25, but from 1926 on a new 
group of mortgage holders gained 
importance. This group includes 
the institutional investors who held 
only first mortgages. Included in 
this classification are the insurance 
companies, the Federal Land Bank 
and joint stock land banks who in 
1932 were responsible for 73 percent' 
of the foreclosures. 

Deficiency judgments have also 
increased in all but one of the last 12 
years. In 1921 only 26.5 percent of 
the land foreclosure sales ended 
with the land bid in for less than 

Fig. 120. Insurance companies and 
other corporations have been gradually 
taking the place of private investors as 
the source gf farm loans. 

Data in table 77. 

RATIO OF MORTGAGE DEBT TO 
VALUE OF MORTGAGED FARM 

Fig. 121 shows that the mortgage 
debt per value of the mortgaged farm 
in Iowa decreased from 1890 to 1920 
and increased rapidly from 1920 to 1930. 
In 1930, 48 percent of the land farmed 
was mortgaged. The chart also shows 
that Iowa's debt per value of the mort
gaged farm increased more rapidly 
since 1920 than that of the United 
States. 

Data in table 75. 
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TABLE 12. FARM MORTGAGE DEBT OF FARMS OPERATED BY FULL OWNERS, 1930. 

Amount Ratio Amount Ratio of of Mortg.ge Mortgage of of Mortgage Mortgage mortgage debt to debt per debt mortgage debt to debt per debt County debt value farm 
lIfo~) County debt value farm 

ro~I~) (Dollan) (P=tage) (Dollan) (Dollars) (Percentage) (Dollars) 
Adair ...................... 5.564.667 53.04 10,539 63.88 Sac ....................... 4,680,326 44.38 12,929 76.03 Adams .................... 3.186.983 50.92 8.431 57.28 Scott ...................... 4.627,268 44.09 8,797 82.11 AUamaItee ................. 3,799,527 50.69 7.15S 39.26 Shelby ..................... 7.865.239 48.53 13,153 79.03 Appanoooe ................. 2,338,748 49.36 4,650 34.76 Sioux •.•............••.•.•. 6,468,936 47.08 12,345 81.30 Audubon .................. 5.274,356 52.18 10.403 74.39 Story ...................... 5.869 998 48.18 11,487 83.18 Benton .......•••..••••.... 5,773.233 45.98 12,078 73.87 Tama ..................... 6.630.773 48.44 11,472 73.40 BlackHawk ......... · .•.•.•. 5.227.382 49.01 9.187 75.26 T.ylor ..................... 4,145.097 49.97 7,880 56.39 Boone .....•.•.•••••••••. ,. 4.124,278 43.70 8,719 . 74.62 Union ..................... 2,752,722 47.68 7.562 54.61 Bremer ..••.••.•••••..•.... 2.997.819 50.76 7,276 62.37 Van Buren .....•.......•... 2.466._ 49.52 5,846 39.89 Buchanan .................. 3,744,023 51.43 7,849 56.57 W.pello •...•.............. 2,749,059 47.58 5,599 51.72 

Buena Vista ................ 4,970,518 45.25 12,395 76.80 Warren .................... 4,104,155 48.19 6,761 55.32 Butler ..................... 4,668.438 52.88 9,626 66.60 ~:"~gt~~::::::::::::::: : 5,366,578 46.02 10,242 69.77 
Calhoun •••••••..•...••.•.. 4,254,556 41.36 11,785 77 .51 3.047,843 56.08 6,921 43.07 
Carroll .................... 6,575,825 46.89 13,420 80.52 Webster ..........•........ 5,875,591 47.36 11.991 79.97 
C ......................... 6,151,684 53.21 11,329 76.57 ;~::h1ek'::::::::: ::::::: 3,267,795 49.95 8,856 64.55 
Cedar ..................... 6.607,297 51.87 12,905 86.00 4,631,705 45.57 7,170 51.36 
Cerro Gordn ............... 3,524,032 47.00 9,013 63.47 ~~~:u?::::::::::::::::: : 7,776.880 45.11 10,624 70.32 
Cherokee ...•.......•..•... 3.920,502 50.36 12.647 73.87 3,041,810 48.34 8,568 55.44 
Chicltaaaw ................. 2,734,890 49.21 6,854 50.37 Wright .................... 5,152,554 50.83 13.212 78.93 
Clarke ..................... 2.961,016 58.53 7,896 48.31 

Clay ...................... 4,400.483 51.14 13,175 74.09 Source: U. S. Oenlu., 1930. 
CI.yton ................... 5,991.214 47.79 8,368 56.07 
Clinton .................... 6,968.542 52 87 10,737 74.14 

TABLE 78. FARM MORTGAGE DEBT SITUATION IN IOWA, Crawford .................. 7.793,827 48.94 12,694 70.85 
DaU ....................... 4,700.338 41.34 9,813 68.07 1915·1934. ESTIMATES BASED ON DATA FROM 13 
Davia .•.••...•.....•...••. 2.357,424 51.25 4,901 34.80 TOWNSHIPS. 
Decatur .•.•.....•...•.•.• ' 2,677,231 56.42 5,989 39.24 
Delaware .................. 4,551,357 51.35 9.582 62.79 

I 
Des MoiDes ..........•..... 2.400.569 51.67 7,597 59.26 Year, as of Tot.lf.rm I Percentage of Debts per acre of 
DiclUnaon .................. 2,546,233 52.01 11,023 66.16 December 31 mortgage debt land mortgaged land mortg.ged 

Dubuque .................. 6,018,718 45.00 8,723 54.45 1915 $ 685 ,000.000 38% $ 54 
Emmet .•.................. 2.799,659 53.02 10,768 71.53 1916 761,000,000 39 57 
F.yette .................... 4.590,875 50.03 7,041 52.47 1917 865.000,000 42 62 
Floyd ..................... 2,995,148 48.24 9,188 61.82 1918 961,000,000 42 67 
Franklin ................... 5,921,444 51.58 12.986 79.68 1919 1.070.000,000 42 77 
Fremont ••...•............. 3.743,137 41.62 18,456 63.58 1920 1,500,000,000 47 96 
Greene .••.......••........ 4,359,258 47.10 12,420 78.84 
Grundy .................... 4,403.634 45.19 12,405 74.03 1921 1,610,000,000 48 100 
Guthrie .•......•........... 4.771,767 50.19 8,804 62.01 1922 1,597.000,000 49 98 
Hamilton .................. 5,723,611 47.38 12,101 83.37 1923 1,618,000,000 50 96 

1924 1,605,000,000 51 94 
Hancock ................... 3,994,801 46.39 10,349 65.24 1925 1,531,000,000 SO 91 
H.rdin .................... 6.392.548 50.74 12,510 80.36 

87 Harrison ....••....•........ 5,996,226 46.66 8,517 63.44 1926 1,471,000,000 50 
Henry ..................... 2.775,662 43.37 7,461 59.03 1927 1,394,000,000 49 85 
Howard ........•.......... 1.891,259 45.51 6,567 45.28 1928 1,348,000,000 49 81 
Humboldt ................. 5,323.796 49.20 13,828 81.15 1929 1,311,000.000 49 80 
Ida ....................... 4,449,386 49.94 15,396 84.59 1930 1,265,000,000 48 78 
Iowa ..•.............•... o. 5,359,457 51.40 10,849 72.78 

48 75 
~:::~:::::::::::::::::: :': 4,787,527 55.56 8,269 49.50 1931 1.197,000,000 

7,390,301 52.09 10,453 74.82 1932 1,083,000,000 4S 71 
1933 998,000,000 45 66 

~f!erson ................... 3,060,496 52.63 7,768 55.18 1934 924,000,000 43 63 

~::::.".:::: :'::::::::::::: 6.287.856 50.50 10,804 77.21 
5,098.875 52.25 10,427 67.49 SourCe: Iowa Ag. Exp. Sta. Bul. No. 328. W. G. Murray an d 
4,589.001 46.68 7,778 59.60 ·W. O. Brown. Kossuth ..........•........ 7,609.932 48.08 12,022 69.51 

Lee ....................... 2,642,530 45.80 6,430 47.71 
Linn ..••....••............ 6,531,280 46.14 7,439 74.84 

TABLE 74. CLASSIFICATION OF FARMS BY DEBT PER AOR E 
Louisa ..................... 2,585,370 49.65 10,467 65.66 OF LAND MORTGAGED IN 13 TOWNSHIPS. Lucas .•.•...•.•..•....•.•. 2,117,991 53.71 5,771 37.49 
Lyon ...................... 4,548,107 49.31 13,496 73.15 

Madison ................... 4,730,994 49.23 8,617 58.63 Number of f.rms Percent 
Mahaska ........ : ......... 5,864,568 50.93 8,926 76.18 Debt 

Oct. IS, 1932 1921 1932 MBlion .•.•.•.•••••••..•... 4,208.109 51.51 7,679 57.11 per acre Dec. 31, 1921 
MarshaD .......•••......... 5,016,092 47.53 10,428 73.71 

51 85 4.8 8.3 Mills ...................... 2,765,000 38.40 8,560 59.91 • Il-$ 25 
MitcheD ................... 3.377,167 44.88 8,443 55.53 26- 50 169 234 15.9 22.9 
Monona .......•.•••••••... 5,122.636 51.04 10,519 64.55 51- 75 224 269 21.1 26.3 

Monroe ..•••.•..•.•.••••••. 2,163,913 4856 5,009 35.77 76- 100 180 280 16.9 27.4 

~=:tin~:::::::::::::: : 4.211,888 48.47 11,477 77.12 101- 125 III 68 10.4 
'. 

6.7 

3,636,244 49.31 9,854 72.24 126- ISO III 53 10.4 5.2 
151- 175 76 13 7.1 1.3 

O'Brien •.••••••••.......... 4.815,792 50.05 13,230 80.96 176- 200 44 5 4.1 .5 
40 7 3.8 .7 Osceola ••••••••••..•.••••.. 2,725.693 50.83 12.561 69.92 201- 225 

2 2.2 .2 

~:f:Aii,;::::::::::::::::: : 5,248,246 46.80 10,093 71.53 226- 250 23 
3,999,577 50.60 11,833 69.65 251 or more 35 5 3.3 .5 

Plymouth .................. 5,498,070 44.80 11,926 68.85 
Total· .......... 1 1,064 1,021 100% 100% Pocahontaa ................ 4.730,619 44.51 12,255 76.67 

Pollr. ...................... 4,884,385 40.18 6,539 81.62 
Pottawattamie ••.•••..••••. 9,166,782 46.42 9,241 77.51 

Source: Iowa Ag. Exp. Sm. Oir. No. 142. W. G. Murray an <I 
Poweshiek ................. 5.246,211 51.90 10,750 72.64 

R. O. Bentley. Ringgold ................... 3,422,947 52.11 6,860 44.07 
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TABLE 75. COMPARISON OF LAND VALUES AND MORTGAGE 
DEBTS ON FARMS IN IOWA AND THE UNITED STATES. 

TABLE 76. NEW LOANS CLASSIFIED BY PURPOSE. 
13 TOWNSHIPS. 

Average value of Average amount of Ratio of mortgage 
land and buildings debt debt to value 

per mortgaged farm per mortgaged farm of mortgaged farm 
-------------------'---

United United United 
States Iowa States Iowa States Iowa ---

April1, 1930 .. , $8,997 $19,853 $3,561 $9,626 39.6 48.5 
January I, 1920 11,465 34,662 3,356 9,358 29.1 27,0 
April IS, 1910 .• 6,289 14,574 1,715 4,048 27.3 27,8 
June I, 1890 ... 3,444 ~ 3,964 1,224 1,319 35.5 33.3 

Source: U. S. D. A. Bureau of AgrIcultural EconomICS. 

TABLE 77. PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OIl'- OUTSTANDING 
DEBT BY LENDERS, 18 TOWNSIDPS. 

Mortgage 
Vear as of Private Insurance Deposit companies Land 

December 31 investors companies banks misc. ' banks Total 

1915 .......... 54 22 20 4 0 100 
1920 .......... 61 20 14 3 2 100 
1925 .......... 43 32 15 3 7 100 

-
Land Renewal Miscell ... 

Vear purchase land purchase neous Total 

1915 ............... $ 845,800 $ 364,000 $ 558,900 $1,768,700 

1916 ............... 899,400 639,000 383,900 1,922',300 
1917 ............... 1,156,300 848,600 546,600 2,551,500 
1918 ............... 1,356,100 366,400 298,100 2,020,600 
1919 ............... 1,444,300 406,600 317,700 2,168,600 
1920 ............... 4,111,800 683,100 894,500 5,689,400 

1921 ....•...••..•.• 695,800 848,900 1,002,200 2,546,900 
1922 .•••.•.•••.••.. 249,000 1,197,000 651,200 2,097,200 
1923 ............... 403,500 1,501,000 834,200 2,738,700 
1924 ............... 343,700 919,100 746,524 2,009,324 
1925 ............... 389,700 1,192,400 468,000 2,050,100 

1926 ............... 434,521 738,771 645,066 1,818,358 
1927 ............... 513,000 466,487 354,070 1,333,557 
1928 ............... 233,300 701,250 748,177 1,682,727 
1929 ............... 153,050 383,410 555,465 1,091,925 
1930 ............... 154,294 502,200 521,657 1,178,151 

1931. .............. 124,800 316,005 541,622 982,427 
1932* .............. 57,970 146,273 223,576 427,819 

• To Oct. 15, 1932. 1930 .......... 32 39 15 2 12 100 
1932* ......... 27 42 16 3 12 100 Source: Iowa Ag. Ex. Sta. Oir. No. 142. W. G. Murra,. and 

R. C. Bentley. 

• To Oct. 15, 1932. 
Source: Iowa Agr. Ex'p. Sta. Cir. No. 142. W. G. Murra,. and 

R. O. Bentle,.. 

TABLE 78. ESTIMATED FARM MORT· 
, GAGE HOLDINGS OF LENDERS IN 

IOWA, JAN. I, 1935. 

Lenders 

Insurance companies ...• 
Private investors ...... . 
Federal Land Bank· .. , . 
Land Bank ColllllliS'-

sioner· ............ . 
Joint stock land banks .. 
Deposit banks, .. , ..... 
Miscellaneous .....•.... 

Amount 

$369,000,000 
185,000.000 
168,000,000 

38,000,000 
35,000,000 

111,000,000 
18,000,000 

40 
20 
18 

4 
4 

12 
2 

-1----
Total ............. $924,000,000 100 

• Actunl figures from atatement. of condi· 
tion, Fedel'B1 Land Bank, Dec. 31, 1984, Farm 
Credit Administration, Washington, D. 0 .. 
p.14. 

Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta. Bul. No. 828, 
W. G. Murra,. and W. O. Brown. 

Fig. 122. From 1915 to 1920, espe
cially 1920, a large proportion of mort
gage loans were used to buy land. 
After 1920 the loans were used mostly 
to renew mortgages on land purchased 
and for other purposes. 

Data in table 76. 

TABLE 79. LOANS CANCELLED AND REASONS FOR CANCELLATION. 
13 IOWA TOWNSHIPS. 

Vear 

1915 ..••..•............ 
1920 ......•....•.••..•• 
1925 ................... 
1930 .•........•..•...•. 
1931. .................. 
1932* .................. 
1933 ................... 
1934 ................... 

• Oct. 15. 
** Dec. 1. 

Renewals 
(percent) 

67.2 
40,9 
57.0 
47.8 
38.8 
17.5 
24.9 
61.2 

Sale of land 
(percent) 

11.4 
34.4 
12.6 
6,2 
2,1 
5.1 
3.1 
2.0 

Forced Sales Miscellaneous 
(percent) (percent) 

.3 21.1 

in 24.7 
16.7 

22.7 23.3 
39.4 19.7 
66,5 10.9 
62.3 9,7 
21.3 15.5 

Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta. Bul. No. 815. W. G. Murra,. • 
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TABLE 80. LOANS PAID, CLASSIFIED BY REASON FOB. 

PAYMENT, 18 TOWNSHIPS. 

Vea. 
Sal. of Forced MisceJla.. 

Renewal land sal .. neous Total 

1915 ....... , • 494,300 • 83,600 • 2,400 '154,900 • 735,200 

i916 ........ 770,900 281,800 
"2;000 186,300 1,239,000 

1917 ........ 952,100 369,700 288,700 1,612,500 
1918 ........ 475,400 369,300 800 311,400 1,156,900 
1919 ........ 592,900 361,600 3,600 233,300 1,191,400 
1920 ........ 743,100 624,100 ....... 447,600 1,814,800 

1921 ........ 947,800 221,300 77,100 308,200 1,554,400 
1922 ........ 1,465,200 209,700 331,300 202,300 2,208,500 
19B ........ 1,610,800 3U,I00 228,700 326,400 2,553,000 
1924 ........ 1,250,300 314,900 307,200 258,800 2,131,200 
1925 ........ 1,546,500 341,800 371,100 454,900 2,714,300 

1926 ........ 932,950 113,900 909,064 408,723 2,364,637 
1927 ........ 618,672 79,552 782,571 539,836 2,020,631 
1928 ........ 1,253,645 33,_ 431,474 366,342 2,084,805 
1929 ........ 729,231 71,125 265,643 374,908 1,440,907 
1930 ........ 753,453 97,500 358,696 367,482 1,577,131 

1931.. ...... 619,496 33,670 629,824 315,492 1,598,482 
1932· ....... 251,561 74,000 959,135 157,280 1,435,682 

• To O.$. 15, 1932, 
Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta. O'ir. No, 142. W. G. Murray and 

R. C. Bentley, 

TABLE 82. FORECLOSURES BY PRIVATE INVESTORS AND 
INSURANCE COMPANIES IN 16 IOWA OOUNTIES 1927·S4. 

Vear 

1927 ........................ . 
1928 ........................ . 
1929 ........................ . 
1930 ........................ . 

1931 ........................ . 
1932 ........................ . 
1933 ........................ . 
1934 ........................ . 

Number of foreclosure sal .. 

Private investors 

203 
152 
101 
100 

172 
267 
125 
108 

Insurance companies 

70 
61 
68 
66 

212 
485 
308 
431 

Number of Percentage of 
foreclosures aU land in farms Vear 

1927 ...................... . 
1928 ...................... . 
1929 ...................... . 
1930 ...................... . 

2,300 
1,900 
1,500 
1,500 

1931. ....... ,.............. 3,400 
1932....................... 6,400 
1933....................... 3,700 
1934....................... 3,900 

Total .............................. . 

.97 

.86 

.67 

.59 

1.55 
2.91 
1.66 
1.80 

11.01 

$ 25,000,000 
21,000,000 
17 ,000,000 
15,000,000 

41,000,000 
76,000,000 
47,000,000 
49,000,000 

$291,000,000 

Total for the state estimated from complete recordB for 16 oounti .. 
representing one'BiXth of the state. 

Source: Iowa Agr. Exp, Sta, Bul. No. 828, W, G, Murray and Sonrce: Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta, Bul. No, 828. W. G, Murray and 
W. O. Brown. W. O. Brown. 

TOWNSHIPS INCLUDED IN MORTGAGE SURVEY the amount of the mortgage. By 
1932, however, over 74 percent of 
the land failed to receive a bid that 
equalled the amount of the mort
gage against it. 

Fig. 123. The map shows the location of the 13 townships used by Mr. Murr~y 
and Mr. Bentley in their survey of mortgage conditions. Much of the data In 
this chapter is based on figures obtained in this survey. 

Since the advent of the insurance 
companies as sources of loans, defi
ciency judgments have increased in 
size, The aim of securing a bid that 
is less than the amount of the mort
gage has been to make possible the 
appointment of a receiver so that the 
equivalent of rent may be collected 
from the property during the year 
that is allowed for the redemption 
of it. 

Interest Rates* 
In a study made of Story County, 

the 78 years of mortgage history 
were characterized by three distinct 
periods of interest rates, In the ear-

* Iowa Agricultural Experi~ent Station, 
ReB. Bu!. No, 156, W. G. Murray. 
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~NI8~lk OF IOWA REAL ESTATE FOREOLOSURES. 

'nited 
,tates 

!,997 

lue Of 
ldllr 

vo-o-di94 1-198 I 174 111 

Mar. --
122 
82 
81 
77 

April May ----
270 175 
136 118 
178 95 
136 ... 

\ ,~~r.2 percent of tetal population. 

June --192 
160 
116 ... 

July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. ----------
172 150 94 209 186 
96 183 151 185 120 
75 83 103 132 133 ... ... ... ... . .. 

Dec. --
186 
173 
172 
.., 

I 
J' j 1.4. ~rcent of tetal population. 

. .. 27.9 ercent of tetal population. 
-- vision Research and Statistics, Federal Home Loan Bank Board, Wash· 
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TABLE 77 ;'5. PEROENTAGE OF FOREOLOSURES BY LENDERS Il{.16 OOUNTIES. 
-

Private Deposit Federal Land 
Joint 

stock land Mortgage co's Total 
!.~ear D I investors 

I Inouran.ce 
compames banks Bank bank and others 

1~ 

I/') 

IX « 

1921 65,4 4,6 22.3 .... 1,5 6.2 100.0 
1922 68.9 2.5 18.9 .... .3 9.4 100.0 
1923 59.2 3.9 25.7 .... .3 10.9 100.0 
1924 58.2 5.9 24.0 'i:o 1.1 10.8 100.0 
1925 55.4 8.9 21,7 1.8 11.2 100.0 
1926 59.2 10.7 19.7 .6 2.0 7.8 100.0 
1927 53.7 18.5 19.0 .5 2.4 5.9 100.0 
1928 49.5 19.9 20.8 1.6 3.6 4.6 100.0 
1929 40.7 27.4 18.5 1.2 7.3 4.9 100.0 
1930 41,2 27.2 18.9 .4 4.5 7.8 100.0 
1931 31.2 38.5 13.4 2.4 10.2 4.3 100.0 
1932 25.4 46.1 10.2 6.7 9.1 2.5 100.0 
1933 20.8 51,3 8.2 5.3 lZ.2 2.2 100.0 
1934 16.9 67.3 7.2 2.8 4.2 1.6 100.0 

Source. Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta. Bul. No. 828. W. G. Mnrray and W. O. Brown. 

TABLE 86. NUMBER OF FARMS PER 1,000 CHANGING OWNERSHIP BY 
FOREOLOSURE, BANKRUPTOY AND RELATED OAUSES. 

1926 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 -------------I------------Iowa ....................... 26.9 27.3 28.1 25.2 25.1 24.8 52.5 78.3 

United Slates ............... 17.4 18.2 17.6 14.8 15.7 18.7 41.7 54.1 

Source: U. S. D. A. Bureau of Agricultural Economics, Oir. 209. 

LOANS CANCELLED AND REASONS FOR CANCELLATION 
3r-----------~------------~-------------r------------~ 

j2r---------r--.~~~~~~~~~~~.--+------__1 o 
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Fig. 12-\ shows that renewal of existing loans has been the way in which most 
Iowa farm loans since 19l5 have been cancelled. During the last few years 
forced sales have tended to take the place of renewals. 

Data in table 19. . 

Iiest, lasting from 1854 to 1880, the 
usual rate was 10 percent.. In the 
next period, between 1881 and 1900, 
a transition from 10 to 5 percent 
took place. In the last period, inter
est rates remained almost continu- . 
ously at 5 percent. (See fig. 127.) 

An explanation of the prevailing 
high rate in the early years is to be 
found in the scarce supply of and 
the strong demand for funds. The 
drop in the sixties is explained by 
the interest rate charged on school 
fund loans. After 1863 loans were 
made from these funds at 8 percent 
instead of 10. In the next decade 
most of the loans made out of the 
school funds were 10 percent mort
gages. In the seventies a foreshad
owing of the break away from 10 
percent mortgages was evident in 
the increased number of 9 percent 
mortgages. 

The second period, 1881-1900, in
cluded a complete change from a 
frontier region of 10 percent mort
gages to a well established farming 
area of 5 percent mortgages. The 
average rate of interest on all loans, 
as shown in fig. 127 started at 8.6 
percent in 1880 and ended at 7.1 in 
1890. The decline in interest rates 
in the 20 years, 1881-1900, was the 
result of improved security, in
creased' funds with more competi-· 
tion among lenders, and the absence 
of any large amount of land pur
chase activity. The increase in value 
of land during these years while 
prices of farm products remained 
practically constant, indicated an im
prbvement of land as security for 
loans. 

