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PREFACE. 

EDMUND BURKB is more frequently cited than 

any other political author, and at no time so often .. 
as at the present day. There scarcely passes a 

public meeting, or a debate in either house of 

parliament, where, to msta.in the argument, or to 

rouud the period, recourse is not had to those 

thoughts of wisdom, aud words of fire, which e~ 

nated in such rich profusion from this master-spirit 

of reason and eloquence. Yet, strauge to say, the 

works of Edmund Burke are not generally read. The 

knowledge of them appears to be confined to the ontor 

or politician: others, though ever ready to admire 

and applaud Burke's brilliant passages when quoted, 

seldom themaelves visit the actual .tore of his 

rhetorical opulence. The evident CS1l8e of the neg

lect is thi.-the portions of the writings and speeches 

of Edmund Burke, which must delight every reader, 
II 
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are often oombined witlr a quantity of matter of 

temporary interest only-with a m3HI, in /'act, of 

political, financial, and .tatistical detail which the 

pnblic or parliamentary buaineu of tbe moment 

required. UnIeu the reader haa some particular 

object in view, his mind hesitateo to encounter this 

formidable obstacle to ita gratification. The precious 

gema lie in the heap it is true, bnt the labour and 

perseverance of the diamond seeker can alone arrive 
L-'_· . at tw:u- poaaeulon. 

The present volume propoaea to relieve this embar. 

I'&88IIlent by giving, nnder a oyatematic arrangement, 

the finer part of the worD of Burke. The plan 

adopted ia a ctamfieation into chapten of the dif. 

ferent IlUbjecta which principally occupied the great 

~'. attention; and a formation onder each 

chapter, of a connected oerieI of extracts the moo 

remarkable for eloquence, argument, or Ityle. The 

whole, with the hiographical IllJDDl&I'7 annexed, di ... 

plays a oonciae, and. it is IlUbmitted. • clear <iew of 

what was the luminoua ooune of Burke'. action and 

thought-what were his parliamentary and literary 

powcra.. 

To etJ'ect the intended object, nearly all Burke'. 
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productions have been laid under contribution. The 

two principal instance. of omiIIIion are hi. eariioot 

_y, "A Vindication of Natural Society," a pi_ 

of continued irony which will not permit of .ope

ration or curtailment l and the "Thought. and 

Deta.il.s on Scarcity," a paper, the excellence of which 

mainly dependa on the unity of the 'II' holo. Ono 

other exception Rl.oo occun. N othillg, beyond • 

few observations, ia taken from the corr08pou.d~nee 

of Edmund Burke, lately brought out by Eurl Fit •• 

william, and Lieutenant·General Sir Richard Dourke. 

Due consideration must be paid to the very recent 

publication of those lctten l and, in truth, they form 

altogether 80 agreeable and attractive a colloction, 

that they do not come within the rCOIIon which hu 

led to this volume'. appearance. The eare and 

ability devoted to their production reflect high crodit 

on the editon.-the one, the representative of IL mag. 

nificent line, and the IOn of that great and good 

man, Burke's trneet and dearest friend,-the other, 

Burke'. relative, a IOldicr of diotinction, who, u 

Governor of New South W w, bu, in a diatant 

quarter of the globe, eetabliahed and enlarged the 

reputation of his race. 
b , 
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Ever a warm and reverential admirer of tIll! 

character and principlell of Edmund Burke, the 

editor of the present volume haa already found hi. 

taak rewarded by the plearure experienced in ita 

performance; he will feel that aati.faction con

eiderably increaaed, ehould the book prove in any 

way the meant of extending the knowledge and 

influence of the ilhutrioua mind ... hoac matter it 

contains" 
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A SUMMARY 

OP 

THE LIFE OF EDMUND BURKE. 

ALTHOUOH the Spensers boast of the trophiea of a 
Marlborough, Gibbon esteems "the Fairie Queen" 
the brightest jewel of their coronet; so in the lineage 
of the bistorical house of Clanricarde, the fairest 
name is that of Edmund Burke. But an embarl'lUll!
meut occurs in the pedigrees of both poet and orator: 
neither can accurately determine the precise connec
tion Wlth his parent stem. In Ireland, the frequent 
confiscations, and the consequent alienation of lands 
and destruction of records, have thrown such difficul
ties in the pathway of the genealogist, that, but for 
the light which tradition affords him (and in the 
.ister island the veracity of fwnily tradition is most 
remarkable), his enquiries would be fruitless, and his 
utmost exertions unavailing. In the case of Edmund 
Burke, tradition affirms that he was a scion of a 
respectable branch of the house of Clanricarde, long 
settled in the counties of Galway and Limerick; and 
this statement is strongly confirmed by his continu
OU8 usage of the exact Clanricarde arms, and the 
recognition of the first Earl, who, on more than one 
occasion, addressca him B8 "cousin." 

The greater portion of the Limerick estates uf 
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Mr. Burke'. family having been lost in the civil com
motions of the 17th century, his great grandfather 
retired to a property he possessed in the county of 
Cork, and settled there in the neighbourhood of 
Castletown Roche, a village about five mile. from 
Doneraile. The grandson, RICHARD BOURKE, or 

. BURKE, the father of Edmund Burke, was brought 
up to the profession of the law, and resided for some 
time in Limerick, but eventually removed to Dublin, 
where he took a house on Arran Quay, and there 
practised as an attorney with eminent succe... About 
the y_ 1725, he married Mary, daughter of Patrick 
Nagle, Esq., of BalJyduff (descended from an ancient 
family in the county of Cork, of which was Sir 
Richard Nagle, Attorney-general for Ireland te,np""e 
James II.),* and by her he had no less than fifteen 
children, all of whom died in youth, except GARRE'<T, 
EiMUND, RICHARD, and JULIANA. Garrett, the 
eldest son followed his father'. profession, and resided 
in Dublin: he was never married, and at his decease, 
in 1765, the coun~y of Cork property, which had been 
for several generations in his ancestors' possession, 
devolved on his brother Edmund, by whom it was 
sold for £4000, in 1793. Richard, the third son, 
acquired repntation in the political circles of London 
... a wit and a writer: he was by profession a bar
rioter; after filling the situation of one of the secrc
taries of the treasury in 17 S2, and ..,"ain in 17 83, he 
was, ;n the December of' the latter year, elected 
Recorder of Bristol, an office h. held until hi. death, 
the 4th February, 1794. It is to this Richard Burke 

• AdminJ. Sir Edmund Nagle, the ilieud of King GeQrge IV., ..... aa 
Mr. Burke's, fust couain. 
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that the following well-known jocular epitaph of 
Goldsmith, in "Retaliation," l'cfers:-

"Here lies honest Ri(';hard, whose fate I must sigh at; 
Alas I that such frolic should now be so quiet! 
What spirits were his 1 what wit and what whim! 
Now breaking a jest, and now breaking a limb! 
Now wrangling and grumbling to keep up the ball! 
Now teasing and vexing, yet laughing at all; 
In short, so provoking a devil was Dick, 
That we wished him full ten times a day at old Nick; 
But missing his mirth and agreeable vein, 
As often we wished to have Dick back again." 

Of the only daughter, Juliana, who married a Mr. 
French, further mention will be made hereafter. 

The second son, EDMUND BURKE, was born in his 
father's house, on Arran Quay, the 1st January, 
1730. Very little is known of his early years, except 
his being of a delicate constitotion, tending as was 
believed to consumption. This weakly state of health 
rendering necessary a longer than usual stay under 
the paternal roof, he was first taught to read by his 
mother, Ii woman of cultivated understanding. Tra
dition also relates that another instructor of this 
great master of the powers of the English language 
was an elderly lady, resident in the neighbourhood, 
who feeling a strong partiality for the boy, took a 
. pleasure in communicating the rudiments of learning 
to his infant mind. 'l'he air of the country, however, 
becoming essential to give vigour to his frame, he 
was removed from the metropolis to the house of his 
grandfather, at Castletown Roche, in the county of 
Cork. Here he first went to school, and passed 
several years-some say five-under the discipline of 
a. village schoolmaster. The memory of this period 
remained ever vivid in the mind of Burke; a pleasing 

b 3 
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anecdote describea him revisiting the place in the 
daya of his greatness, and gratifying the pride of 
his quondam pedagogue by a cordial aod alI'ec· 
tionate recognition. Near the opot ,toad the rnino 
of Spencer the poet'. ea.otle--s circum.u.nce which 
in after life tended powerfully to confirm lIr. Burke'. 
early attachment to the locality. From Caotletown 
Roche he returned to Dublin, but did not long otay 
there, as his health further declined: his father 
therefore resolved that the whole of his boyhood 
should pas. in the country, and oeot him to the 
academy of Ballitore, a village in the conoty of 
Kildare, about thirty miles oonth of Dublin. This 
ochool, aI .... ays one of eonmderable and d,*",ed 
repute, .... as then conducted by an excellent and 
learned Quaker, Abraham Shackleton. Yanng Burke 
.... as at that time in his twelfth year. With the IOn 

of the master, Richard Shackleton, .... ho afterwards 
became master himoelf, Edmond formed a friendohip 
of the .... armeat kind; it luted through the .... hole of 
life, neither chilled by time, nor weakened by dis
tance, nor eyen by the immeasurable interYai in point 
of station and pursnita, which Bnrke'. genina and 
fame placed between them. Boyish intimacie., the 
resnlt generally of accident rather than knowledge of 
charad;er, are oeldom durable; not 10 with tm.. 
Through all the atatesman'. illuotriona career, his 
early and hnmble ally found him .till the aame, still 
pI-.ning, amid the appla .... of the aenate and the 
admiration of the world, an undimini.hed rellah for 
the -.iety of the friend of his childhood. AJfee
tionate eorreopaodenee and mutnal uta P"-' 
between them till Mr. Shackleton'. d_ in 1792; 
aad. after that event, Mr. Burke eontinued his inti· 
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macy with the Slwlkletons, until his own death. 
One of his very buit letters was addreased to the . 
daughter of his friend, Mr •. Mary Leadbeater; her 
affecting answer is to be found in the correspondence 
recently published by Lord Fitzwilliam and Silo 
Richard Bourke, and the reader is referred to it as a 
production fully worthy of a lady who, inheriting the 
talent of her family, obtained public favour herse\{ as 
an author, and won the approhation of another genius 
of Ireland, Maria Edgeworth, a name like that of 
Edmund Burke, of never fading reputation. 

At Mr. Shackleton's school, Burke is said to have 
displayed little of that splendour and originality of 
mind which afterwards distinguished him 80 emi. 
nently; indeed, some of his peculiarities were such 
as are generally supposed dissociated from lofty 
intellect. A patient assiduity, a tenacious memory, 
and an unrivalled facility of acquisition, appear to 
have been his chief attributes in his early years. 
Towards the middle of April, 1744, having been just 
three years at the school, he quitted it, and the day 
after doing 80, he entered Trinity College, Dublin, 
... a pensioner. He passed through the usual routine 
of a University education with credit, and nothing 
more. He took the degree of B.A. in 174S,and M.A. 
in 1751 : he was presented with the further degree of 
LL.D., in 1791. Having been always designed for 
tile English bar, his name WB8 entered at the Middle 
Temple 10 early as 1747. In 1750 he arrived in 
London to keep terms. Burke, while in London, 
studied with his accustomed ardour and diligenee; 
but it has been rightly conjectured that his pursuits 
were somewhat too excursive to permit him to obtain 
a ,ery profound knowledge of the law; not to men. 
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tion that his health, still delicate, demanded frequent 
reJas.ation. From one or otheT of th""" cauoeo, or 
more probably from both, he 800n abandoned alto
getheT the profClOion to which he had been destined ; 
a step not agreeable to, or aanctioned by, hi. father. 
The knowledge he had obtained, however, WIUI 

reopectable, and of conaiderable nee to him in after 
life; while the di.oeipline which his legal .tudi ... 
afforded, exerted a moat beneficial in1Iuence on the 
general character of his mind. 

The earliest attempt. of Bnrke were poetic, and of 
more than ordinary promise; but hll .ubsequently 
devoted himself to p1'Ole compooitiODl alone. There 
is abnndant reaoon to believe that at this period of 
his student life, he wrote much and frequently for 
the vanoUl periodicala of the day. Ilia liM avowed 
work, the" Vindication of Natural Society," came 
oot in 1756. This pamphlet may be teTmed a piece 
of philooophical criticism, couched onder the gnv.e 
of oeriona irony. The design of it. author 11'&1 to 
produee a covert mimicry both of the style and 
principles of Lord Bolingbroke, and partienlarly 
hy pushing th<Me opiniOll.l to theiP ultimate re
mIte, to foree conviction on the mind of the reader, 
of theiP nnsonndnesa, by .howing that the ar
gument. employed by the noble writeT against 
religion, applied BI strongly against every otber 
inotitution of ciri1ized men. The attempt pl'O'l'ed 
eminently mcceoofol, the imitation being deemed 
., perfect, BI to constitute identity rather than 
reaemblance. A few monthe altenrardo, in the aame 
year, appeared his celebrated _y, " A Philo.ophical 
Enquiry into the Origin of onr ldeU of the Sublime 
uul.Beaatifol." The severe application whiclJ this 
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puhlica.tion demanded injured his health, a.nd com
pelled. him to seek repose. For tha.t purpose he 
visited Bath and Bristol, where he soon recovered. 
At Bath he was a.ttended by his countryman, Dr. 
Christopher Nugent, an eminent physician. This 
amiable man invited Mr. Burke to his house, where 
he remained till the re-esta.blishment of his health; 
a.nd the consequence of the visit was an atta.chment 
between Burke and the da.ughter of his kind ho~ 
Miss Jane Ma.ry Nugent. The guest (his income 
depending on wha.t his father supplied) offered her 
nearly all he ha.d a.t that time to present-his ha.nd 
and hea.rt, which were a.ccepted. This union proved 
a source of comfort ever after. The la.dy well 
deserved Burke's affections. To considerable endow. 
ments of intellect she added the utmost a.miability 
of disposition: proud of her conquest over such a 
man, proud of his genius, and still prouder of his 
love, she made hinI the object of almost idola.trous 
a.tta.chment; a.nd to the promotion of his happiness 
she dedicated her whole life. Invalua.ble to hinI Willi 

the a.cquisition of such a compa.nion; never did man 
need more than he a. sanctuary, a.nd a refuge in tbe 
qniet of domestic bliss from the incessant agitation 
of his public life; a spot of inviolable security, round 
which the storm of politics might roar and bluster, 
but never enter. Such was his home, justifying his 
own strong and beautiful language, that " every care 
vanished the moment he entered beneath his own 
roof." He himself fully felt and a.cknow ledged his 
wife's surpassing worth, as appears by the terms in 
which he ever spoke of her, and the agony of care 
with which he watched over her during frequent 
periods of ill health, the result of her delicate 
constitution. 
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In 1757 appeared, in tW\I yolome. octavo, .. An 
Account of the European Settlement. in America," 
a work of disputed authorship, but attributed gene
rally, and on good groundo, to Mr. Burke. The 
publication of a new edition of tbe "Egay on the 
Sublime and Beautiful," 80 overcame the parental 
displeasure at Burke's abandoning. thp. legal pro
feaeion, that, on preoenting his fatber witb a copy, he 
reooiYed a aubstantial proof of reconciliation in a 
remittance of OIIe bundred ""dndo. From this Egay 
Burke became universally known aud admired i his 
company W3I courted by men of Ietten and dilrtinc
tion-among tbem Goldsmith, Lord Littleton, Arthur 
Murpby, and Sir Joohua Reyuolda. The ColOM1ll of 
English literature himself aleo .ought the acquaint
ance and friendohip of the author of the U Sublime 
and Beautiful." Dr. JohD80n declared that Burke 
W3I the greatest man living, and that if a stranger 
were driven to take .helter from a abower of rain 
under the aame gateway with him, he mna, in a',,, 
minutea' oonvenation, perooiYe his auperiority over 
oommon men. Murphy say. JohllJlOll would from 
Burke bear contradiction, which he would to1L.-rate 
from no other person. In 17 64, P..eynolda and 
Burke originated the LlnRAay CLUB, at the Turk'. 
Head. Gerrard Street, Sobo. They and J obD80n 
were ito most distinguiahed memhera j ita history 
hrings into -.ciation all the gyeat nameo that 
adorned that Augurtan period of learning and genius. 

In 1757, Burke oommenood his "Eaay towardo aD 

Abridgement of English History i" ~"'t .heeto were 
printed by Dodoley, but the work W8I thrown .. ide 
from oome ""Ole or otber, prohably becaWIe II wne 
had entered into a IIimilM undertaking. 
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In January, 175B, was born his IIOn,Richard, that 
child of many hopes and many sorrows, to be thl'ough 
life beloved with excessive fondne ... , and to be 
mourned in death with even more than parental 
agony and affiiction. This was Burke's only off
spring, with the exception of another son, who, hom 
about two years afterwards, died in infancy. 

The prospects of a family rousing the energies of 
Burke'. mind to still greater exertion, he, about 
this time, commenced the " AnnWll Register," and 
continued, for some years after its establishment, to 
be connected with that excellent and deservedly 
popular political and literary history of the times. 

The day of Burke's political fame now ap
'Proached. The amiable, accomplished, and patriotic 
Lord Charlemont, whose name carries Ireland'. 
greatness in its echo, was the man who first intro. 
dueed him to the attention of those in power. This 
nobleman recommeaded Burke to the Right Hon. 
William Gerard Hamilton, well known as "Single
Speech Hamilton," who, in 1761, had been ap
pointed Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant. 
Hamilton engaged Burke to 88IIist him in Ireland I 
and the latter actively, and, no doubt, usefully, 
employed himself in the service of the government, 
though without any ostensible office or any salary. 
In 1768, Burke received a pension, on the Irish 
establishment, of £300 per annum, for which he was 
indebted principally to Mr. Hamilton. He enjoyed 
it, however, only for two years j it appears its pay
ment inferred implicit political obedience. Burke 
was not the man fur this: his lofty spirit did 
no Inch fealty to Mammon. The instant he became 
fully aware of the intentions of his employers, he 
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. spurned the ignominy and r!,linqw.bed tbe pen.oion. 
Mr. Hamilton, who managed· the matter in tbe troe 
spirit of a political buckster, had the mesnne .. to take 
the pen.oion back. The 11' bole transaction, the entire 
particularo of which hove only recently tnuupired, 
redonndo to Mr. Burke's higb and unbending bonour. 

In 1765 a IeCtion of tbe Wb.iga--.tbe amtocratic 
portion of thot party - entered office under tbe 
auspices of the Marquis of Rockingham. One week 
after that nobleman became First Lord of tbe 
Trea.oury, he appointed Burke hiI Private Secretary, 
and tbe latter, througb tbe interest of Lor~ Verney, 
entered parliament u Member em Wendover. The 
Rockingham adminiotration, it is well known, came 
into power under very critica1~. In 
America, diocontent hod spread to an alarming 
degree in COIllII!qnence of the Stamp Act: at bome, 
the manufacturers and merchants were incensed at 
restrictions which threstened to demoy their trade. 
At tbia momentous period, the parlianJentary -wn 
opened,lanuarythe 14th, 1766, and on a very early 
day, Burke delivered hi. first speech, with America (or 

the theme. Though little of tbis eifort nOW' remain.o, 
it is evident from the commendationl of llr. Pitt, 
who followed him in the debate, that it must hove 
exhibited no ordinary excellence. After this Burke 
spoke frequently, and each time with i.ncreaoing 
eifect. Hie parliamentary reputation hod indeed no 
.Iow dawning, no 1eugthened me; it bunt at onee 
into full and lasting splendour. 10hnlon hilllJJeIf baa 
left it on record, "that probably no man at hiI first 
appearanee ever obtained 10 mucb reputation bet'ore." 

The most important meuure on which the Rock. 
ingham part)' resolved ...... that which respected 
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America, one well known to every reader of English 
history. They repealed the Stamp Act on the ground 
of expediency, but asserted the kgialative power of 
Great Britain to enforce it, if she thought proper. 
This was a middle course between the two extreme 
parties, one of which denied the right of England to 
tax the colonies at all, while the other not only 
maintained that right, but insisted on its being 
exercised. The government measure bears conclusive 
internal evidence of having chiefly heen the work of 
Mr. Burke. It carries the very stamp of his policy. 
His principle was always to apply a practical remedy 
to a practical grievance, and never to discuss abstract 
principles, or, at all events, not before the most 
imperious necessity compelled such course. . The 
measure answered its purpose l and had the plan it 
recognised been adhered to, North America might 
long have remained to Britain. Several other minis
terial proposals passed this session, the most popular 
of which was the resolution aga;1I8t general warranta. 
Under the provisions of this act, Mr. Wilkes returned 
from banishment. 

Parliament was prorogued in June, and in July 
the ministry were dismissed. Mr. Burke soon after 
drew up that masterly sketch, entitled, "A Short 
Account of a late Short Administration j" in which 
he simply stated, in a few paragraphs, what the 
government had done. during its year of office. On 
the dissolution of the Rockingham Administration, 
Mr. Pitt, afterwards Lord Chatham, attempted to 
combine a new one out of the elements of all poli
tical parties, and he produced in consequence that 
memorable "piece of joinery ,"* some years afterwards 

• See p. 266. 
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10 happily described by Mr . .Burke. This ministry 
mb.equently received an accemon of .trBlIgth from the 
Bedford party, terminating in ... hat is 1IBUBlly called 
the Grafton Administration, ... hose proceeding. re-
specting Wilkes gave rise to the Letten of J UIIiu •. 
Among the many perIIODI to ... hom the puhlic hBl at. 
tributed the authorship orthat famOUI epistolary ... ork, 
Burke hBl been frequently mentioned; but, laying 
aside the little proof brought forwB1"d to maintain 
the mppoeition, the question is, 81 regard. IJim, 
completely let at relit by hie own atBtement; for, be 
it remembered, Burke "'81 a man oC unalterable 
truth: one might wely hazard even life upon hie 
faith. In a letter addreooed to Charlet TOlfDlbend. 
bearing date the 24th No.,., 1771, to be fonDd 
in the recently published correspondence before 
alluded to, Burke writes thm: " I have, I dare 131, 
to nine-tenth. of my acquaintance, denied my being 
the author of • J UIIiua,' or having any knowledge of 
the author, u.often u the thing lI'U mentioned, 
... hether in jest or earneat, in style of diea"prohttion 
or of compliment. Perhapa I may ha.,e 'omitted to 
do 10 to you, in any formal manner, u not auppooing 
you to have any l11lIJlicion of me. I tuNJ gi-H 1IUII m, 
_4 and IwrIlIrw that I ..... rwt the tmlhnr of' JuniMA,' 
and that I hunD rwt the tmllwr of that paper, and I 
d<J tlIlJluJrUe 1IUII 10 .ag MI." 

In the year 1768 Mr. Burke purchued au _ in 
Buckingbmnshire, eaIled Gregoriel, or Butler'. Court, 
situated about a mile from the market town of 
BeaeoDBfieW. and latterly itlelf better known by the 
name of .. Beacon.efield" only. 

The funds neceMalY Cor thie acquiaition he deri.,ed 
partially from money left him by hie father aod elder 
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brother, then dead; BDd partially through the aid of 
his patron, the Marquis of Rockingham, who con. 
sidered it little more thBD a just return for the faith. 
ful BDd indefatigable services of his secretary. At 
Beaconsfield, Burke cultivated his lands with great 
care and attention: . he took iDJinite pleasure in 
agriculture, BDd he proved himself to be one of the 
most IUccessful farmers in the county. Here too 
used he to entertain with cordial BDd frequent hOI. 
pitality his friends BDd admirers. Butlerl Court w .... 
the continual resort of beauty, wit, or talent, led 
thither by the fascinating society of the owner BDd 
his family. In private company Burke was a delight. 
ful associate: he had extraordinary powers of con· 
versation on all matters, grave or gay, importBDt or 
trivial; he abounded in humour BDd pleasBDtry; he 
took an interest in every one, BDd every thing; BDd 
there was searce a rubject of which he did not evince· 
a perfect knowledge. He felt much enjoyment in 
female society, and with ladies his manners were 
graceful, amuaing, BDd playful. At home, BDd among 
his associates, politics were readily laid aside; and 
various BDecdotes represent the statesman entering 
with zest into the oports and pranks of the witty 
crowd that ourrounded him; sharing earnestly in the 
games of schoolboys; and even listening in the com. 
pany of children, with serious attention, to fairy 
adventures BDd infantine histories. Add to this the 
pure mind, and unimpeachable moral character of 
the man, and no wonder that Beaconsfield formed a 
centre of attraction. But the place is rendered sacred 
by even nobler recollections: it was on all occasions, 
the refuge of misery and distress. To the assistance 
Edmund Burke afforded in hours of poverty and 
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embat'J'll88JJlent, England owes a painter and a poet, 
Barry and Crabbe. Burke lent Barry to Italy at hit 
own expense, and mJlintained him through many 
diflicu1tie.. To Crabbe he W81 of atill greater aero 
rice: the poet while in London, in atraightened cir. 
enmatancea and witbont mende, eonceived the happy 
thought of writing and sending a apecimen of hie 
talenta to Beaeonafield. The reply and the relief 
were inatantanOOWl; and under hie great patron'. 
foatering care, the author of "The Borough," and 
the It Tales of tbe Hall," role Uom obllCllrity, and 
made the opportunity the meana of fame and inde
pendence. Nor can it be rorgotten, that at Beacon. 
field, the prieata and laymen who had eacaped from 
the terron of the French revolution were reeeived 
with open &I'DIlI; that BUJ'ke, with all hie energy and 
eloquenee, railed anbscriptiona (or thoae unhappy 
anJferen; that he indU£ed the government to fOrm a 
ochoal in hie neighboUJ'hood for the education of the 
ehildren of refugeea; and that, even in the laat lOr. 
rowful honn of hie life, he never relinqniehed hie 
attention to the eomfort and proaperity of that eatab
Iishment. Tbeae deeds, more than hie greatneo, 
.peak to hie eternal honour; and make one eaaily 
accord with Abraham Shackleton, the IOn of hie early 
friend, who, when BUJ'kew81 near hie deatb, wrote 

. to him thue: "the memory of Edmond BUJ'ke'. phi
lanthropic virtues will ontlive the period wben hie 
shining political talent. win ceaae to act. New 
f'uhiona o( political sentiment will exist; but phi
Janthropy-tDtmorlale J8lJ1Id." 

Abraham Shack1eton'. aiater, the talented lIra. 
Leadbeater, befare-mentioned, wrote, ... hen a girl, a 
poem deocriptive of the JDaIJJion at Bearouafield and 
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its owner: the followiDg linea are from the iDtro
duction:-

AD h"n, yo woods, in deepeat gloom array'd r 
Admil a atnu>ger through your reverend shade, 
With dmid atop to oeek the fair retreat, 
Where Virtue and where Geni'wt fix their eeat : 
Iu Bin retiring from the public gaze, 
Nol deepest shad ....... yoU .. bright. hlaze. 
La I there the lD.IIIlBion ItaDda iD princely pride ; 
The beauteoua wings 8:1tend on ei&ber aide ; 
Uneoc:iaI pomp I\iee from the c:heerfulpte, 
Where h08pitalily delights to "";1 ; 
A brighter grace ~ ..... did smile _ 

Than the majestie pillan' comely I"OW8. 

Enter _ eYeMlpeD doors, and lind 

All that can strike the eye, or charm the mind : 
Painting and aeulpture there their prid. display, 
And oplendid chamhere deck'd ill rich ...... y. 
But. &beee are Dot the honOUl'll of the dome 
Where Burke reaidea, and atrangel"I find • home ; 
To whose glad hearth the aocial. virtues move, 
Paternal tondne88, SlId eonnubiallove, 
Benevolence unwearied, friendship true, 
And wit. 11Illorced, and ooo.verae eTe1' new, 
And DlIUlIlel'&, where the polished com; we trace, 
CombiDed with artl ... aature·. noble grace • 

• • • • 
When the aad voice of indigence he hean, 
And pain and lllieme.. eloquent. ill tean
POnUea the festive board. with pitying oy. 
MiDgI .. the luoaIiDg draught,O and &icla>_lIieo ; 
Or, it the mind be torn with deep di.atrees, 
SeeD, with kiDd ....., the griewooco to _ 

Thia, thia io EdmlDld Burk..-d thia hio ereed
Thia iollUblime ..,d beautiful illdeed. 

* TWa ill an .J.IoaiOD to Borke'. poaeaion of. alight knowledge of 
pnetical medicine, which enabled him to adm.inister relief not only to 

hio ........ ts and famlI,y, bul to Lio poorer neigh""" ill the counlr7, 
wh •• lbo, ..... unable to pay for more regular advioe, or too _I 
to procure il immediatel,. 
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The parliamentary _ion of 1768 opened in per. 
plexities. America, agitated from one extremity to 
the other, 8S81lII)ed a tone of remonstrance fast 
strengthening into defiance. This topic, more ""PC
cially the flagrant injnstice of mmmoning Americans 
to England for trial, funiished Mr. BllI'ke with mat
ter of frequent and powerful invective. Unable any 
longer to carry on the government, Lord Chatham 
resigned. At this eritical moment W ilkca again 
appeared on the iltage, and against the influence of 
both court and legislature gained the eJection for 
Middlesex.. Hie con.aequent prosecutinn gave rise to 
disgraceful riots. Burke, while he ditapproved of 
Wilkes' conduct, exerted himself to the utmost to 
defeat the 1JIJCOJl.!titutional metkodt adopted to eru.oh 
him. 

Mr. (henville at this period either wrote, or caUJed 
to be written, a pamphlet, "The Present State of 
the Nation;" an elaborate defence of the Earl of 
Bute's me&llJl'eS and his own. Mr. Burke replied, in 
hill "Obeervat:iOlUl on a late Pamphlet, entitled, 'The 
Present State of the Nation!" In 177 0 he publi.hed 
the U Thougbts on the Present Di.ocontents." 

Although on the eve of the American war, the 
ministry, atiIl obstinately devoted to their policy, 
adopted the most rash me&IlJI'eS against the state 
of M_hneette. Mr. Burke, almost alone, steadily 
opposed them. He took a leading part in the (hen. 
ville Election Bill, the Quebec Bill, and _eral others 
that affected America. Bnt his moat epleodid dart 
W8I hill harangue in mt'Our of Mr. FuIIer'. motion 
Cor repealing the tea-duty. It eqnalo in beauty 
my piec2 of oratory Mr. Burke ever compooed; 
and in nerve and faroe, in all the _tialo of 
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powerful eloquence, surpasses most of them. This is 
the speech on "Americau Trutation," the first he 

. could be prevailed on to publish. 
In the summer of 1772, Burke visited the con

tinent, and there saw the beautiful but ill-fated 
Maria Antoinette, whose charms and accomplish
meuts made a lasting impression on hie mind. 

On the dissolution of parliament, in 1774, a dif
ference with Lord Verney excluding Burke from 
Wendover, be was elected for Malton, in Yorkshire. 
Malton, however, had not then the honour of being 
so represented; for just as the election had ter" 
minated, a deputation from Bristol am ved with the 
flattering invitation to become a candidate for that 
city. Burke immediately decided; threw himself 
into a post-chaise, and by travelling night and day 
with incredible speed, in about four-and-forty hours 
reached Bristol. Without resting a moment, he re
paired to the Guildhall, and addressed a powerful 
.peech to the electors. He had been nominated at a 
late period, and the canvass of hie opponents had 
already far advanced; yet, nothing daunted, he ven
tured on the conteat, which continued to the very last 
moment. It terminated in his favour. In returning 
thanks for his election, he took an opportunity of 
entering largely into the mutual duties of represellta.. 
tivea and their constituents. 

The "Boston Port" measures produced, as pre
du:tcd, the most disastrous results. They exasp&o 
rated the spirit of all America; they necessitated 
defence; and they led to the establishment of Con
gress; thna giving unity and concentration to the 
hitherto vague and wavering spirit of hostility. .The 
ministry in this embarrassing position, gave powerful 
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testimony to Burke'. far-lighted wisdom, though too 
late. Lord Chatham now' CODBented to adopt the 
DEFLAB&TOBT ACT. Abundant evidence, given at 
the bar of the house, aIeo proved that America would 
have rested tranquil, had the policy of the Rocking. 
ham administration been adhered to. . 

In the aession of 1775, M7. Burk~ introduced hit 
famous propositiOIlll on the subjeet of " American 
Conciliation." This u the most elaborate of his 
opeechee on the subjeet of America, and one of 
the most powerful he ever delivered. In it he 
went somewhat further than he had .. yet done, 
though he still cantiously avoided the question of 
right, and contented himself with denying altogether 
the possible expediency of taxing America. The time 
had arrived, in his opinion, when something rnqrt 

w .. neceBIIUY Cor the tranquillisation of the colony, 
than the abandonment of a tax. The American. 
wonId formerly have accepted that compromiae; 
they wonId now be oati8fied with it no longer. 
They demanded a pledge against the pouihle recur
rence of the syBtenl. His defence of this advance on 
his old position w .. , that /I greal change of circum
n/l_ demmuktl /I . change of policy. The whole 
hal'angne teem. with important principlea, adorned 
and enforced with the prodigal ilJuatratious of 
his Caney. Mr. Fos< IBid of it, ,.. Let gentlemen 
read this opeech by day, and meditate upon it by 
night; let them peruse it again and again. iltndy 
it, imprint it on their minds, impreoa it on their 
hearte-th~ would there Jeam that Jejh_atation 
w .. the aovereign remedy Cor every eriI." 

Burke's eloquent warningw, however, poured forth 
in vain. The infatuated ministry had nO ear Cor the 
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modern C8S88Ildra. Hostilities, in fact, had already 
commenced at Lexington, at ConcOrd,and at Bunker's 
Hill j and, General Washington had taken the com-
mand of the colonial forces. • 

In the following session, the haughty tone of the 
address again called Burke to offer a strong but 
ineffectual protest against an. obstinate appeal to 
force in the disputes with America. Nor did he 
stop here j five weeks afterwards he brought forward 
a lecond scheme of conciliation with America, founded 
on the statute of Edward I., de tallagw: rwn cOfICe
de1ulo. This apee,ch is said to have been a won
derful effort of oratory, but scarcely a vestige of it 
remains. 

His efforts were of no avail j the ministry atill 
persevered. Petitiomo and remonstrances from mer
chants, both at home and abroad, met with a lort 
of ostentation of neglect, which at length provoked 
Mr. Burke to move a resolution in the shape of 
a taunt, to the effect, that, "The house knowing 

. all things relative to America; needed no further 
information." 

Thus, finding their efforts to oppose the obstinacy 
of ministers ineffectual, Lord Rockingham's party 
determined to abient themselves from parliament, 
and no longer endure the humiliation of seeing 
measures passed which they believed fraught with 
calamities to the country, and to which they could. 
offer no availing resistanoe. Two addresses, Qne to 
the king and the other to the colonies, were drawn 
up in explanation of their conduct by Mr. Burke. 
This unprecedented policy was not persisted in. 
It, however, called forth Burke's eloquent letter to . 
the" Sheriffs of BristoL" 
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The :attempt to remove certain heavy ·restriction. 
on the trade of Ireland, met with the approbation 
and support of Burke. But the Darrow .pirit of 
Bristol, jealous for ito commercial interest., took 
alarm. Burke, however, resolved to prelM-'l"Ve hi. 
independence, though at the expcme of hi. popu
larity. He accordingly penri.oted in hi. C01ll"84l; and 
in consequence, hi. patriotism cost him much of the 
favour of his COUlItituency. He defended his couduct 
in "Two letters- to Gentlemen oC Bristol, on the BiJ.b 
relative to the Trade of Ireland." 

Nor in this point only did he give umbrage to hie 
coUAtitnents. loB narrow-minded in tbeir general 
policy as they were se1fish in their cmnmeue, the 
people of Bristol could not sympathiae with his oup
port of Sir George Savil1e'. hill fur the relid' of the 
Catbolica. The state of things, however, at Bristol, 
met a counterbalance in the conduct of Dublin, 
which, in the ardour of gratitude and admiration, 
proposed a statue to his honour. 

At this period an occurrence took plaee which 
proved Burke's constancy in friendship. Admiral 
Keppel bad fought an indecioive action witb the 
French fleet. For this be bad to appear before 
a court-martial. Mr. Burke who bad long felt 
for him the warmest friendship, attended the gal
lant seaman throughout the anxioua lCe1le of his 
trial at Portsmouth; cheered and eneouragcd him; 
and report .... y., aided in preparing his defence. 

In 17 60, ~Ir. Burke displayed his eloquence and 
his exu:n.ri ... e knowledge in another effort. Taue 
bad increased in proportion to the expensea of 
a eostIy and ruinous war, and the people at length 
'-arne clamorous for redreM. lIr. Burke under-
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took the arduOll8 task of constructing a measure on 
this subject: hence his speech on "Economical 
Reform." 

The chief point. this speech embraced were an 
abolition of all the inferior royal jurisdictions, of an 
immense number of useless offices in the royal house
hold, of some of the civil departments' of the mint 
and the ordnance, of the patent offices of the ex
chequer; the regulation of the army, navy, and 
pension pay-office.; and a new adjustment of the 
civil list. 

Applause unbounded this oration obtained, but the 
project shared the usual fate of opposition measures, 
and at that time fell to the ground. 

After the melancholy riots stirred up by Lord 
George Gordon, Mr. Burke, while urging condign 
punishment on the principal offenders,· evinced 
great humanity in exerting himself to procure pardon 
for the subordinate agents. About the same time 
he drew up the heads of the plan for the abolition of 
the slave-trade. It became impracticable, however, 
then to bring it forward. The great achievement 
remained for Wilberforce. 

On the dissolution of parliament in the autumn of 
1780, when Mr. Burke repaired to Bristol, he found 
his constituents in no very propitious mood. Their 
prejudices, duly inflamed by the industry of his oppo
nents, had poisoned their minds against him. Re
solved, however, that he would neither abandon the 
contest, if a reasonable prospect of success remained, 
nor persist in it merely for the sake of opposition, he 
called a meeting at the Guildhall on the 6th of Sep-

'tember, to enable him to form an opinion of the wue 
of an election. On this occasion, be defended him
self at great length from the charges which had been 

c 2 
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brought against him. The principal aeemed to be 
that he had not visited the city 80 frequently 811 he 
onght; in other words, that he had not practillCd 
with aufficient Bll8iduity the common artifices for 
gaining popular Cavour. He had preferred serving 
hiB constituents to flattering them. The other objec
tiona were to his aupport of the Insolvent Debtora' 
Bill, the Irish Trade Act., and the relief granted to 
the Catholics. On all these question., his .peech 
breathea the "pirit of manly independence and a ens
taining conscioumeu of integrity. 

Findiug it, however, eaaentially neceua.ry to retire 
from the conteat, he aonght Malton once more; and 
for this place he oat during the remainder of hi. par-
liamentary career. • 

In March, 1782, the ministry reaigned. and the 
Rockingham party again entered office. The pro
vince which in this change fell to Burke W811 the 
paymastenhip of the farceo, and a seat in the 
privy council. Burke proved 811 active in office 811 

in opposition. Hill" Economical Reform Bill," 
though curtailed of lOme of ita proportiona (aacri
ficea which he W811 compelled to make to propitiate 
the lords), paaaed both honaea, while hia own office 
became aubjected to thorough alteration, not more 
extensive than jndicionI. 'l'hi8 demanded and 0b
tained anch sacrifice on hia own part .. rendered 
it di1Iicu1t which most to admire, the geWua which 
could deville, or the diainterestedneae which conld 
effect. Certain perqnisitea of hiB office, amounting 
nearly to 1000/. a year, he threw into the public 
treuury. The ministry had hardly time to III'J'8IIge 

their plans ... hen Lord Rockingham anddenly died. 
Lord Shelbnrne anreeeOing. __ era! or the ministry. 
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and Burke amongst them, resigned. On the sub. 
aequent formation by Mr. Fox and Lord North, of 
the much blamed Coalition .wministration, Burke 
once more became paymaster. 

This ministry, led by Mr. Fox, framed the famous 
"India Bill," to correct the gr088 misgovernment of 
the British Indian Empire, which had again and 
again roused the indignation of parliament. In sup. 
port of this measure, Burke delivered that speech 
which, in his works, goes under the name of the 
" Speech on Mr. Fox'. India Bill." 

The bill passed the house of commons; but the 
king exerted all his secret influence to procure its 
defeat in the lords. It was accordingly rejected; 
ministers summarily dismissed from office; while the 
youthful but ambitious Pitt 8ucceeded to the pre. 
miership. A strange and fearful struggle now 
ensued between the royal will, which had fixed on 
Mr. Pitt, and the house of commons who were as 
determined on thwarting it. This hard.fought polio 
tical struggle was maintained by the minister with 
a cool courage and perseverance almost incredible. 
Constantly disgraced and out.voted, he still kept his 
ground; till after numberlesa defeats his pertinacity 
met with BUccesS. The opposition majority, which 
had once been fifty.four, at length broke down to 
one. At this critical moment Mr. Pitt adviBed the 
daring measure of disaolving parliament: his succesa 
was lignal; no less than 160 members of the old 
parliameut being thrown out. 

In April, 1784, the University of Glasgow elected 
Burke Lord Rector; and repeated the honour in the 
following November. He W81 installed amidst a 
splendid asaemblage of aU the principal literati of 



xxxiv BUIUf ART OF TRZ 

the North. About this period he paid his iaBt visit 
to Dr. J ohn80n, then on hi. death-bed. On this 
occasion, the Doctor tendered a most touching tribute 
to the conversational power. of his friend.-" I fear," 
said Burke, "the presence of stranger. i. oppn. .. oive 
to you." "No, Bir," was the reply, II it i& not 10: 
and I must be in a wretched condition indeed, when 
yoor company would not be a delight to me." 

The aeB8ion of 1785 found Mr. Burke still fore
most in opposition. He resisted with spirit the 
ministcrial proposals for a linking fund, 88 well 88 

those respecting Ireland. But India now became 
the scene which W88 to occupy, for many yean, 
Burke's untiring eloquence. On the twenty-eighth 
of Fehruary, he delivered his celebrated speech on 
the Nabob of Arrot'. debts. This, however, W88 hot 
prelude and preparation for those more gigantic 
efforta, which he afterwards made to expooe to the 
people of England the whole sylltem of our eastern 
tyranny, and to obtain, if poooible, a severe hnt saln
tary exercise of retributive justice. 

In 1 i 86 he moved for the prooecution of Governor
General Warren Haatinga. Despite of all ohstaclea 
Mr. Burke entered fearlessly upon the aImOlit d_ 
perate enterprise of this 8CCllIIBtion. By his p<.""'" 
vering eloquence he gradually won over the nation 
to his view., and even forced the minister, who had 
preriomly betrayed partiality (or the accwoed, to 
maintain a rigid neutraIity. The eondnet of the 
trial of Hastinga ... sa oommitted, by the honae of 
eommOIJll, to a body of managen, the chief of 11' hom 
were Burke, Fox, and Sheridan, and the fint of theoe 
the animating oonl pf ail In the -.ion of l1sa, 
Burke declared his intention to proceed by impeach-
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ment: and in the session of 1787-8, th I tnal"M!h~ 
menced in Westminster Hall, in the prese of.dbQe 
all that was august and imposing in the e 

Never did eloquence 80 delight the ear as 
occasion. The greatest orators of an age of oratori 
.plendour exerted themselves to the utmost. Burke, 
Fox, Sheridan, Windham, followed each other in 
apparently endless suacession, and, to use the striking 
language of Mr. Erskine, "shook the walls of 
Westminster Hall with anathemas of superhuman 
eloquence." Mr. Burke never spoke with such 
transcendent effect as on thiS memorable occasion.
The description of the enormities of DEBI SING, * one 
of the worst agents of Indian ~y, excited a 
thrill of ungovernable horror and suppressed mutters 
of execration through the whole assembly, while many 
of the female part of the audience fainted. Even the 
.ternness of Lord Thurlow was for a moment melted, 
and he observed, in reference to the effect of the 
speech, that" their lordships all knew the effect upon 
the auditors, many of whom had not to that moment, 
and, perhaps, never would, recover from the shock it 
had occasioned." Owing to a variety of CSU8es, but to 
nothing more than the sheer weariness of the national 
mind from the length of the triai, Hastings was 
acquitted in 1795, and he stands legally absolved. 
It is for posterity to judge of the existence and extent 
of his offences. The firmest conviction of his guilt 
remained on Mr. Burke's mind to the end of his life. 

In the autumn of 1788 the alarming state of the 
king's health forced the Regency question OD the 
attention of Parliament. Burke opposed Mr. Pitt 
OD this measure with continued wit, SarCB8m, argu-

• See po 117. 
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ment, and ridicnle. The rapijl improvement of the 
royal invalid at the end of Fehruary 1789, rendered 
it nnnecelOsary to purme the unhappy topic further. 

The cIo.ing and moot conspicnoua llCene of Mr. 
Burke'. political career DOW approached-the year 
1790, and the French revolntion-the period .. hen, 
to UBe hie own metaphoricallangnage, hie oplendid 
orb .. ent down, and left the .. eotern horizon in a 
blaze .. ith hie deocending glory. The great con
vnlsion in France had amazed and otnpified mao
kind. An ancil'ut and powerful nation rof/! mddenly 
from a state of oppreooion to one of the wildeot free
dom. In the neighbouring conntrieo the multitude, 
who looked no deeper than the mrCace, applonded : 
many el'en among the wioeot, and the beat yielded to 
the popnlar feeling. Charleo lamea Fox, .. hOBe gal
lant, generolUl mind .. onhipped h1>erty in every 
.hope and every clime, lI1JI'1'endered himoelf entirely 
to thie apparent COJIMlCration of hie idol When the 
plot thickened. aod horron accumulated upon hor
ron, men otill atood bewildered, and knew not .. hat 
to do. Bnt from the very lint, the prophetic eye of 
Edmond Burke .. ent beyond ordinary mortal Yiaion, 
penetrated the outward cmering, and perceived the 
danger that lurked beneath. Irreligion, anarchy, 
cruelty, and mob-dominion, and beyond that again 
the dread fury of conqueot and aggrandiaement that 
had oeized the French and threatened the alavery of 
Ewope he sa .. it aD, and he addteIIIed the civiIaed 
.. orld in a voice of thonder. The recolleetion of the 
bo of Britiah America aanctified bill .. arning: the 
people dazed no longer hesitate to hear him, and the 
continental Itrnggle commenced. Yet in the begin
ning there .... no energy, and Pitt him-elf Ihowed 
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va.cillation in an undertaking so terrible. Burke 
alone grew more animated as the difficulty increased. 
Louder and louder did he proclaim, "Let there be 
no compact or alliance with revolutionary France (-' 
war upon the regicide (" until his expiring voice had 
roused his country and the, nations that depended 
npon her to continue a contest, which, as he foretold, 
happily ended in victory, security, and peace. 

In the beginning of February 1790, Mr. Fox took 
occasion, in the debates on the army estimates, to 
give unequivocal ntterance to his admiration of the 
French Revolution, and was lavish in praise of those 
very points which .were considered' in England 
of most dubious character. These sentiments met 
with strong censure from several persons, but 
from none more than from Mr. Burke, whp no 
longer hesitated to reprobate the whole Revolution 
in the strongest language. At an earlier stage. 
Mr. Pitt had been surprised into feelings some
what favourable to its progress j he now, however, 
renounced all sympathy with it, and expressed admi
ration of Mr. Burke'. speech. Mr. Fox'e reply to 
Mr. Burke was calm. It contained the memorable 
acknowledgment, that "he had gained more by the 
conversation of Mr. Burke, than by all other men 
and books put together j" and it even acknowledged 
that his speech on this very occasion, "with the 
exception of a few observationa, was one of the wisest 
and most brilliant flights of oratory ever delivered in 
that house." 

Mr. Burke now produced that book, which, as 
a literary effort at least, went far to eclipse the 
fame of his previous productiona,-the work was 
the "ReJlections on the RevolutioD, in France." 

c S 
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Throughout the greater part Of the year 1790 he "u 
perpetually employed npon tm. celebrated perform. 
ance, and he laboured at it "ith m. lICClJatomed 
ardour and dilig~ce. It appeared in the month of 
November 1790. The cireulation of the book cor· 
responded with ita fame. Not Ie .. than thirty thou. 
&and copies "ere disposed of within a year oC ita 
publication, a aaIe unprecedented; Cor at that time 
the demands on literature .... ere comiderably leu than 
at the prcoent day. Nor "811 ita celebrity confined 
to England. M. Dupont, the friend oC Burke, trana
lated it into French, and extended itl reputation to 
the greater part oC civilized Europe. Even monarcb. 
condeacended to read and patrotriJle a book, "hich 

. promised to be an effectual safeguard to their 
thrones. The Emperor of Germany, the Princes of 
the House oC Bourbon, Catherine of Rnllria, Stanil
lana oC Poland, George the Third, all expi oed their 
approbation to the autbor, or gave him preoentl 
otill more flattering. Trinity College, Dublin, the 
U Diversity of Oxford, and num berleu diAtinguiohed 
indiridualo both at home and abroad, "ere equally 
loud in their praiaea. "I ohall take care," IBid 
Erskine, " to put Mr. Burke'o .... ork ou the French 
Revolution into the hands of thowe "howe principlea 
are left to my Cormation. I.hall take care that 
they haTe the advantage of doing, in the regnlar 
progreuion oC youtbfnl etndieo, "hat I have doue 
even in the .hort intervalo of Iaborioua tife ; that they 
.hall tran.cribe, with their own hands, from all the 
worb of thia moot extraordinary penon, and from 
the Iaot among the J'eIIt, the ooundeat trntho of reli
gion ; the jll5I:est princip1ea of moralo, inculcated and 
reDdered delightful by the moot oublime eloquence; 
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the highest reach of philosophy, brought down to the 
level of common minda, by the most captivating 
taate; the most enlightened observations on history, 
and the most copious collection of useful maxims 
from the experience of common life." 

The "Reflections" provoked innumerable replies. 
The moat celebrated of these were the "Vindicire 
Gallicre" of Sir James Macintosh, by far the ablest of 
them all. Tom Paine respond~d in "The Rights of 
Man." 

The gentleman to whom the "Reflections" were 
addressed having written a short letter in answer, 
Mr. Burke waa induced to publish his "Letter to 
a Member of the N ationa! Assembly," in which 
he enforces and illustrates the arguments con-. 
tained in the "Reflections." Soon after followed a 
pamphlet, entitled "Hints for a Memorial to M. de 
Montmorin." It had for object the mediation of th& 
British government between the French monarch 
and his people. The negociation contemplated 
the concession of a free constitution to the 
French. 

A complete alienation between Mr. Fox and Mr. 
Burke waa now at hand, in consequence of their dif
ference of opinion on the French Revolution. Tbi. 
unhappy dispute gradually progressed in the warmth 
of public debate. Their final quarrel took place in 
the House of Commons, on the 28th December, 1791.. 
On that memorable occasion, Mr. Burke's horror of 
the French Revolution led him into an act of egre
gious bad wte. After mentioning that he under
stood that 3000 daggers had been ordered from 
Birmingham, he drew one from under lris coat, and 
c1claiming, "This is what you are to gain by-an 
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alliance with France; this ia r.C1IU fratemi.ation," be 
threw it on the floor. At the clooe of hi. speech, 
addressing himaelf to Mr. Fox, be exclaimed, "My 
right honourable friend no more." No sooner had 
he aaid this, thaD he darted acrou the Houoe and 
seated himself by the aide of Mr. Pitt, on the minia
terial benches. Burke, however right in political 
principle, ia certainly to be blamed for thia violence 
and for his IDbaeqnent persevering, and, for him, 
nnumal animosity against his Carmer friend. 

To jutiCy hia opiniona, Mr. Burke, in 1791, pub
liahed hia " Appeal from the New to the Old Whig.;" 
and lOOn after he put Carth a paper, nnder the title of 
"Thoughts 0;11 French Main!' The princip1ea it 

. designed to enCorce, are theae,-that DO internal 
canae would prodnce a collDler-revolntion in Prance ; 
that the system would atrengthen the longer it eon
tinued; and that 10 long .. it erioted, it would be 
the interest ot France to diatnrb and diatract aU 
Coreign governments. 

He once more also exerted himself on behalf or the 
Iriah Catholics, against the severity of the penal law •• 
On thia occaaion he wrote the fint letter to Sir 
Hercn1ea Langriahe. The Billaoon after introduced 
into the Iriah parliament, eonlerred npon the Catholli» 
the privileges or practiaing law, intermarrying with 
protestants, together with 1e1'era1 other important 
adY&lltageo, in oonnection with education and rom
merce; and, at length, the e1ectil'e franchise. 

In the midst or parIiamentazy dntie., Mr. Burke 
did not torget France for an inat:ant. It abaorbed 
hia time and hia thoughts. In NaYemher he drew 
up «Head. for Con.oideration on the PJUeIlt State 
or Main," pnrpoeing to excite war, and to ahow that 
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no coUJliry in Europe could 81lCCe8sfully battle with 
France unaided by Englaod. He exhibited great 
diligence in obtaining information of the state of 
France. He even lent his IOn to the French princes, 
Itaying at Coblentz. On his return, he brought 
over M. Cazales, a member of the NatioDal Ala
lembly, distinguished .. the opponent of Mirabeau. 
By his IOn'S efforts he also opened a correspon
dence with lome of the ministers of Austria and 
Prussia. 

In November, 1793, Mr. Burke published another 
piece on his exhaustless theme, French affairs. It 
..... entitled, "lWmarks on the Policy of the Allies." 
It attributed the disasters of the war to want of 
combination and energy on the part of the allies, 
to mutual jealousies, to co ... ardice in some, and secret 
love of revolutionary principles in others. He also 
wrote a preface to a Mr. William Bourke's Transla
tion of Brissot's Address to his Constituents, which 
contains a brilliant and masterly sketch of the 
Brissotin and Robespierre faction. In the house, 
Mr. Burke scarcely spoke at all till quite towards the 
cIOIe of the _ion. 

The parliament, the l .. t in ... hich he sat, broke up 
in .July, 1794. Soon after, the Duke of Portlaod'. 
party joined th~ ministry, a step which w .. strongly 
urged by M:r. Burke, and mainly effected by his 
mediation. 

The darkest hour of Mr. Burke's life drew nigh; a 
ealamity awaited him which did more to paralyze his 
energies and to h .. ten his death than all the agitating 
con1licts and labours of his past life put together. 
This w .. the death of that ouly and beloved IOn, from 
whom he had hoped 00 much; to whom he looked .. 
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the 8tay and IOlace of hia declining age, and BI the 
heir not only of his fame, hut of a fame atill hrighter 
than his own. Young Burke poaseooed much to 
juatify parental affection. He had talenta excellent 
in themselvea, and BSliduoualy eultivated. II;" know. 
ledge W88 extensive, for his atudiea were directed, 
and his mind formed, under his father; a man hiJmeIf 
of houndleaa information_ man whoBe moat C&IlUIl 
conversation W88 rich with inatroction_ man, too, 
who believed that aImoat everything might be accom· 
plished by indUBtry, and who W88 the mortal enemy to 
those great allill'l of ignorance,_loth and diMipation I 
To this the IOn added amiability of disposition and 
devotedneu to hia parenti. Tbeae real accompl;"h. 
menta, and real excellences, the father'. ardent 
imagination had decked out in celestial colourt and 
ideal graces, and on this picture of imaginary per. 
fection hia fancy had been accuatomed to de~ht 
fur years. No wonder that he watched with intenae 
anxiety the opening of thia fair fiutrer, or that he 
felt with overwhelming angn;"h the rude Btroke that 
laid ita young beauty in the duat. 

It appean that exactly when the fataI oymptomt 
of his IOn'. lBBt illneaa disclooed themJelvCII, llr. 
Burke had relinquished to him his aeat fur Malton, 
and had even procured for himtJJe.appointment of 
secretary to Lord Fitzwilliam, ~ Lieutenant at 
Ireland. Dazzled by the bright tceneI which hit 
hopes had conjured np, he conId not tee, what every 
one else pereeived plainly enough, that the day. of 
bia IOU were nnmbered. or this he w.. totaIly 
unronoci01ll, and no one dared to tell him. Dr. 
Brocllesby, the phyoieian of the family, declared 
from hit long knowledge ot the intenaity at Burke'. 
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affection, that any Bnch disclosure would probably 
be fatal, and brief as was the term of the son's 
existence would render that of the father still shorter. 

Young Burke was removed to Cromwell House, 
near Brompton, for the sake of the country air. 
The unhappy father, who still never thought of 
danger, selected for him this residence near town, 
that he might be ready to depart for Ireland at a 
moment's notice, as soon as his health permitted. 
Here, however, all the symptoms rapidly grew worse, 
and the physician,' no longer able to disguise the 
truth, disclosed the horrors of the case just a week 
before its fatal termination. From this moment, 
Burke abandoned himself to the desperation of 
sorrow; "his was a grief which would not be com
forted." 

Young Burke passed the night before his dissolu
tion in much pain and restlessness. Early in the 
morning, he heard the voice of sorrow in the adjoin
ing apartment, where hi. parents had spent a night 
of yet deeper wretchedness. Anxious to alleviate their 
affiiction, he resolved, if possible, to delude them, 
by an affectionate deceit, into the belief that he was 
stronger than he really was. Rising with some 
difficulty, he requestcd to be supported to the door 
of the apartmeDi .. which his father and mother 
were sitting. There he dismissed his attendants, 
and, making a last effort, walked twice or thrice 
aero.. the room. Bul his' parents were not to 
be deceived, and they looked on in silent agony. 
Finding his efforts to console them vain, "Speak to 
me, my dear father," said he, ".peak to me of 
religion, speak to me of morality, speak to me of 
indifferent matters, for I derive much satisfaction 
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from all you lay." Hearing the wind lII'hatling 
through the trees, he Wal reminded at the worde at 
Milton: 

• His praUJe, yo wioda, _ from roar ~ blow, 

B_ ..,. (II! loud ; ond ..... 1- IopII, l' pineo, 
W;!h ""'1 P ...... in Iign 01 .. onbip ....... " 

These linea he repeated twice: he had juat atrength 
to aay them the second time, when, exhauated by the 
effort, he ataggeTed IICJ'088 the room and fell in a &tate 
of insensibility into hi. fatberl &rmI; Ihartly after 
which he expired. The event took place on the 2nd 
of May, 1794. 

The grief of Burke lII'aI appalling; he would lit 
in that unnatural caImnCII of deapair more terrific 
than the most atormy di5play of paaaiou; then bunt
ing into • frenzy, he would rDlh into the chamber 
where hi. IOU lay, and throwing bimlelf on the body, 
call in accents of fearl'u) angui.h for "the hope of 
hiI age, the &tay of hi. life, the only comfort of hi. 
declining and n01ll' joyIeae yean." He lII'aI prevailed 
npon after the lint day, though with IOlDe difficnlty, 
to consent that he lII'ouId ICC the corpee no more; 
a promi.e which he kept. The mother lII'U equally 
dietracted; to M ... Burke'l frequent effort. to get 
her away from the room, her only reply 111'.., "Jo; 0, 

Edmund, while M remaiDll there .. I will remain." 
At length, h01iI'ever, her hDlbant prevailed. 

Sir J oehua Reynold.e had painted an admirable 
portrait of young Burke. 'l'hie, Burke ordeTed to 
be engraved, with the following iDllCriptiou from 
Dryden'. poem of Eleonora-

• Aa pr..x.. _ ...... for_Ire, 
'l'heJ ... perfmDe doe ........... -pin l 
So _ be __ esboIed .... _'d-, 
A IIIhor& ... ___ ...... npea&" 
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tJ ndemeath these lines were the words, 

"0 dolor atque decua." 

One would think that such a stroke as this should 
have utterly unfitted Burke for politics. The ouly 
wonder ill that he ever recovered his elasticity of 
mind mfficiently to enter into that seene again. He 
found it, however, the ouly meana left of weaning 
him from the periloua indulgence of solitary grief. 

In 1795 he wrote his letter·on the Catholic Ques. 
tion, addreaaed to W. Smith, Esq., in reply to one 
from that correspondent. It contains an admirable 
diacuasion of all the chief topics connected with 
the subject. A letter on the same subject to Sir 
Hercules Langrishe (the second to that gentleman) 
soon followed. His sarcastic letter to William Elliot, 
Esq., in defence of his conduct against the attacks 
of the minority, was his next publication. Another 
paper, written about the same time, displayed his 
extensive knowledge of the minutest facts connected 
with the atate of the country, and presented the 
most enlightened principles of political economy. 
This was his "Thoughts and Details on Scarcity," 
addressed to Mr. Pitt. In 1795, Burke received a 
~enaion from govermhent. This grant, which he had 
'n~ther directly nOor ifdirectly solicited, originated, it 
is said, in the express wish of King George III. The 
manner in which the bounty came, formed, however, 
no object of consideration '-ith his political opponents. 
They vehemently attu.cked his acceptance of a favour, 
which really had more of juatice than benevolence 
in it. Wom out as he was in the service of the 
commonweal, no man in his days of sickness and 
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8OrroW had stronger c~ upon the public. He 
had deserved that reward by a lung series of act. 
that tended to the general good; by bis penuoxl 
disinterestedness on many occaaion8; by IItlITeDder. 
ing a large income, as his perqw..ites from the pay. 
office; by his economical Reform Bill, which for 
the twelve preceeding yean had laved the conntry 
nearly £80,000 annually in hard money, as well as 
extinguiBhed a BOUrce which might have been con· 
verted to undue parliamentary influence; by the 
reformation of the pay-office, in guarding against the 
serioUB deficits 80 frequently experienced there, and 
rendering availahle to the government about a mil. 
lion sterling, the frequent amount of the balance in 
hand; by a whole life, in fact, devoted to bettering 
the condition of the state, and increasing the re
sources and prosperity of the. empire. Against the 
effuaions of irritation, rather than of good _, 
good feeling, or 801Uld argument, that emanated from 
his advenarieo, Mr. Burke had to plaee hia own 
political course of ururullied purity, aud the example 
of numerous other eminent men of all parties, Lord 
Chatham among the rest, who had not disdained a 
similar honourahle recognition of their abilities and 
conduct. In answer to the Duke of Bedford, one of 
th""" who cast reflectiona u~ him, he wrote li.o 
celebrated "Letter to a :s obll Lord in Defence of 
his Pensiou." His uitioJate publieations were hia 
" Letters on a Regicide Peace;" called forth by the 
disuten of the ... ar, and intended to anioJate to re
newed exertiona the drooping spirit of the nation; 
and last of all came another "Letter on the affairs of 
Ireland." He ... aa the lint who, ... hen othen hardly 
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ga.ve the subject a thought, boldly and londly ad
dressed the parliament of England on the misrule 
and misery in IreIa.nd, calling npon the commoWi 
to redress her grievances and to relieve her suffering 
people. His exertioWi in this CRuse he never relaxed. 
IreIa.nd he brought forward at every opportnoity; 
and in his expiring thonghts and. language Ireland 
W88 present again. 

Grief and toil at length broke down energies 
which at one time equaIIed almost any measure of 
human endurance or exertion. AJ. often happeWi 
when strength had been long overtasked, Burke 
sank almost at once into the last stage of corporal 
debility and prostration: his mind, however, shone 
out in all' its lustre even to the last, un.mothered 
amidst the falliDg ruins of the body. 

Finding medical skill unavailing, he repaired in 
the spring of 1797 to Bath, for the benefit of the 
waters. He remained there. four months, but with
out any material improvement of health. At length, 
despairing of a change for the better, he resolved on 
a removal to Beaconsfield. "It is 80 far at least" 
said he.~" on my way to the tomb, and I may as wen 
travel it alive as dead." He again thus expressed 
himself to Mrs. Leadbeater, "I bave been at Bath 
tliese four months toyo purpose, and am therefore 
to be removed to my' own house at Beaconsfield to
morrow, to be nearer to a habitation more permanent, 
humbly and fearfnlIy hoping, that my better part 
may find a better mansion." 

To Beaconsfield, therefore, where he had enjoyed 
80 many of the honours, the a.fi'ectiOWl, and the com
furta of life, he returned to die. Another month, 
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and the event occn:rred. A presentiment almost or 
the moment of hia final .iunmom Ieenled to have 
prevailed with him; for he employed oeveral or the 
previous hOlU'll in I!eIlding meuagee of tender remem. 
brance to abl!eIlt friende; in expressing hia for/,-ive
ness of all who had in any manner injured or offended 
him, and in requellting the same from all whom hia 
general or particu1ar infirmitieo had offended. He 
recapitulated hia motives or action in great public 
emergencies, and told hia thonght. on the then 
alarming state of the country-" the ruling p"".ion 
strong in death:" -he gave a few private directiono 
connected with hia approaching decease, and after. 
warde 1istened attentively to the perusal, by hia own 
desire, or lOme serio ... papen or AddiBon on religious 
8Ubject., and on the innnortality or the I01Il. These 
dutieo finiBhed, hia attendant., with Mr. N ag1e or 
the W.... Office, a relation, were conveying him to 
hia bed, when, indimuctly articulating a blesBing on 
thoae around him, he IIlIllk down, and after a momen· 
tary otrnggle expired, on the 9th luly, 1797, in the 
aixty-eighth yeu of hia age. Be w .. interred on the 
15th of the aame month; a 1arge COIlCOllJ'Ieoof men 
or high rank and official station attended the lnneraI; 
the pall had for 8Upporten the Dukes or Portland 
and Devonohire, the Lord Chancellor, the Speaker 
of the Bonae of Commono, l:arl Fitzwilliam, the 
Earl of Inchequin, Sir G. Elliot and Mr. Wind. 
ham. Mr. Fox had propoeed in parliament, that he 
ohould be interred with public honOlU'll in West. 
minoter Abbey: the tenor of Burke'. will, however, 
rendered thia impracticable. In acconIanee with hia 
own direction, he W88 buried in Beaoouafu:ld Church, 
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in the 88JIle grave with his brother and his Bon: a 
tablet in the BOuth aisle of the church bears the 
following inscription: 

)flUB 'rBIB PUCK ioU. nrrEBJlBD Md. 

'I1U.1' WAS IIOB'UL OP 'fIIB 

RIGHT HONOURABLE EDMUND BURKE, 
WHO DIED ON 'f'Il& 9Ta OP suJ,.Y, 1797,· WED 68 YlUBB ~ 

IJf 'l'IlB 'DR OUTB ARB DBPOSJ'rBD TBB BBIlUQ 0. HI8 ONLY SOli, 

RICHARD BURKE, EsQ., 

lLBPILB8Blft.6.'l'IYB Of P.&.BLI.xBlft POB ms BOROUGH 01' II.t.L'IOIf, 

WHO DIBD 'Z'B.8 21m .&U01J8l', 1794, .lOB» 85: 

OP B.II BBO'lIIBB, 

RICHARD BURKE, EsQ., 

B.A.B.8.I8'rBB-.d-L&W, UD BBCOILDD 01' '1'UB crrr 0. BlU8TOL, 

WHO DIBD 011 'l'RB 'TB FBBllUA&T, 1794; 
UD OP BIB WIDOW, 

.JANE MARY BURKE, 

wao DlBD 0" TBB 21m ...... '" 1812, '&OED 78. 

Such waa the unsullied life, and such the dignified' 
departure of Edmund Burke- orator, statesman; 
writer, patriot, philanthropist--admirable; husband, 
father, relative, friend-admirable also. His conduct 
without vice; his bearing, gallant, unaffected, and 
courteous; his mind potent in the acquisition of all 
knowledge, and continually l"e!Uly to impart it; his 
spirit infIerible in integrity, and intolerant of op
pression; his heart cOpious in affections public and 
private, and his soul devoted to religion-with such 
attributes this great man realised, more than any 
other personage in history, a combination of the 
heroic qualities of classic Greece and Rome, with 
whatever waa beautiful in the chivalry of modern 
and Christian Europe. That Burke always cherished 
this country, and her happy constitution with the 



1 8UH1UBY 0' TUB 

ardour and freshness of a hridal love, his whole 
existence passed in her oervice, aufficicntly attesta: 
that hit view. and his policy were right, suboeqnent 
eventa now make indiaputable: and there can be as 
little doubt, that the vcroure of gratitude will dcpm-ate 
his memory, whilst this nation, ita right feeling!! and 
ita prosperity endure. "His immortality," said Grat
tan, "is that wbich is common to Cicero or to Bacon, 
-that which can never be interrupted while there 
exim the beauty of order, or the love oC virtue, and 
which can fear no death except what barbarity may 
impoae on the globe." 

Of 1I1r. Burke's immediate tamily, none .urvived 
himself, but his widow, and his niece, lIr ... Haviland 
and her 100. Mrs. Burke continued until her demi"" 
the 2d April, 1812, toretride at Butler's Court, vi.ited 
and esteemed by all the friends of her late hu.band. 
Mrs. Haviland was the only daughter of Mr. Burke'. 
only oi.tter, Jnliana, wife of William French Eoq., of 
Longhrea, in the county of Galway. 1IIn. Jlaliland 
eoponoed in 1792, Colonel Thom ... Haliland, .... ho 
was the only BOn oC General William Haviland, of 
Penn in Bnckinghamohire, ncar BeacoIlllfie1d, and 
who died shortly after the marriage. The BOle iMue 

. of dm onion wsa a 100, who on the deceaoe of hi. 
mother, in lIIarch 1816, became the lineal repre
aentative of the family: he hao lWRIJDed the name 
and arms of his grand-uncle, and is the preoent 
Thomao Haviland Burke, Eoq., of Lincoln'. Inn, 
Barrister-&t-la .... 

A .. ord or two about Beaconmeld, and thia narra
tive concludes. The reaidence of Bntler'. Court, 
after Ml'II. Burke'. death, ..... let to a clergyman 
named Jones, fOr the JlDl'PO"CII of a ochoal, and, while 
in hio occupation, it was bumt down, on the morning 
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of the 23d April, 181s-. In the century previous to the 
time of Burke, his lands at Beaconsfield had formed 
a portion of the estate of another Edmund-the poet 
Waller, who, although a slippery politician, w... a 
bRId of fair repute. Here, returning from exile, 
Waller terminated his days in retirement, amid the 
recollections of his blighted ambition, and his bygone 
love for Sacharissa, and the other aristocratic object. 
of his poetic affections. Lipscomb, in his History of 
the County of Buckingham, thus describes Beacons
field whilst in Burke's po •• essioJ1:-" The diversified 
combination of wood., hills, valleys, and beautiful 
enclosure. by which the residence of Burke .... umed 
a resemblance of Chilton, Wotton, Cliefden; and the 
tplendid colonnades which gave it, at a little distance, 
the dignity of " royal re.idence in miniature, by it. 
similitude to Queen Chatlotte's palace, called Buck
ingham House, in St. James' PRIk, together with the 
magic name of Burke, rendered it an object of 'l'ery 
general curio.ity." There is now scarcely a vestige 
of the"'p1ac&--nothing, indeed, remains but the last
ing halo of ita depatted greatness. . 



THE WISDOM AND GENIUS 

OF 

THE RIGHT HON. EDMUND BURKE. 

CHAPTER I. 

THE SOVEREIGN, THE PARLIAMENT, AND THE BRITISH 
CONSTITUTION. -

" We thought 0Ul'Ie1i thy lawful kin, : 
And if we be, bow dare thy joints forget 
To JIIlY their awful duty to our prc&eDOO ? 
If we be DOt, ahow ua tbe hBDd or God 
That bath diJnniaeed lU &om. our ltewatdlhip ; 
For well we know, no lD.nd of blood and bone 
Can grip!! the aa.:nd handle of our eceptre, 
Vnlell he do profane. I\e&l, or usurp. "-SR.&IUt8PbJUC. 

"' t.w, lind form, aDd due proportion, 
ShowiDg, .. in a modt:l, our firm eslattl,"-DITTO. 

THE SOVEREIGN. 

THE SOVERBIGN OP GREAT "BBITAUi'S RIGHT OP 

8UCCESSION AND TITLB TO THB CROWN.-His 

(Dr. Price's) doctrines affect our co1llltitution in its 
vital parts. He tella the Revolution Society, in this 
political sermon, that his majesty "is almost the tmlll 
lawful king iu the world, because the tmlll one who 
owes his crown to the c1wice of flu people." • . • • . 

This doctrine, as applied to the prince now on the 
B 
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British throne, either is nOWlen.." and therefore 
neither true nor false, or it affirm. a moat nnfounded, 
dangerous, illegal, and nnconstitntional, position. 
According to this spiritual doctor of polities, if his 
majesty does not owe his crown to the choice of hi. 
people, he is no lawful lci11fl. Now nothing can be 
more untrue than that the crown of this kingdom is 
so held by his majesty. Therefore if you follow their 
rule, the king of Great Britain, who moat certainly 
does not owe his high office to auy form of popuJar 
election, is in no reapect better than the rest of the 
gang of wrurpera, who reign, or rather rob, all oyer 
the face of this our miserable world, without any IOrt 
of right or title to the allegiance of their people ..... 

When they eay the king OWCl his crown to the 
choice of his people, and is thm4'ore the only lawful 
aovercign in the world, they will perhaps tell ua they 
mean to eay no more than that aome of the king'. 
predecesaora have been caIled to the throne by lOme 
sort of choice; and therefore he OWCl his crown to 
the choice of his people. Thua, by a mioerable lOb
terfuge, they hope to render their proposition safe, 
by rendering it nugatory. They are welcome to the 
asylum they oeek for their offence, .mce they take 
refuge in their folly. For, if yon admit this inter
pretation, how does their idea of election differ from 
our idea of mheritance ? And how does the oettJe. 
ment of the crown in the BJ'IlII.I1rick line deriyed 
from I"""" the Firat come to legaIiae out monarchy, 
rather than that of any of the neighbouring COUD

tries? At lOme time or other, to be 1Ule, aD the 
beginners of dyuaatiea ... ere cru.en by th..e who 
caIled them to ~ern.. There is ground enough for 
the opinion that aD the kingdomo of Europe were, at 
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a remote period, elective, with more or fewer limita-' 
tiom in the objects of choice. But whatever kings 
might have been here, or elsewhere, a thousand years 
ago, or in 'whatever manner the ruling dynasties of 
Eugland or France may have begun, the king of 
.Great Britain is, at this day, king by a fixed rule of 
succession, according to the laws of his country .•.•. 
His majesty'. heirs and successors, each in his time and 
order, will come to the crown with the same contempt 
of their choice with which his majesty has succeeded 
to that he wears. " 

Whatever may be the auccess of evasion in explain
ing away the gross error of fact, which supposes that 
his majesty (though he holds it in concurrence with" 
the wishes) owes his crown to the choice of his people, 
yet nothing can evade their full explicit declaration, 

• concerning the principle of" a right in the people to 
choose; which right is directly maintained, and 
tenaciously adhered to. All the oblique insinuatiom 
concerning election bottom in this proposition, and 
are referable to it. Lest the foundation of the Iring's 
exclush'e legal title shoUld pass for a mere rant of 
adulatory freedom, the political divine proceeds dog
matically to assert, * that, by the principles of the 
Revolution, the peop\e of England have acquired 
three fundamental rights, all of which, with him, 
compose one system, and lie together in" one short 
sentence; namely, that we have acquired a right. 

1. "To choose our own governors." 
2. "To cashier them for misconduct." 
3. "To frame a government for ourselves." 

This new, and hitherto unheard-of, bill of r\hts, 

• P. M, 0-..... 1m &be Love of oar CODDIr)', br Dr. Price. 
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though made in the name 'of the .. hole people, 
helongs to those gentlemen and their faction only. 
The body of tbe people of England have no .hare 
in it. They ntterly diaclaim it. They .. ill retriat the 
practical assertion of it with their live. and fortunel. 
They are honnd to do 110 by the laW! of their country, 
made lit the time of that very 1levolution which ia 
appealed to in favour of the fictitioua righta claimed 
by the Society which abusea ita name ....•.• 

If the principle. of the Revolution of 168~ are any 
w here to be found, it ia in the atatute called the 
Declaration of Right. In that moat wiae, lOber, and 
considerate declaration, drawn np by great lawyeno 
and great stateamen, and not by warm and inexperi
enced enthn.siMta, not one word ia aaid, nor one aug
geation made, of a general right "to choooe all!' own 
g~.; to cashier them for miaconduct; and to 
form a government for ourlJeku." 

Thia Declaration of Right (the act of the lot of 
William and Mary, oeaI. 2. ch. 2.) ia the oomer-otone 
of our couatitution, aa reinforced, explained, improved, 
and in ita fundamental principlea (or ever oettled. It 
it! called "an Act (or declaring the righto and liber
tieo of tbe aubject, and (or IJettling the 8UCCe88Um of 
the crown." Yon will observe, that these righta and 
this aucceosion are declared in one body, and bound 
indiaaolubly together. 

A (ew yeai'll after this period, • aerond opportunity 
offered (ur IUII!Crting • right of election to the crown. 
On the prospect of. total failure of iaoue from King 
William, and from the Princeu, afterwardo Queen 

Anne, the eonsideratinn of the oettIem<"Dt of the 
crown, and o( • further aecurity (or the hDertiea of 
the people, again came before the Iegialature. Did 
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they this second' time make any provision for legalis
ing the crown on the spurions revolution principles 
of the Old Jewry? No. They followed the prin. 
ciples which prevailed in the Declaration of Right; 
indicating with more precision the persons who were 
to inherit in the protestant line. This act also incor. 
porated, by the same policy, our liberties; and an 
hereditary suecession in the same act. Instead of a 
right to choose our own governors, they declared 
that the BllCceaBicm in that line (the protestant line 
drawn from James the First) was absolutely neces· 
sary "for the peace, quiet, and security of the realm," 
and that it was equally urgent on them "to maintain 
a certainty in the BllCce.Bicm thereof, to which the 
subjects may safely have recourse for their protec. 
tion." Both these acts, in which are heard the 
uuerring, unambiguons oracles of revolution policy, 
instead of countenancing the delnsive, gipsy predic
tions of a " right to choose our governors," prove to 
a demonstration how totally adverse the wisdom of 
the nation was from turning a case of necessity into 
a rule of Jaw. 

Unquestionably there was at the Revolution, in 
the person of King William, a smaJJ and a temporary 
deviation from the strict order of a regular hereditary 
suecession; but it is against all genuine principles of 
jurisprudence to draw a principle from a Jaw made 
in a special case, and regarding an individual person. 
Privilegiam non transit in e:remplum. If ever there 
was a time favourable for establishing the principle, 
that a king of popular choice was the only legal king, 
without all doubt it was at the Revolution. Its not 
being done at that time is a proof that the nation 
11'''' of opinion it ought not to be don~ at any time. 



6 THE WIIDO)l AND OIiNIUI 

There i. no person so completely ignbrant of our 1.Lo
tory as not to knOll', that the majority in parliament 
of both partieo were so little disposed to anything 
reoembling that principle, that at lint tbey were 
determined to place the vacant CI'01l'1l, not on the 
head of the Prince of Orange, bnt OIl that of hill 
wife Mary, daughter of King Jameo, the eWest hom 
of the issue of that king, which they acknO'W\edgcd 
as undoubtedly hill. It would be to repeat a very 
trite story, to recal to yOTU memory all those circum
stances which demonstrated that their accepting 
King William was not properly a clwia; but to aD 
those who did not wish, in effect, to recal King 
James, or to del.., their eouutry in blood, and 
again to bring their religion, 1a1l'S, and libertiea, into 
the peril they had juat -..ped, it was an act of 
,."cemt!l, in the strictest moral sense in which _ 
mty can be taken. 

In the very act, in which for a time, and in a 
mngle caae, parliament departed from the strict order 
of inheritance, in favOTU of a prince, who, though not 
next, was hO'Wever very near, in the line of IOOClCelI

lion, it is curiouA to observe hO'W Lord Born""', who 
drew the bill called the Declaration fA Right, hsa 
comported bimaelC on that delicate 1l<lC88ion. It Uo 
curiouA to observe .nth what address tbi. temporary 
solution of continuity ia kept from the eye; .. hil.tt 
all that rould be Cound in tbi. act of IleC<*ity to 
countenance the idea of. an hereditary oucceuion ia 
brought forward, and fostered, and made the mo.t 
of; by thill great man, and by the \egilIlature who 
foDowed him. Quitting the dry, imperative style fA 
an act of parliament, he make. the IonIA and rom
mons faD to a piona, Iegiolative ejaculation, and 
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declare, that they consider it "8J! a marvellous pro
vidence, aDd merciful goodness of God to this nation, 
to preserve their said majesties royal persons, most 
happily to reign over us on the throne of their ancea
tora, for which, from the bottom of their hearts, they 
return their humblest thanks aDd praises." - The 
legislature plainly had in view the act of recognition 
of the first of Queen Elizabeth, chap. 3d, aDd of that 
of James the First, chap. 1st; both act. strongly 
declaratory of the inheritable nature of the crown : 
aDd in maDY part8they follow, with a nearly literal 
precision, the worde aDd even the form of thanksgiving 
which is found in these old declaratory statutes. 

The two houses, in the act of King William, did 
not thank God that they had found a fair opportunity 
to assert & right to choose their own governors, much 
Ie .. to make aD election the only lawful title to the 
crown. Their having been in condition to avoid the 
very appearaoce of it, as much as possible, was by 
them considered as a providential escape. They 
threw a politic, well-wrought veil over every circum
staDce tending to weaken the rights which, in the 
meliorated order of succession, they meaDt to per
petuate; or which might furnish a precedent for aDy 
future departure from what they had then settled for 
ever. Accordingly, that thsy might not relax the 
nerves of their monarchy, and that they might pre
serve a close conformity to the practice of their 
ancestors, as it appeared in the declaratory statutes 
of Queen Mary * aDd ttueen Elizabeth, in the next 
clause they vest, by recognition, in their majesties, 
all the legal prerogatives of the crown, deelaring, 

• let Mary J IIe8L S. cb. 1. 
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"that in them they are mon fully, rightfully, and 
inlirely invested, incorporated, united, lind annL'1c<l." 
In the cIawoe which followl, for preventing qUL'lItionl, 
by reason of any pretended titl.,. to the crown, they 
declare, (obl!el'Ving aloo in thio the traditionary 
langnage, along with the traditionary policy, of the 
nation, and repeating 31 from a rubric the language 
of the preceding acto of Elizabeth and James,) that 
on the prel!el'Ving "a certainl1l in the Icccel.w" 
thereof, the nnity, peace, and tranqnillity of this 
nation doth, onder God, wholly depend." 

They knew that a doubtful title of ~on would 
but too much resemble an election; and that an 
election would he utterly destructive of the "unity, 
peace, and tranqnillity of thio nation," which they 
thought to he comideratiom of oome moment. To 
provide for these objects, and therefore to excl ude for 
ever the Old Jewry doctrine of "a right to ch_ 
our own governors," they fullow with a clanoe, con. 
taining a moot oo1emn pledge, taken from the pre
ceding act of Queen Elizabeth, 31 oo1emn a pledge 
as ever .. 81 or can he given in favour of an hereditary 
BUCCe8llion, and 31 oo1emn a renunciation as could he 
made of the principleo by thio Society imputed to 
them. " The 1ord.o spiritnal and temporal, and com· 
mons, do, in the name. of all the people afureoaid, 
moot humbly and faitbfnlly oubmit IltRmItellJU, tkeir 
Aerr. and ~teritiu lor _; and do faithfully pr0-

mise, that they will Jttand to, maintain, and dd'end 
their said majesties, and aM the li11liJaJitn& oJ 1M 
crmmo, herein specified and contained, to the utmoot 
of their p<JWCI"II," ke. ke. 

So far is it from being true, that we acquin:d a 
right by the Revolution to elect our kingo, that if 
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we had pOBSel!sed it before, the English nation did at 
that time most solemnly renounce and abdicate it, 
for themselves, and for all their posterity for ever. 
These gentlemen may value themselves as much as 
they please on their Whig principles J but I never 
desire to be thought· a better Whig than Lord 
Somers J or to understand the principles of the 
Revolution better than those by whom it was brought 
about; or to read in the Declaration of Right any 
mysteries unknown to those whose penetrating style 
has engraved in our ordinances, and in our hearts, 
the words and spirit of that immortal law. 

It is true, that, aided with the powers derived from 
force and opportunity, the nation was at that time, 
in some sense, free to take what course it pleased for 
filling the throne; but only free to do so upon the 
same grounds on which they might have wholly 
abolished their monarchy, and every other part of 
their constitution. However,. they did not think 
such bold changes within their commission. It is 
indeed difficult, perhaps impossible, to give limits to 
the mere abstract competence of the supreme power, 
such as was exercised by parliament at that time; 
but the limits of a mural competence, subjecting; 
even in powers more indisputably sovereign, occa
sional will to permanent reason, and to the steady 
maxim. of faith,justice, and fixed fundamental policy, 
are perfectly intelligible, and perfectly binding upon 
those who exercise any authority, under any name, 
or under any title, in the state. The house of 
lords, for instance, is not morally competent to dis
solve the house of commons J no, nor even to dissolve 
itself, nor to abdicate, if it would, its portion in the 
legislature of the kingdom. Though a king may 

B 3 
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abdicate for his own penon; be cannot abdicate for 
the monarchy. By .... IItrong, or by a stronger reaoon, 
the hoW!e of commons cannot renounce ita .hare oC 
anthority. The engagement and pact of mety, 
which generally goes hy the name of the constitution, 
forbids ouch inv88ion and ouch mrrender. The con
stituent part. of a state are obligca to hold their 
public faith with each other, and with all those who 
derive any .enona intereat under their engagementa, 
88 much .... the whole state ie bound to keep ita faith 
with separate communities. Otherwiee competence 
and power would IIOOJl be confounded, and DO law be 
left but the will of a prevailing force. On this 
principle the snccessiOB of the crown haa alway. been 
what it now ie, an hereditary IIDCeC8IIioD by law: in 
the old line it W88 a mCCClllriOll by the common law; 
in the new by the statute law, operating on the prin
ciples of the common law, not changing the .obotance, 
but regulating the mode, and de.:ribing the pel'llOD.l. 
Both these de.:riptiODI of law are of the eame Coree, 
and are derived from an equal authority, emanating 
from the common agreement and original compact of 
the state, commuJli ~ reipuh/ic,e; and .. mch 
are equally hinding on king and people too, .. long 
.. the termI are observed, and they continue the 
aame body politic. 

It ill far from impouible to reroncile, if we do not 
.offer onnelveo to be entangled in the DUIZCII of 
metapbyoic IOphiatry, the ute both of a fixed ru1e and 
an occasional deviation; the.acrednewa of an heredi
tary principle of .occeuion in OW' government, .. ilh 
a power of change in ita application in ~ of ex
treme emergency. Even in that extremity, (if we 
take tbe mea.aure of OW' righta by OW' esercite of 



op EDMUND BURItE. 11 

them at the Revolution,) the change is to be confined 
to the peccant part only; to the part which produced 
the necessary deviation; and even then it is to. be 
effected without a decomposition of the whole civil 
and political mass, for the purpose of originating a 
new civil order out of the first elements of society. 

A state without the means of some change is with. 
out the means of its conservation. Without such 
means it might even risk the loss of that part of the 
constitution which it wished the most religiously to 
preserve. The two principles of conservation and 
correction . operated strongly at the two critical 
periods of the Restoration and Revolution, when 
England found itself without a king. At both those 
periods the nation had lost the bond of union in their 
ancient edifice; they did not, however, dissolve the 
whole fabric. On the contrary, in both cases they 
regenerated the deficient part of the old constitution 
through the parts which were not impaired. They 
kept these old parts exactly as they were, that the 
part recovered might be suited to them. They acted 
by the ancient organised states in the shape of their 
old organisation, and not by the organic molecul<e of 
a disbanded people. At no time, perhaps, did the 
sovereign legislature manifest a more tender regard 
to that fundamental principle of British constitu. 
tional policy, than at the time of the Revolntion, 
when it deviated from the direct line of hereditary 
succession. The crown was carried lomewhat out of 
the line in which it had before moved; but the new 
line was derived from the same stock. It was still a 
line of hereditary descent; still an hereditary descent 
in the same blood, though an hereditary descent 
qualified with protestantism. When the legislature 
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altered the direction, but kept the principle: they 
showed that they held it inviolable. 

On this principle, the law of inberitance had 
admitted some amendment in the old time, and long 
before the rem of the Revolution. Some time af'tcr 
the Conquest, great questions arooe upon tbe legal 
principles of hereditary descent. It became a matter 
of doubt, wbether the heir per capiJa or the heir per 
.tirpe. 11'811 to .ucceed; but yhether the heir per 
capiJa gave way when the heirdom per ,tirpe, took 
place, or the catholic heir wben the proteoJtant W811 

preferred, the inheritable principle lunived .. ith a 
sort of immortality through all transmigratiOlllt
multo.""" per anT/M .tat fortuna damu. et am 1JUI7U'. 

f'antlJT alm'Um. This io the spirit of our conatitution, 
not only in ill settled COlIl'IIe, hut in all it. revolu. 
tions. \\noever came in, or however he came in, 
whether he obtained the crown by law, or by force, 
the hereditary l11CreMion W811 either continued or 
adopted. 

'The gentlemen of the Society for Revolutione _ 
nothing in that of 16~'S, but the deviation from the 
eonetitution; and they take the deviation from the 
principle for the principle. 'They have little regard 
to the obviOWl consequenC81 of their doctrine, tholJl{lo 
they may _, that it lea .. eII positive authority in very 
few of the positive institntiOlll of this count.'}". 
"lien meh an umramwtable maxim io once eotab
Iisbed, that DO throne ie lawful but tloe eleeti,'c, DO 

one act of the princes who preceded thio a:ra of 
fictitiOWl election can be valid. Do t h_ theori.tI 
mean to imitate lOme oC their pred_JR, who 
dragged the bodiea of our ancient .,.,.ereigns out of 
the quiet of their tombo? Do they mean to attaint 
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and disable backwards all the kings that have reigned 
before the Revolution, and consequently to stain the 
throne of England with the blot of a continual UilUl'

pation? Do they mean to invalidate, annul, or to 
call into question, together with the titles of the 
whole line of our kings, that great body of our statute 
law which passed under those whom they treat as 
usurpers? to annul laws of inestimable value to our 
liberties-of as great. value at least as any which 
have passed at or since the period of the Revolution? 
If kings, who did not owe their crown to the choice 
of their people, had no title to make laws, what will 
become of the statute De tallagW non concedendo, of 
the Petition of Riglit? of the act of Habeas corpus? 
Do these new doctors of the rights of men presume 
to assert, that King James the Second, who came to 
the crown as next of hlood, according to the rules 
of a then unqualified succession, was not to all 
intents and purposes a lawful king of England, before 
he had done any of those acts which were justly 
construed into an abdication of his crown? Ifhe 
was not, much trouble in parliament might have 
heen saved at the period these gentlemen coD1me. 
morate. But King James was a bad king with a 
good title, and not an usurper. The princes who 
succeeded according to the act of parliameut which 
settled the crown on the Electress Sophia and on 
her descendants, being protestants, came in as much 
by a title of inheritance as King James did. He 
came in according to the law, as it stood at his acces. 
sion to the crown; and the princes of the house of 
Bl"IlIlBwick came to the inheritance of the crown, not 
hy election,but by the law, as it stood at their several 
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accessiollll of protestant deocent and inheritance: ... 
I hope I have shown sufficiently. 

