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APPENDIX. 

THOSE who feel interest enough in the extraordi· 

nary fortunes of Toussaint L'Ouverture to inquirt 

concerning him from the BiographiCal Dictionaries 

and Popular Histories of the day, will find in them 

all the same brief and peremptOry decision concern­

ing his character. They aU pronounCe him to have 

been a man of wonderful sagacity, endowed with a 

native genius for both war and government; but 

savage in warfare; hypocriti~ in religion,-using 

piety as a political mask; and, in all his affairs, the 

very prince of dis.c;emblers. It is true that this 

account consists neither with the facts of his life, 

the opinions of the people he delivered, nor the 

state documents of the island he governed. Yet it 

is ea..~ to account for. The first notices of him 

were "French, reported by the discomfited invaders 

of SL Domingo to writers imbued with the philo­

sophy of the day~ of the Revolution; and ·later 
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accounts are copies of these earlier ones. From 

the time when my attention was first fixed on this 

hero, I have been struck with the inconsistencies 

. contained in all reports of his character which 

ascribe to him cruelty and hypocrisy; and, atter a 

long and careful comparison of such views with his 

words and deeds, with the evidence obtainable from 

• St. Domingo, and with the temper of his times in 

France, I have arrived at the conclusion that his 

character was, in sober truth, such as I have endea­

voured to represent it in the foregoing work. 

I do not mean to say that I :am the first who has 

formed an opinion that Toussaint was an honest, 

. a religious, and a mild and merciful man. In an 

article in the Quarterly Review (No. XLII.) on 

the " Past and Present State of Hayti," so interest~ 

ing an account is given of the great negro, as to 

cause some wonder that no one has till now been 

moved by.it to present the facts of his life in the 

form of an historical novel. In that article it is 

justly observed that the onus rests with those who 

accuse Toussaint of hypocrisy to ·prove their all~ 

gation by facts. I would say the same of the other 

charge of cruelty. Meantime, I clisbelieve both 

charges, for these reasons, among others. 
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The wars 0' St. Domingo were conducted in a 

most barbarous spirit before the time of Tous­

siUnt's acquisition of power, and after his abduc­

tion. During the interval, the whole weight of his 

influence was given to curb the ferocity-o' both 

parties. He pardoned his personal'enemieIV'(as in 

the instance of the mulattoes in the church;) and 

he punished in his followers, as the most unpardon­

able offence they could commit, any infringement 

of his rule of "No RETALIATION." When it is 

considered that the cruelties perpetta.ted in the 

rising of 1791, and renewed after the fall of Tous­

saint, were invented by the whites, and copied by 

the negroes (who were wont to imitate their mas­

ters in all they did), it is no small evidence of 

L'Ouverture's magnanimity that 'he conceived, 

illustrated, and enfon'.ed, in such times, such a 

principle as tbat of No RETALIATIO~. 

AU the _ accounts of him agree that, from his 

earliest childhood, he was distinguished by a ten­

derness of nature which would not let him hurt a 

fly •. He attached to himself the cattle and borses 

which were under his charge when a boy, to a 

degree which made him famous in a region wbere 

cruelty to a~mals at the hands of slaves was almost 

M3 
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universal A man who lived till fifty, remarkable 

for a singular gentleness and placability, ought not 

to be believed sanguinary from that.time forward, 

on the strength of the unsupported charges of his 

disappointed enemies. 

Piety was also his undisputed early characteristic. 

A slave, bringing to the subject. of religion the 

aptitude of the negro. nature, early treated with 

kindness by a priest, evincing the spirit of piety 

from his infant years, finding in it the consolations 

required by a life of slavery, and guided by it in a 

course of the strictest domestic m.orality, while 

surrounded by licentiousness, may well he sup:" 

posed sincere in his religion, under a change of cir­

cumstances occurring after be was 6fty years of age. 

The imputa~ion of hypocrisy is not, however, much 

to be wondered at when it is considered that, at the 

time when the first notices of Toussaint were 

written at Paris, it was the fashion there to believe 

that no wis~ man could be sincerely religious. 

As for the charge of general and liabitual dissi­

mulation, it can only be said that while no proof 

of the assertion is offered, there is evidence, in all 

the anecdotes preserved of him, of ahsolute frank­

ness and simplicity. I rather think that it was the 
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incredible exte~t of his simplicity which gave riSe 

to the belief that it was assumed, in order. to hide 

cunning. The Quarterly Review quotes an anec~ 

dote thoroughly characteristic of the man, which ii 

not introduced into my story, because, in the 

abundance of my materials, I found it necessary to 

avoid altogether the history of the English transac­

tions in St. DOmingo. It was only by confinillg 

my narrative to the relations between TousSaint 

and France that I could keep my tale within limits, 

and preserve the clearness of the representation. 

There are circumstances, however, in his inter­

courses with the British, as honourable to Tous­

saint's character as any that I have related; and 

among them is the following, which I quote· from 

the Quarterly Review. 

" General Maitland, previous to the disembarka­

tion of the troops, returned the visit at Toussaint's 

camp; and I!uch was his c-.onfideJ:lce in the integrity 

of his character, that he proceeded through a con­

siderable extent of country. full of armed negroes, 

with only three attendants. Roume, the French 

commissary, wrote a letter to Toussaint, 011 this 

occasion, advising him to seize his guest, as an ,ct 

of duty to the republic: on the route, Gencrai 
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Maitland was secretly· informed of Boume's trea­

chery;· but, in. full reliance on the honour of 

Toussaint, he determined to proceed. On arriving 

at head-quarters, he was desired to wait. It was 

&.Jme time before Toussaint made his appearance; 

I!-t length. however, he entered the. room with two 

open letters in his hand. 'There, General,' said 

he, 'before we talk together, read these. One is a 

letter from the French commissary,-the other is 

. my answer. I could not see you till I had written 

my reply, that you might be. satisfied how safe you 

were with me, and ho\l incapable I am of base­

ness.' "-Quarterly Review, vol. xxi. p. 442 • 

. The charge of personal ambition is, above all, 

contradicted by facts. If anything is clear in 

Toussaint's history, it is that his ruin was owing to 

his loyalty to France, bis misplaced trust in Napo­

leon, and his want of personal ambition. . ~e did 

not, ashe might have done. make him~elf Ii 

sovereign when France was wholly occupied with 

European warfare. He did not, as he might have 

done. prepare his people to resist the power of the 

mother-country, when she should at length be at 

liberty to reclaim the colony. He sent away the 

French commissaries only when, by their ignorance 
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and incompetency, they perilled the peace' and 

safety of the colony. He cherished the love of the 

mothcr-country in the hearts of the negroes, to the 

very last moment,-till the armament which came 

to re-establish slavery appeared on the shores,­

till it was too late to offer that resistance which 

would have made him a, king. Christophe's view 

of thi~ part of his conduct is given in' a manifesto, 

dated in the eleventh year of the Independence of 

Hayti: 

"Toussaint L'Ouvefture, under his paternal 

administration, had reinstated, in full force, law~ 

morals, religion, education, and industry. Agricul­

ture and commerce were flourishing. He favoured 

the white' colonists, particularly the planters. 

Indeed, his attentions and partialities had been 

carried to such a length. that he was loudly bIa'med 

for entertaining more affection for them than for 

those of his own colour. Nor was this reproach 

without foundation; for, a few months before the 

arrival of the French, he sacrificed his own nephew, 

Generall\loyse, who had disregarded the orders he 

had given for the prot~tion of the colonists .. That 

act of the Governor, added to the great confidence 

he had placed in the French authorities, was the 
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principal cause of the feeble resistance the French 

encountered in Hayti. Indeed, his confidence in 

these authorities was such, that he had discharged 

the greater part of the regular troops, and sent 

them back to the tillage at the soil. .... -Ha!Jtian 

Paper., p. 158. 

Such conduct iii a sufficient answer to the aIle-. . 

gation. that Toussaint was actuated by a. selfish 

ambition, cunning in its aims, and cruel in its use 
oCmeans. 

Some light is thrown upon tQe character of his 

mind by the record of the I:Joo.ks-he studied, while 

yet a slave. Rainsford gives aJist, which does not 

pretend to be complete, but wbich is valuable, as 

tar as it goes. It appears that in his years of 

comparative leis.ure, he was completelyengrQSSed 

hy one book at a time, reading it at ~1l spare 

moments, meditating its contents wbile in the field, 

and quoting it in conversation, for weeks together. 

One of the first authors wbose works thus entirely 

possessed him was Raynal: afterwards Epictetus, 

in a French translation: then others, as follows:-

Scriptores de Re Militari. 

