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INTRODUCTION.

BY THE EDITOR.

" DOCUMENTARY SOURCES OF EARLY SPANISH-AMERICAN
HISTORY.

HE earliest of the historians to use, to any extent, documentary proofs, was

Herrera, in his Historia general, first published in 16012

As the official

historiographer of the Indies, he had the best of opportunities for access to the great
wealth of documents which the Spanish archivists had preserved ; but he never dis-

tinctly quotes them, or says where they are to be found.?

It is through him that we

are aware of some important manuscripts not now known to exist.?
The formation of the collections at Simancas, near Valladolid, dates back to an

order of Charles the Fifth, Feb. 19, 1543.

New accommodations were added from

time to time, as documents were removed thither from the bureaus of the Crown

Secretaries, and from those of the Councils of Seville and of the Indies.

It was

reorganized by Philip II., in 1567, on a larger basis, as a deposjtory for historical
research, when masses of manuscripts from other parts of Spain were transported
thither ;* but the comparatively small extent of the Simancas Collection does not
indicate that the order was very extensively observed; though it must be remem-
bered that Napoleon made havoc among these papers, and that in 1814 it was but

a remnant which was rearranged.®

1 See further on Herrera post, p. 67.

2 J. C. Brevoort, on * Spanish-American
documents, printed or inedited,” in Magazine of
American History, March, 1879; Prescott, Mex-
ico, il. 91I.

8 «Of all the narratives and reports furnished
to Herrera for his History, and of which he
made such scanty and unintelligent use, very
few have been preserved.” —Markham, Rites
and Laws of the YVncas, p. vii.

¢ An overcrowding of archives in the keep-
ing of the Council of the Indies was sometimes
relieved by sending part of them to Simancas.
Bancroft, Central America, i. 281. Harrisse,
Christophe Colomb, 1. 33, says all, or nearly all,

the papers relating to Columbus have been re-
moved to Seville.

5 Some of the documents at Simancas and
in other repositories, beginning with 1485, have
been edited in the Rolls Series (published for
the English Government) by G. A. Bergenroth
and by Gayangos (London, 1862-1879), in the
Calendar of Letters, Despatches, and State Papers
relating to Negotiations between England and
Spain, contained in five volumes. Vol. i. comes
through 1509; and the first paper in it is a com-
plaint of Ferdinand and Isabella against Colum-
bus for his participancy in the piratical service
of the French in 1485. Various documents from
the archives of Simancas are given in Ala-
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Dr. Robertson was the earliest of the English writers to make even scant use of
the original manuscript sources of information; and such documents as he got from
Spain yere obtained through the. solicitation and address of Lord Grantham, the
English ambassador. Everything, however, was grudgingly given, after being first
directly refused. It is well known that the Spanish Government considered even
what he did obtain and make use of as unfit to be brought to the attention of their
own public, and the authorities interposed to prevent the translation of Robertson's
history into Spanish.

In his preface Dr. Robertson speaks of the peculiar solicitude with which the
Spanish archives were concealed from strangers in his time ; and he tells how, to Span-
ish subjects even, those of Simancas were opened only upon a royal order. Papers
notwithstanding such order, he says, could be copied only by payment of fees too ex-
orbitant to favor resea.rch'.‘ By order of Fernando VL, in the last century, a collection
of selected copies of the most important documents in the various depositories of
archives was made ; and this was placed in the Biblioteca Nacional at Madrid.

In 1748 Charles IIL ordered that the documents of the Indies in the Spanish
offices and depositories should be brought together in one plice. The movement
did not receive form till 1785, when a commission was appointed ; and not till
1788, did Simancas, and the other collections drawn upon, give up their treasures
to be transported to Seville, where they were placed in the building provided for

them.?

Muiioz, who was born in 1745, was commissioned in 1779 by the King with
authority ® to search archives, public and family, and to write and publish a Historéa

VT P

man’s La Ref 74 three vol ,

1844~1849. We get glimpses in the Historia
of Las Casas of a large number of the letters
of Columbus, to which he must have had access,
but which are now lost. Harrisse thinks it was
at Simancas, that Las Casas mast have found
them ; for when engaged on that work he was
living within two leagues of that repository.

