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FOREWORD 

ONLY he who has tried to get at the truth C?f land 
reform in Czechoslovakia can have any idea of the 
difficulties involved in the work which he has under
taken. It may be said that there are no absolutely 
trustworthy sources except the laws themselves. 
This is not intended to be a reflection upon the 
Land Office. That institution labours under the 
great disadvantage of not being held to strict 
accountability to a higher authority. No pressure 
has been put upon it to publish accurate and com
prehensive reports. Nor do the landowners always 
furnish reliable material. They are biased by the 
circumstance that the land reform is working to 
their disadvantage. Their conclusions are some
times based upon false premises because they have 
no way of getting complete data. Again, there are 
certain facts which it is difficult to evaluate. A 
case in point is the amount of land expropriated 
from the Germans. Often a landowner is .either 
German or Czech according to the aspect: of the 
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6 LAND REFOIDI IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

question which is emphasized. He may be of 
Czech blood. but so wholly German in his ,orienta
tion and sympathy as to be unable to speak the 
Czech language. This is frequently the ·case. Such 
an one is claimed by both camps, and who shall 
decide to which he belongs ? 

Courtesies without number were extended to me 
during the seven months I spent in Czechoslovakia 
studying the land reform. The President of the 
Land Office, Dr. Karel Vi~kovsky, the Secretary, 
Mr. A. Pavel, and the Director of the Technical 
Section, Mr. W. Spitalskt, rendered me every 
assistance in their power. Many others in the 
Land Office, too numerous to mention, gave me 
freely of their time. Dr. A. Zedtwitz, Dr. Eugen 
Ledebur-Wiche1n and Dr. W. Medinger, of the 
Union of German Great Landowners, and Dr. A. 
Mayer, Secretary of the Union of. Czechoslovak 
Great Landowners, placed much material ,at my 
disposal and rendered me very real service in help
ing me to understand the attitude of those whose 
estates are being expropriated. Various members 
of the Cabinet most kindly explained to me the 
Government point of view. I am under the greatest 
possible obligations to Dr. Josef Macek. He gave 
me the full benefit of his wide and accurate know
ledge of the subject, and of his many connections 
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with those who could furnish me information. 
Without his asSistance I should often have been 
lost in a maze of self-contradictory material. I 
am also greatly indebted to Dr. Edvard Vondruska. 
the learned redactor of the laws dealing with land 
reform. Although an extremely busy man. he 
spent many afternoons explaining obscure passages 
of the laws to me, and verifying translations. The 
gracious and generous help of Dr. Macek and Dr. 
Von~ka rendered pleasurable the performance of 
an arduous task. 

Lastly, there is President Masaryk. He always 
gave me the impression of being in the battle and 
still above it. If, as I h~pe, I have succeeded in 
writing this study without bias, it is at least partly 
because I have been influenced by his calmness 
and utter absence of prejudice. I thank him for 
his interest in my work, and for the hours which he 
snatched for II\e from days that are .altogether too 
full. 

LUCY EUZABETH TEXTOR. 

LoNDON. 

February 24. 1923. 



BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

To laws and decrees used in this study of the land 
reform in Czechoslovakia have been gathered from 
a great variety of sources. some of them unofficiaL 
At this writing the later decrees have not yet been 
published by the Government. All the translations. 
whether literal or in substance. have been examined 
by the redactor of the laws and are sponsored by 
him. In every case the reference in the foot-note 
is to the section of the given law and will serve 
wherever the law is printed. and whether in the 
original Czech or in translation. The number at
tached to the law is sufficient to identify it. This 
number and the full translation of the title are 
given when first the law is cited. By the time 
this study appears in print. the Government will 
have issued the legislation having to do with land 
reform in three volumes. This is soon to be fol
lowed by an official German translation. 

