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PREFACE.

~——seiotor-—
¢ Tt was officially announced at the last Budget Meeting of ‘tha
Bombay Legislative Council that the First Reading of the Bom. Land
Revenue Code Amendment Bill will be taken up at.the next Meeting
of the Council in July. From the spesches made from time to time. - in
the Leg: Council by the Hon. the Revenue Member Mr. Rleu, & also
- the Settlement Commissioners Messrs Anderson & Mackey, Govt. seem
to stick to their original proposals but there are several points in connec-
tion with the Bill which require discussion, so that; Govt.. may see the
need of a modification of their views in the light of the criticism. -offe-
, red in these Articles, which being widely. appreclated, arp reprinted
® from the Bombay Chronicle in a phamlet form at the request of friends.

2, Though it is stated in the Objects & Reasons that the Bill, is
intended to give effect to such recommendations of the Land. Revenue
Assessment Committee as have been accepted by Govt., the Bill,does
nothing bat embody the present practice. established by its own exe-
cutive Officers for some time past in the shape of a legal statute. Snch
a measure will clearly be a. retrograde step———a distinct recedmg
from the more liberal principles of the Land Revenue .policy. Though-
the present system of Land Revenue Assessment issaid to have been
.intended in'its origin to build up a strong peasantry, self-reliant ‘&
prosperous, to be the backbone of Rural Bombay & to supply a great -
stimulas to the staple industry of the Presidency, this ill-fated. System,
far from realising the anticipations of its eminant authors has la.nded
the yeomanry after nearly a century’s trial to an dgrarian Impasse. .
Whatever causes there may be for the indebtedness & impoverishment
of the Agriculturists, we must attribute his present aondition in mo
small measure to the rigidity of Revenue collections, the excessive
pressure of the Land Revenue Assessments & the methods adopted for
enhancing them at Revision Settlements, which ave far from sati
as disclosed in the recent Broomfield-Maxwell Inquiry into the Bardoli
revision settlements.

3. Since the publication of these Articles the Report of the Bar-
doli Inquiry Committee has been made available to the public. The
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only point in the Report which calls for any remarks in this Critique
is that some support might- be derived to the retention of the
expression ¢ Rental Value ’ in the proposed “Bill:, It is to be
hoped that the Report will go a long way towards changing the
existing practice built up mostly on the Settlement Commissioner
Mr. Anderson’s view of using réntal statistics by a mechanical
_application of rental indices which amounts in the wordsof the authors
of the Report almost ‘to a denial of the original principles of grouping.’
Messrs Broomfield & Maxwell have shown that even when rental
data are plentiful, well siffed & of a representative character, utmast
serutiny is necessary to arrive at a real indication of Rental Value. And
their remark that in Bardoli cultivation by the owner himself is the
normal mode of dealing with land & leasing is more or less exceptional,
equally applies to other parts of the presidency as we have shown in our
Article,-Also their further observation as to what happened in Bardoli
viz. that the rental & sale statistics have been carelessly compiled, are
demonstrtably incorrect in a large number of cases & in general must
be regarded as completely unreliable, must have happened & must
happen - elsewhere. The established method of using the statistics is
condemned as unsound in theory. Thus the dominant position assigned
to rental values by Mr. Anderson which finds a place in the present
Amending Bill as the primary basis of asessment has been considerably
weakened. It is true that Messrs, Broomfield & Maxwell have made
use of the evidence of rents according to their interpretatation of it &
there can be & there never has been any objection to such a use. Seeing,
however, that the expression rental value & the prominant -place assign-
ed to it as the primay basis in the Bill are capable of being & have-
been misunderstood & misinterpretated by Settlement officers, the crit—
ism made & the objections raised by us to making’ Rental Value’ as
the primary basis & the amendment proposed by us of replacing the
expression by ¢ Annual value’ & definingit as defined by the Taxation
Inquiry Committee, will seem to be well justified. The Broomfield-Max-
well Report read as a whole will be found to lend no support to the
view put forward in certain quarters that the opponentsof rental value
basis will be silenced by the so—called authoritative pronoucements in
that Report.
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The following observationsin the Broomfield Committee Report
with vegard to rental value are apposite in this connection. ¢ There is
bonnd to be considerable difficulty in ascertaining it correctly and,
where leasing is the exception rather than the rule as in both the Talu-
kas with which we have fo.deal, one must be very eautions in applying
any rental value, deduced from the actual rents found, to the much Jarg-
or area which is never leased af all.” It is difficult to reconcile this ob-
servation with the adoption of rental value as the basis. If, however, it
is possible to get at rental values of olf lands through the rents
" of selected typical lands of different groups by taking care to " check
snd scrutinize the figures and dragv conclusions, it is equally possible
o ascertain general oosts of production through the costs of care-
fully selected typical lands and the difficulty pointed out by the Commi-
ttee to get at net profits through the extremely variable cost of produc-
tion, ought pot to stand in the way of adopting net drofits or annual
value as defined by F. E. Comiittee as the corract basis.

Satara, }

30th June 1929 ‘R. R. KALE.



FOREWORD

My friend Rao Bahadur R. R. Kale M. 1., ¢. has indeed
done a great public service by writing for the Bombay
Chronicle these articles on the subject of the Land Reve-
nue policy of Government, reprinting them and subse-
quently issuing them in pamphlet form. There is hardly
any subject that attracts,at this noment, such nation-wide
attention as the question of the economic condition of
the agriculturist and the Land Revenue Policy of Govt.

Countries in the west have industrially -so far advanced,

_in other darections, that agriculture as an industry is
scarcely ever faken into account. But even then, there
is in those countries an out-cry that Government
is not doing its duty of giving proper- protection to agri-

culture. No doubt the.report of the Committee appointed -

by the British. Parliament in 1925 negatived the idea
of protective tariffs for agricultural produce; but it
Buggestd, as a femedy, the stabilisation of the monetary.
gystem and conditions in the country, which has. been
ultimately adopted. In Indis, a similar: attempt was
made to stabilize the currency by fixing- the ratio of the
silver rupee to gold. But in doing so, Government in-
stead of bettering the lot of the agriculturist, penalized

him to the extent of about 12%, owing to the artificial..

appreciation of the rupee. In England,the complaint is
that people do not sufficiently . make use of the arable
land for producing human food crops. In India, there is.
no question of land, capable of yielding food crops, not
being utilised for that purpose. The Indian agriculturist,
in every part of the country, utilises the land so much for
food crops, that the cattle in India do not get as much
Pasturage or cattle food as they require. In ~England,
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APPENDIX L

Telegram, dated 12th May, 1927, addressed to the Secretary,
Government of India, Department of Education, Health and Lands
(Overseas), Simla.