* It seems probable, also, that Las Casas must
bave had use of the Biblioteca Colombina,
when it was deposited in the convent of San
Pablo (1544-1552), from whose Dominican
monks Harrisse thinks it pogsible that Las
Casas obtained possession of the Toscanelli
map. He regrets, however, that for the perso-
nal history of Columbus and his family, Las
Casas furnishes no information which cannot
be found more nearly at first hand elsewhere.
See Harrisse, Christophe Colomb, i. 122, 125~
127, 129, 133-

1 Robertson prefixes to his History a list of
the Spanish books and manuscripts which he
had used.

“The English reader,” writes Irving in
1828, when he had published his own Zife of
Columbxs, * hitherto has derived his information
almost exclusively from the notice of Columbus
in Dr. Robertson’s History ; this, though admir-

ably is but 2 general outline.” — Life
of Frving, ii. 313.

3 Harrisse, Christophe Colomb,i. 35. Healso
refers to the notarial records preserved at Seville,
as having been but partially explored for eluci-
dations of the earliest exploration. He found
among them the will of Diego, the younger
brother of Columbus (p. 38). Alfred Demersay
printed in the Bulletin de la Société de Clographie,
June, 1864, a paper, * Une mission geographique
dans les archives d' Espagne ¢t de Portugal,”
in which he describes, particularly as regards
their p i d lating to
America, the condition at that time of the
archives of the Torre do Tombo at Lisbon
(of which, after 1842 and till his death, San-
tarem was archivist) ; those of the Kingdom of
Aragon at Barcelona, and of the Indies at
Seville ; and the collections of Mufioz, embrac-
ing ninety-five vols. in folio, and thirty-two in
quarto, and of Mata-Lanares, included in eighty
folios, in the Academy of History at Madrid.
He refers for fuller details to Tiraw's Archsves
& Aragon of de Simancas (1844), and to Joio
Pedro Ribeiro’s Memorias Authenticas para &
Historia do real Archive, Lisbon, 1819,

3 This authority to scarch was given later,
in 1781 and 1788,
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del nuevo mundo. Of this work ohly a single volume,! bringing the story down to
1500, Was cgmpleted, and it was issued in 1793. Mufioz gave in its preface a critical
review of the sources of his subject. In the prosecution of his labor he fgrmed a
collection of documents, which after his death was scat-
tered; but parts of it were, in 1827, in the possession of ﬂ‘ <
Don Antonioc de Uguina,® and later of Ternaux. The
Spanish Government exerted itself to reassemble the frag-
ments of this collection, which is now, in great part, in the
Academy of History at Madrid,® where it has been increased
by other manuscripts from the archives at Seville. Other
portions are lodged, however, in ministerial offices, and the
most interesting are noted by Harrisse in his Christophe
Colomd* A paper by Mr. J. Carson Brevoort on Mufioz and his manuscripts is in
the American Bibliopolist (vol. vili. p. 21), February, 1876.5" An English translation
of Mufioz’s single volume appeared in 1797, with notes, mostly translated from the
German version by Sprengel, published in 1795. Rich had a manuscript copy
made of all that Mufioz wrote of his second volume (never printed); and this
copy is unoted in the Brinley Catalogue, no. 47.°

“In the days of Mufioz,” says Harrisse in his Nofes on Columbus, p. 1, “ the great
repositories for original documents concerning Columbus and the early history of
Spanish America were the Escurial, Simancas, the Convent of Monserrate, the col-
leges of St. Bartholomew and Cuenca at Salamanca, and St. Gregory at Valladolid,
the Cathedral of Valencia, the Church of Sacro-Monte in Granada, the convents of
St. Francis at Tolosa, St. Dominick at Malaga, St. Acacio, St. Joseph, and St. Isidro
del Campo at Seville. There may be many valuable records.still concealed in those
churches and convents.”’

