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APPENDIX.

EXTRACTS FROM VATTELL'S LAW OF NATIONS.

[The titles, marginal abstracts, and notes, are by Mr. Burke, excepting
such of the notes as are hero distinguished.)

CASES OF INTERFERENCE WITH INDEPENDENT POWERS.
BOOK II. CHAP. IV. § 53.

Iz then there is anywhere a nation of s restless and mis-
chievous disposition, always ready to injure others, to traverse
their designs, and to raise domestic troubles) it is not to be
doubted, that all have a right to join in order to repress,
chastise, andﬁ:d it ever after out of its power to injure them.
Such should be the just fruits of the policy which Machiavel
Hﬂises in Cesar Borgia. The conduet followed by Philip

., king of Spain, wus adapted to unite all Europe against
kim; and it was from just reasons that Henry the Great
formed the design of humbling a power, formdable by its
JSorces, and pernicious by its maxims.

§ 70. Let us apply to the unjust, what we have said above,
(§ 53,) of a mischievous or maleficent nation. If there be
any that makes an open profession of trampling justice under
Jfoot, of despising and vivlating the right of others? whenever
it finds an opportunity, the interest of human society will
authorize all others to unite, in order to humble and chastise
i¢. 'We do not here forget the maxim established in our pre-
liminaries, that it does not belong to nations to usurp the
K:wer of being judges of each other. In particular cases,
isble to the least doubt, it oughi to be su that
each of tl;lemrﬁa may have some right: snd the injustice
of that which bas eommitted the injury may from

¥ This is the case of P S ille st Turin—Jacobin clubs—
Liegois meeting—Flemish meeting— La Payette’s answer—Cloot’s em-
bassy—Avignon. ) )

* The French scknowledge no power not directly emanating from the
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error, and not from & general contempt of justice. But if,
by constant ims, and by a inued conduct, one nation
shows, that it has evidently this pernicious disposition, and
that it considers no right as sacred, the safety of the human
race requires that it should be su;:})ressed, To form and
support an unjust pretension, is to do an injury nof only to
him who is interested in this pretension, but to mock at justice
in general, and to injure all nations.

§ 56. If the prince, atbacking the fundamental 1, ,ucooue -
laws, gives his subjects a legal right to resist gt iy-
him; if tyranny, decoming insupportable, obliges ™"
the nation to rise in their defence; every foreign power has
a right to succour sn oppressed people who implore their as-
sistance. The Englisb justly complained of James . 0
the Second. The nobility, and the most distin~ lisn Revora.
guished patriots, resolved to put 8 check on his Y™
enterprises, which manifestly tended to overthrow the con-
stitution, and to destroy the liberties and the religion of the.

eople; qnd therefore applied for ussistance to the United
'g‘rovincn. The ‘authority of the Prince of Orange had, .
doubtless, an infl on the deliberations of the states-ge~
neral; but it did not make them commit injustice ; for when
8 people, from good reasons, take up arms against an op-

vessor, justice and generosity require, that brave men shou

assisted in the defence of their liberties, When-

ever, therefore, & civil war is kindled in a state, ©sofeivll
foreign powers may assist that party which a;l-
pears to them to have justice orPtheir side. He who assists
an odious tyrant, he who declares FOR AN UNJUST 4 oious ty-
AND REBELLIOUS PEOPLE, offends against his rm. Rebel.
duty. When the'bands of the political society 1% PeoPle:
are broken, or at least suspended, between the sovereign
and his people, they may then be considered as
two distinct powers; and since each is inde- et ;':oﬁm
pendent of all foreign authority, nobody has a When distinct
right to judge them. Either may be in the right; ™
and each of those who grant their assistance may believe that
he supports a good cause, It follows then, in virtue of the

1 laws of nati (see Prelim, § 21,) that the two
porties may act as having an e%unl right, and behave accord
1ngly, till the decision of the affair.
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Not 1 be But we ought not to abuse this maxim for su-
purmed tosa  thorizing odious proceedings against the tran-
extreme. quillity of states. ~ It is & violation of the law of
Endestout Y nations fo persuade those subjects to revolt who

cts to 8 1o- lly obey their ign, though they complain
v of his youmment

The practice of formable fo our maxims,
‘When the German Probe:tanta came to the assistance of the
reformed in France, the court never undertook to trest them
otherwisé than as common enemies, and according to the
laws of war. France at the same time assisted the Nether-
lands, which took up arms against 8 and did not pretend
that her s should be consi upon any other footing
Attempt toeg- 108D 88 suxiliaries in s regular war. But no
cite subjects  power avoids complaining of an atrocious injury,
torevolt. if any one attempts by his emissaries to excite his
subjects to revolt.

. As to those monxten wbo under the title of

. the scourges and
horrorolthehummrm ﬂxeseueuvagebenu from
wlnch _every brave msn may JunJv purge the earth. Al

bas elivering the world from
an A.nteus ni’auslru and a Diomedes.

Book 4. Chnp 2. § 14. Afterahtmgth:tmtwnl bave no
right to interfe be proceeds,~* But
this rule does not lude them from the quarrel
ofadethronedkmg,mdmmtmghlm,ﬂrhe-ppenntohne
Jjustice on his side. They shen d | i
to the nation who has acknowledged his rival, as when two
different mations sre st war thzem:thbertyhu-mt that
whose quarre] they think bas

CASE OF ALLIANCES.
POOK IL CHAP. XTL § 196

Tt is asked if that sllisnce subsists with the king, and the
royal family, when by some revolution they are deprived of
tbmmwn? ‘We have lately remarked, (§ ls-i,)ﬂm-penon—
al alliance expires with the reign of bim who contracted
but thatutobenndmtoodofm-ﬂmoevnhthanue,
Limited a8 to its d.lmon,toﬂnmgn of the contracting
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. This of which’ we are here speaking is of another
nature. For though it binds the atate, since it is bound by
all the public acts of its sovereign, it is made _ =~
lirectly in favour of the king and his family; it snee to pre-
would therefore be absurd for it to terminate at erve ;l';‘;x
the moment when they they have need of it, and :
at an event against whick it was made. Besides, the king
does not lose his quality merely by the loss of ging does not
his kingdom. If he is stripped of it unjustly by Joso his qua-
an usurper, or by rebels, he preserves his rights, W e
in the number of which are his alliances. dom.
But who shall j_ugge, if the king be dethroned lnwfullgi(::

b ? An pendent nation acknowledges no judge.
I% the body of the nation declares the king deprived of his
rights by the abuse he has made of them, and deposes him,
it may justly do it when its gri are well founded, and
no other power has a right to censure it. The personal ally
of this king ought not then to assist him against the nation
that has made use of its right in de]gnosing bim: if he at-
tempts it, he injures that nation. gland declared war
against Louis XTIV. in the year 1688, for supporting the

} By the seventh Article of the Treaty of TrirLE ALLIANCE, between
France, England, and Holland, signed at the Hague, in the year 1717, it
is stipulated, * that if the kingd ies, o¥ provinces, of any of the
allies, are disturbed by i I 18, or by rebelli on account o]
the said ! the P, ion to the throne of Grent
Britain, and the succession to the throne of France, as settled by the
treaty of Utrecht,} or under any other pretext whatever, the ally thus in
trouble shall have full right to demand of his allies the succours above
mentioned ;* that is to say, the same succours as in the case of an in-
vasion from any foreign power; 8000 foot and 2000 horse to be furnished
by France or England, and 4000 foot and 1000 horse by the States-
General.

B{ the fourth Article of the Treaty of QuaprupLE ALLIANCE, between
England, France, Holland, and thie emperor of Germany, signed in the
year 1718, the contracting powers “ promise and oblige themselves that
they will and ought to maintain, guarantee, and defend the right and
succession to the kingdom of France, according to the tenor of the
treaties made at Utrecht the 1ith day of April, 1713 ; and this they shall
perform _against all persons whatsoever who may presums to disturd the
order of the said ion, in diction to ious acts and
treaties subsequent thereon.”

‘The above treaties have been revived and confirmed by every subse-
quent treaty of peace betwoen Great Britain and France.—Enir.
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interest of James the Second, who was deposed in form by
the nation. The same country declsred war against him s
second time, at the beginning of the present century, beesuse
that prince acknowledged the som of the James,
Cuso wheretg  ReT the name of James the Third. In doubt-
sidmaybe  ful cases, and when the body of the nation has not
mg;' de- jpronounced, or HAS NOT PROSOUNCED PEEELY, 8
sovereign may naturally support and defend an
slly, and it is then that the voluntary law of nations subsists
between different states. The party that has driven out the
]nndg pretends to have right on its side: this unhappy king
and his ally flatter themselves with having the same advan-
tage; and as they have no common judge upon earth, they
have no other method to take but to apply to arms to ter-
inate the dispute : they therefore engag insfar;‘n;lwar],l
n short, when the foreign prince faith-
i’ fully fulfilled his engagements tf;wm_—da an unfor-
:‘:‘;‘;’T‘Fﬂ‘_ tunate monarch, when he has done in his defence,
or to procure his restoration, all he was obliged
to perform in virtue of the allianee; if his-efforts are in-
effectual, the dethroned prince cannot require him to support
an endless war in his favour, or expect that he will eternally
remain the enemy of the nation, or of the sovereign who has
deprived him of the throne. He must think of , aban-
don the ally, and consider him as having himself abandoned
his right, t[vxrough necessity. Thus Lous XIV. was obliged
to abandon James the Becond, and to acknowledge King
‘William, though he had at first treated him as an usurper.
The same question presents itself in real alliances, and, in
general, in nﬂ alliances made with the state, and not in par-
cmeorde.  ticular with a king for the defence of his person.
fence sgai
suvt  An ally ought, doub'tlo:s, etvo be ﬁlefended q?mlt

v Dy BB B
and even aga;:tyku nballwuaulym,::’tlw same manner &
vepublic ought to be defended against the enterprises of one
twho attempts to destroy the public liberty. But it ought to
be remembered, that sn ally of the state, or the nation, is
not ite judge. If the nation has deposed its king in form;
if the people of s republic have driven out their magistrates
and set themselves at liberty, or acknowledged the suthority
of an usurper, either expresely or tacitly; to oppose these
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domestic regulations, by disputing their justice or validity,
would be to interfere in’the government of the nation, and
to do it an injury (see § 54 and following of this book).
The ally remains the ally of the state, notwithstanding the
change that has happened in it. However, when Case wh

this change renders the alliance useless, dangerous, rea) Misacos
or disagreeable, it may it: for it may meybere
say, upon a good foundation, that it would not )
have entered into an alliance with that nation, had it been
under the present form of government.

‘We may say here, what wo have said on a personal alli-
ance: however just the cause of that king may be, who is
driven from the throne, either by his subjects or by a foreign
usurper; his allies are not obliged to support an
eternal war in his favour. After having made Mot ctemal
ineffectual efforts to restore him, they must at
length give peace to their people, and come to an accommo-
dation with the usurper, and for that purpose treat with him
as with a lawful sovereign. Louis ., exhausted by a
bloody and unsuccessful war, offered at Gertruydenburgh to
abandon his grandson, whom he had placed on the throne of
Spain: -and, when affairs had changed their appearance,
Cgmrles of Austria, the rival of Philip, saw himseif, in his
turn, abandoned by his allies. . They grew weary of exhaust-
ing their states, in order to give him the possession of a
erown, which they believed to be his due, but which, to all
appearance, they should never be able to procure for him.

-

DANGEROUS POWER.
BOOK INI. CHAP. 1L § 45.

It is still easier to prove, that should this for-

midable power betray any unjust and smbitious 47, setions
dispositions, by doing the least injustice to an- '
other, every nation may avail themselves of the ion, and
join theirl;{)rces to those of the party injured, in order to re-
duce that ambitious power, and Sisnble 1t from so easily op-
pressing its neighbours, or keeping them in continual awe and .
fear. For an injug]ﬁives & nation a right to provide for its
future safety, by taking away from the violator the means of
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gpresuxon. It is lawful, and even praise-worthy, o assist
0se who are oppressed, or unjustly attacked.

SYSTEM OF EUROPE.

47. Europe fomu a political system, s body, where the
wh§<)le is d by 1;l1ep Lati ynd dlﬂ'erentymterem of
nations inbabiting this part of the world. It is not, as an-
ciently, a confused heap of detached pieces, each of which
thought iteelf very little coneerned in ihe fate of others, and '
seldom regarded things which did not fmmediately relate to it.
The continual nttentxon of wvemglu to what is on the car-

pet, the of and the
,,..bu, ..,,,, perpetual negotiations, make Europe a hind of a
ad republic, the members of which, though independ-
ent, unite, thmuyh the ties tf common interest,
for the maintenance qf order and kberty.  Hence arose that
famous scheme of the political equilibrium, or balance of

power; by which is understood such s dupontwn of thmq:
as no power is able absolutely to pred
laws to others.

§ 49. Canfedemeowouldbenlumwayofpmervm
the equilibrium, nnd | the I of nations, did
all peqnnm i Mberty , and

mgu.latedlthelrsteplfarthegoodof the state.

CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE ENEMY'S COUNTRY.
BOOK fIL CHAP. IX. § 165.

Instead of the pﬂ]age of the country, and defenceless
places, a custom has been substituted more humane and
more advant tothe ign making war: I mean
that of contributions. Whoever carries om a just war,
has a right of making the enemy’s country contribute to the
support of the army, and towards defraying all the charges
of the wor. Thus be obtsins a part of what is'due to him,
andtbembjealoftheenem‘y on submitting to this im-
position, are d il nndtheeountryilpm-
'Gnnibmmmedbytbel)uho{ﬂm‘m:kml’m Compare
g::mmmnbm by the French in the Netheriands.—
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served: but a general who would not enlly his re- -
putation is to moderate his contributions, and T° Tt
proportion them to those on whom they are im-  * ’
posed. An excess in this point is not without the reproach of
cruelty and inhumanity : if it shows less ferocity than ravage
and destruction, it glares with avarice.

ASYLUM.
nbo‘l. CHAP. XIX. § 232

If an exilo or banished man is driven from his country
for any erime, it does not belong to the nation in which he
has taken refuge to punish him for a fault committed in &
foreign country. For nature gives to mankind and to nations
the right of punishing only for their defence and safety ;
whence it follows that he can only be punished by those
whom he has offended.

. § 233. But this reason shows, that if the justice of each
nation ought in general to be confined to the punishment of
erimes committed within its own territories, we ought to ex-
cept from this rule the villains who, by the quality and
habitual frequene{ of their crimes, violate all'public secur-
ity, and declare ¢ lves the enemies of the buman race.

a

P 3 , and by profe may be
exterminated wherever they are seized; for they attack ,
and injure all nations, by trampling under foot the found-
ations of the common safety. * Thus pirates are brought
to the gibbet, by the first into whose hands they fall. If
the sovereign of the country where those crimes bave
been committed re-claims the authors of them, in order to
bring them to punishment, they ought to be restored to him,
as one who is principally interested in punishing them in an
exemplary manner: and it being proper to convict the guilty,
and to try them according to some form of law; this is a
second [not sole] reason, why malefactors are usually de-
livered up at the desire of the state where their crimes have
been comuitted.

Ibid. § 230. Every nation has a right of refusing to ad-
mit a stranger into the ‘coun;ry, when he canuot enter into

VOL. Ul a



466 ON THE POLICY OF THE ALLIES,

it without putting it into evident danger, or without doing
it a remarkable prejudice.!

FOREIGN MINISTERS.
BOOK IV, CHAP. V. § 66.

The obligation does not go so far as to suffer at sll times,
ual ministers, who are desirous of residing with a
sovereign, though they have notbing to negotiate. It is na-
tural, indeed, and very agreeable to the sentiments which
nations owe to each other, that these resident ministers,
when there is nothing to be feared from their stay, should be’
friendly received ; but if there be any solid reason against
this, what is for the good of the state ought unquestionably
to be preferred ; amf the foreign sovereign cannot take 1t
amise if his minister, who has concluded the affairs of his
commission, and has no other affairs to negotiate, be desired
to depart.? The custom of keeping everywhere ministers
eontinually resident is now so strongly established, that the
refusal of a conformity to it would, without sery good rea-
sons, give offence. These reasons may arise from particular
conjunctures ; but there are also common reasons always
subsisting, and such as relate to the constitution of a govern-~
ment, and the state of a nation. The republics bave often
very good reasons of the latter kind, to excuse themsclves
from continually suffering foreign ministers, who corrupt the
citizens, in order to gain them over to their masters, to the
great prejudice of the republic, and fomenting of the parties,
&c. And should they only diffuse among a nation, formerly
plain, frugal, and virtuous, s taste for luxury, avidity for
money, and the manners of courts, these would be more than
sufficient for wise and provident rulers to dismise them.

! The third srticle of the treaty of triple alliance, and the latter past
of the fourth article of the treaty of quadruple ailisnee, sti that no
kind of refuge or protection shall be given to rebellious sobjects of the
contracting powers.—Eorr.

* Dismmion of M. Chauvelin. —Eprr,



'OBSERVATIONS

ox TR

CONDUCT OF THE MINORITY,

PARTICULARLY

IN THEE LAST BESSION OF PARLIAMENT ; ADDRESSED TO THE -
DUKE OF PORTLAND AND LORD ¥T

1793,

LETTER TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF PORTLAND.

" My DEaz Lozp,

Tue paper, which I take the liberty of sending to
our Grace, was, for the greater part, written during the
ast session. A few days after the prorogation some few
observations were added. I was resolved however to let it
lie by me for a considerable time; that on viewing the mat-

ter at a pro&er distance, and when the sharpness of recent
impressions had been worn off, I might be better able to
form a just estimate of the value of my first opinions.

., I have just new read it over very coolly and deliberately.
My latest judgment owns my first sentiments and reason-

. ings, in their full force, with regard both to persons and

thinga. .

During a period of four years, the state of the world, ex-
eept for some few and short intervals, has filled me with 4
good deal of serious inquietude. I idered a g | war

gainst Jacobine and Jacobinism, as the only possible ch
of saving Europe (and England as included in Europe) from
a truly frightful revolution. For this I have been cenaured,
a8 receiving through wealmess, or spreading through fraud
and artifice, a false alarm. Whatever others may think of
the matter, that alarm, in my mind, is by no means quieted.
The state of affairs abmadzis 1;0!; g0 much mended, a8 to
H
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make me; for one, full of confidence. At home, I see no
abatement whatsoever in the zeal of the partisans of Jaco-
binism towards their cause, nor any cessation in their efforts
to do mischief, What is doing by Lord Lauderdale on the
first scene of Lord George Gordonl actions, and in bis
spirit, is not calculated to my appreh ey
pursue their first object with as much eagerness as ever, but
with more dexterity. Under the plausible name of peace,
by which thsy delude or are deluded, they would debver us
less, to the confederation of J X
whose centre is indeed in France, but whose ra; pvrooeed
every direction throughout the world. I u nd that.
Mr. Coke, of Norfolk, has been lately very
8 disaffection to this war (which we carry on or our bemgg
in the county in which his property gives him so great an
vmﬂuence tutrnlynlmngtoleelohrgespartofthe
o democracys whieh 5 wpenly attacking, or secredly wodom
, which is attacl or secretly u
mining, the system of prop’erty by which mmk’md has
hitherto been governed. But we are not to delude our-
selves. No man ean be connected with a party which
fesses publicly to admire, or may be justly enspected of
secretly abetting, this French olution, wbo must not
be drawn into ite vortex, and become the instrument of ite

designs.
Whulhsvewnttenumtb;mmaof :c,;gybntl}.n;:
given it that form, as being the most respectful
notmndmneedo{my:golongormypnmpla,my
or my wish the paper 1 lay
youancewbewnnderedumymoatdehbm,mlm
and even test. st t|
doctrines which lnve{utherto yroduwdlomud: mischief in
the world, and which will mfalhbly prodnee more, and
poesibly . It ismy p
'hnchlomehxvebeenhngbttolooknponthnheobmm
test at home, as an ordinary party squabble about place or
Ppatronage ; mtltoregu\iﬂmebm'arabmdusm
manwnrnbontmdewterntornlboundam-,ornbontl
polmdbahnneofpowermgnnluplomm
above all, it is my i per
dmmwatM,vwammmm
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ciples, may on Tators] : Jorat) be o 1.3
enemies ; and those who, in this perilous erisis of all human
affairs, differ from us fund tally and practically, as onr
best friends. Thus persons of great importance may be
made to turn the whole of their influence to the destruction
of their principles.