Four of the newspapers cited are Czech. Ven.wv 
speaks for the Agrarians. Cedi Slow for the Czech 
Socialists. P,dvo Lilli for the Social Democrats. 
and N d,otl,,1 Lisly for the National Democrats. 
Bohemia is a radical and rather nationalistic German 
paper. and P,ager TagbllUl is liberaL 

Pozem1unJd Ref0nn4 is the official organ of the 
Land Office. It is a monthly publication which 
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10 LAND REFORM IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

began in June, I920, and is confined to reports of 
work accomplished or in progress and to articles 
concerning land reform. The point of vie* of the 
great landowners is to be found in Mitteilungen. 
This term connotes two different publications, but 
they are easily distinguishable. The Svaz Ceskoslo
venskych Velkostatkai'u, or Union of Czechoslovak 
Great Landowners, issued a translation in German 
of portions of their Czech monthly for the benefit 
of those of their members who could not read 
Czech. This was called Mitteilungen and was 
unpaged and undated, but! each issue bears its own 
number and is referred to by that number. The 
need for this sheet fell away when three unions of 
landowners decided to issue a joint monthly'iI\ 
German. The name Mitteilungen was taken over 
by the new publication and is referred to under 
a definite date. The full name is Mitteilungen 
des Verbandes der deutschen Grossgrunabesitzer 
B6hmens in Prag, des Svaz Csl. Velkostatkd1le in 
Prag una des Verbaniles lanawirtsch. Unternehmungen 
in Schlesien una Noramahren in Troppau. 

All other references in the foot-notes are self
explanatory. It need only be said that it has not 
seemed necessary to indicate that a cited passage 
is translated, since this would have meant endless 
repetition, no English material having been used. 
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The· Truth About Meso
and Syria • potamla, Palestine 

BY' ]. DR V. LODER 

WITH A FO&lWOID 11' LORD ROBERT CECIL 

Cr. SIIII. 

This is the first attempt yet made to Ileal with the recent history of 
these countries as a whole and to place events in a true perspective. The 
narrative is mainly concerned with the period of the war and after. Tho 
author deals in a spirit of absolute fairness with sucb questions as Arab 
pledges, Zionism and Mandates, whicb are of vital importance to British 
Interests, the League of Nations and the whole world, The texts of tho 
mOlt important international agreements, etc., have been reproduced in 
appendices. 

The W orld-Struggle for Oil 
By PIERRE L'ESPAGNOL DE LA TRAMERYE 

De"" SAl, TLUISLATID BJ' C; LEONARD LEESE 10/.6/. 

"Oil il Empire." Just as the British Empire was built up on its coal
fields, so the Empires of the future will be founded upon possession of 
oil. Thus the most vital factor in world-politics to-day is the struggle for 
control of oil supplies. In this important book, which has reached its 
third edition in the original French, M. L'Espagnol de Ia Tramerye.tells • 
the story of the rise of the .great oil trusts from their humble beginnings 
to the dominating position which they now occupy in world affairs. 
He traces the rivalry between Britain, Gennany, and the United States 
before the War, and lifts the veil from the· almost Becret struggle whicb 
baa been fought-and is still undecided-between Britain, the United 
States, and France since the War ended. The book has been revised to 
Include an account of the negotiations with Russia at the Genoa Con. 
ference and 8uhsequenUy, and is furnished with the most recent statiaticil 
Sealing with tho different aspeata Q( the subject. 
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Cr. SI". ' By DR.' FRIDT]OF NANSEN S/. 

The actual st~te of R~ssia 'te.ciay~ocially, 'politica"Uy, and above all 
economically-is here set forth by Dr. Fridtjof Nansen with his con· 
spicuous impartiality and a wealth of fresb information and first·hand 
knowledge, showing how Russia's prosperity is indispensable for the 
world's rC?covery and international peace. 0' 

Austrian ':foreign Policy 
By A. F. fRIBRAM 

Profcalor of Hil~ry ~f ~e Univenity of V"lGID8. 

INTIl~DUCTION BY G. P. G009H .J6IJtll 41. 6J. 
The most distinguished of living Austrian historians describes the 

foreign policy of his country during the last ten years of its existence. His 
narrative is based throughout on the original documents at Vienna, to 
which he has had unrestricted access, and throws fresh light both on the 
origins and the course of the Great War. ' , 

The League of Nations. 
To-.day Its Growth, Record and Retation to British 

Cr.8.,i. 
Foreign Policy 

, By ROTH WILLIAMS 61. 
II It is no exaggeration to say that this book will be admittedly in· 

dispensable as soon as it is known ••• , It is the best informed and most 
c:onsidered discussion of the League."-WeshnifUter G'"~tte, 

Towards International Justice 
By F. N. KEEN 

WITH AX IXTIlODt1CTIOI$ BY Pllor. GILBtRT MURRAY 

~h' %" 
.. It i. packed with knowledge SIt out in a clear and simple waf, 

and will well repay reading."-Ecoflomist. . 
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