The originals of the letters-patent, and other evidences of privileges granted by the
Spanish monarchs to Columbus, were preserved by him, and now constitute a part
of the collection of the Duke of Veraguas, in Madrid. In r 502 Columbus caused
several attested copies of them and of a few other documents to be made, raising the
number of papers from thirty-six to forty-four. His care in causing these copies to
be distributed among different custodians evinces the high importance which he held
them to have, as testimonials to his fame and his prominence in the world’s history.

AUTOGRAPH OF MUNOZ,

1 This volume is worth about five doilars..  the Academy of History at Madrid a collec-

2 It was he who allowed Irving to use them.
$ J. C. Brevoort, in the Magasine of American

History, March, 1879. Cf. Prescott's Ferdinand °

and Isabells {1873), ii. 508, and his Mexico,
preface.

¢ Vol i. p. 56, referring to Fuster's ®Copia
de los manuscritos que recogié D. Juan Bautista
Mufioz,” in Bidlioteca Valewciana, ii. 202~238.
8 Harrisse, in his Notes om Columbus, p. 5,
describes a collection of ipts which were
s0ld by Obadiah Rich, in 1848 or 1849, to James
Lenox, of New York, which had been formad
by Uguina, the friecnd of MuBoz. There is in

tion of documents said to have been formed by
Don Vargas Ponge.

¢ Harrisse (Christophe Columb, i. 63) refers
to an unpublished fragment in the Lenox Li-
brary. The Zicknor Catalogue (p. 244) shows a
discourse on Mufioz read before the Academy
of History in 1833, as well as a criticism by
Iturri on his single volume. Harrisse (Chris
tophe Colomd, i. 65) gives the titles of other
controversial publications on the subject of
Mufioz’s history. Mufiox died in 1799. It is
usually said that the Spanish Government pre-
wvented the continuation of his work.
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One wishes he could have had a like solicitude for the exactness of his own statements,
Before setting out on his fourth voyage, he intrusted one of these copies to Francesco
di Rivarolo, for delivery to Nicol6 Odérigo, the ambassador of Genoa, in Madrid.
From Cadiz shortly afterwards he sent a second copy to the same Odérigo. In 1670
both of these copies were given, by a descendant of QOdeérigo, to the Republic of Genoa.
They subsequently disappeared from the archives of the State, and Harrisse? has
recently found one of them in the archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at Paris.
‘The other was bought in 1816 by the Sardinian Government, at a sale of the effects
of Count Michael-Angelo Cambiasi. After a copy had been made and deposited in
the archives at Turin, this second copy was deposited in a marble custodia, surmounted
by a bust of Columbus, and placed in the palace of the Doges in Genoa.* “These
documents, with two of the letters addressed (March 21, 1502, and Dec. 27,
1504) * to Odérigo, were published in Genoa in 1823 in the Codice diplomatico
Colombo-Americano, edited with a biographical introduction by Giovanni Battista
Spotorno.* A third letter (April 2, 1502), addressed to the governors of the Bank
of St. George, was not printed by Spotorno, but was given in English in 1851 in the
Memorials of Columbus by Robert Dodge, published by the Maryland Historical
Society.®

The State Archives of Genoa were transferred from the Ducal Palace, in 1817,
to the Palazzetto, where they now are ; and Harrisse’s account ® of them tells us what
they do not contain respecting Columbus, rather than what they do. We also learn
from him something of the “Archives du Notariat Génois,” and of the collections
formed by the Senator Federico Federici (d. 1647), by Gian Battista Richeri (circa
1724), and by others ; but they seem to have afforded Harrisse lmle more than stray
notices of early members of the Colombo family.