* Council of Imperial Indian Citizenship Association anxious
that Indian Colonial interests should be represented in Colonial

Conference sitting in London stop. Also hope Government of
India is represented.”

NATARAJAN,
Honorary Secrelary.

— e Sty —
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The Government of India’s reply to the Association’s telegram.
(Appendix I),

No. 399-Os.
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, HEALTH- AND LANDS
: Simla, the 20th May 1927.

From ,
G. 8. BAJPAI, Esq.,, C1E., CB.E., LCS,
Deputy Secretary o the Government of India.
To '
K. NATARAJAN, Es9.,
HOXORARY SECRETARY,
IvpERIAL INDIAN CITIZENSHIP Assoc'iumn,
R _ Bombay,
Sir,

I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your telegram, dated
the 12th May. -The Government of India are'not represented on
the Colonial Conference; nor do they consider that it would be
proper to claim representa.txon, as the Conference is primarily
concerned with matters of internal admunstratlon and confined to
official representatives of colonies, &e. They will watch the pro-
ceedings with interest and, if clrcumstances require it, will take
suitable action to safeguard Indian mterests.

I have the honour to be,
Sig,
Your most obeﬂieﬁt segvant,
(Sd.) G. 8 BAJPAI,
Deputy Secretary
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Question No. 112/1927,
RESIDENTIAL PLOTS, MOMBASA TOWNSHIP.

In the Kenya Legislative Cou.nr'll on Thursday, the 15th -
September, 1927, the Hon’ble Mr. J. B. Pandya asked :—

“ With reference to Notice No. 738 appearing in the Official
Gazette of 23rd instant, regarding tender for certain residential
plots in Mombasa Township—Will Government state :

1. If these plots are reserved for Europeans only ?

2. Tf the reply be in affirmative will the Government remove
these restrictions according to 1924 White Paper policy
laying down the principle of no segregation in township
areas ? ' '

3. If the reply be in the negative will the Government state
reasons therefor ?

4. Will the Government state reasons of asking for tender
in this case instead of the usual procedure of sale by
public auction ?

The Hon’ble Colonial Secretary replied :—

“The reply to the first part of the question is in the affirma-
tive. 2 and 3. As regards the second and third parts
of the question, the Hon’ble Member is no doubt aware
that the declaration of the White Paper of 1923 against

‘ residential segregation as between Europeans and
Indians cannot in practicé be applied without qualifica-
tion in areas governed by covenants made before 1923
when segregation was, under Imperial sanction, part
of the settled policy ¢f the Colony. In such areas the
policy of the declaration of 1923 is limited in applica-
tion by the facts of the situation, since Government
can neither unmake covenants entered into before 1923



15

nor accept the lability involved in ignoring them. The
question whether or not a particular area comes
under this limitation must depend upon legal opinion
as to whether sales without restriction would adversely
affect existing interests or render Goverrment liable to-
claims from holders of existing. titles in the area. Gov.
ernment has been advised that in the Momb_asa area to-
which the Hon’ble Member’s question refers unrestricted
sale would affect existing interests and could expose
Government to claims from existing holders. The.
course taken by the Government is therefore the only-
course possible, if the plots in question are not to be
witbheld indefinitely from residential occupation.

5 With regard to the fourth part of the question tenders.
were called for at the urgent request of the District.
Committee. and Town Planning Authority. The ur-
gency is due to the lack of houses in Mombasa, which is
still very sevious. - -

The following “ Indians Abroad * Bu]letms were pubhshe&
during the period 1927 and 1928 :—

Bulletin No. 17 .. South Afnca. .+ The Round Table- -
Conference.
» 18 .. Do. ». The Rt. Hon'ble V.
S. Srinivasa Sastn,
P.c.
» 19 .. East Africa .. Royal Commission on.
: : the Union of East
Africa.
" 20 .. British Guiana.. The Parliamentary
Commission on the-
Brjtisb Guiana Con..
stitution,
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- List of Magazines and Journals recelved in the libfary of the
Association :—

1. The “ Times of India."

2. ’.I‘he “ Indian Daily Mail.”
. 3. The “ Bombay Chronicle.”
4. The “Jam-e-Jamshed.”
5. The “ Hindu.”
6. The “ Leader.”
7. The ‘““ Indian Social Reformer.”
8. The “ Servant of India.”
9. The “ Young India.”
10. The “New India.” i
11. The “Cape Times "—(South Africa).
12. The “ Indian Opinion “—(South Africa).
13. The “ Kenya Daily Mail *—(East Africa).
14. The “ African Comrade ™ —(East Africa)
15. The * Ta.ntra,nylka. Opl.mon *—(East Afnca)
16. The © Zanzibar Voice "— (East Africa).
17. The * Atfrican Chronicls ”—(East Africal.
0 18. The * Fiji-Samachar.”
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THE IMPERIAL INDIAN CITIZENSHIP ASSOCIATION.
. Balance Sheet for the year ending 31st December 1927.

Liabilities,

L]

ASSETS,

Capital Fund—
Amount as per last Statement ..

Liabilities—

To Expenses ve .. .o

Rs. & p.
8,63,744 4 10

1,043 4 6

Balanee as under—

4% B. P. T. Bonds, .. .. .
Face Value, Book Value.

34% Gouvt. Pro- .

migsory Noteg—

tion . . . . .
INews Agency Deposit—

Cash with the Central Telegraph Office
a8 & deposit for the registration of the
Association as 8 News Agency .

uspense Account—

Cash with the Asst. Secretary for petty

disbursements .. .o .o

Balance as per :
last account 1,70,000/- 1,56,466 6 2
Less sale pro-
ceeds .. 20,000/~ 15,218 6 6
Dead Stock—
Furniture ete. Book value subject to de.
" preciation .o .. . ..
Library, Book value subjeet to deprecia-

Ra.

Face Value,

a. p.