I now make it my humble request to your Grace, ihat
you will not give any sort of answer to the paper I send, or
to this letter, except barely to let me know that you have
received them. I even wish that at present you may not
read the paper which I trensmit; lock it np in the drawer of
your library table; and when a day of compulsory reflection
comes, then be pleased to turn to it. Then remember that
your Grace had a true friend, who bad, comparatively with
men of your description, a very small interest in opposing
the modern system of morality and policy ; but who, under
every discoursgement, was faithful to public duty and to
private friendship. I shall then probably be dead. I am
sure I do not wish to live to see such things, But whilst I .
do live, I.shall pursue the same course; althongh my merits
should be taken for unpardonable faults, and as such avenged
not only on myself, but on m osterit{.

Adien, my dear Lord; mdy & me the justice to believe
me ever, with most; sincere respect, veneration, and affection.
ate attachment, Your Grace's most faithful friend,

and most obedient humble servant,

EDMUND BURKE.
Beacongfield, Sept. 29, 1798, :

OBSERVATIONS, &c.

APPROACHING towards the close of a long period of public
service, it is natural I should be desirous to stand well (I
hope I do stand tolerably well) with that public, which, with
whatever fortune, I have endeavoured faithfully and zealously
to eerve.

I am also not a little anxious for some place in the estima-
tion of the two persons to whom I address this paper.. I
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have always acted with them, and with those whom they res
present. To my knowledge, I have not deviated, no, not in
the minutest point, from their opinions and principles. Of
late, without any alteration in their sentiments, or in mine,
a difference of a very unusual nature, and which, under
the circumstances, it is not easy to describe, bas arisen bes
tween us.

In my journey with them through life, I met Mr. Fox in
my ; and I travelled with him very cheerfully as long
ashe appeared to me to pursue the same direction with thosa
in whose company I set out. In the latter stage of ouns
grogreu, a new scheme of liberty and equality was prod

uced in the world, which either dazzled his imagination, or!
was suited to some new walks of ambition, which were then
‘opened to his view. The whole frame and fashion of his
politics appear to have suffered about that time s very ma~
terial alteration. It is about three years since, in conse-
q of that extraordinary change, that, after a pretty
long preceding period of distance, coolness, and want of
confidence, if not total alienation on his part, a complete
public separation bas been made between that gentleman
and me. . Until lately the breach between us appesred re-
parable. I trusted that time and reflection, and a decisive
experi of the mischiefs which have flowed from the pro-
ceedings and the system of France, on which our difference
had ansen, as well as the known sentiments of the best and
wisest of our common friends upon thst subject, would
have brought him to a safer way of thinking. ~Several of
his friends saw no ity for keeping things in & proper
train after this excursion of his, but in the re-union of the
y on ita old grounds, under the Duke of Portland. Mr.

ox, if be pleased, might have been comprehended in that
system, vn'tE the rank and consideration to which his grest
talente entitie him, and indeed must secure to him in any
mymngementthstwddbemldc. The Duke of Port-
knows how much I wished for, and how earnestly 1
laboured, that re-umion, and upon terms that might every
way be h ble and advantag to Mr. Fos. His eon-
duct in the last session has extinguished these for ever.

Mr. Fox has dately publisﬁ in print a defence of his
eouduct. On taking into ideration that defe s so-
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ciety of gentlemen, called the Whig Club, thought proper
to come to the following resolution—* That their confidence
in Mr. Fox is confirned, strengthened, and increased, by
the calumnies against him.” : )

To that resolution my two noble friends, the Duke of Port-

land and Lord Fitzwiliam, have given their concurrence.
- The calumnies supposed in that resolution can be nothing
else than the objections taken to Mr. Fox’s conduct in this’
session of parliament; for to them, and to them alone, the
resolution refers. I am one of those who have publicly and
strongly urged those objections. I hope I shall be thought
only to do what is y to my justification, thus pub-
licly, solemnly, and heavily censured by those whom I most
value and esteem, when I firmly contend that the objections’
which I, with many others of the friends to the Duke of
Portland, have made to Mr. Fox’s conduet, are not calum-
nies, but founded on truth ; that they are not few, but many ;
and that they are not light and.trivial, but, in a very high
degree, serious and important.
hat I may avoid the imputation of throwing out, even
I)rivntely, any loose, random imputati gainst the pub-
ic conduct of & gentleman, for whom I once entertained a
very warm affection, and whose abilities I regard with the
ﬂrentest admiration, I will put down, distinctly and articu-
lately, some of the matters of objection which I feel to his
late doctrines and proceedings, trusting that I shall be able
to demonstrate to the friends whose good opinion I would
still cultivate, that not levity, nor caprice, nor less defensible
- motives, but that very grave reasons, influenced m judg-
ment. I think that the spirit of his late proceedings is
wholly alien to our national policy, and to the peace, to the
prosperity, and to the legal liberties, of this nation, accord-
ing to our ancient domestic and appropriated mode of holding
fient,

Viewing things in that light, my confidence in him is not
increased, but totally destroyed, by those proceedings. I
cannob conceive it a matter of honour or duty, (but the di-
rect contrary,) in any member of parliament to continue
systematic opposition for the purpose of putting government
under difficulties, until Mr. I}:)x (with a.lf his present ideas)
shall have the principsl direction of affairs placed in his
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hands ; and until the t body of administration iwith
their idess and measures) is of eourle overturned an
solved.
Tocometoparhcu]m
1. The laws snd constitution of tbe kmgdom mtruut the
MIehmkdm "I.‘h e ot "bed of the lgnlprcro-
to the king. is is an undis the le,
i‘ahve of the crown. Howevgrn notp:xl;thstandmg this, Mr.
‘ox, without the knnwledgeorpm-tm ation of any one
son in the House of Commons, with w| omh:;‘:lvu
[/ ciple, in matters of del importance,
E?’P‘ft,"'pm 8 icat tboughl;mypmpertolener
Admruhmrepreammhvemdmthhu her, to St
Petersburg, there to frustrate the objects which the
minister from the erown was aut] to treat. He suc-
ecedod in this his.design, and did sctually frustrate the
s minister in some of the objects of his negotiation.

P ing of Mr. Fox does not (as I conceive)
amount to sbsolute high treason; Russis, though on bad
@do:'otmthen declaredly st -war with this

ut sproeeedmgu,m » not very remote
frmgthntoﬂ'ence,mdu ""‘,lmont itu-
tional act, snd s high t; ble misd
Thelegmmatemdmmodeoleommﬁm between
this nation and f d uneennn.}y;
C:

to give to an i an influence directly agsinst the go-
vemmentofhnwunt?hmnfomg:'wnﬁ,humndenhlghf
into foreign courts in our
Wlﬂ'm'l. Mm ﬂﬂ% from which, before this
Englmd'ummﬁeeﬂ:mmyothﬂnatm No-
thmganpm-ervemfmmtb‘tenl—vhwh connecis cabi-
net facti with factions here—but the
keepmg-aedtheav'u,utﬂeon]yd:mndolmm
tion with every other nation.
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This proceeding of Mr. Fox has given a strong countenance
and an encouraging example to the doctrines and practices
of the Revolution and Constitutional Societies, and of other
- mischievous societies of that description, who, without any
legal authority, and even without any corporate capacity, are
in the habit of proposmg, and, to the best of their power,
of fo leagues and al with France,

This proueedmg, whlch ought to be reprobated on all the
, is, in a more marrow view
of thm not less rehenslble It tends to the prejudice
of the whole of th:ef)uke of Portland’s late party, by die-

the principles upon which they supporte . Fox
in the ussian. business, as if they, of that party also, had
d in their parl t pgosmon, on the same
mlschxevous principles which actuated Mr Fox in sending
Mr. Adair on his embassy.
2. Very soon after his aend.mg this embassﬁ to Russia, ﬂmt
mthes ring of 1792, a
wna formevf iondon, callmg itself by the nmbmous and in-
vidious title of % The Friends of the People.’ It was com-
posed of many of Mr. Fox’s own most_intimate, personal,
and party frienda, Jomed to & very considerable art of the

of those tions called the Revo-
lution Society, and the Conmtuhonal Bocie Mr. Fox
must have been well d of the prog of that soci ty,

m every one of its steps; if not of the very ongm of it. I
y waa informe: of both, who had no connexion with
the deslgn, directly or di “ His infl over the
who d the leading part in that association
was, and is, unbounded. I hear tTm.t he expressed some dis-
approbation of this club in one case, (that of Mr. St. John,)
where his conseni was formally uked yet he mever at-
tempted seriously to put a stop to the nssocmhon, or fo dis-
avow it, or to control, check, or modify it in any way what-
soever., If he had pleased without difficulty, he might have
d it in its b c' g, H , he did not only
not press it in its begi but encoumged it in every
part of its progress, at that parhmlnr time, when Jacobin
clubs (under the very same, or similar titles) were making
such dreadful havoe in & country not thirty miles from the
coast of England, and when every motive of moral prudence
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called for the di g t of societies formed for the in-
crease of popular pretensions to power and direction.

8. When the proceedings of this Society of the Friends of
the People, as well as others acting in the same spirit, had
caused a very serious alarm in the mind of the Duke of Port-
Iand, and of many good patriots, he publicly, in the House
of Commons, treated thewr apprehensions and eonduct with
.the greatest msperity and ridicule. He condemned and
vilified, in the most insulting snd ountrageous terms, the pro-
clamation issued by government on that occasion——though
‘he well knew, that it had passed through the Duke of Port-
land’s hands, that it had received his fullest approbation,
and that it was the result of an actual interview between
that noble duke and Mr. Pitt. During the discussion of its
merits in the House of C Mr. Fox court. d snd
justified the chief promoters of that iation ; and be re~
ceived, in return, a public assurance from them of an inviol-
able adherence to bim, singly and E:samlly. On aceount of
thia proceeding, a very great number (I presume to say not
the least grave and wise part) of the Duke of Portland's
friends in parlisment, and many out of parliament, who sre
of the same deseription, have b parated from that time
4o this from Mr. Fox’s particular cabal; very few of which
eabal are, or ever have, 8o much as pretended to be attached
to the Duke of Portland, or to pay any respect to him or his
opinions.

P;?At the beginning of this session, when the sober part of
the nation was a second time generally and justly alarmed st
the progress of the French arms on the continent, and at
the spreading of their horrid principles and cabals in Eng-
land, Mr. Fox did not (as had usual in cases of far less
moment) call fﬁther any meeting of the Duke of Portland’s
friends in the House of Commons, for the purpose of taking

ir opmion on the conduct to be p d in parli t
ot that eritieal juncture. He concerted his measures (if
with any persons at all) with the friends of Lord Lansdowne,
and those calling themselves Friends of the People, and
others not in the smallest degree sttached to the Duke of
Portland; by which conduct he m'lfull}’ gave up (in my
pinion) ail pretensions to be idered as of that party,
and much more to be considered as the leader and mouth of
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it in the House of Commons. This could not give much en-
couragement to those who had been separated from Mr, Fox,
on account of his conduct on the first proclamation, to rejoin
that party. o

5. &'ot having consulted any of the Duke of Portland’s
party in the House of Commons; and not baving consulted
‘them, because he had reason to know, that the course he had
resolved to pursue would be highly disagreeable to them, he
represented the alarm, which was a second time given and
taken, in still more invidious colours than those in which he
painted the alarms of the former year. He described those
alarms in this manner, although the cause of them was then
grown far less equivocal, and far more urgent. Ho even
went so far as to treat the supposition of the growth of a
Jacobin spirit in England as a libel on the nation. Asto
the danger from abroad, on the first day of the session, he
said litt%e or nothing upon the subject. He cont d hime
self with defending the ruling factions in France, and with
accusing the public councils of this kingdom of every sort of
evil design on the liberties of the people; declaring distinctly,
strongly, and precisely, that the whole danger of the nation
was from the growth of the power of the crown. The policy
of this declaration was obvious. It was in subservience to
the general plan of disabling us from takin ani steps against
France. To counteract the alarm given by the progress of
Jacobin arms and principles, he end ed to excite an

pposit mn ing the growth of the power of the .

crown, If that alarm should prevail, he knew that the
nation never would be brought by arms to oppose the growth
of the Jacobin empire; because it is obvious that war does, -
in its very nature, itate.the C iderably to
strengthen the hands of government; and if that strength
should itself be the object of terror, we could have no war.

6. In the extraordinary and violent apeeches of that day,
he attributed all the evils which the puglic had suffered, to
the proclamation of the preceding ; though he spoke
in presence of the Duke of Portland's own son, the Marquis
of Titchfield, who had seconded the address on that pro-
clamation; and in presence of the Duke of Portland’s bro-
ther, Lord Edward Bentinck, and several others of his best
friends and nearest relations. ' )
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7.0n tlmt day, tlmt is, on the 13th of December, 1792,
e prop to the address, which stands on
the journals of the House, nnd which is, perhapl, the most
extraordinary record which ever did stand upon them. To
;f“ d thm d }nhhe not only struck out the pnt
14 lluded o insurrect;
the gmmui of the objections which he took to the kgulxty of
which I must ever
think litigious and sophistical,) “but he likewise struck out
that pare which related to the cabals and conspiracies of the
French é}a‘ctwu in England, although their practices and cor-
respon euwereofpublwnotoﬂety Mr. Cooper and
Mr. Watt: had been d d from Manchester to the Jaco-
bins. These smb were ived by them as British
representatives, Other deputations of English had been
received at the bar of the Nationsl Assembly. They had
gone the length of giving supplies to the Jacobin armies;
and they in return had received promises otmlhtaryauut-
ance fa forwnrd thelr designs in England. A regu]ar cor-
the two nations had also been
mrnedonbysometwsmlnndonmth s grest number of the
Jacobin societies in Prance. This correspondence bad also
fonhobjectthe tend t of the British con-
itution.—What is th:fn;,ost ‘remarkable, h.:tdd‘:’ m}li:h ;b
more mischievous proceedings ¢! Y, 'ox
likewise struck onr:zrvtcryth in the address which related
o the tokens of ambition given by France, her aggressions upon
our allies, and the sudden and dangerous growth of her power
:K: every side ; and instead of all those weighty, and, st
neeeulrymntten,bywhwhtheﬂannof(}ommom
m(mammhuperhspuEnmpemernood) to glve
sssurances to our allies, strength to our government.
check to the common enemy of Europe, be substituted no-
thing but s erimi ge on the conduct of the British
government for mllmi“p-rhnment together, and an engage-
ment to inguire into t
8 If it pleuedGodtomﬂ'erhnntomeceedmthu
his project for the dment to the address, he would for
everbaverumedthunmon,:longmﬂ:themtof Europe.
At home sll the Jacobin societies, formed for the utter de-
struction of our constitution, would have lifted up their heads,
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which had been beaten down by the two proclamations,
Those societies would have been infinitely strengthened
and multiplied in every quarter; their dangerous foreiin
communications would have been left broad and open; the
crown would not have been authorized to take any measure
what for our i diate def by sea or land. The
elosest, the most natural, the nearest, and, at the same time,
from many internal as well as external circumstances, the
weakest of our allies, Holland, would have been given up,
‘bound band and foot, to France, just on the point of invadin,

republic. A g 1 tion would have seize
upon all Europe ; and all alliance with every other power, ex-
cept France, would have been for ever rendered impracti-
mgle tous. X think it impossible for any man, who regards
the dignity and safety of bis country, or indeed the common
safety of mankind, ever to forget Mr. Fox’s proceedings in
that tremendous crieis of all human affairs.

9. Mr. Fox very soon had reason to be apprized of the

meral dislike of the Duke of Portland’s friends to this con-

uct. Some of those who had even voted with him, the day
after their vote expressed their abh of his dment,
their sense of its inevitable tendency and their total aliena-
tion from the principles and maxims npon which it was made ;
{et, the very next day, that is, on Frigay the 14th of Decem-

er, he brought on what in effect was the very same business,
and on the same principles, a second time.

10. Although the House does not usually sit on Saturday,
he a third time brought on another gropomtion, in the same
spirit, and pursued it with so much heat and perseverance as
to sit into Bunday ; a thing not known in parliament for

many years. I
11 In all these motions and debates he wholly deparied
from all the political principles relative to France, (considered
merely as & state, and independent of its Jacobin form of
government,) which had hitﬁim been held fundamental in .
this country, and which he had himself held more strongly
than any man in parliament. He at that time studiously
separated bimself trom those to whose sentiments he used to
profess no small re, although those sentiments were
ublicly declared. had then no concern in the party,
wving been for some time, with all outrage, excluded from
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it; but on general principles, I must say, that a person who
assumes to be leader of a party composed of freemen and of
gentlemen ought to %ay some degree of deference to their
feelings, and even to their prejudices. He ought to have some
degree of management for their credit and influenee in their
country. He showed so very little of this delicacy, that he
compared the alarm raised inthe minds of the Duke of Port.
land’s party, (which was bis own,) an alarm in which th
sym atglized with the greater part of the nation, to the panic
produced by the pretended Popish plot in the reign of Charles
the Second—decribing it toie. as that was, a contrivance
of knaves, and believed only by well-meaning dupes aund
madmen. ’
12. The Monday following (the 17th of December) he
P d the same conduct. %be means used in England to
co-operate with the Jacobin army in politics agreed with
their modes of proceeding ; I allude to the mischievous
writings circulated with much industry and success, as well
a8 the seditious clubs, which at that time added not a little
to the alarm taken by observing and well-informed men.
The writings and the clubs were two evils which marched
together.. Mr. Fox di d the test possible dispo.
sition to favour and countenance the one as well as the
other of these two grand instraments of the French system.
‘He would hardly consider any political writinitwha':'soevgr
as a libel, or as a fit object of prosecution. 8 time in
which the has been the grand instrument of the subver-
sion of order, of morals, of religion, and I may say of human
society itself, to carry the doctrines of its liberty higher
than ever it has been known by its most extravagant as-
sertors even in France, gave occasion to very serious reflec-
tions. Mr, Fox treated the iations for p ting these
libels, as tending to prevent the improvement of the boman
mind, and as a mobbish tyranny. He thought to
compare them with the riotous assemblies of Lord George
Gordon in 1780, declaring that be had advised his friends in
‘Westminster to sign the associations, whether they agreed
to them or not, in order that they might avoid destruction
3o their persons or their houses, or a desertion of their shops.
This insidious adrice tended to confound those who wished
well to the object of the amsociation, with the seditious.
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against whom the association was directed. By this strata-

gem, the confederacy intended for preserving the British

constitution and the public peace, would be wholly defeated.
" The magistrates, utterly incapable of distingnishing the friends
from the enemies of order, would .in vain look for support
when they stood in the greatest need of it. .

