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PREFACE

This work is based, to a considerable extent,
on a course of public lectures delivered by the
author as Minto Professor of Economics, Calcutta
L‘lniveuity. " The authc:r has gathered his informa-
tion from the most reliable sources, such as
Parliamentary Papers, Despatches of the Govern-
ment of India, and other official publications. He
‘desives to express his thankfulness toMr. Sudhir
Kumar ,Lahiri and Mr. Kshitish Chandra Neogy,
M.A., B.L., M.L.A., for suggestions, and to
Dr. Jitendra Prasad Niyogi, M.A., Ph.D., and
Mr. Hari Charan Ghosh, M.A., for helping him
in aceing the book through the press.

. Caleutta, December 12, 1929



CONTENTS

3

CHAPTER 1 PAGE

The Presidency System e 1
CuaPTER 11

Centralisation and the Way Out e 12
CHarTER 111

Steps towards Decentralisation w96
CHAPTER IV

Provincial Contracts w 93
CHAPTER V

Semi-Permanent and Permanent Contracts 122

QmVl
On the Eve of the Reforms  we w156

Guarter VI
Criticismn of the Proposals ... e 201



x CONTENTS

CHAPTER VIII
-The Reformed System and its Working

PAGE

225
CHAPTER:IX i
The Financial Positions of the Provinces ... 259

"

| CHAPTER X
The Problem and its Solution ... o 314