In the third period, 1901-1931, 
the rate of interest most commonly 
charged was 5 percent. 

Term of Loans 

In the same study of Story 
County, averages for the 78-year 
period indicate that 5-year loans 
made up 48 percent of the total of 
loans for which information was 
available. Next in order carne loans 
specifying a term of less than 5 
years, 29 percent being loans of this 
class. Installment loans came third 
with 13 percent and loans for more 
than 5 years came last with 10 per
cent of the total. 

Although for the entire period 
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Fig. 125. The number of Iowa real 'variation from month to month in the 
estate foreclosures has decreased slight- number of foreclosures. Figures rep
ly since 1932. There is considerable 

more S-year loans were made than 
for any other terril, records for the 
years 1854-70, showed a preponder
ance of loans with a term of 1 year 
or less. Of 378 loans made in the 
fifties, as shown in table 91, 193 
were for 1 year or less, 85 for from 
1 to 4 years and 11 months, and 82 
. for 5 years. The sixties, with 478 
loans for 1 year or less, and 309 for 
5 years, fall in the same category as 

the fifties. One exception was the 
rise in installment loans from 12 in 
the fifties to 384 in the sixties. 

The trend toward more 5-year 
loans which started in the decade, 
1871-80, reached a climax in the dec
ade, 1901-10, with 2,270 loans in 
this class or 64 percent of all loans 
carrying term information. In the 
years 1911-20, a smaller percentage 
of 5-year mortgages was counterbal-

TABLE 8T. LAND VALUES. AOREAGE'IN FOREOLOSURE AND AOREAGE 
INVOLVED IN DEFIOIENOY JUDGMENTS IN 16 OOUNTIES. 

Land 
Deficiency acreage in percentage values Total acreage in percentage 

per acre --------- Total 
County 1930 1921-25 1926-30 1931-32 1921- 1921-25 1926-30 1931-32 

census 32 ---------
Boone ........ . 1152 4.0 2.1 2.1 ' 8.2 l.e3 .73 1.79 
Cedar ......... 151 2.6 2.1 2.5 7.2 1.23 1.18 1.99 
Cerro Gordo ... 115 7.0 6.8 5,8 19.6 . :lii . :lii i:ils Cherokee ...... 140 2.9 2.5 3.0 8.4 
Clarke ......... 78 6.8 7.3 U.3 27.4 4.96 4.89 7.84 
Fayette .•..... 95 2.6 5.2 3.7 11.5 1.02 I. 75 2.85 
Guthrie ..•...• 113 7.0 4.9 5.8 17.7 2.83 3.32 5.28 
Hancock .••.... 125 4.8 7.3 4.5 16.6 1.70 3.60 J.02 
Harrison ..... ,., 122 6.7 4.9 l.8 15.4 3.52 2.27 3.14 
~enon ••.•.•. 95 3.2 4.2 3.4 10.8 1.09 3.21 3.01 

143 3.5 3.2 2.5 9.2 .82 1.68 2.06 
Lyon .•........ US 2.4 2.0 5.4 9.8 .96' .98 4.15 
Montgomery .. . 145 2.6 1.8 3.7 8.1 .97 .96 3.34 
Pocahontas .... 153 3.5 5.7 4.7 U.9 1.06 2.30 3.84 
Story .......... 154 4.3 4.8 4.2 U.S 1.05 .66 ,3.47 

Average ... 1 
-,-------- 1.97 3.38 .... 4.28 4.31 4.39 ... 1.62 

Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta., Oir.,1<lT. W. G. Murray and R. O. Bentley. 

IOWA STATE COLLEGE 

resent about 30 percent of Iowa popula
tion. 

Data in table 84. 

anced by an increase in the percent
age of long term' installment and 
long term one-payment loans. The 
land banks with 126 loans to their 
credit were partially responsible for 
this as were also lenders who granted 
lO-yearloans; a type of loan which 
increased in number to 204 in this 
period . 

A further advance was scored by 
amortization in the decade, 1921-30, 
their total rising from 126 to 221. 
Contrary to the preceding decade, 
however, lO-year loans slumped to 
a total of 98. Loans with a term of 
from 6 to 9 years also declined in 
this recent decade. On the other 
hand, loans for less than 5 years in
creased. Thus 'a peculiar situation 
existed., increases being registered in 
long-term installment loans over 30 
years and in loans under 5 years, and 
decreases being registered in all 
classes of loans in between. Al
though short-term loans in~reased in 
number, it was because the borrow
ers were forced to take whatever 
terms they could get, and the lend
ers, with the exception of land ba~ks, 
chose short-term mortgages in order 
to keep their funds' as liquid as pos
sible. 



TABLE 88. NUMBER AND SIZE OF DEFICIENCY JUDGMENTS, 
14 COUNTIE8-1915·1932. 

Year 

1915 ••.•..........•...• 

:m··················· 

m!~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

lit!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

m[iiiiiiiiiiiiiiii~i 
1m.·················· .................. 

Total .••..•••....•. 

• To Dec. 1. 1932. 

Number 

Percent 
All I Deficiency I of all 

judgmeuts judgments judgments 

28 

27 
16 
24 
15 
23 

117 
292 
2RO 
337 
339 

310 
347 
277 
225 
224 

507 
848 

4,236 

6 

4 
2 
4 

••• 
31 
83 

103 
132 
143 

137 
131 
124 
102 
129 

368 
628 

2,131 

21.4 

14.8 
12.5 
16.6 

ii:. 
26.5 
28.4 
36.8 
39.2 
42.2 

44.2 
37.8 
44.8 
45.3 
57.6 

72.6 
74.1 

50.3 

Total 
judgments 

in deficiency 
cases 

• 20,758 

25,702 
5,781 

42,583 

···.i;i;i9 
391,876 

1,111,086 
1,485,759 
1,887,476 
1,905,501 

1,578,493 
1,487,016 
1,370,305 
1,343,673 
1,317 ,789 

4,520,545 
7,871,053 

$26,413,015 

Amount 

Deficiency 

• 6,205 

7,912 
1,691 

32,186 

. ii;j62 
130,276 
266,567 
306,220 
365,046 
311,707 

257,818 
284,676 
344,128 
218,515 
227,191 

739,512 
934,068 

4,456,080 

TABLE 90. NUMBER OF MORTGAGES CLASSIFIED BY 
RATE OF INTEREST CHARGED. 

Rate of interest 
Years ------------------ Total 

10 9 8 7 6 5 

Percent 
of total 

judgmenta 

29.9 

30.8 
29.3 
75.6 

.7:0 
33.2 
24.0 
20.6 
19.3 
16.4 

16.3 
19.1 
25.1 
16.3 
17.2 

16.4 
11.9 

16.9 

Interest 
rate 

not given --------------- --- ---
1854-1860 ..•••••.•. 235 I 3 5 12 I 257 158 
1861-1870 ..•....... 847 4 278 31 63 I 1,224 302 
1871-1880 ...•..••.• 2,776 196 359 89 69 2 3,491 408 
1881-1890 ..•••..... 462 26 1,967 481 662 5 3,603 223 
1891-1900 .•...••••. 8 . I 932 1,448 1,315 393 4,097 147 
1901-1910 .......... 1 '" 186 207 998 2,133 3,525 81 
1911-1920 .••.••.... 4 '" 161 265 1,266 2,369 4,065 361 
1921-1930 .......... 4 ... 361 315 940 1,409 3,069 711 

-_.-

Sonree: Muna,., W. G.-Iowa Agr. Ex. Sla. Research Bul. No. 156. 

1 .... > .... >/ TABLE 89. NUMBER OF DEFICIENCY JUDGMENTS ,'ii"5l!;"51 
FORECLOSURE SALES BY LENDER8-16 COl'NTIE,;;e =: 

Joint 

Year I' Private 1 Insuran!", I Deposit I Mortga~e lDveston compames banks compames 

Federal 
land 
bank 

.tock I land MisceJla'·1 II O· 
banks DeoUS ~ .... 

-19-1-5-.. -.-.. -.-•. -.-.. -.-.. -.-.. --3- ... I 4 I 

1916. .......... .•. ... 5 
1917................. I 
1918................. 3 
1919... ... ........... .,. 
1920 ...... '" ........ 3 

1921. . . . .. ..•...•.. .. 27 
1922................. 76 I 
1923................. 83 2 
1924................. 92 6 
1925 ...... '" ... ... . . 98 14 

1926................. 91 12 
1927................. 81 19 
1928................. 64 13 
1929................. 45 22 
1930................. 58 30 

1931... ....... .... .. . 108 139 
1932. . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • 183 365 
1933* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68 178 

6 
11 
21 
30 
25 

37 
30 
38 
23 
29 

58 
75 
35 

1 
8 
6 

13 
19 

7 
6 
8 
8 
7 

14 
12 
8 

.:.-

2 
I 
5 
3 
I 

13 
62 
34 

2 
6 

5 
8 

11 
13 
9 

54 
84 
63 

3 
2 
I 

2 
8 

5 
6 
I 

8 

5 
3 
5 

"'4 

34 
96 

115 
145 
165 

155 
146 
139 
116 
142 

391 
787 
387 

>
C'l 
~ 
...... 
n 
c:::: 
t-t 
o-j 

Total. . . . • . . . . • .. 1,089 802 424 120 123 
-1-·- ...... 

255 30 12,843 '-I 

* To Dec. I, 1983. 
Souree: Iowa Agr. Esp. Sla. Bui. No. 315. W. G. Muna,.. 

TABLE 91. PERCENTAGE DISTRmUTION OF' MORTGAGES 
GIVEN BY SPEOIFIED TERM.· 

-

Oto 5 Yrs.l mo. 
Years 4 Yrs.lI mos. 5 Years and over Installment Total 

1854-60 ......... 73 22 2 3 100 
1861-70 ......... 51 22 I 26 100 
I 871-l!0 ......... 37 33 6 24 100 
1881-90 ......... 29 46 10 15 100 
1891~ ......... 27 52 10 II 100 
1901-10 ......... 20 64 II 5 100 
1911-20 ....•.... 20 56 16 8 100 
1921-30 ......... 30 50 8 12 100 

Total ....... 29 48 10 13 100 

"Baaed on a Btudy of Story County. 
Source: Murra,., W. G., Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta. Rea. Bui. No. 156. 
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Fig. 126. Insurance companies fore
closed even a higher percentage of the 
total land foreclosed in 1934 than in 
1933. In 1933 they foreclosed S1.3 per
cent, and in 1934 they foreclosed 67.3 
percent. 

Data in table 8S. 
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Fig. 127. The above chart shows that interest rates have been moving down 
since 185S and now average between Sand Sy. percent. 
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CHAPTER V. IOWA FARM TAXES 

I ow A in 1934, with a total tax
able farm acreage of 34,298,-
559, had $30,425,323 of taxes 

levied to be collected in 1935 or a 
tax of 89 cents per acre. 

From 1919 to \932 farm taxes 
per $100 of real estate value gradu
ally increased until they were ap
proximately three times higher than 
in 1919. The combined effects of 
land values gradually decreasing 
and taxes increasing brought about 
this change. 
. As is shown in fig. 129, prices in
creased more rapidly than taxes 
until 1919. Using 1913 as 100, taxes 
rose to 225 in 1922 and remained 
near that figure until 1931, when 
they declined to 202. In 1932 they 
declined to 183. In other words, 
taxes were 83 percent higher in 1932 
than they were in 1913. Taxes have 
declined further since 1932. While 
taxes in 1932 were considerably 
higher than they were before the· 
war, farm prices were only 55 per
cent of the pre-war level. The tax
paying power of Iowa farm prod
ucts in 1932 was 30 percent of what 
it was in 1910-14. Since 1932 the 
situation has been helped by the in
crease in prices and the decrease in 
taxes. 

The principal reason for the in
crease in taxes is that from year to 
year new functions, new services 
have been assigned to the various 
government agencies. People have 
been buying more government serv

. ices, such as better schools, the safe
guarding of the public health, and 
the care of unfortunates. 

There has been a· tendency in re
cent years to lighten farm property 
taxes in relation to total taxes. Over 
a long period, property taxes have 
not actually declined, but the pro
portion they make of total taxes has 
declined because of the increase in 
other taxes. Property taxes have 
declined considerably since 1930. In 
1912 only 3 percent of state and local 
taxes were produced by sources 
other than the property tax. In 
1935, about 35 percent came from 
other sources. Under the present 
law general state administrative ex
penses will be mostly financed by 
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Fig. 128. Farm real estate taxes per $100 of value increased rapidly from 
1919 to 1932. Since then there has been a sharp decline. Iowa taxes averalred 
less than those for the rest of the country until 1932, but have been slightly more 
since then. 

TABLE 92. TAX PAYING POWER OF IOWA FARM PRODUOTS. 

Index of Ratio of Index of Ratio of I Index of Ratio of 
Index of h~g taxes to cattle taxes to corn taxes to 

Iowa taxes pnces hog prices cattle prices com 
Year 1913=100 1910-14=100 prices 1910-14 = 100 prices 1910-14=100 prices 

1913 ........ 100 105 95 110 91 98 102 
1914 ........ 100 105 95 115 87 115 87 
1915 ........ 108 89 121 109 99 121 89 
1916 ........ 115 117 98 121 95 134 86 
1917 ........ 132 196 67 153 86 250 53 

1918 ........ 136 224 61 184 74 252 54 
1919 ........ 169 229 74 194 87 267 63 
1920 ........ 197 177 111 160 123 219 90 
1921. ....... 215 104 207 101 213 76 283 
1922 ........ 225 116 194 108 208 91 247 

1923 ... .... 224 95 236 115 195 129 174 
1924 .. ..... 220 100 220 116 190 159 138 
1925 ........ 206 151' 136 133 155 170 121 
1926 ...... 204 159 128 125 163 115 177 
1927 ...... " 203 131 155 140 145 140 145 

1928 ........ 206 117 176 171 120 153 135 
1929 ........ ·218 129 169 169 129 148 147 
1930 ........ 222 120 185 144 154 132 168 
1931. ....... 202 77 262 102 198 81 249 
1932 ........ 183 44 416 77 238 44 416 

1933 ........ 162 46 352 68 238 51 318 
1934 ........ 152 57 267 78 195 108 141 

Source: Agr. Ec. Sec. Iowa State C'ollege, Revised September 15, 1935. 

the sales tax and other revenue, and 
will not be dependent upon the prop
erty tax. 

The sales tax that went into effect 
in 1934 was intended to lighten the 
property tax. It assesses the tax on 
the retailer who passes it on to the 
consumer in the form of a levy of 2 
percent of the price of the article. 
This tax makes it possible to collect 

from many professional men and 
wage earners who otherwise would 
not have to pay direct taxes. The 
sales tax lightens the tax on property 
for the administrative functions of 
the government and puts a larger 
proportion directly upon the people 
who benefit from them. 

Public schools are entirely depend
ent upon the property tax for their 



TABLE DS; PARM REAL ESTATE TAXES 
PER $100 OJ!' VALUE. 

Y ... Iowa United Slate! 

1913 ........... • .SO • .55 
IQI4 .•.....•••. .46 .56 
hiS ...•....... .44 .57 
1916 .•. ; ....•.. .45 .57 
1917 .••..•..•.. .48 .58 

1918 .•......... .44 .57 
1919 .••...•.... .41 .59 
1920 ....••..... .52 .79 
1921.. •..•..... .69 .94 
1922 .•...•••... .75 . 96 

1923 .•.•....•.. .80 1.01 
1924 •... ; •..... .83 1.03 
1925 •....•••••. .81 1.07 
1926 ........... .86 1.12 
1927 ........... .88 1.15 

1928 ........... .90 1.18 
1929 ........... .98 1.19 
1930 ........... 1.14 1.28 
1931 ........... 1.28 1.42 
1932 ........... 1.59 1.50 

1933 ........... 1.28 1.21 
19.14 ........... 1.16 1.11 

Bourc.: U. S. D. A. Bureau of Agri. 
Economic •• 

support. Differences in school fa
cilities may often be explained by 
the differences in school taxes be
tween districts. 

The gasoline tax has taken from 
property a large percentage of its 
burden of supporting the upkeep and 
construction of highways. In 1912 
about 93 percent of the highway 
funds came from property. While 
in 1934 only 27 percent came from 
the latter. A 3-cent tax on gasol.ine 
has been an important means of im
proving Iowa's highways. 

Expendituresl 

Of the total tax income of the 
state (see table 96) the largest pro
portion is spent by the state govern
ment, nearly $41,000,000 in 1934. 
The schools·.come next with about 
$36,000,000. This does not include . 
the institutions under the control of 
the State Board of Education. 
Counties spent nearly $32,000,000 
and towns and cities spent about 
$12,000,000. 

The charts in fig. 133 show the in
come and expenditures of the state 
government, the county governments 
and the public schools in 1931-32. 

About half the state's expendi
tures are for roads. The institu
tions under state control take about 
~rter and the remaining quar-

• H~pkin., John A. The agricultural emerg· 
enO)' ID Iowa. VI. The Iowa tax situation
an analysis for farmers. Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta., 
Cir. 1414. 193a. 
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Fig .. 129. Th~ above chart s.hows the course of farm prices, taxes and land 
valu~s In !OW~ since 1913. It Will be noted that taxes are far above their pre-war 
relahon~hlp WIth land values and farm prices, 

Data In table 94. 

ter is divided among minor items, of 
which an important one is local re
ceipts of the state schools spent· by 
the board of education. All but one
eighth of the total money received 
by the state gvernment goes fOl pri
mary roads and state institutions. 

The county governments also use 
about one-half of their funds for 
roads, about 28 percent for mainte
nance and about 21 percent for con
struction. Care of the poor and' care 
of insane in state hospitals cost the 
average county about 15 percent of 

total receipts, about the same as the 
cost of maintaining the county 
offices. 

The school system of Iowa uses 
about 62 percent of its receipts for 
teachers' salaries. Interest and prin
cipal payments on the school bonds 
cost about as much as the fuel, rent 
and janitor charges. 

These expenditure c h art s, it 
should be remembered. are made on 
the basis of 1931-32 figures and are 
not comparable with the tax figures 
in this section. 

TABLE 94. IOWA TAX BURDEN PER ACRE. 
, Index of 

Year Tax per Land Percent tax is Index of Index of estimated value 
acrel values1 01 land value farm prices' taxes' per acre' 

1913 .................. • .56 • 118 .47 104 100 99 
1914 .................. .56 124 .45 107 100 104 
1915 .................. .60 134 .45 100 108 112 
1916 ....••.•..•....... .64 153 .42 120 115 128 
1917 .................. .74 160 .46 182 132 134 

1918 .................. .76 174 .44 209 136 145 
1919 .................. .94 192 .49 220 169 160 
1920 .................. 1.10 255 .43 188 197 213 
1921. ................. 1.20 235 .51 107 215 197 
1922 .................. 1.26 194 .65 114 225 162 

1923 .................. 1.25 186 .67 113 224 156 
1924 .................. 1.23 171 .72 119 220 143 

1925 .................. 1.15 162 .71 150 206 136 
1926 .................. 1.14 155 .74 146 204 130 

1927 .................. 1.14 145 .79 139 203 121 

1928 ................. · 1.32* 140 .94 141 206 117 

1929 .................. 1.40 139 1.00 146 218 116 

1930 .................. 1.40 135 1.00 127 222 113 

1931. ................. 1.22 117 1.00 86 202 98 

1932 .................. 1.12 90 1.20 55 183 80 

1933 .................. .98 65 1.50 57 162 58 

1934 .................. .89 80 1.12 74 152 67 

Source: 1. U. S. D. A. Bureau of Agr. EconoD.ics. 
2. U. S. D. A. Circular a09. 1912·14 = 100. 
8. Agr. Econ. Sec., Iowa'State Coilege. 1910·14 = 100. 

* From 1928 on, the tax per ... re waB furniBhed by the State Board of As.eB.· 
ment and Review, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Fig. 130. The bars in the 
chart show the level of total 
state and local taxes in Iowa 
for the years named. The line 
running through \the bars shows 
the percentage of total taxes com
ing from the general prope~ty 
tax. In 1912 nearly an our taxes 
came from property. In 1935 
nearly 40 percent of the tax bill 
was paid through other-than
property taxes. 

Data in table 98. 

Fig. 131. The bars in this 
chart show the total taxes levied 
in Iowa for general state pur
poses, and the line running 
through the bars shows the per
centage coming from property 
taxes. General state expenses 
were about three-fourths paid by 
property taxes in 1912. But in 
1935 these expenses were met 
mostly by special taxes, income 
taxes, the sales tax and others, 
leaving less than 20 percent to 
be borne by property, 

Data in table 99. 

IOWA'S TAX LOAD 

TAXES rOR GENERAL STATE PURPOSES 

If) 

~15r-----------------------i 5 ~ General 
o ~fvnd 
L.. __ Percentage 
o 10 from Property 
til 
Z o 
:i 
..J 

~ 

AGR. 

PERCENTAGE Of SCHOOL At-{) HIGHWAY TAXES fROM PROPERTY 

Fig. 132. Almost an school ex
penses in Iowa are paid from the 
general property tax. The burden 
of highway construction and 
maintenance, however, has been 
shifted to other taxes and now 
only slightly more than one
fourth is paid from property 
taxes. 

Data in table 101. 

100 

"' Public Scheels -~o -r-.... eo 
~ 70 

~GO - .. 
Highways -z. ~ ~ .50 

Z ~ 1.1 .. 0 
~ -I--~ 30 

20 

10 

0 
1~12 '14- 'I~ '16 20 '2'2. '24 '2~ 20 'so '32- '33 

ACA lCON. CHART NO 11-211 IOWA STATE: 

100 

~o 

60 

TO 

tOO 1.1 
0 

50~ 
2 

401.1 
~ 

-- ;,oW 
Q. 

eo 

10 

0 
1~34 

COLLeGE 



I 

BASEBOOK OF IOWA 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURES ·OF10WA 
ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS • 

INCOME:. 

INCOME 

INCOME 

state Government 

ElI.PENDITUI2.ES 

County Governments 

EXPENOITUI2.ES 

Schools 

EXPENOITUI2.ES 

AGA .£CON. Cw.RT NO. &-SWOZI IOWA STATE COl,LEGE. 

I' 

127 

Delinquent Taxes! 
Tax delinquencies have been the 

barometer of the farmer's ability to 
carry the tax load. Iowa has over 
220,000 farms, comprising an area 
slightly in excess of 34 million 
acres. Durihg the year 1932, the 
peak year of current tax delinquen
cies, more than 102,000 pieces of 
property failed to meet their tax 
payments on time. These delin
quent properties represented over 12 
million acres, or approximately 35 
percent of the farm land in the state. 
This unprecedented delinquency was 
partly remedied as to number of 
properties in 1933. The percentage 
of total land area on which taxes 
were unpaid changed little, however. 
For 1929-1933, farm land involved 
in tax delinquency increased three
fold, from 4 million to 12 million 
acres. 

While the 250 percent increase in 
current delinquency from 1929 to 
1932 showed the pressure of eco
nomic depression, the more signifi
c;mt and alarming fact was the ac
cumulation and carrying forward 
of unpaid taxes of not only the cur
rent year but also of previous years. 
Total taxes unpaid at the close of 
the collection year increased from .2 
percent in 1929, to 14 percent of the 
total levy in 1933, or a 69 fold in
crease for the 5 years. 

The southern pasture area showed 
the largest percentage of farm tax 
delinquency during the earlier years, 
1929-31, indicating the farm dis
tress that existed in that area of the 
state prior to the general decline in 
prices. The effects of high mort
gage indebtedness, relative to the 
productive value of the land, in
curred during and following the 
World War was a contributing fac
tor to the distress that already was 
apparent in southern Iowa prior to 
1930. 