Cresar's Commentaries. French translation, hy 

De·Crisse. 
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Des Claison '8 History of Alexander and 

Clilsar. 

D'Orleans' History of Revolutions in England 

and Spain. 

Marshal Saxe'" Military Reveries. 

Guischard's Military Memoirs of the Greeks 

and Romans. 

Herodotus. 

Le Beau's Memoirs of the Academy of In~crip­

tions and Belles Lettres. 

Lloyd's Military and Political Memoirs. 

English Socrates, Plutarch, Cornelius Nepos, 

lite. &c. 

Great mystery hangs over the tale of Toussaint's 

imprisonment and death. It appears that he was 

confined in the Temple only as long as Napoleon 

had hopes of extorting from him information-about 

the treasures, absurdly reported to have been 

buried by him in the mornes·, under circumstanc'l.'l 

of atrocious cruelty. It has been suggested that 

torture was employed by Bonaparte's aide, Calfa­

relli, to procure the desired confession: but I do 

• I believe the term .. Mome" i. peculiar to SE. Domingo. 
A morne i. a valley, whose bounding bills are themselves backed 
by mountains. 



256 APFENDIX. 

not know that the. conjecture is founded on any 
evidence. 

As to the precise mode of L'Ouverture's death, 

there is no certainty. The only point on whicq all 

authol"ities agree is, that he was deliberately mur­

dered: but whether bymere confinement in a cell 

whose floor was covered with water, and the walls 

with ice, (a . confinement . necessarily fatal to a 

negro,)-or by poison, or by starvation in con-. 

junction with disease, may perhaps never be known. 

The report which is, I believe, the most generally 

believed in France is that which I have adopted,­

that the Commandant, when his prisoner was ex­

tt;emely ill, left.the fortress .. for two or three days, 

with the key of Toussaint's cell in his pocket; that, 

on his return be found his prisoner dead; and that 

he summoned physicians from Pontarlier, who ex­

amined the body, and pronounced Ii serous apoplexy 

to be the cause of death. It so happened that I 

was able, ill the spring oC last year, to make some 

inquiry upon the spot; the .result of which I will . 
relate. 

I was travelling in Switzerland with a party of 

fdends, with whom I had one day discussed the 

fortunes and character of Toussaint. I had then 
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no settled purpose of writing about him; but was. 

strongly urged to it by my companions. On the 

morning of the 15th of May, when we were dra)"­

ing near Payerne from Freyburgh, on our way to 

Lausanne, I remembered and mentioned that we 

were not very far from the fortress of JOIlX, where 

• Toussaint's bones lay. My party were all eager 

that I should visit it. There were difficulties in 

the way of the scheme;. the chief of which was 

that our passports were not sa signed as to enable 

us to enter France; and the nearest place where· 

the necessary signature' could be obtained was 

Berne, .which we had left behind us the preceding 

day. I had, however, very fortunately, a Secretary 

of State's passport,. besides the Prussian Consul's;· 

and this second passport, made out for myself and 

a femme-de-chambre, had been signed by the French 

A1i~ister in London. One of my kind companions 

oWered to cross the frontier with me, as my femme­

de-chamlne, and to help me in obtaining access to 

the prison of Toussaint; an oWer I was very 
~ 

thankful to accept. At Payerne, we' separated 

ourselves and a very small portion of luggage 

from our party, whom we promised to overtake at 

Lausanne in two or three days. We engaged for 
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the trip a double char-a-banc, with two stout little 

horses, and a brave lwmme of. driver, as our 

courteous landlady at Payerne assured us. Passing 

through Yverdun, we reached Orhe by five in 

the afternoon, and took up our quarters at the 

Guillaume Tell, full of expectation for the morrow. 

On the 16th, we had breakfasted, and were be­

ginning the ascent of the Jura before seven o'clock. 

The weather was fine; and we enjoyed a succession 

ot interesting objects, till we reached that which 

was the motive ot our excursion. First, we had 

that view of the Alps which, it it were possible, it 

would he equally useless to describe to any who 

have and any who have not stood on the eastern 

slope at the Jura, on a clear day. Then we wound 

among the singular defiles of this mountain-range. 

till we reached the valley whicb.u commanded by 

Jougne. Here we alighted, climbing the slope to 

the gate of the town, while the carriage was slowly 

dragged up the steep winding road. Our appear­

ance obviously perplexed the two custom-house 

officers. who questioned us, and peeped into our 

one bag and our one book (the Handbook of 

Switzerland) witb an amusing air of suspicion. 

My companion told that the aim of our journey 
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.. as the CortftSS of Joux; and that _ rxpected to 

pass the Crontier a",oain in the aftemooo, on oqr 

Muna to Orbe. Whether they be1ieYed us, 01", 

believing, thougLt U:o verI Coolish, is best boWD 
to themselves; but I suspect the latter, by their 
compliments 00 our cleYeme5S, 00 our retum.­

At Jougne we supplied ourselves with prorisioos, 

and tbeu proc:eeded through valleys, each narrower 

than the last, more dismal with pines, and more 

chequered with snow. The air of desolatioo, here 

and there rendered more striking by the dreary 
aettlements of the c:barooal-bumer would have 

beea impressive enough, if our minds bad not beeo 

Cull of the great Degro, and therefore disposed 

to view everything with bis eyes. 
Tbe acene.-as rxactlywhat I have described in 

- my story, exCf'pt that a good road, made since 

Tou-mfs ~ now piliSI!S. round and up the 
opposite side ~ the rock from that by which he 

mounted. The old road, DalTO., and &teep. re­

mains; and we d~doo by it. 
We reached tbe court-yard without difficulty, 

passing the two drawbridges and portcullis de­

scribed. The Commandant Yas absent; and his 

Lieutenant declared ... "UOst our seeing anything 



260 APPBNDIX. 

more than the great wheel, and a small section oC 

the battlements. But for great perseverance, we 

should have seen nothing more; but we obtained, 

at last, all we wanted. We passed through the 

vault and passages I have described, and thoroughly 

examined the cell. No words can convey a sense 

QC its dreariness. I have exaggerated nothing;­

the dim light, the rotten floor, shining like a pond, 

the drip of water, the Calling flakes of ice, were all 

there. The stove was removed; but we were 

shown where it stood. 

There were only three persons who pretended 

to possess any information concerning the negro 

prisoner. The soldier who was our principal guide 

appeared never to have lleard of him. A very old 

man in the village, to whom we were referred, could 

tell us nothing but one fact, which I knew before, 

-that Toussaint was deprived oC his servant, some 

.time before his death. A woman in the sutler's 

department of the fortress pretended to know all 

about him; but she had never seen him, and had 

no further title to aothority than that her lirst 

husband had died in the St. Domingo invasion. 

She did us the good serviL-e of pointing out the 

grave, however. The brick work which surrounds 
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the coffin now forms part of a new wall; but it was 

tilllateJy within the church. 

This woman's story was that which was probably 

given out on the spot, to be told to inquirers; so 

inconsistent is it in itself, and with known facts. 

Her account was, thaL Toussaint was carried off 

from St. Domingo by the ship in which he was 

banqueted by Leclerc-(the last of a ljne of two 

hundred,) weighing anchor without his perceiving 

it, while lie was at dinner. The absurdity of this 

beginning shows how much reliance is to be placed 

upon the rest of her story. She declared that the 

Commandant Rubaut had orders from the govern~ 

ment to treat the prisoner well; that his servant 

remained with him to the last ~ that he was well­

supplied with books, allowed the range of th~ 

fortress, and .accustomed to pass his -days in the 

house of the Commandant, playing cards in the 

evenings: that on· the last night of his life, -he 

excused himself from the card4 table, on the plea of 

being unwell; that he refused to have his s~rvant 
with him, -though urged not to pass the night 

alone; that he was left-with fire, fauteuil, fiam.­

beaux, and a book, and found dead in bis chair 

in the morning; alld that the physicianS' who 
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examined the body declared his death to have been 

caused by the rupture of a blood-vessel in the 

heart. This last particular is known to be as 

incorrect as the first. As for the rest, this informant 

differs from all others in saying that Mars Plaisir 

remained with his master to the last day of his life; 

and we may ask why Toussaint's nights were to be 

passed in his horrible cell, if his days were so 

favoured; llnd how it was that no research availed 

to discover to the eager curiosity of all Europe and 

the West Indies the retreat of .L'Ouverture, if he, a 

negro, was daily present to the eyes of the garrison 

of the fortress, and to those of all the inha­

bitants of the village, and of all the travellers 

on that road who chose to raise their eyes to the 

walls. 

