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PREFACE.

——

WyHILE Italy awaits the philosophical historian of her
political evolutions and revolutions—annals, chronicles,
memoirs, biographies and autobiographies, series of
letters, diplomatic papers and correspondence, revo-
lutionary documents have been, during the last twenty-
five years, published in rapid succession, and thus 'a
vast material is being stored for future “ architects of
history.” Nor is the stock by any means exhausted;
the key to many unravelled mysteries being more or
less jealously guarded in the record offices of the state,
while the “key of keys” reposes in the sanctum sanc-
torum of royal archives. Contemporary writers of
events in which they have been actors or interested
spectators, with the strictest intention to be veracious,
rarely succeed in telling the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth, seeing that each narrator
surveys facts from his own point of view; mnor does
an honest desire to be impartial ensure impartiality,
since the writer's individual beliefs and opinions must
necessarily influence his deductions and bias his judg-
ments. But, all such weaknesses and defects taken
VOL. & b
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into account, the value of these contributions remains
intact. Carlo Cattanen, to one who sought to dissuads
him in 1860 from certain publications relating to 1848,
made answer, “ The generations pass ; men’s minds take
new directions, and the facts of experience become
a3 lanterns hung out in abandoned streets.”

Many readers, we think, will concur in this sentence,
and to these the “ Autobiography of Garibaldi” will be
interesting and acceptable. Strictly speaking, what Gari-
baldi calls “ My Memoirs ” are recollections of such por-
tions of his eventful life as he chose to give to the public.
They were chiefly written at two distinct periods, the
first portion in 1850, after the fall of Rome and the
death of his beloved Anita. In 1872, he corrected and
modified this first portion, and wrote the remainder at
Caprera (merely adding at Civita Vecchia in 1876 the
Appendix, Custoza), without books or documents or any
assistance. save from his own memory. Naturally, he
has fallen into sundry errors of dates and facts. He
has also deliberately passed over entire periods of his
life, thus omitting some particulars very interesting to
the English reader as well as to his own countrymen.
He, moreover, withdrew certain manuscriptse which he
at first destined for publication, containing some graphic
accounts of events and some severe strictures on promi-
nent men which he wrote from time to time, because, from
his later point of view, “ the least said, soonest mended.”
We possess an autograph letter of his, enjoining on
one who p d his full confid to and
restore to himself a manuscript written entirely in his
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own hand and destined in 1869 for the press, but which
in 1871 he resolved should not be published, Again,
in one of his letters to Alberto Mario, who had requested
to be allowed, in his life of Garibaldi, to publish some
facts which the General himself had related concerning.
the king, he answers, “I wish that nothing confidential
between the king and myself should be published;” and
in his Memoirs he publishes nothing.

But he does not use the same reticence in speaking of
Mazzini, whom from time to time he still recognized as
“master ;” while at others (purposely misled by men
whose sole aim and mission was to keep these great
and good patriots divided), he misjudged and censured
him with an asperity foreign to his own nature. Had
he, when he wrote, possessed the sixteen volumes of
Mazzini’s writings, with the historical documents in-
serted by Aurelio Saffi in his clear, able, impartial
preface to each,—he would, we think, have cancelled
numerous assertions of whose truth he had been assured,
but which subsequent evidence and concomitant wit-
nesses disprove. Again, had he possessed—as, tharks to
"Luigi Chiala, we now do—the six volumes containing
over eighteen hundred letters of the great Piedmontese
statesman, with numerous documents and invaluable
historical prefaces, the eriticisms, censures, and re-
proaches which he addresses chiefly to Cavour would
probably have been distributed in juster proportions

.among many who come off scot free.

The Memoirs end with the episode of the Franco-

Prussian war.  Of his work for the “ redemption ” of the
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Roman Campagna, for the Tiber, his polemics con-
cerning communism, socialism, internationalism, ete.,
his second marriage and life at Caprera, Garibaldi says
nothing, whereas his biographers and the newspapers
have treated of all these matters with more or less
accuracy.

Hence, requested by the proprietors and publishers of
the English edition to write a preface to their translation,
1 bave with their permission substituted a Supplement.
The reader thus will have put before him all that the
General left for publication. This Autobiography of
Giuseppe Garibaldi constitutes this all; and as in Italy
the question has been raised whether such really is the
case, it may be well to set all doubts at rest. The ques-
tion may be put in good faith, a8 many of the questioners
have seen and read—some even possess—other manu-
script writings of Garibaldi which are from time to time
given to the public, fairly and often wisely—none, how-
ever, venturing to add “with the anthor's permission,”
as the proprietor of this Autobiography legitimately can
and does. The original manuscript of these Memoirs is
written by Garibaldi himself on ordinary-sized letter-
paper, each page numbered, entirely in his own hand;
the first part clear and bold, the last shaky and irregular
as the fatal arthritis crippled his fingers. As he gave
the manuscript to his “ best-beloved ” Menotti, so Menotti
placed it for safe keeping in the hands of Adrian Lemmi,
whose name in Italy is a synonym for patriotism and
integrity. Menotti and Adrian would rather “have cut
off their right hand ” than have offended the dead father
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and friend by adding, suppressing, or altering a syllable,
or even consenting to a literary supervision of the text.
‘Why Garibaldi enjoined that simply this and nothing
more should be given to the world was best known to
himself. Enough that he did so, and that his injunc-
tions, in this instance at least, have been obeyed. )

The Supplemeént will appear in the third volume, con-
taining such additional matter as may complete the
personal narration of the “hero of both worlds,” of the
patriot “ without fear and without reproach. ”
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—_——

Now that the Italians have achieved their independ-
ence, have accomplished the herculean task of fusing,
welding, pounding ten kingdoms into One Italy,
European nations hail her as their last-born sister,
strive to stand first in her affections, highest in her
esteem, wondering in secret at that deathless life of
hers which has defied their united efforts to extinguish
it; which, each time they have wrapped her in her
shroud and thrust her into the sepulchre, has left it
empty, wringing from them the awestricken cry, “ Lo,
she has arisen!” )

Arisen, rearisen, are the right terms for this seeming
miracle. To say reborn would imply preceding death,
whereas what was death for other nations was only
sleep for Italy. Our Swinburne and her Carducci, with
the poet’s faculty of precise, concise expression, render
the wondrous story in the same short simple phrese.
Swinburne, summing up the life-work of the two great
Genoese, Columbus and Mazzini, says—

“One found a world new-born from virgin sea;
And one found Italy.”

Carducci writes, “He of the Gracchus’ heart and
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Dante’s thought saw the third Italy.”®* To assert that
Mazzini or Garibaldi or Victor Emmanuel “created”
Italy by their separate or united genius, prowess, and
ambition would presuppose her non-existence; would
assign to one man or to three men the merit of an
entire people of heroes and of martyrs, of thinkers and
of doers—a people which had never ceased to be, but
which, owing to intrinsic and extrinsic reasons, had
refrained from merging their separate existences in one
collective whole,

The vital, exhaustless, ail-absorbing, sll-assimilating
people which, in the Roman republic, organized society
and evolved a grand system of government; which,
during the republican and imperial period, subdued
and permeated Europe with their institutions and
their laws; which, in the Middle Ages, when black
night brooded over half the world, developed the
germ of Roman into Italian municipalities, with free con-
stitutions imbued with the republican spirit of Rome,
reaching a height of opulence, prosperity, grandeur, and
glory rarely attained, never surpassed by the nations

*«GIUSEPPE MAZZINL
Qusl ds gh anidi wogh erma m’l mare
Tal, surlo in beasi di, m’l fluttuante
Secolo, ei grande, austero, immoto appsre.
Da quelli scogli, onde Colombo infante
Nuovi pe’l mar vedea mondi spuntare,
Egli vide nel ciel crepuscolsre
Co’l cuor di Gracco ed il pensier di Dante
La terza Italia. . . "

(Giosué Cardueei.)
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who from those free republics learned the lessons of
municipal self-government whence such liberty as
Europe now possesses is mainly derived ; which, at the
bidding of their “ divinest” in the full tide of freedom,.
created Italian literature as they had created Italian
art, and, when on themselves slavery’s night descended,
uncurtained the golden dawn of the renascence on con-
.science-awakening Europe ; which, disdaining half-truths
and moral fictions, recoiling from their unchaste, impious
murderers, stepped backwards into pagan times, thence,
leaping over the heads of the Reformers inte the realms
of science, alighted at the fountain-head of modern:
reason and research; that people—which evoked from
its own Saturnian soil and sun and sea the secrets of
the universe, the science of humanity, which gave its
all so lavishly to every nation on the earth-—forbore or
attempted too partially or too late to solve the problem
of its own individual nationality. This in virtue of a
fundamental idea underlying and informing the many
and multiform phases of its successive centuries of
existence. )

The world-wide, universal sway of the Roman
Empire, which grew with the growth of the peoples—
Etruscan, Sabine, Latin, Roman—outgrew and over-
grew themselves. The prayer which Romulus, according
to the legend, while ploughing the clods to outline
the walls of the city, put up to Jupiter and Mars—
“May the durstion of this city be eternal; may its
sway be all-ruling ; may the sun ever rise and set on
its dominion”—was until the sixteenth century the
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prayer of every-thoughtful, patriotic Italian, Even
when they hated an emperor most they loved the
empire best, and this infatuation, this absorption in
one fixed idea, lasted snd prevailed, until, shattered
but not annihilated, erushed but not extinguished,
action was for three centuries divorced from thought,
and political from intellectual liberty.

