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PREFACE.

Itis hoped that this Edition of Dacon’s ‘Essays may
supply all the help that is required to enable an
Indian student to read them with intelligent appre-
ciation. Tt would be equally foolish and useless to
] attempt to conceal my indebtedness to those who
have done so much to elucidate and illustrate the
Essays. Spedding and Ellis, Wright, Abbott, and most
recently Reynolds have laboured with this object with
a success that might seem to leave nothing to be added.
But the character of the Essays is such as to make
finality of treatment impossible and to leave room for
the greatest variety of annotation. -While therefare
the present edition owes much to the labour of these
writers and others, it is believed that it will be found
to have._a character of its own, suited to the conditions.
vader which it is produced. _

I make no apology for the length of the Introduc-
tion, having learnt long ago, when first I studied the
Essays, how essentiaba krowledge of the life and char-
acter of Bacon is to their proper appreciation.

The text adopted is that of Bacon’s final edition of
1625, the punctuation béing altered no more than is
wecessary, but the spelling for the most part being



6 PREFACE.

modernised. The Dedications to the three Editions
issued by Bacon have been given in their original form:
as an illustration of Elizabethan English unaltered.
Most of the Corrigenda owe their place in the list to a
desire to replace in the text interesting old forms which
have been modified in the langnage of to-day.

Mavzas, } F. W. KELLETT.
22nd February 1895.
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TRXT. , )
YOR, READ,
trealises treaties.
subtility subtilty.
interested - interessed.
vindictive cindicative:
. unfortunate tnfortunate.
s Lia.
might mought,
nourshing nowrishing.
legend Legend.
though thought.
England’s England his.
might ~mought,
uopn wpon.
Jorward Sroward.
work, work ;
might  _ mouglht,
improper unproper.
[able to manage afairs) able to manage affairs.
lose’ - leese.
becone becomen.,
Pompey's Powmpeg his.
lose lecss.
after lieense insert to depart.
might mought.
principal principial.
might mought.
te his,
unfortunate infortunate.
make ) makes.
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ESSAY. LINE. FOR. READ.
xux. 33 place, so place ; so.

L 47 fithe split.

L. 12 pruning, . proyning.
Liv. 41 ceilings seelings.
WL 11 mere stone mere-stone.

wun 182 s hia.
NOTES.

Page 245. Atend of note on 55 Rion add See Montaigne I1. 12

Page 267. To note on 65 Plenus add Quoted by M(mtmgmn )
1L 17.

Page 272. Noteon 5. For G'ryrsenu read Grynseus,

Page 282. Note on 39. For think is read think there is,

Poge 295. Note on 66. For and the sefting read not the
setting.

Page 430. Noteon 19. For XXX, /3. rend XXX. 55

INTRODUCTION.

Page xuv. line 38, For more effectvally out read out more
effectually.
Page LviL line 36. For Amyws read Amyas.

EPISTLE DEDICATORIE.

Page 3. line 21, For Grace's read Graces. -
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INTRODUCTION,



THE LIFE OF BACON.

Fu. a right noderstanding both of the Exvays as a
whule and of many points of detail in thew a sowe-
what cluse acqnaintance with the life of Bacon i-
essential.

Fraucis Bacon was born January 22nd, 1561. His
father was Sir Nicholas Bacon, next 10 Willinm Cecil
the leading ‘mniister of Elizabeth’s earlicr years,
holdiig the pust of Lord Keeper of the Seal. His
mother, Lady Aun Bacon, was the daoghter of Sir
Aunthony Couk, the tutor of Edward V). She was an
ardent Protestant, adopting those Calviuistic doctiines
amd inchuing to that Puritanism which gave so much
trouble to Elizabethan statesmen. Her *exquisite
skill in the Greek and Latin tongues’ enabled Ler to
trauslate from the origiual Laun Bishop Jewell's
¢ Apology for the Church of Englaud’ and made hera
fit recipteut of the dedication of his ¢ Meditations’
from Bezn, the leading Calvinist scholar of the time.
Not ouly ber religious ardour but her genern] restless
vehemence contrasted with the nature of Lier husband,
whose political tenets were those of compromise,
whose recorded sayings show a sort of easy-going
humour, and who is described by his son as ¢ plain,
direct and cobstant.” A sister of Lady Ann had
married Sir Nicholas’ greater colleague, Cecil, so that
Fravcis Bacon was the nephew of the Jatter, a re-
latiouship which affected much of his political career.
Francis was the second son of these strangely assorted
parcuts, though by a former marriage bis father had
several older children. With his own brother Apthony
be was sent at the age of twelve to Trivity College,
Caubridge. WWith an interval of six months’ absence
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doe to the Plague, the boys remained here till Christ-
mas 1575, and then were adwitted, in compliment to
their father, as Ancients of Gray’s Inn. At the age
-of sixteen Kraucis joined the household of Sir Amyas
Paulet, the Ambassador to France, in which j posmon
he speut two fruitful years. His father’s death in
1579 however made it necessary that he should -
prepare to make hisown way in life. He set himself
resolutely to the study of Law, finding that his uncle
Cecil, now Lord Buorghley, was unwilling to give him
any position which would relieve him from that
pecessity. Throngh Burghley’s influence, however,
his way was made easy, and in the Parliament of 1584
a place was found for him. In the same year he wrote
& paper of ¢ Advice to Queen Elizabeth’ i which with
the utmost confidence he counsels her to modify her
policy with regard to Papists and Puritaus aud in-
structs her how to conduct herself in reference to
Franoce, Scotland and Spain. But in it one sentence
is noticeable as an index of that tendency to obsequi-
vusness which has done so much to iujure Bacun’s
reputation :—*I am bold to think it till I think you
think otherwise.’

From the time of his father s death Bacon had not
ceased to beg Burghley to find him a place’ which
would wake him independent. 'But Burghley may
well have hesitated to employ une whose ambition,
self-confidence and suppleness were as conspicuous
as his versatility and talents.. The soul of caution
himself, he might withont any wrong motives shrink
from advancing one who must have seemed to him
hasty and flighty. Awed it must be remembered that
Leicester refused Bacon’s advauces also, that Wal-
singham appareutly ‘shared Burghley’s doubts for he
withheld his help too, and that the Queen herself,
though she recognised Bacon’s ability and devotion
und though his father’s memory gave him claims-upon
her, throughout the tweuty years of her reign during
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which he was a suppliant to her, uever threw him
any crust of office.

However, in 1589, Burghley gave him the reversion
of Clerkship of the Star-Chamber, a post worth £1,600
a year. Doubtless such a post seemed a safer
provision for his nephew than any one which might
have given him a voice in the determination of the
national policy. But though the post was lucra-
tive, it was still in the foture—in fact it did not fall
vacant for nineteen years—and though it was a signal
proof of Burghley’s interest in him, it left him still
unprovided for in the present. Again and again there-
fore does he nppeal to his wucle, promising not to
stand in the way of ‘any uearer unto your Lordship’—
an nllusion probably to his cousin Robert Cecil—and
asserting that he seekn independence chiefly in order
to command more ‘ wits’ than his own in the pursuit
of kuowledge.  All was in vain, and his brother An-
thooy, though he earned the Qnéen’s thanks forinves-
tigations he carried on abroad and important infor-
pation he gent, was similarly nosuccessful.

Bat about 1592 Anthonv attached himself to the
rising favourite, the Earl of Essex, and Francis
followed in his train. ‘I held at that time’ he
wrote later ‘my Lord to be the fittest instru-
ment to do good to the State; and therefore I
applied myself to bim in a manner which I think
-rarely happeneth among wen.” In 1593 the Attor-
ney-Geuneralship falling vacant, Bacon begged for it
throngh Essex, but by a speech in Parliament pro-
testing agaipst the amount of subsidies asked by the
Government he alienated the Queen and was punished
by exclusion from her presence. Edward Coke, the
Solicitor-General, being promoted to the vacant post,
Bacon offered himself for his place. Ill with dis-
appointment, now threatening to retire to Cambridge
.and there abandon himself to study, now as he says
*“ asserviling himself to every man’s charity,’ he apolo-
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gises humbly to the Queen, he proffers himself aw
“servant’ to the Lord Keeper, he casts himself upon
Essex’ help—bat all in vain. To console him for his -
failure, Essex gave him land worth nearly £2,000 to
meet his accumulating debtg, and the Queen also be-
stowed upon him the reversions of some estates. Mean-
while he was doing useful work. In 1589 le had
written a judicious paper on ‘Contruversies of the
Church of Evgland’ poiuting out the extravagances
of Loth sides in the Marprelate Controversy. In 1592
he wrote a *Disconrse in Praise of his Sovereign,”
which Le worked wp in the following vear juto © Certaiu
Observations made upou a Libel’ which had been
written by the Jesuit Parsons attacking Elizabeth and
Burghbley for their anti-papal policy. This answer,
undertaken at the Queen’s suggestion, is full of com-
pliment, somewhat extravagant, to her and lher
minister whichi shows that he had not yet abandoned
hope of obtaining help fromn his uncle.

But if in such ways and by the devices he wiote
at this time for various festivities he kept his name
before Queen and people, the real work of this period
was the wide reading for which he found time. How
much of the knowledge which distingnished him
in later days and. of the liveliness and elegance of
his writing is due to the studies of these years of
diszappuintent can nevet be estimated. Of the Com-
monplace bocks which he seems to have regularly-
kept, one belonging to this period the Promus of
Formularies and Elegancies hus been recently ‘pub-
lished, and casts much light upon his method of
werking. It shows him collecting proverbs, anecdotes,.
phruses, inaxims—a habit which goes far to account
tor the matter and style of the Exssays. .

I'he patronage of Essex bad mnot brought with it
the advaucement Bacon had hoped. Elizabeth might
be drawn to the Earl by womanly sensibility, bat
she could not but see tkat his impulsiveness and self--
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will reudered him as a counsellor far inferior to the
cool and cautious Cecils. Sanguine as ever Bacon
wrot- a Letter of Advice to Iissex, pointing ont to
him the unfavonrable impressions which the Queeli
wasz hkely to form of bim and the means of removing
them.  Shonld he succeed in doing so, his power in
the kingdom wight well become paramonut, and
his friends would accordingly rise. But Kssex was
the last person in the world to earry out Bacon’s
advice. Frank and wantivgin self-control, he was quite
unfit to practise the dissimulation which his counsellor
recommended, to < preend to take up projects which
he is to dron at the Queen’s bidding,” to ‘keep a
militar Jdependence in substance but abolish it in
shews to the Queen,’ to maintain his popularity with
the common people by,deeds though he might by
words se-m to be ulienating them, and by similar
trickery.

