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'Tp'THE 

PEOPLE OF IRELAND. 

I DEDIC~TE to yo.u the following Speeches" 
for' tc? you they peculiarly bel~ng; they were 

delivered in defence of your rights and your 

liberties; and the, contributed to make Ire

land an independent nation. 

They abound with precepts· of philosophy, 

of morality, and of ~eligion; and are founded 

in the spirit of genuine liberty. They furnish 

instruction to statesmen. and to ministers, and 

contain advice for the p~ple' and the King. ' 

If th.ey should contribute to the public good, 

they will accomplish the object of a life passed 

in the 'service of'.hiscountry. ' 
~ :-:. 1.,';4 
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And that the principles. which they contain 

may tend to make the· Sovereign. secure and 

beloved, and his subjects prosperous and free, 

Is the hereditary wish 

Dublm, 
N9vemb~rds~r-

of your Countryman, 

HENRY GRATTAN.; 
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T'HE~i!);1\rolunie§i"mayJfierve "aIVari':Irrdei to'tlle His. 
\fury ,or.Ireland.' ,', ;Theyexplain the1fornV of'· govern. 
m,entpriot,tOthe',!>eriod '()f17~~; and't!iii oppressive 
1a~~··itnpo~e.~·:·iip~~~li~"!h.~h.·p~1?p~e;:~a!!d .~ho~~~t 
what·· measures 'tnelr- . situation " was" altered' and, 1m. 
:proved ;:.theyset'.forth:the eondition)'·bf·\th€ I!?~an 
Catholic, and. ,th~. proST~~!i ma4~~,~ r~p'ea~irig ',14e 
laws '}i, \vp~ch 'h~.was, aggr~ey~a;·· theY:.'comprise the 
(best ,period of the Irish'nation,"the'tise and fall of" 
her IndependentC~nstituti<tn... .' .,:. ',' l \:."l.~r 
f<,·Thespeeches·have,,' been·,collecte'd 'from the most 
(authentic sources.to which. the . .Editor~c6uldl procure 
(a9pe~~~,:~"s,()m!'; ofJhe~ ... Jl~yE;WflPpe~l:~d,iJlMr. Grat. 
,t~~'s. ~~7t:iDI.~~ .. an4,.~,~E;r."~[h" ~~~~ W,~l:~ r~'yised or 
.~gte~. ~i h~m~,. T~~ ~,a~te;r. ~ .. i<;:h Jt,;W~thought ne· 
cessary to connect w~th the several speeches, has 
been carefully selected ; but where the subjects are so 
numerous and various, errors mayhave in3:dvert~ntly 
oc~u;r;ed~" 'l'h~ lis~. o(!hedivi~ion~i ()~ S??te ipwot~ap.t 
9.'l.es~~~~ Pl1ve , been mserted,.:'VltA ,a)V1ew to ren~er 
justi&!.~ ,~t.o. .. ~h~ memory .0f,hopo~1:abte.~~eIli (and to 
:1lansmitto posterity the names,·,oflthose who stood 
forwaI'd.:in 'defence of the Fceedoffl; lihd ~Constitution 
(of their'Countty" '; .. ,. :." ,', '''',,':1((:. ncj; .... m. .:,,~" 

• ~t.. J ~ ... 

,\;:.Mr..: ,(1xatt~It; se1dQm, w..rote'1 ou~orJfnote than .~tlfe 
heads of his speech, and th.e principal arguments on 
·which he: meant to rely, and it was' only at the .in~· 
stance of his, friends that he could be induced tQ, 



INTRODUCTION. 

give' in writing tlle substance of what "he had spoken. 
There remain several absttac~s of important subjects, 
but in a state" too imperfect to be of' any service. 
"Several of .hisspeeches have, in consequence, beeh 
lost, and among these several ~f the early ones, 
which he always considered as the best. Nothing 
remams of those on. the Irish embargo in 1776; 
on the employing 4000 Irish troops in America; 
on the repeal of Poyning's law; "the Irish tenantry 
bill, the pension list, and the free trade in 1779. 
At that period, the debates in the Irish parliament 
were not reported with any degree of correctness. 
so that not only the speeches In question, but 
those alSQ of the other leading characters of that day, 
are for ever lost to posterity. It is to be regretted, 
that Mr. Flood has left but. little behind him, and 
that Mr. Burgh, Mr. Daly, and Mr. Yelverton, have 
leitnothing. . We can form 110 just idea of their 
ability, of their eloquence, of their constitutional 
principles, .and their able arguments on behalf of the 
freedom of their native land; and though the fame
of these great men is known by their acts, and though 
it lives, recorded in the annals of' their country, . yet 
justice is not rendered to their memory. since . it 
remains deprived ofthe bold and splendid monuments 
which were reared by these strenuous asserters of 
liberty, and which would have perpetuated the el~ 
,quent evidence of tIleir virtues, their talents, and 
their achievements. 

The style of Mr. Grattan's speakiogwas s.trikingly 
.remarkable,- bold, figurative, and empassic;med; al. 
ways adapted to the time and circumstance, and 
peculiarJy well suited to the taste and temper of" the 
audience that he had to address. His speech on 'the 
.declaration of right, it is said, was ddivered with a 
. 13 
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~ngldar degr~e of enthusiasm, and some individuals 
,who were p!,"esent deClared that,. towards ,the con
.~lusion, they almost fancied it was the speaking of a 
.Joan ~ho w .. as inspired. Much must be attributed to 
,tbe spirit-stirring subject theIi under di,scussion; 
much also to the fervent character of. Irish eloquence, 
'and last, though not least, to the ru:dent genius and 
''animated . nature of .~ individual. whose min,d ~as 
'rr~ught. with a just sense of his country's WJ;'ongs, 
and who was -impelled by the powerful II?-otives of 
affection, of duty, and of patriotism~ 

Towards his latter days, paulo ,diferhueratoraiio • .In 
the latter part of h~s career~ hiS argumeJ;lts were more 
,closely arranged; there was less ornament, but more 
fact and reasoning, less· to dazzle the sight, and 
more to convince the und~rstanding; there was 
nothing open, nothing chinky, it'.was welded iron, it 
was beaten steel, it was' a panoply on ~ sides roulld, 

. undique tectum, tutumque. 
Perhaps nothing was more r~markaWe than the 

difference in tqe auditory that he· had to' address in 
.th~ Irish .and the Imperia~. Parliament, and the com· 
plet~ sl1ccess that attended his efforts in both countr~es. 
~nthe English House, his course was comparatively 
tranquil; .. but in Ireland it was different, 'we opus, 

,ftfC labor, he had to awaken a~d inspirit an oppressed 
'nati~n, ; not yet grown to a knowledge of ,her rights, 
pro a . sense of her importance; to inculcate in the 
mInds of the people, the value of' a free Constitu. 
~ion; to mark the wfongs to -\vhich tner had 'been' 
aoomed}o submit; to instruct them what they had 
a,right.to demand; and to shake off the chains 
"which had not only curbed their· action, but cramped 
their understanding. Meanwhile' they were to be 
cautioned and protected against the headlo,ng cOl1rse~ . 
almost inseparable from great popular Dodiesseeking 
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t 9Jli2f:r~:,: r.(d t·.'"". l.,· ; . '. , .. , , 
fA~brdOlJgJ 19St rigllts~, and natural, even aft~t thei~ 
.rlcrf1P.Y.~)," t,Je3;St.t~,at. in shaking off the supre~a~yof 
QJJ%~;J;B,~i~a~~ ,,' ~he ,connection, betwe,en,' the, t~~ 
fP~t~e~, .sh~uld, b~ endangered; and revolubop 
~9ou,ld, y~r~~ ~o~ards separati,on." ' 

~- Here he hadneell 
All cjr~uUlspectjon. 

