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RIGH,T HONouRAlILE 

RIC~ARD",BRINSLEY 'SHERIDAN,' 

~c. ~c. 

RICHARD BRINSLEY SHERIDAN was the 
: third' son of Mr. Thomas "Sheridan, a gentle­
'man well known by his endeavors 'to"promote' 
'and improve the art of ,oratory in Great Bri­
'tain, .and universally acknowledged :thebest 
declaimer of English of, bis day; he was a 

'considerable ·time 'manager of the Dublin 
Theat~e, :whi~h the furious animosity of· pariy 

'oJ>liged him toquit; but in England he found 
fame and prospect enough' to leave him Htde 
'cause to regret his _bani~hment from hii 
native country. , 

The, father of ]\ir. Thomas Sheridan; the 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Sheridan, was the intimate 
friend and, fav?rite pf"D'ean Swift;* thecompa~ 

, ' -

, • In the debate on the treason and sedi~ous bills, on the 10th of 
December, 1796, the character of this ~mint'nt divine having 1>een 

. teflected on 'by Mr. 1. W. Browne, it w!ls most warmly and feelingly 
.upported. by ~r.1t.B. Sheridap.-Vide ,vol. iv, 201, 202. 203.~, 

H.-A.' 
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nion of his leisure, the depository or hi. oon .. 
fidellce, and the imitator of his wit. 

l\Irso Francei Sheridan, the mother of 
Richard Drinsley Sheridari, was the intimate 
friend of Dr. Samuel Johnson; she is the 
authoress of the novel "Sidney Diddulph,'~ 
" Nourjahad" an oriental tale, the comedies 
of the" Discovery," " Dupe," and Ie A Trip 
to Bath:" she was also ~he translat.r of the 
l\lemoirs and Letters of the celebrated " Ni­
ron de I'Enclos,'# published in 1761, in two 
pocket volumes. This lady died at Blois; o~ 
the 17th or September, 1766; and such wu 
the respect paid to he" memory, by the bishop 
of that place, that he caused it to be inti .. 
mated to her friends, notwithstanding the 
dift'erence of religious persuasion. that °they 
.might take advantage of the night to deposit-
her remains in consecrated ground, and no 
interruption.should be given to the interment. 

The 8ubjectoC this sketch, ",as born in the 
month oC October, 1751, -in norset Street, 
Dublin, and on attaining his seventh year, he 
was placed with his eldest brother Charles 
FraneiSl, formerly Secretary at War in Ire .. 
land, and the Historian of the Revolution 
in Sweden, under the tuition oC a friend oC 
their Cathers, l\fr. Samuel Whyte or Dubli~,. 
who having opened an academy in April, 17~8, 
these two brother. were the fil'lt pupil. ad.; 
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mitted. Shortly after this, the alTairs of l\lr. 
Thomas Sherid~ cOD\pelled him to leave Ire­
laad: he removed to England, and settled at 
'Yindsor. 

It is a circumstance deserving or note, that 
the early years or l\Ir. Sheridan afl"orded little 
promise or the uncomm,on talents he has 
since exhibited; and this is evident, from a 
letter written by his mother, to Mr. 'Vhyte, 
in which ~he observes: "These boys will be 
JOur tutors.in that respect (patience). I have 
hitherto been their only instructor, and they 
h~"e sufficiently exercised mine; for two such 
impenetrable dunces I never met with.~ 

After remaining under the care of Mr. 
'Vhyte n~arly eighteen months, they were 
sent·to England, and for one year, resumed 
their education ~nder .their parents. In 1762, 
Mr. Thom~. Sheridan's talents were, unsoli­
cited by bim,honored with a pension, and' 
being a~.this time in easy circumstances, he 
determin~ on placing his Y01lDeo-er son, 
Richard Brinsley, atlIarrow School, at the head 
~r whicb celebrate4 semi,nary, was tbe learned 
Dr. Sumner and Dr. Parr. In a letter writ­
ten by lUra. Sheridan Oil this .circumstance, 

• This. and some subsequent anecdote. have appeared be1'oft tbe 
public ill former sketcbes. &c. of Mr. Sheridu's life t, but they point 
OIlt so (o~ibly the early habits of our subjeCt, a. to reDder aD apo­

. loc for their iosertioa ill these Uemoira wmeecssary. 
H.-A. i 
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she makes the" following singular remark­
".Dick has been at Harrow school sinc~ 
Christmas; as he probably may fall into a 
bustling liCe, we hal'e a mind to accustom him 
eai-ly to shift/for himself." 

Although the exertions of l\Irs. Sheridan 
and l\Ir. 'Vhyte had failed in producing· a, 
·semblance of those talents, that have since so 
highly adorned our literary annals, and sbed 
so bright a lustre upon this age, the unre-. 
mitting efforts of Dr. Parr were crowned with 
the most perfect success: he elicited the 
latent spark :o..f splendid genius, and brought 
jnto activity the· slumbering energies of hi, 
pupil; who h~B since enriched our drama.' 

. tic literature, adorned our poetry, enlivened 
'the highest and most cultiTated circles. with 
his' powers' of conversation, his elegant de .. 
meanour, and his unsurpassed wit, and who 
has formed so conspicuous a feature in our­
senatoriai discussions on so many greatocca"'l . 
.. ions. The' efforts of Dr. Parr, in this in;;. 
stance, therefore, are no inconsiderable addi. 
tion to' the many obJigations the literary world 
is under to that eminent and worthy divine. 
- In 1769, l\Ir. Sheridan quit~ed Harrow school; 

his father was so fully satisfied of his attain. 
~ents, that ne considered it unnecessary to 
~end him to the University, and he was en: 
lered a student of the l\liddle Temple. 
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·'The'in~ome allowed at this period, to)\lr.· 
Sheridan' by his father; being: insufficient lor 
his support, he~ was compelled to increase it 
by literary exertions;: and he, became, a con·, 
stant, contributor. to the produ~tion~ ,of the 
day., He also, .~t this time, gave his atteI\tion; 
.to .dra~atic· wr~tings,<; but from .be~ng dis:.,· 
gusted with some sketches of comic characteri 
;Which he drew,. he., actually destroyed, them;: 
and, in a'moment of-despair, 'renounced every' 
hope of. excellence ~s adramaticwriter.-1 
Mr. Sheridan, likewise; ,engaged with a friend,1 
Mr. Halhed; i~ :apoetical* translation'of the 
Love Epistles of .Arist~netus, .from t~e Greek~: 
The poems are written in many ··different ;me.~:-t 
sures; for which the ,prefage. acc·ol,mt~i;,.by. 
saying, that'" someth~ng beside, caprice.may. 
be urged-in their favor ;.for,.byaya;ri;ition.o,t 
metre, the.styJe aIQlost Jlec.essarily uQ~ergoe~ 
an alteration ;. and~ ip, gen~ral~ the p.artiGulal'. 

'strairi of each fpistle ~uggested. the'parti~ul~l1 
measurejn which it:is written:~. 
, .These: pursu~t~ dr~w. Mr. Sheridal(s atten;-

.' At'the close of this Memoir, a few specimens' of Mr: Sh~ridan's 
delightful '. muse will be introduced; and. likewise, I s.me; beautiful 
lines t,o bi~. memory,. 'written by those .who caDjq~tly.estimate and 
acknowledge .1Iis~xtraordinary,genius.-The specimens are neces .. -
,.arily very 'limited, With the' greatest difficulty we have p~eveuted 
the work swelling to a sixth Tolume.so many interesting cil.cum­
I~tteeli· t:e_ating tI,lM.t:. Sheridan, ,hourly",occurring to ollr ,rt'col~ 
lection ,-and the same consideration occasions tbis Sketch to bit 
t:oDfiD~d almost entirely to some 'of his political measures. , ' '. 
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tion from the professionaf. the law; and, con. 
sequently he was never called to' the bar •. 

1Ir. Sheridan became about this time the 
suitor of ~Iiss Elizabeth Linley; a most accom­
plished young lady, and the principal per::­
former in the Oratorios at Drury-lane Theatre, 
and daughter of the ingenious. composel'.-' 
Her father had crowned those giftA which 
Nature, with.a 'Very laTish haild, had bestowed 
on his daughter, with every advantage which 
can result from a thorough acquaintance with 
the science, whose attribute. is 

, "To ioften rocke and bend the knotted oak." 

. Iler beauty and talents procured her the dis .. 
tinguished title of the l\Iaid of Bath. Captain 
Matthews, a gentleman well known'in the 
fashionable . circles of the period, having 
caused a paragraph' to be· insert~d iIi one of 
the public papers of Bath, prejudicial to the 
character of 1Iiss Linley, a duel took, place 
between him and :3Ir. Sheridan; and the latter 
having succeeded in disarming his &fhersary, 
he compelled him to sign a paper, in which 
he 'made a formal retraction of the·paragraph. 
Upon this being s~ttled, :3Ir. Sheridan ·set out 
for Bath, and immediately published the apo­
logy in the paper which had contained the 
obnoxious paragraph. Captain Matthews, in 
consequence of this, demanded of Mr. Sheri .. 
dan satisCaction,-and another meeting. took 

, . 
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place i ,att~J;' ~ discharge ()(. pist()ls tb~partie~ 
fought, wit1~ swords ~ hQtb,wer~ wQun4ed,' a~d 
,closing with each o~her, fell on t4~ground, 
where the. tight was f;oJ;ltiPlJed un~U', they 'fere 
tleparflte<l. ShQrtly ~fter ~hi.s, Mr. Sherid;m'~ 
suit w~s crowned with ~uc~~,s, by Mis!;I Linley 
Mc()mpapying hiJD on 1\ ~atr~m()Dial e~cur~iqJ;l 
, t~ ,th~ .CQntinent. ThQ ~ere~onywa~ agai~ 
perfQrmed, l3th ApriJ, 177~, o~ their ~~tl!rll 
to. Engl~nd, with th~, ~9n~«mt of Mis~ Li~ey.'~· 
paJ,'ent~. 

. Though, ~t this per~()d,M.r. S4~~id~}(s ci~. 
cu:oost~nces 'were f~r from, 1)rillj~J,lt. h~ dis ... 
played, tha~ elevatiQJ.\of, IIlipd whi~\l is, a 
~o.nstant characteristiQ of t~ue' geni~s ~ tn, 
l~dy had not brougbt biIQ any fortune, and. 
her talents were fully sufficient to bav:eiJ.ldem.'." 
nified him in that respect; ,but:Mr. Sheridan, 
tA9ugh ~t this tim~ QJ;lly i~ bj~ tw~nty-thircJ 
y~~, IP!d faJ,' ,rerp.oved from 1)ri,lIiant prospects, 
1VQ1!hl. J1Qt CQn(fescend tQ, receive, the salary, 
3Jl!,leXed tQ the exertiou of \l~r, Q,hilities; ,and; 
~C)twith~tapil.ipg ~everal .. ery ~dvantageo~s ap.<l 

, -The following lihes were addres~e~ by ~r. Sheridan to this lady. 
previous to their union :- ' : . 

, ... Mark'd you her eyes of heav'nly blue, 
, Mark'd you her cheek of roseate hue I 

:That eye iy I~quid circles lDovipg. 
That cheek abash'd at man's approl'ing: 
The ORe, Love'. arrow c;larting "Guild. 
Tb, 9tb~", .llllhin,,-at ~~e w9un~." . 
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lucrative offers were made,- she WiS never per­
mitted by her husband to appear as a public 
performer. 

Depending 'on his OWll talents for support, 
1.\lr. Sheridan again turned his attention to the 
theatre, and in 1774 wrote the admirable C~ 
medy of " The Rivals:' He gave it to 1.\lr. 
Harris, the manager of, Covent Garden 
Theatre, lind it was first represented on th~ 
17th of January in the following year. It did 
not, however, experience the approbation it 
w'erited" owing. principally to the Irish 'cba­
racter of Sir Lucius O'Trigger being ill IlU~ 
ported by 1.\lr. Lee. -1.\lr. Sheridan afterwards 
Duide some alteratiol!s, and it was again 

. brought forward, and received with the great.: 
-est eclat. 
, The success of" The Rivals" gave a strong 
impulse to 1.\lr. Sheridan's theatrical genius. 
lIe next wrote the farce" St .. Patrick's Day~ 
or . the Scheming Lieutenant," and presented 
it to 1.\Ir. Clinch, as a testimonyo! his grati­
tude for the assistance he hadexpenenced 
(rom that gentleman's admirable perro~ance 
of Sir Lucius O'Trigger, in the Rivals, iq 
which he had sQ.cceeded 1.\lr.Lee. This farce 

. was written, it has been stated, in forty-eight 
hours, and was performed for Ilr. Clinch'. 

• Her situation in tbe Oratorio8 wal filled ~y ber younger lister. 
,,110 died lliuging-" I know tbat my Redeemer liveth." 
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. benefit pn the'2d ofl\lay, 1775. In: the ensuo{ 

ing season, ~:tr. ~h~ridan pr?dllcedhis comic' 
opera" The Duenna;" and which was so .well: 
received as to'be performed sev'enty-five nights 
during the season., ' , ! 