1 Bentley, R. 0., and Himmel, John P. Taz 
delinquent farm land in Iowa. Iowa Agr. Exp. 
Sta., BuL No. 325. 1935. 

Fig. 133. The pieces in the "pie" 
charts shown at the left represent the 
proportions of state, county and school 
income coming from different sources 
and the proportions of total revenue go
ing for specific purposes for the 1931-
32 fiscal year. 
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SOURCES or INCOME 
ALL IOWA 

ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS 

Fig. 134, This diagram shows the 
proportion of total state, county and 
city·governmental income which comes 
from different tax sources, 

The two livestock feeding areas 
of the state had the lowest percent
age of delinquency and with the ex
ception of 1933 remained in rela
tively the best condition, The dairy 
and cash grain areas held a position 
between the southern pasture and 
livestock areas until 1932 when some 
interesting changes took place, The 
cash grain area in 1932 and 1933 
showed the highest delinquency in 
the state, even more than the south
ern pasture area, Up until 1933, the 
dairy area had more delinquency 
than either of the two livestock feed
ing areas, 

The accumulative effect of unpaid 
taxes reached its peak in 1932, The 
most striking pyramiding of out
standing delinquent or of unpaid 
taxes was recorded in the cash grain 
area, The improvement of feed 
grain prices in 1933, however, was 
reflected in the relatively smaller in
crease in outstanding delinquency in 
the cash grain area that year as com
pared with the other states, The 
livestock feeding areas and the dairy 
area incurred the greatest increases 
in 1933 over 1932, 

The relatively heavy tax delin
quency in the somhern pasture area, 
even prior to the drastic price de
cline of the thirties, makes it prob
able that, even before the emergency 
situation, this area was suffering 
from economic maladjustments mak-

Counties 

Adair ...................... 
Adams ..................... 
Allamakee ................. 
Appanoose ................. 
Audubon ................... 
Benton ..................•. 
Black Hawk ........... ; .... 
Boone ..................... 
Bremer ..................•. 
Buchanan .•................ 

Buena Vista ................ 
Butler ..................... 
Calhoun ................•.. 
Carroll ................... '. 
Cass ....................... 
Cedar ..................... 
Cerro Gordo ................ 
Cherokee .................. 
Chickasaw ................. 
Clarke ..................... 

Clay ...................... 
Clayton .................... 
Clinton .................... 
Crawford .................. 
Dallas ..................... 
Davis ..................... 
Decatur ................... 
Delaware .................. 
Des Moines ...........•.... 
Dickinson .........•........ 

Dubuque .................. 
Emmet. ................... 
Fayette .................... 

~~~~fu,: : :: : ::: : : : : :::: ::: 
Fremont .....••.......•.... 
Greene ...........•........ 

g~~~:::::::::::::::::::: 
Hamilton .................. 

Hancock ................... 
Hardin .................... 
Harrison ...•...•...•.... '" 
Henry ..................... 
Howard .................... 
Humboldt .................. 
Ida ........................ 
Iowa ..•...........•..•.... 

J~~~~:::: : :::: : ::: :::: : : : 
~fferson ................... 
ohnson .............•..••. 
ones ...............•••..•. 
eokuk .................... 

Kossuth ................... 
Lee ....................... 
Linn ...................... 
I..ouisa ..... ' .......••.••••. 
Lucas ........•...•..•..... 
Lyon ...................... 

Madison ................... 
Mahaska ................... 
Marion ......•..........•.• 
Marshall ................... 
Mills ...................... 
Mitchell ................... 
Monona .•.........•....•.. 
Monroe ..•...........•..••• 
Montgomery ••••..••••.•••. 
Muscatine .... ~ ..•..•..••.. 

O'Brien .•....•...•..••..••. 
Osceola .••...•..•...•...•.. 

~:raAii~::::::::::::::::: : 
Plymoulb ................... 
Pocahontas ................. 
Polk ....................... 
Pottawattami •••... , ..••.... 
Poweshiek ................. 
RiOSgold ................... 

Sac ........................ 
Scott ...................... 
Sh.lby ..................... 
Sioux •...•.•.••..••••••..•• 
Story ...................... 

:r'ABLE 95, FARM TAXES IN IOWA, 

1934 I 1934 1934 

Acres of land 
Net adjusted 
taxable value 1:!i!fin m:!~iie 

assessed farm land districts· 

356,005 • 15,418,821 17 .00 
265,O~8 11,749,918 17 .88 
396,764 11,875,484 18.72 
314,773 9,344,920 19.21 
275,781 15,153,822 18.05 
440,939 25,237,366 \.7 .37 
340,143 18,553,915 17.82 
347,874 20,530,863 21. 74 
265,613 13,940,626 14.77 
348,191 15,210,635 17.47 

352,851 20,952,233 17.94 
353,046 17,210,179 14.95 
349,537 20,621,411 16.22 
351,684 20,678,603 12.84 
350,209 18,735,451 17.11 
356,008 19,375,609 19.81 
345,720 16,868,972 18.37 
355,685 20,248,440 18.75 
309,082 12,450,730 14.53 
266,960 9,692,768 16.23 

350,335 17 ,199,278 1921 
463,890 19,105,240 18.41 
421,807 20,753,518 20.21 
442,110 24,769,392 15.27 
364,076 21,067,967 18.99 
318,544 9,152,104 17 .28 
330,578 8,931,749 23.99 
352,703 17,563,982 17.34 
252,132 11,405,609 22.35 
231,783 9,821,485 22.29 

367,383 17 ,081, 735 18.31 
241,916 10,979,280 20.43 
444,084 19,303,382 18.54 
304,921 13,345,566 19.50 
358,690 19,130,343 19.90 
311,288 14,875,37& 24.72 
355,086 19,763,393 18.55 
311,811 17 ,493,642 17 .82 
371,143 17 ,417 ,026 19.79 
354,486 19,598,515 17.73 

350,329 15,936,131 17.63 
348,406 19,313,825 17.11 
430,370 19,765,839 19.68 
264,012 12,787,889 U.25 
291,724 10,532,371 18.08 
267,690 13,828,322 15.91 
267,687 15,762,585 16.02 
359,512 18,057,699 16.81 
394,440 14,082,586 18.05 
450,515 23,459,765 18.08 

267,819 10,884,672 19.62 
382,309 19,467,381 17 .56 
354,195 17 ,486,103 17 .85 
355,836 16,911,197 18.31 
601,948 27,892,707 16.16 
310,829 13,509,319 17 .26 
440,339 22,283,378 20.86 
244,482 10,864,271 23.65 
274,101 9,614,913 18.01 
361,493 18,126,258 14.74 

350,324 15,683,678 17 .63 
353,097 17,459,796 17 .55 
347,890 17 ,009,019 18.17 
351,392 20,589,979 21.05 
260,776 12,633,496 19.69 
288,432 13,349,699 19.04 
422,491 17,795,524 20.53 
267,903 8,695,521 18.50 
260,898 13,395,180 18.49 
263,516 12,611,590 18.44 

351,737 ·20,958,400 16.34 
245,593 12,280,374 16.44 
327,237 18,034,925 19.46 
350,024 16,956,054 19.68 
531,307 29,116,551 14.78 
355,487 18,471,056· 19.49 
321,421 18,830,142 27.32 
571,468 32,304,297 20.05 
366,101 18,253,897 17.93 
336,856 11,725,735 17.35 

355,220 21,569,911 14.41 
271,015 . 16,642,942 17.84 
364,898 19,748,288 15.97 
469,039 27,838,075 13.44 
346,873 20,274,693 19.82 

1935 1935 ---
Total tax Tax 

per acre 

• 262,119.96 .74 
210,088.53 .79 
222,309.06 .56 
179,515.91 .57 
273,526.49 .99 
438,373.05 .99 
330,630.77 .97 
446,340.96 1.28 
205,903.05 .78 
265,729.79 .76 

375,883.06 1.07 
257,292.18 .73 
334,479.29 .96 
265,513.26 .75 
320.563.57 .92 
383,830.81 1.08 
309,883.02 .90 
379,658.25 1.07 
'180,909.11 .59 
157,313.62 .59 

330,398.13 .94 
351,727.47 .76 
419,428.59 .99 
378,228.62 .86 
400,080.69 1.10 
158,148.36 .50 
214,272.66 .65, 
304,559.45 .86 
254,915.36 1.01 
218,920.90 .94 

312,766.57 .85 
224,306.69 .93 
357,884.70 .81 
260,238.54 .85 
380,693.83 1.06 
367,719.27 1.18 
366,610.94 1.03 
311,736.70 1.00 
344,682.94 .93 
347,481.67 .98 

280,953.99 .80 
330,459.55 .95 
388,991. 71 .90 
271,742.64 1.03 
190,425.27 .65 
220,008.60 .82 
252,516.61 .94 
303,549.92 .84 
254,190.68 .64 
424,152.55 .94 

213,557.26 .80 
341,847.21 .89 
312,126.94 .88 
309,644.02 .87 
450,746.15 .75 
233,170.85 .75 
464,831.27 1.06 
256,940.01 1.05 
173,164.58 .63 
267,1&1.04 .74 

276,503.24 '.79 
306,419.41 .87 
309,053.88 .89 
433,419.06 1.23 
248,753.54 .95 
254,178.27 .88 
365,342.11 .86 
160,867.14 .60 
247,676.88 .95 
232,557.n .88 

342,460.26 .97 
201,889.35 .82 
350,959.64 1.07 
333,695.14 .95 
430,342.62 .81 
360,000.88 1.01 
514,439.48 1.60 
647,701.15 1.13 
327,292.37 .89 
203,441.50 .60 

310,822.42 .88 
296,910.09 i.IO 
315,380.16 .86 
374,143.73 .80 
401,844.42 1.16 
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TABLE 95. FARM' TAXES IN IOWA-Continued. 

1934 1934 1934 1935 1935 

Counties Net adjusted Ak':r:rmmi.!S Acres of l&nd tuable value Total tax 'fax - farm l&nd districts* per acre 

Tama ..................... 445.676 24.130.402 17.93 432.658.11 .97 
Taylor ..................... 326,131 13.426.681 15.38 206.502.35 .63 
Union ... _.", ............. 263.108 9.475.453 21.46 203.343.22 .77 
Vao Buren ..•.............. 301.923 8,435.907 19.00 160.282.23 .53 
Wapello ................... 261.546 11.215.073 22.92 257.049.47 .98 

Warren ............... ..... 349.171 16.640.538 19.50 324.490.49 .93 
Wasbington ................ 349.392 18.239.741 15.87 289.464.69 .83 

::b:,:: :::~:: ::::::::::: 323,606 9.975.127 19.87 198.205.77 .61 
438,375 23.949.224 20.98 502.454.72 1.15 

\\'mnebago . ................ 246.972 10.360.519 20.30 210.3IS.54 .S5 
Winnrshiek ............... . 425.028 IS.634.271 14.94 278.396.01 .66 
Woodbury .............•... 524.572 26.077.736 20.90 545.024.68 1.04 
Worth .••........•...•..... 247.680 10.316.711 IS.11 IS6.835.64 .75 
Wright .................... 355.019 18,122.210 16.64 301.553.57 .85 

Total .................. 34.298,559 $1.664.404.973 18.28 $30.425.322.91 .89 

• Levied in 1984 to be collected in 1935. 
Souce: State Board of Assessment and Beview. 

TABLE 96. DISTRIBUTION OF TAXES IN IOWA.' 

Source of income 

Property tax levied ........ . 

~.:':.~~~~~~:::: 
Gasoline tax .............. . 
Federal aid for roada •...... 
Iosuranee tu ...... ....... . 
Inberitaoc:e talI: ........... . 
Equipment tax .......... .. 
Cigarette ltamp talI: ••••••.. 
Fees, refunds. &alee, etc .. ... 
Funds from other road 

accounts .•........... . 
Truat fund receipla &lide 

from road fundI ...•••. 
Special funds for lpecific 

purpoaea ............. . 
Poll tas .................. . 
Delinquent road talI: •••••••. 
Motor vehicle c:an:ier tas ... . 
Truck operator . .......... . 
'Miscellaneous . ........... . 

F"'~dk~"b~:.;,:'~·~r 
local officials ........ .. 

Total 

79.124.474 
2.039,040 
9.799.161 

11.325.858 
4.723.434 
1.292.271 

851.168 
27.512 

1.194.494 
3.336.390 

1.549,043 

9~8.781 

3.064.033 
307.889 
253.561 
312,226 

52.904 
8.8711 

(not available) 

Total................. 120.251,109 

To 
state 

7.666.515 
481.086 

8.816,443 
6.981.858 
4.723.434 
1.292.271 

851.168 
27.512 

1.194.494 
3.336.390 

1.549.043 

988.781 

2.918.902 

40.836.767 

To 
counties 

25.137.544 
413.824 
982.718 

4.344.000 

"'307,;889 
253.561 
312.226 

52.904 

(not available) 

31.804.666 

To 
scbools 

34.748,425 
745.166 

145.131 

35,638.722 

To 
municipalities 

11.571.990 
398.964 

11.970.954 

• Tas levy 'made in 1938 to be coll.cted in 1934. 
Sonrce: Board of A ••••• ment and R.view. 

TABLE 97. COLLEOTION OF TAXES IN IOWA.· 

By .ta te officials, 
July I, 1933. to June 30, 1934 

Inberitaoce talI: ........................ $ 851.168 
Insurance tax ......................... 1,292.271 
Equipment car tax.................... 27.512 

~~~t~h~:ru!rf~,;.;;i,;~:::::::::::I~:m:m 
~=ds 1.::.d~=,;,~&c'c~;';;U:: : : : : : :: U!~:~~ 
Truat fund receipla aside from road funds. 988.781 
Federal aid for roada~ ................. 4.723.434 
Miscella.neoua ......................... 3.072,903 

Total ........................... $28.361.854 

By county officjals. 
January I. 1933. to January 1. 1934 

Rural districta property talI: ............. $39.543.024 
City and townl property tax ............ 39.581.450 
Moneys aod credits including mill levy 

aoldier bonua bonds................ 2.039.040 
Trust fund motor vehicle f.............. 9.799.161 
Poll talI:.. • .. .. .. .. • • .. • • .. • • .. .. . . .. • 307.889 
Delinquent road tax................... 253.561 
Motor vehicle carrier talI:... .. . .. .. • . • • • 312.226 
Truck operator ...... , • .. • .. . .. . . . • . . . . 52,904 
F.... refunds. sales, etc., handled by . 

county and local ofliciaIs .. ; ...... (not .. vailable) 

Total. ........................... $91.889.255 

• Tax levy made In 1983 to be coll.cted in 1934. 
Source: Board of Assellment and Review. 
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ing it relatively difficult for farmers 
in southern Iowa to pay taxes. It 
is apparent that die cash grain area, 
because of the relatively greater de
cline of corn and oat prices, expe
rienced the greatest price and income 
dislocation attributed to the agricul
tural emergency. That the cash 
grain area suffered the severest 
shock from the price decline which 
started in 1930 is evident from the 
fact that this area, which had the 
lowest delinquency in 1929 and 1930, 
recorded the highest percentage of 
outstanding delinquent taxes in 1932 
and 1933. In contrast, the dairy 
area withstood the agricultural 
emergency better than any other 
area, measured in terms of unpaid 
farm real estate taxes. Farm prices 
of butter declined relatively less 
than other farm commodity prices 
affecting Iowa farm income. 

There was considerable variation 
in the concentration of delinquency 
between counties and townships. 
One township, in 1933, showed as 
high as 81 percent of its land area 
delinquent, while others reported as 
low as 1 percent. Figure 135 helps 
to visualize the extent and distribu
tion of delinquency and its increase 
for the 5-year period. 
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Date 

1912 ...................... .. 
1914 ...................... .. 
1916 ...................... .. 
1918 ....................... . 
1920 ...................... .. 

1922 ...................... .. 
1924 ...................... .. 

:~~t ::::::::::::::::::::\:: 
1930 ...................... .. 

1932 ...................... .. 
1933 ...................... .. 
1934 ...................... .. 
1935 ..... , ................ .. 

Date 

1912 ........................ 
1914 ........................ 
1916 ........................ 
1918 ........................ 
1920 ........................ 

1922. ........................ 
1924 ........................ 
1926 ........................ 
1928 ........................ 
1930 ........................ 

1932 ........................ 
1934 ........................ 
1935 ........................ 

AGRICULTURAL ECONOMIC FACTS 

TABLE 98. ALL STATE AND LOOAL TAXES. 

Property 

• 36,197,221.58 
45,415,792.83 
50,050,164.53 
61,760,475.49 
79,872,708.75 

104,225,257.31 
106,861,583.67 
101.,709,575.19 
102,136,679.49 
110,754,929.08 

100,247,342.91 
91,243,765.00 
81,162,514.00* 
76,889,902.42** 

Special 

• 1,094,169.00 
1,732,486.20 
2,552,549.52 
3,612,342.82 
9,018,660.29 

10,302,164.22 
11,888,163.45 
18,634,450.01 
23,760,164.96 
29,063,263.07 

26,642,480.48 
25,251,009.49 
25,833,S88.88 
42,364,514.83 

Total 

• 37,291,390.58 
47,148,279.03 
52,602,714.05 
65,372,818.31 
88,891,369.04 

114,527,421.53 
118,749,747.12 
120,344,025.20 
125,896,844.45 
139,818,192.15 

126,889,823.39 
116,494,774.49 
106,996,102.88 
119,254,417.25 

* Reduced $3,243,584.84, or the second haIt of the state ta", levy, reSUlting from the alloca· 
tion of funds from three'point ta", receipts. . 

** Reduced $4,000,997.99, reBulting from the allocation of net ineome and retail sales tax 
money as provided by law. 

Source: Dr. J. E. Brindley, Research Department, State Board of Assessment and Review. 

TABLE 99. GENERAL STATE REVENUE REOEIPTS. 

Property Special Other Total 
w wes revenue 

• 3,054,273.96 • 608,869.00 • 466,447.86 • 4,129,590.82 
3,358,287.04 759,746.70 775,848.16 4,893,881.90 
4,038,659.61 872,625.14 1,189,713.53 6,100,998.28 
6,065,554.15 1,064,747.02 1,182,934.46 8,313,235.63 
8,446,755.68 1,511,458.21 1,950,778.14 11,908,992.03 

9,853,496.95 2,378,776.16 1,524,020.29 13,756,293.40 
9,515,764.82 2,908,700.25 1,895,165.55 14,319,630.62 

11,012,772.22 3,345,032.45 2,050,045.46 16,407,850.13 
11,660,935.80 3,862,238.78 2,418,061.53 17 ,941,236.11 
9,557,071. 70 4,357,453.84 2,644,161.87 16,558,687.41 

12,013,201. 76 3,946,052.63 2,268,673.64 18,227,928.03 
9,973,166.60 3,365,444.68 1,863,223.06 15,201,834.34 
2,836,840.39* 13,706,387.78 1,974,659.75 18,517 ,887.92 

* No property tax was levied for the state general revenue fund for this fiscal year, but 
delinquent ta.xes of $1,250,000 and a series of small levies by the counties amounting to 
$1,586,840.39, are made a part of the general revenue fund largely for bookkeeping purposes. 
Otherwise no property tex would appear in this table for the fiscal year closing June SO, 1935. 

Source: Dr. J. E. Brindley, Research Department, State Board of As8esBJllent and Review. 

97.1 
96.3 
95.1 
94.5 
89.9 

91.0 
90.0 
84.5 
81.1 
79.2 

79.0 
78.3 
75.9 
64.5 

Property w 
percentage 

of total 

74.0 
68.6 
66.2 
73.0 
70.9 

71.6 
66.5 
67.1 
65.0 
57.7 

65.9 
65.6 
15.3 

TAX DELINQUENT FARM REAL ESTATE 

Fig. 135. This map shows the per
centage of delinquent farm real estate 
taxes in the farming areas of Iowa in 
the years 1929 to 1933. The totals de
picted here are the taxes that were not 
paid during the collection periods of the 
4 years. The increasing length of the 
bars in the last two years indicates the 
greater inability of the farmer to meet 
his levy. 

Data in table 105. 
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TABL1!l100. SCHOOL TAXES. 

Date District County Slate aid 

1912 .•.•..•••••..•.•.•............ ,12,314,778.78 , 766,497.62 , 25,000 
1914 .•••.•••••••...••.......•..... 15,032,875.00 943,369.76 130,000 
1916 ..••...•.•••.....•............ 17,730,062.80 974,250.00 225,000 
1918 ...•...•.•.............•...... 21,913,603.76 993,715.04 225.000 
1920 •.•......•.................... 31,317 ,275.86 1,104,174.12 400,174 

1922 .....•.....••................. 47,865,860.25 1,134,417.12 455,329 
1924 ..•....•.....•................ 45,833,194.38 1,120,145.07 457,168 
1926 .•..................••....... 44,685,418.08 1,053,988.57 456,420 
1928 .............................. . 45,678,774.30 1,019,464.98 469,385 
1930 ...•..........•..•.....•...... 47,738,163.08 1,008,412.37 488,585 

1932 ..•••••..•••..•.••..•...••••.. 45,571,234.26 922,634.61 490,440 
1934 •.••...•.•.•.•.•.•.•.••••.•.•. 35,493,591.12 516,722.20 405,085 

Source: Dr. 1. E. Brindley, Research Department, State Board of A.saes8Dlent and Review, 

TABLE 101. HIGHWAY TAXES. 

Date Property Motor Gasoline 
ve.hicle 

1912 ....................... • 6,528,243.72 • 485,300.00 ............. 
1914 ••••..•.......•........ 9,352,639.73 972,739.50 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1916 ..••................... 9,914,066.20 1,679,924.38 ............. 
1918 ..•••......•.......•... 10,733,307.96 2,547 ,595.80 ............. 
1920 ........................ 14,873,480.28 7,507,202.08 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1922 .•.•••.•...••.•........ 15,409,348.01 7,923,388.06 ............. 
1924 ..••.•..••.••......•... 14,836,747.01 8,979,463.20 

,'S;Ojj:li9i:97 1926 ....................... 13,524,440.00 10,208,674.84 
1928 ....................... 13.611,653.04 10,692.766.65 9.138,707.68 
1930 ....................... 16,056,773.67 12.693.620.76 11.724.784.38 

1932 ....................... 12.616,378.09 11.589.067.34 10,795.088.42 
1933 ....................... 9,918.078.98 10.648.169.07 10.609,231.87 
1934 ....................... 7.722.498.23 9.997.307.80 11.331.038.00 

Source: Dr. 1. E. Brindley. Research Department, State Board of AssesBUlent and Review. 

TABLE 102. RECEIPTS OF SALES AND INCOME TAXES. 

(After deduction for BdministrBti've expenses are made.) 

Year I Sales tax Income tax Both taxes 

Year ending June 30. 1935. • • .......... ... ..... . '11.331,811 ,2.109.951 $13,441.761 
June 30 to August 31. 1935...................... 3,288.910 60,791 3,349.704 

Estimated total to December 31. 1935.... ............ ... ...... ... .... ................... . $20.300.000 

Source: Board of Assessment and Review. 
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Federal aid 

i'4;jili:S7 
37,145.09 

68,981. 72 
70,529.22 

113,301.23 
128,808.72 
148,974.57 

Total 

$13,106,276.40 
16,106,244.76 
18,929,312.80 
23,136,647.37 
32,858,769.07 

49,524,588.09 
47 ,481.036.67 
46,309,127.88 
47 ,296,433.00 
49,384,135.02 

131 

166,895.00 
112,837.28 

47 ,151,203.87 
36,528,235.60 

Total 

, 7,013,543.72 
10,325,379.23 
11,593,990.58 
13,280,903.76 
22,380,682.36 

23,332,736.07 
23,816,210.21 
28,767,007.81 
33.443.127.37 
40.475.178.81 

35.000.533.85 
31.175.479.92 
29.050.844.03 

93.1 
90.6 
85.5 
80.8 
66.5 

66.0 
62.3 
47.0 
40.7 
39.7 

36.0· 
31.8 
26.6 

TABLE 103. DISTRIBUTION OJ!' THE 
SALES AND INCOME TAXES. 