Finding his hopes ia this direction vain, and pressed
by money troubles dauring which he was arrested
for debt, Bacen for a time drew away from Essex,
though Anthooy remained the Earl’s Secretarg and
faithful friend. Bat in 1598 the troubles in Ireland
led Fssex to beg for Bacon’s advice, which Bacon,
seeing in the crisis new chances of ivfluence for
Essex and promotion for hi=elf, gave. The advice
was that he should pretend to be willing to take
up the charge of putting down the rebellion. Know-
ing lmwever that the Cecils were anxious to get
him zent to Ireland that he might fail there, Essex
neglected this advice till after Burghley’s death,
six months later. Then, when the difficulties of
the Trish War were increased ten-fold, thinking
that Burghley’s death had removed all danger of
his beiny sent, he offered himself in accordance
with Bacon’s advice. Being without doubt the l-ading
English soldier of the time he was not nunatarally
taken at his word, and compelled by Queen and
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Council much against his will to go. As the Cecils
had foreseen he was unsuccessful. When he was com-
pelled to.make a secret truce with the rebels, the
Queen demanded to kuow its terms and withdrew the
permission bhe had obtained before his departure
to- return when he chose. KEssex, returving never-
theless to plead his cause, was disgraced and put under
close restraint from September 1599 to Jaly 1600. S
far from standing by the patron whom his advice had
brought into such trouble, Bacon by hisconduct created
a general impression that he was woving the Queen
against him, so much so that his cousin Robert Cecil
remonstrated with him. Nevertheless Bacon pressed
his service upon the Queen as an agent in the legal
proceedings against the Earl, and when a snbordinate
duty was assigned him distinguished himself by the
excessiveness of his zeal.

When Bssex was released, Bacon immediately prof-
fered him his service, protesting his affection. The
Earl forgave him and accepted his offers. Bacon
therenpon endeavoured to reconcile the Queen to her
old favourite, probably believing that, now that Burgh-
ley was no more, Essex’ influence was likely to be
supreme. One of the medes he adopted was charac-
teristic. He drew up two letters to be copied by
_ Anthony and,Essex, which he was to show to the
Queen as genvine private productions of theirs, in
which Anthony is made to extol the Earl’s real loyalty
and Essex to pathetically .declare his devotion to the
Queen. But the Queen showed no relenting and Essex,
now ruined and desperate, began to barbour schemes
of removing her by force from the surroundings of
ministers like Cecil whom he believed to be plotting his
death and tremsonably conspiring to bring about the
succession of the Infanta of Spain. Iu the bitter fac-
tion-spirit of the Klizabethan Court even the first
object did not seem impossible, and in his hatred of
Essex who was a staunch supporter of the rights of
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Jaumes of Scotland, it was not incredible—though
uutrue—that Cecil should be tarning to James’ only
formidable rival, thongh that rival belonged to a race
with which England was at war.

But though the Earl had made np his mind to seize
the Court. he delayed to strike. Refusing to obey a
summons before the Couneil, he gathered his friends
round him aseerting that hix life was sought. Finding
the Court prepared, he turned in his confusion towards
the city, hoping to ronse the citizens in his behalf.
But he was distracted and the attempt utterly failed.
Before night he was compelled to surrender and was
imprisoned in the Tower. (Feb. 8th, 1601.:

In the trial for hich treason which followed Bacon
once more appeared agaiost hia patron. Coke, the
Attorney-Geperal, was of course the leader for the
Crown, bnt with him was joined, not the Snolicitor-
General but Bacon, one of the ordinary ¢ Learned
Counsel " or as we should say Q. C. The reason for
the selection is obviuns, Bacon’s brother was the
Earl’s Secretare.  Bacan himself had been one of the
Farl’s closest friends and deep in his counsels, so that
he could speak rather ns a witness than an andvocate.
And xo it fell out. The Government were anxious to
show that Essex bad sought the Queeun’s life and had
from the first intend.-d to raise the city. FEssex
denied this and defended his conduct on the ground
thut his enemies, especially Raleigh and Cobham, were
plotting against his life and that Cecil was betraying
England to Spain  The Earl’s attempt to prove this
last point failed, but the Court had equally lailed to
prove the first two. Unless it could do so and
unless_ it conld show thut the Earl’s statement that
he took np arme out of fear of his »nemies was false,
it might no donbt secure a verdict rhat Essex was
guilty of treasonable acts, yet all men would feel that
these acts were the outcome of intentions not.disloyal,
but of his fears of hostile plots, real or.imagined. So
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the matter stood after Coke’s best endeavonrs, when
Bacon rose. He declared that the excuse the Earl had
given for his rising was a mere pretence under which
he cloked designs upon the Queen, that* he had no
such enemies, no such dangers,” as he spoke of, that
he always carried “a shew of religion’ to delnde inen.
Cunningly sunpressing the fact that Fssex’ plan had
been to seize the Court and that it was a sndden
impulse in hi< panic that took him to the city, he
stated he had been ‘three months in deliberation’
abont the latter movement. After distinctly asserting
that Essex had heen guilty of rebellion he ended thos:—
¢ All whatsorver you have or can say in answer hervof
are but shadows. And therefore methinks it were
best for you to confess, not to justify.” The effect of
this speech was electrical. The strength of Essex’ posi-
tion. was in the general conviction of his absolute
truthfulness. Yet here was one. of his nearest asso-
ciates testifying to hix persistent hypocrisy and to the
falsity of his defence. As the argument of a Counsel
Bacon’s’ speech was worthlesy, but the Peers before
whoin Essex was being tried were not bound by legal
distinctions between an advocate and a witness, and
felt how damaging to the Earl’s case was his friend’s
attack. Essex endeavoured to connteract it by ¢ eall-
ing Mr. Bacon against Mr. Bacon.” He told the
storv of Bacon’s concaction of the correspondence
between Anthony and himself, in which Bacon had
asserted the existence of these verv enemies whom
.now he acensed the Earl of saddenly and hypoceritic-
ally feigning as a pretext for his rising. Though
abashed and frightened for a short time by the Earl's
reply, Bacon, finding that the letters themselves were
not forthcoming to establish his treachery and the
falseness of his testimony, recovered hig confidence
and stated that ‘For anything coutained in these
letters, it woald not blush in the clearest light.’
Thronghout the trial his condnet wae sumilar. He
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assisted in the garbling of the evidence, attributed
wrong motives, and by his assertions persuaded
the Peers of what otherwise the prosecution -would
hnve failed to establish that Essex’ intentions and
. unt merely his acta were trensonable. The utmost
thut Coke could urge was ‘Oar Jaw judgeth the
rent by the overt net.” * Wel’ was the Earl’s answer
‘plead your law and we will plead counscience.” It
wus Bacon’s appearance against him that overthrew
this plea of conscience and led the Peers to believe
that Essex and his followrrs were delilerate traitors.
E<sex und Sonthainpton his eowpanion in the trial
were aceordingly condemned vo death. Iissex was
beheaded, February 25th, 1601, but Sonthampton was
released bv James I, a.fter a shorr. imprisonment, and
not without retributive fitness was one of the judges
who twenty years later condemned Bacon to degrada-,
tion.

The motive of this base ingratitnde "and false
testimony is obvious. lvery consideration of morality
wonld have drawn Bacon to stand aside from the
trinl. But the Queen and the predominant party-
saw in him the fittest instrument for bringing lssex:
to the block, and to refuse hisaid wonld have alienated
them. To his hopes of advancement he sacrificed
friendship and honour and truth. Buat his dewzrad-
ation was not even yet complete. Iissex had been
popular thronghout the country ; his rising was viewed
as a mistake into which he had been driven by the
intrigues of Cecil and Raleigh; his execution there-
fore shocked the seuse of justice of the people. The
" Queen and Government felt it necessary to vindicate
their conduct, and again selected Bacon as their
fittest instrument.  Accordingly he drew up the offic-
1al Declaration of the Treasons of Esses in which
the conduct of the dead Earl is set forth in the
blackest light. At a later time he discounted his
responsibility for the misrepresentations it contains



X THE LIFE OF BACON.

by saying that his draft of it was “ altered and made
almost a new writing’ by ¢ certain principal’ Coun-
cillors’ to whom the Queen submitted it. But the
prostitution of his pem to produce this ° pestilent
libe)’ as Clarendon calls it and the abuse of his intim-
acy with the Earl to blacken hix character fitly
supplement his betraysl of his trust alike as lawyer
and as friend in the great State trial.

