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Basii IL the slayer of the Bulgarians, receiving a blessing from Heaven
and homage from men,
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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION.

Ix the following pages, constant references to the original
historians have been added, in order to make the work
serve, not only as -a popular history, but also as an index
for scholars who may be more familiar with classic litera-
ture than with the Byzantine writers.

The Constantinopolitan era places the birth of Christ
in- the year 5509, and commences on the 1st September.
Thus the 31st August, of the first year of the Christian
era, is the last day of the year 5508 of the Constantino-
politan era.

The Byzantine historians also use the Indiction as the
common method of recording the year. This mode of nota-
tion commences from the 1st of September, A.n. 312, but
no indication is given to determine the particular time
beyond the year of the indiction, counting from 1 to 15,
and then regommencing, unless the year of the world or
some other synchronism be added.

ATHENS, 1st September 1852.



PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION.

TaE following Illustrations have been added to this Edition,
as tending to make the reader better acquainted with their
subjects than verbal descriptions. Byzantine art has the
same character as Byzantine history; and though its merits
are not very great, they appear, nevertheless, to have been
generally underrated :—

FRONTISPIECE.

Basiu I, the slayer of the Bulgarians, receiving a blessing from
Heaven and homage from men. From a Psalter of the tenth
century, given in the History of Art by its Monuments, by Seroux
d’Agincourt, vol. iii., plate xlvii., No. 4.

1. Gold byzant of Leo IIL. and his son Constantine V. (Copronymus).
This is the nomisma. The semissis, or half nomisma—the trimissis, or
one-third—and the tetarteron, or quarter—are all found in gold, but
not of the same emperor. Their weights are on an average 68 grains,
34 graing, 22 grains, and 17 grains. ’



PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION.

but which appear to have been introduced by Basil I, the Macedonian,
from impressions over the original type.

silver coins during the Basilian dynasty. Weight 44 grains.
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9. Byzant of Theodora.

The last three, though differing in size, are of the same weight.



§1.

§2.

§3.

§ 4.

CONTENTS.

BOOK FIRST.

THE CONTEST WITH THE ICONOCLASTS—A.D. 717-867.

CHAPTER L

THE 1SAURJAN DYNASTY.—A.D, 717-797.

Characteristics of Byzantine history, . .
Tts divisions, . . . .

Extent and admxmstruhve divisions of f.he empu'e,

Reign of Leo 111, (the Isauna.n), A.D. 717-741, . . .
Saracen war, . . . . . .
Siege of Constantinople, . . . . . . .
Circumstances favourable to Leo’s reforms,

Fables concerning Leo III, . . . . . .
Military, financial, and legal reforms, . . . . .
Ecclesiastical policy, . . . . . . .
Rebellion in Greece, .. . . . .

Papal opposition to the Iconoclasts, .

Physical phenomena, . . . .
Constantine V. (Copronymus), .. 741- 7 75, . . .
Character of Constantine V., . . . . .
Rebellion of Artavasdos, . . . . . .
Saracen war, . .

Bulgarian war, . . . . .
Internal policy of the emplre, . . . . .

Policy regarding image-worship, . . . . .
Physical phenomena, . . . . . . .
Plague at Constantinople,

Reigns of Leo IV, (the Khazar), Constautme VI and Irene, A.D. 7 75—802,
Irene regent, . . . . .
Restoration of 1mage—worslup, . . . . . .
Second Council of Nicza, . . . .

Extinction of Byzantine authonty at Romc,
Constantine VI. assumes the government,
Divorces Maria and marries Theodota, .



viii

§1.

§2

§8.

§L

§2

CONTENTS.

Opposition of monks, . .
Persecution of Theodore Studita,
Irene dethrones her son, Constantine VI.,

Policy of government dunng the rexgns of Constantine and lreno,

Saracen war, . .
Bulgarian war, . . . . .

CHAPTER IL

REIGNS OF NICEPHORUS 1., MICHAEL L, AND LEO V. (THE ARMENIAN).

A.D. 802-820,

Family and cheracter of Nmephorus I, A.D. 802«81],
Rebellion of Bardanes, .

Tolerant ecclesiastical policy, . .
Oppressive fiscal administration, .
Relations with Charlemagne,

Saracen war, .

Defeat of Sclavonians at Patras

Bulgarian war, . .

Death of Nicephorus I,

Michael 1. (Rhangabé), A.D. 812—818,

Religious zeal of Michael I., .

Bulgarian war, . . . .
Defeat of Michael 1, . . .
Leo V. (the Armenian), .p. 813820

Policy of Leo V.,

Treacherous attack on Crumn, kmg of the Bulga.rmns,

Victory over the Bulgarians,

Affairs of Ttaly and Sicily, . . .
Moderation in ecclesiastical contests, .

