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PREFAcE! 

THE story of the Franks, especially of the earlier 
Franks, is rich in fable but poor in history. In 
the legend of Clovis, and even in the legend of 
Charles the Great, it is a work of considerable 
difficulty to separate what is historically accurate 
from that wliich has at best a dubious origin. My 
aim in writing this volume has been to present 
a general outline of the history of the Franks, 
and, in doing so, to confine myself almost ex­
clusively to facts which have a sure foundation. 
That aim implied that the greater part of the 
volume should be devoted to periods in which the 
historical foundation was least secure-to the long 
struggle between Romans and Teutons, during 
which the tribes on the east of the Rhine were 
perpetually combining p.gainst their enemies until 
the Frank confederacy clearly emerged, and to 
the subseque~t Merovingian period, during which 
the Franks were gradually subjecting the whole 
of Gaul. It is ill this domain, overgrown as· it is 
with fable, and meagrely as its central facts have 

ix 



x PREFACE. 

been dealt with by historians, that the student of 
history should fifld his greatest attraction. 

I have ventured in the f~llowing pages to support 
an interpretation of a particular passage in Gregory 
of Tours which has been either ignored or repudiated 
for more than a thousand years. The reader must 
decide for himself as to the probable origin of the 
Franks, and the posJtion of Gregory's" Dispargum .. j 

but in any case it is impossible that we should 
continue to attach the slightest credence to the 
imaginary Belgic Thuringia. 
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Soissons and Paris, 105 ; fights 
the Thuringians, 109; marries 
Clotilda, I II; converted to 
Orthodox Christianity by his 
wife, II3 fT. ; baptised by Bishop 
Remy, II7; his sister married 
to Theodoric, U9; " rex Chris­
tianissimus," 125; makes terms 
with the Armoricans, II9, 132; 
the Burgundian war, 133 fT.; 
the Aquitanian war, 139 If.; 
Clovis attacks the Allemans, 
139; checked by Theodoric, 
145; receives the title of Con­
sul, 146; resides at Paris, 147 ; 
subjugates North-eastern Gaul 
and becomes sole king of the 
Franks, 149 fT. ; dies, 152; his 
sons, 165 fT. ' 

Clovis II.,.king of N eustria, 179 
Clovis III., 179 
Clovis, son of Chilperic, 181 
Commodus, Emperor, 34, 55 
Complaint of Louis the Pious, 305 
Constantine, Emperor, 64, 68 fT. 
Constantius, Emperor, 69 fT., 157 
Council of Nice, 69, 126 
Council summoned by Charles the 

Great at Frankfort, on the 
adoration of images, 278 

Councils of the Church in Gaul, 
136-8, 141, 184, 189, 288 

D 
Dagobert I., king of the Franks, 

179, 191 ; a patron of learning 
and art, 197 • 

Dagobert II., 179 
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Dagobert III., 202 
Danes, 175, 233, 238, 284-{), 333 
Decumates Agri, 35, 46, 72. 83, 

102 
Desiderata, secdhd wife of Charles 

the Great, 219 fr. 
Desiderius, king of the Lombards, 

2198". 
Didier, Bishop of Vie nne. 189 
Didier. Duke of Toulouse, 184 
DiebUll' 84 fr. 
Diocletllln, Emperor, So, 55. 68 
Dispargum (Scheidungen-burg), 

82 fT •• 98. 109. 157. 168 
Domitian. Emperor. 33 
Duisburg.84. ISO 

E 

Ebroin. Mayor. 199 
Eginard. biographer of Charles 

the Great, 224. 231. 240. 245. 
- 267. 271; account of his life, 

276-7, 289. 293 
Eloy (Eligius), S., '197-9 
Emperors, Frank and Saxon, the 

first fourteen, 332 
Empire (ancient) of Rome. pass'-",; 

its colIapse, 97. See under 
names of emperors. 

Empire of the East, 50, 165, 185, 
193, 207, 211, 245-7 

Empire (Holy Roman), 243. See 
.. Charles the Great," 294, 313, 
330 

Euaric, kin~ of Visigoths, urged 
to champIOn Rome, 125 

Eudes, Count of Paris, 320-1 

F 
Feudalism, origins of amongst the 

Teutons. 215, 246,323 
Fiefs. hereditary. 323-4 
Fontenai, the battle of. 308 
Franc (variOUI meanings of the 

word). 18. 327 
France. the kingdom of, 256, 322, 

333 
Francia. the land of Ihe Franks, 

57. 147. '-53. 185. 191• zoo. 255 
Francia, the French duchy, 321-2 

Francia, the German duchy, 322 
Franconia, 327 
Frank Reich. 191. 256 
Franken (German geographical 