'i~reiand'liad been flO arbiira~ily' governc.:d,and the 
people were so' oppressed, that it'was 'a 'mattei' of 
Hanger' a"Swellasboldness, ev~nto state the'griev.4 
hn~es or. the rights' of the subject ; 'Molyneux; 
~Wift" and Lucas, ,were singular and illustrious eX,;. 
~mp~es of this' melancholy' truth; the' champions of' 
ltish liberty,; and her martyrs; the writings of the 
firs~we1"e burned~ those of the second prosectited~ 
,£n~' the person: of the third was banished. Primate 
~~ul~er~ in his 'letters, says the works of Swift' e_ni 
(langered the connection; the Irish' governmEm£ 
dWete'cf a ~eward for t,he discovery of the author # 
¥d'proceeded against the printer in a manner the 
rllost ',aJ."bitrarjr "and ,unconstitutional.' TlieBtitisf1 
Iro'use of Commons resolved, that the celebrated 
~Brk'bf: Molyneux, ", The Case Q[ Ireland,'" was dan,;. 
gerous 'and. seditious, and calculated to shake the 
dijJend,ence of Ireland upon Great Britain! The 
ghlnd: jury presented the writings of Lucas; tile 
judgecoride~med them, the House' of Commons 
denounced, them, and the author was banished from 
hi~corititry~-that country whose liberties he-had 
ilsseije'd.' 'N'e:ver was such a thraldom known in any 
age· o~ nation' ~ : th~ people had' neither law' nor Ii::. 
b~Uy,'( ,nO,I- . educ~tiori, nor' manufacture; nor com:. 
irie'rce f,' the House of Commons' could origin'ate no;' 
'ifiibg; llle' 'Privy' -Council' could ruter-'or \ 'suppress 
their bills; the Parliament was during the life of the 
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King; the judges were dependen~oll his pleasure; 
th~' customs~nd exCise:were granted t6·ltti~o~ro,*H 
'fbr·:~vef~·the mutiny bill was "tierpeMal,fr'fiUiiiiV· 
factures' were '., 'discouraged, . and: ,ttad.e.' prblii6if~dl 
AS"' to' the Catholics~ they were a i prosc'riocq J raclr, 
and, poss~ed neither rights' 'ofpers6n~. ~of'l'pi'operlY~ 
or of religion. An idea of the mode of government 
can be formed' from thiscitcl11llsiarice,."that it was 
not until the·time of Jame& the Fust that,themur
del'; pf., a~'1rishman was considere4a~rime';. 1.t wa~ 
merel'y~, a~ .DfI'ence punishable by ,fine. Such, lla4 
1>een.,th~ ;stat~. of. Ireland. Every thing: .wasterr()T~ 
.desolation, and ,rapine! , ',' /: 
': r Titne; had removed, some, ;and: ,perhaps'softene~ 
!}lany. of th~seevils ;. habithad render~d, others .1es~ 
~n~olerable, and the ~ative ~~aracterof,the,!nhapi~i 
~Il~had done, much to: mItigate ~hesevel1tY.,Q(.~ 
b~b!1r()us code. But.it was",not untir~h~ 'P.~riQ~dif 
l1S~ ~hat the system was overtqrned. t~e ra~~; ye~tig~ 
pf.)c,ivi1 tyra~ny was effaced" and the da~n Qt:r~~~; 
giqU!~ lil>erty at length began to appe~r, 'T~~:p~tri~t$ 
QLth~t ~a)Tt undertQok, this ,HerculeatlJa~?~~>; !~n,~ 
p~~erJlli,Iled: to cleanse the island frolllcentpr ,~<?:,f,i[r 
.CH~fer~nc~. ,they,commenced, wit~ ~al;ltioD;,',~P~ ,P;fPri 
~~~d~d:, with temper, wittI inoderati9n, and,;witf}, nr~-; 
:~~!iS. Mr!'~Flood and Mr. Yelverton.,sel~~ted·~h(r.if. 
pf~oynings; Mr. G. I>.,Bushe, the.~erp~tJlal,l\{llt~n.~ 
,»m ~ i'"Mroi Gardiner and Sir HercllleS: 'J:.~gr,lsH~f 
tQ~:il~~~a),; Gode;, Mr. Grattan:an.~. Mr· J3;~pw:~1?:t 
;attacJ{e(l:J;b~,S1,lpremacy of the ~ptlsfL ~l1r~~fl~~q,~ 1\ 
~f. ~u,rgh and ~r~ ])aly ~ssistE1d in,alJ,t,lies~f~a~~~u~ 
.epeF9:tiOP.H ,,antJ, ~he :m~etings,~t J;~afl~~o~t ,lJo~~~ 
s'llP,~,rin~pq~~ ,an.d. ditectecl th~ )v~()l~\J tliry. ,~1fS 
.atntg~t~!f.~€t,#m~,sppport~d,b'y~r~at.~Yfi).~~Ji~Y~A~11 
A.D;wJ:~~a.ii:.~a,t,; I ,the" ;4epres~~cl ,S¥tt@ ,9f;Tt4~r (ortq.P.~li. 



xiv INTRODUCTION ~ 

of Great Britain ; and the weakness ofLord'Nort~'g' 
administration. They seized' the· opportunity with' 
promptitude and, judgment; they procIaimed'aloml 
the grievances and injuries of the nation~ and' 
the rights and libelties to which she was' entitled· 
by compact ~nd by nature. The tone which ~hey 
assumed \Vas strong, because it was ,necessary; fori 
the' only way to recover the lost liberties of the 
country was by an -appeal to the people. . To make' 
that appeal was 'easy; but to make it with success 
was' a matter of difficulty; and herein consists the' 
great merit of the men of that day, and in particular 
of Lord Charlemont. and Mr. Grattan;; . They ex..;'· 
cited a great body; they roused them to a sense of 
their country's wrongs; .they appealed to.their spirit~ 
they applied to their passions; they invoked in aid' 
every sentiment and feeIlllg likely to operate on the 
mind ofa sanguine and -a sensitive people, - shame. 
pride, indignity, honor, and revenge. This body thei· 
not ,only, called into action, but they directed its 
resOlves, controlled its motions, ana guided. all its oper. 
ations, with surprising wisdom and dexterity. Their 
modetationwasthe more singular, as their power and 
resoUrces were great. Not' a showy troop of hOfse~ 
or Ii raw company of foot, but a nation in ,arms ;; .:....; 
the body of the, people instructed, trained·; disci. 
plin~d, ·and· headed by the nobility and aristocracy 
of the kingdom~N ever was there beheld so glo~ 
rions a crusade in the cause of justice and of free~ 
dom.Neve,r was there a political navigation IIi 
which lay so many shoals, and so few channels,' in 
which such false lights were held out to' the inex~ 

• "i 
.• See the return and list Of the volunt~ers in the Appendix to 

the Miscellaneous Works of Mr. Gr~ttan. ' , ,-", 



p~ril1qc~ ·l1latU),e1'8;, :f\nd yet,. in iWl:ti<;h, amidst aU .the ... 
v:p;jqus.,3:Q.d, '. complicatell,dapgel's .; that . surrounded; 
tQ~Wt th~, y(!sse}, of, the statewas.pil()tedwithi such . 
a~Djli.ra.bl~!~~~~adin.ess and dextetity, .. notJlnerely in. 
sl\fety t ;~.ut, w;ith triu~ph.; .... ~.,. '.,. . 

.; t~ si!lgu1a~and .~em~rabie Revolution of 1782,. 
de~igt}ed.byL~rd ,Charlemollt. anq MJ,'; Gratta~ was.· 
effectec\ by the vo1unte.ers; ;~hei~bold but judicious' 
l"e~olve~ 'pn 'ttte' s~at~ of the· country ~their ad" 
dresses Jo:the popular lIle~bersJ and -the answers, 
or, rat1i~r)headyice given to them in ·answer ; . their 
military .meetings;, their provincial r-eviews; their 
inar#al a.ir; their regulated 'deportment,· and their. 
terp,peiate language, n()t merely excited ··a spirit ,0£ ' 
liberty, but: diffused a union and harmony through<
tmt all classes of men, aHd contributed to aecoln ... 
pl~sh the:objec.t:which theideaders had in view. The. 
popular p~rtyin the House ofComrnons, thus en ... 
cduraged from. without,became emboldened, ,and. 
aC4uirt;d strength, and spir~t,· feeling. such :a. body at; 
haIidto aidand·suPPOl't them.; Meanwhile,the go
vernment beheld in silence, ~yentswhich it )lad ·nQ: 
io~g~r· thep~wer to' control.. TIle ministerial 'pIlJ'ty 
gradiially· became weaned from .theiJ,' habitual· 
obelliefice . ~o the' mandates. :of the ·government. 
Tliey'abate~somewhat oftheil' oppositi~n to the, 
me,a~u~es of the patriotic members ; and. some.,9f 
th~ even held negotiations' with the.' chiefs.of 
the opp()siti~n. .Thus, by a rare and, felicitous 
union~ was that great question· ~arried. which Ml;' '. 

Grattan had so often proposed ;. thus was . a,! great 
tevolu~ioneffected without 'bloodshed; .and thus: 
ditlrelaild at length become an independent nation • 

. To the strenuQUS exertion~ of a few patriot$ she 
owed lier liberty;' . she was ~also. indebted for it to her. 
own moderation,; tne volunteers stated their griev. 
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1I.nces.simply. but fi11llly ; they felt they had ar~s if!: 
their hands. and knew ,they would be more fonn1:d~ 
able if they used the language of discretion. With. 
host of grievances they avoided clamour; with many 
threats,to deter. and artifices to deceive, they stoo4-
firm ,and unmoved j and. with great and grave auth~ 
l'ity to mislead, them. ~hey ,remained' unsed uced and 
un,terrified. After they had recovered the indept'nd. 
ence of their. country, they proceeded no further, 
and in their, moderation they discovered true great
ness. They form :10 rera in the history of mankind; 
they exhibit to posterity a splendid example ; and 
show what a nation can achieve, when governed by it. 
spirit of union, and ,influenced by the principles of 
.liberty" 
. To establish Mr. Grattan's fame for eloquence, a 

few. select speeches might have sufficed; but to 
'preserve the record of his political life was a. service 
of greater value. To transmit the enti~e of his publi~ 
conduct to posterity. was a debt due not only to the 
individual, 'but to the nation; on hit part to show hi~ 
early and inc~ssant' anxiety for· her welfare i his 
repeated efforts. on her ' behalf; his attachment" tQ 
Irish independence and to British connection; to. the 
interest of the Prote~tant ~s .well as the rights of th~ 
Catholic; and, in the service of both, his long, his 
unwearied, and, to use his own words. his .desperate 

fidelity. On the part, of Ireland, too,. it was inCUlJl. 
bent to po~rtray her . wrongs; her struggles for 
freedom; her deliverance from politiCal thraldol11 ; 
her. ,progress, in the' cause of civil and religiolls 
liberty; :and likewise to record the noble eifort!l of 
those patriotic men,·who • .in 1800, were proofagainbt 
temptatiqn and ·menace; and who under every dis
advantage .honourably stood forth io. defen4. and 
preserve her independent constitution. and remove . 
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irbijnliclicl)a'rict~r Hie·lasting"'disgr:ice.~· bf': hivbrg 
b"aiefy ~dtatJie righ~'3 andlibertie's of their ~couiitfyt! i 
~ ~Ir/9"rittan's argument .on ·the questiorrol! simpr • 

. repeil,:. a,!G. Mr. Flood's' two speeches, . togetllEir· 'WitH 
hiS~ defence,' have been' inserted 'in ·the· App~dirtct 

. tfle;FirsfVOlume.;, It was the wish of:Mt • .Grattaii 
bial :,lheY0. ShOlild: 'be 'published·' aloitg -:witli' '~i9 
.L ~-ei.l1arks~:"'; the point in dispute can'a~ the' present 
d'aY:i>ccaSlon: :no:illterest. ito 'mantit Will appear to 
ti~velleeii'orlginan1 of little lnOinent;··, Whether the 
etaim"0f- England t6 make la~ts for I("eland . \Vag 

~xftngui~Iied~ bY'an act' of repeal;' or reimnciatiolT, or 
.disct~nier::: -\\'hether, 'the. proceedings were simple 
Of "complexj,'effected by'asingle' act of parliament, 
oF by a course of treaty (which latter was the case ) i 
Can-now be;ofliitleconcern, and at'tbe'moment was 
bot wOrth ··the' cayil, inasmucll as the question was 
efl!:~tual1y settle<J; 1st, Ireland and, her:voluntee~ 
Iiaying ;denied' and 'resisted' the claim of England,) . 
a~a. (~n,(l,: England,' her parliament. and. her 'courts'o£ 
,Ndicafiire.: having ceased'to exercise the power., .lli 
fills' nctlous;therefore, to complain 'of the: wording .0£ . 
k lneisnre which;" tffect was" accomplished. n.n.d w;tS 
r':l1tfgtiarill~t~d by the consent of the. constituted 
a~tbbriti~·.ofboth ~slallds. The·questiOli. ~howev.er.i 
~t.e::jise .::to more serious consequences ,thanthtJ 
inemhlabie.'dispilte between Mt. Grattaq;.aild .. Mr.; 

. FIood~f ;Iftended tb excite a' spirit of; diSContc:.nt..ili;.. 
IfeIand ;<.tocreate·a-distrust ~f Englandr~nd .. ~t.thd. 
yery~ollient ~at the latter was yie1ding,to1DeaSur.eS 
nlosbadvantageous-' and beneficial to1 the..fo,oner,: le
~fu;t:~ ~doubt- on .I!er, sincerity, ;it:checked ~he.fll,U· 
c!a.reet);ofnational gratitude, and sowed;iti thq lr~b 
b(j~m' c:fresh- ,seeds of jeaJonsy t· \Vhenj~everYi JfeClling 
~dilla,lla~i! heen: ,that ; of;~o~cord;,i~]1nd:ev~~ .lj~tlfk 



,~fIl~ ~~~0~141,av~ be'1u that of satisfaction~ , F urtlu~r, 
}t:~gstror~d . the friendshIp that subsiste~, ,b~~w~~:n 
t;wo; 1n~Hyiduals, whpse co-op~ration. COlil? ~eyer,p!l:~e 
.~ee:~ SQ )veU employed as m, the serv1ce,()f th~lr 
:c()untri; ,and whose united efforts, as it subsequently 
:,~p~il~~d" ,were bu! .scarc~suffi.cient, (as they'w~~e . 
. 1,l1dlSpensabllf reqUiSite,) to securelhenew-llom 
J~'e~d?mandcommerce ofthei~ country.~ ,," ';,;," 
. 'J:'he chief me,asures that¥r. Grattan supporte~, 
and,' many of which, he proposed and carried, we,re:.,s 
!olIows : ~ the Free Trade of. 1779; the Tenan,try 
,Bill of 1780 .; the Independent Constitu,tion of.! ~~1 ; 
~~e Repeal of the La'Y of Poynings, brough't ~nby 
¥r. Y~lver.ton; a, limited Irish Mutiny Bill, intr9-

.duced ·by.Mr. Gervase P~rker Bushe;. theRoni'~n 
Ca!h'olicBiIls of 1778 and 1781, proposed.:~, 
.~Ir.l:.uke Gardiner; that of 1792, by Sir" Herc~l~s 
~~ngrishe; that;of 1793, brought in byMr! Hobart;, 
that in the Imperial Parliament, in 181~.: Bfsid~s 
th~e"were vatious measures and resolutions~ which 
jh~j>t:opos~din . the Irish parliament, in favor \ '~ftqe 
Rom,a~ C~tholics; the pr,oceedings of theopP9siti~p. 

~ . .. - ~ ". 

;Lea~es of lives renewabl~'for ever is a species 'of' tEma~by 
very common in Ireland. Unless the tenant, on the expiriltioa bf 

·.nut. lives;. . applied within a given time. for . new, ones ,his interest 
was gone -; and 'to preserve ·the tenant.'s right from, forfeiture, W~8 
the object of this bill. The circumstances attending the measure 
'~t;on~ly ma~k the . sense of justi~e which actuated Mr. Grattan • 
. J\:n intimate friend of his requested him to delay the bill f01' ten 
• 'flays, In order tbat he might institute 1egal proceedings, and ren
l,4e"yoidl~ses. of very consi!1erable value, but Mr. Grattan,re
,fused th~ ·reque~t. His own case, however, was more remarhble. 
'Much' of .his prpperty consisted in tenancies or this sort;, and a 

'verrvaluable lease had been forfeited to" him, and would have 
,augmented. hiS ,income more than a thousand a year, but he waived 
J~ forfeiture, Bent to the teJ;lant, grantedthe renewal, and, accepJ
fin~ th.e9Jd !ent'J~~s,ga1(fa~ay fgr ever his right to a c'1nsi~~-
able property. ' . 
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'wlfh:l'~gard t<>:thePdnc-ti Jt W~lles;at ~heperW~F6f 
the: regency.' in; 1789; the' Plab~ Bili. "thd 'Pension 
'nm.T~iif!the- ;Re~ponsibi1l't!.>Biii~, bi-o~g~~,- ~~,' ~y 
~i. -Fol'bes; vafldtis' J;llotIons regatding'!ith'es, 
~regiitdhjg- 'reti-enchment ;" to 'controi' -thC'~"piiblJC 
1~*~eiidiiUl;e'~ :toreduce thetommission~rsbt EYcci~e 
~fi(t-l1eveinie; to' '}-eguiate the Chan~ei b~ad~-~' 'to 
pbtaiiI for Ir~landli traiiewith'Chini and the; E~st 
r~~4i~sT,t~e 'bill f'or,ReE6rm' fn' PlirJjament~ bt:0:ught 
~;I!i' ~y',¥1-. :'V. B: ,J;>onsonby. which he dedar¢d. \V~s 
~~t;,~l~e~lti~ its:pr()~isiOilS. 'arid .iridispeQsable fOi-the 
hbhtles of Ireland; , 
;:~ ltIltpi-r6~ip~I"rri~asure~, w,hkhhe" 0pp'0se4 \fete 
'thet:~lebrah;dCommetCiar Propositions, Introduced 
'b,Y";Mr. :O~de;as. altered by Mr.l?itt; the sal~6f 
liondrs<ln ;ihe House of Peers, to'purcha'se seits' wr 
~ive~:;in~t in the Ifouse OfC()lrtIDons;; t~e.l>rp
c~edu;lgs !l<,lopted on the recal ,of Lord Fitzwdltaqt , 
~~~~:~o.~~~Iliio~ Bi,li,. idit,odli~ed ,~~: ~Jt~c;:t~t?~ :t}!e" 
melf~u~es'< ptlfslied' xn the, adm:l,nisttatl0h'~f p>td 
Camden; ,theGtinpqwder Bm;-thenisar~a:ment 6f 
t&~JNoFtk; the ProcIamati'im' of General Lak~J'aiid 
!p:~~x,~e~ses()t; the. Military: Jhese, all ~alled< \forth 
Jlis;strtlnuollS opposition. _ 
l')~1n 'lSOO'lte'caine into Parliament purposely: 'to' 
b" 'tiki tlii!l Viz/on. ' ' " ,'I 
l:f-R..'1(rt <'<":1 '1'/"<",. :.:- .... , ~" "', _.:. ':. r 7'~ ',~,' :' • .1 /- ;'d 
llilllrb W,~ )lllpel;tal Parhamentpe ,; repea:tedlY:,Hl~f9-
-dUc.~dAb.~,ltqman "Catholi~ QuestioJ;l~ and,~eadi 
sUcceeded'in carrying his Bill thl-ougn the Hoqse. 
!~e:~eas~f~'being' de~eatedonly ~y:t~~aj?ptt~~ 
to4t~;~'The) other questlOns of'moment on' WhICh' lie' 
~PP1f~;,\Y~~~ ~heOr~ers'i~Goun~il~, the,W111cl1~r~}1 
,ExpeditioQ;' tre motion of Lord Archibald Hamilton, 
:regardirrg;LordCastlereagh rthe 'question' I of, Irish' 
'Titfie~; ~lie" grant i to; Maj1noofh' College; ,I 'ihe'Hfsh 
'a ~ 
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Convention Act; the Irish Insurrection Act; the 
W8.'t \.whh\'\Buonaparte' in 1815; 'arid "some' ra~al 
~a~tii~\:-with"\\tega:rd 'to Irehtnd': these' lcOinill'ise 
aI1rbost:lth~ "\yhote iof hispar1iamentarycareer~ ',' '-
=frrheJgpee'ches ori~the Declaration ,of Right an.d on 