Council of the church favourable to the Iconoclnsts,
Impartial administration of justice,

Conspiracy against Leo V., and his nssassmatwn,

CHAPTER IIL

THE AMORIAN DYNASTY,—A.D. 820-867.

Michael II. (the Stammerer), A.p. 820—829,
Birth of Michael 1I., . .

Rebellion of Thomas, . . .

Loss of Crete and Sicily, . . .
Ecclesiastical policy, . . . .
Michael's marriage and death, . . .

Theophilus, A.p. 829-842, .

Anecdotes concemmg the emperor's love of Justwe,
Anecdotes concerning his marriage, . .
Ecclesiastical persecution, . . .

109

112
115
118
120
123
125
127
128
128
130
133
134
135
135
137
138
139
143
146
149

152
152
154
159
166
168
169
170
174
176



CONTENTS. . xi

Page
Saracen war, . . . . 863
Bulgarian war—Hunganan mvasxons—~ltahau aﬂ‘axra, . . . 368
Character of Romanus I1., o.D. 959-963, . . . . 372
Conquest of Crete, . . . . . . 874
Condition of Greece, . . . . . . . 378

CHAPTER II.

PERIOD OF CONQUEST AND MILITARY GLORY.——A.D. 963-1025.

§ 1. Nicephorus IL (Phokas), John L (memkes), A.D, 963-976, . . 884

Administration of Joseph Bringas, . . 384
Character of Nicephorus II. (Phokas), A.D. 963-969 . . . - 387
Public administration, . . . 388
Saracen war, . . . . . 391
Affairs in Sicily, Italy, and Bulgarm, . . . . . 394
Assassination of Nicephorus IL, c. . . . . 396
Character of John I. (anskes), A.D, 969978, . . . . 897
Russian war, . . . . . . . 402
Republic of Cherson, . . . . . . . 415
Saracen war, . . . . . . . . 423
Death of John L, . . . . . 426
§ 2. Basil 11, (Bulga.roktonos), AD. 976 1025 . . . . 426
Character of Basil IL, . . . . . . . 426
Rebellion of Bardas Skleros, . . . . . . 428
Rebellion of Bardas Phokas, . . . . . . 431
Wealth of private individuals, . . . . . . 433
Bulgarian war, . . . . . . . 436
Defeat of Basil IL, . . . 437
Samuel, king of Bulgaria, founds the kmgdom of Achnda, . . 438
_ Defeats of Samuel, . . . . 440
Basil 11, puts out the eyes of lns pnsoners, . . . . 445
Conquest of the kingdom of Achrida, . . . . . 450
Basil IL visits Athens, . . . . . . 452
Congquests in Armenia, . . . . . . . 454
Death of Basil IL, . . . . . . . 456
CHAPTER III

PERIOD OF CONSERVATISM AND STATIONARY PROSPERITY.—A.D. 1025-1057.

§ 1. Constantine VIIL, A.n. 1025-1028, . . . . . 458
Condition of the empire, . . . . . . 458
Character of Constantine VIIL., . . . . 459
Government administered by his eunuchs, . . B 460
Oppressive financial administration, . . . . . 46l

Many nobles deprived of sight, 462
Marriage of Zoe with Romanos Arghyros—death of Constantme VIII. 464



xii

§2.

§3.

CONTENTS.

Reigns of the husbands and creatures of Zoe, o.D, 1028- 1054, .
Conduct of Romanus IIL, 1028-1034, .

Conspiracies, . . . .
Saracen war—defeat of Romanus III . .
Exploits of Maniakes, .

Autograph of Christ taken at hdessa,

Acquisition of Perkrin, . .

Naval operations, .

Death of Romanus IIL, .
Character of Michael IV. (the Paphlagonmn), AD. 1034-1041
John the Orphanotrophos,

Financial oppression, . . . . . .
Anecdotes, . . . . . . .
Conspiracies, . . .
Saracens attempt to surprise Edessa, .

War in Sicily, .

Loss of Servm, .

Rebellion of the Sclnvomans and Bu]gmans,

Energetic conduct of Michael IV., and his death,
Michael V. (the Kalaphates), A.D, 1042,

Zoe and Theodora, A.D. 1042,

Meeting of Zoe and Constnntmos Dalnssenos,
Constantine IX. (Monomachos), 4.D. 1042-1054,
Skleraina, the concubine of Constantine IX., empress, .
Lavish expenditure,

Cruelty of Theodora, . .

Sedition in Cyprus,

Rebellion of Maniakes,

Rebellion of Tornikios, .

Court plots,

Servian war,

Russian war, . . . . . . .
Patzinak war, . . . . . . .
‘War in Italy, . . .

Conquest of Armenia, .

Invasion of the empire by the SelJouk Turke, .

Schism of the Greek and Latin churches,

Death of Zoe and Constantine IX., .