name). 45. 81. 85. 327 
Frank (various meanings of the 

word), 18. 79. 293. 326 
Franks. their relations to other 

nations. 1-10; their origin as a 
confederacy of Sicambrians. 
Chattans. Tencterians. &c., II 
fr •• 21 fr •• 31. and pass;",.; the 
evidence of Vopi.cUl. 15-20. 
59; of Gregory.ofTours. 16-17. 
82. 98; of Slgebert. 19; of 
Lydus, 20; of SuI pit ius. 59; 
fabled Pannonian (Trojan) 
origin, 17; their German 
horne. 37 fr.; they break the 
Roman frontier. So. 59. 60. 
62. 72; their first settlements 
in Gaul. 64. 75. 116. 89. (I....,ti). 
91. 154 fT.; a Frank sea-raid. 
65-7; Frank usurping emperors 
of ancient Rome. 70; a Frank 
consul. 77; a Frank comet. 77 ; 
qualities of the Franks. 67. 74. 
III (Sel .. characteristics .. 
below); Sal ian Franks. 16. 74-
5. 79. 83 fT., 107. ISS fT. ; the 
Merovingianl. So If .• 212, 263. 
284 (see also under .. Clovis," 
&c., and passim); Franks of the 
Thuringian border, III fT .• 95, 
110, 170; Clodion of Di'par­
gum. 82 fT.; Merowig, fights 
with Romans, Gauls. and Goths 
against the Hun •• 93 ; Childeric 
of Tournai, ;Md. fT.; Clovis of 
Toul'llai, 101 fT. (foUow up 
under .. Clovis "); the typical 
Frank warrior, 105; conversion 
of the Franks, 117; Rome aids 
the Franks. 1238"., and appeal. 
to them, 125 fr.; the Franks, 
as Orthodox Christians. become 
champion. of the Papacy. 211 
fT., 240 fT. ; characteristics and 
institutions of the Franks. 153 
fT., 166. ISo, 191. 212, 215, 
248, 253 If., 293; their laws, 
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155 ft, 157 If.; their ranks, 
108, 160 If., 186-8, 193, 116, 
162; complete masters of Gaul, 
168 If. (follow up \mder .. The 
SODS of Clovis" and .. The 
SODS of Clotair "); they elect 
Mayors of the Palace, 194 If. ; 
the CarolingiRlls, 200; Pepin 
the Short usurps the kingdom, 
104 (follow up under" Charles 
the Great "); the summit of 
their glory, 245 ; their arts and 
culture, 197, 249 fT., 271 If.; 
incompatibilitr with the Gauls, 
253 fT. ; their mfluence on other 
Teutons, 196; decline of their 
power in the West, 298; 
Carolingians after Charles the 
Great, 300; their royal and 
imperial seats, 306; their Ian· 
guage, 154, 28~, (examples) 
309 ; anarchy in the Gallic 
Franklands, 320 ; ultimate 
preference of the Franks for 
Germany, 8 

Fredegonda. third wife of Chil· 
peric, 18 1-8 

Fredum, 160 
Frisians. 28, 39, 41. 94, 199, 204. 

271,286,302• 317 

G 
Galba, Emperor, 31 
Galeswintha, second wife of Chil· 

peric. 181 
Gallic Church, 124. 137-8, 184, 

189, 217. and passim 
Gallienus. Emperor. 59-60,62 . 
Gascons, 154, 189. 203. 232. 255, 

288. 299 
Gaul, 3. 8, 13. 24. 41 ; Romanised. 

52; the Frank kingdom of. 
101 ; and passim 

Gelasius, Pope, 1$2 
General Assemblies, 223, 248. 

257 fT., 288 
Germanicus. 29 
Germans, 4. 8, 21. 37. 71. 129; 

their tribes, 34 (Note); and 
jassim 

Germany. pasSl'",; 333 

Godegisil the Burgundian, 133 
Gontran, king of Burgundy, 179, 

180, 184-5 
Goths, 48 fT., 9Ooel02. 129 If., 154, 

172 fT., 328 
Gratian, Emperor. 77, 147 
Gregory I. (the Great), Pope, uS, 

209 
Gregory II., 209 
Gregory III., 204-5 
Gregory of Toms. 17,82.85, 108, 

136, 149, 176, 206 
Grimoald, Mayor of the Palace. 

197, 199 
Grippo. son 9f Charles Martel, 

204. 212 
Gundachar the Burgundian, 90 
Gundobald the Burgundian, 133. 