Our third informant was a boy, shrewd and 

communicative, who could tell us the traditions of 

the place; and, of course, young as he was, nothi ng 

more. It was he who showed us where the addi­

tional stove was placed, when winter came on. He 

pointed to a spot beside the fire-place, where he said 

the straw was spread on which Toussaint lay. He 

declared that ~oussaint lived and died in solitude; 

and that he was found dead· and cold, lying on 
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that straw,...;...his wood-fire~ however, Dot being 

wholly extinguished. 

The dreary im'pressions of the place saddened 

our minds for long after we bad left it; and, glad" 

.s we were, oil rejoining our party at Lausanne, to 

report the complete success of our enterprise, we 

cannot recur to it, to this day, without painful 

feelings. 

How the lot of Toussaint was regarded by the 

generous spirits of ~he time is shown in a sonnet of 

'Vordsworth's, written during the disappearance of 

L'Ouverture. Every one knows this sonnet; but 

it may be read by others, as by me, with a fresh 

emotion of delight, after having dwelt on the par­

ticulars of the foregoing history • 

.. Tooawnt, the most nnhappy Man of Men! 
Whether the whistling Rustic tend his plough 
Within thy hearing, or thy head be now 
Pillow'd in some deep dungeon's earIess den:-
6 misenb1e Chieftain! where and when 
Wilt thou find patience? Y 8t die not: do thou 
Wear nther iu thy hond. a cheerful brow: 
Though falleu thyself, never to rise again, 
Live, and take comfort. Tbou bast left behind 
Powers that will work for thee: air, earth, and skies. 
There's not a breathing of the common wind 
That will forget th~: t~ou hast great allies: 
Thy friends are exultations, "agonies, 
Aud love, and Man's unconquenble mind." 
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The family of Toussaint were first sent ~ 

Bayonne, and afterwardll to Agen, where one 0 

the sons died of a decline. Thjl two elder ones 

endeavouring to escape from the surveillance unde: 

which they lived, were embarked for Belle Isle 

and imprisoned in the citadel, wbere they wer4 

seen in 1803. On the restoration of the Bourbons 

not only were they released, but a pension was set 

tIed on the family. Madame L'Ouverture died, 

believe, in the south of France, in 1816, in th 

arms of Placide and Isaac. 

For some years, I have read whate\'er cam 

within my reach on the subject of my presen 

work: so that it would not now be easy to aSll.ign m: 

authority for every view and every statement i 

contains. The authorities which I have princi 

pally consulted while actual,l] writing, I will how 

e.ver give. They are-Rainsford's " Historical Ac 
count of the Black Empire of Hayti;" the abovE 

mentioned 'article in the Quarterly Review; Brya 

Edwards's St. Domingo; the article "Tous 

saint L'Ouverture," in the Biographie Universelle 
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and the " Haytian Papers," 

Sanders. 

or these, Bryan Edwards, who· 

complete his history, barely names my hero; an 

the reports he gives of the Revolution of St. 

Domingo" are useful chiefly as representing the 

prejudices, as well as the interests of the planters. 

The article in die Quarterly is valuable as being 

an able and liberal digest of various narratives: 

some derived from Hayti itself. Rainsford's bOQk 

is nearly unreadable fcom the absurdity of its 

style; but it is truly respectable in my eyes, not­

withstanding, from its high appreciation of L'Ouver­

ture's ,character. It contains mace information 

concerning Toussaint than can be found, I believe, . 

anywhere else, except in the Biographie; and iL 

has th~. advantage of detailing what fell under the 

writer's 'own observation. The Biographie fur­

nishes many valuable facts; but appears, from the 

inconsistency of various parts, and the confused im­

pression which it conveys as a whole, to be a compi­

lation, in which the workman has been ·more careful 

to give dates~nd other facts correctly, than' to 

understand the personage whose· portrait he pro­

fesses to give. The " Haytian Papers" are the 

VOL. III. N 
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most valuable of all authorities, as. far as they 

go. 

Of my personages, all had a real existence, except 

M. Revel, Euphrosyne, and their servants; some 

of the planters mentioned in the seCond chapter; 

the children of Bellair; the Abbess and her esta· 

blishment; and some ofthe visitors at Toussaint'! 

levee; with a few other subordinate characters: 

Of the real personl1oD1!s, several were probabJ, 

very unlike what I have represented them. I kne'l'l 

the names of some, without knowing their charac. 

ters; as in the instances of Placide and Isaac: 

MM. Pascal and Moliere, Mars Plaisir, MadamE 

age, the Marquis d'Hermona, Laxabon, Vincent 

and Paul. 

Of others, I knew the character and history, 

without being able to find the names; as .in tht 

instances of Madame Dessalines and Madame Bel 

lair. Of others, such as the wife, daughters, an( 

third son of Toussaint, M. Papalier, and thl 

tutors Azua and Loisir, I knew only that the) 

existed, without being able to learn their name: 

or 'characters. The portraits ,,:hich have soml 

pretension to historical truth, are those of TOl1ssain 

himself, Jean Fran<;ais, Christophe, Dessalines 
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and the other negro Generals, old Dessalines, 

Bellair, Raymond, the French Commjssaries and 

envoys, Bayou, and Moyse. 

Having mentioned in my tale the fine letters of 

Christophe, relatiug to the intrigues of the French 

on their arrival, I have pleasure in giving the cor­

respondence, as preserved in the" Haytian Papers." 

ILIDERTY AND EQUALITY. 

ARMY OF ST. DOMINGO. 

Head Qll&rters on board the Ocean, 
13th Plu~ose, lOth year of the Republic. 

TIuJ General-in--chief 0/ "., Army 0/ St. Dumingo, 

Captain- General of the Colony, to the Gt'1l8f"al 

of Bri9ade. Ckristoplte, Commandant at Cap 

Fran~ail. 

I LEARN with indignation, Citizen General, that you 

refuse to receive tbe French Iquadron, and the French 

army that I command, nnder the pretext that you 

have received no orders from the Governor-GeneraL 

France bas concluded a peace with England, ·and its 

government senda to St. Domingo forces capable of 

subduing the rebels; at least, if any are to be found 

in St. Domingo. As to you, General, I confess it will 
grieve me to &CCOllnt yo~ among them. 

N~ 
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I give you notice, that if you have not in the course 

of this day surrendered the forts Picolet and Belair, 

with all the batteries on the coast, to-morrow, at day­

break, fifteen thousand troops shall be disembarked. 

Four thousand· men are, at this moment, landing at 

Fort Liberte; eight thousand more at Port Republicain*. 

Herewith you will receive my proclamation, which 

expresses the intentions of the French Government = 

but recollect, whatever individual esteem your conduct 

in the colony may have inspired me with, I hold you 

responsible for what may happen. 

I salute you, 

(Si9tW> LECLERC. 

Head Quarters at Cap Fran¢S, 
13th Pluviose, Year 10. 

Henri ChrilwpM, GIJfI8mI of Bri:Jade, Commandat&t 

of 1M .A1"1'QrIdil8811leflJ of Cap, to tM G~i1l­

chiP/, Leclerc. 

YOUR aide-de-camp, General, has delivered to me 

your letter of this day. I have the honour to inform 

* This is a remarkable instance of the tone of exaggeration in 
which Lec1erc appears to have habitually indulged. He here 

. pretends to have 27,OOO.men at his immediate disposal; whereas 
the historiea of the time, written· at Paris, give from 12,000 

to 15,000 as the amount of the force Leclerc carried witb 

him : and he was not reinforced for 8everal weeks after the date 01 

thie letter. 



APPENDIX. 269 

you that I could not deliver up tbe forts and post con­

fided to my command, without previous orders from the 

Governor-General, Toussaint L'Quvel'ture, my imme­

diate chief, fr~ whom I hold tbe powers with which I 

am invested. I am fully persuaded that I baveto do 

with Frenchmen; and that you are the cbief of the 

armament called the expedition; but I wait the orders 

of the Governor; to whom I have despatched one of 

my aides-de-camp, to apprise him of your arrival, and 

that of the French army, and cannot permit yon to 

land until I have received his answer: If you put 

in force your threat8 at hostility, I' shall make the 

resistance which becomes a general officer; and, should 

the chance of war be yours, you shall not enter Cap 

Franc;ais till it be reduced to ashes. Nay, even in 

the ruins will I renew the combat. 

You say that the .French goverument has sent to St. 

Domingo -Corces capable of subduing the rebels, if any 

suoh be lound; it is your coming, and the hostile inten­

tions Y011 inanifest, that alone oould create them among 

a. peaceable people, in perfect submission to France. 

The very mention of rebellion is an argument for our 
resistance. 

All to the troops which you llay are this moment 

landing, I consider them as so many pieces of card 

which the least breath of wind will dissipate. 