1,40,500 0 0

1,60,000

.

o

0

Rs. a. p;
- Book Value.
1,44461 9 8

1,41,249 14 8
2,651 14 0
459 13
500

50

8T -



° Sundriea Receivable—
Membera® fees for previous years received

in 1928 .. .o . .. .e .e 155 0 0
|Balance at the Imperial Bank of India .. . i 7.626 7 2
1 and Exrpenditure Ac-
count—

Rs. a. p.
Deficit as per last account. 53,103 5 8
Add this year’s deficit as
N per Income and Expendi- :
diture account .. .. 14,620 9 2
: 87,732 14 10

. ISl
Rs. ..] 3,64,787 9 4' Re. .. .. 3,64,787 9 4

We have exantined the above Balance Sheet with Books, Vouchers, ete., and beg to report that to the best of our belief and
according to the information end explanations given to us and as shown by the books of the Association we find the same
correot,

Bousay, 12th September 1928, RUSTOMJI MODI & DAMANIA,
’ Honorary 'Auditors.
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THE IMPERIAL INDIAN CITIZENSHIP ASSOCIATION.
Income and Expenditure A-C, for the year ending 31st December, 1928.

Incom=. EXPENDITURE.
Re. ea. p. Rs. & p Rs. a. p. Rs. 8. pi
Allowance to Mr. C. F'. Andrews 1,300 0 0
Interest .. .o .o .. 10,842 12 0 [Cravelling Expenses to Mr. C.
F. Andrews .. . . 100 0 0O
Members’ Fees .. . . 140 0 O Travelling Expensea to “onr re. TLOBOMUN [ narions:
I TR S presentative Mr, 8., vaR [ N
R AL 5 10,982 12 0| to Simla and vadidr Ao oL g Dy sighar
Gty [News Agency 1,030 7 O
Deficit - vat (il aprresiygunien {108,208 6 6| New e pers €18 poopd o1 (8l ailgygiog sgh o e
TR I E 'W:‘ . RN ARBSUID I USUIE T SETE AN L Bul'letin‘ e i po vghont gty e LB De-F vB| i [y g
. R Salary .. . -t 4,876..0.. 0
4 ent e . . . 4,950 0e 0
I Cgeries o« Sundry Expense! I (R 163- 3 0] 2 0 yus (‘o f
! seraed o i3 Stampe 72 9 o] .0
Stationery and Prmtmg-——- - 50 4 Of v it 1o
(e fCablaand Telegram Ghgrges . ¢ 106 12 ©
. ! b pollnsurange: 2hongi- .. -1 12 8 0
! ~jqx rpjAdvertisementy ss . . 110
é Teiroig b bow jecp vesonugs 93102 D - [ 14,2561 2 6
. Alzancat s uw b OV —
Res. .. : . 1425002 w8y yrbenyipss gs- R, ..‘ . 14, 251 2 6
} G 1D ]n;hun "’l 1 u,, [} [u-p o : - o [N
i W To04 | ) ',: w0
Exant'ned and found correct, | Jreapoin, s o buos o RUSTOMID MODI & DAMANIA,
Bousay, 18/h April 1929, . AU JhbLnpye— I Honorary 4uduore.
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THE IMPERIAL INDIAN CITIZENSHIP ASSOCIATION.
i Balance Sheet for the year ending 31st December, 1928.

LIABILITIES. AssETs.
Rs. 8. p. Rs. 4 Rs. a. p| Rs. a. p-
Capitul Fund— Balance as under— Face Value. | Book Value.
4% B.P.T. Bonds .. .{1,40,600 O Of 1,44461 9 8
Amount as- per last state- 33% Govt. Promissory Notes . ..
ment .o .. .] 3,863,744 4 10 FBalanoe as per last account  ..{ 1,60,000 0 Of 1,41,249 14 8
Iiabilitica— Rs. .1 2,90,600 0 O
To expenses (or December| : Dead Strck—
1928.. .. .. . 670 3 Furniture, eto. .. - 2,661 14 0
3,64,414 7 10] Library . .. .. 465 15 O
3,017 13 0
Mr. S. 4. Waiz, Asst. Secre.
tary, Loan: Account— .. . 500 0 0
ISuspense Account—
Cash with the Asst. Secretary
for petty disbursements .. .. 56 o0 b
Bal at the Imperial Bank of :
India .. 4,133 13 2
7, @ E.u Titured oot
Balance as per laat account. .| 67,732 14 10
Add this year’s deficiency .. 3,268 6 6
) 71,001 6 4
Rs. .. . 3,64,414 7 10 Ras. 3,64,414 7 10

We have examined the above Balance Sheet with Books, Vouchers, etc., and beg to reporb that to the best of our belief and
aocording to the information and explanations giverf'to us and as shown by the books of the Association we find the same

Bowmsay, 18th April 1029.

correct.

RUSTOMJI MODI & DAMANIA,
Honorary Auditors.
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“DEDIGATION OF GIRLS To GODS
PLEAFOR PROHIBITIO‘J BY LAW

Co

. “BY
t G .
o

| NAIK-MARATHA MANDAL. =



Dedlcation Of Glrls To God;,.
IS SAA47506R D

PLEA FOR PROHIBITION BY LAW.

This extremely immoral custom bas been, of late, recelving
serious attention of some of the social reformers ; and a few members
of the British Legislative Councils have the credit of bringing it
to the notice of their bodies; and it is hoped that they will sgor
succeed in securing a legizlative measure to put a stop to this custom.
Those who may still have some misgivings about seeking help of law
in stopping the custom may do well to read the fo]lowmg pages and
form their own independent opinion in respect of this qusstion and
support whole- heartedly scme eflective legislative measure intscded to
put a stop to it.

I. WHAT IS DEDICATION.

In some parts of Bombay and Madras Presidencies and ina few .
native states in the southern part of the country there prevail: 2 very
crude notion in the uncultured minds of some igacrant and supe:cti-
tious percons that their objects of worship require services of women
in the shape of singing, dancing and other sundry duties, which zre
supposed to propitiate them ; and so they employ them to do such:
services. As married women are either nct prepared or cennot
conveniently be employed todo such services, unmarried girls are
dedicated for this purposs. There are certain castes which zlone
dedicate their girls to temple services. Once such girls are dedicated
to these services they must remain unmarried throughout their lives.
In order to ensure this, such girlsare made to undergoa kind &f
fictitious marriage ceremony after which none will marry them, as the
notion is that girls who undergo this cerexrony are dedicaled to their
objects of worship and are to be regarded their wives cr maid-servarts.
Now the castes which dedicate their girls to geds invariab’y carry on
the most nefaricus trade of prostitution ; and this custom cf dedication
of girls to gods has been responsible for bringing into existerce and
perpetuating these castes of hereditary prostitutes. So natufally ycung,
snmarried girls who are dedicated to gods carry cn the most immoral
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trale of prestituticn.  Tlere castes tave ncw teen crystallised liker
otler castes which have been differentiated on account cf different
}inds of trades and avccaticns they have teen follewing, All other.
«castes, ‘either bigh or Jow, lcck down upon the castes in which this

.custom of dedicating girls to gods prevails, and even the so called

Jowest castes will never te induced to dedicate their girls to gods and

allow them to carry on the most infamous trade of prostitution. For

the cham ceremcny of dedication does not at all deter either the elders

.cr their girls from beginning their ancestral trade of prostitution as

soon as such girls attain puberty. "In their hearts there does not lurk.
.even the faintest idea of the sacredness of their position as dedicated

wcmen, ard {hey pever barbour for a. moment any fear of the wmath
¢ their gods Tor tbeir most immoral pursuit. In short such dedication
“has come to mesn ipitiation into prostitution. None, therefore, need:
associate even the slightest idea of sacredness with such dedication.