On ' ~Ir: '-Garrick resolving to 'retire from;. 
and give up his connexion with, the stage, a. 
negotiation for:.ihe' purchase~'of his 'share of 
ihepatent' of Dr1iry~lane Theatre~ was entered 
into by Dr. FQrd,~lr~ Linley, and ~Ir. Sheri..: 
dan:;"who, i:iJ.177o, paid fox: it the, sum orthirtJ~ 
thousand pounds. . 

l\ir. Sheridan's next production was " The 
Trip to Searborough," a comedy; altered frorq 
Vanburgh's" Relapse/I: It was performed on 
the.'24th Febru3!y, 1777; and,alt'hough nof 
very:favo~rably received on that night" owing 
to the inaccuracy of. the performers., it was af~ 
. terW~rds, played with great success to crouded 
h 

,,<~. . • '. " • ' 

. o.uses." ,: " i • ' , . 

:) ;",The School for Scandal"~ which, as Jong 
. as' the English 'stage exists, will' be . a stand.l 
ard;c~medy,followed, and wa~ li,rst performed 
.1>n·ilie, 8th 'of·.~lay .. Forty years have 'now 
elapsed since t:w.s.co~edy· was brought out; 
,:luring that long, period,. not any writer ~hall 

, -
... .. '; 1.. /. j I J ~ .' • ' 

. • Th~ cop.! of tl1is play was lost after the fint night's represeni;a.; 
,lion. and all lhe'performers wll.re summoned together early the' next 
day •. in.order. by the : assistance of their parts; to prepare -another' 
prompter's book., . ' ' . 
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produced a COJ1l~dy to be put in competition 
with it. In the same year 1\1r .. Sheridan made 
alterations in Shakespeare'$Tempest. In 1781. 
lie wrote " The Critic, or a Tragedy R~ 
hearsed," written upon the model of " The 
Rehearsal," .. which, as well as " The School 
for Scandal," is .unequalled. 

An intimate acquaintance with the late Right 
Hon. Charles James Fox,t opened a ne~ and 
widely-extended field tQ the aspiring mind of 
:ftIr. Sheridan, and produced in him a strong 

. • ID additioD to these. the musical piece .. The Camp." is attributed 
to his pep, but it is positively denied by Mr. Tate WilliamsoD that Mr. 
SheridaD was its author. 

Kotzebue'. drama of Pizarro received conaiderable impronmenta 
Crom Mr. SheridaD's taleDts. The lpeech of llolla, elhorting the Pe­
iuviaDs to defead their king and country. and their civil and religioUl 
wsututioos. against a ferocious band of lawles. invaden. is ellc:luaivel, 
from Mr. Sheridan', pen. 

t )lr.Sheridan', opinion of this great man dese"es Dotice. In the 
debate on the Regency Restrictions. 16th Janua'}. 1789. \'01. U. 
p. 147. 148. Mr. Pitt baving wantonly attacked the character of Mr. 
1'011, Mr. Shnidan declared ... it W'U Ute characteristic distinction 01 
his (Mr. FOil'S) heart to compel the most lubmissive devl)tion of mind 
and affection from an thOle wbo eame under the obserntioD of it; aDd 
lone them. by the most powerful aD4 amiable of all influence, to be. 
COQ~ ,he inseparable ueociates 01 bis fortuDe. With r,spec1 to hi. 
taleDts. be would not speak of them, they would derive DO IUpport 
Irom 'any man', attestation, nor the most flattering panegyric from llie 
IDOIt enli,bteneci of bit frieDd.. Thus much b. would only e~e. 
with ftgard to the abilities ofbis bonorable friead, that it wu the Dt­
IDOIt of any other maD'1 talents, and the best proof of their existence. 
~ be WlII able to DDderstand the eatent. JlDd comprehend the .upe. 
riority of them. It "'u the pride and ,1o,} of his lite to enjoy the 
happiness of his friendship." 
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desire to enter on the political stage. At the. 
general election,in 1780, he ,therefore. by the 
T~commendatioD of Mr. Fox, proposed him­
self as a ,candidate to represent the bo-, 
rough of Stafford" and, was accordingly re-: 
turned. ' ," , 
_ At this period the' British Senate bad to 
b~ast of more a~l~ and ~nlightened men than; 
perhaps it had ever enjoyed. The reputation 
(or extraordinary talent,. whic4 Burke, Foxi 
J?itt,' and. others' had . established, were formi-. 
dable checks, to any but, th~ strong, asph·ing,. 
I\lld confident mind of Sheridan, who' boldly 
entered the,lists asa:competitor. He didno1i 
feel 

~ cc How hard it is to climb 
',I" The steep, where Fame's proud Temple shines afar~'" 
i , 

Recom.mended solely by the vigou~ and, yers~ , 
tility. of, his genius, he was 1l0~ to be daunted 
~y the hazard of -the. undertaking l he had a 
just estiDlation of his own. l1atural and acqwred 
powers; and 8ho~tly 'after, taking his seat dis-. 
tinguished bimselfby successfully wielding 
,tJ!~'y.ariou$ :weapons, for which those eminent: 
orators were ,respectively celebrated" , 

The idea ~lr. Fox entertained of the ,talents 
of Mr. Sheridan cannot,he,stronger,expr~sse,d 
than in quoting an,obsei."vatio~ he m'ade il~: the 
course 'of ,a speech, of; uncommon eloquence, 
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on his motion· for putting an end to the' war" 
wit~ France. l\fr. Fox remarked, " if in point. 
of ability, if in point of integrity and honor, 
if in point of every quality that could adorn' 
the character of man, theyt were compared < 

with hisbonourable friend, l\fr. Sheridan, they­
were compared' with their equal, and the com­
parison would do them no dishonour."t 

It was natural, on obtaining: a seat in par-; 
,liament, that l\fr. Sheridan should give his' 
_ splendid talents in aid of his friend l\fr. Fox;, 

and consequently he became a firm supporter, 
. of the measures of that statesman, and-joined, 
his party, then in 'opposition. 

The first motion Mr. Sheridan made in the-
. house was on a subject of the greatest import­
anc~.§ It was founded on the employment of 
the military during the riots, which occurred 
on the ,Protestant petition in 1780. The 
wretched imbecility of the magiitracy of the' 
metropolis had laid the inhabitants open to 
the violence of a contemptible rabble, and the 
enormities they committed became, topic. 
which were applied with great success, to 
show the inefficacy, in' all cases, of the civil 
authority in affording protection, and the ne-

• May 30th. 1'794. 
! t A Secret Committee of the House. 

I Vide Fox', Speeches, Vol. V. p. 308. 
• , For the better regulation of the police 01 tY estmiJllter, 6th ~Iarc:Ir. 

1'78L VoL L p. cr. ' 
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'~essityof : a :inilitary force . for, preserving 
order and good government~ This danger­

: ous . and. unconstitutional. dO,ctrine went like­
,wise tc:) reconcile the people to the authority, 
with which, under colour of, the· riots" th~ 
·military power-,. throughout ~he kingdom, had 
. been endued, of acting immediately from iti 
. own motion, independently. of the civil magis­
,trate. The invincible jealousy of military 
-power, ,which.had so long.characterized this 
country, grew familiarised to the aspect oran 
.armed force, and gradually gave way to im­
pressions, . which; if. they had been lasting, 
threatened the'worst consequences to liberty. 

~ ~Ir. Sheridan's speech, on this.occasion, dE!" 
.erves particular attention, although themo .. 
-tions withwhi~h it concluded were negatived I 

. by the ministry. lUre (afterwards General 
Fitzpatrick) seconded' the ~ motion; and in 
:'tbe course .of his speech remarked,that·" if 
the· military were to beemploy~d against 
,their. fellow-citizens, without. waitiQg for, the 
~nders of the civil power, he should no longer 
wish to' belong to a 'profession, so dangerou$ 
.~d fatal to the liberties of the- country.". 
. During 1777 .and 1778. Mr. Sheridan' had' 
·been a regular and important contributo~ t9 
a paper conducted with great. a,criinony 
;against administration; entitled " The Eng­
lishman ; " ~fr. Fox, Mr ~. Burke,' General 
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Fitzpatrick, Lord John Townshend, and other 
.diltinguished characters, also wrote in it. 

The latter nobleman was one of the earliest 
of l\Ir. Sheridan'. political friends, and the 
sentiments entertained by his' lordship' are 
most feelingly expressed in the following ex­
tract of a letter addressed to a friend, stating 
the cause of his absence from l\lr. Sheridan'. 
funeral, and which arose from his lordship'. 
own son being at the time in the most im­
minent danger :-" I am one or Mr. Sheridan's 
earliest friends. He, I, and poor Tickell 
(whose memory, with all his faults, will ever 
.be dear ,to me) lived together in the closest 

,habits of friendship from earliest life-long 
beCore Sheridan's introduction into public 
life-before " The Duenna's" appearance­
before he was known to. Fox, to whom I had 
the pleasure oC first introducing him. I made 
.the first dinner party at which they met; 
baving told Fox that all the notions he might 
have conceived of Sheridan's talents and ge­
nius, from the comedy oC " The Rivals," &c. 
would fall infinitely short of the admiration of 
his . astonishing powers, which I was Bure he 
would entertain at the first interview. This 
first interview between them (there were very 
few prellent, only Ticken and myself, and one 
or two more) J shall never forget. Fox told 
D1~, after our breaking up (rom dinner, that 
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~e had . always thought Hare (after my Uncle 
Charles' Townshend) the wittiest man he ever 
met With, but that Sheridan surpassed them 
_both in1initely. And Sheridan the next day 
told me, that he was quite lost in admiration 
of Fox-and that it was a puzzle to him to 
say ,what he 'admired most--hiscommanding 
superiority of talent and universal knowledge, 
'or his playful fancy, artless manners, and the 
benevolence of heart which shewed itself· in 
every word he uttered. Ever afterwards we 
'continued intimately and; closely connected 
'to the hour .of his -death, and nothing could 

. give me a severer pang, than to have it sup.­
'posed that I was remiss in my duties upon the 
last sad ocCasion .. » 

ID 1782, when a: new administration waS 
formed under the auspices of the .ftlarquis 0" 
~ockingham, on·whose public principles, and 
private hon~r and ''Virtue, the nation seemed to 
repose, after the violent struggle by which 
it had been agitated with the securest and' 
most implicit confidence, l\1r. Sheridan'sexe~ 
tions, as 'a political writer, were recompensed 
with the appointment of Under Secretary to 
~Ir. Fox, who had received the seals of the 
Foreign Department. 

The public measures, for which the new 
minister stipulated with the court before he 
would consent to enter into 3:.DY negotiations 
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for office, 'Were these:-lst~ Peace with' the 
Americani, and the acknowledgment of their 
.independence not to be a bar to the attain­
ment of that object; 2nd. A substantial reform 
in the several branches of the civil list expen­
oiture; 3rd .. The diminution of, the influence 
,of the crown, under which article the bills for 
;excluding 'contractors from seats in parlia-

. ment~ and disqualifying the revenue'officeri 
from voting in'the election of members, were 
included. 

'Vhile measures were happily pursuing for 
,maturing and bringing forward plans of eco­
.Domy and reformation, for the security of the 
ind~pendence of parliament, for healing the 
breaches of the constitution, and relieving the 
.burdens of the people; 'in the execution of 
,which the present ministry stood pledged to 
the country j a heavy calamity was approach­
.ing, which darkened the prospect that had 
opened to the nation. This was the loss of 
,the l\larquis of Rockil}gham, whose' health 
bad been for some time gradually declining, 
and at length sunk under the increasing 
weight of public cares and business., The 
.first step taken by the court, after his d«?ath. 
which happened on th~ .1st of July, 1782, 
was the ~ppointment 9f the Earl of Shelburne 
to be his successor in the Treasury. ,This 
.unexpected ev.en t was soon followed by the 
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resignatiQn. (If ~Ir. J~~ox, ·~f ... , Sheridan, and, the 
rest of. the ministry ; ,and the ~ver,,:,mem,orabl~ 
coalit:ion having ,been: formed, ~he ,t~le~ts .of 
~r .. ~heri~aD,: were _,again devoted to ljte-

\ rary ,hostilities against Lord Shelbp.rne's ,ad~ 
minist.rati~n. , 

,It ,hal!!: be~n ~,rro:Q.~pusly stated, however, 
in"the :JJiographi,a Dr~matic~" and othe~ pub'\' 
lications, ~l1at. ~'(r. Sheridan wa~ a, wrjte~ in tha 
p~I,'iQdrcal: 'paper. ~alle<J. " Th~ J esuis,~ ;,.i ,}I~ 
did nQt write a singl~ p~p,e:t: of' :the eighte~q 
'numbers that wer~ pripted;, but lte w~s ope 
9~,the ad~isers,of~l:J:e publication:. :~r,:BuI,'ke 
r~coJ:Ilmended t4e late, ,Dl,"t,Law..rence .tp; C()Il1 

d:uct it, :and, t4at ,ge;ntlt~lQan }Va~tAe :.~fit~~ ,o( 
the whole, from facts l!n,d h~:qt~ wj,tjI w:hi~hh~ 
was ,supplied. It ,wa~( stQPp~4'1>y ,a ,ihre;at, 
ened; pr,o~eputiQn.~ft~r", the, above nu~ber~ 
had been pub.1is!I~d~ ,", ,:,; I ' ; I " 

,'In a short time,the:: c~a\iti()I).jg~ne(Lad~, 
cisi:v~ ,:victory over the: Shelbur:p.e ,admj.ni~tra.~ 
tion; a negotiation, w.a~ ,()p~ne!I,'With J4~ 
~u){e,.o( portland, and on.th~'2d,~of April. 
l783, ~ ,new admini~tration, was announced" 

,in;,which l\J~. ,~heridllD, wa~ appo~nted Secfei 
~ary of the ~rea~ury. , '.", ," " \ ) 
.', ~e ,extrac;>rdinary power,s of I reaso~ing 
evince4:bJ' ,Mr. She~~3)l~;\1! ,.d~(ence' of(~I.r~ 
Fox's celebrated India.il>i1l,,~qually. astoni~hed 
and . delighted his, a,udience ,~nd the public. 