Bacon’s reward fell below his expectations. He re-
ceived a present of £1,200 but no advancement, and
this was little to set against the distrust with which
he was regarded. Two yerars later the Qneen to-
please whom Bacon had sunk so low died. Through
the secret and careful preparations of Cecil Jumes of
" Scotland succeeded her peacefully. Bacon ever
sangnine hoped much from the new reign. Anticipating
a change of mipisters, he courted Jawmes and those
whom he expected to be his advisers with the greatest
possible zeal, dwelling upon the services of his brother
Anthony in the secret negotiations with James before
his accession. He even ventured to address himself’
to Southampton professing his nnchanging friendship.
But James continned Cecil in office as his chief adviser
and rejected Bacon’s advances. Bacou indeed was
among the three hundred new knights made at the
coronaution, but this was but a slight compensation for
his disappointment. The state of his purse had
rendered some promotion more desirable than ever,
for just before his kmghthood he had once maore been
arrested for debt and compelted to free himself by the
sale of some of his land. Very characteristically
Lhowever Bacon soon recovered from his depression
and persnaded himnself that he had withdrawn from
politics solely because his conscience warned him
that he was in no way doirg his doty in forsaking
the pursuit of Truth: ‘and therefore’ he writes “I
"~ at once tore myself away from all those thoughts
{of politics) and in accordance with my former re--
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solution I devoted iy whole energy to this work’
(of the luvterpretation of Nuture.) And indeed to
this time belongs not ovly the planuning of much of hig
philesophical work but also the writing of part of
‘The Advancement of Learning.” But Bacon conld not
hold himgell back from politics or from the pursuit
of office. To clear hinself from the distrust which
King and people still felt of lim as the resolt of his
“trentment of Essex he wrote ¢ An Apology concerning
the late Earl of Essex’ in which he endeavoured to
ket hix conduct in a favourable light. He wrote a
pamphler supporting the King's plan  for aniting
England and Scotland, and, thinking that a Scotch
" King must favour rveligivus reform, he published in
view of the Hampton Court Conference a treatize
rugyesting various Puritanical changes for ‘ The better
Pacification and Edifieation of the Church of England.’
He sought and obtained election to Jumes’ first Par-
linment snd by the line he took inits debates commend-
ed himself to the favourable notice of the king. He
strongly supported the proposals of the king for nvion,
and in the Committee which was appointed to consider
them played the leading part. He ndvunced large
claims for the roval Prerogative, and supported an un-
. suceessiul propusal to vote theking a subsidy. James
showed his appreciation «f his services by confirming
kig wppointment as a Learned Counsel »nd giving
him n peusion of £60 a year, nominally in con-
sideration of the pood services in facilitating the
king’s succession which had been rendered by his
brother Anthony who had died in 1601, DBuc the
influence of Cecil seems to have preveuted his pro-
maotion” to office despite his coostant petitions for
preferment. At this time he married (May 10th 1606).
his wife being Alice Barnhaw:, the dnughter of a
Loundin Alderman, by whase dawry his * state i1x some-
what amended.” The negotiations for the Union of
England and Scotland had failed and the King had
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been compelled to restrict his aims to the natnrali-
sation of Scotchmen settling in England. The pro-
posal was nnpopular. The House of Commons refased to
naturalise the Ante-nati, those horn before the King's
accession. The Post-nati, those born after the acces-
sion, would have beren equally excluded from the
rights of Englishmen, but Bacon successfully main-
tained that Common Law already gave them those
rights. The services of so efficient a chatopion conld’
not be disregarded, and Bacon was rewarded with the
promise of the post of Solicitor-Geaeral when it shonld
next fall vacant. This happened a few months later
and with the warm support of Lord Chancellor Elles-
mere the promise was falfilled. A year later the
valuable clerkship of the Star Chamber for which he
had waited so long fell to him. His days of poverty
were over, for inclading the estate of his mother, who
seems to have become insane, he had property worth
over £24,000 and an annual income of nearly £5,000,
figures representing four times as great a sum to-day.
A private note-book which he kept at this time en-
ables us to see what were hisaims and plans. Oue
day’s entries concern entirely his own fortunes,
another’s are given up to his literary and philosophical
designs. On another he investizates the phenomensa
of Motion, vn another he jots down hints to himself
as to how best he may secure advancement or increase
his wealth. These last show us how systematically
be endeavoured, vven by unscrupulons or naworthy
means, to push himself forward into politicnl power.
His great aim was to succeed his consin Cecil, now
Earl of Salisbury, as the King’s chief adviser, and
this he sought to effect by a mixture of , truckling to
him and others and of filling the fancy of the King
with dreams of military and imgperial glory. But -
Salisbury, so lonz as he lived, maintuined his position,
though his difficulties increased with time. These
were mainly, thongh by no means wholly, financial.
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The King’s debts in 1608 when Salisbury took over
the post of Lord I'r -ensurer amofnted to £1,000,000,
and the annual deficit to over £80,000. To meet this
'deficiency James imposed by roynl prerogative *new
Custows. In1610Salisbury bronght before Parliament
n #cheme known ns ‘the Great Contract’ asking for
4600,000 down and an annual contribution of £200,000,

luint.ing that the King would then surrender certain
puintx of his Prerogative. The House offered about
half the sum mentioned. Then the King ordered the
Commons not to question his right to impose Cuastoms,
or to discuss his Prerogative and apparently against
Salisbury’s wish broke off the negotiations. In the-
debates of the Session Bacon htrongl_\ supported the
proposals of Salisbury, showing limself as ever
the foremost champion of Prerogative, basing his
position on precedents drawn from the infancy of
Paslinment.

Ax a further means of winning the royal favour, he
submitted to James the opening pages of ‘a History
of His Majesty’s Time,’ offering to make any alteration
the King might wish *at his least beck.” The next
year James med his prerogative to establish a ‘ Court
of the V. erge,’ 1. ¢., a Courtin which offeuces cominitted
within twelve nnles of the King’g rosidence were 1o be
tried. Aud in this Court he appointed Bacon a Judge,
promising him at the same time the reversion of the
post of Attorney-General.

In 1612 Bucon was concerned in a matter which
though it shucks us seems to have created no stir at
the time,—a valuable remivder of the improvement
in public opinion since. Two wen, Legate and Wight-
man, biing’iried for professing that form of heterodox
Christianity whichis known as Arianism, were con-
demned. The pepalty pronounced was the stake.
Coke however thonght this mode of executing them
was illegnl. Bacon thereupon, being consulted as
Solicitor-General, declared it legal—and they were
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burnt nccordingly.

On May 24th, 1612, Salisbury died, and Bacou im-
wmediately proffered his services to the Kiog as his
successor.  Finding that the King had not forgiven
Salisbury for his action in the matter of the Great
Contract he bitterly attacked his deceased cousin.
For vears he had bowed himself ¢ with bated breath
and whispering humbleaness’ to him, seeing in him at
once his hope of preferment and the obstacle to it. To
his coldness he owed it that for years he had had to
practise a servile hypocrisy, waiting upon him for
help which he felt he would never have needel had
the been treated justly. And now the strain is removed,
and he takes his revenye for the long humiliation by
reviling him to the King whose too faithful servaat
he had been and casting scorn upoun his bodily weakness
in ove of his immortal Essavs. But the King did not
see fit to make Bacon his Minister, though he would
seem to have encouraged bhim to state his views for
his gnidance on the political questions that came to the
front. Salisbury’s influeace as the King’s adviser
passed to Northampton and the favourite Carr, and
to these Bacon now attached himself. He showed
himself in Law-Courts as in Parliament the preat
champion of the Prevpgative. He laboured in defence
.of the King’s impositionx of various customs; in
the important Whitelocke case he argved that *the
King could issue commissions with power to imprison
the bodies or seize the lands and goods of his subjects
without any reference to the Courts of Law;’ he insiat-
.ed that where pulitical considerations eutered into
any case the case ought to be withdrawn from trial
before 2 jury and dealt with by the King’s brerogative.
Coke, one of the most learned lawyers lingland ever
had, was on the other hand the great champion of
Lommon Law, and to his staunchness the canse of
English liberty owed much in those days of danger.
But it was not merely iu theory that these two men
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were opposed. Bacon’s competition—unfair and pre-
sumptnous as Coke regarded 1t—with him for the post
of Attorney-General in the days of Essex had set that
masxterful spirit against him, and since then wany a
privats quarrel had helped to sustain the epmity
‘between them. In August 1613 Bacon found the
opportunity at ouce of advancing himself, paining
Coke and niding the King’s cause. The Chief Justice
of the Kings Bench having died, Bacon persuaded
the } ing to promcte Coke to his place, to advance
the Attorney-General to Coke’s pusition as Chief
Jastice of the Common Pleas, and to appoiut him
Attorney-General. Coke was thus removed from
the Court where he was best able to chawpiou the
popular cause to a post which though numinally higher
was less lucrative, and Bacon was raised to the posi-
tion which he had so long soaght—a position in which
he promised to ‘defend the prerogative with all his
might.” Iuo this higher position oot only did legal
business require more of his time, but he was more
immediately connected both with the Court and with
the Government, so that it is little wonder that the
seven years which followed are almost barven of
literary and philosophical work. His record as At-
torney-General is one which the progress of liberty
has made abhorrent to the mind of to-day. But it
must not be forgotten that he belonged to that
transition-time when the Prerogative, long esta-
blished and little questioned, was- first resisted, and
when the people for the first time were claiming the
right to povern themselves. From the puint of view
of Law, Prerogative perhaps had as much to say for
itself as Liberty, and as a rystem of Government many
still believed in the King’s rather than Parliament’s
role as best. QOue of Bacon’s first acts as Attorney-
General was a defence of a proclamation put forth
by James forbidding duelling. Bat some of his
other acts are more doubtful. In the trial of St.John
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burnt accordingly.

On May 24th, 1612, Salisbury died, and Bacou im-
mediately proffered his services to the Kiog as his
successor. Finding that the King had not forgiven
Salisbury for his action in the matter of the Great
Coutract he Ditterly attacked his deceased cousin.
For years he had bowed himself ¢ with bated breath
and whispering humbleness’ to him, seeing in himn at
ouce his hope of preferment and the obstacle to it. To
his coldness he owed it that for years he had had to
practise a servile hypocrisy, waiting upon him for
help which he felt he would never have needed had
the been treated justly. And now the strain is removed,
and he takes his revenge for the long hamiliation by
reviling him to the Kiug whose too faithful servant
he had been and casting scortr upon his bodily weakness
in one of his immortal Essays. But the King did not
see fit to make Bacon his Minister, though he would
seem to have encouraged him to state his views for
his gnidance on the political questions that came to the
front. Salisbury’s influence as the King’s adviser
passed to Northampton aud the favourite Carr, and
to these Bacon now attached himself. He showed
himself in Law-Courts as in Parliament the preat
cbampion of the Prerpgative. He laboured in defence
.of the King’s impositions of various customs; in
the important Whitelocke case he arguved that ‘ the
King could issue commigsions with power to imprison
the bodies or seize the lands and goods of his subjects
without any reference to the Courts of Law;” he insist-
.ed that where political cousiderations entered into
any case the case ought to be withdrawn from trial
before a jury and dealt with by the King’s brerogative.
Coke, one of the most learned lawyers Lngland ever
had, was on the other hand the great champion of
LCommon Law, and to his staunchness the cause of
English liberty owed much in those days of danger.
But it was not merely in theory that these two men



