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TO MY MOTHER 



PREFACE 

THE pages which follow constitute an attempt to describe 
the short' but remarkable history of the Family Wage 
System in Europe and in some measure to examine the 
re.actions and the problems to which its rapid development 
has given rise. In its original form the book was approved 
as a thesis for the B.Litt. degree at Oxford. 

The subject is to the forefront on the Continent of 
Europe, but in England relatively little attention has been 
given to it. It may the~fore be worth while to have some 
record of what has been achieved in other countries. It 
has been my intention to examine the question impartially 
and to endeavour to obtain a true view of the actual facts, 
whereon may be based an estimate of what is the possible 
contribution of the subject towards a solution of some of 
the difficulties with which industry is faced to-day. 

The book Is throughout based chieRy on an examination 
of first hand sources of information, such as the Statutes 
and Regulations of Compensation Funds, their accounts 
and proceedings, as well as a number of special memor· 
anda. I am very greatly indebted to the large number of 
correspondents abroad, belonging to Employers' Federa­
tions, Trade Unions, Compensation Funds, Government 
Offices and Academic bodies, for their assistance in supply. 
ing this voluminous material. Where so much help has 
been n!Ceived from so many, it would be invidious to 
mention any by name. 



PREFACE 

I particularly desire however to pay a tribute of grati. 
tude to the late Mr. James Munro, M.A., sometime Beit 
Lecturer in Colonial History at Oxford and later of the 
Overseas Intelligence Department of the Ministry of 
Labour. He not only gave me encouragement in the 

,initial stages, but afterwards, although at the time very 
ill indeed, spent much labour in reading through the draft 
manuscript and making various suggestions. At a later 
stage Sir \Villiam Beveridge, K.C.B., very kindly read 
through the typescript and gave me the very great benefit 
of his advice and criticism. I should also like to record 
my appreciation of the great help I have received from my 
mother, in the compilation of the index, in proof.reading 
and in connection with the necessarily extensive cor· 
respondence referred to above. 

H. V. 
London, January, 1926. 
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APPENDICES 
Owing to considerations of expense, it has heen found neces­

sary to omit the greater" part of the tabular matter. Al-range­
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and Some Waae Problema-Small HolcU.o..-Tbe CoaceotratiOD 01 Populatioo-Some 
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By H. A. 1.1..... B.A. Demy 8vo. 22S pp. Cloth. 12 •• 6<1. 

'!'he luI thlrt7 ,.... or .. bow _ • ,..1 ............ _ and • load deal 
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IlDd. to point out aDd COIIUDI!ID.t OIl IOIDI nm'nioM and. __ faUW'fII III tbe period. 

The British Trade Boards ~ystem: 
An Enquiry into its Operation 
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