M-B. 
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On the rejection of that bill in the House' or 
Lords, in December of the same year, the mi­
nistry;ofwhich lUr. Sheridan was a member, waS' 
compelled to yield io another coalition ; not, 
however, formed of two eminent leaders of 
opposite parties, but of the shreds and tat­
ters of every party. 1\Ir. Sheridan being again 
placed in the ranks of opposition; became 
constant and indefatigable in, his support of 
the popular cause, and his abilities were 
dreaded as the never-failing scourge of the 
measures of his opponents. 

In the violent debates. which took place 00' 

the state of the country,- 1\11'. Sheridan exer­
cised his satirical powers wi~h the greatest 
success. In these discussions the most 

. pointed personalities were cast and retorted, 
from both sides of the' house. The coalition 

"was branded as a corrupt confederacy of tw~ 
- desperate factions, to seize upon the govern .. 
ment of the 'country; and the lridia bill was, 

, foolishly represented to have been an experi­
ment made by l\-Ir. Fox, with a view, if not to 
place the crown on his own head, at least t~ 
raise himself to a degree of power superior ro 
. that of. the sovereign. On the other hand, 
the party composing the new administration 
was described as 'a coalition, not indeed ot 
parties, but of the shreds. and remnants ot 

• vol. I. paiel''74 to 88. 
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the dregs and outcasts or 'parties ;as a body 
collected ror the purpose or, fighting the 
battles of secret and u~constitutioil~ in­
fiuence, *' of· tramplingo~ the power and dig­
nity of the House of .Commons; and of estab­
lishing a government of cabal, intrigue, and.fa. 
l'ouritilm, and oCdestroying the very principles 
of laudable ambition,' and ,honourable service 
in the state. ' 
. " Mr. Sheridan on these occasions, attacke4 
Wit~ the greatest severity, and. at the sam~ 
time with considerable poignancy of wit. and 
humour; both' ·Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas, 
(afterwards Lo~d Mel~ille) the two leading 
members of administratio~. . 
. -In 1785 Mi-. Sheridan had. a: principal shar, 

in the debates on_the Irish Propositions.tHe 
warmly contended, that· circumstan ... ces .did, 
not justify the arrangement of ministers, 
whqse . schemes thr()Ughout.· the' business, 
had been delusion" trick~~and fanacy. ,He 
compared the treatment :of Ireland, ,newly_ 
escaped from harsh trammels and severe dis .. 
cipline, to' that ·of a bightnettled horse, hard 
to catch,; whom ,.thee Irish S~retary was to 
soothe and coax with a sie-ye of provender in 
one hand, :but be prepared with a bridle iIi the 
,,.t " 1 ,'} '~·."_I~ . . I, (4 ' . 

. • In allusion to . the eouimun1cations receivedfroDi His . Majesty. 
by Earl Temple and others:;"';'Vide'Vor. I.'page '13~ 

t Vpl, 1, page 14Uo 182.'·· : .', " ." .. 

" ltl.-B 2 
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pther, ready :to slip over hi. head while 
snufHing at the food. l\Ir. Sheridan provcd 
himself in these debates, perfectly master of 
the ~ubject, and fully acquainted with' the 
real interests of Ireland: his spceches on this 
()ccasion, were particularly remarkable· fot 
their depth, solidity, and force of argument. 
The ministry found them unanswerable by fair 
reasoning, and l\Ir. Pitt attempted to rebut 

I the'm by the most acrimonious language .of re-
proof; l.!ut this line of conduct produced 
from the latter, those retorts of keen satire, 
which never failed in silencing the persod 
whose inconsiderate conduct provoked them. 
This was particularly noticed~ when l\lr. Pitt, in. 

. 1783, 'whilst prime minister of .this kingdom, 
illiberally made allusions to Mr. Sheridan's 
einployments, as man~ger of a theatre, and 
his dramatic pursu.its; and'recommended hi. 
reserving his: talents for their proper stage.· 
Instead .of being put out ;of temper by thi~ 
.&:ttack, l\Ir. Sheridan met it with the greatest. 
good. humour, and. by a happy thought, re~ 
duced, the Premier of ,England to the. angry, 
boy .in. the Alchymist,tto the no imall amuse .. 
I'. Vol. I. page 46. ' 

t. 'I'M singular fe~icitt or ,tbis allU/iioD to the c~aracter or ~a8t1i'f' 
was noticed in the probationary ode. f{)l' tbe laureatsbip. Lord 
Thurlow is, ~re lIIade, much .in character, tQ e~laim, . 
. . ~. Damn SherWan', "it. 

The terror of Pitt," 
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nlentof the opposition party~' arid of, every 
admirer of gentlemanly satire.> 
, Equally expert at a ,regular charge, or an 
unpreniiditated reply, 1\lr.' Shetid'an, had, at 
this period, r~ndered hhitself feared by- the 
opponents of his colleagues, for that vigour of 
'mind, extenf,of inforination, and brilliancy' of 
eloquence and wit, which penetrated theircou­
cealed·l'iews, ,exposed. their fallacies, and'. by 
unexpected flashes andretorts, never ,failed to 
bverwhelm, them with co~fusion,and expose 
them to the' derision, . not only of the house, 
but of the 'public. . 
, In 1786, 1\lr.> Sheridan vigorously' opposed 
the mQtion pf the mi~ister, for : erecting forti .... 
fications for the protection of th~ dock-yards, 
founded on a plan proposed by a board 'of offi­
cers. His speech,~ on this ·measure, ' waS 
the subject of much ,admiration ~ and indeed, 
independent of such arguments as are peculiar,' 
to' itself,.it comprehends every other which ' 
was made use of in) contradiction to\ the' pro­
posed plan of fortifications. His objections to 

, the syst'em,were, first, such as went to shew, 
that it was,- in itself, dangerous and inimicaI to 
'the constitution; and secondly, that \, such 
were the nature,' and circumstances of the 
.-eport made ,by the board of officers, that the 

• Vol I. page 197 •. 
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'report itself did Dot warrant or authorize the 
system. The arguments with which l\Ir. She­
ridan supported hi. objections, had full 
weight \!ith the house, and on a division, t~e 
motion of the minister was rejected by the 
casting vote of the Speaker. 

The proceedings against 1\lr. Hastings aC­
forded 1\lr. Sheridan opportunities for the dis­
play of all his powers of eloquence. Hi, 
ipeech • on the third charge against 1\lr. Hast­
ings, viz. the resumption of the J aghires, and 
the confiscation· of the 'treasures of the 
Princesses of Oude, the mother and grandmo­
ther of the reigning Nabob will alway. be ad-

.mired. And here it QIay not be improper to 
. repeat the opinions, as stated in vol. I. of the 
most distinguished members of the houle OD 

this celebra.ted oration; 
The subject of the charge was particularl.J 

fitted for displaying all the pathetic power. of 
eloquence, and never were they displayed with 
greater force, skill, and elegance. For five 
hours and a half 1\lr. Sheridan commanded 
the universal attention and admiration of the 
bouse (which, from the expectation of the day, 
was uncommonly crowded) by an oration of 
almost unexampled excellence; uniting' the 
most convincing closeness and accuracy of ar. 

~ -

• Feb. 7, ]781, YoL I. p.272. 



xxiii 

gument, with the mQst luminous precision; an,d 
perspicuity of language; ~d alter~ately.giv", 
jng force and energy. to truth by. $olid. and 
s\lbstantialreasoning; and enlightening the 
JDost ~xteniive ~nd involved ~ubjectll with the 
pureat clearness of l~gic, and .:the brightest 
splendour of rhetori9. 
~ . ~very prejudice. every prepo~session, w,er. 
gradually overcome by.the force of this~xtra­
ordinary combinatjo4 of keen, but liberal dis­
.cr~mination-of brilliant,' yet argumentative 
~t.So fascinated were the ~uditors by hi. 
eloquence, that whe,Jll~r.Sheridan sat down, 
the whole house. the members~ peers, and 
strangers, involunt~rily joined iu a tumult of 
~pplause, and adopted a m()de of express-

. ;.ng . their approbation, .new alid irJ:egular ~n 
the house, by loudly and repeatedly clapping 
"ith their .hands. : . 
. l1r. Burke declared it to be, the most as­
tonishing effort of eloquence, argument. and 
wit, united"of wb~ch .there w:as any record or 
tradition. 
. llr. Fox. ,said, all that be had ever. heard­
all that be had ever read, when compared wit~ 
it, dwindled into nothing, and vanished like 
vapour before the sun. . 
. Mr. Pitt acknowledged,. that it surpassed 
all the. eloquence of ancien~ or modem times, 
. and possels~d every thing that geniul or art 
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eouid fumishto agitate ,and controul the hu-
man-mind. .',: . , 
, The effects ·tt produced were proportioned 
to' its. merits. After a -,considerable suspen~ 
sion of ,'the debate, one of 'the friends of 1\lr. 
Hasqngs (1\lr. llurgess) with some 'difficulty 
obtained, for a short time, a hearing; but find­
ing the house· 'too strongly affected by what 
they had ' heard to listen'to him with favour, 
fiat-down again .. Several members confessed 
they had come down strongly prepossessed in , 
behalf of the person· accused, and imagined 
nothing less, thana 'Jilirade could, have 
wrought so entire a revolution in their senti. 
ments. Others declared, that though they 
could not resist the conviction that llashed 
upon their minds, yet they wished to haH~ 
time to.cool before 'they were ca!led upon to 
vote; and' though they were persuaded' it 
would require another miracle to produce 
another" change in their opinions, yet, for the 
sake of decorum, they thought it proper; that 
the debate should be adjourned. 1\Jr. Fox 
and 1\Ir. 1\1. A. Taylor strongly opposed this 
proposition ; contending, that it was not less 
absurd than unparliamentary to defer coming 
to a vote, for no other reason that had heen al. 
leged, than because the members were too 
firmly com-inced; but 1\Ir. Pitt concurring 
with the opinions -of the. former, the debate 
was adjourned a little after one o'clock. 
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, .. .In June, 1'788~ ;}Ir.Sheridan~umtned up the 
-evidence· on :thl' ~econd, ,or 'Begum cbarge~'" 
respecting the confinement and 'imprisonment 
.of :the~ Princesses .of" Oude,i iand the seizure of 
their treasures. ' This' oration~' which was deli­
vered'on ihe3d;f6th, 10th', and'13th ofJ:une, 

• Vol. II.page,S6 ~o 127.' 
t'The opinion of: Mr. Burke on these oratioils,deserves notice:,...,. 

.on the 6th,' Mt., Burgess having;, moved in' the house of commoilS. 
that the, Solicitors 'employed by; the'managers of ,the prosecution 
should. from time to time; present at the ba~ 'of the house. an acc()unt 
1)£ the expenses: incurred. Mr.:Burke sHid~' that he roseneithel' to 
second' nor to zesist the motion: Before he, seconded. he must ap­
prilve a motion ; before; be opposed it,he most feel a strong reasQU 
for, meeting it with his, negative. In the present case. he felt, n9 

, powerful propensity'either way. He WQuid Dot. howev~r. !J.vQid 
offering his warmest.congratlollations to the' honourable gentleman. ~o 
his havjng chosen ,that glorious day. after the triumph Qf .the mOl1J~ 
iog. to bring forwll-rd a business of such' an important ,nature! It 
was the, honoutdble gentleman's choice of 1,illing up the happy interval 
between their,!J.dj~urnDtent from Westminster Hall and, the rising 9f 

• the, house, with' calling ;them to the, examination of, the item~, of Il 
Solicitor's bill,' which alone was fit to follow his first onset' ",itJlio, ' 
these: walls. when he had stood IIp, and boldly ventured fora Ion.;' 

, time" singly, and unseconded. to, can for. the: :atte",tion of, thehO\~se. 
after everY'othet member had heell struck, dumb with'astonish~ent 
and, admiration at the wonderful el0!fuence, of his bono~ble friend~ 
Mr; Sheridan,. who had: that day again: surpri.sed the thousands wbo 
hung: with rapture oll'his accents, by ,such a, display of tale!lts as 
were unparalleled in the ,annals of oratory. ~nd as ,did th~ hi&hest 
'honour ,to himself. Jo that house, and to his, country, ~. Fc;>,r his part. 
~;l Burke added, his m.ind was Dot ,sufficiently let 40'f(n from the 
height of .e,!ultation to which it had b«:ell ra~sed; it required a, de: 

, 8ree .ofbe~ding. of wettiJ:lg. and of rela~ation.' to sink 'his thoughts 
to the level of snch an inquiry as that to, "hich the honourable ,gen,­
~leman had called, tlleir, attention. After, suob a sublime' and glo­
rious feast a~ th, ~orning had atrorded, the honourable gentleman'. 
curious speculation on minute particulars, convinced him that Provi-, 
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is beyond 'all praise~ It enchanted every In. 
dhidual. present, and established l\Ir. Sheri. 
dan the first orator .of the age. 