Year ending June 30, 1935 

Allocation to counties . .............. . 
Emergency relief . ................... . 
General Slate Fund ................. . 
Administrative fund . ................ . 
Sales tax cash refunds ............... . 
Income tax cash refunds .. ........... . 

6.988,202 
3,000,000 
3.000,000 . 

403.072 
46,695 

3.791 
1----

Tolal............. 13,441.761 

Source: Board of Assessment and Review. 

Fig. 136. In this chart, the amounts 
of delinquent taxes in several represen
tative states in 1928 are taken as 100, 
and variations from 1928 are shown in 
percentages of that level. Iowa is rep
resf'nted by the black bar. 

Data in table 104. 
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TABLE 106. DELINQUENT TAXES BY OOUNTIES.- ~ 

Amount of Interest or Publication ~ 
County tax .. due penalty costs Total !'" 

Adair.. .........•.•...... • 51,760.84 • 5,058.34 • 515.24 • 5733442 t::j 
Allamakee................ 68,711.90 7,035.65 873.18 76:620)3 • 
Audubon................. 23,354.91 3,385.79 278.30 27,019.00 l'-
Benton................... 107,328.49 12,639.30 1,025.74 120,993.53 tIj 
Black Ha .. k. . ..•••••.. .•. 525,092.87 59,289.95 5,282.84 589,665.66 " 
Boone.................... 198,594.34 29,195.15 1,408.17 229,197.66 ;: 
Bremer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 53 629 99 .. 
Buchanan................ 65,030.68 6,023.39 1,063.81 72;117:88 " 
Buena Vista.............. 115,491.91 11,573.98 964.80 12803069 0 
Butler.................... 50,557.97 6,347.03 266.00 57;171:00 ... 

Calboun........... ....... 99,037.96 12,638.25 1,275.94 112,952.15 t 
Carroll................... 40,917.47 5,585.02 663.60 47,166.09 :-
Cass. ..••..•••....... .... 69,195.63 6,948.56 425.30 76,569.49 ~ 
Cedar.................... 57,983.16 8,714.18 536.80 67,23414 " 
Cerro Gordo...... ........ 363,966.50 44,354.61 4,478.90 412,800:01 g 
Cberokee................. 80,539.49 8,988.16 667.06 90,204.71 B 
Chickasa.................. 38,140.14 3,712.08 611.33 42,463.55 ~. 
Clarke... .•••.••......... 53,197.03 5,839.07 692.25 59,728.35 ~ 
Clay..................... 131,484.78 14,523.90 825.69 146,834.37 • 
Clayton. .••...•........•• 86,127.28 10,752.92 1,134.02 98,014.22 

Clinton............ .•..... 302,440.17 41,705.80 Includ.. 344,145.97 
costs also 

Crawford................. •..•...... . ........ .... .... 142,690.81 
Dallas.................... 98,810.24 17,252.74 986.50 124,099.80 
Davis.................... 21,528.41 2,520.15 205.60 24,254.16 
Decatur.................. 74,888.87 7,652.53 1,107.59 83,648.99 
Delaware........ ... ...... 53,786.35 5,118.43 379.30 59,284.08 
D .. Moines............... 116,012.75 16,146.53 Includ.. 132,159.28 

costs also Dickinson................ 119,816.06 18,913.27 3,048.09 141,777.42 
Dubuque................. 456,649.92 91,914.84 4,612.62 592,177.38 ;-
Emmet................... 64,228.76 8,459.66 297.80 72,986.22 g>:!.~ 

Fayette.................. 111,898.73 16,848.11 1,158.00 129,904.84 ~J CD 
Floyd..................... 94,925.15 9,453.20 1,177.13 105,555.48 g g'i 
Franklin.................. 81,956.48 9,167.77 379.40 91,503.65 " ... 
Fremont.................. 87.242.39 13,014.40 589.10 100,845.89 ~ 
Green.................... 50.487.07 2.961.54 377.70 53,826.31 ~:;' g: 
Grundy... ............... 68,502.68 14,861.40 1,081.59 84,445.67 'tI:II ~. 
Guthne... ............... 90,789.94 10,184.95 650.70 101,625.59 ." il 
Hamilton................. 95,124.31 11,409.45 648.60 107,182.36 =JI- S" 
Hancock.................. 107,512.05 18,182.79 829.10 126,523.94 ~'''I • 
Hardin.. ......... .•.. .... 120,682.35 14,531.36 839.85 136,053.56 ~. f 
Harrison.................. 205,944.53 27,473.03 1,188.00 234,605.56 J!.,§' i 
Henry.................... 67,303.53 10,295.55 306.07 77 ,905.15 • .. 
Ho .. ard.................. 51,335.74 5,273.58 520.40 57,129.72 0 
Humboldt. ............... 113,479.78 14,988.43 330.60 128,798.81 !¥ ... 
Ida...................... 61,577.02 5,792.80 243.70 67,613.52 . 8 
Inwa..................... 107,434.68 6,005.99 553.80 113,994.47 tIj == 

I
ackson.................. 69,680.67 10,656.77 706.78 81,044.22 " ~ 
asper.................... 144,049.87 18,617.13 1,189.99 163,856.99 :- '" 
ellerBOD......... ...... ... 89,750.43 12,085.57 833.43 102,669.43 !>: g 
ones... ................. 57,701.35 0 • 

Keokuk.................. 99,324.37 13.833.58 1,092.20 114,250.15 :.. ~ 
KOO8Uth.................. 46,749.68 4,647.62 636.60 52,033.90 ~ CD 
Lee....................... 42,809.63 7,916.09 413.94 51,139.66 • :;; 

~::::::::::::::::::: i08;962:ij 2o;i89:98 :i,;~l~d~' m:m:~ F ~ 
~aIso ~ 

Lucas.................... 34,071.47 5,154.68 538.70 39,764.85 P i!: 
Lyon..................... 68,089.84 9,639.85 555.80 78,285.49 tIj ~ Madison.................. 76,040.11 11,905.63 425.86 113,511.86 !II '" 
Mahaska. ................ 81,869.80 11,162.23 458.30 93,490.33 " g Marion................... 148,219.80 18,691.01 986.51 179,629.40 .i : 
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MarahaIl ••••••••••••••••• 
Includ .. 

234,441.61 39,685.06 .... 11 also 274,126.67 
MiIlI •••••••••••••••••••.. 54,OJ3.43 12,643.52 325.70 67,002.65 
Mitchell. •••.••••••••••••• 72,135.79 8,560.56 482.30 81,178.65 
Monona ••••.•....•••••••• 127,124.33 13,183.38 2,092.52 142,400.23 
MODJOe .•..••••.••..••••. 106,096.15 15,793.60 1,097.00 122,986.75 
Montgomery •••.•..•...... 84,053.80 10,370.91 639.09 95,063.80 
MUllCatin ••••••••.......•. 32,747.46 3,868.16 291.80 36,907.42 
O'Brien •••••••..•.•...•.• 

',7;i36:i5 ',;i59:oi "256:40 
47,225.93 

Osceola ................... 51.651.66 
Page ..................... 99,025.30 12,869.67 533.70 112,428.67 

Palo Alto ••••••••••••••••• 173,375.66 23,533.57 867.70 197,776.93 
Plymouth ................. 

i.i6;i72:5S i,;j.i6:00 "82&:2, 
142,819.96 

:2 Pocahontaa ............... 151.536.82 
Polk .....••..••••••.•.•.• 2.300.076.29 429.481.91 66,165.07 2,795,723.27 ~ 
Pottawattamie ..••.•..•..• 453,844.53 26,620.13 3,615.03 484.079.69 
Poweshiek ..••.....•....•. 159.992.25 21.227.11 1,779.20 182,998.56 
Ringgold •..••.•...•.....• 69,760.11 9,999.48 644.70 80.404.29 ", 

Sac ...................... 58,259.22 6.405.68 984.30 65.649.20 " " Scott .............. : •••••• 358,828.88 52,185.06 4,154.20 440.168.14 CI 
Shelby ........••.......•. 31,432.25 4,274.67 580.50 36,287.42 .. 
Sioux ... ................. 53,027.34 4,337.85 434.10 57,799.i9 ... 
Story .......•.•.••..•.... 272,536.58 33,957.47 Includes 306,494.05 " costs also ~ 
Tama .••.••••......••.•.. 78.419.72 8.980.42 771. 74 88.171.88 

f; Union ... ................. 133,715.94 18.006.83 1,172.40 152.895.17 
Van Buren ................ 50.882.57 7.897.44 719.48 59.499.49 :' 
Wapello .................. '186,761.18 . 30.696.57 2,525.84 219.983.59 I!I '" Warren .................. . 52.449.02 6.162.50 341.90 58,953.42 " '" W&YIle .•..••............• 84.769.71 16,475.89 1,058.89 102.304.49 '!' .... 
Webster .................. 498,378.72 113,661.73 Includes 612.040.45 

'" 
:; 

cost.\ also ~ Winnebago ............... 128,107.62 
Winneshiek •.•............ • 72: 769: 87 "s;isi:ii incl~des' 80,921.58 tIj 

costs also ~ Woodbury ................ 1,182,078.88 
Worth .................... '79;469:00 . iO;.i52:62 .. 405:80 90.227.54 Z 
Wright ................... 122,012.01 14,673.33 Includes 136,685.34 !' 

cosll aIao .. :eo '" Totala" .............. 1 112.369,416.78 115,514,489.71 !" ::: 
!" 

* Feb. 3, 1985. . P 
Source: DeB Moines Regilter and Tribune. Data unavailable for Adami, Appanoole. John .. 

til son. Taylor and Washington counties. .. 
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CHAPTER VI. TYPES OF FARMING IN IOWA 

I OWA, located in the heart of 
the Corn Belt, has a high .de
gree of uniformity in physical 

conditions. Thus, compared with 
other states, Iowa has relatively 
few types of farming; and the 
different types al\e similar. 

The typical fatom in some sec
tions of the state devotes its re
sources primarily to cash crops, in 
other sections to dairy products 
and in still others to meat animals, 
such as hogs and beef cattle. In 
some areas the chief basis of feed 
in animal production consists of 
pasture land, in others mostly 
crop land, and so forth. 

Iowa has been divided into 
seven types of farming by F. F. 
Elliott in his study, "T-ypes of 
Farming in the United States." 
Gross income is the primary basis 
for classification of farms by type 
and for defining type of. farming 
areas.1 This division of Iowa into 
type areas gives the reader a clear 
picture of the agriculture of the 
state. 

The total net area in farm land 
varies from 2 3/5 million acres in 
the South Central Pasture Area to 
6 1/5 million acres in the N orth
eastern Dairy Area and the West
ern Meat Production Area. The 
two cash grain areas combined 
equal 9 l/lO million acres and the 
two pasture areas combined equal 
6 9/lO million acres. 

The Soils of Iowa 

The various type of farming 
areas in Iowa are characterized by 
certain definite physical factors. 
Figure 137 gives the five large soil 

'The exact percentage of income which each 
source should represent of the total income be .. 
fore the farm was Cl888ided under a special 
type was difficult to aBcertain. Aftar experi· 
menting with various percentage. it was finally 
decided to claB.ify 8 farm under 8 particular 
type if it received 40 percent or more of ita 
income from a particular 80urce. The use of a 
percentage greater than 40 would have resulted 
in .egregating 8 few highly intensive farm. into 
particular groups receiving a very high propor
tion of their income from one particular 80urce. 
The classification, however, would not have 
been very Bstisfactol7, aince the major portion 
of the farma under such a procedure would 
have been thrown into a tlgeneral farm group." 
The use of a percentage les. than 40 would 
have failed to differentiate clearly anyone par· 
ticular group of farm. and would have thrown 
all farma into 8 very few large group., thereby 
defeating the purp,08e of the cla.sification.
Condensed from 'Type. of Farming in the 
U. S.... United State. Department of Com
merce, Bureau of the Census. Washington. 
Pale 6. 

areas in Iowa, which are the Wis
consin Drift, the Iowan Drift, the 
Missouri Loess, the Mississippi 
Loess and the Southern Iowa 
Loess. These five soil areas are 
the result of the action of geologi
cal forces which brought about 
their formation. 

The map shows that the Iowan 
Drift compares roughly with the 
Northeastern Dairy Area. The 
dairy area, however, is somewhat 
larger, extending slightly into the 
northw~stern part of the Wiscon
sin Drift and parts of the Missis
sippi Loess in the northeast. The 
Wisconsin Drift covers an area 
nearly coincident to the two cash 
grain areas, the Missouri Loess 
covers an area approximate to the 
Western Meat Production Area, 
the Southern Iowa Loess covers 
an area similar to the two pasture 
areas, and the Mississippi Loess 
covers an area similar to the East
ern Meat Production Area. 

Precipitation 

Rainfall in Iowa, with the ex
ception of an occasional drouth 
year, is usually more than suffi
cient for crop needs. The average 
annual rainfall ranges from about 
36 inches in the extreme southeast 
to about 26 inches in the extreme 
northwest. 

The average decrease in rainfall 
from east to west is about 0.92 
inches in 50 miles, and from south 
to north about 1 inch in 50 miles. 

Figure 140 shows that in gen
eral the Northern Cash Grain 
Area receives the smallest amount 
of annual rainfall, while the East
ern Meat Production Area re
ceives the most. The Southern 
Pasture Area and the N ortheast
ern Dairy Area are probably next 
in rank. The widest variation 
within anyone section comes in 
the Western Meat Production 
Area which has a small section on 
its northern border receiving 26 
inches or less and another small 
area on its southern border re
ceiving as high as 36 inches. 

Growing Season 
The average date of the last kill

ing frost in spring is May 3, rang-

ing from about April 20 in the ex
treme southeast to about May lO 
in the more elevated localities on 
the divide between the Big Sioux 
and Des Moines rivers. The aver
age date of the first killing frost in 
autumn is Oct. 5, ranging from 
Sept. 25 in the extreme northwest 
to Oct. 15 in the extreme south
east. This makes the average 
length of the crop growing season 
153 days, ranging from about 140 
days in the northern part of the 
Big Sioux-Des Moines divide, to 
about 170 days along the Missis
sippi River from Scott to Lee 
Counties.2 

Figure 143 shows that in gen
eral the Northern Cash Grain Area 
and the Northeastern Dairy Area 
have the shortest growing season 
while the North Central Cash 
Grain Area ranks next: The East
ern Meat Production Area and 
the South Central Pasture Area 
are next while the Southern Pas
ture Area experiences the longest 
growing season. The widest va
riation in length of growing sea
son occurs in the Western Meat 
Production Area because it ex
tends practically from the north
ern to the extreme southern boun
daries of the state. 

Size of Farms 

Although farms vary consider
ably in size, not only for _the state 
as a whole, but within each type 
area, the characteristic farm, indi
cated by the average, varies in 
size for each area. Figure 144 
shows that the Northern Cash 
Grain Area is typified by large' 
farms, the average being 193 acres. 
The Western Meat Production 
Area ranks second in average size 
of farm with 171 acres. The third 
ranking section is the North Cen
tral Cash Grain Area, its average 
size of farm being 167 acres; this 
is 6 acres larger than the average 
for the state (161 acres). The 
average sizes of farms in the re
maining four sections are all less 
than the state average, the N orth
eastern Dairy Area average being 

'The Book of Iowa-Article by Charles D. 
Reed. page 18. 
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. JULY NORMAL TEMPERATURE 
(BASED ON A RECORD OF' 105 STATIONS AND ADJUSTED TO A UNIFORM 46 YR.P£RIOD) 

Fig. 141. 

JANUARY NORMAL TEMPERATURE 
(BASED ON A RECORD OF' lOS STATIONS AND ADJUSTED TO A UNIF'ORM 46 YR. PERIOD) 

Fig. 142. 
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LENGTH OF GROWING SEASON 
(NUMBER OF DAYS BETWEEN KILLING 

AVERAGE SIZE OF FARM BY AREAS 

PLANNING BOARD MAP 

DAYS 

I
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146-150 
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OIlt2 170 

Fig. 143. 

Fig. 144. 



157 acres, the Eastern Meat Pro
duction Area 154 acres, the South 
Central Pasture Area 153 acres, 
and the Southern Pasture Area 
having the smallest average, 152 
acres. 

Percentage of Farm Land Which 
is Effective 

The effective acreage shown by 
fig. 145 is arrived at by taking the 
total land in farms and deducting 
waste land, land devoted to tim
ber, roads, buildings, feed lots and 
so forth. The effective acreage in 
each of the seven type areas varies 
but little; the smallest percentage 
of effective acreage is in the 
Northeastern Dairy Area, being 
92 percent as against the state 
average of 93.3 percent, a differ
ence of but 1.3 percent. The larg
est percentage of effective acreage 
is in the two cash grain areas, be
ing 93.9 percent for each; this is 
but 0.6 percent above the state 

BASEBOOK OF IOWA 

average. The remaining areas fall 
on or near the state average of 93.3 
percent. 

Iowa Cropping System 
How does Iowa use this vast 

area of farm land? 
For the entire state, 64 percent 

of the area in farm land is nor
mally devoted to cropS.3 This 64 
percent includes corn, small grain, 
legume hay and other hay-in 
other words, all farm land in the 
state (exclusive of waste land) 
not devoted to pasture, timber, 
buildings and roads. On the aver
age, 6.7 percent of the farm land 
of the state is waste land or is de
voted to roads, timber and build
ings. Leaving an average of 93.3 
percent of farm land in crops and 
pasture. Figure 145 shows the 
proportions of crop land, pasture 

2The maps in this chapter are based on fIg
ures for years prior to the introduction of the 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration corn
hog and wheat programs. 
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land and other land in farms for 
each of the seven types of farm
ing areas. 

The proportion of total land in 
crops varies among the different 
farming areas from around 75 per
cent in the Northern Cash Grain 
Area to only 49 percent in the 
Southern Pasture Area. 

Slightly more than half, 54 per
cent, of Iowa's crop land is de
voted to corn, the state's most im
portant crop. The proportion of 
crop land devoted to corn in the 
different farming areas varies 
widely. Of the high proportion 
of land producing crops in the two 
cash grain areas, slightly more 
than half is devoted to corn-52 
percent in the Northern Cash 
Grain Area and 56 percent in the 
North Central Cash Grain Area. 
The Western Me'at· Production 
Area has a smaller proportion of 
total farm land devoted to crops 
than the cash grain areas, but the 

USE OF IOWA FARM LANDS 
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proportion of this crop land de
voted to corn is higher than for 
either of the cash grain areas. The 
Southern Pasture Area not only 
has the smallest proportion of its 
farm land in crops but ranks next 
lowest to the Northeastern Dairy 
Area in proportion of crop land in 
corn. \ 

About 32 percent of Iowa's crop 
land is in small grain. Different 
farming areas average all the way 
from 42 percent to 24 percent with 
the Northern Cash Grain Area 
ranking highest and the Southern 
Pasture Area lowest. Comparing 
figs. 145 and 146, notice the high 
proportion of the total farm land 
in the Northern Cash Grain Area 
and the North Central Cash Grain 
Area which are devoted to corn 
and oats. The farming areas are 
not only bighly cultivated but 
have a very high proportion of 
their cultivated land in corn and 
oats. 

About 13 percent of the crop 
land in Iowa is in hay, 4 percent 
in legume hay and 9 percent in 

other kinds of hay.' Variations 
among the different farming areas 
are marked. The Southern Pas
ture Area has 24 percent of its 
land in hay (19 percent of which 
is non-legume hay) the highest 
proportion of any area. The 
Northeastern Dairy Area has 18 
percent of its crop land in hay of 
which 16 percent is in timothy 
and other kinds of non-legume 
hay. As would be expected from 
the high proportions of crop land 
in corn and oats, the cash grain 
areas have very low proportions 
of their land in hay. The North
ern Cash Grain Area has only 6 

-percent and the North Central 
Cash Grain Area 7 percent in hay, 
and this proportion is about 
evenly divided between legumes 
and non-legumes. 

Feed Units Produced 
Previous comparisons h a v e 

shown the relative importance of 
crop land and pasture land, corn 

'Soybeans harvested for hay are Included In 
hay figur .... 

USE OF IOWA CROP LAND 
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and other principal crops with_ 
acreages of each as the basis of 
comparison for each of the types 
of farming areas. It is well under
stood, however, that an acre of 
pasture is not equal to the number 
of feed units produced by an acre 
of hay. Nor are the same number 
of feed units produced on an acre 
of oats as there are on an acre of 
corn. In order to give a graphic 
presentation of the relative impor
taRce of corn, small grain, hay and 
pasture, it was deemed advisable 
to reduce them all to a common 
basis, that of feed units produced 
per acre. Figure 151 and table 
108 show the feed units produced 
per acre of total land in farms for 
the state as a whole and for each 
type of farming area. As would 
be expected, the North Central 
Cash Grain Area produces more 
total feed units per acre than any 
other area. The 'Western Meat 
Production Area ranks second. 
These two areas also rank first 
and second in feed units produced 
per acre of corn. The Southern 

Fig. 146. 
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ACREAGE IN CORN 
PERCENTAGE OF EFFECTIVE ACREAGE In2 

Fig. 147. 

ACREAGE IN OATS 
PERCENTAGE OF EFFECTiVE ACREAGE 1932 

Fig. 148. 
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ACREAGE IN HAY 
PERCENTAGE Of' EffECTIVE ACREAGE 1932 
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Pasture Area produces only 17.3 
feed units per acre, but it is one 
of the high ranking areas in feed 
units per acre of pasture. 

Figure 153 gives a better picture 
of the proportion of feed units pro
duced in various types of feed than 
does fig. 151. Feed units derived 
from corn consti:rte 60 percent of 
the total feed units produced in the 
state. Pasture ranks second, sup
plying one-fifth of the total feed 
units. . 

The North Central Cash Grain 
Area, the Northern Cash Grain 
Area and the Western Meat Pro
duction Area have a much higher 
proportion of feed units from corn 
than the rest of the state. Pas
ture, on the other hand, produces . 
relatively little feed in those 
areas. 

Figure 159 shows net shipment 
of corn and oats combined in per
centage of total production of feed 
units of grain for the various types 
of farming areas. The North Cen
tral Cash Grain Area ships out 
about 30 percent of its total pro
duction and the Northern Cash 

Grain Area sells around 25 percent 
of its production. The other areas 
rank much lower. The Western 
Meat Production Area ships out 
considerable grain, particularly 
the fringe of counties immediately 
east of the Missouri River. 

The charts on available feed 
units per acre give the amount of 
feed units available in the areas 
after all shipments are deducted. 

Iowa Livestock System 
Figure 162 and table 110 show 

the number of animal units for the 
state as a whole and for each type 
area; and the' amounts of each, in
cluding hogs, cattle, horses and 
mules, sheep and poultry, per 100 
acres of total land in farms. The 
Eastern Meat Production Area 
has more animal units per 100 
acres (19.6) than any other sec
tion of Iowa. It ranks first in hog 
animal units pe'r 100 acres with a 
total of 8.0 and second in cattle 
animal units with 7.0. 

The Western Meat Production 
Area, the Northeastern Dairy 
Area and the South Central Pas-

PERCENTAGE OF FEED UNITS PRODUCED IN 
VARIOUS TYPES OF FEED 

e~ 

'a 
NORTH CE:NTIGAL 
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ture Area rank next in total ani
mal units with 18.7, 18.5 and 18.5, • 
respectively. The meat area and 
the pasture area have 7.6 and 7.0 
hog animal units per 100 acres, re
spectively, while the dairy area 
has 6.1. The dairy area, however, 
has more cattle animal units per 
100 acres than either of the other 
two areas, with 8.2 as ,compared 
with approximately 6.6 for each of 
the other two areas. 

The two cash grain areas which 
have around 17.5 animal units per 
100 acres are below other sections 
of the state with the exception of 
the Southern Pasture Area which 
has only 14.5 units. The Southern 
Pasture Area ranks last in the pro
duction of all types of animal units 
per 100 acres with' the exception 
of sheep, in which it is first. It 
produces 1.3 sheep animal units in 
comparison with .3 for the major
ity of the sections and .9 for the 
next highest area. 

