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PREFACE. 

I HAVE written this little book on Poland on the 
same lines as my pre\-;ous work on Russia in this 
series. The plan of the work is to give a readable 
history of the country by bringing into prominence 
the more stirring episodes and salient characteristics, 
and putting in the background the details whien must 
prove less interesting. At the same time, the thread 
of the history is ne\"er intentionally lost sight of. It 
is but fair to add that the work is based entirely upon 
original and nati\"e authorities, and no mere com­
pilations have been employed. 

An attempt has been made to give in detail the 
chief ethnological elements of the population; and 
for those who wish to study Polish history more 
minutely a list has been added of t.'le most important 
works on the subject. 

:\Iy book has no political bias: it- is not 1.11-
dt:n~iijs, as the Germans say. I ha\"c told thc tale 
of Poland~ very mournful one-and ha\"c nc\"er 
intentionally pen-erted or concealed the truth" I 
have given what I think were the causes of thc 
fall of this - once powerful kingdom; but, while 
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viii PREFACE. 

endcavouring to dischargc thc duty of an honcst 
writcr of history, I havc bcen unwilling to pcr­
form mcrcly a c7ld-bloodcd disscction of the un­
fortunate countr!; its limbs, although distorted, 
are still instinct with lirc. But the writer of history 
is not required to be a political advocate; the less he 
attempts anything of the kind the better his history 
will probably be. I hope my chaptcr on the litera­
ture may be serviceable in awakening an interest in 
the Polish language, still spoken by upwards of tcn 
millions. Noone can rcad the Iitcrature of Poland 
without feeling a warm sympathy with this interesting 
people. 

It only remains that I should thank my friend, Dr. 
George. Birkbeck Hill, the editor of Boswell, for 
kindly looking t1l1'ough the proof sheets and aiding 
me with many valuable suggestions. 

W. R. MORFILL. 
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THE following rules for the pronunciation of some of the 
Polish letters wiII be useful: 

<J is the French on in bon. 
c is the English Is. 
ch is the German (guttural) ch. 
'cs is the English ch in church. 
€ is the French ill in fin. 
g is always hard. 
} is the Englishy. 
(} is the French ou. 
rs is the French} in jour. 
sz is the English sh. 
111 is the English v. 
ssez is shch in Ashchurch. 

The accent (stress)'is nearly always on the penultimate. 
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18«,) 
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1058-1081 
1081-1102 
1102-1139 
1139-1148 
1149-11 73 
1174-1177 
1178- 1194 

1194-1203 
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13~1382 
1384-1389 
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1434.1444 
1147-;492 

01492-1501 
Isol-lso6 
1 S07-1J48 
IS48- I S72 
IS74-IS7S 
1576-IS86 
IS87-'1632 

1632-1648 
1648-166~ 
166<)-1673 
1674'-1696 
1698-1706 
1706-1709 
170<)-1733 
1733-1734-
1734-1763 
1764--,1795 
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'GENEALbGICAL TABLE OF THE JAGIEl-LOS. 

GEDYMIN, Prince of Lithuania, t 1341. 

1 

I 
OLGERD, 
t 1377· 

I . 
LADISLAUS JAGIELLO (1348-1434) 

LoUIS, King of Poland 
(1370 - 1382). 

= JADwlA' heiress of Poland. 

1 

I ~. 
LADISLAUS III. (1423-1444). 

1 
CASIMIR IV. (1427-1492). 

I 
JOHN ALBERT, 

t 1501. 

, I 
SIGISMUND II., 

t 1572• 

1 

I 
AI.EXANDER, 

t 1506• 

I 
CATHERINE = 

John Vasa of Sweden. 

I 
SIGISMUND III. (1566-1632). 

1 

I 
ANNE = 

Stephen Balory. 

1'-. ---0; ---l--_, 
LADISLAUS IV. (1595-1648). JOHN CASIMIR (1009-1672). 



GENEALOGICAL TABLE OF THE FAMILY OF JOHN SOBIESKI. 
(Ckiejly from COXE.) 

I 
JAMES LOUIS, 

tat Zolkiew, 1737· 
= lIEDWIGE ELEONORA, 

d. of Philip William, 
Elector Palatine. 

I 
I 

Two lther daughters. 

JOHN SOBIESKI, t 1696 = MARIE DE LA GRANGE, t 1716. 

I 
THERESA CUNIGUNDA, 

t 1730 • 
= MAXIMILIAN, 

Elector of Bavaria. 

I 
I 

ALEXANDER BENEDICT, 
t 1714 at Rome, 

unmarried. 

I I 

I 
CONSTAN11NE LA~r~LAUS .. 

, 1726, 
without issue. 

CT.EMENTINA = JAMES EDWARD (the Old Pretender). 

1: ___ _ 

CHARLES EDWARD 1 PRINCESS STOLBERG. HEN~t,_ Cardinal of York. 

J. 
No Issue. 
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