THE LIFE OF BACON, xv

were oppored. Bacon’s competition—unfair and pre-
sumptoous ag Coke regarded it—with him for the post
of Attorney-General in the days of Essex had set that
masterful spirit againet him, and since then wany a
private quarrel had helped to sustain the enmity
‘between them. In Auogust 1613 Bacon found the
opportunity at ounce of advancing himself, paiving
Coke and niding the Kiog’s cause. The Chief Justice
of the Kings Bench having died, Bacon persuaded
the } ing to promcte Coke to his place, to advance
the Attorney-General to Coke’s position as Chief
Jostice of the Common Pleas, and to appoint him
Attorney-(eneral. Coke was thus removed from
the Conrt where he was best able to champion the
popular canse to a post which though nominally higher
was less lucrative, and Bacon was raised to the posi-
tion which he had so long sought—a position in which
he promised to ‘defend the prerogative with all his
might.” Io this bigher position not only did legal
business require mare of his time, but he was more
immediately connected both with the Court and with
the Goveroment, so that it is little wonder that the
seven years which followed are almost barren of
literary and philosophica]l work. His record as At-
torney-General is one which the progress of liberty
has made abhorrent to the mind of to-day. But it
must not be forgotten that he belonged to that
transition-time when the Prerogative, long esta-
blished and little questioned, was- first resisted, and
when the people for the first time were claiming the
right to govern themselves. From the point of view
of Law, I’rerogative perhaps had as mach to say for
itself as Liberty, and as a system of Government many
still believed in the King’s rather thas Parliament’s
role as best. Oue of Bacon’s first acts as Attorney-
General was a defence of a proclamation put forth
by James forbidding duelling. But some of his
other acts are more doubtful. In the trial of St.John
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(1615, for protesting against an attempt to raise a
Benevolence he was Counsel for the Crown. In the
trial of Peacham (1615) a clergyman who had written
but not preached a sermon predicting rebellion against
the King, Bacou showed to much worse advamage
He endeavoured to secure the ends of the Crown by
tricking Peacham into confession of treasvn, and
when this failed he ucted as one of the examiners of
the poor man by torture. He persnaded the King to
consult the Judges separately, lest Coke’s staunch-
ness should shawe the rest into resistance to the
Court, if they were as usval consulted collectively. In
the trial of thie old favourite Carr, now Somerset, for
the murder of Overbury, (1616) he showed similar
weukness. By the custom of the time he might be
justified in thiuking it his duty when once . Govern-
ment had iustituted the prosecution to press the case
though the evidence was iusufficient. But for a full
defence it might be necessary to introduce the King's
name, and to prevent this Bacon obsequiously strained
every nerve. He recomwmended that false prowis-
es of the reyal favour should bLe sent to induce
Sumerset to abandon his defence, and failing this that
as Judge should be found ‘a Steward of Judgment
that inay be able 1o modeiate the evidence and cut
off digressions, for 1 may iuterrupt but I cannct
sileuce.’

In a case in which James had gravted an illegal
monopoly, Bacon, failing 1o defend it successfully, en-
deavoured to prevent Coke from delivering seuteuce
by a writ ordering bim to wait till he had consulted
the King, aud he urged its rewoval to the Court of
Chancery on the ground that * your Chancellor isever
# privcipsl counsellor and instrumeunt of mounarchy of
immediate dependence on the King; and therefore
like to be a safe and tender guardlan of the regal
rights” And in a famous care us to the right of the
King to commend a vacant living to the charge of a
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clergyman, it was again Bacon who intervened with
a writ ordering the Judges to wait for the King’s
vpinion.  Qut of their refusal arose the important
attemnpt of the Councii to force the Judges to promise
that 10 any similar case they would vbey, to which the
noble reply of Coke was that ¢ when that case should
be, he wuuld do that should be fit for a Judye to do.’
Ho alone retused. With such fatal infloence had
Bacen and others like him endangered the proper
administration of the law and established the Prerog-
ative,

Snch was Bacouw’s conduct as the chief Counsel of
the Crown from 1613 to 1616. His relations with the
Court do not brighten the picture. Carr the favourite
of James was anxious to marry Lady Essex. To effect
this, she bad to secure a divorce from her husband,
the son of Bacou’s ol¢ patron.  She succeeded, but her
success was s scandal to the nation’s seuse of justice.
Amony ths festivities which accompanied her marriage
with the favourite, Bacon gave a Masque which cost
him the extravagant sum of £2,000, refusing the re-
quests of others to share with him the burden of his
attempt to gain the fuvour of the guilty but powerful
pair. But two years later a new favourite appeared
and the star of Villiers rose as rapidly as that of
- Somerset sapk. Bacon veered round accordingly and
while he showed himself the King’s servile tool in the
prosecution of Scmerset he luid himself and bis for-
tunes in the hands of bhis rival. Strack with some
counsel Bacon gave himn to guide him in his important
position, the young and inexperienced favourite asked
for furuher directions, and in returo Bacon wrote the
“ Advice to Villiers’ in which he gave him fatherly
and useful lessons in state-craft. Like many another
he hoped much from the ability aud good qualities of
the favourite, bat the flattery with which he above all
others addressed hinn was enough of itself to ruin
Villiers’ character. :

=2

4
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Dauring these years Bacon was almost as conspicuous
in the sphere of politics as in thatof law, It was very
largely owing to his advice that James summoned a
Parliament in 1614. The real aim of this step was to
obtain a grant in aid of the King’s finances which
were now in aun almost desperate condition. Bacon
had. strongly urged that Parliament should be sum-
moned, believing that he would have sufficient
influence with the members to prevent it from giving
trouble, and trusting in his own dexterity to secure
the King’s objects by skilful ‘management.” His
plans included the. diversion of the attention of the
Commons from grievances to foreign politics, the
creation of-suspicion among the opponents.of the.
Crown by “dispersing opinions,’ the ¢ bridling’ of the
lawyers who must be their spokesmen. He hoped
thus to ‘bury and silence’ the burning question of
the Customs’ duties, and to defer the discussion of
grievances till the King had obtamed supplies in view
of possible Continental complications. But his hopes

~were all bafled. His plans for controlling elections
were carried to an extreme in their execution. It was
rumoured that certain ‘undertakers’ had promised to
secure the King a subservient House, and the electors
indignantly returned members of whom an overwhelm-
ing majority were suspicions of the Government.
Bacon’s presence even, as Attorney-General, was called
in question. The House at once took up the discussion
of grievances, and in anger James dissolved it. The
¢ Addled Parliament’ passed no Act, but its importance
in the progress of liberty was by no meauns gmall.

But though he had so signally failed in his endeavour
to induce a Parliament to grant the King’s demands,
be did not yet despair. He drew up a series of papers,
unfortunately lost, to show James how easily he might
free himself from debt. The King’s failure toaccowplish
this' desirable end combined with the fact of Bacon’s
perpetual trouble with his own finances would seem to
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show that his scheme whatever it was was one more
of those impracticable fancies wita which Bacon’s
sanguine temperament was continnaily deludiog him.
Very possibly it was not auconnected with the ¢ Consal-
tation for a I'arliament’ which he put férward at this
time, urging James to summon another Parliament
and to trick it into making him a graat of money by
pretending he vas compelled to seek a remedy for his
debts by secoriog the marriage of his son with the
Spanish Infanta—an nopopular match which Bacon
thought the Commons wonld give much to prevent.

But the Parliaments of 1610 and 1614 had exhaust-
ed the patience of James, who saw more clearly than
Bacou thar the Comwons were too much concerned
with their home grievances to be drawn away from
their discussion by auy rumours of foreign changes,
and were too serious to be dealt with by mere trickery.

Bacon’s services then daring these three years as
Attorney and in Pariiament along with his cultivation
of Villiers’ favour had made his advancement assured.
Aceordiogly when in 1616 Lord Chancellor Elles-
mere resigned, there could be no doabt as to his suc-
cessor. Bacon passed tothe head of Chancery with
the title of Lord-Keeper, which had in Elizabeth’s
time marked the office. T'he offer of it came to him
through Villiers, to whom, as well as to the King, he
returned thanks with strange adalation.

Coke had been disgraced six mouths before. He
had given his enemies a handle agaiost him by an
attempt he had made to prevent an appeal being
carried from his own Court to Chancery. Sammoued
before the Privy Couuncil to explain his action, he
had there been condemned for his resistance to
the Kiug's prerogative, suspended by the King,
and ordered 1o revise certain ralings of his which
were obnoxious to the Crown. Finally the King
removed him from the Bench, on the groand
of his opposition to the King. Buat though Bacon
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nrged that to this ground should be added *deceit,
contempt and slander of the government,” a ¢ perpe-
tiual turbulent carriage,” and an attempt to wmake
hiwself popular by ‘pulling down government,
since he was wanting in all true popular qualities,
James was too just to yield to such petty spite and
. declared that Le held him ‘ po way corrupt but a good:
justicer * and covered him with compliments. Bacon’s °
promotion following his own disgrace could not
fail to stremgthen all Coke’s old feeling of hostil-
ity to the rival whose kuowledge of law be despised,
whose principles and chawpionship of the prerogative
Le loathed, and whose preferment he would regard as-
due solely to subservience to royalty and the most
unworthy arts,