To summarize, the two meat 
areas and the dairy area rank high
est in total animal units produced 
per 100 acres of total land in 

Fig. 153. 
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PERCENTAGE OF AVAILABLE FEED UNITS IN 
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Fig. 159. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF. TOTAL LAND IN HAY 
INTO PRINCIPAL KINDS OF HAY ( 1932) 
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TABLE 108. 
Total Feed Unit. Produced Per Acre of Total Land in Farms lind Distribution into Principal 

Type. of Feed by Feed UnitB.* 

Nortbern 
Dairy Cash 

Feed units Area Grain 
Area 

Com ......••... 11.3 15.7 
Small grain ..... 3.2 5.1 
Hay ....•••..•. 

~ 
1.5 

Pasture ...••.•• 4.9 3.1 ---
Total feed units. 21.6 25.4 

*1 hu. corn:::: 1.00 feed units. 
1 bu. oats:::: .48 feed units. 
1 bu. wheat:::: 1.07 feed units. 
1 bu. barley:::: .78 feed units. 

Nortb 
Central 

Cash Grain 
Area ---
18.3 
4.4 
1.6 
3.6 ---

27.9 

1 bu. 8oyb .... n. :::: 1.43 feed units. 

Western Eastern Soutb 
Meat Meat Central Soutbem 

Production Production Pasture Pasture State 
Area Area Area Are .. ---------------
17.9 15.2 13.8 8.4 14.6 
3.0 2.8 2.3 1.6 3.3 
2.3 2.5 2.4 2.3 2.1 
4.0 5.7' 5.1 5.0 4.5 ------ ---

27.2 26.2 23.6 17.3 . 
1 ton alfalfa hay:::: lS.0 feed unit •• 
1 ton clover hay:::: lS.0 feed units. 
1 ton soybean hay:::: lS.0 feed units. 
1 ton mixed hay:::: 15.0 feed units. 
1 acre pasture:::: 8S.7 feed unit •. 

24.5 

TABLE 109. 
Total Feed Units Available Per Acre of Total Land in Farms and Distribution into Principal 

Type. of Feed by Feed Units. 

Nortbem Nortb Western Eastern Soutb 
Dairy Cash Central Meat Meat Central Soutbem 

Feed units Area Grain Cash Grain Production Production Pasture Pasture State 
Area Area Area Area Area Area ------ ---Com ........... 11.1 12.6 14.2 15.5 14.3 13.0 8.3 12.7 

Small grain ..... 3.2 3.5 2.8 2.7 2.5 2.0 1.5 2.6 
Hay ........... 2.1 1.4 1.5 2.2 2.5 2.5 2.4 2.1 
Pasture ........ 4.9 3.1 3.4 3.9 5.8 5.0 5.0 4.4 ---------------
Total feed units. 21.3 20.6 21.9 24.3 25.1 22.5 17.2 21.8 

MILK PRODUCTION BY TYPE OF FARMING AREAS 

GALS. PER. 
~ ___ .. HEAD or - 311 

CATTLE: 

~~~~. PER._ J~ GALS. PER. 
HEAD OF" - 357 
CATTLE. 

farms. The meat areas rank high- . 
est in hog animal units and the 
dairy area in cattle animal units. 

It can be seen by a study of fig. 
162 that 5 out of 7 areas pro
duce slightly more hog units than 
cattle units. The two areas 
(N ortheastern Dairy Area and 
Southern Pasture Area) which 
produce more cattle units than 
hog units produce so many more 
of cattle that there are more cattle 
units than hog units per 100 acres 
for the state as a whole. For the 
state, 38 percent of the total ani
mal units consist of cattle and 36 
percent of hogs, making the com
bined cattle and hog units equal to 
nearly three-fourths of the total 
animal units. Of the remainder, 
18 percent or nearly one-fifth con
sists of horse and mule animal 
units and less than one-tenth or 8 
percent is made up of poultry and 
sheep animal units, 5 percent for 
the former and 3 percent for the 

GALS. PER. 

~~~~. PE:R._ Z~ 

NOI2THEASTEI2N DAII2.Y AI2.EA 

GALS. PER. 
HEAD 0F"-2.5O 
CATTLE: 
GALS PER J ,. 
ACRE.. - ... 

HEAD OF" - 2.79 
CATTLE. 

~~~i: PE:R. - 18 

NOR.TH CENTI2AL 
CASH GR.AIN AREA GALS. PER. 

HEAD OF" - 270 
CATTLE: 
GALS. PER._ 19 
ACRE. 

WE:STEI2N MEAT 
1200UCTION AREA EA5TE2N MEAT P20DUCTION AREA 

ALS.P~E.~R.~-----~~-----' 
HEAD OF-ZI9 SOUTH CENT12AL 
CATTLE PA5TU12E ARE:A 
~~~SiPE:Rr-_J_5 ______________ ~ __________ -, 

FROM U.S. C.ENSUS , 1929 

GALS. PE:R. 
HE:AD OF" -2'2.i 
CATTLE. 
GALS. PE:R._ ., 3 
ACR.E. 

SOUTHERN PA5TURE AI2.EA 

Fig. 164. 



latter. In the Northern Cash 
Grain Area and the Western Meat 
Production Area, hog units con
stitute 40 percent of the total units 
and cattle 35 percent, a difference 
of 5 percent in favor of the hogs. 
The smallest difference in favor of 
hogs is in the North Central Cash 
Grain Area where hog units com
prise 37 percent, and cattle units 
36 percent of the section's total. 

In the Northeastern Dairy Area 
hogs comprise 33 percent of the 
total animal units and cattle 44 

BASEBOOK OF IOWA 

percent. In the Southern Pasture 
Area hogs comprise 27 percent of 
the total animal units, cattle 40 
percent. 

The percentage of the total ani
mal units produced by horses and 
mules, sheep and poultry in the 
various type areas, vary but 
slightly from the state average. 

Figure 164 shows the distribu
tion by type areas of gallons of 
milk produced annually per. 100 
acres of land and milk produced 
per cattle animal unit. The dairy 

TABLE 110. 
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area not only produces more gal~ 
Ions of milk per acre, 29 in contrast 
with 19 for the next highest area 
(Northern Cash Grain Area) and 
13 for the lowest producing area 
(Southern Pasture Area), but also 
produces more milk per head of 
cattle, producing 357 gallons in 
contrast with 311 in the Northern 
Cash Grain Area, 279 in the North 
Central Cash Grain Area, 270 in 
the Eastern Mea t Production 
Area, and but 221 in the Southern 
Pasture Area. 

Total Animal Units Per 100 Acres of Total Land in Farms and Distribution into Principal 
Cla •• e. of Animal. by Animal Unit •. " , 

I 
Northern Nortb Western Eastern South 

Dairy Cash Central Meat Meat Central, Southern 
Animal units Area Grain Cash Grain Production Production Pasture Pasture State 

Area Area Area Area Area Area ------------------
Hogs ........... 6.1 7.2 6.6 7.6 8.0 7.0 4.0 6.6 
Cattle .......... 8.2 6.2 6.3 6.5 7.0 6.7 5.7 6.7 
Horses ........ . 2.9 3.1 3.3 3.4 3.2 3.0 2.7 3.0 
Sheep .......... 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.9 1.3 0.6 
Poultry ........ 0.9 0.8 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.9 

Tot. animal units 18.5 17.6 17.4 18.7' 19.6 18.5 14.5 17.8 

*An animal unit i. equal to: 1.0 head of cattle 2 yr •. and older, 2.0 head of cattle 1 to 2 yrs. 
old, 4.0 calve. under 1 yr., 1.5 beef .teer., 1.0 horse 2 yro. old and older, 2.0 colt. 1 to 2 yr •. 
old, 4.0 colt. under 1 yr., 8.5 .OW., 7.5 pig., 7.0 .heep, 14.0 lamb., and 100.0 hens. 
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CHAPTER VII. IOWA FARM HOME CONVENIENCESl 

T HE Iowa farmer lives in a 
two-story, seven-room frame 
house. That is the compos

ite home taken from the results of 
a survey of rural housing condi
tions covering 18,789 Iowa farm 
homes. \ 

The survey cotered 10 counties 
and was taken in 8,298 owner and 
10,491 non-owner homes. The in
formation pictures the situation 
for the entire state and represents 
221,200 families, including about a 
million people. 

The typical Iowa farm home is 
a painted frame structure with 
more than one story and is more 
than 25 years old. Some differ
ences are apparent among the 
counties, but on the whole only 2 
percent of the houses reported are 
made of brick, stone or concrete 
and only 10 percent are one 
story. 

There are some differences be
tween the owners and non-own
ers. Owners more frequently live 
in one-story houses and m houses 
built of brick, but this is due to 
the fact that most of these own
ers' homes were built in the last 
10 years and the prevailing trend 
has been toward homes of this 
type. 
~ta In thll chaptar were obtained from 
Iowa Ag. Ezp. Sta., ReI. Bull. No. 174. Bnd 
186, "The StatUI of Farm Housing In Iowa," 
Bnd "The Statu. of Town Bnd Village Housing 
'8nl~as':'~ ~e'::':"-:'st G. Reid. Bnd from the 

One significant fact stands out: 
There has been relatively little 
building in the last 10 years. 

The value of dwellings varies 
from county to county. Of the 10 
counties surveyed, the top county 
was $3,266 and the low was $1,676 
in 1930. The average value of 
farm dwellings in Iowa was $2,293 
in 1930. (See Table 113.) 

The number of persons per fam
ily indicates to some extent the 
size of the home· that is needed. 
There is, however, only a slight 
tendency for the larger families to 
live in larger homes. In the larger 
families, the available room per 
person is simply diminished and 
the house conforms closely to the 
seven-room standard of the state. 

Owners generally take better 
care of their homes than tenants. 
Table 120 shows how different 
parts of the house were rated for 
owners and tenants. The expla
nation of the better condition of 
all parts of the owners' homes. 
floors, walls and every part listed 
in the table, is obvious. The owner 
living in his own house is able to 
detect and care for the defects 
that do arise. The renter finds it 
harder to get the needed repairs. 

There seems to be no lack of 
water in Iowa farm homes. Wells 
and springs are adequately dis
tributed but the problem of get
ting the water in the house con-

fronts most of the occupants. 
About one out of four families has 
water piped into the house and 
about half of this group has 
piped hot water. As would be 
expected, the percentage of OW1'l

ers having water piped into the 
house is greater than the non
owners. With only 25 percent of 
the homes having water piped in
to the house, the other 75 percent 
must carry the water into the 
house. The distance from the 
well was found to average 94 feet. 

Although drinking water is well 
provided for, soft water is not so 
easily obtained. Only two out of 
three homes have a cistern for the 
storage of soft water, so that one
third of the families are without 
any source of soft water. The 
percentage of cisterns varied be
tween the counties and reached a 
high of 90 percent in one. In this 
territory the cistern must have 
been a source of drinking water. 

Hand pumps are quite common 
in the farm home, but various 
sources of power are used for 
pumping water, too. Electricity, 
gasoline motors, windmills or hy
draulic rams are used to provide 
running water when the water 
supply is piped into ~he. ho~se. 
Figure 175 shows the distribution 
of water systems throughout the 
state. In the survey of housing 
conditions, only .24.1 percent of 

BUILDING MATERIAL USED IN IOWA HOMES 
l!ili frome. UnpOintect 2.7'11. 1934 IIl2!I Frame UnpCllnted 2,2Z 

NUMBE.R Of STORIE.S IN IOWA HOUSES 
1934 

.. 5tucco IS:!. .. Stucco ~,,, 

• e»rlCk, 5tone I.e'lL .. r>ncl<.. Stone .H." 
D LoS 0.2'11. 

FAI2M TOWN 

Fig. 165. The above diagrams give a comparison between 
town and farm homes in type of bu.ilding material used. 
Town homes are more often made of brick. stone and stucco 
than are farm homes. Data in table 111. 

fAI2..M TOWN 

Fig. 166. Nearly nine-tenths of Iowa's farm homes have 
more than one story. About three-fourths of the town homes 
in the state are more than one story. Data in table 111. 
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TABLB 111. CONSTRUCTION AND AGE OJ!' IOWA HOUSES, 1934. 'l'ABLE 112. FAMILIES OWNING HOMES, 

p~~~~~----------------~ 
Farm I All towns· ------------------

Non- I Non-
Total Owners Owners Total Owners Owners 

Building materials used 
Log .............................. 02 0.2 0:2 

~=:=~~:::::::::::::::::: 2.7 2.7 2.8 2.2 i7 'j i 
93.8 92.7 94.4 90.7 90.9 90.2 

Stucco ........................ 1 5 2.1 1.1 3.5 4.3 2.5 
Brick. stone or CODcrete ....... 1.8 2.3 1.5 3.6 3.1 4.2 

A~of bou .. 
Under 10 yean ................ 5.9 7.1 4.9 4.6 5.4 3.4 
10 to 24 yeano .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.8 25.7 16.9 23.8 27.5 18.3 
25 to 49 years ............ 44.8 43.2 46.2 50.6 49.3 52.6 
SO years and over ........ 28.5 24.0 32.0 21.0 17.8 25 7 

Number of.torieo 
One ...................... 10.7 11.5 10.2 25.5 23.7 28.1 
More thaD one ............. 89.3 88.5 89.8 74.5 76.3 71.9 

Rooms. have 

t!=::',:::::::::::::::::::: : 96.5 97.7 95.6 97.1 98.4 95.3 
75.9 79.3 73.2 78.5 83.0 71.9 

Kitchens .......................... 999 99.9 99.9 99.5 99.5 99.4 
Workrooms ........................ 41 5 41.9 41.1 31.0 31.2 30.7 
WasII1'ooma for belp ................ 18.6 21.7 16.2 6.6 7.5 5.4 
B.lbrooma .••.....•............... 21.7 30.6 14.8 40.6 47.5 30.8 
Halla ..••• , ....................... 58.1 61.8 55.7 56.2 61.0 49.2 
Basements ......••................ 71.0 74.9 67.8 78.3 82.6 72.0 
Clooets .•....•.................... 84.9 86.7 83.5 83.7 86.3 80.0 
Front or aide porch ..•............•. 83.8 85.5 81.0 80.3 81.7 78.4 
Back porcb ........................ 72.7 73.5 72.0 64.9 65.9 63.5 
Storage space for fruits and vege~bles 90.0 91.3 89.0 88.5 91.3 84.4 
Having rooms Dot in U8e •••••••••••• 13.4 9.6 16.5 7.5 5.6 10.3 

• Population of Ie .. than 2,500. 
Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta. Bulletins 174 and 186, Status of Farm Housing in Iowa and 

Statua of Town and Village Housing in Iowa, Margaret G. Reid. 

the farm homes had piped cold 
water. 

Kitchen sinks are not uncom
mon in farm homes. Over 50 per
cent of the homes in the area sur
veyed report having this conveni
ence. These figures apply only to 
sinks with a drain. 

About one quarter of the homes 
have an improved outdoor toilet 
plus an indoor chemical or flush 
toilet. Many families express a 
need for improvements of this 
sort. Most of Iowa's farm homes, 
however, have an unimproved out
door toilet, There is the usual 
difference between owners and 

non-owners in this classification. 
Bathrooms are not common in 

farm homes. Less than one-fifth 
report a bathtub while another 
fifth expressed a desire for one. 
This convenience is twice as com
mon in owners' homes as in non
owners. There are very few 
showers and less than one family 
in six has a lavatory. 

Sewage disposal is accom
plished by means of a cesspool, 
septic tank or stream in 36 per
cent of the cases. Surface. drain
age is relied upon in 39 percent of 
the homes. 

Nearly three-fourths of all Iowa 

Community 

Rural-farm ................. . 
Rural-nonfarm ............. . 
Towns of 2,500 to 10,000 .... . 
Cities 10,000 to 100,000 ...... . 
Des Moines* ............... . 
State as a wbole ............ . 

Percentage of 
families owains 

homes 

49.0 
62.3 
58.8 
53.7 
51.4 
54.7 

* Only city in Iowa having a population in 
excess of 100,000. 

Source: Fifteenth Cenaua of the United 
States, 1930. The percentages are based on 
those reporting. 

TABLE 113. THE AVERAGE VALUE 011' 
FARM DWELLINGS IN TEN IOWA 

COUNTIES, 1980. . 

County 

Benton ............. . 
Davis ........... . 
Fayette ......... . 
Madison ......... . 
Mitchell ......... . 
Srott ............ . 
Shelby .......... . 
Sioux ............ . 
Story ........... . 
Webster ......... . 

2,591 
1,676 
2,179 
1,893 
2,425 
3,266 
2,650 
2,303 
2,310 
2,425 

AlIeounties in state.......... 2,293 

Source: U. S, Conau .. 1980. 

farmers read by the light of kero
sene lamps, Persons living in 
their own homes use kerosene less 
extensively than do non-owners, 
but over SO percent of the owners' 
dwellings are lacking more mod
ern means of illumination. 

Acetylene or piped gas is used 
very little throughout the state. 
The other one-fourth of the resi
dents use electricity from either a 
power line or that produced from 
a home electric plant. More than 
twice as many owners use elec
tricity for illumination as the per
sons living in rented houses. 

For the most part, farmers are 

AGE Of IOWA HOUSES 
1934 

PERCENTAGE THE DWELLING IS OF VALUE 
OF FARM LAND AND BUILDINGS 

FAI2.M TOWN 
Fig. 167. The charts shown here give the percentage of 

farm and town houses falling into different age groups. Data 
in table 111. . 

-7000 
VALUE OF fAl2M LAND 
. AND BULDlN~ 

Fig. 168. Tlte higher the valua.tion of the farm the less 
the proportion which the house IS of the total valuation. 
Data in table 115. 
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ACR. 

CONDITION OF IOWA HOMES 
1934 

________ m Farm Homes -------i 

..II. Town Home~ 

.., ." ~ 5 =0') I: 
of) -a ., ~:§ 0 'i: 
:Jl L 53 ~ 
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3~ 
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ECON. CHART NO. s- 36008 IOWA STATE COLLECE 

Fig. 169. The bars in this chart show the proportion of farm and town homes 
that are in good condition with respect to the different items named. Both show 
a striking need for paint. Data in table 120. 

common in 62 percent of the 
homes with central heating rang
ing from 50 percent in one county 
to 12 percent in another. Many 
farmers have indicated that they 
desire hot air, steam or hot water 

heating systems but, other than 
in the owners' homes, they are • 
not widely used throughout the 
state. Figure 177 shows how Iowa 
town and farm homes compare in 
heating facilities . 

TABLE 115. VALUE OF DWELLING AND 
OF LAND AND BlJILDINGS IN 

IOWA, 1930. 

Value of farm land and 
buildings 

(thousands of dollars) 

7 
9 

11 
13 
15 
17 
19 
21 
23 
25 
27 
29 
31 
33 
35 

Per<:entage the dwelling 
is of value farm land and 

buildings 

21.3 
17.8 
15.6 
14.0 
12.9 
12.0 
11.4 
10.8 
10.3 
10.0 
9.6 
9.3 
9.1 
8.9 
8.7 

Sour.e: U. S. Census, 1930. 

Few farms have adequate re
frigeration facilities. Most of the 
refrigerators now in use in the 
farm homes are ice refrigerators 
with only a sprinkling of the me
chanical type. Figure 177 shows 
this. . 

Farm cooking is accomplished 
over a coal or wood burning stove 
in most of the homes. Some fam
ilies use a gasoline or kerosene 
stove and a few report using elec-

more interested in getting power 
from a power transmission line 
than they are from a home electric 
plant. Many farmers are several 
miles from a power line, and this 
factor has prevented some from 
having electricity. In other cases, 
the rates are considerably higher 
than those paid by the city 
dweller and farmers have felt that 
they could not afford the conveni
ence of electricity. 

ROOMS IN IOWA HOMES 
1934 

TABLE 114. OWNER AND TENANT FARM 
DWELLINGS OF SPEOIFIED VALUE, 

IOWA,1930. 

Value of Dwelling 

Under $1,000 (all) ..... . 
$I,OO()..$I.499 ......... . 
$1,500-$1,999 ......... . 
$2 ,000-$2,999 ......... . 
$J, 00()..$4, 999 .•........ 
$5,000-$7,499 •......... 
$7 ,50().$9, 999 ......... . 
$10,000 and over ...... . 

Percentage 

Ownen 

11.6 
14.0 
13.2 
24.5 
23.9 
10.0 
1.8 
1.0 

Tenants 

18.7 
20.2 
16.8 
24.1 
15.5 
3.9 
0.5 
0.3 

Sour.e: U. S. Oensus, 1930. 

Figure 174 shows the situation 
for the whole state and indicates 
that more than 20 percent of the 
farm homes were lighted by elec
tricity in 1930. 

Most farm homes are heated by 
stoves. This source of heat is 

.., 1/1 1/1 ., 
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~ :>i ~ .8 

., 
\) .tiii 

., 
I!:: J: .0 .0 \I) 

ACA. ECON. CHART 3&001 IOWA COLLEGE 

Fig. 170. The farm and town homes of Iowa show little difference in kinds of 
rooms. The biggest differences are in bath rooms and wash rooms. 

Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta. Buls. 174 and 186, Margaret G. Reid. 



tric stoves. Gas stoves are· used 
in only a very few homes. 

Most of the farm laundry is 
done in a room on the same level 
as the kitchen. Some families 
have a basement room for this op
eration while others are compelled 
to do it outdoors. A large num
ber also do the washing in the kit
chen of the home. 

A large majority 'of the homes 
have power washers of some sort. 
Very few families reported or 
wanted fixed tubs for a part of 
their laundry apparatus. Owners 
ranked above the non-owners in 
laundry equipment. 

Various other states have also 
compiled statistics on farm hous
ing conditions. In comparison 
with these states, Iowa is much 
like Maryland. This is especially 
true of the percentage of un
painted and one-story buildings. 
Maryland also has few houses un
der 10 years of age. The houses 
in these two states have a higher 
average number of rooms than in 
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TABLE 116. SIZE OF FARM HOUSES IN REPRESENTATIVE STATES, 1934. 

New 
Items Iowa Florida Kentucky Maryland Nevada Menco Arkansas -------:---=---------------------

Number of houses in survey. 18.789 

Average number of occu-

A~::' ~~~~~ '~i ;~~. : : 
Average number of occu-

AV-::: ~~~b:' of' b~:' . 
rooms ................. . 

4.4 
7.0 

3.6 

57.200 233,300 

4.4 
4.8 

0.9 

2.6 

4.7 
4.8 

0.95 

2.6 

Souree: Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta" But. 174. 

53.700 

4.4 
8.1 

0.5 

3.7 

3.400 

3.8 
4.9 

0.8 

2.5 

31,900 234,000 

4.8 
3.9 

1.2 

2.0 

4.7 
3.9 

1.2 

2.2 

TABLE 117 ROOMS PER FAMILY AND PER PERSON IN FARM HOUSES 1934 

Number of 
occupants 

\ 

Percentage 
Nfamilium.beesr of Roofamsmilyper Rooms per having less than 

____________ ~_on ___ ~~ 

Owner 
Non
owner Owner 

Non
owner Owner 

Non
owner Owner 

Non
owner 

-----1----:-1---------------------5.9 
3.3 
2.2 
1.7 
1.4 
1.2 
1.0 
0.9 
0.8 
0.7 
0.7 
0.6 
0.5 

5.8 
3.3 
2.3 
1.8 
1.4 
1.2 
1.1 
0.9 
0.8 
0.8 
0.6 
0.6 
0.5 

I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
II 
12 

13 and over 

All 

133 
754 
.'95 
817 
598 
434 
248 
140 
79 
43 
18 
10 
12 

4.081 

61 
608 
982 

1,069 
862 
537 
355 
204 
123 
57 
29 
22 
9 

, 4,918 

5.8 
6.5 
7.0 
7.2 
7.2 
7.4 
7.5 
7.2 
7.3 
7.7 
6.5 
7.6 
7.5 

7.0 

5.9 
6.6 
6.7 
6.8 
7.0 
7.2 
7.0 
7.3 
7.0 
7.0 
7.2 
7.2 
6.8 

6.9 

Based on 8,999 families In five Iowa countIes. 
Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta., Bul. 174. 