13. Mr. Fox's whole conduct, on this occasion, was with.
out example. The very morning after these violent declam.
ations in the House of C gainst the iati
(that is, on Tuesday the 18th,) he went himself to a meet-
ing of St. George’s parish, and there signed an association
of the nature and tendency of those he had the night before
80 vehemently condemned ; and several of his particular and
most intimate friends, inhabitants of that parish, attended
and signed along with him.

14, Immediately after this extraordinary step, and in
order perfectly to defeat the ends of that association against
Jacobin publications, (which, contrary to his opinions, he
had promoted and signed,) & mischievous society was form-
ed under his auspices, called, the Friends of the Liberty of
the Press, Their title groundlessly insinuated, that the
freedom of the press had lately suffered, or was mnow
threatened with some violati This society was only, in
reality, another modification of the society calling itself the -
Friends of the People, which in the preceding summer had
caused 80 much uneasiness in the' Duke of Portland’s
mind, and in the minds of several of his friends. This new
society was composed of many, if not most, of the mem-
bers of the club of the Friends of the People, with the ad-
dition of a vast multitude of others (such as Mr. Horne
Tooke) of the worst and most seditious dispositions that
could be found in the whole kingdom. In the first meeting
of this club, Mr. Erskine took the lead, and directly (without
any disavowal ever since on Mr. Fox's part) made use of his
name and authority in favour of its formation and purposes.
In the same meeting Mr. Erskine had thanks for his defence
of Paine, which amounted to a complete avowal of that Ja~
cobin incendiary; else it is impossible to know how Mr.
Erskine should have deserved such marked applauses for
acting merely as a lawyer for his fee, in the ordinary course
of his profession. e Do
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15 Indeed Mr. Fox appeared the general patron of all

s and proceearlg; ‘When Lord Edward Fitz

ferul othur , for practices of the most dangerous
md, in an in Londml, were removed from the ﬁng’
Mr. Fox took occssion, in the House of Commons,

henvily to censure that act as unjust and oppressive, and
tending to make officers bad citizens. There were few, how-
ever, who d:dnnt call for some such measures on the part of

a8 of absol ity for the ki ﬁwml
uafety, as well as that of the pubhc snd nothing but the
mutaken lemty (with which such practices were rather dis-
bed) could ibly deserve repre~

hension in what was done with regnnro' those gentlemen.
16. Mr. Fox, regularly and systematically, and with s
diligence long unusnal to him, did everything he eould to
eountenance the same principle of fraternity and connexion
with the Jacobins abroad, and the Bahonal Convention of
France, for which these officers had been removed from the
Ghu.lrds. hfurwhenlbﬂl‘()feeblemd hxmdeed,mtlf;r
short of ¢ the eonjuncture) was brought
in for mmm"gmmt of the hngdom the emissaries of France,
Mr Foxogponed:tmhdlhumgbt He pursoed a vehe-
ment and detailed opp to it, th ‘Llllmnagel,

itasa y to the existing treaties
between Grest Britain and France ; as s violstion of the law
ofmtwns,lndnmamngeonthe charter itself.
17. In the same manner, snd wit theumehmt,he
poeedsbll], which (bhangh awkward and inartificial in ite
nﬁt 'uem:tllpnnm ple, snd was
]neeedentedmtbe hma,md-bno lynwe-urﬁu
that juncture,—1 mean the Trai
t‘aememstbeenmy, dered by
thelmhofxmlﬁchmmd com would
have been (had Mr. Fox )enabledtoarryonthe
war against us by our own resourecs. For this that
:_:emywouldhuehadh'ungmﬂmdhnitonmthcw

18. Wbenstlengthwwuml]ydeelandbythe
h" anneeu'Ath 2! %
1] 'e!e dmough

Au&hnd,mroxummmthmgh u.nhd.
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of the proceedings, to discredit the mational honour and
justice, and to throw the entire blame of the war on parlia-
ment, and on his own country, as acting with violence,
haughtiness, and want of equity. He frequentl{ asserted,
both at the time and eéver since, that the war, though de.
clared by France, was provoked by us, and that it was wholly
, and fund tally unjust, o
19. He hus lost no opportunity of railing, in the most
virulent manner, and in the most unmeasured ' language, at
every foreign power with whom we could now, or at any
time, contract any useful or effectual alliance against France,
declaring that he hoped no alliance with those powers was .
made, or was in & train of being made! He always express-
ed himeelf with the utmost horror concerning such alliances,
80.did all his phalanx. Mr, Bheridan in particular, after
one of his invectives against those powers, sitting by him,
said, with manifest marke of his approbation, that if we
must go to war, he had rather go to war alone than with
such allies.
20. Immediately after the French declaration of war
gainst. us, parli t add d the king in support of the-
war against them, as just and necessary, and provoked as
well as formally declared against Great Britmn. He did
not divide the House upon this ; yebhe i diatel
followed this our eol parli tary engag t to the
king, with a motion Eropouin a set of resolutions, the effect
of which was, that the two Houses were to load themselves
with every kind of reproach for having made the address,
which they had just carried to the throne. He commenced
this long string of criminatory resolutions against his coun-
try, (if %(iug, %ords, and Commons of Great Britain, and a
decided majority without doors, are his country,) with a de-
claration aqainst intermeddling in the interior concerns of
France. The purport of this resolution of non-interference
i8 a thing unexampled in the history of the world, when one
nation has been actually at war with another.  The best
writers on the law of nitions give no sort of countenance to
his doctrine of non-interference, in the extent and manner in
which he used it, even when thers ts no war. When the war
' 1t is an exception, that in one of his last speeches, (but not before,)

Mr. Fox seemed to think an alliance with Spain might be proper.
voL, It . 312
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exists, not one authority is against it in all its latitude. His
doctrine is equally contrary to the enemy’s uniform practice,
who, whether in peace or in'war, makes it his great aim not
only to change the government, but to e an entire
revolution in the whole of the social order in every country.

The object of the last of this extraordinary string of resolu-
tions moved by Mr. Fox, was to advise the crown mot to
enter into such an engzgement with any foreign power, 50 as
to hinder us from making a separate peace with France, or
which might tend to enable any of those powers to introduce
8 government in that country, other than such ss those
persons, whom he calls the people of France, shall choose to
establish. In short, the whole of these resolutions appeared
to lmvedlbut one d;iﬁ«—namely, the sacrifice d:: on;[ ol\;‘m do-
mestie dignity and safety, and the independence ro|
to the sug;l)tr{ of this strange mixture of anarchy and g;:
ranny which prevails in France, and which Mr. Fox and his
party were pleased to call a gover t. The i diat

q of these was (by an example, the ill
effects of which, on the whole world, are not to be calculated)
to secure the robbers of the innocent nobility, gmtr‘v, and
ecclesiastics of France, in the enjoyment of the spoil they
have made of the estates, houses, and goods of their fellow-
citizens,

21. Not eatisfied with moving these resolutions, tending
to confirm this horrible tyranny and robbery, snd with actu-
ally dividing the House on the first of the string which
they com in a few days afterwards he encouraged and
-upWGrey in producing the very same string in s
new form, and in moving, under the shape of an address of
parliament to the erown, another virnlent libel on all its own
proeeedings in this seesion, in which not only all the
‘of the resolutions was again travelled over, but much new
inflam matter was introduced. In particular, s charge
was made, 1] GrentBritainhdnotixl::;posedtoprvvent
the last partition of Poland. On this the party dwelt
very largely, and very vehemently. fr. Fox’s intention, in
the choice of this extraordinary topic, was evident enough.
He well knows two things ; first, that no wise or hovest man
can approve of that partition, or can eontemplate it without

icati ischief from it to ail countries st

b4 -
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some future time. Secondly, he knows quite as well, that,
let our opinions on that partition be what tbemill. England,
by itself,+is not in a situation to .afford to Poland any assist-
ance whatsoever. The purpose of the introduction of Polish -
politics into this discussion was not for the sake of Poland;
1t was to throw an odium upon those who are obliged to
decline the cause of justice from their impossibility of sup~-
porting a cause which they approve; ss if we, who think
more strongly on this subject than he does, were of a party
gainst Poland, b we are obliged to act with some. of
the authors of that injustice, against our enemy,
France. But the great and leniing purpose of this intro-
duction of Poland mnto the debates on the French war, was
to divert the public attention from what was in our power,
that is, from & steady co-operation against France, to a quar.
rel with the allies for the sake of a Polish war, which, for
any useful purpose to Poland, he knew it was out of our
power to make. If England can touch Poland ever so re-
motely, it must be through the medium of slliances. But
by attacking all the combined powers together for their sup-
posed unjust aggression upon France, he bound them by
8 new , not separately to join England for
the rescue of Poland. The proposition could only mean to
do what all the writers of his party in the Morning Chronicle
have aimed at persuading the public to, through the whole
of the last autumn and winter, and to this hour; that is, to
sn alliance with the Jacobins of France, for the pretended
r;rpose of succouring Poland. This curious project would
ve to Great Britain no other ally in all Europe, except its
old enemy, France.

22. Mr, Fox, after the first day’s discussion on the ques-
tion for the address, was at length driven to admit—(to ad-
mit rather than to urge, and that very faintly) that France
had discovered ambitious views, which none of his partisans,
that I recollect, (Mr. Sheridan excepted,) did, however, either
urge or admit. What is remarkable enough, all the points

dmitted against the Jacobine were brought to bear in their

favour as much as those in which they were defended. For

when Mr. Fox admitted that the conduct of the Jacobins

did discover ambition, he always ended his admission of their

. ambitions views by an apoloagy ﬁfor them, insisting, that the
i

+
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: u.mveraally hostile disposition shown to them rendered their
ition a sort of d pohcy Thus, on wmverroadl
he travelled, they all t
tion of their pretended republic, nnd in the plan of sen(i’mg
‘an ambassador to it. This was the burthen of all his song—
“Everything which we could reasonably ho[lx;e:'vrom wafr,
would be obtained from treaty.” It is to be ed, how-
ever, that, in all these debates, Mr. Fox never once stated to
the House upon what ground it was he eomceived, that all
the objects of the Fronch system of: united fansticism snd
ambition would instantly be given up, whenever England
should think fit to a treaty. On proposing so
utnl;ie a recognition, and so bumiliating an embassy as he
he was bound to produoe his anthority, if any su-
thority he had. He ought to have done this the rather, be-
ea.useIaan,mlz his first i and in bis snswers
to Lord Grenville, defen on principle, not on_temporary
convenience, every'thmg which was objected to France, snd
showed not the smallest disposition to venpmvoneo[the
points in discussion. Mr. Fox must have known, that
theeonventwnhadpusedtotbeorderoftheda! o'nspro—
Pposition to give some sort of ex
the hostile icree of the lBth of havember for exciting in-
» decroe known to be peculiarly
tedth-reutBntmn. Thewholepfooeedmgofthe
K:wh ndm:mstmtwnwmtbe most, remote that could be
g auy tion of 8 pacific disposi-
tion; brdﬂ:everyt:memwhwhltvu pretended tlut
the ¥ hich B Fon wes gt & Seaty wih
the very time in w] Ox Was L]
;’;em,e;’ot content with refusing s ﬁﬂm of the d.eme
blishad ¢ or.
meoftbelﬁthofh]?eeember 1792, brdlwrgumzmgevery
country in Europe, into which they should on any oceasion
set their foot ; and on the 25th and 30th of the same month,
tbeywlemnly,md,onthelﬂofthe-edayl,ymlly
contfirmed that decree.

%ButMrFoxlndlnmselffakm eare in the
he proposed that France should notbe obhged
to make

great to ber
hon—-fwmzhdluddownonegml,mpnhenmamh
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with him (as he said) constant and inviolable. This rule, in
fact, would not only bave left o the faction in France all the
property and power they had usurped at home, but most, if
not all, of the conquests, which by their atrocious perfidy
and violence they had made abroad. The principle laid
down by Mr. Fox is this, “ that every state, in the conclusion
of a war, has a right to avail itself of its conquests towards an
tndemnification.”” This principle (true or false) is totally
contrary to the policy which this country has pursued with
France, at various periods, particularly at the treaty of
Ryswick, in the last-century, and at the treaty of Aix-la-
C! Ezlle, in this, Whatever the merits of his rule may be,
in the eyes of neutral judges it is a rule which no statesman
before him ever laid down in favour of the adverse power
with whom he was to negotiate. The adverse party himself
may safely be trusted to take care of his own aggrandize-
ment. But (as if the black boxes of the several parties had
been exchanged) Mr. Fox’s English ambassador, by some
odd mistake, would find himself charged with the concerns
of France. If we were to leave France aa she stood at the
time when Mr. Fox proposed to treat with her, that formid
able power must have been infinitely strengthened, and
almost every other power in Europe as much weakened, by
the extraordinary. basis which he laid for a treaty. Fo
Avignon must go from the pope; Savoy (at least) from the
king of Sardinia, if not Nice. Liege, Mentz, Salm, Deux
Ponts, and Bile, must be separated from Germany. O
this side of the Rhine, Liege (at least) must be lost to thi
empire, and added to France. Mr. Fox’s general principl
fi Evl covered all this. How much of these territories cams
within his rule, he never attempted to define. He kept :
profound silence as to Germany. As to the Netherlands, h
was-something more explicit. He said (if T recollect right
that Fronce, on that side, might expect something toward
strengthening her frontier. As to the remaining parts of th
Netherlands, which he supposed France might consent t
swrender, he went so far as to declare that England ough
not to permit the emperor to be rep d of the ind
of the ten Provinces, but that the people should choose suc
8 form of intlhef;endent government as they liked. This prc
position of Mr. Fox was just the arrangemeni which the
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usurpation in France had all along proposed to make. As
the circumstances were at that time, and have been ever
since, his proposition folly indicated what gov t the
Flemings must have in the stated extent of what was left to
them. A government so set up in the Netherlands, whether
compulsory, or by the choice of the sans-culottes, (who he
well knew were to be the real electors, and the sole electors,)
in whatever name it was to exist, must evidently depend for
ite existence, as it had dome for its original formation, on
France. In reality, it must have ended in that point, to
which, piece by piece, the French were then actually bring-
ing all the Netherlands; that is, an incorporation with
France, as & body of new departments, just as Savoy and
Liege, and the rest of their pretended independent 1
sovereignties, have been united to their republic. Such sn
srrangement must have destroyed Austria ; it must bave left
Holland always at the mercy of France; it must totally and
for ever cut off all political ication bet: England
and the continent. Such must have been the situation of
Euroge, according to Mr. Fox’s system of politics, however
laudable his p ] motives may have been in proposing
80 complete a change in the whole system of Great Britain,
with regard to all the continental powers.

24. After it had been generally supposed that all public
business was over for the session, and that Mr. Fox bad ex-
hausted all the modes of pressing this French scheme, be
thought proper to take a step beyond every expectation, snd
wlﬂ?:f d ted his derful eag and
verance in his cause, as well as the nature and true cha-
racter of the canse itself. This step was taken by Mr.
Fox immediately after his giving his assent to the grant of
supply voted to him by Mr. Serjeant Adair and & committes
of gen who assumed fo themselves to act in the name
of the public. In the instrument of his acceptance of this
grant Mr. Fox took occasion 1o assure them, that he wonld
always persevere in the same eonduct which had d to
him s0 honourable a mark of the public nppmgation. He
was as good as his word.

25. It was not long before an pity was found, or
made, for proving the sincerity is professions, and de-
monstrating his gratitude to those who bad given publie
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‘and unequivocal marks of their approbation of his late con-
duct. 3ne of the most virnlent of the Jacobin faction,
Mr. Gurney, a banker of Norwich, bad sll along distin-*
guished himself by his French politics. By the means of
this gentleman, and of his associates of the same descrip-
tion, one of the most insidious and dangerous hand-bills that
ever was seen had been circulated at Norwich against the war,
drawn up in an hypocritical tone of compassion for the poor.
This address to.the populace of Norwich was to play in con-
cert with an address to Mr. Fox; it was signed by Mr.
Gurney and the higher part of the French fraternity in that
town. In this paper Mr. Fox is applauded for his t
th hout the eession, and requested, before the proroga-
tion, to make & motion for an immediate peace with France.
26. Mr. Fox did not revoke to this suit: he readily and
thankfully undertook the task assigned to him. Not content,
however, with merely falling in with their wishes, he pro-
posed a task 'on his part to the gentlemen of Norwich, which
was, that they should move the people without doors to
petition against the war. He eaid, that, without such as-
sistance, little good could be expected from anything he
might attempt within the walls of the House of Commons.
In the mean time, to snimate his Norwich friends in their
endeavours to besiege parliament, he snatched the first op-
portunity td give motice of & motion, which he very soon
after made, namely, to address the crown to make peace
with France. The address was o worded as to co-operate
with the hand-bill in bringing forward matter calculated to
inflame the manufacturers throughout the kingdom. ’
27. In support of his motion, he declaimed in the most
virulent etrain, even beyond any of his former invectives,
against every power with whom we were then, and are now,
gcting against France. In the moral fornm, some of these
powers certainly deserve all the ill he said of them; but the
political effect nimed at, evidently was to turn our indigna-
tion from France, with whom we were at war, upon Russia,
or Prussia, or Austria, or Sardinia, or all of them together.
In consequence of his kmowledge that we could not effectu-
ally do without them, and his resolution that we should not
act with them, be proposed, that having, as he asserted, “ ob-
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tained the only avowed object of the war, (the evacuation of
Holland,) we ought to conclude an instant pesce.”

28. Mr. Fox could not be ignorant of the mistaken basis
upon which his motion was grounded. He was not ignor-
ant, that, though the attempt of D ier on Hol]m:ﬁ,n 80
very near succeeding,) and the navigation of the Scheld, (a
part of the same piece,) were among the immediate causes, the
were by no means the only causes alleged for parliament’s
taking that offence at the proceedings of France, for which
the Jacobins were so prompt in declaring war upon this
kingdom. Other full as weighty causes had been alleged:
They were, 1. The general overbearing and desperate ambition
of that faction. 2. Their actual attacks on every nation in
Europe. 3. Their usurpation of territories in the empire
with the governments of which they had no pretence of
quarrel. 4. Their perpetual and irrevocable consolidation
with their own dominions of every territory of the Nether-
lands, of Germany, and of Itu]{v, of which t| hiot 8 tempo-

i 5. The mischiefs attending ¢l !