Bacon had promised, in his appeals to the King to
make him Chancellor, to cbey him obsequijonsly, and
to use the power of ‘overruling the Judges’ which
the office brought with it for the support ot the King.
In his thanks to Villiers for the promise of the post
he wrote ‘I will now wholly rely on your excellent
and happy self......... 1 will break into twenty pieces
before you bear the least fall” But when once Lord-
Keeper, he seems to bave forgotten how utterly he de-
pended on Buckingham’s favour, and to have consid-
ered that he was in a position at last to follow his
own counscience or intelligence. Surely as head of the
Privy Council, as highest officer in the kingdom, he
might use his own judgment. What else did his
promotion mean but that he was recognised as
what he had always felt himself, the ablest man in
the kingdom and that the King trusted him fally ?
Many of his first acts as Lord-Keeper might well have
confirmed the trust of the King. He defended the
Spanish Match which he had always hitherto op-
posed. He nsed his influence over the Judges in
favour of the prerogative. He persuaded them to
allow the extension of the jurisdiction of the High
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Commission Court. Bat in the absence of James and
Buckingham in Scotland he thought he might govern
for them. Cousequently acting on his own judgmeant,
supported by the Council, he held back a proclamation
sentby Jamesbiddingthe nobility to leave London,con-
sidering it no longer necessary as most had already
-gone. This offended James, but he gave worse offence
20 Buckingham. Buckingham’s brother sought to marry
the danghter of Coke, who assented tothe match. Her
mother carrying the girl off to prevent it, Bacon took
her side ia the consequent quarrel with Coke, fearing,
as he confessed later to Buckingham, that ¢this alli-
ance would go uear tolose him’ Backingham’s favour,
which might be trausferred to Coke. Presuming
apon his influence with Buckinghaw, Bacon wrote to
hin warning him pot to allow hLis brother ‘ to marry
into & disgraced house.” He persuaded the Council
to snmmon Coke before the Star Chamber on a charge
of ‘riot and force’ in carrying his daughter away
from her mother’s home. But the Secretary of State,
‘being accused of arding Coke, produced ‘a letter of
approbation of all his coarses from the King’ which
non-plussed Coke’s oppouents. Jamesand Bucking-
ham severely reprimanded Bacon, the latter accusing
hin toall—as a friend at Court wrote to Bacon—* as if
it were an inveterate custom with you to be unfaith-
ful uuto him, as you were to the Earls of Essex and
Somerset,” and reproaching himself for“not listen-
ing to others that dissnaded his affection for you
and vot to mount you so high.! Already, wrote
his friend, * There is laid np for you many peti-
tions to His Majesty against you.” Coke had hur-
ried to the Court and gained Bockingham’s ear.  Bacon’s
fall seemed at hand. Nothing saved him but
the most abject sabmission. He wrote again and
again to the King and to Buckingbam, till the latter
felt that he had learnt the lesson of obsequiousuess
once for all. According to Buckingham the King was
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appeased with greater difficulty. He writes ‘T was
forced upon my knees to beg of His Majesty that he
would put no public act of disgrace upon you and,
as I dare say, no other person would have been pa-
tiertly heard in this suit by His Majesty but myself.’
How Bacon expressed his gratitude may ‘easily be
imagined. - When the Court returned to London the
marriage was celebrated and the rich dowry paid by
Coke. Coke was re-admitted to the Council, but Bacon
was restored to favour. Thus had he averted a dis-
grace which would have been no dishonour.

Bacon had learnt only too thoroughly the lesson
of submission to Buckmoham whose wmalign inter-
ference was beginning more and more to be felt in
all departments of the State. Bacou who had expect-
ed to share in the government of the country found
himself merely the favourite’s tool. His soul was no
longer his own. Scarcely was he restored to favour
when Buckingham brought pressure to bear on him
on behalf of a suitor in his Court. Bacon showed a
little restiveness but finding his expostulation vain
submitted. Henceforth as Gardiner puts it ‘ Bacon
was exposed to a constant flow of letters from Buck-
ingham asking him to show favour to this person or
that.” In only one case however is Bacon’s obse-
quiousness known to have resulted in the perversion
of justice. After deciding a Chancery case agumat a
Dr. Steward who had been guilty of frand in the
administration as guardian of the estate of his nephew,
Bacon reopened the case nt the dictation of Bucking-
ham, who was friendly to Dr. Steward, and overturned
his own judgment.

No wonder that an on-looker wrote ¢ His Lordship
hath of late much iosinuated into the King and Mar-
quis’ favour” He was rewarded by being granted
the higher rank of Lord Chancellor with an increase
of salary of £600 in January 1618, and six months
later was raised to the Peerage under the title Baron
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" Verulam. Meanwhile in all the State triuls of the .-

time he bore bis part as the mouthpiece of tl.e Court.
His conduct in the trial of Raleigh recalls his treat-
ment of Essex. There was the same accusation of
hypocrisy and the same bullying of the accnsed.
Against the dead Raleigh as against Essex too his pen
was used by the Court to vindicate its action tu the
people. The Howards, jealous of Buckingham’s in-
fluence, had put forward a rival to supplant him in
the favour of the King. Their failure was followed
by the punishment of themselves and their friends.
In the trial of their head, Suffolk the Lord Treasurer,
before the Star Chamberonthe charge of corruption and
embezzlement, Bacon did what was expected of him,
DPaily he reported to Buckingham the progress of the
trial. Suffolk wrote a letter of subumission to the
King, Bacon kept it back.. He refused to delay the
trinl that Snffolk might bring witnesses from Ireland.
As he told Buckingham he did ‘a little warm the
business”’ by speeches calculated to prejudice the de-
fendant’s case. ' On another oceunsion he reports ¢ the
~evidence went well, I will not say I sometime help
it as far us was fit for a Judge.’

© Stll more discredituble was his conduct in thé
trial of Yelverton, the Attorney-General, a friend of
the Howards but distingnished in that age of servil-
ity by his sturdy independence. Alone he had stood
by Bacon in the crisis of 1617 aiid dared in his bebalf
the vengeance of Bockingham. After Suffolk’s fall
Yelverton’s was certain, but so far from defending
bim Bacon seems deliberately to have stirred up Buck-
ingham to his ruin. He accuses him of remissness
and mismanagement in the prosecution of Suffolk,

and of half-heartedness in supporting the prevogative

iu the watter of monopolies. At last Yelverton gave
his watchful foes & handle. Having received from .
James directions as to a new Charter which he was to

draw up for the city of London, the Attorney-General
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throngh inadvertence inserted some unimportant
clanses which the King had not authorised. He was
at once charged before the Star Chamber, and thongh
the worst that could be said was that he had made a
mistake, Bacon pressed the case to his ruin. He
argued that mistake springs from want of respect,
and taking the leading part throughont succreded in
securing » sentence of dismissal from office, a fine
of £4,000 and imprisonment during the Kinv’s
pleasure, Wherever it was possible to make a point
however unfair against his former friend he took
care to make 1, and in the veport of their trinmph
to Buckingham he writes ¢ How I stirred the Court I
leave it to others to speak.’

While such was his work in the Star-Chamber, hq
did his best for the King also in Council, though his
views do not commend themselves in the light of
to-day. He proposed that torture should be applied to
Peacock, a half-mad fellow who had used witcheraft to
injure the King, Protesting that the King’s poverty
would be found graven on his heart asCalais on Mary’s,
he suggested devices for remedying it and aided in
carrying them out. Thus he succeeded in persuad-
ing his colleagues on the Beunch to impose a fine of
£180,000 on certain Dutch merchants who had carried
bullion out of the country. And when neither such
expedients nor the retrenchment effected by the new
Finaunce minister Cranfield availed, it was Bacon who
again urged the King to summon Parliament and -
advised him how best it might be managed.

In January 1621 Bacon was at the climax of his
prosperity. He was high in the favour of the King
and favourite. He believed himself popular in the
country. He had just published his most imposing
work—the Novum Organum. He had just received

-his eighth promotion—to the title of Viscount St.

Alban’a,  On January 22nd, 1621, he celebrated his
gixtieth birthday by a banquet at York House, the
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house of his birth, where amidst all the noble and in-

tellectnal society of the time Ben Jonson recited his

« Address to the Genina of the House,” in which with

words which approaching events were to change to

satire he complimented the host on his fortunate life—
Whose even thread the Fates spin round and full
Out of their choicest and their whitest wool.

His own gervility had however nndermined his for-
tune. When the King decided to summon Parlia-
ment he had consulted hisx Council as to how he migh$
hest, conciliate it.  In October 1620 a Committee was
appointed for the ¢ pernsing of the former grievances
and of things of like natore which have come in
since.” In the following month this Committee at the
head of which' was Bacon presented its report, iu
which it recommended that the King should redress
certain grievances before Parliament met—on some
of which a word of explanation is necessary. In the
old days when trade depended uvpon the King’s
Peace, even internal trade was recognised as being
under the control of the King. The royal Preroga-
tive in this matter had gradually been restricted, but
at the beginning of the Seventeenth Centary certain,
vestiges remained. One of theve was the right to
grant Monopolies or Patents. Elizabeth had used
this right to reward her servants, but the numberand
character of the grants became such as to interfers
serionsly with the trade and comfort of her subjects.
To save the prerogative she made a virtue of neces-
sity and cancelled most of her grants in 1601. From
that time it was recoguised that patents conld righfly
be granted only under certain conditions. It was re-
quired that before the grant of a patent was valid it
must be pronounced good in law by the Jndzes and
-certified to be ‘ convenient’ by the King’s advisers.
Convenience implied some such benefit as the encour-
-agewment of invention, the improvement of manufac-
tuare, the remedying of a glut or under-production,
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the regulation of dangerous traffic. Inhis Advice to
Villiers (1616, Bacon had written  But especially care
must be taken that Monopolies (which are the cankerof
all trades) be by no meduns admitted under the pretence
or specious colour of the public good.” - This advice
Buckingham had disregarded. Upon his relatives and
friends he bad freely bestowed patents more or less
lacrative, and no one had more lavishly certified their
legality and convenience than the giver of that
advice, now Lord Chancellor. The result was that
in July 1620 an observer at the Court could writg :—
¢ In truth the world doth even groan under the burthen
of these perpetual Patents ; which are become so fre-
gquént that whereas af the King’s coming in there
were complaints of some eight or mine Monopolies
then in being, they are now said to be maltiplied by
S0 many scores.’

Among the grievances then dealt within the Report
of the Committee Patents vaturally were prominent.
Passing over mauny which had created less widespread
discontent on the ground that to direct notice to them
wounld ‘give more scandal that soch things were
 granted than canse thanks that they be now rev (»Led
the Committee recommended that certain that were

“most in speech’ and were most obnoxious should be
withdrawn by the King. Foremost of these were
three in which Buckingham was indirectly conceraned.
Of these Bacon wrote to him as follows: * Yonr Lord~
ship may find that in the number of Patents which
we have represented as like to be stirred in by the
Lower House of Parliament we have set down three
which may concern some of your Lordship’s special
friends which [ account as mine own friends ; and so
I showed when they were in suit. Specially the first
two of themw are more rumounred both by the valgar
‘and by the gentlemmen yea and by the Judges thew-
selves than any other Patents ab this day. .. .. How-
soever let me know your will and I will go your way.”
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The King left the Council to decide, apparently show-
ing some vnwillingness to make any coucession that
would seem to restrict his Prerogative, and the Coun-
cil decided, against Bacon’s suggestion, to meet Parlia-
ment withont first abating the grievances, though
with the ides of coneiliating opposition and obtaining
supplies by doing so when Parliament brought them
forward.