The law, hy which this royal family ill specifically 
deatined to the succeonon, is the act of the 12th Bnd 
13th oC King William. The terms of thia act bind 
"1llI and our heir., and our ptJ8teriJy, to them, their 
heir., and their polteriJy," being protestants, to the 
end of time, in the aame words ... the Declaration 01 
Right had bound IllI to the heirs of King William 
and Queen Ma.ry. It thereCore oecoree both an 
heredita.ry crown, and an hereditary allegiance. On 
what ground, except the constitutional policy 01 
Corming an eatablishment to oecore that kind of suc
cession which is to preclude a choice of the people 
for ever, could the Jegi.lature have f8IItidi01llly re
jected the fair and abundant ehoiee which our own 
country preeented to them, and searched in strange 
lands for a foreign princeM, Crom "hoee "omb the 
line of our future mien "ere to derive their title to 
govern milliOllll of men through a sen"" of ag"" ? 

The Prio"""" Sophia ".. named in the act 01 
settlement of the 12th and 13th of King William, 
for a Itoclt and root 01 inJIeriIanee to our kingo, and 
not Cor her merits aa a temporary administratrix 01 
a power, "hich .he might not, and in fact did Dot 
henelC ever exercise. She"... adopted for one 
reaoon,. and for one only; becalUe, oay. the act, 
"the _ exeellent Princeao Sophia, Elect,.,.. and 
Ducheooa Dowager 01 Hanover, is dmlghler of the 
mast exeellent Princeao Elizabeth, late Queen 01 
Bohemia, dmlghJer 01 our late _eip Ihrd King 
lamea the First, of happy memory, and is hereby 
declared to be the nest in ~ in the pro-
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teotant line," &C. &c.; "and the crown sluill cOJitinue 
to the heirs of her body, being Protestants!' Thia 
limitation was made by parliament, that through the 
Prin~ Sophia an inheritable line not only was to 
be continued in future, but (what they ,thought very 
material) that through her it was to be connected 
with the old stock of inheritance in King James the 
First; in order that the monarchy might preserve 
an unbroken wiity through all ages, and might be 
preserved (with safety to our r~ligion) in the old 
approved mode by descent, in which, if our liberties 
had been once endangered, they had often, through 
all storms and struggles of prerogative and privilege, 
been preserved. They did well. No experience has 
taught WI, that in any other course or method than 
that of an heredittn'f/ crown our liberties can be 
regularly perpetuated and preserved sacred as our 
hereditary right. An irregniar, convnlsive movement 
may be necessary to throw off an irregniar, convul
sive disease. But the course of succession is the 
healthy habit of the British constitution. Was it 
that the legislature wanted, at the act for the limita.
tion of the crown in the Hanoverian line, drawn 
through the female descendants of James the First, 
a due seWle of the inconveniences of having two or 
three, or possibly more, foreigners in succession to 
the British throne? No I-they had a due sense of 
the evils which might happen from such foreign 
rule, and more than a due aense of them. But a 
more 'decisive proof cannot be given of the full con
viction of the British nation, that the principles of the 
Revolution did not authorise them to elect kingo at 

'their pleasure, and without any attention to the 
ancient fundamental principles of our. government, 



16 TOB W18D01l AND GENln 

than their continuing to adopt a plan g{ hereditary 
protestant mcceaoion in the old line, with all the 
dangera and all the inconvenienceo of it. being a 
foreign line full before their eyes, and operating with 
the ntmoet force upon their mind.. . . . . . . . 

The people of England will not ape tbe f .. IDonA 
they have never tried, nor go back to tb<Me whicb 
tbey have fonnd mischievoua on trial. They look 
npon the legal hereditary mcceuion g{ tbeir crown 
as among their right., not as among tbeir WTOIIgo ; 
as a benefit, not as a grievance; .. a oecurity (or 
their liberty, not 81 a badge g{ oenitnde. They look 
on the frame g{ their commonwealth, /lUCk tu it lIandr, 
to be of inestimable value; and tbey conceive the 
nndisturbed mcceeorion g{ tbe crown to be a pledge g{ 

tbe otability and perpetuity g{ all the otber memben 
g{ our corurtitntion. 

I shall beg leave, before I go any furtber, to take 
notice of lIOIIle paltry IIrtificea, whicb the abetton of 
election, as the only lawful title to tbe crown, ate 

ready to employ, in order to render the ""pport of 
the jnIt principleo of our CODAtitntion a taak oome
... hat invidioua. These IIOjlbiAterl mbstitnte a 6cti
tioua cause, and feigned penonages, in whOle fa"our 
they mppoee you engaged, whenever you defend the 
inheritable nature of the cnnrn. It Uo oommOll witb 
them to dilpnte 81 if tbey .. ere ill a con1Iict with 
lIOIIle of thOle exploded fanatiaI of olavery, who for
merly maintained, .. hat I believe no creature now 
maintainJl, .. that the crown ia held by divine, heredi
tary, and indefeuible right." Theoe old fanatica of 
oingle a>hib:at] power, dogm.atUed 81 if hereditary 
royalty "'81 the only lawful government in tbe world, 
jlllt &I our new fanatiaI of popular ..... itrary r-er 
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maintain that a popular election ia the sole lawful 
source of authority. The old prerogative enthusiasts, 
it ia true, did speculate foolishly, and perhaps im
piously too, as if monarchy had more of a divine 
sanction than any other mode of government; and 
as if a right to govern by inheritance were in strict,. 
ne .. indejellJlible, in every person who should be found 
in the succession to a throne, and under every cir
cumstance : which no civil or political right can be. 
But an absurd opinion concerning the king's heredi_ 
tary right to the crown, does not prejudice one that 
is rational, and bottomed upon solid principles of law 
and policy. If all the absurd theorieS of lawyeri and 
divines were to vitiate the objects in which they are 
conversant, we should have no law, and no religion 
left in the world. But an absurd theory on one side 
of a question, forms no justification for alleging a 
false fact, or promulgating mischievous maxims, on 
the other. 

The second claim of the Revolution Society, is " a 
right of cashiering their governors for misconduct." 
Perhaps the apprehensions our ancestors entertained 
of forming such a precedent as that "of cashiering 
for misconduct," was the cause that, the declaration 
of the act, which implied the abdication of King 
James, was, if it had any' fault, rather too guarded, 
and too circumstantial. * But all this guard, and all 
this areumulation of circumstances, serve to show the 

• "That King Jamee the Seoond, haring endeavoured to.ubt1lM the 
ron.rtituio,. of the JtiDgdom by breaking she origiMl contract bet';eeo. 
king IIIld people, and, by the advice of jesui&a and other wicked per
..... baring nolatod oIle lu.aa..-tal lawe, ODd Aa..mg __ 
"'-dl .... of tAo /j;qgc/<>m, _ aIxli«ll<d Ibe go ............ " ODd lb. 
$broo.e ill thereby tJIIIQCIAt. n 
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spirit of caution which predmtJinated in the national 
conncila, in a situation in which men, irrilated by 
oppression, and elevated by a triumph oyer it, are apt 
to ILbandon themselves to violent and extreme counea: 
it ahow. the anxiety of the great men who influenced 
the conduct of affain at that great event, to make 
the Revolution a parent of settlement, and not a 
nnnery of future revolutione. 

No government could eland a moment, if it could 
he blown down with any thing 10 loooe and indefinite 
aa an opinion of " miIcmuhu:t." They who led at the 
Revolution, gronnded their virtnaI ahdicalion of King 
lames npon no Bnch light IUld uncertain principle. 
They charged him with nothing Ie. than a deaign, 
confirmed by a multitnde of illegal OYert acta, to 
IIYImt!rl the Protutatd ckvrch muJ lilah, and their 
juJUlamenlal, unquestionable law. and liberties: they 
charged. him with having broken the original ctmlrod 
between king and people. This waa more than mi.
COIUltu:l. A graTe and Overruling neceasity obl4,-ed 
them to take the atep they took, IUld took with infi
nite reluctance, aa under that most rigorona of all 
la..... Thp tnut fur the futnre preservation of the 
constitution waa not in futnre revolutions. The grand 
polley of all their regulations ... aa to render it almrMt 
impr8cticahle for any future ..... ereign to compel the 
atatea of the kingdom to have again recoune to tholM! 
violent remediea. They left the crown ... hat, in the 
eye and eatimation of law, it had ever been, perfectly 
irrespomible. In order to lighten tbe crown ttill 
further, they aggravated ~bility on ministen 
of state. By the ttatute of the lint of King William, 
_. 2nd. called " the od lur tkcloring the rigl," muJ 
libmin 01 tile 6Uhjeci, IUId lur IdtliRg the III«-w. 
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of the crown," they enacted, that the ministers should 
serve the crown on the terms of that declaration. 
They· secured soon after the frequent ",!,etings of pu:r
liament, by which the whole government would be 
under the constant inspection and active control of 
the popular representative and of the magnates of 
the kingdom. In the next great constitutional act, 
that of the 12th and 13th of King William, for the 
further limitation of the crown, and better securing 
the rights and liberties of the subject, they provided, 
"that no pardon under the great seal of England 
should be pleadable to an impeachment by the 
commons in parliament." The rule laid down for 
government in the Declaration of Right, the constant 
inspection of parliament, the practical claim of im
peachment, they thought infinitely a better security, 
not only'for their constitutional liberty, hut against 
the vices of administration, than the reservation of a 
right 80 difficult in the practice, 80 uncertain in the 
issue, and often 80 mischievous in the consequences, 
88 that of" cashiering their governors." 

Dr. Price, in this sermon, condemns very properly 
the practice of gross, adulatory addresses to kings. 
Instead of this fulsome style, he proposes that his 
majesty should be told" on occasions of congratula
tion, that " he is to consider himself 88 more properly 
the servant than the sovereign of his people." For a 
compliment, this new form of address does not seem 
to be very soothing. Those who are· servants in 
name, 88 well 88 in effect, de} not like to be told of 
their situation, their duty, and their ohligations. 
The slave, in the old play, tells his master, "HtI!c 
commemM'atio est qtUUi e:rprohatio!' It is not plea
sant 88 compliment; it is not wholesome 88 instrnc-
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tion. After all, if the king were to bring himself to 
echo this new kind of address, to adopt it in terDllJ, 
and even to take the appellation of Servant of the 
People, as hia royal style, how either he or we should 
be much mended by it, I cannot imagine. I have 
seen very fl88uming letters, signed, "Your mo.t ohe
dient, humble servant." .•.••.. 

I .hould have ooDBidered all thia as DO more than 
a IIOrt of flippant, vain dioconroe, in which, ao in an nn
"':voury fume, oeveral perIIOD8 onlfer the spirit of liberty 
to evaporate, if it were not pIainlyin support ,. the idea, 
and a part of the ocheme, of " caahiering kings for mis
conduct." In that light it ia worth lOme ohocnatioo. 

Kings, in one oenoe, are nndonbtedly the ocrvanto 
of the people, becanoe their power baa no uther 
rati~ end than that of the general advantage; but 
it ia pot true that they are, in the ordinary ICIlJIe (by 
our oonstitntion at least), anything like servants; the 
eooencc of whose eitnatioo ia to obey the commanca 
of oome other, and to be removable at pleaoure. But 
the king of Great Britain obey. no other penon; all 
other perwono are individually, and collectively tlJO, 

nuder him, and owe to him a legal obediencc. The 
law, .... hich know. neither to flatter nor to inmlt, call. 
thia high magistrate, not oW" oervant, as thia bumble 
divine can. him, bot" 0lIl' _w.J1I lord the King :" 
aud .... e: on OW" parts, have Ieamed to "P""k only the 
primitive Ianguage of the law, and not the confUllCd 
jargoo of their Babylonian pulpits_ 

AI he u not to obey no, bot we are to obey the 
Iaw- in him, OW" constitntioo baa made no IOrt of pro
..won towarcI. rendering him, _ a oervant, in any 
degree resporunole. Our oonotitntion knows nuthing 
of a magistrate like the.hutidtl of Arragon; nor of 
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any court legally appointed, nor of any process legally 
settled, for submitting the king to the responsibility 
belonging to all servants. In this he is not distin
guished from the commons and the lords; who, in 
their several public capacities, can never be called to an 
account for their conduct; although the Revolution 
Society chooses to assert, in direct opposition to one 
of the wisest and most beautiful parts of our consti
tution, that "a king is no more than the first servant 
of the public, created by it, and resp01l8ihle to it." 

III would our ancestors at the Revolution have 
deserved their fame for wisdom, if theY had found no 
security for their freedom, but in rendering their 
government feeble in its operations and precarious in . 
its tenure; if they had been able to contrive no better 
remedy against arbitrary power than civil confusion. 
Let these gentlemen state who that repreaentative 
public is to whom they will affirm the king, as a ser. 
vant, to be respousible. It will be then time enough 
for me to produce to them tbe PQ.itive ,tatute law 
which affirms that he is not. 

The ceremony of cashiering kings, of which these 
gentlemen talk so much at their ease, can rarely, if 
ever, be performed without force. It then becomes 
a case of war, and not oC constitution. Laws are 
commanded to hold their tongues amongst arms; 
and tribunals fall to the ground with the peace they 
are no longer able to uphold. The Revolution of 
Idb'l was obtaincd by a just war, in the only \lRge in 
which any war, and much more a civil war, can be 
just. "Justa bella quibus neee88am." The question 
of dethroning, or if these gentlemen like the phrase 
better, "cashiering kings," will always be, as it has 
always been, an extraordinary question of. atate, and 
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... holly out of the Ia ... ; a question (like all other 
questions of state) of dispositions, and of mean., and 
of probable conaeqnences, ratber than of potitive 
rights. AB it was not made for commou ahn.e., 10 it 
is not to be agitated by common mind.. The opecn
lative line of demarcation, where obedience ought to 
end, and resistance mnn begin, is faint, ob8C'l1re, and 
not eMily definable. It is not a .iugle act, or a 
aiugle event, ... hieh detenninea it. Governments 
mnn be abu.oed and deranged indeed, before it can 
be thought of; and the prospect of the future mnn 
be at bad at the experience of the past. When thinga 
are in that lamentable condition, the nature of the 
diaeaae is to indicate the remedy to th~ ... hom 
nature baa qualified to administer in extremities this 
critical, ambiguona, bitter potion to a distempered 
state. Timet, and ooeasions, and provocations, will 
teach their own leIIIIOIUI. The wise will determine from 
the gravity of the cue; the irritable from oenai
bility to oppreooion; the high-minded from diadain 
and indignation at abwrive power in unworthy banda; 
the brave and bold from the love of honourable 
danger in a genenmo cau.oe: bnt, with or withont 
right, a revolntion will be the very laat _ of 
the thinking and the good. 

The third bead of right, a.tIIerted by the pulpit of 
the Old Jewry, namely, the" right to fOrm a gm-ern
ment for ouneIvea, " baa, at least, ulittle eoontenance 
from l\,IIytbing done at the Berolution, either in pre
eedent or principle, .. the two Iirwt of their claims. 
The Revolntion ..... made to p._lie our /JIIdnJI, 
indisputable Ia .... and lihertiea, and that /JIIdnJI con
IItitntion of pernment whicb is our only oecurity 
for law and liberty. If you are cIeairoua of knowing 
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the spirit of our constitution, and the policy which 
predominated in that great period which hM secured 
it to this hour, pray look for both in our histories, 
in our records, in our acts of parliament, and journals 
of parliament, and not in the sermons of the Old· 
Jewry, and the after-dinner toasts of the Revolution 
Society. In the former you will find other ideas and 
another language. Such a claim is as ill-suited to 
our temper and wishes As it is unsupported by any 
appearance of authority. The very idea of the fabri
cation of a new government is enough to fill us with 
disgust and horror • We wished at the period of the 
Revolution, and do now wish, to derive all we possess 
.. an inheritance from our forefathers. 'upon that 
body and stock of inheritance we have taken care not 
to inoculate any scion alien to the nature of the 
original plant. All the reformations we have hitherto 
made have proceeded upon the principle of reverence 
to antiquity; and I hope, nay I am persuaded, that 
all those which possibly may be made hereafter, will 
be carefully formed upon analogical precedent, autho
rity, and example. 

Our oldest reformation is that of Magna Charta. 
You will see that Sir Edward Coke, that great oracle 
of our law, and indeed all the great men who follow 
him, to Blackstone, * are industrious to prove the 
pedigree of our liberties. They endeavour to prove, 
that the ancient charter, the Magna Charta of King 
John, waa connected with another positive charter 
from Henry I., and that both the one and the other 
were nothing more than a re-affirmance of the still 
more ancient standing law of the kingdom. In the 
matter of fact, for the greater part, these authors 

• See BIaobtm>e'. Mapa Chu1a, prinled 0& OxfOl;d, 1759. 
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appear to be in the right; Pahapa not alway.; but 
if the lawyen mistake in lOme particu1an, it prove. 
my position still the more strongly; breaUlIe it de
monstrate. the powerful prl!JlO8l"""ion towards anti
quity, with which the minds of all our lawyen and 
legiolatoro, and of all the people whom they wi.b to 
inlluence, have been alway. filled; and the stationary 
policy of tm. kingdom in coDJidering their most 
sacred right. and francbioelr' 81 an inIIeriiance. 

In the famoua law of the 3rd of Char\eo I., called 
the Petition of Righi, the parliament aay. to the king, 
" Your subject. have inherited tm. freedom," claim
ing their francru.es not on ahatraet princip\eo "81 

the right. of men," but 81 the right. of Engliohmen, 
and 81 a patrimony derived from their forefathen. 
Selden, 8I1d the otber profoundly \eamed men, who 
drew tm. petition of right, were 81 well acquainted, 
at least, with all the general thoom. c:oncerniDg the 
"right. of men," 81 8I1y of tbe diocouroero in our 
pulpit., or on your tribune; full 81 well 81 Dr. Price, 
or 81 the Abbe Sieye.. But, lor rea80DI worthy of 
that practical wisdom which IUpeneded their theo
retic acience, they preferred thito positive, recorded, 
lu!reditruy title to all which can be dear to the man 
and the citizen, to that vague opeeulative right, which 
expooed their lUre inheritance to be IICl'IImbled Cur 
8I1d tom to piecea by every wild, Iitigioua spirit. 

The aame policy pervade. all the law. 1I'hich have 
oince been made for the J>I"*'ITation of our Iibertiea. 
In the bt of Wil1iam 8I1d Maly, in the lamouo 
atatutA; called the Deelanltion of Right, the two 
h~ utter not a oyllabIe of ". right to frame. 
gov~t Cur themoelveo." Yon will_, that their 
.. hole Care 11'81 to oecure the religion, law., and 
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liberties, that had been long possessed, and had been 
lately endangered. "Taking* into their most serio11$ 
consideration the beBt means for making such an 
establishment, that their religion, laws, and liberties 
might not be in danger of being again subverted," 
they auspicate all their proceedings, by stating as 
some of those beBt means, "in the firBt place" to do 
" as their ancestorB in like cases have UBU/l1l1l done for 
vindicating their ancient rights and liberties, to 
declare ;" -and then they pmy the king and queen, 
"that it may be declared and enacted, that all and 
aingular the rights and liberties asBerted and declared, 
are the true ancient and indubitable rights and 
liberties of the people of this kingdom." 

You will observe, that from Magna Charta to the 
DeClamtion of Right, it has been the uniform policy 
of our constitution to claim and assert our liberties, 
8B an entailed inheritance derived to us from our fore. 
fathers, and to be tmnsmitted to our posterity; as 
an estate specially belonging to the people of this 
kingdom, without any reference whatever to any 
other more general or prior right. By this means 
our constitution preserves an unity in so great " 
diversity of its parts. We have an inheritablecrowu; 
an inheritable peerage; and a house of commons and 
a people inheritingprivileges, franchises, and liberties, 
from a long line of ancesto1'8. 

The policy appears to me to be the result at pro. 
found reflection; or mther the happy effect of follow
ing nature, which is wisdom without reflection, and 
above it. A spirit of innovation is generally the 
result of a selfish temper, and confined views. People 
will not look forward to posterity, who' never look 

I W .... dM. 
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backward to their aneeston: Beoides, the people of 
EDgland well know, that the idea of inheritance 
furnishes a lUre principle of CODoervation, and a lUre 
principle of traruomiaoion; without at all excluding 
a principle of improvement. It leaveo acquiAition 
free; but it oecmeo what it acqnireo. Whatever ad
vantageo are obtained by 8 otate proCeeding on these 
muima, are locked faot 88 in 8 IOrt of family octtle
ment; grasped 88 in 8 kind of mortmain for ever. 
By 8 eonstitutional policy working after the pattern 
of nature, we receive, we hold, we tranomit our 
government and our privileges, in the II8IIle manner 
in which we enjoy and tranomit our property and 
our lives. The institntiono of policy, the good. of 
fortune, the gifts of Providence, are banded d01l1l to 
us, and from us, in the aame eoune and orru,r. Our 
political ayotem ill placed in a just correspondence 
and symmetry with the order of the world, and with 
the mode of exiotence decreed to a permanent body 
eompooed of tramitory part.; wherein, by the d. 
pooition of a otnpendouo wiadom, moulding together 
the great mysteriona incorporation of the human 
race, the whole, at one time, ill never old, or middle
aged, or young, but, in a condition of unchangeable 
constancy, JDOYeo on through the varied tenour of 
perpetual decay, CaD, renovation, and prognwion. 
Thus, by pt-.t .iag the method of nature in the con
duct of the _e, in what we improve, we are never 
wholly new; in .. hat we retain, we are never wholly 
oboolete. By adh"",,, in thY manner and OD thooe 
principlea to our rorefathero, we are guided not by 
the mpentition of antiquariana, but by the opirit of 
philooophlC analogy. In thY choiee of inheritance we 
have given to our frame of polity the image of a 
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relation in blood; binding up the constitution of our 
country with our dearest domestic ties; adoptiDg our 
fundamental laws into the bosom of our family affec
tions; keeping inseparable, and cherishing with the 
warmth of all their combined and mutually re
flected charities, our state, our hearths, our sepulchre., 
and our altan. 

Through the same plan of a conformity to nature 
in our artificial institutionB, and by calling in the aid 
of her unerring and powerful instincto, to fortify the 
fallible and feeble contrivances of our reason, we have 
derived several other, and those no small benefits, 
from considering our liberties in the light of an inherit
ance. Always acting as if in the presence of canonised 
forefathers, the spirit of freedom, leading in itself to 
misrule and excess, is tempered with an awful gravity. 
This idea of a liberal descent inspire. no with a sense 
of habitual native dignity, which prevento that upstart 
insolence, almost inevitably adhering to and disgrac
ing tbose who are the tint acquirers of any distinc
tion. By this means our liberty becomes a noble 
freedom. It carries an imposing and majestic aspect, 
It has a pedigree and illuotratiDg ancestors. It has 
ito bearings and ito ensigns armorial. It has ito 
gallery of portraito ; . its monumental inscriptionB ; ito 
records, evidences, and titles. We procure reverence 
to our civil institutions on the principle upon which 
nature teaches no to revere individual men; on 
account of their age, and on account of those from 
whom they are descended. All your sophisters can
not produce anything better adapted to preserve a 
rational and manly freedom than the course that we 
have pursued, who have chosen our nature rather 
than our speculations, our breast. rather than our 

CI 
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inl'ention8, for the great 'COnservatories and maga
zines of our rights and privileges.-Rej1eclioM on the 
&JOlution in France, 1790. 

THE SOVEREIGN'. CHOICE 0' JoIINIOT£RI.-A plan 
of favouritism for our executory government is essen
tially at variance" with the plan oC our legislature. 
One great end undoubtedly or a niixed government 
like oun, composed of monarchy, and' of control., 
on tbe part of the higher people and the lower, i. 
that the prince .he.ll not be able to violate the la .... 
This is useful indeed and fundamental. But this, 
even at first view, is no more than a negative advan
tage; an armour merely defensive. It is therefore 
next in order, and equal in importance, that tI~ du
cretionary pqwera which are necaaarilll _ted in the 
1fUmIJ1'ch, whether lur the e.recuJion 01 the law" or fiR' 
the nomination ta magiltrat:y and ".ffice, or lor c0nduct
ing the affarra 01 peaa and war, or lor orderiTlfl the 
T~, BIwuld all be ezerciled upon pu/llic principk. 
and national grounth, and not 011 the lilting. or· prl'ju
diea, the inLriguu or p"1U:ieB, of a court. This, 1 
said, is equal in importance to the securing a govern
ment according to la.... The law. reach but a very 
little ... ay. Constitute government how yon pleue, 
infinitely the greater part or it mnat depend npoo. 
the exercise or the po ... en .. hich are left at }arge to 
the prudence and nprightneoe or ministen or otate. 
Even all the DIe and potency or the la .... dependa 
upon them. Without them your commonwealth is 
no better than a acbeme upon paper; and not a 
living, acti .. e, eft'ective constitution. It is ~ble 
that through negligence, or ignoranre, or design art
fully oonducted, miniaterw may IUfI'er one part or 
go .. erument to languioh, another to be perverted 
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from ita purposes, and every valuable interest of the 
country to fall into ruin and decay, without possi.· 
bility of fixing any single aCt on which a criminal 
prosecution can be justly grounded. The due 
RlT8.Ilgement of men in the active part of the state, 
far from being foreign to the purposes of a wise 
government, ought to be among ita very firlIt and 
dearest objects. When, therefore, the abettors of 
the new system tell us that between them and their 
opposers there is nothing but a struggle for power; 
and that therefore we are no ways concerned in it I 
we must tell those who have the impudence to insult 
us in this manner, that of all thiugo, we ought to be 
the most concerned who and what sort of men they 
ve that hold the trust of everything that is dear to 
us. Nothing can render this a point of indifference 
to the nation, hut what must either render us totally 
desperate, or soothe us into the security of idiots. 
We must solten into a credulity below the milkiness 
of infancy, to think all men virtuous. We must be 
tainted with a malignity truly diabolical, to believe 
all the world to be equally wicked and corrupt. 
Men are in public life as in private, some good, 
lome evil. The elevation of the one, and the depres
oion of the other, are the first objects of all true 
policy. But that form of government, which, neither 
in ita· direct institutions, nor in their immediate 
tendency, has contrived to throw ita affairs into the 
most trustworthy hands, but has left its whole 
executory system to be disposed of agreeably to the 
uucontrolled pleasures of anyone man, however 
excellent or virtuous, is a plan of polity defective not 
only in that member, but consequentially erroneous 
iu every part of it. 
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In arbitrary government., the constitutiOD of tbe 
ministry follow8 the constitution of the legi.latore. 
Both the law and the magi~te are the crcatorea 
of will. It mlllt be 10. Nothing, indeed, will appear 
more certain, OD any tolerable eonaideratiOD of thi. 
matter, than that erJerg aurt of gupernmenJ InJ{fhl to hav~ 
it. adminilltration curre8]KWUlent to ita legirlature. If it 
.hould be otherwise, things mOlt fall-into an hideotuo 
diaorder. The people of a free commonwealth, who 
have taken meh care that their law. 8hould be the 

remit of genenLi conoent, cannot be 10 aen..,leoa as 
to oru1t'er their executory oyotem to be compoeed of 
pert!OIlI OD whom they have no dependence, and 
whom no proof. of the public love and confidence 
have recommended to those pow ...... , upon the llJIe of 
which the very being of the state depends. 

The popular election of magiotratea, aDd popular 
dispositiOD of rewards and honoDn, ia ODe of the lint 
advantages of a free state. Without it, or lODlething 
equivalent to it, perhaps the people cannot long 
enjoy the onbotance of freedom j certainly none of 
the vivifying energy of good government. The frame 
of our commODwealth did nat admit of lOch an actual 
eleetion: but it provided as well, and (wbile the 
spirit of the comtitutiOD ia preaerved) better, for all 
the effeeta of it, than by the method of onffrage in 
any democratic _ what.ooeYer. It had alway., 
until of late, been held the lint duty of Parliammt 
to rt;{u« to IUpporl Coot, eat lIII1il pt)iNi' tDU ;" 

the lui"," of per_ roM rDn"e acceptahle to the pwple, 
or tDltik fadUma pretlornimlUd ;" the Cmtrl of ilJhUk 
the tudioa 40d iIO~. Thu all the good 
effeeta of popular electiOD were mppooed to be 
aecured to 01, without the miachieU attending on 
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perpetual intrigue, and a. distinct canvas for every 
pa.rticular office throughout the body of the people. 
Thia WBII the most noble and refined part of our 
constitution. The people, by their representatives 
and grandees, were intrusted with a deliberative 
power in making laws; the king with the control of 
his negative. The' king W8II intrusted with the 
deliberative choice and the election to office: the 
people had the negative in' a. parliame)ltary refusal 
to support. Formerly this power of control was 
what kept ministers in awe of parliaments, and 
parliaments in reverence with the people. If the 
use of this power of control on the system and 
persons of administration is gone, everything is lost, 
parliament and all. We may Bllsure ourselves, that 
if parliament will tamely see evil men take posses
Ilion of all the strongholds of their country, and 
allow them times and means to fortify themselves, 
under a. pretence of giving them a. fair trial, and 
upon a. hope of discovering, whether they will not be 
reformed by power, and whether their measures will 
not be better than their morals; such a parliament 
will give countenance to their measures also, what
ever that parliament may pretend, and whatever 
those measures may be. 

Every good political institution must have a pre
ventive operation as well as a remedial. It ought 
to have a natural tendency to ellclude bad men 
from government, and not to trust for the safety of 
the state to subsequent punishment alone: punish
ment, which has ever been tardy and uncertain; and 
which. when power is .uft'ered in bad hands, may 
chance to fall rather OD the injured than the eriminal. 

Before men are put forward into the great trusts 
of the state, they ought by their conduct to have 
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obtained luch a degree of e.timation in theiJo 
country, lUI may be 80Dle lort of pledge and oecwity 
to the public, that they will not abuoe thooe trwt-. 
It is no mean oecwity for a proper uoe of poweJ', 
that a man hao .hoWD by the general tenor of hi. 
actions, that the affection, the good opinion, the con
fidence of his feDow-citizena have been among the 
principal object. of his life i and that he, baa owed Done 
of the degradations of hi. poweJ' 0; fortunc to a oettled 
contempt, or occasional forfeiture, of their eoteem. 

That man who before he comes into POWeJ' hao no 
friends, or who earning into POWeJ' is obliged to 
de8eJ't his friends, or who looing it hao no friendo to 
sympathise with him i he who haa no away among 
any part of the landed or commeJ'cial inteJ'est, hut 
whOle whole importance hao begun with hio office, 
and is IIUre to end with it: is a pcr80n who ougl,t 
never to be BUffered by a controlling parliament to 
continue in any of those oituationa w hicb ronfer tbe 
lead and direction of all our public affain j beeauae 
auch a man htu no cOfllle:eiqn IDiIh the Wt1'eIi oflhe 
people. 

Those knoto or cabals of men who have got ir~e
theJ' avowedly without any public principle, in ordt ... 
to oeD their conjunct iniquity at the higher rate, and 
are therefore mriversally odiona, Ollb-ht DeTer to be 
aulfered to domineer in the otatej beeauoe they have no 
ermnezimtlDilA the-.JimnlUatul opiItiuu of lhe peqpk. 

Theoe are eonsiderationa which in my opinion 
enforce the neceaoity of having oome better reaIIOII, 

in a free country, and a free parliament, for mp
porting the ministen of the croWD, than that .hort 
one, That the Iring htu tlwught propw to appuinJ ''''''''. 
There is 80mething .-cry conrtly in this. But it io 
a principle pregnant with all lION of mischief, in a 
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constitution like ours, to turn the views of active 
men from the country to the court. Whatever be 
the road to power, that is the road which will be 
trod. If the opinion of the country be of no use WI 

a means of power or consideration, the qualities 
which usually procure that opinion will be no longer 
cultivated. And whether it will be right in a state 
so popular in its coD8titution 88 ours, to leave ambi
tion without popular motives, and to trust all to the 
operation of pure virtue in the minds of kings and 
ministers and public men, must be submitted to the 
judgment and good sense of the people of England. 

Cunning men are here apt to break, in, and with. 
out directly controverting the principle, to raise 
objections from the difficulty under which the sove
reign labours to distinguish the gennine voice and 
sentiments of his people, from the clamour of a 
faction, by which it is so easily counterfeited. The 
nation, they say, is generally divided into parties, 
with views and p88sions utterly irreconcilable. If 
the king should put his affairs into the hands of 
any ~ one of them, he is sure to disgust the rest; 
if he select particular men from among the rest, 
it is a hazard that he disgusts them all. Those who 
are left out, however divided before, will soon run 
into a body of opposition; which, being a collection 
of many discontents into one focus, will without 
doubt be hot and violent enongh. Faction will make 
its cries resound through the nation, 88 if the whole 
were in an uproar, when by far the majority, and 
much the better part, will seem for awhile 88 it were 
annihilated by the quiet in which their virtue and 
moderation incline them to enjoy the blessings of 
government. Besides that the opinion of the mere 

C3 
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vulgar is a miserable rule even with regard to tbem
selves, on account of their violence and imtahility. 
So that if you ... ere to gratify them in their humour 
to-day, that very gratification ... ould be a ground of 
their dissatisfaction on the neIt. Now.. all th_ 
rules of public opinion are to be collected with great 
difficulty, and to be applied with equal uncertainty 
as to the effect, what better can a king of England 
do, than to employ such men .. he find. to have 
views and inclinatiom most conformable to his own ; 
who are least infected with pride and self-will; and 
who are least moved by such popular humoun ao are 
perpetually travening hio designs, and disturbing 
his service; tro.sting that when he meaJlll no ill to 
hio people, he will be mpported in hio appointments, 
whether he ehooeea to keep or to change, ao his 
private judgement or hio p1eamre leads him. He 
will find a sure reoource in the real weight and 
in1Iuence of the Cl'OWll, when it is not Buffered to 
become an instrument in the hando of a faction. 

I will not pretend to oay that there ia notlUng at 
all in thio mode of reasoning; because I will not 
asoert that there ia no difficulty in the art of govern
ment. Undoubtedly the very beot administration 
muat encounter a great deal of oppooition; and the 
very worst will find more mpport than it deservea. 
Sufficient appearaD£e8 will never be wanting to thooe 
who have a mind to dereive themselves. It ia a 
Callacy in comtant tue with thOle who would level all 
things, and confound right with wrong, to imiot 
npon the inoon .. eniencea which are attached to every 
choice, without taking into con.oideration the dif
ferent weight and conoeqnence of thooe inron ...... 
niences. The qnestion ia Dot concerning "'-luJ~ 
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disContent or perfect satisfaction in government; 
neither of which can be pure and unmixed at any 
time, or upon any system. The controversy is about 
that degree of good-humour in the people, which 
may possibly be attained, and ought certainly to be 
looked for. While some politiciana may be waiting 
to know whether the sense of every individual be 
against them, accurately distinguishing the vulgar 
from the better sort, drawing lines between the 
enterprises of a faction and the efforts of a people, 
they may chance to lee the government, which they 
are so nicely weighing, and dividing,'anddiotinguish_ 
ing, tumble to the ground in the midst of their wise 
deliberation. Prudent men, when 80 great an object 
as the security of government, or even its peace, is at 
stake, will not run the risk of a decision which may 
be fatal to it. They who can read the political sky will 
see a hurricane in a cloud no bigger than a hand at 
the very edge of the horizon, and will run into the 
first harbour. No lines can be laid down for civil or' 
political wisdom. They are a matter incapable of exact 
definition. But, though no man can draw a stroke 
between the confines of day and night, yet light and 
darkness are upon the whole tolerably distinguishable. 
Nor will it be impossible for a prince to find out 
luch a mode of government, and such persons to 
administer it, as will give a great degree of content 
to his people; without any curious and anxious 
research for that abstract, universal, perfect harmony, 
which while he is seeking, he abandon. thooe means 
of ordinary tranquillity which are in his power with
out any research at all.-771ought8 011 the Came of 
the puent Di8conlenlll. 1770. 
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THE PARLIAMENT. 

THE HOUS., or LORDI.-Our honse of lord., tI,e 
chief virtual representatives of our aristocracy, the 
great ground and pillar of aecn.rity to the landed 
interest, and that main link hy which it is connected 
with the law and the Crown.-TlwughU 01& lhe CaUle 
oj lhe pre8en1 ])UConlenl6. 

THE BOUSES or LORns AND cOlnIONI.-In legal 
construction, the ICB8C of the people of England ill 
to be collected from the hOWle of commons; and, 
though 1 do not deny the possibility of an abnse of 
this trnst 88 well 88 any other, yet 1 think, that 
withont the moot weighty reasons, and in the moot 
urgent exigencies, it is highly dang"''OU.I to IUppose 
that the hOUle II)l"8ka Ulything contnuy to the _ 
of the people, or that the representative is silent when 
the aense of the constituent, strongly, decidedly, and 

. npon long deliberation. speaks audibly npon any 
topic of moment. If there is a doubt, whether the 
honae of commons represents perfectly the whole 
commons of Great Britain (I think there is none), 
there can be no question but that the Iords and the 
commona togetber reph!8<.'Dt the aense of the whole 
people to the crown, and to the world. Tbu.a it is, 
wben we speak legally and constitutionally. In a 
great measure, it is equally true, when we apeak 
prndentially; but 1 do not pretend to 8.11ert, that 
there are DO other principles to guide discretion than 
thOle which are or can be fixed by lOIIIe law, or """'" 
constitution; yet before the legally presumed __ 
of the people .houJd be IU~ by a IUppositioQ 
of one more real (81 in all ca.oes where a legal pre-
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sumption is to be ascertained), some strong proof. 
onght to exist of a contrary disposition in the people 
at large, and some decisive indications of their desire 
upon this subject.-Letter8 on a Regicide Peace. 1796. 
- .CSARACTER OF THE HOUSE OP COMMONS. -The 
house of commons was supposed originally to be no 
part fJI the atanding gooernment 01 this country. It 
Was considered as a control; issuing immediately from 
the people, and speedily to be resolved into the masS 
from whence it arose. In this respect it was in the 
higher part of government what juries are in the 
lower. The capacity of a magistrate being transitory, 
and that of a citizen, permanent, the latter capacity 
it was hoped would of course preponderate in all dis
cussions, not ouly between the people and the stand. 
ing authority of the crown, but between the people 
and the fleeting authority of the house of commons 
itself. It was hoped that, being of a middle nature 
between subject and government, they would feel 
with a more tender and a nearer interest everything 
that concerned the people, than the other remoter 
and more permanent parts of legislature. 

Whatever alterations time and the necessary 
accommodation of business may have introduced, 
this character can never be sustained, uuless the 
house of commons shall be made to bear; some 
stamp of the actual disposition of the people at 
large. It would (among public misfortunes) be an 
evil more natural and tolerable, that the house of 
commons should be infected with every epidemical 
frenzy of the people, as this would indicate some 

. consanguinity, lome sympathy of nature with their 
constituents, than that they should in all cases be 
wholly untouched by the opinions and feelings of th~ 
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people out of dOOl'B. By tm.. want of oympatby tbey 
would cease to be a house of commoDl. For it i. 
not the derivation of the power of that hou.oe from 
the people, which make. it in a diotinct ICnlC their 
representative. The king io the repreoentative of the 
people; 10 are the lord.; 10 are the judges. They 
all are tru.teeo for the people, sa well 61 the com
mODI; becau.oe no power io given Cor the IOIe eke of 
the holder; and aithongh government io certainly an 
inotitution of divine authority, yet ito C01'1DI and the 
pe1'IIOIlI who a.dminioterit,all originate from the people. 

A popular origin cannot, theref01'e, be the charac
teristicaJ distinction of a popu1ar representative. 
The virtue, opirit, and euence of a house of common. 
conoiot. in ita being the expreu image of the feeling. 
of the nation. It 10'61 not inotituted to be a eontrol 
"pori the people, 61 of late it hu been taught, by a 
doctrine of the moot perniciono tendency. It 10'311 

deoigned 61 a eontrolfor the people_ Other inltitu
tiono have been formed for the purpooe of checking 
popular exceaoes; and they are, I apprehend, fully 
adequate to their object. H not, they onght to be 
made 10. The house of commono, 61 it 10'61 never 
intended for the IUpport of peace IUId IUbordiruotion, 
io mioerably appointed for that oerriee; having DO 

otronger weapon tblUl ito maee, and DO better officer 
tblUl ito aerjcant-at-lImLI, which it can command of 
ito own proper authority. A 1'igiIant and jealouo eye 
over eucotory and judicial magiotraey; an anxiouo 
care of publie money, lUI opetlDI*, approaching 
toward. facility, to publie complaint: th""" oeem to 
be the true eharacteriotico of a houoe 01 commOUl. 
But an a.ddreooing house of commona, and a petition. 
ing nation; a house of comtDODI full of confidence, 
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when the nation is plunged in despair; in the utmost 
harmony with ministers, whom the people regard 
with the utmost abhorrence; who vote thanks, when 
the public opinion calls upon them for impeachments; 
who are eager to grant, when the general voice 
demands account; who, in all disputes between the 
people and administration, presume against the 
people: who punish their disorders, but refuse even 
to inquire into the provocations to them: this is an 
unnatural, a monstrous state of things in this consti
tution. Such an assembly may be a great, wise, 
awful senate : but it is not, to any popular purpose, 
a house of commons.-Tlwught8 011 the Cauae of the 
Present Discontents. 

CONNECTION OP THE HOUSE OP COMMONS WITH 
THE PEoPLB.-They who call upon you (the house 
of commons) to belong whoU" to the people, are 
those who wish you to return to your proper home; 
to the sphere of your duty, to the post of your 
honour, to the mansion-house of all genuine, serene, 
and solid latisfaction. We (the house of commons) 
have furnished to the people of England (indeed 
we have) lOme real cause of jealousy. Let us leave 
that 10rt of company which, if it does not destroy 
our iunocence, pollutes our honour; let us free our
selves at once from everything that can increase their 
suspicions, and in8ame their just resentment; let us 
cast away from us, with a generous Bcom, all the 
love-tokens and symbols that we have been vain and 
light enough to accept ;-n the bracelets, and snuff
bOIC8, and miniature pictures, and hair devicee, and 
all the other adulterous trinkets that are the pledges 
of our alienation, and the monuments of our ahame. 
Let us return to our legitimate home, and all jara 
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and all quarrels will be lost in embrtlCf's. Let the 
commons in parliament B88Ctnbled be one and tbe 
lame thing with the commons at large. The di.o. 
tinctiona that are made to ""Parate na are unnatural 
and wicked contrivances. Let tI.I identify, let us 
incorpOrate, OUl'IIClvea with the people, Let tI.I cut 
all the cablea and II1I1IP the chains w hieh tie ns to an 
nnfaithful shore, and enter the friendly harbour, that 
.hoots far ont into the main it. molce and jettice to 
receive na.-" War with the world, and peace with 
our constituents." Be thi.o our motto, and our prin. 
ciple. Then, indeed, we shall be truly great. Re. 
specting OUl'IIClvea, we.haIl be reapeeted by the worlel. 
At pre&ent all ia tronbieJ, and elondy, and di.o
tracted, and full of anger and turbulence, both abroad 
and at home; but the air may be cleared by thio 
storm, and light and fertility may follow it. Let no 
give a faithful pledge to the people, that we honour, 
indeed, the crown; but that we 6elong Jo them; 
that we are their 8ltxiliariea, and not their taok. 
masters; the fellow-labonren in the oame vineyard, 
not lording over their right., but helpen of their 
joy: that to tin them ia a grievance to onnelyea: 
but to ent oft from our enjoyment to forward theirs, 
ia the higbeat gratification we are capable of re
ceiving.-Speull 011 E~ Rrf"""" 1750. 

COlfsn1Tno. OP 'I'DB D01'88 OP CO. Mon.-The 
late honae of commons hao been pnniohed for it. 
independence. That eumple io made. HaTe we 
1Ul example on reeord, of a bonae of commOllll 

pnnished Cor ito oerriJity? The rewarda of a oenate 
10 di.spooed are manifeot to the world. Several gen
-tJemen are '<ery deairona of altering the eomtitution 
of the bonae of commons: but they mnat alter the 
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frame and constitution of human nature itself, before 
they can so fashion it by any mode of election, that 
its conduct will not be influenced by reward and 
punisJunent, by fame and by disgrace. If these 
examples t,!-ke root in the minds of men, what mem
bers hereafter will be bold enough nQt t!' be corrupt? 
Especially as the king's high-way of obsequiousness 
is so very broad. and easy. To make a passive 

. member of parliament no dignity of mind, no princi
ples of honour, no resolution, nor ability, no industry, 
no learning, no experience, are in the least degree 
necessary. To defend R post of importance against a 
powerful enemy, requires an Elliot; R drunken invalid 

. is qualified to hoist a white flag, or to deliver·up the 
keys of the fortress on his knees.-Motion relative to 
/I Speechjrom tlU! Throne. 1784. 

LEGISLATIVB AUTHORITY 01' THB HOUSB OPCOM

MONS.~ First, on this head, I lay it down as a funda.. 
mental rule in the law and constitution of this 
country, that this house has not by itself alone a 
legislative authority in any case whatsoever. tknow,. 
that the contrary w.:. the doctrine of the usurping 
house of commons, which threw down the fences and 
bulwarks of law, which annihiIated first the lords, 
then the crown, then ito constituents. But the first 
thing that was done on the restoration of the consti
tution, was to settle this point.~Speech relative to the 
Muldlese.r Election. 1771. 

PowEa 01' PARLIAMENT.-I must beg leave to 
observe, that it is not only the invidious branch of 
taxation that will be resisted, but that no other given 
part of legislative rights can be exercised, without 
regard to the general opinion of those who are to be 
governed. That general opinion is the vehicle and 
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organ of legi81ative omnipotence. Without this, it 
may he a theory to entertain the mind, but it is 
nothing in the direction of affairs. The completcne88 
of the legislative authority of parliament fllJer thi6 
lcingdom is not questioned; and yet many things in
dubitably incIudftd in the abstract idea of that power, 
and which carry no ab80lute injuatice in them.oelves, 
yet being contrary to the OpinioDi and feelings of 
the people, can &8 little be exercised, &8 if parliament 
in that case had been poooesoed of no right at alL I 
lee no abstraet reason, which can be given, why the 
same power, which made and repealed the high
commission court and the otar-chamber, might not 
revive them again; and these courts, warned by their 
former fate, might p088ibly esercise their powen 
with some degree of juatice. Bot the madnC88 would 
be &8 unquestioruoh1e. &8 the competence of that par
liament, "hich would attempt meh things. If any
thing can be mpp<Med out of the power of homan 
legislature, it is religion; I admit, however, that tbe 
eetablished religion of tbi. country has been three or 
four timeo altered by act of parliament; and there
fore that a Itatute hinda even in that case. But we 
may very ealely affirm, that, notwithstanding tbi. 
apparent omnipotence,it would now be found &8 imp<»
.ible for king and parliament to alter the established 
religion of tbi. country, &8 it W&8 to King Jamea 
alone, when he attempted to make meh an alteration 
without a parliament. In eil"eet, to follow, not to 
Coree. the puhlie inclination; to give a direction, a 
f~ a technical dreu, and • opeci& aanetion, to the 
general oen.e of the community, iI the true end of 
JegisJature.-Letu.. to tile SlIerijf. of Briltol. 1711-

OIUBC"I"IOIl' 'JO TUB naq(;IlIlCY OP nlllx"UL 
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PARLIA.MENTS.-If I wrote merely to please the 
popular palate, it would indeed be as little trouble
some to me as to another, to extol these reme
dies, so famous in speculation, but to which their 
greatest admiren have never attempted seriously to 
resort in practice. I confess, then, that I have no 
sort of reliance upen either R triennial parliament, or 
a place-bill. With regard to the former, perhaps, it 
might rather serve to counteract than to promote the 
ends that are propcsed by it. To say nothing of the 
horrible disorders among the people attending fre
quent elections, I should be fearful of committing, 
every three years, the independent gentlemen of the 
country into a contest with the treasury. It is easy 
to see which of the contending parties would be 
ruined first. Whoever has taken a careful view of 
public proceedings, 10 as to endeavour to ground his 
speculations on his experience, must have observed 
how prodigiously greater the power of ministry is in 
the first and last IeB8ion of parliament, than it is in 
the intermediate periods, when members sit a little 
firm on their seats. The persons of the greatest par
liamentary experience, with whom I have conversed, 
did constantly, in canv8B8ing the fate of questions, 
allow something to the court side, upon account of 
the eleetions depending or imminent. The evil com
plained of, if it exists in the present state of things, 
would hardly be removed by a triennial parliament: 
for, unless the in1Iuence of government in elections 
can entirely be taken away, the more frequently they 
return, the more they will harass private independ
ence; the more generally men will be compelled to 
fly to the settled systematic interest of government, 
and to the resources of a boundless civil list. Cer-
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tainly 80mething may be done, and ought to be done, 
towards lessening that influence in election.; and 
this will be necessary npon a plan either·of longer or 
9harter duration of parliament. But nothing can 10 

perfeetly remove the evil, aa not to render InCh con. 
tentions, too frequently repeated, utterly ruinous, 
first to independence of fortune, and then to inde
pendence of apirit.-Tlwught6 on the CflU6e of the 
premll Di8ContenJ6. 

EXPENSE OP TRIENNIAL PARLIAMENTI. - The 
charge therefore of eIeetiolll ought never to he loot 
sight of in a questiou concerning their frequency; 
becanse the grand object· yon seek u. independence. 
Independence of mind will ever he more or Iesa 
influenced by independence of fortune; and if, every 
three yean, the exhauating .Iuicea of entertainmento, 
drinkinga, open honses, to lay nothing of bribery, are 
to he periodically drawn np and renewed i-if govern
ment-Cavoun, (or which now, in omne .hape or other, 
the whole race of men are canrlidatea, are to he caIIed 
for upon every occasion, I lee that private fortunes 
will he washed away, and every, even to the Ieaat, 
trace of independence borne down by the torrent. I 
do not aerionsly think this constitution, even to the 
...reeb of it, could mrrive five triencial electiona.
Speuh on the Dura/Un. of ParliammU. 1771. 

IlIfu'J'ILITY O. TIiJElilllAL PAaLIA.Z"'" Aa A 

CHBCI< UPON IIEJlBEu.-Bnt they will he afraid to 
act ill, if. they know that the day of their account ill 
ah .. ay. near. I wiIoh it were true; bot it is not; hrre 
again we have experienee, and experience ill agaiuat 
Ill. The distemper of this age io a )IO'erty of opmt 
and of genioo; it is trifling, it io futile, wane than 
ignorant, auperficially taught; with the politics and 
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morals of girls at a boarding-school, rather than of 
men and statesmen; but it is not yet desperately 
wicked, or so scandalously venal as in former times. 
Did oot a triennial parliament give up tbe national 
dignity, approve the peace of Utrecht; and almost 
give np every thing else in taking every step to defeat 
the Protestant Succession? Was not the constitution 
saved by those, who had no election at all to go to, 
the lords, because the court applied to electors, and by 
various means carried them from their true interests ; 
so that the Tory ministry had a majority without an 
application to a single member? Now as to the 
conduct of the members, it was then far from pure 
and independent. Bribery was infinitely more fla. 
grant. A predecessor of yours, Mr. Speaker, put 
the question of his own expulsion for bribery. Sir 
William Musgrave was a wise man; a grave man; an 
independent man; a man of good fortune and good 
family; however he carried on while in opposition 
a traffic, a shameful traffic, with the ministry; 
Bishop Burnet knew of 60001. which he had received 
at one payment. I believe the payment of sums in 
hard money, plain naked bribery, is rare amongst us, 
It was then far from uncommon. 

A triennial was near ruining, a septennial parli .... 
ment, saved, your constitution; nor perhaps have 
you ever known a more flourishing period for the 
union of national prosperity, dignity, and liberty, 
than the sixty years you have passed under that con. 
atitution of parliament. 

The shortnesa of time, in which they are to reap 
the profits of iniqnity, is far from checking the avidity 
of corrupt men; it renders them infinitely more raven. 
ous. They rush violently and precipitately on their 
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object; they 101!e all regard to decorum. The mo
ment! of profit! are precioua; never are men 80 

wicked 88 during a general mortality. It W88 80 in 
the great plague at Athena; every symptom of which 
(and thia ita worst symptom amongst the rest) ia 80 

finely related by a great historian of antiquity. It 
W88 80 in the plague of London in 1665. It appears 
in soldiers, sailors, &c. Whoever wmtld contrive to 
render tbe life of man much .honer than it ia, would, 
I am satisfied, find the mreat receipt for increaoing 
the wickedness of our nature. 

Thus, in my opinion, the .hortness of a triennial 
sitting would have the following ill effectl:-It would 
make the member more .hameleooly and .hockingly 
corrupt; it would increaoe hia dependence on th.-, 
who could beat mpport him at hia election; it would 
WT3Ck and tear to piecea the fortune. of tb.- who 
stood npon their own fortune. and their private 
interest; it would make the electora inJinitely more 
venal; and it would make the whole body of the 
people, who are, whether they have Toteo or not, con
cemed in electioDl, more lawl-, more idle, more 
debauched: it would utterly deotroy the IIObriety, 
the industry, the integrity, the limplicity of all the 
people; and undermine, I am much afraid, the deepest 
and beat laid foundatinno of the commonwealtb.
SJNee4 os tM Durflliml of ParliommU. 

ADVA.Jr".&GBI AaIllNG r&OIl REqrBN'I'VA.CA.TIOW. 

0 .... aLu ... "T.-In Eugland we CUIt1IIJt work 80 

hard 88 Frenchmen. Frequent relaxation Uo JlI!C(!8-

ary to.... Yon are naturally more intenoe in yom 
appIieatiOIL. I did not know thia part of your national 
eharacter, nntil I ... ent into France in 1173. At pre
.eDt, thia your dispooitinn to labour Uo rather increaaed 
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than lessened. In your Assembly, you do not allow 
yourselves a rece.s even on Sundays. We have two 
days in the week, besides the festivals; and he,ides, 
five or six months of the summer and autumn. This 
continued, unremitted effort of the memhers of your 
Assembly, I take to be one among the causes of the 
mischief they have done. They who always > labour 
can have no true judgment. You never give your
selves time to cool. You can never survey, from its 
proper point of sight, the work you have finished, 
hefore you decree its final execution. You can never 
plan the future hy the past. You never go into the 
country, soberly and dispassionately to observe the 
effect of your measures on their objects. You cannot 
feel distinctly how far the people are rendered better 
and improved. or more miserable and depraved, by 
what you have done. You cannot see with your own 
eyes the sufferings and afHictions you cause. You 
know them hut at a distance, on the statemeuts of 
those who always flatter the reigning power, and 
who, amidst their representations of the grievances, 
inflame your minds against those who are oppressed. 
These are amongst the effects of unremitted labour, 
when men exhsust their atteution, burn out their 
candles, and are lea in the dark. " Malo meorum 
negligentiam, quam istorum obscur&m diligentiam." 
-Letter to d Member of the NatimJdlABBemblll. 1791. 

RIGHT OP palVATB JUDGMENT»IN MEMBERS OP PAR
LIA.MBNT, AND OB~BCTION8 TO TRBla BEINO PLEDGBD 

TO THEIR CON8TITUENCy.-Certainly, geutlemen, it 
ought to be the happiness and glory of a represen
tative to live in the strictest union, the closest corre
spondence, and the most unreserved communication 
with his constituents. Their wishes ought to have 
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great weight with him; their opinion high re.pect; 
their bnsineso nnremitted a~tention. It i. hi. dnty 
to sacrifice hi. repole, hiJ pleaoureo, La .atiofadion., 
to thein; and above all, ever, and in all CftICI, to 
prefer their intereat to hi. own. But, hi. unbiaooed 
opinion, hiJ mature jWlgment, hiJ enlightened con
science, he ought not to sacrifice to you, to any man, 
or to any let of men living. Th_ he doe. not 
derive from your pleaoure; no, nor from the law and 
the constitntion. They are a trust from Providence, 
for the abuoe of which he io deeply a""werable. 
Your repreoentative oweo yon, not hiJ indWltry only, 
bnt hi. jndgment; which he betray., in.stcad of oerving 
yon, if he aacrificeo it to your opinion. 

}Iy wortby co11eagne 88Y., hiJ will ought to '" 
subsen-ietit to yours. If that be all, the thing io 
innocent. If government were a matter of will 
upon any side, yours, without qneotiou, ought to be 
ouperiOr. But government and legi.olatiou are mat
ters of reaoon and judgment, and not of inclinatiou ; 
and what oort of reaoon io that, in which the deter. 
mination precedeo the diocwarion; in which one let 

of men deliberate, and another decide; and wbere 
thooe who form tbe conclnsiou are perhaps tbree 
hnndred mileo diotant from tbooe who bear tbe 
arguments? 

To deliver an opinion, io the rigbt of aU men; 
that of constitnents io a Weighty and respectable 
opinion, ... hich a repIt"""tative ought alway. to rejoice 
to bear; and which he ought always most .erio ... ly 
to coJUider. Bnt tmlhuriJaJiu in.structi01lll; manda/n 
iomed, which the member io honnd blindly and im
plicitly to obey, to vote, and to argue for, tbough 
eontrary to the clearest eonriction of hio judgment 
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and conscience,-these are things. utterly unknown 
to the laws of this land, and which arise from a fun
damental mistake of the whole order and tenor of 
our constitution. 

Parliament is not a congt'e88 of ambassadors from 
different and hostile interests; which interests each 
must maintain, as an agent and advocate, against 
other agents and advocates; but parliament is a 
delilJerative assembly of one nation, with one interest, 
that of the whole; where, not local purposes, not 
local prejudices, ought to guide, but the general 
good, resulting from the general reason of the whole. 
You choose a member, indeed, but when you bave 
chosen him, he is not member' of Bristol, but he is a 
member of parliament. If the local constituent 
should have an interest, or should form an hasty 
opinion, evidently opposite to the real good of the 
rest of the" community, the member for that place 
ought to be as far as any other from any endeavour 
to give it effect. I beg pardon for saying so much 
on this subject. I have been unwillingly drawn into 
it; but I shall ever use a respectful frankness of 
communication with you. Your faithful friend, your 
devoted servant, I .hall be to the end of my life: a 
llatwrer you do not wish for .-Speech to the elector, 
on being returned for Bristol. 1774. 

Let me say with plainness, I who am no longer 
in a public character, that if by a fair, by an indul
gent, by a gentlemanly behaviour to our represen
tatives, we do not give confidence to their minds, 
and a liberal scope to their understandings; if we 
do not permit our members to act upon a very en
larged view of things; we .hall at length infallibly 
degrade our national representation into a confused 

D 
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and lcu1IIing bostle of local agency. \\1.8n the 
popular member is narrow~ in hio ideao, and ren
dered timid in hio proceedings, the .ernce of the 
crown will be the sole nursery of otatcomen. Among 
the frolics of the court, it may at length take that of 
attending to ita buaineu. Then the monopoly of 
mental power will be added to the power of aU other 
kindo it poeseosea. On the aide of the people there 
will be nothing bnt impotence: for ignorance io 
impotence; narrowneu of mind io impotence; timid
ity io itself impotence, and mak .. all other qnalitieo 
that go along with it impotent and melf:ll.-Hpeecfa 
at BrUtol previmu to the electvm. 1781. 

THE BRITISH CO"rrrITl'T/OS. 

El'PEC'I' 0. TSI: BRITIsa COH8TITGTJOJl IN PRE· 

SEaVING TUB LOYALTY .&lID GOOD WILL 0' THE 

PEOPLE.-Dnring the reigns of the kings-of Spain of 
the Anstrian family, .... henever they .... ere at a 1001 in 
the Spanioh conncilo, it .... 81 common for their ltateo

men to aay, that they ought to oonmlt the gcniua of 
Philip the Second. The genilLl of Philip the Second 
might mislead them; and the iame of their affairo 
shewed, that they had not chooen the most perfect 
standard. Bnt, Sir, I am IDle that I .hall not be 
misled, when, in a caoe of constitutional difficulty, I 
consnlt the geniua of the English conotitution. . . . . 
For that oervice, for all oenice, whether of revenue, 
trade, or empire, my truat io in her (America'l) intereot 
in the British constitution. :My hold of the ",,\on;'" 

is in the clooe affection which grow. from rommon 
nameo, from kindred hlood, from timilar privilcgeo, 
and equal protection. Theoe are tWa, which, though 



OP EDMUND BURKE. 51 

light as air, are 88 strong 88 links of iron. Let the 
colonies always keep the idea of their civil rights 
l1880ciated with your government ;-they will cling 
and grapple to you; and no force under heaven will 
be of power to tear them from their allegiance. But 
let it be once understood, that your government may 
be one thing, and their privileges another: that these 
two things may exist without any mutual relation; 
the cement is gone; the cohesion is loosened; and 
everything h88tens to decay and dissolution. AB 
long 88 you have the wisdom to keep the sovereign 
authority of this ,country 88 the sanctuary of liberty, 
the sacred temple' consecrated to our common faith, 
wherever the chosen race and sons of,England wor
ship freedom, they will turn their faces towards you. 
The more they multiply, the more friends you will 
have '; the more ardently they love liberty, the more 
perfect will be their obedience. Slavery they can 
have any...:here. It is a weed that grow. in every 
lOil. They may have it from Spain, they may have 
it from Prussia. But, until you become loot to all 
feeling of your true interest and your natural dignity, 
freedom they can have from none but you. This is 
the commodity of price, of which you have the mono· 
poly. This is the true act of navigation, which binds 
to you the commerce of the colonies, and through 
them aecures to you the wealth of the world. Deny 
them this participation of freedom, and you break 
that BOle bond, which originally made, and must still 
preserve, the unity of the empire. Do not entertain 
80 weak an imagination, as that your registers and 
your bonds, your affidavits and your sufferances, 
your cockets and your clearances, are what form the 
great aecurities of your commerce. Do not dream 

DI 
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that your letten of office, and your inJrtructionl, and 
your suspending elaWle8, are. the things that hold 
together the great contexture of this myJrtcriouo 
whole. These things do not make your government. 
Dead instrument., paosive tools ao they are, it is the 
spirit of the English communion that giveo all their 
life and efficacy to them. It il the opirit of the 
English conJrtitution, which, infnoed- through the 
mighty ID38I, pervades, feeds; unites, invigorateo, 
rivifico every part of the empire, even down to the 
minuteJrt member. 

10 it not the aame virtne ... hieh does everything 
for no here in England? Do yon imagine then, that 
it is the land tax act ... hieh raiseo your revenue? that 
it is the annual "ote in the committee of mpply, 
... hich givco yon your army? or that it is the mutiny 
bill which inspireo it with bravery and discipline? 
No! 1Jllr<..,. no! It is the love of the people; it is 
their attachment to their government, from the oenoe 
of the deep Jrtake they have in mch a gloriono inJrti. 
tntion, which givco yon your army and your navy, 
and infnoeo into both that h1lera1 obedience, without 
... hieh your army"onJd be a haoe rabble, and your 
navy nothing but rotten timber. 

All thio, I know .... en enough, will oonnd wild and 
chimerical to the profane herd of th.- ruJgar and 
mechanical politician-, .... ho have no place among no; 
• oort of people who think that nothing exioto but 
... hat io groeo and material; and .... bo therefore, far 
from being qualified to be direetan of the great 
mo .. ement of empire, are not fit to turn • 1f heel in 
the machine, But to men trnIy initiated and rigbtly 
taught, these ru1ing and m.uter principleo, wbicb, in 
the opinion of IRICh men .. I have mentioned, have 



OP EDMUND BURKE. 53 

no substantial existence, are in truth everything, and 
all in all. Magnanimity in politics is not seldom 
the truest wisdom; and a great empire and little 
minds go ill .together. If we are conscious of our 
situation, and glow with zeal to fill our places as 
becomes our station and ourselves, we ought to aus
picate all our public proceedings on America, with 
the old warning of the church, SurBUm corda! We 
ought to elevate our minds to the greatness of tbat 
trust to which the order of Providence has called us. 
By adverting to the dignity of this high calling, our 
ancestors have turned a Ravage wilderness into a 
glorious empire: and have made the most extensive, 
and the only honourable conquests, not by destroying, 
but by promoting the wealth, the number, the bap
piness of the human race. Let us get an American 
revenue as we have got an American empire. Eng
lish privileges have made it all that it is; English 
privileges alone will make it all it can be.-Speech on 
Concilialion with America. 1775. 

GRADUAL 'ORMATION OIP THB BRITISH CONSTI .. 

TUTloN.-The example of a wise, moral, well-natured, 
and well-tempered spirit of freedom, is that alone 
which can be usefnl- to us, or in tbe least degree 
reputable or we. Our fabric is 80 constituted, one 
part of it bears so much on the other, the parts are 
so made for one another, and for nothing else, that 
to introduce any foreign matter into it, is to de
stroy it. 

What has been said of the Roman empire, is at 
least as true of the British cOnstitution-" Oclingm
torum /J1Inorum forluna, duciplinaque, compage. MC 
coaluit; 'f'ld' convelli sine convellentium exilio non 
poled."-Th.is British constitution has not been 
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struck out at a heat by a set of preaumptuou. men, 
like the .... embly of pettifoggen run mad in pan... 

"'1"'18 Dot the but1 pr'Oduc& of. day, 
Bu' the weU-ripeu'd frail of wiae dela,..'" 

It is the result of the thought. or many minds, in 
many ages. It is no simple, no mperficiaJ thing, 
nor to be estimated by mperficial IDlderotandingll. 
An ignorant man, who is not fool enough to meddle 
with his clock, is, however, mfficientIy confident to 
think he ClIO ...rely take to piecea, and put together 

. at his pleasure, a moral machine of another guise, 
importance, and complexity, compooed of far other 
wheels, and "prings, and balances, and counteracting 
and co-operating powen. ~en little think how 
immorally they act in l'II8h1y meddling with what 
they do not undentand. Their del.mve good inten
tion is DO oort of eICILIe tor their preaumption. They 
who troly mean well mWlt be fearful of acting iII. 
The British CODBtitution may have ito advantages 
pointed out to wise and reflecting minds; but it is 
of too high an order of euellence to be adapted to 
those which are common. It takes in too many 
.-rewa, it makes too many combinations, to be 10 

much u comprehended by .hallow and mperficiaJ 
undentandings. Profound thinkers will know it in 
it. reuon and spirit. The !eM enquiring will recog
nise it in their (celingo and their eIperience. They 
wiII thank God they have a .umdard, which, in tbe 
most _tial point of thia great concern, .. iII put 
them OD a par with the moot wise and knowing. . . 

Place, Cor in.umce, before your eyes, aoch • man 
.. MonteoqWen. Think of • geniua not horn in 
entry conntry, or every time; • man gifted by 
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nature with a penetrating, aquiline eye; with a 
judgment prepared with the most extensive erudi
tion; with an herculean robustness of mind, and 
nerves not to be broken with labour; a man who 
could spend twenty years in one punuit. Think 
of a man, like the uuiversal patriarch in Milton 
(who had drawn up before him in his prophetic 
vision the whole series of the generations which 
were to issue from his loins), a man capable of 
placing in review, after having brought together 
from the east, the west, the north, and the south, 
from the coarseneu of the rudest barbarism to the 
most refined and subtle civilisation, all the schemes 
of government which had ever prevailed amongst 
mankind, weighing, measuring, collating, and com
paring them all, joining fact with theory, and call
ing.into council, upon all this infinite assemblage 
of things, all the speculations which have fatigned 
the understandings of profound reasoners in all 
times I-Let us then consider, that all these were 
bnt 80 many preparatory steps to qnalify a man, and 
such a man, tinctured with no national prejudice, 
with no domestic affection, to admire, and to "hold 
out to the admiration of mankind, the constitntion 
of England I And shall we Englishmen revoke to 
such a suit? Shall we, when 80 much more than he 
has produced remains still to be understood and 
admired, instead of keeping ourselves in the schools 
of real science, choose for our teachers men incapable 
of being taught, whose only claim to know is, that 
they have never doubted; from whom we can learn 
nothing but their own indocility; who would teach 
DI to scorn what in the silence of our heart. we 
ought to adore? 
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Different from them are aD the great cnt .... 
They have taught us one eaaential rule. I think 
the exceDent aDd phiJoeopbie artiot, a tnJe judge, 
as weD as a perfect foDoweT of Dature, Sir Joohna 
Reynolds, has somewhere applied it, or something 
like it, in his own profeseion. It is this, that if eveT 
we should fiDd ourselves diapoeed not to admire thooe 
writer. or artiste, Livy and Virgil for instance, 
Raphael or Michael Angelo, whom 'alI the learned 
had admired, not to foDow our own fancies, but to 
study them nntiJ we know how awl wbat we ought 
to admire; and if we CBnnot arrive at this combi
nation of admiration with lrnowledge, rather to 
believe that we are duD, than that the rest of the 
world baa been imposed on. It is as good a rule, at 
least, with regard to this admired eonatitution. We 
ooght to nndenrt:and it acoording to our measure; 
and to venerate where we are not able preaentIy to 
comprehend. 

Such admiren were our fathen, to whom we owe 
this splendid inheritance. Let us .improve it with 
zeaJ, bot with fear. Let us follow our anceaton, 
men not withoot a rationaJ, thongh without an 
exclusive, confidence in themaelves; who, by reapect
jog the reBIOn of othen, who, by looking backward 
as weD as forward, by the modeBty BI weD .. by the 
energy of their minds, went 00, in.en.ibly drawing 
this COIIJItitution nearer and nearer to ita peTfection, 
by never departing from ita fundamental principles, 
nor introducing any amendment which bad Dot a 
mbaiating root in the law., coustitution, and naagea 
of the kingdom. Let thoee who haoe the tmat of 
political or of natural anthority eveT keep wauh 
against the d.eaperate enterpriaea of inDOYation: let 
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even their benevolence be fortified and armed. 
-AppealJrom the new to the old Whigs. 179l. 

ADvANTAGES ATTENDANT ON THE BRITISH COM ... 

• TITUTION. -My next example is Wales. This 
country was said to be reduced by Henry the Third. 
It was said more truly to be so by Edward the First. 
But though then conqnered, it was not looked upon 
as any part of the realm of England. Its old con
ltitution, whatever that might have been, was de
stroyed; and no good one was substituted in it. 
place. The care of that tract was put into the hands 
of lords marchert!-B form of government of a very 
.ingular kind; a· strange heterogeneoUl monster, 
something between hostility and government; per
haps it has a sort of resemblance, according to the 
modes of those times, to that of commander-in-chief 
at preseut, to whom all civil power is granted as 
lecondary. The manners of the Welsh nation fol
lowed the genius of the government; the people were 
ferocious, restive, lavage, and uncultivated; some
times composed, never pacified. Wales, within itself, 
was in perpetual disorder; and it kept the frontier of 
England in perpetual alarm. Benefits from it to 
the state there were none. Wales was ouly known 
to England by incursion and invasion. 

Sir, during that state of thiugs, parliament was 
not idle. They attempted to subdue the fierce spirit 
of the W clsh by all sorts of rigorous laws. They 
prohibited by statute the sending all sorts of arms 
into Wales, as you prohibit by proclamation (with 
something more of doubt on the legality) the sending 
arms to America. They disarmed the Wel.h by 
.tatute, as you attempted (but .till with more ques
tion on the iegalit.,) to disarm New England by an 

D S 
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instruction. They made an act to drag oWcnden 
from Walee into England fOT trial, M you have 
done (bnt with mOTe hardAhip) with regard to Ame
rica. By another act, "here one of the partiee 
"M an Englishman, they OTdained, that ru. trial 
.hould be alway. by English. They made act. to 
restrain trade, u yon do; and they prevented the 
Welsh from the u.oe of fain and market., u you do 
the Americana from fi.oheriee and foreign paTtI. In 
.hort, when the etatnte-boolr. wu not quite 10 mucb 
.... ellcd M it ie now, yon find no ICII than fifteen acta 

of penal regn1ation on the subject of Walea. 
Here we rub our hand&-A fine body of precedent. 

for the autbority of par1iament and the u.oe of it !
I admit it fully; and pray add likewiee to thoee 
preccdente, that all the wbile, Walce rode tru. king
dom like an inetdnu.; that it wu an unprofitable and 
oppressive burthcn; and that an Englishman travel
ling in that country eonld not go lis yarde from the 
high road without being murdered. 

The march of the human mind io .Iow. Sir, it w.. not, nntil after two b nndrcd years, diecovercd, 
that, by an eternal law, Providence had decreed 
veution to violenre; and poverty to rapine. Your 
anceatora did bowever at length open their eyee to 
tbe ill huabandry of injustice. They found that tbe 
tyranny of a free people eonld, of all tyranniee, the 
1east be endnred; and that law. made agaimt a 
whole nation ... ere not the m..t eWectual metbode for 
aeeuring ito obedience. .A.coordingly, ill the twenty
oeventh year of Henry VITI., the 00Ul"IC ..... entirely 
altered. With a preamble stating the entire and 
perfect righta of the crown of England, it ga .. e to the 
Webh all the ri,,<>bta and pri,-ilegea of Englieb sub-
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jecta. A political order was established; the military 
power gave way to the civil; the marches were turned 
into counties. But that a nation should. have a right 
to English liberties, and yet no share at all in the 
fundamental security of these liberties-the grant of 
their ·own property-seemed a thing so incongruouo, 
that, eight year. after, that is, in the thirty-fifth of 
that reign, a complete and not ill-proportioned repre
sentation by counties and boroughs was bestowed 
upon Wales, by act of Parliament. From that mo
ment, as by a charm, the tumults subsided; obedience 
was restored; peace, order, and ciyilization, followed 
in the train of liberty-When the day -star of the 
English constitution had arisen in their hearts, all 
was harmony within and without-

--8imul alba Il&UtiJ 

Stella refuhi& 
De8uit eaxia agitatuJ humor; 
Concidunt -.enti, fugi6.ntque nube .. 
Et minas: (<(uM lie voluere) ponto 

Uncia recumbiL 

-'-Speech on Conciliation with America. 1775. 

The British state is, without question, that which 
pursues the greatest variety of ends, and is the least 
disposed to sacrifice anyone of them to another, or 
to the whole. It aims at taking in the entire circle 
of human desires, and securing for them their fair 
enjoyment. Our legislature has been ever closely 
connected, in its most efficient part, with individual 
feeliug and individual interest. Personal liberty, the 
most lively of these feelings, and the most important 
of these interests, which in other European countries 
has rather arisen from the system of manners and 
the habitudes of life, than from the laws of state (in 
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which it flourished more from neglect than attention), 
in England, baa been a direct object of government. 
-Letter. Oft II Regicide Peau. 1796. 

CAUTION TO B8 oB8EaVED IN a£POaMING THE 
RIlITI8R CON8TITUTION.-Whatever they are, I wish 
my countrymen rather to recommend to our neigh
bours the example of the British constitution, thRn 
to tske models from them for the improvement of 
our own. In the former they have got an invaluable 
treasure. Tbey are not, I think, without some 
C8118C11 of apprehension and complaint: hut th_ 
they do not owe to their colll.titutioo, lmt to their 
own conduct. I think our happy situation owing to 
our constitution; hut owing to the .... hole of it, and oot 
to any part singly J owing in a great meaoure to .... bat 
... e have left ItRoding in our oeveral revie .... aod mor
matiOlll, 88 .... ell 88 to ... bat we have altered or roper
added. Our people will find employment enougb for 
a truly patriotic, free, and independent .pirit, in guard
ing .... hat they JlOI8"I8 from violation. I .... ould oot 
exclude alteration oeither J hut even .... hen I changed, 
it 8hould be to preserve. I .hould be led to my 
remedy by a great grievance. In .... hat I did, I 
should follow the example of our ancestors. I .... ouId 
make the reparation 88 nearly 88 p08IJihle in the style 
of the building. A politic caution, a guarded eir
cum.opection. a mora1 rather than a complexional 
timidity, ... ere among the ruling princip1e8 of our 
forefatben in their most decided conduct. :Sot 
being illumioared with the light of which the gentle
men of France tell III they have got 10 abWJdaot a 
ohare, they acted under a otroog impreooion of the 
ign........,., and fallibility of lIlBIlkind. He that had 
made them th"" fallible, rewanled them for ha,;"g 
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in their conduct attended to their nature. :Lct us 
imitate their caution, if we wish to deserve their 
fortune, or to retain their bequ~ts. Let WI add, 
if we please, hut let us preserve what they have 
left; and, standing on the firm ground of the British 
constitution, let us be satisfied to admire, rather 
than attempt to follow in their desperate flights the 
aeronauts of Franre.-Reflectitms on the Revolu/ron in 
France. 1790. 

OUR SECURITY DEPENDING ON THZ PRESERVATION 

OP THE CONSTITUTION ENTIBE.-Such are their ideas ; 
such their religion, and such their law. But as to 
our country ana our race, as long as the well-com
pReted structure of our church and state, the Bane
tuary, the holy of holies of that 8.!lcient law, defended 
by reverenre, defended by power, a fortress at onre 
and a temple--«hall stand inviolate on the brow of 
the British Sion-as long as the British monarchy, 
not more limited than fenred by the orders of the 
state, shall, like the proud Keep of Windsor, rising 
in the majesty of proportion, and girt with the 
double belt of its kindred and coeval towers; as 
long as this awful structure shall oversee and guard 
the subjected land-a long the mounds and dykes of 
the low, flat Bedford level will have nothing to fear 
from all the pick -axes of all the levellers of Franre. 
As long as our sovereign lord the king, and his faithful 
subjects, the lords and commons of this rcalm,-the 
triple cord, which no man can break; the solemn, 
sworn, constitutional frank-pledge of this nation; 
the firm guarantees of each other's being, and each 
other'. rights; the. joint and several securities, each 
in its plare and order, for every kind and every 
quality, of property and of dignity :-as long as these 
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endure, 10 long the Duke of Bedford ia we: and we 
are all we together-the high from blight. of envy 
and the opoliatiolll of rapacity: the 10.. from the 
iron hand of oppresion and the inllOlent .purn of 
contempt. Amen I and 10 be it: and.o it will be, 

Dum domua .JEm.a Capitoll immobJle 1U1I1O 

Accolet; imperiumqae pater RtJmanu habeblt.-

-Letter to a noble lord (the DuIre of Bedford), 1796. 



OP EDMUND BURKE. 

CHAPTER II. 

AMERICA AND THE AMERICAN WAR. --Ventum ad supremum est. Tam. agitare '9'el unm. 
TrojanOll potuiBti, infaodllm aecenderc bellum, 
Defol'D'W'fJ domum., et lllctu milOOre hpnelUOOl: 
UiteriUl tentare ve\O.-Vmoll .. 

JlRITlBH AMERICA. 

6S 

VISION OP THB GREA.TNBSS OP THB BRITISH COLO

NIES IN AMERICA.-Mr. Speaker, I cannot prevail on 
myself to hurry over this great consideratiol). It is 
good for us to be here. We stand where we have an 
immense view of what is, and what is past. Clouds, 
indeed, and darkness rest upon the future. Let 
us, however, before we descend from this noble 
eminence, reflect that this growth of our national 
prosperity has happened within the short period of 
the life of man. It has happened within sixty-eight 
years. There are those alive whose memory might 
touch the two extremities. For instance, my Lord 
Bathurst might remember all the stages of the 
progress. He was in 1704 of an age at least to be 
made to comprehend such things. He was then 
old enough acta plR'enlum jam legert!, et qut2 ail potent 
cogrwBcere virtua.-Suppose, Sir, that the angel of 
this auspicious youth, foreseeing the many virtues, 
which made him one of the most amiable, as he is 
one of the most fortunate, men of his age, had opened 
to him in vision, that, when, in the fourth generation, 
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the third prince of the hOUle of Brunswick had aat 

twelve years on the throne of that nation, which (by 
the happy issue of moderate. and healing councill) 
was to be made Great Britain, he .houJd ace hia IOn, 
Lord Chancellor of England, turn back the current 
of hereditary dignity to ita fountain, and raiae him 
to a highCT rank of peerage, whilst he enriched the 
family with a new one. H amidat theae bright and 
happy aeenea of domeatic honor and prooperity, that 
angel should have drawn up the curtain, aud unfolded 
the riaing gloriea of hia country, and w hilat he waa 
gazing with admiration on the then eommCTciaI gran
deur of England, the geruua Ihould point out to him 
a little speck, IC3l'Ce visible in the maaa of the na
tional interest, a amaIl aeminaI principle ratbCT than 
a formed body, and should tell him, "Young mau, 
there ia America, which at thia day aen-ea for little 
more than to amuae you with atoriea of lavage men 
and nneouth mannCTI; yet .haIl, before you taote 
of death, show itaelf equal to the whole of that 
commerce which now attracta the envy of the world. 
Whatever England baa been growing to by a pro
greaoive increaae of improvement, bronght on by 
varietiea of people, by succeasion of civilihng con
qneats and civilising settlementa in a aCTiea of aeven. 
teen hundred years, you .hall see ao much addOO to 
her by AmCTica in the course of a Bingle life." H 
thia state of hia country bad been foretold to him. 
would it not require all the eanguine credulity of 
youth, and all the fCTvid glow of enthnaiaom, to make 
him believe it? Fortunate man, he hao lived to ICC 

it! Fortunate indeed if he livea to ICC nothing that 
.hall 1'ary the proopect, and clond the setting of hia 
day !-Speech (III CAntciIWIimI rciJh .4IMrictI. 1775. 
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RAPID ADVANCE OP THB BRITISH COLONIES IN 

AMSIUCA.-Nothing in the history of mankind i. 
like their progress. For my part, I never cast an 
eye on their flo.urishing llommerce, and their culti~ 
vated and commodioll8 life, but they seem to me 
rather ancient nations, grown to perfection through 
a long aeries of fortunate events, and a train of mc
cessful industry, accumulating wealth in many cen
turies, than the colonies of yesterday; than a set of 
miserable outcasts, a few years ago, not 80 much sent 
as thrown out, on the bleak and barren shore of a 
desolate wilderness, three thousand miles from all 
civilized intercourse.-Speech on American Ta:cation. 
1774. 

The first thing that we have to consider with 
regard to the nature of the object is--the number of 
people in the colonies. I have taken for some years 
a good deal of pains on that point. I can by no 
calculation justify myself in placing the number 
below two millions of inhabitants of our own Euro
pean blood and colour: besides at least 600,000 
others, who. form no inconsiderable part of the 
strength and opulence of the whole. This, Sir, is, I 
believe, about the true number. There is no occa
sion to exaggerate, where plain truth is of so mnch 
weight and importance. But, whether I put the 
present numbers too high or too low is a matter of' 
little moment. Such is the strength with which 
population shoots in that part of the world, that 
state the numbers as high as we will, whilst the 
dispute continues the exaggeration enda. Whilst we 
are discussing any given magnitude, they are grown 
to it. Whilst we spend our time in deliberating on 
the mode of governing two millions, we shall find wo: 
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have millionl more' to manage. Your children do 
not grow taster from infancy to manhood, than they 
spread from familie. to communiti.,., and from vil. 
lage. to nationa.-Speecla tm Conciliation with 
America. 1775. 

TaB PREB IPlalT 0. TO. BRITIIH "IlEaleAN COLO· 

HI E8.-In this character of the Americana, a love of 
freedom is the predominating feature which mlU'k • 

• and diatingnishe. the whole: and, sa an ardent ill 
alwaYI a jeaIoua affection, your colonie. become IIUlIo 

piciOWl, restive, and untractable, whenever they Bee 

the least attempt to wrest from them by force, or 
.huftle from them by chicane, what they think the 
only advantage worth living for. This fierce .pirit of 
liberty iI .tronger in the English coloniea, probably, 
than in any other people of the elU'th; and this from 
a great variety of powerfnl C3Ue1; which, to under· 
atand the true temper of their minds, and the direc
tion which this· spirit takes, it will not be amiao to 
lay open lOUIewhat more largely. 

First, the people of the coloniea are descendanto 
of Englishmen. England, Sir, ia a nation, which .till, 
I hope, respecto, and formerly adored, her freedom. 
The coloniota emigrated from you ... hen thia part of 
your eharacter 11'81 moot predominant; and they tDok 
this biao and direction the moment they pIU'ted from 
your hand.. They are there€ore not only devoted to 
liberty, but to liberty acrording to English We&JI, and 
on English principles. Ahotract liberty, like other 
mere ahotractiona, is not to be found. Liberty 
inherea in BODle lenaible object; and every nation 
baa f'ormed to itleIC lOUIe favourite point, ... hich by 
yay of eminence become. the eriterion of their hap
pines&.. It happened, you knOW', Sir, that the great 
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contests for freedom in this country were from the 
earliest times chiefly upon the question of taxing. 
Most of the contests in the ancient commonwealths 
turned primarily on the right of election of magi ... 
trates ; or on the balance among the several orders of 
the state. The question of money WIl.8 not with them 
so immediate. But in England it WIl.8 otherwise. 
On this point of taxes the ablest pens, and most 
eloquent tongues, have been exercised; the greatest 
spirits have acted and suffered. 'In order to give the 
fullest satisfaction concerning the importance of this 
point, it WIl.8 not only necessary for those who in 
argument defended the excellence of the English 
constitution, to insist on this privilege of granting 
money Il.8 II. dry point of fact, and to prove that the 
right had been acknowledged in ancient parchments, 
and blind nsages, to reside in II. certain body called .. 
house of commons. They went much farther; they 
attempted to prove, and they sucCeeded, that in 
theory it onght to be so, from the particnlar nature 
of .. house of commons,'" an immediate represen
tative of the people; whether the old records had 
delivered this oracle or flot. They took infinite pains 
to inculcate,,,, .. fundamental principle, that in all 
monarchies the people must in effect themselves, 
mediately or immediately, posseas the power of 
granting their own money, or no shadow of liberty 
could subsist. The colomes draw from yon, Il.8 with 
their life-blood, these id6ll.8 and principles. Their 
love of liberty, Il.8 with yon, fixed and attached on 
this specific point of taxing. Liberty might be 
...re, ·or might he endaogered, in twenty other par
ticnlaro, without their being much pl_d or alarmed. 
Here they felt its pulse; and Il.8 they found that heat, 
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they thought themselves .iclt ar lOUud. I do oot 
.ay whether they were right ar wrong io applying 
your general argument. to their own case. It ia oot 
""",,, indeed, to make a monopoly of theorem. and 
corollaries. The fact ie, that they did thuo apply 
those general argument.; and your mode of govern
ing them, whether through lenity ar indolence, 
through wisdom ar miatalte, confirmed them in the 
imagination, that they, 88 well 88 yOu, had an in
tereal in these colIlltlon principleo. 

They were further confirmed in thia pleaaing error 
by the form of their provinciallegi.lative _lim... 
Their government. are popular in a high degree; 
some are merely popular; in all, the popular repre
oentative ie the moot weighty; and thia .hare of the 
people in their ordinary government never faill to 
inspire them with lofty sentiment., and with a atrong 
avcraion from whatever tendo to deprive them of their 
ehief importance. • . . • • The temper and character 
which prevail in our colonies are, I am afraid, unalter
able by any human art. We cannot, I fear, falrify 
the pedigree of thi. fierce people, and perauade them 
that they are not .prung from a nation in wbote veina 
the blood of freedom circoIata. The language in 
which they would hear you tell them thia tale would 
detect the impoaition; your speech would betray 
you. An Engliehman ia the unfitteot penon on earth 
to argue another Eugliabman into a1avery.-Speula 
011 COIIciIWimt toiJIa Ameriell. 

AYaWE. oro 'l'BB PLA. O • • &'PB~DJJI(G TDE cao.,. 
Ga.,.,.. or L .... D I" .In,alc •• -Aa the growing 
population oC the colonieo ia evidently one canoe of 
their resi".oee, it ..... Iaat _ion mentioned in 
both holl8el, by IDen of weight, and received not 
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without applause, that in order to check this evil, it 
would be proposed for the crown to make no further 
grants of land. But to this scheme there are two 
objections. The first, that there is already 80 much 
unsettled land in private hands as to afford room for 
an immense future population, although the crown 
not only withheld its grants, but annihilated its soil. 
If this be the case, then the only effect of this 
avarice of desolation, this hoarding of a royal wilder
ness, would be to raise the value of the possessions 
in the hands of the great private monopolists, without 
any adequate check to the growing and alarming 
mischief of population. 

But if you atop your grants, what would be the 
consequence 7 The people would occupy without 
grants. They have already 80 occupied in many 
places. You cannot station garrisons in every part 
of these deserts. If you drive the people from one 
place, they will carry on their annual tillage, and re
move with their flocks and herds to another. Many 
of the people in the back settlements are already little 
attached to particular situations. Already they have 
topped the Apalachian mountains. From thence 
they behold before them an immense plain, one vast, 
rich, level meadow; a square of five hundred miles. 
Over this they would wander without a possibility of 
restraint; they would change their manners with the 
habits of their life; would soon forget a government 
by which they were disowned; would become horde. 
of English Tartars; and pouring down upon your 
unfortified frontiers a fierce and irresistible cavalry, 
become masters of your governors and your coun
cillors, your colleetors and comptrollers, and of all 
the slaves that adhered to them. Such would, and, 
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in no long time, must be, the effect of atternptin~ 
to forbid 88 a crime, .and to lupprcol 88 an evil, the 
command and blessing of Proridence, " Incr"""" and 
multiply!' Such would he the happy result of an 
endeavour to keep 88 a lair oC wild he881l, that earth, 
which God, by an CXprC81 charter, h88 given to the 
children of men. Far dilferent, and mrely much 
wiler, h88 been our policy hitherto. Hitherto we 
have invited our people, by every kind of bounty, to 
fixed establiehments. We have invited the husband
man to look to authority for hie title. We have 
taught him piously to believe in the myllerioUl 
virtue of wax and parchment. We have thrown each 
tract of land, u it wu peopled, into dillricts; that 
the ruling power Ihould never he wholly out of light. 
We have eettled all we could; and we have carefully 
attended every eettlement with government. 

Adhering, Sir, u I do, to thie policy, u well u for 
the re880nI I have jnll given, I think thie new pr0.

ject of hedging-in population to he neither prudent 
nor practicable. 

To impoverish the colouieo in general, and in 
particular to arrest the noble course of their marine 
enterprises, would be 8 more eaey wk, I freely 
conCeal it. We have Ihewn 8 diIpoIition to 8 IYstem 
of this kind; • disposition even to continue the 
restraint after the offence; looking on oonelTt .... 
ri .... iI to our colonieo, and pennaded that of COlU1Ie 

we mnll gain all that they Ihall looe. If o.ch mia
chief we may certainly do. The power inadequate to 
all other things ill often more than mfficjent Cor thil. 
I do not look on the direct and immediate power of 
tbe colonieo to ....n.t our violence .. very fonnidlhle. 
In this, however, I may be miItaken. But when I 
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consider, that we have colonies for no purpose but to 
be serviceable to us, it seems to my poor understand
ing a little preposterous, to make them unserviceable, 
in order to keep them obedient. It is, in truth, 
nothing more than the old, and, as I thought, ex
ploded problem of tyranny, which proposes to beggar 
its subjects into submission. But remember, when 
you have completed your system of impoverishment, 
that nature still proeeeds in her ordinary course; 
that discontent will inerease. with misery; and that 
there are critical moments in the fortune of all 
states, when they who are too weak to contribute to 
your prosperity, mllY be strong enough to complete 
your ruin. Spoliatis arma IUperlUnt. - Speech on 
Conciliation with America. 