the !tgma~ ~at,holicQuestion, are those be~tpre:.i 
se1tvei.J.,/ati~ afford fine specimens' of eloquence : 'they 
atJef'.condei'veclil1 ''the 'gelluine spilit of freedom and 
t,6~eratioh,; '3:nd 'are i~epl:etewith practical lesson,s : of 
cliaHty and't·eligion.: ' " . '" ,~ 
: 'When the, Catholic, Question was 'first' introduced 

iil'theliis'h House; Mr. Grattan~ (and Mr.<Dcnls! 
,Biow.nt:, who' supported 'it): could scarcely obtain a' 
hearing, and such was"the spirit of the times'that~' 
wheri: the: petition 'of' tbe noman Catholics ~as 
re)ec,te~,·Sii· Henry' H~l'storlgebrdught' it 'down',t,d 
thebilr Rnd aCtually kicked i~ out of "the hoU:se~ 'The' 
question; 11~wever~' ,graduaUy made 'way: it was 
enf6rced 'by Mr •• Grattan'with peculiar ~arnestness~ 
fot; his uniform' opinion was, that that question must 

1 

decide the fate of Ireland as a nation; and' that tie) 

other rnethod' remained for the country to l>reserve 
hericonstitution, except by enrolling all cl~sses in hel" 
ranks; and imparting to allllel' citizens' equal' ri~hts 
and \pt:i-viIeges. "Concessions to the Roman Catholics 
had gone; Pari Passu, with the fi'eetrade 'and ind~:' 
,peildence of the' country j the relaxations, in' 1778 
arid 1781, were mainlyinstruinental to carry 'the 
great' events of 1779 and 178~; impressed with the 
idea of its extreme necessity, Mr. Grattan urged re .. i 
p~!tedly the question of Emancipation ; and' never did' 
he prophesy so trulyas when he exclaimed, U The day 
you' '1'~ect the Catholic Question that day you' 'Vote: tile 
Union.'" H~ entertained in 'the Imperial ParIiament( 
a'similar'sense of' its importance, and -in "one of his' 
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ra~teJ; spe~che~ he, in like ma~nerfsay~~uur'~.l!~'y!JI/W 
r~f{~t !~e~tltolic Question you i'Oo.te.',t/le.;:s.epar;ll}i9f1£!Mr. 
. the two Cauntries/', Tl1e paper. whi!,:h,hi1 gjcJ~~e,~\;ft; 
fe.'Y 'lOurs before his :death, ~contai~~ a},f~lwr::;~~n-
fir~afion of this, his solemn convj.ctjon,) ,e.-.~' (, j-I ~ 1 [1 

',' J.IJe Cominercial. Propos\tions i~ J7~g,~ d.J,"¢~fq~~l.Jc 
t~~~ctive.opposition .. of th~ .~istocracy pC; Jr.elan!I,t 
and foused all.the spirited.~~~rtions o~' Mr~Grat,tan, 
and' Mr. Flood.. It was Mr. Grattan~s opiniqn, Vtai:W 
a.4op~ed as at firSt proposedtheywouId,haves~rved 
II:'f!land ... ,but .' he . advised that Mr. Ord~ should.i;lot. 
~~r. ,~be question, unle~s h~ was certain tha~ itcol~Idj 
be ,carried. The minister .. however;. pretended_.~T{ 
imagined t~at he couIe! succeed; and ~ccordingl.Y.t~ll; 
r~so~utions w'ere _pr~di but ~en to'these \\:e~lJ1 
adfl~d ten mo~"C~ prep~red. by~lr~ .Pitt, ~~e .of wtri~h . 

-r~quired the assent of the Irish parliament to flU ~9m,., 
~E!q:ial acts, to be- a~opte4 by Great' Brit~, -t\l.~ 
If!~.h. people naturaHT imagined ; that ·this ·~a$.-{ ag 
a.~t~m.P~ by the British. minister~. to~ reassu~El' ,£0-'::, ~~ij 
cp~ptry: ~ legislativ~ power .over- Jreland,-,a.nqj ~~e); 
Iqy~]y, e.~daimed against; th~m ... ,Auhelrish; im)poli~ 
ti<ms, ~ngland. g~ew' alarmed for- he~ commer~e.i~ at 
tl)~ii;t;nglish propoliitions,. It:,eIand trembled: fQ(':~.r 
cPJl_sytt!tiop~ The .Engllsh manufactwing (o","IJ!I, ~eJ~ 
s~~~<l ~itlta panic, and . under that.. influ.enc~~ j1t~y 
l~qe4,t.!te table of ,the House,. of Comm,qQs,- :whh 
p~1#iQn~tl!~st nu~erous,andiQ.their sentiments a~d 
apw~~e,n~ionlJ' the' most extravagant. Th~ Bill intr9~ 
dp'5y«;l)jy~:Mr~ qtde was accprdingly condemned, ~Qll 
t4e.\mea~ure was prudentIyabandoned., , . . j 

~J'h~subject of tithes. .was.one ,thatoccupiC(t.in_lt~·h .. 
oL~1l'< 9r.a,ttall's att~ntion~ . .JJ:i~ labom; anQ researcJl' 

. oP;i~h.~{}uestion,'yenLimm~ns~ •. ; TI~e papers, ~!le 
~tatements, and calculations, ii·om various parts of' the 

a 8 



c,c?uqtry~ ,oq ~liat important subject, and ~lisremal:k~ 
up~~, .th~m, would comprise a large. volume; an,d *e, .fa,c~s which they state, and many of which ap-. 
re,m;jq Mr~ G,rattan's speeches, fiun.ish strong and 
~~land~o}yproofs ~fthe gl'eat defect which still exist~ 
in t~s, part of the domestic system in ~reland. The 
Barren Land Bill was the only part of his plan which 
succeeded. Prejudice and interest roused a powerful 
body to oppose a measure which wO,uld have pro . 