The conduct .of the impeachment of l\fr. 
Bastings was a task singularly arduous. Pub. 
lic opinion was in favor of lUr .. Hastings,- and 

dence had intended that man should- not be proud. but that extasy 
of the mind sbould be cbeclfed aDd cooled by 80me Budden conco­
mitant of mortification and disgrace, 10 that, under aoy circum- . 
atances, it should be impostible for a hWDID being to eac:ape long 
from baving lome proof of natural infirmity tbrust before hi. si,ht. 
He again cungratulated the bonourable centlemao. therefure. on hi. 
choice .r. day. declaring, that if e,er there WII • day made te 
dignify the Dation, . made to dignify human Dature itself, it Will tbat 
'very day. or all tbe ,arious apecies or oratory. or every kind oC. 
eloquence that had been heard, either in ancient or in modem timet ; 
whatever tbe acuteness of tbe bar. the dignity of the leoate. or the 
.~ty of tbe pulpit, could fumisb. had Dot been equal to what 

• 'that house bad tbat day heard ill Westminster Hall. No holy reli­
gionist, no man of any description a. • literary character. eould 
ha,e come up. in the ODe inltance, to tb, pure Ieotiments of mo­
talit,.. or in tbe other. to the variety of kaowledge, force o( im ... 
ginatio., propriety and ,i,acity o( allusion, aud .trengtb of exprn­
liou. to whicb tbey all that day bad listened. From poetry up t. 
eloquence. there "'81 Dot • specie. of c:ompositioD 01 whicb • com­
plete and perf'ect specimeD migbt Dot laBYe beeo culled, (rom one 
part or the other of the .peecb to whicb he aUuded, and wbicb he 
was penuaded. had made too etroag au impression OD the miadl 
of .that boUle to be 10 1008 obliterated. .. .. render lOch. COlIne 

dish of Ilopt .. the hooonrable gentleman had let before them •• t aU 
palateabfe. There wal. Mr. Burke added, DO CIOIIquest of man over 
maD. like that o( geniu. over injustice: imtead, therefore, o( reo 
IOlving themselves into • committe. of petty accountl, they ollgh .. 
like the RollJllDS, after Scipio'. ric:torie,. to go and thank the god. 
for that dat. triumpb, &c • 

• Mr. Sheridan'. opiaion of the character of Mr. HutiDgs.i11 ~ 
found particularly exprelSed ill VoL I. p. 287. 288, 326. 
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throllgho ut,: the, 'greatest~ifficultieswere op'" 
posed to' .the, managers. ' The decided sanc,.. 
tion given to the party arraigned, aJi,d the dis .. , 
countenance constantly shewn to· 'the'mana ... 
gers of the impeac~ment during : ~ts' progress t 
by srveral of tpe judges; though, ,perhap~, in 
~ome degree, :consistent with the merciful 
spirit of the law of this country, were obstacle_s 

. the manag~rs could hardly. be expected 
'to 'surmount. ;The impeachment, however, 
opened a' splendid' theatre for literary -rame, 
before an· audience .ofthe ·,first dignity and 
splendour, ,between Mr. Sheri,dan and Mr'. 
,Burke: 'two indivi~uals of the same country, 
(Ireland), the same nearly in point of genius, 
as well as birth, though each' was marked by 
some pe,culiarities of character. They both 

, possessed great, variety of style as ,well as 
vigour of imagination. By the magic of their 
el.oquence and poetical fancy, they could giy:e 
animation to" every object they' might have 
occasion to, describe; and where real objects 
failed, could call into' existence a thou$and 
airy nothings. As wassai,,' of the Italian poet 
Dante- ,,' I 

" II poeta dell' €'Didenza!'., 

, They were taught by philosophy, that 'a . 
degree of belief attends ~ivid conception; 
and that to: arrest the attention' of men,is a 

, . . ,-

'They were poets: of evidence.' , 
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great step towards their conviction. lUi nurk~ 
was, perhaps,. richer in ~svarious metaphor. 
andallqsions~ as. well 8S more lively' in' hi. 
transitions; but. he mixed" ,the, lerious too 
often with the low and the burlesque. ~fr. 
Sheridan's muse was less desultory, and more 
equal in her flight;· to him belonged eler"! 
intellectual excellence- . 

" Omne genus tetigit-nullum tetigit quod non ornavit." 

Dut both * of them soared with epic freedom 
intQ the boundless regions of fancy, arid made 
the most energetic appeals to the passions. 

Here again. ~Ir. Pittt bowed to the supe­
rior eloq~ence or l\lr. Sheridan, by moving 

. an adjournment at the close of his (Mr. She­
ridan's) speech;· and stated, as his principal 

r 

• It has been remarked; that Mr. Sheridan, in. flow of diction~ 
yielded oot to Mr. Pitt; in force and acuteness he might be com­
pared to Mr. FOIL: while, in 8plendour of imagination, he equalled 
Mr. Burke, and in its use and management, far excelled him •. Hit 
sarcasm. were tiner, but lesl levere, than thOle by which Mr. Pitt 
indulged his anger, and the wit displayed by Mr. SMridao in par­
liament was, perhaps, from the auavity of his temper, mach lea. aharp 
than brillianL But the quality which predominated ~ver all it. 
eompauions in the mind of Mr. Sheridan, was hi. nquisite and 
lIighly finished taste. In this rare talent he had no competitor; Ind 
that it was that gave such inimitable pee to his expressioDl: Ind 
which, in arguing or declaiming, in eulogy or invective, disposed hi. 
thoughts with an effect 10 full and admirable. 

t lIr. Pitt. in speaking on the Declaratory East IDdia Bill, '7th of 
"larch, 1788, voL ii. p. 10, oble"ed, .. That in mOlt of lb. Sheri:- ' 
dan'. speeches there was moch fancy; in maoy, shining wit: in othen, 
"Ie." inceDioUi ar&umeDt; ~ all, pat eloquellCe," &c. 
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reason, that the' bouse could not come then 
to an impartial decision, for they were still 
" under the wand of the enchanter." 
: In the debates· 'on the Regency, in the 
same year. 17~, the powers. of IUr. Sheridan's 
eloquence were again called forth. Hewas 
the . principal leader, in the attempts to con­
stitute, without restriction, the .Prince of 
'Vales, Regent; whose rights he supported 
with' a 'dignity~' not lessened by his accus­
tomed ardour. In imposing restrictions',l\Ir: 
Sheridan conceived some delicacy was requi-, 
~ite, for, 'every restriction that was. not neces~ 
sary, was not a limitation, but an insult. lie 
attributed JUr. Pitt's haste t() impose'restriCo! 
tions to the 'fear, 'or unworthy ,suspicion, that 
he CQuld not carry the limitations he' meant tQ 
propose, unless he' were minister,; or to the 
apprehension that parliament, or ~he Prince,. 
would fOl'getto do their ,duty; and, he put 
these pointed, questions to that minister.­
"What provision was made, it the Pr:ince . 
should refuse ;10 he Regent' on the minister"s 
term!i$ ?-Supposing him not to refuse, what, 
reasQn had the, house to believe he would 
withhold hisc consent from those restrictions 
. when Regent, under which he would consent, 
to accept the trust? 'Vould anyone advise. 
bim'to say, I accept the Regency under the! 

" . 
, • v QI: II. page 133 to loa. 
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limitations' you propose, which I think are im-=-
proper, and which I hope parliament will 

'annul?" . 
The father of ~Ir. Sheridan died in tIJe year 

1788; and, in 1792, death also deprived him 
of his lady, of whom l\'Ir. 'Vilkes said, she'was 
" the most modest, pleasing, and delicate 
flower he had seen." 

At its commencement, the French revolution 
was enthusiastically admired by l\Ir. Sheridan. 
He conceived it to be as justa revolution as ' 
our's, proceeding upon as sound a principle 
and a greater provocation, and vehemently 
defended the general views and conduct of 
the national assembly. At the same iime be 

. abhorred the cruelties that had been com­
mitted; from which, however, an awful lesson 
was to be :gathered, which could not fail . in 
creating an abhorrence of that accursed sys­
tem of despotic government, which lets an 
example of depravity to the slaves it rules 
over: , 

Our own revolution, in 1688, lUre Sheri. 
dan .regarded as the glorious rera that, gave 
real and efficient rreedom to this country, and 
established, on a penn anent basis, those sa­
cred principles or government, and reverence 
for the rights of mao, which he, for one, could 
not value bere, without wishing to see the~ 
dift'used throughout tbe world, 
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The alarm of da~ger, which had at this time 
been spread throughout the: kingdom, not only 
to the public peace, but the constitution itself, 
began to yield to the means which' were now 
, employed to unfold and controul those practices' 
by which it had been produced. It was said 
to have arisen from the principles of the rights' , 
of, man, first propagated I by the French, and 
since disseminated throughout this country; 
that under 'Va,rious pretences, but particularly 
that, of parliamentary reform, clubs and so-' 
cietieswere established,. which met ~ 'Various 
parts of the- kingdom; and circu~ated the doc-" 
trines of the Frel!eh constitution among the­
middle and lower classes, ,of the people, to' 
make them discontented with their go'Vern..: 
ment; that'thus they hoped to prepare their 
minds for any'attempt that might be here;tft~r 
inade to overturn the go'Vernment of the coun .... 
try., These circumstances had the effect ,of 
producing a change in the opposition party .. 

. Some of its supporters, and amongst them,: 
Mr. Burke, ,imagining that this was a time ,of 
alarm and danger, when: all party spirit should' 
subside; when all party contentions should 
c;ease~ and when men of all parties should' 
unite to · support the go'Vernment, 'considered 

. the external as well as internal enemies, ,to bet 
of a ~pecies which -had never been encoun-' 
tered; and. that. no weapon couldf;ioe,~e~-
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tually, oppose their: designs, as an unanimous 
and determined spirit of resistance; 

. Such was the general state of affairs, at the 
meeting oc. parliament, on the 13th of De­
cember, 1792. In IIh~ :lUajcsty's speech .... on 
that occasion, it was stated, that a design. 
existed to attempt the, destruction of our con .. ; 
stitution, and the subversion of all order and, 
government; and that this design· had el·i·· 
dendy been pursued in connection and concert 
with persons in foreign countries. l\Ir. She-' 
ridan in opposing the address, which was,an. 
echo of His l\Iajesty's 'speech, contended, that 
if there were, in reality, any seditious per~; 
sons in this country, who wished to overturn I 

. the constitution, their numbers were as small 
as their designs were detestable. lie accused 
ministers with having created the alarm, and. 
strongly enforced the necessity of the house; 
proceediJlg into an inquiry,. respecting the; 
ci~cums~ances which were alleged as the: 
grounds oC that alarm, before they proceeded 
any farther. l\Ir. Sheridan gave it as his firm, 
opinion, . that were one French soldier to land 
upon our coast, with the idea of effecting any. 
change in our government, eloery hand and, 
heart' in the country would be fired by the. 
indignity, and unite to oppose so insulting an 
attempt • 

.• For the substance of t~c speech-Vide page 37. yol. III. 
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" In his speech'; On ·Mr. Fox's ,motion fat 
sending a}Jlinisterto. Paris, to treat -with· the 
provisional government of France, ~Ir~ She-, 
ridan succes'sfully, exercised that" vein of ~ 
proinptedridicule'and sarcasm he ~ad always 
at' command. "'lJie 'Opinions of l\Ir. Burke and 
Mr. Windham ~ere criticised ,in the most 
masterly inanner~' arid the declaration of a no­
ble lord,t "that he was ashamed of the en .... · 
thusiasm'thathe had once felt for Mr.Fox.~ 
l\Ir. Shet:idan' treat~d with the indignant zeal: 
which fritinds:ttip demanded; .pe· observed, 
that the accQrding choru~ of the noble band,t 
who in spite of the;efforts' of clamour . and 
power, surrounded. the' standard ,of ·l\Ir. Fox; 
" the .champion 'of' theco'nstituiion;" testified 
how little they valued the desertion of this noble' , 
lord~ , .. 

. That magnanimolJs arid humane spirit, which 
was' such ,. a distinguished feature· in . the cha­
racter of Mr. Sheridan, . induced him to be' die 
first ~o call the' attention of the' House of Com': 
mons 'to 'a contemplation. of the horrid and 
merciless catastrophe, with, which, the'king: 
. and royal family of France, were . threatened; 

• Page 42. vol. III. , " t IAlrd Sheffield. ' 
t To the eternal credit of Mr. Sheridan, he co"tinued ' firm, to biJ. 

first opinions and friendships. while inferior talents, with the recommen- ' 
dation of perfidy and political desetVoD alone. have met with the 

,moat ampl\, rewards. and ~Q fattened on .the distressei 'OCthe public. 
H.-C 
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in order if possible tel avert it. l\Ir. Sheridan 
suggested:ff aD interposition on the part ot the 
British government: and lUr Fox supported 

_, his friend's idea. The conversation, which the 
union of such eloquence rendered trulyaffec~ 
mg, terminated in a'motion, by 1\lr. Pitt, on the 
lubject. 