How can you hold me responsible for the event 1 
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You are not my chief; I know you not, and can there­

fore make no account of you till you are recognised 

by Governor Toussaint. 

For the loss of your esteem, General. I assure you that 

I desire not to earn it at t.I!.e price that you set. upon it, 

since- to purchase it I must be guilty of a breach of duty. 

I have the honour to salute you, 

(Sitfn«l) H. CmU8TOPJIE. 

Head Quarte ... at Cap Fran~ .. 
29th Germinal. Year 10 of the French Repnblic. 

TM General-in-dliej tv G_al CAriBWpAe. 

You may give credit, Citizen General. to all that 

Citizen Vilton has written to you on behaIl of Ge­

neral Hardy; I will keep the. promises which have 

been made you; but, if it is your intention to submit 

to the Republic, think on the essential service lOU could 

render her by furi.ishing the means to secure tbe per­

son of General ToUBBaint. 
(S~ 

Head-qoarte .... Robillard, Grand-Boncan, 
. 2d FloreaI. Year 10. 

TM General of Bn,adI, Henri CAriBWphB, tv General 

Leclerc. 
I BAVH received yours of the 29th of last "month. 

With earnest desire to give credit to what Citizen 
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Vilton has written me, I wait only for a proof which 

must convince \ne of the intention to procure tbe liberty 

and equality of the population of this colony. The la.ws 

which consecrate the principles, and which the mother­

country, without doubt, has enacted, will carry to my 

heart this conviction; and I protest, that on obtaining 

this desired proof, by being made acquainted with these 

laws, I shalleubmit immediately. 

You propose to me, Citizen General, to furnish you 

with the meane of securing the person of General 

Toueeaint L'Ouverture. It would be perfidy and 

treaeon i,p me to do 80 ; and· a proposition so degrad­

ing to me, is, in my opinion, a mark of Y011r 

invincible repngnance to believe me susceptible' of the 

smallest sentiment of delicacy and honour. He is my 

commander and my friend. Is friendshi}), Citizen 

General, compatible with .such monstrous baseness f 

The laws which I have just meBtioned have bee~ 

promised ns by the mother-country, by the pro­

clamation that her Consuls have addressed to us 

when they communicated the constitution of the 8th 

Year. Fulfil, Citizen General, fulfil this maternal 

promise, by unfolding to our view tlle code which 

contains it, and you will 800,," behold all her children 

rushing into the arms of that beneficent mother, 

and amongst them General Toussaint L'Ouverture, 

who, thus undeceived, like the rest,' will hasten to 
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correct his error. It is only when this error !!han han 

been 80 dispelle<\, that, if he J?ersist in spite of eYideuce, 

he can fairly be regarded as eriminai, and be the first 

object of the anathema you have "launched against 

him, and the measure YOll propose to me to execute. 

Consider, Citizen General, the happy etreets that wiD 

result from the' mere publication of these laws to & 

people crushed, of old, beneath the weight of burdens, 

and lacerated by the scourges of a barbarous slavery, in 

whom the apprehension of similar enormities, is, doubt.­

less, excusable: a people, in short, who have tasted the 

Bweets of libf'rty and equality, and covet no happiness 

beyond the assurance of never more having to dread the 

fetters they have broken. The exposure of these laws 

before their eyes will stop t~e effusion of French blood 

by the hands of Frenchmen j will restore to the republic 

children who may yet do her service j and, after the 

horrors of civil war, bring back tranquillity, peace, and 

prosperity to the bosom of this unhappy colony. The 

object is, without question, worthy of the greatness of 

the mother-country: its attainment, Citizen General, 

would cover you with glory, with the blessings of a 

people
o 

who will take pleasure in forgetting the evils
o 

tllat they have sutrered by the delay of this promulga­

tion. Reflect, that to refuse them a. participation of 

these laws, so necessary for the salvation of these COUD­

tries, would be to perpetuate those evils, and must lead 
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to absolute destruction. In the name of my country, 

in the Dame of the mother-country, I call for these sa­

lutary laws. . Produce them, and St. Domingo is saved. 

I have the honour to salute you, 

(Signed) H. CHRISTOPHE. 

ARMY OP THB EXPEDITION. 

Head.Quarters at Cap Fran98is, 4th Flofl'dl, 
Year 1 0 of the French Republic. 

Tile GI11IM'al-in-ckiej to Genwal CkriBtop~ 

I SAVE just received your letter, General. The un­

easiness you testify to IDe is of'a 'nature easy to be 

removed. You demand of me the code which· gives 

assurance of liberty to the.negroes .. That code is not 

completed: I am at this moment engaged upon it. The 

wisdom of the First Consul did not allow him to make 

& code for the government of a country with which he. 

was unacquainted, and of which the accounts he has 

received are contradictory. But I declare to yO\l in 

the presence of the colony-I protest before the Supreme 

Being, whose assistance is never invoked in vain-that 

the bases of this code are liberty aud eqnality; that 

the negroes shall be free; and that the system of culti­

vation shall be founded upon the basis of that of General 

Toussaint, which may, perhaps, be even ameliofated in 

their favour. If this declaration is irisufficient, it will 

N 3 
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. be to me a convincing proof that yon have no wish to 

submit to the Republic. If it be sufficient, present 

yourselCto-morrow at the village of Raut-du-Cap. I 

shall be there; and I declare to you, that if, after an 

hour's explaDation, we do not come to an understanding, 

you shall be at liberty to return to your troops, upon the 

word of honour of the General-in-ehief. 

What I have said to you on the subject of General 

Toussaint, arose from my· not supposing him to be 

actuated by such loyal views as yourself. I shall take 

pleasure in finding myself deceived. The answer you 

have made on this head gave me great satisfaction, 

and confirms me in the opinion I have always had of 

your loyalty. 

If you come, and we understand one another, the 

war will have lasted 80 much the shorter time in the 

colony. If not, calculate my means, and your chances 

of successful resistance. 

I salute you. 

(Signed) LECLERC. 

Let me know the result of your arrangements, .for 

I intend tQ absent myself from Cap for some moments. 

( Siped) LECLERC. 
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LIBERTY AND EQUALITY. 

Bead Quarter., Cardineau, Grande Riviere, 
5 FloreaI, Year 10. 

TM Gen8ral oj Brigade, Henri Ch,;,lopM, to G_al 

Leclerc. 

I THIS moment received your letter of yesterday: 

ita contents revive in my mind the hope of seeing tran­

quillity, peace, ~nd prosperity, return to this too long 

agitated colony, under the auspices of liberty and 

equality. I accept your offer of an interview. To­

morrow, at eleven o'clock in the morning, I shall 

present myself at Haut-du-Cap, to confer with you. 

Th. word of a Fre.nch General is, in my estimation, 

too sacred and inviolable to be denied belief. 

I am 1I.attered with the opinion you entertain of my 

loyalty; but regret that you still persis!; in thinking 

General Toussaint uninspired by that estimable feeling. 

Give me leave to say that you are deceived with regard 

to him. I have no apprehension of finding myself 

deceived when I assure you, that ~he confirmation of 

civilised liberty and equality will make him throw 

himself into the arms of the Republic. 

It it hopelellll to enter upon any calculation of our 

. respective means; the resolution to be a man and a 

free man .is the sum of my arithmetic; and the certainty 

of seeing this title insured to my fellow-citizens will 
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soon resolve our divided forees into one and the same 

body, into. one and the same family, united by the 

sincerest fraternity. 

I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) H. CIIRI8TOPBB. 

Head Qoarten at Cap Fran¢&. 
8th Floreal. Year 10. 

TII8 General-in-cAiej to tII8 Get'W'al of Bt"if/ade, Ch.rU­

topll8, Commandant of tM Cordon of tII8 North. 

I APPROVE, Citizen General, of the motives which 

prevent your presence at Cap to-day. I am the more 

gratified by your effecting this operation in person, 

bl'Cause the execution of your orders experienced some 

difficu!ties at Limbe. 

The Commandant, Lafleur, who occupies the great 

Cut of Limbe, would not consent to surrender his post 

without having seen tou. It appears that the same 

thing has taken place on the side of the landing-place 

of Limbe. General Salme had sent troops to occupy 

tbese posts; on the refusal to surrender them, the 

troops tetired. Some mounted dragoons of the country, 

'and some of the rustic militia, came to his camp, to 

buy provisions; General Salme caused them to be dis­

armed aud sent back. I have given orders for their 

anna to be restored. 