:;‘r{h;ir system, which would make the success of their am-
bitious designs a new and peculiar species of calamity in the
world. 6. ir formal, public decrees, particularly those
of the 19th of November, and 15th and 25th of December.
Zi' Thl:!eir notorions attempts to undermine tbc; constitution
this country. 8. Their public tion of deputations
of traitors for that direct pnpr;)‘one. 9. Their murder of their
sovereign, declared by most of the members of the conven-
hon,) W (;:e spoke with their vote, (witll):ut 3 (Il‘imowal fr;m
any,) to perBetmted,unnenm to all kingn, and &
gcrecedent for all subjects to follow. PAll these, and not the
held alone, or the invasion of Holland, were urged by the
minister, and by Mr. Windham, by myself, and by others
who spoke in those debates, as causes for bringing Franee
to a sense of ber wrong in the war which she deciared against
us. Mr. Fox well knew, that not one inan argued for the
ity of a vig i to France, who did not
state the war as being for the very existence of the social
order here, and in every part of E ; who did not state
his opinion, that this war was not st all a foreign war of em-
pire, but as much for our liberties, properties, laws, and re-
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in. This was the war, which, according to Mr. Fox
Gurney, we were to abandon before the enemy had felt, in
the slightest degree, the impression of our arms. .
29, Had Mr. Fox’s disgraceful proposal been complied -
with, this kingdom would have been stained with a blot of
rfidy hitherto without an example in our history, and with -
gfr less excuse than any act of perfidy which we find in the
history of any other nation. The moment, when by the in-
credible exertions of Austris (very little through ours) the
temporary deliverance of Holland (in effect our own deliver-
ance) h:? been achieved, he advised the House instantly to
abandon her to that very enemy, from whose arms she had
freed ourselves, and the closest of our allies,
80. But we are not to be imposed on by forms of lan-
e. We must act on the substance of things. To abans
on Austria in this manner, was to abandon Halland itself.
For suppose France, encouraged and strengthened as she

must have been by our treach , supp
France, I say, to succeed against Austria, (a8 she had sue-
ceeded the very year before,) England would, after its dis-
armament, have nothing ixr the world but the inviolable faith
of Jacobinism and the steady politics of anarchy to depend
upon, against France’s renewing the very same attempts
upon Holland, and renewing them (coneidering what “Hol-
land was and is) with much %etter rospects of success. Mr,
Fox must have been well aware, that if we were to break
with the great tinental p ,and particularly to come *
to & rupture with them, in the violent ms intemperate mode
in which he would have made the breach, the defence of Hol-
land against a foreign enemy, and a strong domestic faction,
must hereafter rest solely upon England, without the chance
of a single ally, either on that or on any other occasion. So
far as to the pretended sole object of the war, which Mr. Fox

pp ’togeso letely obtained, (but which then was
not at all, and at this day is not com letely obtained,) as to
leave us nothing else to do than to ¢ultivate a peaceful, quiet
correspondence with those quiet, peaceable, and moderate
people, the Jucobins of France. - .

31. To induce us to this, Mr. Fox laboured. hard to make
it appear, that the powers with whom we acted were full as

ligion, and even more 8o, than any we had ever been engaged
4 sod M.
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ambitions and as perfidious as the French. This might be
true as to other nations. They had not, however, been so to
us or to Holland. He produced no proof of active ambition
and ill faith againet Austria. But supposing the combined
powers had been all thus faithless, and been all alike so,
there was one circumstance which made an essential differ-
ence between them and France. I need not therefore be at
the trouble of contesting this point, which, however, in this
Iatitude, snd as st all affecting Great Britain and Holland, I
deny utterly : be it so. But the great monarchies have it in
their power to keep their faith if they please, because they
are gov t: stablished and recognised suthority st
home and abroad. France bad, in reality, no government.
The very factions, who exercised power, had no stability.
The French eonvention had no powers of peace or war. Sup-
posing the convention to be free, (most assuredly it was not,)
they bhad shown no disposition to abandon their proje
Though long driven out of Liege, it was not many days be-
fore Mr. Fox’s motion, that they still continued to claim it
28 a country which their Principlel.of fraternity bound them
P A is, ibdue and to regulate at thejr ples-
sure. That which Mr. Fox inclined most to favour

then either pri or fugitives. - The party which
vailed over (that of D:nton-nd}%;nt) was iteelf In &

-tottering condition, and was disowned by a very great
of France. Tonynmbingofthemynlpnty,wbore-:
powerful and growing, snd who had full as good a right to
claim to be the legitimate government, as any of the Parisian
factions with whom be proposed to treat—or rather (as it
8 B:i;me)to be.;:n : frmlnssenenl

2. when Mr. Fox to eome i

hopes of the moderation of the Jacobins, to parti be
put the case, that they might not perhaps be willing to sar-
render Savoy. He certainly wae not willing to eontest that
with them; bm:*phinfva:ndcxplicitly (ss T understood
to let them keep it ; thouzh be knew (or be
was much worse informed than be would be thought) that
England had, at the very time, agreed on the terms of 2
treaty with the king of Sardinis, of which the recovery of




THE CONDUCT OF THE MINOBITY. 491

Savoy was the casus federis. In the teeth of this treaty,
Mr. i‘ox proposed 2 direct and most scandalous breach of
our faith, formally and recently given. But to surrender
Savoy, was to surrender a grest desl more than so many
square acres of land, or so much revenue. In its conse-
uences, the surrender of Savoy was to make a surrender to
rance of Bwitzerland and Italy, of both which countries
Savoy is the key—as it is lmown to ordinary speculntors in
Ezlihca, though it may not be known to the weavers in
orwich, who it seems ave, by Mr. Fox, called to be the
judges in this matter. :
83. A sure way, indeed, to encourage France not to make
a surrender of this key of Italy and Switzerland, or of Mentz,
the key of Grermany, or of any other object whatsoever which'
she holds, is to let her see, that the people of England raise
a clamour against the war before terms are so much as pro-
osed by any side. From that moment the Jacobins would
‘be masters of the terms.—They would know, that parlia-
ment, at all hazards, would force the king to a separate peace. -
The crown could not, in that case, have any use of ite judg-
ment. Parli t could not p more judgment than
the crown, when besieged (as Mr. Fox proposed to Mr.
Gurney) by the cries of the manufacturers. This description
of men, Mr. Fox endeavoured in his speech, by every method,
to irritate and inflame. In effect, his two speeches were,
through the whole, nothing more than an amplification of
the Norwich hand-bill. "He rested the greatest part of his
arguments on the distress of trade, which he attributed to
the war; though it was obvious to any tolerably good ob-
servation, and, much more, must have been clear to such an
observation as his, that the then difficulties df the trade and
manufacture could have no sort of connexion with our share
in it. The war had hardly begun. "We had suffered neither
by spoil, nor by defeat, nor by disgrace of any kind. Public
credit was so little impaired, that, instead of being supported
by any extraordinary aids from individuals, it advanced &
eredit to individuals to the amount of five millions for the
support of trade and manufactures, under their tempora
difg'nculties, a thing befure never heard of ;—a thing of whi:{
I do not commend the policy—but only state it, to show,
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that Mr. Fox’s ideas of the effects of war were without any
frace of foundation. :

83. It is impossible not to ct the arg ts and pro-
ceedings of a party with that of its leader—especially when
not disavowed or controlled by him. Mzr. Fox’s partisans de-
claim against all the p of Europe, except the Jacobins,
Jjust as he does; but not having the same reasons for man-
agement and caution which he has, they speak out. He satis-
fies himself merely with making his invectives, and leaves
others to draw the conclusion. But they produce their
Polish interposition, for the express p of leading to s
French alliance. They urge their French pesce, in orget to
make a junction with the Jacobins to oppose the ers,
whom, in their language, they cal Despots, and their lz;nu,
a combination of ﬁespou. Indeed, no man can look on the
present ure of Ei with the least degree of discern-
ment, who will not be tl hly convinced, that England
must be the fast friend, or the determined enemy, of France.
There is no medium ; and 1 do not think Mr. Fox to be so
dull a8 not to observe this, His peace would bave involved
us instantly in the most extensive and most ruinous wars;
at the same time that it would have made s broad bighway
(across which no human wisdom could put an effectual bar-
rier) for a mutual intercourse with the fraternizing Jaco-
bins of both sides. The comsequences of which, those will
e;rtainly not provide against, who do not dread or dislike
them.

34 It is not amiss in this place to enter a little more
fully into the spirit of the principal arguments on which Mr.
Fox thought proper to rest this his grand and eoncludinﬁ
motion, particularly such as were drawn from the in
state of our affairs. Under s species of appearance, (not
uncommonly put on by men of anserupulous ambition,) that
of tend an. paseion to the poor, be did bis best to
sppeal to the jud of the st and most ignorant
of the people on the merita of the war. He bad before done
something of the same dangerous kind in his printed letter.
The ground of a political war is of all things that which
the poor lab and facturer sre the least eapable of
conceiving. This sort of people know in geveral that they
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must suffer by war. It i s matter to which they are suffi-
ciently competent, because it is a matter of feeling. The
causes of a war are not matters of feeling, but of reason and
foresight, and often of remote considerations, and of a very
great combination of circurhst which. they are utterly
pable of prehending ; and, indeed, it i8 not every
man in the highest classes who is sltogether equal to if.
Nothing, in a general sense, appears to me less fair and
justifiable, (even if no attempt were made to inflame the
passions,) than to submit s matter on discussion to a tribu-
nal incapable of judging of more than one side of the ques-
tion. It is at least as unjustifiable to inflame the passions
of such judges against that side, in favour of which they
cannot 8o much as hend the arg; ts. Before the
revalence of the French system (which as far as it has gone

s extinguished the salutary prejudice called oar Countizz
nobody was more sensible of this important truth than Mr.
Fox; and nothing was. more proper and pertinent, or was
more felt at the time, than his reprimand to Mr. Wilberforce
for an inconsiderate expression, which tended to call in the
judgment of the poor to estimate the policy of war upon the
standard of the taxes they may be obliged to pay towards
its support. .

85. It is fatally known, that the great object of the Ja-
cobin system is to excite the lowest description of the people
to range themselves under ambitious men, for the pillage
and destruction of the more eminent orders and classes of
the community. The thing, therefore, that 2 man not fana~
tieally attached t6 that dreadful project would most .studi-
ously avoid, is, to act a part with the French: Propagandists,
in attributing (as they constantly do) all wars, and all the
consequences of wars, to the pride of those orders, and to
their contempt of the weak and indigent part of the society.
The ruling Jacobins insist upon it, that even the wars which
they carry on with so much obstinacy against all nati are
made to prevent the poor from anf longer being the instru-
ments and victims of kings, nobles, and the aristocracy of
burghers and rich men. They pretend that the destruction
of kings, nobies, and the aristocracy of burghers and rich-
men, is the only means of estnblis)d:.inn}g an universal and per-
petual peace. Thia is the great drift of all their writings
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from the time of the meeting of the states of France, in 1789,
to the publication of the last Morning Chronicle. They in-
sist that even the war which, with so much boldness, they
have declared against all nations, is to pi t the poor from
becoming the instruments and victims of these persons and
descriptions. It is but too easy, if you once tesch poor la-
bourers and mechanics to defy their prejudices, and as this
has been done with an industry scarcely eredible, to substi-
tute the principles of fraternity in the room of that salutary
prejudice called our Country; it is, I say, but too easy to
Emmde them, sgreeably to what Mr. Fox hints in his pub-
Lic letter, that this war is, and that the other wars have been,
the wars of kings ; it is essy to persuade them that the ter-
rors even of a foreign conquest are not terrors for them—it
is easy to persuade them that, for their part, they have no-
thing to lose ; and that their condition 18 not likely to be
altered for the worse, whatever party may happen to prevail
in the war. Under any circumstances this doctrine is highly
dangerous, as it tends to make separate parties of the higher
and lower orders, and to put their interests on a different iot—
tom. But if the enemy you have to deal with should appear,
a8 France now , under the very name and title of
the deliverer of 122 poor, and the chastiser of the rich, the
former class would readily become, not an indifferent specta-
tor of the war, but w be ready to enlist in the faction of
the enemy; which they would eonsider, though under a
foreign name, to be more connected with them than an ad-
verse description in the same land.  All the props of society
would be from us by these doctrines, and the very
foundations of the public defence would give way in an
instant. -

36. There is no point which the faction of fraternity in
England have laboured more, than to excite in the poor the
horror of any war with France upon any occasion. When
they found that their open sttacks upon our constitution in
favour of a French republic were for the present nﬁlled—
they put that matter out of sight, and have taken up the more
pl le and popular ground of g | peace, npon merely
genenlprinmﬁu,althonghthaev men, in the eor-

their clubs with those of France, had repro-
‘bated the neutrality which now they so earnestly press.
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But, in reality, their'maxim was and is, “peace and alliance
with France, and war with the rest of the world.”

37. This last motion of Mr. Fox bound up the whole of
his politics during the session. This motion had many cir
cumstances, particularly in the Norwich correspondence, by
which the mischief of all the others was aggravated beyond
measure. Yet, this last motion, far the worst of Mr. Fox's

roceedings, was the best supported of any of them, except
Eis amendment to the address. The Duke of Portland had
directly engaged to supEort the war—here was s motion as
directly made to force the crown to put an end to it before a
blow had been struck, The efforts of the faction have so
‘prevailed that some of his Grace’s nearest friends have actu-
ally voted for that motion ; some, after showing themselves,
went away, others did not appear at all. So it must be where
a man is for any time supported from. personal considera-
tions, without reference togﬁs public eonduet. Through the
whole of this business, the spirit of fraternity apgears to me
to have been the governing principle, It might be shameful
for any man, above the vulgar, to show so blind a partiality
even to his own country, as Mr. Fox appears, on all occa-
sions, this session, to have shown to France. Had Mr. Fox
been a minister, and p ded on the principles Iaid down
by bim, I believe there is little doubt he would have. been
considered as the most criminal statesman that ever lived in
this country. I do not know why a statesman out of place
is not to be judged in the same manmer, unless we can ex-
cuse him by Eleading in his favour a total indifference to
principle; and that he would-zct and think in quite a differ-
ent way if he were in office. This I will not suppose. One
may think better of him; and that in case of his power he
might change his mind. But supposing, that, from better
or from worse motives, he might change his mind on his ae-

uisition of the favour of the crown, I seriously fear that'if the
ﬂi.ng should to-morrow put powey into his \‘;mds, and that
his good genius would inspire him with maxims very differ-
ent from those he has promulgated, he would not be able to

et the better of the ill temper, and the ill doctrines, he has
Eeen the means of exciting and propagating throughout the
kingdom. From the very begiuning of their inh and
unprovoked rebellion and tyrannic usurpation, he has covered
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the predominant faction of France, and'their adherents hers,
with the most exaggerated panegyrica; neither has he missed
a single opportunity of abusing and vilifying those, who in
uniform concurrence with the Duke of Portland’s and Lord
Fitzwilliam’s opinion, have maintained the true grounds of
the Bevolution settlement in 1688. He lamented all the
defests of the French ; he rejoiced in sll their victories ; even
when these victories threatened to overwhelm the continent
of Europe, and, by facilitating their means of penetratin
into Hollaud, to bring this most dreadful of all evils wit
irresistible force to the very doors, if not into the very heart,
of our country. To this hour be always speaks of every
thought of overturning the French Jacobiniem by force, on
the {nrt of any power whatsoever, a8 an lttemgt unjust and
cruel, and which he reprobates with horror. If apy of the
French bin leaders are spoken of with hatred or seorn,
he falls upon those who take that liberty, with all the zeal and
warmth with which men of honour defend their particular and
bosom friends, when attacked.d He a:'wayn represents their
eause a8 a eause of liberty ; and all who oppose it as parti-
sans of i He obstinately continues to em;p::der
the great and ing vices, erimes, and disorders of that
country, as oniyevilsofpauage,whichmto uce s
permanently happy state of order and freedom. He
sents these disor exactly in the same wn(y, snd with the
same limitations, which are used by one of the two great
Jatobin factions, I mean that of Petion and Brissot. Like
them, he studiously confines his borror and reprobation only
to the massacres of the 2nd of September, and passes by those
of the 10th of August, as well as the imprisonment and de-
riﬁonof the king, which were the consequences of that
y, 88 indeed were the massacres themselves to wbhich be
fines his hough they were mot actually per-
petrated till early in September. Like that faction, he con-
demns, not the deposition, ,wtl:gvpoued exile, or perpetual
imprisonment, but only the m of the king. Mr. 8beri-
dan, on every oceasion, pallistes all the massacres committed
in every part of France, as the efiects of & npatural indi
tion at the exorbitances of despotism, sud of the dread of the
people of reterning under that yoke—He has thus taken
occasion o load, not the actors in this wickedness, but the

7,
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government of & mﬂd, merciful, beneficent, and patriotic
prince, and ' his suffering, faithful subjects, with all the
crimes of the new anarchical tyranny, under which the one
has been murdered, and the others are oppressed. Those
continval either praises or palliating apologies of everythi.n%
done in France, and those invectives as uniformly vomite

out upon all those who venture to express their disapproba~
tion of such roceadinis, coming from a man of Mr. Fox’s
fame and autll:ority, and one who is considered as the person
to whom a grest party of the wealthiest men of the kingdom
look up, have been the cause why the gri.nciple of French
fraternity formerly gained the ground which st one time it
had obtained in thie country. It will infallibly recover it-
self again, and in ten times a greater degree, if the kind of
peace, in the manner which he preaches, ever shall be

tablished with the reigning faction in France.

88. So far as to the French %mctmes with regard to
France, and the other powers-of Europe—us to their prin-
ciples and doctrines, with regard to the constitution of states,
Mg-. Forx studiously, on i and, indeed, when no
occasion calls for it, (as on the debate of the petition for
Reform,) brings forward and asserts their fundamental and
fatal prinei]ile, Eregnnnt with every mischief and every
crime, namely, that, “in every country the people is the
legitimat ign ;" exmctl{ formable to the decl
tion of the French clubs and egislators,—* La souveraineté
est une, indivisible, inaliénable, et imprescriptible —Elle ap-
partient & la nation:—Aucune section du peuple, ni aucun
individu ne peut s'en attribuer I’ ise.”” ~ This confound:
ins equally ‘mischi and stupid, the origin of
a government from the people with ita continuance in their
hands. I believe that no such doctrine has ever been. heard
of in any public act of any government whatsoever, until it
was adopted (I think from the writings of Rousseau) by the
French gssemblies, who have made it the basis of their con- .
stitution at home, and of the- matter of their ppostolate in
every country. These and other wild declarations of sbstract
principle, Mr. Fox says, are in themselves perfectly right
and true; though in some casés he allows the French draw
absurd consequences from them. But I conceive he is mis-
taken. The consequences m"e most logically, though most

» 3
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mischievously, drawn from the premises and ciples by
that vnckedyand ungracious faction, The fag]':n qu the
foundation.