I1. CAUSES OF THE FERPETUATION OF THE CUSTOM.

The question can paturally be asked tkatif this custom of
-dedication leads to immoral life, and - if all other castes detest it and
-would never follow it, how basit still survived ? The reply to this
-gestion is as follows:—

(1) Those peor, ignorant and surerstitious families which have
*fallen victims to this custom depend almost entirely on the gains they
-make. Certain lands and other allowances have been granted to such
Families as a recompense for setting apart their girls for the services
-of gods. If they cease to dedicate their girls to’ gods for temple

services their inams are ferfeited. When the Inam Commission was
.appointed by our British Government in the sixties of the last century
.sanads which were issued by preceding rulers in the names of dedicated
-prostitutes, were allowed to te enjoyed by them.and their descendants, -
in consideration of the temple services they were called uron to
yender. Thus Government is indirectly responsible for continuing the
custom. ‘If the British Authorities bad then realized the enormity og
the cuttom they were sure to discontinue the inams, asthe contract
they implied was extremely immoral.

(2) The trade of prostitution brings them some lucre, which
enables them to eke out their existence, and as such prostitutes are
as-cciated with worship in the temples, they are supposed to have a
right to pursue their tr\ade without incurring much oblequy oxv'shame.'
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and they gst better Facilities to carcy'it on,and hence they secur

+better patronage than other ordinary prostitutes who take to this trade:
by sheer accident. Moreover many of such prostitutes make large’
gains by amusing people with the display of their attractive skill:
-in singing and dancing, which they are required to -cultivate, so that
they might perform well their duties in this connection.

(3) These castes of hereditary prostitutes generally believe
that it is their religious duty to dedicate their girls to gods, the neglect
or non-performance of which, they think, would incur wrath of
their gods, and interested men impress upon their minds the sacredness
of this duty. Even thouzh many of these prostitutes come to'realize
-the evil consequences of their trade they superstitiously belive that
they have been destined to thiskind of life, and do not hesitate to
put their girlsin their own trade by dedicating them. Moreover
-their neighbours do not discourage or blame them for doing so.

~. (4) As these dedicated prostitutes depend chiefly upon their -
trade they cannot help keeping it up in their families by initiating"
their young girls in it, so that their trade may continus in their’
“Families when they grow too old for §it, and the temple services Tor:
which they receive allowances may be performed after them and thus )
the allowances may be continued in their families. “If they have no’
+girls of their own they purchase them from poor oersons who are in-
need of money, and they succeed in passing such girls for their own
-and in evading criminal law which is against such course,

1II. EVIL CONSEQUENCES FROM THE CUSTOM.

*{1) This evil and unnatural custom of dedication is responsiﬁle '
ifor creating a number of castes which subsist on the gains from prosti~
“tution. Thus it has become a source of perennialsupply of prbstitutes
who pest their own villages and almost every town, to which they
-resort for the purpose of carrying on their nefarious trade.

(2) It leads young, innocent and ignorant girls to. the most
immoral life before they reach the age of discretion. They thus fall.
-wictims to the lust of voluptuous men and self-interest of their elders., '
Moreover it is in sheer violation of the universally acknowledged birth-
right of pzrsons, which requires that all individuals should be aﬂlowe({ '
full liberty to choose their own course of life, and none is justified in
Torcing thzm to a lifz which demoralizes and degenerates them and,

4uins their physical and mental health.
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' (3) It leads certaih families to take to this evil course of life whicks:
is against all the wholesoiné and approved principles of family lifes:
Ta 21 the families which bave not fallen victims to this custom, gitls:
are married and their parents are anxious to see them live in'a:
respectable manner; while in the families of these dedicated prostitutes :
girls are kept withcut marriage and are initiated in their ancestral trades
as soon as they attain puberty, and are dedicated’even after they bave-
in many cases pretty far advanced in their trade. This state of things .
is quite perverse and against all the rest of the world, inasmuch as
innocent and helpless girls are forced into this immoral life, without'
.their ccnsent and before they are ablz to foresee the evil consequences -
«f their mode of life, ’

(4) As dedication entitles these prostitutes to do all sorts of
services in temples, they vitiate the whole religious atmosphere and;
serve as object-lessons to the worshippers, who frequent such temrles,
in immoral and voluptuous life, and they come to think very lightly of.
unchaste life. Thus their moral standard becomes very low which
degenerates and d=moralizes them to a large extent. Thus association:
of religion with prostitution has become inevitable: and who can say
that this state of things is desirable ? All persons who ever e-tertain.
any idea o} sacredness in respect of religious worship must detest =uch
state of things and welcome all efforts to eradicate it.

IV PLEA FOR A LEGISLATIVE MEASURE.

Looking to the evil consequences delineated above, it is quite
mecessary to stop the custom by means of a legislative measure, and
thus free the parts of the country where it prevails from this evil l’or
the following reasons:—