Washington Irving refers to the “self-sustained zeal of one of the last veterans
of Spanish literature, who is almost alone, yet indefatigable, in his labors in a country
where at present literary exertion meets with but little excitement or reward.”
Such is his introduction of Martin Fernandez de Navarrete,” who was born in 1765,

1 Christophe Colom$, i. 20. 134, 135). Wagner, in his Colombo und seine

2 See post, p. 77- A third copy, made by
Columbug’ direction was sent to his factor in
Hispaniola, Alonzo Sanchez de Carvajal. This
is not known ; and Harrisse does not show that
the archives of Santo Domingo offer much of
interest of so early a date. A fourth copy was
deposited in the monastery of the Cuevas at
Seville, and is probably the one which his som,
Diego, was directed to send to Gaspar Gorri-
uo.mcf Harrisse, Christopke Colomb, i. 16-23,
41,

3 ThxsletterlsglvenmbcmmﬂemtheNa-

Entdeckungen (Leipsic, 1825), makes use of
Spotorno, and translates the letters. These
and other letters are also given in Torve’s
Scritti di Colombo ; in the Lettere autografe di
Colombo, Milan, 1863; and in Navarrete's Co
Lecciom, vol. ii. following the text of those in the
Veraguas collections. Cf. North American Re-
view, xvili. 417 ; xxi. 398.

¢ Dodge also translated the other letters.
Photographic fac-similes of these letters are in
the Harvard College Library and in the Library
of the Massachusetts Historical Society. See
the Proceedings of the latter Society, February,

varrete Coll French vol. iii.
4 This book was repnn!nd at Gcm in 1857, 1870.
with additi edited by G & Chri

and translated into English, and pnbhshed in
lSz3m London.asdlawrulf of a Collection of

etc. A S ish edition
was issued at Havana in 1867 (IAdtrc,noa.

ophe Colomé, p. 11.

7 Prescott, in the preface to his Mexico,
speaks of him as “zealously devoted to Itﬂzn,
while his reputation as 2 scholar was enhanced
by the higher qualities which he possessed as
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and as a young man gave some active and meritorious service'in the Spanish navy.
In 1789 he was forced by ill-health to abandon the sea. He then accepted a commis-
sion from Chatles IV. to examine all the depositories of documents in the kingdom,
and arrange the material to be found in illustration of the history of the Spanish
navy! This work he continued, with interruptions, till 1825, when he began at
Madrid the publication of his Coleccion de los “viages y descubrimientos que hicievon
por mar los Espafioles desde firies del siglo XV.,* which reached an extent of five
volumes, and was completed in 1837, It put in convenient printed form more than
five hundred documents of great value, between the dates of 1393 and 1540. A
sixth and seventh volume were left unfinished at his death, which occurred in 1844,
at the age of seventy-eight® His son afterward gathered some of his minor writings,
including biographies of early navigators,* and printed (1848) them as a Coleccion de
optsculos; and in 1851 another of his works, Biblioteca maritima Espariola, was
printed at Madrid in two volumes.®

The first two volumes of his collection (of which volumes there was a second
edition in 1858) bore the distinctive title, Relaciones, cartas y otros documentos, concer-
nientes d los cuatro viages que hizo el Almirante D. Cristébal Colon pare el descu-
brimiento de las Indias occidentales, and D i Three years later
(1828) a French version of these two volumes appeared at Paris, which Navarrete
himself revised, and which is further enriched with notes by Humboldt, Jomard,
Walckenaer, and others.? This French edition is entitled : Relation des guatres voyages
entrepris par Ch. Colomb pour la découverte du Nowveau Monde de 1492 & 1504,
traduite par Chalumeau de Verneuil et de la Roguette. 1t is in three volumes, and is
worth about twenty francs. An Italian version, Narragione dei guattro viaggi, etc.,
was made'by F. Giuntini, and appeared in two volumes at Prato in 1840-1841.7

Navarrete’s literary labors did not prevent much conspicuous service on his part,
both at sea and on land ; and in 1823, not long before he published his great Collec-
tion, he became the head of the Spanish hydrographic bureau.® After his death the
Spanish Academy printed (1846) his historical treatise on the Art of Navigation
and kindred subjects (Disertacion sobre la historia de la ndutica®), which was an
enlargement of an earlier essay published in 1802.

il e dis
' 4

a man,~—by his benevolence, his simplicity of
manners, and unsullied moral worth.”

