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PREFACE. 

IT is still a general complaint that comparatively 

little is known of the religious, moral, and social state 

of the Hindus. This ignoranoe of their actual con­

dition results not tlO muoh from a want of research 

and observation, as from the limits imposed on in­

quiries respecting the people of India, conducted by 

~stinguished scholars on the one hand, and by popu­
lar writers on the other .. Their creed and customs . . 
are supposed by many to be not ouly of an immea-' 

surable antiquity, but of a well-nigh unchangeable 

fixedness. The Orientalist, attracted by the singular 

philological and mythological curiosities which are 

cfucovered in the V &daa, the oldest of Sanskrit works, 

breathes so much their anoient spirit, and sympathizes 

so much with the pretensiolls ages ago urged in their 

behalf, that he believes th~y must, to the present 

day, have no small share of their ancient authority 

and respect. The popular observer looks merely to 
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the surface of Hindu society, forgetful that the jea. 

lousy and secresy of caste conceal to a great extent 

the mainspring and action of Hindu life. Even intel. 

ligent natives themselves lock little beyond their own 

immediate sphere, baving no care or interest in the 

affairs of their neighbours. Hinduism is consequently 

imagined to be very much an abiding and universal 

system of faith and manners, without reference to the 

great ehanges whioh it bas undergone in the course of 

time, and the great diversity of the forms which it 

has assumed over the wide extent of this great and 

diversified country. The fact is that, within a certain 

range, Hinduism has been ever on the move. The 

Vedik songs recognized, if not very clearly, the exis­

tence of the great Creator and Governor of the 

• Universe. They co~tained many fresh and beautiful 
• 

nllusions to the phenomena of nature, and many 

striking personifications of the forces and agencies 

intermediately regulating these phenomena. The 

lively spirit of these primitive 80DgB bad :welI-nigh 

entirely disappeared at the time of the composition of 

the BrihmaJ;lB8 (or Brahmanieal Directories), when 

reverential worship was to a great extent laid aside for 

the art of the magician and conjurer, dealing with the 

gods through 11UI7Itra8, charms, and complicated cere-
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monial manipulations. The ,Philosophioal Schools, 

originating in the revolt of the inquiring mind of the 

country from the puerilities and inanities thus mani­

fested, formed a new era, in which atheistic imd 

pantheistic speculation became predominant. These 

Schools prepared the way for the Buddhist Revolution, 

which gave social and religious liberty to all its ad- , 

herents, in opposition to ~he Oaste system, which had" 

begun to be fostered by the Brahmans shortly after 

the entrance of the Aryas into India; and which 

almost completely altered the national creed. The 

revival of Brahmanism by the craft' of its partisans, 

and the persecution resorted to by its kingly adhe­

rents, after a thousand yeam! depression, was not 

effected in its pristiDe form. Its strength lay in its 

religious orders j and its great champions, such as , 
Sankaracharya, and his associates and successors,' 

assumed an importance never before conceded-to mere 

individuals of the priesthood. They became the ora­

oles and pontiffs of the country j but they did not 

lon~ maintain an undivided sway among its various 

tribes. The people of India had their favourite gods 

in the extensive pantheon of Brahmanism, and, par­

ticularly, in its now established triads. The aggrega­

tion of legends connected with individual gods, gave 
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scope to the popular choice; and the spirit of sec­

tarianism became rampant among them. The devotees 

of the different gods were the leaders in this move­

ment, and everywhere they htLd "a 1arge following. 

One sect was for the supremacy of VishlJu j another 

for that of the deified king Krish~, set forth as an 

avahira of VishI}.u; a third for that of Siva; and a 

fourth for that of his 'oonsort (the Devl, or godde88, 

emphatically 10 called), or of -the .female energies in 

general. 

In all these changes-for an elucidation of which 

in their main features the reader is referred to Pro­

fessor H. IL Wilson's valuable Sketch of the ReligioWi 

Sects of the Hindus-the moral reatraints of llinllu­

ism, such as they were in its earlier days, have nearly 

perished. Krishna's conversion into the god of love 

and lust, and the worship of the ~akti8, or temale 

energieS, have introduced a moral plague into India, 

the ravages 01 which are both appalling and astound­

ing. The readers of this History of the Maluirilj or 

Val1abhacharya Sect, and of the various documents 

included in .its Appendix, will find this assertion but 

too amply vindicated. It is put torth simply in the 

interests of truth and purity. Its author does not 

apologize for its revelations, which have all been 
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tested by the keen and impartial investigations of a 

Court presided over by British judges j but he ex­

presses the hope that they will" not be lost, either upon 

the European or Indian public. The lessons which 

they teach are so obvious, that is' not necessary to 
draw them in this place. 



CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER I. 

I.'l'1l0Dlf'O'llOB. 
1'£01: 

The Primiti .. ;Elemonlll of the Hindu Religion .................................... 1 
Classilkotion 01 Religious Boob ... .............. ...... ............. ....... ........... 2 
The Vedas-the Rig. Veda... ...... ............. ... ................... ............ ...... 3 
The y.jur.Veda........................................................................... 6 
The Sfuna-Veda........... ..... .......... ............ .............. ......... ......... ..... 1 
The Ath." ... Veda ................................................................. ...... 8 
The Tendency of the Vaidik Oreed ..... ... ...... ................ ...... ..... .......... 9 
The Uponiehada .......................................... A.............. ............... 12 
The Six VedhngBII ........................................................................ 18 
The Four VedoprmgBII ............................................. :.................... If 
The Eighteen PurW;as .................. ....... ................... ................... ib. 
The Four Upavedee ...... .............................................................. 10 

CHAPTER II. 

Rm.rO[OVB SBOTS 01 'DlB Hnmu8. 

Causes which gale Rise too VariOUI Bceta ............................ ....••• ..•....•• 16 
Chiel Soola ........ ...................... ....... ....... ......... ................... ........ t 9 

VnioIu)a .... Rt.mrmujaa ............................................................ 22 
Rhmflnan.u................... ................... .... .......................... ....... 2f 

Kahl< l1anthfl................ ..... .......... ........... ..................... ........ ill. 
DMu.Panthle ........................................................................ 26 
MMh"(u:hhrls....................... ........ ....................................... 26 
NimbhTb or N!mhalll ............................................................ 27 
S'aivaa ................................................................................. ilJ. 
Dlu)dle ................................................................................. 28 

Yogle OT J ogle.. ........... ................. ........ .................... .............. ;6. 

JnngaOlJ .••...•••••...•.••• .............. ( •. ~..................................... 29 
Panun_ ........................................................................ ill. 



CO!n'E..U9. 

ChW Sect. ( .... IitNud)- , .... 
S·r.ktu .. , ....................................... ,..................................... au 
Dabb~......... .................................................................... 31 
V~mll .............................................. ;.................................. W. 

K ... lWy ............................................................................. 2 

CIlAPTEll III. 

The ..... bip of BIUo GopIUo .. BIUo KriaIu!a... .............. ........ ............. It 
V"Jlhl)8. S.,(uoi .u .......... ow._............................................................ 36 

The birth of Vallabba .. V aUabhkhflrya................................... .......... .. . 
Hio Ed.cati<>. and Tra.eIa............................................................... .7 
Hio S..,.,.. at \he Court of Vij.yanagar ............................................. .. . 
Hio P .... II.I! V' WI 10 \he Gro Ino ..... _.................... ........................ 13 
Ilia WrilteD Works, • Lial or ......................................................... '9 
Hio lIaniage with HiJI r.bbml ................................... .................. 40 
Hio Two _ ................ ri........................................................... 11,. 
Ilia Death, &UeIldaI with • liIinde ......................... ............ .............. 41 
Vilhalaath, JUo SoD, .".,..... hiIII..................................................... ... 
Vrthalnath'. Tn'Yele and Suoe.e.et ................................................... "2 
Hio Sera So.. ........................................................................... fI 
The diJl'ereat TitIeo daigaatiag the _ ...... ofYaIIa/,b& .................. " 
The wid. DYpenioa of the V_ of thio _ ........................... ..... iI. 
Th' NlIIIIber of lIIahirij_ ia bdia ............. _.................................... 4' 
The So .... of their pe..........t Re ......... _ .............. ........................ 48 

The R_ paid 10 _ ................................... _........................ 47 

CILlPTE.Il IV. 