. tected the peasantry from great oppression, - have, 
secured to the church an ample provision, and which 
many individuals of the establishment ~fterwards 
regrt:tted had not proved successfuL 

The Regency was the first and severest trial of the 
. Irish constitution. When. the accomits of' His 
Majesty's illnes~,. in 1789, a~rived £I'om England, . it; 
was contended by the partisans of the govern~ 
ment that the interference' of Ireland was an 
l!~~rped ~xet:c;ise of t;ight, and on~ . incompatibl~, 
'with Jhe connection between the two countries.} 
&~~~. ~rgu~ents, an~ such terrors, eagerly propa
g~t~d qy. th~ old opponents of the independenc~' of: 
tJ1~ ,country, ",ere refuted by the event;, and by thel 
cowilJ..ct of the leaders. of th~ opposition, who sh9wedt 
th~~ the regard with which' t~ey v~ewed theco~nec.J 
tipn behyee~ the .two countries was not ress .s~<;r.edJ 
than; t1;lat which. t~ey entertained for the cOl1stitut~on'l 

,¥r. Grattan. t~ok a.principal and a decided part. 
on t!ta~ ()c.c;as~on; and, whatevel' of faction (if an)'J: 
t~~re was) tha~ mixed in the proceedings of t~tl 
day, none can :be traced to him~ His determinat,ion 
(if; his friends,h~d, cOIJ),e.illto power) was" like that iIt 
178!2, in 1795" and in 1806, not to acceptqffice • . H~ 
main~inedthat.thePrince of Wales should be, ap-) 
p(,>!nted, Jitegel1~ ·of IIr~Jand, .without .,r~striction~J 

17. 
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:lndiie;defended theclaiin orrreland'td iiiterret~'in? 
~l!'~h': appointin,ent; pointing,: o~t' ,~?~,: tli~ lr~~i~~f1: 
of the' people should be exercIsed on sucK ati eme't-· 
gency;soas toupholdthe prerogatives"af th~t;ffiwp"';! 
arid~':during the virtual though tempot:iry'!:aeiriis~l bf1 
the; sovereign, _ to preserve themhlvi,olilfe= tIT! '\\,'Ilos~: 
hand~ soever Parliament migtltthlnk''pioper ~oeii~~ 
trust them. ' . 

The' question 'wa:s~ however, ctmsidered'byMr~
Grattan as ali unf'orturiate event' for Ireland~ It 
showed the only point where separation was percept
ible., It furnished timid men with plausible~' though
g!"oundless~ apprehensions. It made an enemy o~ the 
minister, and if made no ~friend of the King. 

In addition, it led to, the 'hostility of th~ LOr~~ 
Lieutenant, who refused to comply With the resolu~: 
tions of the Lords and' Commons,. declaring 'that to, 
transmit their address to the Prince of Wales" wouln' 
be incompatible with his oath of office. The1,cortse.1i 

qU:eIice was a contest between him arid :bOth: hou'ses~ 
of parliament, and a: vote of censure was pass~d' ~tf 
his conduct~ which caused his departure fhnn'thEf 
kingdom.' Then followed the introd'uction 'of corrupt: 
practices in the government~ of corrupt 'indiVidu3.J.s} 
into parliam'eDt,' the sale of peerages~ the' prom~tioIil 
of Lord Clare' to the seals,' and the singular's'electioril 
ora new Lord Lieutenimt in theHpersonof ~e'~~tl 
of , Vest morland. Mr. Grattan, Mr. Ponsonby,' an.t:k 
Mt~: Curran . complained and remohstrated against"' 
these tneaSures loudly and rep~atedry.:.,.;;. bu'tiri' vain:: t 
;;'Thenext important crisis~ and (like'th~ precediri'!tt 
~tf unfortunate one, thatoccuired in Irelandi' 'and in) 
w~~ch' :l\~c~ .Grattan .look. Ii lea.ding p~~i,.wa~ ~.~~i~ 
eventful perIOd .of Lord FitzwillIam's admmlstratlOn! 
The'~year'l795' was the' ~ea~dnr ot"hatioriaI !llOpe:aui.[ 