1 His projected work on the Spanish navy
was never printed, though a fragment of it
appeared in the Memorias of the Academy of
History ( Zicknor Catalogue, p. 247).

2 Leclerc says it is “ difficile A trouver,” and
prices it at 8o francs. The English price is
from £2to £3. A letter by Navarrete, descrip-
tive of his Coleccion, is to be found in Zach's
Corvespondance, xi. 446. Cf. also Duflot de
Mofras, Mendosa et Navarrete, Paris, 1843,
quoted by Harrisse, Christophe Coloms, i. 67.

# There is a memoir of him, with a catalogue
of his works, in the Coleccion de documentos inédd-
ttos, vol. vi.; and of those published and unpub-
lished in his Biblioteca maritima Espaidla, ii.

458-470. These sixth and seventh volumes have
never been published. The sixth was to cover
the voyages of Grijalvaand Lopes de Villalobos.
Harrisse (Christophe Colomd, i. 68) learned that
the Cortas de Indias (Madrid, 1877) contains
some parts of what was to appear in vol. vii,

¢ Columbus, Vespucius, Ojeda, Magellan, etc.

& It is an alphabetical (by Christian names,
—2 not uncommon Spanish fashion) record of
writers on maritime subjects, with sketches of
their lives and works.

& Cf.anarticle in the North American Review,
xxiv. 265, by Caleb Cushing.

7 These form vols. i. and ii. of Marmocchi’s
Collection (Leclerc, no. 133).

8 Bancroft, Central America, i. 199.

® Zicknor Catalogue, p. 247-
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While Navarrete’s great work was in progress at Madrid, Mr. Alexander H.
Everett, the American Minister at that Court, urged upon Washington Irving, then at
Bordeaux, the translation into English of the new material which Navarrete was pre-
paring, together with his Commentary. Upon this incentive Irving went to Madrid
and inspected the work, which was soon published. His sense of the popular demand
easily convinced him that a continuous narrative, based upon Navarrete’s material, —
but leaving himself free to use all other helps, — would afford him better opportu-
nities to display his own graceful literary skill, and more readily to engage the favor

- of the general reader. Irving’s judgment was well founded ; and Navarrete never
quite forgave him for making a name more popularly associated with that of the great
discoverer than his own.! Navarrete afforded Irving at this time much personal
help and encouragement. Obadiah Rich, the American Consul at Valencia, under
whose roof Irving lived, furnished him, however, his chief resource in a curious
and extensive library. To the Royal Library, and to that of the Jesuit College of
San Isidro, Irving also occasionally resorted. The Duke of Veraguas took pleasure
in laying before him his own family archives.? The result was the Zife and Voyages
of Christopher Columbus ; and in the Preface, dated at Madrid in 1827,® Irving made
full acknowledgment of the services which had been rendered to him. This work .
was followed, not long after, by the Voyages and Dis tes of the Comp o
Columbus ; and ever since, in English and other languages, the two books have kept
constant company.*

Irving proved an amiable hero-worshipper, and Columbus was pictured with few
questionable traits. The writer’s literary canons did not call for the scrutiny which
destroys a world’s exemplar. “ One of the most salutary purposes of history,” he
says, “is to furnish examples of what human genius and laudable enterprise may
accomplish,” — and such brilliant examples must be rescued from the “ pemni-
cious erudition” of the investigator. Irving’s method at least had the eflect to
conciliate the upholders of the saintly character of the discoverer; and the modern
school of the De Lorgues, who have been urging the canonization of Columbus, find
Irving’s ideas of him higher and juster than those of Navarrete.

Henri Ternaux-Compans printed his Voyages,

, e mé es o7

pour servir & Phistoire de la déicowverte

3 Magocine of American History, iii. 176
CE., however, Navarrete’s generous estimate of
Irving’s labors in the Introduction to the third
volume of his Coleccion.

