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USES OF THIS REPOR GIPE-PUNE-036539

This report is No. 21 in gresties on “Scepe and: Method” of ve~
search in the various. sub-fields: of agricultural ecomomics and rural
sociology. This series of reports is part of a program of assistance
to research in these fields, upon which the Advisory Committee on
Social and Economic Research in Agriculture set forth in 1925
under instruction from the Social Science Research Council. Each
report undertakes to outline the research of some sub-field of
agricultural cconomics or rural sociology and then discusses the
problems in methodology that are peculiar to it. 'The outline of any
sub-field is in large part in terms of a listing and discussion of
specific research projects that have been undertaken or might be
undertaken. Hence the discussion of methodology is largely in terms
of specific projects.

It is expected that these reports will be useful in the following
ways: First, directors of experiment stations and chiefs of divisions
of agricultural economics and of rural sociology in land-grant
institutions in the United States, and persons similarly responsible
for direction of thé research in agricultural economics and rural
sociology of other types of institutions, will find the outlines of the
various sub-fields of much help in laying out continuing programs of
research for their institutions. Second, individual résearch workers,
graduate students looking for thesis subjects, and teachers con-
ducting research seminars, as well as the agencies above named,
will find the listing and discussions of projects helpful in choosing
suitable research projects. Third, the descriptions of research al-
ready done will save research workers from duplicating other work
and help them to find a way of building upon it successfully. Fourth,
the discussion of the nature of a project and the qualitative back-
ground will reveal the body of the subject-matter which needs to be
mastered for its intelligent prosecution, and the difficulties involved,
and thus save many research workers from launching forth upon
projects for which they have not yet qualified themselves, or which
may be too difficult for all but the chosen few. Fifth, the analysis
of methodology will furnish a basis for a more intelligent decision
as to the procedures and methods which will lead to valid and usable
results. Sixth, the discussion of methodology will also suggest helpful
devices in technique and details of procedure that might not other-
wise be brought to the attention of the research workers. Seventh,
the discussions of both scope and methods will make clear to those
organizing research in any field the contributions which workers on
different subjects have to offer to it, and point the way to the form
of collaboration needed.



PUBLICATIONS IN THE SCOPE AND METHOD SERIES

Number Title Pages
1 Research in Public Finance in Reldtion to Agriculture 174
2 Research in Agricultural Land Utilization 201
3 Research in Agricultural Credit 158
4 Research in Rural Population 149
5 Research in Rural Social Work 106
6 Research in Agricultural Income 158
7 Research in Marketing of Farm Products 221
8 Research in Transportation Relating to Agriculture 94

11 Research in Farm Family Living 209

12 Research in Rural Organization 160
13 Research in Farm Management 822
14 Research in Agricultural Insurance 63
15 Research in Agricultural Cooperation 180
16 Research in Farm Labor 84
17 Research in Social Psychology of Rural Life 180

18 Research in Rural Institutions 112

19 Research in Farm Real Estate Values . 78

20 Research in Agricultural Land Tenure 89

21 Research in Agricultural Policy 4“4

In ordering, make checks in favor of
John D. Black, Director
472 Widener Library
Harvard University
Cambridge, Massachusetts.
PUBLICATIONS IN TRANSLATIONS SERIES
Number Title

1 Selections from Sering’s 4grarkrisen und Agrazolle

In ordering, make checks in favor of

Mary G. Lacy

Price
$.78
5
75
.70
.60
.70
1.00
75
75
T8
1.00
.60
.75
.60
78
15
.60
70
15

Price
$.78

Bureau of Agricultural Economics

U. 8. D. A.

Washington, D. C.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Introduction ..... N cevenenan ceeeenses
Some Basic Concepts .......... Geeeausecscsrncstroaratiesaione
Agricultural Planning and Agricultaral Policy .............. cecranenns
Groups Concerned with Agricultural Policy ......... ceeecinnnies teien
Development and Present Status of Research in the Field of Agricultural
Relation of Fescarsh in Ageicaltural Policy 1o Othes Agricuitaral Re.

search and to Research in Other Social Sciences .........
Research Objectives in Agricultural Policy ......... Cereriieeasiseinnes
Research Method in Agricultural Policy ................. Ceereeneenias

Types and Qualifications of Research Workers in Agricultural Policy ..