As SOOI1 lUI you have comilleted' tbe arrangements 011 
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the Bide of Grande Riviere, proceed to the croeeway of 

Limbe, where you will find General Salme, who com· 

mands the arrondissement de Plaisance, and all 'the 

country' that lie~ beyond' the Riviere Salee. Take 

measures in consulting with him, 80 that he may forth­

with oooupy the military posts at present in charge of 

your troops, and give orders that the rustic militia 
• 

retire immediately to their habitations. Put in requisi-

tion everY possible means of conveyance, in order to 

facilitate the provisioning of the troops cantoned in the 

mountaiUB. 

I salute: you. 

(Si9'led) LECLERC. 

AI soon as you have concluded the busineee at Limbe, 

you will come and join me. 

(Signed) LECLERC. 

LIBERTY AND EQUALITY. 

Head Quarter. of Cap Franyai., 30tb Germinal, 
Year 10 of tbe Frencb Republic. 

Tlu General of Di~, Hardy, Command~n" 'M 
Di~ of tM North at St. Domin!lo, to General 

ChriBtOPM, Commanding tke CfWdon 0/ th6 North. 

CAPTAIN VILTON, in command at the Petit Anse, 

has commuuicated to me, Citizen General, the letter 
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which you have written to him, and I imparted it 

immediately to the General-in-chief, Leclerc. 

By the details into which you have entered with 

Citizen Vilton,'it is easy to discover, General, that you 

have been the victim of the treacherous insinuations of 

an infinity of beings, who, during the course of the 

revolution in France, have set all parties on fire toge­
ther; have everywhere excited trouble and disccrd; 

and who, after having brought upon themselves their 

own expulsion, have taken l'cfuge in this colony, where 

they have distorted every fact and circumstanc&-di~ 

seminated the most atrocious falsehoods and calumnies 

-and sought, in fresh troubles, an existence that they 

could no longer find in Europe. 

These crafty men have inspired you with distrust 

of the French government and its delegates. The con­

duct of the Government, and' its good faith, are well 

known to the whole world. Our own behaviour, 

since our arrival in St. Domingo--our proceedings 

towards the peaceable inhabitants, and in the instances 

of Generals Clerveaux, Paul L'Ouverture, Maurepas, 

La Plume, and their companions in arms-may give 

you a just measure of all that malevolence and intrigue 

have invented to slander the purity of our intentions. 

Twelve years, General, have we been fighting for 

liberty; can you believe that, after such great sacrifices, 

we would so degrade ourse! ves in our own eyes, as to 
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incur a blemish which would efface our glory and 

destroy our work? Return, General, to more reasou­

able sentiments, and assure yourself that your principles 

are ours also. 

The reputation you enjoy in this country led us not 

to presume that the French, your brothers, would 

encounter any resistauce in you to the will of the 

government. _ 

Nevertheless, General, all hope of obtaiIIing from 

this same government. oblivion of the past is not entirely 

lost to you. I address you with the frankness of a 

soldier, unacquainted with shifts and evasione.-Correct 

your errors; your return to true principles may acce­

lerate the reparatiou of evils which have ;aftlicted. this 

. beautiful spot. It is unworthy of you ·to serve as a 

stepping. stone to a usurper, to a rehel. The mother 

country throws wide her arms to all her children ied 
astray, and invites them to take refuge in her bos~m. • 

If you have a serious intention of recognising the 

laws of the republic, and of submitting to the ordel'll of 

. b~r govermnent, you will not hesitate, General, to come 

and join ne with your troops. Hitherto we have 

fought you as enemies; to-morrow, if you will, we will 

embrace you as brothers. 

Write me your proposals, or inform me at what 

hour you will be at Vaudreuil, to make them-verbally. 

Yon will find me there. If we do not come to an 
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understanding, I give you my word of bon?ur, after the 

conference, you shan be ~ liberty to return to your 

head-quarters. 

I bave the bonour to salute you. 

(S~ HAilDY. 

Head"'luarten. Robillard. Gnnd Booean. 
2nd Flotia1, Year 10. 

TII4 G_al of Brigaik, Henri ClrUtr>pA8. to 1M 

Gtmerul 0/ DiNion, Hardy. 

YOUR letter of the 30tb Germinal has reached me. 

You are wrong in believing me the victim of the 

machinations of perfidious intriguers. Nature, witbout 

!laving endued me with all the subtlety of a penetrating 

and clear-sighted genius, bas furnished me witb sense 

enougb to guard mefrom tbe insinuations of wicked men. 

Witb an ardent love of peace and tranquillity, I haTe 

always kept at a distance from me violent and turbulent 

men, wboae empoisoned breath engenders confusion and 

discord; but I have not been exempt from the suspicions 

that 90 maay publications have roused in my p1ind, and 

wbicb 80 many others bave con1irmed. Some origi­

Dated in foreigu countries, otbers in the heart of France. 

An announced, with a meuacing tone, the misfortunes 

wbich now amid us. How happens it that tbe desires 

of tbe wicked, aud the predictions of the evil-minded, 
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appear so much in uniso, with the 'resolutions of thl! 

mother country f \ 

When we were thull threatened with the return of 

&lavery, after having broken its' fetters,.Was anything 

more natural than the dread of' its return; than the 

BU8Jlicion, the restlessness, even the mistrust, of a 

people so often deceived-so constantly the mark for 

the declared hatred of the enemies' of its liberty, who 

were jealous of the equality admitted in their favour , 

Could we be otherwise, when everything concurred to 

justify our fears f 

General, we too have twelve years combated for 

liberty; for the same rights which, like yourselves, we 

bought at the price of our blood: and I have ever 

revolted at the belief that the French, after haviug 

made such sacrifices to obtain them,. would one dAy 
come to tear them from a people who glory in being a 

part of the great nation, .and in enjoying in common 

with her the advantages derived frow the revolution. 

That revolution, and the beuefits itJ.. has diffused, are 

worthy of the glory of the republic; and when you 

assure me that she will Dot ciestroy her work, why 

refuse to this branch of her family what must infallibly 

consolidate and immortalise for her the sublime edifice'l 

The code of laws promised to the inhabitantll of the 

colonies by the proclamation of the Consuls, which 

accompanied their communication of the constitution of 
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the Year 8, can alone cOllvey to my mind the pledge of 

the consolidation of our rights. This, Citizen-General, 

is the only weapon capable of subduing the apprehen­

sions of a justly-suspicious people! This, a convincing 

proof, which alone can restore in my mind these senti­

ments to which you would recall me; and assure me 

that our mutual principles are the same! 

The .candour with which you address me.is worthy, 

in all respects, of a soldier like yoursclf j I express 

myself with equal frankness; and if General Leclerc, 

instead of proposing to me an act of treason and 

infamy whicQ would degrade me in my own eyes, had 

spoken to me as you have done,--a language consistent 

with sentiments of honour and delicacy, such as he 

II1-ight fairly h~ve presumed in me,-I should have at 

least consented to the interview which you invite, not 

only at V audreuil, but at Le Petit Anse, or even at 

Cap. But, be it as it may, I augur too favourably of 

your frankness and your word of honour, not to consent 

to that interview: not at the place you point out, but 

at one which may be near the centre of our respective 

lines. I therefore prop'os~ the house of Montalibor for 

this purpose. "U that is "agreeable to you, appoint the 

day and hour when you will meet me there, and I 

promise to be present. But, .General, furnish yourself 

with the code ofla.ws which are to govern this country, 

Yihich confirm liberty and equality to the lleople who 
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will water and fertilise it with their sweat; and our 

inte"iew will be crowned with the ltappiest snooess, 

and I rejoice to owe to you the infonnation which can 

alone dispel our error. Doubt not, General, tba' 

General Tonssaint L'Ouverture himself, whom General. 

Lecleru considers but 88 a criminal, will then not hesi­

tate to throw himself, with the whole nation, into the 

alms of the republic ;. and, re-united under the auspices 

of these beneficent laws, this grateful people will offer 

him again, .. a proof of their devotion, the exertions 

that they have once before directed to render this 

portion of the French empire productive. 

I have the honour, &c. 

(Sigfaed) H. CHRISTOPHE. 

Petit AnBe, 26th GermiD8l, Year 10. 

Vilton, Commatadant of 1M Petit .4.1/,8e·, to Citizm 

Henri Ckriliopll6, G61I8ral of Brisade, at ki. Head­
quarter,. 