The transfer of the seat of empire to Byzantium,
the subsequent division into East and- West, the
consequent rise and growth of the papacy as a tem-
poral power—due to the absence of the emperors, to
their real or pretended donations,—the farce of corona-
tion of emperors by popes, the fiction of investitures
by emperors of popes with temporal sovereignty —are
facts brought forward by many in extenuation, as a
justification of Italy’s apparent annihilation, and three
centuries of slavery. But all these things were the
effects of the preponderating idea of empire. That
myth, that illusion, delusion, and perpetual curse she
preferred to the possible, nay, most easy formation of
her own national, independent unity. Only one Italy
for Rome to rule? No world-wide sway for the Eternal
City? Such a desire never entered the heart of man,
at any rate, till Petrarch’s time, and the facts are there
to prove the affirmation.

When, in the fifth century, the Visigoths founded
monarchy in Spain, and the basis of monarchy was laid
by Clodovic in France, and the Heptarchy was instituted
in England, a brave, wise man made himself master of
all Italy, recovered Sicily from the Vandals, and was
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welcomed in Rome as liberator. He rendered strict
justice, protecting letters and the learned, preserving
the monuments of Roman and Grecian art, retaining
many of the ancient magistracies, respecting the
senate, choosing ministers and counsellors from its midst.
This Theodoric, king of the Ostrogoths, was popular,
was esteemed and obeyed, s long as he stood before
the Italians and Romans in the character of general
and vice-regent of the emperors (Zeno and Anastatius).
He united the whole of Italy, published in Rome a code
of laws, a model of equity for “ barbarians” and Romans,
left the Jews their own laws and judges, protected alike
Arians and Catholics. “A great splendour long un-
unknown,” writes Balbo, < shone over Italy, the seat
and centre of his vast and flourishing kingdom.” The
emperors grew jealous, and instigated the Italians
against him. Theodoric, suspecting conspiracy, steined
his great name and fair fame by his barbarous cruelties
to Boethius, the ““ Roman senator,” and to Swmmacus.
After his death, Italy fell a prey to Beliserius and the
eunuch Narses, generals of the great emperor Justinian,
Had the Italians but supported the Goths in their
struggle against the treacherous *liberating” Greeks,
that struggle would have been brief and the *berba-
rians” absorbed and assimilated, and the civilized Latins
would naturally have acquired the ascendency in the
independent and united nation. But this policy would
have involved rebellion against the empire.

Still more apparent is this ruling passion of Romans
and Italians under the sway of the Longobards (568-



xx HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION.

773), “who,” writes Macchiavelli, “after two hundred
and thirty years of Italian existence, retained nothing of
foreigners but the mame.” Luitprand, the best and
greatest of the Longobard kings, reformed and amelio-
rated the laws of his predecessors, Rotari and Grimaldo.
He set bimself to expel the Greeks from the Peninsula ;
made peace with the Venetians, who had chosen their
first duke, Paoluccio Anafesto; entered into alliance
with Gregory IL against the emperor, and restored to
that pope the portion of “the patrimony ’ of which he
had deprived him. A propitions moment that, for in
customs, religion, language, laws, and even dress, there
was but little difference between the invaders and the
invaded races. But the “ great” Gregory IIL, who had
fomented the religious warfare against Leo the icono-
clast, intent upon broadening and widening the founda-
tions of papal supremacy—fearful lest these humane,
g , docile Teutons should found with the Italians
a free, strong, and united pation — instigated them
against Luitprand, and gave shelter to the rebel Duke
of Spoleto in Rome. Resolved on destroying the
dominion of the Longobards, he summoned a new
barbarian, Charles Martel, into Italy, imploring him
“to succour the Church of God in her great tribulation ;
to come to the assistance of Christ’s poor, seeing that
the little left to them is destroyed by the fire and sword
of the Lombard kinga” ¥inally, he urges on “this most
Christian son ” to compel “ those kings to return to their
own country.” Gregory III, Leo the iconoclast, and
Charles Martel all died in the same year (741). Lait-
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prand made peace with Pope Zacharia, and -until the
death of this great king no Frank set foot in Italy.
But his very generosity to the popes was fatal to the
Longobard dominion and to the chances of Italian
unity. Pope Stephen summoned Pepin, son of Charles,
who warred successfully against Astolph, Luitprand’s
successor, compelling him to abandon the cities of the
ex-archate and the Roman duchy—Ravenna, Rimini,
Pesaro, Cesena, Urbino, Gubbio, Narni—which he
handed over to St. Peter and the Roman Church, “and
to the pontiffs in perpetuity,” say the partisans of the
temporal power, Balbo included, adding that, after
Pepin's return to France, his deputy, Fulrade, abbot of
Dionigi, with the deputies of Astolph, went from city
to city, collected the keys, and, with the written title-
deeds of the donation, deposited them in the confessional
of 8. Pietro. What is not fiction, but certainty, is that
Pepin’s son Charles beguiled, betrayed, and defeated
Desiderius, that last of Longobard kings—last of twelve
Ttalian-born kings to whom the iron crown had been
transmitted in. direct descent from Alboino, which
crown he claimed for himself. Pope Leo, trading on
the imperial tendencies of the Italians, foreseeing the
fall awaiting the Greek empire, deeming that a race of
emperors created by the popes would become valiant
champions of the papacy, actually placed on the head
of Charles the imperial crown. Qut of gratitude for this
act, justified neither by tradition of primitive Church,
nor by apostolic precedent, nor by the consent of the
Western nations, Charles invested the pope with
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temporal power. Leo IIL created the Frank new
emperor of the West; Charlemagne invented a pope-
king; and the Romans, seeing that & Roman pope had
crowned an emperor in Rome, indulging in their dream
of empire, never for a moment guessed that they had
sacrificed the substance for the shadow—a Roman
Italy based on a popular constitution for a visionary
imperial sceptre which they were destined nevermore
to wield. When, after 114 years, Charlemagne’s empire
fell to pieces, and France herself was split into frag-
ments, and the Germans elected their own kings, and
Berengarius, Marquis of Friuli (descended on the female
side from Ludovico il Bonario), became king of Italy,
there was again the opportunity for the formation of an
Italian pation. But the popes were growing steadily
and lustily; Venice, with her mysterious genius, was
rejoicing in her islet freedom, driving down the piles of
independence into her lagunes, looking askance omn
emperors and popes. Amalfi, too, was turning the face
of her sturdy populations seawards. So Berengarius,
left to his own devices, prostrated himself before the
ambitious German Arnolph, thus affording the German
electors at future times a pretext for claiming imperial
rights for the chief of their choice. True, Guido, Duke
of Spoleto, in 891, was crowned with the crown of iron
and proclaimed emperor in Rome, and once more the
Italians exultingly fancied themselves masters of the
world, till Pope Formoso (896) crowned the German
Arnolph emperor. In ‘951, Otto reduces Italy to a
fief of Germany—is made king of Italy, “crowned
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emperox in Rome ” (962), deposes Pope John XII,, sub-
stituting a layman, Leo (963). Crescentius, consul, frees
Rome from popes and emperors. The ancient orders of
the republic are established, liberty and independence