F,SHER,ES IN AMBRICA.-Ao to the wcalth which 
the colonies have drawn from the sea by their fish
eries, you bad aU that matter fully opened at your 
bar. You surely thought those acquisitions of value, 
for they seemed even to excite your envy: and yet 
the spirit by which that enterprising employment 
has been exercised, ought rather, in my opinion, to 
have raised your esteem and admiration. And pray, 
Sir, what in the world is equal to it? Pass by the 
other parts, and look lit the mauner in which the 
people of New England have of late carried on 
the whale fishery .. Whilst we follow them among the 
tumbling mountains of ice, and behold them pene
trating into the deepest frozen recesses of Hudson'. 
Bay and Davis's Straits, whilst we are looking for 
them beneath the arctic circle, we hear that they 
have pierced into the opposite region of polar cold; 
that they are at the antipodes, and engaged under the 
frozen serpent of the south. Falkland Island, which 
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oeemed too remote and romantic an object for the 
grasp of national ambition, ia but a stage and rCJrtiDg
place in the progress of their victorious iDcI!IlItry. 
Nor ia the equinoctial heat more discouraging to 
them, than the accumnlated winter of both the poles. 
We kno .... that .... hiIst some of them dra .... the line and 
strike the harpoon on the eoaot of Africa, others run 
the longitude, and pnrme their gigantic game along 
the eoaot of Brazil. No sea but wltat is vexed by 
their fi.heries j no climate that is not .... itn.... to 
their toils. Neither the perseverance of Holland, 
nor the activity of France, nor the dexterous and 
firm sagacity of English enterprise, ever carried tllit 
most perilono mode of hard indnotry to the extent to 
which it has been pnohed by this recent people; a 
people .... ho are still, as it .... ere, but in the gristle, and 
not yet hardened into the bone of manhood. When 
I contemplate these things j .... ben I know that the 
colonies in general owe little or nothing to any care 
of onn, and that they are not oqueezed into tbit 
happy form by the conotraints of watchful and IJU8-

picious government, but that. throngh a wise and 
aalutary neglect, a generous nature has been mtrered 
to take her own way to perfection; when I rdlect 
upon theoe effects, when I oee how profitable they 
have been to no, I feel all the pride of power oink, 
and all presumption in the wiadmn of human con
trivances melt, and die a ... ay within me. lfy rigour 
relents. I pardon lODlething to the spirit of liberty, 
-SpeuA 011 Ccmdlialion rciJl. America. 

T.UATlOJr OP 7Ba cow,;u: •• -Again, and again, 
revert to your old principlea oeek peace and enwre 
it-leave America, if .he has taxable matter in her, 
to tax herodf. I am not here going into the distinc-
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tions of rights, not attempting to mark their bound
aries. I do not enter into these metaphysical dis
tinctions; 1 hate the very sound of them. Leave 
tbe Americans as they anciently stood, and tbese 
distinctions, born of our unhappy contest, will die 
along with it. They and we, and their and our 
ancestors, have been happy under that system. Let 
the memory of all actions, in contradiction to that 
good old mode, on both sides, be extinguished for 
ever. Be content to bind Am.!lrica by law. of trade ; 
you have always done it. Let this be your reason 
for binding their trade. Do not burthen them by 
taxes; you were not used to do so from the begin
ning. Let this be your reason for not taxing. Tbese 
are the arguments of states and kingdoms. Leave 
the rest to the schools; for there only they may be 
discussed with safety. But if; intemperately, unwisely, 
fatally, you sophisticate and poison the very source 
of government, by urging subtle deductions, and con
sequences odious to those you govern, from tbe 
unlimited and illimitable nature of supreme sove
reignty, you will teach them by these means to call 
that sovereignty itself in question. When you drive 
him hard, the boar will surely turn upon the bunters. 
If that sovereignty and their freedom cannot be 
reconciled, which will they take? They will cast 
your sovereignty in your face. Nobody will be 
argued into slavery. Sir, let the gentlemen on the 
other side call forth all their ability; let the best of 
them get up, and tell me, what one character of 
liberty the Americans have, and what one brand of 
slavery they are free from, if they are bound in thew 
property and industry, by all the restraints you can . 
imagine on commerce, and at the same time are made 

B 
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pack.horses of every tax you choooe to impooe, witb. 
out the least share in granting them. When they 
bear the burthen. of unlimi~ monopoly, will you 
bring them to bear the burthena of unlimited revenue 
too? The Englishman in America will feel that this 
is slavery-that it is legal slavery, will be no com· 
pelll!ation, either to his feelings or his understanding. 

A noble lord, * who spoke some time ago, is full of 
the fire of. ingenuoWl youth; and when he bas mo
delled the ideas of 8 lively imagination by further • experience, be will be an ornament to his country ill 
either house. He bas said, that the AmerieaWI are 
our children, and how can they revolt against their 
parent? He eays, that if they are uot free in their 
present state, England is not free; because Man. 
chester, and other considerable plaees, are not repre
oented. So then, because 80IDe townI in England 
are not itpIi""-'Dted, America is to have no repre
sentative at all. They are "our children;" but 
when children ask for bread we are not to give 8 

stone. :u it because the natnraI ..... istance of things, 
and the various mutations of time, hinder our 

• government, or auy scheme of government, from 
being auy more than 8 sort of approximation to the 
right, is it therefore that the ~lonies are to recede 
from it infinitely? When this child of ours wishes 
to 88IIimilate to its parent, and to refied with 8 true 
filial resemblance the beauteous countenance of 
British liberty; are we to turn to them the .Lame
fnl parts of our constitntion? are we to give them 
our ... eah .... for their strength? our opprobrium for 
their glory r and the elongh of .lavery, ... hich we are 

. not able to work off, to BerTe them for their fnledom ? 

• Lord Ca ... h-
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If this be the C88e, ask yourselves this question, 
Will they be content in such a state of slavery? If 
not, look to the consequencea. Reflect how you are 
to govern a people,who think they ought to be free; 
and think they are not. Your scheme yields no 
revenue; it yields nothing but discontent, disorder, 
disobedience; and such is the state of America, that 
after wading up to your eyes in blood, you could ouly 
end just where you began; that is, to tax .where rio 
revenue is to be found, to-my; voice fails me; my 
inclination indeed carries me no farther-a.ll is con
fusion beyond it. 

Well, sir, I have recovered a little, and before I sit 
down I must say something to another point with 
which gentlemen urge us. What is to become of 
the declaratory-act asserting the entireness of British 
legislative authority, if we abandon the practice of 
taxation? 

For my part I look upon the rights stated in that 
act, exactly in the manner in which I viewed them 
on its very first proposition, and which I have often 
taken the liberty, with great humility, to lay before 
you. I look, I say, ~n the imperial rights of Great 
Britain, and the privileges which the colonists ought 
to enjoy under these· rights, to be just the most 
reconcilable th41gs in the world. The parliament of 
Great Britain sits at the head of her extensive empire 
in two capacities: one as the local legislature of this 
island, providing for all things at home, immediately, 
and by no other instnunent than the executive power. 
-The other, and I think her nobler capacity, is wllat 
I call her im]m'ial character; in which, as from the 
throne of heaven, she superintends all the several 
inferior legislatures, and guides and controls them 

II 2 
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"U, without aunihilating any. A. all theoe provincial 
legi..laturea are only co-ordinate with each other, 
they ought all to be aubordinate to her; eI"" they 
can neither preserve mutual peace, nor hope for 
mutual jOOiee, nor effectually afford mutual "".00.
anee. It is neces.ary to coerce the negligent, to 
restrain the violent, and to aid the weak and defi
cient, by the overruling pIeuitude of her power. She 
is never to intrude into the place of the othen, whill!! 
they are equal to the common end. of their inJltitu
tion. But in order to enable parliament to anower 
all theoe end. of pro,ident and beneficent Itlperin
tendence, her powen moo be boundk.... The gen
tlemen who think the po .... en of parliament limited, 
may pleaae them.llClve8 to talk of requUritirJDJI. But 
suppose the requisitiona are not obeyed? What! 
Shall there be no reaervcd power in the empire, to 
Bupply a deficiency which may weaken, di,ide, and 
dissipate the whole? We are engag<'11 in war-the 
secretary of l!tate calIa upon the colonies to Clmtrihote 
-JIOme would do it, I think mol!! .... ould cheerfully 
furuiJlh whatever is demandcd-~)De or two, suppooe, 
hang back, and, easing them.llCl .... , let the irtreu of 
the draught lie on the othen-aurely it is proper, that 
BOme authority might legally "'y-" Tax y,mneh'es 
for the common mpply, or parliament will do it (0' 

you." This backwanlneoa was, as I am told, actually 
the cue of Penmyh'anis (or some ahort time tow8I'da 
the beginning of the last war, o .... ing to oome internal 
diMension. in the colony. But .... hether tbe fact 
were 110, or otberwiae, the cue it equally to be pro
,;ded (or by a competent sovereign power. But then 
this ought to be no ordinary power; nor ""er .-'11 
in the fint inotance. This it wbat I meant, ..-heD I 
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have said at various times, that I consider the power 
of taxing in parliament as an instrument of empire, 
and not as a means of supply. 

Such, sir, is my idea of the constitution of the 
British empire, 118 distinguished from the constitu
tion of Britain; and on these grounds I think subor
dination and liberty may be sufficiently reconciled 
through the whole; 'Whether to serve a refining spe
culatist, or a factious demagogue, I know not; but 
enough surely for the ease and happiness of man. 

Sir, whilst we held this happy course, we drew 
more from the colonies than all the impotent violence 
of despotism ever could extort from them. We did 
this abundantly in the last war. It has never been 
once denied-and what reason have we to imagine 
that the colonies would not have proceeded in sup
plying government as liberally, if yon had not stepped 
in and hindered them from contributing, by inter
rupting the channel in which their liberality flowed 
with 80 strong a course; by attempting to take, 
instead of being satisfied to receive? Sir William 
Temple says, that Holland has loaded itself with ten 
times the impositions which it revolted from Spain 
rather than submit to. He says true. Tyranny is 
a poor provider. It knows neither how to accumulate 
nor how to extract. . . . . . . . Could anythiug be a 
subject of more just alarm to America, than to see you 

. go out of the plain high road of finance, and give up 
your most certain revenues and your clearest interests, 
merely for the sake of insulting your colonies? No 
man ever doubted that the commodity of tea could 
bear an imposition of three-pence. But no commo· 
dity will bear three-pence, or will bear a penny, when 
the general feelings of men are irritated, and two 
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millions of people are reoolved not to pay. The 
feelings of the colODies were formerly the feeling. 
of Great Britain. Thein were formerly the feeling. 
of Mr. Hampden when called upon for the payment 
of tweuty .hillinge. Would twenty .hillinge have 
ruined Mr. Hampden'. fortune? No, but tbe pay
ment of half twenty shillinge, on the principle it was 
demanded, would have made him a olave. It ia the 
weigbt of that preamble, of which y.". are 10 fond, 
and not the weight of the duty that tbe Americana 
are unable and unwilling to bear. - Speech on 
Ameriean Ta.ration. 

But what (oay. the financier) is peace to U8 with
out money? Your plan gives U8 no revenue. No' 
But it doe&-For it aecureo to the subjeet tbe power 
of REFUSAL I the first of all revenues. Experience 
ia a cheat, and fact a liar, if thia power in the sub
jeet of proportiODing hie grant, or of not granting at 
all, has not boon found the richest mine of revenue 
ever diaoovered by the .kilI or by the fortune of IDSn. 
It does not indeed vote you t152,752: 11: 2ltha, 
nor any other paltry limited sum.-But it giTes the 
atrong box itae~ the fund, the bank, from whence 
ouly revenneo can ariae amongat a people aeruible 
of freedom: Porila huli/", area. Cannot you in 
England; cannot you at thia time of day; cannot 
you, a bonae of commons, trust to the principle 
which has raiaed 10 mighty a revenue, and accumu
lated a debt of near 140 millions in thie country? 
10 thie principle to be true in England, and !alae 
everywhere elee? 10 it not true in Ireland? Ha.e 
it not hitherto boon n.e in the colonies? Why 
.hould you presume, that, in any oountry, a body 
duly constituted for any function, will neg-lect to 
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perform its duty, and abdicate ita trust? Such a 
presumption would go against all governments in all 
modes. But, in truth, this dread of penury of supply, 
from a free assembly, has no foundation in nature. 
For first observe, that besides the desire which all 
men have n~turally of supporting the honour of ,their 
own government, that sense of dignity, and that 
security to property, which ever attend freedom, have· 
a tendency to increase the stock of the free com
munity. Most may be taken where most is accumu
lated. And what is the soil or climate where 
experience has not uniformly proved that, the volun
tary How of heaped-up plenty, bursting from the 
weight of its own rich luxuriance, has ever run with 
a more copious stream of revenue, than could be 
squeezed from the dry husks of oppressed indigence, 
by the straining of all the politic machinery in the 
world.-Speech on Conciliatilm with America. 

SIlALLNB88 IN AMOUNT OP WaONG TAXATION, NO 

SXCUSB poa IT. - They will deny that the Ame
ricans were ever "touched and grieved" with the 
taxes. If they consider nothing in taxes but their 
weight as pecuniary impositions, there might be 
some pretence for this denial. But men may he 
sorely touched and deeply gTieved in their privileges, 
88 well 88 in their purses. Men may lose little in 
property by the act which takes away all their free
dom. When a man is robbed of a trille on the' 
highway, it is not the two-pence lost that constitutes 
the capital outrage. This is not confined to pri
vileges. Even ancient indulgences withdrawn, with
out offence on the part of those who enjoyed such 
favours, operate as gTievanees.-Speech on Conciliation 
with .4merica. 
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A 'RACT1CAL P1U!PERABLB TO A TBBOBETIC VIEW 
OF AMERICAN TAXATloN.-Sir, I think you must 
perceive, that I am reaolved thi- day to have nothing 
at all to do with the question of the right of taxation. 
Some gentlemen startle-but it is true; I put it 
totally out of the question. It is leoe than nothing 
in my consideration. I do not indeed wonder, nor 
will you, air, that gentlemen of profound learning 
are fond of displaying it on this prolOuud .ubject. 
But my consideration is narrow, confined, and 
wbolly limited to the policy of the question. 1 do 
not examine, whether the giving away a man'. money 
be a power exeepted and reserved out of the general 
trust of government; and how far all mankind, in all 
form. of· polity, are entitled. to an exercioe of that 
right by the charter of nature. Or whether, on the 
contrary, a right of taxation U. nece-arily involved 
in the general priJJciple oIlegitolation, and inaeparable 
from the ordinary mpreme power. Theoe are deep 
questions, where great name. militate against each 
other; where rea80II is perplexed; and an appeal to 

authoritiea only thickem the confo.oion. For bigh 
and reverend authoritie. lift up their heade on both 
fides; and there is no mre footing in the middle. 
This point is the ureat Ser/xmian bog, i>elwLrt lJami.. 
ala IUId Mwnl Ctuiw oid, IIJhere armiu IIJhole JUl."" 
tnmIt. I do not intend to be oyerwheimed in that 
bog, though in auch respectable company. The 
queation with me is, not .. hether you have a right to 
render your people miserable; but .. hetlu. ... it ;. not 
your in_ to make them happy. It is not, .. hat • 
lawyer tella me I may do; bot .. hat humanity, reawn, 
and jnatice, tell me I ooght to do. b. politic act 
the wone Cor being. generouo one? b no COUCCll-



OP EDMUND BURKE. 81 

sion proper, but that wbich is made from your want 
of right to keep what you grant? Or does it lessen 
the grace or dignity of l't:laxing in the exercise of an 
odious claim, because ypu have your evidence-room 
full of titles, and your magazines stuffed with arms 
to enforce them? What signify all those titles, and 
all those arm.? Of what avail are they, when tbe 
reason of the thing tells me, that the assertion of my 
title is tbe 10.. of my suit i and that i could do . 
nothing but wound myself by tbe use of my own 
weapons ?-Speech on Conciliation with America. 

THE AMERICAN WAR. 

EXORDIUM OP THE 8'EECH POR CONCILIATION WITH 

AMERICA.-I felt tbe truth of what my bonourable 
friend represented; but I felt my situation too. His 
application might have been made with far greater 
propriety to many other gentlemen. No man was 
indeed ever better disposed, or worse qualified, for 
.uch an undertaking, than myself. Though I gave 
80 far into his opinion, that I inImediately threw my 
thoughts into a sort of parliamentary form, I was by 
no means equally ready to produce them. It gene
rally argues .ome degree of natural impotence of 
mind, or .ome want of knowledge of the world, to 
bazard plans of government except from a seat of 
authority. Proposition. are made, not only ineffec
tually, but somewhat dioreputably, when the minds 
of men are not properly disposed for their reception i 
and for my part, I am not ambitious of ridicule; not 
absolutely a candidate for disgrace. 

Besides, sir, to speak the plain truth, I have in 
general no very exalted opinion of the virtue of 
paper government; nor of any politics in which the 

B S 
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plan is to be wholly oeparated from the execution. 
But when I saw that anger and violence prevailed 
every day more and more; and that thinge were 
hastening towarda an incu";'ble alienation of our 
colonies; I confesa my caution gave way. I felt 
this, 88 one of those few moment. in which deeornm 
yielda to a higher duty. Public calamity is a mighty 
leveller; and there are occaaiODll when any, even the 
.lightest chance of doing good, muat be laid hold on, 
even by the mOlt incoWliderahle person. 

To restore order and repooe to an empire 80 great 
and 110 distracted 88 oun, is, merely in the attmnpt, 
an undertaking that would ennohle the flight. of the 
highest genius, and obtain pardon for the eft"ort. of 
the meanest underatanding. Struggling a good 
while with these thoughts, by df~ I felt my",,)f 
more firm. I derived, at length, some confidence 
from ... hat in other circumatancea umally prodorew 
timidity. I grew leas anUona, even from the idea of 
my own inaignificance. For, judging of .. hat you 
are, by what you ought to be, I pt"1'll1l8ded my",,)f 
that you would not n.ject a reaaonahle propooition 
becallBC it bad nothing but it. reason to recommend 
it. On the other hand, being totally destitute of all 
shadow of influence, natural or adventitioua, I "81 

"ery lure, that, if my propooition were futile or dan
gerous; if it were weakly conceived, or impropt-rly 
timed, there WIIM nothing exterior to it, of power to 
awe, dazzle, or delude you. You will Bee it juat 81 

it is; and you will treat it just aa it dl:8erVes. 
The propooirion ia peace. ~ ot peace througb the 

medium of war; not peace to be hunted through 
the labyrinth of intricate and eudletoo negotiatioua; 
not peace to ariae out of univenal ducord, fomented 
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from principle, in all parts of the empire; not peace 
to depend on the juridical determination of per
plexing questions, or the precise marking the shadowy 
boundaries of a complex government. It is simple 
peace; sought in its natural course, and in its ordi
nary haunts.-It is peace sought in the spirit of 
peace; and laid in principles purely pacific. I pro
pose, by removing the ground of the difference, and 
by restoring the fOT"TTU!1"' ttlUU8pecting confidence of 
the colonia in the mother cO'lClltry, to give perma
nent satisfaction to your people; and (far from a 
scheme of ruling by discord) to reconcile them to 
each other in the same act, and by the bond of the 
very same interest which reconciles them to British 
government. 

My idea is nothing more. Refined policy ever has 
been the parent of confusion; and ever will be so, as 
loug as the world endures. Plain good intention, 
which is as easily discovered at the first view, as fraud 
is surely detected at lnat, is, let me say, of no mean 
force in the government of mankind,. Genuine sim
plicity of beart is a healing and cementing principle. 
My plan, therefore, being formed upon the most 
simple grounds imaginable, may disappoint some 
people, when they hear it. It has nothing to recom
mend it to the pruriency of curious ears. There is 
nothing at all new and captivating in it. It has 
nothing of the splendour of the project, which has 
been lately laid upon your table by the noble lord in 
the blue riband. It does not propose to fill your 
lobby with squabbling colony agents, who will require 
the interposition of your mace, at every instant, 
to keep the peace amongst them. It does not insti
tute a magnificent Bilction of finance, whore capti-
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vated provinces come to general rallIIOm by bidding 
against each other, until yon lmock down the 
hammer, and determine a proporti(lll of psymentll 
beyond all the powen pf algebra to equalioe and 
settle. 

SUIPLICITY OP TUB PB.OPO&ED AaTleL.1 O. PEACE 

WITH .... EBlc ... -Fortunately I am not obliged for 
the ways and means or tm. mbstitute to tax my 
own unproductive inventiOll. I am not even obliged 
to go to the rich treasury or the fertile framen or 
imaginary commonwealths j and not to the r(1'ublic 
of Plato; not to the Utopia of Maitre; not to the 
Oceana or Harrington. It is before me-it is at my 
feet, and the nuJe lfWain tread. dailg em it ",-itk I,i6· 
cWuted .hocm. I only wiah yon to recognise, for the 
theory, the ancient constitutional policy or this 
kingdom with regard to repreoentation, u that 
policy has been declared in acts of parliament; aod 
88 to the practice, to return to that mode whicb 
an uniform experience has IIUIl'ked eut to you, "" 
best; and in which you walked witb security, advan
tage, and honour, until the year 1163 . . . . • 
Is tm. deocription too hot or too cold, too strong or 
too weak? Does it arrogate too much to thempreme 
legi.lature? Does it lean too much to the clailM or 
the people? If it runs into any or these errors, the 
fault ia not mine. It ia the language or your own 
ancient acts of parliament. . 

Noa _ hio _ ..... _ ~ 0fdJu0,. 

Baotieao, - oopieao. 

It ia the genuine produce of the ancient, rustic, 
manly, home-hTed __ of thiJ eountry.-I did not 
dare to rub oft' a particle of the Tenerable rust that 



OF EDMUND BURKE .. 85 

rather adorns and preserves, than destroys, the 
metal. It would be a profanation to touch with a 
tool the stones which construct the sacred altar of 
peace.-- I would not violate with modern polish the 
ingenuous and noble ronghness of these truly con
stitutional materials. Above all things, I was re
solved not to be guilty of tampering: the odious vice 
of restless and unstable minds. I put my foot in the 
tracks of our forefathers; "here I can neither wander 
nor stumble. Determining to fix articles of peace, I 
was resolved not to be wise beyond what was written; 
I waa resolved to use nothing else than the form of 
sound words; to. let others abound in their own 
sense; and carefully to abstain from all expressions 
of my own. What the law baa said, I say. In all 
things else I am silent. I have no organ but for 
her words. This, if it be not ingenious, I am sure 
is safe.-Speech on Conciliation with.J.merica. 1775. 

MISERY OP THE WAR IN BRITISH AMERICA.-This 

American war, that era of calamity, disgrace, and 
do'!"Jfall, an era which no feeling mind will ever 
mention without a tear for England.-Speech at 
Bristol previous to the Election. 1780. 

MODE OP RECONCILIATION WITH AMERICA.-I 

think I know America. If I do not, my ignorance 
is incurable, for I have spared no pains to understand 
it; and I do most solemuly aaBurC those of my con
stituents who put any sort of confidence in my 
industry and integrity, that everything that baa been 
done there haa arisen from a total misconception of 
the object; that our means of originally holding 
America, that our means of reconciling with it after 
quarrel, of recovering it after separation, of keeping 
it after victory, did depend, and must depend in 
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their aeveral stages and periods, upon a total renun
ciation of that unconditional aubmiooion, w hieh ha.o 
taken meh possession of the .minda of violent men. 
The whole of those maxims, upon which we have 
made and continned thia war, must be abandoned. 
N otbing indeed (for I would not deceive you) can 
place no in our former llitnation. That hope must 
he laid uide. Bnt there is a difference between 
bad and the wont of aD: Terms relative to the 
canoe of the war ought to be offered by the authority 
of parliament. An arrangement at home promioing 
Bome security for them ought to he made. By doing 
this, without the least impairing of our strength, we 
add to the credit of our moderation, which, in itself, 
is always strength more or leu. 

I know many have been taught to think, that 
moderation, in a case like this, is a IIOJ1; of treason ; 
and that all argumento for it are mfficient\y an
swered by railing at reheil and rebellion, and by 
charging all the present, or future mioerica, wbich 
we may suffer, on the resistance of our brethren. 
But I would wish them, in this grave matter, and 
if peace is not wholly removed from their hcarto, 
to con.rider seriously, first, that to criminate and 
recriminate never yet was the road to reconciliation, 
in any difference amongst men. In the next plare, 
it would he right to refteet, that the American English 
(whom they may ahn.oe, if they think it h"nonrahle 
to revile the absent) can, sa things now stand, 
neither be provoked at our rBI1ing, nor bettered by 
our inatrnction. All communication is cut ofT be
tween WI, hut this we know with certainty, that, 
though we cannot reclaim them, we may reform 
ouroelvea. If measures of peace are nec [ ." they 
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must begin somewhere; and a conciliatory temper 
must precede and prepare every pIan of reconcili
ation. Nor do I conceive that we suffer anything 
by thus regulating our own minda. We are not 
disarmed by being disencumbered of our passions. 
Declaiming on rebellion never added a bayonet, or a 
charge of powder, to your military force; but I am 
afraid that it has been the means of taking up many 
muskets against you.-Letter to the Sheriffs of 
Bristol. 1777. 

PEACE WITH AMERICA.-I mean to give peace. 
Peace implies reconciliation; and, where there has 
been a material .dispute, reconciliation doe. in a 
manner always imply concession on the one part or 
the other. In this state of things I make no dif
ficulty in affirming that the proposal ought to ori
ginate from us. Great and acknow \edged force is 
not impaired, either in effect or in opinion, by an 
. unwillingne.. to exert itself. The superior power 
may offer peace with honour and with safety. Such 
an offer from such a power will be attributed to .mag
nanimity. But the conceasions of the weak are the 
concessions of fear. When such a one is disarmed, 
he is wholly at the mercy of his .uperior; and he 
loses for ever that time and those chances, which, as 
they happen to all men, are the strength and 
resource. of all inferior power.-Speech on Ctmei.lia
lion with A.merica. 1775. 

THE EMBASSY TO AMEBlcA.-Instead of requiring 
it from me, as a point of duty, to kindle with your 
p8S8ion., had you all been as cool as I was, you 
would have been 8&ved from disgraces and distresses 
that are unutterable. Do you remember our com
miasion? We sent out B solemn embassy aero .. the 
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Atlantic ocean, to lay the crown, the peerage, the 
common. of Great Britain, at the feet of the Ame
rican congre... That our diagraoe might want no 
eon of brightening and bnmi.hing, observe who 
they were that composed this famous em blUl., I If y 
Lord Carlisle is among the first rank. of our nohility. 
He is the identical man who, but two years bcrore, 
had been put forward, at the opening of a oenion in 
the house of lords, as the mover of • haughty and 
rigorous addr.,.. against America. He was put in 
the front of the emb .... y of mbmi.ooion. Mr. Eden 
was taken from the office of Lord Suffolk, to .. hom 
he was then nuder secretary of state; from the office 
of that Lord Suffolk, who but a few weeki hef("C, 
in hi. place in parliament, did not deign to inquire 
where a congreoa of vagrants was to be found. Tb i. 
J.ord Suffolk sent Mr. Eden to find these vagrants, 
withont knowing where this Icing'. generals were to 
be found, who were joined in the oame &nnmiui(m 
of mpplicating those whom they were sent to mb
due. They enter the capital of America only to 
abandon it; and these aosertoro and representativeo 
of the dignity of England, at the tail of a flying 
anny, let fly their Parthian .ruift. of memorials and 
remonstrances at random behind them. Their pro
miseo and their ofI'ero, their ftatterieo and their 
1IleWIA:le8, were all despised; and we were saved from 
the diagraoe of their formal reception, only becauoe 
the congreoa ocorned to rereive them; whilst the 
_house of independent Philadelphia opened her 
dooro to the public entry of the ambaMad!orof France. 
From 11'", and blood we went to mbmiuion; and 
from IAlbmi.ooion plunged back again to war and 
blood; to deoolate and be deoolated, witbout mea-
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sure, hope, or end. I am a Royalist, I 
this degradation of the crown. I am 
blushed for the dishonour of parliament. a 
true Englishman, I felt to the quick for the disgr e 
of England. I am a man, I felt for the melancholy 
reverse of human affairs, in the fall of the first power 
in the world.-Speech at BrUtol previ0u8 to the 
Election. 1780. 
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CHAPTER III. 

INDIA. AND THE MISGOVERNMENT OF 
WARREN HASTINGS. -.... :an. ill judidum adductu !Nt CaiUJ V,"",". homo Yiea atque tut_. 

omnium jam opinil}fJe, damDatua., pe«lnbe magnitud.ioe, na • _ ,.......,. 
tioae, ab.olutOL Duic ego cau.. judica, ~UD Plmnaa ".,IQnt&te et expee-
\atione JIf1PUli Roowrl utor sc:cn.i., DOll at arJjI'eft'DI iDridiam onhott. ted 
at infiun.le communi ~ AddlUi enrm homilM!1D. iD qUoO ft\I('JJD

titian! emtnoal.iooem judicionnfl ~ redire bJ ptiaIb (:UID popqlo 
Romano, _titfacm:!o exte1'il oabonibQII ~; ~~W'rmI 1I'Jfarii, ",,:a.

torem. Alw, atIJae Pampbylie, ~ jan. a.rt.ni, labem atqllC' pe1"DJciem 
proYinc:ilt Sici.l.i&--CIC:aao Ill' V E ...... 

DIDIA. 

BBIT18B lRDU llf 1783.-With very c.. .... Bnd 
those inconoiderable intervals. the BritiAh dominion. 
eitheT in the company'. name. ar in the name. 0( 

princes ahaolutely dependent upon the company. 
eIteluu from the monntaina that aeparate I nilla {rom 
Tartary. to Cape Comorin, that is, one-and-t ... enty 
.u,greea 0( latim.re ! 

In the narthem parts it ia a oolid _ 0( land. 
about eight hundred miIea in length, and lOur ar 
five hundred broad. All you go IOnth ... ard, it become. 
nano ... er lOr a~. It aftenrarda diIatea; but. 
l1&lT01fer ar broader. you ~ the ... hole _em 
and north-eaatem ooaat 0( that nat oonntry. quite 
from the bardera 0( Pegn.-BengaJ, Bahar. and 
on..., .nth Benarea (now nnCortnnately in our 
immediate p<l88eI8ion), measure IGl.91!1 oqwu-e 
Engliah miIee; a tenitory CIIJn.oideraIlly Jarger than 
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the whole kingdom of France. Oude, with its 
dependent provinces, is 53,286 square miles, not a 
great deal less than England. The Carnatic, with 
Tanjore and the Circars, is 65,948 square miles, very 
considerably larger than England; and the whole of 
the company'a dominions, comprehending Bombay 
and Salsette, amounts to 281,412 square miles; 
which forms a territory larger than any European 
dominion, RUlIsia and Turkey excepted. Through all 
that vSBt extent of country there is not a man who 
eat. a mouthful of rice, but by permission of the 
East India Company. 

So far with regard to the extent. The population 
of this great empire is not easily to be calculated. 
When the countries, of which it is composed, came 
into our poBseooion, they were all eminently peopled, 
and eminently productivt!; though at that time con
siderably declined from their ancient prosperity. 
But, since they are come into our hands 1 --I 
However, if we make the period of our estimate 
immediately before the utter desolation of the 
Carnatic, and if we allow for the havoc which our 
government had even then made in these regions, 
we cannot, in my opinion, rate the population at 
much less than thirty millions of BOula: more than 
four times the number of person. in the Island of 
Great Britain. 

My next inquiry to that of the number, is the 
quality and description of the inhabitants. Thi. 
multitude of men does not consist of an abject 

. and barbaroUll populace; much less of gangs of 
savages, like the Guaranies and Chiquito., who 
wander on the waste borders of the river of Ama.
zons, or the Plate; but a people for ages civilised 
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and cultivated; cultivated by all the arts of poliohed 
life, whilst we were yet in the woods. There, have 
been (and still the skeletoD.l remain) princeo once 
of great dignity, authority, and opulence. There, 
are to be found the chiee.. of tribes and nation •• 
There, is to be found an ancient and venerable 
priesthood, the depository of their laWB, learning and 
their hi.tory, the guides of the people whilot living, 
and .their consolation in death; a nobility of great 
antiquity aud renown l a multitude of cities, not 
exceeded in population and trade by those of the fiM 
clasa in Europe; merchants and banker., individual 
hon.sea of whom have once vied in capital with the 
Bauk of England; whooe credit had often mp
ported a tottering state, and preserved their govern· 
menta in the midst of war and desolation; million. 
of ingenioua manufacture".-and mechanics; millioDB 
of the moot diligent, and not the \east intelligent, 
tillen of the earth. There, are to be found almost 
all the religioua profeased by men, the Braminit:a1, 
the MUMUlman, the Eaetem and the Western 
Christian. 

If I were to take the whole aggregate of our pot<

""""ioDB there, I .hoold compare it, aa the neareat 
parallel I can find, with the empire of German,.. 
Our immediate ,.-iona I .hoold compare with 
the Auotrian dominiono, and they would not luffer 
in the comparioon. The nabob of Onde might 
stand fur the king of Proaoia; the nabob of ArctJt 
I would compare, aa mperior in territory, and equal 
in revenne, to the elector of Sasony. Cheyt Sing, 
the rajah of Beuarea, might weD rank with the prince 
of Heooe, at \east; and the rajah of Tanjore (though 
hardly equal in extent of dominion, mperior in 
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revenue), to the elector of Bavaria. The Polygars 
and the northern Zemindars, and other great chiefs, 
might well class with the rest of the princes, dukes, 
counts, marquisses, and bishops in the empire; all of 
whom I mention to honour, and surely without dis
paragement to any or all of th08e most respectable 
princes and grandees. 

All this vast mass, composed of 80 many orders 
and classes of men, is again infinitely diversified by 
manners, by religion, by hereditary employment, 
throngh all their possible combinations. This ren
ders the handling of India a matter in a high degree 
critical and delicate. Bnt oh! it has been handled 
rudely indeed. Even some of the reformers seem to 
have forgot that they had anything to do but to 
regulate the tenants of a manor, or the shopkeepers 
of the next county town. 

It is an empire of this extent, of this complicated 
nature, of this dignity and importance, that I have 
compared to Germany, and the German govern
ment! not for an exact resemblance, but as a sort of 
a middle term, by which India might be approxi
mated to our nnderstandings, and if possible to our 
feelings; in order to awaken something of sympathy 
for the unfortunate natives, of which I am afraid we 
are not perfectly susceptible, whilst we look at this 
very remote object through a false and cloudy 
medium.-Speech on Mr. For. EU8t India Bill. 1783. 

CORRUPTION 0. THE BRITISH INDIAN GOVERN .. 

MENT.-That these oppressions exist, is a fact no 
more denied, than it is resented as it onght to be. 
Much eli} has been done in India under the British 
authority. What has been done to redress it? We 
arc no longer surprised at anything. We arc abOl'e 
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the unlearned and vulgar p .... ion of admiration. 
Bnt it will utonioh P08terity, when they read OUJ' 

opinions in oW' actiona, that.afteT yean of inquiry, 
we have found ont that the BOle grievance of India 
conaiated in thi8, that the oervanto of the company 
there had not profited enough of their opportnnities, 
nor drained it mfficientIy of ito treamrea; when 
they shall hear that the very lint and only important 
act of a commiosion apecia.Ily named 'by act of par
liament i.e to charge upon an undone country, in 
£avoW' of a handful of men in the hnmblest ranD o( 
the pnhlic service, the enormOll.l mm of peThap. four 
milliono of Iterling money. 

It ia difficult for the molt wi.ee and npright go
vernment to correct the abUlel of remote, delegated 
power, productive of unmeamred wealth, and pr0-

tected by the boIdneu and strength of the same iII
got riches. These abUlel, full of their own wild 
native vigOUJ', will grow and fionriah under mere 
neglect. But .... here the mpreme authority, not 
c:ontent with winking at the rapacity of its inferior 
instnunente, ia BO .hameleu and oorrnpt ... openly 
to give bonntieo and preminmo (or diaobedience to 
its la ..... , .... hen it wiI1 not trnIt to the activity of 
avarice in the pursuit of ito own gaina, when it 
oecnreII public robbery by all the careful jealouoy and 
attention with which it ought to protect property 
from mch vioIence, the commonwealth then ia 
berome totally perverted from ito JIIlllK*'II; neither 
God nor mao wiI1 long endure it; nor will it long 
endure itoeIf. In that eue, there ia an unnatural 
infection, a peatilential taiut fermenting in the con
ltitntion of oociety, .... hich (eyer and conrnleioUl of 
.nne kind or other mWlt thl'Cl'll' ott; or in which the 



OP EDMUND BURKE. 95 

vital powers, worsted in an unequal struggle, are 
pushed back upon themselves, and, by a reversal of 
their whole functions, fester to gangrene, to death; 
and, instead of what was but just now the delight 
and boast of the creation, there will be cast ont in 
the face of the sun, a bloated, pntrid, noisome car
cass, full of stench and poison, an offence, a horror, 
a lesson to the world.-Speech on the Nabob of Arcot'B 
DebtB. 1785. 

STATE OJ' TUE GOVERNMENT IN BIUT18R INDIA, 

IN 1783.-The several irruptions of Arabs, Tartars, 
and Persisns, into India were, for the greater part, 
ferocioll8, bloody, and wasteful in the extreme; our 
entrance into the dominion of that country, was, as 
generally, with .mall comparative effusion of blood; 
being introduced by various frauds and delusions, and 
by taking advantage of the incurable, blind, and 
oenseless animosity, which the several country powers 
bear towards each other, rather than by open force. 
But the difference in favour of the first conquerors is 
this; the Asiatic conquerors very soon abated of 
their ferocity, because they made the conqnered 
country their own. They rose or fell with the rise 
or fall of the territory they lived in. Fathers there 
deposited the hopeo of their posterity; and children 
there beheld the monuments of their fathers. Here 
their lot was finally cast; and it is the natural wish 
of all, that their lot should not be cast into bad land. 
Poverty, sterility, and desolation, are not a recreating 
prospect to the eye of man; and there are very few 
who can bear to grow old among the curses of a 
whole people. If their passion or their avarice drove 
the Tartar lords to acts of rapacity or tyranny, there 
waa time enough, even in the short life oC man, to 
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bring round the ill effects of an abu.oe of power upon 
the power itself. If hoards were made by viol<mce 
and tyranny, they were otill domeotic hoards; and 
domeotic profusion, or the rapine of a more powerful' 
and prodigal hand, restored them to the people. With 
many disorders, and with few political check. npon 
power, nature had otill fair play; the .ourceo of 
acquioition were not dried np; and therefore the 
trade, the manufacturea, and the commerce of the 
country flourished. Even avarice and n.oury iu.elf 
operated both for the preoervation and the emplt)y. 
ment of national wealth. The huobandman and 
manufacturer paid hea...,. intereot, but then they 
angmented the fund from whence they were again to 
borro.... Their reoonrcea were dearly bought, but 
they were mre; and the general otock of the com
munity grew by the general effort. 

Bot under the EngJil!h government all thio order 
io reversed. The Tartar invaoion 1'81 mi.!lchievouo; 
but it io our protection that deotroy. I ndia. It 1'81 

their enmity, bot it io our friendship. Our conqueot 
there, after twenty yean, io BI ernde BI it W81 the 
firot day. The nativeo ocarcely kno,.. what it is to 
_ the grey head of an Engliohman. Young men 

(boy. almoot) govern there, witbont oociety, and 
without oympathy with the native. They have no 
more oocial hahito with the people, than if they otill 
reoided in England; Dor, indeed, any opecie. of inter. 
conroe bot that which io De< E ry to making a 
sudden fortune, with a view to a remote oettlement. 
A nimpted with alI the avarice of age, and all the 
impetuoeity of youth, they roD in one after another ; 
,..att after ... ave; and there io nothing before the 
eyeo of the natiyeo but an endlea, bopcleoo proopeet 
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of new flights of birds of prey and passage, with 
appetites continually renewing for a food that is con
tinually wasting. Every rupee of profit made by an 
Englishman is lost for ever to India. With us are 
no retributory superstitions, by which a foundation 
of chmty compensates, through ages, to the poor, 
for the rapine and injustice of a day. With us no 
pride erects stately monuments which repair the 
mischiefs which pride had produced, and which adorn 
a country out of ita own spoils. England has erected 
no churches, no hospitals, no palaces, no schools; 
England has built no bridges, made no high roads, 
cut no navigations, dug out no reservoirs. Every 
other conqueror of everi other description has left 
some monument, either of state or beneficence, behind 
him. Were we to be driven out of India this day, 
nothing would remain to tell that it had been pos
sessed, during the inglorious period of our dominion, 
by anything better than the ourang-outang or the 
tiger. 

There is nothing in the boys we send to India 
worse than in the boys whom we are whipping at 
school, or that we see trailing a pike, or bending over 
a desk at home. But as English youth in India 
drink the intoxicating draught of authority and 
dominion before their heads are able to bear it, and 
as they are full grown in fortune long before they 
are ripe in principle, neither nature nor reason have 
any opportunity to exert themselves for remedy o( 
the excesses of their premature power. The conse
quences of their conduct, which in good minds (and 
many of theirs are probably such) might produce 
penitence or amendment, are nnable to pursue the 
rapidity of their flight. Their prey is lodged ill 

p 
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England; and the cries of India are given to oe .. 
and winds, to he hlown ahont, in every breaking up 
of the monsoon, over a remote and unllearing ocean. 
In India all the vices operate hy which eudden for. 
tnne ia acquired; in En gland are often di.played by 
the same penon., the virtues which di.petue lIeredi. 
tary wealth. Arrived in England, the deotrOYL'TI of 
the nobility aud gentry of a whole kingdom will find 
the heAt company in this DAtion, at a hoard of 
elegance and hospitality. Here the manufacturer 
and hllJlhandman will hleu the just and ponctual 
hand that in India has tom the cloth from the loom, 
or 1fl'eSted the IJC8Dty portion of rice Bod OBit from 
the peasant of Bengal, or 1V1'l1Ilg from him the very 
opinm in which he forgot bia oppretllliODB Bnd bia 
oppreaoor. They marry into your families; tbey 
enter into your oeoate; they _ your ooateo by 
IOBDI ; they nWe tbeir -.alue by demand; they cheruh 
and protect your relatioo. which lie bea'), on y"ur 
patronage; and there ia ocarcely B house in tbe king. 
dom that does not feel some concern and intere.t, 
that makes all reform of our eaotero government 
appear officioul and di.gooting; Bnd, on the .. bole, a 
moot diaconraging attempt. In InCb an attempt 
you hurt tbose who are able to return kindneoo, or 
to Te8eIlt injury. If yon mC«ed, yoo OBve tboee 
.. ho cannot so much .. giye yon tbanb. All these 
tbingo .hew the difficulty of the work we bne on 
hand; but tbey .hew ita DeU:8lity too. Our Indian 
goreroment ia in ita beat state a grievanee. It u. 
net: " that tbe COli ecti> ea should be unrommonly 
flgorouo; and tbe work of men, ..... guine, WanD, and 
eYen impaoaiooed in the eallle. But it ia an enlu.,... 
thing to plead aga.imt atnue. of a pcnrer .. hicb ori. 
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-ginates from your own country, and affects those 
whom we are used to consider as &trangers.-Speeck 
on Mr. Foala Erut India BiU. 1783. 

THE CAaNATlC AND HYDEa ALl.-Among the 
victims to this magnificent plan of universal plunder, 
worthy of the heroic avarice of the projectors, you 
have all heard (and he has made himself to be well 
remembered) of an Indian chief called Hyder Ali 
Khan. This man possessed the western, as the com
pany under the name of the nabob of Arcot does the 
eastern, division of the Carnatic. It was among the 
leading measures in the design of this cabal, (ac
cording to their own emphatic language,) to e:zJtirpate 
this Hyder Ali. They declared the nabob of Arcot 
to be his sovereign, and himself to be a rebel, and 
publicly invested their instrunrent with the sove
reignty of the kingdom of Mysore. But their victim 
was not of the passive kind. They were soon obliged 
to conclude a treaty of peace and close alliance with 
this rebel, at the gates of Madras. Both before and 
.ince this treaty, every principle of policy pointed 
out this power as a natural alliance; and on hie 
part, it was courted by every IOrt of amicable office. 
But the cabinet council of English creditonwould 
not ouJfer their nabob of ..'\rcot to sign the treaty, 
nor even to give to a prince, at least hie equal, the 
ordinary titles of respect and courtesy. * From that . 
time forward, a continued plot was carried on within 
the divan, black and white, of the nabob of Arcot, 
for the destruction of Hyder Ali. A. to the out
ward memben of the double, or rather treble, govern
meut of Madras, which had signed the treaty, they 

• 1.0 ..... rrom lb. presidency aI M8draa to the ....... r Direoto,.., 
:rrobJ."..,1769. 
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were alway. prevented by IIOme overruling influence 
(which they do not deocribe, but which c~nnot be 
misunderstood) from perfol'll!ing what jlllltice aDd 
interest combined 80 evidently to enforce. 

When at length Hyder Ali found tb"t he bad tf) 
do with men who either would .ign no convention, 
or whom no treaty and no signature could bind, 
and who were the determined enemies of buman 
intercourse itself, he decreed to make the conntry 
po88eB8ed by these incorrigible and predooinated 
criminals a memorable example to mankind. He 
resolved, in the gloomy receaoeo of a mind capacioua 
of ouch things, to leave the wbole Carnatic an ever
laoting monument of vengeance, and to put perpetual 
desolation 88 a barrier between him and tbose againot 
whom the faith which holds the moral elements of 
the world together 11'88 no protection. He beeame 
at length 110 confident of his force, 10 collected in hi. 
might, that he made no oeeret whatsoever of bi. 
dreadful resolution. Having terminated his disputes 
with every enemy, and every rival, who buried tbeir 
mntual animosities in their common detestation 
agaiDlt the erediton of the nabob of Areat, he drew 
from every quarter whatever a IBvage ferocity oouJd 
add to his new rudimentl in the arts of dOOmction; 
and compounding all the materialo of fury, ha"ve, 
and deoolation, into one black cloud, he hnng for a 
while on the decliritiea of the mountain.. Whillt 
the authori of all these erilI were idly and stupidly 
gazing on this menacing meteor, which blackened all 
their horiwn, it mddeu1y burot, and poured down 
the whole of ito contents npon the plain. of the Car
natic~Then enmed a lCe1le of woe, the like of 
which no eye had Ieen, no heart conceived, and 
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which no tongue can adequately tell. All the hor
rors of war before known or heard of, were mercy to 
that new havoc. A storm of universal fire blasted 
every field, consumed every house, destroyed every 
temple. The miserable inhabitants flying from their 
flaming villages, in part were slaughtered; others, 
without regard to sex, to age, to the respect of rank, 
or sacredness of function, fathers torn from children, 
husbands from wives, enveloped in a whirlwind of 
eRvalry,and amidst the goading spears of drivers, 
and the trampling of pursuing horses, were swept 
into captivity, in an unknown and hostile land. 
Those who were able to evade this tempest, fled to 
the walled cities. But escaping from fire, sword, and 
exile, they fell into the jaw. of famine. 

The alms of the settlement, in this dreadful exi
gency, were certainly liberal: and all was done by 
charity that private charity could do; but it was a 
people in beggary; it was a nation which stretched 
out its hands for food. For months together these 
creatures of sufferance, whose very excess and luxury 
in their most plenteous days had fallen short of the 
allowance of our austerest fasts, silent, patient, 
resigued, without sedition or disturbanee, almost 
witht)ut complaint, perished by an hundred a day in 
the streets of Madras; every day seventy at least 
laid their bodies in the streets, or on the glacis of 
Tanjore, and expired of famine in the granary of 
India. I was going to awake your justice toward. 
this unhappy part of our fellow citizens, by bringing 
before you BOme of the circumstances of this plague 
of hunger. Of all the calamities which beset and 
waylay the life of man, this comes the nearest to our 
heart, BUd is that wherein the proudest of us all feels 
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himself to be nothing more than he io: but I find 
myself unable to manage it with dCCOl'llm; th""" 
details are of a species of hprror 00 nausCOl1l and 
disgusting; tbey are 00 degrading to" the aulI'eren 
and to the hearel'll; they are 00 hwniliating to 
hnman nature itself, that, on better thought., 1 
find it more advisable to throw a paD over thio 
hideom object, and to leave it to your general con
ceptions. 

For eighteen months, without intermiosion, this 
destructiou raged from the gates of Madral to the 
gates of Tanjore; and 00 eomplL-wly did the.e 
mastel'll in their art, Hyder Ali, and his more fero
ciou8 son, absolve themselves of their impioUJI V()1V, 

that when the British armies traversed, as they did, 
the Carnatie for hundred. of miles in all direetioua, 
through the whole line of their march they did not 
.ee one man, not one woman, not one child, not one 
four-footed beast of any descriptiou .. barel·er. One 
dead, uniform .ilence reigned over the .. bole ref,';ou. 
With the inconsiderable exceptioua of the narrow 
vicinage of oome few forto, I rih to be undentood 
as speaking literally;-I mean to produce to you 
more than three witnC88C1, ab<ro'e all exception, .. ho 
will support tm.. &IIIel'tion iu ito full extent. That 
hurricane of war pasoed through every part of the 
central provinces of the Carnat;". Six or oeven di .. 
tricts to the north and to the lOuth (and the.e not 
wholly untouched) escaped the general ravage. 

The Carnatie io a country not much inferior in 
extent to England. Figure to yOUI'IIC1f, lIr. Speaker, 
the land in .. bOlle rep""",ntative chair you lit; figure 
to younelf the farm and fashion of your .... eel and 
cheerful country from Thames to Trent, north and 
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Bouth, and from the Irish to the German sea, east 
and west, emptied and embowelled (may God avert 
the omen of our crimes I) by so 8(lC()mplished a deso
lation. . Extend your imagination a little further, 
and then Buppose your ministers taking a survey of 
this scene of waste and desolation: what would be 
your thoughts if you should be informed that they 
were oomputing how much had been the amount of 
the excises, how much the customs, how much the 
land and malt tax, in order that they should charge 
(take it in the most favourable light) for public 
service, upon the relics of the satiated vengeance of 
relentless enemies, the whole of what England had 
yielded in the most exuberant seasons of peace and 
abundance? What would you call it? To call it 
tyranny sublimed into madness, would be too faint 
an image; yet this very madness is the principle 
upon which the miniaters at your right hand have 
proceeded in their estimate of the -revenues of the 
Carnatic, when they were providing, not supply for 
the establishments of its protection, but, rewards for 
the authors of its ruin. 

Every day you are fatigued and disgusted with 
thia cant, "the Carnatic is a country that will soon 
recover, 8lld become instantly as prosperous as ever." 
They think they are talking to innocents, who will 
believe that, by sowing of ,dragons' teetb, men may 
come up ready grown and ready armed. They who 
will give themselves the trouble of considering (for 
it requires no great reach of thought, no very pro
found knowledge) the manner in which mankind 
are encreaoed, and countries cultivated, will regard 
all this raving as it ought to be regarded. In order 
that tbe people, after B long period of vexation and 
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plunder, may be in a condition to maintain govern
ment, government mu.t begin by maintaining them. 
Here the road to economy lies not through reedpt, 
bnt tbrough expence; and In that conntry nature 
h88 given no .hort cut to your object. Men mu.t 
propagate, like other animals, hy the mouth. Never 
did oppre .. ion light the nuptial toreh; never did 
extortion and noory spread out the genial bcd. Doell 
anyone of you think that England, 80_ waoted, would, 
under ouch a uoraing attendance, 80 rapidly and 
cheaply recover? But he iA meanly acquainted .nth 
either England or India, who doell not know that 
Englaud would a thouaand times BOOner retJDme 
population, fertility, and what ought. to he the ulti
mate secretion from both, revenue, than ouch a 
country 88 the Caruatie. 

The Carnatic Uo not by the bounty of nature a 
fertile 8Oil. The general me of ito cattle iA proof 
enough that it Uo much othcrwUoe. It iA lIOIIle day. 
since I moved, that a curiona and interesting map, 
kept in the India Houae, .hould he laid before you.'" 
The India House Uo not yet in .... din_ to oend it; 
I have therefore brought down my own ropy, and 
there it lies for the use of any gentleman who may 
think ouch a matter worthy of hiA attention. It u. 
indeed a nohle map, and of noble things; but it i. 
decisive against the golden dreams and oanguine 
opecu1atioua of avarice run mad. In addition to 
what you know moat he the cue in every part of the 
world, (the neceaoity of a previoua prorioion of habita
tion, oeed, stock, capital,) that map will .how you, 
that the _ of the inlluenees of Heaven itself are 
in that country a ... ork of art. The Caruatic J • 

• Mr._'. _ '" doe .J.pire. 
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refreshed by few or no living brooks or running 
streams, and it has rain only at a season; but its 
product of ride exacts the use of water subject to 
perpetual command. This is the .national bank of 
the Camatic, on which it must have a perpetual 
credit, or it perishes irretrievably. For that reason, 
in the happier times of India, a number, almost 
incredible, of reservoirs have been made in chosen 
places throughout the whole country; they are 
formed for the greater part of mounds of earth and 
stones, with sluices of solid masonry; the whole 
constructed with admirable skill and labour, and 
maintained at a inighty charge. In the territory 
contained in that map alone, I have been at the 
trouble of reckoning the reservoirs, and they amount 
to upwards of eleven hundred, from the extent of two 
or three acres to five miles in circuit. From these 
reservoirs, currents are occasionally drawn over the 
fields, and these watercourses again call for a consi
derable expense to keep them properly Bcoured and 
duly levelled. Taking the district in that map as a 
measure, there cannot be in the Carnatic and Tan
jore fewer than ten thousand of these reservoirs of 
the larger and middliog dimensions, to say nothing 
of those for domestic services, and the uses of reli
gious purification. These are not the enterprises of 
your power, nor in a style of maguificence suited to 
the taste of your minister. These are the monuments 
of real kings, who were the fathers of their people; 
testators to a posterity which they embraced as their 
own. These are the grand sepulchres built by ambi
tion; but by the ambition of an insatiable benevo
lence, which, not contented with reigning in the 
dispensation of happiness during the contracted term 

F 3 
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of hnmllD life, had strained, with all the reachingl 
and gra.opinga of a vivacious mind, to extend the 
dominion of their bounty beyand the limit. of nature, 
and to perpetuate. themselves through generation. of 
generations, the gnardiana, the protecton, the nour· 
ishers of mankind. 

Long before the late invasion, the persous "ho are 
objecta of the grant of public money no" before you, 
had 80 diverted the oupply of the piou. fundi of cul. 
ture and population, that everywhere the reoervoi". 
were Callen into a miserable decay. But after tbose 
domestic enemies had provoked the entry of a cruel 
foreign foe into the country, he did not leave it, ontil 
his revenge had completed the destructiou begun by 
their avarice. Few, very lew indeed, of these maga
zines of water that are not either totally destroyed, 
or cut through with ouch gaps, as to require a aerioua 
attention and much cost to re-ertabfuh them, as the 
meana of present oubsiotence to the people, and of 
future revenue to the state. 

What, air, would a virtuous and enlightened 
ministry do on the view of the roina of such worlu 
before them? On the view of such a chasm of dcoo
lation .. that which yawned in the midJt of tbose 
conntries to the north and south, ... hich lJtill bore 
aome vestigeo of cultivation? They would have 
red1Wed all their _ neceaouy estabfuhment.; 
they ... ouId haTe IlUpeDded the justest payment.; 
they .. ould have employed every lhilling derived 
from the producing, to reanimate the powers of the 
nnproductive parts. Wnile thL-y were performing 
this fundamental duty, whiliot they were celebrating 
these myoteriea of justice and Il111nanity, they .. ould 
have told the corpe of fietitiona crediton, ... hose 
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crimes were their claims, that they must keep aD 
awful distance; that they must silence their inaus
picious tongues; that they must hold oft' their pro
fane, unhallowed paws from this holy work; they 
would have proclaimed with a voice that should make 
itself heard, that on every country the first creditor 
is the plough; that this original, indefeasible claim 
supersedes every other demand. 

This is what a wise and virtUous ministry would 
have done and said. This, therefore, is what our 
minister could never think of saying or doing. A 
ministry of another kind would have first improved 
the country, and' have thus laid a solid foundation 
for future opulence and future force. But on this 
grand point of the restoration of the country, there 
is not one syllable to be found in the correspondence 
of our ministers, from the first to the last; they felt 
nothing for a land desolated by fire, sword, and 
famine; their sympathies took another direction; 
they were touched with pity for bribery, so long tor
mented with a fruitless itching of its palms; their 
bowels yearned for usury, that had long missed the 
harvest of its returning months; * they felt for pecu
lation, which had been for so many years raking in 
the dust of an empty treasury; they were melted 
into compassion for rapine and. oppression, licking 
their dry, parched, unbloody jaws. These were the 
objects of their solicitude. These were the necessi
ties for which they were studious to provide.-Speech 
0 .. the Nabob of Arcofa debta. 1785. 

THE PROPER MOD8 OP CONDUCTING THB GOVERN .. 

HIINT IN INDlA.-The British government in India 
being a subordinate IlII1d delegated power, it ought to 

• Interest ia rated iD luWA by the month. 
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be co1l8idered as a fundamental principle in meh a 
system, that it is to be preserved in the strictcot 
obedience to the government at home. Administra
tion in India, at an immeme distance from the seat 
of the anpreme authority; intrmted with the most 
extensive powers; liable to the greatest temptati{m.; 
poaae88ing the amplest mean. of abnae; ruling over 
a people guarded by no diatinct or well...cenained 
privileges, whose language, manners, aDd rarlieal pre
judices render not only redreaa, but all complaint on 
their part, a matter of extreme diflicuJty; anch an 
adminiatration, it is evident, never ean be made anb
oervient to the interests of Great Britain, or even 
tolerable to the nativea, b .. t by the otricteat rigour in 
exacting obedience to the commands of the authority 
lawfully set over it.-Repurt 0/ a Commiltet! on the 
Affa .... 0/ India.· 1783. 

THE DEBT TO TBIt NABOB o. AUOT. - But my 
principal objection Iiee • good deal deq>er. That 
debt to the company is the pretext and«- which aU 
the other debt. lurk and cover tbemaelvea. That 
debt forma the foul, putrid mUCUI, Dr which are en
gendered the whole brood of creeping ucaridea, all 
the endleas involutiona, the eteroal knot, added to a 
knot of those inexpugnahle tape-WOl'lJlll, wbich devour 
the nntriment, and eat up the howe" of India. It 
is neceaoary, Bir, yon .honld recollect two thing.: 
Fust, that the nabob'. debt to the company cameo 
no interest. ,In the next place yon will ohoerve, that 
whenever the,company baa oceaoion to borrow, .he 
baa a1waf. commanded whateveT .be thonght fit at 
eight per cent. tarryinr in yom mind theae two 
facto, attend to the pJ'OC8lll witk regard to the public 
and private debt, and with what little appearance of 
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decency they play into each other's hands a game of 
utter perdition to the unhappy natives of India. The 
nabob falls into an arrear to the company. The 
presidency presses for payment. The nabob's answer 
is, I have no money. Good. But there are soucars 
who will supply you on the mortgage of your territo
ries. 'l'hen steps forward some Paul Benfield, and, 
from his grateful complll!sion to the nabob, and his 
filial regard to the company, he urilocks the trelll!ures 
of his virtuous industry; and, for a consideration of 
twenty-four or thirty-six per cent. on a mortgage of 
the territorial revenue, becomes security to the com. 
pany for the nabob's arrear. 

All this intermediate nsury thns becomes sanc
tified by the ultimate view to the company'. pay-
ment ..... . 

In consequence of this double game, all the terri
torial revenues have, at one time or other, been 
covered by those locusts, the English BOUcars. Not 
one .ingle foot of the Carnatic hill! escaped them; a 
territory Ill! large Ill! England. During these opera
tions, what a scene hill! that country presented I The 
usurious European IIl!signee supersedes the nabob's 
native farmer of the revenue; the farmer flies to the 
nabob's presence to clai.Jp his bargain; whilst his 
servants munnur for wages, and his soldiers mutiny 
for pay. The mortgage to the European IU!signee i. 
then resumed, and the native farmer replaced; 
replaced, again to be removed on the new clamour of . 
the European assignee. Every man of rank and 
landed fortune being long since extinguished, the 
remaining miserable last cu1tlvator, who grows to the 
soil, after having his hack scored by the farmer, hill! 
it again lIayed by the whip of the IU!signee, and is 



110 THB Wl8DOM ,lifO GEIfIU. 

thus by a ravenous, because a Ihort-lived, eucceuion 
of claimants, lashed trom OJlP1'eooor to opprcalOr, 
whilst a single drop of blood'iA left as the mean. of 
extorting a Bingle grain of COI'II. Do not think I 
paint. Far, very Car, trom it i I do not reach the 
fact, nor approach to it. Men of respectable condi
tion, men equal to your onbotantial English yeomen, 
are daily tied up and IICOUl"ged to answer the multi
plied demands of various contending and cont ...... 
dietary titles, all iaoning from one and the same 
lOurce. Tyrannous exaction bring!! on oervile con
cealment i and that again eaIIs forth tyrannous 
coercion. They move in a circle, mutnaIly producing 
and produced i till at length nothing of humanity io 
left in the government, no trace of integrity, opirit, 
or manlineso, in the people, who drag out a precBl'iou. 
and degraded existence under thio oyatem of outrage 
upon human nature. Such io the effect of the eota
blishment of a debt to the company, .. it hao hitherto 
been managed, and .. it ever will remain, nntil ideas 
ue adopted totally different &om thooe which prevail 
at thio time.-Spuck on tile Nabob uf Arrot'. debt •. 
1785. 

TIll! CHARGES AGAINST 'II' AaREll HA.STISGS. 

EIOBDJt"1f O. THE lPEECH AGAllI'll? w .. aa£Jt 
BllTIIfGB.-:My lords, otrongly impreooed .. they ue 
with these sentiments, the eommono have conducted 
them..,lveo with oingular care and caution. Without 
loaing the opirit and ECBl of a public prooerntion, they 
have comported themselves with ouch moderation, 
temper, and decorum, BO·· .. ould not have ill become 
the final judgment, if with them mrt.cd the final 
judgment, of thio great canoe. 



OJ' EDMUND BURK.E. III -With very few intermissions, the affairs oflndia have 
.. constantly engaged the attention of the commons 
for more than fonrteen years. We may safely affirm, 
we have tried every mode of legislative provision, 
before we had recourse to anything of penal process. 
It was in the year 1774 we framed an act of parlia
ment for remedy to the then existing cfuorders in 
India, such as the then information before us enabled 
118 to enact. Finding, that the act of parliament did 
not answer all the ends, that were expected from it, 
we had, in the year 1782, recourse to a body of 
monitory resolutions. Neither had we the expected 
frnit from them. When, therefore, we found that 
our inqniries and our reports, our laws and our 
admonitions, were alike despised; that enormities 
increased in proportion as they were forbidden, de. 
tected, and exposed; when we found that guilt stalked 
with an erect imd upright front, and that legal au
thority seemed to skulk and hide its head like out. 
lawed guilt; when we found that some of those very 
persons, who were appointed by parliament to assert 
the authority of the laW! of this kingdom, were the 
moat forward, the most bold, and the most active, in 
the conspiracy for their destruction; then it was time 
for thc justice of the nation to recollect itself. To 
have forborne longer would not have been patience, 
but collusion; it would have been participation with 
guilt; it would have been to make ourselves accom. 
plices with the criminal. 

We found it was impossible to evade painful duty, 
without betraying a Baered· trust. Having, there· 
fore, resolved upon the last and only resource, a 
penal proBeeution, it was our next business to act in 
a manner worthy of our long deliberation. In all 
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points we proceeded with selection. . We haNe chOllcn 
(we tru8t it will 80 appear to your lordships) oueh a 
erime, and such a criminal; and luch a body of 
evidence, and such a Ipode of proce8II, 88 woul<1 have 
recommended this course of jUltice to pooterity, even 
if it had not been supported by any example in the 
practice of our forefathers. 

First, to speak of the proceu: we. are to inform 
your lordships, that, besidee that long previouo delibe
ration of fourteen years, we examined, 88 a preliminary 
to this proceeding, every circumstance which could 
prove favourable to partiee apparently delinquent, 
before we fina1ly reeolved to prooecute. There 11''' 
no precedent to be found, in the J' ourna1o, favourable 
to per!IOlUI in Mr. Hastings'l cirCUJll8tancee, that 11'81 

not applied to. Many measurea utterly unknown to 
furmer parliamentary proceedings, and which, indeed, 
oeemed in IODIe degree to enfeeble thelll, but which 
were all to the advantage of those, that were to be 
proaecnted, were adopted, for the lint time, upon 
thio occaoion. In an early otsge of the proceeding, 
the criminal desired to be heard. He 10'81 heard; 
and he produced before the bar of the holllC that 
inao1ent and unbecoming paper, which Iiee upon our 
table. It 10'88 deliberately given in by hio own hand, 
and signed with hio own name. The commODl, how
ever, passed by everything oIfensiye in that paper, 
rih a magnanimity that became them. They con
sidered nothing in it but the facts that the defendant 
alleged, and the principleo he maintained; and after 
a deliberation, not .bort of jndiciaI, we proceeded 
with confidence to your bar. 

So far &I to the proce8I; 1I'hicb, though I men. 
tioned last in the line and order, in which I atated 
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the objects of our selection, I thought it best to dis. 
paklh first. 

As to the crime, which we chose, we first con. 
sidered well what it was in its nature, under all the' 
circumstances which attende<l. it. We weighed it 
with all its extenuations, and with all its aggrava
tions. On that review we are warranted to assert; 
that the crimes with which we charge the prisoner at 
the bar are substantial crimes l that they are no 
errors or mistakes, such as wise and good men might 
possibly fall into l which may even produce very per. 
nicious effects, without being in fact great offences. 
The commons are too libera,l, not to allow for the 
difficalties of a great and arduous public situation. 
They kIlow too well the domineering necessities, 
which frequently occur in all great affairs. They 
know the exigency of a pressing occasion, which, in 
its precipitate career, bears everything down before 
it, which does not give time to the mind to recollect 
its faculties, to reinforce its reason, and to have 
recourse to fixed principles, but, by compelling an 
instant and tumultuous decision, too often obliges 
men to decide in a manner that calm judgment 
would certainly have rejected. We know, as we are 
to be served by men, that the persons who serve us 
must be tried as men, and with a very large allow
ance indeed to human infirmity and human error. 
This, my lords, we knew, and we weighed, before we 
came before you. But the crimes which we charge 
in these articles, are not lapses, defects, errors, 
of common human frailty, which, as we know and 
feel, we can allow for. We charge this offender with 
no crime. that bave not arisen from passions which it 
is criminal to harbour l with no offences that have 
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not their root in avarice, rapacity, pride, iruolence, 
ferocity, treachery, cruelty, malignity of temper l in 
Ihort, in nothing that doea n~ argue a total extinc
tion of all moral principle l that doea not manifeot aD 
inveterate blackneaa of heart, dyed in grain witb 
malice, vitiated, corrupted, gangrened to the very 
eore. If we do not plant hia crimea in those vieee, 
which the breaat of man ill made to abhor, and the 
apmt of all Iawl, human and divine, to interdict, we 
desire no longer to be heard upon thia occaoion. Let 
everything that can he pleaded on the ground of 
aurpriae or error, upon those grounda be pleaded wit h 
auecesa: we give up the whole of those predicamL'IIta. 
We urge no crimea that were not crimea of fore
thought. We charge him with nothing that he did 
not commit upon deliberation l that he did not com
mit against advice, aupplication, and remonstrance l 
that he did not commit against the direct command 
of lawful authority l that he did not commit after 
reproof and reprimand, the reproof and reprimand of 
those who are authorised by the Ia .... to reprove and 
reprimand him. The crimea of llr. Hastings are 
crimea not only in themselves, but aggravated by 
being crimea of contumacy. They were crimea not 
against forIllA, but against thoae etemallawl of juatiee 
which are our rnle and our hirthright. Hit olf"encea 
are not, in fonnal, technical language, bnt in reality, 
in aubotance and eifect, lUg" crimes and high mia
demeanonn. 

So far .. to the crimes. AA to the criminaI, we 
have chosen him on the oame principle, on which we 
aelected the crimea. We have not ehoaen to bring 
before yOll a poor, puny, trembling delinquent,.mis
led, perhapo, by thoee who ought to ha~e taught him 
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better, but who have afterwards oppressed him by 
their power, as they had first corrupted him by their 
example. Instances there have been many, wherein 
the punishment of minor offences, in inferior persons, 
has been made the means of screening crimes of au 
high order, and in men of high description. Our 
course is different. We have not brought before yo'! 
an obscure offender, who, when his insignificance aii'd' 
weakness are weighed against the power of the pro
secution, gives even to public justice something of 
the appearance of oppression; no, my lords, we have 
brought before you the first man of India, in rank, 
authority, and station. We have brought before you 
the chief of the tribe, the head of the whole body of 
eastern offenders; a captain-general of iniquity; 
under whom all the fraud, all the peculation, all the 
tyranny in India, are embodied, disciplined, arrayed, 
and paid. This is the person, my lords, that we 
bring before you. We have brought before you 8uch 
a person, that, if you 8trike ¢ him with the finn and -decided arm of justice, you will not have need of a 
great many more examples. You strike at the whole 
corps, if you strike at the head. 

So far as to the crime: 80 far as to the criminal: 
Now, my lords, I shall say a few words relative to 
the evidence, which we have brought to support Buch 
a charge, and which ought to be equal in weight to 
the charge itself. It is chiefly evidence of record, 
officially 8igned by the criminal himself in many in
stances. We have brought before you his own letters, 
authenticated by his own hand. On these we chiefly 
rely. But we shall likewise bring before you living 
witnesses, competent to speak to the points, to which 
they are brought. 
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When you consider the late enormous power 0( 

the prisoner; when you consider his criminal, inde
fatigable B88iduity in the dcstrnction of all recorded 
evidence i when you consider· the influence he Iuuo 
over almost all living testimony; when you considLT 
the distance of the ocene 0( action; I believe your 
lordships, and I believe the world, will he IIIItonishcd, 
that 10 much, 10 clear, 10 IOlid, and 10 conclusive 
evidence 0( all kinds haa been obtained against him. 
I have no doubt, that in nine instances in ten, the 
evidence is such 88 would oatisfy the narrow pre
cision supposed to prevail, and to a degree rightly to 
prevail, in all subordinate power and delegated jurio
diction. Bnt your lord.hipo will maintain, what we 
aoaert and claim aa the right of the oubjcets of Great 
Britain-that you are not bound by any mIca of 
evidence, or any other rnlcs whatever, except thooe of 
natural, immutable,· and substantial justice. God 
forbid the commons should desire, that anything 
should be received 88 proof from them, .... hich is not 
by nature adapted to prove the thing in question. 
If they should make such a request, they .... ould aim 
at overturning the very principles 0( that justice, to 
which they resort. They .... ould give the nati(m an 
evil example, that would rebound back on themsel."", 
and bring dcstrnetion npon their own heads, and on 
thooe of all their posterity. 

On the other hand, I have too much confuk'llCe in 
the learning, with which yon will be advised, and the 
liberality and nobleneaa of the sentiments, with which 
yon are born, to awpect that yon .... ould, by any 
abuse of the forma, and a technical ooune of pro
....roing, deny justice to au great a part of the worW, 
that clainuo it at your hands. Your lord.hipo alway. 
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had an ample power, a:ad almost unlimited jurisdic
tion; you have now a boundless object. It is not 
from this district, or from that parish, not from this 
city, or the other province, that relief is now applied 
for: exiled and nndone princes, extensive tribes, 
suffering nations, infinite descriptions of men, dif
ferent in language, in manners, and in rites--men, 
separated by every barrier of nature from you, by the 
providence of God are blended in one common cause, 
and are now become suppliants at your bar. For 
the honour of this nation, in vindication of this mys
terious providence, let it be known, that no rule 
formed upon municipal maxims (if any such rule 
exists) will prevent the course of that imperial justice, 
which you owe to the people, that call to you from 
aU parts of a great disjointed world. For, situated 
as this kingdom is, an object, thank God, of envy to 
the rest of nations; its conduct in that high and 
elevated situation will undoubtedly be scrutinized 
with a severity as great as its power is invidious. 

CauELTIES OP DEBI sING.-Debi Sing and his 
instruments suspected, and in a few cases they 8U8-

pected justly, that the country people had purloined 
from their own estates, and had hidden in secret 
places in the circumjacent deserts, some small reserve 
of their own grain to maintain themselves during 
the unproductive months of th8 year, and to leave 
some hope for a future season. But the under 
tyrants knew, that the demands of Mr. Hastings 
would admit no plea for delay, much less for sub
traction of his bribe, and that he would not abate a 
shilling of it to the wants of the whole human race. 
These hoards, real or supposed, not being discovered 
by menaces and impriSonment, they fell upon the 
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last resource, the naked bodies of the people. And 
here, my lords, began snch a scene of cruelties and 
tortures, as I believe no history has ever presented 
to the indi,,"llRtion of the world; such a. I am sure, 
in the most barbarous ages, no politic tyranny, no 
funntie persecution has ever yet exceeded. ~fr. 
Paterson, the commissioner appointed to inquire into 
the state of the country, makes his own apology and 
mine for opening this scene of horrors to yon in the 
following words: "That the punishments, inflicted 
npon the Ryott. bod. of Rlmgpore and Dinagepore 
for non-payment, were in many instances of such a 
nature, that I would ratber wish to draw a veil over 
them than shock your feelings by the detail. But 
that, however disagreeable the task IDay be to myself, 
it is absolutely necessary for the sake of justice, 
hUID8Jlity, and the honour of government, that they 
should be exposed, to be prevented in future." 

My lords, they began by winding cords round 
the fingers of the unhappy freeholders of those 
provinces, nntil they clung to and were abuost in
corporated with one another; and then they ham
mered wedge. of iron between them, until, regard
Icss of the cries of the sufferers they had bruised to 
pieces and for ever crippled those POOl', hone,t, in
nocent, laborious hands, whieh had nevcr heen raised 
to their mGuths, bnt with a penurious and scanty 
proportion of the fruits of their own .oil; but those 
fruits (denied to the want. of their own clrildren) 
have for more than fifteen years past furni,hed the 
investment for our trade with China, and been sent 
annually . out, and witbout recompense, to purchase 
for ns that delicate IDoal, with which your lordships, 
8Jld all this auditory, and all this country, have begun 
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every day for these fifteen years, at their expense. 
To those beneficent hands, that labour for our benefit, 
the return of the British government has been cords, 
and hammers, and wedges. 'But there is a place 
where these crippled and disabled hands will act with 
resistless power. What is it, that they will not pull 
down, when they are lifted to heaven against their 
oppressors? Then what can withstand such hands? 
Can the power, that crushed and destroyed them? 
Powerful in prayer, let us at least deprecate, and thus, 
endeavour to secure ourselves from, the vengeance 
which these mashed and disabled hands may pull 
down upon us. My lords, it is an awful considera
tion. Let us think of it. 

But to pursue this melancholy but necessary 
detail. I am next to open to your lordships, what I 
am hereafter to prove, that the most substantial and 
leading yeomen, the responsible farmers, the parochial 

, magistrates, and chiefs of village., were tied two and 
two by the legs together; and their tormentors, 
throwing them with their heads downwards over a 
bar, beat them on the soles of the feet with ratans, 
until the nails fell from the toes; and then attacking 
them at their heads, as they hung downward, as 
before at their feet, they beat them with stick. and 
other instruments of blind fury, until the blood 
gushed out at their eyes, mouths, and noses. 

Not thinking that the ordinary whips and cudgels, 
even 80 administered, were orufficient, to others (and 
often also to the same, who had sulfered as I have 
.tated) they applied, instead of ratan and bamboo, 
"hips made of the branches of the Bale-tree; a tree 
full of .harp and strong thorn., which tear the skin 
and lacerate the lIeoh far worse thanordinary ocourges. 
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For othen, exploring with a searching Bod inquisi
tive malice, stimulated by an insatiate rapacity, all 
the deviona paths of nature fQJ' whatever is most un
friendly to man, they made roda of a plant highly 
C81L.tiC and pooonDna, called Bechetlpa, every wound 
of which featen and gangrenes, adda double and 
treble to the present torture, leaves a ernst of leprous 
IOres upon the body, and often enda in the dcotmc
tion of life itself. 

At night, these poor innocent IOffer.".., these 
martyrs of BVarice Bnd extortion, were brought into 
dungeona; and in the Ie880Il when nature takes 
refuge in insensibility from all the mioeriL" and cares, 
which wait on life, they were three times Icourged, 
and made to reckon the watches of the night by 
period.. and intervab of torment. They "ere then 
led out in the oevere depth of winter, which there at 
certain oea.ootllI would be oevere to any, to the Indians 
is most oevere and almost intolerable,-tbey .. ere led 
out before break of day, and, stiff and lOre ... they 
were with the brni""" and "ounda of tbe night, "ere 
plunged into water; and whilst tbeir jaw. clung 
together with the cold, and their bodies were ren
dered infinitely more teosibIe, the hl.".s and stripes 
were renewed upon their baeD; and tben, delivering 
them over to IOWien, tbey were lent into tbeir farms 
and villagea to discover where a few handfuls of grain 
might be found oonceaIed, or to extract lOme loan 
from the remnant. of compaosion and courage not 
IObdned in thote, who had reason to £tar, that tbeir 
cnrn turn of torment would be next, that they .hooW 
ID£Ceed. them in the IIIUIIe poniobment, and that tbeir 
'Fery humanity, being taken .. a proof of their wealth, 
would mbject them (al it did in many cues aubject 
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them) to the same inhuman tortures, After this 
circuit ofthe day through their plundered and ruined 
villages, they were remanded at night to the same 
prison; whipped, as before, at their return to the 
dungeon; and at roorning wbipped at their leaving 
it; and then sent as before to purchase, by begging 
in the day, the reiteration of the torture in the night. 
Days of menace, insnlt and extortion ;-nights of 
bolts, fetters, and flagellation succeeded to each other 
in the same round, and for a long time made up aU 
the vicissitude of life to tbese miserable people. 

But there are persons whose fortitude could bear 
their own suffering; there are men who are hardened 
by their very palna; and the mind, strengthened even 
by the torments of the body, rises with a strong de. 
liance against its oppressor. They were assaulted On 
the side of their sympathy. Children were scourged 
almost to death in the presence of their parents. 
This was not enough. The son and father were 
bound close together, face to face, and body to body, 
and in that .ituation cruelly lashed together, so that 
the blow which escaped the father fell upon the son, 
and the blow which missed the son wound over the 
back of the parent. The circumstances were com. 
bined by 80 subtle a cruelty, that every stroke which 
did not excruciate the sense, should wound and lace. 
rate the sentiments and affections of nature. 

On the same principle, and for the same ends, 
virgins, who had never seen the sun, were dragged 
from the inmost sanctuaries of their houses .•••..• 
Wives were tom from the arms of their husbands, 
and suffered the same flagitious wrongs, which were 
indeed hid in the bottoms of the dungeons, in which 

C/ 
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their honour and their liberty were buried to-
gether ...... . 

The women thm treated lOI4 their C&!!t. ~Iy Ior.<I., 
we are not here to commend or blame the institu
tions and prejudiceo of ... whole race of people, radi
cated in them by a long 8Ucceuion of ageo, on which 
no reason or argument, on which no ricislitudeo of 
thingo, no mixtures of men, or foreign conqueot, have 
been able to make the nnalJeot impreosion. The 
aboriginal Gentil inbabitantl are all dispened into 
tribeo or C&!!ts; each C&!!t born to an invariable rank, 
rightl, and descriptio ... of employment; 10 that one 
C88t C8IIJlot by any meana p""" into another. With 
the Gentus ~ impurities or disgraces, though 
without any guilt of the party, infer I"",, of caot ; 
and when the higheot C&!!t, that of the Brahmin, 
which is not only noble but aacred, io lost, the penon 
who Iooes it doe. not .lide down into one lowt ... hut 
reputablE>-he io wholly driven from all honeot lOCiety. 
All the reJatioua of life are at once .u-,Ived. II is 
parenti are no longer hio parenti; hit wife io no 
longer hit wife; hit children, no longer hit, are no 
longer to regard him as their father. It io .. me
tbing far wone than complete outlawry, complete 
attainder, and univenal excommunication. It io • 
pollution even to touch him; and if he touches any 
01 hit old C&!!t, they are jUltified in putting him to 
death. Contagion, !eprooy, plague, are not 10 much 
shunned. No honest oocupation can he followed. 
He becomes an H.Jwr~, if (which io rare) he,mr
vivea that miserable degradation. •..... 

Your IonIahipe wi1I not wonder that th""" mon
mom and oW' aile demanda, exacted with lOCh 
tortureo, threw the whole prorince into d,e.pair, 
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'J'hey abandoned their crops on the gronnd. The 
people, in a body, would have fled out of its confines; 
but bands of soldiers invested the avenues of the pro
vince, and, making a line of circumvallation, drove 
back those .,wretches, who lOught exile as a relief, 
into the prison of their native soil.. Not suffered to 
quit the district, they fled to the many wild thickets, 
which oppre88ion had scattered through it, and sought 
amongst the jnngles and dens of tigers a refuge from 
the tyranny flf Warren Hastings. Not able long to 
exist here, pressed at once by wild beasts and famine, 
the same despair drove them back; and seeking their 
last resource in arms, the most quiet, the most pas
sive, the most timid of the human race, r08e up in 
an nniversal insurrection; and, what will always 
happen in popular tumults, the effects of the fury of 
the people fell on the meaner and sometimes the 
reluctant instrument. of the tyranny, who in several 
places were massacred. The insurrection began in 
Rungpore, and lOon spread its fire to the neighbour
ing provinces, which had been harassed by the same 
person with the same oppressions. The English chief 
in that pro,-ince had been the silent witness, most 
probably the abettor and accomplice of all these 
horrors. He called in first irregular, and then regu
lar troops, who by dreadful and universal military 
execution got the better of the impotent resistance 
of unarmed and undisciplined despair. I am tired 
with the detail of the cruelties of peace. I spare 
you,those of a cruel and inhuman war, and of the 
executions, which, without law or proce88, or even 
the shadow of authority, were ordered by the English 
revenWl chief in that province.-Speech in the 1m
peachmenJ of Warren HfJ8linga. 

02 
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NECESSITY O. BN'.OBCING THB LAW WITH &EOAKO 

TO THE MISaOVERNMENT· IN JND .... -Our design, 
my lords, is not merely to. disprove the priooner'. 
defence, but t.o vindicat.e tbe righb. and privileges of 
the people of India. We wish to rei~t.e them in 
your oympathy. Wewiah yon to respect a people .. 
respectahle 88 yourselves; a people who knowu well u 
yau what i. rank, what is law, what is property; a people 
wha know how to feel disgrace, who know what equity, 
what re88On, what proportion in punishments, what 
security of property is, juat 88 well u Rny of your 
lordships; for these are things which are oeeured to 
them by laws, by religion, hy declarationl of all 
their IOVereigns. And what, my lords, is oppooed 
to all this? The practice of tyrant. and _rpen!, 
which Mr. HBltingo takes for his rule and guidance. 
He endeavOtJrl to find deviatiODl from legal govern
ment, and then inotrueta his connael to oay that I 
have BBBerted there is no meh thing 88 arbitrary 
power in the East. • • . . • • But, my lordi, we all 
know that there b88 been arbitrary power in India; 
that tyrants have I1IU1'J>I'd it; and that in lOme in
ataneea princes, otherwise meritoriowo, have violated 
the h"berties of the people, and have been lawfully 
depooed for meh violation. I do not deny that there 
are robberies on Honlllliow-Heath; that there are 
meh tbingll .. forgem., burglaries, and murders; 
but 1 asy that these acto are agaiDllt law, and that, 
.. hoever commit them eommit illegal acto. When a 
IIllUl is to defend himlelf against a charge of crime, 
it is not inataneea of oimiIar violation of la .. that is 
to be the otandard of his defence. A man may as 
well asy, "I robbed upon HCIIItI.Iiow-Heath, but 
hnndredo robbed there before me:" to .. hieh I an-
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awer, It The law has forbidden you to rob there, 
and I will hang you for having violated the law, 
notwithstanding the long list of similar violations, 
which you have produced 88 precedents." No doubt, 
princes have violated the laws of this country; they 
have suffered for it. Nobles have violated the law ; 
then- privileges have not protected them from punish
ment. Common people have violated the law; they 
have been hauged for it. I know no human being 
exempt from the law. The law is the security of the 
people of England, it is the security of the people of 
India, it is the security of every person that is 
governed, and of every person that governs. There 
is but one law for all, namely, that law which 
governa all law, the law of our Creator, the law of 
Humanity, Justice, Equity-the law of Nature and 
of Nations. So far 88 any law, fortify this primeval 
law, and give it more precision, more energy, more 
effect by their declarations, such laws enter into the 
sanctuary, and participate in the sacredness of it. 
character. But the man who quotes 88 precedents 
the abuse. of tyrants and robbers, pollutes the very 
fountain of Justice, destroys the foundations of all 
law, and thereby removes the only safeguard against 
evil men, whether governing or governed-the guard 
which prevents governors from becoming tyrants, and 
the governed from becoming rebels.-Speech in the 
Impeachment of Warren Haa/i1lfls . 

. TUB PERORATION OP THB 8POCH AGAINST WA.R

REN BASTING6.-In the name of the commons of 
England, I charge all this villany upon Warren 
Hastings, tn this last moment of my application 
to you. 
~y lords, what is it, that we want here to a great 
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act of national justice? Do we want a cau.oe, my 
lords? You have the cause of oppreaaed prince., of 
undone women of the fint tank, of desolated pro
vinces, and of waoted kingdoms. 

Do you want a criminal, my lords? When w80 
there 80 much iniqnity ever laid to the charge of any 
one?-No, my lords, you must not look to puniah 
any other such delinquent from India. Warren 
Haotingo hao not \eft; IIllbotance enough in India to 
nourish such another delinquent. 

My lords, i.t it a proeecu:tor you want 7-You have 
before you the commono of Great Britain ao prooe
cutors; and, I believe, my lords, that the mo, in his 
beneficent progress ~ound the world, doea not behold 
a more gloriolUl Bight than that of men, separated 
from a remote people by the material hounds and 
barriers of nature, 1plited by the bond of a socia\ 
and moral community;-1IIl the commono of England 
resenting, ao their own, the indignities and cruelti"", 
that are offered to aD the people 01 India. 

Do we want a tribunal 7 My lords, no example 01 
antiqnity, nothing in the modern world, nothing in 
the range 01 human im2gination, can supply UI .,.ith 
a tribunal like tw. My lords, here we lee virtually 
in the mind'. eye that aaered majesty 01 the crown, 
under whooe anthority you lit, and whooe power you 
exercioe. We lee in that invisible autbority, what 
we aD Ceel in reality and liCe, the beneficent powers 
and prorecting juotice 01 Hio Majesty. We have 
here the heir apparent to the cnnrn, ouch 81 the (ond 
wioheo 01 the people of England wiob an heir apparent 
to the CI'OW1l to be. We have here aD the"rancbeo of 
the royal family in a oituatiou between majesty and 
mbjection, between the aovereigu and the aubject,-
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offering a pledge in that situation for the support of 
the rights of the crown, and the liberties of the 
people, both which extremities they touch. My 
lords, we have a great hereditary peerage here; those 
who have their own honour, the honour of their an
eestors, and of their posterity, to guard; and who 
will justify, as they have always justified, that pro
vision iu the colllltitution, by which justice is made an 
hereditary office. My lords, we have here a new 
nobility, who have risen, and exalted themselves by 
various merits, by great military serviees, which 
have extended the fame of this country from the 
rising to the setting ann: we have those, who by 
various civil merits and various civil talents have 
been exalted to a situation, which they well deserve, 
and in which they will justify the favour of their 
lovereign, and the good opinion of their fellow-sub_ 
jects; and make them rejoice to see those virtuous 
characters, that were the other day upon a level with 
them, now exalted above them in rank, but feeling 
with them in sympathy what they felt in common 
with them before. We have persons exalted from 
the practice of the law, from the place, in which they 
administered high, though subordinate justice, to a 
seat here, to enlighten with their knowledge, and to 
strengthen with their votes those principles, which 
have distinguished the courts, in which they have 
presided. 

My lords, you have here also the light. of our 
religion; you have the Bishops of England. My 
lords, you have that true image of the primitive 
Church in its ancient form, in its ancient ordinances, 
purified from the snperstitiona and the vices, which a 
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long mccession of agee will bring upon tbe best in
.titutions. You have the representative.. of that 
religion, which says, that th~ God ill love, that the 
very vital .pirit oC their institution ill charity; a 

religion, which 80 much hate. oppremon, that, when 
the God, whom we adore, appeared in human form, 
he did not appear in a fonn of greatneoe and 
majesty, but in oympathy with the lowest of the 
people,-and thereby made it a firm alld mling prin
ciple, that their welfare W88 the object of all govern
mel)t; since the person, who W88 the maoter of 
nature, chose to appear himself in a lubordinate 
situation. These are the consideratioDl, which in
fluence them, which animate them, and will ani
mate them, against all oppreosion; knowing, that 
He, who io called lint among them, and lint among 
DB a1l, both of the Hock that i. Ced, and of tbose who 
feed it, made Hinuoelf the oervant of all." 

My lords, these are the oeenritiea, which we have 
in all the constituent parto of the body of thie hoo.se. 
We know them, we reckon, we rest upon them, and 
commit safely the interests of Indio and oC humanity 
into your hands. Therefore, it ill with confidence, 
that, ordered by the COIDDlOIl5, 

I impeach Warren Haotingo, Eoq., of high erimeo 
and miodemeanon. 

I impeach him in the name of the commona of 
Great Britain in P..,.liament _bled, .hose parJia.. 
mentary tmot he baa betrayed. 

I impeach him in the name of all the commona OJ 

Great Britain,.hose national charaetn he baa die
honoured. 

. I impeac" him in the name or the people of India, 
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whose laws, rights, and liberties he has subverted; 
whose properties he has destroyed, whose country he 
has laid waste and desolate. 

I impeach him in the name, and by virtue, of 
those eternallawB of justice, which he has violated. 

I impeach him in the name of human nature itself, 
which he has cruelly outraged, injured, and oppressed 
in both sexes, in every age, rank, situation, and con
dition of life. 



130 TUB WISDOM A.ND OENIl"S 

CHAPTER IV. 

FRANCE AND THE FRENCH REVOLt:TION. --80 ........ _ .... "'I"~ bot 1Do zeol 
:SOlIe ~ _ oat of..,.. jadged, 
Or ....... auI-. ..... . 
"" ..... C ......... 
U ................ """ .. 1<ni6ed; 
HD loyalty be Up<, ........ 1Do zeol ; 
SOl' DUlDber nor uample with IUm wr001Jht, 
To .. ene &om tnlUa. ., dtaap h. ~, mintl, Tboqb....... F ................ 'onIo be-" 
l-. way daroofh bc.tile IIefJI'IL, .b .. b ire ....cuned 
Superior. _ur of ~ fear'd utP1; 
ADd with moned ... U t..:k be tIIrDed 
Oa. ... proud WWft'l to IWift ~ ~. 

FR.U<CE. 

COlIDI1'IOIf OP rlUlfCB Ilf 17b9.-Indeed, .. heD 

I cou.ider the face oC the kingdom oC France; the 

multitude and opulence oC her cities; the ueeful 
magnificence oC her apaciO\l8 higb roW and bridge8; 
the opportunity oC her artificial can.aJ. and naviga
tiona opening the conveniencea oC maritime commu
nication througb a IOlid continent oC 10 immerue an 
extent; wben I tum my eyes to the otnpeodoua 
works oC her porta and barboun, and to ber .. hole 
naval apparatus, whetber Cor war or trade: when I 
bring before my view the number oC her (urtifica
tiona, constrocted with 10 bold and masterly a .kiIl, 
and made and maintained at 10 prodigioua a cbarge, 
presenting an lII1Ded front ... d impenetrable barrier 



OP EDMUND BURKE, )31 

to her enemies upon every side: when I recollect 
how very BIIl&Il a part of that extensive region is 
without cultivation, and to what complete perfection 
the culture of many of the best productions of the 
earth have been brought in France j when I reflect 
on the excellence of her manufactures and fabrics, 
second to none but ours, and in .ome particulars not 
second; when I contemplate the grand foundations 
of charity, public and private j when I survey. the 
state of all the arts that beautify and polioh life j 

when I reckon the men .he has bred for extending 
her fame in war, her able statesmen, the multitude 
of her profound lawyers and theologians, her philo
sophers, her critic., her historians and antiquaries, 
her poets and her orators, sacred and profane; I be
hold in all this 80mething which awes and commands 
the imagination, which checks the mind on the brink 
of precipitate and indiacriminate censure, and which 
demands that we should very seriously examine, what 
and how great are the latent vice. that could autho
rize us at once to level so specious a fabric with the 
ground. I do not recognise, in this view of things, 
the de.potism of Turkey. Nor do I discern the cha
racter oC a government that has been, on the whole, 
80 oppressive, or so corrupt, or so negligent, as to be 
utterly unfit fur all reformation. I must think such 
a government well deserved to have its excellencies 
heightened, its faults corrected, and its capacities im
proved into a British constitution.-Reftecti0n8 on 1M 
Revolution in France. 1790. 