<.:·'t _ .. ~ 4 . -



iU~l\PPwmmellt; ! orie'· 'that .' pl.loduc'M· - {;onseqt\ef1t~~ 
~1!I~afl&rllelt;t:4Pd; left impression~ scarcelY'yet teL 
ro~\'i~«J f¥tnr:the .minds 'of the people Ofl ','lteland! 
Xh.e r~piriL:.a.Dd ,-intention of Lord Fitzwilliam's r'ail!. 
E9intm~nt;;}Vas coh~ession., 'So it uriquestionably' \\'all 
pm~dff,mJby.tlu( leaders ,of the opposit~o'n.: '. Tlier~ 
}Y~~ f+;, pIe An ,A1,;Id ~distinct, understanding with ,the 
fui~h, 19i9istE:f that something should be . done' fo~ 
l~t¥,~q,<l~ ,)\ir. Grattan hadgone,over to London, and 
~a~;~evefal meetings and conferences with ,Mr. Pitti 
l!:P:4 ... sll~l4"pas his impression. ' He accordingly acted 
<?A jt}ljs~~ea, and with .all that promptitude and bold. 
ij~~:; \Fhicl~ ,:formed, 'perhaps; the' most prominent 
feat~i'e In his character.. On the arrival of'the Lord .. 'y' . ,J j' , .) , . ,,' . . 

~~~J,lt~l1ant,)l~_ Ployed the address to His Majesty; ill 
l.Ii~ :ins~anc;e,- a, novel and unprecedented occurrence i 
'~D:4,pe5hor,t1yafter urged. without' delay, those mea-' 
sures to which his party stood pledged, and which' 
~Kfq1,l~eived to be,nc('cssary for the welfare of the 
~<;>,t;qtry~ .lJ~ was induced to press them thus rapidly, . 
~~c;~.s~.an(!f:..the' Duke of Portland had condemned' 
¥F"I ;p'j.~t,' $ governmen t in Ireland, th~ acquiescence' 
otc I;.Rr~,¥itz\Vi1liam in the old 'System would have': 
~~eA i irpductivcr .of, greater evils than those even' 
'Y~i~h,4ft~J;w~rd occurred;. inasmuch as it would have' i 
sh~1\'~ the people thatthere was no party of the upper: 
0!H.~rs)Il either country on whom they couldhal'e' 
t:p'~ least d,ependence, and in that case his continuan{ie I 
'":.£~]((h3:\"ebeen 'more productive of insurre'ctionJ ) 

thanhis,recal. Besid~s" Mr. Grattan welJ knew-the'" 
ci)~r~<;t~~ of .the British min,ister, and was justIjap~ : 
pw,J:1epsh-e that. bi!!! new.born affeCtion for' Ireland j , 

m?IW.t f9oI,ancl ~b~()bJigation for the largest supply, ' 
ever graMed by her parliament would be forgotten ~! , 
the ewnt proved it~ The object of the miniliter had 



p~jmjg-tineQ ~ +il'Qm Ir~land herhad gotten 'moT\et f'Jr 
. hili ~l;lr~l.in. England ,he, ,had,strengtheiuhl: hispal·tt 
by!d~taching,the :opposition., .all friemUy\ dispOs!l 
tiQn <' towards' Ireland, (if. ever entertained; with . 'Sin
~r.ity',l was quickly effaced ~ the plan ofcOticiliation 
§\ld;t;iberal policy was re\,erseclin an'instant;.lLrird 
Fi~wiUiam wa& abruptly recalled; Mr. Grattan anel 
Ws friends ,were obliged to retire; and the' old court 
te.turped to power, with hungry feelingS on aCColmtof 
\Ixeir.removal. anda keen sense of political resentment;. 
;,Tlus proceeding Mr. Grattan never ceased tQ con. 
sider; asfaml 'in: the extreme, and one mast detii. 
mental. to the British. interests in Ireland; it not 
onlydarkeued every ray' of hope, but destroyed 
e\iery ·vestige of confidence in. the British govern..; 
rpent; . and, to use bis expression of that day, often' 

'repeated since, "it lOst to Great Britain the I'cart qf 
tke Irish Ilation.~' 4 ' . 
; Jf .the measures which Mr. Grattan proposed 'had; 
~~en acc~ded to, 01' an act sinlilar to that ofl817( 0pEm'-~ 
ingtl1e ,anny and navy to Roman. Catholic ,officcrl!i 
had,then been passed, or if, without those, measu!es~' 
a.~ystem of conciliation. (as of late years begun! at 
las,t to be,ad9pted,) had then I,leen -pursued, and ,3. 
telDpe~ate language had been used towards the Ca7' 
tholics and the people, in his opinion,' much· of the 

I '. 

c¥aQIity which followed would have' been avoided:' 
~ut ,the Irish ministry knew no bounds, they kept 'no 
bwm~ ,wi~lt the people, and they hall no 'statesman. 
or,.discreet individual who pos~essed e~therability to 
advi~e, or authority to restrain"them. .Mr. Burgh w.a.~ 
dead.; , . -l\fr. Daly was dead; the 'government wouM 
n~t,b~afken to .Mr. Giattan. or Mr. fonsonby; 'and' 
the, people. would not listen to· the goverinnent:'· 

'Hoc fonte derivata clades 
In patriam populum que fiuxit. 
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_The, question of war with France in 179;"'~" ~iuhE! 
under, ~cussion in the' Irish parliament,: ! and: in~.I1 
cciy~d: Mr., Grattan's support; though~ebl;iginan.r: 
agr~~qWlth,Mr. ,'fox, in the policy of leaving France i 
to. ;her. {)wn distractions, and if he had been Int the" 
British parliament would probably have opposed' tI1~l 
war in ~ts origin, conceiving that the occupaliort'lor 
Brabant, the opening, the Scheidt, and the F,ren(:fj 
decr~e of the '19th of November, were subjects' 
which rather 'required. explanation than called for 
war. Yet when the war had : commenced and. Eng
land.~as involved, he justly conceived that Ireland 
was b.ound to afford the utmost aid, and furnish 1m.! 

, medi~te support t~ Great Blitain, for he ever had iri 
mind the principle laid down in 178~, which was in.'; 
troduced ,into the Address, where he says emphati., 
cally" 'We remember, and do repeat, our determination 
to ,~tand or foil 'With tIle Britislt nation." His opiI.1ion: 
oD.c that question, which had caused party to run so 
high in England, and which. had led to the untoward 
separation between l\1r. Fox and Mr. Burke, created 
no smalldegree of interest in England, and Mr~ Burke 
often felicitated himself on the part which' Mi/ 
Grattan took on that important question: the cases~ 
however, were widely different. " ' . 

. The speeches from 1790 to 1796, which relate 'to' 
the administration of' Ireland, present, it' i~ to be
feMed, too faithful 'a picture of the proceeding'S in' 
those years, and discover the real tendency of the meaJ 
8ur~s adopted by the minister. The sale of peera~s, 
the purchase. of seats iIi the lower house, 'which'the i 

opposition, and in particular Mr. Grattan,- Mr. POtiJi 

,sooby," and Mr. Curran pledge'd themselves to prove·;: 
the creating new places, and the strong 'measures,' 
shortly after introduced; tend to confirm '.the idea 
that a plan was then in contemplation t,o :subvert the' 
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igpepel'}dct,lt constitution of ;Ireland; 'and;; recMer 
wl)!1tJlad b~eJl obtaine$l for the countryLiti1,78~,.'and: 
i~ My.f\ll:.th~r proof ,was requisite,' 'it' ha~ b~eii s-ivert 
ig:,JIl.,~pe~larlltions,or Lord Clar~ in l~OO;.that~I'foi 
eig4t years, preceding,' he badbeenendeavouringito' 
i!tIect.the; Union.. , " , 

I< In,: 1.797;' the leaders of the' opposition, seceded. 
They proposed the measures wI~ich 'they conceived 
requisite' for the' country, and best ca]culrtted to 
secure hel" internal quiet; Roman Catholic Emanci. 
pation,a'rid farliamentary Reform. 'Their opinion was 
that.:ii:either of these measures had been conceded .. 
a great force would have been detached from, the' 
disaffected, Jlarty;. alld the peace' of ·the ,kingdolTF 
preserved~, How far they were tight has been: pro\red' 
by~ubsequent events; th€;l,n,ecessity of ' these me~- ' 
sures having been fully admitted by what has taken 
place in both countries, the Union in one, and'acon-' 
cilia tory dIsposition now evipced towards ,t~e' Ca- . 
tholics in the .other. With respect' to the propriety 
of bringing. forward these subjects at that precise 
,jlJncture,. ,there may exist some' I"easo,nable doubts::' 
M~;Gra,ttan himself incline~ to think the periolt; 
too)ate; ,the times too much agitated, and the' crisis! 
too imminent; but' it is difficult, when acting 'witli a' 
p~ttyj, ,tel .refrain from urgingpublicmeasuref; to 
whJch,;that party stand pledged~ and which alhnen~,! 
oui t~flt.'.side. agreed were essential for the- safety of,k 
the~~Qmtnunity; ".~' ;r 

e¥\;t..thegeneral election in 1797, Mr. Grattafi :ad .. ':' 
d[e~sed ~detter to his former constituents, inwhich~t 
h~,mad¢:a statement of the situation of the countl;'y~' 
th~,eonduct:of..her ministers" and declined to'stand! 
agaitl f~r hisnative city. His health, by closeatten-! ' 
tioIi, ~ had, become in'lpaired;~ disappointine~t na •. 
tm"al on the rejection' Qf meaSures, to the success of-
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}t11Wtl~~i ~~~c~eds~ch vital importance, gl'ie( aud{ 
1.,*\~tHm-~t. peh()ldmg t.he, de8perat~ cours(1s pm:T: 
~Y~\Nl:h.pq\P~rties, preyed upon an. ardent m,it¥f.-. 
~x,9,~~~li~e~rs,~~sihle, ,and unc~asingly, anxious, ab!lqt, 
t.~~~~{ort~~e,s,_~nd t~e prospenty of Ius. cOl1~tr'y ;wh 
We.~'~hPr~,lte~~, c,outn')l~ted to byar d()~n hIs ,consti71 
tuhon; a low nervous fever attacked hIm, whIch, foJ'. 
~ ,l!ln~; !p,~d~di ~L~ime, nei therchange, of pl~ce ~r:~lr. 
mate. or SOCIety could remove. At length the questioQl 
of'Union called-him forth, and in 1800 he was elected 
fOr the to",t:! of ' Wick low. News of the ret~r~ came: 
todhimat night; his'immediate attendance wasre.; 
qa'ir~d ; his friends ,sent for hiin; he was --atthat, 
m,b~entoverCOIile with,pain of body. and mind" and, 
ti~dairried; ~', What! 'will they not allow me to die i~ 
peace.!'lIowever h~ was resolved to go; for public:, 
dut~ aI,id., ~~ivate considerations both impelled bim~i 
I.' '~ _,lEstuat irrgens' '::';l'? 

; 'iI; ')mo,in corde pudor,mistoque insania IU(ltu:., .;,,-; ,,;111 
',_, 'f ',_~t)'uriisag~tatu~,amor et <;ONSCI'A VIRTU'S_., , ,j \If .,.t 
H'~b:W~ ~irewell, to. his family and 'his fri~ndf~fot.;l 
thOlIghhedid not fear,yet he had reason to 'appr'eJ;-:' 
hend~dangel'fromthe_fury of the times, the'violen'c'e'! 
o€ J~cti9J)~.: and the -vengeance of a: teseritfut,a~d.u 
desperate.party.-Hecame into the House, suppoitCcr~ 
by\'Mxr(aftetwards'Judge) Moore,' and Mt:· W'<B.~I~ 
(~etw:arQs Lord)PonsOnby. Several who beheld thtfl, 
sctenedlaye'described it as interesting to a'degree;) 
The_weak state of the individual,- the l'eport thafhti') 
atJACK;ypon liiniwas-meditated, the vast imp,6'rtartte 
ofl,ththsubject in debat'e, and the aw~ul :cri~is!,~J\:[ 
w~hl hJlng. the fate ,of the parliam~nt of Ire1atidr'~1 
aqil that. -of, .the -illdependent constitution" of' whiell ) 
heJ;w'~s, .thel parent. and founder; all ihese'drciinf~dt 
st~n~esJ-,'whichimjghLha\"e' deptessed an' Ordil1~t1~ I 
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mind, and one enfeebled by illness, served' pn1v. fO 
.~ ~" 1. ·-'-·d ..•.. , .•.. ·t h" .... 'H' ,: "."'v .. 'e".;'s,ltj;UJ> ~lJl .lbJl '.ifl Fmise' all lfiSpl11.· 1m.··. e ~pOJi,. .;} Jt~~g, . pu .. ~W 11 

an 1·~is);'w~nted' 'fire and . ani~ationr, :~fiq ;~~~Jf~ ~~W! . 
vhed~ those sp~eche's, . which,.'. 'Whi1,~·J~~~y ·f¢.:Cbrt~t~ 
. ~~~r~io~.s:in: defen~e of th~ Iris~p.ii~lWrri~~~~JFJr~~fl 
fl',Om his 'g~a\1e' thefoQl~l~grac~ pI' .~taf1~~ng. ~2H~ 
wllWfa deadI blow was aimed 'at ltle 'inde»eIideitc~ 
ofl'his=~~tinti~;;.' '.' _' .. ··f .. " ". ,.';'., \';" ~ .' .1(1)'J/1

1 

··;T~ dispute bet",e~n llint'an~ i Mt / ~6h:i:~1~iY\9t: 
l~diltd,' ;·¢dnseq~enc.~s'~'t9afw~re': 'seit,l~tt ';O!l'~ ,}r; ~h~;' 
Hoiise;-> Mt: Gratfiri thd!lght it'rildr~:h()~<?tirab~e.; P<i~' 
to' ptiblislf his: irepfy~: 'in~ answe .... t9 . tM ~~ta.~1(N~df 
upoIf thirrt~ L b~l; theimost ~ccuri~te .~~c~#t .~(Jli~. 
speecli,:; that. could ! ~e:. procured,',. ~as ·b~eir.gi~:W\·~#,· 
thrs;'collectiori/' The opinio.rls,whic;ll; from the out:· 
set,,'he'/entertaineif'bri; thesubjectbf U nidn/:p~~~~" 
underwent any :alteration~He. evef con'tiniled .. to thin~! 
the" ;t6nnexi01l betWeen the" two:' codritries' ·i\Va~: 'a~' 
secure, the liberties. qfhotkinfinitely: more SO, and 
their respective interests 'likel'f tOlJEl bettef~tiended 
to, by preserving'in each a 'sepatate/andaresident 