89. Before soci m a multitude of men, it is obvious,
that sovereignty an ‘subjection are ideas which eannot exist.
It is the compact on which society is formed that makes
both. But to suppose the le, contrary to their com-
pacts, both to give away retain the same thing, is slto-
gether absurd. It is worse, for it supposes in any strong
combination of men s power and right of always dissolving
the social union ; which power, bowever, if it exists, renders
them again as Tittle sovereigns as subjects, but s mere un-
connected multitude. It is not easy to state for what good
end, at a time like this, when the foundations of all ancient
and prescriptive governmente, such as ours, (to which people
submit, not because they have chosen them, but because they
are bomto them,) are undermined by perilous theories, that
Mr. Fox should be so fond of referring to those theories, upon
all occasions, even though speculatively they mlﬁht be true,
which God forbid they should! Particularly 1 do not see
themaonwh he should be so fond of declaring, that the

of the Revolution have made the erown of Grest

i!ntam elective ; why he thinks it seasonable to preach up

with so mucli earnestness, for now three nlfm together, the

doctrine of resistance and revolution at or to aseert that

ourhutBevoluhunoflessmdsonthenmeornmhr

clple-mththatofl’mee. ‘We are not called upon to

forward these doctrines, which are hndlye;oern‘,'mrwded o
tobutmeuecofextmm:&y mdwberetheym

actions. e are not ealled upon by ctr-
cumstance, that I know of, which ean j ylrevo or
which demands a revolution, or ean an election of 8

successor to the crown neceseary, whatever latent right may
be toenatiaeﬂ'ectmtmgmyoﬂhe-e
40. Not the least al g of the ) Fox

grace the House of Commons. For this purpose thelc
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gentlemen had found a way $o insulif/th

Q
e,gw?-‘§ ekt
atrocious libels in, the form of petitiogs. ® gtg T they
brought up & libel, or rather & compfie dig @@Bﬁl&iﬂ
matter, from the club ealled the Friendof theXP¢ople. It
is indeed at once the most audacious and Fhesmpap-insidi
of 2ll the performances of that kind which have yet appeared.
Tt is said to be the penmanship of Mn Tierney, to b:;l;g
whom into parlinment the Duke of Portland formerly
taken a goog deal of pains, and expended, as 1 hear, & con-.
siderable sum of money.

41. Among the circumstances of danger from that piece,
and from its dent, it is observable &at this ig the first
petition (if X remember right) coming from a club or associ.
ation, signed by individuals, denoting neither local residence,
nor corporate capacity. This mode of petition not being.
strictly illegal or informal, though in its spirit in the highest

_ degree mischievous, may and will lead to other things of
that-nature, tending to bring these clubs and associations
to the French mode%, and to make them in the end answer
French purposes: I mean, that without legal names, these
clubs will be led to political capacities; that they
may debate the forms of constitution; and that from their
meetings they may insolently dictate their will to the regu-
lar authorities of the kingdom, in the manner in which the
Jacobin elubs issue their mandates to the National Assembly,
or the National Conventi The audac t
1 observe, is signed by all of that association (the Friends of
the People) who are not in parliament, and it waa supported
most_strenuously by all the associators who are members,
with Mr. Fox at their head. He and they contended for re-
ferring this libel to & committee. Upon the question of
‘thnthreferenee, they gfrounded all their debate for & change
in the constitution of parli + o pretended petiti
is, in fact, & regular charge or impeachment of the House of
Commons, digested into a number of articles. This plan of
reform is not a criminal impeachment, but a matter of pru-
dence, to be submitted to the public wisdom, which must be
as well apprized of the facts as petitioners can be. But
those accusers of the House of Commons have proceeded
upon the principlea of & criminal process; and have had the
etfrontery to ofter proof on ;achzarticle.

B
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42, This charge the of Mr. Fox maintained article
by article, beginning with the first; namely, the interference
of peers at elections, and their 'nommatmg in effect several
of the members of the House of C In the printed
lmt of grievances which they made out on the occasion, and

ort of their charge, is found the borough for which,
under d Fitzwilliam’s influence, I now sit. By. this re
monstrance, and its object, they bope to defeat the um
of property in elections, and in reality to dissolve the
nexion and communication of interests which makes the
Houses of parlisment a mutual support to each other. Mr.
Foxand the Friends of the People are not so ignorsut as not
to know, that peers do not interfere in elections as peers,
bat umenofp‘roperty—they well know that the House of
Lords is by itself the feeblest part of the constitution ; they
Imow that the House of Lords is su; only byltlwn-
nexions with the crown, and with the of Commm and
that without this donble connexion the Lords conld not exist
8 single year. They know, that all these parts of our m
stitution, whilst they are balanced as
also connected as friends; othermse notlung bat wnfuawn
could be the result of such a complex constitution, It is
natural, therefore, that they who wish the common destrue-
tion of the whole, and of all ite , should contend for
the:rtotalseptntwn But as House of Commons is
that link which connects both the other parts of the consti-
tution (the Crown and the Lords) wih the mass of the people,
it is to that link (as it is natural enough) that their inces-
sant attacks are directed. That artifictal representation of
ttheople once discredited and overturned, all goes to
but a plain French democracy or arbi-
mumrch can possibly exist.

43 Some of'theee gentlemen who have attacked the Honse
of C lean toa rep of the people by the head,
that is, to individual representation.. \moftlwm,tlntl
recollect, except Mr. Fox, d ly rejected it. It is
able, however, that he only re)eaed it by nmplz”dechnng
an opinion, He let all the g
All the and ia reforming friends
lead to mdxndnxl,lepre-entanon, and to pothing else. It
deserves to be attentively observed, that this individual re-
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presentation is the only plan of their reform, which has been
explicitly proposed. In the mesn time, the conduct of Mr.
Fox appears to be far more inexplicable, on any good ground,
than theirs, who propose the individual representation; for
he neither proposes anything, nor even suggests that he has
anything to propose, in lieu of the present mode of consti-
tuting the House of Commons. On the contrary, he de-
clares against all the plans which have yet been suggested,
either from himself or others: yet, thus unprovided with any
plan ‘whatsoever, he pressed forward this unknown reform
with all possible warmth ; and, for that purpose, in a speech
of severﬁ hours, he urged the referring to a committee the
libellous impeachment of the House of Commons by the as-
sociation of the Friends of the People. - But-for Mr. Fox to
discredit parliament as it stands, to countenance lengues,

ts, and iations for ite further discredit, to render
it perfectly odious and contemptible, and at the same time
to propose nothing at all in place of what he disgraces, is
worse, if possible, than to contend for personal individual
representation, and is little less than demanding, in plain
terms, to bring on plain amu'chY.

44. Mr. Fox and these gentlemen have, for the present,
been defeated ; but they are neither converted nor dgshea.m-
ened. They have solemnly declared, that they will persevere
until they shall bave obtained their ends ; persisting to assert,
that the House of Commons not only is not the true repre-
sentative of the people, but that it does not answer the pur-

o0se of such representation ; most of them insist that sll the
Sebts, the taxes, and the burthens of all kinds on the people,
with every other evil and inconvenience, which we have suf-
fered since the Bevolution, have been owing solely to a
Hom;e of Commons which does not speak the sense of the

eople. .
P 45. It is also not to be forgotten, that Mr. Fox and all
who hold with him, on this, 38 on all other occasions of pre
tended reform, most bitterly reproach Mr. Pitt with treach-
ery, in declining to support the scandalous charges and in.
definite projects of this infs libel from the Friends of
the People. By the animosity with which theiesemecute
all those who grow cold in this cause of pretended reform,
they hope, that if through levity, inexperience, or ambition,
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any young ienon (like Mr. Pitt, for instance) bappens to be
once embarked in their design, they shall, by a false shame,
keep him fast in it for ever. - Many they have so bampered.
46. I know it is nsual, when the peril and alarm of the
hour appears to be a little overblown, to think no more of
the matter. But for my part, I look back with horror on
what we have escaped; aud am full of anziety with regard
to the dangers, which, in_my opinion, are still to be appre-
hended both at home and abroad. This business has cast
deeE roots. Whether it is necesearily connected in theory
with Jacobinism is not worth a dispute. The two thin,
are connected in fact. The partisans of the one sre the
partisans of the other. I know it is common with those
who are f; ble to the gentl of Mr. Fox's party,
::fdtothei.rlender,“ hirngt‘n:tnll‘h ted to all their
ormil jects, or thei ican polities, to argue in
szlﬁaﬁl:fﬂeir eonduct, that it is not in their power to
;,I.l the harm luv:lxicll %avrﬂl actions evidently h::d to. Itis
said, that as t ill not them, they ma;
i T ot sppes hem tey may

safely be indulged in those tri

those theories whichleldtonothing. This :g'l:gyilnot
very much to the h of those politicians, w! int
are to be adhered to in defe their conduet. I ot
flatter myself that these i t attacks on the i

tion of parliament are safe. It is not in my power fo de-
spinthenmxingeﬁ'mdswnfedmcyo}-bauzﬁfty
persons of eminence ; men, for the far grester part, of very
ample fortunes either in jon or in exp 'y ; men
demded oh sy N ok - mot'er’
gmttalentcofallkindl;ofmuchbohfnu-,mdoﬂhegmt—
est possible spirit of artifice, intrigue, adventure, and enter-
prise, all operating with ied activity T
fbeaegen_tlemen,mmnchltmgertoovithourdoou than
some calculate. They have the more active part of the dis-
senters with them ; and the whole clan of speculators of all
demmimﬁm—clﬂgenndgming-pecia.*ﬂﬁveﬂm
floating multitude which goes with events, and which sufiers
the loes or gain of a battle to decide its opinions of right
and wrong. As long as by every art this party keeps alive
a spirit of disaffection against the very coustitution of the
kingdom, and attributes, as Iately it has been in the habit of
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doing, all the public misfortunes to that constitution, it is
nbso%utely impossible but that some moment must arrive, in
which they will be enabled to produce a pretended reform
and & revolution. If ever the body of this compound
constitution of ourw is subverted either in favour of un-
limited monarchy, or of wild democracy, that ruin will most
-certainly be the result of this very sort of machinations
against the House of Commons. 1t is not, from .a confi-
dence in the views. or intentions of any stat that I
think he is to be indulged in these peril t
47, Before it is made the great o%jeet of any man’s poli-
tical life to raise another to power, it is right to consider
what are the real dispositions of the person to be so ele-
vated. We are not to form our judgment on these disposi-
tions from the rules and principles of -a court of justice, but
from those of private discretion ; not looking for what would
serve to criminate another, but what is sufficient ta direct
ourselves. By a comparison of a series of the discourses and
actions of certain men for a reasonable length of time, it is
impossible not to obtain sufficient indication of the general
tendency of their views and principles. There is no other
rational mode of proceeding. It is true, that in some one:
or two, perhaps, not well-weighed expressions, or some one
or two unconnected and doubtful affairs, we may and ought
" to judge of the actions or words by our previous good or
ill opinion of the man. But this allowance has its bounds.
It does not extend to any regular course of systematic
action, or of tant and repeated di It 18 against
every (principle of common sense and of justice to ome-
self, and to the public, to judge of a series of speeches and
actions from the man, and not of the man from the whole
tenor of his language and conduct. T have stated theabove
tters, not as inferring a criminal chargeyof evil intention.
If I had meant to do so, perhaps they are stated with toler-
able exactness.—-But I had no such view. The intentions of
these gentlemen may be very pure. 1 do mot dispute it,
But I think they are in some great error. If these things
are done by Mr. Fox and his friends with good intentions,
they are not done less dangerously ; for it shows these good
intentions are not under the direction of safe maxims and
principles,
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48. Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, and the gentlemen who eall
themselves the phalanx, have not been o very indulgent to
others. They have thought proper to ascribe to those mem-
bers of theeﬁ C%Jmmona, who, in exact agreement
with the Duke of Port]and and Lord Fitzwilliam, abhor and
oppose the French system, the basest and most nnworthy
motives for their eonduct ;—as if none could op that
athelstnc, unmoml, and impolitic project eet up in France, so

disgraceful and destructive, as I conceive, to buman nature
wself, but with some sinister intentions. They treat those

on all with & sort of y m:olmwe
though they are p that (whate {
pay to the elog of the gentl who choue to lool
down upon them with lcorn) are not thelr mferwrs in any
rticular which. calls for snd obt.
rom the public ; not their inferiors in knowledge of publie

law, or of the tion of the kingd: notthmn eriors
in their qus with ite ft ',, and d #t
not their inferiors in exp ctice of businese ; not

their inferiors in moral chmctcr not their inferiors in the
proofstbeyhavezlvenofwalandmdmtrymthemwof
« their country. Withont denying to these gentlemen the m
uEectand consideration which, it is allowed, j mtlﬁ
em,weneenoreawnwhytheyshouldnotuve beobnged
as that we should be
bmmd bhndl -ndsem'.lel fofollaw those of Mr. Fox, Mr.
Sheridan, Mr Grey, Mr. , Mr. Lambton, Mr, Whit-
bread, Mr. Tuylormdotheﬂ- 7e are members of
ment and their equale. ‘We never consider ourselves as their
8. Theee gentl (some of them hardly bornwhen
some of nsmmembopnrlmment)havethought
us as deserters, ss if we had been listed into thear m
soldiers, and bad gworn to live and die in their
ciples. This inso) tchmofaupenmtyontlmrp-rt,md
8 sort of vassalage to them on that of other members, is
'Mnfhl;wmmd'mmbmtwm be Whi
49, of the Li Preses, 1!
Club, and t?a:c‘etySoaet for C bert]mwml Information, u:g
(I beheve) the Fri of the People, ss well as some clubs
8cotland, bave indeed declared, “That their confidence
m,andutwhmenc to, Mr. Fox has lately been confirmed,
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strengthened, and i d, by the calumnies (as they are
called) against him.” It is true, Mr. Fox and his friends
have those testimonies in their favour, against certain old
friends of the Duke of Portland. Yet, on a full, serious,
and, I think, di ionat ideration of the whole of what
Mr. Fox and Mr. Sheridan and their friends have acted, said,
and written, in this session, instead of doing anything which
might tend to procure power, or any share of -it whatsoever,
to them or to their phalanx, (as they call it,) or to increase
their credit, influence, or popularity in the nation, I think
it one of my most serious and important public dufies, in
whatsoever station I may be placed for the short time I have
ta live, effectually o employ my best endeavours, by every
prudent and every ]nwﬁﬁ means, to traverse all their de-
signs. I have only to lament, that my abilities are not
greater, and that my probability of life is not better, for the
more “effectual pursuit of that object. But I trust that
neither the prineiples nor exertions will die with me. I am
the rather confirmed in this my resolution, and in this my
wish of transmitting it, because every ray of hope concern-
ing a possible control or mitigation of the enormous mis-
chiefs which the principles of these gentl end which
their ions, full as dang a8 their principles, might
receive from the influence of the Duke of Portland and Lord
Fitzwilliam, on becoming their colleagues in office, is now
entirely banished from the mind of every one living.—It is
apparent, even to the world at large, that, so far from having
8 power fo direct or to guide Mr. Fox, Mr. Sberidan, Mr.
Grey, and the rest, in any important matter, they have mot,
through this session, been able to prevail on them to forbear,
or to delay, or mitigate, or soften, any one act, or any one
expression, upon subjects on which they essentially differed.
50, Even if this hope of a possible contral did exist, yet the
declared opinions and the uniform line of conduct conformable
to those opinions, pursued by Mr. Fox, must become a mat-
ter of serious alarm if he should obtain a power either af
court or in parlinment, or in the nation at large; and for
this Blnm reason—He must be the most active and efficient
in any administration of which he shall form a part.
That a man, or set of men, are guided by such not dubious,
* but delivered and avowed, principles and maxims of policy as
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to need a watch and check on them, in the exercise of the
highest power, ought, in my opinion, to make every man,
who is not of the same princi L and guided by the same
maxims, a little cautious how e makel himself one of the
traverses of a ladder, to help -uch 2 mnn, or such a set of
men,toclunbnptot highest A ter of this
country is to be controlled by the House of Commons, He
i8 to be trusted, not controlled, by his colleagues in office; if
be were to be controlled, government, which ought to be
the source of order, would itself become a scene nnnrchy
Besides, Mr. Fox is  man of an aspiring and
mind, ‘made rather to control than to be controlled, and he
never will be nor can be, in any administration, in which be
l?nny of those whom I have been accustomed

tooonfi in. 1t is absurd to think that he would or eould.
If his own opinions do not control him, nothing can. When
we consider of an adherence to s man which leads to bis
power, we must not only see what the man is, but how he
stands relsted. It unottobeforgottenthatllr Fox acts
in close and inseparable connexion with another gentieman
of exactly the same description as himself, and who, perbaps,
ufthetwo,u the leader. The rest of the body are not s
ﬁm more tractable; and over them, if Mr. Fox and

v. Sheridan bave suth "y, most ", the Duke of
Portland has not the emsllest of i

51. One must take care, that a blind partiality to some
perwm,andublmd-htredtootben may not enter into
our minds under s colonr of inflexible public principle. We
hear, as a reason for clinging to Mr. Fox at present, that
nine years ago Mr. Pitt got mhmﬁm by mischievous in-
trigues with the court, with the and with other
factious leoutofpnrlmment,totheducredxtand
weakening of the power of the House of Commons. His
eonduetmymago,ltﬁllholdtobeverycurb
There are, however, mmy things fery oulpoble that I do not
know how to puni
mbm:ttothegoodo{them as 1 hvedoneonotberoe’
casions ; and ymthreg:rdtothewﬂ:mmd‘
e oﬁft i war, -u: whom I g:ve Ms;:;l

h in eemdmoppontwn,mt great confidence
sordiality, thongh I thought many of their scts criminal and
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impeachable. "Whilst the misconduct of Mr. Pitt and his
associates was yet recent, it wasnot possible to get Mr. Fox
of himself to take a single step, or even fo countemance
others in taking any step upon the ground of that miscon-
duet and false policy, though if the matters had been then
taken up and pursued, such a step could not have appeared
80 evidently desperate as now it is. So far from pursuing
Mbr. Pitt, kanow that then, and for some time after, some of
Mr. Fox’s friends were actually, and with no small earnest-
ness, looking out to a coalition with that gentleman. For
years I never heard this circumstance of Mr. Pitt’s miscon-
duct on that occasion mentioned by Mr. Fox, either in
public or in private, a3 a ground for opposition to that
ini pposition, from that period to this very
pession, has proceeaed upon the separate measures as they
'separately arose, without any vindictive retrospect to Mr.
Pitt’s conduet in 1784. My memory, however, may fail me.
T must appeal to the printed debates, which (so far as.Mr..
Fox is concerned) are unusually accurate.