TaB CLERGY op paANCE IN 1760.-When myoc
casions took me into France, towards the close of the 
late reign, the clergy, under all their forma, engaged 
a considerable part of my curiosity. So far from 
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finding (except from one let of men, not then very 
numerous, thongh very active) the complaints and WI
contents against that body, whjch some publicatiOllll 
had given me reason to expect, I perceived little or 
no public or private uneaain.,.. on their account. On 
Curther .... 8JDin .. lion, I found the clergy, in genemJ, 
perBODB of moderate minds and decorous mannen; 
I include the oeculan, and the regulan of both sexeo. 
I had not the good Cortune to know a great many of 
the parochial clergy: but in genemJ I received a per
fectly good account of their morals, and oC their at:
tention to their duties. With some of tbe higher 
clergy I had a personal acquaintance; and of the rest 
in that cIaas, a very good means of information. 
They were, almost all of them, penons of nobIe birth. 
They resembled othen of their own rank; and where 
there "81 any difference, it W81 in their Cavour. They 
were more fully educated than the military nobIeooe; 
10 81 by no me&IUI to disgrace their profeasion by 
ignorance, or by want of fitn_ (or the exercise of 
their anthority. They seemed to me, beyond the 
clerical character, libemJ and open; with the hearts 
of gentlemen, and men of honour; neither insolent 
nor servi1e in their mannen and condnct. They 
seemed to me rather a auperior clase i a let of men, 
amongst whom yon would not be snrpriaed to find a 
Fmeloa. I I8W among the clergy in Paris (many of 
the deocription are not to be met with anywhere) 
men of great Ieaming and candour i and I had reason 
to believe that this deocription w.. not confined to 
Paris. What I round in other place. I know .... 
accidental, and therefore to be presiiJJred a fair 
"""'pIe. I spent a lew da,.. in a provincial town, 
.. here, in the ahoew:e or the bUhop, I ~ my 
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evenings with three clergymen, his vicars-general, 
persons who wonld have done honour to any church. 
They were all well informed; two of them of deep, 
general, and extensive erndition, ancient and mo. 
dern, oriental and western; particnlarly in their 
own profession. They had a more extensive know. 
ledge of our English divines than I expected; and 
they entered into the genius of those writers with 
a critical accuracy. One of these gentlemen is 
since dead, the Abbe Morangil/. I pay this tribute, 
without reluctance, to the memory of that noble, 
reverend, learned, and excellent person; and I 
shonld do the same, with equal cheerfulness, to the
merits of the others, who I believe are still living, if 
I did not fear to hurt those whom I am unable to 
lerve. 

Some of these ecclesiastics, of rank, are, by all 
titles, persons deserving of general respect. They 
are deserving of gratitude from me, and from many 
English. If this letter shonld ever come into their 
hands, I hope they will believe there are those of our 
nation who feel for their unmerited fall, and for the 
cruel confiscation of their fortunes, with no common 
sensibility. What I say of them is a testimony, as 
far as one feeble voice can go, which lowe to truth. 
-Reflections 011 the Revolution in France. 

TlIB PREllOH IUlVOLUTlOIl. 
PICTURE OP REVOLUTIONARY PRANcE.-France has 

not sacrificed her virtue to her interest; but she has 
abandoned her interest, that she might prostitute her 
virtue. All other nations have begun the fabrick of 
a new government, or the reformation of an old, by 
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establisbing originally, or by enforcing with greater 
exactness, BOme rites or other of religion. All other 
people have laid the foundations of civil freedom io 
aeverer mannen, and a system of a more aWltere and 
maaculine morality. France, when .he let loose the 
reina of regal anthority, doubled the licence of a 
ferocious dissolnteness in manDen, and of an inBOlent 
irreligion in opinions and practicea; aod baa extended 
through all raub of life, aa if .he were commoni
cating BOme privilege, or laying open lOme secluded 
benefit, all the unhappy corruptions that Wlnally 
were the diJease of wealth and power. Thi. i. olle 
of the new pripciples of equality in France. 

Franee, by the perfidy oC her leaden, baa utterly 
disgraced the tone of lenient council in the cabinet. 
of princee, and disarmed it of it. moot potent topics. 
She has aanetified the dark, suspicious maxims of 
tyrannons diatroat; and taught kingl to tremble at 
(what will hereafter be called) the delwrive pial1Jli
hilities of moral politicianl. Sovereigns will consider 
thOle who advise them to place an unlimited confi
denee in their people, aa aulrrerten of their thrones ; 
aa traiton who aim at their deotrnetion, hy leading 
their euy goodnatnre, nnder specious pretencee, to 
admit eombinations of bold and faitWeu men into 
a participation of their power. Thi. alone (if there 
were nothing else) ia an irreparable calamity to you 
and to mankind Remember that your parliament 
of Paris told your king, that, in calling the state. 
together, he bad nothing to fear but the prodi gal 
exeeaa of their zeal in proriding for the mpport of 
the throne. It ia right that these men should hide 
their beada. It ia right that they .honld hear their 
part in the ruin .. hich their COUDIeI baa brought on 
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their sovereign and their country. Such sanguine 
declarations tend to lull authority asleep i to encou
rage it rashly to engage in perilous adventures of 
untried policy i to neglect those provisions, prepara
tions, and precautions, which distinguish benevolence 
from imbecility i and withont which no man can 
answer for the salutary efl'e~ of any abstract plan of 
government or of freedom. For want of these, they 
have seen the medicine of the state corrupted into 
its poiso1!-' They have seen the French rebel "$ainst 
a mild and lawful monarch, with more fury, outrage, 
and insult, than ever any pcople has been known to 
rise against the most illegal usurper, or the most 
sanguinary tyrant. Their resistance was made to 
concession i their revolt was from protection; their 
blow was aimed at a hand holding out graces, favours, 
and immunities. 

This was unnatural. The rest is in order. They 
. have found their punishment in their snecess. Laws 
overturned; tribunals subverted; industry without 
vigour; commerce expiring; the revenue unpaid, yet 
the people impoverished; a church pillaged, and a 
state not relieved; civil and military anarchy made 
the constitution of the kingdom; everything, human 
and divine, sacrifieed to the idol of public credit, and 
national bankruptcy the consequence; and, to crown 
all, the paper securities of new, precarious, tottering 
power, the discredited paper securities of impoverished 
fraud, and beggared rapine, held out as a currency 
for the support of an empire, in lieu of the two great 
recognised species that represent the lasting con
ventional eredit of mankind, which disappeared and 
hid themselves in the earth from whence they came, 
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when the principle of property, whooe creatures and 
representatives they are, was oy.tematically mbverted. 

Were sll these dreadful thip.go necealary 7 Were 
tbey the inevitable remIts of the delperate Itruggle 
of determined patriots, compelled to wade, throngh 
blood and tumult, to the quiet .hore of a tranqnil 
and prosper01lll liberty? No! nothing like it. The 
fresh ruina of France, which ahock our fuelingo wher. 
ever we can torn our eyes, are not the devastation 
of civil war; they are the sad bnt inatrnctive monn. 
menta of raah and ignorant connael in time of pro. 
fonnd peace. They are the display of inconsiderate 
and preaumptno1lll, because ~ and irreaiotible, 
anthority. The peraona who have thWl aqnandered 
away the preci01lll treaanre of their crimes, the 
persona who have made this prodigal and wild waste 
of public evils, (the Iaat stake reserved for the nltimate 
ran90m of the state,) have met in their progreae with 
little, or rather with no opposition at all. Their 
whole march was more like a triumphal proceuiou. 
than the progress of a w.... Their pioneen have gone 
before them, and demoIiobed and laid everything 
level at their feet. Not one drop of their blood have 
they .bed in the cauAe of the conntry they have 
mined. They have made no oacrificee to their pro. 
jeeta of greateT consequence than their ahoe-bucklea, 
whilat they were impriBOning their king, munlering 
their fellow.citizena, and bathing in teara, and 
plnnging in poverty and di.otreM, tbOWlanda of worthy 
men and worthy families. Their CJ'Uelty baa not 
...-en been the haoe reault of fear. It baa been the 
effect of their _ of perfect aafety, in authorizing 
treaoona, robberies, npea, ·_¥inations, .langhten, 
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and burnings, throughout their harassed land.
Reftectwns on the Revolution in France. 

ERRoR IN COMPARING THB PRENCH REVOLUTION 
WITH THAT 01' ENGLAND IN 1688.-He felt some con
cern that this strange thing, caJled a Revolution in 
France, should be compared with the glorious event 
commonly called the Revolution in England; and 
the conduct of the soldiery, on that occasion, com
pared with the behaviour of some of the troops of 
France in the present instance. At that period the 
Prince of Orange, a prince of the blood-royal in Eng
land, was called in by the flower of the English 
aristocracy to defend its ancieDt constitution, and 
not to level all distinctions. To this prince, so in
vited, the democratic leaders who comma.nded the 
troops went over with their several corps, in bodies, 
to the deliverer of their country. Aristocratic 
leaders brought up the corp. of citizen. who newly 
enlisted in this cause. Military obedience changed 
its object; but military iliscipline was not for a mo
ment interrupted in its principle. The troops were 
ready for war, but indisposed to mutiny. 

But as the conduct of the English armies was dif
ferent, so was that of the whole English nation at 
that time. In truth, the circumstances of our revo. 
lution (as it is called) and that of France are just the 
reverse of each other in almost every particular, and 
in the whole spirit of the transaction. With us it 
was the case of a legal monarch attempting arbitrary 
power--in France it is the case of an arbitrary mon
arch beginning, from whatever cause, to legalize his 
authority. The one was to be resisted, the other was 
to be managed and directed; but in neither case was 
the order of the state to be changed, lest government 
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might be mined, which ought only to be corrected 
and legalized. With DB we got rid of the man, and 
preoerved the conotitnent Part- oJ the Atate. There 
they ~ rid of the conotituent part. of the Itate, and 
k"'7 the maw What we did WII8 in truth and ,ob
Btance, and in a conotitutional light, a revolution, 
not made, bnt prevented. We took IOlid oecuritiee; 
we oettled doubtful questiono; we corrected anom ... 
lie. in our law. In the etable, fundamental parte of 
our conotitntion, we made no revolution; no, nor any 
alteration at ail We did not impair the monarchy. 
PerhapI it might be .hown that we .trengthened it 
"ery conoiderably. The nation kept the aame rank., 
the lame orden, the lame privilegee, the Rme fran
clrises, the aame rule. for property, the aame rubor
dinationo, the lame order in the law, in the revenne, 
and in the magistracy; the aame Jorde, the IBIDe com
mono, the lame corporationo, the aame electan. 

The church WM not impaired. Her eetatee, her 
majeety, her aplendoor, her ordere and gradationl, 
continned the lBIDe. She WII8 preeerved in her full 
efficiency, and cleared only of a certain intolerance, 
which 11'118 her weakn_ and disgrace. The church 
and the Itate were the aame after the Bnolntion 
that they ... ere before, but better aecured in every 
part. 

W 118 little done because a revolntion w .. not made 
in the conotitntion? No I E"e1J1hing ...... done; 
becao.oe ... e commeneed with reparation, not with 
ruin. Accordingly the Itate lIonriahed. In.tead oJ 
lying &I dead, in a 10ft of trance, or expooed, &I 

lOme others, in an epileptic fit, to the pity or deriaion 
oJ the world, for her wild, ridiculoua, convu.OO"e 
mmemeutl, impotent to every purpose but that of 
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dashing out her brains against the pavement, Great 
Britain rose above the standard even of her former 
.elf. An era of a more improved domestic prosperity 
then commenced, and still continues not only un
impaired, but growing, under the wasting hand of 
time. All the energies of the country were awakened. 
England never preserved a firmer countenance, nor 
a more vigorous arm, to all her enemies, and to all 
her rivals. Europe under her respired and revived. 
Everywhere she appeared as the protector, 8B8ertor, 
or avenger of liberty. A war was made and supported 
against fortune itself. The treaty of Ryswick, which 
tirst limited the power of France, was Boon after 
made: the grand alliance very shortly followed, which 
shook to the foundations the dreadful power which 
menaced the independence of mankind. The states 
of Europe lay happy under the shade of a great and 
free monarchy, which knew how to be great without 
endangering its own peace at home, or the internal 
or external peace of any of its neighbours.-Reflec
tiona on the Revolution in France. 

QU.OLIPICATIONS POR POLITICAL POWER. - I do 
not, my dear Sir, conceive you to be of that sophis
tical, captious spirit, or of that uncandid dulness, as 
to require, for every general observation or sentiment, 
an explicit detail of the correctives and exceptions, 
which reason will presume to be included in all the 
general propositions which come from rea,sonable 
men. You do not imagine, that I wish to confine 
power, authority, and distinction to blood, and names, 
and titles. No, Sir. There is no qualification for 
government but virtue and wisdom, actual or pre
sumptive. Wherever they are actually found, they 
have, in whatever state, condition, profession, or 
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trade, the p888pOrl of Heaven to buman place and 
bonoUl'. Woe to the conntry wbicb would madly 
and impiously reject the aervice of the talent. and 
virtnes, civil, military, or religiouo, that are given to 
grace and to aerve it; and would condemn to ob-
8CUl'ity everything fonned to diffuse lustre and glory 
around a state. Woe to that country too, that, 
pasoring into the opposite extreme, considers a low 
education, a mean contracted view of ~hings, a sordid, 
mercenary oeeupation, as a preferable title to com
mand. E,·erything ougbt to be open; but not 
indifferently to every man. No rotation; no appoint. 
ment by lot; no mode of election operating in the 
spirit of sortition, or rotation, can be genera.JJy good 
in a government conyena.nt in exten.oive objeeb. 
Becao.oe tbey have no tendeney, direct or indirect, to 
select the man witb a view to the duty, or to acrom· 
modate the one to tbe other. I do not hesitate to 
"'y, that the road to eminence and power, from 
obscure condition, ought not to be made too easy, 
nor a thing too much of coune. If rare merit be 
the rarest of all rare things, it ought to Jl""'I through 
lOme lOr! of probation. The temple of honour ougbt 
to be oeated on an eminence. If it be opened througb 
Yirtue, let it be remembered too, that rirtue ia neYer 
tried but by lOme difficulty and lOme otruggle. 

K othing ia a dne and adequate representation of a 
atate, that doea not replesent iuo ability, .. we)) .. iuo 
property. But .. ability ill a Yigorona and actil"e 
principle, and .. property ia aluggiab. inert, and 
timid, it never can be oafe from the invuiona at 
ability, unIeu it be, out at all proportion, predomi
nant in the representation. It mWlt be represented 
too in great mauea of lIeCIIlIIulation, or it ia not 
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rightly protected. The characteristic eSlence of 
property, formed out of the cilmbined principleo of 
ito acquisition and conservation, is to be unelfUlJl. 
The great masses therefore which excite envy, and 
tempt rapacity, must be put out of the possibility of 
danger. Then they form a natural rampart about 
the leoser propertieo in all their gradations. The 
same quantity of property, which is by the natural 
course of things divided 1unong many, has not the 
same operation. Its defensive power is weakened 
as it is diffused. In this diffusion each man'. portion 
is leos than what, in the eagerness of his deoires, he 
may flatter himself to obtain by dissipating the 
accumulations of others. The plunder of the few 
would indeed give but a share inconceivably small in 
the distribution to the many. Bnt the many are 
not capable of making this calculation; and those 
who lead them to rapine never intend this distribution. 

It is said that twenty -four millions ought to pre. 
vail over two hundred thousand. True; if the 
coustitution of a kingdom be a problem of arithmetic. 
This sort of discourse does well enough with the 
lamp-post for ito second: to men who may reason 
calmly, it is ridiculous. The will of the many, and 
their intereot, mUlt very often differ; and great will 
be the difference when they make an evil choice.
Reftectimu 011 the Revolution in France. 

CAUSES OP EUROPBAN MANNERS AND CIVILI8A .. 

TloN.-We are but too apt to consider things in the 
.. tate in which we find them, without sufficiently 
adverting to the causeo by which they have been 
produced, and p088ibly may be upheld. Nothing is 
more certain than that our mannen, our civilisation, 
and all the good things which are connected with 
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manners and with civilisation, ha>·e in this European 
world of Ol1l'll depended for ages npon two principle., 
and were indeed the result. of both combined; I 
mean the "Pirit of a gentleman, and the spirit of 
religion. The nobility and the clergy, the one by 
profession, the other by patronage, kept learning in 
exi8tence, even in the midat of arms and confuoions, 
and whilat governments were rather in their cau""" 
than formed. Learning paid back .. hat it received 
to nobility and to priesthood: and paid it .. ith uaury, 
by enlarging their ideas, and by furnishing their 
minds. Happy if they had all continued to In",w 
their indi880luble union, and their proper place' 
Happy if leaming, not debaucbed by ambition, had 
been aatisDed to continue the instructor, and not 
88Jlired to be the master! Along .. itb Ito natural 
protecton and gwmliana, Jeaming .. ill be east into 
the mire, and trodden d01rD under the hoor. of a 
awinioh multitude. 

U; 88 I _peel, modern letten owe more tban 
they are ah.ayo willing to owe to ancient mal1Jll!n, 10 

do other interesta .. hich .. e value full 88 much 88 

they are worth. Even commerre, and trade, and 
manufacture, the gods of our economical politicians, 
are them!!elvea perhapa but creatures ; are theJWIelves 
but elfectl, which, 88 lint cauaea, we choooe to 
.. onhip. They certaiuly grew under the .. me .hade 
in which 1eaming tlonriahed. They too may decay 
with their natural protecting principlea. With you, 
for the p~ at Ieaot, they all threaten to disappear 
together. Where trade and manufactuml are wanting 
to a people, and the 8jlirit oC nobility and religion 
remain-, oentiment mpplies, and not alway. ill. 
aupplies, their place; but if COIIllueI'CI! and the artI 
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should be lost in an experiment to try how well a 
state may stand without'these old fundamental prin
ciples, what sort of a thing must be a nation of groes, 
stupid, ferocioWl, and, at the same time, poor and 
sordid, barbarians, destitute of religion, honour, or 
manly pride, possessing nothing at present, and 
hoping for nothing hereafter ?-ReJlections on the 
Revolution in France. 

THE REVOLUTIONA.RY EVENTS IN PARIS ON "BB 

6Tu' OCToBEa, 1789, AND THB SUPPBIUNGS 011 THB 

KING AND QUEBN 011 PBANcB.-The kind of anni
versary sermons to which a great part of what I 
write refers, if men are not shamed out of their 
present course, in commemorating the fact, will 
cheat many out of the principles, and deprive them 
of the benefits, of the revolution they commemorate. 
I confess to yon, sir, I never liked this continual 
talk of resistance, and revolution, or the practice of 
making the extreme medicine of the constitution its 
daily bread. It renders the habit of society dan
geroWlly valetudinary: it is taking periodically doses 
of mercury sublimate, and swallowing down repeated 
provocatives of cantharides to our love of liberty. 

This distemper of remedy, grown habitual, relaxes 
and wears out, by a vulgar and prostituted use, the 
spring of that spirit which is to be exerted on great 
occasions. It was in the most patient period of 
Roman servitude that themes of tyrannicide made 
the ordinary exercise of boys at achool-ama perimit 
.tI!IJOB claa,;, numeroao tyrannoa. In the ordinary 
.tate of things, it produces in a country like ours the 
worst effects, even on the cause of that liberty which 
it abW1e8 with the diasoluteneas of an ertrsvagant 
.. pecnlation. Almost all the high-bred repnblicans 
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of my time have, after a 8hort .pace, become the 
most decided, thorough-paced courtiers; they lOOn 
left the buoineao of a tediOU8, moderate, but practical 
resistauce, to those of ua whom, in the pride and 
iutoxication of their theorie., they have alighted 88 

not much better than tories. Hypocrioy, of conne, 
delights in the moot mblime apeculatioUl; for, never 
intending to go beyond opeculation, it coeta nothing 
to have it magnificent. But even in caaeo where 
rather levity than fraud 11'88 to be ompecled in tbeoe 
ranting opecuIatiODl, the iame hM been much the 
&ame. These profeoaors, finding their extreme prin
ciples not applicable to caaeo whicb call only for a 
qualified, or, 88 I may laY, civil, and legal reaiatance. 
in mch C8&eI employ no resistance at all. It is with 
tbem a war or a revolution, or it is nothing. Find
ing their achemesof politics not adapted to the state 
of the world in which they live, they often come to 
think Iigbtly of all public principle; and are ready, 
on their part, to abandon for a very trivial interest 
what they find of very trivial value. Some indeed 
are of more steady and penevt!ring natures; but" 
these are eager politiciaUl out of parliament, who 

. ba-:e little to tempt them to abandon thea favourite 
projects. They bave 80me change in tbe church or 
state, or both, constantly in tbeir view. Wben that 
is the case, tbey are a1wayo bad citizens, aud per
fectly unaure connexiou.. For, considering their 
speculative deoigna 81 of infinite value, and the _I 
arrangement of the state 81 of no estimation, they 
are at beat inditferent about it. They see no merit 
in the good, and no fault in the vicioua, management 
of puhlic affaire; they rather tejoice in the latter, .. 
more propitiona !o revolution. They see no merit 
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or demerit in any man, or any action, or any poli
tical principle, any further than as they may forward 
or retard their design Of change: they therefore take 
up, one day, the most violent and stretched preroga
tive, and another time the wildest democratic ideas 
of freedom, and pass from the one to the other 
without any sort of regard to cause, to person, or to 
party. . • . . • 

I find a preacher of the gospel profaning the beau
tiful and prophetic ejaculation, commonly called 
" nunc dimittia," made on the first presentation of 
our Saviour in the temple, and applying it, with an 
inhuman and unnatural rapture, to the most horrid, 
atrocious, and affiicting spectacle that perhaps ever 
was exhibited to the pity and indignation of man
kind. This" leading in triumph," a thing in its best 
form unmanly and irreligious, which fills our preacher 
with luch unhallowed transports, must shock, I 
helieve, the moral taste of every well·born mind. 
Several English were the stupefied and indignant 
spectators of that triumph. It was (unless we have 
been strangely deceived) a spectacle more resembling 
a procession of American Savages, entering into 
Onondago, after some of their murders called vic
tories, and leading into hovels hung round "with 
.calps, their captives, overpowered with the scoff. 
and buffets of women as ferocious as themselves, 
much more than it resemhled the triumphal pomp of 
~ civilised, martial nation i-if a civilised nation, or 
any men who had a sense of generosity, were capahle 
of a personal triumph over the fallen and aftlicted. 

This, my dear sir, was not the triumph of France. 
I must believe that, as a nation, it overwhelmed you 
with shame and horror. .... 

H 
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History, who keep. a durable record of all our 
acts, and exercises her awful cemure over the pro
cecdiogs of all sorts of oovereigna, .. ill not forget 
either those events, or the era ·of this Iiht-raI refine
ment in the intercourse of mankind. History will 
record, that on the morning of the 6th of October, 
1789, the king and queen of France, after a day of 
confusion, alamJ, dismay, and .laughter, lay down, 
under the pledged oecurity of publie faith, to indulge 
nature in a few bonn of respite, and troubled, melan
cboly repose. From thi. aleep the queen WSI fint 
startled by the voice of the sentinel at her door, who 
cried out to her, to save henclf by flight-that thi, 
w"" the Iaot proof of fidelity he could give-that they 
were upon him, and he WSI dead. InJrtantly he was 

cut down. A band of cruel rnffiana and ........ i08, 
reeking with his blood, rushed into the chamber of 
tbe queen, and pierced with a hundred otrfJkeo of 
bayonets and pooiarda the bed, from whence this 
persecuted woman bad but juot time to fly almoot 
naked, and, through way. unknown to the munk-ren, 
bad escaped to _k refuge at the feet of a king aod 
husband, not 8eCW'C of his own life for a moment. 

This king, to say no more of him, and this queen, 
and their infant children, (who once would have been 
the pride and hope of a great and generowo people,) 
were then forced to abandon the oanctWll1 of the 
moat oplendid pa1ace in the world, which they left 
onrimmjng in blood, polluted by JIllIN8ClC, and strewed 
with acaUered limbe and mutilated -. Thence 
they were conducted into the capital of their king
dom. Two bad been se1ected &<Jm the unprovoked, 
llDJ'e!Iisted, promUcuoua llanghter, which w .. made 
of the gentlemen of birth and family wh9 compolC<l 
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the king's body-guard. These two gentlemen, with 
all the parade of an execution of jnstice, were cruelly 
and publicly dragged to the block, and beheaded in 
the great court of the palace. Their heads were 
stuck upon spears, and led ilie proCession; whilst 
the royal captives who followed in the train were 
slowly moved along, amidst the horrid yells, and 
shrilling screams, and frantic dances, and i,pfamons 
contumelies, and all the unutterable abominations of 
the furies of hell, in ilie abused shape of the vilest of 
women. After they had been made to taste, drop by 
drop, more than the bitterness of death, in the slow 
torture of a journey of twelve miles, protracted to 
six hours, they were, under a guard, composed of 
ilioae very soldiers who had thus conducted them 
tlJrough this famous triumph, lodged in one of the 
old palaces of Paris, now converted into a Bastile for 
kings. 

Is this a triumph to be consecrated at altars? to 
be commemorated with grateful thanksgiving? to be 
offered to ilie divine humanity with fervent prayer 
and enthusiastic ejaculation ?-These Theban and 
Thracian .orgies, acted in France, and applauded only 
in the Old Jewry, I assure you, kindle prophetic 
enthnsiasm in the minds but of very few people in 
this kingdom: although a saint and apostle, who 
may have revelations of his own, and who has so 
completely vanquished all the mean superstitions of 
the heart, may incline to think it pious and decorous 
to compare it with the entrance into the world of the 
Prince of Peace, proclaimed in a holy temple by a 
venerable sage, and not long before not worse an
nounced by the voice of angels to quiet the innocence 
of8hephe$ ..... . 

BI 
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I hear that the august penon, who '0'81 the prin
eipal object of our preacher's triumph, though he 
BUppOrted himself, felt much on that ahamcful occa
sion. As a man, it became him to fecI for his wifc 
and his children, and the faithful guarde ofbia penon, 
that were JIllI888Cred in cold blood about him; 81 a 
prince, it became him to feel for the otrange and 
frightfn! transformation of his civiliaed subjed., and 
to be more grieved for them, than oolicitoua for 
himself. It derogates little from his fortitude, while 
it adde Winitely t;c; the honour of hie humanity. I 
am very sorry to say it, very lOrry indeed, that such 
personagca are in a situation in which it is not be
coming in us to praise the virtues of the great. 

I hear, and I rejoice to hear, that the great lady, 
the other object of the triumph, baa borne that day, 
(one is interested that beings made for suffering 
should suffer well,) and that .he bears all the suc
ceeding days, that ahe bears the impriooument of her 
hosband, and her own captivity, and the exile of her 
friende, and the insulting adnlation of addreueo, and 
the whole weight of her accnmn1ated wrong., with a 
serene patience, in a manner soited to her rank and 
race, and becoming the offspring of a sovereign dis
tingniahed for her piety and her courage: that, like 
her, ahe baa lofty aentimenta; that she feels with the 
dignity of a Roman matron; that in the laat n
tremity .he will eave herself from the laat disgrace; 
and that, if ahe m1lllt Call, .he will fall by no ignoble 
hand. 

It is noW" oiUeen or aeventeen yean .inre I saW" 
the queen of France, then the daupbincaa, at \" er
eailleo; and surely never lighted on thil orb,'" hieh 
ahe hardly eeemed to tonch, a more delightful viaion. 
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I saw her just above the horizon, decorating and 
cheering the elevated sphere she just began to move 
in; glittering like the morning star, full of life, and 
spleadour, and joy! Oh I what a revolution I and 
what a heart must I have, to contemplate without 
emotion that elevation and that fall I Little did I 
dream, when she added titles of veneration to those of 
enthusiastic, distant, respectful love, that she should 
ever be obliged to carry the sharp antidote against 
diag:race concealed in that bosom;o little did I dream 
that 1 should have lived to see such disasters fallen 
upon her in a nation of "gallant men, in a nation of 
men of honour, and of cavaliers. I thought ten 
thousand swords must have leaped from their scab
bards to avenge even a look that threatened her with 
infult. But the age of chivalry is gone. That of 
sophisters, economisto, and calculators, has succeeded; 
and the glory of Europe is extinguished for ever. 
Never, never more shall we behold that generous 
loyalty to rank and sex, that proud submission, that 
dignified obedience, that subordination of the heart, 
which kept alive, even in servitude itself, the spirit 
of an exalted freedom. The unbought grace of life, 
the cheap defence of nations, the nuree of manly 
sentiment and heroic enterprise, is gone I It is gone I 
that seusibility of principle, that chastity of honour, 
which felt R stain like a wound, which inspired 
courage whilst it mitigated ferocity, which ennobled 
whatever it touched, and under which vice itself lost 
half ito evil, by losing all ito grossness. 

This fnixed system of opinion and sentiment had 
ito origin in the ancient chivalry; and the principle, 
though varied in its appearance by the varying state 
of human affairs, subsisted and influenced throngh a 
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long succession of generations, even to the time we 
live in. If it should ever be totally extinguished, the 
10 .. I fear will he great. It is this which has gin'll 
its character to modem Europe. It i. this which 
has distinguished it nnder all its form. of govern
ment, and distiDgull!hed it to ito adl'aDtage, from the 
states of Asia, and possibly from thOle stat"" which 
fionrished in the most brilliant periods of the antique 
world. It was this which, withont· confounding 
ranks, had produced a noble eqnality, and handed it 
down through all the gradations of lOCial life. It 
was this opinion which mitigated kingw into com· 
panions, and raised private men· to be Cellow. with 
kingw. Without force or oppositiou, it rubdued the 
fierceness of pride and power j it obliged lOVereiguo 
to submit to the soft collar of social esteem, com
pelled stem authority to .nbmit to ele-gance, aDd 
gave a dominating vanqm.her of law., to be subdw,d 
by manners. 

But noll' all is to be changed. AD the pl"""ing 
illnsiOlll, which made power gentle, and obediL'IIce 
liberal, which harmoniaed the different .I,ades of life, 
and which, by a bland assimilation, inCOl'J>OraU-d into 
politics the aentiments ... hich beautify and soften 
private society, are to be dissoh'ed by this new COD· 
quering empire of light and reason. AD the decent 
drapery of life is to be rudely tom off. AD the super· 
added ideas, furnished from the wardrobe of a moral 
imagination, ... hich the heart 01I'UI, and the under
standing ratifies, as n~ to .,.,.-er the defects of 
our naked, shivering nature, and to raiae it to dignity 
in our 01l'D estimation, are to be exploded 81 a 
ridiculous, abmrd, and antiquated faahion. 

On this ICbeme of thingo, a king;" but a man, a 
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queen is but a woman; a woman is but an animal; 
and an animal not of the highest order. All homage 
paid to the sex in general as such, lind without dis. 
tinct views, is to be regarded as romance and folly . 
. Regicide, and parricide, and sacrilege, are but fictions 
of superstition, corrupting jurisprudence by destroy. 
ingits simplicity. The murder ~ a king, or a queen, 
or a bishop, or a father, sre only common homicide; 
and if the people are by any chance, or in any way, 
gainers by it, 8 sort of homicide much the most par· 
donable, and into which we ought not to make too 
severe a scrutiny. 

On the scheme of this barbarous philosophy, which 
is the offspring of cold hearts and muddy understand· 
ings, and which is as void of solid wisdom as it is 
destitute of all taste and elegance, laws are to be 
8upported only by their own terrors, and by the 
concern which each individual may find in them, 
from his own private speculations, or can spare to 
them from his own private interests. In the groves 
of tlulir academy, at the end of every vista, you see 
nothing but the gallows. Nothing is left which en· 
gages the affections on the part of the commonwealth. 
On the principles of this mechanic philosophy, our 
in.titutions can never be embodied, if I may use the 
expression, in persons j 80 as to create in us loveJ 

veneration, admiration, or attachment. But that 
Bort of reason which banishes the affections is inca. 
pable of filling tbeir place. These public affections, 
combined with manners, are required sometimes as 
supplements, sometimes as correctives, always as aids 
to law. The precept given by a wise man, as well as 
a great critic, for the construction of poems, is eqnally 
true as to .tates :-Non Bati8 .. t pulchra .. Be poemata, 
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dulcia l/Un/o. There ought to be a .yltem of mannero 
in every nation, which a well.formed mind would be 
disposed to relish. To mak«: 111 love our country, 
our country ought to be 10vely.-RejkctiltM on tlu! 
Revolution in France. 

THE FRENCH REPUBLlC.-Out of the tomb of the 
murdered monarchy in France h81 arioen a vaat, 
tremendoUl, unformed Bpectre, in a far more terrific 
guise than any which ever yet have overpowered the 
imagination, and snbdued the fortitude of man. 
Going 8traight forward to its end, nnappalJed by 
peril, unchecked by remorse, deopioing all common 
maxims and all common means, that hideous phantom 
overpowered those who could not believe it 10M p0s

sible .he could at all exist, except on the prindpJes, 
which habit rather than nature had persuaded them 
were necessary to their own particu1ar .. elf are, and to 
their own ordinary modeo of actioa-Letter. on a 
Regicide PeMe. 

REASON'S FOB N01' COlCOBATt"LATllfG THE FaENCH 

BE'·OLt"'TlON'I8TI OK TREla lfEWLY .. .a.CQUIB.ED LI .. 

BEIlH.-I flatter myself that I love a manly, moral, 
regulated liberty 81 well .8 any gentleman of that 
aodety, be he .. ho he will: and perhapa I have given 
81 good proofio of my attachment to that CBWIe, in 
the whole course of my publie couduct. I think I 
envy liberty 81 little 81 they do, to any other nati'm. 
But I cannot atand forward, and give praise or 
blame to anything .. hich relates to human adioD8, 
and human concerDll, on a oimpIe view of the object, 
81 it stand. atripped or every relation, in all tbe 
nakedn""" and solitude of metaphy.icaI abstraction. 
Circnmstan0e8 (which with lI01IlC gentlemen paaa Cor 
nothing) give in reality to every political prindple 
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its distinguishing colour and discrimiDatiDg effect. 
The circumstal).ce8 are what render every civil and 
political scheme beneficial or noxious to mankind. 
Abstractedly speaking, government, as weU as liberty, 
is good; yet could I, in common sense, ten years 
ago, have felicitated France on her enjoyment of a 
government (for she· then had a government) without 
inquiry what the nature of that government was, or 
how it was administered? Can I now congratulate 
the same nation upon its freedom? Is it because 
liberty in the abstract may be classed amongst the 
blessings of mankind, that I am seriously to felici
tate a madman, who has escaped from the protecting 
restraint and wholesome darkness of his cell, on his 
restoration to the enjoyment of light and liberty? 
Am I to congratulate a highwayman and murderer, 
who has broke prison, upon the recovery of his 
natural rights? This would be to act over again 
the scene of the criminal. condemned to the galleys, 
aind their heroic deliverer the metaphysic knight of 
the sorrowful countenance.-Rej!e&ti0n8 on the Revo
/tltian in France. 

TaE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OP PBANcB.-What is 
the power of the house of commons, circumscribed 
and shut in by the immovable barriers of law, usages, 
positive rules of doctrine and practice, counterpoised 
by the house of lords, and every moment of its 
existence at the discretion of the crown to contiDue, 
prorogue, or dissolve us? The power of the house 
of commons, direct or indirect, is indeed great; and 
long may it be able to preserve its greatness, and 
tho .pirit belonging to true greo.tness, at the full; 
and it will do 80, as long as it can keep the breakers 
of law in India from becoming the makers of law' 

B S 
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for England. The power, however, of tbe hOUle of 
commons, when least diminished, i. 811 a drop of 
water in the ocean, compftre!l to that re.irling ;n a 
settled 1IlIljority of yOUl" National AMetnbly. That 
_mbly, sinee the deatruction of the ordcn!, b8II no 
fundamental law, no strict convention, no reopected 
nsage to restrain it. Instead of finding themoelvea 
obliged to conform to a fixed constitution, tbey have a 
power to make a con.otitution which ahall confonn to 
their designs. Nothing in heaven or upon earth can 
serve 811 a control on them. What ought to be the 
hew, the hearts, the disposition., that are qualifi'.d, 
or that dare, not only to make Ia •• under a fixe.l 
constitutiou, but at one heat to strike out a totally 
new constitution for a great kingdom, and every 
part of it, from the monarch on the throne to the 
vestry of a parish? But-" loou t"UIlh in where 011fl'U, 

lear to tread." In auch a state of unbounded power, 
for undefined and undefinable purposes, the evil"r a 
moral and almoot phyoica\ inaptitude of the Dllln to 
the function, molt. he the greatest we can conrei'·e 
to happen in tbe management or buman atfain. .... 

Already there appears a poverty of conception, a 
coarseness and vulgarity in all the proeeedin/!"ll or 
the Assembly, and of all tht. .... in8tnu,ton!. Their 
b1Jerty is not liberal. Their ocience is preonmpto", .. 
ignorance. Their humanity is lavage and brotaJ.
Ifrjkctim18 on tM RnQlutiun in France. 

TaB nazo ........ F.u"cB.-It is thill, and for 
the same end, that they endeavour to deat....,. that 
tribunal of COllJlCience which exiou independently of 
edictt and decreea. Y OUl" despotl govern by terror. 
They know that he "ho fean God lean nothing eUe , 
and therefore they eradicate from the mind, through 
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their Voltaire, their Helvetius, and the rest of that 
infamou8 gang, that only sort of fear which gene
rates true courage. Their ohject is, that their 
fellow-citizens may be under the dominion of no 
awe, but that of their committee of research, and of 
their lanteme.-Letter to a Memher of the Natiun.al 
All8emhly. 

WANT 01' PRACTICAL WISDOM IN PRANCR AT THE 

PERIOD OP THB BEVOLUTION.-What a number of 
faults have led to this multitude of misfortunes, and 
ahnoot all from this one Bource,-that of considering 
certain general marimB, without attending to eir
cumstances, to times, to placeo, to conjunctures, and 
to actors. If we do not attend 8crupulously to all 
these, the medicine of to-day becomes the poison of 
to-morrow. If any measure was in the abstract 
better than another, it w .... to call the .tates--.!a visa 
.ahu fIIIlI"ieati!nu !ma.-Certainly it had the appear
ance.-But see the consequences of not attending to 
critical moments, of not regarding the symptom. 
which discriminate diswes, and which distinguish 
constitutions, complexiona, and humours : 

Mox enol hot ipmm moo; fu.riiBque rereed.. 
Ardebant ; ipeique 1U0B, jam mone sub mgra, 
DiBc&o& Dudie laniabant deotibus IU'il1L 

Thus the potion which WIl8 given to strengthen the 
constitution, to heal divisions .. and to compooe the 
minds of men, became the source of debility, frenzy, 
discord, and utter diosolution.-Letter to a Member 
of the N atianaJ AIl8emhly. 

SUPPBBINOB OP THB !'RENCS PBlEBTS IN' THB BJ!:VO

LVTloN.-The prieoto were punished, after they had 
been robbed of their ell, not for their vices, but for 
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their virtnes and their piety, which made them an 
honour to their sacred profession, and to that nature 
of which we onght to be prond, Bince they belong to 
it.-Lelter. on a Regicide Pelice. 

THE WAR AGAINST REVOLUTIONARY FRANCE. 

THE TRUB MOTIVE. poa 'WAR .. OAIR8'I' PBA.!lfe •• -

In that great war carried on against LoW. XIV., for 
near eighteen yean, government spared no paiDl to 
satisfy the nation, that tbough they were to be ani. 
mated by a deIire of glory, glory 11'88 not their nlti. 
mate object; bnt that everything dear to them, in 
religion, in law, in hllerty, everything which 81 (rep. 

men, 88 Englishmen, and 81 citizen. of the great 
commonwealth of Christendom, they had at heart, 
11'81 then at stake. This)l'8I to know the true art of 
gaining the affectiODl and confidence of a high. 
minded people; this W88 to undentAnd buman 
nature. A danger to uert a danger-a present 
inconvenience and auJl'ering to prevent a foreseen 
future, and a wone calamity-tbeoe are the uwtiv", 
~hat belong to an animal, wbo, in his conmtution, ia 
at once adventnroUl and provident; circumlpect and 
daring; wbom his Creator has made, 81 the poet 
say., "of large diacoune, looking before and after." 
But never can a vehement and IUltained spirit of 
fortitude be kindled in a people by a war of caleuJa. 
tion. It has nothin! that can keep the mind erect 
nuder tbe gDItI of advenity. Even .. here men are 
willing, 81 IOmetimee they are, to barter their blood 
Cor Jncre, to hazard tbeir oafety for the gratification 
of their avarice, the pauion whicb Animat", them to 
that sort of conJIict, like all the ahort-sigbted pM-
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sions, mnst see its objects distinct and near at hand. 
The passions of the lower order are hungry and im. 
patient. Speculative plnnder; contingent spoil; 
future, long adjonrned, nncertain booty; pillage 
which must enrich a late posterity, and which pos
sibly may not reach to posterity at all; these, for any 
length of time. will never snpport a mercenary war. 
The people are in the right. The calculation 'of 
profit in all snch wars is false. On balancing the 
acconnt of snch wars, ten thousand hogsheads of 
sngar are purchased at ten thousand times their 
price. The blood of man should never be shed but 
to redeem the blood of man. It is well shed for our 
family, for our friends, for our God, for our conntry, 
for our kind. The rest is vanity; the rest is crime. 
~Letter8 on " RegicUle Peace. 

SPIRIT OP PROSELYTISM AND AGGRANDISE ME NT IN 
PRANell.-In the Revolution of France two sorts of 
men were principally concerned in giving a character 
and determination to its pursuits: the philosophers 
and the politicians. They took different ways, but 
they met in the ""me end. The philosophers had 
one predominant object, whi~ they pursued with a 
fanatical fury, that is, the ntter extirpation of reli. 
gion. To that every question of empire was subordi· 
nate. They had rat!>er domineer in a parish of 
atheists, than rule over a Christian world. Their 
temporal ambition was wholly subservient to their 
proselytising spirit, in which t1iey were not exceeded 
by Mahomet himself. 

They, who have made hut superficial studies in 
the natural history of the human mind, have been 
taught to look on religious opiuions as the only cause 
of enthusiastic zeal, and sectarian propagation. But 
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there ia no doctrine whatever, on which mell call 
wann, that ia not capable of the very oame effect. 
The .ociaI nature of man impele him to propagate 
hia principles, as much as phyaical impulee. urge him 
to propagate hia kind. The paaKion. give zeal and 
vehemence. The understanding bestow. design and 
system. The whole man movce under the d.iJK.;pline 
of hi. opiniOUl. Religion ia among the moat power
ful callies of enthueia.om. When anything conN:m
ing it becomes an object of much' mpt]itation, it 
cannot he indifferent to the minit They who do 
not love religion, hate it. The rcbele to God per
fectly abhor the anthor of their being. They hate 
him "with all their heart, with all their mind, with 
all their soul, and with all their strength." He 
never presents himself to their thoughts, bnt to 
menace and a1arm them. They cannot strike the 
.un ont of heaven, but they arc able to rai"" a 
smouldering smoke that obacnrea him from their 
own eyes. Not being able to revenge themeelvCI on 
God, they have a delight in vicarionely defacing, 
degrading, torturing, and tearing in piecee, hia image 
in man. Let no one judge of them by what he baa 
conceived of them, when they were not incorporated, 
and had no lead. They were then ooIy paaeengen 
in a common vehicle. They were then carried along 
with the general motion of re1igiou in the eomro u
nity, and, without being aware of it, partook of ita 
inllueuce. In that situation, at worst, their na"':1lre 
WBI left free to counterwork their principlee. They 
despaired of giving any very general curreney to 
their opinions. They eoueidered them BI a ,.,.",..ed 
privilege f .... the cru-n few. But wben the J..--i
bility oC dominion, lead, and propagation, P'-!Ilted 
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itllelf, and that the ambition, which before had so 
often made them hypocrites, might rather gain than 
lose by a daring avowal of their Bentiments, then the 
natnre of this infernal spirit, which h ... " evil for ita 
good," appeared in its full perfection. Nothing 
indeed but the posBession of some power can with 
any certainty discover what at the bottom is the true 
character of any man. Without reading the Bpeeches 
of Vergniaud, Fran9ian of Nantz, Isnard, and some 
others of that sort, it would not be easy to conceive 
the p ... sion, rancour, and malice of their tongues Bud 
heart.. They worked themselves up to II. perfect 
frenzy against religion and all its professors. They 
tore the reputation of the clergy to piece. by their 
infuriated declamations and invectives, before they 
lacerated their bodies by their m .... acres. This 
fanatical atheism left out, we omit the principal 
feature in the French Revolution, and II. principal 
consideration with regard to the effects to be ex
pected from a peace with it. 

The other Bort of men were the politicians. To 
them, who had little or not at all reflected on the 
8ubjeCt, religion waa in it.elf no object of love or 
batred. They disbelieved it, and that w ... all. Neu
tral with regard to that object, they took the side 
which in the present state of things might best 
answer their purposes. They soon found that they 
could not do without the philosophers; and the phi
losophers soon made them sensible, that the destruc
tion of religion waa to supply them with means of 
conquest, first at home and then abroad. The phi
losophers were the active internal agitators, and 
supplied the spirit and principles: the second gave 
the practical direction. Sometimes the one predomi-
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nated in the composition, IOmetimes the other. The 
only difference between tbem W811 in the necessity of 
concealing the general design for a time, and in their 
dealing with foreign natiom; the fanatica going 
straight forward and openly, the politiciana by the 
snrer mode of zigzag. In the course of eventa thil, 
among other eII_, produced fierce and bloody con· 
tentions between then!. But at the bottom they 
tboroughly agreed in all the object. 0{ ambition and 
irreligion, and onbstantially in .all the means of pro
moting these ends. 

Without question, to bring about the unexampled 
event of the French Revolution, the concurrence of 
a very great unmbeT of views and p88Iions waa nece8-
Bary-. In that atupendous work, no one principle, 
by which the human mind may have ita Caenlties at 
once invigorated and depraved, W811 left unemployed; 
but I can speak it to a certainty, and onpport it by 
undoubted proofs, that the rnliog principle of th.
who acted in the Revolution tU lIaJennm, had the 
exterior aggrandisement of Franoe aa their ultimate 
end in the most minute part of the internal changes 
that were made. We, who of \ate yean have been 
drawn from an attention to lorei!,'11 affain by the 
importance of our domestic diacuuions, cannot eaoily 
form a eonoeptiou of the general eagerneaa of the 
active and energetie part of the French nation, itaelC 
the most active and energetie of all nationa, previOUl 
to ita Revolution, upon that anbject. I am convinced 
that the foreign apecnlaton in Franoe, under the old 
government, were twenty to one of the I8DlC deacrip
tion then or now in England; and few of that de
ocription there were, wbo did not emnlonaly let 

forward the Revolution. The whole ofIieiaJ ayatem, 
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particnla.rly in the diplomatic part, the regulars, the 
irregulllJ'll, down to the clerks in office (a corps, with. 
out all comparison, more numerous than the .same 
amongst us), co.operated in it. All the intriguers in 
foreign politics, all the spies, all the intelligencers, 
actually or late in function, all the candidates for 
that 80rt of employment, acted solely upon that 
principle. 

On that system of aggrandisement there was but 
one mind: but two violent factions arose about the 
meaDs. The first wished France, diverted from the 
politics of the continent, to attend solely to her 
marine, to feed it. by an increase of commerce, and 
thereby to overpower England on her own element. 
They contended, that if England were disabled, the 
powers on the continent would faJl into their proper 
subordination I that it was England which deranged 
the whole continentalsyatem of Europe. The others, 
who were by far the more numerous, though qot the 
most outwardly prevalent at court, considered this 
plan for France as cont.,uy to her genius, her situa
tion, and her natural means. They agreed as to the 
ultimate object, the reduction of the British power, 
and, if possible, its naval power; but they considered 
an ascendancy on the continent as a necessary pre
liminary to that undertaking. They argued, that 
the proceedings of England herself had proved the 
soundness of this policy. That. her greatest and 
ablest statesmeB had not considered the support of 
a continental balance against France as a deviation 
from the principle of her naval power, but as one of 
the most effectual modes of earrying it into effect. 
That such had been her policy ever since the Revo
lution, during which period the naval strength of 
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Great Britain had gone on increasing in the direct 
ratio of her interference in the politi"" of the conti. 
nent. With much .tronger J:(llL8On ought the politi"" 
of France to take the Mme direction; sa well for 
pursuing object. which her Bituation would dictate 
to her, though England had no exioteRce, sa for 
counteracting the politica of that nation; to France 
continental politi"" are primary; they looked on 
them only of BeCOndary conoideratien to England, 
and, however neceooary, but sa meano neceooary 
to an end.-Letter. 011 II Regicitk Peace. 

POSITION OP ENGLAND WITS REGAaD 1'0 PRANCE 

DURING THE PERIOD OP A CONTINENTAL w AR.-\\'"hen 

LouiB XIV. had made himself ma.eter of one of 
the largest and moot important provinceoo of Spain; 
when he had in R lIWlDer overrun Lombardy, and 
wsa thundering at the gates of Turin; wben he had 
mBBtered almost all Germany on thio Bide of the 
Rhine; when he .... sa on the point of ruining the 
august fabric of the empire; when. with the elector 
of Bavaria in hi. al\iance, hardly anything inter. 
p<Med bet .... een him and Vienna; ,..hen the Turk 
hung with a mighty Corce over the empire on the 
other Bide; I do not know, that in the beginning of 
170~ (that io, in the third yeaz of the renovated 
war with LouiB XIV.) the state of Enrope was 00 

truly alarming. To England it certainly .... not. 
Holland (and Holland io a matter to Englaod of 
valne inestimable) .. sa then po .... erful, .. sa then inde
pendent, and, though greatly endangered, W81 then 
full of energy and opirit. Bnt the great .....:mrce of 
Europe .. sa in England: not in a "'" of England 
detached from the rest of the .. arid, and amusing 
benelf with the VUppet ... how of • naral po .. er, (it 
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can be no better, whilst all the 80urces of that power, 
and of every 80rt of power, are precarioUll,) but in 
that 80rt of England, who considered herself as em. 
bodied with Europe; but in that sort of England, 
who, 8ympathetic with tbe adversity or the bappiness 
of mankind, felt that nothing in hll1lU!.n affairs was 
foreign to her. We may consider it as a 8ure axiom, 
that, as on the one hand no confederacy of the least 
effect or duration can exist against France, of which 
England is not only a part, but the head, 80 neither 
can England pretend to cope with France but as 
connected with the body of Chri8tendom.-Letter6 
on a Regicide Peace. 

There never was, nor is, nor ever will be, nor 
ever can be, the least rational hope of making 
an impression on France by any continental 
powers, if England is not a part, is not the 
directing part, isnot the sonl, of tl.e whole con· 
federacy again8t it. 

This, so far as it is an anticipation of future, is 
grounded on the whole tenor of former history.
Heads fiw tl", ClJ1I8ideration of the Present Slate of 
Affair8. 1792. 

TONE TO BE ADOPTED BY GOVERNM.ENT IN MAKINO 

WAR AGAINST PBANcE.-After such an elaborate dis. 
play had been made of the injustice and insolence 
of an enemy, who seems to have been irritated by 
every one of the means, which had been commonly 
Ul!ed with effect to soothe the rage of intemperate 
power, the natural result would be, that the scabbard, 
in which we in vain attempted to plunge our sword, 
should have been thrown away with scorn. It would 
have been natural, that, rising in the fullness of 
their might, insulted majesty, despised dignity, vio. 
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lated justice, rejected supplication, patience goaded 
into fury, would have poured out all the length of 
the reins upon all the wrath .whieh they had 10 long 
restrained. It might have been expected, that, 
emulous of the glo.,. of the youthful hero. in 
alliance with him, touched by the example of what 
one man, well formed, and well placed, may do in 
the most desperate state of affain, convinced there 
is a courage of the cabinet full 81 powerful, and far 
less vulgar than that of the field, our minister would 
have changed the whole line of that nseJeo.o, pro .. 
perous prudence, which had hitherto produced all the 
effects oC the blindest temerity. If he round his 
situation full of danger, (and I do not deny that it 
is perilous in the extreme,) he must feel that it is 
also full of glory j and that he is placed on a &tage, 
than which no muse of fire, that had ascended the 
highest heaven of invention, conld imagine anything 
more awful and angnst. It was hoped, that, in this 
swelling lICeIIe in which he moved with lOIDe of the 
first potentates of Europe tOr his fellow-actoro, and 
with 10 many of the rest tOr the anxious .pectatono 
oC a part, which, as he plays it, determines for eYer 
their destiny and his own, like my ...... in the un
ravelling point of the epic .tory, he would have 
thrown off his patience and his rags together; and, 
atripped of unworthy disguises, he would haTe stood 
tOrth in the Wrm, and in the attitude, of au hero. 
00 that day, it was thought he would han aIIUmed 
the port of Man; that he would bid to be brought 
tOrth from their hideo ... kennel (where hiol tcrnpu-
10 ... tenderneae had too long immured them) thooe 
impatient dogs of ...... , .. hooe fierce regarda affright 

• TIoe A.Id>cIIIke a..n... ot .&--. 
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even the mhrister of vengeance that feeds them; 
that he would let them loose, in famine, fever, 
pla.gues, and death, npon a guilty race, to whose 
frame, and to all whose habit, order, peace, religion, 
and virtue, are alien and abhorrent. It was expected 
that he would at last have thought of active and 
effectual war; that he would no l~nger amuse the 
British lion in the chase of mice and rats; that he 
would no longer employ the whole naval power of 
Great Britain, once the terror of the world, to prey 
upon the miserable remains of a peddling commerce, . 
which the enemy did not regard, and from which 
none could profit.. It was expected, that he would 
have re-asserted the justice of his cause; that he 
would have re-aninuited whatever remained to him 
of his allies, and endeavoured to recover those whom 
their fears had led astray; that he would have re
kindled the martial ardour of his citizens; that he 
would have held out to them the example of their 
ancestry, the assertor of Europe, and the scourge of 
French ambition; that he would have reminded 
them of a posterity, which if this nefarious robbery, 
under the fraudulent name and false colour of a 
government, should in full power be seated in the 
heart of Europe, must for ever be consigned to vice, 
impiety, barbarism, and the most ignominious alavery 
of body and mind. In so holy a CRuse it was pre
sumed, that he would (as in the beginning of the 
war he did) have opened all the temples; and with 
prayer, with fasting, and with supplication, (hetter 
directed than to the grim Moloch of regicide in 
France,) have called upon Jl8 to raise that united cry, 
which has so often stormed heaven, and with a pious 
violence forced down blessings upon a repentant 
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people. It was hoped that when he had invokl:d 
upou hi. endeavours t!U; favonrahle regard of the 
Protector of the human r~, it wonld be scen that 
hiB menaces to the enemy, and hi. prayers to the 
Almighty, were not followed, hnt accompanied, with 
correspondent action. It W81 hoped that hiI shrilling 
trumpet shonld be heard, not to annonnce a show, 
bnt to sound a charge. • . . . . . 

Such a tone, as I guessed the minilter would have 
taken, I am very sure, is the true, un8uhorned, un
sophislicated language of genuUw, natftraJ fC<"ling, 
under the lIIIart. of patience exhanrrted anti ahllK-d . 
.!...Lettera on a Regicide PelJCe. 

ENERGY KEQUIBED TO ENABLE ESOLA!lCD 1'0 CARRY 

Oli THE WAIl.-FOT one (if they he properly treated), 
I despair neither of the public fortune, nOT of the 
public mind. There is much to he done undouht
edly, and much to be retrieved.' We muat .... alk in 
new ways, or we can never encounter our enemy in 
hiB deriono march. We are not at an end of our 
struggle, nor neal" it. Let no not deceive ounch·coo : 
we are at the beginning of great trouhles. I re8llily 
acknowledge that the state of public affairs is infi
nitely more unpromising, than at the period I have 
jnot now aTh!ded to; uW the position of all the 
po .... ers of Europe, in relation to no, and in relation 
to each other, is more intricate and critical beyond 
all comparison. Difficnlt indeed is onr .ituation. 
In aJlaituationo or difficulty men will he inftuenced 
in the part they take, not only by the reason of the 
case, but by the peculiar tnru of their own character. 
The same .... ay. to oafety do not present thenuelves 
to all men, nor to the same men in different tem
pen. There ie a courageono wisdom: there ie al"" 
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a false, reptile. prudey.ce, the result not of caution, 
but of fear. Under misfortunes it often happens 
that the nerves of the linderl\lAllding are 80 relaxed, 
the pressing peril of the h01ir so completely con
founds all the faculties, that no future danger can 
be properly provided for, can be justly estimated, 
can be so much as fully seen. The eye of the mind • is dazzled and vanquished. An abject distrust of 
ourselves, an extravagant admiration of the enemy, 
present us with no hope but in a compromise with 
bis pride, bt a sullmission to his will. Thirr. sbort 
plan of policy is the only counsel which will obtain 
a hearing. We plunge into a dark ~gulf wiili' all the 
.... h precipitation of fear. The nature of courage is, 
without a question, to be conversant with danger: 
but in the palpable night of their terrors, men under 
consternation suppose, not that it is the danger, 
which, by a sure 'lnstinct, calls out the courage to 
resist it, but that it is the courage which produceth 
the danger. They therefore seek for a refuge from 
their fears in the fears themselves, and consider a 
temporising meannes .... the ouly source of safety. 

The rules and definitions of prndence can rarely 
be exact; never universal. I do not deny, iliat, 
in Bmall, trnckling atates, a .j;imely compromise with 
power h ... often been the means, and the ouly meanB, 
of drawliug out their puny existence: but a great 
state is too much envied, too much dreaded, to find 
safety in humiliation. To be secure, it must be 
respected. Power, and eminence, and consideration. 
are thingo not to be begged. Thcy must be com
manded: and they, who supplicate for mercy trom 
others, can never bope for justice through them
oe!veB. 'What justice they are to obtain, as the 
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alm.I of an enemy, dependa uJl'ln hi.o ch"racteT; and 
that they ought well to know before they implicitly 
confide. . 

Much controversy theTe has been in parliament, 
and not a little amongst no out of doon, about the 
instrumental meana of thio nation towarda the main
tenance of heT dignity, and the aaaertion of heT 
rights. On the. most elaborate and correct ck-taiJ of 
facts, the result oeenu to be, that at DO time has the 
wealth and poweT of Great Britain been 10 con
sideTable as it i.o at thio very perilou.o moment. We 
have a vast interest to pretleTVe, and we JlOII"C" great 
means of pretIeTViog it: but it i.o to be remem beTed 
that the a.rtifiCeT may be incumbered by hi.o too],., 
and that J'CIOUI'CeII may be among impedimenta. If 
wealth ia the obedient aud Iahoriou.o .lave of virtue 
and of public honour, then wealth i.o in it. place, 
and has ita use: but if thio ordeT i.o changed, and 
honour ia to be sacrificed to the COD1IeTVation of 
riches, riches, which have neither eyes nOl' handa, uor 
anything truly vital in them, cannot long survive the 
being of their vivifying powen, their legitimate 
IDa8terB, and their potent protecton. If we com
mand our wealth, we .hall be rich and free: if our 
wealth command UB, we are poor indeed. We are 
bought by the enemy with the treamre from our 
own cofI'en. Too great a aeuse of the valoe oc. a 
subordinate interest may be the .. ery aource of ita 
danger, BI well 811 the CeTtain min of intereata 
of a superior ordeT. Often hao a man lost hio all 
....... nse he would not anbmit to hazard aU in de
fending it. A di.oplay of our wealth before robben 
is not the .... y to restrain their boldneao, or to Je.en 
their rapacity. Thia di.oplay is made, I knoll', to 
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persuade the peopl~ of England that thereby we 
shall awe the enemy, and improve the terms of our 
capitulation: it is made, not that we should fight 
with more animation, bnt that we should snpplicate 
with better hopes. We are mistaken. Wehave an 
enemy to deal with who never regarded our contest 
as a measuring and weighing of purses. He is the 
Gaul that puts his word into the s~ale. He is more 
tempted with our wealth as booty, than terrified with 
it as power. But let us be rich or poor, let us be 
either in what proportion we may, nature is false or 
this is true, that where the essential public force (of 
which money is but a part) is in any degree upon a 
par in a conflict between nations, that state, which 
is resolved to hazard its existence rather than to 
abandon its objects, must have an infinite advantage 
over that which is resolved to yield rather than to 
carry its resistance beyond a certain point. Humanly 
speaking, that people, which bounds its efforts only 
with its being, must give -£he law to that nation 
which will not push its opposition beyond its con. 
venience.-Lettera 011 a R.egicide Peace. 

DEPENDENCE OF A WAR ON ITS POPULARITY.-In 

matters of state, a constitutional competence to act 
is in many cases the smallest part of the question. 
Without disputing (God forbid I should dispute) the 
IIOle competence of the king and the parliament, each 
in its province, to decide on war and peace, I venture 
to say, no war can be long carried on against the 
will of the people. This war, in particnlar, cannot 
be carried on unless they are enthusiastically in 
favour of it. Acqniescence will not do. There mnst 
be zeal. Universal zeal in such a cause, aDd at auch 
a time as this is, cannot be looked for; neither is it 

I 
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necessary. Zeal in the larger part came. the for"" 
of the whole. Without this, no government, eer
tainly not our government, i. capable of a great war. 
-Letter. OIl .. Regicide PelJCt!: 

ON THB PROBABLB LBNGTH O. Til. WAR WITH 

'RANCB.-'Whenever the advene party has raiAed a 
cry for peace with the regicide, the answer has been 
little more than this, «that the administration wi.bed 
for IlUCh a peace, full 88 much 88 the oppooition; but 
that the time W88 not convenient for making it," 
Whatever ebe has been .aid W88 much in the oarne 
spirit. Reasona of th;' kind never touched the sub
stantial merits of the war. They were in the nature 
of dilatory pleao, esceptioDB of form, previous queo
tiOD.l. Aeeordingly an the arguments again.t a 
compliance with what W88 represented 88 the popular 
desire, (urged on with all poIIible vehemence and 
eameotn .... by the jaoobina,) have appeared flat and 
languid, feeble and et'wve. They appeared to aim 
only at gaining time. They never entered into the 
peculiar and distinctive character of the war. They 
spoke neither to the undentanding nor to tbe beart. 
Cold 88 iee themaelvCl, they nover eonId kindle in our 
breast a spark of that zeal which ;. necesoary to a 
con1Iiet with an advene zeal; much Ie.. .... ere tbey 
made to infuIe into our mind. that ltubborn, pene
vering spirit, .... hich alone i8 capable of bearing up 
against thooe vieis8itndes of fortune .... hich will pro
bably oceur, and thooe hnrthena, which mDKt be inerit
ably home, in a long .... ar. I speak it emphatically, 
and with a deme that it .houId be marked, in a Itntg 
...... ; becaue, without such a war, DO experience hal 
yet told .. , that a daDgerona power has et'er been 
reduced to _ or to reason.. I do not throw 
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back my view to the Peloponnesian war of twenty
seven Yeal'll; nor to two of the Punic wars, the first 
of twenty-four, the second of eighteen; nor to the 
more recent war concluded by the treaty of West
pha�ia, which continued, I think, for thirty. I go to 
what is but just fallen behind living memory, and 
immediately touches our own country. Let the 
portion of our history from the year 1689 to 1713 
be brought before UB. • • • • • 

While that first war (which was ill amothered by 
the treaty of Ryswick) slept in the thin ashes of a 
seeming peace, a new conflagration was in it. im
mediate causes. .a. fresh and a far greater war was 
in preparation. .a. ye8l' had hardly elapsed when 
arrangements were made for renewing the oontest 
with tenfold fury. The step!! which were taken at 
that time, to compose, to reconcile, to unite, and to 
discipline, all Europ!! against the growth of France, 
certainly furnish to a statesman the nn6llt and most 
interesting part in the history of that great period. 
It formed the master-piece of King William's policy, 
dexterity, and perseverance. Full...r the idea of pre
serving, not only a local civil libeity, united witb 
order, to our country, but to embody it in the politi
cal liberty, the order, and the independence of nations 
united under a natural head, the king called upon 
his parliament to put itself into a posture "to pre
,erve to Engkmd the weight tmd inft_e it tJt present 
had 011 the council8 tJnd tJ.f!arr. ABROAD. It will be 
requisite Europe should see you will not be wanting 
to YoUl'8eIVe8." 

Ba.fHed as that monarch was, and almost heart
broken at the disappointment he met with in the 
mode he first proposed for that great end, he held 

I , 
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on hia C01lJ'8e. He 11'81 faithful to hi. object; and 
in councils, lUI in 1U"IIlB, over and over again repulsed, 
over and over again he returned to the charge. . . • 

Hia majesty did detennine; and did take and pur
sue hi. rll$Olution. In aU the totkTing imbecility of 
a new government, and with parliament totally w.
manageable, he persevered. He p<.-ncvered to expel 
the fears of hi. people by his fortitude-to steady 
their fickleness by hi~ COllJltancy-to expand tbeir 
narrow prudence, hy hia enlarged wiadom-to .ink 
tl.eir factious temper in his public .pirit.-In spite 
of hi. people he resolved to make them great and 
gloriollJl; to make England, inclined to .brink illto 
ber narrow oelf, the arhit,,,,,,, of Enrope, the tutelary 
angel of the homan race. In .pite of the ministero, 
who otaggcred nnder the weight that his mind im
pooed upon thein, un.upported lUI they felt thL"ID
oelveo by the popular spirit, he infuoed into tbem his 
own soul, he renewed in them their ancient heart, he 
rallied them in the same canoe. . . . . 

Bllt now they were fairly embarked, they were 
obliged to go with the conroe of the vessel; and the 
whole nation, split before into an hundred adverse 
factiollJl, with a king at ita head evidently declining 
to his tomb, the ... hole nation, lord., commons, and 
people, proceeded .. one body, informed by one lOul. 
r nder the Britiah union, the union of Europe w .. 
collJlOlidated; and it long held togL-ther with a de
gree of cohesion, firmn""", and fidelity, DDt known 
before or since in any political combination of that 
extent. 

J nst as the Ja.t hand "81 given to thia immenoe 
and complicawd IlUlChine, the ID&Iter .. orkman died : 
I10t the work .... fOrmed on true mechanical prio-
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ciples, and it was as truly wrought. It went by tbe 
impulse it had received from the first mover. The 
man was dead; but the grand alliance survived in 
which King William lived and reigned. That heart
Ies. and dispirited people, whom Lord Somers had 
represented about two years before, as dead in energy 
and operation, continued that war to which it was 
supposed they were unequal in mind, and in means, 
for nearly thirteen year •• 

For what have I entered into all this detail? To 
what purpose have I recalled your view to the end of 
the last century? It has been done to show that the 
British nation was then a great people- to point out 
how and by what means they came to be exalted 
above the vulgar level, and to take that lead which 
they assumed among maukind. To qualify us for 
that pre.eminence, we had then a high mind and a 
constancy unconquerable; we were then inspired with 
DO flashy passions, but such as were durable 1\8 well 
as warm, .uch as corresponded to the great intere_ts 
we had at .take. Thi. force of character was i 11-

'pired, M all ouch spirit must ever be, from abm-e. 
Government gave the impulse. As well may we 
faDey, that, of itself, the sea will.well, and that with. 
out winds the billows will insult the adverse .hore, 
M that the gross mass of the people will be mO"e,l, 
and elevated, and coutinue by a steady and perma
nent direction to bear upon one point, without the 
influence of superior authority, or superior mind_ 

Thi. impulse ought, in my opinion, to have been 
given in this war; and it ought to have heen con. 
tinued to it at every instant. It is made, if ever war 
W"" made, to touch all the great springs of action in 
the human breast. It ought not to have heen a Will' 
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of apology. The minister had, in this conftict, 
wherewithal to glory in 1tJCCeII; to be conlOled in 
adversity; to hold high his piinciple in all fortunes. 
If it were not given him to support the falling edi
fice, he ought to hury himaelf under the ruinl of the 
civilized world. All the art of Greece, and all the 
pride and power of ea.stern monarchs, Jle"fel" heaped 
upon their ashes 10 grand a monumeDt.-Uttrl 011 

Q Regicide Peaee. . 
AID oro :811 01VIIII oro .. a. 1101' ALI_ III paAIlC8.

It would not be at all difficult to prove, that an anny 
at a hundred thoU88Dd men, horae, fOOt, and artillery, 
might haft been employed agaimt the enemy on the 
very lOil which he haB umrped, at a far leu expetde 

than haB been aqrumdered away upon tropical adven
tlll"es. In these adventlll"ea it 11'81 not an enemy we 
had to nnqoiah, hut a c:emetery to conquer. In 
eanying on the war in the Weat Indies, the boootile 
.... ard ia merciful; the country in which we engage 
i.e the dreadful enemy. There the Enropean con
queror finda a erneI defeat in the .. ery fruita of hia 
~. Every adn.ntage ia bot a DeW' demand on 
England Cor recruita to the Weat Indi.on ~l'e. In 
a Weat India war, the regicides ha .. e, Cor their troopo, 
a rue of fierce barbariarut, to whom the poi.ooned m, 
in which alii" youth inhale certain death, is oaIubrity 
and life. To them the dirnate ill the IIlI"eat and _ 
faithful of alliea. 

Had we carried OD the war on the aide of Fraoee 
whicb Ioolu towardo the Channel or the Atlantic, we 
.hould have attacked OlD" enemy on hie weak and nn
anoed lide. We ahould not haft to reckon on the 
lou of a maD, who did not faIl in battle. We .hould 
hue au ally in the heart of the country, who, to alii" 
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hundred thousand, would at one time have added 
eighty thoUll8Jld men at the leut, and all animated 
by principle, by enthusiaam, and by vengeance; 
motivea which secured them to the CRuse in a "ery 
different manner from some of those alliea whom we 
lubsidized with millions. Tbia oIly, (or rather tbia 
principo1 in the war,) by the confession of the regi
cide hlmself, was more formidable to him than all bia 
other foea united. Warcing there, we should have 
led our arms to the capitol of Wrong. Defeated, we 
could not fail (proper precautioIl8 taken) of a lure 
retreat. Stationary, and ouly supporting the royalists, 
an impenetrable barrier, &n impregnable rampart, 
would have been formed between the enemy and bia 
navel power. Weare probably the ouly nation who 
have declined to act against in enemy, when it might 
have been done in bia own country; and who having 
an armed, a powerful, and 'a long victorious ally in 
that country, declined all effectual co-operation, and 
luffered him to perish for want of support. On the 
plan of a war in France, every advantage that our 
ollie. might obtain would be doubled in ita effect. 
Disasters on the one side might have a fair chance 
of being compensated by victoriea on the other. 
Had we brought the main of our force to bear upon 
that quarter, all the operations of the British and 
Imperial crowns would have been combined. The 
war would have had system, correspondence, and a 
certain direction. But as the war has been pursued, 
the operations of the two crowns have not the smallest 
degree of mutuel bearing or relation.-Letter. OR a 
Regicide Peace. 

THB WAR RBALLY A WAR ow TBII lACOBIN8 

AOAI NST IItTROPB.-As long as these powers ftattered 
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themaelves that the menace of force would produce 
the effect of force, they acted on those declarations : 
but when their menaces failed !If success, their etrom 
took a new direction. It did not appear to them 
that .;nne aud heroism onght to be purchased by 
millions of rix-dollan. It is a dreadful truth, but it 
is a truth that cannot be concealed; in ability, in 
dexterity, in the distinctneoo of their views, the jaco
bins are our superiors. They IlaW the thing right 
from the very beginning. Whatever were the first 
motives to the war among politiciana, they law that 
in ito spirit, and for ito objects, it w ... a cit-il war; 
and 88 such they pursued it. It is a war between 
the partisans of the ancient, civil, moral, and politi. 
cal order of Europe, against a sect of Canatical and 
ambitioWl atheioto which means to change thera all. 
It is not France extending a foreign empire o.er 
other nations: it is a sect aiming at univenoa\ empire, 
and beginning with the conqnet<t of France. The 
leaders of that sect secured the centre of Europe; and 
that oecared, they knew, that .. -I.stever migJ,t be the 
event of battles and sieges, their cmue was victo..wu •• 
-Letter. IJII a Regicide Peace. 

RIGH1' o. BC&OPJ: TO MAKE WAa CPO,. THE 'RES'CD 

a!';PuBLlc.-1n describing the nuiaance erected by 80 
peatilential a manufactory, by the conatruction 01 80 
inCamoWl a brothel. by digging a nigbt..,.,\lar (or 
ouch thieves, mnrderero, and house-breakers, as nC'rer 
infeated the ... orld, I am 80 far from aggravatiug, that 
I haTe fallen infinitely .hort of the evil ~o man 
who has attended to the particu\ara of ... hat has beeu 
done in France, and combined them ... ith the prin. 
eip\ee there asoerted, can JlO'l'Iloly douht it. When 
I compare with this great eanse of oationa, the triJling 
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points of honour, the still more contemptible points 
of interest, the light ceremonies and undefinable 
punctilios, the dispute. about precedency, the lower
ing or the hoisting of a sail, the dealing in a hundred 
or two of wild cat-skins on the other side of the 
glohe, which have often kindled up the flames of war 
hetween nations, I stand astonished at those persons 
who do not feel a resentment, not more natural than 
politic, at the atrocious insults that this monstrous 
compound offers to the dignity of every nation, and 
who are not alarmed with what it thr!)atens to their 
gafety. 

I have therefore been decidedly of opinion, with 
our declaration at Whitehall, in the beginning of 
this war, that the vicinage of Europe had not only a 
right, but an indispensahle duty, and an exigent 
interest, to denunciate this new work before it had 
produced the danger we have so sorely felt, and which 
we shall long feel. The example of what i. done by 
France is too important not to have a vast and 
extensive influence; and that example, backed with 
its power, mnst bear with great force on those who are 
near it; especially on those who shall recognise the 
pretended republic on the principle upon which it now 
.tand •• It is not an old structure which you haye found 
as it is, and are not to dispute of the original end and 
design with which it had been so fashioned. It is a 
rec"nt wrong, lind can plead no prescription. It vio
lates the rights upon which not only the community 
of France, but those on which all communities are 
founded. The principles on which they proceed are 
pennal principles, and are as true in England 11-' in 
any other COWltry. They, who (thongh with the p"rest 
intentions) recognise the authority of these regi-

I 3 
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cidea and robbers upon principle, justify their acto 
and establillh them ao precedentt. It is a queotion 
not between France and England. It is a question 
between property and force. The propel ty claims; 
and its claim hao been allowed. The property of the 
nation is the nation. They, who mUMcre, plunder, 
and expel, the body of the proprietary, are murderen 
and robben. The state, in itt essence, must be 
moral and just: and it may be 10, though a tyrant 
or usurper should be accidentally at the head of it. 
This is a thing to be lamented: but this notwith
.tanding, the body of the commonwealth may remain 
in all itt integrity and be perfectly oound in itt com
position. The present C88e is diJl'ereot. It is not a 
revolution in government. It is not the victory of 
party over party. It is a deotruction and derom
position of the whole oociety; whieh never eao be 
made of right by any factUm, however powerful, nor 
without terrible eonseq""""'" to all about it, hotb in 
the act and in the example. This pretended republic 
ia founded in crimes, and exiatt by wrong and r0b
bery; and wrong and robbery. far from a title to 
anything, is w ... with mankind To be at peace 
with robbery is to be an aceomp1ice with it. 

Mere Ioeality dam Dot eon.otitute a body politic. 
Had Carle and his gang got ~ of LondoD, 
they would Dot ha,.e been the lord mayor, aldermen, 
and common council. The body politic of Franee 
exiated in the maje.ty of itt throne, in the dignity of 
itt nobility, in the honour of its gentry, in the .... ctity 
of itt clergy, in the ret'erence of itt magistral..,., in the 
Yri{!ht and CIJDIideration due to itt landed property 
in the ..,.,.eral baillage., in the respect due to ito 
moveable wbotance repreaented by the corporatioJUI 
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of the kingdom. All these particular I1I()leeulaJ united 
form the great m888 of what is truly the body politic 
in all countries. They are 10 many deposits and 
receptacles of justice; beca.use they can ouly exist 
by justice. Nation ia a moral essence, not a geo
graphical arrangement, or a denomination of the 
nomenciator. France, though out of her territorial 
p08le88ion, emts; becsuae the sole possible claimant, 
I mean the proprietary, and the government to 
which the proprietary adheres, emts, and claims. 
God forbid, that if you were expelled from your 
house by rufIiaJi.a and as_ins, that I should call the 
material walls, OOOl'8, and windows of , the 
ancient and honourable family of '. Am I to 
transfer to the intruden, who not content to tum 
you out naked to the world, would rob you of your 
very name, all the esteem awl respect lowe to you ? 
The regicides in France are not France. France is 
out of her bounds, but the kingdom is the same. 

To illustrate my opinions on this aubject, let us 
8UpPOse a ca.se, which, after what hll8 happened, we 
cannot think absolutely impossible, though the 
augury is to be abominated, awl the event deprecated 
with our moat ardent prayers. Let U8 auppose then, 
that our gracious sovereign W811 aacriJ.egioualy mur
dered; his exemplary queen, at the head of the 
matronage of this lawl, murdered in the same man
ner; that those princesses, whOle beauty and modest 
elega»ce are the ornaments of the country, and who 
are the leadera and patterns of the ingenuous youth 
of their sex, were pnt to a cruel and ignominions 
death, with hundreds of othera, mothers and daugh
ters, ladies of the first distinction ;-that the Prince 
of Wales awl the Duke of York, princes the hope 
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Ilnd pride of tilt nation, with all their brethren, were 
forced to fly from the knivCl of as ..... in..--that the 
whole body of our exeeDent clerb'Y were eithtT mas
oacred or robbed of all, and transported-the t1 .. iB-· 
tian religion in all its denomination., forhidtk'U and 
peroecuted-the law totally, fundamt'Utally, and in 
all its parts destroyed-the judges put to death by 
revolutionary tribunals- the peen and commona 
rohhed to the Iast acre of their eotates; ID8IIacred if 
they .taid, or obliged to oeek life in flight, in exile 
and in beggary-that the whole Iandt"! prop<Tty 
should .hare the very same fate-that every military 
and naval officer of honoor and rank, almo.t to a 
man, should be placed in the aame description of 
confiscation and exile-that the principal merchants 
and bankers should be drawn out, 8A from a hen
coop, for 8laughter_hat tile citizens of our greate.t 
and moot floun.hing cities, when the hand and the 
machinery of the hangman were not found .ufficit'llt, 
should have been collccted in the puhlic lI'JlUU'CII, 
and maoaaered by thouoands with cannon ;-if three 
hundred thousand others should have been doomed 
to a oituation wone than death in noisome and p<.1Iti
\entia! prison. ;-in .nch a case, is it in the faction 
of robben I am to look for my country~ Would 
this be the England that you and I, and even 
otrangero, admired, honoured, loved, and cheriol,ed ? 
Would not the exiles of England alone be my goven._ 
ment and my fellow-dtizcns? Wonld not tltt.;.
placea of refuge be my temporary COlJI1try ? W onM 
not all my dutiea and all my afl'oc1iom be there, and 
there only? Should I cowider myself .. a traitor to 
my country, and deaerring of death, if I knocked at 
the door and heart of errery potentate in Christendom 
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'to succour my friends, and to Rvengt!'them on their 
enemies? Could I, in any way, show myself more a 
patriot? What should I tlrink of those potentates 
·who insulted their suffering brethren; who treated 
tliem as vagrants, or at least as mendicants; and 
could find no allies, no friends, but in regicide 
murderers and robbers? What ought I to think 
and feel, if, being geographers instead of kings, they 
recognised the desolated citiea, the wasted fields, and 
the rivers polluted with blood, of this geometrical 
measurement, as the honourable member of Europe, 
called England? In that condition what should we 
think of Sweden" Denmark, or Holland, or whatever 
power afforded us a churlish aud treachi9'ous hospi
tality, if they should invite us to join the standard of 
our king, our laws, and our religion, if they should 
give us a direct promise of protection-if, after aU 
this, taking advantage of our deplorable situation, 
which leR us no choice, they were to treat us as the 
lowest and vilest of aU mercenaries? If they were to 
send us far from the aid of our king, and our suffering 
country, to squander us away in the most pestilential 
climates for a venal eulargement of their own terri
tories, for the purpose of trucking them, when 
obtained, with those very robbers and murderers 
they had called upon us to oppose with our blood? 
'That would be our sentiments, if in that Duserable 
service we were not to be considered either as English, 
or as Swedes, Dutch, Danes, but as outcasts of the 
human race? Whilst we were fighting those battles 
of their interest, and as tbeir soldiers, how should we 
feel if we were to be excluded from aU their cartels ? 
How must we feel, if the pride and flower of the 
English nobility and gentry, who might escape the 
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peotilential clime, and the devouring .word, .hould, 
if taken prisoners, be delivered over a.o rebel aubjccta, 
to be condemned a.o rebels, a.o traiton, a.o the rueot 
of all criminals, by tribunalo fOrmed of Maroon negro 
.laves, covered over with the blood of their JDMten, 
who were UIlIde free and organised into judgea, for 
their robberiea and murders? What ahould we feel 
under this inhnman, inIuIting, aod barbaroUi pro_ 
teetion ofMD8COvitea, SwedeA, or HoUanden? Should 
we not obtest Heaven, and whateo'er jllltice there ;. 
yet on earth? Oppreaainn makea wise men mad; 
but the distemper is atill the madneu of the wi.e, 
which is better than the IObriety of Coole. The cry 
is the voice of sacred miIery, exalted, not into wild 
raving, but into the aanctified frenzy of prophecy 
and inapiration-in that bitterneal of IOUl, io that 
indignation of lDII'ering virtue, in that exaltat~ of 
deopair, would not peraecuted Englioh loyalty cry 
oot, with an awful warning voice, and denounce the 
destruction that waitl on monareho, who comider 
fidelity to them aa the moat degrading of all vices ; 
who an1l"er it to be punilhed u the moot abominable 
of all crimea; and who have no reapeet but for reflele, 
traiton, regicidea, and Cnrioua negro olanl, wh.
crimea have broke their chaino ? Would not thia 
warm langnage of high indignation have more of 
IODDd realDn in it, more of real alfeetion, more of 
true attachment, than all the lnllabiea of /l.atterero, 
who wonId huh monarcho to oleep in the &rmI of 
death ? Let them be well eonvinced, that if ever 
thio eumple .houId preYail in ito whole extent, it 
will haye ito full operation.. Whilat kingo otand firm 
on their hue, though IlIlder that hue there is a lure
wrought mine, there will not be wanting to their 
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levees Ii single person of those who are attached to 
their fortune, and not to their persons or caWle: but 
herea.ft;er none will support a tottering throne. Some 
will fly for fear of being crushed under the ruin, 
aome will join in making it. They will seek in the 
destruction of royalty, fame, and power, and wealth, 
and the homage of kings, with Reu/Jel, with CO/NIOt, 
with Revellih"e, and with the MerlinB lind the Talliem, 
rather than suffer exile and beggary with the Crnuii8, 
or the Broglio8, the Castries, the D' Avrau, the Ser
rtni8, the Cazalia, and the long line ofloyal suffering, 
patriot nobility, or to be butchered with the ondes 
and the victims of the laws, the D' Ormeaonr, the 
D' Eapremenila, and the Male8herbea. This example 
we .hall give, if instead of adhering to our fellows in 
a C&Wle whieh is an honour to us all, we abandon the 
layful government and lawful eorporate body of 
France, to hunt for a shameful and ruinoWi fra
ternity, with this odioWi Wlurpation that disgraces 
civilised 80ciety and the human race. 

And is then example nothing? It is everything. 
Example is the echool of mankind, and they will 
learn at no other. This war is a war against that 
example. It is not a war for Louie the Eighteenth, 
or even for the property, virtue, fidelity of France. 
It is a war for George the Third, for Francis the 
Second, and for all the dignity, property, honour, 
virtue, and religion of England, of Germany, and 
of all nations.-Letter. on a Regicide Peace. 

ABSURDITY OP COMPARING THB PBENCH DlaECTOB.Y 

WITH THE BRITISH CONSTITUTION.- To dispose us 
towards this peace,_ attempt, in which our author 
hu, I do not know whether to call it, the good, or ill 
fortune to agree with whatever is most seditious, 
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factiOUB, and treasonable in thia country, we are told 
by many dealers in .peculation, but not 110 distinctly 
by the author himsclf, (too. great distinctne.. of 
affirmation not being hia fau)t,)-but we are told, 
that the French have lately obtained a very pretty 
BOn of constitution, and that it reoemblcl the Driti.h 
constitution R8 if they had been twinned togcther in 
the womb--mire ,agacu jallere /wapite. dUimTTlffl 
ob.curum. It may be 80; but I coof_ I am not yct 
made to it; nor ia the noble anthor. He finds the 
" elements" excellent; bnt the diapoBition very inar
tificia\ indeed. Contrary to wbat we might expect 
at Paris-the meat iA good, the cookery abominabl.c. 
I agree with him fully in the laot; and if I were 
forced to allow the first, I should still think, with 
our old coarse bye-word-that the Bame power, "hid, 
furnished all their former re.lauraleur., IICIlt alll(} thtir 
pre&ent cook. I ha .. e a great opinion or Thomas 
Paine, and of all biB prodUctiODl; I remember h .. 
having been one of the committee for fonning one of 
their annual constitutions; I mean the admirable 
constitution of 1793, after having heen a cham"'" 
conncil to the no less admirable constitution of 17111. 
ThUo piom patriot has biB eyes still directed to hi. 
native country, notwithotaoding her ingratitude to 
80 kind a benefactor. ThUo outlaw of England, and 
la"gi .. er to France, is uow, in BeCret probably, trying 
biB hand again: and inviting DI to him by making 
biB constitution roeh, R8 may give hia di.,:i!,l"" in 
England some plaruihle pretext for going into the 
honae, that be has opened. We ba .. e di.covered, it 
ieems, that all, which the boasted wiotlom of oul' 
anceoton baa laboured to bring to perfeA:!ion (or iii .. 
or _eu centurieo, is nearly, or altogether, matched 
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in six or seven days, at the leisure hours and sober 
intervals of Citizen Thomas Paine. 

" But thougb the tre&charons tapster Thomas, 
" Hangs a new Angel, two doo1'8 from us, 
" As fine 88 daube1'8' hands ca.n make it, 
"In hopes that strangers may miBtake it ; 
" We think it both a. shame and sin 
"To quit the good old Angel Inn." 

Indeed, in this good old house, where everything, 
at least, is well aired, I shall be content to put up 
my fatigued horses, and here take a bed for the long 
night, that begins to darken upon me.-Letter. on a 
Regicide Peace. 

THE LOWER AND HIGHER CLASSES DURING THE 
PERIOD OF A WAR.-I know that it has been a cry 
usual on this occasion, as it has been upon occasions 
where such a cry could have less apparent justifica
tio~ that great distress and misery have been the 
coneequenctt of this war, by the burthens brought 
and laid upon the people. But to know where the 
burthen really lies, and where it presses, we must 
divide the people. All to the common people, their 
stock is in their persons and in their earnings. I 
deny that the stock of their persons is diminished in 
a greater proportion than the common sources of 
populousness abundantly fill up; I mean constant 
employment; proportioned pay according to the pro
duce of the soil, and, where the soil fails, according 
to the operation of the general capital; plentiful 
nourishment to vigorous labour; comfortable pro
vision to decrepit age, to orphan infancy, and to 
accidental malady. I Bay nothing to the policy- of 
the provision for the poor, in all the variety of faces . 
under which it presents itself. This is the matter of 
another inquiry. I only just speak of it as of a fact, 
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taken with othen, to support me in my denial, th"t 
hitherto anyone of the ordinary IODrC61 of the 
increase of mankind ill dried up by this Wid'. I 
affirm, wbat I can well prove, that tbe wute luuo been 
leas than the anpply. To say that in war no man 
must be killed, ill to OAy that there ought to be no Wid'. 

This tbey may 8ay, wbo wisb to talk idly, and who 
would diAplay their bumanity at tbe expenoe of tbeir 
honesty, or their undentaoding. :u more lives are 
lost in this Will' than neeeaaity requires, they are Iooot 
by miocondnct, or miAtake, but if the bOtrtility be 
just the error ill to be correeted; the war ia not to 
be abandoned. 

That the otock of the common people, in numbers, 
io not Iesoened, any more than tbe ea~ are im. 
paired, ill maDifeat, without being at the paino of an 
actnaI numeration. An improved and impr!fiug 
agricnIture, which impIieo a great augmentation of 
labour, baa not yet (ound itself at a Itaod, uo, not 
(or a lingle moment, for want of the neceaoary hando, 
either in the oettIed )lTOgreu of hnobandry, or in the 
oceuionaI preanre of harveata. I have even re:uon 
to believe that there baa been a much omall." im. 
p?rtation, or the demand of it, &om a neigh bonrin« 
kingdom, than in former timea, when agriculture 
W81 limited in ito extent and ito meana, and 11' hen 
the time 11'81 a -.on of profound~. On tbe 
contrary, the pro1i1ic fertility of country life bao 
poured ito anpertlnity of popnIation into tbe canab, 
and into other public worlo, which of late yean we 
been undertaken to 10 amazing an extent, and which 
bYe not only not been discontinued, bot, beyond all 
expectation, pnohed on with ftdonbIed vigour, in a 
WIll' that caIIo for 10 many of our men, and 10 much 
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of our riches. An increasing capital calls for labour : 
and an increasing population answere to the csIl. 
Our manllfiwtures, augmented both fur the Illpply of 
foreign and domestic conlllmption, reproducing, with 
the means of life, the multitudes 'which they use and 
WftSte, (and which many of them devour much more 
surely and much more largely than the war,) have 
alway. found the laborious hand ready for the liberal 
pay. That the price of the soldier is highly raised is 
true. . In part this rise may be owing to some 
mea1Ure8 not so well considered in the beginning of 
this war; but the grand cause h8S been the reluctance 
of that claaa of people from whom the soldiery is 
taken, to enter into a military life, not that but once 
entered into, it h8S its conveniences, and even its 
pleasures. I have seldom known a soldiel' wbo, at 
the intercession of his friends, and at their no small 
~ge, had been redeemed from that discipline, that 
in a short time was not eager to return to it again. 
But the true reason is the abundant occupation, and 
the augmented stipend, found in town., and villages, 
and farms, which leaves a smaller number of persons 
to be disposed of. The price of men for new and 
untried ways of life must bear a proportion to the 
profits of that mode of existence from whence they 
are to be bought. 