The new Parliament met Javuary 30th, 1621, in a
more complaigant mood than any other of the reign.
Bag thongh they were anxions to work in harmony with
the King, the members did their duty by the people.
Bacon had hoped that they might busy themselves
with the state of the Continent and the caunse of the
Protestant Elector Palatine and so pass over the ques-
tions of internal reform and the Prerogative. He was
soon undeceived. Within a week of the opening of the
Session a Committee of Grievances was appointed.
Another was “set to inquire into abuses in the Courts of
Justice and receive petitions about them.” The objec-
tionable Monopolies were at once assailed, the first
and worst being Mompesson’s Patent for Ions which
Bacon Lad certified in 1616 to be both convenient
and legal. The Committee reported this as ‘good
neither in law nor executinon.” Buckingham and the
King at once shielded themselves behind those who
had certified the patents—the Referees as they were
called. James expressiy addressed the Upper House
on March 10th throwing the blame ¢ upon others who
mwisled him.” Bacon as the chief of these, sceing his
danger, warned the King against the mistake of
surrendering his counsellors and threw himself upon
Buckingham’s help. Coke and Cranfield pressed the
matter 1a the Commons, both having private quarrels
with Bacen, but, the King and favourite agreéing to
put an end to monopolies, the peril seemed likely to
pass. At this point however a new danger opened
before him. The Commons’ Committee on the Courts
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of Justice had received against Bacon ¢ divers peti-
tions, many frivolous and clamorous, many of weight
and conseqnence.” His management of the Court of
Chancery was showan to be faulty. His servants were
not innocent of scandalous abuses, and Cranfield
accnsed the Chancellor himself of improperly dis-
charging insolvent debtors, Two days after this
however matters took a more serious tarn. Two com-
plaints were made to the Gommittee that the Chancel-
dor had been guilty of corruption. - A certain Aubrey
asserted that while a suitor before him in Chancery
he had presented Bacon with £100, and a certain
Egerton that nnder similar circumstances he had
given him £400, nominally for- past services as
Counsel. In each -case the Chancellor had given
judgwent against the corrupt suitor. On the Com-
mittee’s Report, the Commons- laid the matter befure
the Lords, as affecting a Peer, and left it with them.
The strain made Bacon ill. A proposal by the King
that he shonld appoint a tribunal was rejected—and
in the end he left the judgment to the Lords. Before
the Committees which they appointed new witnesses
constantly appeared, bringing new charges against
. the falling Chancellor. Bacon’s hopes lay in the
intervention of Jawes and the influence of Bucking-
ham. But James prided himself on his justice as
the British Solomon and was unwilling to seem to
shield corruption. The case took its course. Bacon,
too unwell to attend, appesled piteourly to King and
Peers, protesting his inuocence in heart. If his acts
.condemned him, bhis intentions were pure. 'The
utmost he was guilty of was mistake—strange pleas to
.come from the prosecutor of Hssex and the Judge of
Yelverton. Buckingham tried to save him by urving
the King to dissolve Parliament, but the King refused.
Almost daily the list of charges grew, one of his own
servants, John Churchill, making himself conspicuous
in bringing evidence. On April 19th the House -
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gathered all the charges into one brief. When it
came informally before Bacon he saw at once that
defence was impossible, and iminediately semt to
the Peers by the Prince of Wales a confession of his
guilt in general terms (April 22.) It was useless he
said to single out details to which he might justly
object. There wus ‘ matter envugh to move me to
desert the defence and to move your Lordships to
condemn and censure we.” He begged the King to
save him from a sentence of the House, asserting that
‘the very taking away the Seal upon my general
#ubmission will be as wuch in example for these four
handred years as any further severity. But because
he that taketh bribes is apt to give bribes I will go
further and present your Majesty with a bribe. Ior
if your Majesty give me peace and leisare I will present
your Majesty with a goud history of kingland and &
better digest ot your laws.” But James would not
interfere. When ‘ The humbl- submission and sup-
plication of the Lord Chancellor’ wus read to the
Lords, it was unanimously decided to be insnflicient.
The definite charges made against him must be defin-
itely confessed or definitely met. It was only due to
the Commons that when they bad accused a Peer of
corruption the cese should be properly tried, not
shelved by a general submission before the articles
had Leen formelly laid before the culprit. This was
now done and he was required to confess or defend
himself on each. At once he acknowledged corrup-
tion aud drew up a definite confession on each charge.
Twenty-eight articles in all formed the accusation
and his confession. Ope of these referred to his
careless indifference to the exactions of his servants,
twelve to gifts or loans from suitors while their case
was before him, three to gifts from rival companies
between whom he was arbitrating, and ten to the
reception of presents after a suit was ended. The
Lords’ investigations had thus practically confirmed.
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his declaration to the King before they were
.complete. He had then distinguished ¢ three cases of
bribery supposed in a Judge,” (1)‘a corrupt bargain’
of which he wrote ¢ I take myself tobe innocent...... in
my heart,’ (2)° carelessness in receiving a gift while
the cause is going on’ as to which he ‘confessed I
doubt in some particulars I nay be faulty,” and (3)
‘ receiving a gift after it is ended’ of which he
declared ¢ I conceived it to be no fault.’ )
The Lords were scarcely prepared tor this com-
plete abandonment of defence. To a deputation
whom they sent to ask him if his signature was
genuine, he said ‘ Itis my act, my hand, my heart. I
beseech your Lordships to be merciful to a broken
+eed.” Since he was too ill to come to the House, the
verdict and sentence were pronounced in his absence.
Unanimously the Lords passed their verdict ¢ The
Lord Chancellor is gnilty of the matters wherewith
he is charged.” Over the sentence there was more
discussion. The King had already taken the Great
Seal from him. The idea of pnnishing him by death
was at ouce set aside. Southampton’s proposal to
.degrade him from the Peerage was also rejected. It
was unanimously resolved that he was never again to
sit in Parliament. Buckiogham pleaded that this
aight suffice, urging that he was too sick to live long.
But these penalties were added, Buckingham alone.
dissenting :—(1) a fine of £40,000, (2) Imprisoument
in the Tower during the King’s pleasure, (3) He was
to be incapable of holding any public office, (4) He
was forbidden to come within the verge of the Court.
Over the exact meusure of Bacon’s guiltiness in
the matters with which he was charged discussion
baslong raged. Some forgetting how our ideas of
right have developed have regarded him as being as
guilty as a Judge who acted to-day as he did would
‘be. Others bave written on the other hand as if he
had been the innocent victim of party spite. Perhaps



THE LIFE OF BACON. xxxi

Bacon’s own view is not far from the truth.. He con-
fessed ¢ the sentence just and for reformation fit,” yet
claimed to be the justest Chancellor since his father’s
death. He had been culpably careless in receiving

money from suitors while their cases were in Court.’

But in none of the cases mentioned was he accused of
giving a corrupt verdict. - In maqst cases raised he
had decided against the donor. In others he had
simply confirmed verdicts already given. Still on

these counts sarely the sentence was just. To the

charges that he had received gifts from successful
~ saitors after their snits were ended from the first he

had one reply—he conceived it ta be wvo fault. It
waa a practice rife in the Courts® and indeed in those
days thesu presents were recognised as a regular
perquisite, supplementing a Judge’s official salary.
Bacon’s disgrace put an end to it -for ever. The
sentence was ¢ for reformation fit.” The pity of it
was that he, in so-many respects the foremost man of
the day, shounld not have seen what his accusers and
Judges saw, that the practice was indefensible. But

that for money he had éver sold justice was not esta- °

blished, and scarcely. indeed snggested. In this

respect indeed his hands were pure. Like his victims'

Essex and Raleigh and Yelverton, he too could claim
that his intentions were purer than his deeds. With
his condemnation for corraption, the charges of mis-
management were suffered to lapsé, and the proceed-
ings against the Referees were dropped when the
‘King nnd Buckingham declared for a Bill proliibiting
Monopolies, which however was rejected by the Lords,

It was perbaps as well for Bacon that his fall came .

as it did. . For more worthy of censure than his negli~
gence and duloess of moral sense, which he shared
with many of his time, was his servile puarchase of
Buckingham’s favour by the prostitution of his place
and talents not for money but for office, a course

nseful indeed to the favourite and the King but
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supremely dungerous to the liberties of the nation.
Few if any but would rate the guilt for which he was
condemned lower than the guilt from condemnation
for which his fall saved him.

The sentence pronounced upon him though seew-
ingly heavy was in fact light. Iu response to a
request of the Lords, who had begun to think that,
through his sickness and the King’s consideration for
him, he would escape this mark of disgruce, he was
actually committed to the Tower, but 1t was under-
stood that his imprisonment was but nowinal, and in
_ three days he waus set at liberty. The fine also was
rather a mark of the heinousness of his guilt than a
real punishment. As the first charge on his estate it
shielded himn from his other creditors, uantil it was re-
mitted after no long time. His exclusion from the
Verge of the Court was also ended by a royal proclam-
ation, when after one refusal he counseuted to surren-
der York Place to Buckingham indirectly. The only
penalties which remaived in ferce a year after his
sentence were his exclusion from P'arliament and his
disability to hold office. With the partial remission
of the sentence came forgetfulness of the seriousness
of the offence. He saw no reason why the King
should not employ him aguin, even in spite of Parlia-
ment, and though he bad ostensibly given himself
over to literary and philosophical purenits, again and
again ho thrust himself under the notice of James as a
candidate for oftice. The old struggle between the
active political life and the quiet pursuit of knowledge
which had always made it possible for him to repre-
sent himself as kept out of his native atmospbere —
whichever he might for the time be engaged in—con-
tinued to the last. :

But James was not the man to employ a Judge duly
condemned for bribery, so that Bacon was fain to give
himself up to the pursuits from which he had so long
been more or less debarred. Since his appointment
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as Attorney-General bis only philosophical work bad
been the frequent revision of his Novuw: Urganum
which be bad published in October 1620. Now however
he was free from the entanglement of public business,
and the days flew bappily by as he studied, experi-
mented and wrote nmong his literary dependants and
friends in retirement at his Gorhambury house. In
16 2 he publisbed his admirable History of Henry VII,
and various ‘scientific works—Mhis hankering after a
political life appearing however in the publication of
the ¢ Advertisement touching a Holy War.” In 1623
he wrote his History of Life and Death, and published
his De dugmentix, the greatly enlarged Latin form of
the Adcancement of Learning. This year too he sought
an office of dignity and ease to which he might have
added lustre and which might Lave afforded hima
congenial sphere—that of Provost of Eton; bat it
had been already promised to another. In 1624 were
given to the world his 4pophthegms, which has been
described as the best collection of witty savings in
existence, and his Trunslation of certain Praliis, both
made to solace himself in sickness. The following
vesar he published the third and fival Edition of his
Esrays.