The ~ ~ ............ _.................................................. 48 

The ~ s.gor (or, 0.- of Lore), • port ollhe BI~ata r-.,. ...... i6. 
lImxu _ the ~ SIopr-tlJe "'- 8porto of ~-
~ """'J'<Io C_t..d to _ ia ..... of S _y ;"10 JUo 

_ ........... _ .• _ ...................................................... _ 49 

The W ..... ,.~ bed _ Thoor/dI .. ~ ........................... 6\ 
Krioq&.,.... willa ~ ...... _ ......... _ ....... _._ ........... 63 

The Coorh«ll<Mo cJa.ud by Krioq& ....................................... 67 



COll'TENTB. xiii 

Extra"'o from the Prem S&gar ( ..... i.U«i)- •••• 
KriBhl)&'. Return to the Cowherd ...... """" •• ""." ........... ".".""". 61 
He dan""" with them tho Qjroular Danae . .'"" .. " ........ "." .......... "... 63 
His Separation from tho Cowherdeosea, and their Lamentotiono thereupon 66.-
The J4 .... ge of :Krish\l& to tho Cowherd ..... " .. " ..................... "... 67 

KriBhI)&'. Brother Sparta with the COwherdeosea ............... "" ........ " 72 
KriBhl)&, with his numero .. Wi ... and Progeny"." ........ " ........ _ .. " 76. 

CIIAl'TER V. 

RBI.IOIOUS DoO'lBlXU Ol". THB SSC'!'. 

The Object of the _.e Incamotiono of the God KriBh~., -in the Peraon 
of VaIlabho.nd his Deecendanta ... "" ... " .. " ..... " ................. "........ 78 

The Tan Principleo of the Boot ....... "" ...... ,,,.,, .............. ,,.,,,, .... ,, ...... 80 

T1ie Biddhkuto RaheIy ..... " .... " ....... " ...... : ...... "" .. " ............ " ......... ' e. 
The Punishmanbo inlIictedfor the Negloo>of auelleop..,. to the J4.henj..... 82 
The VaehoCuural " .... """ ......... " .... " ... "" .. , ........ " ............ ,,......... e. 
The J4.lWkj .. ropreasut.d with all the PerfectiOUl of the Doily .......... "... 88 

The Gnru S'ev., or Guru Wonbip - ....... " .. "" .... " ..... "" .. "" ....... "...... 84 
Tho Commentary of GokulnMbji on tan, """" and dhan ........................ 86 
The Doctrine 01 Adulterous Interoou.... • ... " ................................ " •• 86-87 
The Raaabbkvnn' (Love Faith), ...... "" ........ " ......................... """... 90 
The Story of Gange Exhotrikni,. FOllUIle Devotee ........ " .. " ..... ""....... 92 
Tho Story of T"", P ...... who obtainod • Hoannl7 Positio., notwithstanding 

their hoving committed Adultory ... " .. """ ... """ ...... " .......... """.. 93 
The Story of Kri.hl)&db ofl'eriug his Wife for Immoral Purp ....... " ... """. 96 

The Boob of Authorily in the Brijabhbhk,(Language),. List of "'''''''''' 97 

CHAPTl!Jl VI. 

WOB8BIl" Alfl) P8ALKOD'I'. 

The Temples of the Soot ..•..•...•. .................................................... 99 
The Idol.o and the manner in which thoy oro Wonbipped .. """ ..... " .. " ..... 100 
The Attendunce of the Votaries in the Templo .................................... 108 

Tho Wonhip of the J4ahkrkj .......... "" ..... "" ................ "."""" ......... 106 
Their Occupations and AmUIOmeuta ................................................... 106 
Specimen of IIyuuu or 8aerod 80118" ................................................. 109 
c.",moni .. at the Initiation of V allahhkahkryane ................................. '120 
Dom~c Worehip of the Seot ....... ~ ................................................. 128 



xiv CONTE..'\TS. 

CHAPER VII. 

.... .,III! 
Wonhip of tb. MaHrkj .... ImpenonatioDl of tb. Deity ..................... 126 
Sensual Degradation or the Idea of Spiritual lle-uoiOll witb God ............... 126 

• 8errile SulnniMiou or th. V.Uabhlocbirylllll to th. Mablakju .................. lb. 
Corruption of Femel. Virtue ..................... _ .................................... 127 
The II BIll Vandalis," or Carnal Lon lleeLinga ................................. _. 129 

CIUPTER VIII. 

CberaeIer ami Training of the MaMraju ...... _ .............................. _ 132 
'!"heir Inft.uence OT8l' W O1IleD ...... u •••••••••••••••••••••• _ ••••••••••••••••••• _...... 131 
Nati •• Teetimooi .. to the Proiligl<y of the 8eeI ................................. 134 
Teatimooieo of Anglo-Indiana ......................................................... 138 

CHAPTER IX. 

