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PREFACE. 

IT may be well to say a few words as to the authorities, 
on which is based the following narrative of the formation 
of the Italian Kingdom. 

For the most part it is founded on information derived 
from Piedmontese and Italian sources, and on official 
documents, . despatches and reports. These are referred 
to wherever they_ are quoted. 

For the Franco-Austrian campaign of 18S9 I have 
chiefly followed the official narrative of the war subse
quently published by the French Staff under the title of 
" Campagne tie l' Empereur Napoleon III. en Ita/ie," sup
plementing and occasionally correcting it from other 
sources, and making use of the excellent critical analysis 
of the campaign to be found in the writings of General 
Hamley, since N apierc one of the best English writers on 
military matters. 

,For the Garibaldian campaigns of 18S9-1862. I have 
made use almost exclusively of the narratives of Gari
baldian and Italianist sympathizers-Commander Forbes, 
Colonel Chambers, M. de la Varenne, and others. In 
relating the inner history of the revolution in Sicily and 
Naples, I have made copious extracts from Admiral Per
sano's diary and correspondence with Cavour, published at 
Florence in 1869. a work which deserves to be better 
known in England and in America. 

,The account of the .c brigandage" rests mainly on 
statements made in the Parliaments of Turin and West
minster. and on Italian official documents. In the XVIIth 
Chapter the account of the events at Turin in September, 
1864 is based on the report of the Commission appointed 
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by the Italian Government. The history of the negotia
tions with Prussia, in 1865, is founded on the documents 
published by La Marmora. 

The account of the war of 1866 is based on contem
porary narratives and reports j for the details of Custozza 
and Lissa 1 have throughout relied upon Italianist sources 
of information. The same is true of the chapter on the 
revolt at Palermo, for which I have made use of the in
formation contained in the singularly clear and able account 
of the rising, published in the Quarterly Review in January, 
I867-an article based chiefly upon an unpublished Italian 
narrative, the work of an eye-witness who had no sympathy 
whatever with the insurgents. For the campaign of Men
tana I have had at my disposal numerous narratives of 
both Papal and Garibaldian eye-witnesses, and this, more
over, is a period of which I can claim personal knowledge. 
In the account of the invasion of the Roman States in 
1870 I have closely followed De Beauffort, whose work on 
the subject, with the mass of official documents it contains, 
is the best available authority upon it. 

I have, throughout, endeavoured to give a clear narra
tive, just to all parties; and I trust that even those who 
do not agree with me in my view of these transactions, 
will find the work a useful record of the events in Italy 
from the Cot:lgress of Paris to the occupation of Rome by 
the Piedmontese-a period of which we have had until 
now no history in our language. 

TEMPLE, LQNDON, 

March, 1892. 

Q'CLERY. 
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