2 The story of this undertaking is told in
Pierre Irving’s Life of Waskingtom Irving. vol. ii.
chaps. xiv, xv., xvi. The book was kindly re-
viewed by Mr. A. H. Everett in the Nortk Amery-
can Review, Janunary, 1829 {vol. xxviii). Cf. other
citations and references in Allibone’s Dictionary,
942, and Poole’s Index, p. 280. A portion, at
least, of the manuscript of the book is in exist-
ence (Mascockusetts Historical Socicty's Proceed-
ings, xx. zo1). Longfellow testified to Irving’s

de P Amérigue, between 1837 and 1841.%

devotion to his snbject (Pror., iv. 394). See
ost, p. 68.

3 Irving also early made an abridged edition,
to forestail the action of others.

¢ Their bibliography is fully given in Sabin,
vol. ix. p. 150

§ It was completed in twenty volumes, and is
now worth from 250 to 300 franes. See Leclere,
no. 562, for contents; Field’s Jndian Bibliogre
PAy. mo. 1,540 ; Alexander Young in North Amer-
tcam Review, xiv. 222. Temaux died in 1864
Santarem speaks of “the sumptuous stores of
his splendid American library.” Cf. H H
Bancroft, Central America, ii. 759.
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This collection included rare books and about seventy-five original documents, which
it is suspected may have been obtainéd during the French occupation of Spain.,
Temaux published his drckives des voyages, in two volumes, at Paris in 1840;! a
minor part of it pertains to American affairs. Another volume, published at the same

. time, is often found with it, — Recuesl de de ts et mé; sur Dhistoire
des possessions Espagnoles dans I Amérigue, whose contents, it is said, were derived
from the Mufioz Collection.

The Academy of History at Madrid began in 1842 a series of documentary illus-
trations which, though devoted to the history of Spain in general (Coleccion de docu-
mentos inéditos para la historia de Espania), contains much matter of the first impor-
tance in respect to the history of her colonies.? Navarrete was one of the original
editors, but lived only to see five volumes published. Salv4, Baranda, and others
bave continued the publication since, which now amounts to eighty volumes, of which
vols. 62, 63, and 64 are the famous history of Las Casas, then for the first time put
in print.

In 1864 a new series was begun at Madrid, —Coleccion de documentos incditos rela-
tivos al descubri quista y colonizacion de las p. 1es Espaiiolas en América
y Oceanta, .ramdo.r, en su mayor parte, del Real Archivo de Indias. Nearly forty
volumes have thus far been published, under the editing of Joaquin F. Pacheco, Fran-
cisca de Cérdenas, and Luis Torres de Mendoza at the start, but with changes later
in-the editorial staff2

Mr. E. G. Squier edited at New York in 1860 a work called Collection of Rare
and Original D Is and Relations concerning the Discovery and Conguest of
America, chicfly from the Spanish Archives, in the original, with Translations, Notes,
Maps, and Sketches. There was a small edition only, — one hundred copies on small
paper, and ten on large paper.* This was but one of a large collection of manuscripts
relative to Central America and Mexico which Mr. Squier had collected, partly during
his term as ckargé d’affasres in 1849. Out of these he intended a series of publica-
tions, which never went beyond this first number. The collection * consists,” says
Bancroft,®  of extracts and copies of letters and reports of audiencias,. governors,

. bishops, and various govemmenta.l officials, taken from the Spanish archives at Madrid
and from the library of the Spanish Royai Academy of History, mostly under the
direction of the indefatigable collector, Mr. Buckingham Smith."”

. Early Spanish manuscripts on America in the British Museum are noted in
its Jndex to Manuscripts, 1854~1875, p- 31; and Gayangos' Catalogue of Spanish
Manuscripts in the British Museum, vol. ii., has a section on America.®

es 0reg

1 Now worth from $r2 to $15.

$ Cf. in Zicknor Catale P 87.