My DEAR COMRADE, 

I GIVB way to the sentiments that my ancient friend­
ship inspires for you; I have heard with die deepest 

• The two letters Inbjoined DIlder the signature of the Sienr 
V:llton! were fabrlcated by the Sienr Anquetil, who wrote them 
WIth hie own hand, at the honae of the Sienr Blin de Villeneuve, 
ODe of the great Planters of the nori.hem district, grandfather to 
the Siear Vilton, who had no hand in them hut the signature to 
which he wu forced by the French government. '. 
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regret of your refusal to submit to the will of the 

French General whom the First Consul has despatched 

to St. DomUigo, to complete, support, and consolidate 

the order that you had so effectually established at 

Cap, the dependency of the North, where you acquired 

the regard and affection of aU the colonists. You 

repeatedly told me, my dear comrade, that your greatest 

pleasure would be to see the French arrive, and resign 

into their hands the authority with which you were 

invested; by what fatality can you 80 suddenry- have 

changed yonr good intentions? By this step you 

have r~onnced personal happiness, the security of your 

fortune, and the splendid establishment you could have 

secured to your amiable family; you have plunged 

them, as well as yourself, into the most frightful misery. 

Your intentions have always, to me, appeared 80 pure, 

and your devotion to the Freuch natiou len me nothing 

to doubt in the conduct yon proposed to pursue; when, 

in an instant, on the appearance of a French squadron, 

you were no longer the same man. All the world, and 

your friends in particnlar, were persuaded that you had 

been ill-advised, and perhaps over-ruled, by some black 

chiefs who. were abont you. So many handsome 

things have been said of you to M. Leclerc, the General­

in-chief. that he is thoroughly convinced that it is 

owing to evil counsels that you took the resolution to· 

resist; that he is ready to pardon you, if you will 
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reduee to obedience the tro<fs that you command; and 

IlUlftllder the ~ that you occ:upy. This is a nne 

opening, my dear comrade, for yourself, as well as for ,.-
the bran officers and 801diem under your command; 

they will be all treated in the same manner. as th~ 

French army; and you will secure for yourself and your 

family every happiness that you can desire; especially 

if YOIl should desire to quit the colony, which is the 

best coulge you can take to saye yourself from. being 

exposed. to the hatred. of the rebels to the orden! of 

France, wbo shall refuse to follow your example; you."­

~ be certain. of a h"beral fortune, and can enjoy it 

peaceably, under tbe protection of France, in tbe country 

of your choice. lfy dear comrade, my tender friend­

lhip for you and your family induces me to write this. 

I . shall partake of your happiness if I can contribute 

to effi" it. h lies with you to giye me this gratiD­
cation by following the advice of your old friend. 

Reply to me, and lri me know yoUr intentions; that I 

may bring them to bear in the way most agreeable to 
yolll!lelf. 

Eyery one here, and in all paris. of the c~lony, has 

witnessed the frankness and good faith of. the French 

generals, and I have no reeerYe in repeating to you the 

UIIIlJ"aDCe, that you may place entire conndence in them; 

they will open to you every facility, 88IIist you with 

eTmY means in tbeir power, and furnish YGn the. con-
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venienC8 or carrying alon~ with yoU everything you 

possess, and enjoying it peaceably wherever you choose 

w reside. Trust me, then, my dear comrade; quit this 

wandering and vagabond life, which would dishonour 

you if you continne to follow it; and regain the esteem 

of all good citizens, by being yourself again. and aban­

doning the cause of an ambitious man, who will be 

your ruin in the end. Pay no regard to your outlawry ; 

the General-in-chief, Leclerc, has said that ft should 

Dot have taken place had he known you soO!ler, and 

that the proclamation should be annulled ail soon as he 

hears that you have acknowledged your error, and 

abandoned the cause of rebellion. 

Health and Friendship. 

(S~ed) VILTON. 

Head QI1arters, Hamlet of DoodoD, 
20th Germinal, Year 10. 

Th8 G6fIMYJl of Brigade, HInI" ClarVlopM, 10 tlu 
Commandant Yilton. 

I LOVE to give credit to the expression of your long­

standing friendship for me, which has inspired you with 

the idea of addressing to me your letter of the 26th of 

this month. The sentiments of friendship I have 

avowed w you remain unalterable; you know me too 

well to doubt it. 
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Should I even have refused to submit to the orders of, 

the Freoch general, sent to this island by the :First 
Consul of the Republic, if everything bad not conspired 

to convince me that the meditated consolidation of the 

good order which reigned in this colony, was nothing 

less than the destruction of our liberty, and the rights 

resulting from equality? It is true, as you say, I have 

declared my greatest desire was to see the French 

arrive, aud to deposit in their hands the share of autho­

rity with which I was invested, and enjoy, as a simple 

citizen, the benefits of liberty and equality in the 

bosom of my family, in the midst of my fellow-citizenll, 

provided that they too partook with myself of these 

.acred rights. A Frenchman, loving and respecting 

France, I joyfully entertained this hope: a hope that 

my coulidence in the government of the mother-country 

fostered and confirmed from day to day~ I have never 

changed my inclinations in this respect; but by what 

fatality is it that this hope has been deceived-that all 

has concurred to prove that the principles previously 

adopted in our favour have been changed ? St. Do­

mingo, Wholly French, enjoyed, as you know, the 

profoundest tmnquillity; there were no rebels to be 

found: by what fatal blindneSB, then, did it happen, 

that France haa come with all the terrors of war and 

the artillery of destruction? Not to slll}due the rebels, 

(for rehelsthere were none,) but to create them among 
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. a. peaceful people, and furnish a pretext to destroy 01 

enslave them. 

You say I have renounced my happiness. Alas! 

what happiness, what fortune, what splendid establish. 

ment of myself and my family, could ever have offered 

me consolation for the grief of seeing my fellows reduced 

to the last degree of misfortune under the burden 01 

slavery? ~Iy intentions have always been pure, and 

you were, more than· anybody, acquainted with my 

devotion to the French nation. lIy intentions, my 

sentiments have never varied. I have always been the 

same man. Bu~, placed as I ~as b)' my fellow· 

citizens, as a sentinel at the post where it was m)' duty 

to watch over the preservation of liberty, more dear 

to them than their existence, how could I do otherwise 

than alarm them at the approach of the blow aimed at 

its annihilation 1 

How many letters, pouring in upon U8 in ship-loads 

from France and foreign countries, written in a men ... 

cing tone, by colonists to other colonists, who preached 

forth their contents with undisguised and seditious 

vehemence, announced to me, in the most explicit terms, 

the fate reserved for the people of ~his coloo), and its 

defenders ! 
You know it. I have communicated to several. 

Did I not, Crom motives of prudence, conceal them 

from the governor, fo~ fear of agitating him j • and did 
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Dot my confidence in the government of the Republic 

80 master my common sense as to make me, to the last 

moment, consider these letters as the mere expreBBions 

of the hatred of lOme wretches, who sought, in pure 

despite, again· to embroil this country? Yet has not 

the event, notwithstanding my credulity, fully justified 

aU their annunciations f The world, above all my 

friends, most especially deceive themselves if they 

believe that I have allowed myself to be led away by 

auy cMeCs that are about me. At my age I have no 

Deed of counsel; it is -my duty that is my counsellor 

upon all occasions. . You ought to knqw me better, and 

to be aware, that I never took advice of my friends. 

not even of you,· whom I distinguished among them. 

Friends, alas! I thought I could count many; but now, 

like Diogenes, with a lantern in my hand, at noonday, 

I search in vain for one on wbom I can rely. 

It is without donbt very flattering to have so much 

good said of me to 111, Leclerc, the General-in-chief; 

but he is wrong in persuading himself that my present 

conduct is the result of evilconnsel. What I have 

said to you on that head is a complete answer to that 

opinion. I never had any intention of resisting bim, 

and 80 I wrote word when be first appeared before 

Cap Franc;ais;· I testified to bim bow much :egret I 

should feel if compelled to oppose reluctant resistance 

before receiving tho orders of the Chief who had placed 
VOL. III. 0 
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me at this post, and who had entrusted me with It 

charge which I· could resign into no other hands. I 

sent, to him Citizen Granier, commander of a battalion 

of the national guard, as the bearer of my letter, and, 

charged him to express verbally the necessity I was 

under of waiting the orders I expected from the 

Governor, and my resolution, when he should have 

been apprised of the squadron's arrival, to fulfil the 

obligation of receiving it. with all the respect due to the 

mother-country; in case the Governor, after being 

certified that it was from France, should meditate 

resistance. Without a.ttending to this reasonable 

observation, General Leclerc sends back Citizen Granier 

without any other answer than' this :-" Tluu luJ had 

Of'ders to use !urce, and 'WOuld wecute them." A trifling 

delay would have prevented much calamity, As a 

man of honour, I was determined to observe religiously 

what I had charged the Citizen Granier to represent 011 

my behalf to General Leclerc: but this General did 

not condescend to give it credit; and, notwithstanding 

the protestations lIe received of my devotion to France, 

the Port Captain whom I had sent to meet the squad. 

ron is still detained, and his aide-de-camp forewarns mE 

that, if 1 send my Adjutant·General, he'will be simi, 

larly treated. At the same time, General Rochambeat 

I'ffectsa la~ding near Fort Liberte, without gi vin~ 

notice to the Commander of that place, marches npol 
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the forts which defend it, makes himself master of 

them, and puts to the sword the brave men he finds 

there; whilst the vessels enter the harbour, and. dis­

charge their guns upon the town. On the other hand, _ 

another landing is made at Limhe, which is likewise 

cannonaded; and Cap Fra.nl)ais is placed between two 

numerous armies, with a menacing squadron iu front. 