Agencies Best Fitted for Research in Different Phases of Agricultural
Policy ............. e PN

Types of Research in Agricultural Policy ................... araas cees

Group 1. Broad General Research Designed to Develop
Principles of Wide Application

Project 1. To identify and classify points of view (or philosophies)
with respect to the place of agriculture in the social
structure of the nation, state or community ...........

Project 2. To appraise a given national, provincial or local point
of view or attitude with respect to agriculture ........

Project 8. To appraise, from the standpoint of agriculture, a given
national, provincial, local or group point of view or atti-
tude with respect to a non-agricultural policy or pro-
gram which has a significant influence upon agriculture
or agricultural people ........... ... 0.,

Project 4. To identify group attitudes in relation to a given point
of view such as those indicated in Projects 1 and 2 ....

Project 5. To determine the objectives for the agricultural policy
of a group, their implications and ramifications .......

Group 1I. Research of a More Specific Character
and of Narrower Scope

Project 6. To identify and analyze factors and events which have
been significant in causing changes in attitudes or
policies with respect to agriculture .......... ceerrenes

Project 7. To make a comparative study of the policies of two or
more non-governmental groups along the lines indicated
under Project 6 .................. Cererrre i,

Project 8. To identify the agricultural policy (and other policies
bearing on agriculture) of a specific government at a
particular time; e.g., the United States agricultural
policy in 1982 ..ottt

Project 9. To make a comparative study of the agricultural policies
of two or more governments; as, for example, the policy
of France and that of England in the post-War period

Project 10. To study historically the policy of a government with
respect to a specific phase of agriculture; e.g., the re-
clamation policy of the United States, or the United
States tariff policy with respect to wool and a small
group of related products ..................... cvaveas

31

31

36



Project 11. To isolate and study the agricultural manifestations of
a broad governmental policy which as a whole may or
may not be conceived to have an important bearing upon
agriculture .......... .ol iiiiiiiiiaieas

Project 12. To isolate and study the agricultural manifestations of
the policy of a non-governmental, non-agricultural group
which as a whole may or may not be conceived to have
an important bearing upon agriculture ....... ceesaens

Project 13. To appraise the national or local agricultural implica-
tions of the policy of a particular non-agricultural
group with respect to a specific or restricted group of
activiMes ....... ... .. ittt i e iie e aas .

Group III. Research Relating Primarily to Programs for
Effecting Given Policy Objectives

Project 14. To evaluate the legislative program of a given agri-
cultural, non-governmental group to determine the like-
lihood of its achieving the specific objectives of the
policy to which it is giving effect .....................

Project 15. To evaluate the program of a given government,
national, state or local, for effecting a given phase of
agricultural policy ... ... il

Project 16. To analyze a proposed legislative measure which consti-
tutes a part of a program for giving effect to some
phase of agricultural policy ...........coovvvninnnne

Project 17. To determine the influence upon agriculture of an anti-
cipated or adopted governmental program for effecting
an essentially non-agricultural policy .................

Project 18. To determine and evaluate the agricultural implications
of a program for effecting an essentially non-agri-
cultural policy by a policy group neither governmental
nor agricultural in character ................ ...

Project 19. To identify and determine the efficacy of the program of
a given governmental or other agency in a particular
field of social endeavor .............. Ceeeees cveeenene

Group IV. Research Relating Primarily to Policies and
Programs as Developed in the Various Fields of Agri-
cultural Economics and Rural Sociology

Project 20. Research in the policy aspects of agricultural marketing
as an example ...... ... i iiiiiiiiiiiiiin

Group V. Research in Improvement of Policies and Programs
and their Formation

Project 21. To study the procedure by which policies are formu-
lated and adopted, and methods whereby recognition
may be gained for desirable policies ...........

Project 22. To formulate a specific agricultural policy—for a
national, state or local governmental or non-govern-
mental group—as a result of a specific situation or in

light of recognized needs .............ccoounnnnann.
Project 23. To study the nature of effective programs and methods
of formulating them .................... vecsoroens ces

Project 24. To formulate a program for effecting a recognized agri-
cultural policy on the part of a national, state or local
govermmnental or non-governmental group .............

86

a7

89

39

39

40

41



