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PREFACE 

THE present volume was begun seventeen years ago. 
At the time of the discussion of the income tax which cul
minated in the law of 1894, when practically nothing had 
been written on the subject in this country, I undertook to 
make researches into the history of taxation in the American 
colonies and states which might throw light on the question. 
The results of some of these studies were published in 
i894-5, and constitute the earlier chapters of Part II of the 
present work. I proposed at the time to continue these 
studies and to publish a book on the general subject The 
income tax decisions of 1895, however, were at once recog
nized as putting a temporary quietus on any legislative pro· 
gramme, and I turned aside from the project until the time 
should seem more propitious. The renewed agitation look.; 
ing toward -a federal income tax which eventuated in the 
submission of the Sixteenth Amendment afforded this oppor
tunity, and accordingly my earlier researches have been 
completed and brought up to date, witlt the results herewith 
presented. As it seems probable that we shall before long 
have an income tax in the United States, my chief object 
in writing this book has been to set the subject in a some
what clearer light and to aid the legislator in constructing a 
workable scheme. . 

It may appear to some that too much attention has been 
~~~~~al~~~~~It~~~~ 
however, that the most important lesson to be learned from 
experience was the gradual transition in public sentiment 
from a position of uncompromising hostility to· one of virtual 
acquiescence. Such a lesson, however, can be impressed 
only after a full and thorough presentation of the facts. 
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VI Preface 

This, apart from the inherent interest of the' matter, must 
be my excuse for attempting an exhaustive statement, not 
only of the legislation and of the parliamentary history, but 
also of the scientific as well as of the more ephemeral literature 
of the topic .. in the most important countries from which we 
have a lesson to learn. In this investigation, especially so 
far as ,England is concerned, virtually no help was secured 
from any existing investigation, and I have therefore been 
compelled to make a pioneer study, with all its inevitable 
defects. 

Some will no doubt take up this volume in the hope of 
securing a general survey of the question. To such readers 
it is suggested that the main outlines of the problem will be 
found in the Introduction and the Conclusion, and that they 
may do well to confine their attention to these portions of 
the work, referring to Parts I and II only in so far as they 
may be interested in securing a more detailed confirmation 
of the points there presented. 

So much help has been afforded by friends, both at home 
and abroad, in scientific as well as in official circles, that it 
would be hopeless to attempt any record here of my indebt
edness to individuals. I cannot, however, refrain from 
acknowledging a deep obligation to my colleague, Professor 
H. R. Mussey, and to my son, Eustace J. Seligman, for the 
invaluable assistance they have afforded in the dreary task 
of reading the proof. 

CoLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, NEW YORK, 

January 10, 1911. 

EDWIN R. A. SEUGMAN. 

PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION 
IN the present edition a chapter has been added on the new 

Federal income tax, the chapter on the state income taxes has 
been rewritten so as to include a description of the Wisconsin 
income tax, and not a few additions and corrections have been 
made in the other chapters. The bibliography has also been 

~nlarged. E. R. A. S. 
March, 19140 
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tinguishing "clear inrome" from gross 
inrome afte! deducting necessary ex
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504 ; passage of the bill, 505; anaiysis 
of the law, 508 ft.; alleged and real de
fects of the law, 518-529; the question 
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MacLeod, 1. M., on income taxation, 144-

145· 
McMillin, Congressman, argument for in

come tax by, 497-499. 
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portion of Civil War income tu paid by, 
47" 

New York, tax systems in colonial, 371-
372; assessment customs in early, 381; 
report of Special Tax Commission of 
(1907), quoted, 420-425; one-tbird of 
Civil War income tu paid by, 472. 

New York City, Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment in, 28. 

Nicholson, quoted on Gladstone's budget 
of 1853, 150 n. 
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. from tu, 406; tuation in, during Civil 
War period, 408-409; present status of 
income tu in, 416-417. 
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P~ abolition of, in England, 169. 1894, 511-512. 
Pftsumptiveincometaz,34-36;inAustrla, ,"Resist or be Ruined," pamphlet, III. 

338; in Italy, 351; advantages of this Retention. payment oftaz by, in Italy, 347. 
metbod, but impossibility of ,erecting a ,Revolution of .848,' effect of, on German 
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