3 Cf. Magnsine of American History, i. 256;
ii. 256 ; (by Mr. Brevoort), iii. 175 (March, 1879) ;
Sabin, Dictionary, vol. xiv. no. §8,072. Leclerc,
Bibliotheca Americana, Supplément, no. 3,016, for
22 vols. (300 francs). Harrisse, referring to
this collection, says: “It is really painful to
sce the little method, discrimination, and knowi-
edge displayed by the editors.” The doce-
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ments on Columbus largely repeat those given
by Navarrete.

* Sabin, Dictionary, vol. xiv. vo. 58,270,

8 H. H. Bancroft, Cemtral Americs, i. 484;
ii. 736,

«& Collections like that of Icazbalceta on
Mexico may be barely mentioned in this place,
since their characteristics can better be defined
in more special relations. Prescott had eight
thousand manuscript pages of copies of dacu-
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Regarding the chances of further developments in depositories of manuscripts,
Harrisse, in his Notes on Columbus, says: “ For the present the historian will find
enough to gather from the Archivo General de Indias in the Lonja at Seville, which
contains as many as forty-seven thousand huge packages, brought, within the last fifty
years, from all parts of Spain. But the richest mine as yet unexplored we suppose
to be the archives of the monastic orders in Italy ; as all the expeditions to the New
World were accompanied by Franciscan, Dominican, Benedictine, and other monks,
who maintained an active correspondence with the heads of their respective congre-
gations. The private archives of the Dukes of Veraguas, Medina-Sidonia, and Del
Infantado, at Madrid, are very rich. There is scarce anything relating to that early
period left in Simancas; but the ongmal documents in the Torre do Tombo at
Lisbon are all intact.”?

Among the latest contributions to the documentary history of the Spanish coloniza-
tion is a large folio, Cartas de Indias, publicalas por primera vez el ministerio de
Jfomento, issued in Madrid in 1877 under the auspices of the Spanish Government.
It contains one hundred and eight letters, covering the period 1496 to 1586, the

earliest date being a supposed one for a letter of Columbus which is without date,

ments relating to Mexico and Peru. Cf. Preface
to his Mexico. In 1792 Father Manuel de la
Vega collected in Mexico thirty-two folio vol-
umes of papers, in obedience to an order of the
Spanish Government to gather ail documents
to be found in New Spain “fitted to lllusm\le

ditions, p. xxi). This is perhaps owing to the
Austrian depredation upon the Yenetian ar-
chivks in the Frari and Marciana in 1803-1805,
and in 1866. Not a little, however, of use has
been preserved in the Calendar of State Papers
in the Archsves of Venice published by the Brit-

the antiquities, geography, civil, 1 ical,
and natural history of America,” and transmit
copies of them to Madrid (Prescott, Mexico,
iii. 409).

1 This book was privately printed (ninety-
five copies) for Mr. S. L. M. Barlow, of New
York. It has thrice, at least, occurred in sales
{Menzies, no. 894, — $57.50; J. J. Cooke,
vol. iii. no. 580; Brinley, no. 17). It is an

luable key to the d y and
printed reierencs on Columbus’ career. To
a very small number (nine) of a separate issue
of the portion relating to the letters of Colum-
bus, a2 new Preface was added in 1865 Cf.
Ernest Desjardin’s Rapport sur les deux ouw-
vages de bibliographie Amévicaine de M. Henri
Harvisse (Paris, 1867, p. 8), extracted from the
Bullétin de la Société de Géographie. The article
on Columbus in Sabin’s Dl'diomry (iv. 274,
ete.} is based on Harrisse, with revisions. Cf

f in H. H. B: ft, Central A

i. 238; Saint-Martin, I{i.rtalrt de la (Iagraplut
(1873), p. 319; F. G. Cancellieri’s Dessertasi-
oni cpistolari bibliograficke sopra Colomsbo, etc.
{Rome, 1809).