52. Whatever might have been in our power at an early
period, at this day I see no remedy for what was done in
1784. I had no great hopes even at the time. I was there-
fore very eager to record a remonstrance on the journals of
the House of C a8 & caution against such a popular
delusion in times to come; and this I then feared, and now

. am eertain, is all that could be done. I know of no way of
- animadverting on the crown. I know of no mode of calling
to account the House of Lords, who threw out the India bill,
in a way not much to their eredit. As little, or rather less,
am I able to coerce the people at large, who bebaved very
unwisely and intemperately on that i Mr. Pitt waa
then accused, by me as we{l as others, of attempting to be
minister without enjoying the confidence of the House of
Commons, though he (ﬁl enjoy the confidence of the crown.
That House of C whose confid he did not en-
joy, unfortunately did not iteelf enjoy the confidence (though
we well deserved it) either of the erown or of the public.
For want of that confidence, the then House of Commons
did not survive the contest. Since that period Mr. Pitt has
enjoyed the confidence of the crown, and of the Lords, and
- of the House of C hrough two ive parli ts;

o tw s 1,
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and I sus that he has ever since, and that he does still,
enjoy as large a portion, at least, of the confidence of the
pegzle without doors, as his great rival. Before whom, then,
1s Mr. Pitt to be impeached, and by whom? The more 1
consider the matter, the more firmly I am convinced, that
the idea of proscribing Mr. Pitt indirectly, when you cannot
directly punish him, 1 a8 chimerical 8 project, and as un-
!'Fustiﬁab , a8 it would be to have proscribed Lord North.
'or supposing, that by indirect ways of opposition, by op-
";fponi';ion ll’lp(m ]l:e;mreu ;:hrich do notrel:tetothe business
84, but which on other gronnds might e unpopular,
you were to drive him from his seat, tgin mld be no ex~
ample whatever of punishment for the matters we cb: 28
offences in 1784. On & cool.and dispassionate view of the
affairs of this time sud country, it sppears obvious to me,
that one or the other of those two great men, that is, Mr.
Pitt or Mr. Fox, must be minister. They are, I am sorry
for it, irreconcilable. Mr. Fox's conduct in this session has
rendered tll;:: i(ieaof his po;erl;matterof hmb; alarm to
man who were very little pleased with t| ding
of Mr. Bitt 1n the b gi e",ofh.’, dministration. like
neither the conduct of Mr. Pitt, in 1784, nor that of Mr.
Fox, in 1793 ; but they estimate which of the evils is most
pressing at the time, and what is likely to be the conse-
quence of s change. If Mr. Fox be wedded, they must be
ible that his opinions and principles, on the now existing
mofthing-nhomemdabmcf,mmbehkmuhil
portion. In his train must also be taken the whole body of
geutlemenwhompledgedwhimandweachother,mdto
their eommon politics and principles~I believe no king of
bar body of geatomen holldmg'brg:t Sty of priasimier
tl of t] i inci ,
Eveniftler gen‘ki.ngorhis -hgnldtmw
take that , I app dag 1 di t of thowe,
who wish that this pation and that Europe should eontinne
in their present state, would ensue ; s discontent, which, com-
bined with the principles and progress of the new men in
power, would ehake this kingdom to its foundati 1do
not believe any one political conjecture ean be more certain
than this.
53. Without at all defending or pallisting Mr. Pitt’s con-
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duet in 1784, T must observe, that the erisis of 1793, with
regard to everything at home and abroad, is full as important
as that of 1784 ever was; and, if for no other reason, by
being present, is much more important.. It is mot to nine
ears ago we are to look for the danger of Mr. Fox's and
%dr. Sheridan’s conduct, and that of the gentlemen who act
with them. It is at ke very time, and in #his very session,
that, if they had not been strenuously resisted; they would
not merely bave diseredited the House of Commons, (as Mr.
Pitt did in 1784, when be persuaded the king to reject their
advice, and to appeal from them to the people,) but in my
opinion, would Enve been the means o!'p wholly subverting
tll:e House of Commons and the House of Peers, and the
whole constitution actual and virtual, together with the
safety and independence of this nation, and the peace and -
settlement of every state in the now Christian world. It is
o our opinion of the nature of Jacobinism, and of the pro-
bability, by corruption, faction, and force, of its gaining
ground everywhere, that the question whom and what yon
are to support is to be determined. For my part, without
doubt or Kesitation, 1 look* upon Jacobinism as the most
dreadful and the most shameful evil which ever afflicted
mankind, a thing which goes beyond the power of all calcu.
lation in its mischief; and that if it is suffered to exist in
France, we must in England, and speedily too, fall into that
enlnmi?'. . :
64. 1 figure to myself the pm:i;ose of these gentlemen ac~
lished, and this ministry destroyed. I see that the
ersons, who in that case must rule, can be no other than
. Fox, Mr. Sheriden, Mr. Grey, the Marquis of Lans-
downe, Lord Thurlow, Lord Lauderdale, and the Duke of
Norfolk, with the other chiefs of the #riends of the people,
the parli tary ref and the admirers of the French
Revoluti The principal of these are all formally pledged
© to their projects. If the Duke of Portland and Lord Fitze
william should be admitted into that system, (as they might
and probably would be,) it is q{nite certain they could not
have the smallest weight in it; less, indeed, than what they
now possess, if less were possible: because they would be
less wanted than they now are; and because all those who
wished to join them, and to act under them, have been re-
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jected by the Dake of Portland and Lord Fitzwilliam them.
selves; and Mr, Fox, finding them thus by themseives dis-
armed, bas built quite a new fabric, upon quite a new found-
ation. There is no trifling on this subject. We sce very
distinetly before us the ministry that would be formed, and
the plan that would be pursued. If we like the plan, we
must wish the power of those who are to carry it into execu-
tion: but to p the political exaltation of those whose
litical measures we disaj e, and whose principles we
i from, is & d olnwdm litics not easily com-

ible,andwK:'hmuatendint ruin of the eountry,
if it should continue and spread Mr. Pitt may be ¢l
worst of men, and Mr. Fox ma bethebe-t;but,szﬂuent,
the former is in the interest of his country, and of the order
of things long established in E: : Mr. Fox is not. 1
have, for one, been born.in thi:m of things, and would
fain die in it. Immith-nﬁciemwhmkehmznnn
virtuous, a8 happy, and as knowing, as anything which Mr.
Fox,mdhilﬁﬂye‘:lyﬂsabroador-thome,vouldmbstitmin
its place; and I shonld be that any set of politicians
should obtain powerinEngl.:lrrd,"wholeprinciple-oncbemel
should lead them to p or factions whose .
objectistoinmdncewmemdﬂiwdorderofthing_-mto
England, or to support that order, where it is already intro-
duced, in France ; a place, in which if it ean be in my
mind, it must have & certain and decided influence in and
upon this kingdom. This is my account of my conduct to
my private friends. 1 have already said all I wish to sav, or
neug;lao,totbe lie. X write this with pain, and with a
heart full of gri
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ADDRESS OF M. BRISSOT TO HIS CONSTITUENTS.
TRABILATED

BY THE LATE WILLIAM BURKE, ESQ.
1794.

Tur French Revolution has been the subject of various
E-Kemﬂations, and various histories. As might be expected,
the royalists and the republicans have differed a good deal in
their of the peinciples of that Revolution, of the
springs which have set 1t in motion, and of the true charac-
ter of those who have been, or still are, the principal actors
on that astonishing scene.

They who are inclined to think favourably of that event,
will undoubtedly object to every state of facts which comes
only from the authority of a royalist. Thus much must be
allowed by those who are the most firmly attached to the
canse of religion, law, and order,-(for of such, and not of
friends to despotism, the royal party is composed,) that their
very affection to this generous and manly cause, and their

bh of a Revol not less fatal to liberty than to
government, may possibly lead them in some particulars to a
more harsh tati dings of their adver-

P ot the p 3

earies, than would be allowed by the cold meutrality of an
impartial judge. This sort of error arises from a source
highly laudable; but the exactness of truth may suffer even
from the feelings of virtue. History will do justice to the
intentions of worthy men; but it w:{l be on its guard against
their infirmities; it will examine, with great -strictness of
scrutiny, whatever appeare from a writer in favour of his
own cause. On the other hand, whatever escapes him, and
makes against that cause, comes with the greatest weight.
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In this im nt controversy, the translator of the fol-
lowing work brings forward to the English tribunal of opinion
the testimony of a witness beyond all exception. MHis com-
petence is undoubted. He knows everything which concerns
this Revolution to the bottom. He is a chief actor in all the
scenes which he presents. No man can object o bim as 8
royalist : the royal party, and the Christian religion, never
had a more determined enemy. In a word, it is Brissor.—
It is Brissot, the republican, the Jacobin, and the phil
pher, who is brought to give an account of Jacobinism, and
of republicanism, and of ph hy.

It is worthy of observation, that this his account of the
genius of Jacobinism, and its effects, is not confined to the

iod in which that faction eame to be divided within itseH.
-In several, and those very important, particulars, Brissot's
observations apply to the whole of the )preeeding period, be-
fore the great schism, and whilst the Jacobins scted as one
body ; insomuch, that the far g part of the dings
of the ruling powers, sinee the commencement of the Revo-
lution in France, so strikingly psinted, so strongly and so
justly reprobated by Brissot, were the acts of Brissot him-
self and his iates, All the bers of the Girondi
subdivision were as deeply concerned s sny of the Moun-
tain could possibly be, and some of them much more deeply,
in those l:;rrid hmuct;mt; which have filled ail the ;hm -
ing part of E with the ion, and wit
i Pt of Eerope with the grsest decaion, s wil
safety.

A question will very naturally be asked, what could in-
duce Brissot to draw such a picture? He must bave been
sensible it was his own. The is,—the ind t
was the same with that which led him to partake in the per-

tion of all the crimes, the ealainitous effects of which

e describes with the of 8 master—ambition. His fac-
tion having obtained their stupendons and tural power,
by rooting out of the minds of his unhappy countrymen
every principle of religion, morality, loyalty, ﬁdelltg;;nd’ bon-
our, discovered, that, when authority came into their hands,
it would be s matter of no small difficulty for them to earry
on government on the prineiples by which they had de-
stroyed it.

123
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The rights of men, and the new prineiples of liberty and
equality, were very unhandy instruments for those who
wished to establish a system of tranquillity and order, They ,
who were taught to find nothing to respect in the title and
the virtues of Louis the Sixteenth, a prince succeeding to the
throne by the fundamental laws, in the line of & succession
of monarchs continued for fourteen hundred years, found
nothing whieh could bind them to an implicit fidelity, and
dutiful allegiance, to Messrs. Brissot, Vergnisux, Condorcet,
Anacharsis Cloots, and Thomas Paine. .

In this difficulty, they did as well as they could. To :fo'
vern the pgx:&le, they must incline the people to obey. The
work was difficult, but it was necessary. They were to ne-
complish it by such materials and by such instruments as
they had in their hands. They were to wcomElish the pur-
poses of order, morality, and submission to the laws,
the principles of atheism, profligacy, aud sedition. Il as
the disguise became them, they began to assume the mask
of an sustere and rigid virtue ; they exhausted all the stores
of their eloquence (which in some of them were not incon-

iderable) in declamati gainst tumult and confusion ;
they made daily harangues on the blessings of order, dis-
cipline, quiet, and obedience to authority ; they even showed
some sort of disposition to protect such property as had not
been confiscated. They, who on every oceasion had dis-
covered a sort of furious thirst of blood, and a greedy appe-
tite for slaughter, who avowed and gloried in the murders
and massacres of the fourteenth of July, of the fifth and
sixth of October, and of the tenth of August, now began to
be squeamish and fastidious with regard to those of the se-
cond of 8eptember. N

In their pretended scruples on the sequel of the slaughter
of the tenth of August, they imposod upon no living crea-
ture, and they obtained not the smallest credit for humanity,
They endea d to establish a distinction, by the belief of
which they hoped to keep the spirit of murder safely bottled
up, and sealed for their own purposes, without endangerin,
themselves by the fumes of the poison which they prepare:
for their enemies. .

Roland was the chief and the wost aceredited of the fac-
tion :—his morals had furn;shed little matter of exception

VOL. Iil. L
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against him ;—old, domestic, and uxorious, he led a private
life sufficiently blameless. He was therefore set up as the
Cato of the republican party, which did not abound in such

¢! X .
This man, like most of the chiefs, was the manager of &
newspaper, in which be promoted the interest of his party.
He was a fatal present made by the revolutionists to tﬁve
unhappy king, as one of his ministers under the new consti-
tution. AmonEst his colleagues were Claviere and Servan.
All the three have, since that time, either lost their heads
by the axe of their associstes in rebellion, or, to evade their
own revolutionary justice, have fallen by their own hands.

These ministers were regarded by the king as in a conspi-
racy to dethrone him. Nobody who considers the circum-
st. which preceded the deposition of Louis the Sixteenth,

body who attends to the subsequent conduct of those min-
isters, can hesitate about the reality of such a eomgnncy
The king certsinly had no doubt of it; he found bimself
obliged to remove them; and the necessity, which first
obliged him to choose such regicide mimi trained

im to replace them by Dumourier the Jacobin, and some
others of little efficiency, t! of & better description.

A little before this removal, and evidently as s part of
the conspiracy, Roland put into the king’s hands, as & memo-
rial, the most insolent, seditious, and atrocious libel, that
has probably ever been penned. This paper Roland & few
days after delivered to the National Assembly,! who instantly
published and dispersed it all over France ; and in order to
gio:itthcmnger tion they declared, that be and his

herminixfgnh:(re:rriedwiththemtheregwto!tbe
nation. None of the writings, which have inflamed the
Jacobin spirit to a eavage fury, ever worked up s fiercer fer-
ment through the whole mass of the republicans in every
of France.

Under the thin veil of prediction, he strongly 7 d
all the abominable practices which afterwards followed. In
particnlar he inflamed the minds of the sgainst
the table and ientious clergy, who became the
chief objects of the massacre, and who were to bim the

* Presented to the king June 13, delivered to him the preceding Mon-
day.—Translator,
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chief objects of a malignity and rancour that one conld hardly
think' to exist in a human heart.

‘We have the relics of his fanatical persecution here. We
ave in a condition to judge of the merits of the persecutors
and of the persecuted—% do not sy the accusers.and ac-
cused ; because, in all the furious declamations of the athe-
istic faction against these men, not one specific charge has
been made upon any one person of those who suffered in
their massacre, or by their decree of exile.

The king had declared that he would sooner perisk’ under
their axe (ie too well saw what was preparing for him) than
give his sanction to-the iniquitous act of proscription, under
which those innocent people were to be transported.

On this proscription of the clergy a principal part of the
ostensible quarrel between the king an(f those ministers had
turned. From the time of the authorized publication of
this libel, some of the manceuvres long and uniformly pur-
sued for the ki.ng’s deposition became more and more evi
dent and declared. :

The 10th of August came on, and in the manner in which
Roland bad predicted; it was followed by the same conse-
quences.—The king was deposed, after cruel massacres in
the courts and the apartments of his palace, and in almost
all parts of the city. In reward of his treasdh to his old
master, Roland was by his new masters named minister of
the home department.

The massacres of the 2nd of September were begotten
by the massacres of the 10th of August. They were uni-
versally foreseen and hourly expected. - During: this short
interval between the two murderous ecenes, the furies, male.
and fewale, eried out havoc as loudly and as fiercely as ever.
The ordinary jails were all filled with prepared victims;
and, when they overflowed, churches were turned into jails.
At this time the relentiess Roland had the care of the
general police; he had for his colleague the bloody Danton,
who was minister of justice:—the insidious Petion was
mayor of Paris—the treacherous Manuel was procurator of
the Common-hall. The magistrates (some or all of them)
were evidently the authora of this massacre. ILest the na-
tional guards ebould, by their very name, be reminded of their
duty in preserving the lives ;f tzheir fellow-citizens, the com-

L
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il of Paris, pretending that it was in vain to think
of resisting the murderers, (altﬁoufh in truth neither their
pumbers nor their arms were at all formidable,) obliged those
guards to draw the charges from their muskets, and took
away their bayonets. One of their journalists, and, accord-
ing to their fashion, one of their leading statesmen, Grorsas,
mentions this fact in his newspaper, which he formerly eall-
ed the Galley Journal. The title was well suited to the
paper and ite author. For some felonies he bad been sen-
tenced to the 8; but, by the benignity of the late king,
this felon (to be one day advanced to the rank of a regicide)
had been pardoned and released at the int ion of the
ambassadors of Tippoo Sultan. His gratitude was such as
might naturally have been eercted; and it bas lately been
rewarded as it deserved. This- liberated galley-slave was
raised, in mwk% all criminal law, to be minister of jus-
tice: he b his elevation a more pi object
of accusation, and he has since received the punishment of
his former crimes in iption and death,

It will be asked,gw the minister of the home
ment was employed at this crisis? The day after the mas-
sacre had d, Boland appeared; but not with the
powerful app of a protecting magi , to rescue those
who bad sureived the slsughter of the first day: nothing of
this. On the 3rd of September (that is, the day after the

t of the e)! he writes a long, elsborate,

verbose epistle to the Auemblain which, after magnifying,
according to the bom ton of the Revolution, his own inte-
grity, b ity, ge, and_patriotism, he first directly
Jjustifies all the bloody proceedings of the 10th of August,
He considers the lhuggterofthztda 48 8 Nlecessary mes-
sure for defeating a conspiracy, which (with a full knowledge
of the falsehood of his ion) he to have been
formed for s maseacre of the people of Paris, and which, he
more than insinnates, was the work of his late 5mu-
ter; who was universally known to carry his shed-
ding the blood of his moet guilty subjects to an excess.

“ Without the day of the tenth,” says be, “ it is evident
that we should have been lost. The court, prepared for »

b Letter to the National Assembly, signed—The Minister of the Inte-
rier, ROLAND, dated Parie, Seps. ard, 41k yoor of Liderty.
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long time, waited for the hour which was to accumuylate all
treasons, to display over Paris the standard of death, and to
reign there by terror. The sense of the people, (e senti-
ment,) always just and ready when their opinion is not cor-
rupted, foresaw the epoch marked for their destruction, and
rendered it fatal to tﬂe conspirators,” He then proceeds,
in the cant which has been applied to palliate all their atro-
cities from the 14th of July, 1789, to the present time;

, =1t is in the nature of things,” continues he, “ and in that
of the human heart, that victory should bring with it some
excess. The sea, agitated by a violent storm, roars long after
the tempest; but everything has bounds, which ought a¢
length to be observed.”

In this memorable epistle, he considers such excesses as
fatalities arising from the very nature of things, and conse-
"quently not to be punished. He allows a space of time for
the duration of these agitations: and lest he should be
thought rigid and too scanty in his measure, he thinks it
may be long. But he would have things to cease at length.
But when and where P—When they may approach his own
‘person. -

« Yesterday," says he, “the ministers were denounced :
vaguely indeed a8 to the matler, because subjects of reproach
were wanting ; but with that warmth and force of assertion,
which strike the imagination and seduce it for a moment,
and which mislead and destroy confidence, without which no
‘man should remain in ‘plnce in a free government. Yesterday
again, in an bly of the presidents of all the sec-
tions, convoked by the ministers, with a view of conciliating
sll minds, and of mutual explanation, I perceive that distrus
which suspects, interrogates, and fetters operations.” “

In this (that is, in mutual icions and inter~
rogatories) this virtuous minister of the home de; artment,
end all the magistracy of Paris, spent the first dgy of the
massacre, the atrocity of which has spread horror and alarm
throughout Europe. It does not appear that the putting a
stop to the massacre had any part in the object of their
meeting, or in their consultations when they were met.
Here was a minister tremblingly alive to his own safety,
dead to that of his fellow-citizens, eager to preserve his place,
and worse than indifferent about its most important duties,
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Speaking of the people, he says, “that their hidden enemies
may make use of this agitation” (the tender appellation
which he gives to horrid massacre) “ to hurt their best friends,
and their most able defenders.  Already the example begins ;
let it restrain and arrest a just rage. Indignation carried to
its height. commences proscriptions which fall only on the
guilty, %ut in which error and particalar passions may shortly
involve the honest man.”

- He saw that the able artificers in the trade snd mystery
of murder did not choose that their skill should be vnem-
ployed' after their first work; and that they were full as
ready to cat off their rivals as their enemies. This gave him
one alarm, that was serious. This letter of Roland in every
part of it lets out the secret of all the parties in this revolu-
tion. Plena rimarum est: hac, atque illac, perfluit. We
see that none of them d the ional practice of
murder ; provided itisKropeﬂy applied ; provided it is kept

within the bounds which each of those’ parties think proper
to prescribe. In this case Boland feared, that, if what was
occasionally useful should b habitunal, the practi

might go*further than was ient. It might involve the

best friends of the last revolution, as it had done the heroes
of the first revolution: he feared that it would not be con
fined to the Ta Fayettes and Clermont-Tonnerres, the Du.
ponts and Barnayes ; but that it might extend to the Brissots
and Vergnisuxs, to the Condorcets, the Petions, and to him-
self. Under this apprehension there is no doubt that his
h feelings were altogether unaffected.