- proclaimed. But the people care little' for all” this;
Gregory and Otto prevail, Crescentius is decapitated
and his corpse flung from the battlements of St. Angelo.
During the next few years numerous popes and anti-
popes scramble for the patrimony of St. Peter's. In
1002, the Italian Ardoino, Marquis of Ivrea, is crowned
king at Pavia; but Henry II, King of Germany, deposes
him, and gets himself crowned king at Pavie, and, of
course, “emperor in Rome;” the war of independ-
ence degenerates into civil war, Saracens invade Sicily
and the Neapolitan provinces and the coasts of Tuscany.
The crown of Italy is adjudged to Conrad the Salic,
elected King of Germany in the diet of Magonza. The
Milanese and Pavians refuse him; Pope Giovanni
crowns him “emperor in Rome” Conrad besieges
Milan; the Milanese for the first time mount their
sacred carroccio, and a little later institute their
glorious commune—a magic word meaning brotherhood
and community of all classes; symbol of glory, great-
ness, and liberty for many an Italian city and republic,
but not for one Italy, one . commonwealth for all
Italians,

Conrad dying (1039), his son Henry IIL comes to
Rome, and is crowned by Pope Clement; and in a
council expressly summoned, the Romans adjudge to
the emperors the right of electing the popes, Clement
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dying (in 1047), while Greeks and Saracens contenc
for mastery in Sicily, six popes and two anti-pope
follow each other in quick succession. Henry IV. suc
ceeds to the imperial crown (1056). Now appears upor
the scene Hildebrand the monk, who for twenty yean
before his pontificate was the real helmsman of St
Peter’s bark. He had advised Pope Leo 1X. to supple
ment his German election by re-election at Rome. Later
he succeeded in annulling the election by the Romans
—who vowed they would have no more foreign popes—
of Benedict (2 Roman), substituting Nicholas IL of
Burgundy. By Hildebrand's advice, this pope took from
the clergy and the people the right of electing popes,
declared that the sanction of the emperor was revocable
at the pope’s will, and sought to substitute monarchical
for the republican institutions of the Cburch. All this
paved the way for the “ mission ” of Hildebrand—for the
subjugation of empire and peoples to Holy Mother
Church.

In Hildebrand, as Gregory VIL, that type of Italian
intellect and Italian iron will ; in Matilda, the gran donna
d’ Italia, as Dante calls her, symbolizing in her the love of
Holy Mother Church;—we have a fresh proof of the utter

. ab of the iment of Italian nationality. Those
two united were powerful for all and avght they willed ;
conld bring and brought the emperor, after three days’
fasting in sackeloth and drifting spow without the citadel,
to the pope’s feet in Canossa. Matilda, who owned
such enormous possessions in Italy, Gregory, who
ruled over the consciences of the Italians, and for a
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time over their hearts, might have welded the nation
into one; reformed and renewed the Chureh, trusting to
its spiritual authority to subdue the world But their
only idea was ecclesiastical dominion and temporal
power. The Italians, always sceptically indifferent in
religious matters, impervious to the papal excommuni- -
cations, which struck such terror into the Germans,—
when these deserted their emperor, were ready from the
first to espouse his cause. Had Henry chosen to laugh
at Gregory, and leave him shut up in Canossa, to which
he had fled as to an asylum, he need never have inflicted
that ineffaceable stain on “Ceesar’s” brow. As it was,
when he took heart later and knocked at the gates of
Rome, the Romans opened those gates, when, barbarian
as he was, he summoned Normans and Saracens to
sack and ravage and set fire to the city. Hildebrand,
regarded as the cause of all the wrong, was compelled
tofly to Salerno, where he died, abandoned and execrated
by.all save Matilda, who, true to her idol and her
idea, fought for his successors and left her possessions in
Italy to Holy Mother Church.* That Hildebrand had
* This bequest cannot be disputed, as are, with reason, the pre-
tended donations of Constantine and Pepin and Charlemagne. All
the emperors who gave or confirmed former gifis to the popes,
renewed imperial rights salva nostra potestats ot nosirorum poste-
rum. Countess Matilda was the last soion of the lords of Canossa,
Sigifredo, Azzo, Tedaldo, and Boniface, who added the duchy of

Tuscany to his father’s fiefs of Reggio, Modena, Ferrara, Brescia, and
married Beatrice, daughter of Frederick, Duke of Lorraine, were all
devoted adherents of the empire. Matilda was the only child of
this couple, and, after the death of her father—murdered by his
vagsals—her mother, Beatrice, married Godfrey, Duke of Lorraine,
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aimed a vital blow at the empire, however, cannot be
denied, though what with the anti-pope Guibert
(Clement IL) and Henry’s imprisonment by his own
son, and miserable ending in 1106, the victories of
both resembled those of Pyrrhus. The first crusade,
initiated by Urban IL, but in reality conceived by
Hildebrand ; the liberation of Jerusalem just as he died
and Pope Paschal suceeeded, turned the thoughts of the
great ones of the earth into a new channel, and while
they were crusading in the Holy Land, the Italians
strengthened and enlarged the communal element, and
in the principal cities of Lombardy and of Tuscany formu-
lated their constitutions during the twelfth century.
But the phantom of empire pursued them still. They.
from the first waged war upon the feudal barons,
razed their castles, forced them to come and live

her own cousin, who was confirmed in all the fiefs held by her former
husband, by the emperor, Henry IV. Matilda married ber step-
father's son, Godfrey the Hmmchback, who, just at the time her
mother Beatrice died, was killed at Antwerp, 1076. This danghter
of imperial vassals was an intense, fanatical partisan of the papacy,
not of one, bat of all popes, foar of whom she supported and sarvived.
Hildebrand was her spiritual adviser; his ambitions were hern, his
canse “ the camse of God.” Quite natural, therefore, that she should,
at his instigation, leave all her worldly goods to the Church during
Gregory’s reign, and that she should ratify her donation before
ber death in 1115. And if she had only given or left her Tuscan
domains held in allodial (all-lood) tenure, the emperors could not
have interfered with any show of right; but it scems that she
included some of the lands which her ancestore bad held as vassals
of the empire, and which, as she left no heirs, reverted as lapsed
fiefs to the empire. Hence all the quarrels snd even wars that
ensaed from this famous gift, which crop up st all periods of Jtalian
history, till imperial right was abandoned altogether,
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within the cities; but it never occurred to them to
demolish the emperor’s castle, or to refuse allegiance
to the empire, still less to proclaim themselves the
rightful heirs of the Roman populus—the “sovereign
people” of Italy. Each city for itself; each com-
mune for its own liberties, rights and privileges. Rome
wars against Tivoli; Milan, Cremona, Como against
Pavia; Padua against Verona, Modena, and Bologna ;
Lucca against Florence; and when they cannot settle
their quarrels between themselves, they call in the
“mnatural” umpire, the emperor. With one glorious
exception, by the way—Venice, who waged deadly
war against Pisa and Genoa, but on her own account.
Neither vassal of empire nor serf of Church was she—
neither Guelph nor Ghibelline; purely, simply Venetian.
But, this exception made, we find no others; hence
the canker in the very germ of those most glorious
republics.
And even when Frederick Barbarossa, profiting by
their discord, set himself to annihilate them all, and
_'they decided to make common cause against him, never
in their hour of direst anguish or supremest triumph did
they forego their allegiance to the empire, or deny the
authority of Ceesar. Foremost of Italian glories is the
-league of Pontida against the pretensions of Barbarossa,
who, after holding & general council at Roncaglia, and
receiving the homage of the consuls, besieged Milan,
Vercelli, and Turin, crossed the Po and burned Asti,
sacking and burning Tortons and the minor cities, was
crowned king at Pavia (1155), then went on to Rome,
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where Pope Adrian IV awaited him for the destruction
of Arnold of Brescia and the Roman senate. Arnold
burnt, his ashes thrown into the Tiber, the confirmation
of the senate’s privileges haughtily refused, Adrian,
whose bridle-reins he held, crowned him “emperor in
Rome.” Returning, for pastime Frederick burnt Spoleto,
and, after a visit to Germany, he descended again into
Lombardy, again devastating Brescia and starving Milan.
He convoked anew the Italian Diet, summoning bishops,
princes, judges, consuls, and the jurists of the University
of Bologna, “to define the imperial rights and property.”
The servile Bishop of Milan made answer, “ The imperial
will is law;” the jurists of Bologna affirmed that the
duchies, marquisates, counties, consulates, the mints, the
duties, the ports, the mills, the fisheries were imperial
property. The emperor abolished the consuls elected by
the people, and instituted podestas of royal nomination.
Milan and Cremona expel the podestd ; Frederick besieges
Cremona, Milan, Brescia, hangs the prisoners, and covers
his war-engines with the children taken as hostages.
“Blessed are those who die for their country,” cry the
citizens of Cremona, who fire on their own children and
repel the barbarians ; but in 1160 Cremona is destroyed,
Milan burnt and razed to the ground. This caused the
bitter cap to overflow. Verona, Vicenza, Padua, and
Treviso swear vengeance. In the monastery of Pontida,
deputies from Cremona, Bergamo, Mantua, Brescia,
Ferrara, the envoys of the league of Verona, swear to
die rather than submit to such iniquitous tyranny. A
league of defence and offence is furmed, one for all and
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all for each ; but the fatal elause is added, Sam'hg always
Sealty to the empire. The confederates rebuild Milan,
compel Lodi to join the league, seize the fortress of
Trezzo, garrisoned by imperial troops. Frederick shut
up in Pavia—Venice, Verona, Vicenza, Padua, Treviso,
Ferrara, Brescia, Bergamo, Cremona, Lodi, Piacenza,
Parma, Mantua, Modena, Bologna, swear econcord, bind
" themselves to war against any man who should offend
or barm any ome of the other cities; against any
emperor who should attempt to exact more or regpect
less than was exacted and respected by the last two
Henrys.* The fortress of Alexandria meanwhile had
been built and garrisoned with 15,000 soldiers, the
league shared even by Venice, so chary of interference in
Italian affairs, sanctioned by Pope Alexander, in whose -
honour the new fortress was named. On May 29, 1176,
the great struggle was fought out at Legnano. The
armed people, ringing the tocsin, guarding their sacred car,
symbol and sign of freedom and of right, led on by “the
company of death,” charged the barbaric hosts, destroying
* The formula of the popular oath, sacramenta populorum, for
1170 is given by Muratori: *In the name of the Lord, amen, I
swear on the holy Gospels that neither in my own person nor by
deputy will I make truce or peace or treaty with Frederick Emperor,
nor with his son, nor with his wife, nor with any person in his name.
“In good faith, and by the employment of all means in my power,
T will try to hinder any army, great or small, coming from beyond
‘the Alps, from Germany, or from any other land belonging to the
Emperor, from entering Italy; or if any such army should pene-
trate, I will wage fierce warfare against the Emperor and against all
his party until said army shall have abaodoned Italy, and I will