l~gi~iaf\J;~"\ ; -;Jn4ep~l,1dentQf. CQI)stitu t~onRl ,'toiIsideJ~l 
atY>;\l.s,;;h~ l0r.e,slil)Y: that the" ellligratioDiof,a .great',por:ij 

\ ti.9y,lbt~9~ ,no~i1ity.and; gentry; .. and iheannuahlfain1i 
, 0fR1\~iqn~.d})y,t.h~ absentees, Illust, :of.necessit.y~injur~t) 
awj.t~~~?y~{i~lli tlr~~ountJ;y.: .His.emph~tic~Lexp;r~~J 
si9.p,. '!f tnJ!JfJ.c~an.. protests against ,separation,' ''andf:tllt}-l 
st:~lflg/!-#flS.t,; union,~' is recorded in: the ' last speech;,ne:) 
eY~~\JAl!d.~ i)l! which he .j!ays thathiSiiold~opink)t}SJ2 
.oR,~q{~t:~I}\>je9~ reJDai.p,edun.ch~nged .... '; !.,:.L :/ ;;].u ';.dT 
. 3lrl»;I;WK t.ll~:.$JlO~t. adjournment .0£. the ; Irisl\ 'ParliaJJf; 
11WOtioiiWh.eJ)d:pe articles of,:Union weretr~nsinitiec:ih 
tOtl~p'gJ~pd.,)l~,w:rote,t~e:celebrated; answeJ."'tolLbrdu 
qj1Ji~r ~J sReepp,i i ~n: w bieh lIe, 'detaps; hisnl1iriionrripoI11 j; 
t~~<tfl\y§t~Jl1:J?£t iIri,$h. gpveXnmcllt,-iJand,drl\W$i [thEf. i(:}la~~ (I 
r~\~f1\JP.f) h,i,~, ~~dy·Jfi'j.ends" iwitbi;a.i fta~cntl and<m UaL 



I;tyIewhichwi1lpresh~e illeh: ~meln6rytb the/tatest 
'postetity: . .... . , '. , 
. After' ·the extinction of the' Irish parlia.ment';lie 
withdrew' fronFpubliclife; but when the Catholic 
Petition was brought forward, at the request.bf"ltls 
. eat]y~ his 'hnchanging, and his mlich esteemed f1"ien:d, 
Mr. Fox, he was again induced 'to comeforwat:c\, 
and through the kind Qffices of Lord Fitzwilliat'iJ, 
was returned 'to parliament. This ev~nt occasionea 
no inconsiderable degree of' solicitude among hIs 
countrymen, who all felt a national anxiety for hfs 
success iIi· the House of Commons in England~ .' The 
case ,of his contemporary ()ir. Flood} was 'in' some 

'degree similat; and the l'emarkablewol'ds'of Mr. 
:Grattan respeCting him were still fresh inrecolleCtiejrL 
~f' He was: a tree·W the forest, too old and too' grtai'io 
'he tran$p[finted atfifty," was the figure conceived appH
cable in the one instance, and it now remained t~ pte 
'Seen whether it would equally apply in theotll€t':' I, I ' 

,Perhaps'there is n<1t in any country so fair a td6u~ 
,nal~,ol' so competent a judge of' talent and otni~l'ii, 
as ,a British House of' Commons. It 'compris~s 
'the' difleten~ . ranks a~d'professions, and !'eprese~~ 
:all the 'VarlOUS classes of the 'communIty. Pos-, 
'sessed of nn under~tanding strengthened· an~'jlTI(
iproved by constant habits of business, tlncl' amfria 
fhiughtwith the J:ichest stores of eloquence andJO'f 
,literature, brought to their highest' perf~ction in" 'a~ 
; age; not, merely refined l?ut luxurious; - they listen 
with' patience,' and' they decide with JrnpartiaHty.· 
Before suchan assembly he was to speak. 'Bl;lt. it 
was that 'body whose claims over his coul'!try he')Iii~ 
denied and 'rejected, and it was on that very questiOn 
which they were least inclined to concede: -Ii hap
pened that Dr. Duigenan was at that time in pa)'lia.. 
menq and, by a speech as singular as ahy ever'deH. . .. . 
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J;~r~d"i~q ,~~~ :~rish House. of. C;om,mons .. '~gainst ,.~is 
countrymen.' . and as servICeable to the .Cathol:ic~, 

,):P.f~[d~;~ ,an i~~mira~le opp~rtunity forMi-; .Gratt~n to 
)~r,~~r~~) ?is ,nanner .was ~erfect1 y novel ~ his style, of 
,,~1!e~kl~~ :was unus.ual ; ,hIS ~o~menc~me~t, >to~, was 
.J>~~~¥~rt>and not, very attractiv~. For some mmutes 
,~Im,)q~s~: hesitated ; but after 'he ,had got under 
weigll, ,the ,question was ,no longer doubtful, and 
ith(;c,h.~~rs;frqtp.,.a~l si4es, proclaimed his cOJllplete 
_~uccess.,," . 
:::; Th~ most remarkable question. tbatoccurred while 
.;~.~ Sll:~ill t?~ ]~perialPar1iamentt was· the Fren~h 
:war.in 181,5; an~ on that occa~ion~ he.differed frpm 
t~.e'party~ith whom he ge~erally ~~ted. In~on. 

, for~ity t~ the principles of the Revo]\ltion w' HiSS, 
'whi~h he ever admired, he entertainedl:\. constitutional 
~Qirpl".of tpilitary govermnents; .. be ,justly thought 
Jba~ st~nding armies were, from theiI: natureio:a foe. to 
]'ibefty~ fatal to the morals, the ~na.mets, and the 

"~irriI?~Et> st~ucture of civilized~ociety; in:.\ll coun. 
tJ:ie~ oppressive, and in most countries destr\lctive. 
J~; ;~~~:~ov.er~ment of Bnonaparte< he ,be.held no
?~~~ ,~dr~:':l~ageous ~o France, ~othing secure for 
J?jTfat~Nam, ,nothmgcaJculated to. ;advance the. 
jnter~s~s, ,oJ promote the happiness, of any single state 
1?sH~~~ ~~~!il!ent of Europe. The events ofI81i<hap. 
"£ll:~oth~)~'t:ench in possession o~_a charter of' tights, 
Whl(;:h J3w:maparte had never glven or.even ,offered. 
~~;i# ;~'"j:;~p4. ~or . the pres;rvatio~ of ~hich~. (ha(1 
he~~ucceeded,) the proffilse pf. a." so1dier~lnust.iJl 
~j~l~f~es be ~iit tlouqtfulse?urity. ~rhe ¢ondi,Ict. tQb 
'9f· th.e. . French and of then Marshals,; ,the .:xapidity 
:*~hf::~Mc~,the'y violated their· oaths, . and, ,set .at 
J:wHght t!?~S()p~ig~tions tha~ bound them to· their 
~~f;Er5eiI?PJ,,(tt,nd,;the, trE!:J,ties,thati~on'Qe~ted.the~ 
}Y~\~;~t,~e~ ,p'p~~rs'lleA:Do roorq, tQ hop~" that they 
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',1Vf\S::f!~ste!lalorig, w~thLordHenry l!i!zgerald, f~r 
Ith~"city,qf,Dublin. In 1797 he declined to o~er 
ip.trps~Ifag;tin as,candidate. ' In 1800 he was returne:d 
l?r, ~he,-b~)f()ughof Wicklow, 'to oppose the Union. 
f:~*,,~~~5 ;:h~, carne; into the Imp~rial Parliament f91' 

"f¥,~,'Po~ough ~~Malton, in Yorkshire., At the gen~r~l 
,eI~ctionin1806, he was once more induced to ,sta.nd 

,10r)ls native city, an<i was, then re-elected. For that 
,pla<;e he sat in the several parliaments sUlumoned '\0 
"the years 1807, 1813, 1818,' and 18~0. He went over 
,to, take his seat in the new parliament, on the acce~-
s,ion,of lIis present Majesty; 'and although afHid~d 

, with heavy illness, he insisted, on 'performing the 
jOllrney, contrary to the advice of his physicians, 
and the entreaties of his friends. His intention was 

'to havebrougb£.;.forward the Roman Catholicsilb
.ject, conceiving. the adjustment of that question to 
'J>e one of; ,Vit~} 'importance to the welfare of the em
pire ;,bift the, c?mplaint with which he llad been 

' .. ~~c~; much encrea~ed by t~l(~ long and' painf~l 
,Journey ." ,rendered thlS effOlt meffectual, and after ' 
'mu.ch s,uffering, in a'few days subsequent' to "hjs 
ar~'ival in London, he expired on the 4.th of ;June 
l~~(), having spent in the public service nearly:45 
"", .\ . It l 

: Y~~1~ private life was not ,less interesting,i.ha~;'~js 
'public conduct; a taste for literature""';' cla.sslcs)2.. 
a passion for the country and" its rural occupations, 

-:engagedthe moments when he could abstr~ct hini'self 

-lIe ,was $~iIl that be ,could not bear a la~d' Journ'er, { He 
'we'nt: by' water 'from Liverpool to London, in a canal harie, 
~mpt!e~ pf its lumb~r, ~over~4. ~i* ,/iail "loth,. and, h~ngfOUQd 
~i0 ,~~r~en mat~. He sat up in ~ ffhai~ for six ,'.days wi\b~~t 
~oviiig; anil' c'ontinued 'tr~velling one entire night~: suc~'l~~ bis 
anxiety 'to' perform, his l~~ dully to ,his 'country! . ,> " " ' ... , 
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'from public· affail;s~· He loved simpiicity,' an-d-hi ':his 
society there 'was something which not' onlycharme,(l 

, ~ut fascinated.; for he.could disengage his Inind frOID 
.,the, trammels of bu~iness,and the hard habits 'of ,a po
: litician, with admirable, facility. Wheh he discoursed 
. 'on a subject, "he au. -illumined.' it that 4~ rej"dered it 
, Clea!and visible, to the simplest understanding, :with
~out making his supel'iority felt, or 'even wishing it to 
be perceived, ; and, in his.. cqnversations,. there w~s 

'something t,hat plea&ed alld. ~.lstruct~d.,- whetqer th,e 
\~~bNct was phUosophy, politi~!It or po~try., Ag~ 
wa~ improved by hiljdi~logl,lesi and Youth was capti
vated' by his COJld~SCeIldiTlg map.ncr ~nd ~i~ affabl~ 

. disposition;' for in hismQst playful, as in his gr:,tvest 
, f:lioQd, he possessed th~ peculiar talent of conv~ying 
instruction. It ~ppeareda,$ if· in him natur~ grew 

'. more ~mbemsbed;. SQ th~t art lost half it& effect. a"d 
vic¢ grew ashatlled of her defoi·mlty. ,aisconve~
s'ations were full of moral, ~nd nQ indivi,d1.l,~I, hQwev~r 

)osf t~ a. 'sense of duty, could hav~ e{ljoy~sl_hi!f so¢iety 
. Jong.}withoul f~eling an indination to bp reforll).eq Ily 
ellis precepts, or his el'a,mp1e. He, bad ~n innfl.t~horfor 
'. Ql ~verything base or corrupt, and a love ofpppci
'pIe, private- as' \Vell'as public; which. lJ.nitE)d wi~b ll

e cpntempt . for money, went hand-in~handW.ith· lI

, ge~erou~ feeling for the wants of others. • Hi~ lif~ 

, ; 'f" np./pfl.(J'Win(: :. t:;f1'QC# ./rqm '* Will ~ho'lfs ~he... ~eneo.olent di.s-
, po$itiqn tkflt qclllqterj k(% to thf# I(!te~t p(!Tiod W his fife. . , 

. ,I' cc ~ereas I. h~ve a Rc~~rsj.qn i~ f~! i~ \1\! ~1J~ep.'sC()uf?"l J:s~te~, 
·lI:nd !f all my ch1ldr~n die Without I~~ue hvmg, at the ,~Ime Qf ~h~lr 
;-dea;th:;',qeaV:t; 'thl:1 said estate bac~ tqthe pII-bli<;; that il!Jo say, 
: l6the following' great officers; for tJt~ tj~e being: tIle: Pr9yost of 
'Dublin College ; iheLord Chancello,r of rreland. the Lord Ohief 
J~stice- of the '.KJng's, 'Benc,h; t:~~Lord Mayorof,'Du~lin; !~~e 
'BIShop of Dublm,· and ;fudge Day,: 1n trust, to form a foundatiOn. 

b2 
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was: 'one t:ontinued, gentle, moral lesson. It- was 
impossible in his, society not to become enamoured 
:W ith virtue. Of him, as of that kindred spirit by 
-whose side he lies, it may be truly said: -

A-patriot's even course he, steered, 
Mid faction's wildest storms, unmoved; 
By all who marked his mind, revered, 
By ~l who knew. his heart, beloved. 

'Thus did this Man live and thus he died, and never 
'was'there 'an individual whose life was moi'e the sport 
and prey of po]~tical rage and tempest; idolized by 
th~ pebpl'e at one moment"; cashiered by them in 

, the· next,t; denounced as an enemy to his country+ ; 
:th~n deified as the strenuous champion" of the consti
tution S ; 'traduced as the deserter of the ci viI liberties 
,of.his 'countrymen II; dismissed as the betrayer of 
their religious freedom,; elected by the general 
voice of the people" ; and .almost stoned to death 
'in the inidst 0'£ his native city. 
, 'Let n'o1: this picture' affright ,or' deter others £I'om 
'daring to defend the causeofliberty, rather let it be 
,'a useful lesson, and teach us perseverance and firm
:ness, in upholding the freedom and the rights of our 
:couritry ; protecting her against her own inconstancy, 
'and gU'arding ourselves against the fallibility of' human 
'nature. 

, '(T'! ---,-----------------''"''----

'for the annual support of unprovided gentlewomen, daughters of 
'poor and meritorious citizens of Dublin, according to such rules 
·and regulationS as they shall plan and devise." 

*, Free trade and independenCOF. t' Simple Repeal.' 
t The year 1798. § The Union. D The InsuJ'rection Act. 
n.--;rhe·yeto~ , ' •• 1818 • 

• 
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• Attn'Outed toaMember,iftAe Univet:sity if Dublin. ~1789. 

,. T ~E emancipators' of' nati6ns, ' and' the deliverers .' of ~ei~ 
native ]~nd from political thraldom, are justly entitled t~ th,e' 
warmest retributions of. gratitude, both. on ,accou!.1t of fhe 
importance ,of the benefit, and the difficulty of its achieve
ment. To rouse the, languid, ,to inflame the ,cold, and to 

, inspire the spiritless" is {lot the wOl;k of cominOIi talents or: 
inferior souls; but of t;anscendant' abiiities, eUlulous or' 
