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PREFATORY NOTE 
IN the Preface to Vol. I of these Chronicles I had to lament 

the fact that, in the middle of the eighteenth century, the 
Canton records of the East India Company were incomplete, 
those for the years 1743 to 1753 being in a fragmentary con
dition, and those from 1754 to 1774 being entirely missing from 
the archives of the India Office. There were, however, some 
who held the belief that duplicate records-the Canton office 
copies-had been deposited in the Legation at Peking. although 
all precise knowledge of them had been lost in London; and by 
pertinacity and diligent search they were brought to light and 
transmitted to London. Through being stored in the dry atmo
sphere of Peking they had escaped the hot-house air of sixty
five summers in Canton, but were subjected to the grime of 
Mongolian dust through sixty-five Peking winters. 

The affairs of the Company through the seasons to 1754 were 
managed by the supercargoes coming and returning in the ships, 
who sometimes formed independent Councils. one for each ship. 
sometimes were consolidated into two or more Councils. each 
managing two or more ships, and sometimes were combined 
into one Council while at Canton, the senior Chief being Chief 
of the combined Council. but the accounts and commissions of 
each ship being kept separate, and all the supercargoes at the 
end of each season returning to England in the ship which 
brought them out. This state of vacillating methods endured 
from 1742 to 1754; and for that period all that has come to us 
from Peking, the earliest of the volumes, is one volume of 37a 
pages. 18 x xa inches, containing extracts from the diaries of the 
ships of thirteen years of such matters as were thought to be 
useful, as warning or as information, to the supercargoes who 
should come after. Such of these extracts as are thought to be 
useful, as warning or as information, to the student of the 
twentieth century will be found in chapters xciii and xciv. 

For the season 1755 there were three Councils at Canton, each 
managing from two to four ships; one of these Councils, Mr. 
Pigou Chief, held over to 1756, being resident; Mr. lieU's 
Council held over from 1756 to 1757; one Council, Mr. Palmer's, 
managed all the Company's affairs in 1758, and from that time 
there was one Council for all the ships. Continuity was obtained 
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at first by three' residents', who were not invariably the senior 
supercargoes; but by 1762 the permanent resident Council is 
fully established with Mr. Thomas Fitzhugh as Chief, continuing 
in that capacity until the close of the season 1767. The Second 
of Council, Mr. Henry Revell, then became Chief; and after that 
the supercargoes moved up the Council, on the departure of 
a Chief the Second succeeding to his place. 

From 1742 to 1757 the records are all more or less frag-
mentary. Of the seventeen years from 1758 to 1774, 

for two there are no records, 
for two there are both Letter Book and Diary, 
for seven there are Letter Books but no Diary, and 
for six there are Diaries but no Letter Book. 

I have done the best I could in piecing together the records of 
the years, but even those which are fragmentary I have found 
of exceeding interest; and I commit this volume to the tender 
mercies of the world, trusting that its contents may prove of 
equal interest to students of the economie history and the over
seas trade of the eighteenth century. 

H.B.M. 
CAMBlIRLlIY, Del. 1928. 
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90. 96-

Sarpaa: to~. 101. 161.16s. 
SyADq_Cb. _:_of, 181, 

192· 

T.: quaatity ahipped. 190 32. 69-
J~ I~ 121. I~ 131. I~ I~ 
146. ISO, 152, 1$6. 1590 l68, 17<110 
188; price. 190 al ..... 32. 47. 60, 6g, 
72. 87. 1_ 108, 112, liS. Iso, 136. 
141. 150. 15-. 1591. J68. 179. 188; 
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size .of chest, 24, 87, 136, 188; 
rubbish tea, 24; trade forbidden to 
sh0l'keep.eIS, 30; duty tncreased, 
87; m pnvate trade, :Il3. 12S. 138. 
188; market overstocked, 171, 186: 
contracts reduced; 187· 

Teach""', Ch.: punished, 28. 
Teowqua, Ch. meIch.: a1Iairs of, 181. 
T"""" Ch. meIch.: Security, I. 
Thomas. Thomas, sup.: ref .• 68, 123. 

133· 
Thompson, Thomas, sup.: Chief of 

.Co,:,ncil. 16.65. 
Tm: IDlPort. 139. 155. 170. 

. Torin • .Benjamin. sup.: ref., 49, 68. 
107. 130, 133. 144. 149· 

Tpniano. Hi1JaIy. sup.: let .• 67. 68, 
99. 101. 133. 144· 

Touch: of silver, 131, 139: of gold, 
J4O. 149. 196. 

Translations: dilIiculty in obtaiDing. 
.8. 

Translator. 5 .. InteIpreter. 
Truck: uecessarytotrade. 24. 72, 113, 

13S. 131. 142, 151, IS8, 167. 179. 
182, J88. 

Tutenague: shipped as ba1Iast. 71• 
II3. 138; as cargo, 104. 138, 156• 
I~O. 

Vansittart. Henry (Bengal Council): 
ref .• log. 

Venus: obaeIvation of Transit. 143, 
164· 

Viceroy (Tsongtoek): ""tion taken by. 
4. 5.6,8. "tI, IS. 53. 57.60. 18, So. 
92, IDS, 128, 172, 174. 183: render .. 
inS of title, 7 ... 

Walk ... Mordecai. sup.: ref .. 65. 68. 
Walton, John. sup.: let. 123. 133. 155· 
War: preparectness for. 31, 72, 101, 

164; impressment of shipe and men. 
68,73: actiOn of French, 8,. 109: 
armistice. log. 

Wayqua. Ch. merch.: affainl of. ,6" 
172 . 

White. --, sup.: ref .• 99· 
Woollens: quantity, 23. 32, 33. 47. 59. 

100, III, 120, 134. 134. ISS. 166. 
170,189; price. 32,60,69,100, loS. 
112,135, 152,166. I89;~ent 
by colours. '3. 47; import by 
foreigners, 23; duty on. 59; looo on 
sale. 135. '59. 166; illicit importa
tion. 148. I S9· 

Wood. Francis. Jun .• snp.: ref .. 6s, 
68. 8S. 86. 99. 133. 1440 149. ISS. 
,65. 176. ,86. 

Wood. RichaId. sup.: let., 45, 68. 86. 
WoundinS. 5 .. Homicide. 
Wreck: S_s. 75; M""IIIlabtul. US; 

Dutch RyttsbtwK. '70. 
WriteIS: salary. ,65, 19" 

Yellow fabrial: import and export 
prohibited. 70. 

I'IUIrftD III ........ A., .... 0 ••• __ .1 ..... ...-D 
ft' , .. , ..... ....,.. _ .... VJIIftU'I'I' 