145. 168 
H 

Hadrian, Emperor, 43, 246 
Haroun·a1.Raschid, his present to 

Charles the Great, 252 
Hermann, 29, 40, 74, 223 
Hincmar, Archbishop, on the 

General Assemblies, 2S8 
Honorius, emperor of the East, 

78 
Hugues Capet, king of France, 

10,324 
Hugues the Great, 321 
Hunald, Duke of Aquitaine, 205, 

218-19, 255 ' 
Huns, 91-3. 122, 180, and passi". 

I 
Italy, 80, 124. 139. ,85, 208. 225 

fT., 246, 251, 287,299,andpass'''' 

J 

john II., Pope, 209 
ohn VIII., Pope, 326 
udith. Empress, 304 fT. 
ulian, emperor of the East, 69' 

fT. ; in Paris, 73, 76 
Justinian. emperor of the East. 

172. 17~ 

Kelts, 3 fT •• ' 23. 10:' 120. 154. 
191, 254-6, and pass.", 

• 
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Kiersey, Treaty of, 2 II 
Kynesioi, the westernmost race in 

Europe known to Herodotus, 3 

er. 
Laeti, (Uti), 73, 75, 88-<), 161 
Leo I., Pope, 123 
Leo III., crowns Charles the 

Great, 240 If. 
Libri Carolini, 278 
Limes Germanicus (or Imperii), 

12, 43-7, 64, 81-7 
Limes Rhenanus, 64, 84 
Liutprand the Lombard, 210 
Lombards, 4, 182, 185, 207 If., 

241, and passim 
Lorraine, 315 
Lothair, 3rd Frank emperor, 

330 If., 314-16 
Lothair, king of Lorraine, 301 
Louis the German, son of Louis 

the Pious, king of Bavaria, 
300 If. 

Louis II., 4th Frank emperor, 
301 

Louis Ie Faineant, 301, 321 
Louis III., king of Neustria, 301 
Louis d'Outremer, 301, 321 
Louis the Pious, 2nd Frank 

emperor, 221, 269, 288, 298 If., 
30 5, 316 

Louis of Provence, loth Frank 
emperor, 301 

Louis the Stammerer, king of 
Aquitaine, 301, 316-17 

Luegenfeld, the Field of Lies, 
near Colmar, 305 

M 
Magnentius, a Frank usurping 

emperor, 70 
Major Domus, see Mayors 
Majorian, Emperor, 94 
Marbod, 30, 33, 40 
Marcomanni, 34 
Marculfus, Frank monk and his· 

torian, 163 
Marcus Aurelius, Emperor, 33--4t 

37,246 .. 
Martin, Bishop, 143. 27S 
Maurice, emperor of the East, 18S 

Mayors of the Palace, 178, 194 
If. ; Sismondi on, 20S-{i 

Mellobaudes, Franco·Roman con· 
sul,77 

Merovingians, 80 If.; see under 
.. Franks" 

Merowig, founder of the Mero. 
vingian dynasty, 93 If. 

Merowig, son of Chilperic, 181, 
183 

Missi Dominici, 247, 2S2, 257 If. 
Mummolus, 182, 184 

N 
Narses in Italy, 175-7, 207 
Neustria, 178, 191,200,302,321 ; 

andfrissim 
Nicephorus, usurping emperor of 

the East, 247 
Northmen, 26, 175, 238, 286, 

292-40 299. 317 If. 
Novempopulania, 189 

o 
Odoacer the Herulian in Rome, 97 
Olfa of Mercia, his friendship with 

Charles, 297 
Ordeal, the laws of, 161-3 
Orthodox bishops, 130, 138 
Oster Ric (Austria), 191 
Ostr~oths, 145, 172; see Theo· 

done 
p 

Paris, 73, 105, 147, 166, 318, 320 
Pepin of Heristal(?), Mayor of the 

Palace, ZOO 
Pepin of Landen(?), Mayor of the 
. Palace, 197, zoo; his descen. 

dants, 201 
Pepin the Hunchback, IOn of 

Charles the Great, 219 
Pepin the Short, IOn of Charles 

Martel, 204, 212, 268 
Pepin I., king of Aquitaine, 300 
Pepin II., king of Aquitaine, 301, 

317 If. 
Plague, 175, 184 
Postumus, 60, 75 
Probus, Emperor, 62; his policy 

in the Rhenish provinces, 64, 
67,7S 
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Provence, 6, 172, 191, 193, 203, 
303,320 

Q 
Quintian, Bishop, 141 

R 
Radbod the Frisian, 204 
Ragnacar, king of Cambrai, 101, 

105, 151 
Ravenna, exarchate of the Eastern 

Empire, 139, 172,208, 211,240, 
249 .. h Q. 