dj~tinction, and of superior g~ni~s' invig~raied ' bi patrioti~m~ I 
To perceive the happy moment for rendering their exertions 
effectual, and 'seize on the fortunate opportunity which the 
revolution of time and of accidents has produced, for giving 
decisive efficacy to their efforts, ,are instances of sag~city ,and: 
foresight, of opportune resolution and vigorous' determin-, 
ation.-. which may be extolled, ,but, cannot "be exaggerated~' 
So many concurrent circumsta~ces are requisite to' shake 01£, 

,the yoke of, long-confirmed' usurpation, to infuse a contempt· 
of threatened 'menaces' without 'infringing affection, arid to' 
elevate a I?eople from the meanness, of servility, to' the dig
nity of:independence, that, to combine thesecircunistances, 
to direct' their operation, and to moderate their,energy" are 
'marks 'of such merit as deservedly claims the amplest and 
richest civic m.eed that can reco~pense the worthy citizen. 

" MI'. Grattan ,is' Olie of the most conspicuousorn~ments' 
of the, Irish sen~te. To his manly and persevering exerti~ns 
do W$ ,owe an independent legislature, and the gratitude'oC 
t~e,nat~on for the boon, though testified with a munificence~ 
becoming its spirit, by no means exceeded the measUre' ,of, 
his'deserts. ' ,. 
.:'" As a public speaker" Mr. Grattan's voice is thin, shatp" 
an,d,far from powerful; 110t devoid of a variety of'-tones;-but 
these neither, rich nor mellow; ,and though not; harsh •. ':its 
~antof an harmonious modulation is often striking. ,Uneql,lal' 
to impassioned energy it 'is- shrill when it 'should "be :coin
manding, and in its lower notes is ,sometim.~s ,~carcely 

, ,,; The eh'aracters and remarks, which follow, ha~eb8en inserted here 
with a view to oblige those anxious fricn.d~ -and admirers of Mr. Grattan 
from wh'om the editor has received them. 
· 'h-9 -.. 
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audible, from its. hollowness of sound. His management or 
'it,is but ill adapted to remedy its natu~al defects or to supply 
its ueticiencies,. ,as he allows it to .spatiate at large, unre
strained by any curb from rule; now raising it to an elevation 
it cannot ~ear, and theIi sinkmg it toa depth where its distant 
m.ur.m.ers~nb~ barely guessed at. .1Iis language is lotiy, 
magnIficent, copious, and peculiarly his own. Not tricked 
~ut with th~ gaudy dress of' poetic phrases, nor fatiguing the 
attention 'with pompous terms, higlt sounding and unmean
ing; but combining strength with beauty, conciseness with 
ornament, an(1 sublimity with elegance. Adapted to the 
~igence of the occasion, it is now a wide spreading con
flagration, and anon a concentred fire: now abundant and 
splendld, theq brief and pointed; equally fitted to instruct, 
delight, or agitate;, to soothe the soul, or to awaken and 
arouse all its exalted and elevated energies. 
, His delivery admirably ~ccords with the style of his ora
~ry; never languid, ·or insipid; or cold, but always possessing 
a pleasing warmth, expressive of feeling and imparting spirit, 
';"hi~t his pronunciation, generally correct, though frequently 
rap'id, is never crowded o.r redundant, but distinct and arti
culate, leaving ample spa,ce· for strength and propriety of· 
~mphasis.. In his manner, life, animation, and ardour pre-

. dominate, and· that to such a degree that they fascinate the 
prejudiced, and invigorate the torpid. From their impulse 
prostitution forgets for a moment the voice of the minister, 
and the influence of place, pension, and peerage have but an 
enfeebled hold • 
. .. With comprehensive intelligence embracing a great object. 
not catchmg at its parts by detail, he takes in the whole at one 
glance, and sees instantly the pivot whereon it turns with almost 
intuitive acuteness. In argument he is strong, pointed, close, 
and conclusive, never deviating from his subject, never straying 
in. search of extraneous matter, but explaining with succeS$ 
what he understands with facility. He cond~cts not the 
mind to the conclusion he aims aE by a long chain of abstruse 
disquisitions, but guides it with 'seeming ease through dIe 
pleasing path of natural illustration. Every man thinks be 
could reason likf!lhim, but w~en attempted it is found to be 
the bow of Ulysses. In the refutation of his opponents, he 
puts forth all his might, and·· accumulates his force to ovcr-



~heim' 'rui(r6ppre~~ ,- tberiff' but' his;Siiplh.i~iJk~iiilt~ iBlHlb'W' 
apparent when be enfotceS' ,,-hat " ciiiinotl:!~ d~ni~d ;! I'o/li~ 'li~ ~ 
detendsthe rights or 'a nation i when: he'ivotirtray~;th~ ,hopei," 
-the fears; ih~ exp~tationsof Ii 'txlligrilmimJ~iiS' peopl:e ;'J ivhert;· 
be ~hreatens the viciousanil applU5 the prb9.d;~ ~nen }ie' ~J f 
riounces" the panegyrie of·' departed' exceU~~ ~!uthen~'lie' lis l 

magnificent, sublime, and pathetic~ , " ,~' (:'," ~; :" '\- ~;r 
-' PC His fund of knowledge isgreai:; ~lind :-hislldiligence Jot 

acquisition' still greater; hencetbe' ~atter ot ~s' sp~h'e~ is ~ 
ever of the 'first unpressioh~Eai:lfin lifedistIDguishedas' 
()ne of the best scholars in the University of'Dubl4I, no time' 
since haS been lost to increase his first acquirements, andta' 
add to clas~ic and scientific lote, a competent skill in the' 
law, a profound acquaintance with the constitution, and a~ 

. mastery of polite literature. 'Thus, to e-Very subject of' dis-' 
cussion he cQmes perfectly prepared, fanliliat with what ie' 
requires, and instantly bringing it, forth as the" contingence 
demands; instructing the youthful, 'and delighting the aged~ 
with the mature fruits of a capacious 'mind, pch in its' native' 
produce, and richer from carefUl.cultivation.1t 

. " - ,) 

'For the brilliant eulogy on Mr. Grllttan~ byM~. '" Btittowe~; 
see'vol; iv. p. 22. 

-
. Said to have been written bj Mr. Courtney. 

" M;r. Grattan's rhetorical powers are singularly "uiking: 
he arranges his arguments and condenses" his expressioDlf 
with inimitable skill and propriety.' '..," , -~:. J .':' 

'. '~On the state of Ireland, and the sentiments of the Dl8SSi 0{ 
the people, he displays the experience, and,.enlightened 'lirind 
?f B gTeat statesman. He excites irresistible.'emotion,> and 
commands the' stillest attention, by the energy arid precisioli 
of his style, and originality of his, expreasion~ . : ~ jo]j.V 

.'.d·.... . '._ ", \: ... d '.; \~.~ b:~L[T 

. , ; ,~ Thi$ individual was one of the most intimate friends of Mr- G~ttan. 
~~ the. UI\ion pe took a deci4ecl pa,rtfo~ ,the liberties ofbis country,' aDd 
was ~!,Jually an ornament to the senate and the bar;' his ~peeches 9n the 
trials of the Catholics under the Convention act in iSll, 'reflect honoW: 
on the profession. - He has been lately appointed a Judge of the lDio1vent 
court; but his. proper stI\tiOn is the bench., ' 

b 4 
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'::i~f,.IQ pet~aI;Cbntroversy, hedevotes,his opponents to scorn > 

a.n,d c~mtel1lpt by the, most, poignant sarcasms: he seems to' 
disdain,. the eortw:ull! weapons of l'idicule, as too slight and 
inefficient, and, incompatible with the serious and important. 

, ~bject: ,and design of,true and gElnuine eloqlience: his constant' 
aim. i~ ~o stimulat.e and convince the house., In the fervou, 
of..debate, ,he seems to hazard much, by his bold figurative 
l~ngJlage,andsometimes .deviates into broken and mixed 
~etaphors; yet he :never falls, but rises with renovated 
strength Uito dignity !Uld splendQur." 

,e London. 1808." 

From tke Memoirs if James,' Earl if Charlemoll!. B!J 
. Francis [-lard!). 

]T was the ,~ .. ill of prQvidence that Lord Charlemont shoul,1 ' 
sustain a most !revere domestic calamity. His brother, 
Francis Caulfield, an amiable man, representative of the 
borough;>f Charlemont was, on his return from England to 
attend his duty in parliament, lost between Parkgate and 
Dublin. But so little do we know to-day what the morrow 
mayprod~ce, that this shipwreck, which for some time covered 
Lord Cllarlemont's house with mourning, ~as, at no distant 
period, the source of much gratification to his feelings as n' 
statesman. By the." vacancy which Mr. Caulfield's deat.h 

. • Ihis individual, so justly deserving of praise for his valuable memoir 
of, that. patriotic and 'accomplished nobleman, (the Earl of Charlemont.) 
w:ls the attached friend of Mr. Grattan, He contributed to the charms of 
the domestic circle at Tinnehinch, by his literary acquirements, his refined 

. la~(), bis agreeable anecdote,. and his polished conversations. His private 
qualities, ,bowev.er. were the least of his rccommendations. His public 
conduct wn exemplary., ~e sat in the House of Commons in the last threll 
parliainents' of Ireland, !Ind uniforinly supported her rights and interests. 
At :the period of the Union, great inducements were held out to him to 
procure his SIIPport to that measure. By one single vote, he could have 
raised, himself from domestic difficulties and embarrassments to a state of 
comparative affluence. Some of his acquaintance, more worldly than 

'patriotic, -seeing the success 'of the measure' incvitable, advised him to 
accept the 'terms j , but his integrity' could not be warped j his virtue was 
inflexible; he ,rejected the advice of his friends, and the olfers of the 
\lIillis~er,and nobly stood by the falling fortunes of his countr,)'. 



QCC&iioned;jli, parliament;' the electors .;of:'CHal:lefi\fjnt i \Were 
enabled, under. the;auspices of his lordship; ··tJ l'€$um ra1I)anP 
to.the:House of .comnions ,who was destined to actiraLmortl) 
conspicuous i>~rt. than· anyone who had, eve!: beenodepuied: tt>l 
serve, there •.. 'l'his ~ was Henry .Grattan, : a:Qame·whidFwi1l 1 

last, as long as heland has a' name among nations.' . Lord 
Chp.1'lemop.t always spoke of this election- as'. most JiattCring 
to himself,·and as.an event, amongst innumerable of thekili(f 
by which the dispellsations of heaven are peculiarly marked, 
exu'acting satisfaction and seIf: approbation. from' the, bosom 
of misfortune, and the triumphs. of a nation from the over": 
wh~lmings of the deep. 

Fram the Historic Anecdotes if the Legislative Union hetween 
Great Bn'tain and Ireland. By Sir Jonak Ba1rington. 

EVERY chief turned his eyes" by almost unanimous assent, 
to the eloquence and energy of the ardent Grattan, to Th~ 
favourite of the parliament; the terror of' the minister; the 
intimate friend of the ablest men; and the indefatigab.t. advo
cate of his country; he ~eemed most peculiarly' cal~uiated,to' . 
bring forward some great or decisive meas~re,. wh~ch. Shou1d 
at once ternlinate th~aangerous paroxysm to. which, the 
minds of the whole nation were now worked up, and by its 
decision inform them, whether they were, to receive their 
rights from' the justice, or to enforce 'them by the humiliation 
of Great Britain • 

. The. period, hOy.'ever, had not quite .arrive4, fol;' ibis ~t~p.·· 
Extensive as the abilities' of Mr. Gt:~ttan were, they' had 
many competitors. Jealousies intrude themselves even into 
the highest mind~; .the spirit o( rivalship is in'sep~rable from 
greattaIents; MI.'. Grattan's importance was D?-erely. indivi
dual; and he was then only advancing to that pre-eminenre 
;Wh~ch he 'soon after acquired. over'ruJ. co~petitors.Though . 

'. it waS' appi'oachi~g fast, it was evident that it had, not -inuis-· . 
putablyarrived. It was essential that all those parties in iIle 
hoJise should be a little more approximated, before ame~sur~ 