make my son take this same oath as soon as he shall have attained
the age of fourteen.”
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and routing the imperial army, trampling Czesar’s bunner
in the dust. Barbaroasa himself was mourned for dead
by his soldiers, had to fly for dear life to Pavia, and
by the Val di Susa escape from Italy in disguise.

Italy fought to victory, as ever when her people sound
the tocsin ; but at Venice, where the pope came to arbi-
trate, the empire virtually triumphed. A truce of six
years, during which Cremona, Asti, Alba, Genoa were
seduced from the jleague, and Alexandria prostituted
herself and was rq’baptized Cesarea, ended in the peace
of Constance (1183). The cities were allowed to pre-
serve their liberties, privileges,and jurisdiction ; but the
supreme sovereignty was reserved to the emperor, who
deigned, in the preamble to the treaty, to receive in the
fulness of his pardon the rebellious, victorious cities.®

To the confederates, who had sworn to cast from off
their shoulders the German yoke,} it did not seem that
they were abjuring or violating the popular oath, when
they agreed that all the “confederate cities should aid
the emperor in preserving the rights which were his in
Lombardy, that all citizens between fifteen and seventy
years of age should take the oath of fealty to the empire,
and that said cath should be renewed every ten years.” §

‘Without seeking further examples of this fixed idea of
empire, the solemn consecration that idea received from

* «Civil ac p - - . in plenitnds gratie sue reci-
piet 7 (Maratori).

t “ Theutonicornm jugum de collo excatiamus” (Chrovicles of
Milan, 1170).

1 Venice, proud of ber independence, would not sign the treaty ;
but some of ber cities on terra firma played their part of vaseals.
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Italy’s “divinest” should never be for.gotten. Dante
is rightly styled the father of Italian unity, in that he
was the “first philosopher of the Italian people; in that
he, commanding the cessation of regional dislects and
schools—Sicilian, Puglian, Bolognese, or Florentine—
announced an Italian poetry and literature and was
himself the herald of her glory.” Dante appeared on
the confines of the Middle Ages, when the political force
of the feudal empire was declining, The final over~
throw of the House of Hohenstaufen did not put an
end to the distracting quarrels between imperialists and
papists—Ghibellines and Guelphs. From the death of
Conrad IV. (1254) to the election of Rudolph of Haps-
burg during the interregnum of the empire, the
electors divided their votes between Alfonse of Castile
and Richard, Earl of Cornwall (1257). The German
princes showed reluctance rather than eagerness to
claim the imperial rights which had proved fatal to so
many, and when Rudolph accepted the imperial crown
he declared to the German Diet that he would not go to
Rome, that Italy had consumed too many Germans—
“King I am, and emperor,” quoth he, “and I can serve
the republic quite as well as if I were crowned in Rome.”

This Rudolph renounced formally and by oath all
sovereignty in Rome—all pretensions to the territories
claimed by the Cburch, the exarchate of Ravenna, the
gifts of Matilda. The pope lost no time in compelling
the prefects of Rome to take the oath of allegiance to
himself. But the power of the popes was nevertheless
declining. Nicholas IIIL, the Roman Orsini, actually
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s
proposed to Rudolph to divide Italy between them.
Boniface VIIL affected the airs and livery of empire ;
but despotic monarchies had risen on the shoulders of
both Church and empire, and Philip the Fair, the
king so hated by Dante, removed the seat of the papacy
to Avignon. What a chance for Italy, if only the idea
had dawned on her to belong to herself! But how
pretend this, when Dante himself conceived the regene-
ration of the human race in the reconstitution of the
God-created Roman empire, in the dominion of one
universal monarchy? “God Himself created the Roman
empire and recognized it, inasmuch as He assumed
human flesh, thus subjecting Himself in birth to the
census of Octavius,—in death to the judgment of
Pontius Pilate. As the empire signifies the dominion
of the Roman people over the earth, so the majesty of
the Roman people is personified in the emperor, to what-~
soever country he may belong. The garden of the earth
is Italy, not Germany, whence the Roman emperor must
extend his sceptre over all monarchies and over all
peoples, thus transforming the world into a Chbristian
republic, of which all states are members, the kingdom
of France even as the smallest Italian commune. The
authority of the empire coming direct from God, the
Church cannot pretend supremacy or the power to confer
authority, seeing that she had no part in the creation of
the empire, which existed ages before her birth. The
choice of the emperor’s person is itself directed by God.
The electors are but instruments in His hands. The
, thus ind dent of the pope in his authority

Y

1 4
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extended over the earth, is subordinate in one particular.
The earthly felicity bestowed by the emperor is a prelude
to eternal happiness, to which the pontiff is the guide.” *

The quarrel of this good hater, this Latin Christian

* Bee Carducci’s essay on the “Work of Dante” (Zanichelli, .
Bologna, 1888), first given to the public in the form of a lecture, as
an explanation of his refusal to accept the professorship of the
Dante exegesis which the Government proposed in 1886 in the
University of Rome. This supreme poet and most robust prose-
writer and critic of new Italy, rejoicing in the great Ghibelline’s
abhorrence of the temporal power of the papacy, could not make
& pagan out of this believer in Christ “ whose kingdom was not of
this earth,” Neither does he admit that “in Dante’s monarchial

ims exists & t of the unification of Italy, save in
as far as this was comprised in the anity of Christendom.” Dante
is “the supreme poet, the grand man, because be had a great con-
science. No other poet in the world (this also is thy glory, O my
country! O Italy!) had the heroic conscience of Dante.”  One
of Carducci's sonnets defines his feelings for the imperial Catholic
Ghibelline ; his worship of the poet. In plain prose it runs thus:—
“Dante, how is it—vows and voice I raise

In worship as o'er thy proud face I bend ?

That sunset leaves me and dawn finds me still

‘Wrapt in thy verse that wore thy frame so wan?

«Yet for me Liwcia prays not; nor Matilda fair
For me prepares the health-restoring bath ;
Beatrix with her sacred love, for me
In vain ascends to God, from star in star.