1\lr.~Sheridan·s feelings, in. regard to the u.ur. 
ro~tu.nate Lewis, ~ere further wif:nessed by thfi 
house,. after the' death of the king, in t.ha 
fipeech be made when' he' moved t for an ad .. 
W:eis, praying that such communications' DB 

might have been received, as to. the existence. 
4)( seditious practices. in this country, should 
be laid be£or~ a.committeeof the house. H~ 
(.bereinanimadTerted on a declaration. made iii 
the house, t that the only consolation. that 
could arise from the death or murder or the 
k.ing WaJiI,. that it would, rouse the. indignation 
aJld animosit, oC mankind against France. 
1nj&, 1\lr., Sheri.d8Jl remarked. "was a cons01 
4tion arising f.rom inhumanity that he. did 'not 
ellvy;, be kne~ there were. those whOo. did not 
m~u.m thaft u.nhappy. event: there. were those 
w~ didu,ot interest themselves toav.ert tb.at 
misfortune. But those who loved freedom or 
cherishe4, Uherty. must ever deplore.. the trans­
~tiOD, because, by one act, they had armed 

. • Page 62, .3, ~ yoL III. 
t V~t.JIL I" ~o .101. j t Vol" W. p;lW. 
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de$potism, and given a faial blow:tf6lt~~ 
interests of mankind:," .' 10~2:fJ) 

,In the debate~ on! the ~on~inu ,1l>D?cAf"U1~ 
war with France; in' January, 1794, ,~M.ri': 
dan was a I)lfomment speaKer.· He shewed;thai 
undue advantage was taken of the (litssions-' at~ 
tached' to human nature, in order to excite thel 
indignation of the' nritish public against the 
French, on accoulit of the enormities . they had 
committed in the course of. the revofution~ 
The guilt an<l ihfamy ~ of their ~ol'ldnct, 1\11".' 
Sheridan' admitted, nO' person could deny'; bu11 
it o.n1y affected them~ 'and no people' had any 
otller right than to lament the'misfortuneS! 01 
that' country, with()ut assuming,~ h'o~ever,. the: 
least interference! in its domestic 'affairs, unles!/ 
by amicable' mediation between the: parties~--' 
After reprollating at great length th'e coalitionl 

against France, 1\fr.' S~erid~lIf observed, thatt 
the, j~BCtiOD of this country with the other 
powers of Europe; was the heaviest blow, in 
the'opinion of the;Frfmch~ thatth~y could have' 
l"eceivedoi: The English were the only people, 
since the revolution, fot whom the Freneh had, 
avowed any esteem~, It was' of notoriety th~t· 
they, held allrothers ·in contempt, alid' 'thete­
fore, much against' t~eiF will; that they found-' 

- themselves involved in &1 quartel with this coun~\ 
try~ '. Referring' n~xt: to'the parade of ~isiDtij..\ . 

<. • • Vide Vol. m: po 182 to 222~ 
JI.-C S 
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rested patriotism and vaunted sacrifices. made. 
by the ministry and their friends, he entered 
into a review of their conduct, and concluded 
with the following keen and pointed observa,o 
tions :-" Oh, shame! shame I is this a time, , 
for selfish intrigues, and the little dirty traffic, 
for lucre and emolument? Does it s'uit the 
-honor of a gentleman to ask at stich a moment? 
Does it become the honesty of a minister tG­
grant? Is it intended to confirm the 'Jlerni~' 
cious,doctrine so industriously propagated hy' 
many, tha.t all public men are impostors, and' 
that every 'politician has his price? Or even i 
where there is.no principle in the bosom, why, 
does not prudence hint to the mercenary and 

- ~e vain to abstain, for a while at least, and 
wait-the fitting of the times? Improvi<;lEint im,~ 
patience! nay, even from those who seem to 
have no direct object of office or profit, what: 
is the language which their actions speak?· 
The throne is in danger! .we ,villsupport the' 
throne; but let us share the smiles of royalty: 
the order of'nobility is in danger J I will fight 
for nobility" says the Viscount, but my zeal. 
would· be much greater, if' I were made an 
Earl. Rouse all the lUarquess within me,ex­
claims the Earl, and the peerage never turned 
Corth a Dioreundaunted champion 'in its cause 
than I'shall prove. Stain my green riband 
blge, cries out th~ Illustrious Knight, and the 
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rriuntain of' h~~or will have a f~st ;anifaithfui 
servant. 'Wl~at are the people to '.thi~kof .. o~t 
sincerity? What credit a.re,t~ey. to give,~()ou~ 
pt:ofes~ions?' Is this ~ystem to b~ per~~ve~e<) , ' , 

in?" $, " 

. 'On the 17th l\iarch,1794, .a warm 'debate 
took 'place in the ~o~s~ of Commons,r~spect:­
lng ~. r~qu.isition ,issued 'by t~-: ~inistry, under 
th,e: na~e of a: recommendation fo~ the ~aising 
of 'vo~unteer conipanie~ of horse: a~d foot, iIi 
(>r(ler-toprese'~v.e internal peace, and-suppress 
domestic insurrections ; and to aid the miIi­
~tary, if ,necessary, to repei an' invading ~!lemy. 
:~emeasu~e was' condemned by, the opposi­
tion as unconstitutional; 'and: .the voluntary 
s,ub~cripti,on~ proposed. to .s~ppqr~ ,it, were in 
particular declared unl~wful, wi~ho.ut the spe­
bific' consent of the legislature .. ,.In thesubse­
.quentdiscussion, o~ the 21.st Marco, Mr. She- . 
ridan demanded, whether the recommendation 
,proceed~d fr:om the Secretary of 'State'? and 

in' case it did, that.it should be,communicated 
'to-the hc:m~e; whic~ m:ight ~f course to be, ap­
prisedof it; as It rel~ted to the 'l~vying ot 
t~bops;.and money ~ The reply was, that the 
recommendation 'was no more than a method 
a.dopfed by ministry t'o ,dlre:ctit' iIi the forma-
'#onof a plan to 'be presented 'to the house, ~s 
,loon as proper estimates:of the expense~ad 

• Vol. Irr. p. 21S. 
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}JeeJl regularly made op.~. Letters ,having, 
been written by government to, th~ ,ieutenanhl 
of tlte ,~eve,r~cpunties on the .. subject, l\fr! 

_ ~her~dan reqtie~ted_they should be produ~d; 
but this being refused" he gave notice - b~ 
would move ~e house to declare its disappro. 
bation of the measure. The minister, in-'~­
;wer to this, -asserted, ,that it was found~d. Qn 
Jlrecedent; aD.eJ that money t,hu$. rajsed, pad, 

- in various instances, been expended in .th~ 
- support of troops, as it was propose4 i~ th~ 
present case. Pursuant to his notice, lUr,. 
Sheridan resumed this business on the ~4th of 
~Iarch, ~nd moved for tb~ papers; but th~ 
qnestion .being put, it was carried in favor qf 

. lJlinistry. .' " 
.On the 28th of the same, month, }lr. Shf;ri .. 

dan moved, in an animateq· address - to t\1~ 
house, that it wall dangerous and unconstitu., 
tional for the people of. this country to make 
~ny loan of money to parliament. In reply, 
fhe letters written by the ~Iarquelils of, Lan&, 
do~e, then Lor<l Shelbu~e,'while in- office, 
to the lieutenants of counti~s, in 1782, were 
~itfd, a~ a case precisely similar to the presentJ 
Alr~ 'Vind4am v~hemently sllpported his opj. 
D;ion, and observed, that the oppositio" of the 
preseqt day resembled that of the year 1745 t 
whicl,I, to, favour the cause of the Preteqderl! 

• Vol. Ill. p. 28,Sl 
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declared.1hec~unttywaS: in rio danget;· :Thes~· 
asset:tioDs' produ~'ed, 1I.~ 'most satirical .and 
pointed· censure' from l\'Ir:.Sheridan; :HCi reo"; 
called to, _)n~ Windham'. remembraoo8 tlui, 

· vehemence with which . he' iused xo :.inveigh 
· against the present minister; ; ~d spoke wit~ 
the greatest· severity bf llis ditelictiou of :the 
minority. There \vere~Mr~Sheridano}jserved, 
some fundamental principles. which' no' mati· 
could . b~ justUied ill fo~aking:~tQ' grant;no 
,upp~iestothE?-ctown, bilt through~pa:rJiamentl: 
ivas the essential part. of theconstitut!tm: f"-',to 
relinquish this· privilege,. tta~ to ,empawer. ,he 
crown at once to corrupt parliatllenl~. and .subt 
'tertliberty. 'The debate. waS' vbnbhld~tl.witb 
a-majority. of 1'70 for: the prevhmsquestion .. ~ •. 
. ~ To" minutely follow' ~t.~ Sheridan' through' 
his political careet from this: periqd" Wpuld 
swell this;work to another voll1rbe l' w~ must 
now therefore; content ourselves #ith a.'few ..,' . 

ob~.e'rvation8' on two or three particUlar points; 
· and· ..efer·' 'the reader' to the sl>eechesi4em4 
selves ~ they are the 'strongest. evid.ence of Mr. 
Sh~ridan's nnteinittingexettions in: support of 
the' -constitution. of his country; as well as of 

, the splendont of l:J,is'igenins, 'which will shed,.~ 
. lustre upon· tbe . age in which he lived t to the" 

,"emotest posterity •. 
Mr. Sh~ridan has the credit of having, OIl 

, " I ", '.'_ 



the m~tiny at the 'Nore,- especially cOIitri04 
buted to save the state. .Although in opposi .. 
tionh.e was 'complimented by t~e 'ministry 
for- the "fair, candid, and liberal conduct he 
adopted in this business.'" 
: I1is speech,t in the debate on the army esti .. 
mates for 1803, obtained much commendation. 
Jle endeavoured to persuade all sides, that 
there never . was a crisis in which it was more 
necessary, than at 'that moment, to prove to 
the people of England, t.hat they were above 
all party feelings-all party distinctions, and 
superior to any petty scramble for places or 
power. ~Ir. Canning, on this occasion, ob­
served. that the sentiments of ~Ir. Sheridan 

. "were worthy the man who had so often come 
forward in times of public embarrassment, as 
the champion of the country's rights and in~ 
terests, and had rallied the hearts alid spirits 

. of the nation; he only regretted, that such ,a 
speech had not come from the mouth of ami .. 
nister.Such.language from those in a:dmini~ 
tration, would, in his opinion, do more than 
':fleets and armies to ward' off the attack of '" 
'foreign enemy, and to animate and maintain 
the spirit and energy of the people." 

A portion of this eloquent speech, produced 
an effect very different from the -conclusion. 

• Vide Vol. IV. p. 307 10409. - . tVoL V. p.209. 
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bf ,lUr.Sheridan:: , It 'wa~,its' bas : b'e~n :ob.: 
served, designed: to queli all' party feelings ; 
but in the pl~yful~ess . of. ~hatwit .and, fancy, 
which h~ always commanded, he fastened a 
degree .0f.person8.l ridicule on: the Prernieio

,' 

'Lord Sidmouth,' then )lr;Addington, the ef- ' 
feets: of which long' remaiDed. Some SUp-l . 
pose~ 7resem~lance'iJi the . deportment of hi~/ 

. Lordship, to ·'that which c;ommon consent has 
\ usually 'attached exClusively. to the professors 
pfmedicine;: Coinciding with the Circumstanc.e 
of .his being the:son olthe eminerifphysician 
of the same name,.had procured him, partially, 
the familiar 'appellation of" The . Doctor:" 
lIr.; Sheridan~ in the course of 'his speech;llot 
content with holding up ministers to view as 
the ~, lees ora bottle of tokay, on which 80me 
~ad· been. forward . to make it pass for ge~ 
nuine ';" -one as a " inere goose-quill,"-. . ano­
tlier .as " a. stick of sealing~wax, which; as soon 
as the drudgery of :signing the peace.was over, 
'were to be considered·as functi ojJiciis; and 
thrown aside"-. all~sions which' were quickly 
caught, .and,kept the house in continual laugh-
'ter-' took occasion; in stating the' personal dis ... 
like of some gentlemen·to ~Ir. Addington,ta 
quote Martial's epigram, , 

, " Non .amote, Sabide,' flee pOlsum dicere 'luQre; 
. H ~c 'anlum possum dicere, non amo teo Jt-
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or ,which he said, the,English parody would 
be more applicable to the parties,' . 

" 1 do not l~ke ihee, DOCTOR Fell," ~,. 

The particular emphasis which he laid on the 
"Word doctor, and his subsequent repetition oC' 
it, occasioned.it to be constantly applied; and 
thenceforwar~ the minister was generally dis. 
tinguished by the appellation oC" tlte Doctor." 

, The public prints,_ in the interest of his oppo. 
nents,' re-echoed the title, and twiSted and 
tortUred iHnto' every species of allusion that 
witand huniotircould ,bring to bear upon the 
mlln and hi~ measures, and held th~m up to 
that ridicule which is always fatal and destruc • 
.1iYe to: public character andconndence. 