"oj 
1.1 
1.3 
5.4 

11.7 
29.0 
56.4 
77.2 
90.1 

100.0 
90.0 

100.0 

"0:8 
1.6 
6.6 

13.4 
37.2 
54.4 
85.3 
96.5 
96.5 

100.0 
100.0 

--1-. 7-,--1-. 5-,--9-. 7-[12.S 

FARM HOME: CONVENIENCES 

ORES INCLUDE 
TELEPHONES. 
UTOMOBILES. 

RADIOS. 
WATER 

SYSTEMS,& 
ELECTRIC 
LIGHTS'I930' 

IOWA STATE PLANNING BOARD MAP 

Fig. 171. The data on this map are a combination .of the 
rankings of the different counties on the five conveniences 

shown in figs. 172 and 176. Ida and .Carroll counties rank 
highest in this group of home convemences. 
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Fig. 172. 

Fig". 173. 
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FARMS WITH RADIOS 
PERCENTAGE Of FARM fAMILIES OPERATING RADIOS-1930-

IOWA STATE PLANNING BOARD MAP 

FARMS WITH TELEPHONES 
PERCENTA.GE OF FARMS EQUIPPED WITH TELEPHONES-193D-

IDWA. STATE PLANNING BOARD MAP 
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FARMS WITH ELECTRICITY 
PERCENTAGE OF' .. F'ARM HOMES WITH ELECTRICITY -1910-

Fig. 174. 

IOWA STATE PLANNING BOARD MAP 

FARMS WITH WATER SYSTEMS 
PERCENTAGE OF' FARMS:rEADS WITH RUNNING WATER 1N THE HOUSE -1930-

Fig. 175. 
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FARMS WITH AUTOMOBILES 
PERCENTAGE OF FARMS HAVING AUTOMOBILES - 19~O-

Fig. 176. 

~l.CNV8O 

8O-649'l!. 
85-e9.Q'l!. 
30-949'" 
95-100'" 

JOWA STATE PLANNING BOARD MAP 

TABLE U·8. FARM HOUSES NEEDING 
REPAIR OR INSTALLATION OF 

OERTAIN ITEMS, 1934. 

Items 

Paint, exterior . ........ . 
Screens . ............. . 
Interior walls and ceilings 
Fences ......... ....... . 
Roof. ................ . 
Walks and drives ....... . 
Foundation ............ . 
Closets ............... . 
Doors and windows . ... . 
Bathtub .............. . 
Lavatory ............. . 
Flush toilet ............ . 
Plantings ............. . 
Lawn ................. . 
Bathroom ............. . 
Kitchen sink with drain . 
Floors ................ . 
Piped cold water ....... . 
Piped hot water ........ . 
Cistern ............... . 
Exterior walls . ........ . 
Power line ............ . 

Percentage 

Owners· NOD-owners· 

40.5 
29.8 
25.6 
24.8 
22.8 
22.3 
20.2 
18.7 
18.6 
18.0 
18.0 
17 .3 
16.9 
16.2 
15.7 
14.7 
14.6 
13.5 
12.4 
11.7 
10.4 
10.1 

43.8 
41.1 
36.6 
34.8 
26.8 
30.5 
32.3 
26.8 
33.1 
22.3 
21.6 
20.9 
23.0 
25.4 
19.1 
21.5 
23.7 
17.2 
14.5 
18.4 
16.7 
13.1 

• Baled on 18,789 honBe. in ten low. 
eountie., 1984. 

Souree: Iowa Ag. Exp. Sta., Bul. 174. 

any of the other states that have 
data available. 

Nevada ranks highest in the 
proportion of bathrooms, piped 
hot water, kitchen sink with drain 
and power lines. Iowa is first in 

TABLE 119. FARM HOUSING CONDITIONS IN REPRESENTATIVE STATES, 1934. 

New 
Items Iowa Florida Kentucky Maryland Nevada Mexico Arkansas -----------

Number of hOlies in survey. 18.789 57.200 233.300 53,700 3.400 31.900 234.000 ------------------------
Kind of house ............. Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent ------------

Log .................... 0.2 1.2 12.3 1.2 0.6 10.0 4.2 
Unpainted frame . ....... 2.8 47.0 29.0 7.1 35.9 21.9 70.0 
Brick, stone or concrete .. 1.9 1.9 4.0 11.1 7.4 13.6' 0.5 

Age of house 
Under 10 years .......... 5.9 36.0 18.0 7.1 21.2 23.8 20.8 
SO and over years . ....... 28.5 5.1 23.6 48.8 10.3 9.1 9.5 

One story .........•....... 10.7 86.9 56.2 3.3 81.6 89.0 93.4 
Rooms 

Dining rooms . ........... 75.9 59.4 54.0 85.8 52.4 27.9 39.6 
Wash rooms for farm help 18.9 21.0 4.9 2.8 5.3 2.9 1.5 
Bathrooms ............. . 21.2 25.5 6.3 18.3 39.4 11.1 3.3 

Condition of house, good 
Foundation . ............ 51.2 24.8 51.0 68.7 40.4 50.8 19.6 
Roof. .................. 60.8 29.9 46.4 60.3 46.3 34.5 28.9 
Doors and windows . ..... 54.0 32.4 46.3 57.4 51.6 35.4 25.3 
Paint, exterior . .......... 33.0 11.2 18.4 25.7 20.6 16.3 5.6 

Interior walls and ceilings ... 50.0 14.0 42.9 47.4 38.2 27.6 17 .3 

Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. St •. , Bul. 174. 

Except for Iowa theBe data were taken from press relea.e. of the U. S. D. A. Bureau of 
Home Economics. They are all subject to later revision. Data for Iowa are based on actual 
homes 8urveyed. For the other states the data are an estimate for the entire farm population. 

the number of central heating 
units and lowest in fireplaces as 
sources of heat. 

Maryland and Florida report a 
high percentage of ice refrigera
tion, and Iowa is exceptionally 

high in the number of power 
washing machines. Walks, drives 
and fences are also more common 
in Iowa. 

Compared wit h surrounding 
states, Iowa is third in the per-
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TABLE 120. CONDITION OJ!' IOWA HOMES. 1934.. 

Percentage 
___ ~, ___ I ___ . Town*! __ _ 

__ -:-_________ I __ T_otal__ Owner 1_~_.::_~_I_T_O_tal __ Own_e_r_I_~_w':._~_ 
FoundatioDB 

Present condition 
Good .........•••...•••......... 
Fair ..........•........•........ 
Poor ........................... . 

Repain or alterations needed. ....... . 
Replacement or new installation needed 

£.terior Wan. 
Present Condition 

Good .•••••••...•••••.•.••••.••. 
Fair ..•.••...•••....••......••.. 
Poor .•...........•.....•........ 

Repair or alterations needed ........ . 
Replacement or new installation needed 

Roof 
Preaent Condition 

Good .......................... · 
Fair .......................... .. 
Poor ..•......................... 

Repairs or alterations needed ....... . 
Replacement or new installation needed 

Cbimneya . 
Present Condition 

Good ••............•............ 
Fair ........................... . 
Poor ........................... . 

Repairs or alterations needed ....... . 
Replacement or new installation needed 

DOOR and windows 
Pr ..... t Condition 

Good .••....•••.••..•••...•..... 
Fair ..................•......... 
Poor ........................... . 

Repairs or alterations needed ....... . 
Rep1acementor Dew matalJation needed 

Screene 
Present Condition 

Good ......•....••.............. 
Fair ........................... . 
Poor .•.......................... 

Repairs or alterations needed ....... . 
Replacement or new installation needed 

Paint Exterior 
Present Condition 

Good .......................... . 
Fair ........................... . 
Poor ........................... . 

Repairs or alterations needed ....... . 
Replacement or new installation needed 

InterIor Walls and Ceiling 
Present Condition 

Good ••......•.•..............•• 
Fair ........................... . 
Poor ........................... . 

Repairs or alterations needed ....... . 
Replacement or new installation needed 

Floora 
Present condition 

Good .•...........•..........•.. 
Fair ...•......................... 
Poor ...................•........ 

Repairs needed ... , ............... . 
Replacement needed ... ', ........... . 

Stain 
Present condition ......•.....•..... 

Good ..............•.•.•...•.•.. 
Fair .............•.....•...•..•• 
Poor ..•..... :., ..............•.. 

Repairs needed, .... , ......•..... , . 
Replacement needed, .....•......... 

Insulation 
Present condition 

Good .......................... . 
Fair ........................... . 
Poor .....•.•••••.•••...•.•.•... 

Repairs needed ................... . 
Replacement needed ......•••.•.•... 

Replacement of house needed ••........ 

51.2 
34.0 
14.6 
19.8 
7.1 

63.6 
29.9 
6.5 

11.2 
2.7 

60.8 
27.7 
11.7 
17.3 
7.7 

79.8 
16.5 
3.9 
7.2 
2.1 

54.0 
35.1 
11.3 
20.9 
5.9 

46.6 
30.3 
19.0 

. 17.0 
19.0 

33.0 
38.2 
26.2 
17.7 
24.6 

50.0 
36.2 
12.7 
23.8 
8.0 

57.8 
32.1 
10.4 
12.8 
6.8 

66.6 
20.0 
3.9 
5.9 
2.6 

39.2 
24.5 
14.3 
5.2 

11.9 

61.2 
30.0 
8.6 

15.5 
4.7 

70.9 
25.2 
4.0 
8.6 
1.8 

64.2 
26.7 
9.4 

15.5 
7.3 

84.4 
13.5 
2.4 
5.7 
1.2 

64.9 
29.7 
5.6 

15.0 
3.6 

54.2 
30.0 
13.7 
16.0 
13.8 

36.3 
38.6 
22.6 
17.0 
23.5 

58.0 
34.3 
8.2 

19.8 
5.8 

66.5 
27.6 
6.3 
9.8 
4.8 

72.1 
16.5 
2.4 
4.0 
1.4 

49.2 
22.4 
9.4 
4.0 
9.0 

43.3 
37.1 
19.3 
23.2 
9.1 

57.9 
33.6 
8.5 

13.3 
3.4 

58.1 
28.5 
13.6 
18.7 
8.1 

76.2 
18.8 
5.1 
8.3 
2.8 

45.3 
39.3 
15.7 
25.5 
7.6 

40.6 
30.6 
23.2 
17.9 
23.2 

30.3 
37.9 
29.0 
18.3 
25.5 

43.6 
40.3 
16.3 
26.9 
9.7 

51.0 
35.7 
13.7 
15.3 
8.4 

62.3 
22.8 
6.8 
7.3 
3.5 

31.4 
26.2 
18.2 
6.1 

14.3 

• Population less than 2,500. 
lBased on 18,789 farm houses in 10 Iowa counties, 1934. 
~Based on 8,587 town houses in 10 Iowa counties, 1934~ 

Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta., BulB. 174. and 186. 

51.5 
34.3 
13.7 
20.6 
9.9 

65.5 
29.2 
5.3 

12.9 
3.4 

58.7 
28.2 
13.0 
16.4 
14.6 

82.9 
14.0 
3.1 
6.8 
2.2 

57.3 
35.2 
7.6 

20.9 
5.5 

50.8 
34.3 
14.6 
14.8 
20.1 

27.7 
40.4 
26.3 
13.0 
38.1 

53.0 
36.8 
10.1 
25.2 
7.5 

51.2 
37.9 
10.9 
18.0 
10.2 

58.6 
20.5 
3.7 
6.5 
2.7 

30.0 
39.8 
10.3 
4.5 
7.5 
6.5 

60.4 
30.2 
9.0 

17.9 
6.6 

73.1 
23.6 
3.3 

10.3 
2.4 

62.5 
26.9 
10.6 
15.4 
13.3 

87.7 
10.4 
1.8 
5.2 
1.3 

66.4 
29.6 
.4.0 
17 .1 
3.0 

58.1 
32.0 
9.8 

13.8 
15.1 

34:1 
39.5 
21.2 
12.2 
33.7 

60.7 
32.9 
6.3 

21.4 
5.1 

60.2 
33.2 
6.6 

14.0 
7.3 

65.4 
17.2 
1.9 
5.0 
1.4 

36.8 
39.0 

7.2 
4.0 
5.2 
3.9 

38.6 
40.2 
20.5 
24.4 
14.6 

54.5 
37.3 
8.2 

16.6 
4.9 

53.3 
30.1 
16.6 
17.8 
16.4 

76.0 
19.1 
4.9 
9.2 
3.5 

44.1 
43.2 
12.7 
26.3 
9.2 

40.1 
37.7 
21.5 
16.4 
27.3 

18.3 
41.6 
33.7 
14.1 
44.5 

41.8 
42.5 
15.6 
30.7 
11.2 

38.1 
44.7 
17.2 
23.9 
14.5 

48.7 
25.2 
6.3 
8.7 
4.5 

20.0 
40.8 
14.8 
5.2 

10.9 
10.4 
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centage of homes having radio 
sets. Illinois is first with 55.6 per
cent and Wisconsin second with 
51 percent. 

The Iowa percentage of 48.5, 
however, is well above that for 
the nation as a whole. From the 
homes that reported, it is esti
mated that there were 12,048,762 
radios in United States homes, or 
40.3 of all homes, in 1930. Iowans 
owned 308,448 radios in 1930. 

A higher proportion of New 
Jersey homes had radios in 1930 
than those of any other state. 
The New Jersey percentage was 
63.4. 

Iowa· farmers own more auto
mobiles than any of their neigh
bors in surrounding states, ac
cording to the figures for 1930. 
In that year, the farmers of the 
state owned over a quarter of a 
million automobiles while Illinois 
was second of the bordering states 
with 192,873. In the same year, 
Minnesota was third and Wiscon
sin fourth. The total number of 
cars owned by farmers in the 
United States who reported to 
census takers in 1930 was 4,134,-
675. 

Iowa farm homes also contain 
more telephones than do those of 
any of the bordering states. In 
1930 there were 180,876 tele
phones in the' rural dwellings as 
compared with 147,672 in Illinois 
farm homes, the next ranking 
state. In all, there were 2,139,194 
telephones in the farm homes of 
the United States. 

Out of the 994,202 rural homes 
in the United States having water 
piped into them, Iowa claimed 
51635 to lead its neighboring 
st~tes in this home convenience. 
Illinois was second with Ne
braska third. 

By a close margin,' Wisconsin 
had more farm homes lighted by 
electricity in 1930 than Iowa. 
There were 841,310 homes in the 
nation lighted electrically. Iowa 
had 46,042 and Wisconsin 46,565. 
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TABLE 121. IOWA HOME FACILITIES. 

1 ______________________ P_e_K.le._n_m~g~e._. ________________ __ 

Farm 

Toml Owner 
Non
owner 

All Towns' 

Total Owner 
Non· 

owner 
----------1----1---------------

53.8 61.1 48.0 63.6 68.8 56.0 Kitchen sink with drain .... 

Toilet facilities \ 
Improved outdoor toilet .. \ ......... . 
Ummproved outdoor toilet ..•...... 
Indoor chemical toilet. 
Indoor flush toilet •... 

Bathroom fixtures 
Tub ................ . 
Shower ............ . 
Lavatory ........... . 

Disposal of sewage ........ , ......... . 
Tewn or village sewage disposal .... . 
Septic mnk ...................... . 
Cess pool. .................. . 
Stream .....•............... 
Surface ..•......•...... 

Refrigeration facilities 
Ice refri~eration .................. . 
MechaDlcal refrigeration ......... . 

COw~~5 ~~~~~\e:toves ........... . 
Kerosene or gasoline stove ......... . 
Gas stove ....................... . 
Electric stove ........ . 

Laundry facilities 
Where done 

Out of doors ..•.............. 
In kitchen •...................... 
In basement ......... , .•........ 
In special room on same level as 

kitcben ..............•. 

E't"t:.':lel~~dry tubs ................ . 
Power washing machine ............ . 
Hand washing machine ............ . 

• Popnlation Ie •• tban 2,500. 

10 3 
79.5 
0.7 

14.8 

18.8 
2.3 

15 3 

. 70 
20.0 
8.6 

.19.0 

15 1 
2.5 

95 4 
49 2 

I 9 
0.9 

14.8 
37.0 
18.8 

38.1 

2.6 
63.5 
22.1 

11.3 
73.3 
1.0 

22.1 

27.0 
3.8 

226 

11.0 
23.3 
9.5 

35.5 

17.8 
4.0 

94.5 
51.8 
2.8 
1.5 

12 6 
33.4 
25.7 

36.2 

3.4 
67.3 
19.5 

Sonree: Iowa Agr. Exp. Buls. 174 and 186. 

9.6 
84.3 
0.4 
9.0 

12.3 
1.1 
9.5 

3.9 
17.4 
'8.0 

41.7 

13.0 
1.3 

96.1 
47.1 

1.2 
0.4 

16 5 
40.0 
13.4 

39.7 

1.9 
60.6 
24.3 " 

3.7 
65:2 
0.6 

38.2 

36.6 
2.3 

35.6 

23.5 
9.6 

17.4 
4.9 

11.2 

27.6 
10.7 

71. 9 
71.2 
5.7 
7.6 

6.9 
29.4 
30.1 

30.0 

1.0 
64.8 
10.3 

4 2 
60 .. 1 
0.6 

44.1 

42.9 
3.1 

41. 7 

25.8 
11.9 
18.8 
5.2 

10.7 

28 5 
12 3 

74.1 
70.1 
5 9 
9.7 

5.7 
26.7 
35.4 

27.6 

1.1 
66.2 
9.7 

,1.0 
72.3 
0.4 

29.7 

27.4 
I 2 

26.7 

20.3 
6.2 

15.4 
4.6 

12.0 

26.3 
8.4 

68.8 
72.9 
5.4 
4.4 

8.5 
33.3 
22.4 

33.4 

1.0 
62.7 
11.2 

TABLE 122. FARM HOME FACILITIES IN REPRESE~TATIVE STATES, 1934. 

Items Iowa I I New 
Florida Kentucky Maryland Nevada Mexico Arkansas 

-N-urn--be--r-o-f-h-ouses----in-s-u-r-vey--.·I--1-8-, 7-8-9-157:200 233 ,300 53. 700 ~ ~ ~ 
Water supply 

Carrying water ......... . 

rJ.!r.~ ~i~t ,:tr,r d;~~ : : : : 
Disposal of sewage 

Septic tank ..... . 
Cesspool. .............. . 

Li~~: electric plant .... . 
Power line .......... . 

Heating 
Fireplaces ............. . 
Centra.l heating ......... . 

Refrigeration 
Ice .................... . 
MechanicaL ........ . 

Laundry done 
Out·of·doors .......... . 
Power washing machine .. 
Kerosene or gasoline stove 

Gas or electric stove ....... . 

77 6 
13.6 
53.8 

7.0 
20.0 

11.7 
15.3 

0.8 
29.4 

15.1 
2.5 

14.8 
63.'5 
49.2 
2.8 

Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. Bu!. 174. 

6.1.8 
8.8 

24.0 

14.0 
5.0 

4.1 
18.7 

66 5 
0.4 

43.2 
5.4 

86.7 
3.8 

29.4 
3.5 

89.6 
3 9 
89 

I 2 
1.8 

2.2 
6.5 

63 5 
2.7 

22.S 
2.4 

51.0 
60 

14.8 
1.7 

669 
14 5 
31.5 

4 4 
8.6 

5.2 
20.5 

4.1 
12.7 

41.5 
3.7 

36.5 
22.1 
41.2 
3.3 

43.2 
34.7 
62.6 

12 .5 
15.6 

3.2 
66.2 

6.5 
3.8 

31.8 
7.6 

34.1 
29.4 

7.4 
9.9 

80.3 
6.0 

16.3 

1.2 
11.0 

3.1 
9.1 

12.1 
1.3 

16.9 
3.8 

28.5 
15.8 
21.0 
4.4 

85.9 
1.0 
3.5 

0.7 
0.5 

1.2 
2.3 

49.2 
0.1 

12.0 
1.1 

87.9 
1.3 
3.8 
0.3 

TABLE 123. RADIOS IN HOMES. 

Number of Percenmge 
radios of homes ( 

United Smtes .......... . 
Iowa ................. . 
Illinois ................ . 
Minnesota ............. . 
North Dakom ......... . 
South Dakota ........ ' .. 

~1~~~~':': : : : : :: : : : :: : 

12,048.762 
308,448 

1.072,995 
286.886 
59,246 
71,245 

164,159 
563,265 
351,298 

40.3 
48.5 
55.6 
47.3 
40.9 
44.2 
47.9 
51.0 
37.4 

No division made for rural and Don-rural. 
Source: U. S. Censu., 1980. 

TABLE 124. MEDIAN VALUE OF 
l!'ARM HOMES·. 

State 

Adair .......... . 
Adams ........ " 
Allamakee ...... . 
Appanoose ...... . 
Audubon ....... , 
Benton ...•...... 
Black Hawk ..... 
Boone .•......... 
Bremer ......... . 
Buchanan ...... . 

Buena Vista .... . 
Butler ... . 
Calhoun ... . 
Carroll .... . 
Cass ...... . 
Cedar .......... . 
Cerro Gordo .... . 
Cherokee ....... . 
Chickasaw ...... . 
Clarke ......... . 

Clay ........... . 
Clayton ........ . 
Clinton ......... . 
Crawford ....... . 
Dallas .......... . 
Davis .......... . 
Decatur ........ . 
Delaware ....... . 
Des Moines ..... . 
Dickinson ...•... 

Dubuque ....... . 
Emmet ......•... 
Fayette ........ . 
Floyd .......... . 
Franklin ....... . 
Fremont ....... . 
Greene ......... . 
Grundy ........ . 
Guthrie ....•.... 
Hamilton ....... . 

Hancock ....... . 
Hardin ......... . 
Harrison ....... . 
Henry ......... . 
Howard .....•... 
Humboldt ...... . 
Ida ............ . 

·Iowa ........... . 
Jackson ........ . 
Jasper .......... . 

Jefferson ....... . 
Johnson .••...... 
Jones ..••....... 
Keokuk ..•...... 
Kossuth .•.•.•... 
Lee ......•...... 
Linn ....•....... 
Louisa ...•...... 
Lucas .......... . 
Lyon ........... . 

Madison ....... . 
Mahaska ......•. 
Marion ......... . 
Marshall. ...... . 