TIle Peaalty of _...;..ti.......................... ............................... I~ 
Tu .. Leri<d by the MaMrij .. 011 th.ir Wonhippon ........................... 1f6 
mllllratiou of their 0ppre00iDa ...................................................... 16/) 

CHAPTER X. 

c...... althe ImJl"ldial Fan althe lfalWijao ... _ .............................. I~ 
Their Disputeo witIa the Breh ........................................................ 1M 
Tbeir Objeetioa to atead Coaru of Juatiee .......................................... 157 
TIle c...u..a.. al the !fati ... Newopaporo ......... _ ............................. 168 
TIle Sbmzy IIoDd ... _ ..................... __ ....... _ ..... _ .................. lGO 



CONTENTS. xv 

CHAPTER XI. 

T1DI M .... 1lW Lmu. C .... 
l'AO~ 

The Hablrlj ladunllthjr. Visit to Bombay ••••...••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••....•• 170 
Public Disoualion on the Re-marriage of Hindu Widows ..... •••••.• •••... ...... 171 
Couiinuation of the Diacuaaion ill the Salvo Pr_A...... •••• ••.. .•••••• .••.••... 172 
Tbe VaIlabbhehlryan Hereay attocked ill the Satvo Prllkd,A .................. i/J. 
The Action for Libel ................................................................... 176 
Beoolution of the Bhtttil Community not to give Evidence aguinst the 

MalWlj ............................................................................. 176 
Mr. Auatey'. Labours for the Defence ................................................ 177 
IIxpoeure of the Mieconduct of the Mahtrljas during the Trial....... .... ... 179 
Coot of the Trial.. ...... ......... .................... ............ ............. ........... 160 
Sir Jooeph Arnould·. Judgmen~ ............ ......................................... i/J. 
IJonclUJioD. •••••.••••.•...• _ •••••• ft' ...................................................... 0 181 



APPENDIX. 

SPECIMENS OF TIlE EVIDENCE IN TIlE MAH&RA:J LIBEl. CASE: 

, ... 
Examjnatjon of Hr. GoplUdU M6.d.haTdU .................................... 1 

.. Mr. J~ 8evaldM ............ ~......................... ~ .. Mr. VAljiVlllldU Mfodha.dU .... ............................ 9 

EnD:aem ~ TO DUUCB-

Examin.tj ... of Mr. KanaodU X6lj~ !he Defendant ........ ............ 1~ .. 
" .. 
" .. .. 
" .. 
". 

". 

Dr. Juhn Wiloon .. ...... ••.•... .................. ............ •.• 22 
Mr. Jo!ath.u1uiU La-.ji ........ ............................... 31 
Dr. _ Daji .............. ......... ............................ 39 
Dr. Dhlrajrflm Dalpatrim ...... .............. ................ 43 
Mr. Lalthmldloo Khimji .............. ......................... U 
Mr. K.w.hM Lalnbht.l ................... .................... 60 
Mr. Chatulbhnj WMji ....................................... fl 
1fr. Damodu Jetha. ........ __ ............................... .. 
Mr. MangaIdr.. Na&hubbii ................................... . 

62 
(1, • 

Mr. ThU:ani Nu.,.ji.......................... ................ 63 
Mr. R .. ji 8uDdardia ............ _........................... (1,. 

:Mr. liannd'eb",k. L6l.bekw ........................... . (1,. 

Mr. NanablW llUIIamji, !he l'riDt<r........................ 6,. 

BmnnTor8 Bvmmrca I'OJI, TEa l'u.orn:w_ 

Enmm. .... ofVeIji Maboji ................................................... If. 
.. 8hri Iadrmidlji BrizraIaDji lbIWtj.!he PWaIli' ..... , 66 

IIIAIgmenl of 8ir _ -. Chid 1_.................................... 70 
ludgmmt of Sir I_h AnIoald ........................................ :............. 87 
11IelDdiaB p". .. !he MoIWaj Libel C- ............... __ .................. 133 

TIle c...m.m. at !he Bombay Veruaeulor p". ... !he ImaonI ~ of 
!he Jlah.irij. ............................................................... _ .. 177 



APPENDIX, 

COIl7.UJI'J)II'O 

SPECIMENS OF THE EVIDENCE, 

JUDGMENT IN TIlE LIBEL CASE, 

.nTH 

COMMENTS OF TilE INDIAN PRESS. 