In, 1808, when the early burst of Spanish 
patriotism had raised a strong .ympathj 
throughout Great Dritain; )Ir~ Sheridanwa. 
the first to 'give form 'and expression to the 
feelings which swelled every English breast. 

- lIe was' convinced, that since the first burd of 
the F~nch Revolution, there neyer existed &0 

happy an opportunity for this country to strike 
a bold stroke for the rescue of the world; he 
therefore recommended, that the 'patriotic and 
enthusiastic ardour or the Spaniards should 
be met with corresponding energy and en­
thusiasm; and, obsened l\Ir. Sheridan, iC that 
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vjg()rousjq~rfer~n~cEp ,took pl;!ce" ,,~. the~tlJ;llJ'1' 
• nistration s~oul~.,ha.l'~ fr~rp. ,ll~, as 'P9~dia1 
fllld ,a,ssiljpere' Jr.~upport;",a,s jf the, Ipan =\l' 

lYlww.he ,lJlQi,t if;)ve.d, w~r~ ,r~8tofedt() life all4 
" pmv:er·, ' " ,: , -' 

".: Q~ ~ ~~e ae~th.9f:)\f~-; ritt~J)lr~, Sh~rjdalJ 
{j~e bItt>, ild.V'~'~tr~ti(m 'Y~tq.JIi~ ffi~rid l\fr. 
f:(,l~ ,~,,H~~~;iappoiDt~d, a. ~rivy Cori;npillo.\' 
fl~ ;,Tr.~.aiurE!rt qf .the~ N a,vy; "aJ}.q,in tpe Jattex 
~~tpa#o~ ,h~., pOntPIJled tilt ~f~er the death.:of 
tl)~t gfea~ ·i~a.t~~II\~~-":, &4ortJy :after adiW.err 
"I\p.~ ~rps~ ill t~~ Jtfl\linet ' pp thq, subjeqtof th., 
Cath9lip:.cI~~I:I).~, ",hipq locclJ.~iQnE~d ,~ di~~Qlll'" 
~iqPt.'of Jlf\rli~w~n,t. '~u:l,_pl~~ed., ~ ... ~, She,t~q@ 
~PGe, plqrE;l;in ;tJw. ;ranlc.s',Q( :qpp()~itiop, . wheT" 
h~contjn¥~4t K91" th,~ r~p1~Ad.er of; the perio.d 
hehel<l a ~ea1 ip p~JiaIpent., I ! ' , ' 

:, After. the ,4,e~Jlt of, ,Ir;" Fq~! JUr, ,Sherida.tt 
contE;Steq the r,epre~~ntatipn, j~ pa.rJi~roent Qf 
th~, s~coI\d' city ,~~ tl}(~ .el!'pire~and -wa,s, re., 
lqrl\~~t . ()~- t.h~ . pis~Qlu.tion ,of p~rJiame1).~ In 
1607., b~. agaitl.,~c~we-:~ J~a~d.idate. (or W e,,~~ 
minster" b;ut :W~iillnsl!«c~~~ful. , ,,', 

~Ir. Sherida,n'~ I ~~lents~ . &~_ It~. ;Qr~tQrt m.~, 
always. be estimated by his Iilpeeches now 
recorded, many '(')'f which aremaster.:.pieces 
of el~quenc~"and ~eplete wit~ Jhe'll1o~t b.e,a~,. 
tifol effu~i~p.~ of fancy, wit" humQur~ ~i:td,synh. 

, p~th1- I~ h~~ -been' justly, ~umm~d up by 
• M~.;rox. 

, . 
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several political'characters, and with the opi­
nion of some ,we fully accord. 

lUr. Sheridan was calculated to shine: in 
eyery sphere; wherever he appeared"':"in the , 
senate, in the theatre, or in the seat or· con. 
vJviality, he monopolized a l~lrge portion of 
admiration; he, to adopt the words of one 
friend, possessed strength without coarse~ 
ness; liveliness without frivolity; he was bold 
but dexterous in his attacks-not easily re­
pelled, but when repelled effecting his re­
*reat in good order; often severe,· much 
oftener witty and gay, and·graceful; di~en" 
tangling what was confused; enlivening what 
'Was dull; very clear in his ~rrangements; 

. ,ery comprehensive in his views; flashing 
upon his hearers with such a burst of bril. 
liancy I":'" 'Vheu no other speaker was listened 
to, he could arrest and· chain down the mem"; 
bers to their seats-all hanging upon hini 
With the most eager attention-all fixed in 
wonder and 'delight; he never tired; he 
'Could adapt himself more than any other man 
to all minds and to all capacities-

.. 
< ." 

" From grave to gay, from llfeJyto severe." 

E"very quality of an orator was united in him; 
the mind, the eye, quick, sparkling, penetrat­
ing,matchlesl almost for brilliancy andeK­
pression-the attit~de, tbe gesture, the voice. , 
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" Mr. Sheridan. w~s invariably .the frieridof 
public liberty and the freedom, -of the pre$s ;~ 
when they were attacked he~tood forth . .theii 
ardent, uniform, and sincere champion; 'and 
his exertion~, in their . cause, together with. 
the: firmness~ of his politicalcomiection, . pro .. ' 
cured him a great share of popular. favor. . His 
just. constitutional prinCiples: :are ·so evident' 
in, .almostall his speeches,. thit it 'wouJd ~e 
'difficult to :Select one in particular.. 'W e can~' 
DO.t, however,biItnotice, at 'a mo'ment like the 
'present,' his conclusion, of anable·speech o~ 
the ·supply .of 1793;, and .whichwe wisb'was 
impressed on the 'mind .ofevery individual in 

. 'parliament. ··l\'Ir., Shedd,an rec'ommended to 
!be ,bouse, ,~ before they. laid· a 'new burden' 
of a single shilling, on,.the people,· to. 'enable 
themselves, by a~igororis' 'scrutiny into ·:all 
. u~ele~s . pla(!es, and reverSio~ary sinecures, '. t~ 
10oktheirconstituellt~.iD: the. face, and'assure 
them, that before they applied to. their pocJ{ets' 
they had abolished all unnecessaryexpensesJ 
and 'u]).inerited stipends.. By. doing .this,they. 
-woul~ 'l1ot ',only' bring to' the~public . service: 
large SUInS, wrung from ~the industry,a~J.(L 
labour of the'conimunity, bu.t theywould.de-: 
strey the ,baits of corruption, and ·teach the) 
government to look to its -merits 'for 'its sup"'i 
P 

·t" .... .. ' .'. , or ....... . 

.:. VoL JII. p. lQ4. 
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l\Ir. Sheidan's second wife, and widow, ·was 
the youngest daughter oC' the Rev. Newton 
Ogle, Dean of 'Vinchester; and with her for. 
tune he purchased the estate of Polsden, in 
Surrey; and soon after this event he was aJl'" 
pointed by the Prince oC 'Vales Receiver-Ge .. 
-neral oC the Duchy oC Cornwall, which situa .. 
tion he held during the remainder oC his life. 

In private liCe l\Ir. Sheridan was as much 
esteemed as genuine and unbounded wit, ex .. 
haustless good humour, and the singular and 
~appy Caculty oC accommodating himself to 
every taste and every disposition" could make 
a man : ...... his company was universally courted i 
it enlivened the dull, gaTe: confidence to th«t 
.bashful, exhilirated melancholy,. and gave the 
bighes~ zest to gaiety and. pleasure. . 

His death,. which took plaCe at twelVEf 
c.'clock at noon"o£ the 7th of July, 1816, Wag 

occasioned by Ii disease in the stomach, that 
had been gradually aggravating Cor sonie tim(j 
previous to" that even4 until' at length this 
Organ became: incapable oC performing. its 
functions i and within the last two or· three 
days of his liCe the power of deglutition wa» 
so completely destroyed, that it was deemed 
dangerous to put any food into his I hlOUth 

,lest it should produce' 8uJTocatioli. TIe was. 
confined to his bed for some months, d'uring 
which he was frequently delirious, from the 
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sensorium being aft'ected, when he was'unable 
to take. any food.-. The last four years of his 
life had been passed in seclusion from the 
political world; and during that time he halj, 
it is deeply to be regretted, to struggle hard 
against th~ severest pecuniary embaJTass~ 

ments. 
'Ve shall close this sketch of a man. whose 

talents ~ust alwaYi be a theme for admira~ 
tion, with a .li'st of the friends who attended 
his funeral;. from which it will be observed, 
that men 0' all. pa!ties concurred iDpaying 
this testimony of respect to th~ last remain~ 
of him with 'whom most of them had lived in 
habits 'of intimacy, and b, whose delightful 
powers they bad been so often charmed, both 
in pub~c and in pIivate. . 

l\fr. Sheridan ·wag interred in the Poets~ 
~orner in "VestmiD.ster Abbey; near to th& 
bodies of Addison, Garrick,' and Cumberland., 
It was decided .that the corpse should b6fo~ 
lowed to- the grave by his friends: on foot; and 
it' was consequ~tly removed from the re~i-r· 
dence of the family ~n Saville-row' to' the. 
house ofl\~ ~~~~ l\foore, in Great. Georg~. 
jtreet, wh~· was' the warm and cOlistanf friend­
of the deceased, that the procession; On, foot 
to the Abbey mig;ht thereby be rendered 1110re' 
practicable. - . -
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'TOE l' ALL-nEARERS WERE, 

The Duke of Bedford, The Earl of Lauderdale~ 
Earl Mulgrave, Bishop of 'London, 
Lord Holland, Lord Robert Sppncer. 
, Chief Mourner-Charles B.Sheridan, E.q. 

Henr)' Ogle, Es<).. ~enry Streatfiel.d Esq. 
Hon. E. BOllverle"Slr Charles Asglli, Bt. ' 
William Linley, Esq. ' C. W. Ward, Esq. , 

in Mo~ming Cloaks. 

THEN FOT.L9WED-

H. R.ll. The Duke ofYork,H. R. H. The Duke of Sussex, 
Duke of Argyle, Marquess of Anglesey, 
Earl of Thanet, Earl Clare, , 
Earl of Harrington, Earl of Bessborou,h, 
EarlofMexborougb, Earl of Rosslyn, 
Earl of Yarmouth, Lord Geor.,e H. Cavendish, 
Viscount Sidmoutb, Viscount Granville, . 
Lord Rivers, Lord Erskine, 
Lord Lynedoch, . Rt. Hon. George Canning,-
Rt. Hon. W. Wellesley Pole, Hon. L. Stanhope, ' 
Hon. W. Lambe, ,Hon. T. Brande, 

'Hon. W. Ponsonby, Hon. D. Kinnaird, 
Hon. Lieut.-Gen. Phippe, The Lord Mayor, 
Sir Thos. Mostyn, Sir Ronald Ferguson, 
Sir E. Home, Sir A. Pigott, 
Sir Samuel Romilly, Sir B. Bloomfield, 
Colonel Hughes, . Owen Williams, Esq. 
M. A. Taylor, Esq. Peter Moore, Esq. 
Hon. Captain Bennett, . Dr. Baine, , 
Robert Adair, Esq. . Samuel Ro~el'8, Esq. 
John 'I'aylor Vaughan, Esq. Samuel Smith, Esq. 
W. J. Dennison, Esq. Samuel Talbot, Esq. 
John Hobhouse Esq. A. Graham, Esq. 
Scrope Daties, ElJq. Richard Wilson, Esq. 
~ Metcalfe, Esq. James Perry, Esq. 
- Grey, Esq. George Lane, Esq. 
B. Williams," Esq. Rev. C. Williams 
M. Wyatt, Esq. B. Wyatt, Esq. 
- Bradley, Esq. - Rae, Esq. 
~ Burgess, Esq. - Peat, EHq. 

- DUDD, EsC!. 
&c. &C:&c. 



" Th~ Duke ofWellingtoD; the Marquesses ofWeile~ley,. 
Headfort, Tivistock, 'and Douglas;' Lord 'Gu~lrord, Lord, 
A. Hamilton, Lord Duncannon", Lord. Petersham,liiirTho8' 
Stepney, werepr:evented ,fromattemling,,'by absence froOl 

, London, or indisposition. 