(1) It is impossible to expect the custom to disappear of its own
accord, for it will take a long time for education ard enlightenment to
reach the lowest strata of our society; and even thcugh these humanising
forces reach there, people, who seek pleasures and gains through this
«ustom, will not be prepared to get rid of it notwithstanding the fact
that they come to realize the evil consequences accruing from it.
Moreover the millennium of universal spread of education and .
enlightenment is almost an impossibility, and to wait till this
state of things comes off is no  wisdom. In short spontaneous dis--
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mppearance of this custom is extremely impossible. On the othe:
. hand the general ‘experience is that customs once firmly rooted success—
Aully defy all humwizing influences and outlive all individual efforts
:and exhortations to dissuade people from following them. The custom
-in question is no exception to this general rule. Hence the need of =
-ezal mansare which will bz a powerful weapon to uproot it.
(2) As the custom has a halo ‘of rank superstition about it and
as it bas been Ibng assaciated with religious worship in its crudest
and most immoral form which pzople, who have a very low moral stand-
“ard, do not realize, Itisextremely hard to dissnade them from such an
-exceedin :ly demonralizing custom. The wonder is that even some of
the highly cultured persons unfortunately hesitate to pronounce their
‘hoaest verdict against the custon, bzcause of the fact that it is
associated with a phase of religious worship. Unfortunately this
pseado-religious idea over-powers them. Hence it is futile to expect
“any better counsels from sich doubting persons. IF it is argued that
religioas reform of a right sort  will s=t right p=aple’s minds as regards
“their religious worship, and all im noral and unjust elements in it will
disappzar in dus cours2 of timnz, this expa=tatioa is simply chirerical®
In the first placz majority of our people will always set their face
azainst all <iads of rzligious reiorm, for, generality of tham labsur under
the false ijea that theirs is the id=al religion and it needs mo reform;
and think that all thoss who propase any reform ia it are atieists and
deserve to be despired and hated ; and in the next place all who have
any inclination to alopt any religious reform are pesrsecatel and
excommunicatzd, whichour psople for waat of moral couraze dread
“most. Hence only strong haod of law is peremptorily needed to free
~society from such a social canker.

(3) Since the main aim of all political law aad order is to secure

“for every individual in the body politic Full liberty and justice
_and to prohibit those who may, through self-interest, eams in the
way of the liberty of others, and perpetrate any injustice against

- them, political power which is the custoliaa of law aad -order shanld
-ever watch and guard the interests of all an| keep the strong from
. malestiog the weak by vislatiag thair liberties and perpetrating injus~
- tice azainst them. [t is, therefore, quite prepasterous to allow parents
-oc elderly psrsons to sacrifice the liberty of Young and ignorant girls
belonziag to their families and act unjastly agiinst them fron questiope
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‘able: motives, * Goverrment ‘is perfectly ‘justified to prevent suchs
surerstiticus and self-interested persons from sacrificirg the wellbeings
of -rtheir inncecent girls and from,. vitiating® the morals of society im
“xenera.l. :

(4-) The castes, whxch follow this custom not withstarding the
Daneful effects which accrue from it, are led to do so because of ther
Fact that they-epjoy some grants of inam lands and other allowances
“which bave been conferred upon them in consideration of the services
‘their .dedicated yourg wcmen are called upon to pesform at their
willage temples, Hence they stand the chance of forfeiting these-
‘emoluments in case they cease to devote their girls by dedicating them
‘to . temple services, and - their poverty deters them ficm foregoing:
.these gains, It is, therefore, mecestary that law shculd ensure their
enjoyment of such grants when they cease tc dedicate tkeir girls to the
temple services, in consideration of which those grants were originally-
made. The enlightered Ruler of Myscre State bas alrezdy sel a very
good example in this conrecticn. Mcre ttan twenty years ago ke kas
disallowed all such services in all temples in his state ard the fami-
lies of Dewadasees who epjcyed grants for performirg temple services
bave been allcwed to do so withcut requirirg them to devote their girls
to such services. Scme such wholescme legal measure cucht to be
adopted in the Britich territcry, so ttat there wculd remain ro fear fcr
future erjoyment of their inams and other allcwarces in case they
step this custem cf their cwn acccrd or law prohitits them to do so. -

(5) Itislaw alcre which will free cur scciety frcm this most
.immoral, higkly injuricus and greatly unjust custtm. We have
bad numercus religicus ard sccisl reforms to which mary a sect
testifies. But they all bave hitteito proved ineflective in the case-
of this barmful custcm ; ard many of them rever tcok any cegnizance-
of it. In face cf such disccuragirg expenex:ce it will be preposter—

- ous to wait any longer to see its dlsappearance.: The law of survival:
of the fittest bas hitherto failed in the case of “this custom. Conse-

" quently those who see that this cuslcm is’ extremely barmful are per=-
Tectly justifiedin demarding its entire eradication frem scciety by means-
" of a legislative measure. No person ‘thculd be allowed to let lcose-
om scciety such dedicated prostitutes who tempt raw ard thoughtless

_-persons into highly immoral life which is worse than any contagious
dlsea.<e ; and Govemment will be' Tailing in their duty if they ~do not.
lake cogmzance of this custom and stop it with *a strong hand.
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"V. THE CUSTOM HAS NO RELIGIOUD SANCTION. "

(1) The fn'st and foremost ob)ectxon, that is 11kely to be takerx
#@igainst any legislative measure for stopping the custory is on the score
of religion. As itis unfortunately associated with some kind of re-
ligious worship, many persons harbour the gratuitous notion that the:
custom bas a religious sanction, and hence, they think, it is undesirable
and unsafe to interfere with it. But this notion has been proved quite
groundless by the Ruler of the Mysore State. When that enlightened
Prince was called upon to put astop to this custom he appointed a com-
‘mittee of pandits (savants) to find whether the immoral custom had any
sanction of religion. These experts in religious shastras as laid dowmr
in Sanskrit pronounced with one voice that there was not a single:
shastraic text’to show that the custom had any religious sanction. Om
the strength of this fiat that Ruler issued an order twenty years
ago to prohibit Dewadasees from performing any temple services.
This is testimony enough to show that the custom is not atal
sanctioned by our Hindu religion which has been based on Vedas.

) (2) This custom of requirfng prostitutes to do services at
temples is not at all found in ‘connection with any temples of gods recog-
‘mized by or .included in the Hindu pantheon in regard to which so
many legends in Sanskrit called Puranas have been recorded and
come down from generation to generation. While no such recorded
Sanskrit or Prakrit legends exist regarding the idols whxch are supposed
torequire services of such dedicated prostitutes. IF it°were a fact
that such services were a sine qua non of Hindu religious services the
custom would have been observed in all- Hmdu_ temples. But the
fact is that it is limited to only some parts of Bombay ‘and Madras-
Presidencies, and that too in connection with some idols which have
not been included in the Hindu pantheon.