“] hate thy Holy Empire, and would fain
‘With sword have severed crown from head
Of thy good Frederick in Olona's vale!

“ A ruin sad are Church and empire now,

Q'er both thy song soars echoing in high heaven;
Jove dies: the poet's hymn endures!”

The snmming up of Dante's political ideas deduced by Carducci
from Dante’s prose works—literally and boldly, as becomes the poet-
patriot and the reverent student of the * Master.”
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Dante, with the papacy was founded less on its utter
profligacy and general infamy, for which he severely '
castigates the Church, than on the fact of its * usurping
the primacy over the civil powers of the emperors, its
personification of the Guelphic principle contrary to -
universal monarchy, of its ecclesiastical disobedience
to the laws of the empire, hindering thus the exercise
of its legitimate authority, setting a bad example by its
growing covetousness of the good things on Cwmsar’s
earth.” Dante shows himself the staunch opponent of
the temporal power of the papacy, and always reproaches
the emperors for their gifts and weaknesses towards the
Church.  But this anti-papal sentiment cannot be con-
strued into a desire to see Italy only Italy, onme, in-
dependent, and united in a monarchy or a republic, with
her seat of government in Rome. The man of thought
and action that he was, he instigated and applauded
Henry of Luxemburyg, that poor weed of an emperor, to
cross the Bubicon and assert his imperial rights, “ which
are neither bounded by Italy, mor by Europe—which
ought hardly to be limited by the waves of the ocean.”
Henry goes to Rome to be crowned, though the pope is
at Avignon, and dies mysteriously, With the death of
this Henry VIL Dante feels that the last chance for
the redemption of the world is extingmished, even so
his own personal hopes. Not outraged by a Guelphie
pardon® will Dante return to Florence; “only if a way
* In 1316, the Florentines offered free pardon and return to the
exiles, on the eondition that they should pay s eertain sum, and,
with the ignominious mitera on their beads, walk with contrite sir
two and two behind the car of the mint; then into the Church of
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be found that shall not attaint his henour or fame, will
he walk that way with no lagging step.” Otherwise
never more will he set foot in Florence, the beloved and
longed-for with all an exile’s passionately despairing
desire. Never was that path of fame and honour found,.
and never would the poet be erowned, since it could not
be in Florence.. So he died uncrowned, seeing ever clearly
into the “ mifror of the sun and stars,” and speculating,
till Bice called him home; on all the mysteries of life
in the present, of death in the future. Italians, then, if
they cannot with truth affirm that Dante bid them create
Italy one, independent, and free, and content themselves
with that and that alone—may “glory,rejoicing sincerely
and securely that Dante is their master, their guide,
and their father, inasmuch as he preserved the Roman
tradition for the renovation of Italy; that he, witness
and judge of centuries, the purest and most tremendous
judge and witness of the bad government of Church
and Churchmen, affirmed the necessity of annihilating
the temporal power.” *

A quarter of a century after Dante’s death, Petrarch,
the “father of Italian unity and first poet of the renas-
cence,” the enemy of the Middle Ages and of all foreign
invaders who should prevent the Latin people from
constituting itself within its natural frontiers, around
its centre Rome, actually dreamed that he might in
his lifetime see the realized vision of Italian states at
St. Giovanni, and there make their offerings to the saint in expiation

of their “crimes.” This is the offer g0 indignantly refused by Dante,
* Carducci's “ Work of Dante.”
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peace among themselves, united in republican Rome.
Yet even he in his declining years, grieving and dis-
heartened at the failure of Cola di Rienzo,* appealed
to the emperor Charles IV., and urged the pontiff to
return from Avignon to Rome,

In the sixteenth centvry, when the Italians, having
retempered their souls in the classic discipline of Greece
and Rome, and obeying Dante and following in Petrarch’s
steps, had created their literature and renovated their
genius, Charles V., an emperor great enough for Dante,
instigated by a fratricidal pope, crushed, after ten months
of heroic resistance, the last breath of liberty in Florence,
and for three centuries Italy’s body lay prostrate in the
“entwined embrace of popes and kings.”

* “When I recall,” he writes to Cola di Rienzo in 1347, “the
serions and holy discourse which thou heldest yesterday in the porch
of that old church, it seems to me that I listened to a sacred oracle,
to a god not to 8 man.  So divinely didst thon deplore the present
state, nay the decline and the ruin of the republic; so profoundly
didst thou probe with the finger of thy eloquence our wounds, that
my heart glowed during thy speech; but now when the sound of
those words of thine re-echoes in my ears, the sorrow of my soul
increases, its grief rises to my eyes—now that it thinks, that it

bers, that it f ed, my heart dissolves itaelf in tears—not
feminine, but virile tears ; those of s man, who, given the occasion,
will dare some worthy deed in a8 much as lies in his power for the
defence of justice. And if m the pest I was often with thee in
thought, since that day I have been with thee far oftener. At
times I despair, at times I bope, and, hovering between hope and
fear, I cry within myself, ¢ Oh that it were possible! Oh, if it should
hsppmmmydays' Oh, if ] were permitted to share sach a grand
enterprise, such immense glory!’ Asnd, tarning to the crucifix, I
exclaim, with saddened voice and eyes bathed with tears, O Jesus,
good and too long-suffering, why is this? Arise! Why sleep on?
See the things we suffer and from whom! See what Thy enemies
do ender the cover of Thy Name!'”
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Her body only, be it remembered. The history of her
religious, even as of her intellectual, renascence has
yet to be written.* Suffice it to remember that when
the concordat between Charles and Clement, the Spanish
Inquisition, the Society of Loyola and the Tridentine
Council, hurled their thunderbolts, built their pyres,
and sharpened the daggers of their hired assassins, no
nation under heaven produced so many and such
genius-gifted men es Italy, who preferred death to
recantation, martyrdom to death in life. Before the
“starry Gelileo with his woes” lived proving and after
torture died asserting that the “earth did move,”
Giordano Bruno, standing on the new foundations of
the universe discovered by Copernicus, saw a new
heaven and a new earth in which the physical and
buman world would be rehabilitated by the discoveries
of sci , the investigations of reason, and the mind
of man soar up on the wings of nature and of conscience
to blend the finite in the infinite, humanity in divinity.
“T doubt me but that you are more frightened in pro-
nouncing my sentence than I in listening to it,” said
Bruno to his executioners as, putting aside the crucifix
thrust upon him, he walked calmly towards the burning
stake. And in this he spoke prophetic truth, for not

* Studies, graphs, whole vol have been written in
England, France, Germany (see Geiger's review, “ Vierteljahrserift
fir Kultor und Litteratar der Renaissance”), and the thoughtful
portion of Italy’s political reg tors have d d their att
especially to the task. “ Write the history of the Quattrocento,”
were the last words of Alberto Mario, on what all but he himself
knew to be his death-bed, to Carducei. Should he fulfil his friend’s
behest, we shall have a history indesd.




xxxviii HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION.

King Humbert on the Quirinal, the * king elect” of one
Italy, free and independent, is more dreaded by the un-
kinged pope im the Vatican, than the spectre of Gior-

.dano Bruno baunting the Field of Flowers. From the
breach of Porta Pia was hurled the thunderbolt that
for ever felled the temporal power ; from the field where
Bruno’s monument will soon arise® already floats the
banner on which is inseribed, “ Free thought and secular
schools.” t

* The erection of this monurent is but a question of time; the
money is subscribed by Italians of all provinces, and the life-size
figure of Bruno is already modelled by the great sculptor and
patriot, Hector Ferrari. All that is now wanting is the sanction of
the Roumn mumclpalny, from,which body at the last elections the

d the champions of Papa Pecei, substitating Italian
lovers of an Italian Rome. Once the few metres of ground, municipal
proverty, conceded,' the monument of the monk of Nola will arise
on the spot where he saffered martyrdom. Thence, his daring brow
and piercing eyes gleaming from his kish cowl, he may watch the
jabile of the ni Lco:'n'mry, pare to-day's motley crew with
‘the jubilant pilgrims who glosted over his death-agony on February 17,
1600. He may watch also the 20th of September processions, lower-
ing their colours as they pass him; and, hearing the cry of
“ Viva Giordano Bruno!” mingle (as it now invariably does in
Rome) with the * Viva 1Ttalia!” “ Viva Mazzini!” % Viva Gari-
baldi!” “Viva the king elect!”™ may answer with that jovial,
whimsical laugh of his, “ Evviva, my brave disciples, my well-beloved
sons ; you are convinced now that the universe has no walls at all
save the immagirata circonferenza which surrounds the imaginary
prisoner in the Vatican?”