• AmGng th~ variGus attrib~tes of affectirinate respect paid to' the . 
memGry of Mr. Sheridan. th~ fGllowing letter from, the Ma .. 9.u~ss Gf 
Wellesley was addressed to the Earl Gf Lauderdale, in answer to' the 
request that the DGble ~Grd WQuld attend the funeral :-

•• £o,t,Cliff Lodge~ 77&ur,day. JuT!! 10tA.'1!Jl~. ' 

"MyDBAR LORD~ 
" 

, ," J, retu~. YGn my sincere thankS for the trGuble whicb yGu~ave. 
, had the gGodness to' take in cGmlDunicating to me Mrs. Sberid~'s 
, very flattering wisb. that I sbGuld attend the funeral Gfthlllale'Mr. 
'. Sheridan. ,The same kind dispO'sitiGn will. I trust. induce yQUr Lord .. 

ship nGt to decline the Gffice, Gf expressing to' Mrs.' Sbendim my 
gra~{ul sense of this mGst acceptable mark Gf distinctiGn: however 
unwGrtby of such an hGnGr. I am at least capable of appreciating .it. 
No person could entertain, mGre admiratiGn of Mr. Sheridan'. talents. ' 
more respest fGr· his eniinent public merits. Qr mGre regard fGr' his 
amiable character in private society : although I had' the ' misfGrtUne 
often to' differ with him in pGlitical life" I received many testimQnies 
of. his favQurable QpiniGn, which are now mGst Valuably cQnfirmed, by 
Mrs. Sheridan's distinguished notice • 

.. With these sentiments, I must feel a particular anxiety to' anil 
myself Gf the opportunity. which YGllr Lord.hip's elbliging letter' pre­
lents. of manifesting my respect fQr Mr. Sheridan's memory. but I 
am unfQrtunately cQmpelled, to' remain at this place to-mGrrGW and 
Saturday on indispensable' business. If tbe funeral shQuld be etelayed 
uatil Monday. I could a~nd it i and I WQuld. with the greatest readi-
ness, go to LondGn on SUllda1 fGr that purpose. . 

co If, hGwever, the arrangements .already made sbGuld be unalter- ' 
. able. I request Your Lordship to, assure Mr~. Sheridan Gf my un­
feigned sQlicitude to 'concur zealGusly and actively in ev,ery public, 
and priva:te tribut~ of affectionate reSpect tb the memGry of a person; . 
wbose genius was an om~ent to bis country. and whGse conversatiGIl 
was the delight of private society; '" , . 

co So deeply do I feel tbe distinctioQ Qf being considered lwonl,th. 
H.-D 
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· ;rh,e .r?,ll~~iDg is an .iDacr~tioD, o~ a~arge ~!ue ~ag a,tone, 
. placed over the ~rav.e of ~r. S~erldan, by bls fi;lend, Mr. 

Moore ::....:), .. , - , ... . . ,. ' ' 
· "'. , 

. RIC~~D BRINSLEY SHERIDAN, 

BORN 1751i 

PIED ~th 1.1l,L~ ~816i 

THIS MARBLE IS THE TRIBUTE OF HIS ATTACHED 
. ,,"I" I..' ' 

F~~ENP', 

'PETER ~~O~E. 

, Dum,her of Mr. Sba:idan's friends. tbat if labo,-ld be deprived of tbe 
, ~on.r of ~ttending his remains to Westminster Abbey; your J,.ord. 
· B,bip cannot confer a great~r obligation OD me, tban by, communi-
~~J to tbe publio ~y .enti~entB oD this occuion. ' 

, '(Sig~e~) "WnUsUT ... 

• , Earl of Lauderdale, &c. &c." 
'. t ~ It , , ; I " I , • j • I . ' 

,. r. s. I(the funera, sbould bappen to be delayed, may J request 
a Dote f,om your Lordsbip by n:,tum of post I" \V • 



, 1.PDETllY. 

,EPILOGUE 

To, the 'TlIagedy of Semiramis;; 
]3y: R. "B~ SHERIDAN. " 

DISHEVEx,L'Dstill, 1ike Asia's bleeding Queen, 
Shall I with jesfs d~~ 'the trl\gip scene r 

'No, bea~te~us mourners!-from ,whose downcast eyes­
The 'Muse has drawn het noblest sacrifice! 
Whose gentle b.os&ms, Pity's altarS--:bear 
,Tlie crptal .incense &f -eaelt falling tear !-r-
'There" lives tbe foet's praise', no critic art: 
Can, maifh the 'eomment "of a feeling ~eart! 

When gen'r~I plaudits !peak the fable o;er­
Which mute, attention "had approv'd before; 
Tho' ,ruder spirits love accustom'djest, ' 
Which chases sorrow from the vulgar' breq,st, 
Still hearts refin'd their sadden'dtmt retain­
The sigh is pleasure I and the jes~ is pain !­
Scarce have they smiles, to honor grace, or wit, 
Tho' RosCius spoke the verse hims~lr ha4writ. 
Thus tho' the time, when vernal fruits receive 
The gratefulsnow'rs that hang on April'~eve;' 

-Tho' every co~rser stem of forest birth , . 
,Throws with the morning beam its dews to earth, 

. Ne'er does the geritle Rose revive so soon, . 
But, bath'd in Nature's tears, it droopsJill noon. 

1. \ • 

o could the Muse one simple moral teach! _ 
From scenes like these, which all' who heard might reach:.~ 
Thou child of sympathy-whoe'er thou art, 

. Who with Assyria's Queen "has 'wept thy part j­
.Go search, where keener woes demand relief, 
'Go-while thy heart yet beats with fanc,r'd grief; 
Thy lip still conscious of the re~ent s!gh," . ' 
The graceful tear stilllirlgering' hi thy eye.~ , 
Go...:..and on 'realtnisery beStow c ' 

The·bless~d. effnsion of fictitioUs wOe'l 
11.-' D9 
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So shall our Muse, supreme of aU the Dine, 
Dese"EI, indeed, the title of-di'ine. 
Virtue shall own her (uor'd from abo,e, 
:tnd Pity-greet he~with a sister's love. 

PROLOGUE 
To '/ae Comedy cif tAe Miniature Picture; 

By R. B. SHUIDAN. 
CHILL'D by rough gales, while yet reluctant May 
Withholds the beautiel of the vernal day; 
AI some fond Maid, whom Matron frownl reprove, 
Suspends the Imile her heart devotel to love : 
The Seasons' pleasures too delay their hour, 
And Winter revels with protracted power: 
Then blame not, Critics, if thul late, we bring· 
A. Winter'l drama-hut reproach-the Spring. 
What prudent Cit darel yet the leason trust, 
Buk in hiB whiskey, and enjoy th. dust 1 
.Hon'd in Cheapaide, aearce yet the gayer spark 
Achieve. the Sunday triumph or the Park; 
Scarce yet you lee him, dreading to be late, 
Scour tbe New- Road, and duh through Grosvenor-gate. . 
Anxious-and fearful to-hit steed to shew, 
The hack'd Bucephalus or Rotten-row I 
Careless he Hems, 'yet, vigilantly s)y. 
Woos the stray gJance or Jadies pa88iog by. 
Wbile hiB ofF heel, insidiously aside, 
Provokes tbe caper wbich Ile seem. to chide I 
Scarce rural Kensington due honor gains. 
The vuIgar verdure of her walk remains, 
Where'white-rob'd Misses amble two by two, 
Nodding to booted beau_CC How do, how do '" 
With "nerou questions that no amwer wait, 
cc 1I0w v .. tl, fuIU-a'D't you come vastJylate I. 
Isn't it quite charming 1 when do you leave tOWD l 
A. 'n't 10U quite lir'~ I pray c:aa WI eet you doW'll ,tt 
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These super~ pleasuresofa ~lldon May; 
Imperfect yet, we hail the cold delay i . 
But if this plea's denied, iJiour excuse 
AnotheF still remains l'oiica~'t refuse j' 

"1'" : lU; 

It is' a Lady write~and hark ! ....... a noble MuSe, 
Butsee'1J_Oitic starting from his bench.:.-
" A noble Author"-YeS; Sir; but tlie Piay's not French : 
Yet if it were, no blame on us ~ould fall, . 
For we, YOI1 know, must follow Fashion's call~ 
And true it is things lately were en train 
To woo the Gallic :Muse at Drury-lane; 
Not to import a ~op of foreign elves, 
But treat you with French actors-in oUrselves : 
A friend we had, who vow'd he'd make ns speak 
Pure f;lippant French,-by contract-in a week;­
Told us 'twas time to study what was good, 
l'olish, and leave off being understood j 
That crowded audiences we thus might bring 
To Monsieur Parsons, and Chevalier King: . 
Or should the vulgars grumble now and then, 
The Prompter might translate:.-.ror country g~tlemen, 
StraightallsublCrib'd-KingS,Gods,Mutes,8inger,Actor,­
A Flanders figure-dancer our contractor, 
But here, I grieve to own, tho't be. to you,., 
He acted-e'en as most contractors do. 
Sold what he never dealt in, and th' amount 
Being first discharg'd, submitted his account : 
,And what th' evenU their industry was such, 
Dodd spoke good 'Flemish, Ban~ister bad Dut~. 
Then the rogue told us, with insulting ease, 
So it was fo~eign, it was sure to please: . 
Beaux, wits, applaud, as fashion should ~om~andJ 
And Misses laugh-to seem to understand....... , 
So from each 9ime our soil may I50mething gain ; 
Manhood from Rome, and sprightliness from Spain; 
Some Russian Roscius next delight the age, 
And a Dutch Heinel shit along the stage. 
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Exotic fopperies, ,bail I. whose flattering smile 
Supplants the sterner virtues of our ilile J 
Thus, while with Chinelie firs and Indian pines 
OUI' nurseries swarm, the British oak declines:' 
Yet, vain emr Muses fear~no foreign laws 
We dread, while native beauty pleads our cause: 
.While you're,to judge, whose smiles are honor's higber 
Than verse should gain, but where those eyes inspire. 
But if the men presume youe pow'r to awe. 
Retort their churlish senatorialla",; 
This is your house-aDd move-the gentlemen withdraw: 
Then YOII may vote~ with envy never ceasing, 
Your influence .has increas'd, and is increasing; 
But there. I trust, the .resolutions 6nish'd; 
Sure none, will ,say-it ought to be diminish'd. 

STANZAS; 

ByJ~. B. SBER~D.ur. 

AiJ['ST tbou, '~ bbw long my, love shall&tay, 
" ·\Vheo all that's nelf is past 1" . 
How long 1 Ah, Delia l'caohal' 
How long niy life will last 1 
Dry be that tear--be hush'd tha~ sigb ; 
At least, I'll love thee ti,llf di~. . 

And does that thought affect, tbeetdo' 
The thought of Damon's death; 
That he who only lives for yoo, 
Must yield Lis faitbful breath'? . 
Hu.h'd be that sigh; be dry that tear,' 
Nor let us lose our heaven here I 
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;:', l.·, i .. :';EXTRACT·' . 

From ,a JJ~oF.o~;l !~J~e:J~~',:n~~~i~;'1t.;;~ q;}rif~:; 
:':.!BYR:.B~ 'SaBltiDAN; ,'i: " 

; .'.L4j'~~ .:,' ~10djrJ;H ., •••. , i!',i L·(;. •. ,"u,; , 

AKID ih~'!lt:t~ 'Y!i~~,s~~kjng~~\lQu~.Jam~~. ,I 
Our toil ~~t~mp~~J t~.e:.~~~t Pt:fl,car.io_~~_. cl~.j1D ". 
To ~i~,..,whose}Jl~mj~.p~JJ.Cjt \f.m~.t4, 'pij~~,; . 
Obedient Fl\m~jmmoI.:t~ ,lVte3t1.t§ &l,1pp1,ie.~; ... 
Whate'er, of wonder Reynolds now may raise, 
Raphael still, boa&t!! ,CQtl;lP.1porary. pl'aj!it\ ~ !oil l! : .•• 
Each dazzling)ig9t;, lI-I!4 g~udit!".J>loQm. .IIub.dJle.~, 
W.it~. PAdip1i,ni,,-hef\,~w.e.J~i$, wor~s..~r~ v:i,~w.ecl.~. ' 
E'en beauty',~ p«:,r~~i~ ~e~r~ Po ~ptler. prjw.e,: '~,;i.: 
Touched by the .tenderhan,d . .9f'J,llellowing tjme • 

• "7 
,.' .V:,,' r:; :1;,1 J,.; .... ': ••.• ,{lJ.;(~ u .. :""-' 

, The, patient .s~~lp~o_r ,O~fI~lt l!-D;.h.q.~~lerpart" .. 
A ruder ~oil, an<J wore .~~c!tjlWj1, ar.t.J.J;"'I:.l1 i" 
Content with, slo:W.!l~.~ t,i,~()t:~u,a §Q;oJL~.; t() !tilt;\t , 
T~ellinge.ririg lil}e;8.Qd ,~ou\~JJ1,t\ taJ:dy :grae~ b :, .;1 .... 
Bu~ onC:~Jachiev~d-:-:-~hQ~ .b~rp~OR~ :wxes:k9'ettbr~\f\. 
The sacred fane" lll,1d lay ~t~ glo,!'iea ~c;nY,.'. .," "L 
Yet shall the scuJpttir:~JlJ:.qi.n, . .f,i~Q~o:da)",; ... ::, " ,'~;. 
Grac'd. by defect, !l~d ;lYqr!lh'p.~d ip. ,dJ!~ay.:: ':;.; 
Th' enduring recor4.·,b~!l", ~h..e. ~rtisfsn~1D-e, i 
D~W,~I!~s, h~!!_ honp!!!, jlp4as§ert~ l1ilJ ,falge.); , 
Superior hopes'the Poet's bosom fire-
o proud distinction.9(. t.~,e .I1!lcred lyre i-
Wide as tb 'inspiring P~a;~us ~arts his ray, 
Diff'usive splendor gilds hisvritary's lay. 
Whether the,~ong ,b~rprc .wo~s rehearse;,', , . 