Many of his hopes it is true were blighted in these
years of retirement. Office was to be his po more.
His petitions to the King to make it possible for him
to live ont of debt and wapt were unheeded. His
sentence was not wholly annulled, so that he was not
saved as he piteously scught from *dying in igno-
winy.” But debt never tronbled Him much ; to neces-
&ity he was never exposed ; if office was denied him he
had abundaut resources in himself; and from the
thought of ignominy he could easily turn with that
happy power of absorption in work which never failed.
His Secretary, describing him at this time, says
‘He wus always the rame both in sorrow and joy,
as a philosopher ought,’ and holds himup to allas ‘ a

B—3
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memorable example of virtue, kindness, peacefulness
-and patience.” Thus amid the admiration of servants,
.the kindness of friends, the quiet routive of a country
home, the delights of literature, the pleasures of
scientific pursuits, he found abundant compensation
for his exile from office and Court. One solace that
might have been looked for perhaps was wanting.
What the cause of estrangement was is unknown, but
his wife is not mentioned during this period, save that
in his will ¢ for just and great causes’ he revokes his
former provision for her and leaves her to * her right”
only. -

His end came a year after the accession of Char-
les I. In March 1626 he was riding from Loudon to
Highgute, meditating on modes of .preserving flesh
from decay. Suddenly conceiving the idea that cold
would do this, and ‘anxious to experiment forthwith,
he alighted, bought a fowl, and stuffed it with snow.
In doing so he caught a chill which brought on a
fever of which he died on Easter Sunday morning,a
fortnight later,

In bis Will he had left directions for the foundation
of two well-paid lectureships at Cambridge or Oxford
in Natural Philosophy. But he died, as he had lived,
in debt, his assets scarcely reaching one-third of his
liabilities, so that alike his legacies to friends and
his intended endowments of science came to nothing.
Thus we mark, as in life, so in death, the character-
istic combination of kindliness of heart, great schemes,
good intentions, sanguineness of estimate, and short-
coming in practice.

BACON’'S CHARACTER.

The foregoing sketch of Bacon’s Life might bave
been left to tell its own tale but for the notoriety of
some of the various views expressed as to Bacon's
character. The eulogistio biographer, the iconoclas-
tic critic, the antithetical epigrammatist have found
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in Bacon a character upen to their varied treatment.
One has explained away allseeming defects, till Bacon
seemns compact of goodness. Another has painted each
fault in the most glaring colour, till his character seems
all evil, And another brings the two views together,
and shows us two Bacous in one, the private full of
excellence, the public fulse and corrupt. Perhaps
the prevalent view has been hitherto that of Pope
who vses Bacon as the illustration of the compatibility
of great knowledge and genius with an evil character.
*If parts sllure thee, think how Bacon shined
The brightest, wisest, meanest of mankind.’

Bat the world knows more of Bacouthan it did in Pope’s
days, and is better able alike to fix bis place in the
ranks of intellect and to judge upon his character.
1f few are now prepared to assign to Bacon the supre-
macy io knowledge and thought which was claimed
for him by his admirers of last century, equally few
would covdemn him to the depth of infamy which
should attend the meanest of mankind.

The antithesis is exaggerated in each part. The
eagerness to point & moral has led the poet and
multitudes of his readers iuto a false estimate at once
of Bacon’s parts and of his vices.

And yet it is scarcely possible to exaggerate
Bacou’s parts. In these days of specialists we have
learnt that real greatness requires the concentration
of ove’s powers on a few objects, at most. Bacon
suffered by a diffuseness of aim. And it is rather
for what be might have achieved in any one pursuit
than what he did achieve that men now call him great.
Bat perhaps we should fall back upon the test of earlier
times and judge him not by suptreme achievements in
any one pursuit, but by the number of pursuitsin which
he showed his ability to achieve a certain success.
There have been greater scholars, greater lawyers,
greater statesmen, greater philosophers, greater scien-
tists, greater orators, greater writers. But who has
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united all” these characters in himself as Bacon
did 7 Remarkable in each of them, so that in any
list of the English representatives of each class his
pame would occur, he is most remarkable in the ver-
satility which enahled him to shine in all. He had
many interests, and while he gave his wind to each,
his immense intellectual power enabled him to excel
in its pursait.

His scholarship was wide. The reading of his earlier
years gave him a grasp of the literature of the past
which he never lost. His allusions and quotations show
that he never ceased to read even in his busiest years.
His knowledge of Law was ‘disparaged’ by Coke,
bat was evidently greater than that of all his other
contemporaries. As a statesman bhe wight have
ranked among the foremost bad he fallen on
better days. Inthe opinion of Mr. S. R. Gardiner,
had James given himself wp to’ Bacon’s guid-
ance, England might never have known the Re-
volutions of the Sixteenth Century. The great
historian seems however to overlook Bacon’s defects
as a politician, and to attach too little importance to
Bacon’s sanguineuness and carelessness in estimating
what he could do. Of his position among philosophers
and scientists a more detailed estimate will be given
later. But at least it may be said that fn this respect
he was the most prominent Englishman of his day.
The qualities which'give him his eminence as a writer -
we shall also gangelater. What he wasas an orator let
Ben Jonson say in oft-quoted words written after
Bacon’s death. ¢ Yet there happened in my time one
noble speaker who was full of gravity in his speaking.
His language (when he could spare a jest) was nobly
censorious. No man ever spoke more neatly, more
pressly, more weightily, or suffered less emptiness, less
idleness in what be uttered. No member of his speech
bat consisted of his (its) own graces. His hearers
could not cough or look aside from him without loss.
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He commandvd where he spoke and W qwé}'
angry and pleased at his devotion. N
their affections more in his power. The fear of every
wan that heard him was lest he should make an end.”
It is the intellectnal power of Bacon combined
with ita adaptability that gives the key to his life.
- Nature intended Bacon for a student. Science
claimed him for her own. From the begioning he
felt himself ‘called’ to a life of Philosophy. He
ssw in such a life the sphere in which he conld best
serve mankind. And at first he cherished nothing
Lut the desire to devote himself to this career.
Even a philosopher however needs sustenance, and
in 13592 Bacon is compelled to face the question
of a livelihood. He appeals to Burghley for ‘some
middie place I could discharge,” giving as bis reasous
his nnxiety to deserve well of the Queen and his
friends, especially Burglley, the meanness of his
estate, and ‘the commandment of more wits than
a man’s own’ which he would be able to secure
were he in some pusition of influence ¢For’ he
writes ‘] have taken all knowledge to be my pro-
vinee” Failing Burghley’s help he adds ‘I will
eell the inheritance that [ have and purchase some
lease of quick revenue of some office of gain that
shall be executed by deputy, and eo give over all
care of service and become some sorry book-maker
or a true pivneer inthe mineof trath.’ With this
attitude little fault can he found. The philosophic
life which God intended him to lead holds the first
place in bis thoughts, the office he asks is sought only
to enable him to lead it more effectuslly. And in
all his best moments till the end of his life Bacon
recognised his vocation. In 1397 in his Dedication
of the Fasays to his brother Anthooy he expresses his
longing to confine himself ¢ to these contemplations
and stodies for which I am best fitted.” In 1603 in
s Proem to his ¢ Interpretation of Natare’ he-

BACON’S CHARACTER.
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renounces politics for philosophy. ‘When I found
that my zeal was mistaken for ambition and my life
‘bad already reached the turning-point and my
breaking health reminded me how ill I could afford
to be 8o slow, and I reflected moreover that in leav-
“ing undone the good that I could do by myzelf alone
. and applying myself to that which could not be done
without the help and consent of others, I was by no
means discharging the duty that lay upon me, I put
all those thoughts (of office) aside and in pursaance
of my old determination, betook myself wholly to
this work (of interpreting Nature).’ . ’
Unfortunately however Bacon did uwot abide by
this resolution, and, as we have seen, from 1604
onwards to 1621 became increasingly absorbed in
political affairs. Yet his conscience was not quiet.
Again and again js the cry wrung from him that
he has departed from his duty. ‘Maultum incola
fuit avima mea '—‘ My soul has long been a
sojourner,” dwelling in slien and uncongenial pur-
suits—he writes again and again, as he thinks of
the pleasures of learping sucrificed for place. To
this* thought he 'returns in the pathetic prayer he
wrote at the time of his fall. ¢ Thousand have been
my sins and ten thousand my transgressions’ he con-
fesses, but this is reserved as their culmination. ‘I
confess before thee that I am debtor to Thee for the
gracious talent of thy gifts and graces, which I bave
mis-spent in things for which T was least fit; so ss 1
may truly say, my soul hath been a stranger in the
course of my pilgrimage. Be merciful onto me,
O Lord, for my Saviour’s rake.’
¢ The history of Bacon’s life is & record of the
temptations by which he was altured from philosophy,
of struggles, penitences, relapses and final failare.’
So Dr. Abbott writes, and scarcely overstates the.
case.
Nor were Bacon’s penitences unnatural, in view of
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the estimate he set upon his vocation. For as he tells
us in the Proem he believed that by devoting him-
self to scientific discovery, he might become, so special-
ly iifted was he, ¢ the beuefactor of the human race, the
Exctender of the Kingdom of Man over the Universe,
the Champion of human liberty, the Destroyer of
Man's bonds.’