t In the manifesto of the “veterans” of the Italian revolutionary

paigns for the celebration of the eigh h anniversary of the
entry by the breach of Porta Pis occurred the following phrase :—
“These eighteen years of Italian life have not yet convinced the

' The Roman municipality has just made the grant, and sanctioned
the evection of the ¢, December, 1558,
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Not ours, however, the delightful task of tracing the

. inner history, the flight of Italian thought throughout
the three centuries that transpired between the corona-
tion of Charles V. (1530), the last emperor crowned in
Ttaly, to the consecration and coronation of the first
Napoleon (1804) in Paris; but simply to show the
dynastical or geographical fragments into which it
pleased Europe to divide the “Imperial Garden” of the
earth. No idea of consulting the populations ever
crossed the mind of revolutionary England any more
than of despotic France. As the treaty of Citean
Cambresis handed Italy over to the ignominy of Spanish
rule, whose worst feature was the stigma it cast on
labour, on work, which in that land of workers had
pope that neither the invocations of harmless thunderbolts nor the
mobs of fanatic pilgrims have power to shake the national edifice
defended by a people of thirty millions. But can we flatter ourselves
that we have reduced this implacable enemy of ours to impotence
for barm? Masters of every insidious art, it is into the communal

administrations and schools that they introduce their missionaries—
tosuffocate, in the first, all aspirations or pts to reform medizval
absurdities ; in the second, to stifle in our sons the germs of love of
country (here speaks Fra Paolo Sarpi: * Never has a Jesuit college
sent forth a son obedient to his father, devoted to his country, loyal
to his prince, The aim of the Jesnits is to destroy natural affection,
respect for parents, reverence for rulers; their partisans seek only
to substi lesiastical i for the i of the family,

the country, the state’).

“Let us, then, asssil with the arms of civilization, to whose
final triumph the inevitable law of progress spurs us, the last
refuge of the enemy ; let all our energies be directed to make our
communes and our schools essentially Italian, On this eighteenth
anniversary of our entry into Rome, we raise on the breach of

Ports Pia the banner of secvLAR scHOOLS. ¢ Viva Rome, capital
of ltaly '™
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hitherto been deemed so noble and so ennobling, so the
treaty of Utrecht turned it over chiefly to “humble,
modest Austria,” until she, showing the cloven foot, was
left with but the duchy of Mantua and a portion of
the duchy of Milan. The remainder of this duchy was
added to the possessions of that sturdy, stalwart, yet
most subtle race of warriors and princes, who from lords
of Maurienne had become dukes of Savoy, kings of
Sicily, later instead of Sardinia ; who, with their backs set
firmly against their native Alps, looked neither north nor
southwards, but watched the turbulent Po rushing west-
wards to the Adriatic, comparing the fertile provinces
on its upper shores to “an artichoke to be eaten leaf
by leaf” And as “he has who wills” and “who so
chooses may,” every change made by Europe in Italian
territorial arrangements gave a leaf and yet another leaf
to the kings of Sardinia to suck. And this was the
only good thing that can be said of the self-constituted
partitioners of Italy, when she was, by the last treaty
of Aiz la Chapelle, divided into twelve portions ; Spanish
Bourbons were made masters of Naples and Sicily, with
the sole proviso that the Italian should never be added
to the Spanish crown, Parma, Piacenza, and Guastalla
were given to the younger branch of the same race.
Truth, however, compels one to say that Charles 111,
bmitting to the 1s of T i, ruled well for
twenty-five years, even a8 Leopold and Ferdinand of
Lorraine under the guidance of Fossombroni in Tuscany
Benedict XIV. (Lambertini of Bologna), the best pope
of the eighteenth centnry, set himself to reform the
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barbarous legislation of the papal states, and though.
Clement XIII, the Venetian Rezzonico (1758), effected
a reaction, he had by so doing rendered inevitable the
expulsion of the Jesuits by Clement XIV. (Ganganelli),
who gave them a chance of reformation, and only
proceeded to extremes when the haughty Ricci made
answer, “Sunt ut sunt aut non sint” It is said that
they avenged themselves by poisoning him, a perfectly
justifiable act in their own eyes then, as ever; the
end justifies the means, being the corner-stone of their
creed, the foundation of their moral law. Austria in her
microscopic state was an improvement on the petty
tyrants Visconti, Sforze, and the Scaligieri Piedmont
was steadily arming, building roads, opening schools.
The republicans of Genoa, who on December 5, 1746,
had literally stoned out of the city the insolent
Austrian soldiers of the “good” Maria Teresa, stained
their fair fame and name by summoning foreigners from
France to subdue the Corsicans, who, to the harsh rule
of the Ligurians, preferred their own independence ; but,
like the cat in the fable, France annexed the island te
her own dominions (1768), just in time for Napoleon
Bonaparte to be born a French citizen, August 15, 1769.
Venice, in the eleventh century of her existence, found
it hard in her declining years to hold her own against
the Turks; to the last she kept an unflinching front
turned against eoclesiastical encroachments, but dis-
gusting' her provinces in ferra firma by her harsh
oligarchical rule, found herself abandoned in her death-

agony, which was so near at hand. The intellectual
YOL. L d
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and scientific activity is sufficiently proved by the large
number of books published in the eighteenth century
in Italy. In 1791, about the time that the guillotine
was invented in France, Galvani discovered galvanism,
and Volta published his memoir on the electric pile
just as the troops of the French Directory invaded
Savoy and Nice. Little doubt have we that Italy
would bave worked out her own salvation earlier and
with less of suffering had she been left to her own
devices. The Americans had sealed independence with
their blood at Lexington in 1775, constituted their
thirteen colonies into the United States in 1776,
formulated their constitution in 1787, proclaimed the
rights of man to freedom and equality, yet still the
world persists in attributing the rise of modern liberty,
progress, and of democratic principles to France! Certain
it is that Italy was the victim ; that her blood and her
treasure were poured out lavishly and ungrudgingly;
and tha‘t, when all was over and done, the nations
of Europe (even England not excepted) just re-enacted
the comedy of the past, and, disregarding pledges and
promises, and the passionate pleadings of her popula-
tions, who for the first time in history asked to be
allowed to regulate their own destinies, again parted
her garments among foreigners and their minions,

A chronological survey of Italy during the French
Revolution and Napoleon's reign, and her territorial
condition created by the treaty of Vienna, suffices to
show what was the political and moral condition of the
country when the apostle of her unity and the factors
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of her independence struck upon the secret of her past
misery and of her future greatness.

‘While it would be puerile to deny that the French
Revolution quickened the torpid members of disunited
Italy—that in the ranks of the Italian army, the
goldiers of the Cisalpine republic, of the Italian
kingdom, learned to love their comrades of danger and
of glory and to worship their tricolour, first sign and
symbol of a common country, it is quite a mistake
to believe that the first entrance of French arms inte
Italy was hailed with any. of that enthusiasm which
so many writers of French history choose to paint
(1792-1796). The army of Victor Emmanuel fought
gallantly for four years after the soldiers of the Directory,
swarming into Savoy and Nice, took possession of the
provinces, to punish the King of Sardinia for preferring
the alliance of Austria to that of the newly fledged
republic. The Venetians pledged th 1ves to a strict
‘neutrality. The Lombards looked askance at this fresh
inroad of foreigners; not that they liked the Austrian
rule, they simply disliked all invaders. 'When the young
Napoleon crossed the Alps (1796), divided the Pied-
montese from the Austrian armies, defeated both, crossed
the Po and Adda, entered Milan, crossed the Oglio,
invested Mantua, sped through the duchy of Modena,
Bologna, and Tuscany, compelling the Grand Duke of
Tuscany, the Duke of Este, and the pope to come to
terms,—the attitude of the populations was that of won-
der unmixed with any sort of enthusiasm. The inso-
lence of the French, which had roused the Sicilians to
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their Vespers, exasperated the people of northern Italy,
and to the cry of “ Death to the Jacobins!” they rushed
on the French soldiery at Binasco, Pavia, in the Genoese
Riviera, at Polcevere, Lugo, and even in Bologna.

