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THIS book is something more than a micro­
scopic survey of a comparatively small 
sector of the sorely stricken South Wales 

coalfield. with its seemingly endless tale of 
mental and spiritual suffering due to unem­
ployment. It is at once a penetrating analysis 
of the causes of the prese~t economic chaos. 
and at the same time a pertinent and stimu­
lating contribution towards the challenging task 
of social reconstruction. 
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FOREWORD 

THE story of Brynmawr, as a typical small community in the 
Distressed Area of the South Wales Coalfield, which is told in 
the following pages, is based on facts obtained by the citiz!)ns 
of Brynmawr in the course of a social survey undertaken during 
the three years from September, 1929, to August, 1932", in the 
hope of finding a basis for reconstruction.. All sections of the 
community have taken part in the Survey, which haS been 
planned as a commUnity self-study in which the experience of 
employed and unemployed and· the point of view of men of 
every shade of opinion should have its due weight. The 
enquiry work was divided between a number of Groups of 
voluntary survey workers, and while it is impossible to give 
the names of the 150 workers who took some share in it, the 
names of the officers of the Community Study Council and of 
some of those who gave most time and energy to the Survey 
are mentioned below;-

OFFICERS OF BRYNMA WR COMMUNITY STUDY COUNCIL 

Ohairman • 
V ice·Ohairman • 

Bon. SecretarieB { 

Treasurer. • 
Former Bon. Sec. 
• 

ALDERMAN EDGAR JONES (Miner) 
D. H. HERBERT (Shop.keeper) 
T. EvANS (Post Master) 
TuDOR MORRIS (Steel Worker) 
J. M. BOWEN (Bank Manager) 
THE REV. H. S. WILLIS 

The following are among the officers and members of the 
Survey Groups who took most part in organising and carrying 
out the work of enquiry. 
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vi FOREWORD, 
COMMERCE GROUP 

Chairman • R. C. GRD'J'ITHS. (Shop-keeper) 
A. BREST (Shop-keeper) 
O. HOLFORD (Shop-keeper) 
G. F. SPACKMAN (Shop-keeper) 

EDUCATION GROUP 
Chairman • 
Group Leader 
Hon. Secretary 

T. W. PRICE (Head Master, County School) 
L'EWIS LEWIS (Head Moster, Church School) 

• MIss K. PERROTT (Head Mistress, Council 
Infants' School) 

Recreation Section F. WILLIAMS (Miner) 

FINANCE GROUP 
Chairman. • J. M. BOWEN (Bank Manager) 
H S etarie8 { W. MORRIS JONE!! (Head Master) 

on. ecr *CluRLEs WILKINSON (Bank Clerk) 

HEALTH AND HOUSING GROUP 
Chairman. *J. K. WATKINS (Teacher) 
Group Leader :MRs. JENKINS 
Hon. Secretary F. SIMS (Miner) 

INDUSTRIAL GROUP 

NURSB KING (School Nurse and Health 
Visitor) 

J. J. QUIRK (Surveyor and Sanitary 
Inspector) 

Group Leader. *J. JOHN (Colliery Manager) 
H. O. LLoYD (Assistant Manager, Employment 

Exchange) 
Hon. Secretary ,I. RICHARDS (Miner) 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES 
COUNCILLOR J. ELWYN JONES (Teacher) 
ALDEBllAN EDGAR JONES (Miner) 
ALDEBlIAN ENOCH GRII'J'ITHS (Miner) 
S. SHORT (Clerk to Urban District Council) 

POPULATION GROUP 
Hon. Secretary • D. H. HERBERT (Shop-keeper) 

*TuDOR MORRIS (St.eel-worker) 
Group Leader. • REv. H. J. PmLLJ:pg 

REv. W. F. SCOTT 

TRANSPORT GROUP 
Chairman • 
H on. Secretary 

• *E. J. WATltINS (Station Master) 
• W. H. RICHARDS (Miner) 

*W. DOWDING (Bus Company Official) 
* Denotes members who wrote part of the Survey Reports on which thii 

book is based. Mr. Tudor Morris was responsible for the final analysis 01 
the figures obtained from the Population Group's returns and the tabl",1 
reproduced from their returns. : 
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LLANELLY PARISH AND GOVILON SURVEY COMMITTEE 
Chairman. • TBl!l REV. W. G. D;,-VIES (Rector) 
Di6t.ric4 Hon~ Sec-
reto.riu and Group 
Leader. CoUNTY' CoUNCILLO~ EDGAB MolNTosH 

. (Insurance Agent) 
J. B. DAVIES (Miner) 
CoUNTY COUNOILLOB MATHEWS (Miner) 
E. L. RICBABDS (Head Teacher) , 
E. R. MORGAN (Sanitary Inspeotor) 
S. PEABCE (Head Teacher) 
I. G. TOSSELL (Head Teacher) 
REV. E. J. SAMUEL (Minister) 
ALDERMAN W. POWELL (Farmer) 
W. POWELL (Farmer) (Secretary Farmers' 

Union) 

vii 

Mr. Alexander Farquharson, of Le Play House, gave much 
advice and guidance especially in the initial stages of the 
Survey, and was at all times ready to assist with suggestions 
and helpful criticisms arising out of his long experience of 
Survey work. The Agricultural Economics Department of 
University College, Aberys~wyth, also advised, and Mr. 
Llefylys Davies, and Mr. D. Hopkinson spent some time ,in the 
district. Mr. Hopkinson prepared the Agricultural section of 
the Survey. Mr. Clifford Davies, B.A., and Mr. Rees Davies, 
Tredegar, while not members of Survey Groups, helped 
considerably. Dr. Jordon, Tuberculosis Officer for Breconshire, 
and other officials of the various Local Authorities gave help 
and information. Miss Marion Richards prepared most of the 
original diagrams and charts, Miss Mariel Russell and Miss E. 
W. Spear also helped with them, and Major Rybot advised ,on 
the work and himself re-drew many of them. Mr. Alfonso 
Lewis, Mr. Phillips, Mr. I. Richards, Mr. Burrows and Mr. 
Sims (unemployed miners), also gave a great deal of time 
to work in· the Survey Office. The material fo~ the general 
sketch of the industrial position in South Wales, included in 
the introductory chapter has been largely drawn from the 
Industrial Survey of South Wales made for the Board of Trade 
by the University College of South Wales and Monmouthshire. 
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