His observations on the of the preceding day are
such as cannot be passed over :—* Yesterday,” said Tie, “wag
8 day upon the events of which it is perhaps neceseary to
leave a veil; 1 know thai the people with their vengeance
mingled a sort of justice; they did not take for victims all
who presented themselves to their fury ; they directed it to
them who had for o long time been spared by the sword of the
law, and who they belicved, from the of circumsiances,
should be sacrificed without delay. But I know that it is

to tillains and traitors to muremnﬁ' this effervescence,
that it must be checked: I that we owe to all
France the declaration, that the erecutive power eould not
foresee or prevent this excess. I know thas it is due to the
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constituted authorities to place a limit to if, or comsider
themselves as abolished.” . '

In the midst of this carnage he thinks of mothing but
throwing a veil over it: which was at once o cover the
guilty from punishment, and to extinguish all compassion for
the sufferers. . He apologizes for it; in fact, he justifies it.
He, who (as the reader has just seen in what is quoted from
this letter) feels so much indignation at “vague denuncia-
tions”’ when made against himself, and from which he ther
feared nothing more than the subversion of his power, is not -
ashamed to consider the charge of a conspiracy to massacre
the Parisians brought against his master upon denunciations
as vague as possible, or rather upon no denunciations, a8 &
Ef;lfect justification of the monstx P ding inst

im. He is not ashamed to call the murder of the uninppy
priests in the Carmes, who were under no criminal denuns
ciation whatsoever, a vengeance mingled with a sort of jus:
tice;” he observes that ““ they had been a long time spared
by the sword of the law,” and calls by anticipation all those,
who should rep t this  effer *” in other colours,
villains and traitors : he did not then foresee, how soon him-
self and his accomplices would be under the necessity of ass
suming the reten%ed character of this new sort of “ villany
and treason,” in the hope of obliterating the memory of thei
former real villanies and treasons :—he did not foresee, that
in the course of six months a formal manifesto on the part
of himself and his faction, written by his confederate Brissot,
was to rep t this ¢ qf;' ** a8 another * St, Bar-
tholomew ;” and spesk of it as kaving made humanity shud-
der, and sullied the Revolution for ever.

It is very remarkable that he takes upon himself to know
the motives of the assassins, their policy, and even what they
“believed.” How could this be ifgxe had no connexion wit
them ? He praises the murderers for not having taken as
yet all the lives of those who had, as he calls it, “ presented
themselves 88 victims to their fury.”” He paints the miser-
able prisoners who had been forably piled upon one another
in the church of the Caxmelites, by his faction, as presenting
themselves as victims to .their fur{; as if death was their
choico; or, (allowing the idiom of his language to make this

3 See ps 12, and p. 13, of this translation. .
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equivocal,) as if they were by some accident presented to the
fury of their assassins: whereas he knew, that the leaders of
. the murderers sought these pure and innocent victims in the
places where they nd deposited them, and were sure to find
them. The very selection, which he p 88 8 sort of j
tice tempering helrﬂxryprovu,bevundadoubtthefg;
sight, dehbemtxon, and method, with which this massacre
was made. He knew that circumstance on thev dn of

the t of the , when, in all tr,
he had begun this letter, for be p ted it to the A
on the very next.

‘Whilst, however, he defends these scts, he is conscious
tlmt they will npteu in another light to the world. He

tive power, that is, he acquits him.
self (but bis own assertion) of those acts * of venge.
ammuedmtlamﬂqf;umce"“ummmwhwhhe
could neith .” He could not, he says,
foresee these acts; when {e tells us, the le of Paris bad
sagnmtysowelltoforeseethedmgm the court on the
10thofA ; to foresee them so0 well, as to mark the
precise epoc] onwhchtheywmwbeexeaxted,mdw
contrive to suticipate them on the very day: he could not
foresee these events, though he declares in this very letter
that vietory must bnngmthttwmemat,—“tlmttbem
roars long after the tempest.” 8o far as to his foresight.
As to his disposition to prevent, if he had foreseen, the mas-
sacres of that day ; this will be judged by his care in putting
8 stop to the maseacre then gomng on. This was no matter
of foresight. He was in the very midst of it. He does not
#0 much as pretend, that he had used any force to put s stop
to it. But if he had used any, the sanction given under his
hand, to a sort of justice in the murderers, was enough to
disarm the force.

That approbation of what they had already done had its
nmmlgzztont}wexeam'emml,ﬂ:mmthep‘mxym
of their fury; as well as on their employers, then in the
midst of the execution of their deliberate eold-blooded system
of murder. He did nof at all difier from eitber of them in
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federates, who were at the same time his rivals, They were
encouraged to accomplish the work they had in hand, They
did accomplish it ; and whilst this grave moral epistle from-
& grave minist ¥ ding a tion of their work of
“vengeance mingled with a sort of justice,” was before a
grave assembly, the anthors of the P ded with-
.out interruption in their business for four days together:.
that is, until the seventh of that month, and until all the
victims of the first proscription in Paris and -at Versailles,
.and several other places, were immolated at the shrine of the
im Moloch of liberty and equ.ali::ly. All the priests, all the
ﬁ:vnallists, all the first essayists and novices of revolution in
1789, that could be found, were promiscuously put to death.
Through the whole of this long letter of Bo{md, it is curi-
ous to remark how the nerve and vigour of his style, which
had spoken so potently to his sovereign, is relaxed, when he
addresses himself to the sans-culottes ; how that strength and
dexterity of arm, with which he parries and beats down the
sceptre, is enfeebled and lost, when be comes to fence with
thé poignard! When he speaks to the populace he can no
longer be direct. The whole compass of the language is
tried to find synonymes and ci locutions for
and murder. Things sre never called by their common
names. M is ti itati b effer-

5 4
" i

too continued an ex-

excess ;
‘ercise of a revolutionary power.
However, after what had passed had been praised, or ex-
. cused, or pardoned, he declares loudly agsinst such p d-
ings in future. Crimes had pioneered and made smooth the
wng for the march of the virtues; and from that time order
and justice, and a sacred regard for personal property, were to
become the rules for the new democracy. Here Roland and
the Brissotines leagued for their own preservation, by en-
denvourini to preserve peace. This short story will render
many of the parts of Brissot’s pamphlet, in which Roland’s
views and intentions are so often alluded to, the more intel-.
ligible in themselves, and the more useful in their application
by the English reader. .
Under the cover of these artifices, Rolahd, Brissot, and

their party, hoped to gain the bankers, hants, snbst;
tial trad hoarders of assignat; purchasers of the

and
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confiscated lands of the clergy and gentry, to join with their
party, as holding out some sort of security to the effects
* which they possessed, whether these effects were the acqui-
sitions of fair commerce, or the gains of jobbing in the mis-
fortunes of their country, and the plunder of their fellow-
citizens. In this design the party of Roland snd Brissot
succeeded in a great degree. They obteined a majority in
the National C i Composed h as that As-
sembly is, their majority was far from steady: but whilst
they appeared to gan the Convention, snd many of the out-
lying departments, they lost the city of Paris entirely and
irrecoverably ; it was fallen into the hands of Marat, Hobes-
ierre, and Danton. Their instruments were the sans-cu-
ttes, or rabble, who domineered in that capital, and were
wlrxholly at the devotion of those incendiaries, ﬁd received
their daily pay. The le of property were of no conse-
quence, uynf gmbbdpﬁpm Marat md’ his janissaries, As
that great man had not obtained the helm of the state, it
Was not yet come to his furn to sct the part of Brissot and
his friends, in the assertion of subordination snd regul
govi t. But Robespierre hu;:_l;vived Moxl-ldetrm rival
chiefs, and is now the great patron acobin 2
To balance the exorbitant power of Paris, (which threst-
ened to leave mothing to the National -C ion, but &
character as insignificant as that which the first sssembly
had assigned to t Louis the Sixteenth,) the fac-
tion of Brissot, whose were Roland, Petion, Vergni-
wux, Isnard, Condorcet, &e. &e. &e., spplied themselves to
igmthe great commercial towns, Lyons, Marseilles, Rouen,
antz, and Bourd The ) of the B
deseription, to whom the concealed royalista, still very nu-
, joined themaelves, obtained & temporsry superiority
inallthgaep]wes. In Bourdesux, on —‘lz:lf-the ivity
and eloquence of some of its ives, thi iority
was the most distinguished. This last city is seted on the
Garonne, or Gironde ; mdbehgtlwcentreof:demmt
named from that river, the appellation of Girondists was
giventotlwvholepany. These, and some other towns, de-
elared strongly the prineiples of hy; and against
the despotism of Paris. Numerous addresses were sent to the
C ion, ining to maintain its sutbority, which the

) 4 S
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addressers were pleased to consider 'ss legal and comstitu-
tional, though chosen, not to compose an executive govern-
ment, but to form a plan for a constitution.

In the Convention, measures were taken to obtain en
armed force from the several departments to maintain the
freedom of that body, and to provide for-the personal safety
of the members; neither of which, from the 14th of July,
1789, to this hour, have been really enjoyed by their as-
semblies sitting under any denomination. ,

This scheme, which was well conceived, had not the de-
sired success. Paris, from which the Convention did not
dare to move, though some threats of such a departure were
from time to time thrown out, was too powerful for the
of the Gironde. Some of the propof ds, but neither
with regularity nor in force, did indeed arrive; they were
debauched as fast as they came; or were sent to the frontiers,,
The game played by the revolutionists in 1789, with respect
to the French guards of the unhappy king, was now played
against the departmental guards, called together for the pro-
tection of the revolutionists. Every part of their own policy
1olomes round, and strikes at their own power and their own

ves, :

The Parisians, on their part, were not slow in taking the
alarm. They had just reason to apprehend, that if they per-
mitted the smallest delay, they should see themselves besieged
by an army collected from all parts of France. Violert
threats were thrown out against that eity in the assembly.
Its total destruction was d. Ave kable exs
pression was used in these debates,  that in future times it
might be inquired, on what part of the Seine Paris had
stood.” The faction which ru%ed in Paris, too bold to be
intimidated, and too vigilant to be surprised, instantly armed
themselves. In their turn, they accused the Girondists of &
treasonable design to break the republic one and indivisible
(whose unity they contended could only be preserved by the
supremacy of Paris) into a number of confederate commons
wealths, The Girondin faction on this account received also
the name of federalists. -

. Things on both sides hastened fast to extremiti Paris,
the mother of equality, was herself to be equalised. Mat-
ters were come to this alternative : either that city must be
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reduced to a mere member of the federahve republie, or, the

Convention, choaen, as they uld, b{v | France, was to be

brought regularly and sy y under the dominion

oPi' the common-hall, and even of any one of the sections of
aris.

In this awful contest, thus brought to issue, the great
‘mother club of the Jacobins was entirely in the Parisian in-
terest. The Girondins no longer dared to show their faces
in that assembly. Nine-tenths at least of the Jacobin clubs,
throughout France, adhered to the great patriarchial Jaco-
biniere of Paris, to which they were (to use. thmr own term)

affiliated, No suthority of 1 or
Imd the least weight, whenever these cfubl chose to inter-
and they chose to interfere in everything, and on every
A? hope of mmg them to the support of pro-
perty, or to the acknow ent of any law but their owu
wxll, was evulently vnm a Nothing but an arm-
" 1 anthority could an-
swer the pu of the Glrondmu Anarchy was to be

curedbyn rﬁow':,unbadbeenmmdbylt

Asa inary to this on the Jacobins and the
commons of Pnns, which it v:;thuped wo;:g‘ be supported
by all the remammg property of France, it became absolutel

o repare & manifesto, lnymg before the pnblx{
the who olwy, genius, clnmcter and conduct, of the }}n

cY b government. To make this exposition as ful Jt

Andclesrlyultougbt to be made, it was of the same unavoi
able y to got ugh a series of transactions, in which
all those inthud“l"' wem,uthelaenl
periods of their activity, deeply ived
of this design, and under these difficulties, Bm-ot prepared
the iol]o::f declaration of bis party, which be executed
with no s ability ; and in this manner the wbole mystery
of the French Bevoluhonmlmdopenm K:ru

It is almost needless to mention to the reader the fate of
the design to which this pamphlet was to be subservient.
The Jacobins of Paris were more prompt than their adver-
saries. They were the readiest to resort to what La Fayette
calls the most sacred of all duties, that of insurrection. ~An-
other mra of holy insurrection commenced the 31st of last
May. As the first-fruits of that insurrection grafled om
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insurrection, and of that rebellion improving upon rebellion,

the eacred, irresponsible character of the bers of the .
Jonvention was laughed to scorn. They had themselves
hown, in their proceedings against the late king, how little
he most fixed principles are to be relied upon, in their
evolutionary constitution. The bers of the Girondi
warty in the Convention were seized upon, or obliged to
ave themselves by flight. The unhappy author of this
riece with twenty of his intes suffered together on the
caffold, after & trial, the iniquity of which puts all descrip-
ion to defiance.

The English reader will draw from this work of Brissot,
nd from the result of the last struggles of this party, some
wseful lessons. He will be enabled to judge of tge informa~
ion of those who have undertaken to guide and enlighten
18, and who for reasons best known to themselves, have chosen
o paint the French Revolution and ite q in brilli-
wt and flattering colours.—~They will know how to appre-
siate the liberty of France, which has been so much magni.
jed in England. They will do justice to the wisdom and
yooduess of their sovereign and his parliament, who have
put them into a state of defence, in the war audaciously made
apon us, in favour of that kind of liberty, When we see
(as here we must see) in their true colours; the character
and policy of our enemies, our gratitude will become an ac-
tive principle. Itwill grodue,e a strong.and zealous co-oper-
ation with the efforts of our government, in favour of a con-
stitution under which we enjoy advantages, the full value of
which, the querulous weakness of human nature requires
sometimes the opportunity of a ison, to understand
and to relish,

Our confidence in those who watch for the gublic will not
be lessened. We shall be sensible that to alarm us in the
late circumstances of our affairs, was not for our molestation,
but for our security. We shall be sensible that this alarm
wae not ill-timed—and that it ought to have been given, as
it was {Zen, before the enemy had time fully to mature and
eccomplish their plans, for reducing us to the condition of
France, as that condition is ﬁzithfulry and without exaggera-
tion described in the following work. We now have our
arms in our hands; we have the means of opposing the

d
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sense, the courage, and the resources of England to the
deepest, the most craftily devised, the best combinéd, and
the most extensive design, that ever was carried on, since the
beginning of the world, against all property, all order, all
religion, all law, and all real freedom.
he reader is requested to attend to the part of this pam-
phlet which relates to the conduct of the Jacobins, with re-
Erd to the Austrian Netherlands, which they eall Belgia or
lgium. It is from page seventy-two to page eighty-four
of this translation, Here their n’ewn and E:f e
their neighb are fully displayed. Here the whole mys-
tery of their ferocious politics is laid open with the utmost
clearness, Here thé manner, in which they would treat
every nation, into which they could introduce their doctrines
and influence, is distinetly marked. We see that no nation
was out of danger, and we see what the danger was with which
every nation was threatened. The writer of this phlet
throws the blame of several of the most violent of the pro-
ceedings on the other party. He and his friends, at the
time allnded to, had a majority in the National Assembly.
He admits that neither he nor they ever publicly opposed
these measures; but he attributes their silence to a fear
rendering th 1 cted. It is most certain,
that, whether from fear, or from approbation, they never
discovered any dislike of those proceedings till Dumourier
was driven from the Netherlands. But whatever their mo-
tive was, it is plain that the most violent- is, and since the
Revolution has always been, the predominant party.

If Europe could not be saved without our interposition,
(most certainly it could not,) I am sure there is not sa
Englishman who would not blush to be left out of the general
effort made in favour of the general safety. But we are not
secondary tes in this war ; woe are principals in the dan-
ger, and ought to be principals in the exertion. 1f any Eng-
lishman asks whether the designs of the French sssassins
are confined to the spot of Europe which they actually deso-
late, the citizen Brissot, the author of this book, and the
author of the declaration of war sgainst England, will give
him his answer. He will find in this book, that the repub-
licans are divided into factions, full of the most furious and
destructive animosity against each other: but he will find

igns upon all
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also that there is one point in which they perfectly agree—

* that they are ell enemies alike to the government of all other

nations, and oply contend with each other about the means
of propagating their tenets, and extending their empire by
conquest. .
., It is true, that, in this present work, which the author
professe,d.li designed for an appeal to foreiﬁ nations and,
posterity, he has dressed up the philosophy of his own faction
in as decent s garb as he could to make her appearance in
ublic ; but through every disguise her hideous figure may
Ee distinetly seen. If, however, the reader still wishes to see
her in all her naked deformity, I would further refer him to
a private letter of Brissot, written towards the end of the
last year, and quoted in a late very able pamphlet of Mallet
du Pan, “We must " (says our philosopher) “set fire to the-
four corners of Europe;” in that alone 18 our safety. “ Du~
mourier cannot suit us. 1 always distrusted him. Miranda
is the gemersl for us: he understands the revolutionary
power, he has courage, lights,” &el! Here everly]thing is
fairly avowed in plain language. The triumph of philosophy
is the universal conflagration of Europe ; the only real dissa-
tisfaction with Dumourier is a i of his moderation ;
and the secret motive of that preferenoe which in this very
pamphlet the author gives to Mirands, though without as-
igmng his , is declared to be the superior fitness of
that foreign adventurer for the purposes of subversion and
destruction.—On the other hand, if there can be any man in
this country so hardy as to undertake the.defence or the
:!Polo of the present monstrous usurpers of France; and
if it should be said in their favour, that it is not just to credit’
the charges of their enemy Brissot against them, who have
actually tried and condemned him on the very same char,
among others ; we are luckily supplied with the best possible
evidence in support of this Part of his book against them;
it comes from among themselves. Camille Desmoulins pub-
lished the ¢ History of the Brissotins” in answer to this
very address of Brissot. It was the counter-manifesto of the
last Holy Revolution of the thirty-first of May; and the
flagitious orthodoxy of his writings at that period has been
i See the transiation of Mallet Dn Pan's work, printed for Owen,
page 53. .
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admitted in the late scrutiny of him by the Jacobin club,
when they saved him from that guillotine “ which he grazed.”
In the beginning of bis work he diaplays “the task of glory,”
as'ho calls it, ixch presented itself at the opening of the
C d up in two points: “to create
the French repnbhc, and ¢ disorganize Europe ; perhaps to
purge it of m tyrana by the erupmm of the volcanic princi-
ples.of eg is exact; the proof is
eomplete and m-emt:ble .

In a cause like this, and in s time like the present, there
is Do nentrality. They who are not  actively, and with de-
cision and energy, ag sre 1toh’:mum
They who do not dread 1t, love it. It canmot viewed
with indifference. It is a thing made to produce 8 powerful

P on the feelings. Such is the nature of Jacobin-
ism, such is the nature of man, that this system must be re-
garded eltbe;- with enthusisstic ndmmtwn, or with the high-
est d

Another great lesson may be tanght b tlns book, and by
the fortune of the luthot,ymd Imgpar!;yy I mean s lesson
drawn from the cousequences of engaging in daring innovs-
hane,fromnhopethat we may be able to limit their mis-

our and by our policy to

secure ourselves agauut the effect of the evil exam gﬂu we
bold out to the world. This lesson is taught throug
all the important pages of history; but never has it been
taught 8o clearly and so awfully as at this bour. The re-
volutionists who have just mﬁ'ered an ignominious death,
under the sent: of the tribunal, (s tribunal
comro-edaf thase with whom they fad trinmphed in the

of the sncient gavemment,) 'm:{enu

ordm.nry men, or without very cons
g;irewnrm But with all ther:ftal:::undrwurwl,:tn,:
8 nwmenm"y‘ extent of t| er, we see

fate of their projects, their power, and ﬂ?elo:Penonl We
see before our eyes the absurdity of thinking to establish
order upon principles of confusion, or, with the materials
and mnrumenh rebellion, to build up a solid and stable
government.