So far as to the stock of the common people, as it 
consist. in their persons. All to the other part, which 
aonsists in their earningo, I have to say, that the 
rates of wages are very greatly augmented almost 
through the kingdom. In the parish where I live, 
it has been raised from seven to nine shillingo in the 
week for the same labourer, performing the same 
task, and no greater. Except something in the malt 
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taxet!, and the dutiet! upon 1I1lglll'1l, I do not know any 
one tax imposed for very many yelll'1l pMt, which 
affect. the labourer in Bny degree WhatAoevl'J'; while, 
on the other hand, the tax upon hou""", not baving 
more than sevell window. (that ii, upon cottageo) 
WBI repealed the very year before the commencement 
of the present war. On the whole, I Bm .atisfied 
that the humbleat claaa, Bnd that claaa which touchea 
the most nearly on the loweat, out of which it i. 
continnally emerging, and to which it i. contiuually 
falling, receivea far more Crom pnblic impooitiona 
than it pay.. That claaa receivew two millioDII sterl
ing annually from the clasaew above it. It pay. to 
no such Bmount towards sny public contribution. 

I hope it is not necessary (ur me to take notice of 
that language, 10 ill suited to the per!IODI to whom 
it baa been attribnted, and 10 nnbecoming the place 
in which it iI IBid to have been uttered, concerning 
the present war 81 the caDle o( the high price of 
provisiona during the greater part of the year 1796. 
I presume it is only to be aacvibed to the intol""sble 
license with which the newopapers break not only 
the rnlea o( decorum, in real life, but even the 
dramatic decorum, wben they per!IOnate great men, 
and, like bad poeta, make the heroew of the piPce 
taJk more like na Grub-atreet acribblen, than in a 
otyle eonoonant to per!IOna of gravity and importallce 
in the atate. It .. 81 eaay to demonstrate the cause, 
and the IDle caDle, of that rise in the grand article 
and first necesoary of life. It would appear that it 
had no more connection with the war, than the 
moderate price to ... hich all oorto of grain were 
reduced, lOOn af"rer the retnm of Lord lfalm""bu:ry, 
bad with the atate of politic. and the fate of bi.t 



OP EDMUND BURKE. 169 

Lordship's treaty. I have quite as good reason (that 
is, DO reason at all) to attribute this abundance to 
the longer continuance of the war, as the gentlemen . 
who personate leading members of parliament have 
had for giving the enhanced price to that war, at a 
more early period of its duration. Oh, the folly of 
us poor creatures, who, in the midst of our distresses, 
or our escapes, are ready to claw or careSs one 
another, upon matters that so seldom depend on our 
wisdom or our weakness, on our good or evil conduct 
towards each other! 

An untimely shower, or an unseasonable drought; 
a frost too long C(lntinued, or too suddenly broken 
up, with rain and tempest; the blight of the spring, or 
the smut of the harvest; will do more to cause the 
distre .. of the. belly, than all the contrivances of all 
statesmen can do to relieve it. Let government pro
tect and encolll'age industry, secure property, repress 
violence, and discountenance fraud, it is all that they 
have to do. In other respects, the less they meddle 
in these affairs the better; the rest is in the hands 
of our Master and theirs. Weare in a constitution 
of things wherein-" Modo 801 nimius, modo corripit 
imber." But I will push this matter no further. As 
I have said a good deal upon it at various times 
during my public service, and have lately written 
something on it, which may yet see the light, I shall 
coutent myself now with observing, that the vigorous 
and laborious class of life has lately got, from the 
boo too of the humanity of this day, the name of 
the" labouring p()(¥('." We have heard many plans 
for the relief of the "labouring poor." This pnling 
jargon is not as innocent as it is foolish. In meddling 
with great affairs, weakness is never innoxious. 
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Hitherto the name of poor (in the ICDIe in 'II' hich it 
is uaed to excite compaslrion) baa not been u.ed for 
thOle who can, hut for thOle. who cannot, Iabour
for the sick and infirm, for orphan infancy, for 
Ianguiohing and decrepit age; but when we affect 
to pity, 81 poor, thOle who mUlt labour or the world 
cannot emt, we are triJling with the condition of 
mankind. It is the common doom of man that he 
must eat hio bread by the neat of hia brow, that is, 
by the l'II'eat of hio body or the neat of his mind. 
If thio toil was inflicted as a curoe, it ia .. might be 
expected from the cuneo of the Father of all bleuingo 
-it ia tempered with many alIeviatiom, many com· 
forta. Every attempt to fly from it, and to reflllC 
the very term! of our exiatence, become. much more 
trnly a CDrIe, and heavier painI and. pena1ti.. lall 
upon thooe who would elude the tuu which are put 
upon them by the great Muter Wonman of the 
world, who in hio dea1ingo with hio ereatur.., oympa

thiael with their weakn .. , aDd speaking of a ereation 
wrought by mere will out of nothing, opeak.I of iii,. 
daY' of /ohour and one of rut. I do not call a healthy 
young man, cheerful in hio mind, and 1'igoroua in hia 
anna, I cannot caD mch a mao, poor; I cannot pity 
my kind .. a kind. merely becuue they are men. 
Thi.o affected pity only tends to di_tiofy them with 
their condition, and to teach them to "",,11. reoourcea 
where no reaourc:ea are to be found, in _bing 
We than their own induotry, and fmgality,. and 
oohriety. Whate-rer may be the intention (which, 
beea_ I do not kDow, I cannot diJopute) of thooe 
.. ho would diaconteDt mankind by thio mange pity, 
they act towarda 1111, in the ~ .. if they 
were our wont eaemiea. 
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In turning our view from the lower to the higher 
classes, it will not be necessary for me to show at 
any length that the stock of the latter, as it consists 
in their numbers, hu not yet BU1!'ered any material 
diminution. I have not seen or heard it asserted: 
I have no reason to believe it: there is ne want of 
officers, that I have ever understood, for the new 
.hips which we commission, or the new regiments 
which we raise. In the nature of things it is not 
with their persons, that the higher classes principally 
Fay their contingent to the demands of war. There 
is another, and not less important part, which rest. 
with almost exclusive weight upon them. They 
furnish the means, 

" . _ . - _ . Bow war may best upheld 
Move by bel' two main DerMS, iron and gold, 
In all her equipage." 

Not that they are exempt from contributing also by 
their personal .ervice in the fleet. and arinies of their 
country. They do contribllte, and in their full and 
fair proportion, according to the relative proportion 
of their numbe .. in the community. They contri
bute all the mind that actuate. the whole machine. 
The fortitude required of them is very ditrm:ent from 
the unthinking alacrity of the common soldier, or 
common wlor, in the face of danger and death; it 
i8 not a p .... ion, it is not an impulae, it is not a sen
timent; it i8 Ii cool, steady, deliberate principle, 
alway. present, alway" equable; haring no connection 
with Qlger; tempering aonour with prudence ; 
incited, invigorated, and BU8tained, by a generous 
love of fame; informed, moderated, and directed by 
an enlarged knowledge of it. own great pnblic ends ; 
f10wiug in one blended stream from the opposite 
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sources of the heart and the head; carrying in itself 
it. own commission, and proving it. title to every 
other command, by the firat and mo.t difJimIlt com
mand, that of the bosom in which it resideR: it io a 
fortitude, which nnites with the courage of the field 
the more exalted and refined courage of the council ; 
which knows as well to retreat, as to advance; wbich 
can conquer as well hy delay, as by the rapidity of a 
march, or the impetuosity of an attack; which can 
he, with Fabius, the black cloud that lawen on the 
tops of the mountaillA, or witb Scipio, the thunder
bolt of war; which, undismayed by false .hame, can 
patiently endure the severest trial that a gallant 
spirit can undergo, in the taunt. and provocations of 
the enemy, the 8U8piciollA, the cold reopect, and 
"mouth honour" of those, from 1f hom it should 
meet a cheerful obedience; which nndi . ..turbed by 
faloe humanity, can calmly B88Dme that most awful 
moral responsibility of deciding, when victory may 
he too dearly purchased by the l<MA of a lingle life, 
and when the safety and glory of their country may 
demand the certain sacrifice of thoUAaDdo. DitTerent 
statiollA of command may ealI for different modifica
ti01l8 of this fortitude, but the character ooght to he 
the oame in aIL And never, in the most "palmy 
state" of our martial renl11fIl, did it ,hiDe with 
brighter luotre, than in the present I3nguinary and 
krocious hoatilitiea, wherever the British arma hne 
been carried. But, in this moot arduous and mo
mentoua conflict, which fiom ita nature .hould ha~e 
mooed na to DeY and oneumpled etTorta, I know not 
h..,.. it has been, that we have never put Corth half 
the Itrength, which we have exerted in ordinary wan. 
In the fatal battlea which have drenched the Conti-
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nent with blood, and shaken tne system of Europe to 
pieces, we have never had any considerable army of 
a magnitude to be compared to the least of' those by 
which, in former times, we so gloriously asserted our 
place as protectors, not oppressors, at the head of the 
great commonwealth of Europe. We have never 
manfully met the danger in front: and when the 
enemy, resigning to us our natural dominion of the 
ocean, and abandoning the defence of his distant 
possessions to the infernal energy of the destroying 
principles, which he had planted there for the sub. 
version of the neighbouring colonies, drove forth, by 
one sweeping law of unprecedented despotism, hi. 
armed multitudes on every side, to overwhelm the 
countries and states which Dad for centuries stood 
the firm barriers against the ambition of France; we 
drew back the arm of our military force, which had 
never been more than half raised to oppose him. 
From that time we have been combating ouly with 
the other arm of our naval power; the right arm of 
England I admit; but which struck almost unre
listed, with blows that could never reach the heart 
of the hostile mischief. From that time, without a 
lingle effort to regain those outworks, which ever till 
uow we so strenuously maintained, as the strong 
frontier of our own dignity and safety, no less than 
the liberties of Europe; with but one feeble attempt 
to succour those brave, faithful, and numerous a\liClft'., 
whom, for the first time since the days of our Edwards 
and Henrys, we now have in the bosom of France 
itself; we have been intrenching, and fortifying, and 
garrisoning ourselves at home: we have been re
doubling security on security, to protect ourselves 
from invasion, which has now first become to us a 

It 
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seriOWl object of alarm and terror. Alaa I the li,w 
of WI who have protracted life in any meaoure near 
to the extreme limita of our ahort period have been 
condemned to lee strange thing.; new ayatern. of 
policy, new prineiplea, and not only new men, but 
what might appear a new apecies of men. I believe 
that any pet'8OD who 11'81 of age to take a part in 
public affairs forty yean ago (if the intermediate 
.pace of time were expunged from his wemory) would 
hardly credit hia aenaes, when he ahould hear from 
the higheat authority, that an army of two hundred 
thoUll8nd men 11'81 kept up in this island, and that 
in the neighbouring uland there were at leaat four
score th(JUIIBDd more. But when he had recovered 
from hia anrpriae on being told of thia army, "hieh 
h81 not ita parallel, what mWlt be hia aatoniahment 
to be told again, that thia mighty force 11'81 kept up 
for the mere pnrpoae of an inert and p8IIive defence, 
and that in ita far greater part, it 11'81 diaabled by ita 
constitution and very eoaence from dLofending UI 

against an enemy by anyone preventive stroke, or 
anyone operatiou of active hoatility 1 What mWlt 
hia refleqiona be on learning further, that a fleet of 
Ih'e hundred men of war, the best appointed, and to 
the full 81 ably commanded &I thia CODntry ever had 
upon the aea, 11'81 for the greater part employed in 
earrying on the IlUI1e ayatem of unenterpriaing 

tlefence? what mWlt be the aentimenta and feelings 
of one who rememben the former energy of Eng
land, when he io given to undentand that these two 
iolande, with their extensive and everywhere vnI
nerahIe coast, .hould be considered 81 a garrisoned 
aea-town; what would mch a man, .. hat .. ould any 
man think, if the garrison of ao atrange a furtre.a 
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should be such, and 80 feebly commanded, as never 
to make a sally; and that, contrary to all which ltu 
hitherto been seen in war, an infinitely inferior army, 
With the shattered relics of an almost annihilated 
navy, ill found and ill manned, may with safety 
besiege this superior garrison, and, without, hazard
ing the life of a man, ruin the place, merely by the 
menaces and false appearances of an attack? Indeed, 
indeed, my dear friend, I look npon this matter of 
our defensive system as much the most important of 
all considerations at this moment. It has oppressed 
me with many anxious thoughts, which, more than 
auy bodily distemper, have sunk me to the condition 
in which you know that I am. Should it please 
Providence to restore to me, even the late weak 
remains of my strength, I propose to make this 
matter the subject of a particular discussion. I only 
mean here to argue, that the mode of conducting the 
war on our part, be it good or bad, has prevented 
even the common havoc of war in our population, 
and especially among that class, whose duty and 
privilege of superiority it is, to lead the way amidst 
the perils and slaughter of the field of battle. 

The other CRuses, which sometimes affect the num
bers of the lower classes, but which I have shown 
not to have existed to any such degree during this 
war-penury, cold, hunger, nakedness--do not easil~ 
reach the higher orders of society. I do not dread 
for them the slightest taste of these calamities from 
the distress and pressure of the war. They have 
much more to dread in that way from the confisca.
tions, the rapines, the burnings, and the massacres 
that may follow in the train of a peace, which shall 
establish the devastating and depopulating principles 

II. a 
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and example of the French regicides in IICCUrity, ,""l 
triumph, and dominion. In the ordiuary COtlJ1le of 
human affairs any check to population among men 
in ease and opulence ill Ie •• to be apl'reh,mdcd from 
what they may 8uffer, than from what they enj"Y. 
Peace ill more likely to he injurious to them in that 
respect than war. The exce!l!lC. of dcliClU."y, repollC, 
and 8atiety, are as nnfavourahle as the extremes of 
hardship, toil, and want, to the increase and multi
plication of our kind. Indeed the abURe of the 
bounties of nature, much more .urely than any 
partial privation of them, tends to intercept that 
precious boon of a oecond and dearer life in our 
progeny, which was bestowed in the first great com
mand to man from the All-gracious Gi,-er of all, 
whose name be blessed, whether he gi'-cs or takcs 
away. Hill hand, in f:Very page of his hook, h .... 
written the lesaon of moderation. Our physical well
being, our moral worth, our locial happines., our 
political tranquillity, all depend on that control of 
all our appetites and passion., which the ancient. 
designed by the cardinal ,-inne of Temperance.
Letler. on a Regicide Peace. 

TUE ElIIBA881EI TO THE FaENCH aEPi:BLIC r&DM 

THE DUnSEN? ITATER OP Et:soPE.-To th""" .. ho 
do not 1o,-e to contemplate the fall of human great
neos, I do not know S more mortifying .pectacle, 
lhan to ICC the a.soemLled majerty of the crowned 
heads of Europe waiting aa patient IIlliton in the 
ante-chamber of regicide. They .. ait, it oeeml, until 
the a.onguinary tyrant Canwt .hall haTe mortcd 
.... ay the Comes of the indigcated blood of hill IO'-e
reign. Then, -hen, 8UDk on the dowu of mnrped 
pomp, he .haIl have oufficiently indulged hill medita-
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tions with what monarch he shall next glut his 
ravening maw, he may condescend to signify that "it 
is his pleasure to be awake; and that he is at leisure 
to receive the proposals of his high and mighty 
clients for the terms on which he may respite the 
execution of the sentence he has passed upon them. 
At the opening of those doors,what a sight it must 
he to bebold the plenipotentianes of royal impotence, 
in the precedency which they will intrigne to obbrin, 
and which will be granted to them according to the 
seniority of their degradation, sneaking into the regi
-cide presence, and, with the relics of the smile, wmoh . 
they had dressed up for the levee of their masters, 
still flickering on their curled lips, presenting the 
faded remains of their courtly graces, to meet the 
scornful, ferocious, sardonic grin of a bloody ruffian, 
who, wlrilst he is receiving their homage, is measur
ing them with his eye, and fitting to their size the 
slider of his gnillotine I These ambassadors may 
easily return as good courtiers as they went; but can 
they ever return from that degrading residence loyal 
and faithful subjects; or with any true affection to 
their master, or true attachment to the constitution, 
religion, or laws of their country? There is great 
danger that they, who enter smiling into this Tri
phonian cave, will come out .of it sad and serious 
conspirators; and such will continue as long as they 
live. They will become true conductors of contagio1l 
to every country wmch has had the nrisfortnne to 
Bend them to the 80uree of that electricity. At best 
they will become totally indifferent to good and evil, 
to one institution or another. This species of in
difference is but too generally distinguishable in those 
who have been much employed in foreign court.; 
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but in the present CII8e the evil m1ll!t be aggravated 
without measure j for they go from their COUDtry, 
not with the pride of the old characteT, but in a !!tate 
of the lowest degradation j anol what mullt happen in 
their place of reoidence can have no effect in raioing 
them to the level of true dignity, or of chaste self. 
estimation, either sa men, or 811 representatives of 
crowned heads.-Letten 011 II RegicUk Peace. 

EMBA .. Y P]wM 'l'USCAIIIY ro rDE pUKeD BE

PUBLIC.-Your Lordship will pardon Ine for thia no 
very long reflection on the .hort but excellent speech 
of the plumed director to the ambaseador of Cap
padocia. The imperial amba.Hador W811 not in waiting, 
but they found fur Auetria a good J ndean n-pre
sentation. With great jndgment hia Highnese, the 
Gl"BIld Duke, had sent the most atheietic coxcomb to 
be found in Florence, to represent, at the bar of 
impiety, the boose of apostolic Majesty, and the 
descendante ol the pioue, though high-min,) ... !, Maria 
Theresa. He W811 sent to humble the whole race ol 
Auetria before thoee grim IIMBIIIine, reeking with the 
blood of the daughter ol Maria There.a, • hom they 
sent, half dead, in a dung~ to a cruel eucntion j 
and thia tnJe-born eon of apostaey and infidelity, 
thia reuegado from the faith, and from all honour 
and all humanity, drove an Anetrian coach over the 
atones .hich were yet wet· with her blood j-with 
that blood, which dropped f!Yery step through her 
tumbre!, all the way .he WM drawn from the horrid 
prison, in which they had lini.hed all the cruelty 
and harron, not eucuted in the We ol the sun! 
The Hnngarian mbjecta ol lfaria Thereaa, when 
they drew their _ords to defend her righte against 
Fnmce, ca1led her, with oorreetneae ol truth, though 
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not with the same correctness, perhaps, of grammar, 
a king: Moriamur pro rege nostro Maria Theresa.
She lived and died a king, and others will have sub
jects ready to make the same vow, when, in either 
sex, they shew themselves real kings.-LetterB on a 
Regicide Peace. 

RUPTURE OP THE NEGOCIATlONS POR PEACE.-I 

thank yon for the bimdle of state-papers which I 
received yesterday. I have travelled through the 
negociation; and a slui, founderous road it is. There 
is a sort of standing jest against my countrymen, 
that one of them on his journey having found a 
piece of pleasant road, he proposed to his companion 
to go over it again. This proposal with regard to 
the worthy traveller's final destination. was certainly 
a blunder. It was no blunder as to his inImediate 
satisfaction; for the way was pleasant. In the irk
some journey of the regicide negociations it is other
wise: OUl' "paths are not paths of pleasantness, nor 
OUl' ways the ways to peace." All OUl' mistakes (if 
such they are), like those of OUl' Hiheruian traveller, 
are mistakes of repetition; and they will be full as 
far from bringiug US to OUl' place of rest, as his well 
considered project was from forwardiug him to hi. 
inn. Yet I see we persevere. Fatigued with our 
former course, too listless to explore a new one, kept 
in action by inertness, moving only because we have 
been in motion, with a sort of plodding perseverance, 
we resolve to measure back again the very same joy
less, hopeless, and inglorious track. Backward and 
forward; oscillation not progression; much going in 
a scanty space; the travels of a postilion, mile. 
enongh to circle the globe in one short stage; we 
have been, and we are yet to be, jolted and rattled 
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over the loose, misplaced stones, and the tl'Cocherou. 
hollows of this rough, ill kept, broken up, trcocherou. 
French canseway ! 

The declaration, which brings up the rear of the 
papers laid before parliament, contains a revi"" and 
a reasoned summary of all oW' attempts, and all our 
failures; a concise but correct narrative or the pain
ful steps taken to bring on the _y or a treaty at 
Paris; a clear exposure of all the rebuW. we received 
in the progress of t~t experiment; an honest con
fession of our departure from all the rules and all 
the principles or political negociation, and or com
mon prudence, in the conduct of it; and to crown 
the whole, a fair account or the atrocious manner 
in which the regicide enemies had broken up what 
had been 80 inanspicionsly begun and 80 feebly 
carried on, by finally, and with all scorn, driving our 
8uppliant amhassador out or the limits of their 
tl8lU'pation. 

Even after all that I have lately IICCD, I was a little 
IIIIl'prised at this expomre. A minute dioplay of 
hopes formed without foundation, and or labou .. 
pursued without froit, is a thing not very flattering 
to self-estimation. Bnt truth has its rights, and it 
will 88IICrt them. The declaration, after doing all 
this with a mortifying candour, eoncludei the whole 
recapitulation with an engsgement still more extra
ordinary than all the unumal matter it contains. It 
says, "That His :Majesty, who had entered into this 
uegociation with good faith, who has mWered .... 
impediment to prevent his JI1'*'COting it with 
tlllrflat_ tmd ftnceriIy, has DOW tmly to IJJmeTIJ ita 
abrnpt termination, and to :reD"" ia the fau of aU 
Ewope the lOinrm deelarati<m, that whenever hi. 
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enemies shall be disposed to enter upon the work of 
a general pacification in a spirit of conciliation and 
equity, nothing shall be wanting on his part to 
contribute to the accomplishment of that great 
object." 

If the disgusting detail of the accomulated insults 
we have received, in what we have properly called 
our " solicitstion," to a gang of felons and murderers, 
had been produced as a proof of the utter inefficacy 
of that mode of proceeding ~th that description 
of persons, I should have nothing at all to object to 
it. It might furnish matter conclusive in argument, 
and instructive in policy; but with all due submis
sion to high authority, and with all decent deference 
to superior lights, it doea not seem quite clear to 
a discernment no better than mine, that the pre
mises in that piece conduet irresistibly to the con
clusion. A laboured display of the ill conseqnences 
which have attended an uniform course of submission 
to every mode of contumeliou. insult, with which 
tbe desporum of a proud, capricious, insulting, and 
implacable foe haa chooen to buffet our patience, 
doea not appeat, to my poor thoughts, to be properly 
brought forth aa a preliminary to justify a resolution 
of persevering i!I the very same kind of conduet, 
towards the very same oort of person, and on the 
very same principles. We .tate our experience, and 
then we come to the manly resolution of acting in 
~ontradiction to it. All that haa passed at Paris, to 
the moment of our being shamefully hisoed off that 
stage, haa been nothing but a more oolemn repre
sentation, on the theatre of the nation, of what had 
been before in rehearsal at Basle. Ao it is not only 
confessed by us, bnt made a matter of charge on the 

III 



202 TIIB WI8DOH AIIID GEIIIU. 

enemy, that he had given 111 no encouragement to 
believe there W88 a change in hi. disposition or in 
hia policy at any time subsequent to tbe period of 
hia rejecting our first overtlU'ell, there seems to have 
been no 880ignBhle motive for sending Lord Malmes
bury to Paris, except to expose hi. hnmblcd country 
to the worot indignitieo, and the first of the kind, 81 

the declaration very trnly observeo, that have been 
known in the world of negociation. 

An honest neighbour of mine 0 not altogether 
unhappy in the appIkation of an old common story 
to a preoent oeeaaion. It may be oaid of my friend, 
what Horace saY8 of a neighbour of hia, "garrit 
amla u: Te jahellu." Conversing on tho strange 
subject, he told me a cummt story of a simple 
Englioh country 'squire, who wsa persuaded by cer
tain diJettanii of hia aeqnaintance to aee the world 
and to become knowing in men and mannen. 

Among other celebrated plaeeo, it W88 recom
mended to him to vilit Constantinople. He took 
their advice. After varioUl adventnreo, not to our 
PDI'pOIe to dwell npon, he happily arrived at that 
famona eity. As lOOn 88 he had a little rep<.ed 
himaelf from hia Catigne, he took a walk into the 
atreeta; but he had not gone far, before a "ma
lignant and a turban'd Tnrk" had hia choleT roooed 
by the eareleoa and aanred air with which thia 
infidel strutted about in the metropolis of true be
liever&. In thia temper he \oat no time ill doing to 
our traveller the honoun of the place. The Tnrk 
erooaed over the way, and with perfect good will 
gave him two or three lmty kicks on the Beat of 
honour. To reoent or to return the oompliment in 
Turkey ... sa quite out of the queBtion. Our traveller, 
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since he could no otherwise acknowledge this kind 
of favour, received it with the best grace in the world 
-he made one of his most ceremonions bows, and 
begged the kicking mnssulman "to accept his per
fect assurances of high consideration." Our coun
tryman was too wise to imitate Othello in the use 
of the dagger. He thought it better, "" better it 
was, to assuage his bruised dignity with half a yard 
square of balmy diplomatic diachylon. In the dis-
8.IIters of their friends, people,~e seldom wanting in 
a laudable patience. When mey are such "" do not 
threaten to end fatally, they become even matter of 
pleasantry. The English fellow-traveller. of our 
sufferer, finding him a little out of spirits, entreated 
him not to take 80 slight a business so very serionsly. 
They told him it was the cnstom of the country; 
that every country had its customs; that the Turkish 
manners were a little rough; but that in the main 
the Turks were a good-natured people; that what 
would have been a deadly affront anywhere else, W88 

ouly a little freedom there; in short, they told him 
to think no more of the matter, and to try his for~ 
tune in another promenade. But the 'squire, though 
a little clownish, had some home-bred sense. What I 
have I come, at all this expense and trouble, all the 
way to Constantinople ouly to be kicked? Without 
going beyond my own stable, my groom, for half
a-crown, would have kicked me to my heart's content. 
I don't Vl68U to stay in Constantinople eight and 
forty hours, nor ever to return to this rough, good
natured people, that have their own cnstoms. 

In my opinion the 'squire W88 in the right. He 
W88 aatisfied with his first ramble and his first 
injuries. But reason of state and common lense are 
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two things. If it "ere not (or thia difference it 
might not appear or absolute necessity, after haYing 
received a certain quantity or buffctings by advance, 
that "e ahonJd send a peer oJ the realm to the ocum 
of the earth, to collect the debt to the \aat farthing; 
and to receive, with infinite aggravation, the oame 
IICOrDA which had been paid to 0117 mpplieation 
through a commoner: but it was proper, I mp~, 
that the whole or 0117 country, in all ita orden, .honJd 
have a share or the ~digtrity; and; &I in reaoon, 
that the higher ordci'j; shonld tollCh the larger pro
portion.-Letter. 011 II Regicide Peaa. 1797. 

LilT WO&ns OP BDIf'V'WD BtrlUla aBLA.TIVE TO THB 

" .. a W'1'B .... "n.-Pnblic affain occupied much or 
llr. Burke's thoughts to the \aat moment. "Never," 
aaid he, "oueeumb td the enemy; it ia a otruggle (or 
your existence &I a nation; and if yon mnllt die, die 
with the ... ord in your hand: but I have no lean 
"hatever for the reou1t. There is • salient, IiYing 
principle or eDe?gy in the public mind 01 England, 
"hieh only reqniree prope1' direction to enable be? to 
"ithatand thia or any otbe? feroeiono foe. PenevC1'e 
therefore, till thia tyranny he overpul."-PMor'. 
Life of B",u. 
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CHAPTER V. 

IRELAND AND THE CATHOLIC QUESTION. --Now on the riling tide of Cromla atood Erin', tad lOBI: like a grove 
through which tho flame had ruabed, hurried on by the windt of tho 
.lOrmy nigM; distant, withered, dark tboy.".,...d, with Dot a leaf to lbako 
in the n.I.e. . . . . He raisea at tim .. hiB ltlrrible 'mice. Erin, abashed, 
pthen round. Their lOuis return back, like ... !;ream. They wonder at 
the .tepa of their fear. Ho roae, like the beam of the morning. on a 
haun\cd. heath,-O .. u.JI. 

THE PENAL LAWS AGAINST THE CATHOLICS. 

ESTABLISHMENT OP TUB LAWS -A.GAINST CATHOLICS. 

-Those who think themselves good Protestants, 
from their animosity to others, are in that respect no 
Protestants at all. It was at first thought necessary, 
perhaps, to oppose to Popery another Popery, to get 
the better of it. Whatever was the CRuse, laws 
were made in many conntries, and in this kingdom 
in particular, again.t Papists, which are as bloody as 
any of those which had heen enacted by the popish 
princes and states; and where those law. were not 
bloody, in my opinion they were worse; as they 
were slow, cruel outrages on our nature, and kept 
men alive only to insult in their persons every one of 
the rights and feelings of humanity. I pass those 
statute., because I wonld spare your pious ears 
the repetition of such .hocking things.-Speech at 
Bristol, previouB to the Election. 1780. 

EVIL TENDENCY IN IRELAND OP THE PENAL CODe 

AGAIN;T CATBOLIcs.-The system, which we have 
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j1l8t reviewed and the manner in which religiom 
influence on the public is made to operate upon the 
law. concerning property in Ireland, i. in ita nature 
very singular, and dilfers, I. apprehend, eooentia\ly, 
and perhaps to ita disadvantage, from aDY scheme of 
religiou. peraecution now existing in any other coun· 
try in Europe, or which has prevailed in any time, or 

nation, with which history has made us acquainted. 
I helieve it will not be difficnIt to shew, that it is 
unj1l8t, impolitic, B:?4 inefficacious; -that it has the 
moot unhappy inlluente on the proaperity, the morala, 
and the aafety of that country; that this inflW!lloo 
is not accidental, but has lIowed aa the neceoaary 
and direct conaequence of the la ..... themoelvea, lint 
on account of the object which they affect, and next 
by the quality of the greatest part of the instrument. 
they employ. • • • • . . 

The happineaa or misery of multitudea can never 
be a thing indifferent. A law against the majority 
of the people is in mbotance a law against the people 
itoelC; ita extent determinea ita invalidity; it even 
change. ita character 81 it en1luges ita operatirm: it 
ia not particular injustice, but general OJlp' ewIion ; 
and can no longer be considered as a private hard • 
• hip, which might be borne, but .pread. and grow. 
up into the unfortunate importance of a national 
ealamity.-7racU 011 1M Popn-ff law •• 

EaBOlIJBOCI TI'fL. GIVE. 70 7HE CATHOLIC ,E"AL 

CODB.-Seldom is the title or preamble of the la .... 
of the II8lIle import with the body and enacting part ; 
but they generally place lome other colour upper. 
most, which differs from that .... hich ia afterward. to 
appear, or at least one that. aevera! ohadea fainter. 
Thua the penal laWl in queation are DOt called la •• 
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to o~lige men, baptized and educated in popery, to 
renounce their religion or their property; but are 
called laws to prevent the' growth of popery; 8B if 
their purpose was only to prevent conversions to that 
sect, and not to persecute a million of people already 
engaged in it. But of all the instances of this sort 
of legislative artifice, and of the principles that pro
duced it, I never met with any, which made a stronger 
impression on me, than that of Louis XlV., in the 
revocation of the edict of Nflltz. That monarch 
had, when he made that revoca'!!on, as few measures 
to keep with public opinion as any man. In the 
exercise of the most unresisted authority at home, 
in a career of uninterrupted victory abroad, and in 
a course of flattery equal to the circumstances of hi. 
greatness in both these particulars, he might be sup
posed to have as little need as disposition to render 
any lort of account to the world of his procedure 
towards his subjects. But the persecution of 80 
vast a body of men ... the Hugonots was too 8trong 
B measure even for the law of pride and power. It 
was too glaring a contradiction even to th08e prin
ciples, upon which persecution itself is 8upported. 
Shocked at the naked attempt, he had recourse, for 
a palliation of his conduct, to an unkingly denial of 
the fact, which made against him. In the preamble, 
therefore, to his act of revocation, he sets forth, that 
the edict of Nantz was no longer necessary, ... the 
object of it (the protestants of his kingdom) were 
then reduced to a very 8mall number. The refugees 
in Holland cried out against this misrepre8entation. 
They 8B8erted, I believe with truth, that this revo
cation had driven 200,000 of them out of their 
country; and they conld readily demonstrate, there 
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• till remained 600,000 protestants in France. If 
this were the fact (as it was undoubtedly) no argu
ment of policy could have been rmong eno~gh to 
excuse a measure, by whieh 800,000- men were 
despoiled, at one stroke, of 10 many of their right. 
and privileges. Louis XIV. confCllled, by this sort 
of apology, that if the number had been large, the 
revocation had been unjust. But, after all, is it not 
moot evident, that this act of injustice, which let 
loose on that monarcIwruch a torrent Of inveetive and 
reproach, and whicn threw 10 dark a cloud over all 
the oplendolU of a moot illustrious reign, falls far 
.hort of tbe case in Ireland? The privileges, whicb 
the protestants of that kingdom enjoyed "ntreedent 
to this revocation, were far greater than the Roman 
Catbolics 0: Ireland ever aspired to under a contrary 
establUlhment. The number of their suWt-rerll, if 
considered absolntely, is not half of 01U'II; if con· 
sidered relatively to the body of each community, it 
is not perhaps a t .... entieth part. And then the 
penalties and incapacities, .... bich grew {rom tbat 
revocation, are not so grievous in their nature, nor 
BO certain in their execution, nor BO ruinous by a 
great deal to the cilil prosperity of the state, 88 
th""" which .... e have establUlhed for a perpetual law 
in our unhappy country. It cannot be thought to 
arise from affeetation, that I eall it 10. What other 
name can be given to a country, which contains 10 

many bundred thonaando of human ereatureB reduced 
to a state of the moot "bjeet servitude ?-Tractl "" 
1M Popery ImDI. 

RELIGIOn PEB8"C1:Tloll.-Fint then I o'-rYe, 
that if the principle of tbeir final and beneficial 
intention be admitted 88 a juIt ground {or IUCh pro_ 



OP EDMUND BURKE. ~09 

Ceedinga, there never was, in the blamable sense of 
the word, nor ever can be, such a thing as a religious 
persecution in the world. Such an intention is pre
tended by all men; who not only insist, that their 
religion has the sanction of Heaven, but is likewise, 
and for that reason, the best and most .convenient to 
human society. All religious persecution, Mr. Bayle 
well observes, is grounded upon a miserable petitio 
principii. You are wrong, I am right; you must 
·come over to me, or you must\ulfi'er. Let me add, 
that the great inlet, by which a colour for oppressiou 
has eutered into the world, is by one man's pretend
ing to determine concerning the happiness of another, 
and by claiming a right to use what means he thinks 
proper in order to bring him to a sense of it. It is 
the ordinary and trite sophism of oppression. But 
there is not yet such a convenient ductility in the 
human understanding, as to make us capable of 
being persuaded, that men can possibly mean the 
nltimate g<!,od of the whole society, by rendering 
miserable for a century together the greater part of 
it; or that anyone has such a reversionary benevo
leuce as seriously to intend the remote good of a late 
posterity, who can give up the present enjoyment 
which every honest man must have in the happiness 
of his contemporaries.-7Tact. on the Popery law •. 

CONDUCT OP THB CATHOLICS DURING THE AMERICAN 

wAR.-Gentlemen, America.--when the English 
nation seemed to be dangerously, if not irrecoverably, 
divided; when one, and that the most growing 
branch, was tom from the parent stock, and ingrafted 
on the power of France, a great terror fell upon this 
kingdom. On a sudden we awakened from our 
dreams of conquest, and saw ourselves threatened 
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with an immediate invasion; which we were at that 
time very ill prepared to reom. Yon remember the 
clond that gloomed over UI all. In that hour of our 
dilllllAY, from the hottom of the hiding-place. into 
which the indiscriminate rigour of our statutes had 
driven them, eatne ont the body of the lWman 
Catholics. They appeared before the otepo of a 
tottering throne, with one of the most lOber, mea
sured, steady, and dutiful addreallCll that .. 31 ever 
presented to the Cl'OW1l. It .. as DO holiday ceremony; 
no anniveraary compliment of parade and .how. It 
.. as signed by almost every gentleman of that perma
aion, of note or property, in England. At mch a 
crisis, nothing but a decided reoolution to stand or 
fall with their country could have dictated mch aD 

addreaa; the direct tendency of .. hich "31 to cut 
oft' all retreat; and to render them peculiarly ob
nonoUl to an invader of their own communion. The 
addreaa .howed "hat I long ~hed to ace, that 
all the aubjecta or England had cast oft' all foreign 
view. and connectiona, and that every man looked 
for his relief from every grievance, at the handa ouly 
or his OW1l natnraI government.-Spee"" at Bristot 
pnrMru to the Electw... 

THE PJWn8?AIf'r AUOCIATIOIf .If 17!10.-1 find 
with aatisfaction and pride, that not above lour or 
five in this city (and I dare 13y theae misled byllOlDe 
groaa mislepJt,,,,ntation) have signed that aymhol of 
delusion and bond of aedition, that libel on the 
national religion and Englioh character, the Pro
testant Aaoociation. It ia, therefore, gentlemen, not 
by way of cure but or prevention, and kat the arb 

of wicked men Jnay prevail over the integrity of any 
one amoDg!¢ lIS, that I think it Jl()( ry to open to 
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-you the merits of this transaction pretty much at 
large; and I beg your patience upon it ; for, although 
the reasonmgs that have been ll8ed to depreeiate the 
act are of little force, aDd though the authority of 
the men concerned in this ill design is not very 
imposing; yet the audaciousness of these conspirators 
against the national honour, aDd the extensive wick
edness of their attempts, have raised persons of little 
importance to a degree of evil eminence, aDd imparted 
a sort of sinister dignity to proceedings that had their 
origin in only the meaDeat and blindest malice.
Speech at Bristol previaua to the Election. 

CONDDCT OP THE CATHOLICS DURING THE RIOTS OP 

1780.-There was a circUInstance (justice will not 
llUft'er me to p888 it over) which, if anything could en
force the reasons I have given, would fully justify the 
act of relief, aDd render a repeal, or anything like a 
repeal, unnatural, impossible. It was tbe behaviour 
of the persecuted Rom&» Catholics under the acts of 
violence and brutal insolence, which they suffered. 
I suppose there are not in London less than four or 
five thousand of that persU88ion from my countly, 
who no a great deal of the most laborious work in 
the metropolis; aDd they chiefly inhabit those quar
ters, which were the principal theatre of the fury of 
the bigotted multitude. They are known to be men 
of strong arms, and quick feelings, and more remark. 
able for a determined resolution, than clear ideas, or 
much foresight. But though provoked by everything 
that CaD stir the blood of men, their houses aDd 
chapels in flames, aDd with the most atrocious 
profanations of everything which they hold 8acred 
before their eyes, not a haDd was moved to retaliate, 
or even to defend. Had a couflict once begun, the 
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rage of their pergecutora would have redoubled. ThtlN 
fury increasing by the reverberation of outrage., 
house being fired fot honse, and chnrch for chapel, 
I am convinced that no power undL']' heaven could 
have prevP.llted a general conflagration; and at thi. 
day London would have been a tale. But I am well 
informed, and the thing apeak. it, that their clergy 
exerted their whole inftuence to keep their people in 
such a state of forbearance and quiet, RI, when I 
look back, fiIlo me with astonishment; but not with 
astonishment OIIly. Their merits on that occaaiOll 
ought not to be forgotten: nor will they, when 
Englishmen come 'to recollect thcmaelvea. I am mre 
it were far more proper to have called them forth, 
and given them the thank. of both hoooea of parlia
ment, than to have snffered thOle worthy clergymen, 
and excellent citizeno, to be hunted into holea and 
camera, whilst we are making low-minded inquiai
tiOtl8 into the number of their people; RI if a 
tolerating principle WRI never to prevail, unl""" we 
were very snre that only a few could pDlUrihly take 
advantage of it. But indeed we are not yet weD 
recovered of oW' fright. Our reaaon, I trw<t, will 
return with our oecnrity; and this unfortunate 
temper will p888 over like a cloud. - Speech at 
BrUtol prerimu to the Ekclibn. 

P ABTY GOVERNMENT AXD paoTEaTAJI'1' .l.ICE.DARCY 

Ilf I BELA If D.-I am aorry to find, that pride and pM

aiOll, and that oort of zeal for religion, w hieh never 
.how. any wonderfuJ heat but when it atIIieta and 
mortifiea our neighboUl'O, will not let the ruliug de
IICription perceiTe that the priri1ege, for which YOUl' 
clients contend, i.e Tery nearly as much for the benefit 
of thoee wbo refuoe it as thooe who ... k it. I am not 
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to examine into the charges that are daily made on. 
tbf administration of Ireland. I am not qualified to 
say how much in them is cold truth, and how much 
rhetorical exaggeration. Allowing some foundation 
to the complaint, it is to no purpose that these 
people allege that their government is a job in its 
administration. I am sure it is a job in its consti
tution; nor is it possible a scheme of polity, which 
in total exclusion of the body of the community, con
fines (with little or no regard to their rank or con
dition in life) to a certain set of favoured citizens the 
rights which formerly belonged to the whole, should 
not, by the operation of the same selfish and narrow 
principles, teach the persons who administer in that 
government to prefer their own particular, but well 
understood, private interest to the false and ill calcu
lated private interest of the monopolizing company 
they belong to. Eminent characters, to be sure, 
overrule places and circumstances. I have nothing 
to say to that virtue which shoots up in full force by 
the native vigour of the seminal principle, in spite of 
the adverse soil and climate that it grows ·in.. But 
speaking of things in their ordinary course, in a 
country of monopoly there can be no patriotism. 
There may be a party spirit-but public spirit there 
can be none. As to B spirit of liberty, still less can 
it exist, or any thing like it. A liberty made up of 
penalties I a liberty made up of incapacities I B 

liberty made up of exclusion and proscription, COll

tinued for ages, of four-fifths, perhaps, of the inhabit_ 
ants of all ranks and fortunes I In what does Buch 
liberty differ from the description of the most shock
ing kind of scrvitude? 

But it will be IlBid, in that country some people 
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are free-why thia is the very det,cription of despotism. 
Partial freedom ia privilege and prerogative, and 'VIt 
liberty. Liberty, ouch aa dcoerve~ the name, ie an 
honest, equitable, dilflLlive, aDd impartial principle. 
It ie a great and en1arged virtne, and not a eordid, 
aclli.h, and illiberal vice. It ie the portion of tbe 
m881 of the citizens; and not the haughty licenac of 
lIOtlle potent individual, or lOme predominant faction. 

H any thing onght to be deepotie iJJ a country, it 
is ita government; becanse there ie no canoe of con· 
stant operation to make ita yoke unequal. But the 
dominion of a party muat continually, atcadily, and 
by ita very eaacnce, lean npon the prostrate descrip. 
tion. A couBtitution, formed 10 aa to enable a party 
to overrule ita very government, and to overpower the 
people too, anawen the purpo8CI neither of govern· 
ment nor of freedom. It compels that power which 
ought, and often would be diepooed, equally to pro. 
tect the oubjecte, to {ail in ita truBt, to counteract ita 
purpoaea, and to become no better than the instro· 
ment of the wronge of a faction. Some degree of 
in8uence muat exDt in all govern menta. Bnt a 
government, which haa no interest to pleaee the body 
of the people, and can neither IUpport them, nor 
with aafety call tOr their Illpport, nor ie of power to 
8""y the domineering faction, can only exist by cor· 
ruption j and taught by that monopolizing party, 
which lllIlUpS the title and qnalitiea of the pob1ie, to 
consider the body of the people &I ont of the couBti. 
tution, they will COllIider thooe who are in it in the 
light in which they cbooee to conoider t:hemoeh·ea. 
The ... hole relation of goyemment and of freedom 
will be a battle, or a traffic. 

Tbia aystem, in ito real nature, and onder ito pro-
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per appellations, is odioWl and unnatural, especially 
when a constitution is admitted, which not only, as 
all constitutions do profess, has a regard to the good 
of the multitude, but in its theory makes profemon 
of their power also. But of late this scheme of theirs 
has been new christened-h0ne8tum nomen impcmitwr 
vitia. A word has been lately struck in the mint of 
the castle of Dublin; thence it was conveyed to the 
Thobe], or city-hall, where, having passed the touch 
of the corporation, 80 respectably stamped and 
vouched, it soon became current in parliament, and 
was carried by the speaker of the hOWle of commons 
in great pomp, as an offering of homage from whence 
it came. The word is .tI8cendancy. It is not abso
lutely new. But the sense in which I have hitherto 
seen it Wled, was to signify an influence obtained over 
the minds of some other person by love or reverence, 
or hy superior management and dexterity. It had, 
therefore, to this its promotion no more than a moral, 
not a civil or political, use. But I admit it is capable 
of being 80 applied; and if the lord mayor of Dub
lin, and the speaker of the Irish parliament, who 
recommend the preservation of the protestant ascend
ancy, mean to employ the word in that sense, that is, 
if they understand by it the preservation of the influ
cnee of that description of gentlemen over the catho
lics by means of an authority derived from their 
wisdom and virtue, and from an opinion they raise in 
that people of a pioWl regard and affection for their 
freedom and happiness, it is impossible not to com
meud their adoption of 80 apt a term into the family 
of politics. It may he truly aaid to enrich the lan
guage. Even if the lord mayor and speaker mean 
to insinuate, that thia influence is to be obtained and 
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held by f1attcrmg their people, by managing them, 
by .kilfully adapting themoelve. to the humonn alld 
p888ions of thooe whom they wonld gOVt-rn, he m ullt 
be a very nntoward critic 11'110 wonld cavil even at 
thio uoe of the word, thOllgh .nch cajoleric ..... ould 
perhapo be more prudently practised than profC1lllCd. 
Theoe are all meanings landable, or at leallt tolerable. 
Bnt when we look a little more narrowly, and com
pare it with the plan, to which it 0 ....... ito prcoent 
technical application, I find it baa otrayed far from ito 
original seD8C. It goes much further than tbe pri
vilege allowed by Horace. It io more than parce de-
1r»"lum. Thio proteotant 88CCIIdancy mean. noth.ing 
leos than an influence obtained by virtue, by love, or 
even by artifice and Reduction; full .... little an infln
ence derived from tbe means by .... h.ich minioten bave 
obtained an influence, .... bich might be called, .... itbout 
strain.ing, an a8cendancy in public lWIe1Ilhli':1I in Eng
laod, that is, by a liberal d.iotribntion of places and 
pensions, and other graceo of government. Thio laot 
is wide indeed of the oignifit-ation of tbe word_ New 
a8cendancy io the old maotenhip. It io neit her more 
nor I... than the nlI!Olntion of one oct of people in 
lrelaod to coDlider tbemselvCl .... the IOIe citizeno 
in the commonwealth; and to keep a dominion over 
the rest by redncing them to aboolute .lavery nndm· 
a military power; and thuo fortified in their power, 
to d.ivide the pnb1ie Cltate, which is the reauIt of 
general contribution,· 81 a military beoty IOlely 
amongst themselvCl.; 

The poor word a.scendancy, 10 10ft and melod.ioWl 
in ita 1OIlDd, 10 lenitive and emollient in ill fint 
uaage, is now employed to roYer to tbe world the 
mOlrt rigid, and perhape not the m..t wise, of all 
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plana of policy. The word is large- enough in it. 
comprehension. I cannot conceive what mode of 
oppression in civil life, or what mode of religious 
persecution, may not come within the methods of 
preserving an ascendancy. In plain old English, as 
they apply it, it signifies pride and dominwn on the 
one part of the relation, and on the other Btlbserviency 
and contempt-and it signifies nothing else. The 
old words are as fit to be set to music as the new; 
but use has long .ince affixed to them their true sig
nification, and tbey sound, as the other will, harshly 
and odiously to the moral and intelligent ears of 
mankind. 

This ascendancy; by being a protestant ascendancy, 
does not better it from the combination of a note or 
two more in this anti-harmonic scale. If protestant 
ascendancy means the proscription from citizenship 
of by far the major part of the people of any country, 
then protestant ascendancy is a bad thing, and jt 
ought to have no existence.-Letter to Ricl_d 
Burke, Esq. 

CATHOLICITY AS REGARDS SOCIETy.-But, say the 
abettors of our penal laws, this old possessed super
stition is such in its principle$, that society, on its 
general principles, cannot subsist along with it. 
Could a man think such an objection possible, if he 
had not actually heard it made? an objection contr .... 
dicted not by hypothetical reasonings, but the clear 
evidence oi>the most decisive facts. Society not only 
exists, but flourishes at this hour, with this super
stition, in many countries, nnder every form of 
government; in Bome established, in some tolerated; 
in others upon an equa! footing. And was there no 
civil Bocietyllt a\l in these kingdoms before the 

L 
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Reformation? To say it wae not ae well comtituted, 
ae it ought to be, ill laying nothing at all to the 
purpose; for that aaaertion evidently regard! im. 
provement, not exiBtenee. . It certainly did then 
eDit; and it ae certainly then wae at leaet ae much 
to the advantage of a very great part of lIOCiet y, .. 
what we have brought in the place of it; which ill 
indeed a great bleaaing to thooe who bave profited of 
the change; but to all the relit, .. we have wrought, 
that is, by blending general penecution with partial 
reformation, it ill the very reVerie. We found the 
people heretiCl and idolaten; we bave, by way uC 
improving their coudition, rendered them .Ia.e. and 
beggare; they remain in all the misfortune of their 
old errore, and all the mperadded misery of their 
recent punishment. They were happy enough, in 
their opinion at 1eut, before the change: what 
benefit. IOciety then had, they partook uC them all. 
They are n01f excluded from thOle benefit.; and 10 

far ae civil IOciety compreheudl them, and .. we 
have managed the matter, our pereecutiono are 10 far 
from being neeell8lY to ito exiBtenee, that our very 
reformation ill made in a degree noxiout. H this be 
improvement, trnly I kn01t" not what can be called a 
depravation of IOciety.-Tradl on the PUfJt7?I Lmo •• 

TaE lfOoporBaT eaT.-Yon need make no apo
logy for your attachment to the religiom deacrip
tion you belong to. It prove. (ae in yon it ia 
oincere) your attachment to the great point., in 
which the leading cfuiDODlI are agreed, when the 
leoaer, in which they differ, are 10 dear to yon. I 
oha11 DeVer call aD,. religiono opinioDA, which appear 
important to aeriom aDd piouo mindo, thingo uC no 
co.wdera.tion. Nothing ill 10 fatal to religioD .. 
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indifference, which is, at least, half infidelity. As 
long as men hold charity and justice to be essential 
integral parts of religion, there can he little danger 
from a strong attachment to particular tenets in 
faith. This I am perfectly sure is your case; hut I 
am not eqnaUy sure, that either zeal for the tenets of 
faith, or the smallest degree of charity or justice, 
have mnch in1Iuenced the gentlemen, who, under 
pretexts of zeal, have resisted the enfranchisement 
of their country. My dear son, who was a person of 
discernment, as well 88 clear and acute in his ex
pressions, said in a letter of his, which I have seen, 
.. that in order to grace their cause, and to draw 
some respect to their persons, they pretend to he 
bigots." But here, I take it, we have not much to 
do with the theological tenets, on the one aide of the 
question or the other. The point itself is practically 
decided. That religion is owned hy the state. Except 
in a settled maintenance, it is protected. A great 
deal of the rubbish, which, 88 a nuisance, long ob
strueted the way, is removed. One impediment 
remained longer, as a matter to justify the proscrip
tion- of the body of our country, after the rest had 
been abandoned as untenable ground. But the 
business of the pape (that mixed person of politics 
and religion) has long ceased to be a bugbear: for 
some time past he has ceased to be even a. colourable 
pretext. This was well known, when the catholics 
of these kingdoms, for our amusement, were obliged 
on oath to disclaim him in his political capacity ; 
which implied an allowance for them to recognise 
him in some sort of ecclesiastical superiority. It W88 

a compromise of the old dispute. 
For my part, I COnfCBS, I wish that we had been 

L 2 
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Ie •• eager in this point. I don't think, indeed, that 
much mischief would happen from it, if thing. are 
otherwise properly managed. Too nice an inqui.iti(m 
ought not to he made into "opinion., that are dying 
away of themselveo. Had we lived a hun(Ired and 
Ii fty yean ago, I .hould have heen 88 cameot and 
anxiou. B8 anybody for too sort of ahjllrdti(ffl; 
hilt, living at the time in which I live, and ohliged 
to speculate forward instead of backward, I muot 
fairly .ay, I could wen endure the existenee of eVl-'ry 
• .,rt of collateral aid, which opinion migbt, in tbe 
now state of things, alford to authority. I must IWe 
milch more danger than in my life I have .,:en, or 
than othen will venture seriomly to affirm that they 
see, in the Pope aforeoaid (though a foreign power, 
and with his long tail of etC<.-terao,) before I .bould 
be acth'e in weakening any hold, which government 
might tbink it prudent to rCflOrt to, in the manage.. 
ment of that large part of the king's subject.. I do 
not choose to dire<.-t an my precautions to the part 
where the danger does not preM; and to leave 
myself open and ungnarded, wbere I am not only 
really hnt vi.ihly attacked.-uller 10 W. StttiIh, 
E61J., afterwaru one of t~ Bar(J7l,l of I~ Courl ~I 
Exchequer in IreUmd. 1795. 

THE CATHOLIC CHl:aCR Ilf CA.ADA.-I voted last 
..,.sion, if a particular vote could be dittingtlliobed, in 
unanimity, for an eotabliohment of the churcb of 
England c'mjoinJly with the ntabliobment whkh "'88 

made lOme yean before by act of parliament, of tbe 
Roman Catbolic, in tbe Frencb conquered oountry 
of Canada. At the time of making this Engli,b 
eccl""ia><tical eotabliohment, we did Dot tbink it De

ceooary (or ita oafcty to destroy the former Gallican 
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church settlement. In our first act we settled a 
government altogether monarchical, or nearly 80. 

In that system the Canadian catholics were far from 
being deprived of the advantages or distinctions, ·of 
any kind, which they enjoyed nnder their former 
monarchy. It is trne that some people, and amongst 
them one eminent divine, predicted at that time that 
by this step we should lose our dominions in America. 
He foretold that the pope would send his indulgences 
hither; that the Canadians would fall in with France; 
would declare independence, and draw or force our 
colonies into the same design. The independence 
happened according to his prediction, but in directly 
the reverse order. All our English protestant coun
tries revolted. They joined themselves to France: 
and it 80 happened that popish Canada was the only 
place which preserved its fidelity; the only place in 
which France got no footing; the ouly peopled 
colony which now remains to Great Britain. Vain 
are all the prognostics taken from ideas and passions, 
which survive the state of things which gave rise to 
them. When last year we gave a popular represen
tation to the same Canada, by the choice of the land
holders, and an aristocratic representation, at the 
choice of the crown, neither was the choice of the 
crown, nor the election of the landholders, limited 
by a consideration of religion. We had no dread for 
the protestant church, which we settled there, because 
we permitted the French catholics, in the utmost 
latitude of the description, to be free subjects. They 
are good subjects, I have no doubt; but I will not 
allow that any French Canadian catholics are better 
men or better citizens than the Irish of the same 
communion. Passing from the extremity of the 
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... est to the extremity almoet of the eut; I have been 
many yean (now entering into the twelfth) employed 
in enpporting the right., privilegee, Iawe, and immn
cities, of a very remote pebple. I have not u yet 
been able to finish my tuk. I have IItruggled through 
much di.ocouragement and much opposition, much 
obloquy, much calumny, for a people with whom I 
have no tie but the common bond of mankind. In 
this I have not been left alone. We did not /Iy from 
our undertaking becauee the people &re Mahomet&ne 
or pagana, and that a great majority of the Chriotiane 
amongst them are papiete. Some gentlemen in lre
land, I dare eay, have good I'CaIODI far what they 
may do, which do not occur to me. 1 do not pre
lUme to condemn them: but thinking and acting u 
I have done towanle these remote nationa, I .hould 
not know bow to ohow my face, here or in Ireland, 
if I should eay that all the pagans, all the mWllJ1llmen, 
and even all the papiete, (eince they muet form the 
highest stege in the clirnaI of evil,) are worthy of a 
hOeral and honomable condition, except those of one 
of the deecriptione, w hicb forme tbe majority of the in
habitant. of the country in which you and I ... ere born. 
H eucb are the catho1iee of Ireland, ill-natured and 
unjuet people, from our own daIa, may be inclined not 
to think better of the protestant. of the eoil, which 
ie enpposed to infuse into ita eecte a kind of venom 
unknown in otheT placee.-Lett.". to Si, H.".ttdn 
LzngrU4e. 1792. 

PaoTECTlOJf O. CA.YSOLJCITI' ZUEXTJA.L TO TIl. 

paEliBaVATIOll 0. cHaIlTEBDO)(.-All the principal 
religiona in Europe lltand upon one COmmoD bottom. 
The mpport that the whole, or the Camnred pan., 
may have in tbe oecret diopeIuatione of Providt:nce, 
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it is impossible to tell; but, humanly speaking, they 
are all prescriptive religioJl8. They have all stood 
long enough to make prescription; and its chain of 
legitimate prejudices, their main stay. The people 
who compose the four grand divisions of Christianity 
have now their religion as an habit, and upon autho
rity, and not on disputation; as all men, who have 
their religion derived from their parents, and the 
fruits of education, mu8t have it; however the one, 
more than the other, may be able to reconcile his 
faith to his own reason, or that of other men. Depend 
upon it, they must all be supported, or they must all 
fall in the crash of a common min. The catholics are 
the far more numerous part of the Christians in your 
country (Ireland); and how can Christianity (that is 
now the point in issue) be supported under the perse
cution, or even under the discountenanoe, of the. 
greater number of Christians ? It is a great truth, 
and which in one of the debates I stated as strougly 
as I conld to the house of commOJl8 in the last. ses
sion, that if the catholic religion is destroyed by the 
infidels, it is a most contemptible and absurd idea 
that this, or any protestant church, can survive that 
event. Therefore my humble and decided opinion 
is, that all the three religioJl8, prevalent more or less 
in various part. of these is!&nda, ought all, in subor
dination to the legal establishments, as they stand in 
the several countries, to be all countenanced, pro
tected, and cherished; and that in Ireland particu
!&rly the Roman Catholic religion .honld be upheld 
in high respect and veneration; and shonld be, in 
its p!&ce, provided with all the meaJl8 of making it 
a blessing to the people who profess it; that it ought 
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to be cherished 8.11 a good, and not tolerated 88 an 
inevitable evil.-Letter to W. Smith, Esq. 

TaB CATHOLIC CLERGY AND THEIR EDUCA.TION.

A Roman Catholic clergyman i. the mini.ter of a 
very ritual religion; and by hit profemon oubjcct to 
many restraint.. Hi. life i. a life full of strict ob
servances, and his duties are of a laboriOUl nature 
towards him.self, and of the highest pouilJle trmt 
towards others. The duty of confe .. ion alone io 
IDlIicient to set in the strongest light the neceooity 
of hio having an appropriated mode of educati(m. 
The theological opinions and pecnliar rights of one 
religion never can be properly taught in univenitiea, 
fonnded for the pnrpooea and on the principleo of 
another, which in many points are directly oppooite. 
If a Roman Catholic clergyman, intended for celi
bacy, and the function of confeooion, io not strictly 
bred in a aeminary where these things are res(>"cted, 
inculcated, and enforced, 88 sacred, and not made the 
oubject of deriAion and obloquy, be will be ill fitted 
for the former, and the latter will be indeed in hio 
hands a terrible instrument. 

There io a great ~blance between tbe whole 
frame and conotitntion of the Greek and Latin 
churches. The aecular clergy, in tbe former, by 
being married, living nnder little restraint, and 
having no particnlar education roited to tbeir fone
lion, are nnivenally fallen into mcb contempt, that 
they are never permitted to upire to the dignities of 
their own church. It io not beld respectable to call 
them PQ[HU, their true and ancient appellation, hot 
thoee who wish to address them with civility alway. 
call them hier_lti. In coJlle<flllIDC8 of thi. di.o-
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respect, whieh I venture to say, in such a church, 
must be the consequence of a secular life, a very 
great degeneracy from reputable Christian manners 
has taken place throughout almost the whole of that 
great member of the Christian Church. . 

It was so with the Latin church, before the re
straint on marriage. Even that restraint gave rise 
to the greatest disorders before the council of. Trent, 
which, together with the emulation raised, and the 
good example. given, by the reformed churches, 
wherever they were in view of each other, has brought 
on that happy amendment which we see in the Latin 
communion, hoth at home and abroad. 

The council of Trent has wisely introduced the 
discipline of .eminaries, by which priests are· not 
trusted for a clerical institution, even to the severe 
discipline of their colleges; but, after they pass 
through them, are frequently, if not for the greater 
part, obliged to pass through peculiar methods, having 
their particular ritual function in view. It is in a 
great measure to this, and to similar methods used 
in foreign education, that the Roman catholic clergy 
of Ireland, miserably provided for, living among low 
and ill regulated people, without any diacipline of 
sufficient force to secure good manners, have heen 
prevented from becoming an intolerable nuisance to 
the country, instead of being, as I conceive they 
generally are, a very great service to it.-Letter on 
/I.e Penal Law. against Catholic •. 

IRELAND AND ITS GRIEVANCES. 

CONDUCT WHICH GREAT BRITAIN SHOULD ADOPT 

TOWARDS IRELAND.-Is Ireland nnited to the crown 
of Great Britain for no other purpose, than that we 
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should counteract the bounty of ProvideDce in her 
favour? And in proportion 81 that bounty b81 been 
liberal, that we are to regard it 81 an evil, which ie 
to be met with in every omt of corrective? To l8y 
that Ireland interferes with us, and therefore must 
be check'ed ie, in my opinion, a very mistaken and 
a very dangerous principle. I m uat beg lcave to 
repeat, what I took the liberty of suggesting to you 
in my laat letter, that Ireland ia a country, in the 
l8IIle climate, and of the l8IIle natui-al qualitica and 
productions, with thio; and baa couaequently no 
other means of growing wealthy in herself, or, in 
other words, of being useful to us, but by doing the 
very same tbingl which we do, for the same pUTJlOlCO. 
I hope that in Great Britain we .hall always pursue, 
without exceptinn, erH!1"1f means of prosperity; and of 
course, that Ireland will interfere with us in some
thing or other; for either, in order to limit her, we 
must renrain ourselves, or we must fall into that 
.hocking concluoion, that we are to keep our yet 
reIDaining dependency under a general and indio
criminate restraint, for the mere purpooe of 0p

pression. Indeed, Sir, England and Ireland may 
flourish together. The world ie large enough (or ... 
both. Let it be our care not to make annel .. es too 
little for it. 

I know it is laid, that the people of Ireland do not 
pay the lame taus, and therefore ought not in equity 
to enjoy the aame benefits with thio. I had hopes, 
that the unhappy phantom of a com puloory equal 
tazatw.. had haunted ns long enough. 1 do 8MUJ"e 
you, that until it is entirely baniohed from our 
imaginations, (where alone it baa, or can havc, any 
e1istence,) we ahall neva- ceaoe to do onne!>es the 
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most Bubstantial injuries. To that &1"gument of 
equal taxation, I can onlyaay,-that Ireland pays aB 

many taxes aB those, who are the best judges of her 
powers, are of opinion she can bear. To bear more, 
the must have more ability; and, in the order of 
nature, the advantage must precede the charge. This 
dispollition of things being the law of God, neither 
you nor I can alter it. So that if you will have more 
help from Ireland, you must previ0U8ly supply her 
with more means. I believe it will be found, that if 
men are suffered freely to cultivate their natural 
advantages, a virtual equality of contribution will 
come in its own time, and will flow by au euy 
descent through its own proper and natural channela. 
An attempt -to disturb that courae, and to force 
nature, will only bring on universal discontent, dis
treBS, and confusion.-Letter to S. Span, Esg. 1778. 

RELIGIOUS DISSENSION IN IRELAND.-No country, 
I believe, since the world began, has suffered 80 

much on account of religion; or hu been 80 variously 
harassed both for popery and for protestantiam.
Tract. on the Popery Law •. 

LEGISLATION IN IRELAND.-The legislature of Ire
land, like all legislatures, ought to frame its laws to 
suit the people and the circumstances of the country, 
and not any longer to make it their whole business 
to force the nature, the temper, and the inveterate 
habits of a nation to a conformity to speculative 
eystelUB concerning any kind of lawa.-Letter to R. 
Burke, Esg. 

CAUSE OP REBELLlONB IN IRELAND.-It cannot, 
I confess, be denied, that thOle miserable perform
ances, which go about under the names of Histories 
of Irelaud, do indeed represent those events after 
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this manner; and they wonld permade no, contrary 
to the known order of nature, that indulglmce Bnd 
moderation in goveroora io the natural inciumwnt 
in onbjecta to rebel. Bnt there is an interior History 
of Ireland, the gennine voice of its record, Bnd 
monuments, which apeak. a very different language 
from these historiel, from Temple and from Cla
rendon; theoe restore nature to its j1l8t right., and 
policy to ito proper order. For they even now .10"" 
to those, who have been at the pain.. to examine 
them, aDd they may .h"" one day to all the world, 
that theoe rebellioDl were not produced by toleration, 
bnt by peraeeution; that they arose not from juot 
and mild government, bnt from the moot nnlJaralleled 
oppression. Theoe record. will be far from giving 
the leaot conntenance to a doctrine 10 n'Pllgnant to 

humanity and good sense, BI that the oeeurity of any 
establishment, civil or religiono, can ever depend 
upon the misery of those who live uuder it, or that 
its danger can arise from their quiet and pr<_ 
perity. God forbid, that the history of tlti, or any 
conntry should give Inch encouragement to the folly 
or vices of those who govern. If it can be .hewn, 
that the great rebelliono of Ireland have aru..:u from 
attempts to reduce the natiVeR to the $te, to which 
they are now rednced, it will Ih"", that an attempt 
to coutinue them in that .tate will rather be dioad
vantageout to the public peace, than any kind of 
seenrity to it. Theoe things have, in lOme mea.J1ue, 
begnn to appear already; and 81 far 88 regard. the 
argument drawn from former rebelliono, it will fall 
readily to the ground. But, for my part, I think 
the rcal danger of every ttate is, to render itt 81Ibjeeto 
justly dacooteoted; nor it there in poli tiCl or 
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science any more effectual secret for their security, 
than to establish in their people a firm opinion, that 
no change can be for their advantage.-Tracts on the 
Popery Laws. . 

F AL8E NOTIONS RESPECTING IRISH INSURRECTION. 

-I suppress all, that is in my mind, about the 
hlindness of those of our clergy, who will shut their 
eyes to a thing, which glares in such manifest day. 
If some wretches amongst an indigent and disorderly 
part of the populace raise a riot about tithes, there 
are of these gentlemen ready to cry out, that this is 
an overt act of a treasonable conspiracy. Here the 
hulls, and the pardons, and the crusade, and the 
pope, and the thnnders of the Vatican, are every
where at work. There is 8 plot to bring in 8 foreign 
power to destroy the church. A.las I it is not about 
popes, but about potatoes, that the minds of this 
unhappy people are agitated. It is not from the 
spirit of zeal, but the spirit of wluskey, that these 
wretches act. Is it then not concdved possible, tbat 
8 poor clown can be unwilling, after paying three 
pounds rent to 8 gentleman in 8 hrown coat, to pay 
fourteen shillings to one in a black coat, for bis acre 
of potatoes, and tumultuously to desire some modifi
cation of the charge, without being supposed to have 
DO other motive than a frantic .eal for being thus 
double-taxed to another set or landholders, and 
another set of priests? Have If.en no self-interest ? 
DO avarice? no repugnance to pu "llic imposts? Have 
they no sturdy and restive mindt,? no undisciplined 
h8bite? Is there nothing in the whole mob of 
irregular passions, which might precipitate some of 
the common people, in some places, to quarrel with 
a legal, because they feel it to bl' a burthensome, 
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impooition? According to theoe gentlemen, no 
offence can be committed by papisto but from zeal to 
their religion. To make room for the vice. of papimo, 
they clear the house of all the vices of men. Some 
of the common people (not one, however, in ten 
thOWland) commit diaorden. Well I punish them lUI 

you do, and lUI you ought to punish tbem, for th~-ir 
violence against the jUBt property of each individual 
clergyman, 88 each individual mffero.. Support tbe 
injured rector, or the injured impropriator, in the 
enjoyment of the estate, of which (whether ou the 
beat plan or not) the law. have put him in poueMion. 
Let the crime and the punishment stand upon their 
own bottom. Bnt now we ought all of 01, clergymen 
moot particularly, to avoid 8811igning another cause 
of quarrel, in order to infuae a new lOurce oC hitter. 
n_ into a dispute, which penoual feelingo on both 
.ides will of tbemoelvea make bitter enough, and 
thereby involve in it by religioOl descriptioD8 men, 
who have individually no ohare wbatooever in th..e 
irregular acto. Let no not make the malignant 
fiction.o of our own imaginationa, heated wit h factiou.o 
controvenieo, reasons for keeping men, that are 
neither guilty, nor justly mopected of crime, in a 
servitude equally dishonourable and unsafe to religion, 
and to the state. When men are constantly accuaed, 
but know themselvea not to be guilty, they mu.t 
naturally abhor their~. There is no charac
ter, when malignantly taken up and deliberately 
p1ll'Blled, which more naturally euitea indignotion 
and abhorrence in mankind; eapeeially in that part 
of mankind which mft"en from it.-Letter to RU:luJrd 
Bwu,EM/. 

AoTA.lI'TAO. o • .a. LJ8EUL POLICY 'f01I'A.&DI .az... 
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LAND.-It is very unfortunate that we should consider 
those as rivala, whom we ought to regard as fellow 
labourers in a common cause. Ireland has never 
made a single step in its progress towards prosperity, 
by which you have not had a share, and perhaps the 
greatest share, in the benefit. That progress has 
been chiefly owing to her own natural advantages, 
and her own efforts, which, after a long time, and by 
slow degrees, have prevailed in some measure over 
the mischievous systems which they have adopted. 
Far enough she is still from having arrived even at 
an ordinary state of perfection; and if our jealousies 
were to be converted into politics, as systematically 
as some would have them, the trade of Ireland would 
vanish out of the system of commerce. But believe 
me, if Ireland is beneficial to you, it is so not from 
the parts in which it is restrained, but from those in 
which it is left free, though not left unrivalled. The 
greater its freedom, the greater must be your advan
tage. If you should 108e in one way, you will gain 
in twenty.-Letter to Messrs. -- and Co., Bristol. 

TUB EVIL ATTENDING ON THB GOVERNMENT 0' THE 

IUNOBITY IN IRELAND, A.ND THE ESSENTIAL ADVAN .. 

TAGE OP A CLOSB CONNECTION BETWEEN THAT COUN

TRY AND BNOLAND.-My health has gone down very 
rapidly; and I have been brought hither (Bath) with 
very faint hopes of life, and enfeebled to such a de
gree, as those, who had known me some time ago, 
could scarcely think credible. Since I came hither, 
my sufferings have been greatly aggravated, and my 
little otrength still further reduced; 80 that, though 
I am told the symptoms of my disorder begin to 
carry a more favourable aspect, I paas the far larger 
part of the twenty-four honn, indeed almost all the 
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whole, either in my bed, or lying upon the coll"h, 
from whicb I dictate thiB. Had you breD appril<Cd 
of tbiB circumstance, you could not l,ave expected 
anything, as you &eem to do, from my active ""
ertions. I could do nothing, if I Willi .till Atrollger, 
not even" Si meru ad/oret Hector." 

There iB no hope for the body of the people of 
Ireland, as long as thooe who are in power with you, 
.hall make it the great object of their policy to pro
pagate an opinion on tbiB aide of the water, that the 
mass of their countrymen are not to be trulted hy 
their government: and that the only hold which 
England baa npon Ireland, eOusioto in pn.ooening a 
certain very lIlIIall number of gentlemen in full po.
oemon of a monopoly of that kingdom. ThiB .~·.t~"1II 
baa di.ogwrted many othen beaideo catholiCIJ aDd di .. 
oenters~ ..... . 

lJy poor opinion i.o, that the cI08CBt conoection 
between Great Britain and Ireland iB eooential to 

the well-being, I had a1moot oaid to the very being, 
of the two kingdomo. For that purpose I humhly 
conceive, that the ... hole of the mperior, and .. hat I 
should call imperial, politico ought to have ito reoi
deuce here; and that Ireland, locally, civilly, ,,,,d 
commerciaJJy independent, ought politicaJly to Io<,k 
np to Great Britain in all rnatten of peace or .. ar ; 
in all those pointa to be guided by her; and, in a 
word, with her to live and to die. At bottom, Ire
land baa no other choice. I mean no other rational 
choice. 

I think, indeed, that Great Britain would be ruined 
by the oeparation of Ireland; bot, as there are de
greES even in ruin, it would fall the moot heavily on 
Ireland.. By m.ch a oeparation Ireland would be the 
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most completely undone country in the world; the 
most wretched, the most distracted, and, in the end, 
the most desolate part of the habitable globe. Little 
do many people in Ireland consider how much of its 
prooperity has been owing to, and still depends upon, ' 
its intimate connection with this kingdom. But, 
more sensible of this great truth than perhaps any 
other man, I have never conceived, or can conceive, 
that the connection is strengthened by making the 
major part of the inhabitants of your country believe, 
that their ease, and their satisfaction, and their equal
isation with the rest of their fellow-subjeets of Ire
land, are things adverSe to the principles of that 
connection; or that their subjection to a small mo
nopolising junto, composed of one of the smallest of 
their own internal factions, is the very condition 
upon which the harmony of the two kingdom~ essen
tially depends. I was sorry to llear that this prin
ciple, or something not unlike it, was publicly and 
fully avowed by persons of great rank and authority 
in the house of lords in Ireland.-Letter on the 
ajfair8 qf Ireland. 1797. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES AND CHARACTERS. 

-
Unlria.ed (If by fayour at by ipite; 
NGt dully piEpa eA J OM' bliodJy riPi; 
Though lamed. welJ-bred; and tbouJb wrU-bn:d, IiDl'nl: ; 

Mode.uy bo)~ cd httmanJy trTeR; 
Who to a fritad hit .h. eUI freel,. Ihow, 
And gladly pniIe the merit of a foe; 
Bte.ed with .. tUWl eDd Tf!' IIDt'Amfiooed; 
A knowledge ho&h of boolu lind human kind; 
f'Ie'11eFOue CODTeIW; .. .aul eum~ frmn pride; 
A.nd loft 10 ,...." willi ..... GO b. Ii*. 

P .... 

THE VIDfEBABLE BEDI!. 

ASOTBEa island of .till leu importance, in the 
month of the Tees, and caIIed Landiofarne, ..... about 
thia time aanctified by the aWJteritiea of a hermit 
called Cuthbert. It aoon became alJoo a very cele
brated monaatery. It ..... , from a dread of the 
ravages of pirate&, removed firot to the adjacent part 
of the oontinent, and on the aame account finally to 
Durham. The heada of thia monutery omitted 
nothing, which conJd contribnte to the glory of their 
founder and to the dignity of their home; which 
became in a very abort time, by their ... idlllJu. 
endeavoun, the moot considerable &choo!, perhaps, 
in Europe. The great and jomot bout of this 
DlOIl&IItery ia the venerable Beda, ... ho ..... educated 
and opent hia .. hole life there. An account of his 
writings ia an aceonnt of the EngJu.h lcarning in that 
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age, taken in its most advantageous view. Many of 
his works remain, and he wrote both in prose and 
verse, and upon all sorts of subject.. His theology 
forms the most considerable part of his writings. 
He wrote comments upon almost the whole Scrip
ture, and several homilies on the principal festivals 
of the church. Both the comments and sermons are 
generally allegorical in the construction of tbe text, 
and simply moral in the application. In these dis
courses several things seem strained and fanci
ful: but herein he followed entirely the manner 
of the earlier fathers, from whom the greatest 
part of his divinity is not 80 mnch imitated as ex
tracted. The systematic and logical method, which 
seems to have been first introduced into theology by 
John of Damascns, and which afterwards was known 
by the name of school-divinity, was not then in use, 
at least in the Western church; though soon after it 
made an amazing progress. In this scheme, the 
allegorical gave way to the literal explication; the 
imagination had less scope; and the affections were 
less touched. But it prevailed by an appearance 
more solid and philosophical; by an order more 
scientific I and by a readiness of application, either 
for the solution or the exciting of donbts and diffi
culties. 

They also cultivated in this monastery the study 
of natural philosophy and astronomy. There remain 
of Beda one entire book, and some scattered essays 
on these subjects. This book, de Rerum Naturtl, is 
concise and methodical, and contains no very con
temptible abstract of the physics, which were taught 
in the decline of the Roman empire. It was some
what unfortunate, that the infancy ofEuglish learning 
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was supported by the dotage of the Roman, aDd that 
even the spring.bead Crom whence they drew their 
iDRtructioD.8 was itself corrupted. However, the 
work. of the great mastcn' of the ancient science 
still remained; but in natural philo.ophy the 
wont was the most f .... hionahle. The Epicurean 
physiC8, the most approaching to rational, had long 
lost aU credit by being matie the .upport of an 
impioD.8 theology and a loooe morality. The fine 
vision. of Plato feU into lOme discredit hy the abulC, 
which heretiC8 had made of them; and the .. riting. 
of Aristotle seem to have beeo then the only onea 
much regarded, even in natural philooophy, in .. hieh 
branch of science alone they are unworthy of him. 
Beds entirely foUoWl hia system. The appearance. 
of nature are explained by matter and form, aud by 
the four vnlgar element.; acted upon hy the fUDr 
sopposed qualities of hot, dry, moiot, and cold. II i. 
astronomy ia on the common oystem of the ancient.; 
sufficient for the few purpoaea to ... hieh thL")' applied 
it, but otherwiae imperfect and gro .. ly erroneoWl. 
He makes the moon larger than the earth; thongh a 
reflection on the nature of ecliplCl, .... hich he undl:r. 
stood, might ba .. e satisfied him ofthe contrary. But 
he had 10 much to copy, that he had little time to 
examine. These apecn1ationa, however erroncoWl, 
were still nseful; for thongh men err in .... ib'l,ing 
the C8WlC8 of natural operationa, the worb of nature 
are by thia means brought under their coD.8ideration; 
which cannot be done without enlarging the mind. 
The science may be false, or frivolotl.l; the impro,oe
meot will be reaL It may here be remarked, that 
lOOn alterwarda the manU began to apply them· 
eelvCII to astronomy and chronology from the die-
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putes, which were carried on with so much heat, and 
so little effect, concerning the proper time of cele
brating Easter; and the English owed the cultiva
tion of these noble sciences to onB of the most trivial 
controversies of ecclesiastic discipline. Beda did not 
confine his attention to those superior sciences. He 
treated of music, and of rhetoric, of g;ammar, and 
the art of versification, and of arithmetic, both by 
letters and on the fingers: and his work on this last 
subject is the only one, in which that piece of antique 
curiosity has been preserved to us. All these are 
short pieces; some of them are in the catechetical 
method; and seemed designed for the immediate use 
of the pupils in his monastery, in order to furnish 
them with some leading ideas in the rudiments of 
these arts, then newly introduced into his country. 
He likewise made, and probably for the same pur
pose, a very ample and valuable collection of short 
philosophical, political, and moral maxims from 
.AriStotle, Plato, Seneca, and other sages of heathen 
antiquity. He made· a separate book of shining 
common-place and remarkable passages, extracted 
from tbe works of Cicero; of whom he was a great 
admirer; though he seems to have been not a happy 
or diligent imitator in his style. From a view of 
these pieces, we may form an idea of what stock in 
the science the English at that time possessed; and 
what advances they had made. That work of Beda, 
which is the best known and most esteemed, is 
the Ecclesiastical History of the English Nation. 
Disgrured by a want of choice, and frequently by 
a confused ill disposition of his matter, and ble
mished with a degree of credulity next to infantine, 
it is still a "aluable, and for the time a surprising, 
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performance. The book opeWl with a de8cription 
of too ialand, which would not have diograced • 
claasical author; and he has prefixed to it a chrono. 
logical abridgment of sacred and profane hiltory, 
connected from tbe beginning of the world; which, 
thongh not critically adapted to hia main dL"lign, i. 
of far more intrinsic valne, and indeed displays a vast 
fund of hiatorical erudition. On the whole, though 
too father of the Engliah learning aeema to have 
been but • genius of the middle claM, neither ele
vated nor anbtil, and one who wrote in a I"", style, 
simple but not elegant; yet when we reIIect npon the 
time in which he lived, the place in which he apent 
00 whole life, within the wa1ls of a monaatery, in 10 

remote and wild a country, it ia impouihle to re
fuse him the praiae of an incredible industry, and 
a generous thirst of knOW'ledge. - .ilUridtpnml of 
English Kutury. 

lI"lLLl .... THE COliQUEBOB ... JOID L"'!'IPBAlfC. 

There it nothing more memorable in hi5tory than 
the aetiona, Cortuneo, and character of thia great 
man (William); whether we consider the grandeur 
of the plana he formed, the courage and wisdom 
with which they were executed, or the aplendour 
of that _, which, adorning bit youth, con· 
tinued without the ama1Ieot reserve to mpport 
bit age, even to the Iaat momenta of bit life. He 
lived above aeventy yean, and reigned within ten 
yean as long as he lived; sixty oyer 00 dukedom, 
above twenty oyer England; both of which he Be

qnired (R kept by bit own magnanimity, with hardly 
any other title than he derived from bit """"; 10 

that he might be reputed, in all reopecta, .. happy .. 
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the highest ambition, the most fully gratified, can 
make a maD. The silent inward satisfactions of 
domestic happiness he neither had nor sought. He 
had a body suited to the character of his mind, erect, 
firm, large, and active; whilst to be active was a 
praise; a conntenance stern, and which became com
mand. Magnificent in his living, reserved in his 
conversation, grave in his common deportment, but 
relaxing with a wise facetiousness, he knew how to 
relieve his mind and preserve his dignity; for he 
never forfeited by a personal acquaintance that 
esteem he had acquired by his great actions. U n
learned in books, he formed his nnderstanding by 
the rigid discipline of a large and complicated ex
perience. He knew men much, and therefore 
generally trusted them but little; but when he 
knew any man to be good, he reposed in him an 
entire confidence, which prevented his prudence from 
degenerating into a vice. He had vices in his com
position, and great ones; but they were vices of a 
great mind: ambition, the malady of every exten
.ive geuius; and avarice, the madness of the wise: 
one chiefly actuated his youth; the other governed 
his age. The vices of yonng and light minds, 
the joys of wine, and the pleasures of love, never 
reached his aspiring nature. The general run of 
men he looked on with contempt, and treated with 
cruelty when they opposed him. Nor was the rigour 
of his mind to be softened but with the appearsnce 
of extraordinary fortitude in his enemies, which, by 
a sympathy congeuial to his own virtues, always 
excited his admiration, and insured his mercy. So 
that there were often Been in this one man, at the 
lame time, the extremes of a 8avage cruelty, and a 
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generosity, that doea honour to human nature. 
Religion too seemed to have B great influence 011 hit 
mind from policy, or from better motives; but hi. 
religion WB8 displayed in the regularity with which 
he performed ito duties, not in the .ubmi .. ioll he 
.howed to ito ministeno, which WB8 nevt .. more than 
what good govemmCllt required. Yet hi, choice of 
a counaellor and favollrite WB8, not aecordillg to the 
mode of the time, out of that order, and B choice 
that doea honour to hit memory. Thi. WB8 Lanfnlllc, 
a man of great learning for the times, alld extra
ordinary piety. He owed hit elevation to William; 
but, thongh always inviolably faithful, he never .. as 
the tool or tlatterer of the power ... hich rai.oed him; 
and the greater freedom be .howed, the higher he 
rOBe in the confidCllceof hit maoter. By mixing 
with the concemo of otate he did not 1,_ hit religi'ffl 
and conscience, or make them the coven or inotru
menta of ambition; but tempering the fierce polity 
of a new power by the mild lighto of religion, be 
became a blesoing to the conntry iD W hieb be ...... 
promoted. The Englioh owed to the virtue of thie 
otranger, and tbe influCllce he bad on tbe king, tbe 
little remains of liberty they continued to enjoy; 
and ai laot onch a degree of hit confideoce, ao in 
BOme BOrt eonnterbalanced the oeverities of dJe 
(ormer part of hit reign.-Abridgment of Eng/il" 
Hillary. 

ROBERT. Dl'lil! OF l<OIUIAJ<DY. AND "'ILUAII B(;Yl8. 

Robert, thongh in an advanced age at hie fath' .... 
death, ...... evCII then more rem .... kable (or tL,
rirtueo which make no entertain hopes of a young 
man, than for that oteady pmdCllce which u. necea-
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sary when the short career we are to run will not allow 
us to make many mistakes. He had indeed a tem
per suitable to the genius of the time he lived in, and 
which therefore enabled binI to make a considerable 
figure in the transactions which distinguished that 
period. He was of a sincere, open, candid nature; 
passionately fond of glory; ambitious without haviDg 
any determinate object in view; vehement in his 
PU1'8nits, but inconstant; much in war, which he un
derstood and loved. But guiding himself both in 
war and peace solely by the impulses of an unbounded 
and irregular spirit, he filled the world with an equal 
admiration and pity of his splendid qualities and 
great mi.fortunes. 

William was of a character very different. His 
views were short, his designs few, his genius narrow, 
and his manners brutal; full of craft, rapacious, 
without faith, withont religion; but ci1'CllIllspect, 
steady and courageous for his ends, not for glory. 
These qualities secured to binI that fortune which 
the virtues of Robert deserved. . . • . 

We have painted this prince (William Rufus) in 
the colo1l1"ll in which he is drawn by all the writers 
who lived the nearest to his time. Although the 
monkish historians, affected with the partiality of 
their character, and with the sense of recent injuries, 
expressed themselves with passion concerning him, 
we have no other guides to follow. Nothing, indeed, 
in his life appears to vindicate hi. character; and it 
makes strongly for his disadvantage, that without 
any great end of government he contradicted the 
prejudices of the age in which he lived, the general 
and common foundation of honour; and thereby 
made himself obnoxious to that body of men, who 

111 
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had the sole CUBtody of fame, aDd could alone tran •• 
mit his name with glory or disgrace to posterity.
Abridgment of Engluh HutfJ7'1l. 

HESRY u. 
John W88 his youngeat and favourite child; in 

him he reposed all his hopel, and conllOled bimJIClf 
for the undutifulne.. of his other sona; but after 
concluding the treaty with the king of france and 
Richard, he found, too lOOn, that John had been 81 

deep 88 any in the conspiracy. Thil 11'81 hia laot 
wound; affiicted by hia children in their death., and 
harassed in their livea; mortified 88 a fatber and a 
king; worn down with C8l'e1l and sorrowl, more than 
with yean, he died, cnraing hia fortnne, his cl,ildren, 
and the hour of his birth. When he perceived that 
death approached him, by his own desire he W81 

carried into a church and laid at the altar'. foot. 
Hardly had he expired, when he 11'88 otripped, then 
furoaken by his attendanto, and left a long time a 
naked and unheeded body in an empty church: af· 
fording a just consolation (or tbe obocurity of a mean 
(ortune, and an inotrnctive !eaton how little an out
ward greatness, and enjoymento foreign to the mind. 
contribute towards a solid felicity, in the example of 
one who W88 the greateot of lings and tbe uohappieet 
ofmaukind.-Abridgmenl ()f Eng/uh HiW"'1I. 

RICHARD C<EL'B HE LIOS. 

In many reapecta a otriking parallel preaenta illCif 
between thia ancient king of England and Charlca 
XU. of S .... eclen. They were both inordinately de
sirous of war, and rather gencrala than kings. Both 
were rather fond of glory than ambitious of empire. 
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Both of them made and, deposed sovereigns. They 
both carried on their wars at a distance from home. 
They were both made prisonen by a friend and ally. 
They were both reduced by an adversary inferior in 
war, but above them in the arts of rule. After spend
ing their lives in remote adventures, elWh perished at 
last near home, in enterprises not suited to the 
splendour of their former exploits. Both died child
less; and both, by the neglect of their affairs, and 
the severity of their government, gave their subjects 
provocation and encouragement to revive their free
dom. In all these respects the two characten were 
o.like; but Richard fell as much short of the Swedish 
hero in temperance, chastity, and equality of mind, 
as he exceeded him in wit and eloquence. Some of 
his aayings are the most spirited that we find in that 
time; and Bome of-his verses remain, which in a bar
barous age might have passed for ·poetry.-Alrridg_ 
ment of Engluk Hutory. . 

HENRY THE GREAT, KING OF FRANCE. 

I have observed the affectation which, for many year. 
past, has prevailed in Paris even to a degree perfectly 
childish, o£ idolizing the memory of your Henry the 
Fourth. If anything could put anyone out of hu
mour with that ornament to the kingly character, it 
would be this overdone style of insidious panegyric. 
The penons who have worked this engine the most 
busily are those who have ended their panegyrics in 
dethroning his successor and descendaut; a man, as 
good-natured, at the least, as Henry the" Fourth j 
altogether as fond of his people j and who has done 
infinitely more to correct the ancient vices of the 
atate than that great 'Vonarch did, or we are sure he 

M' 
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ever meant to do. Well it iB for hie panegyri.ta 
that they have not him to deal with. f'or II enry of 
Navarre was a resolute, active, Rnd politic prince. 
He pOl8essed, indeed, great ljumanity and mildnc .. ; 
hut a humanity and mildnese that never etood in the 
way of hie intet'eete. He never lOught to be loved 
without putting himself fint in a condition to be 
feared. He med soft language with determined con
duct. He asserted and maintained biB authority in 
the groos, and distribnted hie acts of eonceosion only 
in the detail He .pent the income of hie prerogative 
nobly: but he took care not to break in npon the 
capital; never abandoning for a moment any of the 
claims which he made under the fundamental law., 
nor "paring to shed the blood of those who oppooed 
him, often in the field, lOJDetimea npon the scaffold. 
Because he knew how to make hi. virtnea respected 
by the ungrateful, he has merited the praia... of 
those whom, if they had lived in hiB time, he would 
have .hut up in the Bastille, and brought to punioh
ment along with the regicidea .... hom he banged after 
he had t'amiahed Pan. into a rnrrender.-Rejlecti", .. 
on tile Rer1o/ution in France. 

waD BAeml. 

Wbo ie there, that npon hearing the name of Lord 
Bacon, doea not instantly recogniae evEirything of 
genim the mOlt profound, everything of literature 
the moot CItenBive, everything of di ...... ery the mOlt 
penetrating, everything of observation on human life 
the moot dininguiahing and refined? All theac 
mDBt be instantly recognised, for they are all inoepa.
rahly 8MOciated with the name of Lord V ernlam~ 
.~cA ill tile ImpefJdmerol 0/ Warrm Huting •. 



01' EDMUND BURKE. 

CROMWELL AND HALE. 

Cromwell, when he attempted to legalise his power, 
and to settle his conquered country in a state of order, 
did not look for dispensers of justice in the instru
ments of his usurpation. Quite the contrary. He 
Bought out, with great solicitude and selection, and 
even from the party most opposite to his designs, men 
of weight and decorum of character; men unstained 
with the violence of the times, and with hands not 
fouled with confiscation and sacrilege, for he chose 
an Hale for his chief justice, though he absolutely 
refused to take his civic oaths, or to make any 
acknowledgment ·whatsoever of the legality of his 
government. Cromwell told this great lawyer, that 
since he did not approve his title, all he required of 
him was, to administer, in a manner agreeable to his . 
pure sentiments and unspotted cliaracter, that Jus
tice ·without which hunian society cannot subsist, 
that it was not his particular government, but civil 
order itself, which, as a judge, he wished him to 
support. Cromwell knew how to separate the insti
tutionB expedient to his usurpation from the admi
nistration of the public justice of his country. For 
Cromwell was a man in whom ambition had not 
wholly auppres8ed, but only suspended, the senti
ments of religion, and the love (as far as it could 
consist with his designs) of fair and honourable 
reputation. Accordingly, we are indebted to this 
act of his for the preservation of oUl' laWI, which 
Bome senseless assertora of the rights of men were 
then on the point of entirely erasing, as relics of 
feudality and barbarism. Besides, he gave in the 
appointment of that man, to that age, and to all 
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posterity, the most brilliant exam pie of sincere and 
fervent piety, exact justice, and profound jurispru
dcnce.-Leller to II Mtmber o! the NatWnaI AA8emblg. 

