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GENERAL PREFACE. 

~ aim of this series is to shieh the history of Modern 
Europl1, with .tlmt of its chiif colonies and conquests, from about 
the end of the fifteenth century down to the present time. In one 
or two cases the story will commence at an earlier date: in the 
case of the colonies it will usually begin' later. T1u histon"es 
of the diffirent countn"es will be described, as a general rule, 
separately, for it is believed that, except in epochs like that of the 
French Revolution and Napoleon I, the connedion of events will. 
thus be beller understood and the continuity of historical develop
ment more dearly displayed . 

. The sen"es is intended for the use of all persons anxious tu 
understand the nature of existing political conditions. "T1u roots 
of the present lie deep in the past," and the real significance of 
contemporary events cannot be grasped unless the historical causes 
which have led to them are known. The plan adopted makes 
it possible /.0 treat the history of the last four centuries in 
cOllSt"derable detat1, and to embody the most important results of 
modern research. It is hoped therifore that the series wt11 
be useful not only to beginners but to students 1IIho have already 
acquired some general knowledge of European History. For 
those who wisk to carry their studies furtker, the bibliograpky 
appended to eack volume 1l,ill act as a guide to on"gina/ sources 
of information and works more detailed and authoritative. 

Considerable attention will be paid to political geography. 
and eack 1'0lume will be furnisked witk such maps and plans 
as may be requisite for the t1lustration of the text. 

G. W. PROTHERO. 

Fint Edition r 898 
Reprinted I H99. 



PREFACE. 

I F the conclusions respecting the political position and 
tendencies of the Kingdom of Italy, to which the author 

of the following pages has been led, differ from those which in 
the main are held by his English readers, he may adduce in 
support of a somewhat pessimistic judgment, that it has not 
been formed under the influence of any prejudice, or in 
ignorance of any evidence that may be adduced by those who 
hold opposite opinions. From boyhood a romantic lover of 
Italy, he went thither in 1861, with the most exalted and 
confident anticipations of the future of the Italian people, just 
when unity, so long craved as a panacea for all the troubles 
of division, was practically attained; and during subsequent 
years there has /:>een no long interval in which he was not 
intimately conversant with the course of events. Nor does 
the author's pessimism extend to the character of the people 
of the peninsula in general, or affect his opinion of the many 
sterling qualities of the race, in which are included all those 
necessary for the realization of the ideals of its most sanguine 
patriots .. If, in his judgment, the present state of Italy is a 
disappointment to hopes founded on the exalted patriotism 
of the men who by suffering and self-immolation opened 
the way to liberty and unity, and whose lives are unsurpassed 
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l'ecords of devotion to freedom, he is still confident that 
those virtues exist in the nation, waiting only for an occasion 
to call them out, and latent perhaps only because the educa
tional course was too soon terminated and because Italy did 
not realise the lofty ambition of Carlo Alberto-that she 
should accomplish her destiny unaided. 

It is with no unkindly feeling that the author has alluded to 
failures in the execution of the political programme, but in the 
.confidence that sincere and friendly criticism may strengthen 
the hands of earnest and patriotic Italians, of whom there ,are, 
within his personal knowledge, many who entertain the same 
"all prehensions that have troubled him in these later years, viz: 
that the rapid formation of the Kingdom has introduced ele
ments of political weakness which retard, and even endanger, the 
.consolidation of national unity. The Italian people will survive 
its errors and those of its rulers, and those who believe in the 
inexorable laws of human progress will find comfort therein, 
Against the evident decay of constitutional government in 
Italy at this moment. When we recall the horrible series of 
persecutions and oppressions to which the peninSUla has been 
subjected from the days of Charlemagne to our own, it is 
marvellous that there is still such a thing as a national 
sentiment and the passion for unity; and we may hope that the 
present disease of personal and sectional politics, which has 
brought parliamentary institutions to so futile a condition that 
saner public opinion has not infrequently desired the abolition 
.of an elective House, will, like other epidemics, work its own 
cure. Ad"miration for the attractive qualities of the Italian 
people must not blind its friends to the fact that it still 
retains, ill some sections at least, the defects which made Italy 
impossible in the Middle Ages-among others, those rancorous 
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personal and local animosities which destroy parliamentary 
government, and which not only corrupt the legislature, bu4 
through the favouritism and partisanship to which they give 
rise, undermine justice and sound administration. 

No critic can be more fully conscious than is the author 
himself of his deficiencies as a historian, and he is well aware 
how difficult it is for one who has lived in the midst of the 
events he describes and in personal relations with the actors, 
to keep a perfectly un biassed mind. But his love for Italy has 
always been vivid and disinterested, and if the position has its 
drawbacks, he trusts that his personal experience of Italian 
political life and the intimate and often confidential relations, 
in which he has lived with some of the best and wisest of 
Italian public men, may confer on his work some compensating 
qualities which nothing else would have given it. 

To the great Italian archivist and historian, Senator 
Chiala, the author tenders thanks for advice and direction 
in the selection of authorities, always judicious and impartial, 
as befits the custodian of the documents which constitute his 
country's historical vindication. Amongst the authorities from 
which he, has received most assistance the author places first 
the compendious history of Tivaroni. This admirable study of 
the Italian regeneration, based on contemporary and documen
tary evidence, is unsurpassed as a monument of erudition and 
research, of historical impartiality and unbiassed perception 
of the strength arid weakness of the great Italian movement. 
The studies of Tivaroni have, in fact, rendered it almost 
superfluous to peruse the innumerable experiences of the actors 
ana martyrs in that movement, and have made the inner 
history of modem Italy comprehensible to all who will ap
proach it in a similar spirit. Unfortunately that part of 
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Tivaroni's book which relates to the period subsequent to 
1860 was not published when the pages of this work which 
bear upon it were being written: on this part of the subject 
the author had to depend on personal knowledge of events, 
-on works such as those of Corsi and Sorin, and on public 
documents and the files of contemporary journals. To the 
contemporary records of Signora Jessie White Mario, Italian 
history owes a debt not to be overestimated. Finally the 
author has to acknowledge a great indebtedness to the Editor 
-of the series, to whom the arrangement of· his subject, and 
many emendations and additions are due. 

w. J. STILLMAN. 

ROME, May 1&)8. 
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