When the “conquering hero” routed Wurmser at

nato (August 3 and 5), and Castiglione defeated

vinzi at Arcole, again at Rivoli, and compelled the
pope, by the treaty of Tolentino (February 19, 1797), to
cede Bologna, Ferrara, all the legations, and pay thirty
millions to France ; when he challenged Austria’s last
champion the Archduke Charles, and cut the Austrian
troops to pieces at the Tagliamento and at Isonzo
(March 16-19);—it was the uprising of the Venetian
populations on his flank, it was “ the Easter of Verona”
kept on the anmiversary of the Sicilian Vespers (April
17, 1797) when old men and women 2nd children flung
themselves on the invaders, massacring the troops
even in the hospitals,—that made Bonaparte offer an
armistice to Austria (April 18), promise her Venice and
the Venetian territories, by secret treaty, even as he
promised to Venice alliance, assistance, and protection,
and recognition of her independence.

By the treaty of Campo Formio, Austria took posses-
sion of Venice (January 19, 1798). The Cisalpine re-
public, extending from the Ticino to the Adige, from the
Adda to the Rubicon, was after all but a department of
the French republic, with a French coustitution and
directory, a French army of occupation for which the
Italians paid eighteen millions. The papal government
abolished (February 10), the pope sent prisoner to
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proclaimed, amidst the rejoicings of all the intelligent
classes in city and in province. Itslife was short, its
death-agony long. Championnet recalled—Cardinal
Rulffo, the king's viceroy, soon rallied an army of peasants,
brigands, and lazzaroni, reinforced by English, Sicilians,
Turks, and Russians. The cardinal, after a formal
capitulation signed by Captain Foote, commanding the
British fleet in the bay, also by the commanders of the
Russian and Turkish troops, agreed that the Directory,
with the republican garrisons in the castles of Uovo,
Nuovo, and St. Elmo, should leave them with the honours
of war to embark for Toulon, or remain free in their
own countries; the same terms were granted to all
the prisoners taken during the war. On July 24,
Nelson returned from Palermo with the British fleet.
Refusing to ratify the capitulation, he published au
ordinance declaring all the partisans of the republic
guilty of treason—the chief offenders to be punished
by death ; the lesser ones by imprisonment, exile; all
by confiscation. Vainly Ruffo protested that the king's
Vicar-General alone had the right to treat. His protests
were set aside, even as those of the indignant captain
Foote. The noble admiral Caracciolo was summoned
before a court-martial convened on board the British
flag-ship, instantly condemned, refused the one favour
he asked, of being shot. He was instead hung from
the yard-arm of his own ship, Nelson locking on from
his. Despite the heavily shotted shroud, the body
floated to the surface and under the window of the
king’s cabin. Not less than 4000 Neapolitans were
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immolated in the city and the provinces. The Queen
of Naples saw the desire of her heart fulfilled; not
a person of more than ordinary intelligence survived
the general massacre, while the inhuman cruelties per-
petrated upon the more than 30,000 prisoners defy
description and surpass belief. The annals of the
Spanish Inquisition record no bloodier page. Saddest of
all sad memories is, that England’s banner floated over
the murderers of these noble, guiltless victims. The
names of these first martyrs of Italian liberty will never
be all known ; too many nations and accomplices were
interested to hide their shame. But even a glance at the
names of a few of the recorded martyrs * makes one pause

* G. Fortunato, member of the Italian parliament, has made out
a list of ninety-nine citizens legally murdered between June 29,
1799, and September 11, 1800. June 29,1799 : Admiral Francesco
Caracciolo, whose fall is thus recorded in Nelson's diary : * A slight
breeze; a cloudy sky. Sentenced, condemned, and hung Francesco
Caracciolo.” July 7: Antonio Tr lia, jurist ; D ico Perla,
merchant; Giuseppe Cotitta, librarian of the royal library. July 13:
Giuseppe Belloni, priest; Niccold Carlomagno, advocate. July 26:
Andrea Vitaliani, hmak Aungust 3: Gaetano Russo, infantry
colonel. August 14: Oronzio Massa, duke of Galugnano. August 20:
Giuliano Colonns, prince of Aliano; Gennaro Serra, duke of Cassano;
Michele Natale, bishop of Vico E 3 Vi Lupo, ad
Niccola Pacifico, professor of botany, Domenico Piatti, bmker ;
Antonio Piatti; Eleonora Fonseca, Pimental directress of the Monitor
of the Republio—“ Forsan et hesc olim meminisse juvabit,” were her last
words in life. August 29: Michele Marino, wine merchant; Antonio
D’Avells, oil merchant; Niccola Fasulo, advocate; Gaetano de Marco,
military instructor; Niccold Fiani, cavalry captain—bis body was
flung to the Lazzaroni, who fried and ate his liver, shoating, “* Who
will buy the liver of @ Jacobin?” September 4: Ettore Carafa,
count of Buvo, who to the insults of his judge made answer, “ If we
were both free men, you would change your tone; my chains give
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in wondering admiration that, when the flower of
intellect, of rank, of learning, and of moral courage had

you courage.” Beptember 24: Gabriele Manthon?, general of
artillery ; Giuseppe Siéys, vi ul of France. September 30 :
Ferdinando Pignatelli, prince of Sn'ongoh, Mano Plgmtellx, hu
brother, iccola de Meo, priest; Prosd
_ Frun Antonio Astore, advocate. October 1: Ercole &' Agnm,
professor of literatore; Filippo de Marini, marquis of Genzano.
October 8: Domenico Antonio Pagano, advocate. October 10:
Pasquale Matera, general of infantry. October 14 : Felice Mastran-
gelo, physician ; Niccola Palomba, priest; Antonio Tocco, captain ;
Pasquale Assisi, lieutenant. October 22: Giumeppe Riario fforza,
marquis of Corleto; Francesco Antonio Grimaldi, general of infantry ;
Onofrio de Colaci, quis of Guisaco ; Gaetano M priest ;
Gi iV, li ; Luigi B , notary. October
23: Francesco Federici, marquis of Pietrastornins, general of
cavalry. October 27: Vincenzo Troisi, priest and university pro-
fessor. October 29: Francesco Mario Pagsno, jurm., muvemty
professor; Domenico Leone Cirillo, phy
when asked his profession, he sanswered, "Ph ncun dnrmg the
kingdom ; representant of the people under the Bepubhc " and to
the judge, Speciale, *In your p! , O coward, I am & bero "—
Ignazio Ciaja, man of letters ; Giorgio Pigliacelli, advocate. October
31 SeveroCapuﬁo profemorof theology ; Ignazio Falconieri, priest ;
lomb 1; Raffacle Iosea. November 9 : Gisn Leonardo
Palombo, ad N ber 11: Pasquale Baffi, professor in the
lmlvemty of Greek and lnemﬁnre librarian of the Academy.
ber 13: G G dictine, monk of Monte-
cassino, profe of the uni ity. N ber 19: !\wcoblhg
'l:no, advocate; Niccola Maris Boeei, professor of the university ;
Russo, ad he eried, “ Viva the republic! 1 am
ghd to die for liber—~—" The hangman strangled “ liberty ™ in his
ﬂumt. November 23: Antonio Raggi, jurist ; Melchiorre Maffeid,
ber 28: Gimsepp Alb.nme,_lnm Domenico

Biseeglis, adv. i G io Mastted, Laigi Rossd,
advocate ; ClmoBooelh,cngmeer Wmmlhemﬂmrywademy,
¥ Blgno. and p ; Vi de Filippis,

e h ics ; Giuseppe Lognteta, advocate. December

3: Nieeoh hgm,phyn:un Gregorio Mancini, advocate ; Pietro
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been annihilated, a Neapolitan people should survive
to do and dare after the holy alliance triumphed, and
when despotism held high carnival in Italy. One feels
tempted to ask, had the enemies of the French Revolu-
tion in England been able to exterminate in a single
English county “only” ninety flowers of English chivalry,
military and naval officers, ministers of religion, pro-
fessors of the universities, lawyers, physicians, and
students, with more thati 3000 of the rank and file—at
the close of the eighteenth century—where would our
vaunted liberty have found itself in the nineteenth ?