MONK AND CHARLP.8 /I. 

You ask me wbat I think of the conduct of OeneruJ 
Monk. How tim affects your ease I cllDnot tell. I 
doubt wbetber you pas ..... , in FrllDce, any pcrIKma of 
a eapRCity to aerve tbe French monarchy in tbe aame 
manner in which Monk aerved the monarchy of Eng. 
land. The army which Monk commanded had been 
formed by Cromwell to a perfection of diocipline 
.... hicb perbaps baa neYer been exceeded. That army 
was besidea of an excellent composition. The aoldien 
were men of extraordinary piety after their mode, of 
the greatest regularity, IlDd even lICYerity of mannen ; 
brave in tbe field, but modest, quiet, and orderly in 
their qURrten; men who abborred the idea of ....,...j. 
nating their officers or any other persona; and who 
(they at least who served in tim iAland) were firmly 
attached to those generals by whom tbey were well 
treated and ably commanded. Such an army, once 
gained, might be depended 00. I doubt much, if 
you could now find a Monk, whether a Monk could 
find in France 81lCh an army. 

I certainly agree with you, that in all probability 
we owe our whole conatitution to the restoration of 
the EngliAh monarchy. The atate of thinga from 
whicr. :Monk relieved England, was however by no 
means, at that time, 10 deplorable, in any oeruoe, .. 
yoon iA now, and nnder the present away iA likely 
to continue. Cromwell had delivered England from 
RIlRlChy. HiA government, thongh military and 
despotic, had been regular and orderly. t" nder the 
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iron, and under the yoke, the Boil yielded its pro
duce. After his death, the evils of anarchy were 
rather dreaded than felt. Every"lllR!l was yet safe 
in his house and in his property. But it must be 
admitted, that Monk freed this nation from great 
and just apprehensions both of future anarchy and 
of probable tyranny -in sOme form or other. The 
king whom he gave us was indeed the very reverse 
of your benignant sovereign, who, in reward for his , 
attempt to bestow liberty on his subjects, languishes 
himself in prison. The person given to us by Monk 
was a man without any sense of his duty as a prince, 
without any regard to the dignity of his crown; 
without any love to his people; dissolnte, false, venal, 
and destitute of any positive good quality whatsoever, 
except a pleasant temper, and the manners of a 
gentleman. Yet the restoration of our monarchy, 
even in the person of such a prince, was everything 
to us; for without monarchy in England, most cer
tainly we never can enjoy either peace or liberty.
Letter to /J Memher of tke National Assemhly. 

GEORGE II. 

In time. full of doubt and danger to his pelson 
and family, George II. maintained the dignity of 
his crown connected with the liberty of his people, 
not only unimpaired, but improved, for the space of 
thirty-three years. He overcame a dangerous re
bellion, abetted by foreign force, and raging in the 
heart of his kingdom; and thereby destroyed the 
seedl of all future rebellion that conld arise upon 
the lame principle. He carried the glory, the power, 
the commerce of England, to a height nnknown even 
to this renowned nation in the times of ita greatest 
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prooperity: and he left hit meeeooion reoting on the 
true and only true foundatiODll of aU I\Jltional and all 
rega1 greatnesa; affection at home, reputation abroad, 
trust in alii .... , terror in ri....J nations. The most 
ardent lover of hit country cannot ... ish for Great 
Britain a happier fate than to continue .... be ... 811 

then left. A people, emn10ua u .. e are in affection 
to our preaent oovereign, kno.. not how to form 8 

prayer to heaven for a greater bletoing upon his 
virtues, or a higher state of felicity and glory, than 
that he .honld live, and .hould reign, and, .. hen 
Providence ordain. it, .hould die, exactly like his 
illustrious predeeeaoor.-TlwughL. on the Ca.ue of the 
prelenJ DilcontenJ.. 177 O. 

SIB ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Mr. Walpole (afterwarde Sir Robert) .. uone of tbe 
managers on thit oreaaion. He....... an honourable 
man and 8 BOund Whig. He ... ao not, 811 the Jacobite. 
and discontented Whigs of his time have repreoented 
him, and 80 ill-informed people still repreoent him, • 
prodigal and corrnpt minister. They charged bim, in 
their libels and eeditiouo convenatiODll, with having 
first rednced corrnption to 8 eystem_ Soch .... their 
cant. Bot he ..... far from governing by corrnption. 
He governed by party attachments. The charge of 
aystematic corrnption ia leto applicable to him, 
perhaps, than to any minister who ever eerved tbe 
crown for 10 great • length of time. He gained mer 
Yery few from the oppoeition_ Withont being • 
genius of the first claoo, he...... an intelligent, pru
dent, and aCe minister. He lmed peace; and he 
helped to oommuni .... te the eame diopooition to na
tiono at leaot u .. arlike and reotleM .. that in .. hich 
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he had the chief direction of affairs. Though he 
served a master' who was fond of martial fame, he 
kept all the establishments very low. The land-tax 
continued at two shilling. in the pound for the 
greater part of his administration. The other im
positions were moderate. The profound repose, the 
equal liberty, the firm protection of just law. during 
the long period of his power, were the principal 
causes of that prosperity which afterwards took such 
rapid strides towards 'perfection; and which furnished 
to this nation ability to acquire the military glory 
which it has since obtained, as well as to bear the 
burthens, tbe cause and consequence of that warlike 
reputation. With many virtues, public and private, 
he had his faults; but his faults were superficial. A 
careless, coarse, and over-familiar style of discourse, 
without sufficient regard to persona or occasions, and 
an almost total want of political decorum, were the 
errors by which he was most hurt in the public 
opinion; and those through which his enemies ob
tained the greatest advantage over him. But justice 
must be done. The prudence, steadiness, and vigi
lance of that man, joined to the greatest possible 
lenity in his character and his politics, preserved the 
crown to this royal family; and, with it, their laws 
and liberties to this country.~Appeal from tM New 
to tM Ow. Whig •. 

'When 1 was very young, a general fashion told me 
I was to admire some of the writings against that 
minister (W""alpole); a little more maturity taught me 
as much to despise them. I observed one fault in 
his general proceeding. He never manfully put for_ 
ward the entire strength of his cause. He temporised, 
he managed, and, adopting very nearly the sentiments 

M3 
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of his adversarics, he oppoocd their ipfcrences. TI,i., 
for a political commander, is the choice of a weak poot. 
His adversaries had the better of the argument, .... 
he handled it, not .... the re&'!On and justice of hi. 
cause· enahled him to manage it. I oay thi., after 
having seen, and with some care examined, the 
original docnmento concerning certain important 
transactions of those times.-Letter. em a Regicitk 
Peare. 

JEA:'f JACQCEB ROl"!lfjEAl.'. 

The Assemhly proceeds on maxima the vcry re
verse of these. The Aooemhly recommends to ito 
yonth a study of the hold experimenters in morality. 
Everyhody knows that there is a great diopnte, 
amongst their leaders, which of them is the bt...t 
resemblance of RotJ.tl8eau. In truth, they all resemble 
him. H is blood they transfnse into their minds and 
into ~heir mann·en. Him they study; him they 
meditate; him tFiey turn over in all tbe time they 
can opare from the laborion.o mischief of the day, 
or the debauches of the night. Ronooeau is their 
CRnon of holy writ; in hi. life he i. their canon 
of Po/ycietU1J; he is their standard figure of per
fection. To this man and this writer, .... a pattern 
to anthon and to Frenchmen, the fuundries of Paris 
are now running for ltatues, ";th the kettles of tbeir 
poor and the bells of their church"". H an author 
had written like a great genin.o on geometry, though 
its practical and speculative morals ... ere viciono in 
the extreme, it might appear, that in voting tbe 
1Itatne, they honoured ooly the geometrician. But 
RoOMeRu is a mora1iot, or he is nothing. It is 
impotlSible, therefore, putting the circnmstancea to
gether, to mistake their deoign in choooing the 
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author, with whom they have beguu to recommend 
a course of .tudies. 

Their great problem it! to find a substitute for all 
the principle. which hitherto have been employed to 
regulate the human will and action. They find 
dispositions in the mind of such force and quality as 
may fit men, far better than the old morality, for 
the purposes of such a state as theirs, and may go 
much further in supporting their power, and destroy
ing their enemies. They have therefore chosen a 
selfish, flattering, seductive, ostentatious vice, in the 
place of plain duty. True humility, the basis of the 
Christian system, it! the low, but deep and firm, 
foundation of all· real virtue. But tbia, as very 
paiuful in the practice, and little imposing in the 
appearance, they have totally discarded. Their ob
ject is to merge all natural and all Bocial sentiment 
in inordinate vauity. In a small degree, and con
versant in little things, vauity i. of little moment. 
When full grown, it is the worst of vices, and tbe 
occasional mimic of them all. It makes the whole 
man false. It leaves nothing sincere or trustworthy 
about him. His best qualities are poisoned and 
perverted by it, and operate exactly as the worst. 
When your lord. had many writers as immoral R8 

the ohject of their statue (such as Voltaire and others) 
they chose Rousseau; because in him that peculiar 
vice, which they wished to erect into ruling virtue, 

. was by far the most conspicuous. 
We have had the great professor and founder of 

the phiw8OJ1hy 0/ vanity in England. As I had good 
opportuuities of knowing bia proceedings almast from 
day to day, he left no doubt on my mind that he 
entertained no principle either to influence bia heart. 
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or to guide hie understanding, but "ani!y.· With 
thie vice he "81 p""""ued to a degree little .hort of 
madneal. It ill from the lI8Dle deranged, eccentric 
ranity, that thie, the inll8lle &cralu of the National 
.ABoembly, "81 impelled to publilh a mad eonfCllrion 
of bill mad fault., and to attempt a ne" lOr! of glory 
from bringing hardily to light the oblCUre and rolgar 
vicel, .. hich .. e know may lOlnetimee be blended 
with eminent talent.. He baa not oblCrYed on the 
nature of vanity ... ho doee not know that it ill omni
vorous; that it baa no ehoice in it. food; that it ;. 
fond to talk even of it. own faultl and viCCII, 81 ... hat 
wi.ll excite surpriIe and dra" attention, and .. hat will 
Jl&I!II at .. ont for openn_ and eandour. 

It W8I thi.a ab11le and perversion, which yanity 
makee even of hypocri.oy, that baa driven BousIeau 
to record a life not 10 much .. cheqnered, or opotted 
here and there, with virtneI, or even diltinguilhed 
by a lingle good action. It ill Inch a life he chOOIeI 
to offer to the attention of mankind. It ill Inch a 
life that, with a wild defiance, he lling. in the face of 
hie Creator, whom he acknowledgee only to brave. 
Your .ABoembly, knowing how much more powerful 
eumple is found than precept, baa cholen thio man 
(by hie own aeeonnt witbont a aingle virtue) for a 
modeL To him tbey erect their fint Itatne. From 
him they commence their .me. of honoun and dis
tinctiona. 

It ill that new invented virtue, which your JDaIterII 
eauonioe, that led their moral hero conatantly to 
exhaust the Ito...,. of hie powerful rhetorie in the 
expreollion of universal benevolence; whilst hie heart 
w .. in""p"hle of harbouring one opark of eoJIlIDOIl 

parental affection. Benevolence to the wbole opeciea, 
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and want of feeling for every individual with whom 
the professora come in contact, form the character of 
the new philosophy. Setting up for an unsocial 
independence, this their hero of vanity refuses the 
just price of common labour, as well as the tribute 
which opulence owes to genius, and which, when 
paid, honoura the giver and the receiver: and then 
he pleads his beggary as an excuse for his crimes. 
He melts with tenderness for those only who touch 
him by the remotest relation, and then, without one 
natural pang, casts away, as a sort of offal and excre
ment, the spawn of his disgustful amoura, and sends 
his children to the hospital of foundlings. The bear 
loves, licks, and forms her young; but bears are not 
philosophers. Vanity, however, finds its account in 
reversing the train of our natural feelings. Thou
sands admire the sentimental writer; the affeetionate 
father is hardly known in his parish. 

Under this philosophic instructor in the ethics of 
vanity, they have attempted in France a regeneration 
of the moral constitution of man. Statesmen, like 
your present ruiera, exist by everything which is 
spurious, fictitious, and false; by everything which 
takes the man from his house, and sets him on a 
stage; which makes him up an artificial creature, 
with painted, theatric sentiments, fit to be seen by 
the glare of candlelight, and formed to be contem
plated at a due distance. Vanity is too apt to prevail 
in all of us, and in all countries. To the improve
ment of Frenchmen it seems not absolutely necessary 
that it should be taught upon system. But it is 
plain that the 'present rebellion was its legitimate 
offspring, and it is piously fed by that rebellion with 
a daily dole. 
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If the system of institution recommended by the 
assembly be raIse and theatric, it ie becauoe their 
.ystem of government ie of the ome character. To 
that, and to that alone, it·" otrietly conformable. 
To underatand either, we must connect the m01'8Ia 
with the politics of tbe legi.laton. Y ma practical 
philooopbera, systematic in everything, have wisely 
begun at the source. As the relation bet .... een parents 
and children ie the first amongol the elements of 
vulgar, natural morality; * they erect ltatues to a 
wild, ferocious, low-minded, hard-hearted father, of 
fine general reelings; a lover of hit kind, but a hater 
of hia kindred. Your ma.oters reject the duties of hie 
vulgar relation, as contrary to liberty; as not fonnded 
in the aociaI compact; and not binding according to 
the rights of men; becauoe the relation i. not, of 
coune, the result of free election; never 10 on the 
side of the children, not alway. on the part of the 
parent •. 

The next relation which they regenerate by their 
statues to Rou..ean ie that which ie next in oanctity 
to that of a father. They differ from tb,- old
fashioned thinkers, who considered pedagog0C8 &8 

BOber and venerable characters, and allied to the 
parental_ The moralietl of the dark times, pre
ceplurem "tu:li r:obJere partnJu eue Weo. In this 
age of Iigbt, they teach the poople that precepton 
ought to be in the place of gallanta. They sy!Jtema,. 
ticalJy corrupt a very corruptible race (for lOme time 

• F"lIioIa ... te cIeIedari ... eI prot.,; tilli ..... __ .,... .,.. 
ft: ~: ~ .. bEe DQB -. aan. poIaI 1k.miDi ...... ...... 
__ IIUaJ'Ie adjUDelio: qua .ubIaIa Yite IIOCiet.M f(..lliQlJ". "aJtte 
Poan. (l<.oa.am) .. lID _pIlIi. (L' _ l<au.-Je.)
Cio. Ep. ad A_ 
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a growing nuisance amongst you), a set of pert, 
petulant literatol'S, to whom instead of their proper, 
but severe, unostentations duties, they assign the 
brilliant part of men of wit and pleasure, of gay, 
young, military sparks, and danglers at toilets. They 
eall on the rising generation in France to take a 
sympathy in the adventures and fortunes, and they 
endeavour to engage their sensibility on the side of 
pedagogues, who betray the most awful family trnsts, 
and vitiate their female pupils. They teach the 
people that the debauchel'S of virgins, almost in the 
arms of their parents, may be safe inmates in the 
honses, and even fit guardians of the honour of those 
husbands who succeed legally to the office which the 
yonng literatol'S had pre-occupied, without asking 
leave of law or conscience. 

Thus they dispose of all the family relations of 
parents and children, husbands and wives. Throngh 
this same instructor, by whom they corrupt the 
morals, they corrupt the taste. Taste and elegance, 
though they are reckoned only among the smaller 
and lecondary morale, yet are of no mean import
ance in the regnlationof life. A moral taste is not 
of force to turn vice into virtue; but it recommends 
virtue with something like the blandishments of 
pleasure; and it infinitely abates the evila of vice. 
Rouaseau, a writer of great force and vivacity, is 
totally desti~te of taste, in any sense of the word. 
Your mastel'S, who are his scholars, conceive that all 
refinement has an aristocratic character. The last 
age had exhausted all its powers in giving a grace 
and nobleness to our mutoal appetites, and in raising 
them into a higher cl .... and order than seemed justly 
to belong to them. Through Rou88eau, your mastel'S 
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are resolved to destroy these ariatocratic prejudicel. 
The passion called love has 10 gcneru.! and powerful 
an influence; it makCl 10 much of the enu,rtain
ment, and indeed 10 mnch of the occupation of that 
part of life which decides the character (or ever, that 
the mode and the priociplCl on which it engage. the 
sympathy, and ItrikCl the imagination, become of 
the utmoot importance to the morala and manner_ 
of every oociety • Your ruJen were well aware of 
thit; and in their oylltem of changing your mannt ... 
to accommodate them to their politico, they found 
nothing 10 convenient BI RoutteBu. Through him 
they teach men to love after the fashion of philOlO
phen; that ii, they teach to men, to Frenchmen, a 
love without gallantry; a love without anything of 
that fine Bower of youthfu\neu and gentility, which 
placCl it, if not among the virtuCI, among the om8-
mentt of life. Inatead of thil passion, naturally 
allied to grace and mannen, they infu.oe into their 
youth an unfashioned, indelicate, lOur, gloomy, fero
ciona medley of pedantry and 1ewdnCII; of metaph y
oical opeculationa blended with the C08nICIt oenauality. 
Such i. the general morality of the pallions to be 
found in their famona phi\ooopher, in hit famouo 
... ork of philooophic gallantry the N~lk Hlkiile. 

When the fence from the gallantry of preeepton 
iI broken down, and your familiCi are no lon.ger pro
tected by decent pride, and lBiutary domeotic preju
dice, there io but one step to a frightful corruption. 
The ruJen in the National ~hly are in good 
hopea that the femaJeo of the first fami.liee in France 
may become an euy prey to dancing-maoten, fiddlen, 
pattem-dra".en, friM:urs, and v~hamhre, &lid 
ather active citizens of that deaeription, ,.. ho having 
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the entry into your houses, and being half domesti
cated by their situation, may be blended with you by 
regular and irregular relations. By a law they have 
made these people their equals. By adopting the 
sentiments of Rousseau they have made them your 
rivals. In this manner these great legiBlators com
plete their plan of levelling, and establish their rights 
of men on a sure foundation. . 

I am certain that the writings of RoUBBe8u lead 
directly to this kind of shameful evil. I have often 
wondered how he comes to be so much more admired 
and followed on the continent than he is here. Per
haps a secret charm in the language may have its 
share in this extraordinary difference. We certainly 
perceive, and to a degree we feel, in this writer, a 
.tyle glowing, animated, enthusiastic; at the same 
time that we find it lax, di1I'use, and not in the best 
taate of composition; all the members of the piece 
being pretty equally laboured and expanded, without 
any due selection or 8ubordination of parts. He i. 
generally too much on the stretch, and his manner 
baa little variety. We cannot rest upon any of his 
works, though they contain observations which OCCR

aioually discover a considerable insight into human 
nature. But his doctrines, on the whole, are 80 in
applicable to real life and manners, that we never 
dream of drawing from them any rule for laws or 
conduct, or for fortifying or illustrating anything by 
a reference to his opinions. They have with us the 
fate of older paradoxes, 

Cum nmtum ad .".... eat. ...... ~ repugnut, 
Arque ;pe utili'" jWlli prope mater eI. ""lui. 

Perhaps bold speculations are more acceptable be-
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cause more new to yon than to no, who have been 
long Binee satiated with them. We continne, 8A in 
the two iBAt ageo, to read, more generally than I 
helieve io now done on the cOntinent, the authon of 
oound antiquity. Theoe occupy our mind.. They 
give no another taAte and tum; and will not rufl'er 
no to he more than transiently amnJed with pa ..... 
doxical morality. It io not that I consider thi. 
writer 8A wholly deotitnte of just notiona. Amongot 
hio irregularitieo, it must be reckoned that he ill 
oometimeo moral, and moral in a very Bublime atrain. 
Bnt the gener(JI 8piril tmd tf"lUiellcy of hiB work> ;. 
mischievono; and the more mi.ochievono for thiB 
mixture: for perfect depravity of aentiment io not 
reconcilable with eloquenee; and the mind (though 
COITlIptible, not complectionaDy mono) would n-ject, 
and throw off with diognot, a letwm of pure and un· 
mixed evil. Theoe writer. make even virtoe a pander 
to vice. . 

However, I 1_ consider the author thao the 
system of the AMembly in perverting morality 
through hio mC8Dl. 'fhio I eonfeoa makea me 
nearly despair of any attempt npon the mindA of 
their foDowen, through reaJIOD, honour, or con· 
ocienee. The great object of your tyranu io to 
destroy the gentlemen of Fnuwe; and lor that pur. 
pooe they destroy, to the beAt of their power, all the 
effect of those relatiODl which may render eonMer. 
able men powerful or even we. To deotroy that 
order, they vitiate the whole community. That DO 

meana may eIiot of confederating againat their 
tyranny, by the lalse sympathies of thio 11'""""lk 
HiW"Ue, they endelavour to mbvcrt those principles of 
domestic trust and fidelity, ... hich form the discipline 
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of social life. They propagate principles by which 
every 8ervant may think it, if not his duty, at least 
his privilege, to betray his master. By these prin
ciples, every considerable father of a family 108e8 the 
sanctuary of his house. Dehet /IUIJ cuique domft/l 
e8Be pe'1fugium tutisrimum, says the law, which your 
legislators have taken so much pains, first to decry, 
then to repeal. They destroy all the tranquillity 
and aecurity of dome8tic life; turning the asylum of 
the house into B gloomy prison, where the father of 
the family must drag out a miserable existence, 
endangered in proportion to the apparent means of 
hi8 safety; where he is worse than solitary in a crowd 
of domestics, and more apprehensive from his oervauto 
and inmates, than from the hired, blood-thirsty mob 
without doors, who are ready to pull him to the 
ianterne.-Lett ... to " Memh ... qf the NatiOfiaI A,
,emhly. 

LOUIS XVI. 

But the reverend pastor exults in this "leading 
in triumph," became truly Louis the Sixteenth was 
"an arbitrary mouarch;" that io, in other words, 
neither more nor 1_ than became he was Louis 
the Sixteenth, and because he had the miafortDne 
to be born King of France, with the prerogatives 
of which, a long line of ancestors, and a long ac
quieaceuce of the people, without auy act of his, 
had put him in P088C8sion. A misfortune it haa 
indeed turned out to him, that he was born king 
of France. Butmisfortune is not crime, nor is indis
cretion always the greatest guilt. I shall never 
think that a prince, the acts of whose whole reign 
was & series of concessiol18 to his 8ubjeots, who was 
willing to relax his authority, to remit his preroga-
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tives, to call his people to a share of frcedom, not 
known, perhaps not desired, hy their ance.tors; luch 
a prince, though he should be subjected to the 
common frailtico attached to men and to princes, 
though he should have once thought it nece888rY to 
provide force against the desperate design. maw. 
fcotly carrying on against his perllOn, and the rem
nants of his authority; though aU this should be 
taken into consideration, I shall be.led with great 
difficulty to think he deservco the cruel and inaulting 
triumph of Paris, and of Dr. Price. 

The unhappy Louis XVI. 11'88 a man of the beat 
intentiOIll! that probahly ever reigned. lie 11'88 by 
no me&IlI! deficient in talents. lie had a moo 
laudable deoire to supply by general reading, aDd 
even by the acquisition of elemental knowledge, an 
education in all pointe originally defective; bot 
nobody told him (and it 11'88 no wonder he should Dot 
himaelC divine it), that the world of which he read, 
and the world in which he lived, were DO longer the 
oame. Dcoiroua of doing everything for the bellt, 
fearful of cabal, cIiatrIlI!ting his own judgment, he 
IOnght hit ministero of all kinds upon public teoti
mony. But 88 courte are the field for caballera, the 
public is the theatre for mountebank. and impootan. 
The cure for both thOle eru. is in tbe diacernmL'IIt of 
the prince. Bot an 8CCII1'ate and penetrating dis
eernment is what in a young prioce conld not be 
looked for. 

His conduct in ite principle W88 not uo.rue; bot 
like moo otber of hit well-meant dcaiglll!, it failcd in 
hit hands. It failed partly from mere ill fortune, to 
which specuIaton are rarely pleaaed to 88Irign that 
.,ery large .bare to which Ibe is jnItIy entitled in 
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human affairs. The failure, perhaps, in part, was 
owing to his suffering his system to be vitiated and 
disturbed by those intrigues which it is, humanly 
speaking, impossible wholly to prevent in courts, or 
indeed under any form of government. However, 
with these aberrations, he gave himself over to a suc
cession of the statesmen of public opinion. In other 
things he thought that he might be a king on the 
te'1"s of his predecessors. He was conscious of the 
purity of his heart and the general good tendency of 
his government. He flattered himself, as most men 
in his situation will, that he might consnlt his ease 
without danger to his aafety. It is not at all won
derful that both he and his ministers, giving way 
abundantly in other respects to innovation, should 
take up in policy with the tradition of their monarchy. 
Under his ancestors the monarchy had subsisted, and 
even been strengthened, by the generation or sup
port of republics. First, the Swiss republics grew 
under the guardianship of the French monarchy. 
The Dutch republic. were hatched and cherished 
under the sa.me incubation. Afterwards, a republican 
constitution was, under the inlluence of France, 
established in the empire against the pretensions of 
its chief. Even whilst the monarchy of France, by a 
series of wars and negotiations, and lastly by the 
treaties of Westphalia, had obtained the establish
ment of the protestants in Germany as a law of the 
empire, the sa.me monarchy, under Louis XIII., had 
force enough to destroy the republican system of the 
protestants at home. 

Louis XVI. was a diligent reader of history. But 
the very lamp of prudence blinded him. The guide 
of human life led him ·astray. A silent revolution in 
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the moral world preceded the political, Bnd prepared 
it. It became of more importance than ever what 
examples were given, and what mea.ourea were 
adopted. Their CBuaes no longer lurked in the reo 
cesses of cabinete, or in the private con8jliradel of 
the factious. They were no longer to be controlled 
by the force and influence of the grandee., who for
merly had been able to Itir np troubieo by their di.
contents, and to quiet them by their corruption. ;I'he 
chain of oubordination, even in cabal and oedition, " .. 
broken in its molt important link.. It " .. no longer 
the great and the popUlace. Other interests "ere 
formed, other dependencies, other connectioDl, otl,er 
communieatious. The middle classes had ... elled far 
beyond their former proportion. Like "hatever b 
the molt effectively rich and great in oociety, these 
classes became the oeat of all the active politico, and 
the preponderating "eight to decide on them. There 
"ere all the energies by .... bich fortnne b acquired ; 
there the conaequence of their oucceu. There were 
all the talents .... hich aoaert th"ir pretCDJIionl, and are 
impatient of the place .... hich oettled oodety prescril_ 
to them. These deocriptioDl had got between the 
great and the popoIace; and the inflnence on the 
lo .... er elaoses .... 81 with them. The .pirit of ambition 
had taken pooocaoion of thil eM 81 ';olent 81 ever 
it had done of any other. They felt the importance of 
thil oituation.. The correopondence of the moneyed 
and the mercantile .... orld, the literary intercoonoe of 
academies, but, above all, the PreM, of .... hich they 
had in a manner entire ~on, made a kind of 
electric communication everywhere. The 1""*. in 
reality, hao made every government, in ito opirit. 
a1molt democratic. Withoot it the great, the lint 
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movements in this Aevolution could not, perhaps, 
have been given. But the spirit of ambition, now 
for the first time connected with the spirit of specu
lation, was not to be restrained at will. There was 
no longer any means of arresting 8 principle in its 
course. When Louis XVI., under the influence of 
the enemies to monarchy, meant to found but one 
republic, he set up two. When he meant to take 
away half the crown of his neighbour, he loat the 
whole of his own. Louis XVI. could not with 
impunity countenance 8 new republic: yet between 
his throne and that dangerous lodgement for an 
enemy, which he had erected, he had the whole 
Atlantic for 8 diteh. He had for an out-work the 
English nation itself, friendly to liberty, adverse to 
that mode of it. He was surrounded by a rampart 
of monarchies, moat of them allied to him, and 
generally under his influence. Yet even thus secured, 
a republic erected under his auspices, and dependent 
on his power, became fatal to his throne. The very 
money which he had lent to support this republic, 
by a good faith, which to him operated as perfidy, 
was punctually paid to his enemies, and became a 
resource in the hands of his _ins.-Letters on a 
Regicide Peace. 

MARIA ANTOINETTE, QUEEN OF ."RANCE. 

In that, or nearly in that state of things and of 
opinions, came the Austrian match; which promised 
to draw the knot, as afterwards in effect it did, still 
more closely between the old rival houses. This added 
exceedingly to their hatred and contempt of their 
monarchy. It was for this reason that tbe late 
glorious queen, who on all accounts was formed to 
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produce general love and adm.rati(m, aud whooe liCe 
waa aa mild aud beneficent aa her death waa beyond 
example great and heroic, heeame so very lOOn and 
so very much the ohject of an implaeable rancour, 
never to be extinguished but in her blood. When 
I wrote my letter in answer to M. de Menonville, in 
the beginning of January 1791, I had good reason 
for thinking that thia description of revolutionist. 
did not so early nor so steadily point their murderoue 
designs at the martyr king aa at the royal heroine. 
It waa accident, and the momentary deprll88ion of 
that part of the faction, that gave to the hu.band 
the happy priority in death. *-Letler. on IJ RegU:ilk 
Peace. 

BOW ABO, THE PHlLAl'fnIROPJ~T. 

I cannot name thia gentleman without remarking 
that hia Iaboun and writing. have done much to open 
the eyes and heartl of mankind. He haa viaited all 
Europe, not to ourvey the sumptuoum_ of paIaeeo, or 
the otatelin.... of temples; not to make accurate 
meaauremenll of the remain. of ancient grandeur, nor 
to form a ocaJe of the cnrIooity of modern art; not 
to collect medalo, or collate manmcripta: but to dive 
into the deptH of dungeons; to plunge into the 
infection of hoopitalo; to ourvey the mamiODl of 
SOlTOW and pain; to take the gauge and dimenoiODl 
of misery, depreoeion, and contempt; to remember 
the forgotten, to attend to the neglected, to viait the 
fonalen, and to compare and collate the .... Ii eo 
of all men in all countries. Hia plan ;" original; 
and it;" ... fnI) of genina ... it ;" of humanity. It 
..... a voyage of w.eo..ery; a cireumnavigation of 
charity. Already the benefit of hi. labour is felt 

• See aJ.o at; P. 14._ 
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more or Ie •• in every country; I hope he will antici
pate hi. finRl reward, by seeing all it. effects fully 
reali.oed in his own. He will receive, not by detail 
but in groso, the reward of those who visit the pri
Boner; and he has 80 forestalled and monopolised 
this branch of charity, that there will be, I trust, 
little room to merit by ouch acto of benevolence 
hereafter .-Speech at Bristol previuua to the Election. 

LORD CHATHAM AND CHARLES TOWNSHEND. 

Another acene was opened, and other actors ap
peared on the stage. The state, in the condition I 
have described it, Will! delivered into the hando of 
Lord Chatham, a great and celebrated name; a name 
t.hat keep. the name of this country respectable in 
every other on the globe. It may be truly called, 

Claram et ftIlerabile nomen 
Gentibuo, at multum uomm Cj1Iod prodemt arbi. 

Sir, the venerable age of this great man, his 
merited rank, his superior eloquence, his splendirl 
qualities, his eminent services, the vast space he fiL. 
in the eye of mankind; and, more than all the rest, 
his fall from power, which, like death, canonize. and 
sanctifies a great character, will not outrer me to 
censure any part of his conduct. I am afraid to 
tlatter him; I am sure I am not disposed to blame 
bim. Let those, who have betrayed him by thr'ir 
adulation, insult him with their malevolence. B ~t 
what I do not presume to censure, I may have lea ve 
to lament. For a wise man, he seemed to me at 
that time to be governed too much by general mw, lS. 

I speak with the freedom of history, and I hi 'pe 
without offence. One or two of these ma.xUns, flow
ing from an opinion not the most indulgent to "ur 

N 
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unhappy .pecies, and aurely a little too gMlP1'8I, led 
him into meatnrea that were greatly mi""hievolll to 
himself; and for that re ... on, among oth<:", perhapi 
fatal to his country; meaelJ1'Cl, the e/fed. of which, 
I am afraid, are for ever incurable. lIe made an 
administration; 10 chequered and opeckled; he put 
together a piece of joinery, 10 crollly indented and 
whimoically dove-tailed; a cabinet 10 variOUJlly inlaid ; 
mch a piece of diversified mooaic; luch a tL....,latcd 
pavement withont eement; here a bit of black atone, 
and there a bit of white; patriots and courtiers, 
king'1 frieude and republican.; whigo and tone.; 
treacheroua friends and open enemies; that it w. 
indeed a very curioua ahow; but utterly tIJIwe to 
tonch, and WIaUre to ltand on. The colleagnee 
whom he had a..orted at the l8JDe boardo, otared at 
each other, 'and were obliged to uk, "Sir, your 
name? Sir, you have the adTBntage of me; llr. 
Such-a-one, I beg • thouoand pardona;" I venture 
to oay, it did 10 happen, that, peroono had a lingle 
office divided between them, who had n .... er IpOke 
to each other in their Iivea; until they found them
oelvCl, th~ knew DDt how, pigging Wgether, heado 
and points, in the ......" truckle-hed.* 

Sir, in COII.!IC9uenee of this anangement, haYing 
put 10 much the larger part of hie enemi"" and 
oppooero into power, the confusion "'81 1tICb, that hia 
cnrn principiC8 could DDt poIIihly have any effect or 
in1Iuenre in the conduct of affam.. H ever he Cell 
into a fit of the gout, or if any other canoe withdrew 
~ froin public eareo, principiC8 directly the COD-

... Sappoted to aII:ode to the IC.igttI H/~ Lord !'ifll"tb, aDd 
~ Cooke. &q. who ...... .-10 jomt .. ymoo<no ;. ............ 
fill 1166,oalbe........-fIl_Pedr-,_~ 
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trary were IIUre to predominate. When he had 
executed his plan, he had not an inch of ground to 
stand upon. When he had aCcomplished his·.cheme 
of administration, he Wflll no longer a minister. 

When his face Wflll hia but for a moment, his 
whole system Wfill on a wide sea, .rlthout chart or 
compfills. The gentlemen, his particular friends, who, 
with the names of various departments of ministry, 
were admitted to .eem fill if they acted a part under 
him, with a modesty that becomes all men, and with 
a confidence in him, which Wfill justified even in its 
extravagance by his superior abilities, had never, in 
any instance, presumed upon any opinion of their 
own. Deprived of his guiding influence, they were 
whirled about, the sport of every gust, and easily 
driven into any port; and fill those w1!o joined with 
them in manning the vessel were the most directly 
opposite to his opinions, measures, and character, 
and far the most artful and most powerful of the set, 
they easily prevailed, so fill to seize npon the vacant, 
unoccupied, and derelict minds of his friends; and 
instantly they turned the vessel wholly out of the • course of his policy. As if it were to insult 88 well 
uto betray him,. even long before the close of the 
first session of" his administration, ;when everything 
was publicly transacted, and with great parade, in 
his name, they made an act, declaring it highly just 
and expedient to raise a revenue in America. For 
even then, sir, even before this splendid orb was 
entirely set, and while the western horizOl~ Wfill. in a 
blaze with bis descending glory, on the opposite 
quarter of the l!e&vens 'arose another luminary, and, 
for his hour, became lord of the ascendant. 

This light too is passed and set for ever. You 
Ni 
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understand, to be llUre, that I speak of Charlca 
Townshend, officially the re.producer of thi. fatal 
""heme; whom I cannot even now remembm' without 
IIOme degree of sensibility .• In truth, lir, he W81 

the delight and ornament of this houae, and the 
charlll of every private IIOciety .. hich he honoured with 
hi. presence. Perhaps there never arooc in thi. coun
try, nor in any country, a man of a more poiuted and 
fiuished wit; and (where hio p....;oo. were not con
cerned) of a more refined, exquisite, and penetrating 
judgment. If he had not 110 great a stock, 81 !lOme 

have had who flonriahed formerly, of knowledge long 
treasured up, he knew better by far, than any man 
I ever ... 81 acquainted with, how to bring together 
within a .hort time, all that W88 neceooary to eota
blish, to illustrate, and to decorate that aide of the 
question he aupported. He otated hio matter .kil
fully and powerfully. He particu1arly excelled in a 
most iuminOUll explanation, and display of hia aub
ject. Hio otyle of argument W88 neither trite and 
mlgar, nor aubtle and abotrnoe. He hit the houe 
juot between wind and water. And not being 
troubled with too anDoUl a zeal for any matter in 
question, he W88 never more tedioua, or more earnf:1lt, 
than the pre-coneeived opiniono and preoent temper 
of hio hearen required; to wbom he W88 alway. in 
perfect nniaon. He conformed exactly to tbe tem
per of the houe; and he oeemed to guide, becauoe 
he waa alway" aure to follo .. it. 

I beg pardon, sir, if ... hL:n I apeak of thio and of 
otber great ~ I apJlC8l' to digreu in oay1ng 1OIIle

thing of their eharactero. In thio eYentful hiotory of 
tbe revolutioUl of America, tbe charactero of fUCb 
men are of much importance. Great men are tbe 
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guide-posts and land-marks in the state. The credit 
of such men at court, or in the nation, is the sole 
cause of all the public measures. It would be an 
invidious thing (most foreign, I trust, to what you 
think my disposition) to remark the errors into 
which the anthority of great names has brought the 
nation, withcut doing justice at the same time to the 
great qualitie. whence that authority arose. The 
subject is inatruetive to those who wish to form 
themselve. on whatever of excellence has gone before 
them. There are many young members in the house 
(such oflate has been the rapid succession of public 
men) who never saw that prodigy, Charle. ToWns
hend; nor of course know what a ferment he was 
able to excite in everything by the violent ebullition 
of 00 mixed virtue. and failings. For failings he 
had undoubtedly-many of us remember them; we 
are too day considering the effect of them. But he 
had no failings which were not owing to a noble 
cause; to an ardent, generous, perhap. an immode
rate, passion for fame; a passion which is the inatinct 
of all great soula. He worshipped that goddess 
wheresoever she appeared: but he paid 00 particular 
devotions to her in her favourite habitation, in her 
choaen temple, the house of commons.-Speech on 
American Ta:cation. 

LORD ROCKINOHAM. 

In the year sixty-five, being in a very private sta
tion, far enough from any line of busines., and not 
having the honour of a seat in thi. house, it was 
my fortune, unknowing and unknown to the then 
ministry, by the intervention of a common friend, 
to become counected with a very noble person, and 
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at the head of the treaAury department. It WI\I 

indeed in a situation of little rank and no canoe
quence, .uitable to the mediocrity of my talents 
and pretensions. But a situation near enough to 
enable me to see, 81 well 81 othen, what W8I going 
on; and I did see in that noble penon (Lord IIDck
ingham) auch lOund principleo, ouch an enlargement 
at mind, ouch clear and oagacioua oeJUNl, and lOch 
DD8haken fortitude, 81 have bound me, 81 well 81 

others much better than me, hy aD inviolahle at
tachment to him from that time forward. • . . . • . 

WbetheT the noble lord (Lord IIDckingham) ia at a 
complexion to be bullied by Lord Chatham, or by any 
man, I must mbmit to thooewho know him. I COD

leas, when I look back to that time, I conoideT him 81 

placed in one of the moot trying .ituationo in which, 
perhaps, any IDaD 8VeT otood. In the hoOle of peen! 

there were very few of the miniotry, out of the noble 
lord's own particular connection (euept Lord Egmont, 
who acted, 81 far 81 I could diocem, an honourable IUId 
manly part), that did not look to lOIDe otheT future 
&rT8DgeDIent, which warped hia polities. There were 
in both houses DeW and menacing appearaneee, that 
might very natnrally dri'l'e any otheT, than a mOlt 
reeolute miuioteT, from hia meaonre or from hia 
station. The boOJebold troope openly reYolted. The 
allies of miniotry (th.-, I mean, who onpported 
lOme of their mea.ntnl8, but reftuJed responoibility for 
any) endeavoured to undermine their credit, and to 
take ground that must be fatal to the InIOOOM of the 
.. ery canae which they would be thought to counte-
1UIIUle. The question of the repeal W81 brought on 
by miniet:ry in the committee of thia hl)1llC, in the 
.. cry inetant when it W8I known that more than one 
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court negotiation was carrying on with the heads of 
the opposition. Everything, upon every side, W8.8 

fuJI of traps and mines. Earth below shook; heaven 
above menaced; all the elements of ministerial &a£ety 
were dissolved. It W8.8 in the midst of tlris chaos of 
plots and counterplots; it W8.8 in the midst of thiA 
complicated warfare against public opposition and 
priva.te treachery, that the firmness of that noble 
penoll W8.8 put to the proof. He never stirred from 
Iris ground I no, not an inch. He remained fixed 
and determined, in principle, in mea.oure, and in con
duct. He practised no managements. He secured 
no retreat. He sought no apology.-Speech 0lI,o 

Americafl Ta.ration. 

GRENVILLE. 

No man C1l.D. believe, that at this time of day 
I mean to lean on the venerable memory of a great 
mao, whose 1088 we deplore in common. Our little 
party differences have been long ago composed; 
and I have acted more with him, and certainly 
with more pleasure with him, than ever I acted 
against him. Undoubtedly Mr. Grenville was a firat
rate figure in thiA country. With a ma.ocu1ine under
standing, and & Btout and resolute heart, he had an 
application undissipated and unwearied. He took 
public busiuess not 8.8 a duty which he W8.8 to fulfil, 
but as a pleasure he was to enJoy; and he Beemed to 
have no delight out of tlris house, except in sneh 
things as some way related to the businesa that was 
to be doue within it. If he was ambitious, I will 
Illy tlris for him, Iris ambition was of a noble and 
generous atrain. It W8.8 to raise himself, not by the 
low, pimping politica of a court, but to win his way 
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to power, through the labori01l8 gradations of public 
service; and to secure himself a well-earned rank in 
parliament, by a thorough. knowledge of its consti. 
tution, and a perfect practice in all its bUlin_. 

Sir, if IIIlCh a man fell into errors, it mnst be from 
defects not intrinsical; they mnst he rather IOIIght 
in the particular habits of hiI life; which, though 
they do not alter the ground-work of character, yet 
tinge it with their own hue. He 11'81 bred in a 
profession. He was bred to the law, whieh is, in my 
opinion, one of the first aud noblest of human 
sciences; a science which doea more to quicken and 
invigorate the understanding, than all the other kind. 
of learning put together; but it iI not apt, except in 
persons very happily born, to open and to JibcraIioe 
the mind exactly in the aame proportion. P"";ng 
from that study he did not go very largely into the 
world; but plnuged into buoiness; I mean iuto the 
busineas of office; and the limited and fixed method. 
and fonns estabJiohed there. M ncb knowledge iI to 
he had undoubtedly in that line; and there iI no 
knowledge which is not valuable. Bnt it may he 
truly eaid. that men too much convenant in office 
are rarely mindI of remarkable enlargement. Their 
habits of office are apt to give them a turn to tbink 
the mbstance of buoiness not to he m nch more 
important than the fOrml in which it is conducted. 
The8e forma are adapted to ordinary occasion.; and 
therefore persons who are nurtured in office do 
admirably well 81 long 81 thingl go on in their 
common order; but when the high roads are broken 
up, and the water. out, when a new and troubled 
ecene iI opened, and the file dom. no precedent, 
then it is that a greater knowledge of mankind, and 
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" far more extensive comprehension of things, i. 
requisite, than ever office gave, or than office can 
ever give. Mr. Grenville thought better of the 
wisdom and power of human legislation than in truth 
it deserves. He conceived, and many conceived 
along with him, that the :flourishing trade of this 
country was greatly owing to law and institution, 
and not quite so much to liberty; for but too many 
are apt to believe regulation to be commerce, and 
taxes to be revenue.-Speech on American Tll.Z'ation. 

BIR GEORGE BAVlLE. 

To have been the man chosen out to redeem our 
fellow -citizens from slavery; to purify our laws from 
absurdity and injustice; and to cleanse our religion 
from the blot and stain of persecution, would be an 
honour and happiness to which my wishes wonld 
nndoubtedly aspire; but to which nothing but my 
wishes could have possibly entitled me. That great 
work was in hands in every respect far better qnali
fied than mine. The mover of the bill (the Catholic 
relief bill) was Sir George Savile. 

When an act of great and signal humanity was to 
be done, and done with all the weight and authority 
that belonged to it, the world would cast its eyes 
upon none but him. I hope that few things which 
have a tendency to bless or to adorn life have wholly 
escaped my observation in my passage through it. 
I have sought the acquaintance of that gentleman, 
and have seen him in all situations. He is a true 
geuius; with an understanding vigorous, and acute, 
and refined, and distinguishing even to excess; and 
illuminated with a most unbounded, peeuliar, and 
original cast of imagination. With these he possesses 

.,3 
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many externaI and inatrnmentaJ advantages; and he 
makea use of them all. HUi fortnne Ui among the 
Iargen; a foJ"tnne which, whoHy unincnmbered, &I it 
iI, with one lingle charge Crom Imnuy, nnity, or 
esce&I, ainka nnder the benevolence of ita dioperuoer. 
This private benevoIence, expanding itoelf into patriot
iIm, renders hUI whole being the eatate of the pnblic, 
in which he ha not reoerved a peculium {or hiDll6I1 
of profit, diversion, ar reIaxation. Doring the .....non, 
the first in, and the IMt ont of the house of commODI ; 
he p_ Crom the lenate to the camp; and aeldom 
aeeing the &eat of hUI anceators, he Ui alway. in the 
lenate to eerve hUI conntry, ar in the field to defend 
it. But in all wen-wrought compo8itiona, lOme par
ticnlan It&nd ont more eminently than the rest; and 
the thinga which will carry hUi name to pooterity, are 
hUI two bills; I mean that for a limitation of H,e 
claima of the crown upon landed eatatea; and this 
far the reIieC of the Roman CatholiCi. By the 
former, he baa emancipated property; by the 1atter 
be h&I quieted conscience; and by both he h&I 
taught that grand Ieaaon to g(J'fernment and suhject, 
-no longer to regard each other a ad"ene partiea. 
-8peuh at BrVUil, preriqru to the Eketion. 

FOX. 

And DOW, having done my duty to the bill, (the Eaot 
Iadia biIl,) let me say a ward to the author. I.honld 
leave him to hUI own noble sentiments, if the umrorth y 
and ilh"beral1angnage with which he h&I been treated, 
beyond all example of parliamentary liberty, did oot 
lIlIIke a few ward. neee"''''Y; not 10 mnch in jllltice 
to him, .. to' my own feelingl. I molt .y then, 
tJuot it will be a diItinction honourable to the age, 
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that the rescue of the greatest number of the human 
race that ever were so grievously oppressed, from the 
greatest tyranny that was ever eKerci.ed, has fallen 
to the lot of abilitieo and diapositionB equal to the 
task; that it has fallen to one who has the enlarge
ment to comprehend, the spirit to undertake, and 
the eloquence to support, 80 great a measure of 
hazardcrua benevolence. Hia spirit ia not owing to 
his ignorance of the state of men and things; he 
well knows what lnaresare spread about his path, 
from personal animosity, from court intrigues, and 
po .. ibly from popular delusion. But he has put to 
hazard his ease,· his .ecurity, his interest, biB power, 
eYen his darling popularity, for the benefit of a 
people whom he has never .een. This is the road 
that all heroes have trod before him. He is traduced 
and abused for biB supposed motives. He will 
remember, that obloquy is a necessary ingredient in 
the composition of all true glory; heoiiill remember, 
that it was not only in the Roman customs, but it is in 
the nature and constitution of things, that calumny 
and abuse are essential parts of triumph. These 
thoughts will support a mind, which only exista for 
honour, under the burthen of temporary reproach. 
He is doing indeed a great good; auch as rarely falls 
to the lot, and almost as rarely coincides with the 
desires, of any man. Let him use biB time. Let 
him give the whole length of the rew to biB bene
volence. He is now on a great eminence, where the 
eyes of mankind are turned to him. He may live 
long, he may do much. But here is the summit. 
He ncver can exceed what he does this day. 

He has faults; but they are faults that, though 
they may in a small degree tarnish the lustre, and 
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80metimea impede the march, of his abilities, have 
nothing in them to extinguish the fire of great 
virtues. In those faults, there-is no mixture of deceit, 
of hypocrisy, of pride, of ferocity, of complexional 
despotism, ar want of feeling far the diatreaaes of 
mankind. Hia are faulta which might exist in a 
descendant of Henry the Fourth of France, as they 
did exist in thai father of his country. Henry the 
Fourth wished that he might live to ace a fowl in the 
pot of every peasant in his kingdom. That sentiment 
of homely benevolence was worth all the splendid 
oayings that are recorded of kings. Bnt he wished 
peThapa for more than could be obtained, and the 
goodneaa of the man exceeded the power of the king. 
But this gentleman, a oubject, may this day aay this 
at least, with truth, that he secures the rice in his 
pot to every man in India. A poet of antiquity 
thought it one of the fint diatinetions to a prince 
whom he meant to celebrate, that through a long 
llUCCe88ion of generations, he had been the progenitor 
of an able and virtuons citizen, who by force of the 
arts of peace, had corrected governments of opJll'f"l
sion, and ouppreaaed wars of rapine. 

l&doIe pm. ........ ju ....... --JIIO
A1I8CIIIie popaliI .. mt.ara iD __ ayem. 
IlIe _ GouJcem, _ ......- .. lodDo, 

lmplebil &ienU "'Gee ; d fariaIia beDa 
FuImiDe e.e:Mftj t liDg1,.. .. o.--

This was what was said of the predeceosar of the 
ouly penon to whooe eloquence it dooI not wrong 
that of the lIlOTer of this bill to be compared. But 
the Ganges and the Indm are the patrimony of the 
fame of my honourable friend, and not of Cieero.
Speu" _ Mr. For. Etullndia Bill. 17fS3. 
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In my journey with them through life, I met Mr. 
Fox in my: road; and I travelled with him very 
cheerfully as long as he appeared to me to pl11'Sne 
the same direction with those in whose company I 
set out. In the latter stage of our progress, a new 
scheme of liberty a.nd equality was produced in the 
world, which either dazzled his imagination, or was 
suited to some new walks of ambition, which were 
then opened to his view. The whole frame and 
fashion of his politics appear to have suffered about 
that time a very material alteration. It is about 
three years siuce, in consequence of that extraordi
nary change, that after a pretty long preceding 
period of distance; coolne88, and want of confidence, 
if not total alienation on his part, a complete public 
separation has . been made between that gentleman 
and me. U nti! lately, the breach between us ap
peared repairable. I trusted that time and reflection, 
and a decisive experience of the mischiefs which have 
Bowed from the proceedings and the system of 
France, on which our difference had arisen, as well 
as the known sentiments of the best and wisest of 
our common friends upon that subject, would have 
brought him to a safer way of thinking. Several of 
his friends saw no security for keeping things in a 
proper train after this excursion of his, but in tbe 
re.uuion of the party on its old grounds, under the 
Duke of Portland. Mr. Fox, if he pleased, might 
have been comprehended in that system, with the 
rank and consideration to which his great talents 
entitle him, and indeed must secure to him in any 
party arrangement that could be made. The Duke 
of Portland knows how much I wished for, and. how 
earnestly I laboured, that re.uuion, and upon terms 
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that might every way he honoTl1'1Lble and advan. 
tageollA to Mr. Fox. Hi_ conduct in the hut ."".non 
hu extinguiahed theoe hope.! for ever.-Ob6n-vaJimII 
on 1M Conduct of 1M MiMrity. 179:3. 

ADMIRAL KEPPEl. 

No IIUUl live. too long "ho Iivea to do "ith 'Pirit, 
and Bnffer with resignation, "hat Providence pl_ 
to command or inflict; but indeed they are .harp in· 
commoditieo "hich beset old age. It "81 but the 
other day that, in putting in order lOme thingo w hieh 
had been brought here on my taking leave of Lou· 
don for ever, I looked over a Dumber of fine portrait., 
moot of them of peroouo DOW dead, but whOle JJO

ciety, in my better day', made thie a proud and happy 
place. Amougot theoe "81 the picture of Lord Kep
peL It 10M painted by aD artiot "orthy of the oub. 
ject, the excellent friend of that excellent msn from 
their earlieot youth, and a common friend of no 
both, with whom we lived for many yearo withont • 
moment of coidneu, of ~hn_, of jealouoy, or of 
jar, to the day of our final oeparation. 

I ever looked OD Lord Keppel u one of the great
eel and best men of hie age; and I loved, and culti. 
vated bini accordingly. He W81 much in my heart, 
and I believe I 11'88 in hie to the l'ery hut beat. It 
wu u hie trial u Portmnouth that he gave me tbia 
picture. With "hat zeal and anximuo affection I 
utended bini tluongh that hie agony of glory, what 
part my 8011 toolr. in the early Ihgh 8Dd enthWliaom 
ol hie virtue, and the pious puoion with "bieh he 
attached himaelf to all my eonnectifJuo, with what 
prodigality we both oquandered onnelveo in courting 
almost every IfJlt of enmity for hie lake, I believe he 
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felt just as I should have felt mch friendship on such 
an occasion. I partook indeed of this honour, with 
several of the first, and best, and ableat in the king
dom, bnt I was behind-hand with none of them; and 
I am sure, that if to the eternal disgnce of this 
nation, and to the total annihilation of every trace of 
honour and virtue in it, thing. had taken a different 
turn from what they did, I should have attended 
him to the quarter-deck with no less good-will and 
more pride, thongh with far other feelings, than I 
partook of the general lIow of national joy that at
tended the justice that was done tohia virtue. 

Pardon, my lord, the feeble garrulity" of age, which 
loves to diffuse itself in discourse of the departed 
great. At my years we live in retrospect alone: and, 
wholly unfitted for the society of vigorous life, we 

. enjoy the beat balm to all wounds, the consolation of 
friendship in those ouly whom we have lost for ever. 
Feeling the 1088 of Lord Keppel at all times, at no 
time did I feel it 80 mnch as on the first day when I 
was attacked in the house of lords. 

Had he lived, that reverend form would have rilen 
in its place, and, with a mild, parental reprehension 
to hiB nephew the Duke of Bedford, he would have 
told him that the favour of that gracious prince, who 
had honoured his virtues with the government of tbe 
navy of Great Britain, and with a """t in the here
ditary great council of his kingdom, was not unde
servedly shown to the friend of the beat portion of 
his life, and hiB faithful companion and counsellor 
under hiB rudest trial.. He would have told him, 
that to whomever else these reproaches might be be
coming, they were not decorous in his near kindred. 
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He would have told him that when men in that rank 
I08e decorum they lose everything. 

On that day I had a 1088 in Lord Keppel; but the 
public 10f!8 of him in this awful cri8i&-1 I speak 
from much knowledge of the penon ; he never would 
have listened to any compromise with the rabble rout 
of this 88ll8-euIGttcrie of France. His goodn_ of 
heart, his reason, his taste, his public duty, his prin
ciples, his prejudices, would have· repelled him for 
ever frGm all connection with that horrid medley of 
madness, vice, impiety, and crime. 

Lord Keppel had two countries; one of deocent, 
and one of birth. Their interest and their glory are 
the 88me; and his mind 11'81 capaciOlLl of both. Hi. 
family 11'81 noble, and it 11'81 Dutch: that ii, he w"" 
the oldest and purest nobility that Europe can bout, 
among a people renowned above all othen for love 
of their native land. Thongh it 11'81 never .bown in 
inmIt to any human being, Lord Keppel W8I 1IOIIIe

thing high. It W81 a wild etock of pride, on wbicb 
the tenderest of all hearts had grafted the milder 
virtues. He valued ancient nobility, and he W81 not 
disinclined to augment it with new honoon. He 
valned the old nobility and the new, not 81 an excuoe 
for inglorioue .loth, but 81 an incitement to virtllOWl 

activity. He coneidered it 81 • eort of cure lOr ""If
iehneee and • nanow mind; conceiving that • man 
born in an elevated place in hUnllelf wu nothing, but 
everything in what went before, and what w"" to come 
after him. Without much epeculation, but by the 
mre inetinct of ingenUOlLl feelinge, and by tbe die
tatee of plain, uneophisticated, natural undcretanding, 
be felt that no great commonwealth could by any 



OP EDHUND BUBKE. 281 

possibility long subsist, without a body of some kind 
or other of nobility, decorated with honour, and for
tified by privilege. This nobility forms the chain 
that connects the ages of a natiou, which otherwise 
(with Mr. Paine) would loon be taught that no one 
generation can bind another. He felt that no po
litical fabric could. be well made without some such 
order of things as might, through a series of time, 
afford a rational hope of securing unity, coherence, 
consistency, and stability to the state. He felt that 
nothing else can protect it against the levity of courts 
and the greater levity of the multitude. That to 
talk of hereditary monarchy, without anything else 
of hereditary reverence in the commonwealth, was a 
low-minded absurdity; fit ouly for those detestable 
"fools aspiring to be knaves," who began to forge, in 
1789, the false money of the French constitution: 
that it is one fatal objection to a.ll new fancied and 
new fabricated republics, (among a people who, once 
possessing such an advantage, have wickedly and in
solently rejected it,) that the prejudice of an old no
bility is a thing that ca7ltWt be made. It may be 
improved, it may be corrected, it may be replenished: 
men may be taken from it or aggregated to it, but 
the thing uaeif is matter of inveterate opinion, and 
therefore caMlJt be matter of mere positive insti
tution. He felt that this nobility, in fact, does not 
exist in wrong of other orders of the state, but by 
them, and for them.-Letter to a noble lord (the 
Duke of Bedford). 



1St TUIl WIIDOM AND GEI<ll"I 

POPE PIUS VI. 

Ia it to him, in whOle WI'OIlg we have in our late 
negotiation ceded hiB now unhappy countrietl near 
the Rhone, lately amongst the mOllt ftouri.hing (per
haps the most flourishing far their extent) of aU 
the countries upon earth, that we are to prove the 
sineerity of OUI' resolution to make peace with the 
republic of barbarism 7 That vetrerable potentate 
and pontiJl' iB llUuk deep into tbe vale of yean; 
he is half diaanned by bis peaceful character; hie 
dominiona are mare than half diaanned by II peace 
of two hundred yeare, defended as they were, not by 
farces, Imt by reverence; yet in aU these otnIit. we 
see him display, llllridst the recent rnina and the new 
defacement. of hie plundered capital, along with the 
mild and decorated piety of the modern, aU the opirit 
and magnanimity of ancient Rome !-Letter. "" • 
&gicitk PUla. 

SUI JOSHI." A &EY!I"OLDII. 

Hilt iIIneSII waa long, but borne with II mild and 
eheeTful fortitude, without the Ieaat mixture of any
thing irritable ar qneru1om, agret"ably to the placid 
and even tenar of hie whole life. He had, from the 
beginning of hie malady, II distinct view of hie diJoo.. 
lntion; and he contemplated it with that entire com
JI081lI'Il, which nothing hut the innocence, integrity, 
and UIefnJn_ of hie life, and an unaffected mb
miaaion to the will of Pr<n"idence, could bestow. Ia 
tm. situation he had every coruolation from family 
tendern_, which hie own kindneoo to hie family had 
indeed weU d.,.."...ed. 

Sir JOIIhna Reynolw. w .. , on very IU80y aceonnh, 
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one of the most memorable men of his time. He 
W88 the first Englishman who added the praise of 
the elegant a.rta to the other glories of his country. 
In taste, in grace, in facility, in happy invention, 
and in the richness and harmony of colouring, he 
W88 equal to the great masters of the renowned ages. 
In portrait he went beyond them; for he communi
cated to that department of the art in which 
English artists are the most engaged, a variety, a 
fancy, and a dignity derived from the higher branches, 
which even those who professed them in a superior 
manner did not always preserve when they delineated 
individual nature. His portraits remind the spec
tator of the invention of history and of the amenity 
of landscape. In painting portraits, he appears not 
to be raised upon that platform, but to descend to it 
from a higher sphere. His paintings illustrate his 
lessons, and hi. le8sons 8eem to have been derived 
from his paintings. He possessed the theory as per
fectly 88 the practice of his art. To be such a painter, 
he was B profound and penetrating philosopher. 

In full happinesR of foreign and domestic fame, 
admired by tbe expert in art Bnd by the learned in 
science, courted by the great, caressed by Rovereign 
powers, and celebrated by distinguished poets, his 
native humility, modesty, and candour never forsook 
him, even on surprise or provocBtion; nor was the 
leBBt degree of I\ITOgBDce or assumption visible to the 
most scrutinising eye in Bny part of his conduct or 
discouroe. 

HiB talents of every kind-powerful from nature, 
and not meanly cultivated by letters-his ROcial 
virtues in all the relations and in all the habitUdes 
of life, rendered him the centre of a very great and 
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unparalleled variety of agreeable IOcictic., wbich will 
be dissipated by hill death. He had too mnch merit 
not to provoke BOme jealO)ll!Y, too much innocence to 
provoke any enmity. The 10lIl of no man of hi. 
time can be felt with more sincere, general, and un
mixed sorrow. 

• IbiJ I ADd _011 I" 

LORD NORTH. 

Lord North was a man of admirable parts; of 
general knowledge; of a versatile understanding 
fitted for every IOrt of boliuess; of infinite wit and 
pleasantry; of a delightful temper; and with a mind 
most perfectly disinterested. But it would be only to 
degrade myselfby a weak adulation,aud not to honour 
the memory of a great man, to deny that he ... anted 
IOmcthing of the vigilance and spirit of command, 
that the time required.-Lelttr 10 (I Noble lArd. 

SIR 8IDlrEY SKITH. 

Sir Sydney Smith haring attempted, with great 
galIantry, to eat out a v_I from one of the ene
my'a harbonn, was taken afrer an obttinate reoiAt
ance; auch aa obtained him the marked reopect 
of thOle who were witneuea of hi. valour, and knew 
the eircnmstancea in which it ... sa dUplayed. L" poD 

hill arrival at Paria, he waa illJltaDtly thrown into 
priIOn; where the nature of hill oitnation will beat 
be understood, by knowing, that amongat ita "';Ii
gatw..., waa the permi.ooion to walk oocaaionaJly in 
the eonrt, and to enjoy the privilege of .having 
himaelf. On the old oyatem oC fcelirgw and prin
ciples, hi. outreringw might ha .. e beeJJ entitled to 
eonsideration. and even in a comparia"n with thooe 
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of citizen La Fayette, to a priority in the order 
of" comp888ion. If the ministers had neglected to 
take any steps in his favour, a declaration of the 
sense of the home of commons would have stimulated 
them to their duty. If they had caused a represen
tation to be made, such a proceeding would have 
added force to it. If reprisal should be thought 
advisable, the address of the house would have given 
an additional sanction to a measure which would have 
been, indeed, justifiable without any other sanction 
than its own reason. But no. Nothing at all like 
it. In fact, the merit of ·Sir Sydney Smith, and 
his claim on British compassion, was of a kind altoge
ther different from that which interested so deeply 
the anthors of the motion in favour of citizen La 
Fayette. In my humble opinion, Captain Sir Sydney 
Smith has another sort of merit with the British 
nation, and something of a higher claim on British 
humanity, than citizen La Fayette. Faithful, zealous, 
and ardent, in the service of his king and country ; 
full of ~pirit; full of resources; going out of the 
beatcn road, but going right, because his uncommon 
enterprise was not conducted by a vulgar judgment: 
in his profession, Sir Sydney Smith might be con
.idered as a diatinguished person, if any person could 
well be diatinguished in a service in which scarcely a 
commander can be named without putting yon in 
mind of BOme action of intrepidity, skill, and vigi
lance, that has given them a fair title to contend with 
any men, and in any age. But I will say nothing 
farther of the merito oC Sir Sydney Smith: the mor
tal animosity of the regicide enemy supersedes all 
other panegyric. Their hatred is a judgment in his 
favour without appeal. At present he is lodged in 
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the tower of the Temple, the last priaon of Lam. X VI., 
and the last but one ¢ Maria Antoinetta of Auotria; 
the priaon of Louis XVIL I the pruon of Elizabeth 
of Bourbon.-Letter. 011 4 Regicide Peace. 

ORATTAN. 

Surely Great Britain and Ireland onght 19 join in 
wreathing a never-fading garland for the head of 
Grattan.-Letter to Wtlliom SmUA, E.g. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE POLITICAL CREED AND CONSISTENCY OF 
EDMUND BURKE. --Too fond 01 \he right, to pUl'll1lC the expedienL 

GoLNlltTS. 

~81 

EDMUND BURKE'. IDEA 0. LIBERTy.-The distin
guishing part of our constitution is its liberty. To 
preserve that liberty inviolate, seems the particular 
duty and proper trust of a member of the house of 
commons. But the liberty, the only liberty I mean, 
is a liberty connected with order; that not only 
exists along with order and virtue, but which cannot 
exist at all without them. It inhere. in good and 
steady. government, as in its substance and vital 
principle.-Speech on American Tazalion. 1774. 

REGARD OP EDUUND BURKB POR THI! BRITISH 
CONSTITUTION.-I am charged with being an Ame
rican. If warm affection towards those over whom I 
claim any share of authority be a crime, I am guilty 
of this charge. But I do assure you (and they who 
know me publicly and privately will bear witness to 
me), that if ever one man lived more zealous than 
another for the supremacy of parliament, and the 
rights of this imperial crown. it was myself.-Speech 
to lhe Sheriffs of Brili/ol. 

CIVIL GOVBRNMBNT.-I do not know that the 
colonies have, in any general way, or in any COQ). . 
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hour, gone much beyond the demand of immunity 
in relation to taxes. It ia not fair to judge of the 
temper or dispositionl of any man, or any oet of men, 
when they are compoaed ani! at reat, from their cou
duct, or their expressions, in a state of disturbance 
and imtation. It io besides a very great miotake to 
imagine, that mankind follow up practically any 
specnlative principle, either of government or of 
freedom, 88 far 88 it will go ill. argument and 
logical illation. We Engli.hmen stop very .hort 
of the principles upon which we support any 
given part of our conatitution; or even the whole 
of it together. I could easily, if I had not already 
tired you, give you very striking and convincing in
stances of it. This io nothing but what io natural 
and proper. AD government, indeed every human 
benefit and enjoyment, every virtue, and every 
prudent act io founded on compromiae and barter. 
We balance inconveniences; we give and take; we 
remit IIIlJDe rights, that we may enjoy othcn; and, 
we choose rather to ~ happy citizen.o, than suhtle 
diaputants. AI we must give away lfJD)e natural 
bDerty, to enjoy civil advantages; so we must 88Cri
fice some civil liberties, for the advantages to be 
derived from the communion and fellow.hlp of a great 
empire. But, in all fair dealingo, the thing bought 
must bear IIOIIle proportion to the pnrcluuoe paid. 
None will barter away the immediate jewel of hio 
ooul. Though a great home ia apt to make slave. 
haughty, yet it ia purchasing a part of the artificial 
importance of Ii great empire too dear, to pay fur it 
all eaaential rights, and all the intrinsic dignity of 
human nature. None of us who would not ruk hiA 
life rather than fall under a gtrrernment purely 
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arbitrary. But although tbere are lome amongst 
us who think our conatitution wanta many improve
menta, to make it & oomplete ayatem of liberty, per
hapa DOJUl who are of that opinion would .think it 
right to aim at such imprcmmumt, by disturbing his 
country, and risking everything that is dear to him. 
In every lriuOUl enterprise, we oonaider what we are 
to loee, II well II what we are to gain; and the 
more and better Itake of liberty every people poueaa, 
the leea they will hazard. in & vain attempt to make 
it more. Th_ are tM cora oj!Alm. Man acta 
from adequate motivea relative to his interelt; ILDd 
not on metaphyaieal 1I}M'CUlations. Ariatotle, the 
great ID&Iter of reaaoning, cautions us, ILDd with great 
weight and propriety, agaiD8t this specie. of delusive 
geometriorJ IMlC1U"IIC1 in moral argumenta, II the 
molt fallacious of all aophiatry.-Speech on ConciliG
tioa 1IIiIIl.A.rictl. 1775. 

TBE ANlWEII O. IIDIIU1ID Buau TO TBII CBAIIOII 

O. "1110 A UBTIIAIf.-H I were ready, on ILDy call 
of my own vanity or interest, or to anawer ILDy elec
tion purpose, to forsake principlea (whatever they 
are), which I had formed at II mature age, aD full 
reflection, and which had been oonfirmed by long 
experience, I IhonId forfeit the only thing which 
makea you pardon 10 mlLDy erron ILDd imperfectionl 
in me. Not that I think it fit for anyone to rely 
too much on his own undentanding; or to he filled 
with II premmption, not becomiDg II Chriatia.n mILD, 

in his own penonalltability and rectitude. 
I hope I am far from that Y&in&nfidence, which 

almOMt alW&)'I faila in tri&L I know my weakn
in all respecta, .. mIlCh at lealt .. any enemy I have ; 

o 
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and I attempt to take oecurity Bgain!!t it. The only 
method which baa eveT been found effectual to pre
serve any man again!!t the corruption of nature and 
example, is a habit of life and communication of 
COUIlJleIa with the moot rirtU01l8 and public-l!)ririted 
men of the age you live in. Such a oocicty cannot 
be kept without advantage, or deaerted witbout 
shame. For thit rule of conduct I may be called in 
reproach a party man; bnt I am little affected with 
tJUch 88peraiODl. In the way which they call party, 
I worohip the conotitution of your fathero; and I 
.hall neveT blush for my politicaJ company. All 
reveTeDce to honour, all idea of what it is, will be 
1081 out of the world, before it can be imputed 88 a 
fault to any man, that he baa been cloaely connected 
with t!woe incomparable perooruo, living and dead, 
with whom for eleven yean I have constantly thought 
and acted. If I have wandered ont of the paths of 
rectitude into t!woe of interested faction, it 11'88 iu 
company with the Sarue., the Dowdeawella, the 
Wentwortha, the BentiDcu; with the Lenoses, the 
Mancheatero, the Keppela, the Saund~; with 
tbe temperate, permanent, hereditary virtue of the 
whole house of Cavendish; names, among which, 
some have extended your fame and empire in arms, 
and all have fought the battle of your liberties in fielda 
not \eoe glorious. These, and many more h'ke these, 
grafting public principJeo on pri ... ate honour, have 
redeemed the preoent age, and would ha .. e adorned 
the moot splendid period in your hiotory. Where 
could any man, CODJCioua of hit own inability to act 

alone, and willing to act 81 he ought to do, ha." 
arranged himaelfbetter? If anyone thinU this lind 
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of society to be taken up as the best method of gratify
ing low, personal pride, or ambitious interest, he is 
mistaken; and he knows nothing of the world. 

Preferring this connection, I do not mean to detract 
in the slightest degree from others. There are some 
of those, whom I admire at something of a greater 
distance, with whom I have had the happiness also per
fectly to agree, in almost all the particulars, in which. 
I have differed with some successive Ailministrations, 
and they are snch, as it never can be reputable to 
any government to reckon among its enemies. I 
hope there are none of you corrupted with the 
doctrine taught by wicked men for the worst pur
poses, and received by the malignant credulity of 
envy and ignorance, which is, that the men who act 
upon the public stage are aU alike; all equally 
corrupt; all influenced by no other views than the 
sordid lure of salary and pension. The thing I know 
by experience to be false. Never expecting to find 
perfcction in men, and not looking for divine attri
butes in created beings, ift my commerce with my 
contemporaries, I have fOlmd much human virtue. 
I have seen not a little public spirit; a real subordi
nation of interest to duty; and a decent and regulated 
sensibility to honest fame and reputation. The age 
unquestionably produces (whether in a greater or 
1esa number than former times, I know not) daring 
profligates, and insidious hypocrites. What then? 
Am I not to avail myself of whatever good is to be 
found in the world, because of the mixture of evil 
that will always be in it? The smallness of the 
quantity in currency only heightens the value. They 
who rruse suspicions on the good on account of the 
behaviour of ill men, are of the party of the latter. 

02 
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The common cant is no juotification for taking this 
party. I have beeJ) deceived, say they, by ruiUl and 
MalViUl; I have been the dupe of this pretender or 
of that mountebank; and I can trust appearances no 
longer. But my crednlity and want of dillCerJ\ment 
cannot, 81 I conceive, amonnt to a fair preaumption 
agaiuot any man's integrity. A conllCientioua penon 
woold rather doubt his own judgment, than condemn 
his species. He woold aay, I have observed without 
attention, or judged upon erroneous maximA; I 
trusted to profesaion, when I ought to bave attended 
to conduet. Such a man will grow wise, not malig
nant, by his acquaintance with the world. But he 
that accuses "all mankind of corruption, ought to 
remember that he is sure to convict only one. In 
truth I shonld much rather admit those, whom at 
any time I have disreli.hed the moot, to be patterns 
of perfection, than seek a consolation to my own 
unworthiness, in a general communion of depravity 
with all about me. 

That this ill-natured doctrine shonld be preached 
by the mioaionaries of a court, I do not wonder. It 
_era their p~. Bnt that it should be heard 
amoug those who pretend to be strong auerton of 
liberty, is not only snrpriaing, but hardly natural. 
This moral levelling is a .er"fJik principk. It leads 
to practical p8Mive obedience far better than all the 
doctrines ... hich the pliant acoommodation of theology 
to power has ever produced. It cuts up by tt,e roots, 
uot only all idea of forcible resistance, but even 01 
ciTiI opposition. It dispoeea men to an abject IUb

miBorion, not by opinion, which may be shaken by 
ugument or altered by pasoion, but by the otrong 
ties 01 public and private interest. For if all men 
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who act. in a. public situation are equally selfish, 
corrupt, and veual, what rea.son can be given for 
desiring any sort of change, which, besides the evils 
which must attend all changes, can be productive of 
no possible advantage? The active men in the state 
are true samples of the ma.sa. If they are universally 
depraved, the commonwealth itself is not sound. 
We may amuse ourselves with talking a.s much a.s 
we please of the virtue of middle or humble life; 
that is, we may place our confidence in the virtue of 
those who have never been tried. . But if the persona. 
who are continually emergiog out of that sphere, be 
no better than those whom birth haa placed above it, 
what hopes are there in the remainder of the body, 
which is to furnish the perpetualllllCce88ion of the 
state? All who have ever. written on government 
are unanimous, that among a. people generally cor
rupt, liberty cannot long exist. And indeed how is 
it possible? when those who are to make the laws, to 
guard, to enforce, or to obey them, are, by a tacit 
confederacy of ma.nnera, indisposed to the spirit of all 
generous and noble institutiona. 

I am aware that the age is not what we all wish. 
But I am sure, that the only meana of checking its 
precipitate degeneracy, is heartily to concur with 
whatever is the beat in our time; and to have aome 
more correct ata.ndard of judgiog what that best is, 
than the transient and uncertain favour of a court. 
If once we are able to find, and can prevail on our
selves to atrengthen, a union of such men, whatever 
accidentally becomes indisp08ed to ill-exercised 
power, even by the ordioary operation of human 
pa.ssiona, must join with that aociety, and cannot 
long be joined without in BOme degree aasimilating 



294 TOil WIID01l' AND GENTt"! 

to it. Virtue will catch as well as vice by contact ; 
and the public stock of honest, manly principle will 
daily accumulate. Weare nol' too nicely to IICI"Utinise 
motives as long as action is irreproachable. It is 
enough (and for a worthy man perhaps too much) to 
deal out its infamy to convicted guilt and declared 
apostacy. 

This, gentlemen, has been from the beginning the 
rule of my conduct; and I mean to -continue it, as 
long &8 such a body &8 I have deocribed can by any 
pOBBibility be kept together; for I .hould think it 
the moot dreadful of all offen_, not only toward. 
the preaent generation, but to all the future, if I 
were to do anything which could make the miuutcot 
breach in this great con.oervatory of Cree principles. 
ThOBe .. ho perhap. have the oame intentiono, but 
are oeparated by oome little politiea1 animooitico, will 
I hope discern at last, ho.. little conducive it is to 
any rational purpooe, to lower ito reputation. For 
my part, gentlemen, from much experience, Crom no 
little thinking, and from comparing a great variety 
of thingo, I am thoroughly penuaded, that the last 
hopeo of Pleoetfing the "pirit of the Englioh eonoti
tution, or of J'e-uuiting the diJaipated membero of 
the Englioh race upon a common plan of tranquillity 
and liberty, does entirely depend on their finn and 
Jaoting union; and above aD, on their keeping them
oeh-eo from that despair, which is 00 Tery apt to fall 
on thooe, whom a violence fA character and a mixture 
of amhitiono viewo do not aupport through a long, 
painful, and 1lII.5lICCe8Ifu Itrnggle.-Letln' ro the 
SherifflO/ BrilIQI. 17 11-

TUB onlflOlf or TIIB PZOPLB.-Ao to the opinion 
of the people, which oome think, in ,uch caaea, is to 
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be implicitly obeyed; nearly two years' tranquillity, 
which followed the act, and its instant imitation in 
Ireland, proved abundantly, that the late horrible 
spirit WIUI, in a great melUlure, the efl'ect of insidious 
art, and perverse industry, and gross misrepresen
tatioD.· But suppose that the dislike had been mnch 
more deliberate, and mnch more general than I am 
persuaded it was-When we know, that the opinions 
of even the greatest multitudes are the standard of 
rectitude, I shall think myself obliged to make those 
opinions the masters of my conscience. But if it 
may be doubted whether Omnipotence itself is com
petent to alter the essential constitution of right and 
wrong, sure I am, that such things, lUI they and I, are 
possessed of no such power. No man carries further 
than I do the policy of making government pleasing 
to the people. But the widest range of this politic 
complaisance is confined within the limits of justice. 
I would not ouly consult the interest of the people, 
but I would cheerfully gratify their humours. We 
are all a sort of children that must be soothed and 
managed. I think I am not austere or formal in my 
nature. I would bear, I would even myself play my 
part in, any innocent buJfooneries, to. divert them. 
But I nayer will act the tyrant for their amusement. 
If they will mix malice in tbeir sports, I shall never 
consent to throw them any living, sentient creature 
whatsoever, no not so much lUI a kitling, to torment. 
Letter to the Sheriffs of Bristol. 1777. 

EDMUND BURKE'S INDEPENDENT 8PIRIT.-tt But if 
I profess all this impolitic stubhorness, I may chance 
never to be elected into Parliament." It is certainly 
not pleasing to be pnt out of the public service. But 
I wish to he a memher of parliament, to have my 
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.hare of doing good and resisting evil. It would 
therefore be ab8urd to renounce my objects, in order 
to obtain my seat. I deceive myocJf indeed moat 
gru •• ly, if I had not much rather paot the remainder 
of my life bidden in the rece88e8 of the d!lCJX .. t ohllCll
rity, feeding my mind even with the vioionl and 
imaginations of rnch thingo, than to be placed on 
the most splendid throne of the universe, tantaliocd 
with a denial of the practice of all ,..hich can make 
the greateot situation any other than the greatest 
cune. Gentlemen, I have had my day. I can never 
sufficiently expJ'e88 my gratitude to you for having 
set me in a place, .. hercin I could lend the Iligbteot 
help to great and laudable designs. If I bave had 
my .hare in any measure gi\ing quiet to private pro
perty, and private conacience; if by my vote I bave 
aided in securing to families tbe beat po,,,,e ... ioD. 
peace; if I have joined in reoonciling ling. to their 
mbjects, and mbjects to tbeir prince; if I bave 
aosiated to Iooeen the foreign holdingo of tbe citizen, 
and taught him to look for his protection to the la ... . 
of his country, and for his comfort to tbe g,JOd-... iIl 
of his countrymen i-if I have thm taken my part 
with the best of men in the beat of their actions, I 
can ahnt the book; I migbt wish to read a page or 
two more-bnt thia ia enough for my mea.mre. I 
have not Jived in vain .. _ ..•. I have lived too Ioug 
to he aerved by apologies, or to stand in need of 
them. The part I bave acted baa been in open day: 
and to hold out to • conduct, ... hieh atando in tbat 
clear and atcady light for all ita good and all ita C\il, 
to hold out to tbat conduct the paltry winling tapers 
of excnsea and promi_ I never ... ill do it. They 
may obaenre it with their amoke j hut they never 
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can illumine sunshine by such a flame as theirs.
Letter to the Sheriffs of Bristol. 1777. 

ANSWER OP EDMUND BURIlE TO THE CHARGE OP 

HIB BEING AN ARISTOCRAT.-I am accused, I am told 
abroad, of being a man of aristocratic principles. If 
by aristocracy they mean the peers, I have no vulgar 
admiration, nor any vulgar antipathy, towards them; 
I hold their order in cold and decent respect. I hold 
them to be of an absolute necessity in the constitu
tion; but I think tbey are only good when kept 
within their proper bounds. I trust, whenever there 
has been a dispute between these houses, the part I 
have taken has not been equivocal. If by the aris
tocracy, which indeed comes nearer to the point, tbey 
mean an adherence to the rich and powerful against 
the poor and weak, this would indeed be a very 
extraordinary part. I have incurred the odium of 
gentlemen in this house for not paying sufficient 
regard to men of ample property. When, indeed, 
the smallQst rights of the poorest people,in the king
dom are in question, I would set my face against 
any act of pride and power countenanced by the 
highest that are in it; and if it should come to the 
last extremity, and to a contest of blood, God forbid!' 
God forbid I-my p811; is taken; I would take my 
fate willi the poor, and low, and feeble. But if 
these people came to turn their liberty into a cloak 
for maliciousness, and to seek a llrivilege of exemp
tion, not from power, but from the rules of morality 
:nd virtuous discipline, then I would join my hand 
to make them feel the force, which B few, united in a 
good cause, have over a multitude of'the prolligate 
and ferocious.-Speech on a BiU for the Repeal of the 
Marriage Act. 1781. 

o 3 
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TUEORETIC CUANGES.-I feel an in8uperable re
luctance in giving my hand to destroy auy esta
blished institution of gov~mment, upon a theory, 
however plaDBible it may be.-Spuch fin Mr. Fatc'. 
Etut India Bill. 1783. 

TUB PRINCIPLES OP THE R£VOLOTION IN l6IlJi.
I certainly have tbe honour to belong to more club. 
than one, in which the constitution of this king
dom and the principles of the glorious Revolution 
are held in high reverence; and I reckon my""l! 
among the moot Corward in my zeal Cor maintaining 
that constitution and thOlle principles in their ntmoot 
purity and vigour. It is becaUlle I do 10 that I 
think it JW"l88B1'Y Cor me that there ehould be no 
mistake. Those who cnltivRte the memory of our 
Revolution, and thOlle who are attached to the COD

stitution of this kingdom, will take good care how 
they are involved with penono, who, under the pre
text of zeal towarde the Revolution and conotitutiou, 
too frequently wander from their true principles; 
and are ready on every occaeion to depart from the 
finn but cantione and deliberate epirit which pr0-

duced the 0118, and which presides in the other.
Rejketi-. .... the RerIoluLioII in Frana. 1190. 

WHW nINCIPLJI8.-Sir ,JOIIeph ,Jeky!, 10 often 
quoted, CODSidered the preservRtion of the monarchy, 
and of the right. and prerogatives of the crown, AI 

eoeential objecta with all IOUDd Whigo; and that 
they were bound, not only to maintain them .. hen 
injured or invaded. hut to exert themllel1'CI AI much 
for their re-eatablishment, if they ehonld happen to 
be overthrown by popular fury, AI auy of their own 
more immediate and popular righte and pririlegea, if 
the latter ehonld be at any time lUb1'erted by the 
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crown. For this reasoJ;l he puts the cases of the 
Revolutioo and the Realoralioo exactly upon the same 
footing. He plainly marks, that it was the object of all 
honest men, not to aacrifice one part of the constitu
tion to another; and much more, not to sacrifice any 
of them to visionary theories of the rights of man; 
but to preserve ow:, whole inheritance in the consti
tution, in all its members and all its relations, entire 
and unimpaired, from generation to generation. In 
this Mr. Burke exactly agrees with him.-Appeal 
from the New 10 the Old Whig,. 1791. 

EDMUND BURK.B's APPEAL TO HIS OWN CHARACTER 

AND CONDUCT.-I have little to recommend my opi
nions but long observation and much impartiality. 
They come from one who has been no tool of power, 
no flatterer of greatness; and who in his last acts 
does not wish to belie the tenor of his life. They 
come from one, almost the whole of whose public 
exertion has been a struggle for tbe liberty of others ; 
from one in whose breast no anger durable or vehe
ment has ever been kindled, but by what he con
sidered as tyranny J and who snatches from hi. 
share in the endeavours which are used by good 
men to discredit opulent oppression, the hours he 
has employed on your affairs; and who in so doing 
persuades himself he has not departed from his 1lJ!ual 
office: they come from one who desires honours, 
distinctions, and emoluments, but little; and who 
expeets them not at all; who has no contempt for 
fame, and no fear of obloquy; who shuns contention, 
thongh he will hazard an opinion: from one who 
wishes to preserve consistency, but who would pre
serve consistency by varying his means to secure the 
unity of his end; and, when the equipoise of the 
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v~l in whi"h he oaila lIUly.be endangered by over-. 
loading it upon one Bide, i. de8irou. of carrying the 
muill weight of hi. 're&80~ to that "hicll mlly pre
lel'Ve ita equipoiBe.-Reflectw." OA ·the Revolutitm in 
Fra1lCe. 1790.· . . 

EDMUND Buaa;'-s 'DEP'BlOCE OP B'8 OWl< CO"'>,>

TENCY.-I PRIO to the next h~ 'of charge, Mr. 
Burke's inconoioteucy. It i. certainly a great aggra-. 
v&tion of hi. fanlt in embracing faIoe opinion., that 
in doing 10 he io not :sopposed to fill up a void,. but· 
that he io guilty of a dereliction of opinion~ that are 
trne and laudable. This io the great gist of tbe 
charge againot him. It i. not 10 ·mnch that he i. 
wrong in hi. hook, (that however i. alleged .100.) DO 

that he hao"therein belied hio "hole life. I believe, 
if he conld .. enture to .. a1ue himJelf upon anything, 
it io on the virtue of conoiatency that he wunld value 
himaelf the moat. Strip him of this, aad you leave 
him naked indeed. 

In the caoe of any man who had written aomething, 
and opoken a great deal, npon """1 mnltifarioUJI 
matter, during upwards of t .. .,..ty-five yean' public 
aervice, and in 811 great a variety at important eventa 
811 perhaps have ever happened in the same number 
eC years, it would appear a little hard, in order to 
charge such a man with inconoi8tency, to oee col
lected by hio Criend, a oort of digeot of hio oayingB, 
even to auch as were merely oportive and jocula:r. 
This digest, however, hao been made, with equal 
paino and .-tiality, and without bringing out thooe 
paaaagea of ru. writinga .. hich might tend. to abo .. 
with what reatrictinna any expreuiona, quoted (rom 
him, ought to have been undentood. . From a great 
IItateoman he did not quite expect thio mode of inqui-
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·"ition. If it only a[>pe&led in the works of j:OIBmon 

. pamphleteets,. Mr .• Burke might safely trust to his 
reputation~' When thus urged; he ought, perhaps, 
to do a little more. It shall 1J.e as • little as possible, 
for I hope not much is waiJ.(mg, To be totally silent 
on his chargeS ..,ould nat b"e resp'ectful to Mr. Fox. 
Accusations sometimes derive a weight from the per-
10M who make them, to which they are not entitled 
for their matter. "" 

.; Bj,wh() thiDks that the British constitution ought 
to consist of the three members, of three very dif
fere~t natWes, of which it does actually consist; and 
thinks it his duty.to preserve each of those members 
in its proper place, and with its proper l'roportion of 
power,must (as each shall happen to be attacked) 
vindicate the ,three several parts on the several prin
ciples peculiarly oelonging to. them. He' cannot 
assert the democratic part on the principles on which 
monarchy is supported, nor can he support monarchy 
on the principles of democracy; nor can he maintain 
aristocracy on the grounds of the one or of the other, 
or of both. All theee he must support on grounds 
that are totally different, though practically they 
may be, and happily with us they are, brought into 
one harmonious body. A man could not be con
sistent in defending 8",ch various, and, at first view, 
discordant, parts of a mixed constitution, without 
that BOrt of inconsistency with which Mr. Burke 
otands charged. 

As anyone of the great members of this constitu
tion happens to be endangered, he that is a friend to 
all of them chooses and presses the topics necessary 
for the support of the part attacked, with all the 
strength, the earnestness, the vehemence, -with all 
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the power of Itsting, of argument, and of colouring, 
which he happeno to poo_en, and which the ca.oe 
demandJo. He is not to em.bllJT8.8ll the mindJo of his 
hearers, or to encumber or overlay hi. opeech, by 
hringing into view at once (ao if he were reading an 
academic lecture) all that may and ought, when a 
jU8t occasion present. itself, to be oaid in (avoW' of 
the other members. At that time they are out of 
the COUJ't; there is no qoestion concerning them. 
WbiIat he opposeo his defence on the part where the 
attack is made, he preoUJDtl8, that (or his regard to 
the jU8t right. of all the rest, he hao credit in every 
candid mind. He ought not to apprehend, that his 
raising (enceo about popular privileges this day, will 
infer that he ought, on the nnt, to CODCUJ' with 
thoae who would pull down the throne: bec&ll8e, OJ) 

the next. he defendJo the throne, it ought not to be lOp
pooed that he hao abandoned the right. of the people. 

A man, who, among various object. of his equal 
regan\, is secnre of lOme, and full of anxiety for the 
fate of others, is apt to go to much greater leng1ho 
in his preference of the object. of his immediate IOli
citude than 10k BOJ'ke hao ever done. A man 10 

cirenmstanced ofum oeemo to unden-a1ue, to vilify, 
aImOBt to reprobate and disown, thooe that are out or 
danger. This is the voice or .nature and truth, and 
not of inconsistency and false pretence. The danger 
or anything very dear to UI removes, for the moment, 
every otber aWection from the mind. When Priam 
bad his whole thought. employed on tbe body of his 
Hector, he repels witb indignation, and driyes from 
him with a tbmwmd reproach"", his .umving tJI)n., 

who with an ollicioUl piety crowded about him to 
oWer their auiotance. A good critic (there is no 
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better than Mr. Fox) wQUld 8ay, that this is a ma.s
ter-stroke, and marks a deep understanding of nature 
in the father of poetry. He would despise a Zoilus, 
who would conclude from this passage that Homer 
meant to represent this man of afHiction as hating, 
or being indifferent and cold in his affections to, the 
poor relics of his house, or that he preferred a dead 
carcass to his living children. 

Mr. Burke does not stand in need of an allowance 
of this kind, which, if he did, by candid critics ought 
to be granted to him. If the principles of a mixed 
constitution be admitted, he wants no more to justify 
to consistency everything he has said and done during 
the course of a political life just touching to its close. 
I believe that gentleman has kept himself more clear 
of running into the fashion of wild, visionary theories, 
or of seeking popularity through every means, than 
any man perhaps ever did in the same situation. 