(3) This custom is entirely against the genius -of all religio;us
golts which have their root in Vedic teachings. According to alt
these different cults the attainment .of salvation of the soul cr
emancipation from the worllly misery requires man to be pure in werd,
ghought and deed. Holiness of life is the prime coadition of all;; and
anchastity and voluptususness are reckoned as extremely -sinful, and
those who indulge in them are threatened with all sorts of. terrible
puoishm:nt in future existance. Mor:over all our sages and saints
Aeach us emphatically - that no salvation is -possible in the case of
persons who lead an immoral life; and they exhort persons to lead a
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strictly pure’ life if “they care for divine -Favour -and- celestial -blisse
Our’ Puranis or religious legends also teach and inculcate the im-
portance. an:l sublimity of pure. life. They extol chastity and
deprecate ard  denounce all acts in violation of it. - They are
«<ecognized to be the most faithful exponents of eur religion. It is
quitz impassidle, therefore, . to conceive that any of our sages
or saints-wou d apprave of such an extremely immoral and detrimental
wcustom.” .Much more, therefore, is it preposterous to conceive that
-any god wculd approve of such a custom and would be displeased
if no services frcm a dedicated prostitute were provided to propitiate
‘him. But on th2 contrary no god who tlaims any sanctity will brook
:such highly insulting and utterly unholy services from prostitutes,
iand own them as their maid-servants or wives as they are usually
imade out to be by means of the ceremony of dedication. In case
4t is s1id that thare are such gods who take delight in such servicess
the reply is that such gods created by human fancy do not deserve ta
e worshipped or taken any notice of.

V1 POSSIBLE ORIGIN OF THE CUSTOM.

(1) Now it may be asked here if this custom cannot be
traced to anv religious texts of Hinduism or shastras which profess
4o teach religious duties and worship, how does it come to be
-associated with religious worship among Hindus who are worshippers
of ‘deities included in the Hindu pantbeon, and who revere saints
and sages who denounce all impiety and immorality? The reply to
this question from a sociological point of view is very simple and
obvious, Qur religious and social customs have been an admixture
of different phases of evolution and testify to intermingling of races
at different stages of civilization. Some of these customs -are
extremely tenacious and do not cease tobe observed even they may
‘appear quite inconsistent and incoherent ‘with the later - phases
of thought to which people are:converted. So we have in oumr
‘Hindu society remnants of all phases of religious and social evolutiom
“This can be easily detected by scrutinizing different customs,
babits and beliefs which exist side by side; and though they are
distinctly contradictory and inconsistent they are observed by the same
pereons.  Now the Hindu pantheon wants social and moral purity,
and thoze, who Tollow or advocatz this most immoral custom of
delication recozniza -and respect these teacHiigs ; but they either do
At ses the enornity of the custon in--comparison with the sublime
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-gexchings of g:nuin2 Hinluism, or - though they come :to.se¢ this
-imconsistency in their belisf and action, they are not prepared &
desist from this evil custon thrauzh force of habit.

{2) 1a prehistoric times ths aborigines of this lani belengad o
different savage tribes among whom ghost-worship and fetish-worship
wore prevalent. Now it is a wellknown fact that thes= savage races
.werz uniar the control of their chiefs who tyrannizet over them. and
-exacted from them all kinils of services. Hence their followers
-literally worshippad and propitiated them by offering them all kinds of
presents which were calculated to please them. .Among otber presents
thoss of yoing unmarried damsels “vere about the best things to charm
them; and as their followers cared more for the good .will of their
~hiefs than anything else, they were prepared to sacrilize the wellbe-
4nz of their innozeat and helpless girls for the purpose of securing their
self datersst.  Thus almost every barbarous and semi~barbarous chief
was sursoundad by bzautiful and youthful damsels who did. whatever
they coull 1o pleass their lords,who generally made sone grauts to them,
-s0 that th2y might bz ahov: want. Now when these powerful but
-voluptuous chiefs, who bore tyrannical sway over their followers,
‘breathed their lact, it was fancied that their ghosts hovered over their
-habitats and were powerful enough to do harm or good to their survi-
vors ; and some fetish or totem was set up in their memory and
their ghosts or spirits ware supposai to frequent their fetishes
So all sorts of things were offered at these fetishes to propitiate them
.for the purpose of evading their wrath and securing their favours
Among other offerings youag girls were offered to them and they
-were thought to serve a very effective means of securing their gool
will as it was done while they wer: alive. These offered girfs

-stayed at the temples of these fetishes of chiefs to serve them
.as they did when they wzre alive. This hero-worship subsist=d
<even during the histaric period and with it this custom remained asa
sins qus non of the worship of them. Some of our Indian aboriginal
-gaces must have gone through this phase of religious worship and
-to-day there remain numerous remnants of such fetishes set up by thoge
-sayaga aborigines in memory of their poweiful chiefs.. From mapy-
yparts of India this fetishworship or ghost—worship has long si e
disappeared and with it the fetishes and temples built for them
also disappeare], owing to the spread of the Aryan cult, and 1a
-the Mahomedan cult. These [etishes are at praseat found in so;
«of several southern parts of India; and the aaciznt tradi
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"lhat they should be propitiated’ by supplying them with dedicated
‘women. This, then, aprears to be the -real origin of the custom me
question. Ignorant and superstitious- persons, who inbabit the vil-
lages in which these Jetishes still remain, worsbip them as well as the-
gods from the Hindu rantheon. In one breath they believe tbat-
f'purity.of conduct and heart will only please gcds and ‘secure heavenly
bliss, and in the next breath they resort. to the most jmmoral custom
-of dedication which they suppcse to be Dleasing to their fetishes,-
We cannot say that all of them do not perceive thier gross inconsis-
tency, but the ancient tradition which comes down from-the savage life
“persists in their hearts and asserts its weight owing te its continuance
or centuries, notwitbstanding the fact that they have adopted the-
-Arayan cult. And as the Aryan and Mahcmedan. cults were late in
spreading over the southern parts of- the "country, these ancient
fetishes did not disappear as in the northern parts. Besides, all races
of savages did not worship their. fetishes in the same manner and:
hence the custom of dedication was rever universal.

(3) Now the persistence in observing this custom rotwith—
standing its enormity is due again to the legerds abcut Indra and
" Krishna who is considered tote one of the ten incarnaticns of god'
Vishpu. The legend says that the former engaged the services of
prostitutes called apsaras( parees of the Mahomedan legends ); and
the latter in his youth committed adultery with numercus milk-maids
in Gokul where he was taken by his father for fear of bis murder at
%he hands of bis ‘enemy Kaunsa. This Krishna tad married more-
than 16000 women. Moreover, there are numercus allusicns in the
duranas to the kings who patronized prostitutes Tor tke rurfose of
dancing &and singing in their darbars. And in imitaticn of these
Jegendary monarchs, kings ard rotentates toth in arcient ard modern
times engaged singing girls, and even enlightened rricces of the-
present day indulgelin this form of amusement in defetence to the
‘tradition. All these facts lead superstitious and ignorant people to
1hink that there is nothirg wrong in providing their fetishes, which
-they worship side by side with thegods from the Aryan pantheon. with
‘the cervices of prostitutes who can sing and dance and do other menial
services in  their temples. Hence this custcm of dedication was
- veckoned essential inorder to ensure the rermanent sevices ci suck
women ; and ‘their dedication served as a bond or coutract on the
‘part of the Young women to remain unmarried- thrcughout life and
«all themselves Devadaszes. Bhawinees, Murlees etc.: :
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VII COMPARISON OF ‘THE -CUSTOM. WITH THE:
INSTITUTIONS OF BUDDHISTIC BHIKSHUNEES
AND CHRISTIAN NUNS.