Total 
$2.135 

1,939 
1,852 
2,356 
1,138 
2.141 
2,434 
2,387 
2,197 
2,639 
1,830 

2,493 
1,764 
2,190 
2,564 
2,172 
2,748 
2,320 
1,991 
2,084 
1,427 

2,163 
2,744 
2,789 
2,409 
2,076 
1,455 
1,379 
2,429 
2.247 
1.660 

2,716 
1,877 
2,129 
2.141 
2,285 
1,953 
2,025 
2,364 
1,706 
2,521 

2.068 
2,469 
1,876 
2,415 
1,992 
2,468 
2,538 
2.468 
2,195 
2,170 

2,009 
2,541 
2,424 
1,981 
2,295 
2,183 
2,330 
2,014 
1,453 
2,059 

1.515 
1,984 
1.657 
2,551 

Owners 
$2,459 

2,247 
~,153 
2,471 
1,193 
2,505 
2,800 
2,751 
2.567 
2,879 
2,088 

2,985 
2.149 
2.709 
2,941 
2,558 
3,057 
2,749 
2,534 
2,338 
1,565 

2,736 
2.849 
3,060 
2,793 
2,490 
1.577 
1,491 
2,731 
2,545 
2,170 

2,836 
2,428 
2,392 
2,472 
2,837 
2,411 
2,535 
2,845 
1,936 
2,920 

2,467 
2,893 
2,136 

}.m 
2,950 
3,331 
2;836 
2,316 
2,512 

2,257 
2,789 
2,625 
2,189 
2,866 
2,349 
2.556 
2,530 
1,559 
2,612 

1,784 
2,264 
1.827 
2,846 

I Tenants 
$1,829 

--------
1.682 
1.568 
2.103 
1.030 
1,810 
2,144 
2.065 
1.824 
2,328 
1.640 

2,190 
1.486 
1,878 
2,203 
1,757 
2,462 
1.997 
1,739 
1,836 
1,298 

1,837 
2,537 
2,522 
1.998 
1.704 
1,254 
1.241 
2,145 
1,785 
1,459 

2,418 
1.610 
1,816 
1,845 
1,857 
1,529 
1,728 
1,993 
1,482 
2,235 

1.837 
2.162 
1.650 
2,158 
1,666 
2,042 
2,169 
2,002 
1,958 
1,728 

1,609 
2,160 
2,190 
1,738 
1.913 
1,813 
1,991 
1,633 
1,307 
1,831 

1,312 
1,693 
1,467 
2,276 



TABLE 124 (Oont'd) 

Total Own.", Tenants 
State 12,135 12,459 11,829 --------
Mills ............ 2,1\8 2,503 1,757 
Mil£heU .••...... 2,277 2,543 1,952 
Monona .•.. " .. 1,761 2,068 1,503 
Monroe ......... 1,221 1,290 1,054 
Montgomery ..... 2,590 2,929 2,219 
Muscatine •...... 2,655 2,872 2,415 

O'Brien .... ..... 2,571 3, U5 2,321 
Osceola ... .. ' 1,908 2,340 1,772 

~:eAi~·.::: .. 2,330 2,741 1,883 
1,893 2,388 1,667 

Plymouth. 2,279 2,774 1,950 
Pocahontas .... 2,349 2,800 2,057 
Polk ............ 2,074 2,369 1,735 
Pottawattamie ... 2,212 2,623 1,850 
Poweshiek ... 2,031 2,370 1,795 
Ringgold ........ 1,582 1,861 1,333 

Sac .....•.. ..... 2,352 2,825 1,981 
Scott ........... 3,208 3,610 2,823 
Shelby ...... .... 2,434 3,093 1,893 
SiotiX ........... 2,160 2,756 1,815 
Story ........... 1,994 2,593 1,669 
Tama .•......... 2,248 2,526 1,909 
Taylor .......••. 1,838 2,129 1,566 
Union ........... 1,912 2,273 1,474 
Van Buren .....•. 1,510 1,661 1,332 
Wapello ......••• 1,860 1,984 1,596 

Warren ........ , 1,546 1,769 1,322 
Washington ..•.•. 2,550 2,872 2,176 
Wayne .......... 1,473 1,742 1,258 
Webster ......•.. 2,252 2,675 1,924 
Winnebago ...... 2,099 2,430 1,839 
Winneshiek .•.•.. 2,'605 2,685 2,452 
Woodbury ....... 1,938 2,447 1,655 
Worth ........ " 2,170 2,450 1,870 
Wright .......... 1,959 2,574 1,604 

* Kedian value is the mid-point of values 
in a aeriel arran,ed from lowest to highellR. 

Source: Spectal Report, U. S. OeDsus, 
1980. 

Fig, 177, Town homes in Iowa have 
the edge on farm homes in certain con
veniences, Notice particularly that a 
much larger proportion of town homes 
have electric lighting than do farm 
homes. 
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TABLE 125. FARM OONVENIENOES. 

United States .................... . 
Iowa .....•....................... 
Illinois .......................... . 

~l:;~.~:::::::::::::::::::::: : 
Nebraska ....................... .. 
North Dakota ................... . 
South Dakota ......... . 

Autos 

4,134,675 
240,512 
192,873 
185,717 
176,764 
176,466 
141,144 

78,798 
81,923 

Telephones 

2,391,194 
180,876 
147,672 
114,693 
107,486 
137,712 
93,888 
31,878 
44,608 

Water piped 
into Homes 

994,202. 
51,635 
42,391 
23,124 
28,454 
21,308 
39,357 

5,844 
12,089 

Figures indicate conveniences on farms reporting. 

Source: U. S. Census, 1930. 
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841,310 
46,042 
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23,342 
46,565 
20,223 
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6,192 
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CHAPTER VIII. IOWA POPULATION 

l OW A' S population history 
dates back to the eighteenth 
century. It was in 1795 that 

the Spanish government granted to 
Basil Giard the land that is known 
as Clayton Coun~y. In territorial 
days this grant was known as the 
Giard Tract. 

At about the same time another 
settlement was taking place within 
the boundaries of the state. In the 
area between the converging Des 
Moines and Mississippi rivers, 
many traders and trappers were find
ing an advantageous place to carry 
on their business. They made friends 
with the Indians, many of the whites 
married Indian women and upon 
the basis of these friendly relations, 
the Indians granted to one Louis 
Honore Hudson the land extending 

south of a line drawn west from 
Fort Madison and bounded by the 
Des Moines and Mississippi rivers. 

The two grants, both bordering 
on the river, became important en
tries into the state. The southern 
tract, because of its accessibility, 
seemed to be more attractive and its 
agricultural prospects gave it an 
early lead in the settlement of Iowa. 

The start of the new century 
found Iowa's territory in the hands 
of the United States because of the 
Louisiana Purchase in 1803. One 
of the first problems of the govern
ment Was to untangle some of the 
strained relationships between the 
whites and the Indians that were a 
result of the land grants made by 
Spain. The original policy was to 
prohibit migration into the new ter-

DISTRIBUTION or IOWA'S POPULATION 

ritory. With that in mind, troops 
were stationed along the river to 
drive out squatters and turn back 
new arrivals. 

In 1832 the Blackhawk Purchase 
opened the territory for settlers and 
there was a rush of new arrivals in 
the district. Settlers interested in 
agriculture replaced the more tran
sient traders and trappers, and in 
the next few years there was a tre
mendous increase in the population 
of the state. Indicative of the rap
idity of the settlement is the fact 
that within scarcely more than a 
decade some 10,000 square miles 
were reduced to settlements and 
made to furnish a living for ap
proximately 40,000 people. 

In the 10 years between 1840 and 
1850 the population grew rapidly, 

Fig. 178. The above map shows approximately how around the cities would be much closer than indicated here, 
Iowa's population is distributed through the state. The dots if the map were strictly accurate. Data in table 126. 



and by the outbreak of the Civil 
War there were 674,913 people in 
the state. At that time there were 
31 counties along the eastern and 
southeastern borders of the state 
that were in a condition of complete 
agricultural settlement. 

There was a gain of over half a 
million people in the decade during 
which the Civil War was fought. 
This period marks the most rapid 
gain in the population of the state. 
The newly passed Homestead Act 
was responsible for this increase, 
and most of it took place in the' latter 
part of the period. In the meantime 
the frontier was rapidly disappear
ing to the west. By 1880 nearly 
another half million people had been 
added to the inhabitants of the state. 

By 1890 the population was near
ing the 2 million mark, and prac
tically all of the state was settled. 
Settlers were, in fact, forced to seek 
free lands outside the boundaries of 
Iowa. 

In the first 10 years of the new 
century, the population figures 
showed the first decline in the his
tory of the state when there was a 
net loss of 7,802 people. The num
ber of people increased during the 
next two decades, and both the 1920 
census and the 1930 census showed 
increases in population. In 1930 
Iowa had a population of 2,470,939 
or 44.5 inhabitants per square mile. 

Figure 179 shows the growth of 
Iowa population since 1838. Na
tural increases were responsible for 
some of the growth, but Iowa, like 
most other states that lay in the path 
of the movement to the west, found 
its population greatly increased by 
the influx of settlers. The rural 
population increased most rapidly as 
was to be expected from the nature 
of the country. Later there was an 
increased b·end toward settling in 
groups and the urban population 
started to increase. 

The settlement of Iowa spread 
out, fanlike, from the southeastern 
part of the state. The counties along 
the Mississippi were the first to be 
settled. These were the most easily 
accessible and also were in the line 
of travel of settlers from Illinois and 
other states farther east. Gradually, 
the population began to spread out 
to all corners of the state. Even as 
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Fig. 179. The lines in this chart show the trends of total, rural and 
urban population in Iowa. Note that urban popUlation has passed rural 
population in recent years. Data in table 127. 

early as 1860 nearly half the state 
had a normal agricultural popula
tion-IS or more persons per square 
mile. In 1880 only a few counties in 
the northwest corner had less than 
a normal rural inhabitation, and by 
1890 the whole state had a density 
of 15 or more people per square mile. 

Figure 180 shows the progress 
of the settlement of the state. In 
1840, it will be seen that most of 
the state was unsettled and only SO 
years later, less than a 'normal life
time, the state was able to boast a 
settlement of nearly 2 million people. 

Since the settlement of Iowa there 
has been a change in source of the 
migrants into the state. In the early 
days of the state, many of the mi
grants who were responsible for the 
rapid increase in population came 
from the eastern states of Ohio, In
diana, Kentucky, Pennsylvania, Vir
ginia and New York. Ohio was the 
heaviest contributor to this state's 
population. As the state became 
more settled migrants began to come 
from other places, and bordering 
states began to supply settlers. 

Figure 181, in a series of maps, 
shows this change in the source of 
migrants. Now Nebraska, Missouri, 
Minnesota and Wisconsin are losing 
people who are coming to Iowa to 
live. All of the western states have 
lost some residents to Iowa, while 
formerly very few came east. 

This change follows the westward 
movement of the center of popula-

tion in the same period. Develop
ment of western lands brought those 
seeking new fields out of the east 
and some of them remained in Iowa. 
Figure 183 shows the trend in mi
gration since the early days of the 
state. While there are still many 
who were born in other states liv
ing in Iowa, the increase of incom
ing residents has ceased. Since 1880 
migration has been reversed and 
more people have been going out of 
the state than have been coming in. 
This number reached its peak in 
1900 and decreased some by 1910. 
Indications point toward a more 
stabilized situation in the future 
with fewer people leaving the state. 

Reduction of the number of 
people leaving the state is one of 
the~problems that must be solved by 
those who are planning for the fu
ture of Iowa. In the early days of 
the state this movement to other 
states was a matter of settling the 
country. As some of the settlers 
moved out to seek their fortunes far
ther west, others were coming in 
from the eastern states to settle in 
Iowa. More people were staying in 
the state than were going out and 
the population grew rapidly. 

Now the situation is changed: The 
population is increasing slowly due 
to an excess of births over deaths, 
but more people are going out of the 
state than are coming in. Most of 
the people leaving are of the younger 
groups between the ages 20 and 30. 
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Figure 182 shows the movement 
of the native white migrants born in 
Iowa who are residing in other 
states. The numbers have been in
creasing yearly since 1870. At that 
time a few went to the bordering 
states. In the years since the num
bers going to more distant states 
have increased while the bordering 
states have also cl~imed many for
mer Iowa residents. By 1930 Cali
fornia had called more Iowans to its 

. borders than any of the states ad
joining Iowa, and Colorado, Wash
ington, Oregon and' other western 
states had large numbers of Iowa
born people. 

Urban-Rural Distribution 
Since the agricultural possibilities 

are what brought the thousands of 
settlers flocking to Iowa, it is to be 
expected that in the early days at 
least Iowa residents would be pre
dominately rural. That was the sit
uation when the state was being set
tled. The pioneers were chiefly con
cerned with turning the 55,000 
square miles of the state into as 
many fertile farms as possible. They 
made their own living with very 
little in the way of outside pur
chases, and they stayed with the soil, 
since there were not then many com
mercial opportunities. 

The trend toward a larger urban 
. population began about 1870. Sev
eral factors have been at work to 
bring this about. Industrial projects 
have sprung up offering work to 
those on the farms. Then there has 
been the advent of labor-saving ma
chinery on the farm that enabled the 
farmer to get along with less help. 
Many hired men, sons and daughters 
·were not needed on the farm any 
more so they went to the city to seek 
employment. Farmers retire sooner 
than they used to and usually move 
to town where they are numbered 
among the urban popUlation. All of 
these' factors have tended to concen
trate the population in the cities. 

Figure 185 shows the urban-rural 
distribution of the state's popUlation 
since 1900. In that year over half 
of the population was classed as 
rural, but each year since then the 
rural population has been decreas
ing. In 1930, the census figures 
show that nearly 60 percent of the 

County 

Adair ............ 
Adams ........... 
Allamakee ........ 
Appanoose ........ 
Audubon ......... 
Benton .•...•.•... 
BlackHawk ...... 
Boone ............ 
Bremer ........... 
Buchanan .•...... 

Buena Vista ...•... 
Butler ............ 
Calhoun •....••... 
Carroll. .......... 
Cass ............. 
Cedar ............ 
Cerro Gordo ...... 
Cherokee ......... 
Chickasaw ........ 
Clarke ........... 

Clay ............. 
Clayton .......... 
Clinton ........... 
Crawford ......... 
Dalla ............. 
Davis ............ 
Decatur ..•....... 
Delaware ......... 
Des Moines ....... 
Dickinson ........ 

Dubuque ......... 
Emmet ........... 
Fayette .... " .... 
Floyd ............ 
Franklin ....... , .. 
Fremont .......... 
Greene .•......... 
Grundy .......... 
Guthrie .......... 
Hamilton ......... 

Hancock .......... 
ardin ...•....... 

Harrison .......... 
enry ...........• 
award ...•...... 

H 

H 
H 
Humboldt ........ 
Ida .............. 
Iowa ..•.•••..••• : 
Jackson •.......•. 

asper ....••...... 

~fferson .......... 
ohnson ••..•..... 
ones .....•....•. 
eokuk .......... 

Kossuth .......... 
Lee .............. 
Linn ..•••••....•. 
Louisa ........... 
Lucas •••..•...... 
Lyon ............. 

MadisQn .......... 
Mahaska ......... 
Marion ...••.••... 
Marshall ......... 
Milia ............. 
Mitchell .••.•...•. 
Monona .......... 
Monroe .....•.... 
Montgomery .•.... 
Muscatine ..••.... 

O'Brien ...••..... 
Osceola ........... 

~:fo'Ali~:::::::: : 
Plymouth ......... 
Pocahontas •..•... 
Polk ............. 
Pottawattamie .... 
Poweshiek ..•••... 
Ringgold ••......• 

Sac ..•••••••••••. 
Scott ............. 
Shelby ........... 
Sioux .••..•••••.. 
Story ............ 
Tama .•••.••..... 
Taylor ........... 
Union ..•...•..... 

TABLE 126. IOWA POPULATION-1930. 

Total Male Female Urban Rurall 

13,891 7,133 6,758 ...... 13,891 
10,437 5,373 5,064 

':i;5:i6 
10,437 

16,328 8,534 7,794 13,802 
24,835 12,689 12,146 8,147 16,688 
12,264 6,368 5,896 

'6;isii 
12,264 

22,851 11,82e 11,031 16,240 
69,146 34,403 34,743 53,553 15,593 
29,271 14,965' 14,306 11,886 17,385 
17,046 8,629 8,417 3,652 13,394 
19,550 9,974 9,576 3,691 15,859 

18,667 9,544 9,123 4,157 14,510 
17,617 8,983 8,634 ...... 17,617 
17,60S. 8,967 8,638 

',j;69i 
17,605 

22,326 11,250 11,076 17,635 
19,422 9,818 9,604 5,585 13,837 
16,760 8,670 8,090 

i6;370 
16,760 

38,476 19,511 18,965 12,106 
18,737 9,746· 8,991 6,443 12,294 
14,637 7,512 7,125 

• i;S7i 
14,637 

10,384 5,334 5,050 7,513 

16,107 8,258 7,849 5.QII) 11,088 
24,559 12,852 11,707 

25 :726 
24,559 

44,377 22,455 21,922 18,651 
21,028 10,985 10,043 3,905 17,123 
25,493 13,070 12,423 5,881 19,612 
11,150 5,695 5,455 ...... 11,150 
14,903 7,645 7,258 

• j;,jij 
14,903 

18,122 9,250 8,872 14,709 
38,162 ·18,722 19,440 26,755 11,407 
10,982 5,675 5,307 ...... 10,982 

61,214 29,995 31,219 41,679 19,535 
12 ,856 6,596 6,260 4,940 7,916 
29,145 14,731 14,414 7,794 21,351 
19,524 10,037 9,487 8,039 11,485 
16,382 8,544 7,838 3,473 12,909 
15,533 7,984 7,549 

'3;43i 
15,533 

16,528 8,576 7,952 14,133 
14,133 7,312 6,821 ...... 14,133 
17,324 8,809 8,515 

'7;024 
17,324 

20,978 10,874 10,104 13,954 

14,802 7,783 7,019 
'Uii 

14,802 
22,947 11,972 10,975 15,635 
24,897 12 ,935 11,962 4,230 20,667 
17,660 8,932 8,728 3,743 13,917 
13,082 6,768 6,314 3,069 10,013 
13,202 6,901 6,301 ...... 13,202 
11,933 6,233 5,700 . ..... 11,933 
17,332 8,872 8,460 

'3;595 
17 ,3J2 

18,481 9,477 9,004 14,886 
32,936 16,915 16,021 11,560 21,376 

16,241 8,174 8,067 6,619 9,622 
30,276 15,022 15,254 15,340 14,936 
19,206 10,499 8,707 3,579 15,627 
19,148 9,778 9,370 

'j;985 
19,148 

25,452 13,219 12 ,233 21,467 
41,268 21,051 20,217 28,885 12,383 
82,3.16 40,586 41,750 60,445 21,891 
11,575 5,986 5,589 

• 5;365 
11,575 

15,114 7,690 7,424 9,749 
15,293 7,963 7,330 ...... 15,293 

14,331 7,373 6,958 2,921 11,410 
25,804 12,875 12,929 10,123 15,681 
25,727 13,459 12 ,268 8,023 17,704 
33,727 16,965 16,762 17,373 16,354 
15,866 8,214 7,652. 4,269 11,597 
14,065 7,251 6,814 2,964 11,101 
18,213 9,522 8,691 2,538 15,675 
15,010 7,738 7,272 4,425 10,585 
16,752 8,524 8,228 5,778 10.974 
29,385 14,851 14,534 16,778 12,607 

18,409 9,386 9,023 3,320 15,089 
10,182 5,310 4,872 

ii;464 
10,182 

25,904 13,102 12,802 14,440 
15,398 8,011 7,387 2,865 12,533 
24,159 12 ,673 11,486 4,788 19,371 
15,687 8,034 7,653 

146;S39 
15,687 

172,837 84,385 88,452 25,998 
69,888 35,492 34,396 42,048 27,840 
18,727 9,438 9,289 4,949 13,778 
11,966 6,094 5,872 ...... 11,966 

17,641 9,039 8,602 2,854 14,787 
77,332 39,002 38,330 63,519 13,813 
17,131 8,867 8,264 3,145 13,986 
26,806 13,687 13,119 ij:jcj.j 26,806 
31,141 15,547 15,594 17,747 
21,987 .11,356 10,631 2,626 19,361 
14,859 7,434 7,425 

's;6i5 
14,859 

17,435 8,753 8,682 8,820 

Rural Rural 
Farm Non-Farm 

----
9,044 4,847 
7,165 3,272 
9,657 4,145 
8,874 7,814 
8,043 4,221 

11,737 4,503 
11,047 4,546 
10,764 6,621 
9,14-' 4,251 

10,086 5,773 

9,388 5,121 
10,188 7,429 
9,6Q3 7,912 

11,061 6,574 
9,371 4,466 
9,727 7,033 
9,141 2,965 
8,989 3,305 
9,002 5,635 
6,274 1,239 

8,472 2,616 
13,600 10,959 
11,823 6,828 
12,027 .>,096 
10,625 8,987 
7,799 3,351 
8,581 6,322 

10,703 4,006 
7,460 3,947 
5,673 5,309 

11,742 7,793 
5,962 1,954 

13,046 8,305 
7,893 3,592 
9,791 3,118 
9,008 6,525 
9,333 3,764 
8,665 5,468 

10,131 7,193 
10,310 3,644 

9,501 5,301 
10,023 5,61l 
13,349 7,318 
7,Q68 5,949 
7,655 2,358 
7,201 6,001 
7,009 4,924 

10,713 6,619 
9,596 5,290 

13,468 7,908 

7,474 2,148 
10,968 3,968 
9,691 5,936 

10,898 8,250 
15,800 5,667 
8,983 3,400 

14,024 7,867 
6,165 5,410 
6,925 2,824 
9,376 5,917 

8,952 2,4.>8 
11,619 4,062 
10,650 7,054 
10,694 5,660 
7,5QO 4,007 
7,985 3,116 

11,041 4,634 
7,474 3,111 
7,090 3,884 
7,783 4,824 

9,156 5,933 
6,436 3,746 
9,510 4,930 
8,924 3,609 

13 ,857 5,514 
9,696 5,991 

12,437 13,561 
18,790 9,050 
9,660 4,118 
7,848 4,118 

9,038 5,749 
9,431 4,382 

10,691 3,2Q5 
15,451 11,355 
10,694 7,053 
11,715 7,646 
8,857 6,002 
6,263 2,557 
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TABLE 126. lOW A POPULATION-193O:-Continued. either marry or obtain jobs in busi
ness or professional lines. 

Count)' Total I Male FemaJe I Urban I ~ural I Rural 
farm 

I Rural 
Non-Farm Although there is considerable 

talk about the increasing number of 
divorces, the number of Iowa, people 
involved in divorces is not alarming. 
In 1920 only eight-tenths of one 
percent of the married people were 
reported as divorced. More divorces 
were obtained in urban communities 
than in rural. There were more 
widowed females in urban com
munities than in rural areas. Since 
city women ate more likely to enter 
commercial careers, it follows that 
the percentage of widows is higher 
in· cities than in the rural communi
ties. They are less likely to marry 
than farm women who find it im
possible to carry on alone with the 
business of farming. 

Vo Burea .••••.•. 12.603 6.331 6,272 12,603 
28;075 7,265 5,338 

W_UO .......... 40,480 20,287 20,193 12,405 7,986 4,419 

Warren ....•.••... 17 ,700 8,948 8,752 3,488 14,212 10,610 3,602 
Waahinglon ....... 19,822 10,175 9,647 4,814 15,008 9,899 5,109 

13,781 6,930 6,857 ...... 13,787 ::r:~~::::: ::::: 40,425 20,569 19,856 21,895 
7,356 6,431 

18,530 11,749 6,781 
13,143 6,851 6,292 ...... 13,143 WinnebaJl'o ....... 

W inoeshiek ....... 21,630 II; 134 10,496 4,581 17 ,O~9 
8,145 4,998 

13,334 3,715 
Woodbury ........ 101,669 51,246 50,423 79,183 22,486 14,701 . 7,785 
Worth ..•.•....... 11,164 5,832 5,332 

'6;649 11,164 7,068 4,096 
Wright .......•... 20,216 10,372 9,844 13,567 9,389 4,178 

---
Total. .....•. 2,470,939 1,255,101 1,215,838 1979 ,292 1 1,491,647 964,659 526,988 

1. Towns are e18uified as urban jf they have more than 2,500 inhabitants. 
Source: U. 8. Censua, 1980. 

population were classed as urban 
or living in incorporated places. 
Approximately 40 percent lived in 
cities of 2,500 or over. 

Table 128 shows the number of 
cities according to their size. This 
table also shows the gain in. urban 
population. Since 1890 there has 
been an increase of approximately 
a half million people in the cities. 
There are nearly 200,000 more 
people in villages, and the farm in
habitants have decreased by nearly 
the same amount. 

Constituency of Iowa Population 

Native born Americans have pre
dominated in the flow of immigra
tion to Iowa. The people who came 
into the state were from the eastern 
states of Indiana, Ohio, New York, 
Pennsylvania, the Virginias, the 
Carolinas and the New England 
states, They were English-speak
ing, native born residents of the 
same stock as the people who had 
settled the country along the Atlan
tic seaboard. 

In 1856 only about 18 percent of 
Iowa's population had been born in 
the state. Over 65 percent had been 
born in other states and some 16 per
cent had been born abroad. By 1900, 
however, the set-up had changed, 
and nearly 60 percent of the resi
dents had been bor'n in the state, 27 
percent in other states, and 13 per
cent foreign born. In 1930, 73 per~ 
cent were born in the state, 20 per
cent in other states, and 7 percent 
foreign, It was not until 1890 that 
native-born Iowans comprised 50 
percent of the population, 

From fig. 189 it can be seen that 
German-born foreigners exceed by 
far those of any other country. In 
1895 Ireland was in second place 
but by 1925 had dropped down to 
tenth place while Sweden was 
second to Germany. 