He was the first man who, on the hustings, at a 
popular election, rejected the authority of instruc
tions from constituents: or who, in any place, has 
argued 80 fully against it. Perhaps the discredit 
into which that doctrine of compulsive instruction. 
under our constitution is since fallen, may be due, in 
a great degree, to his opposing himself to it in that 
manner, and on that occasion. 

The reformers in representation, and the bills for 
shortening the duration of parliaments, he uniformly 
and steadily opposed for many years together, in 
contradiction to many of his best friends. These 
friends, however, in his better days, when they had 
more to hope from his service and more to fear from 
his 1088 than now thcy have, never chose to find any 
inconsistency between his acts and expressions in 
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favour of liberty, and hi. vot"" on thOtle queotiono. 
But there i8 a time for all thing •. 

Againat the opinion of umny friend., even against 
the solicitation of some of them, he oppooed thoae of 
the church clergy, who had petitioned the hoWle of 
commons to be diacbarged from the oubACJiptiofl. 
Although he supported the di..enten in their peti
tion for the indulgence .. hich he had refu.oed to the 
clergy of the eotablished church; in tbi., .. he "/1M 

not guilty of it, 80 he W88 not reproached .. ith incon
sistency. At the same time he promoted, and against 
the wish of severa1, the clawoe that gave the di ... enting 
teachers another 8ubACJiption in the place of that 
which W88 then taken a .... ay. Keither at that time 
...... the reproach of inconsistency brought against 
him. People eould then distinguish between a dif
ference in conduct nud ... a .-ariation of circnnutanceo, 
and an inconsistency in principle. It .... not then 
thought neceooary to he freed of him 88 of an incum
brance. 

These instances, a few among many, are produced 
... an answer to the insinuation of hia ha,;ng por
sued high popular counea, .. hich in hio late book be 
hao abandoned. Perhapo in hio .. hole life he hao 
never omitted a fair occasicm, .. ith whatever riak to 
him of obloquy 88 an individual, with whatever detri
ment to hio intereot 88 a member of oppooition, to 
asoert the very oame doetrin"" which appear in that 
book. He told the hoWIe, upon an important 0C(!a

tOoo, and pretty early in hio ,","ice, that .. being 
.. arned by tbe ill effect of a contrary procedure in 
great examples, he had taken hia ideas of liberty very 
low; in order that they .hould stick to him, and 1100 
he might stick to them to the end of hia life." 
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At popular elections the most rigoroUs """111"'"".. .. 
remit a little of their severity. They will 
candidate some unqualified effusions in fa 
freedom, without binding him to adhere to the 
their utmost extent. But Mr. Burke i'ut a more 
strict rule upon himself than most moralists would 
put upon others. At'his first offering himself to 
Bristol. where he was almost sure he should not 

• obtain, on that or any occasion, a single Tory vote, 
(in fact he did obtain but one,) and rested wholly on 
the Whig interest, he thought himself bound to tell 
to the electors, both before and after his election, 
exactly what a representative they had to expect in 
him. 

"The diatinguiahi11fJ part of our constitution (he 
said) is its liberty. To preserve that liberty inviolate, 
is the peculiar duty and propec trust of a member of 
the house of commons. But the liberty, the only 
liberty I mean, is a liberty connected with order, 
and that not only exist. with order and virtue, but 
cannot exist at all witflout them. It inheres in good 
and steady government, as in its tmhstance and vita( 
principle." 

The liberty to which Mr. Burke declared himself 
attached is not French liberty. That libertyi. 
nothing but the rein given to vice and confusion. 
Mr. Burke was then, as he was at the writing of his 
.Reflections, awfully impressed with the difficulties 
arising from the complex state of our constitution 
and our empire, and that it might require, in different 
emergencies, different sorts of exertions, and the 
successive call upon all the various principles which 
uphold and justify it •. This will appear from wha~ 
be said at the close of the poll. 
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"To be a good member of parliament is, k-t me 
tell you, no easy task; especially at this time, when 
there is 80 strong a disposition to run into the pcriloUI 

extremes of aennle compliance, or rniUJ P"f"Jiarit,l, 
To unite circulWlpection with vigour, is absolntely 
nece&8ary; but it is extremely diflicnlt. Weare 
now members for a rich commercial cit,l; this city, 
however, is but a part of a rich commercial nation, 
the interests of which are fJariaru, rmdIi/rmn, and 
intricate. We are members for that great nation 
which, however, is itself hut a part of a great empire, 
extended by our virtue and our fortnne to the farthest 
1inrits of the east and oC the west. All these wide
opread interests moo be WTIIidered; moo be com
pared; moo be ,.ectmdled, if pouible. We are 
memherro for a/ree country; and lurely we all know 
that the machine of B free constitution is DO limple 
thing; but 81 intricnte and 81 tielicale, 81 it is . 
valuable. We are members in B If"eat and ancient 
MOJlAIICHY; and we mun pr_ rewJiorulg the t'l"Ul! 
legal rigkU 0/ the 80fJe7eiga, flJhiclI/urm the /cev-81rm.e 
tfuJI binda together the noble and flJelJ4mutructed arch 
0/ our empire and our crmatitntion. A constitutiOll 
made up of 6altmced p<JUJt78, moo eYer be a critical 
thing. All IOllCh I mean to touch that part of it 
.. hich com.,. within my reach." 

In tm. manner Mr. Burke opoke to his consti
tuents ..,..enteen yeara ago. He opoke, not like a 
partisan oC one particnIar member of our constitntiou, 
but 81 a penon otrongly, and on principle, attached 
to them alL He thought tbeoe great and _tial 
members ought to be preoerved, and preaen-ed each 
in its place; and that the mODafChy ought not only 
to be secured in ita peeoliar exiatence, but in its 
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pre-eminence too, IU! the presiding and connecting 
principle of the whole. Let it be Considered, whether 
the langnage of his book, printed in 1790, differs 
from his speech at Bristol in 1774. 

With equal justice his opiniollll on the American 
war are introdnced, IU! if in his late work he had 
belied his conduct and opiniollll in the debates which 
arose upon that great event. On the American war 
he never had any opinions which he hIU! seen occa.
sion to retract, or which he hIU! ever retracted. He 
collllidered the Americans IU! standing at that time, 
Bnd in that contro'l'ersy, in the same relation to 
England, IU! England did to King James the Second, 
in 1688. He believed, that they had taken up arms 
from one motive ouly; that is, our attempting to 
tax them without their consent; to tax them for the 
purposes of maintaining civil and military establish
ments. If this attempt of ours could have been 
practically established, he thought, with them, that 
their &88cmblies would become totally useless; that, 
under the system of policy which WIU! then pursued, 
the Americ&llll could have no sort of security for their 
law. or liberties, or for any part of them; and that 
the very circumstallce of our freedom would have 
augmented the weight of their slavery. 

Considering the AmeriC&llll on that defensive foot
ing, he thought Great Britain ought instantly to have 
closed with them by the repeal of the taxing act. He 
WIU! of opinion that our general rights over that 
country would have been preserved by this timely 
conceesion. * When instead of this, a Boston port bill, 
a MlU!8&Chusetts charter bill, a Fishery bill, an Inter
course bill, I know not how many hostile bills, rushed 

• See hi> opoech OIl Amer,,,,,,, taxation, the 19th of April, 1714. 
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out like 10 many tempesu. from all pointa of the 
compas8, and were accompanied 6,."t with great fleet. 
and lIl"Dlico of Engliah, and foUowed afterwarda with 
great bodico of foreign ~p., he thought that their 
cause grew daily better, because daily more defensive; 
and that Ot11'll, because daily more offemrive, grew 
daily wone. He therefore, in two motiona, in two 
successive yean, propooed in parliament many con· 
ceooions beyond what he had reaIOn to think in the 
beginning of the troubleo would ever be aeriou.ly 
demanded. 

So circw:n8taneed, he certainly never could and 
never did wiah the colouista to be IUbdued by arm •. 
He was fully persuaded, that if meh ahouJd be the 
event, they mnat be held in that IUbdued atate 
by a great body of standing forcea, and perhapa of 
foreign forceo. He w.. strongly of opinion that 
mch arnllCO, first victoriOUA over Engliahmen, in a 
con1lict for Engliah constitutional righta and privi
legco, and afterward. habituated (though in America) 
to keep an Engliah people in a state of abject au b
jection, would prove fatal in the end to the libertieo 
of England itaelf; that in the meantime thia military 
ayatem would lie .. an oppreooive burthen upon the 
national linancea; that it would couatontly breed 
and feed new diaenMiona, full of heat and acrimony, 
leading JIOMIoly to • new aeriea of Wart; and that 
foreign powen, .. hilat we continned in • state at once 
burthened and distracted, moat at length obtain a 
decided mperiority over 81. On what part of hio 
late pnblication, or on ... hat expreuion that migbt 
haTe escaped him in that work, is any man autboriaed 
to charge ~Ir. Bnrke with • contradiction to the 
line of his conduct, and to the current of his doc-
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trines. on the AmeriC8Jl war? The pamphlet is in 
the hands of his 8CCU.8ers, let them point out the 
passage if they C8Jl. . . . . 

Mr. Burke has been also reproached with an in
consistency between his late writings and his former 
conduct, because he had proposed in parliament 
several economical, leading to several constituti6nal 
reforms. Mr. Burke thought, with a majority of the 
house of commons, that the influence of the crown at 
one time was too great; but after his majesty had, 
by a gracious message, and several subsequent acts . 
of parliament, reduced it to a standard which satisfied 
Mr. Fox himself, and, apparently at least, contented 
whoever wished to go farthest in that reduction, is 
Mr. Burke to allow that it would be right for us to 
proceed to indefinite lengths upon that subject? that 
it would therefore be justifiable in a people owing 
allegianee to a monarchy, and professing to main
tain it, not to reduce, but wholly to take away all 
prerogative, and all influenee whatsoever ?-Must 
his having made, in virtue of a plan of economical 
regulation, a reduction of the influenee of the crown, 
compel him to allow, that it would be right in the 
French or in us to bring a king to 80 abject a state, 
as in function not to be so respectable as an under
sberiff, but in person not to diffcr from the condition 
of a mere prisoner? One would think that such a 
thing as a medium had never been heard of in the 
moral world. 

This mode of argning from your having done any
tbing in a eertain line, to the neeessity of doing 
everything, has political consequences of other mo
ment tban those of a logical fallacy. If no man can 
propose anydimillution or modification of an invidious 
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or dangerous power or influence in government, 
without entitling friend. turned into adver.aries to 
argue him into the deotruetion of all prerogative, and 
to a spoliation of the whole patronage of royalty, I 
do not know what can more effectually deter person. 
of sober minds from engaging in any reform; nor 
how the worot enemies to the liberty of the lubjcet 
could contrive any method more fit to bring all cor
reetiveo on the power of the crown into lWIJ'icion 
and diorepute. 

If, 88y hio aCCOIerI, the dread of too great influence 
in the crown of Great Britain could jnotify the degree 
of reform which he adopted, the dread of a return 
under the deopotiom of a mOJllU"chy might jnotify the 
people of France in going mnch further, and redncing 
monarchy to it. preoent nothing. Mr. Burke doeo 
not allow that a mflicient argument ad Mminnn iA 
inferable from theoe premioee. If the horror of the 
excease. of an absolute moruu-chy furniAhes a rClllOo 
for abolishing it, no moruu-chy once ahsoiote (all 
have been so at one period or other) could ever be 
limited. It mnot be deotroyed; otherwiAe no way 
could be fOODd to quiet the fearl of thooe who were 
formerly mbjected to that _ay. Bot the principle 
of Mr. Burke'l proceeding ought to lead him to • 
very different coneJDOion ;-to thio cooclWlWn,-that 
a monarchy is a thing perCectly amceptible of reform : 
perCectly amceptihle of a balance of power; and that, 
... hen reformed and balanced, for a great country, it 
io the beat of all government.. The example of our 
country might have led France, BI it baa led him. to 
perceive that monarchy io not ooly reconciJeahle to 
liberty, bot that it may be rendered • great and stable 
!lIlCDrity to it. perpetual enjoyment. 1'0 correctivCl 
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which he proposed to the power of the crown could 
lead him to approve of a plan of a republic (if so it 
may be reputed) which b ... no correctives, and which 
he believe. to be incapable of admitting any. No 
principle of Mr. Burke's conduct or writings obliged 
him, from consistency, to become an advocate for an 
excbange of mischiefs; no principle of his could 
compel him to justify the setting up in the place of 
a mitigated monarchy, a new and far more despotic 
power, under which there is no trace of liberty, 
except what appelll'8 in confusion and in crime. . . . 

So far ... to the attack on Mr. Burke, in conse-
quence of hi. reforms. . 

To show that he has in hi. lRBt publication aban
doned those principles of liberty which have given 
energy to his youth, and in spite of his censors will 
afford repose and consolation to his declining age, 
tbose, who have tbought proper in parliament to 
declare against his book, ought to have produced 
oomething in it, which directly or indirectly militates 
witb any rational plan of free government. It is 
oomething extraordinary, that they, whose memories 
have 80 well served them with regard to light and 
lndicrous expressions which years had consigned to 
oblivion, sbould not have been able to quote a single 
passage in a piece so lately published, which con
tradicts anything be has formerly ever said in a style 
eitber ludicrous or serious. Tbey quote his former 
.peeches, and his former votes, but not one syllable 
from the book. It is only by " collation of the one 
witb the otber that the allcged inconsistency can be 
establiHhed. But as they are unable to cite any luch 
contradictory paasage, so neither can they show 
anything in the general tendency and spirit of the 
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whole work unfavourable to a rational and generous 
spirit of liberty; nubs a warm opposition to the 
spirit of levelling, to the. spirit or impiety, to the 
spirit of proscription, plunder, murder, and canniba
lism, be adverse to the true prineiplet! of freedom. 

The author of that book is 8Uppooed to bave passed 
from extreme to extreme; but he bas alway. kept 
himself in a medinm. This charge is not 10 wonder
ful. It is in the nature of thinga, that they who are 
in the centre of a circle .hould appear directly oppooed 
to tbolC who view them from any part of the circum
ference. In that middle point, however, he will otill 
remain, though he may hear people who themoelvetl 
run beyond Aurora and the Ganget!, cry out, that he 
is at the extremity of the west. 

In the same debate :lIr. Burke was repreoenled by 
Mr. Fox as arguing in a manner which implied that 
the British constitution could not be deft"lldcd, but 
by abusing all repuhlica ancient and mo.u:rn. He 
aaid nothing to give the leaot ground (or such a cen
sure. He never abooed all republica. He has never 
profeoscd himself • friend or an enemy to republica 
or to monarchiea in the abotraet. He thought that 
the cirenmotances and habits of every conntry, which 
it is always perilOUl and productive of the greatest 
ea1amitiea to force, are to decide npon the form of ito 
government. There is nothing in his nature, his 
temper, or his faculties, which .houId make him BD 

enemy to any republic modern or andent. Farfrom 
it. He has studied tbe (orm and spirit of republica 
very early in life; he has studied them with great 
attentiou; and with a mind nndioturbed by affection 
or prejudice. He is indeed convinced that the 
~ce of government wouId be poorly cultivated 
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without that study. But the.resnlt in his miud from 
that investigation has been, and is, that neither Eng
land nor France, without infinite detriment to them, 
as well in the event as in the experiment, conld be 
brought into a republican form; but that everything 
republican which can be iutroduced with .afety into 
either of them, mUBt be built upon a monarchy; 
built upon-a real, not a nominal, monarchy, (J8 ilB 
essential hfJ8is; that all snch institutions, whether 
aristocratic or democratic, must originate from their 
crown, and in all their proceeding. mUBt refer to it ; 
that by the energy of that mainspring alone those 
republican part. .mUBt be set in action, and from 
thence must derive their 'whole legal effect, (as 
tmlongst us they actnaIly do,) or the whole will fall 
into confusion. These republican members have no 
other point but the crown in which they can possibly 
unite. 

This is the opinion expressed in Mr. Burke's book. 
He has never varied in that opinion since he came to 
yeara of discretion. •........ 

These revolutionists indeed may be well thought 
to vary iu their conduct. He is, however, far from 
BCCUBing them, in this variation, of the smallest 
degre~ of inconsistency. He is persuaded that they 
are totally indifferent at which end they begin the 
demolition of the constitution. Some are for com
mencing their operations with the destruction of 
the civil powers, in order the better to pull dOWD the 
ecclesiastical; BOrne wish to begin with the eccle
liutical, in order to facilitate the ruiu of the civil; 
BOrne would destroy the house of commons through 
the crown; BOme the croWD through the house of 
commons; and some would overturn both the one 

p 
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and the other through what they call the people. 
Bot I believe tbat tbie injured writer will think it 
not at all incomietent witb.hie preeent duty, or with 
hie former life, etrennOOlly to 0pJ>OM all the VariODl 
partisans of destruction, let them bebrin where, or 
when, or how they will. No man would let hie face 
more determinedlyagainet thoee who Ihould attempt 
to deprive them, or any deacription of men, of the 
righte they po_. No man woold be more eteady 
in preventing them from abDling thooe righte, to the 
destruction of that happy order under which they 
enjoy them. As to their title to anything further, it 
ought to be grounded on the proof they give of the 
eafety with which power may be troeted in their 
hande. When they attempt without di.oJgniee, Dot to 
win it from our affectionl, bnt to force it from our 
fean, they .hew, in the character of their meane of 
obtaining it, the 1UIe they wonld make of their do
miniOD. That writer ie too well read in men not to 
know how often the deeire and design of a tyrannic 
domination lurke in the claim of an extravagant 
liberty. Perhape in the beginning it alwag6 die
playa iteelf in that manner. Ko man haa ever 
affected power which he did not hope from the 
favour of the exieting government, in any other 
mode.-Appeal from the Nt!1tJ to the Old WIng •. 1191. 

EDJlUSB 8"'1[." DUCaJPTIO!l OF Bn.JUlL. J. 

1195.-It ie true, my lord, what you eay, that, 
through our public life, we have generally wailed 
on &OIDewhat different tacke. We have 110, nndonbt
edly, and we should do 110 etill, if I had C81Jtinned 
longer to keep the __ In that difference, you 
rightly observe, that I have ah.ay. done joetice to 
your .kill and ability III a navigator, and to your 
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good intentions towards the safety of the cargo, and 
of the ship's company. I cannot say now that we 
are on different tacks. There would be no propriety 
in the metaphor. I can sail ·no longer. My vessel 
cannot be said to be even in port. She is wholly 
condemned aud broken up. To have an idea of that 
vessel, you must call to mind what you have often 
seen on the Kentish road. Those plank. of tough 
and hardy oak, that used for years to brave the 
buffet. of the Bay of Biscay, are now turned, with 
their warped grain, and empty trunnion-holes, into 
very wretched pales for the enclosure of a wretched 
farm.yard.-Letter.to Lord Auckland. 1795. 

THB DBCLINII OP STATBs.-Far from repenting, I 
would to God that new faculties had been called up 
in me, in favour not of this or that man, or this 
or that system, but of the general, vital prin
ciple, that whilst it was in its vigour produced the 
stote of things transmitted to us from our fathers: 
but which, through the joint operations of the abuses 
of authority and liberty, may perish in our hands. 
I am not of opinion that the race of men, and the 
commonwealths they create, like the bodies of indi
viduals, grow effete and languid and bloodless, and 
OBBify by the necessities of their own conformation, 
and the fatal operation of longevity and time. These 
analogies between bodies natural and politic, though 
they may sometimes illustrate arguments, furnish no 
argument of themselves. They are llut too often 
used under the colour of a specious philosophy, to 
find apologies for the despair of laziness and pusilla
ninlity, and to excuse the want of all manly efforts, 
when the exigencies of our country call for them 
more loudly.-Letter to w. EUiot, Esq. 1795. 

p a 
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I am not quite of the Iuind of thooe II]leculaton 
who oeem &881ll'ed, that neceooarily and by the con
stitution of things, all stateo have the lame period. 
of infancy, manhood, aDd decrepitude, that are found 
in the individuals who compooe them. Parallel. of 
thiB sort ratheT fumiah .imilitudeo to illuotrate or 
adorn than mpply analogies from whence to reJUtOn. 
The objecta which are attempted to be forced into 
an analogy, are not found in the lame c1aosea of 
existence. Individuals are phyoical beiugs, mbject 
to laWI univeTlal and invariable. The immediate 
cause acting in tbeoe laWI may be obscure; the 
geneTal reaolto are mbjecta of certain caIculation. 
Bnt commonwcaltba are not phyoical bot moral 
eaoencea. They are artificial combinationa, and, in 
their proximate efficient cause, the arbitrary pro
dnctioDl of the human mind. We are not yet ac
quainted with the laWI which ueceuanly iolluence 
the stability of that kind of work made by that kind 
of agent. There ia not in the phyoical order (witb 
wbicb they do not appear to bold any ahignabJe 
connection) a distinet cause by whicb any of tbooe 
iahrico most nee, "ruy grow, f100ri0b, or decay; 
mucb more obllC1lJ"e, and much more difficult to 
trace, than the foreign causea tbat tend to raioe, 
to depreu, and IOIIletimea to overwhelm a com
munity. 

It ia olUm impooaibJe, in these political inquirie8, 
to find any proportion between tbe apparent Coree of 
any moral CIIWIeI we may aaigo and their known 
operation. We are therefore obliged in deJiveT up 
that operation to mere cbaoce, or, more pionoly (per
hapo more rationaJly), to tbe occaoional interpOOtion 
and ineaistibJe band of the Great Diopooer. We 
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have seen states of considerable duration, which for 
ages have remained nearly &8 they have begun, and 
could hardly be 88id to ebb or flow. Some appear 
to have spent their vigour at their collllllencement. 
Some have blazed out in their glory a little before 
their extinction. The meridian of some has been 
tbe most splendid. Others, and they the greatest 
number, have fluctuated, and experieneed at different 

• periods of their existence a great variety of fortune. 
At the very moment when some of them seemed 
plunged in unfathomable abyssea of disgrace and 
disaster, they have auddeuly emerged. They have 
begun a new course and opened a new reckoning; 
and, even in the depths of their calamity, and on the 
very ruins of their country, have laid the foundations 
of a towering and durable greatness. All this h8B 
happened without any apparent previous change in 
the general circumstances which had brought on 
their distress. The death of a man at a critica.i 
juncture, his disgust, his retreat, his disgrace, have 
brought innumerable calamities on a whole nation. 
A common soldier, a child,_ a girl at the door of an 
iun, have changed the face of fortune, and almost of 
nature. 

Such, and often influeneed by such causes, has 
commonly been the fate of monarchies of long dura
tion. They have their ebba and their flowa.-Lett .... 
on " Regiride Peace. 1796. 

TaB BBVOLUTIOIiAIlY aPllllT IN PllAIICB.-My ide8B 
and my principle led me, in this contest, to encounter 
France, not &8 II state, but 811 II faction. The v&st 
territorial extent of that country, ita immense popu
lation, ita riches of production, ita riches of com
merce and convention-the whole aggregate mass of 
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what, in Ordinary caaeo, constitute. the force of a 
state, to me were but objects of oecondary considera
tion. They might be balanced; and they have been 
often more than balanced.' Great .... theoc thing> 
are, they are not what make the faction formidable. 
It ia the faction that mak ... them truly dreadful. 
That faction ia tbe evil "Pirit that potooeIIIetI tbe body 
of France; that infOlIDA it .... a ooul; that otampo 
upon ita ambition, and upon an ita pursuita, a cha
racteritrtic mark, which strongly diotingui.bCl them 
from the oame genenU pa.ooiona, and the laIlIe gene
ral viewa, in otheT men aud in otheT communiti .... 
It ia that "Pirit which inatilla into them a new, 
a pernicioua, a desolating activity. Constituted .... 
France w .... ten yean ago, it .. aa not in that France 
to shake, to shatteT, and to OYeT1t'helm Europe in the 
JW\Il1leT that we behold. A rnre destruction impendt 
OYeT those infatuated prineeo, .. ho, in the eonIIict 
with thia new and nnheard-of pD1t'eT, proceed .... if 
they were engaged in a war that bore a reoemblance 
to their furmer eonteota; (R that they ean make 
peare in the "Pirit of their former arrangements of 
pacification. Here the beaten path ia the .. ery re
yene of the safe road. 

AI to me, I ,.,.. alway. oteadiIy of opinion, that 
thia diaorder .. aa not in its nature intermittent. I 
eoneeived that the eonteat, oooe begun, could not be 
laid down again, to be resumed at OW' diJtcretioo; 
but that OW' lint struggle with thia evil would abo 
be OW' Iaot. I De1'er thought that we could make 
peace with the sylltem; \iecauoe it ...... not for the 
oake of an object .. e punued in rivalry with ea.:b 
otheT, but witb tbe syotem itseU; that .. e .. ere at 
....... AI I undentood the matter, .. e .. ere at .. ar 
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not with it. conduct, but with its existence; convinced 
that its e:rlstence and its hostility were the same. 

The faction is not local or territorial. It is a 
general evil. Where it least appears in action, it is 
still full of life. In its sleep it recruits its atrength, 
and prepares its exertion. Its spirit lies deep in the 
corruption of our common nature. The IIOcial order 
which restrains it, feeds it. It exists in every country 
in Europe; and among all orders of men in every 
country, who look up to. France as to a comm'bn 
head. The centre is there. The circumference is 
the world of Europe wherever the race of Europe 
may be settled. Everywhere else the faction is mili
tant; in France it is triumphant. In France is the 
bank of deposit, and the bank of circulation, of all 
the pernicioua principles that are forming in every 
state. It will be a folly scarcely deserving of pity, 
and too mischievous for contempt, to think of re
straining it in any other country whilst it is predomi. 
nant there. War, instead of being the cause of its 
force, has suapended its operation. It has given a 
reprieve, at least, to the Christian world.-Lett .... , 011 

II Regicide Pellce. 1796. . 
EDMUND BURKB'. ACCOUNT 01' Ria OWN PARTY.

At that time I was connected with men of high plaos 
in the community. They loved liberty 118 much as 
the Duke of Bedford can do; and they understood 
it at least as well. Perhapa their politics, as uaual, 
took a tincture from their character, and they culti. 
vated what they loved. The liberty they pursued 
was a liberty inseparable from order, froui virtue, 
from morale, and from religion; and was neither 
hypocritically nor fanatically followed. They did 
not wish that liberty, in itself one of the first of 
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blessings, should in ita pervenion become tbe greateot 
curse which could fall npon mankind. To preoerve 
the constitution entire, an4 practically equal to all 
the great ends of ita reformation, not in abe lingle 
part, but in all ita parts, w .... to tbem tbe fint object. 
Popularity and power they regarded alike. Tbt-te 
were with them ouly different means of obtaining 
that object; and had no preference over each other 
in their minds, but .... one or the other might afford 
a .urer or a less eertain prospect of arriving at that 
end. It i.o some consolation to me in the cheerle .. 
gloom, which darkeno the evening of my life, that 
... ith them I commenced my political career, and 
never for a moment, in reality, nor in appearance, 
for any length of time, ....... separated from their 
good rih ... and good opinion.-.Lttter to a Noble 
Lurd. 1796. 

ED)lUlfD BUBIlB'1 PJ:1I1,olf.-In one thing I can 
exCU8e the Duke of Bedford for hio attack npon 
me and my mortuary penoion. He cannot readily 
comprehend the transaction he condemno. What 
I have obtained w .... the fruit of no bargain; the 
production of no intrigue; the ....rut of no com
promi.oe; the effect of no solicitation. The fint 
ong~n of it never came from me, mediately or 
immediately, to His Maj...ty or any of hio mini.otero. 
It ..... long known that the instant my engagement. 
would permit it, and before the heaviest of aD 
calamiti... had for ever condemned me to oboeurity 
and sorrow, I had reoolved on B total retreat. I had 
executed that deoign. I ....... entirely ont oC the way 
of oerving or of hurting any -eoman, or any party, . 
... hen the ministen 10 generouoly and 10 nobly 
carried into effect the opontaneoUl bounty of the 
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crown. Both descriptions have acted as became 
them, When I could no longer serve them, the 
ministers have considered my situation. When I 
could no longer hurt them, the revolutionists have 
trampled on my infirmity. My gratitude, I trust, is 
equal to the manner in which the benefit was con
ferred. It came to me, indeed, at a time of life, and 
in a state of mind and body, in which no circum
stance of fortune could alford me any rea.! ple8llure. 
But this was no fault in the roya.! donor, or in his 
ministers, who were pleased, in acknowledging the 
merits of an invalid servant of the public, to _URge 
the sorrows of B desolate old man.-Letter to a Noble 
Lurd. 1796. 

REASONI 0. EDMUND BURKE POB DEPENDING HI8 

POLITICAL CONDUCT.-Had it pleased God to continue 
to me the hopes of a succession, I should have been, 
according to my mediocrity, and the mediocrity of 
the age I live in, . a sort of founder of B family; I 
should have left B son, who, in a.1l the points in which 
persona.! merit can be viewed, in science, in erudition, 
in genius, in taste, in honour, in generosity, in hu
manity, in every liberal sentiment, and every liberal 
accomplishment, would not have shown himself 
inferior to the Duke of Bedford, or to any of those 
whom he traces in his line. His Grace very 80011 
would have wanted a.1l plausibility in his attack 11pon 
that provision which belonged more to mine than to 
me. He would soon have supplied every deficiency, 
aud symn.etrised every disproportion. It would not 
have been for that. successor to resort to any stagoant 
wasting reservoir of merit in me, or in any ancestry. 
He had in himself a salient, living spring of generous 
and manly action. Every day he lived he would 

P 3 
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have re-purcbaoed the hounty of the CI'OWIl, and ten 
times more, if ten tim"" more he had received. He 
WB8 made a public creature; and had no enjoyment 
whatever, but in the perfomumce of ROme duty. At 

. thie exigent moment, the lou of a fini.hed man i. 
not easily supplied. 

But a Disposer whoae power we are little able to 
resist, and whoae wisdom it behoves us not at all to 
dispute, baa ordained it in another manner, and 
(whatever my querulous weakneu might suggC8t) a 
far better. The Itorm baa gone over me; and I lie 
like oue of thoae old oaks which the late hurricane 
baa IlCattered about me. I am stripped of all my 
hon01l1'll, I am tom up by the roots, aud lie prostrate 
on the earth I There, and prostrate there, I moot 
unfeignedly reeognioe the divine jmtice, and in IODle 

degree submit to it. But whilst I humhle myoelf 
before God, I do not know that it i. forbidden to 
repel the attacka of unjust and inconOderate man. 
The patience of lob i. proverbial. After lODIe of the 
convuhive Itmgglea of our irritahle nature, he su "
mitted binJoelf and repented in dust and soMa. But 
even 10, I do not find him blamed UJI' I'e)Jl'ehending, 
and with a cor.aiderable degree of .. erbal aoperity, 
thoae ill-natured neighbonn of hie, .. ho rioited hi. 
dunghill to read moral, political, and economical 
Jecturea on hie misery. I BID alone. I have none to 
meet my enemiea in the gate. 1ndeeiI, my Lord, I 
greatly decei1'e myoelf, if in thie han! _on I would 
giTe a peck of refiue of wheat (or all that i. called 
fame and hoD01l1' in the world. Thia i. the "I>petite 
but of a w.r. It i. a 11lXW'Y, it i. a "rivilege, it Ia .." 

indulgence for tho.e .. ho are at eue. ,l;ut we are 
all of us made to .hon diBgrace, .. we are m...:!;, to 
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• hrink from pain, and poverty, and disease. It is an 
instinct; and under the direction of reason, instinct 
is always in the right. I live in an inverted order. 
They who ought to have succeeded me have gone 
before me. They who should have been to me &8 

posterity are in the place of ancestors. lowe to the 
dearest relation (which ever must subsist in memory) 
that act of piety, which he would have performed to 
me; lowe it to him to show that he W&8 not 
descended, &8 the Duke of Bedford would have. it, 
from an unworthy parent.-Letter- to II Nohk Lord. 
1796. 
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CHAPTER VIIl. 

MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECTS. --
. . . . . . . . Truth, 1If'N'D'" 

Made Tiaible in Mauty. that ibaJl glo. 
ID O't'erluting ~ 

TALrouaD. 

LIBERTY AND THE SOCIAL RELATIOSS OF II ASKISD. 

TRUE LIREBn.-The effect. oC the incapacity 
.hOWD by the popnlar leaden in all the great mem
ben of the commonwealth are to be COTered with the 
" all-atoning name" of liberty. In lOme peoI,ie I 
see great liberty indeed; in many, if not in the moat, 
an oppreoa:ive, degrading aervitnde. But what i. 
liberty withont ...adom and without virtue? It i. 
the greatest oC all poaaible evila; for it is folly, vice, 
and madn_, withont tuition or restraint. Those 
who kl101l' what virtnona liberty is, cannot bear to 
lee it diAgraced by ineapable heads, on account or 
their having high-eounding worda in their mlrutu. 
Grand, .... elling sentiments of liberty I am onre I do 
not deapiae. They wann the heart; they enlarge 
and liberaJise our minds; they animate our courage 
in a time of conflict. Old.. I am, I read the fine 
rapturea of Lucan and CorneilJe with pleaanre. 
~either do I ... holly condemn the little arts and de
ru... oC popularity. They lacilitate the eanying or 
many points of moment; they keep t 1:.: peD}Jie :?-
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gether; they refresh the mind in its exertions; and 
they diffWIC occasional gaiety over the severe brow of 
moral freedom. Every politician onght to aa.crifice 
to the graces; and to join compliance with reason. 
But in such an undertaking 88 that in France, all 
these subsidiary sentiments and artifiCes are of little 
avail To make a government requires no great pru
dence. Settle the seat of power, teach obedience, 
and the work is done. To give freedom is still more 
easy. It is not necessary to guide; it only requires 
to let go the rein. But to form a free government, 
that is, to temper together these opposite elements of 
liberty and restraint in one consistent work, requires 
much thonght, deep reflection, a sagacious, powerful, 
and combining mind. This I do not find in those 
who take the lead in the National Assembly. Per
haps they are not so miserably deficient 88 they ap
pear. I rather believe it. It wonld put them below 
the common level of human understanding. But 
when the leaders choose to make themselves bidders 
at an auction of popularity, their talents, in the con
struction of the state, will be of no service. They 
will become flatterers instead of legislators; the in
struments, not the guides, of the people. If any of 
them should happen to propose a scheme of liberty, 
soberly limited, and defined with proper qualifications, 
he will be immediately outbid by his competitors, who 
will produce something more splendidly popnlar. 
Suspicions will be raised of hi. fidelity to his cause. 
Moderation will be stigmatiaed 88 the virtue of 
cowards; anol compromise 88 the prudence of trai
tors; until, in hopes of preserving the credit which 
may enable him to temper, and moderate, on some 
occasions, the popnlar leader is obliged to become 
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active in propagating doctrines, aod eatabliohing 
powen, that will afterward. defeat aoy IOher pnrpooe 
at which he ultimately mig~t have aimed. . . . . . . 

A brave people will certainly prefer liberty accom
panied with a virtoODl poverty to a depraved aod 
wealthy acrvitude. But before the price of comfort 
and opulence is paid, one ought to be pretty lUre it 
is reallibcrty w hieh is purcbaoed, and that .he is to 
be purehaoed at no other price. I.hall alway., how· 
ever, conaider that liberty aa very equivocal in her 
appearance, which baa not wisdom and jn.stice for her 
companiono; and does not lead prooperity and plenty 
in her train.-Reflecliona 1m lhe Rerolulilm in Franc/!. 

Tall BIGHTS OP JI£Jf.-Far am I from denying in 
theory, full aa far is my heart from withholding in 
practice, (if I were of power to give or to withhold), 
the real right. of men. In denying their faLoe claima 
of right, I do not mean to injure thOle which are 
real, and are mch aa their pretended righta would 
totally destroy. If civil lOciety be made WI' the 
advantage of man, all the advantagea WI' which it is 
made become his right. It is an institution of bene
ficence; and law itoelf is only beneficence acting by 
B role. Men have B right to live by that role; they 
have a right to do justice; aa between their fellow., 
whether their fellow. are in politic {unction or in 
ordina:ry occnpatioo. They have a right to the fruita 
of their indoatry; and to the meana of making their 
industry fruitfuL They have a right to the acquiai
tiona of their parento; to the nooriahment and im
provement of their offspring; to inatroction in life, 
and to oonaolation in death. Whatever each man 
can oeparately do, without treapaMing upon othera, 
he baa B right to do WI' hitnaelf; and he baa a right 
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to a fair portion of all which society, with all its 
combinations of skill and force, can do in his favour. 
In this partDership all men have equal rights; but 
not to equal things. He that has but five shillings 
in the partDership, has as good a right to it, as he 
that has five hundred pounds has to his larger pro
portion. But he has not a right to an equal divi. 
dend in the product of the joint stock; and as to 
the share ~f power, authority, and direction which 
each individual ought to have in the management of 
the state, that I must deny to be amongst the direct 
original rights of man in civil society; for I have in 
my contemplation the civil social man, and no other. 
It is a thing to be settled by convention. 

If civil society be the offspring of convention, that 
convention must be its law. That convention must 
limit and modify all the descriptions of constitntion 
which are formed under it. Every sort of IegisJa. 
tnre, judicial, or executory power, are its creatnres. 
They can have no being in any other state of things; 
and how can any man claim, under the conventions 
of civil society, rights which do not 80 much as 81lp
pose its existence? Right. which are absolutely 
repugnant to it? One of the first motives to civil 
society, and which becomes ODe of its fundamental 
rules, is, thal no man .hould be judge in hiB own cal.Ule. 
By this each person has at once divested himself of 
the first fundamental right of uncovenanted man, 
that is, to judge for himself, and to assert his own 
cauoe. He abdicate. all right to be his own governor. 
He inclnsively, in a great measure, abandons the 
right of oelf-defence; the first law of natnre. Men 
cannot enjoy the rights of an unci\il and of a civil 
state together. That he may obtain justice, he gives 
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Up his right of determining, what it iI in point. the 
molt essential to him. That he may aecure lOme 
liberty, he makes a surrend<;r in trult of the whole 
of it. 

Government is not made in virtue of natural 
right., which may and do exi.t in total indLl'end
ence of it; and exiIt in mIlCh greater clearne .. , and 
in a much greater degree of abstract perfection: bot 
their abltract perfection iI their pnwtical defect. By 
having a right to everything they want everything. 
Government iI a contrivance of human wooom to 
provide for hnman want.. Men ha,·c a right that 
these want. should be provided for by thil wisdom. 
Among these wanta is to be reckoned the want, oot 
of civil eociety, of a mfficient restraint opon their 
passions. Society requires not only that the paa
mons of individnale .hould he .objected, but that 
even in the IDJUIII and body, u well u in the indi
vidualo, the inc1inations of men .howd frequently be 
thwarted, their will controlled, and their pMliOJu 
bronght into mhjection. Thio can ouly be done "v 
a JH1IDI!'" fJIJJ of themleku; and not, in the excrciee or 
ita function, mhject to that will and to thOlC pullion.> 
which it is it. office to hridle and IUbdue. In thiJo 
IICIUe the restraint. on men, lUI ... ell u their libertieo, 
are to be reckoned among their right.. But lUI the 
libertieo and the reotrictiODl vary with tim"" and cir
cnmItaneeo, and admit of infinite modificatioDl, they 
cannot be oettled npon any abltract rule; and nothing 
ill 10 foolish u to diecn.u them npon that principle. 

The moment you abate anything from the foIl 
righta of men, each to govern himoeif, and .n1fer any 
artificial, positive limitation npon thooe right., from 
that moment the ... hole organi!ation of government 
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hecomes a consideration of convenience. This it is 
which makes the constitution of a state, and the due 
distribution of its powers, a matter of the most deli
cate and complicated skill. It requires a deep know
ledge of human nature and human necessities, and 
of the things which facilitate or obstruct the various 
ends, which are to be pursued by the mechanism of 
civil iustitutions. The state is to have recrnits to its 
strength, and remedies to its distempers. What is 
the use of discussing a man'. abstract right to food 
or medicine? The question is upon the method of 
procuring and administering them. In that delibe
ration I shall always advise to call in the aid of the 
farmer and the physician, rather than the professor 
of metaphysics. 

The science of constructing a commonwealth, or 
renovating it, or reforming it, is, like every other 
experimental science, not to be taught Ii priori. Nor 
is it a short experience that can iustruct us in that 
practical science; because the real effects of moral 
causes are not always immediate; but that which in 
the first instance is prejudicial may be excellent in 
its remoter operation; and its excellence may Krise 
even from the ill effects it produces in the beginning. 
The reverse also happens; and very plausible schemes, 
with very pleasing commencements, have often shame
ful and lamentable conclnsions. In states there are 
often some obscure and most latent causes, things 
which appear at first view of little moment, on which 
a very great l'art of its prosperity or adversity may 
most essentially depend. The science of government 
being therefore so practical in itself, and intended 
for such practical purposes, a matter which reqnires 
experience, and even more experience than any per-
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IOn can gain in hi. whole life, however lagacio ... alld 
oboerving he may be, "it i. with infinite caution that 
any man ought to venture upon pulling down an 
edifice, which has answered in any tolerable deb'"'" 
for agee the common purpooe of society, or on build
ing it up again, without having modele and patternl 
of approved utility before hill eye •. 

These metaphysic right. entering into common 
life, like ray. of light which pierce into a denle 
medium, are, by tbe la ..... of nature, refracted from 
their otraight line. Indeed, in the glOM and com· 
plicated mass of human p8lllioU8 and concerns, tbe 
primitive right. of men undergo IJIlCh a variety of 
refractioU8 and reflections, that it beoomea &hllUrd to 
talk of them. 88 iftbey continued in the simplicity of 
their original direction. The nature of man ill intri. 
cate; the object8 of society are of the greateat po.· 
sible compleIity: and therefore no aimple di.pooi. 
tion or direction of power can be .wtable eitber to 
man'l nature, or to the quality of hie alfail'l. When 
I hear the aimplicity of contrivance aimed at and 
boaated of in any new political conotitutiOU8, I am 
at no lou to decide that the artificero are groooly 
ignorant of their trade, or totally negligent of their 
duty. The aimple government. are fundamentally 
defective, to my no worae of them. If you were to 
contemplate oociety in but one point of view, all 
theoe aimple model of polity are infinitely captivat
ing. In eO'ect each would &U8Wer ito lingle end 
mueh more perfectly than the more complex ill able 
to attain all ito comple:t purpooea. But it ill better 
that the whole .hould be imperfectly and anoma
lonaly &U8Wered, than that, while lOme pwto are 
provided for with great nactneae, othera might be 
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totally neglected, or perhaps materially injured, by 
the over-care of a favourite member. 

The pretended rights of these theorists are all 
extremes: and in proportion as they are metaphy
sically true, they are morally and politically false. 
The rights of men are in a sort of middle, incapable 
of definition, but not impossible to be discerned. 
The rights of men in governments are their advan
tages; and these are often in balances between dif
ferences of good; in compromises sometimes between 
gold and evil, and sometimes between evil and evil. 
Political reason is a computing principle; adding, 
subtracting, multiplying, and dividing, morally and 
not metaphysically or mathematically, true moral 
denominations. 

By these theorists the right of the people i8 almost 
always sophistically confounded with their power. 
The body of the community, whenever it can come 
to act, can meet with no effectual resistance; but 
till power and right are the aame, the whole body of 
them has no right inconsistent with virtue, and the 
first of all virtues, prudence. - Reflectiona on the 
RetJo/ution in France. 

C,V,L 80CIETY.-! cannot too often recommend it 
to the serious consideration of all men, who think 
civil society to be within the province of moral juris
diction, that if we owe to it any duty, it is not subject 
to our will. Duties are not voluntarily. Duty and 
will are even contradictory terms. Now though 
civil society might be at first a voluntary act, (which 
in many cases it undoubtedly was,) its continuance 
is under a permanent, standing covenant, co-existing 
with the society; and it attaches upon every indivi
dual of that society, without any formal act of his 
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own. Th~ ~ warranted by tbe general practice. 
arising out of the geneml lenlIe of mankind. Men 
withont their choice derive. benefito from that ILIIIOcia
tion; witbout their cboice tbey are IUbjected to 
dutieo in consequence of theoe bencfito; and with
out their choice they enter into a virtual obligation 
ao binding ao any that ~ actual. Look through 
the whole of life and the ... hole oy"tem of dutieo. 
Much the otrongeot moral obligatioll.l are ouch BI 

... ere never the reaulto of oor option. I allow. that 
if no oupreme ruler existo. wioe to form. and potent 
to enforce, the moral law. there ~ no anction to any 
contract, v:irtuaI or even actual. againlt the "ill of 
prevalent power. On that hypotheoil. let any oct of 
men be otrong enough to oct their dutieo at defiance. 
and they ceaoe to be dntieo any longer. We have 
bot tw one appeal against irreoiAtible power--

Si_b ............. ----. ..u ......... De<o .......... _ ...... __ 

Taking it for granted that I do not write to tbe 
diacipleo of the Parioian philooopby, I may .... urne. 
that tbe awfnl Anthor of our being ~ the Author 
of our place. in the order of exioteuce; and that 
having diapooed and marshalled no by a divine 
tactic, not according to our will, but according to· b~, 
he bu, in and by that disposition. virtually IUbj<-cted 
WI to act the part which belougo to the place aMigned 
no. We have obligatioll.l to mankind at large. whicb 
are not in consequence of any opeeiaI yoluntary pact. 
They .me from the relation of man to man, and tbe 
relation of man to God, whicb relatioll.l are not 
matten of choice. On the contrary, the force of all 
the pacU which we enter into witb any particuIar 
penon, or Dumber of penon.o amon,,- mankind, 
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depends upon those prior obligations. In some cases 
the subordinate relations are voluntary, in others 
they are necessary-but the duties are all compul
sive. When we marry, the choice is voluntary, but 
the duties are not matter of choice. They are 
dictated by the nature of the situation. Dark and 
inscrutable are the ways by' which we come into the 
world. The instincts which give rise to this mys
terious process of nature are not of our making. But 
out of physical causes, unknown to -us, perhaps 
unknowable, arise moral duties, which, as we 'are 
able perfectly to comprehend, we are bound indis
pensably to perform. Parents may not be consenting 
to their moral relation; but consenting or not, they 
are bound to a long train of burthensome duties 
towards those with whom they have never made a 
convention of any sort. Children are not consenting 
to their relation, but their relation, without their 
actual consent, binds them to its duties; or rather it 
implies their consent, because the presumed consent 
of every rational creature is in unison with the 
predisposed order of things. Men come in that 
manner into a community with the social state of 
their parents, endowed with all the benefits, loaded 
witll. all the duties of their situation. If the social 
tie. and ligaments, spun ont of those physical rela
tions which are the elements of the commonwealth, 
in most cases begin, and alway continue, indepen
dently of our will, so, without any stipulation on 
our own part, are we bound by that relation called 
our country, which comprehends (as it has been well 
said) "all the charities of all." Nor are we left 
without powerful instincts to make this duty as dear 
and grateful to us, as it is awful and coercive. Our 
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country i.e not • thing of mere phy.icallocality. It 
consilt., in • great mea.mre, in the ancient order 
into which we are born .. We may have the lame 
geographical oituation, but another "ountry; 81 .. e 
may ha"e the BBme country in another ",ii. The 
place that determines our duty to oor country i •• 
1Oci.1, civil relation. . • . . • . . . . • 
~ in the abstract, it i.e perfectly clear, that, 01lt 

of • state of civil lOciety, majority lind minority are 
relations which can have no exiotence; and that, in 
civil lOciety, its own apecific convention. in each cor
poration determine what it i.e that conotitutes the 
people, 10 81 to make their act the oignification of 
the general will: to come to particulan, it i.e equally 
clear, that neither in France nor in England h81 the 
original, or any IDbaequent compact of the .tate, n
preosed or implied, conotituted II majl1riJ" 0/ ....... , 
/l)ld by the hetul, to be the acting people of their 
aeveral commonities. And I see 81 little of policy 
or utility, 88 there iI of right, in laying down a prin
ciple that • majority of men told by the head are to 
be considered 88 the people, and that 81 lOCh their 
will i.e to be Ia... 'What policy can there be found 
in arrangements made in defiance of every politi
cal principle? To enable men to act with' the 
weight and character of • people, and to 811_er the 
end. for which they are incorporated into that capa
city, we moot 8UPP'*' them (by mean. immffiiate or 
conaequential) to be in that .tate of habitual eocial 
dilcipline, in which the wiler, the more expert, and 
the more opulent conduct, and by ronducting en
lighten and protect, the weaker, the 1_ knowing, 
and the Ie.. prorided with the good. of fortune. 
When the multitude are not under this discipline, 
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they can scarcely be said to be in civil society. 
Give once a certain constitution of thiDgs, which 
prodnces a variety of conditions and circumstances 
in a state, and there is in nature and reason a prin
ciple which, for their own benefit, postpones, not the 
interest but the judgment, of those who are numero 
plurea, to those who are virtute et lunwre majrwea. 
Numbers in a state (supposing, which is not the case 
in France, that a state does exist) are always of con
sideration-but tbey are not the whole consideration. 
It is in things more serious than a play, that it may 
be truly said, BatiB eat eqtdtem mihi plaudere. 

A true natural aristocracy is not a separate interest 
in the state, or separable from it. It is an essential 
integrant part of any large body rightly constituted. 
It is formed out of a class of legitimate presumptions, 
which, taken &I generalities, mnst be admitted for 
actual truths. To be bred in a place of estimation; 
to see nothing low and sordid from one'. infancy; to 
be taught to respect one's self; to be habituated to 
the cenoorial inspection of the public eye; to look 
early to public opinion; to stand upon such elevated 
ground as to be enabled to take a large view of the 
wide-spread and infinitely diversified combinations 
of men and affairs in a large society; to have leisure 
to read, to reflect, to converse; to be enabled to 
draw the court and attention of the wise and \earned 
wherever they are to be found; to be habituated in 
armies, to command and to obey; to be taught to 
despise danger in the pursuit of honour and duty; 
to be formed to the greatest degree of vigilance, 
foresight and circumspection, in a state of things in 
which no fault is committed with impunity, and the 
.lightest mistakes draw on the most ruinous conse-
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quencea; to he led to a guarded and regulated COD· 
duct, from a seuoe that you arc con.iclcred 81 an 
imtructor of yOUl' fellO'll''Citizens in their highest 
concerns, and that you act 81 a reconciler petween 
God and man; to be employed 81 an admiAi.trator 
of law and juotice, and to be thereby amongot the 
fim benefacton to mankind; to be 8 profe •• or of 
high ocience, or of liberal and ingenious art; to be 
amongst rich traden, who from their IJUCce8II arc 
presumed to have .harp and vigorou undentand. 
inga, and to p<lIIIe8A the virtuea of diligence, order, 
conotancy, and regularity, and to have cultivated an 
habitual regard to commutative juotice ;-theoe are 
the circumBtanceo of men, that form what I Ihould 
call a fllJ/ural ariotocracy, withODt which there is no 
nation. 

The otate of civil oociety, which n~ly gene· 
rateo tbia aristocracy, is a otate of natUJ"e; and much 
more trnly.1O than a IBvage and incoherent mode of 
life. For man is by nature re8lonahle; and he ;" 
never perfectly in his natural otate, bot when he is 
placed where reaoon may be beat cultivated, and 
moat predominate.. Art is man'. nature. We are 
81 much, at leaot, in a otate of natnre in formed 
manhood, 81 in intmature and helpleaa infancy. 
Men, qualified in the manner I have juat deacribed, 
form in nature, 81 .he operatea in tbe commOD modi. 
fication of oocietv, the leading, guiding, and govern· 
ing part. It;;' the aoul to the body, without which 
the man doea not eDn. To give therefore no more 
importance, in tbe oociaI order, to IUCh deocriptilJoI 
of men, than that of 10 many unito, is a bomnle 
umrpation.. 

When great multitudea act ~her, ooder that 
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discipline of nature, I recognise the PEOPLE. I 8C

knowled~ something that perhaps equals, and onght 
always to guide, the sovereignty of convention. In 
all things the voice of this grand choms of national 
harmony onght to have a mighty and decisive infln
ence. But when you disturb this harmony; when 
you break up this beautiful order, this array of truth 
and nature, as well as of habit and prejudice; when 
you separate the common sort of men from their 
proper chieftains, so as to form them into an adverse 
army, I no longer know that venerable object called 
the People, in such a disbanded race of deserters and 
vagabonds. For a while they may be terrible indeed, 
but in such a manner as wild beasts are terrible. 
The mind owes to them no sort of submission. They 
are, as they have always been reputed, rebels. They 
may lawfully be fonght with, and brought under, 
whenever an &dvantage offers. Those who attempt 
by outrage and violence to deprive men of any ad
vantage which they hold under the laws, and to 
destroy the natural order of life, proclaim war against 
them. -

We have re&d in history of that furious insurrec
tion of the common people in France, called the 
Jacguerie; for this is not the first time that the 
people have been enlightened into treason, murder, 
and rapine. Its object was to extirpate the gentry. 
The Caplal de Buche, a famous soldier of those daya, 
dishonoured the name of a gentleman and of a man, 
by taking, for their cruelties, a cruel vengeance on 
these deluded wretches: it was, however, his right 
and his duty to make war npon them, and after
wards, in moderation, to hring them to punishment 
for their rebellinn; thongh in the sense of the French 
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Revolution, and of lOme of our clubs, tbey were tbe 
people; and were truly 10, if you will call by that 
appellation any majority of mm told by the head . •..• 

AberratioDl like tbelle, wbetber ancient or modem, 
unonccessful or prooperono, are tbingo of. pBIIIIge. 
Tbey furnisb no argument for rupposiug a multitude 
told by Me head to be the people. Such a multitude 
can have no oort of title to alter the oeat of power in 
the oociety, in which it ever ought to be the obedient, 
and not the ruliug or presiding part. ·What power 
may belong to the whole maao, in which maao the 
natural arUtocracy, or ... hat by convention io ap
pointed to repreoeut and otrengtben it, acto in ito 
proper place, with ito proper weight, and· witbont 
being rubjeeted to violence, io a deepeT queotion. 
But iu that caoe, and with that concurreme, I 
.hould have much doubt whetber any I'lIIIh or des
perate changeo in the otate, IllCb sa we have oeen in 
France, could ever be effected.-Appeal from the Nt'll) 
to the Old Whig_. 

BEFOBJI. 

TIIIELY nYOBII.-IC there io any one eminent 
criterion, ... hicb, above all the reBt, distinguitheo a 
wioe government from an administration weak and 
improvident, it io tbio ;-" well to know tbe best 
time and manner of yielding ... hat it io impouible to 
keep." There have been, Sir, and there are, many 
who choooe to chicane with their oituation, rather 
than. be in.atroeted by it. ThOle gentlemeu argue 
againlIt every desire of reformation, npon the prin
ciplea of a criminal proeeeution. It ia enough (or 
them to justify their adherence to a perniciouo 
syItem, that it ia not of their contrinnce; that it io 
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an inheritance of absurdity, derived to them from 
their ancestors; that they can make out a long 
and unbroken pedigree of mismanagers that have 
gone before them. They are proud of the antiquity 
of their house; and they defend their errors, as if 
they were defending their inheritance; afraid of 
derogating from their nobility; and carefully avoid
ing a sort of blot in their scutcheon, which they 
think would degrade them for ever. 

It was thus that the unfortunate Charles the First 
defended himself on the practice of the Stuart who 
went before him, and of all the Tudors; his partisa1l$ 
might have gone to the Plantagenets. They might 
have found bad examples enough, both abroad and 
at home, that 'could have shown an ancient and 
illustrious descent. But there is a time, when men 
will not ,suffer bad things because their ancestors 
have suffered worse. There is a time, when the 
hoary head of inveterate abuse will neither draw 
reverence, nor obtain protection. . ., . . .. I do 
most seriously put it to' administration, to consider 
the wisdom of a timely reform. Early reformations 
are amicable arrangements with a friend in power; 
late reformations are terms imposed upon a con
quered enemy: early reformations are made in cool 
blood: late reformations are made under a state of 
inflammation. In that state of things the people 
behold in government nothing that is respectable. 
They see the abuse, and they will see nothing elBe
they fall into the temper of a furious populace . 
provoked at the disorder of a house of ill fame; they 
never attempt to correct or regulate; they go to 
work by the shortest way-they abate the nuisance, 
they pull down the house. . . . . . •. This is my 

Q.2 
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opinion with regard to the true interest. or go~ern. 
ment. But 88 it is the intel"C8t of gO"ernment that 
reformation should be ear)y, it is the interest or 
the people that it should be temperate.-S'peech on 
EC01lbmical Reform. 1780. 

!hDDLB COUUB TO BE OB8ERVED IN R8,oall.

But in this, 88 in most questiotlll of etate, there il a 
middle. There is oomething else than the mere 
alternative of aboolute deotruetioD, or unrd'onned 
existence. Sparlam nactUII ".; Iumc ezfR"7Ul. This 
is, in my opinion, a rule or proround sense, and 
ought never to depart from the mind of an honest 
reformer. I cannot coneei"e how any man can have 
brought himaeI( to that pitch or presumption, to 
comider his country 88 nothing but carle blanche, 
upon which be may scribble whatever be plC88CII. 
A man full or warm, speculative benevolence may 
wish his aociety otherwise coILltitnted than be linda 
it; hut a good patriot, and a true politician, alway. 
considen bow be shall make the most or the exioting 
materia1a or his country. A dispotrition to preserre, 
and an ability to improve, taken together, wuold be 
my standard or 8 ItateIIman.. Everything elae is 
vulgar in the conreption, periIota in the execution. 

There aze momenta in the fortune or atatea, when 
partienlar men aze called to make improvement., by 
great mental exertion. In thooe momenta, even ... hen 
they aeem to enjoy the confidence or their prince abd 
country, and to be inveated with full authority, they 
have .not always apt inotrnmenta. A politician, to 
do great thinga,loob for a JKAI'W, what our workmen 
call a purcJuue; and it he linda that power, in 
politics 88 in mechanica, he cannot be at 8 J- to 
apply it. . . . . . At 0D£e to preaerYe and to reform 
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ill quite another thing. When the useful parts of an 
old establishment are kept, and what ill snperadded 
ill to be fitted to what ill retained, a Vigorous mind, 
steady, persevering attention, various powers of 
comparison and combination, and the resources of 
an understanding fruitful in expedients, are to be 
exercised; they are to be exercised in a continued 
conflict with the combined force of opposite vices, 
with the obstinacy that rejects all improvement, and 
the levity that ill fatigued and disgusted with every
thing of which it ill in possession. But you may 
object--" A process of this kind is slow. It i. not 
fit for an assembly, which glories in performing in a 
few months the work of ages. Such a mode of 
reforming, possibly, might take up many years." 
Without question it might; and it ought. It is one 
of the excellences of a method in which time is 
lUIlongst the assistants, that its operation is slow, and 
in some cases almost imperceptible. If circumspec
tion and caution are a part of wisdom, when we work 
ouly upon inauimate matter, surely they become a part 
of duty too, when the subject of our demolition and 
construction ill not brick and timber, but sentient 
beings, by the Budden alteration of whose state, 
condition, and habits, multitudes may be rendered 
miserable. But it seems as if it were the prevalent 
opinion in Paris, that an unfeeling heart, and an 
undoubting confidence, are the sole qualifications for 
a perfect legislator. Far different are my idea. of 
that high office. The true lawgiver ought to have a 
heart full of oensibility. He ought to love and 
respect his kind, and to fear himoelf. It may be 
allowed to his temperament to catch his ultimate 
object with an intuitive glance; but his movements 
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towards it ought to he deliberate. Political arrange
ment, as it is a work for oocial end., is to be only 
wronght by oocial means. ll'here mind mUlt conspire 
with mind. Time is required to produce that union 
of minds which alone can produce all the good we 
aim at. 001' patience will achieve more than our 
force. If I might venture to appeal to what is 10 

mnch out of fashion in Paria, I mean to experience, 
I should tell you, that in my coune I have known, 
and, according to my measure, have co-operated with 
great men; and I have never yet eeeu any plan 
which has not been mended by the oboervationa of 
those who were much inferior in underatanding to 
the person who took the lead in the buaineoa. By. 
alow but well-suatained progreoa, the dee! of eacb 
step is watched; the good or ill I1K:CeU of the /ira! 
gives light to UI in the IIeCOnd; and 10, from light 
to light, we are conducted with wety through the 
whole aeries. We see th .... the parts or the .,·atcm 
do not clash. The evi!. latent in the moat promioiog 
contrivances are provided for as they arise. One 
advantage is as little as poooible oacrificed to another. 
We compensate, we reconcile, we balance. \\. e are 
enabled to unite into • cousiatent wbole the vanoua 
anomalies and contending principles that are fOund 
in the minds and .ffain of men. From hence ariaea, 
not an excellence in simplicity, but one far superior, 
a.n excellence in compoeition. Where the great 
interests of mankind are eourerned throngh • Ion g 
auceeaoion of generationa, that succe-i"n onght to 
be admitted into some ,hare in tbe coonciJa which are 
10 deeply to .ffeet them. If justice requires tim, the 
.. ork itself requires the aid of more minds than one 
age can Cumiab. It is from this view of things that 
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the best legislators have been often satisfied with the 
establishment of some sure, solid, and ruling prin
ciple in government; a power like that which some 
of the philosophers have called a plastic nature; and 
having fixed the principle, they have left it afterwards 
to its own operation. 

To proceed in this matmer, that is, to proceed with 
a presiding principle, and a prolific energy, is with 
me the criterion of profound wisdom.· What your 
politicians think the marks of a bold, hardy genius, 
are only proofs of a deplorable want of ability. By 
their violent haste, and their defiance of the process 
of nature, they are delivered over blindly to every 
projector and adventurer, to every ,alchymist and 
empiric. They despair of turning to account any
thing that is common. Diet is nothing in their 
system of remedy. The worst of it is, that this their 
despair of curing common distempers hy regular 
methods, arises not only from defect of comprehen
sion, but, I fear, from some malignity of disposition. 
Your legislators seem to have taken their opinions 
of all professions, ranks, and offices, from the 
declamations and buffooneries of satirists; who wonld 
themselves be astonished if they were held to the 
letter of their own descriptions. By listening only 
to these, your leaders regard all things only on the 
side of their vices and faults, and view those vices 
and faults under every colour of exaggeration. It 
is undouhtedly true, though it may seem paradoxical; 
but in general, those who are habitually employed in 
finding and displaying faults, are unqualified for the 
work of reformation: because their minds are not 
only unfurnished with patterns of the fair and good, 
but by habit they come to take no delight in the 
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contemplation of those thin go. By hating vice. too 
much, they come to love men too little. It i. 
therefore not wonderful, t~at they should be indi .. 
posed and unable to ocrve them. From hence an.e. 
the complexional disposition of some of your guideo to 
pull everything in pieceo. At this malicious game 
they display the whole of their "uadrimanmu activity. 
As to the reot, the paradoxes of eloquL"Dt writent, 
brought forth purely 81 a sport of fancy, to try thcir 
talents, to rome attention and excite IUrprioe, arc 
taken np by these gentlemen, not in the .pirit of 
the original authon, 81 meano of cultivating their 
taste and improving their etyle. These paradox"" 
become with them oeriODl gronnds of action, upon 
which they proceed in regulating the moot important 
concern.o of the state. Cicero IndiLToualy deocribea 
Cato as endeavouring to act, in the commonwealth, 
upon the achool paradoxes, which exercised the wito 
of the junior atndenta in the Stoic philOlOphy. If thia 
.... 81 true of Cato, these gentlemen copy after him in 
the manner of some persona ... ho lived about his time 
-pede muIo Catutonll. lIr. Home told me that he 
had from Ronaoean hiJmelf the secret of his principlca 
of composition. That acute though eccentric observer, 
had perceived, that to strike and intereat the public, 
the marvcllona must be produced; that the marvelloua 
of the heathen mythology had long since 100t ito 
effects; that giantl, magiciana, Cairiea, and her""" of 
romance which meceeded, had exhanatcd the portion 
of credulity which belonged to their age; that now 
nothing ... as \eft to a writer but that apecica of the 
marvellona ... hich might atiIl be produced, and with 
as great an effect as ever, though in another ... ay ; 
that ie, the marvellona in life, in manners, in cLa.-
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racters, and in extraordinary situations, gIVIng rise 
to new and unlooked for strokes in politics and 
morals. I believe, that were Rousseau alive, and in 
Onl; of his lucid intervals, he would be shocked at 
the practical frenzy of his scholars, who in their 
paradoxes are servile imitators, and even in their 
incredulity discover an implicit faith. 

Men who undertake considerable things, even in 
a regular way, ought to give us ground to presume 
ability. But the physician of the state, who, not 
satisfied with the cure of distempers, undertakes to 
regenerate constitutions, ought to show uncommon 
powers. Same very unusual appearances of wisdom 
ought to display themselves on the face of the designs 
of those, who appeal to no practice, and who copy 
after no model. Has any such been manifested? 

Old establishments are tried by their effecta. If 
the people are happy, united, wealthy, and powerful, 
we presume the rest. We conclude that to be good 
from whence good is derived. In old establishments 
various correctives have been found for their aber
rations from theory. Indeed they are the results of 
various necessities and expediences. They are not 
often constructed after any theory: theories are 
rather drawn from them. In them we often see the 
end best obtained, where the means seem not perfectly 
reconcileable to what we may fancy was the original 
scheme. The means taught by experience may be 
better suited to political ends than those contrived 
in the original project. They again re-act upon the 
primitive constitution, and sometimes improve the 
design itself, from which they seem to haye departed. 
1 think all this might be curiously exemplified in 
the British constitution. At worst, the errors and 

Q S 
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deviationa of every kind in reckoning are fonnd Bnd 
computed, and the ahip proceed! in htT COUI'8C. Thi. 
is the case of old estab1i8jlmenta; but in a new and 
merely theoretic oyl!tem, it is expected that every 
contrivance .hall appear, on the face of it, to Imower 
ita end.; eopecially where the pn~ectono are no way 
embarrassed with an endeavour to accommodate the 
new huilding to an old one, either in the wallo or on 
the foundationo. . . . . .• But ooe of the tim and 
moat leading principles on which the commonwealth 
and the lawl are conaecrated, is lest the temporary 
pOMellllOrll and life-renters in it, unmindful of what 
they have received from their anceotors, or of what 
is due to their posterity, ohonld act ao if they were 
the entire maoters; that they .hould not think it 
amongot their righta to cut off the entail, or commit 
wute on the inheritance, by destroying at their 
pleasure the whole original fabric of their oociety; 
hazarding to leave to thooe who come after thmn a 
ruin instead of a habitation - and teaching these 
ouccesoon ao little to reopect their contriTBoCCll, ao 
they had them.oelves respected the inotitUti01lll of 
their forefathera. By this unprincipled facility of 
changing the otate ao often, and ao much, and in BI 

many wayo, ao there are floating faneies or faohion.o, 
the ... hole chain and continuity of the commoowealth 
would be broken. No one generation could link 
with the other. Men"ould become little better 
than the flies of a 1UJIllIler. -llejfedWu /lIO the 
Retmutimo iot Frtmt:e. 1790. 

ENEaGT AND VJOILAlfCE aEQUIIID TO n.VE~1' 

7HZ IOEA.lJllfO 0 .. FACTlO'["1 ralXCI1'LE8 ClI'D.fa niB 

GrUIl or a.,POaJl.-There is, in all parties, between 
the principal 1eaden in ...... liament, and the lowest 
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followers out of doors, a middle Bort of men; a BOrt 
of equeatrian order, who, by the spirit of that middle 
situation, are the fittest for preventing things from 
running to excess. But indecision, though a vice of a 
totally diJferent character, is the natural accomplice 
of violence. The irresolution and timidity of those 
who compose this middle order, often prevent the 
effect of their controlling situation. The fear of 
differing with the authority of leaders on the one 
hand, and of contradicting the desires of the multi
tude on the other, induces them to give a careless 
and passive assent to measures in which they never 
were consulted: and thus things proceed by a sort 
of activity of inertness, until whole bodies, leaders, 
middle men, and followers, are all hurried, with 
every appearance, and with many of the effects, of 
unanimity, into schemes of politics, in the Bubstance 
of which no two of them were ever fully agreed, and 
the origin and authors of which, in this circular mode 
of communication, none of them find it possible to 
trace. In my experience I have seen much of this 
in affairs, which, though trifling in comparison to the 
present, were yet of Bome importance to parties; and 
I have known them suffer by it. The sober part 
give their sanction, at first through inattention and 
levity; at last they gave it through necessity. A 
violent spirit is raised, which the presiding minds, 
after a time, find it impracticable to stop at their 
pleasure, to control, to regulate, or even to direct. 

This shows, in my opinion, how very quick and 
awakened all men ought to be, who are looked up to 
by the public, and who deserve that confidence, to 
prevent a surprise on their opinions, when dogmas 
are Bpread, and projects pursued, by which the. 
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foundationl or lOciety may be affcdcil. BefoTe they 
Ii.ten even to moderate alterationA in th~ government 
of their country, they ought to take care that prin
eipl"" are not propagated for that purp<_, whicb Me 
too big for their object. Dodrill"" limited in their 
preaent application, and wide in their general prin
eipl ... , are never meant to be confined to wbat tbey 
at tiro! pretend. If I ... ere to form a progm...tie of 
the effect of the preaent machinati(JDI on the people, 
from their sense or any grievance tbey luffer und .. ., 
thio conatitution, my mind would be at eMC. But 
tbere is a wide dilference between tbe multitude, 
... ben tbey act againat tbeir government, from a 
aen8e or grievance, or {rom zeal for lome oJ,inion •. 
When men are thoroughly pooseosed with that .. -sI, 
it is difficult to ea1culate ita force. It is certain, that 
ita power is by no me&DI in eud proportion to ita 
reaAOnab1enC88. It must a1waYI have been dillcover
able by perBODII of reflection, hot it ill now ObviOUII 

. to the .... orld, that a theory concerning government 
may become u much a C8UIC or fanaticillm u a 
tk)f!11UJ in religWn. There ill a boundary to men'. 
puaiODll ... hen they act from feeling; none "ben 
they are under the influence or imagination. Remove 
a grievance, and, when men act {rom feeling, you 
go a great ... ay toward. quieting. commotion. But 
the good or bad conduct of a governmeut, the pro
tection men have enjoyed, or the opJ'""l"ion they 
have mffered under it, are of no 10ft or moment, 
when a faction, proceOOing upon lIJl""Illative ground., 
ill thoroughly heated againot ill form. Woen a man 
ill, from aystem, furioDII agaiIl.!lt monarchy or epill
copacy, the good conduct or the monarch or tbe 
hishop baa no other effect, than further to iniWe 
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the adversary. He is provoked at it as furnishing a 
plea for preserving the thing which he wishes to 
destroy. His mind will be heated as much by the 
sight of a sceptre, a mace, or a verge, as if he had 
been daily bruised and wounded by these symbols of 
authority. Mere spectacles, mere names, will be
come sufficient causes to stimulate the people to war 
and tumult.-Appeal /rum the New to the Old Whigs. 

PARTY. 

THE DUTY OP INTERPEBING IN PARTY QUESTIONS. 

-Party divisions, whether on the whole operating 
for good or evil" are things inseparable from free 
government. This is a truth which, I believe, ad
mit. little dispute, having been established by the 
uniform experience of all ages. The part a good 
citizen ought to take in these divisions has been a 
matter of much deeper controversy. But God forbid 
that any controversy relating to our essential morals 
should admit of no decision. It appears to me that 
this question, like most of the others which regard 
our duties in life, is to be determined by our station 
in it. Private men may be wholly neutral, and en
tirely innocent; but they who are legally invested 
with public trust, or stand on the high ground of 
rank and dignity, which is trust implied, can hardly 
in any case remain indift'erent, without the certainty 
of sinking into insignificance; and thereby in effect 
deserting that post in which, with the fullest autho
rity, and for the wisest purposes, the laws and insti
tutions of their country have fixed them. However, 
if it be the office of those who are thus circum
.tanced, to take a decided part, it is no less tbeir 
duty that it should be a sober one. It ought to be 
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circumscribed by the lIaIl1e la..... of decornm, and 
balanced by the same temper, .... hich bound and regu· 
late all the virtues. In a word, we ought to act in 
party with all the moderation which dooo nol abso
lutely enervate that vigour, and quench that ("rveney 
of spirit, without which the best wiohea for the public 
good must evaporate in empty tq>eCIllation.-Obm" • 
.,atUm. OR the Present State oj the Nation. 1769. 

THE UTILITY A.!I(D NECI:88ITY 0 .. POLITICAL co~
NECTIONs.-That connection and £action are cqui.-a. 
lent terms, is an opinion which has been carefully 
inculcated at all times by nnconstitutional Btateomm. 
The reuon is evident. Whilst men are linked to
gether, they easily and speedily communicate tbe 
alann of any eriJ design. They are enabled tl) 

fathom it with common counsel, and to oppooe it 
with united strength. Woereaa, ... hen they lic dio
perscd, without concert, order, or discipline, commu· 
nication is nncertain, COtJruIeI difficult, and retliotance 
impracticable. Wbere men are nut acquainted with 
each otlleT'. principles, .,or experienced in each 
other'. talents, nor at all practiacd in tbeir motual 
habitndes and dispoaitiona by joint efforts in bwri
n_; no penonal confidence, no friendship, no com
mon interest, subsisting among them; it is evidently 
impoaible that they can act a po blic part with uni· 
formity, perseverance, or efficacy. In a connection, 
the most incon8iderable man, by adding to the weight 
of the whole, baa his nloe, and his woe; out of it, 
the greatest talents are wholly nmerviceabJe to the 
public. No man, who is not inllamed by vain-glory 
into enthnaiaam, can ftatter himself that his Bingle, 
unanpportcd, desultory, un.oyatematic eudeamun, are 
of power to de!eat the subtle deaigna and unit<:d 
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cabals of ambitious citizena. When bad men com
bine, the good must 8BSOciate; else they will fall, 
one by one, an unpitied sacrifice in a contemptible 
struggle. 

It is not enough, in a situation of trust in the com
monwealth, that a man meana well to his country ; 
it is not enough that in his Bingle person he neYer 
did an evil act, but alwaYB voted according to his 
coDBCience, and even harangued against every design 
.. hich he apprehended to be prejudical to the inte
rest. of his country. This innoxious and ineffectual 
character, that lOOms formed upon a plan of apology 
and diaculpation, falla miserably short of the mark 
of public duty. That duty demands and reqnirea 
that .. hat is right should not only be made known, 
but made prevalent; that what is evil should not ouly 
be detected, but defeated. When the public man 
omit. to put himself in a situation of doing his duty 
with effect, it is an omission that frustrates the pur
poses of his trust almost as much as if he had for
mally betrayed it. It is surely no very rational ac
count of a man'. life, that he has always acted right; 
but has taken special care to act in .uch a manner 
that his endeavours could not possibly be productive 
of any consequence. 

I do not wonder that the behaviour of many parties 
should have made penona of tender and 8crupuloU8 
virtue somewhat out of humour with all sorts of con
nection in politics. I admit that people frequently 
acquire in such confederacies a narrow, bigotted, and 
proscriptive spirit; that they are apt to sink the idea 
of the general good in this circumscribed and partial 
interest. But, where duty renden a critical situation 
a necessary one, it is our bUJiness to keep free from 
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the evils attendant npon it, and not fly from the 
oitDation itself. If a fortre.. is seated in an un
wholesome air, an officer of. the garrison is obliged 
to he attentive to hill health, bnt he mmt not 
desert hill station. Every profeuion, not excepting 
the glorioua one of a BOlclier, or the lacred one of a 
priest, ia liable to ito own particular vicco; which, 
however, form no argument agaimt thOle way. of 
life; nor are the vicco themoelveo inevitable to every 
inclividual in those profeuiolll. Of luch a nature 
are connectiOIll in politico; eaoentially ne<:eaoary for 
the full performance of our public duty, accidentally 
liable to degenerate into faction. Commonwealth. 
are made of familieo, free commonwealtho of partie. 
a\oo; and we may 81 well affirm, that our natural 
regardo and tiel of blood tend inevitallly to make 
men bad citizens, 81 that the hondo of our party 
weaken thoee by which we are held to our conntry. 

Some legis1aton went BO far 81 to make neutrality 
in party a erime agaimt the atate. I do not know 
whether thia might not have been rather to overotrain 
the principle. Certain it is, the best patriota in the 
greatest commonwealtho have alway. commended and 
promoted lOCh collnectiolll. Idem -.Jir~ tk repuUieo, 
.... with them a principal ground of {riendohip and 
attachment; nor do I know any other capable at 
forming Jirmer, dearer, more p\eaaing, more honour
able, and more virtuoua habitndea. The Romaru 
canied tbia principle a great .. ay. Even the holding 
of offi""" together, the dispooition of ... hich ...
from <1"11100, D'X oeleetion, gaTe rise to a relation 
which continuel Cor life. It w .. called ~udo 
«WI;'; and it ... looked upon with a aaered ,.,.. 
Tereue. BftaChe. of any of theae kindo at civil 
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relation were considered as acts of the most . distin· 
. guished turpitude. The whole people was distributed 

into political societies, in which they acted in sup
port of such interests in the state as they severally 
affected. For it W8B then thought no crime to en
deavour by every honest means to advance to supe
riority and power those of your own sentiments and 
opinions. This wise pcople W8B far from imagining 
that those connections had no tie, and obliged to no 
duty; but that men might quit them without shame, 
upon every call of interest. They believed private 
honour to be tile great foundation of public trust; 
that friendship W8B no mean step towards patriotism; 
that he who, in the common intercourse of life, 
showed he regarded somebody besides himself, when 
he came to act in a public situation, might probably 
consult some other interest than his own. Never 
may we become plus sage. que tel sages, as the French 
comedian h8B happily expressed it, wiser than all the 
wise and good men who ~ad lived before us. It W8B 
their wish to see public and private virtues, not dis
sonant and jarring, and mutually destructive, but 
harmouiously combined, growing out of one another 
in a noble and orderly gradation, reciprocally sup
porting and supported. In one of the most fortunate 
periods of our history this country W8B governed by 
a cunnection; I mean the great connection of Whigs 
in the reign of Queen Anne. They were compli
mented upon the principle of this connection by a 
poet who W8B in high esteem with them. Addison, 
who knew their sentiments, could not prai8e them for 
what they considered 8B no proper subjeet of com
mendation. As a poet who knew his business, he 
could not applaud them for a thing which in general 



354 THB WISDOM A.ND OESIU8 

estimation was not highly reputable. Addrelling 
himself to Britain, 

Thy ra.ouriteo grow Dol up by forbme'. oport, 
Or !rom &he e:riJne8 or lollie. 01. eoart. 
On Ihe finn buio of deoen Ihe1 rioo, 
F...,...long"'7'd faith, and frieudMip'olwly _ 

The Wbigo of those days believed that the only 
proper method of ming into power was through hard 
essays of practioed frienru.hip and experimented 
fidelity. At that time it was not imagined that 
patriotism was , bloody idol, which required the 
sacrifice of children and parents, or dearest con· 
nect11:m8 in private life, and of all the virtue. that 
rise from those relation.. They were not of that in
geniOllB paradoxical moraJity, to imagine that a "pirit 
of moderation was properly sbown in patiently 
bearing the omft'L'l'ingo of your frienru.; or that dis
intereatedDe811 was clearly manifested at the expense 
of other people's fortune. They believed that no 
men could act with effect, who did not act in con
cert; that no men could act in concert, .. ho did 
not act with confidence; that no men could act with 
confidence, who .. ere not bound togethm' by comm'}n 
opiniODl, common affcctiona, and common intereota. 

These wise men, for lOCh I mUBI call Lord Sun
derland, Lord Godolphin. Lord Somera, and Lord 
Marlborough, were too well principled in th<:we 
maUms upon which the whole Cabric of public 
atreugth ia built, to be blown off their ground by 
the breath of every childioh talker. They were not 
afraid that they should be called an ambitious Junto; 
or that their reoolution to stand or Call together 
should, by placemen, be interpreted into a acuIIle {or 
places. 
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Party is a body of men united, for promoting by 
their joint endeavours the national interest, upou 
some particular principle in which they are all 
agreed. For my part, I find it impossible to cou
ceive, that anyone believes in his own politics, or 
thinks them to be of any weight, who refuses to 
adopt the means of having them reduced into prac
tiCe. It is the bUBine&8 of ,he speculative philosopher 
to mark the proper encio of governmeut. It is the 
business of the politician, who is the philosopher in 
action, to find out proper means to;"ard.o those encio, 
ami to employ them with effect. Therefore every 
honourable connection will avow it is their first pur
pose, to pursue every just method to put the men 
who hold their opinions into such a condition 88 may 
enable them to carry their common plans into exe
cution, with all the power and authority of the state. 
A. this power is attached to certain situations, it is 
their duty to contend for these situations. Without 
a proscription of others, they are bound to give to 
their own party the preference in all thing.; and by 
no means, for private considerations, to accept any 
offen of power in which the whole body is not 
included; nor to suffer themselves to be led, or to 
be controlled, or to be overbalanced, in office or in 
council, by those who contradict the very funda
mental principles on which their party is formed, 
and even those upon which every fair counection 
must stand. Such a generous contention for power, 
on such manly and honourable maxims, will easily 
be distinguished from the mean and interested 
otruggle for place and emolument. The very style 
of luch persons will serve to discriminate them 
from those numberleaa impostors, who have deluded 



3.6 THB Wl8nOM AND GENIUS 

the ignorant with profession. incompatible with 
hnman practice, and have afteTwardo incenocd them 
by practices below the level of vulgar rectitude. 

It is an advantage to all narrow wisdom and 
narrow morals, that their maxima have a plausible 
air; and, on a CW'8Ory view, appear equal to first 
principles. They are light and portable. They are 
88 current 88 copper coin; and about 88 valuable. 
They serve equally the first capacities and the loweot ; 
and they are, at least, 88 uoeful to the worst 1Il(.'Il 88 

to tile best. Of this stamp is the cant of Nol ""'" 
but mefJltlTu; a oort of charm by which many ~Ie 
get loose from every honourable engagement. Wben 
I Bee a man acting this deoultory and disconnected 
part, with 88 much detriment to hio own fortune 88 

prejudice to the cause of any party, I am not per
maded that he is right; but I am ready to believe 
he is in earneot. I respect virtue in all its llituatiou. ; 
even when it is found in the unsuitable company of 
weakneaa. I lament to Bee quaIitieo, rare and valu
able, oqnandered away without any public utility. 
But when a gentleman with great visible emoln
ments abandons the party in which he has long 
acted, and tella you it is becau.oe he procee<h npon 
his own judgment; that he acta on the merits of the 
oeveral measures 88 they arioe; aud that be io obliged 
to follow his own conscience, and not that of othen ; 
he giveo re88OU8 which it is impossible to controvert, 
and discovers a characteT which it is impo".ihle to 
mistake. What.haIl we think of him who never 
diJl'ered from a certain oet of mL'Il until the moment 
they loot their power, and who never agreed with them 
in a aingIe instance afterward.? W auld not ouch • 
coincidence of interest and opininu be rather fortu-
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nate ? Would it not be an extraordinary cast upon 
the dice, thBt .. man's connections should degenerate 
into faction, precisely at the critical moment when 
they lose their power, or he accepts a place? When 
people desert their connections, the desertion is a mani
fest fact, upon which .. direct simple issue lies, triable 
by plain men. Whether .. mel/8Ul"e of government· be 
right or wrong, is 110 maiter of fact, but a mere affair 
of opinion, on which men may, as they do, dispute 
and wrangle without end. But whether the indi
vidual thinIcB the measure right or wrong, is.. point 
at still a greater distance from the reach of all 
human decision. It is therefore very convenient to 
politicians, not to put the jndgment of their conduct 
on overt-acts, cognisable in any ordinary court, but 
upon such matter l1li can be triable only in thBt 
secret tribuna.l,. where they are sure of being heard 
with favour, or where at worst the sentence will be 
ouly private whipping. 

I believe the reader would wish to Jind no sub
stance in .. doctrine which h... .. tendency to destroy 
all test of chBracter 88 deduced from conduct. He 
will therefore excuse my adding something more, 
towards the further clearing up .. point, which the 
great convenience of obscurity to dishonesty h88 
been able to cover with BOme degree of darkness and 
doubt. 

In order to throw an odium on political con
nection, these politicians suppose it a necessary 
incident to it, thBt you are blindly to follow the 
opinions of your party, when in direct opposition to 
your own clear ideas; a degree of servitude that no 
worthy man could bear the tbought of submitting 
to; and such 88, I believe, no connections (except 
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.ome court factioll.8} ever could be 110 oensele .. ly 
tyrannical 88 to impose. Men thinking freely, will, 
in partieular irurtances, think differently. Dut still, 
88 the greater part of the m~uure. which arise in the 
course of puhlic h1l8ineu are related to, or dependent 
on, lOme great, leading, general principle. ;71 g(JVf!1"7I
menl, a man mmt be peculiarly unfortunate in the 
choice of his political company if he doe. not agree 
with them at leaat nine times in ten~ If he doet not 
concur in these general principles upon which the 
party is founded, and whieh neeeuarily draw on a 
concurrence in their application, he ought from the 
beginning to have chosen IIOID6 other, more conform
able to his opiuiOll.8. 'When the question is in ito 
natlue doubtful, or not very material, the lJlOdl,oty 
which becomes an individual, and (in opite of our 
court moralioto) that partiality which becomeo a 
well-chosen friendship, will frequently bring on an 
acquiescence in the general oentiment. Thuo the 
disagreement will natnralJy be rare; it will be only 
enough to indulge freedom, without violating con; 
cord, or disturhing anangement. And this is all 
that ever 11'88 required for a chancter of the greatest 
uniformity and otead.in_ in connection. How men 
can proceed withont ... y connection at aD, is to me 
utterly incomprehensible. Of what oort of materiaIa 
mmt that man be made, how mmt he be tempered 
Bnd put together, who can sit whole yean in parJ.ia. 
ment, with five hundred and fifty of his fullow 
citizens, amidot the otorm of ouch tempeotuOll.8 pal

siOlU, in the .harp conflict of 10 many wito, ... d 
tempers, and characten, in the agitation of luch 
mighty question-, in the diocuooion of ouch vaot and 
ponderou.o intereoto, without oecing any one oort of 
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men, whose character, condnct, or disposition, would 
lead him to ... sociate himself with them, to aid and 
be aided, in anyone system of public utility ? 

I remember an old ocho188tic aphorism, which 
says, "that the man who lives wholly detached 
from others, must be either an angel or a devil." 
When I see in any of these detached gentlemen of 
our'times the angelic purity, power, and beneficence, 
I shall admit them to be angels. In the mean time 
we are born ouly to be men. We shall do enough 
if we form ourselves to be good ones. It is therefore 
our business carefully to cultivate in our minds, to 
rear to the most perfect vigour and maturity, every 
lort of generous and honest feeling that belongs to 
our nature. To bring the dispositions that are lovely 
in private life into the service and conduct of tlie 
commonwealth; 80 to be patriots, ... not to forget 
we are gentlemen. To cultivate friendships, and to 
incur enmities. To have both strong, but both 
selected: in the one, to be placable; in the other, 
immoveable. To model our principles to our duties 
and our situation. To be fully persuaded, that all 
virtue which is impracticable is spurious; and rather 
to run the risk of falling into faults in a course which 
leads us to act with effect and energy, than to loiter 
out our days without blame and without use. Public 
life is a situation of power and energy; he nesp .... e. 
against his duty who sleep. upon his watch, ... well 
88 he that goes over to the enemy.-Tlwught. Oft the 
C(J{U8e of the puent Discontent.. 1770. 

PERPETUAL BXUTENCB OP PA.RTIE8 IN TUB STATE. 

-The kingdom is divided into parties, and it ever 
h ... been 80 divided, and it ever will be so divided; 
and if no system for relieving the subjects of this 
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kingdom from oppression, and matching it. affairs 
from ruin, can be adopted Wltil it io demonatratcd 
that no party can derive an advantage from it, no 
good can ever he done in this country.-Speech 071 

Mr. Fo:c'. ElUt India Bin. 1783. 

TAXATIOS. 

FACILITY OP UNWISE TAXATlOs.-Taxing 18 an 
easy husineae. Any projector can contrive new 
impositiODl; any hungler can add to the old. But 
is it altogether wise to have no other hounds to your 
impositions, than the patience of those who are to 
bear them ?-Speech 071 Ectmtmlical RejQT11l. 17M). 

PBOPltBTV TAX.-Sir, the plan I speak of 11''' the 
tax of 25 per ct1ll. moved npon placee and pension. 
during the continuance of the American war~Xo
thing, Sir, could have met my ideas more than meh 
a tax if it 11'81 considered 81 a practical aatire on that 
war, and ... penalty upon those who led us into it ; 
hot in any other view it appeared to me very liahle 
to objectione. I considered the teheme .. neither 
mbstantial, nor permanent, nor tyetcmatical, nor 
likely to be a corrective of evil influence. I have 
always thought employments a very proper mbject of 
regulation, bot a .,ery ill-choeen mbject for a w. 
An eqoal tax npon property io reuonable; becaote 
the object Uo of the same quality throughout. The 
species io the same, it differe only in itt quantity : 
but a tax upon ealaries io totally of a different nature ; 
there can be no equality, and coruequently no juetiee, 
in taxing them by the hundred in the grou.-.';peec" 
011 EC<mDmieal &/QT11I. 17 ~O. 

To. Dt:TI1IB OP A P1l"'''CTEB.-The objectl of a 

financier are, then, to eecure an ample menDe; to 
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impose it with judgment and equality; to employ it 
economically; and, when necessity obliges him to 
make use of credit, to secure its foundations in that 
instance, and for ever, by the clearness and candour 
of his proceedings, the exactness of his calculations, 
and the solidity of his funds.-Rejlectio7111 on the 
Revolution in France. 

NOBILITY AND THE LAW OF PRIMOGENITURE. 

NOBILITy.-All this violent cry against the no
bility I take to be a mere work of art. To be 
honoured and even privileged by the laws, opinions, 
and inveterate usages of our country, growing out of 
the prejudice of ages, has nothing to provoke horror 
and indignation in any man. Even to be too tena.
cious of those privileges is not absolutely a crime. 
'rhe strong struggle in every individual to preserve 
possession of what he has found to belong to him, 
Bnd to distinguish him, is one of the securities 
against injustice and despotism implanted in our 
nature. It operates as an instinct to secure property, 
Bnd to preserve communities in a settled state. 
What is there to .hock in thi. ! Nobility is a grace
ful ornament to the civil order. It is the Corinthian 
capital of polished society. Omnea bpn; nobililati 
.emper faremu, was the saying of a wise and good 
man. It is indeed one sign of a liberal and benevo
lent mind to incline to it with some sort of partial 
propensity. He feels no ennobling principle in his 
own heart, who wishes to level all the artifieial insti
tutions which have been adopted for giving a body 
to opinion, and permanence to fugitive esteem. It 
io a sour, malignant, envious disposition, without 
taote for the reality, or for any image or representa.-

B 
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tion of virtue, that _ with joy the unmerited fall 
of what had long flourished in Iplendour and in 
honour. I do not like to oee anything deotroyed; 
any void produced in lOciety; any ruin on the 
face of the land.-Reftectw... on 1M RerJolution in 
France. 