Theodora and Michael VI, (Stratiotikos), A.D. 1054-1057,
Character and administration of Theodora, A.p.1054-1056,
Incapacity of Michael VI, .

Administration transferred to the eunuchs of the xmperml household

Conspiracy of great nobles in Asia Mmor, .
Michael VI. dethroned, . . .
General observations, . .

Page
466
466
470
472
474
475
475
476
477
478
480
481
483
485
486
488
490
491
494
496
498
499
500
501
503
505
506
506
509
511
512
513
516
518
519
520
525
526
527
528
530
531
533
537
538



§3

§1.

§2

CONTENTS.
Love of art, . . . . .
Colony on the Don, . . . .
Saracen war, . . . . .
Theophilus destroys Zapetrn., . . . .
Motassem destroys Amorium, . . .

Death of Theophilus, .

Michael IIIL. (the Drunkard), .D. 842 867, .

Regency of Theodora, . .

Moral and religious reaction in Byzantme socxety, .

Restoration of image-worship, . .

Rebellion of the Sclavonians in the Peloponnesus, . . .
Saracen war, . . . . . . .
Persecution of the Pauhcmns, . .

Personal conduct of Michael III., .

Wealth in the Byzantine treasury, .

Bardas, . . ] . .

Ignatius and Photlus, .

Origin of Papal authority in the church ‘
General council in 861, . . .

Bulgarian war, . .

Saracen war, . . . . . . .

Victory of Petronas, .

Russians attack Constantmople,

State of the court, .

Assagsinations, . . . .
Origin of the tale of the bhndness of Behsanus,

Assassination of Michael 1TI., . .

CHAPTER IV.

STATE OF THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE DURING THE ICONOCLAST PERIOD.

Public administration. Diplomatic and commercial relations,
Constantinople was neither & Roman nor a Greek city,

The Greek race not the dominant people in the Byzantine empire,
Circumstances which modified the despotic power of the emperors,

Extent of the empire, . . . . .
Military strength, . . . . . .
Loss of Italy, Sicily, and Crete, . . . . . .
Embassy of John the Grammarian to Bagdat, . .
Commercial policy, . . .

Wealth of the Byzantine empire nnd the nexghbourmg states, . .

State of society in the Byzantme empire during the exghth and ninth
centuries, . R . R

Decline of civilisation,

Influence of the Greek church, .

Slavery, . .
Theologma.l spirit of the people, .

State of science and art, . . .
Literature, .

ix

Page
178
181
182
184
188
190
191
191
192
193
196
197
199
201
203
206
207
211
214
218
220
221
222
225
228
230
282

234
234
236
‘238
240
241
248
245
248
252

25656

258
260
262
264
267



§L

§2

e
o

§ 4.

CONTENTS.

- BOOK SECOND.

BASILIAN DYNASTY.—A.D. 867-1057.

CHAPTER 1.

CONSOLIDATION OF BYZANTINE LEGISLATION AND DESPOTISM,
A.D. 867-963.

Reign of Basil I. (the Macedonian), A.p. 867-886,

Personal history of Basil I., . .
Ecclesiastical admxmstmtlon, . . .
Financial administration, . .
Legislation, . . . .

Military administration, .

Paulician war, .

Campaigns in Asia Mmor, . . .
Saracens ravage Sicily and Italy,

Court and character of Basil 1., . .

Leo VI (the Philosopher), A.0. 886-912,
Character and court of Leo VL, . .

Ecclesiastical administration, . . . .

Legislation, . . . . .

Saracen war, . . .

Taking of Thessalonica by the Samcens,

Ezxpedition to reconquer Crete, .

Affairs of Italy, . . . .

Bulgarian war, . .

. Alexander—Minority of Constantme VII —Romanus I., A.D. 912 944, .

Reign of Alexander, A.D. 912-913, . .
Minority of Constantine VII. (Porphyrogemtus), A.D. 913-920
Sedition of Constantine Dukas, . .

Byzantine army defeated by Simeon, King of the Blﬂgu.nans, .
Intrigues at Constantinople, . .

Romanus I. (Lecapenus) makes himself emperor, AD. 920 944
Conspzracxee against Romanus I., . .

Romanus I. dethroned by his son Sbephen, . .
Constantine VIIL (Porphyrogenitus), Romanus II., o.p. 945 963 .
Character of Constantine VIL, o.D. 945-949, . B .
Literary works of Constantme VIL (Porphyrogemtus), . . .
Death of Constantine VIL, . . . . .
Conspiracies during his reign, . . . . . .
Pride of Byzantine court, . . . . . .
Internal condition of the empire, . . . . .
Sclavonians in the Peloponnesus, . . . . .

Maniates, . . . . . . . . .

Page
271
271
275
279
280
288
289
291
293
299
806
307
310
313

316
330

332
335
336
337
838
342
843
345
346
348
349
849
351
853
854
855
856
361
362