The terms of the letter which General Leclerc had 

addressed to me, showed plainly enough the object he 

had in view. I take counsel of the emergency_ of ~he 

circumstan~ in which I was placed by the conduct of 

this General; I take counsel, I say 1 of his own -beha­

viour; and thus 'commence all, the evils that afilict 

us. 

After acting in such a manner, what must' I not 

. suspect? Had I not reason to presume u~favourably, 

from the measures just put in execution against me-? 

Yes, I avow it; however great had been, at all tinIes, 

Illy -confidence in the· Frtlnch Government, I felt it 

powerfully &haken by the thundering threats, by the 

blows aimed at us; and the conduct uf 'the chiefs of 

the French army determined mine. 

You speak to me of fortune; I have no longer any. 

I have lost all. Honour is henceforth the only pos­

session which is left to me" and to my family. You 

know me; and you know whether it is, or i,s not, the 

object of my ambition. 
o 2 
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You counsel me to make bold to ask leave to quit 

the colony. You cannot be ignorant that I am nol 

deficient in courage, and in this case it would nol. fail 

me. I had resolved long since to quit the colony on 

the restoration of peace, and Citizen Granier was half 

inclined to the same course. If he exists, he can testify 

to the truth of this assertion. My attachment to France 

had made me, choose her bosom as the asylum whither 

we might, with our exiled families, have retired, and 

passed our days in peace, in the sweet certainty of 

leaving all our brethren free and happy on the soil of 

this c910ny. Why has everything concurred to frus­

trate this hope? I expect to receive every day the 

blow that will annihilate me; and Citizen Granier, 

who, I learn, is detained on board, has perhaps already 

ceased to exist. What is his crime? What harm has 

he done? Is it possible that his. friendship for me has 

been his crime 1 

y 011 take upon yourself, my dear comrade, to give 

me proofs of good faith and frankness on the part of 

the French Generals; you know not how it grieves me 

to be unable to remove the just suspicions with which 

all the· facts I have detailed have inspired me; facts 

against which .I can find no reasonable or prudent 

pretext for shutting my eyes. Happen what may, 

honour is my guide; and it is with extreme rt'pug~ 

nance that I impute to any othe~ rule of conduct the 
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actions and promises of others; honour has always 

';ppeared to me so dear to French officers. 

" I always cherish the. esteem of good citizens. If 

there exist at St. Domingo any ambitious rilen, who 

covet nothing but honour, preferment, or distinction; 

as for me, my ambition always consisted in meriting 

the honourable consideration of good men, in seeing my 

fellow-citizens happy; in enjoying, in common with 

them, the sole title of free man, the sole rig\.ts of 

equality, in the bosom of my tranquil family, and in 

tlie circle of a. few estimable friends. 

Yon advise,my dear comrade, to pay no regard to my 

outlawry; General Leclerc, youteIl me, has" said it 

should not have taken placd had he known me sooner; 

and that the Proclamation should be annulled as soon 

~ I should have retracted my error. I am ready to 

retract, but my doubts must be removed" my suspicions 

cleared up. There is D.O sacrifice that I will not make 

for the peace and happiness of my fellow-citizens, if I 
am but convinced that ~hey shall all be free and happy. 

I have but one thing left to sacrmce,-my life. _4.11 the 

rest I have already given. Produce the proofs necessary 

for my conviction; and with a. willing heart I offer 

the sacrifice, if, after demonstration of my error, it can 

make atoneme~t, and restore tranquillity and prosperity 

to my country, and to my feIlow~citizen8. 

I salute you with friendship. 

( Signed) H. CHRISTOPHE. 
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Petit )\nse, 30th Germinal, Year 10. 

rifton, Co-mmandant at Petit Ante, to Citizen Henri 
Christophe. Ge1U!Tal of Brigade. rommanding the 
Co-rdo-n of the North. 

~I Y DEAR CO)flt.lDE, 

I CAN with difficulty express the pleasure that your 

answer to my letter affords me, since it gives me the 

hope of seeing you once more actuated by that con­

fidence which you should never have ceased to place in 

the justice and generosity of the representative of 

France in this colony; these are the characteristics of 

French officers, and, above all, of the General-in-chief, 

.Leclerc; and it was the-intimate knowledge of these 

qualities that induced the First Consul to make choice 

of him as the bearer of happiness and peace to this 

~nfortunate colony. Your submission to a chief of 

such merit will gain you a protector, who will charge 

himself with the office of making such provision for 

you as will lead you to bless the day of your compli­

ance with the counsel I have now given, and which I 

now repeat more strongly than ever. I made it my first 

business to communicate your letter to him, as well as 

to General Hardy. The expressions you make use of 

have met with their approbation. The distrust you 

discover in some paragraphs alone prevents them from 

being completely satisfied. The General-in-chief him­

self is going to write to you. I cannot press YOIl too 
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strongly to place entire confidence in his promises, as 

well as in the h'onol1i of General Hardy: ,and I doubt 

not you will find in their letters everything that you, 

as well as your fellow-citizens, ought in reason' to re­

quire for your satisfaction. 

With respect to your friend Granier; if he isdetain~d, 

it is not because {)f his connexions, but because he has 

many euemies liere, who have calumniated him. I 

ha.ve no doubt, that, as "Soon as Gove~ment shall have , 

ha.~ time to investigate his affair, he will be set at 
liberty.' ' 

Adieu, my dear comra.de: depend upon the rriend~ 

ship 1 ha.ve sworn ,to you for life. 

Hea.lth and friendship. 

(Signed) VILTON. 

Head.quarters, Roubillard, Grand Bouean, 
2nd Floreal, Year 10. 

, ' 

Tits, General oj Brigade, H.enriCkristopke, command-

ing the Cordon of the N mli, to 'fI'il~on, Commandant 

at Petit Anse. 

I 'AGAIN receive with pleasure, in your letter of the 

30th ult., the' expression ~f your friendship. for ,,me., 

The successful issue of your correspo~dence, which you 

Beem to hope, depends upon Genera.l Leclerc. He.llas 

indeed a.ddressed to m6 a lette~; but I have read in'it, 
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with disgust, the proposition it contains, of dishonour­

ing myself by an act of monstrous cowardice and 

perfidy. 

:Ii do trust, however, that in the character which h38 

been given him of me, if dictated by trnth, it has not 

been represented that such actions were familiar to me, 

and that I was wholly divested of every sentiment of 

delicacy and hononr. 

I replied to his letter"in the same manner as I did to 

that of General Hardy; which appeared to be written 

in that style of frankness " which ought to distinguish a 

soldier. .. 

I have every desire to abjure the distrllst which I 

have conceived. I demand of those two Generals no 

more than what is necessary to renonnce it ; that is, in 

fact, the code of laws which was promised us by' the 

proclamation addressed to us by the Consuls of the 

republic, when they communicated the coustitution of 

the Year 8. In such a code only can lie the proof of 

the intention to maintain and consolidate liberty and 

equality. If these laws are in your possession, impart 

them to me; if they exist, and you have them not, 

endeavour to obtain and produce them to me. To them 

I look for tIle restoration of tranquillity to this country­

for the cement of nnion between the }'rench of both 

worlds,-for a stop to the effusion of their blood-for 

the reeonciliation with the republic of her children, who 
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never willingly· renounced her~and for ~he re~esta­

blishment, in this island, of peace and its blessings, in 

lieu of civil war and its ravages. Openly proclaim 

this code, and let the light of truth shiIle on those who 

• may be blinded with error-then will you enjoy the 

satisfaction of having contributed to the happiness of 

our country, to that of our fellow-citizens, to my own 

among the rest; for whatever lot may await me, my 

happiness will consist in that of my brethren, were it 

even sealed with my blood. 

The unfortunate Granier is detained, and, without 

doubt, you 'tell me, on account of some calumnioUs insi­

nuations of his enemies. Ought such a detention to 

have taken place without evidence? and is it cousistent 

with a just and impa~ial gove.tnment to suffer. such 

long delays in the production of the proofs requisite 

for just condemnation or equitable acquittal? But, 

placed 88 I am, does it hecome me to plead the cause of 
friendship? 