Reccared, king of V ISlgot s, I uq. 

Remy, Bishop, 16,86,117 If., 127 
Rhine frontier, 12, 27-8, 40 
Riparian Franks, 14, 16-17, 39, 

86; the Riparian kingdom, 
101; its absorption, 149 

Robert, Count of Anjou, 321 
Rois Faineants, 199 If. 
Roland, reputed nephew of Charles 

the Great, 201, 231 
Roman frontier after Trajan, 43 
"Roman Republic," 208, 212, 

221, 226, 241 If. 
Roncesvalles, 231 

S 
Sala, the two rivers, 45, 87, III 
Salians, see under "Franks" 
Salic law, 79, 155 If., 162, 195, 

263,329 
Saracens, 203, 215, 221,230,270, 

288 
Saxons, 94, 176, 182, 190, 203, 

221 If., 228 If., 271, 282, 296, 
302, 312- 14 

Scheidungen-burg, 85, 109, 157 
Seneschal, 199 
Septimania, 203, 303 
Sicambrian League, 12-15,87,239 
Siegbert, king of Riparian Franks, 

101, 114, 149, 166 
Siegbert, king of Metz, 179 If. 
Sigebert of Gembloux, 19 
Silvanus, a Frank usurping em-

peror,7° 
Slavery among the Franks, 163, 

217 

Slavonians, 215, 299, 333 
Spain, 60, 66, 80, 102, 145, 175, 

230-2, 288, 328 
Stephen II., Pop" 205, 211 
Stilicho the Vanaal, 78-9 
Suevians, 13, 23 
Syagrius, king of Suessiones, 105 _ 

T 

Tacitus, II, 12, 31 ff., 49; "Ger­
mania" quoted, 34 (Note), 155 
(Note) 

Tencteri, 13, 25, 32 
Tetricus, 62 
Teutoburg forest, 29 
Teutonic law, 154 If. 
Teutons, 4, 38, 42 ; and Romans, 

38, 149, 282 If. ; and passim 
Theodebald, king of Metz, 166, 

176 
Theodebert, king of Metz, 166, 

172; his daughter, 173 
Theodebert II., 179, 188-9 
Theodoric, king of Ostrogoths, 

133, 139, 145, 165, 249-51 
Theodoric, king of Visigoths, 90, 
_ 93 
Theodoric, son of Clovis, 145, 166, 

170 ~ 
Theodoric II., king of Orleans, 

179, 188-9 
Theodosius, emperor of the East, 

77, 121-2; his code, 144 
Thirty Tyrants, 60, 62 
Thuringia, 81 If., 98 If. ; 302, 312 : 

and passim 
Tiberius, Emperor, 30, 34 
Totila the Goth, 172 
Trajan, Emperor, 33. 44 
Tribe names of the Teutons, 2~ 

(Note) 
Trojan origin of the Fl'llnks, 

legendary, 17 
Tungri, 41, 65, 86, 88, '101 

U 
Urtheil (ordeal), 161; variulls 

ordeals, 162-3 • 
Usipii (Usipites), 12, 13 
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v 
Valentinian I., emperor of the 

East, 19,77 
Valentinian lit, emperor with 

Gratian,77 
Vanda~, 35,60,62, 78 
Varus defeated by Hermann, 29 
Veleda, Bructerian wise woman, 

32-3 
Verdun, the treaty of, 313 • 
Vespasian, Emperor, 31-2, 42 - .' ~ 
Vi~l, the Trojan legend, 17 I 
Vislgoths, 93, 102, 104, 144, 171, 

190. See" Alaric" .-

Vitellius, Emperor, 31-2 
Vitiges, the Ostrogoth, 172 
Vocladensian Plain, 143,203 
Vopiscus, historian, IS, 19, S9 

W 

Wamaher, Mayor, 196 
Wehrgeld, 160 
Witikind, 229 ; in faille, 235 ; 238 
WintriOll, Duke, 188, 196, 206 

Z 

~charias, Pope, 211 

RO:\IAN PLACE NAMES, &c., MENTIONED IN THE TEXT, 
WITH THEIR MODERN EQUIVALENTS. 