With. epic gra~~~,~r,;t;~I~,~lt~,~,?~r,?~v~rye; 
Or, fondly gay,'wltfaunam\ntiouB gUile 
Attf!~p,t ,0,0: fr!21~, b.J!~ KavQring beauties smile; ,; 
Or beat:_dej~~~~cJ..tqJ:~~ l~geJy grove, ,-L' .. ' 

The soll. ~~spl,li,r hPf ~npf~,v~illllg.lov~J~:: . ~',:.' < 

Whate'e'r the t~f!W,~tlJr.Q'JJ~Y'ry ;agctandcliqae. . 
. Congenial passions meet th' according rhyme; 
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The pride of glory-pity's sigh sincere"';" 
Youth's earliest blush.......and beauty's virgin tear, 
Such is their meed-tAeir honors thus secure, 
'Whose arts' yield objects, and whose works endure. 
The tJdor only, ,brink. from times award j 
Feeble tfildition is hi' memory's guard j 
By whose faint breatb his merits must abide, 
Unvouch d byproof....;,to suhstance unallied 1 
Ev'n matthles. Garrick's art, to heaven resign'd,: " 
No fixed effect,' DO model leaves behind J 

The grace of action-tbeadapted mien 
Faithful as nature to tlie varied scene i 
Th' erprell;TJe ~lance";"whosesubde comment draWl 
Entranc'd attention. and a mute applause j . 

Gesture tbat marks, with force and feeling fraught, . 
A sense in silence, and a will in thought j 
Barmoniou.upeech,whose pure anilliquid' tone 

, Gives verse a mllsic scarce confess'd its own; 
As light from gems assumes a brighter ray, 
And cloath'd with orient hues~ transcends the day I . 
PIII,ion',' wild break-and frown that awes tIle sense, 
.And every charm of' gentlet Eloquence- ' , 
AU perishable I-like the electric fire . 
But strike the frame-and as they strike expire; " 
Incense too pure a bodied ,flame to ~ear, ' • 
Its fragrance charms the sense, and blends with air. 

, ~ . ., 

LINES 
On the Deal! of Mr. Sheridan; , 

Br CHANDO. L~IGB~ EI~. 
W EJ.L luight the Comic Muse with' drooping head 
Heave tbe deep sigh-her Sheridan is dead.- ' : 
The sisten mourn for him, whose 'master-mind 
Each separate talent in itaelCcombin°cJ, . , j 
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Wi~ E1oquence~ ~d Poetry, the 'fame 
Of either had immortalb'd his name! 
0' could ihe Uuse's skill but match her zeal, ' 
Then might the mournful lay like his appeal 
To Britis~ hearts, like his,when Garrick died; 
Then glow.'d the verse to sympathy allied!~ 

lyii 

Each wo~d :with plaintive ,s~eetness charm'd the ear,' 
As flowers exhale af~agrance o~er,th~ bier. " . 
Where is 'the mournernow~whose bosom bled 
For kin,dr.ed. gen,ius gone l-he too is dead. 

Turn'to the scenes of mimic life, there view 
The c1la.ra~ters our young ,Menander drew; 
Caprice in all her wayward fits displny'd, 
Folly in aU her nicer shades pourtraid; 
The testiness of age" the soldier's sense, 
The maid~n'$ sweet discourse, love's eloquence; 
Th~ lively wife, not quite 'bi f~sIiion spoiI'd, . 
The smoot~ artificer of mischief· {oir.d; 
The generous rake, 'for, lingering near' his' heart, 
His better' genius' would not yet depart ;' .. 
These, true to ~ature, :still adorn; our stage, 
Or in his calm retreat amuse the sage; . 
These, like the gems of .rarer worth, ~re priz'd;' 
Whe~ those of tra'nsient 'V'a'ue are de!!pis'd~ 
In senates, there his talents shone con fest, 
As ,wit delig~ted, passion storm'd the breast-· 

The mind'with tast~, 8ense,judg~ent, feeling, fraught, 
Seem'd to be hl,eSB'd by more than hum~1l thought-' 
Hence bur.ning words, for freedom gaye the choice;' '. 
The lightning 'of hiB eye-the magic 'of hiB voice~ 

\yhElD s'otial mirth,beam'd forth in every eye 
His was the lively jest~the keen reply, ~ 
The flow of soul, wit seasoned high the song, 
As. playful ~aDcy drove old ti~e a1,?Dg. 
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As glides a sole~D stream b! some~ dark 'gt'~ye' 

Of cypresstree~;'thnf mournful ~sjgri' above,; : 
Followinkhislo~'d remains, the- good and ~af, 
Marched ~adJ'y' onwards 'in funcreal state 
To that prouiscefi~;wert"p~triots, poets lie ;" 
'(Sacred their' dust.;;...their faDle'shall never die' 

, There la:sniofl,east; ',oor' Sheridan' was ~aid, 
There, weeping fri~ndship nit ,sad tribul~ paid; 

.. -... ), ;, '. ....~. .... .. 
Ye nobJe few, whose memories ponder o'er 

His cheerful smile-his wit's unfailing store; 
Bright to the'la~f, 'ho~' graceful are your tearS, 
They tell or what he' ",'as in' happi~r yeare.­
The friend, wLosegeniu8 shed its'Hvid 'rai~' 
Far from your hearts to drive lire'icates' away:"';' 
The gay compani'6ri; sharers'in'wbose:inirtbr Yob liad forgot thafsotTow'dwelC on'earlh • 

• -'". • I •. " {,. I" .. 1 •••• I 

Ye fai~, who ,knew hi~ e]er,-nee ,of ~ind, 
His soul, still breathing in the verse refin'd, 
His purit~ ~f~ea~,t'~~rd~ he~ b~,lpv~~~ ,J 

Her fondness, by the bitterest trial proved, 
While in ,our~h~a~t, ~~~ iJnil,~ffect,ion8liv~. , 
His faults, whate'er they were, you must forgive. 

And you, you all, whom milJiy a flP~ightly scene, 
Waking applause shall teach what he hIlS been.­
Who shaH revere the patriot-love the bard-, 
F~o!D'E'nvy's bJigh£,'his sacred ~e~oj.,'guarci i 
\Yhile'glory ai4ing round hiii cold, p~e urn,' 
Bj 'fanei watch'd~'lIhall ~ridefiled bur,n;' 
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On,tM p,e~tf" oj lJfr. 8'neridafl! 

ATTRIBllTED TO ~ 

THOMAS ~~OORE~ ESQ. 

VEi, grier~illhave 'J~i"':"'but the 'rast~f~lling'~ear' 
Shall be mingled with' d~ep execrations on those~ -

Who eouldbaskip that'Spirit'sweridian career; _ . 
And yet l~ave it thus lonely and dark at its clos~ :-

Whose vanity fI~w' rouhd 'him, only whlIil red' 
By the odour his faine" in its summer·'time gave~ , 

Whose vanity DOW with' quick' scenf for"thedeaiJ,' -
. Re-appears-:olike a vampire, t~ feed at his graye !, 

Oh! it 'sickeninh~h'eart,' toseebosoIDs so holl~w, 
:Ah~ 'sv.irits~ ~o~e~~ ~~ .tlu~ .g;eai ~~,d.high ~~rn;. ,. 

To thmk 'what a long hne of btles may follow, ' -
The relics of him who died-friendlels and lorn,;. 

, 
How proud they can,'press I~ 't~e fJn'ral tarray~' • , 

Of him, wittnD tile; shrinn'd in his sickness aod sorrow J-
Ho",Biiiliff'{i1i;l! seiie; h~s last blanket'to-day. ' 

Whose pall shall be held up by nobles, to-morrow! 

.. ~;,. : ,. , 

',' waS this then :th~ fate/':--future' ages will say, I " , 

When some names shall live bur in history's curse'; .' 
When truth will be heard, aod these Lords of a day, 

Be forgotten as fools, or remembered ~ 'Yorse j-

" Was thi~ theo the fate of that high-gifted man, 
" The pride of the palace, the bower, . and the hall, 

." The orator--dramatist-minstrel-who ran 
. " Through each mode of the lyre, and was maste~ of all I 
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" Whose mind was an essence ,compounded with art 
" From the finest arid best of all other men', powers ; 

cc Who ruled like a wizard, the world of the heart, 
"A.nd could call up' its sunshine, or bring down it. 

showers I" , 

" Whose humour, as gay as the fire-fly's light, 
"Play'd round every,subject, and.shone al it play'di-

" Whose wit in the combat as gentle al bright . 
"Ne'er carried a heart-stain away on its blade;-

" Whose eloquence~bright'ning whatever it tried~ 
" Whether reason or fancy, the lay or the grave,­

" Was as rapid, as deep, and as brilliant. a tide, 
ce A.s ever bore Freedom aloft on itl wave I" 

Yes, such was the man, and so wretched his fate .­
And thus, sooner or later, shall all have to grieve, 

Who waste their morn's ~ew in the beams of the Great, 
And expect 'twill return to refresh them at eve I , 

In the woods of tbe Nortb, there are insects that prey, 
On tbe brain of tbe Elk till his very last sigh; • 

Oh Genius! thy patrons, more cruel than they, . 
First feed on thy brains, and then leave tbee to die I 

• II Naturaliat. have obse"ed that, UPOD dissecting an elk, tliere 
was (ouad in its head lOme Jarge Ilie., with it. braiD almo.t eatea 
awa, ~them."-Hiato" olPobuad. 
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, . . . 
M~NODY ON, ~b; S:IlEl,UDAN; 

, ' 

Attributed to the Ho:norable W. Lambe. 

SPOIl:.BN AT 'DRURY-:LANB TH,EATRE. ' 

, ' 

WHEN the last sunshine of eXpiring day 
In sa.m~er's twilight weeps itself away" 
Who hath not felt the' softness of the hour 
'Sink on the heart-as dew 'along' thq flower? , 
Who hath riot shared that calm so still'and deep, 

Ixi 

The voiceless thought that 'would not speak but weel', 
A holy concor4.-and a, bright regret, 
A glorious sympathy with suns that set 1 
So feels the fulness of our heart a,nd eyeS 
When all of genius which can perish-diet. 

The flash of Wit-the bright Intelligence, 
The beam of Song-the blaze 'Of Eloquence. 
Set"with the'Sun~but still haveJeft b~hind 
'l'he e~during produce of immortal mind" 
,Fruits ofa genial niorn, andglQrious noon, 
A deathless part of him 'who die,d too 800n~, 
From the charmed councit":"'to the festive board " 
Of human feelings the unbounded lord, ' 
In ~ho!le ~cclaim the loftiest voices vied, 
The praised-the proud-who made his praise their 

pride: ' 
·Whenthe loud cry ,of trampled Hindosta,n, 
Arose to Heaven in her appeal from milD, ' 

- ",' ", ." 
• " ',J , .• ," • 

• See Fox. Burk~ and pitt's eu)og,. on ~r. fiheridan's .Speech.OIl 
'the' claarges exhibited against Mr. Hastings in ,the House of Com~ 

mons. Mr. Pitt entreated the house to adjourD~ to ~ve ti~e for a, 
calmer 4:ODsideration of tile question than could thell occur after the 
immediate effecl 'of that' oratioll. ,I ' 



Hill was the thunder'-:'his the avengin: rod, 
The wrath-the delegated voice of God I 
Which ~hook the nations through hislips"':'and blaze, 
TiU,~t\nl,luished liena.tell trembled as they praised. 

And here, oh I here, where yet all young and warm 
The gay c;reations .of his spirit charm, ' 
The match)ess dialogue-the deathless wit • 
Which kn~w not what it was to intermit, 
The glowing portraits fresh from life Iha~ bring 
Hqme to our heart. the truth Hom which Lbey spring, 
Here in their first abode to,· night you meet 
Bright with the hues of his P.romethean heat, 
.A. ~alo o'fthe light of other .days 
Which still the splendor of its orb betrays;. 

But should there be to whom the fatal blight 
Of failing Wisdom yields a base delight, . 
Men who exult when minds of heavenly tone 
Jar in the music which was born their own, 
Still let them pause-Ah I little do they know 
That wlaat to them seemed vice might be but woe. 

• Hard is his fate on whom the public gaze 
Is fixed for ever to detract or praise, 
Repose denies her requiem to hi. naRle, 
4,nd Folly loves the mart,Yrdom of Fame. 

Bpt far ffom Uli "nd fr()\Q our mimic 8ce~e 
Such tliing~ 8h()"I~ be-if 8uch have ever been; 
Ours be the gentHer wit'lh, the kinder task, 
To give the tribute Glory need not ask, 
To mourn the vanished beam-and add our .mite 
Ofrraise in payment ofa long delight .. 

Ye Orators! whom ),etour councils yield, 
l\Iouro Cor the veteran hero of your field! 
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• The ",:orthy rinl of the wondrous Three!­
Whose words we~e sparks of immortality! 
Ye Bards! to whom the Drama's Muse is dear, 
He was your master-emulate him here! 
Ye men of wit and social eloquence! 
He was your brother-bear 'his ashes hence ! 
W~ile powers of mind alorost of boundless range 
Complete in kind-as various in their change, 
While Eloquence-Wit-Poesy-and Mitth 
That ht,lmbler harmonist of care on eart,h, ' 
Survive within our souls-while lives our sense 
or pride in Merit's proud pre-eminence, 
Long shall we seek his likeness-long in vain, 
And turn to all of him which may remain, 
Sighing that Nature formed but C?ne,such man, • 
And broke the die,-in moulding Sheridan! 

, .' 

,. Fox-Pitt-Burke. 

I .t .. 
, Xlll 