With this keen sense of his vocation, how then did
Bacon come to turn from it? It has been suggested
that his financial difficulties were the cause of his
degeneration—that finding himself involved in debts
at an early age and never being able to free himself
from them, he was compelled to seek office and
when in office to cling to it in a manner which would
under other circomstances have been impossible to
him. Doubtless this motive was not absent, but
Bacon’s financial liabilities always weighed lightly on
him, and he has himself given more natural grounds
for his conduct. Some of these have already been -
mentioned in referring to his appeal to Barghley.
Oue of them may well he emphasised. Bacon constant-
ly spoke of his need of helpers if his life-work was to be
done, and by that need felt himself justified in seek-
ing infloential friends and raising himself to a posi-
tion in which he could command assistance. *One
must employ factors and merchants® to collect facts,
he writes. In hia Commentarius Solutus he jots down
the names of men who on accounnt either of their abil-
ity or their inflaence are to be drewn ¢n to assist him
in his scientific schemes. These included the collec-
tion of observations in all branches of Science on the
widest possible scale—a work us he saw * for a King or
Pope or some College or Order’ rather than for an in-
dividoal. Failing the King, he persuaded himself
that he might succeed, could he exercise the wide in-
fluence of a leading minister of the Crown.

Other motives no doubt combined with this. Hia
love of pomp and power, his consciousness of philan-
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thropic aimns, his passion for being occupied, his anxie-
ty to show ¢ pragmatical men’ that learning does not
disqualify for practical business, all couspired to
tempt him from the path of duty. But most of all
would he be drawn away by his intellectual force. He
had been ‘imbued in politics from childhood,” and
when mediocritics were muddling the affairs of the
kingdom or monarchs were stumbling along, Bucon’s
training and insight often enabled hiin to see what
line the national welfare or the sovereign’s necessities
demanded. Too sanguine and self-confident he cer-
tainly was, but it is doubtful whether any British
E{oliticiau between Burghley and Pym except Sir

eary Neville had half the political ability of Bacon.
It was this sense of mastery of the political problems
of the day and his impatience at the shifilessness of
the successive ministers that drew from Bacon the
copious letters of advice on religious and political
affairs with which be tried to lead Elizabeth and
James, and it was the same self-confidence that led
him to seek office in the first instance, to cling -to
it till his fall, and even after his disgrace 1o advise
the King and hope for restoration.

The more exciting career of politics with its show
and variety, its publicity and power, its material
promise and its present gain allured him from the
quiet and steady pursuit of knowledge, till he counld
but look back on misused talent and a mis-spent life.

For Bacon’s choice was made not between two pure
careers, but between a path of beneficent philosophi-
cal study and a course of demoralising intrigue. A
political career may have its dangers now, but poli-
tical life in the days of Bacon was s weltering
mass of corruption. James I. declared that if he
dismissed all his servants who took. bribes he would
have noue left. And bribery was less marked than
the ‘practice,’ the falsehood and cunning of fac-
tion against faction, and rival against rival. When



BACON’S CHARACTER. xlt

Bacon turned from philosophy to politics, he knew
how he was lowering his standard of life. He might
be able to turn power when he had attained it to the
eervice of Science, but none knew better than he the
meanness and trickery, the simalation and dissimula-
tion, the conning and the treachery through which
he must pass to secure and retnin that power.
Machiavellianism was the road to power, and his
FEssuys prove bevond dispate how thoroughly Bacon
understood this. If a man sought power, he could
not refuse to tread that road. ‘It is’ says Bacon
‘ the solecism of power to think to command the end
and yet not to endure the mean.’ The aptest of
Machiavelli’s pupils, he set himself without compunec-
tion ‘to endure the mean’ to his end. Hence his
treachery to Essex, his aduldtion of Salisbury, his
sycophancy to James, his browlity to Somerset
and Yelverton and Raleigh, his corrrupt truckling
to Buckingham. 8o that, even if he be credit-
ed in his pursuit of power with the purest desire to
use it benevolently, he cannot be acquitted of surren-
dering himself to a course of ever-deepening evil in
the very doubtful anticipation that he might from base
means secure noble ends. For, as his Commentarius
Solutus and other writings show, his treacheries and
eimnlations were not faunlts in wphich he was over-
taken, not sudden temptations by which he was sur-
prised, but incidents often deliberately plauned in a
cold-blooded system of policy. Whether Machiavelli
carried out the Machiavellian principles or not, there
isno doubt that Bacon did. He at least perfected the
art of self-advancement by self-centred intrigne, and
followed it with little more compunction thar had it
been the noblest of the arts. ‘

The demoralisation that followed Bacon’s choice of
office-seeking rather than the pursuit of knowledge
as his aim may be traced point by point in his life.
Yet this does but bring out more clearly one remark-
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able feature in his character.. Of his vast confidence
in his own powers mention has already been made.
His self-complacency, his satisfaction with his conduct,
‘was almost as vast. Apart from the occasional re-
grets for a life of leisnred stndy, he seems to see
little to repent of in his life of subservience while
it lasted. Never man had greater power of self-
delusion. He forgets his baseness in the noble ends
:it was to secure. Of his bribes he never thinks until
they are’ brought into public notice. Even after his
.disgrace he shows a tendency to regard himself al-
most as & just man suffering wrongfully throngh the
petty spite of private foes.

Both his seif-confidence and his self-complacency
sprang from the combination in him of self-centred-
pess. and optimism. Self certainly loomed large in
Bacon’s mind. His Essays on ¢ Parents and Children,’
‘ Marriage,” * Friendship,” show how incapable he
was of any kind of real affection. The old Greek
proverb of worldliness was often on his lips ¢ Love
as if you were sometime to hate, and hate as
if you were sometime to love.' -Aud his wbole
life—and especially his connexion with Essex—proves
how thoroughly he acted up to his precepts. Yet
this selfishness was compatible with kindness. Nothing
pleased him bettqr than that others should be
helped by him. %o his dependants he was un-
varyingly benevolent, and one and all speak of his
goodness. Bat this was only of a part with the
pleasure he felt in having all the accompaniments of
power—troopsof followers, servants, helpers, contribut-
mg to his own maguificence. His ostentation equalled
his ambition, and aven in his ruin he maintained almost
.a8 much state as in his prosperity. - :

Compatible with his self-centredness too was his
innate desire to benefit mankind as a whole. As we
have seen he could subordinate this to personal gain,
but it filled alarge place in his character. He felt
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himself borp to be, and really longed to be and be re-
cognised as, the great Benefactor of Mankind, to
whom men should owe a mastery over Natare which
would make sllits agencies useful instruments in
their hands. But with all these great schemes in
which he himself was to be the main agent, he shows
no epecial hamanity when ha himself was not con-
cerned. He treats war as a mere incident in the
political game without any thought of its agonies.
The love of men, especially men of acience, for the
beasts and birds of Natnre seems wanting in him. .
No man with & heart conld have written of the tor-
ture of a bird as he does in Essay XJII. The only
sign of snch love recorded of him is his rebake to
one who ill-treated- Bacor’s dog, ¢ Every gentleman
loves a dog.’

Ilis easy optimrism led him to over-estimate himself
and to overlook his defects and difficulties. He never
could believe that the Honse of Commons could not
be managed. Upto the very moment of his fall he
regarded himself as secnre in the esteem of the people
and Parliament. He believed his own advice was
best, but was alwaya confident that if it was set aside
he could, if 80 commissioned, carry throngh saccess-
fully the inferior. As we ahall see later, rome of his
philorophical schemes were as cradely over-sanguine
as his political. His optimisra extended to every-
thing and everybody convected with him. Itis pro-
bable that he never fully realised the weakness of
James or the selfishness of Buckingham. The abuses
of his Coart of Chancery he never saw. For the
laxity and corruption of his servaunts he had no eyes.
His debts he always under-estimated ; his assets as
hir willshows he exaggerated. His confidence in the
strength of his country even at a time when its mili-
tary power was insigmficant and its navy neglected,
mry perhaps be pardoned.

Next to his ¢ parts,’ his self-centredness, and his
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optimism, must be meuntioned his magnificence. This
shows itself in every part of his life. His household
was excessively large. His expenditare was lavish.
The state he kept up was almost royal. In gratai-
ties to servants and messengers as Chauncellor he spent
£1,000 a year. His great income was quite unequal
to his expenses. And throughont his life it had
always been the same. So long a8 he could have
show and pomp, cost was forgotten. The same
magnificence extended to his inward life as well as
his oatward. His goodness has been described as
¢ grandiose.” All his plans were on the large scale.
His hopes were at all times magnificent. His chief
literary productions were cast in the same monld.
His Latin style was comwmonly what Cicero would
have called ¢ Asiatic.’ His mind in its comprehen-
sive survey ranged over all Nature and embraced all
Mankind. o

Bat if he believed in himself, he was able to make
others believe in him too. ‘T'he friends of his fallen
estate have left on record their appreciation not only
of his greatness but aiso of his goodness.

And in this connexion it is worthy of notice that
thronghout his life he counted in the circle of his
friends many whose praise may well cover a maiti-
tade of sins. It is not ouly that a student of hnaman
nature like Ben Jounson appreciated the real goodness
of Bacon. A greater tribnte to it still is the lastiog
frienpdship of Bishop Andrewes and George Herbert,
two of the saintliest names in the roll of the English
Charch: Bacon claimed to be a religiona uan, and
certainly religion had its part in his singularly com-
plex life. How profoundly interested he was in the
ecclesiastical covtroversies of his earlier days needs
no further exposition. How familiar he was with the
Bible aud with the system of Christian doctrine
almost every page of his writings will testify. No one
has bronght more effectually out the contrast between
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the moral power of Christianity and the practical bar-
renness of the uncient systems of philosophy. It is
true thut be regarded religion as requiring to be
dealt with apart from Science, so that Reason had
little to do with faith. In theory at 'east he admit-
ted its claim to regulate his life, and though his self-
complacency and perhaps his magnificence at times
made him deaf to its commands, its consolation in
trouble at any rate was very real to him.

Sach then was Bacon—a man endowed with the
brightest parts, alike of intellectual power and of win-
someness, acknowledging himself divinely called to de-
vote them to the service of man in the development of
his knowledge of Natore, yet turning them tothe