THE LAW OP PBIKOGENITuBE.-The power of per
petuating our property in our familieo u one of the 
most valuable and intereoting circomatancea belong
ing to it, and that which tendo the mOlt to the per
petuation of lOciety itlelf. It makeo our weaknell 
subservient to our virtue; it gran. benevolence even 
upon avarice. The JlOMCI"OI"II of family wealtb, and 
of the diAtinction which attendo hereditary poe
l!e!l8ion (lUI moot ~ in it), are the natural 
oecuritieo for this traDmliuion. With lUI the hOWle 
of peen u formed upon this principle. It u wholly 
composed of hereditary property and hereditary dis
tinction; and made therefore the third of the legis
lature; and, in the 1ut event, the IOle judge of all 
property in all ill IUbdi,-wODl. The hOWle of com
mODI too, though not neceoaarily, yet in faLt, iI 
alway. 10 composed, in the flu- greater put. Let 
th.- large proprieton be what they will, and they 
have their chance of being among the belt, they are, 
at the very wont, the hal1ut in the 1'cuel of the 
commonwealth. For though hereditary wealtb, and 
the rank which goea with it, are too mIlCh idolized 
by creeping sycophanu, and the blind, abject ad
miren of power, they are too ..... hly _lighted in 
,hallow specnlatiODI of the petoiant, 8MDDJing, .bon
oighted coxcombs of philolOph,.. Some decent, regu
lated pre-emineoce, lOme preference (not excluoiye 
appropriation) giYeo to birth. iI neither unnatural, 
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nor unjust, nor impolitic.-Reflectiona Oft the Revo
mlilm in France. 

As to our law of primogeniture, which with few 
and inconsiderable exceptions is the standing law of 
all our landed inheritance, and which without ques
tion has Ii tendency, and I think a most happy ten. 
dency, to preserve a character of consequence, weight, 
and prevalent influence over others in the whole 
body of the landed interest, they call loudly for 
its destrnction.-.Ajpe4l from the New to the Old 
Wh;g.. 

THE LAW AND THE.JUDGES. 

J UBISPRUDBNCB.-First of all, the ecience of juris
prudence, the pride of the human intellect, which, 
with all its defects, redundancies, and errora, is the 
collected reason of aget, combining the principles of 
original justice with the infinite variety of human 
concerns.-Reflectiona Oft the Revolutilm in Ji'ranct!. 

TBII JUDGl!s.-In the first claaa I place theju,dge., 
... of the first importance. It is the public justice 
that holds the community together; the _, there
fore, and independence of the judges ought to auper
sede all other considerations, and they ought to be 
the very l88t to feel the neceaaities of the state, or to 
be obliged either to court or bully Ito minister for 
their right; they ought to be ... _ale lOiicilor. Oft 

their otOII demands, ... strenuous 88sertora of the 
rights and liberties of others. The judges are, or 
ought to be, of Ito ,.".-d and retired character, and 
wholly unconnected with the political world.-SJIH'"4 
010 Economical RP,form. 1780. 

II 2 



TilE LANDED INTERf1<T. 

That dellCl'iption of property (landed property) u 
in ita nature the finn b~ of every .table govern. 
ment; and has been 00 considered, by all the wi",,"t 
writers of the old philooophy, from the time of the 
Stagyrite, who observes that the agricultnral cia .. oe 
all others ia the lcast inclined to oediti(m. We find 
it to haTe been 10 regarded, in the practical politic. 
of antiquity, where they are brought more diJ'C(:tly 
home to our onderrtandingo and hoaomo in the hio
tory of. Rome, and above all, in the writing. of 
Cicero. The conntry tnOes were alwayo thought 
more respectable than those of the city. And if in 
our own history, there ia anyone circomotance to 
which, onder God, are to be attnlmted the steady 
reoiatance, the fortnnate issue, and IOber settlement, 
of all our struggles for liberty, it iI, that while the 
landed interest, instead of fonning a aeparate body, 
as in other conntrica, has, at all times, been in cI(_ 
connection and nnion with the other great inu.....u 
of the conntry, it has been spontan""",,ly a11.,...ed to 
lead, and direct, and moderate, all the real.-Letler. 
ma a Regicide Peaa. 

mE CHl"BCH OP DGLA!<D. 

NECEISITT PO& 'l'HE CBt"acB 0' .B!CGU.!IfD" z!teor .. 

• AGE)(EliY OP YOLElunoli.-At the oame time, that 
I .... ould cut up the very root of atheiam, I would 
respect all cou.ocience; all conacience, that ;. really 
ouch, and .... hicb perhape ita very tenderneoo proves 
to be sincere. I rib to tee the eotabliohed churcb 
of England great and powerful; I rib to see her 
fonndationa laid low and deep, tbat .he may enub 
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the giant powers of rebellio.ns darkness; I 'wo.uld 
have her head raised up to. that heaven, to. which she 
conducts us. I Wo.uld have her o.peu wide her hQS.. 
pitRble gates by a no.ble and liberal comprehension; 
but I would have no breaches in her wall; I would 
have her cherish all those who are within, and pity 
all those who are without; I would have her a com. 
mon blessing to the world, an exa.mple, if not an 
instructo.r, to those who have not the happiness to 
belong to her; I would have her give a lesson of 
peace to mankind, that a vexed and wandering geue
ration might be tRught to seek for repose and tolera
tion in the maternal bosom of Christian charity, and 
not in the harlot lap of infidelity and indifference. 
Nothing has driven people more into that honse of 
seduction than the mutual hatred of Christian con
gregations. Loug may we enjoy our church under 
a learned and edifying episcopacy. But episcopILCY 
may fail, and religion exist. The most horrid and 
cruel blow, that can be o.ffered to civil society, is 
through atheism. Do not promote diversity; when 
you have it, bear it; have as many So.rts of religion 
as you find in your country; there is a reasonable 
worship in them all. The others, the infidels, are 
outlaws ofthe constitution; not of this country, but 
o.f the human race. They are never, never to be sup
ported, never to be tolerated. Under the systematic 
attacks of these people, I see some of the props of 
good government already begin to fail; I see propa.
gated principles, which will not leave to religion even 
a toleration. I see myself sinking every day under 
the attacks of these wretched people-How shall I 
IIrnl myself against them? by uniting all those in 
affection, who are unitoo in the belief of the great 
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principlea of the Godhead, that made and motBin. 
the world. They, who hold revelation, give double 
uonrance to the country •. Even the man, who doe. 
not hold revelation, yet who Yisheo that it were 
proved to him, who o'-rveo a piouo silence with 
regard to it, IIDCh a man, though not a Chriotian, io 
governed by religiouo principleo. Let him be tole
rated in tm. country. Let it be bnt B oeriouo reli. 
gion, natural or revealed, take wllat you can get; 
eherish. blow np the alighteot apark. One day it 
may be a pure and holy ftame. By tm. proceeding 
you form an alliance, offensive and defensive, againot 
those great minioten of darkneoo in the world, who 
are endeavouring to .hake all the worb of God eat&

blished in order and beauty-Perhape I am carried 
too far; but it is in the road into which the honotlJ'
able gentleman b&I led me. The houourable gt~
tleman would have 118 fight tm. confederacy of the 
po.-en of darkneoo with the single arm of the ehoreh 
of England; would have 118 not only fight againot 
infidelity, bnt fight at the aame time with all the 
faith in the world escept our own. In the moment 
we make a front againot the common enemy, we 
have to combat with all thOle who are the natural 
friends of our can.oe. Strong u we are, we are not 
equal to tm.. The eauae of the ehtlJ'Ch of England 
ill inclnded in that of religion, not ~ of religion in 
the ehtlJ'Cb of England. I will Rand np at all timeo 
for the righta of eonaeience, u it is 1IDCh, not for ita 
partieular modeo againot ita general principlea. One 
may be right, another miIt.ken; but if I have more 
otrength than my brother, it .hall be employed to 
oopport, not oppreoa, m. wtskneoo; if I ba"e more 
light, it .hall be uaed to guide, not to dazzle him.-
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Speech 011 the Bill for the Relief of ProteBtant Dis. 
BenterB. 1773. 

PATlIIlIlfT OP TBlI CLBRGT.-There Olight to 'be a 
symmetry between all the parts and orders of a state. 
A PIJ(JT' clergy in an opulent nation can have little 
correspondence with the body it is to instruct, and it 
is a disgrace to the public sentiments of religion. 
Such irreligious frugality is even bad economy, as 
the little that is given, is entirely thrown away. 
Such an impoverished and degraded clergy in quiet 
times could never execute their duty, and in time of 
disorder would infinitely aggravate the public con· 
fuBioUB.-Speech 011 the drnmant ClaifT18 oj the Church. 
1772. 

lIIARRIAGE AND DIVORCE. 

DIVORcB.-The Christian religion, by confining it 
to the pairs, and by rendering that relation indisso
luble, has by these two things done more towards 
the peace, happiness, settlement, and civilization of 
the world, than by any other part in this whole 
scheme of divine wisdom. • • . • . . , 

The practice of divorce, though ill lOme countries 
permitted, has been discouraged in all. In the East, 
polygamy and divorce are in diBCredit; and the man· 
ners correct the laws. In Rome, whilst Rome was 
in its integrity,. the few causes allowed for divorce 
amounted in effect to a prohibition. They were ouly 
three. The arbitrary was totally excluded; and ac· 
cordingly Bome hundreds of years passed, without a 
Bingle example of that kind. When manners were 
corrupted, the laws were relaxed; as the latter always 
follow the former, when they are not able to regulate 
them, or to vanquish them. Of this circumstance 



368 TOB WISDO. AJIID GI!~1[8 

the Icgislato1'8 of vice and crime wcre plea.ocd to take 
notice, aa an inducement to adopt their regulation; 
holding out a hope, that the penni .. ioD would lUI 

rarely be made W!e of. They knew the eontrnry to 
be true; and they had taken good care, that the Ia ... 
should be well seconded by the mannt.... Their law 
of divorce, like all their law., had not for its objed 
the relief of domestic uneaainC88, but the toW eor· 
ruption of all morals, the total diBCOUDcction of .,,cial 
life.-Lelter. on a Rrgicide Peau. 

lhaalAGa OP .. ,!fo .... -The only question iI, 
whether matrimony i.o to be taken out of the general 
rule, and .... hcther the minon of both 8CICO, without 
the conl!Cnt of their parents, ought to bave a capacity 
of contracting the matrimonial, wbilst tbey have not 
the capacity of contracting any otber, engagement. 
Now it appean to me very clear, tbat tbey ought 
not. It i.o a great miotake to think, that mere am71Ull 
propagation i.o the BOle end o( matrimony. llatri
mony i.o inAtitnted not only (or tbe p"Jpagation of 
men, bnt fOl' tbeir nutrition, tbdr education, tbeir 
establishment; and Cor tbe answering of all tbe pur· 
pooeo of a rational and moral being; and it i.o not 
tbe duty of the community to conoider alone of bow 
many, but bo ... 1lK-fuJ, citizena it ,ball be CODlp<_-d. 

It i.o moot certain, that men are .... ell qualified for 
propagation long before they are lufficiently qualified 
even by bodily strengtb, mucb IeM by mental pru
dence, and by acquired .kill in trades and prof .. 
DOno, (or tbe maintenance of a family. Therefore tl) 
enable and authoriu any IlIJID to intr<.duce citiun. 
into the commonwealth, before a rational security 
can be given, that he may pnn~de for them, and 
educate them as citizena ought to be pronded for 
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and educated, is totally incongruous with the whole 
order of society. Nay it is fundamentally unjust j 
for a man that breeds a family without competent 
means of maintenance, encumbers other men with 
his children, and disables them so far from maintain
ing their own. The improvident marriage of one 
man becomes a tax upon the orderly and regular 
marriage of all the· rest. Therefore those laws are 
wisely constituted, that give a man the use of all his 
fuculties at one time; that they may be mutually 
subservient, aiding and assisting to each other: that 
the time of his completing his bodily strength, the 
time of mental discretion, the time of his having 
learned his trade, and the time at which he haa the 
disposition of his fortune, .hould be likewise the 
time in which he is permitted to introduce citizens 
into the state, and to charge the community with 
their maintenance. To give a man a family during 
his apprenticeship, whilst his very· labour belongs to 
another j to give him a family when you do not give 
him a fortune to maintain it j to give him a family 

• before he can· contract anyone of those engage-
ments, without which no business can be carried on, 
would be to burthen the state with families without 
any security for their maintenance. When parents 
themselves marry their children, they become in 
some sort security to prevent the ill consequences. 
You have this security in parental consent; the state 
takes ita security in the knowledge of human nature. 
Parent. ordinarily cousider little the passion of their 
children, and their present gratification.-Speech on 
a bill/or the Repeal of the Marriage Act. 1781. 

B 3 
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THE SLAVE TRADK 

Ii the African trade could be conaidercd with 
regard to itself only, and ... a lingle object, I 
.honld think the ntter abolition to be, on tbe whole, 
more advisable than any ocheme of regulation and 
reform. Rather tban ouffer it to continue ao it 
ill, I heartily wilIh it at an end. What baa been 
lately done hao been done by a popnlar spirit, wbich 
oeldom calli for, and indeed very rarely relish"", a 
system made np of a great variety of parte, and 
.. hieh ill to operate ito effect in a great length of 
time. The people like .bort metboda, the con.oe
quencel of .. hich they oometimeo have reaoon to 
repent of. Abolition ia but a lingle act. To prove 
the nature of the trade, and to expooe it properly, 
required, indeed, a va.ot collection of materialt, which 
have been Iaboriouoly collected, and oompiIed .. ith 
great judgment. It required a100 much peroeveranre 
and addreao to excite the spirit which baa been ex· 
cited without dooro, and which baa camed it tbrough. 
The greatest eloquenCe eYer diaplayed in the house 
hao been employed to oecond the efforto which have 
been made abroad. All tbio, howeYer, \eada but to 
one lingle reoolve. When tbio ..... done, all w ... 
done. I speak of aboolute and immediate abolition, 
the point .. hich the tint motiolUl .. ent to, and .. hich 
is in effect otill preMed; thongh in thio -.iun, 
according to order, it cannot take effect. A .,emote and 
a graJ.ud abolition, thongh they may be OODnected, 
are not the aame thing. The idea of the hou.oe 
oeema to me, if I rightly oomprehend it, that ti,e 
two tbingo are to be oombined; that is to oay, that 
the trade is gradually to decline, and to cca.oe 
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entirely at 8 determinate period. To make the abo
lition gradual, the regulation. must operate aa 8 

strong discouragement. But it is much to be feared 
that a trade continued and discouraged, and with a 
oentence of death paaoed upon it, will p.erpetuate 
much ill blood between those who otruggle for the 
abolition, and those who contend for an effectual 
continuance.-Letler to the Righi Hon. H. Dundaa. 
1792. 

EXECUTIONS. 

SO~II!:.THOUGHTS ON THB APPROACHING EXECUTIONS 
OP THE RIOTERS IN 1780.-As the number of persons 
convicted on a.ccount of the late unhappy tumults 
will probably exceed what anyone's idea of ven
geance or example would deliver to capital punish
ment, it is to be wished that the whole business, aa 
well with regard to the number and description of 
those who are to suffer death, aa with regard to those 
who shall be delivered over to lighter puniohment, 
or wholly pardoned, should be entirely a work of 
reason. 

It hlUl happened frequently, in caaes of this nature, 
that the fate of the convicts haa depended more upon 
the accidental circUlllltance of their being brought 
earlier or later to trial, than to any steady principle 
of equity Rpplied to their several eaaes. Without 
great care and sobriety, criminal justice generally 
begins with anger, and ends in negligence. The 
first that are brought forward suffer the extremity 
of the law, with circumstances of mitigation in their 
caae; and, after a time, the most atrocious delin
Jluellls escape merely by the satiety of puuishment. 
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In the bnainess now before hill :Majeoty, the fol
lowing thought. are humbly .ohmitted. 

If I understand the temper of the puhlic at this 
moment, a very great part of the lower, and some 
of the middling, people of this city .... e in a very 
critical disposition, and sneh 88 ought to be managed 
with firmness and delicaey. In general, thq rather 
approve than blame the principlco of the rioters; 
though the better oort of them are afraid of the 
collBCqneneeo of those very principlCII which they 
approve. Thia keepo their minds in a Impended 
and 8Il1iooo state, "hich may very easily be ex ..... 
perated by an injodicioUB oevcrity into dcoperate 
resolutions; or by "eak measureo, on the part of 
government, it may be encouraged tq the pnnnit of 
conraes, which may be of the most daDgerooo con.se
qoeneeo to the public. 

There is no doobt, that the approaching execution. 
will very much determine the fotore cond ut-i of 
those people. They ought to be sneh 88 "ill humble, 
not irritate. 1\ othing will make gOTernment more 
awful to them than to ace, that it doco not proceed 
by ehance or under the influence of pauion. 

It is therefore proposed, that no eucntion .hould 
be made, until the number of persons, which gOTern
ment thWb fit to try, is completed. Wben the 
"hole is at once under the eye, an examination ougbt 
to be made into the cirrnmslanceo of every particnlu 
convict; and ftz, at the ... ery otlllOOlt, of the fitteot 
examplea may then be ICIeeUd for eucntion, who 
ought to be brought oot and pot to death, on one 
and the lI8IIle day, in IIiI different placeo, and in the 
moat IOlemn manner that can be devised. After-. 
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wards, great care should be taken, that their bodies 
may not be delivered to their friends, or to others, 
who may make them objects of compassion, or even 
veneration; some instances of the kind have hap
pened with regard to the bodies of those killed in 
the riots. 

The rest of the malefactors ought to be either 
coudemned, for 'iarger or shorter terms, to the light
ers; houses of correction; service in the navy ; and 
the like, according to the case. 

This small number of executions, and all at one 
time, though in different places, ia seriously' recom
mended; because it ia certain, that a great havoc 
among crimiuaJs hardens, rather than subdues, the 
minds of people inclined to the same crimes; and 
therefore fails of answering its purpose as an example. 
Men, who see their lives respected and thought of 
value by others, come to respect that gift of God 
themselves. To have compassion for oneself, or to 
care, more or less, for one'" own life, is a lesson 
to be learned just as every other; and I believe it 
will be found, that conspiracies have been most 
common and most desperate, where their punishment 
has been most extensive and most severe. 

Besides, the least excess in thia way excites a 
tenderness in the milder sort of people, which makes 
them consider government in a harsh and odious 
light. The sense of justice in men ia overloaded 
and fatigued with a long series of executions, or with 
such a carnage at once, as rather resembles a mas
sncre, than a sober execution of the laws. The laws 
thus lose their terror in the minds of the wicked, 
and their reverence in the minds of the virtuous. 

I have ever observed, that· the execution of one 
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man fUeo the attention and excite. awe; the execu. 
tion of multitudeo diasipate. and weaken. the effect : 
but men reBlOll themaelvea' into ru.appTobatioD and 
disgust; th'ey compute more BI they feel ieM; and 
every severe act, which doeo not appear to be neceo
aery, ia sure to be offensive. 

In oelecting the erinIinala, a very different liue 
ought to be followed from that recommended by the 
championa of the pToteatant &MOCiation. They reo 
commend, that the offenders (or plunder ought to be 
punished, and the offenders from principles "Pared. 
But the contrary rule ought to be followed. The 
ordinary execntiona, of which there are enough in 
conacience, are (or the former apecieo of delinquents ; 
but ouch common plunderers would fnrniah no 
example in the pTeBeut caoe, where the fa!Je or pre
tended pTinciple of religion, which leada to crim .. , 
ia the very thing to be diacouraged. 

But the reason, which ought to make thete people 
objeeta of oelection for puniahment, contin .. · the 
oelection to very (ew. For we moat corurider, that 
the whole nation baa been, for a loug time, guilty of 
their crime. Toleration ia a new virtue in any 
country. It ia • late ripe fruit in the heat chmaw.. 
We ought to recollect the poi.aon, which, unrWr the 
name of antidotes against popery, and ouch like 
mountebank tit1ea, baa ~ citculated from our 
pulpit., and from our preooeto, from the heaIh of the 
church of Eugland, and the heaIh of the ru-nWn. 
Theae pub1icatinna, by degreea, have tended to dri<e 
all religion from our own minda, and to till tbem 
with nothing but • violent hatred of the religion of 
other people, and, of counoe, with • hatred of their 
»'!TIOna; and 110, by a very natural progreasion, they 
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have led men to the destruction of their goods and 
hOl18e8, and to attempts upon their lives. 

This delusion furnisheB no reuon for suffering that 
abominable spirit to be kept alive by inflammatory 
libelB, or seditious usemblies, or for government'B 
yielding to it, in the smallest degree, any point of 
jUBtice, equity, or BOund policy. The king certainly 
ought not to give up any part of his Bubjects to the 
prejudices of another. So far from it, I am clearly 
of opinion, that on the late occasion the Catholice 
ought to have been taken, more avowedly than they 
were, under the protection of govel'llDient, u the 
dissenters bad been on a oimila.r occasion. 

But, though we ought to protect against violenoe 
the bigotry of others, and to correct our own too, if 
we have any left, we ought to reSect, that an offence, 
which in its cause is national, ought not in its effects 
to be viudicated on individuals, but with a very well. 
tempered se.verity. 

For my own part, I think the fire is not extin. 
guished; on the contrary, it seems to require the 
attention of government more than ever; but u a 
part of any methodical plan for extinguishing this 
flame, it really seems necessary, that the execution of 
justice .hould be BI lteady and BI cool B8 poosible. 

SOMB ADDITIONAL RBFLBCTIONI ON TBB EXBCU .. 

TIONII.-The great number of sufferers seems to arise 
from the misfortune incident to the variety of judica
tureo, which have tried the crimea. It were well, 'if 
the whole had been the business of one commission; 
for now every trial seems B8 if it were .. separate 
business, and in that light, each offence is not 
punished with greater severity than single offences of 
the kind are commonly marked: but, in reality and 
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fact, this unfortunate affair, though diver.ificd in the 
multitude of overt acto, h811 been onc and the .ame 
riot; and therefore the exeeutionl, I., far 81 regard. 
the geueral effect on the minds of men, will have a 
reference to the unity of the offence, nnd willllppcar 
to be much more leVere, than meh a riot, atrociUUl 
81 it W8ll, can well justify in government. I pray, 
that it may he recollected, that the chief delinquents 
have hitherto escaped; and very many of thooe, who 
are fallen into the hands of justice, are a poor, 
thoughtlC811 set of creatures, very little aware of tI,e 
nature of their offence. None of the Jist..makcn, 
the 8IIscmbleno of the mob, the directo,. aDd ar
rangers, have been convicted. The preachers of 
miachief remain aafe, and are wicked enough Dot to 
feel for their deluded disciples; no, not at all. 

I would not plead the ignorance oC the la", in 
any, even the most ignorant, 811 a justification; but 
I am sure, that, when the queotion it of mercy, it 
i.o a very great and powerful argument. I have all 
the reason in the world to believe, that they did not 
knoll' their offence 11'81 capital. 

There it one argument, which I beg may not be 
considered BB brought (or any invidiOUl p~, or 
meant BB imputing blame aoywhere, but which, I 
think, with candid and considerate men, rill have 
much weight. The unfortunate delioquents were 
perhaps much encouraged by lOIDe remi.omCII on the 
part of govemment it4lelt: The aboolote and entire 
impunity attending the aame offence in Edinhurgh, 
which "88 over and over again urged 811 an example 
and encouragement to these unfortunate people, 
might be a means of deluding them. Perhaps, too, 
• languor in the beginning of the riots here (which 
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suffered the learlers to proceed, until very many, as it 
were, by the contagion of a sort of fashion, were 
carried to these excesses) might make these people 
think, that there was something in the case, which 
induced government to wink at the irregularity of 
the proceedings. 

The conduct and condition of the lord mayor 
ought, in my opinion, to he considered. His answers 
to Lord Beauchamp, to Mr. Malo, and to Mr. Lang
dale, make him appear rather an accomplice in the 
crimes, than guilty of negligence as a magistrate. 
Such an example set to the mob by the first magis
trate of the city tends greatly to palliate their offence. 

The license, and complete impunity too, of the 
publications, which from the beginning instigated 
the people to such actions, and, in the midst of triaJo 
and executions, still continue, does in a great degree 
render these creatures an object of compassion. In 
the Public Advertiser of this morning, there are two 
or three paragrapbB strongly recommending ouch 
outrages; and stimulating the people to violence 
against the houses and persons of Roman Catholics, 
and even against the chapels of the foreign ministers. 

I would not go SO far as to adopt the maxim, 
quicquid rmJtil peccahJr, inultum; but certainly 
offences, committed by vast multitudes, are some
wbat palliated in the individua18; who, when so many 
escape, are always looked upon rather as unlucky 
than criminal. All our loose ideas of justice, as it 
affects any individual, have in them something of 
comparison to the situation of others; and no sys
tematic reasoning can wholly free us from such 
impressions. 

Phil. de Cornines says, our Engfuh civil wars were 
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1_ destructive than othen; became the cry of the 
conqueror always 10'&1, "Spare the common people." 
Thia principle of war .hoWd be at leut SA prevalent 
in the execution of juatice. The appetite of jmtire 
ill eaai1y aatisfied, and it ill beat nourilhed with the 
leut pollihle blood. We may too recollect, that 
between capital punilhment and total impunity tht-re 
are many stagea. 

On the whole, every circumatance of mercy, and 
of comparative juatice, doea, in my opinion, plead in 
favour of mch low, untaught, or ill.taught wretches. 
But, above a1J, the policy of government ill deeply 
intereated, that the punilhmenta ahould appear '
solemn and deliberate act, aimed not at random, and 
at particular offences, but done with a relation to the 
geueral spirit of the tumults; and they ought to he 
nothing more than what ill anfficient to mark aDd 
discountenance that 'Pirit. 

ClaC{7J1STA.!f'CBI Foa IIEaCY. 

Not being principal. 
Probable want of early and deliberate JllUPO'IeI. 
Youth,}where the highest malice doea not ap· 
Sex, pear. 
Intoxication and levity, ur mere wantorUWIII or 

any kind. 

HL'lT08Y. 

VI" e do not draw the moral leooona we might Cram 
history. On the eontrary, without cue it may be u.ed 
to .-itiate our minds and to destroy our happineu. 
In hiatory a great volume ill unrolled Cor our in.truc
tion, drawing the materia1. of future wisdom from 
the past errors and infirmities of mankind. It may, 
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in the perversion, serve for a magazine, furnishing 
offensive and defensive weapons for parties in church 
and state, and wpplying the means of keeping alive 
or reviving, dissensioDII and animosities, and adding 
fuel to civil fury. History consists, for the greater 
part, of the miseries bronght npon the world by 
pride, ambition, avarice, revenge, lust, sedition, hypo
crisy, ungoverned zeal, and all the train of disorderly 
appetites, which shake the public with the lame 

---"" ...... blous storms that ..... 
" The priva&e &tate, and render life unaweet." 

These vices are the cmuu of those storma. Religion, 
morals, laWI, prerogatives, privileges, liberties, rights 
of men, are the pretutB. The pretexts are always 
found in lOme specious appearance of a real good. 
You would not secure men from tyranny and sedition, 
by moting out of the mind the principles to which 
these frauduleut pretexts apply? If you did, you 
would mot out everything that is valuable in the 
human breast. .As these are the pretexts, 10 the 
ordinary actors and instruments in great public eviJe 
are kings, priests, magistrates, senates, parliaments, 
nation&.! ILBsemblies, judges, and captains. You 
would not cure the evil by resolving, that there 
should be no more monarcha, nor ministers of state, 
nor of the gospel; no interpreters of law; DO general 
officers; no public councils. You might change the 
names. The things in lOme shape must remain. A 
certain quant ..... of power must always exist in the 
community, in some hands, and under lOme appella
tion. Wise men wiIlllpply their remedies to vices, not 
to names; to the caWle& of evil which are permanent, 
not to the occasional organs by .... hich they act, and 
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the tramitory modeo in which they appear. Other. 
wise you will be wise hiatorically, a fool in practice. 
Seldom have two ageo tl]e l!lIIIle faohion in their 
pretexta and the l!lIIIle modeo of miocbief. W kked. 
nell ia a little more inventive. Wbil.st you are 
dUcuasing faohion, the faohion ia gone by. The very 
l!lIIIle vice &IIumeo a new body. The opirit tranllDi. 
grateo; and, far from IDling ito principle of life by 
the change of ita appearance, it .ia renovated in ito 
new organa with tbe fresh vigour of a juvenile 
activity. It wallu abroad, it continueo ita ravageo, 
wbil.st you are gibbeting the carcaoe, or demoli.hing 
the tomb. You are terrifying younelveo with ghoota 
and apparitions, wbil.st your hOUle ia the haunt of 
robbers. It ia tbUl with all those, who, attending 
only to the .hen and hUlk of biBtory, think they are 
waging war with intolerance, pride, and cruelty, 
..-hilit, under colour of abhorring the ill principleo 
of antiquated partieo, they are authorizing and feed. 
ing the aame odiOUl vice. in diJl'ereot factioDB, and 
perhapa in wone~Jl4lectitm.l 1m the Reoolutiun ; .. 
France. 

Not that I derogate from the Ole of history. It 
iB a great improver of tbe UDdentanding, by .towing 
both men and alram in a great variety of vie ..... 
From this oource much political w.iadom may be 
1eamed; that ia, may be 1eamed ao habit, not ao 
precept; and .. an exercise to otreogthen the mind, 
.. fumi.bing materialo to enlarge and enrich it, not 
.. a repertory of eaoea and precedenta for a lawyer; 
if it .. ere, a thoUBand timeo better .. onld it be tbat a 
Btateomao had never 1eamed to ~ IlUrimti 
lilertu. Th.ia method tumI their undentanding from 
the object before them, and from the preoeot exigen. 
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Cles of the world, to comparisons with former times, 
of which, after all, we can know very little and very 
imperfectly; and our guides, the historians, who are 
to give us their true interpretation, are often pre
judiced, often ignorant, often fonder of system than 
of truth. Whereas if a man with. reasonably good 
parts and natural sagacity, and not in the leading
strings of any master, will look steadily on the 
business before him, without being diverted by retro
spect and comparison, he may be capable of forming 
a reasonably good judgment of what is to be done. 
There are some nlDdaniental points in which nature 
never changes-but they are few and obvious, and 
belong rather to morals than to politics. But so far 
as regards political matter, the human mind and 
human affairs are 8U8ceptible of infinite modifications, 
and of combinations wholly new and unIooked for.
Remarks 011 the Policy of the Allies. 1793. 

MISAPPLICATION 01/ THE TERM • HONOURABLE." 

The Chancellor of France at the opening of the 
states, said, in a tone of oratorical flourish, that all 
occup~tion8 were honourable. If he meant only, 
that no honest employment was disgraceful, he would 
not have gone beyond the truth. But in asserting, 
that anything is honourable, we imply lOme distinc
tion in its favour. The occupation of a hair-dresser, 
or of a working tallow-chandler, cannot be a matter 
of honour to any person-to say nothing of a number 
of other more servile employmenb. Such descrip
tions of men ought not to suffer oppression from the 
state; but the state suffers oppression, if such as 
they, either individually or collectively, are permitted 
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to rule. In thito you think Y9U are combating 
prejudice, but you are at war with nature.-Reftec. 
lioM on 1M Revoluliml in FrlJflCe. 

NOI8Y POLITICIANS-

I have often been utoniahed, coDlidering that we 
are divided from you (the French) but by a .lender 
dyke of about twenty.four mil.,., and that the mutual 
intercourse between the two countries haa lately been 
very great, to find how little you oeem to know of UI. 

I suspect that thito is owing to your fonning a judgment 
of thito nation from certain publications, which do, 
very erroneously, if they do at all, replea.mt the 
'opinions and dispoaitioD.8 genera.lly prevalent in Eng. 
land. The vanity, reotleameaa, petulanee, and spirit 
of intrigue, of several petty cabaJ.a, who attempt tAl 
hide their total .. ant of CODaequencea in bustle and 
noise, and puffing, and mutual quotation or each 
other, makes you imagine that our contemptUOUI 
neglect of their abilities ia a general IIllIl'k of sequi. 
eacence in their opinioua. No mch thing, I auure 
yon. Becanae half a dosen graaab.oppen under a 
fern make the field ring with their importunate 
chink, w hilat tho_do of great cattle, repooed 
beneath the shadow of the BritiAh oak, chew the cud 
and are oilent, pray do not imagme that thooe who 
make the noise are the only inhabitants of the field ; 
that of """""" they are many in number; or that, 
after all, they are other than the little, .hri...,11ed, 
meagre. hopping, though Iuud and troub~, 
inoecta of the hotu.-RejIedim&a 08 1M /lefJohdiml ;" 
Fraaee. 
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INTERFERENCE OF TIlE RICH IN FACTIOUS AGITATION. 

Such will be the impotent condition of those men 
of great hereditary estates, who indeed dislike the 
designs that are carried on, but whose dislike is 
rather that of spectators, than of parties that may 
be concerned in the catastrophe of the piece. But 
riches do not in all cases secure even an inert and 
paaaive resistance. There are always, in that descrip
tion, men whose fortunes, when their minds are once 
vitiated by paaaion or by evil principle, are by no 
means a security from their actua.lly taking their 
part against the public tranquillity. We see to what 
low and despicable paaaions of all kinds many men in 
that class are ready to sacrifice the patrimonial estates, 
which might be perpetuated in their families with 
8plendour, and with the fame of hereditary bene
factors to mankind, from generation to generation. 
Do we not see how lightly people treat their fortunes, 
when under the influence of the paaaion of gaming? 
The game of ambition or resentment will be played 
by many of the rich and great, as desperately, and 
with as much blindness to the eonsequences, as any 
other game. Was he a man of no rank or fortune, 
who first set on foot the disturbances which have 
mined France? Paaaion blinded him to the conse
quences, 10 far as they concerned himself; and as to 
the consequences with regard to others, they were no 
part of his consideration, nor ever will be with those 
who bear any resemblance to that virtuoua patriot 
and lover of the rights of man. 

There is also a time of insecurity, when interests 
of all ION become objects of speculation. Then it 
is, that their very attachment to wealth and import-
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ance will induce several penona of opulence to liot 
themselves, and even to take a lead, with the party 
which they think moot likely to prevail, in order to 
obtain to themselves collllideration in lome new order 
or disorder of thiIlgll. They may be led to act in 
this manner, that they may eecure lIODle porti,m of 
their own property; and perhapo to booome partaken 
of the spoil of their own order. Those who "pecu
late on change, alway" make a great number among 
people of rank and fortune, ao well ao amongot the 
low and the indigent. . . . . . . 

It is the natnraJ operation of things where there 
exists a crown, a conrt, splendid orden of knight
hood, and an hereditary nobility;-where there ""ioto 
a fixed, permanent, landed gentry, continued in 
greatness and opulence by the law of primogenitu ... , 
and by a protection given to family oettlemento ;
.. here there exists a otanding army and navy;
.. here there emu a chorch establishment, which 
oestow. on learning and parto an interest com bined 
with that of religion and the state i-in a country 
where onch things exi.ot, wealth, new in it. &eqlIioi
tion, and precariOUl in ito duration, can never ran k 
lint, nor even near the lint; though wealth h81 ita 
natural.eight further than it is balanced and eo-en 
preponderated amongst UI 81 amongst other nahOIll, 
by artificial inotitutiono and opiDiolll growing out of 
them. At no period in the history of England h8~e 
10 few peen been taken oot of trade or from familiea 
newly created by commerce. In no period ba. 10 

small a Dumber of noble families entered into the 
counting-bonae. I can call to mind but ODe in all 
England, and hio io of near fifty yeal'l otanding. Be 
that as it may, it .. ppean plain to me, from my beot 
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observation, that envy and ambition may, by art, 
management, and disposition, be as much excited 
amongst these descriptions of men in England, 811 

in any other country; and that they are just as 
capable of acting a part in any great change.
Appeal fr<Ym the New to the Old Whigs. 

CONCEALMENT IN PUBLIC MATTERS. 

Great difficulties in consequence of our erroneous 
policy, as I have said, press upon every side of us. 
Far from desiring to conceal, or even to pslliate, the 
evil in the representation, I wish to lay it down as 
my foundation, that never greater existed. In a 
moment when sudden panic is apprehended, it may 
be wise, for a while to conceal some great public 
disaster, or to reveal it by degrees, until the minds of 
the people have time to be recollected, that their 
understanding may have leis1lrtJ to rally, and that 
more steady councils may pI"llvent their doing some
thing desperate under the first impressions of rage or 
terror. But with regard to a general state of things, 
growing out of events and causes already known in 
the gross, there is no piety in the fraud that covers 
its true nature; hecause nothing but erroneous reso
lutions can he the result of false representations. 
Those measures, which, in common distress, might 
be available, in greater, are no better than "playing 
with the evil. . • . . • . 

I admit that re8IIOn of atate will not, in many cir
cumstances, permit the disclosure of the truP ground 
oC a public proceeding. In that case ailence is 
manly and it is wise. It is fair to call for trw! .,.,,
the principle of reason itself auspenrls i .... public use. 
I take the distinction to be tl:;': The ground of a 

a 
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particular meaaure, making a part of a plan, it ito 
rarely proper to divulge; all the broader grounrho of 
policy, on which the general plan io to be adopted, 
ought 81 rarely to he concealed. They, who bave 
not the whole came before them, call them politicianl, 
call them people, call them wbat you will, are no 
judges. The difficultiea of the C3J1C, 81 "ell 81 ito 
fair side, ought to he preocntcd. '!'hi. ollght to be 
done; and it is all that can be done. When we 
have our true lituation diotinctly preoentcd to 0.0, if 
then we J'eAOlve, with a blind and headlong Tioknee, 
to resist the admonitioDl of our CriL"lld., and to C8It 

ouroeivea into the hando of our potent and irrecon
cilable foca, tben, and not till then, tbe mirllioten 
Aland ""'luittcd before God and man, (or whatever 
may eome.-Letlen un a &gU:iJe Puue. 

DI8TISCTION BETWEES PAR81110!<¥ ASO F.cOSOIlY . 
• 

It may be new to his Grace, hut I beg leave to tell 
him, that mere panimony io not economy. It ill 
oep ...... ble in theory from it; and in fact it may, or it 
may not, be • pari of economy, according to circnm
Ataneea. Expence, and ~ ""pence, may be IIll 

_tial part in true economy. If panimony were 
to be eonoidered .. one of the kind. of that virtue, 
there ill how.,.-er anothLT and • higher _,nomy. 
Economy ill • diotnlmti..-e virtue, aud conoiAtI not 
in ... ring, but in oe\ection. Panrimcmy req.me. DO 

pro..-idence, no aagacity, DO Jl'l"en of combination, 
DO comparison, no jud,,"lJIent. lIere inotinct, and 
that not an inAtinct of the noblest kind, may produce 
this fahoe economy in perfection. The otber llCI1Dom1 
hu larger view.. It demand. a diJCriminating j~
ment, and a finn, oagacio1u mind. It .butll one 
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door to impudent importunity, only to open another, 
and a wider, to unpresnming merit. If none but 
meritorious service or real talent were to be rewarded 
this nation has not wanted, and this nation will not 
want, the means of rewarding all the service it ever 
will receive, and encouraging all the merit it ever 
will produce. No state, since the. foundation of 
society, has bcen impoverished by that species of 
profusion.-Letter to a Nohle Lord. 

ANARCHY. 

IT is impossible not to observe, that, in proportion 
as we approximate to the poisonous jaws of anarchy, 
the fascination grows irresistible. In proportion as 
we are attracted towards the fOCUB of illegality, irre
ligion, and desperate enterprise, all the venomous 
and blighting insects of the state are awakened into 
life. The promise of the year is blasted, and shrivel- . 
lcd, and burned up hefore them. Our most salutarY 
and most beautiful institutions yield nothing but 
dust and smut: the harvest of our law is no more 
than stubble. It is in the nature of these eruptive 
diseases in the state to sink in by fits, and re-appear. 
But the fuel 'Of the malady remains; and in my 
opinion is not in the smallest degree mitigated in its 
malignity, though it waits the favourable moment of. 
a freer communication with the source of regicide to 
ellert and to encrease its force. 

I. it that the people are. changed, that the com
monwealth cannot be protected by it. laws? I hardly 
think it. On the contrary, I conceive, that these 
things happen because men are not changed, but 
remain always what they always were; they remain 

811 
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what the bulk of DB ever must be, when ahandoned 
to onr vulgar propensitiel, without guirk, leader, or 
control; that ill, made to be full of a blind elevation 
in prooperity; to despioe untried dangc .. ; to be 
overpowered with unexpected reveroel; to find no 
clue in a labyrinth of difficultieo, to get out of a 
present inconvenience with any rilk oC future ntin ; 
to Collow and to bow to fortune; to admire .,,,,ceo.ful 
though wicked enterprioe, and to imitate what we 
admire; to contemn the govemmmit whicb announcetl 
danger from aacrilege and regicide, whiM thL"}' are 
only in their infancy and their struggle, but whicb 
find. nothing that can Blann in tbL-ir adult state, and 
in the power and triumph of thOle dClltructive prin< 
ciples. In a IIllUI8 we cannot be left to ouneln ... 
We must have leaden. If none will undertake to 
lead DB right, we .hall find guideo who will contrive 
to conduct lIS to shame and nUn.-Lel/en on a 
Regicide Peace. 

SPATY ry Ji91. 

As to Spain, it ill a nervel""" country. It doea not 
p<llISI!8I the nee, it only IUffen the abUJIC, of a nobility. 
For oome time, and even before the oettkffient of tbe 
Bourbon dynasty, that body h81 been .yotematicalJy 
lowered, and rendered incapable by rlcJo.tion, and Cor 
incapacity excluded from affaire. In thia circle the 
body ill in a manner annihilated-and 10 little mean. 
have they of any weighty exertion eid,er to control 
or to IUpport the crown, that if they at all interfere, it 
io only by abetting deaptTate and mobbi.h inanrrec
tiona, like that at ~f adrid, .. hieh drove Sqnillare from 
his plare. Florida Blanca io • ereatnre of office, and 
baa little connexion and no aympatby .. ith that bod~·. 

As to the clergy, they are the only thing in Spain 
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that looks like an independent order.-Tlwughts 0 .. 

French Affairs. 179l. 
Spain is not a Substantive Power. She must 

lean on France, or on England. It is as mnch 
for the interest of Great Britain to prevent the 
predominancy of a French interest in that king
dom, as if Spain were a province of the Crown 
of Great Britain, or a state actually dependent on 
it ; full as much so as ever Portogai was reputed 
to he. This is a dependency of much greater value : 
and its destruction, or its being carried to any other 
dependency, of much more serious misfortune.
Heads for Conaideration of the Present State of Affairs. 

WHIGS AND TORIES. 

The Tories do universally think their power and 
consequence involved in the success of this American 
business. The clergy are astonishingly warm in it; 
and what the Tories are when embodied and united 
with their natural head, the Crown, and animated 
by their clergy, no man know. better than yourself. 
As to the Whigs, I think them far from extinct. 
They are, what they alway. were (except by the able 
use of opportunities), by far the weakest party in this 
conntry.-Letter to For. 1777. 

WRITTEN LIBElS. 

Scandals merely oral could spread little, and must 
perish 800n. It is writing, it is printing, more 
emphatically, that imps calumny with those eagle 
wings, on which, as the poet says, "immortal slanders 
fly." By the press they spread, they last, they 
leave the sting in the wonnd.-Speech on a Motion 
reltpecling Proltecutio1lJl f{)r Lihela. 1771. 



THE WISDOM AlfD OENIt'S 

THE EFFECTS OF SYMPATHY l!f TilE DISTRYMJ:1j OF 
oTm:·/I.'I. 

To examine thill point concerning the <-frect of 
tragedy in a proper manner, we mn.t previomly 
consider how we are affected by the feelingo of our 
fellow..,,-eatnrca in cirenmstancea of real diotre... 1 
am convinced we have a degree of dcligl,t, 8IId that 
no .mall one, in the real millfortuneo and pains of 
othero; for let the affection be what it will in 
appearance, if it does not make WI .hnn .uch objccbl, 
if, on the contrary, it induceo na to approach them, 
if it makeo WI dwell npon them, in thit cue 1 coo
ceive we moot have a delight or plC3l!Ure of lOme 
opccieo or other in contemplating object. of thiA 
kind. Do we not read the authentic hi"torico of 
acenea of thill nature with M much pleamre .. 
romancea or poems, ... here the incidentl are fu:titiona? 
The prosperity of no empire, nor the grandeur of no 
king, can 10 agreeably affect in the reading, M the 
min of the state of Macedon, and tl,e dUtreu of ita 
unhappy prince. Such a cataltrophe touches na in 
hilItory .. much M the destruction of Troy doea in 
fable. Our delight, in caoel of tbill "lind, it Yery 
greatly heightened, if the mfferer be lIOUIe excellent 
peroon who oink. under an unworthy £ortnne. Scipio 
and eato are both rirtuoWl chllJ'llCU-n; but we are 
more deeply aJl'ected by the riolent death of the one, 
and the min of the great cause he adhered to, than 
with the deoen-ed triumpla and unintL1T11pted pn6-

perity of the other; for terror it a paooiou which 
always produceo delight when it doea not preoo too 

-~ly; and pity it a paooion acwmpa:uied with 
pleamre, because it an- from Ion and oociaI dee-
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tion. Whenever we are formed by nature to any 
active purpose, the passion which animatea us to it 
is attended with delight, or a pleasure of some kind, 
let the subject-matter be what it will; and 88 OUl' 

Creator has designed that we should be united by 
the bond of sympathy, he has strengthened that bond 
by a proportionable delight; and there most wbere 
our sympathy is most wanted-in the distresses of 
others. If this passion ...... simply painful, we would 
shun with the greatest care all persons and places 
that could excite such a passion; 88 some, who are 
10 fsr gone in indolence as not to endure any strong 
impression, aetua.lly do. But the case is widely 
different with the greater part of mankind; there i. 
no opectacJe we 80 eagerly pursue, as that of 80me 
IlDCOmmon and grievous calamity; so that whether 
the misfortune is hefore our eyes, or whether they 
are turned back to it in history, it alway. touches 
with delight. This is not an unmixed delight, but 
blended with no .maIl uneasineas. The delight we 
have in such thingo hinders us from .hunning scenes 
of mioery; and the pain we fuel prompts us to 
relieve ourselves in relieving those who suJfer; and all 
this antecedent to any reasoning, by an instinct that 
worb us to its own pU1'poSe8 without our concurrence. 

Tu" E,neTS OP TaAGEDY.-1t is thus in real 
calamities. In imitated distreooeo the ouly difference 
is the pleasure resulting from the effcct& of imitation; 
for it is never 10 perfect, but we caa pereeive it is 
imitation, and on that principle are somewhat pleased 
with it. And, indeed, in some coses we derive 88 

mIlCh or more pleasure from that source than from 
the thing itself. But tben I imagine we .hall he 
much mistaken, if we attribute any considerable part 



392 THE WISDOM AND OENICS 

of our satisfaction in tragedy to the con.idcmtion 
that tragedy is a deceit, and its rcpretIClltatioll8 no 
realities. The nearer it approaches the reality, an<\ 
the further it remove." WJ from all idea of fiction, ti,e 
more perfect is its power. But he ita power of "h"t 
kind it will, it never approacheA to .. hat it rqJreAcnt •. 
Choose a day on which to represent the most 
sublime and affecting tragedy .. e have; appoint the 
most favourite actoro; .pare no cost upon the sccne. 
and decorations; unite the greatest efforla of poetry, 
painting, and music; and .. hen you have cfJUected 
your audience, jWJt at the moment .. hen their minds 
are erect with expectation, let it be reported that a 
.tate criminal of high rank is on the point of bdJlg 
executed in the adjoining "'ID&re; in a moment the 
emptin""" oC the theatre .. ould demonstrate the 
comparative weaknes. of the imitative arts, aDd pro
claim the trinmph of the real sympathy. I believe 
that this notion oC our ha'lng a trimple pain in tbe 
reality, yet a delight in tbe representation, &risco 
from hence, that .. e do not mfficiently distinguish 
.. hat .. e .. ould by no meano choose to do, from .. hat 
we .hould be eager enough to see if it ...... once dIme. 
We delight in seeing things, .. hich 10 far from doing, 
our heartiest wishes .. ould be to see redreooed. This 
noble capital, the pride of England and of Europe, 
I beli""e no man is 80 strangely wicked 88 to detrire 
to see destroyed by a conllagration or an earthquake, 
though he should be removed him..,1f to the great
cot distance from tbe danger. Bnt mppooc mch a 
fatal accident to have happened, .. hat numbers from 
aU parts .. ould crowd to behold the rninA, and 
amongot them many ... ho ... ould have been conk ... t 
never to have oeen London in its glory ! ~ or ill it, 
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either in reAl or fictitious distresses, our immunity 
from them which produces our delight; in my own 
mind r can discover nothing like it. I apprehend 
that this mistake is owing to a sort of sophism, by 
which we are frequently imposed upon; it arises from 
our not distinguishing between what is indeed a 
neces.ary condition to our doing or suffering any
thing in generAl, and what is the cause of some 
particnlar act. If a man kill. me with a sword, it 
is a necessary condition to this that we should have 
been both of us alive before the fact; and yet it 
would be absurd to say, that our being both living 
creatures was the cause of his crime and of my death. 
So it is certain, that it is absolutely necessary my 
life should be out of any imminent hazard, before I 
can take a delight in the sufferings of others, real or 
imaginary, or indeed in anything else from any cause 
whatsoever. But then it is Ito sophism to argue from 
thence, that this immunity is the cause of my delight 
either on these or on any occasions. No one can 
distinguish luch a cause of satisfaction in his own 
mind, I believe; nay, when we do not suffer any 
very Bcute pain, nor are exposed to any imminent 
danger of our lives, we can feel for others whilst we 
suffer ourselves; Bnd often then most when we are 
softened by af!liction; we see with pity even distresses 
which we would accept in the place of our own.*-. 
Essay on tM Sublime and Beautiful. 

• This is aD answer to the celebrated lines of Lucretius : 
Suave, man magno, turbantibua equora ventia, 
E terra magnum alteriWl specte.re laborem ; 
Non quia vexari quemquam eat jueunda 'f'oluptas, 
Scd quibus ipse mali.e careu quia cem.ere 8UAve eel" 
Suavo eU.am belli oortomina magna tueri 
Per campos instruct. tua sine paI1e pericH. 

,s 
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TilE STUDY OF TilE PASSIONS. 

The more accurately w~ .eareh into the b IImsn 
mind, the stronger traces we everywhere find of IIi. 
wisdom who made it. If a di.eountC on the Wle of 
the part. of the body may be conoidered sa an hymn 
to the Creator; the nae of the P"""'on., which are 
the organo of the mind, cannot be barren oC prau.e 
to Him, nor unproductive to ouroelveo of that noble 
and uncommon union oC oeience and admiration, 
which a contemplation of the work. of infinite ... io
dom alone can afford to a rational mind: whiht, 
referring to him whatever we find of right or good 
or fuir in ourselves, discovering biA otrenb-th and 
wisdom even in our own wcalrn_ and imperfecti.m, 
honouring them where we discover them clearly, and 
adoring their profundity where ... e are loot in our 
Beareh, we may be inquisitive without impertinence, 
and elevated without pride; we may be admitted, if 
I may dare to 88y eo, into tbe coumelo of tbe 
Almighty by a consideration of bia ... orb. The 
elevation of the mind onght to be the principal end 
of all our otndieo; ... hieh if they do Dot in 80me 
measure effect, they are of very little oervire to DO. 

But, besides thiA great purpose, a coMderation of 
the rationale of onr p....non.s teelIlII to me "err ...,.,.... 
.....,. for all who would affect them upon ."lid and 
sure principles.-EsMl!/ 01t lhe SuUi_ and Betmlifrd. 

THE BEACTIITL 

PaopoaTIO. NOY THB CAeliB O' BEA.t"TY ." TUE 

VEGETABL8 C8EATIOlf.-Beanty hath tm18l1y bren 
aaid to consist in certain proportion.s of parto. On 
conoidering the matter, I have great reaoon to d'Juht, 
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whether beauty be at all an idea. belonging to pro
portion. Proportion relates almost wholly to con
venience, 88 every idea. of order seelllll to do; and it 
must therefore be considered 88 a creature of the 
understa.nding, ra.ther th8.I! a primary COU8e acting 
on the 8ense8 and imagination. It is not by the 
force of long attention and inquiry that we find any 
object to be beautiful; beauty demands no 888ist
ance from our reasoning; even the will is uncon
cerned ; the appearance of beauty 88 effectually 
caUBe8 some degree of love in us, as the application 
of ice or fire produce. the ideas of heat or cold. . . . 

Turning our eye8 to the vegetable creation, we 
find nothing there so beautiful as flowers; but flowers 
are almost of every sort of 8hape, and of every 80rt of 
disposition; they are turned and fashioned into an 
infinite variety of fOllllll; and from these forms 
botanists have given them their names, which are 
almost as various. What proportion do we discover 
between the staJ.ka and the leaves of flowers, or 
between the lea.ves and the pistils? How does the 
slender stalk of the rose agree with the bulky head 
under which it bends? but the rose is a. beautiful 
flower; and can we undertake to say that it .does not 
owe a great deal of its beauty even to that dispropor
tion i the rose is a large flower, yet it grows upon a 
email shrub; the flower of the apple is very small, 
and grows upon a. large tree; yet the rose and the 
apple blossom are both beautiful, and-the plant. that 
bear them are most engagingly attired, notwithstand
ing this disproportion. What by general consent is 
allowed to be a more beautiful object than an orange
tree, flourishing at once with its lcavca, its blossoml, 
and ita fruit? but it is in, vain that we search here 
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for any proportion between the height, the breadth, 
or anything else concerning the dimen.ioDi of the 
whole, or concerning the relation of the particular 
parts to each other. I grant that wc may oh"",l'C, 
in many lIowers, something of a tel,"ular figor", and 
of a methodical disposition of the leaves. The,OtIC 
haa such a figore and ouch a diopooition of ito 
petaIo; hnt in an oblique view, when tbis figure i.e in 
a good measure lost, and tbe order of tbe leaveo con· 
founded, it yet retsina ito beauty; the rooe i. even 
more beautiful before it i.e full blown; in tbe bud; 
before tbis exact figure i.e formed; and this i.e uot 
the only instance wherein method and exact"""., the 
IOnI of proportiou, are found rather prejndicial than 
serviceable to the cause of beauty. 

PaOPORTION N07 THE CAr8E or BEACTY I. TOE 
BUIIAN 8PECIE8.-And after all, bow are the parti. 
88Il8 of proportional beauty agreed amongwt tbem· 
&elves about the proportion. of tbe human body? 
Some hold it to be &even heads; some make it eight; 
wbilat others extend it even to ten; a vast dilference 
in such a small num her of di,-mono! Othe.... take 
other methods of estimating the proportiono, and aU 
with equal mcceos. But are th.,.., proportion. exactly 
the aame in all handsome men? or are they at all 
the proportiODl found in beautiful ... omen' :s obody 
will oay that they are; yet both &eXes are undoubtedly 
capable of beanty, and tbe female of tbe greateot; 
which advantage I believe ... ill hanlIy be attributed 
to the mperior exactne811 of proportion in the fair 
oex.. Let no reot a moment on thi.e point; and con· 
aider how moeh dilference there i.e between the mea-
8UreI that prevail in many aimilar parts of tbe body, 
in the two oexea of tbis Bingle opOOeo only. If you 
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88Sign any determinate proportions to t J8£1VMt1 
man, and if you limit human beanty t thes'B0e 
portions, when you find a woman who _ . ~ 
make and me88ures of almost every part, y )l~ 

conclude her not to be beautiful, in spite of the su -
gestions of your imagination; or, in obedience to 
your imagination, you must renounce your rules; 
you must lay by the scale -and compass, and look out 
for some other CRuse of beauty. For if beauty be 
attached to certain measures which operate from a 
principle in nature, why should similar parts with 
different measures of proportion be found t<l' have 
beauty, and this too in the very same species? 

FITNESS NOT THB CAUSE OP BEAUTY.-It is .aid 
that the idea of utility, or of a part's being well 
adapted to auswer its end, is the cause of beauty, or 
indeed beauty itself. If it were not for this opinion, 
it had been impossible for the doctrine of proportion 
to have held its ground very long; the world would 
be soon weary of hearing of measures which related 
to nothing, either of a natural principle, or of a 
fitness to answer some end; the idea which mankind 
most commouly conceive of proportion, is the suit
ableness of means to certain ends, and, where this i. 
not the question, very seldom trouble themselves 
about the effect of different measures of things. 
Therefore it was necessary for this theory to insist, 
that not only artificial but natural objects took their 
beauty from the fitncss of the parts for their several 
purposcs. But in framing this theory, I am appre
hensive that experience was not sufficiently consulted. 
For, on that principle, the wedge-like snout of a 
swine, with its tough cartilage at the end, the little 
sunk eycs, aud the whole make of the head, so well 
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adapted to its office. of digging and rooting. would 
be extremely beautiful. The great bag banging to 
the bill of a pelican. a thing highly useful to thi. 
animal. would be likewise as beautiful in our ey"". 
The hedge-hog. 10 well-secured against all assault. 
by hUo prickly hide. and the porcupine with hi. mi •• ile 
quille. would be then coruridcred as creatnrco of no 
omall elegance. There are few animal.o w booe parts 
are better contrived than thooe of the monkey; he 
has the hando of a man. joined to the epringy limbo 
of a beast; he is admirably calculated for running. 
leaping. grappling. and climbing; and yet there are 
few animal.o which seem to have Ieoo beauty in the 
eyes of all mankind. I need say little on the trunk 
of the elephant. of meh variOUl Wlefulneoo. and which 
is 10 far from eontriboting to hUo beauty. How well 
Iitted is the wolf for running and leaping I how 
admirably is the lion armed {or battle I but will any 
one therefore call the elephant. the wolf. and the lion. 
beautiful animal. ? I believe nobody will think the 
form of a man'. leg 10 well adapted to running. as 
thOle of a hone, a dog. a da.... and eeveral other 
creatures; at leaot they have not that appearana!; 
yet. I believe. a well-faobioned buman leg will be 
allowed to far exceed all these in beanty. If the 
lito .... of parta was what constituted the lovelineM of 
their form, the actual employment oC them would 
undoubtedly much augment it; but thUo. tbougb it is 
oometimea eo upon another principle. ie far &om 
being alway. the ease. A bird on the wing is "ot 00 

MIIti{ul as when it is perched; nay. tbL-re are 
eeveral of the domeatie Cowl.o which are oe\dfJID eeen 
to fty, and ... hich are nothing tbe leu beautiful on 
that account; yet birds are 10 extremely diJl'crent in 
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their form from the beast and human kinds, that yon 
cB.nnot, on the principle of fitness, allow them any
thing agreeable, but in consideration of their parts 
being designed for quite other purposes. I never in 
my life chanced to see a peacock fly; and yet before, 
very long before, I considered any aptitude in hia 
form for the aerial life, I was struck with the extreme 
beauty which raises that bird above many of the best 
flying fowls in the world; though, for anything I 
saw, hia way of living was much like that of the 
swine, which fed in ~he farm-yard along with him. 
The aame may be said of cocks, bens, and the like; 
they are of the flying kind in figure; in their manner 
of moving not very different from men and beasts. 
To leave these foreign examples; if beauty in our 
species was annexed to use, men would be much 
more lovely than '!fomen; and strength and agility 
would be considered as the only beauties. But to 
call strength by the name o~ beauty, to have bnt one 
denomination for the qualities of a Venus and Her
cules, 80 totally different in almost all respects, ill 
surely a strange confusion of ideas, or abuse of words. 
The cause of thia confusion, I imagine, proceeds from 
our frequently perceiving the parts of the human and 
other animal bodies to be at once very beautiful, and 
very well adapted to their purposes; and we are de
ceived by a sophiam, which makes us take that for a 
cause which ill only a concomitant; thia ill the 
80phiam of the fly; who imagined he railled a great 
dust, because he stood upou the chariot that really 
raised it. The stomach, the lungs; the liver, as well 
as other parts, are incomparably well adapted to their 
purposes; yet they are far from having any beauty. 
Again, many things are very beautiful, in which it ill 
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impolllible to discern aDY idea of n.oe. ADd I appeal 
to the first and m08t natural feeling of mankind, 
whether, Gn behoWing a lreautiful eye, or a well. 
fashioned mouth, or a well·turned leg, any idea. of 
their being well fitted for ""eing, eating, or runniog, 
ever present themselves. What idea of n.oe ;" it that 
f1ower!l excite, the most beautiful part of tbe vegetable 
world? It;" true, that the infinitely wille aod good 
Creator hu, of bUo bounty, frequently joined beauty 
to thooe things which he hu made n.oeful to 111; but 
tbUo does not prove that an idea of n.oe and beauty 
are the same thing, or that they are any way 
dependent on each other. 

How I'AB WI. IDBA 0' BEAUTY IIAY BA AP· 

PLIEO TO 'l'DE QUALI?lEI 0. 'l'DB MINo.-Nor is 
this remark in general I""" applicable to the qualitiea 
of the mind. Thooe virtuea which ean.oe admiration, 
and are of the mblinter kind, produce terror rather 
than love; lOCh 118 fortitude, ju.otice, wUdom, and the 
like. Never 11"118 any mao amiable by force of th""" 
qualities. Thooe which engage our heana, which 
impreaa U5 with a aerue of love1ine..., are the ooftn 
virtneI; eaoineaa of temper, compaMioo, kindOOM, 
and liberality; though certainly thooe lattC'I' are of 
1eaI immediate and momentoUl COOrerD to ooeicty, 
and of 1eaI dignity. But it ;" for that l'eBIOD that 
they are 10 amiable. The great virtuea tum princi
pally on dangerB, punishment&, and troubles, and are 
exereiaed rather in preventing the wont milchie6, 
than in diBpeuaing favonn; and are, therefore, not 
lovely, though highly venerable. The moordinate 
tum on relieD, gratiticatiODl, and indulgeocea; and 
8Z'e, therefore, more lovely, though inferior in dignity. 
Thooe perIODI who creep into the hea.rta of most 
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peopl~, who are chosen as the companions of their 
softer hours, and their reliefs from care and anxiety, 
are never persons ot shining qualities nor strong 
virtues. It is rather the soft green of the soul, on 
which we rest our eyes that. are fatigued with be
holding more glaring ohjects. It is worth observing 
how we feel ourselves affected in reading the charac
ters of Cresar Rnd Cato, as they are so finely drawn 
and contrasted in SalluBt. In one, the igno8cendo 
largiundo; in the other, nil largiundo. In one the 
miseria perfugium; in the" other mali8 perniciem. In 
the latter we have much to admire, much to reverence, 
and, perhaps, something to fear; we respect him, 
but we respect him at a distance. The former makes 
us familiar with him; we love him, and he leads us 
whither he pleases. To draw things closer to our 
first and most natural feelings, I will add a remark 
made upon reading this section, by an ingenious 
friend. The authority of a father, so useful to our 
well-being, and so justly venerable upon all accounts, 
hinders us from having that entire love for him that 
we have for our mothers, where the paternal authority 
is almost melted down into the mother's fondness 
and indulgence. 

DELICACY.-An air of robustness and strength is 
very prejudicial to beauty. An appearance of delicacy, 
and even fragility, is almost essential to it. Who. 
ever examines the vegetable or animal creation will 
find this observation to be founded in nature. It is 
not the oak, the ash, or the elm, or any of the robust 
tree. of the forest, which we consider as beautiful; 
they are awful and majestic; they inspire a sort of 
reverence. It is the delicate myrtle, it is the orange, 
it is the almond, it is the jasmine, it is the vine, 
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which we look on as vegetable beautie.. It .. the 
flowery speciea. 10 remarkable for ita weakueoo aud 
momentary dlll'Btion. that givea u. the livelieat idea 
of heauty and elegance. Among aDimals, the grey. 
hound is more beautiful than the mlllltiff; and the 
delicacy of a gennet, a barb, or an Arabian hOllie, is 
mnch more amiable than the strength and stability 
of lOme honea of war or carriage. I need here lay 
little of the fair leX, where I bclien the point will 
be easily allowed me. The beauty of women is con· 
liderably owing to their we.u.neaa or delicacy, and is 
even enhanced by their timidity, a quality of mind 
anaIogoua to it. I would not here be undcratood to 
... y. that weakneaa betraying very bad bealth hal 
any ahare in beauty; but the ill etreet of this is not 
becauae it is weakn_, but becauae the ill state of 
health, which producrAI IlUCh weakneM. allen the 
other conditions oC beanty; the part. in IlUCh a cue 
collapoe; the hright colour. the 1uT1U!1t J1Il17II'Ttum 
jvDenJiJI!. is gone; and the line variation is !oat in 
wrinklea. andden breaIut. and right linea. 

RECAPITULATION 0' THE ""BIECT or BIlA"M'.-On 

the whole. the qualitiea of beanty. l1li they are merely 
sensible qualitiea. are the following:-Fint. to be com· 
parativelyomaIL Secondly. to be omooth. Thirdly, 
to have a variety in the direction of the part.; but, 
fourthly, to have tru- part.I not angular, but melted, 
ao it were, into each other. Fifthly, to be of a defu:ate 
frame, without any remarkahle appearance of strength. 
Sixthly, to ha .. e itl colouro clear and bright, bat DOt 

.. ery strong and glaring. Seventhly, or if it Ihonld 
have any glaring colour, to ha'"e it divenified with 
othero. Theoe are, I believe, the propertieo on which 
beauty depends; properti.. that operate by nature, 
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and are less liable to be altered by caprice, or con. 
founded by a diversity of tastes, than any other. 

THE PHYBIOGNOMY.-The PhysWgnom;g has a con
siderable share in beauty, especially that of our own 
species. The manners give a certain determination. 
to the countenance; which, being observed to corre
spond pretty regularly with them, is capable of joining 
the effect of certain agreeable qualities of the mind 
to those of the body. So that to form a finished 
human beauty, and to give it its full influence, the 
face must be expressive of such gentle and amiable 
qualities, as correspond with the softness, smoothness, 
and delicacy of the outward form. 

TUB EYE.-I have hitherto purposely omitted to 
speak of the Eye, which has 10 great a share in the 
beauty of the animal creation, as it did not fall so 
easily under the foregoing heads, though in fact it is 
reducible to the same principles. I think, then, that 
the beauty of the eye consists, first, in its clearneB8 ; 
what colmrred eye shall please most, depends a good 
deal on particular fancies; but none are pleased with 
an eye whose water (to use that term) is dull and 
muddy. We are pleased with the eye in thia view, 
OD the principle upon which we like diamonds, clear 
water, glasa, and snch-like transparent substances. 
Secondly, the motion of the eye contributes to its 
beauty, by continnally shifting its direction; but a 
slow BIld laoguid motion is more beautiful th8ll a 
brisk one; the latter is eulh'cning; the former lovely. 
Thirdly, with regard to the union of the eye with the 
neighbouring part., it is to hold the same rule that 
is given of other beautiful oncs; it is not to make a 
strong deviation from the line of the neighbouring 
parts; nor to verge into any exact geometrical figure. 
Besides all this, the eye affects, B8 it is expressive of 
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some qualities of the mind, and its principal power 
generally arises from this: so that what we have jmt 
said of· the physiognomy is applicable here. 

TUB aUBLIMB AND BEAUTIFUL CO)[PABED.-On 

closing this general view of Beauty, it naturally 
occun that we should compare it with the Suhlime; 
and in this comparison there appears a remarka!'le 
contrast. For suhlime ohjecta are vaot in their di
mensions, beautiful ones comparatively lIDall: beauty 
should he smooth and polished; the great, rugged and 
negligent; beauty should .hun the right line, yet de
viate from it insensibly; the great in many""""" loves 
the right line; and when it deviates, it often makes a 
strong deviation: beauty .hould not be ohllClUe; the 
great ought to be dark and gloomy; heauty should be 
light and delicate; the great ought to be solid,and even 
I1l8.'lIIive. They are indeed ideas of a very difftTCllt 
nature, one being rounded on pain, the other OD 

pleasure; and however they may vary afterward. 
from the direct nature of their causes, yet these 
causes keep np an eternal distinction between them, 
a distinction never to be furgotteo by any whose 
buainesa it is to affect the passions. In the infinite 
variety of natural combinations, we must expect to 
find the quaJities of thingo the moot remote imagin
able from each other, united in the same object. We 
must expect a1ao to find combinations of tbe same 
kind in the works of art~Euag on the SuJ,/ime and 
Beautiful. 

JOY A~D GRIEP. 

It muot be observed, that the ceooatiOD of pleaoure 
affects the mind truee ways. If it simply ce&IelI, after 
having continned a proper time, the effect is iJUii/
IWert«; it it be abruptly broken off, there en.mes au 
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une88Y sense called diBappointment; if the object be 
so totally lost that there is no chance of enjoying it 
again, IL p88sion arises in the mind, which is called 
grief. Now there is none of these, not even grief, 
which is the most violent, that I think hBB any 
resemblance to positive pain. The person who 
grieves, suffers his p88sions to grow upon him; he 
indulges it, he loves it: but this never happens in 
the C88e of actual pain, which no man ever willingly 
endured for any cOnsiderable time. That grief should 
be willingly endured, though far from a simply 
ple88ing sensation, is not so difficult to be under
stood. It is the nature of grief to keep its object 
perpetually in its eye, to present it in its most 
ple88urable views, to repeat all the circumstruices 
that Rttend it, even to the lBBt minuteness; to go 

"back to every particular enjoyment, to dwell upon 
each, and to find a thousand new perfections in all, 
that were not sufficiently understood before; in grief, 
the plelJ8U1"e is still uppermost; and the afIIiction we 
suffer has no resemblance to absolute pain, which is 
always odious, and which we endeavour to shake off 
88 soon 88 possible. The Odysscy of Homer, which 
abounds with so many natural and affecting images, 
h88 none more striking than those which Menelaus 
raises of the calamitous fate of his friends, and his 
own manner of feeling it. He owns, indeed, that 
he often gives himself some intermission from such 
melancholy reflections; but he observes, too, that, 
melancholy 88 thcy are, they give him plC88ure. 

AM- .. ,.....,,1 whnu ,w. 43vpOlUJ'Ol lUll Ax_., 
no.\.o\d.as Iv JW)'dpoUTI ItOMuuIlOI IlIu'f'ipoIfTW, 
AMon ,uJl .,.. ~ wlJlfl 'f'ff1h1U'4 lMoor. I" d-r. 
na6o,.u:u' al"~S a. kOpoS lrpu.po1o ')'60£0, 

Hom. Od. 6. 100. 
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Still in mort intenu. or pI,tJling tfOt', 

Regardful o( the (riendly dllel lowe, 
) to the gl(mfJU" d.-~, (or 8'Yt"I' dear, 
lod~ the tribute of. fI""'4.u _. 

On the other hand when we recover our health, 
when we eocape an imminent danger, i. it with joy 
that we are affected? The IICIllIC on theoe OCClUIioD8 
is far from that smooth and volul'tuouo lJatisfaction 
which the aooured prospect of pleasure bestow.. TIle 
delight which arisetl from the mudiiicatioll8 of pain 
confeaoea the otock from whence it "prung, in it. 
IOlid, strong, and sevLTC nature. - Euag lin the 
Sublime and Beautiful. 

THEATRF.i!. 

STATE OP THE ENGL18S RTAGI! I,. 1796.-There ;. 
mneh gaiety, and diaoipation, and profo.oion, which 
mnot escape, and di!!3ppoint, all the arithmetic of 
political economy. Bnt tbe theatrea are 8 promi
nent feature. They are eotabli.bed through every 
part of the kingdom, at a coot unknown till our day •• 
There is hardly 8 provincial capital, .. hich doeo not 
pos_, or which doeo not a.pire to 1"'-, 8 

theatre-royal. Moot of them engage, for 8 .hort 
time at 8 vaot prire, every actor or aetreto of name 
in the metropoliB; 8 diotindion, which, in the reign 
of myoId friend Garrick, "'lUI confined to .. cry few. 
The dretoeo, the ~, the d=,ratiGDI of every 
kind, I am told, are in 8 ncw atyle of opklldour and 
magnificence; whether to the advantage of our 
dramatic taate, upon the .. hole, I vcry mneh doubt. 
It is 8 .how and 8 opeetade, uot 8 play, tbat ;. 
exhibited. TIm;' undoubtedly in the genuine man
ner of the Angurtan age, but in 8 manner, ... hich 
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was censured by one of the beot poets and critics of 
that or any age :- • 

• - - - - migravit ab aure voluptu 
Omois ad incerWs oculos, et gawIia van& : 

Q,ua.tuor a.ut plures aulooa premuntnr in horae, 
Dum Cugiuni equiium iurmJe, pediiumque caiervlB. 

-Utera on a Regicide Peace. 

DRAMATIC COHPOSITION.-It is generally observed, 
that no species -of writing is 80 difficult 88 the 
dramatic. It must indeed appear so, were we to 
consider it upon one side ouly. It is a dialogue, or 
species of composition, which in itself requITes all 
the mastery of B complete writo~r with grace and 
spirit to 8UppOrt. We may add, that it must have B 

fable too, which necessarily requires invention, one 
of the rarest qualities of the human mind. It would 
aurprise UB, if we were to examine the thing critically, 
how few good original stories there are in the world. 
The most celebrated borrow from each other, and 
are content with 80me new turn J 80me corrective, 
addition, or embellishment. Many of the moot 
celebrated writers in that way can claim no other 
merit.. I do not think La Fontaine has one original 
story. And if we pursue him to those, who are his 
originals, the Italian writers of tales and novels, we 
ahall find most even of them drawing from antiquity, 
or borrowing from the Eastern world, or adopting and 
decorating the little popular stories they found cur
rent and traditionary in their country. Sometimes 
they lBid the foundation of their tale in real fact. 
Even after all their borrowing from so many funds. 
they are still far from opulent. How few stories has 
Boccace, which are tolerable, and how mnch fewer 
are there, which you would desire to read twice. 
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But thia general difficulty i. greatly increased when 
we come to the drama: Here a fable io c8oential; 
a fable which ia to be .conduded with rnpidity, 
clearnea., con.iatency, and .urpri.e, without any, or 
certainly with very little, aid from narrative. Thi. 
ia the reason, that generally nothing ia more <ij,ll in 
telling than the plot of a play. It ia seldom or 
never a good story in itoelf; and in thi. particular, 
80me of the greateat writel'8, botli in ancient and 
modern theatrea, have failed in the moot miserable 
manner. It ia well a play hM .till so many rcquwtca 
to complete it, that, though the writer .hould Dot 
aucceed in these particular., aDd tberL'i'ore ohould 
he 00 fur from perfectioo, there are otill enough left, 
in which he may pleaoe, at les. expcrue of labour 
to bimoeU: and perhapo too with more real Bllvau
tage to bia anditory. It ia indeed very difficult 
happily to excite the pMlioua, aDd draw the cha
racter. of men. Bot our natore lead. ua more 
directly to mch paintioga than to the invention 
of a otory; we are imitative animala; aud we are 
more naturally Jed to imitate the exertions of 
character and paaoioo, than to observe and deoeribe 
a oerieo of eventA, and to discover those relatiOll8 aDd 
dependenciea in them, which .. ill pleaoe. N otbing 
can be more ra..., than tbia qnality. HL'J'Cin, M I 
believe, eorurista the diJl'erenee between the inventive 
and the deoeriptive genina. By the inventive genina, 
I mean the creator of agreeable Cacto and iocidL'DU ; 
by the descriptive, the delineator of eliaracten, mao
DeI'II, and pasaWna. Imitation eaIla na to thia; 1I'e 
are in 80me """"" aImoot furced to it, and it ia com
paratively eaay. Mo..., ohoen-e the charade.. of 
men than the order of thing.; to the oDe 1I'e are 
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formed by nature, and by that sympathy, from which 
we are 80 strongly led to take a part in the passions 
and manners of our fellow-men. The other is,_ as it 
were, foreilr' and extrinsical. Neifher, indeed, Can 
anything be done, even in this, without invention. 
But. it is obvious that this invention is of a kind 
altogether different from the former. However, 
though the more sublime genius, and the greatest 
art, are required for the former, yet the latter, as it 
is more common and more easy, so it is more useful, 
and administers more directly to the great business 
of life.-mnts for an ES8ay on t~ Drama. 

DANCING.-Thos6 noble and majestic movements, 
which make part of the entertainment of the most 
wise, of the education of the most virtuous, which 
improve the manner. without corrupting the morals 
of all civilized people, and of which, among uncivil
ized people, the professors have their due share of 
admiration.-Speech against Warren Hasting8. 

APHORISMS. 

When ministry rests upon public opinion, it is not, 
indeed, built upon a rock of adamant i it has, how
ever, some stability. But when it stands upon pri
vate humour, its structure is of stubble, and its 
foundation is on quicksand.-Tlumght8 on the CaUlle 
of the pre8ent DisContent8. 

It should scem to my way of conceiving such 
matters, that there is a very wide difference in reason 
and policy, between the mode of proceeding on the 
irregular conduct of scattered individuals, or even of 
bands of men, who disturb order within the state, 
and the civil dissensions which may, from time to 
time, on great questions, agitate the several com-

T 
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munitieo which comp""" a great empire. It look> to 
me to be narrow and pedantic, to apply thc ordinary 
ideal of criminal justice to too great public oontcot. 
I do not know the method of drawing np an indict. 
ment against a whole people.-Speeck on ClI1ICilialUm 
1I1itk America. 

It is by lying dormant a long time, flt being at 
lint very rarely exercised, that arbitrary power oteal. 
upon a people.-Letter to tke Sheriff. of BrUtal. 

Civil wara &trike deepeot of all into the mannen of 
the people. They vitiate their politico; they C01T11pt 
their mf1t8ia; they pervert even the natural taote 
and relioh of equity and jUltice. By teaching III to 
consider our fellow-citizen& in a hootile light, the 
whole body of our nation beeomeo gradually leoa dCIII' 
to UI. The very nameo of all'ection and kindred, 
which were the bond of charity wb.ilot we II{,-reed, 
become new inccntiveo to hatred and nge, when the 
communion of our eonntry is diooolved.-Letter to 
tke Sheriff. of BrUtol. • 

Wise men often tremble at the very thing. which 
fill the thoughtleo& with oecurity.-Letter to tke Sher. 
iff' of Bri8tol. 

Calamity is unhappily the nanal eea&Oll of re1Iection; 
and the pride of men will not often mll'er ft8I01l to 
have any oeope until it can be no longer of oerviee.
Letter to tke Sheriff. of BrUtol. 

Nothing in ~on can rest on ita original 
plan. We may .. well think of rocking a grown 
man in the eradle of an infant.-Letter to tke SkeriJli 
of Bri8taL 

I know it ill eommon fflt men to uy, that ....,h 
and ....,h thing. are perfectly righ!;-.orery demrable ; 
but that, unfortunately, they are not practicable. 
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Oh! no, sir, no. Those things, which are notprac. 
ticable, are not desirable. There is nothing in the 
world really beneficial, that does not lie within the 
reach of an informed underatancling, and a well. 
directed pursuit. There is nothing that God has 
judged good for UB, that he has not given UB the means 
to accomplish, both in the natural and the moral world. 
If we cry, like children, for the moon, like children, 
we must cry on.-Speech on Economical Refrwm. 

Moderate affection, and satiated enjoyment, are 
cold and respectful; but an ardent and injured pas
sion is tempered up with wrath, and grief, and shame, 
and conscioUB worth, and the maddening sense of 
riolated right. A jealoua love lights his torch from the 
firebrandaofthe furies.-SpeechonEconomicalRefrwm. 

He ceuaurea God who quarrels with the imperfee
tionsof man.-Speech at Briatol premrmsto theEleetion. 

We know, and what ia better, we feel inwardly, 
that religion is the basis of civil society, and the 
source of all good and of all comfort. . . . . . We 
know, and it is our pride to know, that man is by his 
constitution a religioUB auimal; that atheism is 
against, not only our reason, but our instincts; and 
that it cannot preva.il 10ng_Rejlectioll8 on the Revo. 
lution in France. 

I never will suppose that fabric of a state to be 
the worst of all political institutions, which, by 
experi.ence, is found to contain a principle favourable 
(however latent it may) to the increase of mankind. 
-Rejleetioll8 011 the Revolution in France. 

Too much idleness, I have observed, fills up a 
man's time much more completely, and leaves him 
le8s his own master, than any sort of employment 
whataoever.-Lttter to Richard Skolcleton. 

TI! 
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The dignity of every occupation wholly depend. 
npon the quantity and the kind of virtue that may be 
exerted in it.-Refleclimu 1!11 lire Revolulion jn Fra1/£~. 

As ooon as a nation compelA a creditor to take 
paper currency in dillCharge of bis debt, there is a 
bankruptcy.-Thoughll on French Affair •• 

Republicanism repressed may have ita use in the 
composition of a state.-Remarkl on lire Poliq 0/ 
lire Alliu. 

Mercy is not a thing opposed to juotice. It is lin 
essential part of it; as neceasary in criminal cases, 
lIS in civil aWain equity is to Iaw.-Remarkl on II", 
Poliq 0/ lire Alliu. 

If we have deserved tbis kind of evil fame from 
anything we have done in a state of prosperity, I 11m 
lure that it is not an abject conduct in adversity that 
can clear our reputation. Well io it known that 
ambition can creep aa well as 108l'. The pride of no 
peraon in a fIouriohing condition is more juotly to be 
dreaded, than that of him who is mean and cringing 
under a donbtfuland unprospelOUl fortune-Lrilw. 
011 a RegicUIe Peace. 

Fraud and prevarication "'" eervile ncel. They 
sometimes grow out of the necessities, alway. out of 
the habita, of ,IaTish and degenerate opirito; and on 
the theatre of the world, it is not by uanming the 
muk of a DaVWI or a Geta that an actor will obtain 
credit for manly limplicity and a liberal openn_ of 
proceeding. It io an erect countenance, it is • finn 
adherence to principle, it io • power of reaioting Woe 
shame and frivolouo leaF, that aaaert our good faith 
and honour, and &IIIUJ'C to us the confidence of man· 
kind.-Let/WI 011 a Regicide PeMe. 

Contempt io Dot • thing to be deopioed. It may 
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be borne with a calm and equal mind, but no man 
by lifting his head high can pretend that he does 
not perceive the seems that are poured down upon 
him froni above.-Letter8 on a Regicide Peaa. 

Necessity, 88 it has no law, so it has no shame: 
but moral necessity is not like metaphysical, or even 
physical. In that category it is a word of loose 
.ignification,and conveys different ideas to different 
minds. To the low-minded, the slightest necessity 
becomes an invincible necessity. "The slothful man 
saith. There is a lion in the way, and I shall he 
devoured in the streets." But when the necessity 
pleaded is not in the nature of things, but in the 
vices of him who alleges it, the whining tones of 
commonplace beggarly rhetpric produce nothing but 
indignation; because they indicate a desire of keep
ing up a dishonourable existence, witho\lt utility to 
others, and without dignity to itself; because they 
aim at obtaining the dues of labour without industry ; 
and by frauds would draw from the compassion of 
others, what men ought to owe to their owu spirit 
and their own exertions. 

I am thoro)lghly satisfied that if we degrade our
selves, it is the degradation "hich will subject us to 
the yoke of necessity, and not that it is necessity 
which has bronght on our degradation.-Lettera on a 
Regicide Peace. 

It is no .trange thing to those, who look into the 
nature of comJpted man, to find a violent persecutor 
a perfect. unbeliever of hi. own creed.-Letler. on a 
Regicide Peace. 

Mercy, as we conceive, consists not in the weak
ness of the means, but in the benignity of the ends. 
We apprehend, that mild measures may be power
fully enforced: and that acts of extreme rigour and 
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injUBtice may be attended with 88 much feeblenesa 
in the execution, 88 oeverity in the formation.
Addre.. to the King. 

Charity is the only virtbe that I evcr he8Id of, 
that derived from its retirement any part of its 
Imtre; the others require to be oprcad ahroad in the 

. face of day. Such candles .houId not be hid under 
a bnohel, and like the illuminationo which men light 
up when they mean to exprea great joy and great 
magnificence for a great event, their .. ery splendoor 
is a part of their excelIence.-8peech agawl Warrm 
HflIlting8. 

Guilt 11'88 never a rational thing; it diatorta all the 
faculties of the mind, it perverts them, it leaveo a 
man no longer in the free nee of his reuou; it puts 
him into oonfnoion ••••• Men that are greatly guilty 
are never wise. ID their defence of one crime they are 
II1U'e to meet the ghost of 80JIle fonner defence, which, 
like the opectre in Virgil, clri'feo them back.-8peech 
again.rt Warrea Haning •. 

That discretion, which, in jndicatme, i.e weD 1I8id 
by Lord Coke to be a crooked cord, in legislature i.e 
a golden m1e.-Lelter.to Sir Hertuln LangrUhe . 

.Aa to the right of men to act anywhere aeoording 
to their plea.oure, without aDy moml tie, no such right 
exists. Men are never in a ortate of total indepen
dence of each other. It is not the condition of our 
nature: nor is it concei'fable hOW" any man caD pur
me a considerable 001D'II6 -~ ..etion without ita having 
lOme effect upon othero; or, of eounoe, without pr0-

ducing lOme degree of reoponoibility for hi.o eonduct. 
The NJuztiou in which men relatiYely otand produce 
the rn1eo aDd princip.... of that reIIpOIlSibility, aDd 
afford direetionA to pmdeual in exacting it.-Letter. 
OR /I RegieUk Petla. 
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EPITAPHS WRITTEN BY EDMUND BURKE. 

EPITAPH ON TUB MONUlIENT OP THE RIGHT HON'. WILLLUI 

DOWDESWELL, IN BUSBLEY CHURCH, WOBCE8TBRBBDlE. 

To the memmy of William Dowdeswell: repre
sentative in parliament for the county of Worcester, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in the years 1765 and 
1766, and a member of the King's privy council: a 
senator for twenty years; a minister for one; a vir
tuous citizen for his whole life; a man of unshaken 
constancy, inflexible integrity, unremitted indllBtry. 

His mind was generous, open, sincere: his man
ners plain, simple, and noble; rejecting all sorts of 
duplicity and disguise, as useless to his designs and 
odious to his nature. . 

His understanding was comprehensive, steady, 
vigorou_made for the practical business of the 
state. In debate he was clear, natural, and con
vincing. His knowledge, in all things which con
cerned his duty, profound: he understood, beyond 
any man of his time, the revenues of his country 
which he preferred to everything-except its liberties. 

He was a perfect master of the law of parliament; 
and attached to its privileges, until they were set up 
against the rights of the people. 

All the proceedings which have weakened govern
ment, endangered freedom, and distracted the British 
empire, were by him strenuously opposed; and hi. 
last efforts, under which his health sUDk, were to 
pl'flllcrve his country from a civil war, which, being 
nuable to prevent, he had not the misfortune to see. 
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He was not more reopectable on the public ecene, 
than amiable in private life. Immencd in the 
greateot affairs, he never loot the ancient, native, 
genuine Englioh character .;r a country gentleman. 

Disdaining and neglecting no office in life, he wao 
an ancient municipal magiotrate; with great care 
and clear judgment adminiatering j1l8tice, maintain. 
ing the police, relieving the diot_, and regulating 
the mannen, of the people in hi. neighbourhood. 

A h1l8band and father-the kindeot, gentk'1lt, mOllt 
indulgent: he was everything in hie family, except 
what he gave up to hie country. 

Hie widow, who laboon with life in order to form 
the minda of hie eleven children to the reoemblancc 
of their father, ereete thie monument. 

INBCBlP'llOlfOlf THE PEDB8'I'll or mE 8T.&TUB OF IIaOIW&O& 

u'V1LLB. llf TOBit CA.mEDBA..L. 

To the memory of Sir George Saville, Bart., who, 
in five mceeuive parliamentl, repreoented the county 
of York; the public love and eoteem of hie fellow. 
citizen.o have decreed thie monument. 

Hillife wao an ornament and bleeoing to the age 
in which he lived; and after hie death hie memory 
will continue to be beneficial to mankind, by holding 
forth an example of pure and unaffected rirtue, mOlt 
worthy of imitatiml, to the Iateot poorterity. 

He departed thie life January the 9th, 17'H, in the 
58th year of w. age, beloved and lamented. 

In private life he was benevolent and nncere; hie 
charitieo were exten.i .. e and eecret; hie whole heart 
"'&1 formed on principlel of geuero.ity, miJdn_, 
juotneae, and univenal eandour. In public, the 
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patron of every national improvement; in the senate, 
uncorrnpt;. in his commerce with the world, dis
interested. By genius entitled in the meaD8 of doing 
good; he was unwearied in doiDg it. 

DfSCRIPTIOK TO THB HARQUlB OF ROCElNGBAM, IN TBB 

IU.U80LBUll, NBAB WENTWORTH DaUBS. YOJlKSIIlRJL 

CHARLES, MARQUIS OF ROCKINGHAM. 

A statesman in whom constancy, fidelity, sincerity, 
and directness, were the sole instruments of his policy. 
His virtues were his arts. A clear, sound, unadulte
rated aense, not perplexed with intricate deaign, or 
disturbed by ungoverned passion, gave consistency, 
dignity, and effect to all his measures. In opposition 
he reapeeted the principlea of government; in ad
ministration he provided for the libertiea of the 
people. He employed hie moments of power in 
realizing everything which he had promised in a 
popular aituation. This was the distinguishing mark 
of his conduct. After twenty -four years of .ervice 
to the public, in a critical and trying time, he left no 
debt of juat expectation unsatisfied. 

By hie prudence and patience he brought together 
a party which it was the great object of hie labours 
to render permanent, not as an instrument of am
bition, but as a living dep08itory of principle. 

The virtuea of hie public and private life were not 
in him of different characl.en. It was the aame 
feeling, benevolent, liberal mind that, in the internal 
relations of life, conciliatea the unfeigned love of 
those who see men 88 ,they are, which made him an 
inJiexible patriot. He was devoted to the cause of 
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liberty, not becarue he 11'81 haughty and intractahle, 
but becauoe h& 11'81 beneficent and humane. Let 
his S1lCCeIIIOI'II, who from. thia hOUle hehold thia 
monument, reflect that their conduct will make it 
their glory or their reproach. Let them he per
maded that oimilarity of mannen, not proximity of 
blood, gives them an interest in this otatue. 

RBllDfna-RzsEIfBI&-PalUJn& .... 

A PART OF THE WILL OF EDHt:!1D Bt:RKE. 

If my dear IOU and friend had mrvived me, any 
will would have been UIlIleCeII8J'.Y; but oinoo it hu 
plea8ed God to call him to himaelf herore hio father, 
my duty can. upon me to make meh a diapooitiou 
of my worldly e1fecto 81 _ to my best judgment 
moo equitable and reuonable; therefore, I, Edmund 
Burke, late oC the pariah of St. 1 amea, Weotminoter, 
thongh su1lering under oore and inexprell&ll,1e aIIlic
lion, being of IODDd and diapooing mind, do make 
my last will and testament in manner following :-

Fint, aecording to the ancient, good, and laud
able enotom, of whieh my heart and undentand
ing recognise the propriety, I bequeath my ooul to 
God, hoping Cor hio mercy through the only meritI 
of our Lord and Saviour, lesuo Chriot. ~y body I 
deaire, if I .hould die in any place very convenient 
Cor ita transport thither (bnt not otherwiae), to he 
buried in the church, at BeaconIfield, near to the 
bodies of my deazest brother.,and my deareat lOll, in 
aD humility praying that, aa we have lived in perfect 



OP EDMUND BURKE. 419 

unity together, we may together have a part in the 
resurrection of the just. 

I wish my funeral to be (without any pnetilious
ness in that respect) the same as that of my brother, 
and to exceed it as little as possible in point of 
charge, whether on account of my family or of any 
others who would go to a greater expense; and I 
desire, in the same manner and with the same 
qualifications, that no monument beyond a middle
sized tablet, with a small and simple inscription on 
the church-wall, or on the flag-stone, be erected. I 
say this, because I know the partial kindness to me of 
some of my friends. But I have had, in my life-time, 
but too much of noise and compliment. 
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