* See the translation of the HluoryalmBr-m-.byCcmﬂc
Desmouling, printed for Owen, p. 2.
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Such partisans of a republic amongst us as may not have
the worst intentions will see, that the Frinciples, the plans,
the manrers, the morals, and the whole system, of France
are altogether as adverse to the formation and duration of
any rational scheme of a republic, as they ave to that of a
monarchy absolute or limited. It is indeed a system which
can only answer the purposes of robbers and murderers.

The translator has onl{mto say for himself, that he has
found some difficulty in this version. His original author,
through haste perhaps, or through the perturbation of a
mind filled with a great and arduous enterprise, is often ob-
peure. There are some passages too, in which his language
requires to be first translated into French, at least into such
French as the Academy would in former times have tolerated.
He writes with great force and vivacity; but the lan, e,
like everything else in his country, has undergone a revolu-
tion. e translator thought it best to be as literal as

“possible;; iving such a translation would perhaps be the
most fit to convey the author’s peculiar mode of thinking,
In this way the translator has no credit for style; but he
makes it up in fidelity. Indeed the facts and observations
are 8o much more important than the style, that no apology
is wanted for producing them in any intelligible manner,

APPENDIX, .
[The Address of M. Brissot to his Constituents being now almost for-
gotten, it has been thought right to add, as an Appendix, that part of

it to which Mr, Burke points our particular attention, and upon which
he 8o forcibly comments in his Preface.]

@& & & Tppee sorts of &nnrcily have ruined our affairs in
Belgium.

e hy of the administration of Paché, which hos
completely disorganized the supply of our armies; which by
that disorganization reduced the army of Dumourier to stop
in the middle of its conquests; which struck it motionless
through the months of November and December; which
hindered it from joining Bour;mnvi]le and Cuastine, and from

o 4
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forcing the Prussians and Austrians to repass the Rhine, 8nd
afterwards from putting themselves into a condition to in-
vade Holland sooner than they did.

To this state of ministerial anarchy, it is necessary to join
that other anarchy which disorganized the troope, and occa-
sioned their habite of pl]]a.ge and, lastly, that anarchy which

ted the luti y- er, and forced the union to
Franee of the countries we invaded, before things were
ripe for such a measare.

‘Who could, however, doubt the fnghtful evils that were
occasioned in our armies by that doctrine of anarchy, which,
under the shadow of equality of right, would establish equality
of fact? Thmuumversalequahty,the scourge of society,
a8 the other is the support of society. An anarchical doc-
trine which would level all things, talents and ignorance,
virtues and vices, places, uugeo,m services; s doctrine

which begot that fatnl vnﬁ the army,
sented by Dubois de rmee,towhuhlt
a complete disorganization.

Mark the date of the tation of the system of this

eq ‘Koffwt,entlre . It bad been projected and
even at the veryeqopem“ﬂnyng of the Dutch pc:.;npmgn. It
any | pto;ecteou]d encourage the want of discipline in the
heme could disgust and banish good officers,
andthmwnllthmglmto fusion at the ent when
order alone could thory:tuthupro_]ectmtmthuo
stubbornly defe “byt , and P d into
their tactics.

How they expect that there should exist any disci-
crphne,mymbordmmon,whenevenmthempthe'ynser
mit motions,
generals ? Does not such s disord nllthe
tbatmdnetompenms,md:llthemntmlwnﬁdememth—
out which success eannot be hoped for? For the spirit of
distrust makes the soldier i and i the
general. Tbeﬁntdmeemntmaonm mevcz.danger the
ﬂxemgeof&emﬂ'old,dmmtmnhm-el?tobold

tion, snd those heights of age which electrify an
muymdmsmnctory. Turenne, in our time, would
wnedh-l:endtothewaﬂ'old fwhewu'omenmbelt
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but the reason why he more frequently conquered was, that
his discivline was severe: it was, that his soldiers, confiding
in his talents, never muttered discontent instead of fighting.
—Without reciprocal confidence between the soldier and
the general, there can be no army, n¢ vietory, especially in &
free government,

Is it not to the same system of anarchy, of equalization,
and want of subordination, which has been recommended in
some clubs, and defended even in the Convention, that we
owe the pillages, the murders, the enormities of all kinds,
which it was difficult for the officers to put a stop to, from
the gemeral spirit of insubordination; excesses-which have
rendered the French name odious,to the Belgians? Again,
is it not to this system of anarchy, and of robbery, that we
are indebted for the lutionary power, which has so justly
agpravated the hatred of the Belgians against France

‘What did enlightened republicans think before the 10th
of Aungust, men who wished for liberty, not only for their
own country, but for all Europe? -They believed that they
could generally establish it, by exciting the ‘governed against
the governors, in letting the people see the facility and the ad-
vantages of such insurrections.

But how can the people be led to'that point? By the ex-
ample of %ood government established among us; by the
example of order; by the care of spreading mothing but
moral ideas among them; to respect their properties and
their rights; to respect their prejudices, even when we com-
bat them ; by disi ted in defending the people, by
8 gzeal to extend the spirit of liberty amongst them.

Thie system was at first followed.! Excellent pamphlets
from the pen of Condoreet prepared the people far liberty ;
the 10th of August, the republican decrees, the battle of
Valmy, the retreat of the Prussiane, the victory of Jemappe,
all spoke in favour of France; all was rapidly desh'oyetf %y
the revolutionary power. Without doubt, good intentions
made the majority of the Assembly adopt it; they would
plant the tree of liberty in a foreign soil, under the shade of
a people already free. To the eyes of the people of Belgium
it seemed but the mask of & new, forcign tyranny, This

? The most seditious libels upon alt g in order to excite in-
surrection in Spain, Holland, and ?ov.ha; countries. Trans s
N
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inion was er 3 T will suppose it for a ; but
otill this opinion of Belgmm denerved to be conmlmd In
general we have always idered our own i and

our own intentions, rather than the people whose cause we
defend. We have given those le a will ; thut is to say,
we have more than ever ahenate%eog
How could the Belgic people beheve the-mse ves free,
- since we exerc]nlse iorht‘l;“em, and over them, the rights of
sav when without consul them, we al
' e, iheir sncient waagon Chee ey, Thek prcio
dices, those classes of society which without doubt are con-
trary to the spirit of liberty, but the utility of whose de-
stmctmn was nob a8 yet proved to them ? ﬁuw could they
and sovereign, when we made them
t&keeuchmoathuwethongbtﬁt as a test to give them
the right of voting? How could they behevo th se!ve-
free, when openly d their reli which
rehgwua worship that lupermhoun ulued beyond
therr liberty, beyond even their life; when we proscribed
their priests; when we banished them from their assemblies,
where they were in the practice of seeing them govern;
when we seized their revenues, their domains, and riches, to
the profit of the nation; when we carried to the very censer
those hands which they reguded a8 profane? Doubtless
these ki but those prin-
ciples onght tohnehadtheeonunto{the]}elg:mbefore
they were carried into practice; otberwise they necesearily

beenmeonrmostmelenanw-

Arrived at the last b ‘of].ibertymdequahty,

trampling under our feet all human superstitions,

bowever,afomyus’vnwnhtbem)westwmpt-ﬂnonw

to raise to the same eminence, men, strangers even to the

ﬁrstelementnry prmclplesofhberty, and plunged for fifteen
dred years in i ; we wished to

in

force men to -ee,wlwnuthwk eataract covered their eye-,
even before we had removed that estaract ; we would force

men to see, whose dulness of character had raised a mist be-
fore their eyes, snd before that character was altered.!

¢ It may not be smiss, once for all, to remark on the style of all the

politicians of France. Without any distinction i their seve-

glmndpruq&qwntxmm‘-nmm-hmnum-
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Do you believe that the doctrine which now prevails in
France would have found many partisans among us in 17897
No; & revolution in idess, and in prejudices, is not made
lv;:}h that rapidity; it moves gradually; it does mot esca--

e. .
Philosophy does not inspire by viol nor by seducti
nor is it tge sword that begets Jove of liberty.

Joseph the Second also borrowed the language of philoso-
phy, when he wished to suppress the monks in Belgium, and
to seize upon their revenues. There was seen on him a mask
only of philosophy, covering the hideous countenance of &
greedy despot ; and the people ran to arms. Nothing bet-
ter than another kind of despotism has been seen in the re~
volutionary power.

‘We have seen, in the commissioners of the National Conven
tions, nothing but pro-consuls working the mine of Belgium
for the profit of the French nation; seeking to conquer it
for the sovereign of Paris; either to aggrandize his empire,
or to share the burdens of the debts, and furnish & rich prize
to the robbers who domineered in France.

Do you believe the Belgians have ever been the dupes of
those well-rounded periods, which they vented in the pulpit,

form their government, laws, manners, and religion to the now French
fashion, a8 a herd of siaves. Lhey consider the content with which men
live under those g as stupidity, and all h to religion
as the effecta of the grossest ignorance. .

The people of the Netherlands, by their itution, are as much en-
titled to be called free, as nny mation upon earth. The Austrian govern-
ment (until some wild attempts the emperor Joseph made on the French

rinciple, but which have been since nbandoned by the court of Vienna)
been remarkably mild. No people were more at their case than the
Flemish subjects, particularly the lower classes. It is curious to hear
this great oculist talk of couching the cataract by which the Netherlunds
were blinded, and hindered from seeing, in its proper colours, the beau-
tiful vision of the French Republic, which he has himself painted with
8o masterly a hand. That people must needs be dull, blind, and brutal-
ized by fificen hundred years of superstition, (the time elapsed since the
introduction of Christinmty amongst them,) who could prefer their former
#tate to the present stale of France! The reader will remark, that the
only difference between Brissot and his adversarics, is in the mode of
bringing other uations into’ the pale of the French Republic, — They
would abolish the order and classes of society and all religion at a stroke;
Brissot would have just the same thing done, but with more address and
wmanagement. Tranalator.
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in order to familiarize them to the idea of an union with
France? Do you believe they were ever imposed upon by !
those votes resolutions, made by what is called acclama-
tion, for their union, of which corruption paid one part,’ and
fear forced the remainder ? Who, at this time of day, is un-

quainted with the springs and wires of their miserable
puppet-show ?  Who does not know the farces of primary as-

i iposed of a president, of a secretary, and of some

assiblants, whose day's work was paid for? No; it is not by
means which belong only to thieves and despots, that the
foundations of liberty cap be laid in sn enslaved country. It
is not by those mesas, that a new-born republic, 8 people
who kmow not yet the el ts of republican gover ,
can be united to us. Even slaves do not suffer themselves
to be seduced by such artifices ; and if they have not the
strength to resist, they have at least the sense to know how
to appreciate the value of such an attempt.

11 we would attach the Belgians to us, we must st least en-
lighten their minds by good writings ; we wust send to them

a8t ies, and not despoti isel 3 We ought to
give thenr time to see ; to perceive by themselves the advan-
tages of liberty; the unhappy effects of maperstition; the
fatal spirit of priesthood. And whilst we waited for this
moral revolation, we should have aceepted the offers, which
they incessantly repeated, to join to the French army an
army of fifty thousand men ; to entertain them at their own
expense; and to advance to France the specie of wbich she
stood in need.

But have we ever seen those fifty thousand soldiers, who
were to join our army as soon as the standard of liberty
should be displayed in Belgium? Have we ever seen those
treasures which they were to eount inte our hands? Can
we either accuse the sterility of their country, or the ury
of their treasure, or the eo of their love for L ?
No! despotism and anarchy, these are the benefite which

n:hsoe'eﬂn“ spond of D i pecially the letter of the
March.

? They have not es yet proceeded farther with reessd to the English
dominions. Huenz?mnyum'wimdl’m,mdd
his learned associstes, the labours of the missiomary ciubs, and other

instractors.  Translator.
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we bave transplanted into their soil. We have acted, we
bave spoken like masters ; and from that time we have found
the Flemings nothing but jugglers, who made the grimace
of liberty for money ; or slaves, who in their hearts cursed
their new tyrants. Our commissioners address them in this
sort ; “ You have nobles and priests among you, drive them
out without delay, or we will neither be your brethren nor
your patrons.” They answered, Give us but time ; ouly leave
to us the eare of reforming these institutions. Our answer
to them was, “ No! it must be at the moment ; it must be
on the spot ; or we will treat you as enemies, we will aban-~
don you to the resentment of the Austrians.”

at could the disarmed Belgians object to all this, sur-
rounded as they were by seventy thousand men ? They had
only to hold their tongues, and to bow down their heads be-
fore their masters | They did hold their tongues, and their
silence is received as & sincere and free assent.

Have not the strangest artifices been adopted to prevent
that people from retreating, and to constrain them to an
wunion ? Et was foreseen, that, as long as they were unable to
effect an union, the states would preserve the supreme au-
thori gst th Ives. Un(f:ar pretence, therefore, of
relieving the people, and of exercising the sovereignty in
their right, at one stroke they abolished all the duties and
taxes, they shut up all the treasuries. From that time no
more receipts, no more public money, no more means of
paying the enlaries of any man in office appointed by the
states, Thus was anarchy organized amongst &e people, that
they might be compelled to throw themselves into our arms.
It became necessary for those who administered their affairs,
under the penalty of being exposed to sedition, and in order
to. avoid their throats being cut, to have recourse to the
treasury of France. What did they find in this treasury ?
ASSIGNATS.—~These Assignats were advanced at par to
Belgium, By these means, on the one hand, they neutralized
this” currency in that country; and on the other, they ex-
pected to make & good pecuniary transaction. Thus it is
that covetousness cut its throat with its own hends. The
Belgians have scen in this foreed introduction of assigrats, no-
thing but a double robbery; and they have only the more
violently hated the union with France. '
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Recollect the solicitude of the Belgians on that subject.
With what tness did they eonjure you to take off &
retroactive effect from these assignats, and to prevent them
from being applied to the payment of debts that were con-
tra]c)tfld nnter;lor tﬁ!;‘.he union

id not this language energetically enough signify that
they looked upon the usignatlg as a liprosy, and %Eeyunim
88 a deadly contagion ?

And yet what regard was paid to so just a demand? It
was buried in the i of fi That itt
wanted to make anarchy the means of an union. They only
busied themselves in making the Belgic provinces subser-
vient to their finances.

Cambon said lofiily before the Belgians themselves: The
Belgian war costs us hundreds of millions. Their ordinary
revenues, and even some extraordi taxes, will not answer
to our reimbursements ; and yet we have occasion for them.
The mortgage of onr assignats draws nesr its end. What
mast be done ? Sell the church property of Brabant. Therd
is & mortgage of two thonsand millions (eighty millions ster-
ling). How shall we get possession of them ? By an imme-
diate union. Instantly they decreed this union. Men’s
minds were not disposed to it. What does it signify? Let
us make them vote by means of money. Without delay,
therefore, they secretly order the minister of foreign affairs
to dispose of four or five bundred thousand livres (£20,000
sterling) to make the vagobonds of Brussels drunk, and to
buy proselytes to the union in all the states. But even these
means, it was said, will obtain but a weak minority in our
favour. 'What does that signify ? Revolutions, said they, are
made only by minoritics. It is the minority which has made
the Revolution of France; it is a minority which has made
the le triumph.

T’;:pBelgic provinces were not sufficient to satisfy the
voracious cravings of this fi ial sy . Camb d
to unite everything, that he might seil everything. Thus be
foreed the union of S8avoy; in the war with Hollsnd, he saw
nothing but gold to seize on, and assignats to sell st par.!

! The same thing will bappen in Savey. The persecution of the clergy
has soured people’s minds. The Commissaries represent them o te a8
good Prenchmen. 1 put them to the proof. Where are the legions 7
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Do not let ns dissemble, said he one day to the committee of
1 def in p even of the patriot deputies of
Hiolland, you have vo ecclesiastical goods to offer us for our
indemnity.—IT 18 A BEVOLUTION IN THEIE COUNTERS AND
TRON CHESTS,! that must be made amongst the Durca. The
word was said, and the bankers Abema and Vanstaphorst
understood it

Do you think that that word has not been worth an army
to the Stadtholder, that it has not cooled the ardour of the
Dutch patriots, that it has not commanded the vigorous de-
fence of Williamstadt ?

Do you believe that the patriots of Amsterdam, when they
read the preparatory decree which gave France an execution
on their goods; do you believe, that those patriots would
not have liked better to have remained under the govern-
ment of the Stadtholder, who took from them no more than

- & fixed portion of their property, than to pass under that of
o revolutionary power, which would make a complete revolu«
tion in their buresus and strong boxes, and reduce them to
wretchedness and. rags 72 Robbery, and anarchy, instead of
encouraging, will always stifle revolutions.

But why, they object to me, have not you and your friends
chosen to expose these measures in the rostrum of the Na-
tional Convention? Why bave you not opposed yourself to
all these fatal projects of union ? .

There are two answers to make here, one general, one
particular, .

You complain of the silence of honest men! You quite
forget, then, honest men are the objects of your suspicion.
Buspicion, if it does not stain the soul of & courageous man,
at least arrests his thoughts in their passage to his lips. The
suspicions of a good citizen freeze those men, whom the
calumny of the wicked could not stop in their progress.

You complain of their silence! You forget, then, that you
How, thirty thousand Savoyards—are they not armed to defend, in con- -
cert with us, their liberty ?  Brissot. -

! Portefeuillo—is the word in the original. It signifies all movable
property which may be represented in bonds, notes, bills, stocks, or any
sort of public or private securities. I do not know of a single word in
English that answers it: I have therefore substituted that of fron Chests,
a8 coming nearest to tho idea. Translator. Qu. Cash-boxes. [Ed,

2 In the original letter, lex reduire & la Sansculoterie,
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have often established an insulting equality between them
and men covered with crimes, and made up of ignominy —

You forgef, then, that you have twenty times left them
covered with opprobriumby your galleries —

You forget, tTen, that you have not thought yourselves
sufficiently powerful to impose silence upon these galleries.

‘What ought a wise man to do in the midst of these cir-
cumstances 7 He is silent. He waits the moment when the
passions give way ; he waits till reason shall preside, and till
the multitude shall listen to her voice.

‘What have been the tactics displa‘yed during all these
unions # Camb i ‘u Ofx 10 1 1A;"E'L .
his ignorance in the diplomatic, flattering the ignorant mul-
titude, lending his name and popularity to the anarchists,
seconded by their vociferations, denounced incessantly as

: revolutionists, those intelligent p g who wc;e
esirous, at least, of having things discussed. To the
acts of union, ap) to Cam nnovertact:} treason,

The wish so much as to reflect and to deliberate, was in his
eyes a t crime. He calumniated our inw\l:ltjimu:i'sl]ll}lw
voice of every deputy, especially my voice, would infallibly
have been stifled. ’tf’here were spies on the very monosylla-
bles that escaped our lips.#s#
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