Marriage and Divorce. 

There has been much publicity 
given to the belief that during the 
last 20 years the trend has been 
toward postponing marriage until 
later in life and that fewer people 
are marrying. There has been a 
slight increase, however, in the num
ber of married persons between the . 
ages of 15 and 34 in Iowa. . 

Iowans then are not putting off 
marriage nor are fewer of them 
marrying. From the available fig
ures, it appears that the rural com
munities have more single men than 
the urban districts. There are more 
single women in the urban com
munities, probably because many of 
the younger women leave the rural 
districts to go to the city·where they 

Birth and Death Rates-Future 
Population 

. The rate of growth of Iowa's 
population has been steadily declin
ing since 1840. During the second 
decade of the present century, the 
increase was 8.1 percent and only 
lO years later it had dropped to 2.8. 

According to recent estimates, 
Iowa's population has n ear I y 
reached the maximum that is pre
dicted for the state. The total pop
ulation of the state may never reach 
3 million and the year 2,000 may 
find the total smaller than the pres
ent figure of 2,471,000. 

Present indications' are that the 
popUlation may reach its maximum 
figure some time between 1960 and 
1980, probably about 1970. An 
estimate by P. K. Whelpton places 
the probable population in that year 

TABLE 127. IOWA POPULATION (lS8S·1980). 

Year 

1930 ............•........ , 
1920 .•.................... 
1910 ..................... . 
1900 ..................... . 
1890 ..................... . 
1880 ..................... . 
1870 ..................... . 
1860 ..................... . 
1850 .•.................... 
1840 .•.................... 
1838 ..................... . 

Total 
Population 

2,470,939 
2,404,021 
2,224,771 
2,231,853 
1,911,896 
1,624,615 
1,194,020 

674,913 
192,214 
43,112 
22,859 

Rural (1) 

Population 

1,026,725 
1,053,060 
1,117,642 
1,261,230 
1,209,634 
1,094,615(') 

914,020(') 

1. Farm popUlation Bnd nnincoTPorated hamle1>B. 
2. Cities, town. Bnd incorporated villages. 

Percent 

41.6 
43.8 
50.2 
56.S 
63.3 
67.4 
76.6 

Urban (2) 

Population I~t-
1,444,214 58.4 
1,350,961 56.2 
1,107,229 49.8 

970,623 43.S 
702,262 36.7 
530,000(1l 32 . 6 
280,000(' 23.4 

8. Approximately correct from 1915 Oensus of Iowa. 
Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta., Bul. No. 275, W. L. Harter and R. E. Stewart. 
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at 2,662,000 people, only 200,000 
larger than the present population. 

The percentage increase in the 
population has dropped to almost 
nothing, and present conditions 
leave no room for an increase. 
Iowa's population will probably de
crease for some time after the max
imum point is reach~d. 

Three important variables affect 
the future of the state's population. 
These are: The birth rate, the death 
rate and migration. 

Since birth records have been 
kept, the state's birth rate has been 
on a constant decline. In 1840,474 
children per 1,000 women, 15 to 44 
years of age, were born. By 1930 
this number had dwindled to 83. By 
1980 it is estimated that the number 
will drop to 66. It is probable that 
this decline will continue for a gen
eration and after that time will come 
to a constant figure. 

In 1840 there were 1,048 children 
between the ages of 0 to 4, per 1,000 
women between the ages of 15 to 44, 
and by 1930 this number had 
dropped more than 50 percent to 
413. 

The decline has been less in the 
rural than in the urban districts. 
There are several reasons for the 
decline. Voluntary action probably 
explains most of them. Children 
are less of an economic burden on 
the farm. Some city women seek 
commercial careers to fill in their 
time, since their household duties 
are less exacting than on the farm. 
The social life of the farm is more 
often built around the family than 
in the city. For these reasons there 
is perhaps a greater tendency for the 
city families to restrict the number 
of children. . 

For the most part, however, there 
has been a decrease in the number 
of families rather than an increase 
in the number of childless families. 
The prediction that the decline in 
birth rates in the future will not be 
as rapid as in the past is based upon 
the presumption that all of the fac
tors have been brought to bear upon 
the rate, and any future action will 
have less force and will not be as 
severe. The estimated birth rate 
for 1980 is 20 percent less than in 
1930. 

Fig. 180. The series of maps shown here picture the progress of set
tlement of the state by 10-year periods from 1840 to 1890. 

Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta., But. No. 275, W. L. Harter and R. E. 
Stewart. 

Natural Increase and Emigration 
One of the reasons why Iowa's 

population has not increased more 
rapidly is because the movement of 
the people out of the state has ob
scured a part of the natural increase. 
The original population of the state, 
of course, came from other states. 
Illinois, Ohio, Indiana, New York 

and other eastern states helped stock 
the state in its early days. But since 
then, Iowa's residents have started 
moving to other states. Even by 
1870 there were large numbers of 
Iowa-born residents in the adjoin
ing states. 

Net migration from 1840 to 1850 
was 135,000 people and the natural 



!ncrease was 14,000, giving a total 
Increase of 149,000. In the 10 years 
from 1900 to 1910, .however, the mi
gration was a minus 343,000, the na
tural increase was 336,000, leaving 
a . loss of 7,000 people to the state. 
~Ince 1910 the state's population has 
!ncreased each decade. By 1980 it 
IS expected that the death rate will 
ha ve exceeded the birth rate and 
~hat the state will lose 11,000 people 
In the decade 1970-1980. 

If the national government con-
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tinues its policy of restricted immi
gration, Iowa with no undeveloped 
rel?ources to be tapped, no water 
,power to be utilized, and no prospect 
of expanded industrial activity has 
little chance of attracting people 
within its borders. In fact during 
the next 50 years, Iowa can expect 
to lose half of. her natural increase 
through people moving to other 
states. 

Until 1923 the number of deaths 
'in the state was not recorded but 
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data from comparable areas indi
cate that death rates have been and 
still are decreasing. For all age 
groups the death rate for rural in
habitants is lower than that of urban 
inhabitants. 

Expectation of Life 
Increases in the expectation of 

life result in part from decreasing 
death rates of infants under 1 year 
of age. Further increase in expec
tation of life may be attributed to 
increased control of disease, im
proved health conditions in cities 
and to the increase in the percentage 
of the population that is native born. 
During the next 50 years it is prob
able that the death rate will be low
ered 50 percent for children under 
5 years of age. For those between 
the ages of 25 and 45, it will be low
ered from 20 to 40 percent and for 
those between 45 and 75 it may be 
reduced less than 10 percent. 

Table 132 shows the expectation 
of life at selected ages. In 1910 the 
average number of years of life 
which a young man 20 years of age 
might expect was 47.7 and by 1930 
it had increased to 49.6. By 1980 
the estimate is 51.9 for a 20-year
old person. 

The records show that birth rates 
have been falling faster than death 
rates. Estimates show that if these 
rates continued to fall during 1934 
and 1935 at the same rates as they 
did during 1930-33 the popUlation 
of Iowa had a true rate of natural 
decrease by 1935 and will not repro
duce itself on a permanent basis in 
the future. Some growth would 
occur for a few years, but once the 
population b e com e s stabilized, 
growth would end and a small de
cline in numbers commence. 

Future Population 
Estimates on Iowa's future pop

ulation indicate that there will be 
considerably more people in the ad
vanced ages than at present. The 
number of children between the ages 
of 0 to 4 in 1930 was 220,000. The 
prediction for 1980 is 165,000. The 
numbers of people between the ages 
of 44-49 will increase and the num
ber of people over 75 will double, 
from 57,000 in 1930 to 131,000 in 
1980. .. 

With these predictions i,; min~. 
the passing of one generation WIll 
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MAP I MAP .3 

MAP.2 MAP4 

Fig. 181. The four maps shown above represent the move
ment of people from other states into Iowa from 1870 to 1930. 
Note the heavy movement from the eastern states in early 
days as compared with the light movement from that section 
now. 

Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta., Bul. No. 275, W. L. Harter 
and R. E. Stewart, and 1930 U. S. Census. 

TABLE 128. POPULATION OF OITIES, VILLAGES, FARMS AND UNINOORPORATED HAMLETS. 1930, 1920, 1910, 1900 and '1890. 

1930 1920 1910 

No. Population % No. Population % No. Population 

State total ... " ... " 2.470.939 100 2,404,021 100 2,224,771 

Cities' total .... " " . 81 979,292 39.6 81 875,495 36.4 69 680,054 

100,000 and over I 142,559 5.8 1 126,468 5.3 "'& ". 330;ci9i 25.00().I00,ooo 9 406.505 16.4 6 285.053 11.9 
10,00(). 25,000 II 167,405 6.8 II 192,629 8.0 9 137,107 
5,OO!)' 10,000 14 94,173 3.8 18 114,802 4.8 9 59,402 
2,50(). 5,000 46 168.650 6.8 45 156,543 6.5 43 153.454 

Villasea' total. •..... 836 464,922 18.8 828 475,466 19.8 715 427,175 

1.00!). 2,500 123 186,409 7.5 129 192,550 8.0 114 172.417 
SO(). 1,000 213 147,718 6.0 219 154,369 6.4 209 143.854 

Under 500 500 130,795 5.3 480 128,547 5.3 392 110,904 

Farm and Unincor-
porated HamJ.ta 1,026,725 41.6 1,053,060 43.8 1,117.642 

1. Urban population derived from Federal CeDlUO reporta. 
2. Village population derived from Iowa .enlul report on urban population. 
Source: Iowa J.p. Ezp. Ste., Bu!. No. 875, W. L. Harter and R. E. Stewart. 

1900 1890 

% No. Population % No. Population % 

100 2,231,853 100 1,911,896 100 

30.6 70 572,386 25.6 46 405,764 21.2 

i.:& .,,;; '''iis;2S9 '9:& '''4 ... j4s;soi '7:;; 
6.2 8 129,096 5.8 7 115,234 6.0 
2.7 10 70,618 3.2 8 56.582 3.0 
6.9 46 154,413 6.9 27 88,866 4.6 

19.2 601 398,237 17.8 416 296.498. 15.5· 

7.7 116 173,057 7.8 .... .......... . ... 
6.5 196 136,336 6.1 .... .......... .... 
5.0 289 88,844 4.0 .... .......... . ... 

50.2 1,261,230 56.S 1,209,634 63.3 
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MAP I 

MAP2 MAP 4 

Fig. 182. These maps show the exodus of Iowans to other 
states. . California has been the !lew home of many former 
Iowa dwellers in recent years. 

Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta., Bul. No. 275, W. L. Harter 
and R. E. Stewart, and 1930 U. S. Census. 

TABLE 129. FOREIGN BORN POPULATION LIVING IN IOWA FROM 1856 TO 1980 BY 
OOUNTRY OF BIRTH. 

1930 1925 1915 1905 1895 1885 ---------------
Germany •............••.. 53,901 61,518 88,450 110,187 132,347 120,396 
Sweden .....••............ 16,810 18,911 25,683 28,396 31,085 25,396 
Denmark .•...•...•.•••... 14,698 15,455 18,955 17,290 17,043 12,250 

~~~r.:';d",:::::::::::::: 12,932 14,217 20,239 23,953 27,428 24,107 
10,135 12,094 12,638 9,677 9,126 5,461 

Ensland .••••..••.••...... 9,045 10,988 15,741 18,263 23,411 25,974 
Austria .•...........•.•••. 1,596 10,803 7,655 4,040 11,128 i9;ci87 Canada •••.•.•.•.....•.... 6,333 8,411 10,980 14,306 17,882 
Russia ••••••..••••••...•.. 4,482 8,197 9,896 3,825 2,100 

42;52' Ireland ..••...•...•••••••. 5,957 .7,786 14,299 22,578 33;006 
Italy .••.•.•.••.••...••... 3,834 4,513 6,261 1,645 710 '7;993 Scotland ••••..•••.••••.... 2,871 3,450 4,947 5,693 7,037 
Mexico ..••........•••.•.. 176 2,597 616 21 30 L ••.• 
Switzerland .•.•••....••.•. 2,096 2,403 3,160 3,845 2,694 ...... 
Greece ...•••.•..•..•••.... 1,910 1,868 4,678 . i;'ii9 '2;j29 2;486' France ... ................ 1,435 1,564 1,883 
Luxemburg ..•••••.••....• 873 1,187 ...... ...... '''72i ...... 
t~ .. ~:::::::::::::::::: 932 1,\32 ':i;048 ':i;6:ii '3;i36 1,183 958 3,439 
Hungary •••••.•••••••.•..• 295 483 1,300 551 ...... 

ici;'23 Bohemia .•.••.•••........ ...... ...... 9,500 9,098 '3;55:i Unknown •.••••......•••.. ...... ...... 269 2,833 . ..... ------ ------AIl olheJ1l .••.•...•....•••• ...... 5,640 4,971 1,801 5,354 10,871 

Oounbies from .... ch of which I ... than 1,000 had come· are grouped as "All others." 
Source: Iowa Agr, ElqI. Sta., Bui. No. 275, W. L. Harter and R. E. Stewan. 

1856 ---
29,706 

1,116 

. '2;782 
589 

8,941 
1,426 
6,133 

96 
20,896 

7 
2,170 

I 
1,108 

3 
1,807 

. i;5ii 
595 ...... 

'4;565 ---
447 

bring Iowa face to face with the 
problems of a stationary population. 

There are many problems that 
must be faced. There is the chang
ing age distribution that will de
crease by one-third the proportion 
of the population under 20 and 
double the proportion over 65, rhe 
decrease in the number of children 
to be educated may be balanced by 
the need for more adult education. 
Pensions or other means of caring 
for the aged will become increas
ingly important. The total number 
of dependent people, however, both 
young and old is not likely to in-
crease. . 

Stationary population will call for 
a stabilized agriculture, Farmers 
will no longer be able to depend up-
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on a growing population as an out
let for their products. 

These conditions call for careful 
planning on the part of those re
sponsible for Iowa's future. Some 
of the slowing down effects may be 
harmful but if met carefully can be 
taken care of with maximum ad-
vantage to all. \ 
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Fig. 183. This diagram shows the 
trends in the natural increase of Iowa 
population and migration. Since 1880 
we have had a net out-movement of 
population from the state. 

Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta., Bul. 
No. 177, P. K. Whelpton. 

Fig. 184. This chart shows the trend 
of Iowa population with estimates for 
the next 50 years. Data in table 133. 

TABLE 180. IOWA POPULATION FOREIGN BORN, BORN IN OTHER STATES AND BORN IN IOWA, 1856 to 1980. 

1856 % 1875 % 1885 % 1895 % 1900 % 

~ For~ born ..................... 85,449 16.5 202,583 15.0 310,405 17.2 330,548 15.9 305,920 13.8 
Bom 1n other states .•...••........ 337,138 65.1 592,893 '3.9 615,517 35.2 593,451 28.6 600,353 27.0 
Bom in Iowa ••••••••••.••••..•.•• 95,288 18.4 555,077 .1.1 828,058 '7.6 1,134,070 55.5 1,318,377 59,1 

Total ..••••••..••.•...•....•. 517,875 1,350,553 1,753,980 2,058,069 2,231,853 

.'~ ~% 1910 % 1915 % 1920 % 1925 % 1930' % 
Fore~ born ....•...•..•...•.•... 282,296 12.7 273,765 12,4 264,169 11,2 225,994 9.5 194,176 8.0 165,785 6.7 
Born mother Btat ................. 547,M7 24.8 524.774 23.7 542,502 23.0 543,565 22.7 481,547 19.9 "5,617 20.2 
Born in Iowa ..................... 1,380,148 62.5 1,416,584 63.9 1,551,395 65.8 1,624,606 67.8 1,744,204 72.1 1,798,034 73.1 

Total ........................ 2,210,291 2,224,771 2,358,066 2,404,021 2,419,927 2,459,436 

1. New York World·Telegram Almanae. 
Souroe: Iowa Agr-. Ezp. Sta., Bul. No. 175, W. L. Harter and R. E. Stewart. 
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POPULATION OF IOWA 
URBAN, VILLAGE, AND RURAL 

1930 ' 
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Fig. 185. These diagrams show the 
proportion of urban, village and rural 
people in Iowa. Notice the increase in 
the percentage of urban population. 
Data in table 128. 

A-lOO,OOO and ~ver 

B- 25,000 to 100,000 

~ 10,000 to 25,OiO 

D- 5,000 to 10,000 

E- 2,500 to 5,000 

F- 1,000 to 2,500 

G- 500 to 1,000 

H-Under 500 

NATIVITY ELEMENTS IN IOWA POPULATION 

Fig. 186. This graph shows the 
trends of Iowa population by nativity 
elements. There has been a decline of 
"foreign born" and "born in other 
states" in recent years. Data in table 
130. z 
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Fig. 188. The .figures in this map 
show the net percentage change in rural 
population from 1920 to 1930. The 20 
percent decline for Allamakee County 
is misleading, since Waukon graduated 
from the rural to the urban class be
tween 1920 and 1930. 

Source: U. S. Census, 1930. 

Fig. 187. The bars in the counties on 
this map represent proportions of urban 
and rural population. All incorporated 
places are included in "urban." 

Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta., Bul. 
No. 275, W. L. Harter and R. E. 
Stewart. 

CHANGE IN RURAL POPULATION 
PERCENTAGE GHANGES IN RURAL POPULATION FAOM 1820 10 1130 

IOWA STAtE PLANNING BOARD MAP 

......, 
LOH", 

III OTO~ 
• -510·99 
• -1Olt)-t49' 
• -l!51O-f99 
• -20IOIf.n -......., 

TABLE 181. RACE AND NATIVITY ELEMENTS IN IOWA POPULATION. 

Total ••...••••.........•...•.••.••... 
Native white of native parents 

Number ......................... 
Percent ...........••... .......... 

.Native whit. of foreign or mixed parentage 
Number .••.•..••.•..........•..• 
Percent ......................... . 

Foreign bom whit. 
Number ......................... 

Colo!~rcent .......................... 

Number ......................... 
P.rcent .......................... 

1. From 1925 OensUll of Iowa. 
2. From 1915 Oensus of Iowa. 
8. From 1980 U. S. Census. 

193()1 

2,470,939 

1,697,538 
68.7 

585,109 
23.7 

165,735 
6.7 

22,557 
.9 

1925' 1910' 1900' 

2,419,927 2,224,771 2,231,853 

1,574,647 1,303,526 1,261,068 
65.1 58.6 .56..5 

631,731 632,181 651,817 
26.1 28.4 29.2 

192,486 273,484 305,782 
8.0 12.3 13.7 

21:063 15,580 13,186 
.8 .7 .6 

j;jource: Iowa Agr. Exp. Sla., But. No. 275, W. L. Harter and R. E. Stewart. 

1890' 

1,911.896 

1,063,967 
55.6 

513,187 
26.9 

323.932 
16.9 

10,810 
.6 
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TABLE 132. EXPECTATION OF LIFE AT SELEOTED AGES, lOWAi. 
(White Popnlation) 

Average :rears of life remaining at age 

o 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 
__________ 1 ___ -, -------------------

16.7 
16.7 
16.7 

10.5 
10.5 
10.5 

1910,.......................... 56.1 
1920.. •........................ 58.4 
1930........................... 62.7 

Future as estimated 

.tLow" 
1940...... ..................... 63.6 
1950........... ................ 64.2 
1960........................... 64.8 
1970........................... 65.2 
1980............ ............... 65.4 

IIMedium" 
1940........................... 64.1 
1950 ........................... 65.4 
1960........................... 66.5 
1970........................... 67.3 
1980........................... 67.7 

UHigh" 
1940........................... 65.9 
1950........................... 68.5 
1960........................... 70.5 
1970........................... 72.0 
1980...... ..................... 72.7 

55.9 47.7 
56.1 47.6 
58.6 49.6 

39.7 
39.5 
40.9 

31.8 
32.0 
32.4 

58.6 49.6 40.9 32.4 
58.6 49.6 40.9 32.4 
58.6 49.6 40.9 32.4 
58.6 49.6 40.9. 32.4 
58.6 49.6 40.9 32.4 

59.2 50.2 ·U.5 32.8 
59.8 50.8' 41.9 33.2 
60.4 51.3 42.4 33.6 
60.8 51.6 42.7 33.8 
61.1 51.9 42.8 34.0 

60.7 51.6 42.7 34.0 
62.3 53.1 44.2 35.3 
63.6 54.4 45.4 36.5 
64.7 55.4 46.3 37.3 
65.3 56.0 46.8 37.8 

24.1 
24.2 
24.2 

24.2 
24.2 
24.2 
24.2 
24.2 

24.5 
24.8 
25.1 
25.3 
25.4 

25.6 
26.7 
27.7 
28.5 
28.8 

16.7 
16.7 
16.7 
16.7 
16.7 

16.9 
17.1 
17 .2 
17.3 
17.4 

17.8 
18.6 
19.3 
19.9 
20.1 

10.5 
10.5 
10.5 
10.5 
10.5 

10.6 
10.7 
10.7 
10.8 
10.8 

11.0 
11.4 
11.7 
11.9 
12.0 

1. Retimated from the death ratea of the. ScriPPB Fouudation for ReBearch in Population 
Proble .... 

Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. Ste., Bul. No. 177, P. K. Whe1pton. 
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Fig. 189. The country of birth of 
Iowa's foreign born in 1895 and 1925 
are shown in this chart. Germany has 
contributed more of Iowa's foreign born 
than any other country. 

Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta. Bul. No. 
275, W. L. Harter and R. E. Stewart. 
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Fig. 190. The lines in this chart 
show the age changes in Iowa's popula
tion since 1860 with estimates to 1980. 
Note the expected decline in young peo
ple and increase in older persons for .the 
future. Data in table 133. 

RATE OF CHANGE OF IOWAIS POPULATION 
1810 -1130 

IOWA STATE PLANNING BOARD MAP 

Fig. 191. The above map shows the rate of change of 
Iowa population since 1890. The counties with the large 
cities have grown most rapidly. 

Source: U. S. Censuses, 1890-1930. 

RATE Of' CHANGE 
IN PERCENT 
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FARM POPULATION 
DlSTRIBIJTION OF" RURAL FARM 

Age 

Fig. 192. The circles in the counties in the above map 
show the distribution of Iowa rural population by broad age 
groups. 

Source: U. S. Census, 1930. 

1930 

TABLE 183: FUTURE POPULATION OF IOWA·. 
(Thousands) 

1935 11;40 1945 1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 
------------I----------

0- ............ 220 196 193 194 191 184 177 171 169 167 
5- 9 ........... 243 222 . 197 195 196 195 188 181 176 174 

10-14 ........... 236 238 217 193 191 193 192 187 180 175 
15-19 ........... 224 231 233 213 '190 188 191 191 185 178 
20-24 ........... 201 216 224 227 208 185 185 188 189 184 

25-29 ........... 180 192 207 216 220 202 181 182 185 186 
30-34 ........... 175 173 185 200 210 214 198 178 179 183 
35-39 ........... 178 169 161 . 179 195 205 210 194 175 176 
40-44 ........... 158 171 163 161 174 190 200 205 190 172 
45-49 ........... 145 151 164 156 156 168 184 194 200 186 

50-54 .....•....• 126 137 143 156 149 149 162 177 188 194 
55-59 ........... 108 118 128 134 147 141 141 154 169 179 
60-64 ........... 92 98 107 117 123 136 130 131 142 157 
65-69 ...•..•.... 73 80 85 93 102 108 119 114 115 125 
70-74 ........... 54 58 64 68 75 83 87 96 83 93 

75 plu ........... 57 67 75 83 90 98 108 116 127 130 

All ages ......... 2,471 2,515 2,553 2,587 2,616 2,638 2,651 2,659 2,662 2,660 

1980 
---

165 
172 
173 
174 
177 

182 
184 
180 
173 
168 

180 
185 
167 
138 
102 

131 

2,651 

• Assumes expectation of life increases 5 years from 1980 ta 1980, opecillc birth rates decline 
20 percent and net migration from state equals 50 percent of natural increas., 

Source: Iowa Agr. Exp. St.. Bul. No. 177, P. K. Whelpton. 
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