My dear comradE', do not, forget those laws about 

which I have been speaking to you. Communicate 

t~em to me without delay, and you will BOon attain 

the object you seem to aim at in your correspon­
dence. 

I salute you in friendship. 

(SitJned) HENRI CHRISTOPHE. 

Haytian PapWB, pp. 4-54. 
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These are the letters of the man whom, when he 

was King of Hayti, the French declared (in alluston 

to his employment while a slave) to be more fit to 

wield the frying-pan than the sceptre. 
As, in these letters, Henri's 'French corre­

. spondent boasts of the excellent treatment the negro 

Generals,-8nd among them Maurepas,-receivE>d 

from the invaders, it is right to complete the sto~y 

. by showing what were uitimately the tender-mercies 

of the same parties. Christophe's Manifesto of 

September, 1814,' tells the following tale, which is 

fully confirmed by Lacroix. 

" l\[aurepas, a man of mild and gentle manners, 

esteemed for his integrity by his fellow-citizens, 

was' one of the first to surrender t:o the Fren~h~ and 

had rendered them signal services; yet, this man 

was suddenly carried off to Port Paix, a?q put on' 

board the Admiral~s vesst:l, then riding at anchor 

in Cap roads, whereJ after binding bj81 to the 'mliin­

mast, they, in derision, fixed, with nails such as are' 

uSed in ship-building, two' ~ld epaul~ttes on his 

shoulders, and an 'pld general's hat on, his. head. 

In that frightful condition, th~cannibals, afte~ 

having glutwdtheir savage mirtli and exultation, 

precipitated him, with his '~ite ari~ child~n,· intq , 
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the!!8L Such was the fate of that rirtuous and 

unfortunate !iOIJieI'o"-Hay;- Papers. P. 170. 
Tbe aime which .-as mited by this atrocious 

puui.4uoeDt was coe which the innders De'ftr. in 

any instaDre, Wrgaye,-attachmeat to L "Ouyft­

ture. lIaorepas Mted w-ea.lJy, in the first inst.aoce~ 

iD joining the Fn!DCh. On the ahductioo of 

TClmiSaint, be ftPt'Uted, as did all the oegroes who 

had toIo!nted the inTad..>n.. He took up arms in 

dd'aM:e of the liberties of the black.s, and died as 

-- baTe fftIL Rainsfonl td1s what happened 
af't~ the departure of Toussaint, and the aJD­

~t n.,aorous actioo of Christophe and Des-

_ ", 
.. A. Dumber of new gmeraLi bad- ari.._ in anus 

from the interior of the ~ 1I'bo began to make 

euursioos from the mountains.. .Among these 

W'3:i a po-erf.d chief' of negroes. of the ~CI'() tribe, 

called Sans Souci. .ho. after MlDmitting coosi­

denhle depredatioos, c:ould aerer be di.sc:oftnd. 

Chadn BeIlair. with his Ama.,.,j3JI wil'e, also 

made a ponrful diYersioo for a while, till they 
were both taken, and died UDder the most iocoo­

ceivable tortlJfts. <lenmu, _hose 1iUbmi.s900 of 

the eastern part of the island had beea formerly 
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boasted without grounds*, now declared openly his 

contumacy: and Maurepas, who had surrendered, 

was detected in a"conspiracy, and put to death. Nor 

were the defections from the French army confined to 

the blacks, or to inferior officers among the whites. 

General Dugua, the chief of the French staff, dis­

gusted with the horrors attendant on the war, and 

more particularly with the horrid punishment of 

BeUair and his wife, whom he had tried, was dis­

covered in making arrangements to quit the French 

army, and took the resolution of destroying him­

self.;'-Rainsjord's "Historical Account," .s-c., p. 825. 

The horrors perpetrated by the mortified and 

exasperated French now becoD.Je too disgusting for 

the eye and ear; but they should not be disre-:­

gardedwhen complaints are made of the ferocity 

of Dessalines, and when we attempt to appreciate 

the mildness of the rule of Christophe. Suffice it 

now that Leclerc died, on Tortuga, on the 1st of 

November, 1802, and was succeeded in the com-
• mand by Rochambeau; ,that, during the. next 

year, the island was afHicted, from end to end, with 

the miseries of a most barbarous warfare; that the 

* There is no more doubt of the original defection of elenealll[, 
than of its being afterwards repented of. 
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French lost ground perpetually, and died by thou­

sands of disease and famine,-the blood-hounds 

they had brought from Cuba' serving them, at 

length, for food; that the innders evacuated the 

island in November, 1803; and that their retreat 

WII§ followed by a Declaration, on the part of the 

Generals Dessalines, Christophe, and. Clerveaux, of 

the INDEPENDENCE of HAYTI. We give the 

official announcements of the last event from Rains-

ford (pp. 439-441). 

DeclaratUm of tM Independenu of tM BladcB of St. 
Domingo. 

PROCLAMATION OF DESSALINES, CHRISTOPHE, AND CLEft­

VEAux, CHIEFS OF ST. DOMINGO. 

THE Indt'pendence of St. Domingo is proclaimed. 

Restored to our primitive dignity, we have asserted our 

rights j we swear never to yield them to any power on 

earth. The frightful veil of prpjudice is torn to pieces. 

Be it so for ever I Woe be to them who would dare 

'\.. to put. together its, bloody tatters ! 

Landholders of St. Domingo, wandering in foreign 

t'Ountries! by proclaiming ,our independence, we do not 

forbid you all, without distin.lD, to return to your 

property. Far be from us ~ unjust a thought ! We 
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are not i~orant that, there are some among you, ,,-I 

have renounced their former errors, abj ured the injustil 

of their exorbitant pretensions, and acknowledged tI 

Jawfulness of the cause for which we have been spilfu 

our blood these twelve years. Towards those men wi 

do us justice, we will act as brothers. Let them re: 

for ever on our esteem and friendship; Jet them retw 

among us. The Q()d who protects us, the God of Cre, 

men, bids us streteh out tC?wards them our conqueril 

arms. But as for those, who, intoxicated with fooJi, 

pride, interested slaves of a guilty pretension, Ii 

blinded so much as to believe themselves the essence 

human nature, and assert that'tlley are destinE'd 1 

Heaven to be our masters and our tyrants, let the 

never come near the land oC St. Domingo! If thl 

come bither, they will only meet with chains or hanisl 

ment. Then let them stay where they are. Tormentt 

• by their well-deserved misery, and the froWlli oC tl 

just men whom they have too long mocked, let the 

still continue to live, unpitied and nnnoticed by all. 

We bave swom not to listen with clemency to a~ 

who would dare to speak to us of slavery. We willI 

inexorable, perhaps even cIuel, towards all troops wh, 

themselves Corgetting the object for which they bal 

not ceased fighting since 1780, should come fro, 

f:urope to bring among u~ death and senitude. l' 

sacrifice is too costly, and all means are lawful, to mel 
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Crom whom it is wi&hed to wre&t the first Qf all 

blessings. Werc they to cause streams and torrents of 

blood to How; were they, in order to maintain their. 

liberty, to fire seven-eighths of the globe, they are in­

Docent before the tribunal of Providence, which never 

created men to groan under so harsh and shameful a 

servitude. 

In the various commotions that have taken place, 

some inhabitants against whom we had no complaints 

have been victims of the cruelty of a few soldiers or 

cultivators, too nlUch blinded by t11e remembrance of 

their past sufferings to be a.ble to distinguish the good 

and humane landowners from those who were unfeeling 

and cruel. We lameut, together with all who feel, so 

deplorable an I!nd; and. declare to the world, whatever 

may be said to th;;ontrary by wicked people, that the 

murders were committed contrary to the wishes of our 

hearts. "It was impossible, especially in the crisis in 

which the colony was, to prevent or stop those horrors. 

They who are in the least acquainted with history, 

know that a people, when tom by civil dissensions, 

thtJugh they may be the most civilised on earth, give 

~hemselve8 up to every species of excess: and the 

authority of the chiefs, not yet firmly based, in a time 

of revolution cannot punish all that are guilty, without 

meeting with perpetual difficulties. But to-day the 

dawn of peace cheers us with glimpses of a less stonoy 
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time: ~ow thai the calm of victory has succeeded 

the tumult of a dreadful war, all affairs iu St. Domiol 

.ought to ~ume a new face, aud its government beoe 

forward be one of justice. 

Don,e at Head.quarters, Fort Dauphi 

November 29, 1803. 

(Signei) DESSALINES. 

(True Copy) 
B. Ann!, Secretary. 
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