It is no part of our task to follow the career of the
mighty genius who, if citizen of France, was son of
Italy, end who, inheriting her fixed idea of empire,

Nicoletti, lieut t. ber 7: Raffacle Doria, naval officer;
Ferdinando Ruggi, naval oﬁicer Francesco Conforti, pnest, pro-
fessor of history m the unj ,,V io d’Ischia, lieut

Antonjo Sardelli. December 12: Leopoldo de Renzis, baron of
Montanaro, colonel; Niccols Fiorentino, .advocate, professor of
th ics 3 Michele Granata, profe in the military academy.
December 14: Carlo Mauri, marquis of Polvica; Carlo Romeo,
captain. January 8, 1800: Giacomo Antonio Gualzetti, poet;
Marcello Cusebio Scotti, priest, professor of philosophy in the uni-
versity; Niccola Ricciardi; Giuseppe Cammarota. January 18:
Michelangelo Ciccone, priest; Niccola Mazzola, notary. January 21:
Eleuterio Ruggiero, colonel. February 1: Gaspare Pucei, medical
student ; Cristoforo Grossi, medical student. February 8: Andmu
Mazitelli, Luigi de Is Gronalais, Raflscla M Gi
tista de Simone, naval captains, who, under the admiral Cmcclolo
had fought to expel the English from Procida. They claimed to be
beheaded, but were hung instead. Grenalais shouted to the crowd,
*I see many of our friends; avenge us!” March 6: Carlo Mus-
cari, advocats, March 18: Gennaro Felice Aroucci, physician,
September 11: Luisa Molines Sanfelice, kept more than a year in
prison, then hung after the birth of her child.
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wrecked his own destinies and failed to make her one.
The Italians, under the Cisalpine and Parthenopian re-
publics, under the kingdom of Italy with Eugene for
viceroy, under Murat in Naples, and without a pope in
Rome, learned to esteem themselves, to glory in their own
glories, to loathe the Bourbon, despise the papacy, and to
regard with burlesque contempt the always-conquered,
ever-humiliated Austrians. The war-bulletins of the
Italian army formed their daily food. How they exulted
that “Napoleon was surrounded by his Italian guard
at the battle of Ulma,” when with them “he entered
Vienna ;” that “at the battle of Austerlitz, the Italians
(artillerymen) covered themselves with glory,” “ defeated
the Austrian archduke at Caldiero,” drove the Russians
from Dalmatia. Then, on the field of Wagram, Napo-
leon said to his Italian legions, “ My braves, you have
covered yourselves with glory ;” and again from Spain,
“ The Italian militia are covered with glory ;” and when,
with Palombini, from 20,000 Spaniards under Blake,
they took two colours and twelve guns, Suchet, rara avis,
wrote to Napoleon, “ The success of this day is especially
due to Italian soldiers,” and the emperor exclaimed,
“The Italians will one day be the first soldiers in
Earope!” Truly they may be pardoned if people and
poets believed that glory and liberty were synonymous.*

* Carlo Porta, the impersonification of Milanese satire and con-
tempt of the Austrians, long before Beranger sang the glories of
Napoleon in his petit chapeaw and his redingote gris, ends 8 long
toast in Milanese dialect—

“ Ab refadi! . . . 12 vegnun
Finalment el bollettin ;
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During the retreat from Moscow, 17,000 Italians under
Pino eight times sustained the attack of- 60,000
Russians, Del Fante, with the royal guard, ever in the
van, protected the passage of the rivers for Napoleon;
then, Smolensko passed—ordering “stand still till death,”
was killed with.all his men. Arrived at the fatal
Beresina, the Italians built a bridge for Eugéne to cross.
The Russians arriving, Ciavaldini spiked the guns, so
that if “ they could not fight for, they should not be used
against, the emperor!” Had Napoleon then appeared
" in Lombardy, headed the new army which rallied round
- the mutilated veterans of the old; had he but listened
to that great Milanese and true Italian, Duca Melzi,
renouncing France and empire ;—he might have saved
himself and seen his son crowned King of Italy in Rome.
But Napoleon “sinned against the ideas of the age,”
and the Italians failed to seize their opportunity. When
he was compelled to abdicate, Lombards, Piedmontese,
Sicilians, Neapolitans, Tuscans, Genoese, and Romans
Finalment el 8 movuu
Quell’ omett del cappellin.
Meeuves lu, liberann nun
Da quij téder marcaditt,
L'3 md propi staa tutt'un:
©Oh che omon! I'ho semper ditt.
Alla barba di pattan
E de quij che ten de lor,

Sbraggem donch coi tazz in man :
Viva el nost imperator 1

For the poet, as for all Italy, “the little man in the Little hat
had but to stir his finger and all would be free from the “car
Todisch," ihe pattan (contemptuous phrases for the Austrians),
hence all drink and ghout, * Long live our emperor 1
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had but to confederate their forces and to hold their
own. This idea never occurred to them, and once more
Europe settled their destinies according to the separate
interests of the powers who had coalesced against
Napoleon. By the treaty of Vienna (1815), the King
of Sardinia was restored to all hiz former possessions,
to which was added the republic of Liguria, despite
the promises made by Lord Bentinck that its independ-
ence should be preserved. The entire kingdom of
Venetizn-Lombardy was handed over to the Austrians;
the duchies of Modena, Reggio, with Massa and
Carrara, given to Austrian princes; Parma, Piacenza,
and Guastalla to Napoleon’s queen, Maria Luisa,
because she was an Austrian princess; the grand-
duchy of Tuscany to Ferdinand III of Austria;
the duchy of Lucea to a Bourbon. Rome and the
Roman states were restored to the new pope, Pius VIL ;
Sicily was united to Naples under the Bourbons, and
later deprived of her constitntion, despite the promised
protection of England; the Canton Ticino, though
strictly Italian, aunexed to the Swiss Confederation ;
the little republic of St. Marino left intact, even as
the principality of Monaco. England retained Malta;
Corsica was left to France.

Ttaly, so Metternich and Europe fondly hoped, was
reduced to a geographical expression. Unjust, brutal,
and treacherous as was that partition, at least it taught
the Italians that “who would be free himself must
strike the blow.” It united them into one common hatred
of Austria and Austrian satellites. By substituting
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papal, Austrian, and Bourbon despotism for the free
institutions, codes, and constitutions of the Napoleonic
era, it tanght them the difference between rule and
misrule, Hence the demand of the Neapolitans during
their first revolution (1820) was for a constitution ; that
of the Piedmontese and Lombards (1821) for a consti-
tution and war against Austria. The Bourbon swore
and foreswore, and the Austrians “restored order” in
Naples. The Piedmontese, who had not concerted their
movement until Naples was crushed—after the abdi-
cation of Victor Emmanuel L, the granting of the con-
stitution by the regent Charles Albert, and its abrogation
by the new king Charles Felix—saw the Austrians
enter Piedmont, while the leaders of the revolution
went out into exile.

But those revolutions and those failures were the
beginning of the end. The will to be independent of
all foreigners, the thirst for freedom, was universal ; the
very name of empire or of emperor was rendered
ridiculous, reduced to a parody—in the person of
Ferdinand of Austria. But one illusion remaired—in
the liberating virtues of France and the French; this
had to be dispelled by bitter experience, and for it
substituted the new idea of one Italy for the Italians,
8 nation united, independent, free, governed by a
president or by a king chosen by the sovereign people.

The apostle of this idea, to which for fifty years
victims and martyrs were sacrificed by thousands, was
Joseph Mazzini; its champion, Joseph Garibaldi. By
the genius of the former, the prowess of the latter, the
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. abnegation, the constancy, the tenacity, the iron will
of both, all the populations of Italy were subjugated by
that idea: philosophers demonstrated it, poets sung it,
pious Christian priests proclaimed it, statesmen found it
confronting their negotiations, baffling their half-
measures. The “King of the Alps” compelled to
abandon the artichoke theory, to look southwards as
well as east and westwards, was forced to accept the
“ prineiple and its consequences,” to realize that but
two alternatives lay before him—to resist by brute force,
to delay by treachery the “triumph of the idea,” and
so disappear, crownless and sceptreless, into chaos with
his perjured peers; or boldly to merit and bravely to
combat for the Italian crown, to receive it from the
“hands of a’free people in emipireless Italian Rome!
Finally he made his choice and had his reward, and
this marvellons unity of thought and action, this
sacrifice of all secondary objects, of all personal
sympathies or individual prejudices for one or other
form of government, taught the powers who invented
the Treaty of Vienna that there could be no peace in
Europe until that monument of their terror, treachery,
and injustice should be torn to shreds, the great
principle of nationality recognized, the people of Italy
left to shape their own destinies, to live their own
life witbout let or hindrance or interference in their
Alp-bound, sea-girt home.
JESSIE WHITE V* MARIO.
Lexprsara, Oclober, 1888,