Agedincum Senonum, Sens 
Agri Decumites 
A1bis, Elbe R. 
A1cimona, A1tmiihl R. 
Amisia, Ems R. 
Angli, Angles 
Aqwe MattW:re, Wiesbaden 
Aquae Sextiae, Aix 
Aquis (Aquisgrinum), Aix-la­

Chapelle, Aachen 
Aquitania (pne.Augustan), Gas· 

cony 
Arausio, Orange 
Arduenna Silva, Ardennes 
Arelite, Aries 
Argentaria (1), see p. 308 
Argentoritum, Strassburg 
Argentovaria (p. 308), Artt.enheim 
Aremonca (Armorica) 
Asciburgum, Asburg 
Atuatuca, Tongres 
Augusta Suessionum, Soissons 
Augusta Trev~rorum, Trier, 

Treves 
Augusta Vindelioorum, Augsburg 
Augustodiinum (Bibracte), Autun 
Augustodiirum Baiucassium, 

Bayen.: 
Augustonelbetum, Clermont·Fer. 

rand 

Aulerci Cenomini (Diablintes), 
Maine R. 

Aureliini Cenllbum, Orleans 
Avenio, Avigoon 
Axona, Aisne R. 
Baeterrae, Beziers 
Batllvi, Batavians, B~tuwe 
Belgica, Belgian land 
JJeneventum, Benevento 
Boihsemi, Bohemia, Bohmen 
Bonna, Bonn 
Bononia, Boulogne 
Braina, Braisne 
Bruct~ri (medirev. Borahtra-gau) 
Burdigllla, Bordeaux 
Burginatium, Schcokenschanz 
Burgundi (Burgundiones), Bur· 

gundians 
Byzantium, Constantinople, J&. 

tamboul 
Camariicum, Cambrai. Kamerijll 
Campania, Champagne 
Caninefates, Kennemerland 
Carcaso, Carcassonne 
Carisiicum, Kiersey, Quierzy 
Catalauoi (Durocutalauni), 

Chalons-sur-Mame 
Cebenna, cevennes 
Chamavi (medirev. lIamaland) 
Chatti (Hessen) 
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Chattuarii (medirev. Hattera-gau) 
Colonia Agrippina, Cologne, 

KOIn 
Con~entes, Coblenz 
Dispargum (Divisio-burgum), Die-

burg 
Diutia, Dintz, Deutz 
Divisio, Scheidungen-burg , " 
Divodiirum Mediomatricorul!l;' 

Metz ' 
Durnomagus" Dormagen " 
Durocortomm Remorum, Reims 
'Forum Julii, Frejus 
Fossa Drusiana, the dyke...' of 

Drusus 
Gammna, Garonne R. 
Geldiiba, Gellep 
Germania Inferior,Superior (Gallic 

provinces created by Claudius­
the latter extended by Domitian 
across the Rhine, to the Limes 
Germanicus) 

Gottones, the Goths 
Hermi6nes, Hennunduri (?) ; 

Thuringians 
Issala (Navalia), Yssel R. 
!tius Portus, Wissant 
Julia Apta, Apt 
Laugona, Lahn R. 
Lemanus Lacus, Lake Leman 
Locoritum, Lohr 
Lugdiinum, Lyon 
Luppia, Lippo R. 
Lutetia Parisiomm, Paris 
Matrona, Marne R. 
Mogontiacum(Magunt-),Mayence, 

Mainz 
Mrenus, Main R. 
Mosa, Meuse R. 
Mosella, Moselle R. 

Nicer, Neckar R. 
Noviodunum Diablintum, Jublains 
Noviomagus Batavorum, Nime-

guen 
Regina Castra, Rel:ensburg 
Rhenus, Rhine R. 
Rhodanus, Rhone R. 
Rigomigus, Remagen 
Rura, Ruhr R. 
SaIa, SaaIe (Frank) R. 

.SalB, SaaIe (Thuringian) R. 
,Saucon,pa (Arar), Saone R. 
Sealdis, Scheidt, Escaut R. 
Segodiinum Rutenorum, Rodez 
Sequana, Seine R. 
Siga, Sieg R. 
Suevi (" Suabians ") 
Tencteri 
Teruenna, Terouanne 
Teutoburgius SaItus, Wiehen-

gebirge M .. 
Teutones, Teutons 
Texuandri (Toxandri), Tessender-

100 
Theodonis Villa, Diedenhofen, 

Thionville 
Tolbiacum, Ziilpich 
Tullum, Toul 
Tungri, Tongres 
Turnacum, Tournai 
VaclUus (VahaIis), Waal R. 
Vandlili, Vandals 
Vasconia, Gascony 
Vetera Castra, Birten 
Vindobona, Vienna 
Virodiinum, Verden (Germ.) 
Virodiinum, Verdun (Gaul) 
Visontio, Besan<;on 
Yisurgis, Weser R. 
Vosdgus, Vosges M. 