One mote delusion bas to be dispelled in order to brirg. heme dte
.the minds cf those, who sericusly think about this custcm, the peremp-
tory necessity of its eradicaticn. Sore are deluded into the belief that in:
its original form this custom cf Cedication wasi ntroduced with thebest
and solemn motive of progitiating gcds ; and thev irgins who were--
dedicated for performing tke setvices at the temples, were required to--
terain celibate ard chaste till they died. But in ccurse of time such
young wemen fell victims to the lust of voluptuous men who frequented:. .
temples, and they were irduced to break their sacred vow; and
ultimately they turned out prostitutes. Those who argue thus compare:
these unlucky girls to F hikhshunees of the Budhistic cult. They even
g0 tothe length of eaying tbat this Buddhistic institution of Bhikshunees -
is responsible for the origin ¢f this custom of dedication. This is an
utterly false and groundless comparison, and shows gross ignorance of
the great instituticn of Bhikshurees. Thefact is that in the Buddbistic
religion a wise ard far-seeing provisicn was made to teach and spread
the great ethical religion by scttirg apart Bhikehus and Bhiksbunees,...
whose solemn duty it was to go about teaching and preaching the Bud-
-dhistic tenets to recple.” The Bhiksbunees, of "course, were needed to -
convert women to whom Bhikshus cculd not reach. Now these prea-
chers and teachers were required to lead a celibate lifé and not to
enter wordly life cn any acccunt and indulge in any sensual enjoyments. .
Bhikshunees were no exception to this rigid rule. They were required ..
to study religicn assiduously, ard spend their whale life in meditation
and in preachirg and teaching their religion towordly wecmen: They-
were never required to serve any stupa or monument erected in honour
of Lord Buddbha. Celibacy was to be strictly observed by them, ard:if
they ever lapsed from it they were turned out from their religious fold...
Moreover they were not to uncergo any ceremony of sham marriage.
When they felt called upon 1o do the presilytizing or evangelistic work,...
they bad only to take a colemn vow of celitacy and devote theit life to
their sacred duty of spreading their religion, Similar was the rature of
the institution of the Nuns of the Clristian religion, In both the cases.
unchaste life, adultery and fornication were abhorred and considere
to be one of the greatest sins, Morcover these Bhikskurees and N
came frcm all classes of people, and they were held in very bigh

I i B
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“No man dared to Yook-upon’thém as'objdels of! their uncléan “thoughes
--or voluptaous desire. While: Davadasees or Bhawinees come from
~the castes of hereditary pro*tltutes. Persons from other castes never for

a moment eatertaid the idex -of dedicating their-young girls to gods.
“Thus it can plamly be se=n that there is not the least comparison
< between this custom and the great aad sacred institutions of Bhikshu-

“"mees and Nuns; and, therefore, there is no redeeming feature whatsoever
' in case of this custom. -

vur ASSOCIATIO;V WITH THEXSAVAGE FORM
OF WORSHIP.

Now it will be argued that though the custom has no sanction of

~the Hindu religion based on Vela it has been associated with cartain
-objects of worship, and so it has the sanction of traditional religion,
however savage its origin might have been ; it is, therefore, undesir-
able that legislation should interfere with it. The reply to this
--argument is two-fold. In the first place those, who follow this most
- immoral custom, have been completely converted to the Aryan cult
-and all their actions are regulated by the religious duties prescribed by
. that cult. Moreover there is hardly any binding force of this so called
traditional religion; and if they are required to stop from following

- this pseudo-religious custom they will never complain or revolt against
it ; and even supposing that they do, they have to be put down with
a strong hand in the interest of society in general, as they should
have no right to let loose oun society prostitutes who corrupt the
morals of people. In the s=coed place our British Government
“bave stopped a number of crue] and horrible custosms which owed
their orizin to such tralitional religion and were associated with
fetishes which are still worshipped through ignorance and superstition
-and without any consciousness of their inconsistency in this coanection.
‘The customs or usages that have been already stopped were not so
very fraught with mischief or so very demoralizing and harmful to
-society as this custom of dedicationis. Government had even takan a
bold measure in prohibiting Sati (immolation ‘of a widowed woman
.-on the pyre of her dead husband) This fearless step is still extolled
Dy all sane people who care for reform. Now this custom of Sati was
-«enjoined by our ancient . Hindu religious texts. But none revolted
@Against th: maz2asure which distinctly interfered with the solemn
-ageligious injanction, I_r it aroused the conscioasness of its borribleness.
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Bat to speak the truth it was originally epjoined with the sublimef:
object that a belpless widow might be saved frcm imrending misery”
and ber probable lapse into sinful life. Looking to these facisitis
only strange, nay even preposterous, to hesitate to enact a measure:-
which will put a stop to the custom of dedication which has begn -
permitted to go on notwithstanding the-fact that it is extremely immecral :
and has already no redeeming feature about it on the sccre of religion"
or social utility and which is more harmful than those customs which
bave already been prohibited by law. Moreover the custom under con-
sideration is neither general nor looked upon as commendable or worth
imitating by generality of people among whom itis in vogue, as
compared with other customs which have been already protibited by
law, Much more, therefore, is it necessary that Jlaw skould help cur.
society in Ireeing it from the immoral custom.