2 The Archives of Venice, at the beginning
of this century, conrained memorials of Colum-
bus which can no longer be found (Marin,
Storia civile ¢ politica del commercio de’ Veneziani,
Venezia, 1800 ; Harrisse, Bibl. Amer. Vet. Ad.

ish G in the Rolls Series, since 1864.
They primarily illustrate English history, but
afford some light upon American affairs. Only
six volumes (the last volume in three parts)
have been printed. Mr. Rawdon Brown, who
edited them, long a resident of Italy, dying at
Venice, Aug. 25, 1883, at eighty, has sent, during
his labors in this field, one hundred and twenty-
six volumes of manuscript copies to the English
Public Record Office.

3 Of these, twenty-nine are also given in fac-
simile ; there are besides about two hundred and
fifty fac-similes of autographs. The volume is
priced at 150 marks and 300 francs. Cf. Leclerc,
no. 2,688. H. H. Bancroft (Mexico, ii. 606) says
of the volume : * There are about two hundred
and twenty-four pages of geographical notes,
vocabulary, biographical data, a glossary, and
cuts, maps, and indexes. The letters and fac-
similes, from the first to the last, are valuable
in 2 historic sense, and the vocabulary is use-
ful; but the biographical and historical datz
are not always reliable, numerous errors hav-
ing been detected in comparing with official rec-
ords and with memoranda of witnesses of the
events related.” Mr. Bancroft's own library is
said to contain twelve hundred volumes of mann-
script amassed for his own work ; but a large
portion of them, it is supposed, do not concern
the Spanish history of the Pacific coast.
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The late Mr, Ge.orge Dexter,* who has printed? a translation of this letter (together
with one of another Ietter, Feb. 6, 1502, and one of Vespucius, Dec. 9, 1508), gives
his reasons for thinking the date should be between March 15 and Sept. 25, 1493.°

At Madrid and Paris was published, in 1883, a single octavo volume, — Coste-Rica,
Nicaragua y Panamd en o siglo XVI., su historia y sus limites segun los documentos
del Archivo de Indias de Sevilla, del de Si y ele., vecogidos y publicados con notas
3 aclaraciones histbricas y geogrdficas, por D. Manuel M. de Peralta.

The more special and restricted documentary sources are examined in the suc-
cessive chapters of the present volume.

1 Mr. Dexter, a graduate of Harvard in 1848, has parrowed the circle of those helpful fxiends
after most serviceable labors as Recording Secre- who have been ever ready to assist the Editor
tary of the Massachusetts Historical Society, re- in his present labors.
signed that position on account of ill health, and 3 Mass. Hist. Soc. Proc., xvi. 318 ; also issued
died at Santa Barbara, California, Dec. 18, 1883. separately. The letters of Columbus are also
The Proceedings of the Society for January, 1884, lated in the Maguzine of American History,
contain tributes to his memory. Various com- January, 1883, p. §3.

icati in earlier vol of the same 8 An Italian version of the letters of Colum-
P dings show the painstaking of his h, bus and Vespucius, with fac-similes of the let-
and the accuracy of his literary method. The ters (7¥e lettere di Colombo ed Vespuces), edited
first chapter in Vol. IV, of the present History by Augusto Zeri, was printed (six hundred cop-
was his last effort in historical study, and he jes) at Rome in 1881. Cf. Musrphy Catalogue,
did not live to correct the proofs. His death no. 642.
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cruises along the coast, ger; goes
to Span, g12; takes his bruthers to
Pery, 5123 breaks with Al Almagre,
312 goes to Peru again, 514; at
I‘nmbn, $14; at Caxamarca, 516;
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Pontanus, his A waterdam, 461.

Pontonchan, z03.

Popayan, 509, 513, 58t ; taken by Be~
lalcazar, ¢8,

Popelhmére, e1 trois mondes, 434

upell, 358 + sulphur got rmm

lll crater,

Porcacchi m-z(-m). m. lkelcbed,
453 ; Llisole, 443 copies of, 449%
ed-uvnl of, 450; Carte da wnavigar,

GD' Sf)

Poms, tego, 63.

Porro, Hieronymus, his map in Ptol-
emy (1597), 4!

Port.” Set Portay P

Pan' Duin, Magellan at, 599; view
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Plﬂrro. uzn. sr3; at Cusco, 532, 524
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