IX THE FRESCRIBED AGE LIMIT IS INSUFFICIENT,

Now there remains one more point which may be raised against-
the demand of legislation to prohibit dedication. It may be argued
that in pursuance of the general principle of liberty any person-
who has attained majority bas a right to enter into any contract and
follow any trade he or she chooses : and law should not interfere with
this liberty, Lut cn the contrary should saleguard it, Accordingly when
a girl of eighteen dces not object to her being dedicated, she is suppoced
to have voluntanly undergone the ctremony and devcted berself io
the life of prostitution, and law canrot interfere with this act of hers
(vid: sections 372 and 373 of the Indian Penal Code). This age limit of”
18 yeas has been laid down for gereral purroses, and assuch it equally -
applies to girls from the castes of Dewadasees, Kalawartineeg
Bhawinees, Muralees etc.,all of whom carry cn the trade of prostitution
which has become hereditary in their castes and which they have -
interest in keeping up in their families. Tbey set arart their gitls for
dedication and nsver think of getting thems married wkten they reach
marriagable age. Butin articipation of their being dedicated they -
even initiate them in their abominiable trade as scon as they
attain puberty and never for'a mcment. entertain even the faintest
idea that the gods, to whom they intend to dedicate such ycutbfuk
prestitutes, whose virginity is violated, wculd be enraged at this gross
insult and dishoncur. Girls in such families are trld even from their
childhood that they are going to be kept unmarried for tl e purpore of
dedication; and these girls as weil as their parents anxiously wait tiyf
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~ghey reach the limit of age when law cannot prohibit them from- the:
ceremony of delication. The :legislators were not able to take cog-
nizance of this spzcial case of girls to be dedicated from the families of
thereditary. prostitutes who arz limited only to some localities which’
were far away from the legislators who originally framed the Penal
“Lode which has been substantially inimitalion of the English ‘law,
which agéin has the tradition of Roman law behind it. All these
“Toreign law—givers never dreamt of this monstrous custom of dedication
which hurls innocént and helpless girls into the hellish condition of
‘prostitation, one of the most intractable diszases of society, the eradica~
~tion of which has been an extremzly knofty problem befors social
~xeformers and purity leagues. Even our ancient law-givers like Manu
- had not the least conception of this most baneful ani irreligious
<castom. They had laid down laws which strictly prohibited all kinds
~of immoral conduct and enjoined purity of thought, speszh and conduct.

Those, who may think that ths provision already laid dowa in the -
" Penal Code is quite sufficient and to enact any spacial measure to
- prohibit dedication would be unnecessary and woald interfere with the
~xeligious liberty of people, may do well to bring to their minds the

- {ollowmg points.

(1) Legislators should feel themselves callel upon to prohibit
mny act or custom under whatever pretext or garb it might be, which
-3s calculated to do harm to society. ' In such cases no consideration of
-liberty -of action should deter them Irom any measures which they
should employ to safeguard the interests of the people at large. It has
.ralready been showvn that the custom of dedication is highly detrimental
40 the interests of pcople.

(2) The principle of liberty cannot be said to bein place

-1in the case of innocent and ignorant girls to ba dedicated, as their
minds are prepared from. their infancy for the act, and as they s=e or
hear pothing better than ths life their elder’s have been leading. Besidas]

- they are as a rule already initiated in the nefarious trade several
- years before they are formally brought forward for dedicatione
- So when they are eighteen they are naturally not expected to go against
their elders’ wishes and refuse to undergo the immoral ceremony in
.defiance of them. Moreover, by the time t'iey reach 18 they happen to
~have already pretty far advanced in, their trade; so it is quite
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-Smpossible to expect any revolt against such ceremony ‘on the
vart of girls  of such prostitutes even when they reach 18 whichs

~-the law vainly expe:ts. It is, therefore, preposterous to suppose that

- unlucky girle brought up in such environments can bave their own

-dnitiative and choice in following the life of prostitution by submitting

-to the formal ceremony of dedication, on- reaching the age” limit
fixed by law,

(3) Theirony of fate is that the age limit fixed in the Penal Ccde
-{Vide See. 373) serves to legalize dedication which §is identical with
prostitation, in that in some parts the girls destined for dedication have
to appear before a magistrate and declare that they havereached eighteen
and that they are willing to undergo the ceremony of dedication; and the
magistrate in his turn does not care to verify whether the girls havet
-actually reached the prescribed age limit and grants them the neces—
sary permission, which they reckon as simply formal. But as this act of
securing permission is not enjoined by law, many parents of such girls
successfully evade the said provision of the Penal Code-with impunity’
and get their girls dedicated even before they reach eighteen, The only
~thing which need be in their favour is that none, who knows this
dllezal act of theirs, reports it to the Police Authorities. Before 1924
this age limit was ooly 16 in th: Penal Code, which was ridiculous,
and in 192% this limit has bzen raised to 18 by Act No, XVIII. The
.amendment nas hardly been widely known, and it is scarcely followed.

(4) Tt is the bounden duty of legislators to protect such unlucky-
-girls born in the families of hereditary prostitutes from being victimized
in this manner, If Governmant feels it its duty’to prohibit infanticide,

it should co ne forward to prohibit persons who set apart their girls
Tor prostitution whnich makes them sometimes utterly miserable
.and wretched throughout their ]&esgj‘w&a\)bxs most croe
wvictimization cannot be detected in=atttas 1des it would
be unpleasant to pry into the pnv&?e*i;%ersons. But in the
- case of dedication this clandestine and sinful aim ofgthe elders is quite
apparent ; and lezislators have an opportunity to punish those who get
their girls d:dizated. This will save society from ignomy, disease and
misery, and frea our ancient rzligion from contzmpt and slander and’
- the most unclean and gross association of it with the :ignominou

- mode of life. / !
V4
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" 1n shert the legislaters will do well to'disillusion their minde as-
tegards the religicus associaticn of this custem.- On the contrary it is-
extremely itreligicus; and as it Y as an origin in savage form of preudo~
teligicus worship it sbould bave ro bold on those who have adopted:
the Aryan réligion. And the snrposed aseertion-of liberty and voluntaw
riness on the part of girls' wko have completed eighteen years need
not deter legislators frcm enactirg a measure to prohibit this custom,. -
for it is barmful to the society at large and to the innocent ard.
:gnorant girls-who are only forced and [tutored to go through the -

ceremony.

Just as these pages were going through the press the very encon-
taging news reached the writer to the effect that an amendment to the
Hindu Religious Endowment Act has been passed by the Madras
Legislative Council at tke instance of Dr. Muthvlaxmi Reddi. This-
amendment frees the ]ands, held by Dewadasees for temple .services
from the condition of such service and makes them the owners of such
tands. This will to a certain extent discourage cedication of girls by
removing the icducement fcr the perpetuation of the custom. PBut this
measure will nct serve to wipe off entirely the ignominous blot from
the enlightened Chirstian Goverrment of the country, unless the Centra} .
Leglslatlve Assembly comes forward to enact a measure to ugrcot the
whole evil by prohibiting dedication. We devcutly hope and pray that
Aimighty God will inspire some souls ir the Legislative Ascembly to
use the legal weapon to root out this evil from society and free our:

religion Irom ignominy.

NAIK-MARATHA MANDAL.
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