was ~nnounced on which un~imity w'a$ of vital . importa~ce. 
'" '" to'.. '" '" '* to :Exclusive of 

The period of 1782. 
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the disrll1guished. pel'sonagesalready mentioned, many other 
eminent menviere daily emerging from the general body of' 
the commons, whose talents and eloquence, catching the 
flame which surroundecl them,' soon added to' the brilliant 
light which illuminated the whole nation ; but the public 
eye still kept steadfastly fixed on Mr. Grattan, as the person' 
best qualified' to take the lead in asserting the rights and 
independence of his country. The' style and fire of his elo
quence; the integrity of his' character; the indefatigable' 
perseverance of his patriotism'; and an intrepid fortitude of 
spirit, which had always great weight with the Irish, pr~' 
cured him a consideration far above his cotemporaries,ilt 
none of whom were these grand qualities' so generally 
united; whilst a .. kind heart, and the mild; unaSsuming, 
playful manners of a gentteIJJan, secured to him that sort of 
private esteem. which banishes the feelings of rivalship, even 
frDnt the, most zealous partizans. Thus, as if by general' 

, assent, at the time of the Duke of Portland's assuming the 
government, was Mr. Grattan considered by all ranks as the 
chosen champio~ for the independence of Ireland; distin
guishe<f by the most elevated characters; admired by the 
parliament; and idolized by the people. .• .. ' • 
Mr. Grattan had long declared the absolute necessity' of' 
gratifYing the people by a legislative declaration of Irish 
rights and constitutional independence; marking out, by an 
indelible record, that sacred Rubicon, past which the British 
government should never again advance, nnd beyond which 

'th!l Irish nation should never wander. On that point the' 
'fate of Ireland vibrated as on a pivot; it mUst rise or it 
must fall; it could no longer remain stationary, and the' 
great landed proprietors strongly felt that they must neces
sarily palticipate in its vicissitu~es. The court had totally lost 
its influence; the people had entirely acquired theirs ;·the 
old' system of Irish government was annihilated;' and the 
British cabinet had' neither the wisdom nor the disposition to 
'take the lead in more popular arrangements. The parIlament 
and the people were gradually drawing together against .the 
government; an instinctive sense of the common difficulty 
calledaH men towards some common centre; and as that 
centre, all parties, 'all sects, and all factions, looked to the 
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abilities, and the honesty of Mr. Grattan; they knew~llat he. 
had no object but his country, and ,no party ,but its sup., 
porters i they knew that his energetic mind· could neither be' 
res~n.ed by resistance,. or neutralized ~y ·subterfuge. ,He· 
possessed all ,those intellectual qualities, . best calculated to 
lead the Irish people to . the' standard of freedom, without, 
suffering them to advance to the anarchies of revolqtion., 

,His principles, democratic by nature, were: monarchical, 
by education. He hated tyranny in the same proportion as 
h~Joved constitution. In him ambition for power was. merged 
in ambitiolll for, pop~aritYi and 11e acted under the peculiar 
advantage, that, if at any time the ardency of his zeal should 
happen to lead him beyond the boundaries of sound discre
tion, his wise, weighty, and moderate advisers would ~ways 
give a steadiness, a. safety, and a character, '0 his wews and 
p~ceedings. .. .. The structure of the Irish House o£, 
Commons, at' the period- of these debates, was particulw."ly 
adapted to convey to the people an impression. of. ~aility and· 
of splendour in their legislative assembly. Tbe interior of 
the Commons' house was a rotunda of great architectural 
ml\:,onificence. An immense. gallel'y, supported by Tuscan, 
pillars, surrounded the inner base of a grand and lofty dome.! 
In that gallery, on every important debate, nearly seven hun-: 
dred .auditors heard the sentiments, and learned the characters, 
of, their Irish representatives;. and the admission of ,the stu
dents of the university gave to the risipg generation a love of 
eloquence and .of liberty; taught them the principles of a. I 

just and proud ambition, the details of public business, 8n'd 
the ,rudiments of constitutional legislation. This entire gal
lery had been crowded at an early hour by personages of the 
first, respectability of both sexes. It would be difficult to,. 
describe the interesting appearance of the whole assemblage 
at this awful moment. After the speech of Mr. Hut-. 
chinson~ which, in fact, decided nothing, a low confidential, 
whisper ran through the house, and every member seemed tQ, 

cour~~hesentiments of his neighbour" without venturing to; 
expreSs his.own; the anxious spectators, inquisitively leaning 
fon~'ard~ awaited with palpitatingexpe.ctation the develope
Dlent of some measure likely to decide the fllte of tbeir,coun~ 
try,.t11emsel~es, and their posterity, .No ~ddlecourse could 
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pOSsihly\be .adopted. lmmedia~ conciliation and tranquillity, 
ot~ bldmate irevolt and revolution,; was the ,dilemma which, 
floated on" every thinking mind. A solemn pause ensued •. 
'At':length: ,Mr: Grattan, slowly rising from his' seat, com-. 
menced the most luminous, brilliant, and effective oration 
ever delivered in;the·Irish parliament. 
, There 'is something ill the tone .. the action, ,and the em, ' 
phasis of public speakers, which, ,extrinsic of theil' arguments, 
makes gr~t, impression.: The entire siugulal'ity of Mr. 
Grattan's address" the ecctmtricity·of his' drawling yet fiery 
diction, which would have, been disadvantageous to another· 
orator, jn him only excited a mdre anxious attention to his lari- : 
guage, and acted as im attractive companion to his logic and 
bis eloquence. This' speech, ranking in the very first class 
'of ·effective; eloquenpe, rising in i~ progress, applied equally 
to the sense, :the pride, and the spirit of the nation. Every, 
tlqcceeding sentenFe increased ,the ,interest which his exor-· 

" (lium had excited.' ' Trampling upon the arrogant claims 'and 
unconstitutional 'usurpations of the British government, he 
re.asonedon the enlightened principle of a federative compact; 
and urged irresistibly the necessity, the' justice, and the policy 
of immediately and unequivocally declaring' the constitutional 
indepepdence . of the Irish nation, and. the . supremacy of the ' 
Irish parliament, as the only effeciiIal. means of preserving 
the :comiection between the two nations. " • 

, '.[.he speaker put the question on Mr. Grattan's: amend
ment; a unanimous" Aye" burst from every. quarter of the 
house. He repeated the question; the applauses were re
doubled; :a' moment -o{ tumultuous exultation followed; 
and, after' centuries of oppression, Ireland at length declared 
l1erself an 'independent nation. 

This important event quickly reached the impatient crowds 
. df evety rank of society, who, without doors, awaited the decision : 
of their parliament. A cry of joy and exultation spread with 
electric rapidity through the entire city; its echo penetrated 
to the very interior of the house; every thing' gave way to 
an effusion of happiness and congratulation that had never 
before' been exhibited i~ that misgoverned country. " ... • 
Ireland froUi that moment "assumed anew aspect. She rose 
majestically from' her' ru.ins, and surveyed the ~uthor ,o~ her 
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resurrection with admiration and with gratit ...it ~"'t8 (. " 
barrister, without professional celebrity, witho fa~.., 
nections, possessed of no. considerable fortune, ,r~ '!fi{ 
personal influence, save that which talent and virtue'iuvoluut 
tarily acquire; leagued with no faction, supported indiv-i,. 
dually by no political party, became the instrument of pro
vidence to liberate his country; and, in a single day, achieved 
what the most able statesmen, the most elevated personages, 
the most powerful and best connected parties, never could 
effect. 

Aided by the circumstances of the moment, he seized tIle 
opportunity with promptitude, vigour, and perseveranc;e. 
But whilst he raised his country to prosperity, and himself 
to unexpected fortune and never-fading honour, he acquired 
vindi.ctive enemies by the brilliancy of h~ success, and after-. 

. wards fell a temporary sacrifice to the perseverance of their 
malice, and the dissimulations of their je~lousy. 

-
Attributed to the Rev. Mr. CroZy. 

IT is now about forty years since Ireland began to have t1 

history. The past was fable or ailliction; a desert traversed 
by furious faction, or covered with the sad memorials of what, 
under better times, might have made the living strength of 
the land, a field of battle or a grave. From Mr. Grattan's 
first emergence, a milder light rested upon the public mind, 
and Ireland began to take upon her the robes and aspect of 
a settled polity. It was his own language of her constitution, 

, "that he had stood by its cradle, and followed its hearse." 
. This was the phrase of a moment of strong and melancholy 
feeling. But he had at least seen its birth, and he had done 
more, he had poured of his spirit upon it, and anointed the 
infant for aspirations and triumphs, glorious beyond the youth 
of any other freedom. In England we are a grave people, 
and steadily loving Ollr public rights; our value for them is 
chastened by long possession. We are not led for the first 
time into the knowledge of our inheritance. We take posses-
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sion of our estate after having been trained in the sight of heir
looms and escutcheons of the magnificence of freedom, and 
hallowed ancestral memorials of heroic achievements in the 
public cause. But in Ireland all was new. It was poverty 
starting into sudden wealth. It was a desolated mind sud
denly filled with prosperous and splendid imaginations. It 
was the breath of life breathed into the nostrils of a human 
image, and awaking him to cast his eyes round a. new cre
ation. This language is not exaggerated. The enthusiasm, 
the rejoicing, the gratitude of Ireland, on her first possession 
of public rights, were beyond all language. The proceedings 
of the first few years, after 1782, were like a continued tri
umph. The man who had led the battle, led the march to 
the capitol; but, unlike the triumph of the Roman, his glory 
was that his car was followed by no slave. In after years, 
this man was repelled by the same heated and impetuous 
spirit which then rushed, rejoicing, before, and around, and 
behind his progress. The popular feeling grew disturbed. 
It was a time of European perplexity. The first advances of 
the great convulsion, which was yet to lift temples and thrones 
upon it, like weeds upon a wave, were felt in the quiverings 
of the earth, and the overshadowing of the air; and, far as 
Ireland was from the central shock, she was reached by the 
general heave. But her first exultation was beyond all expe
rience. It was the first beam of the sun upon Memnon's 
statue; and if, as the day advanced, the voice died, and the 
form was tinged with a darker hue, the early miracle was yet 
the great testimony and tribute, neither to be forgotten nor 
retracted. 

It is the praise of Mr. Grattan, and no man needs desire a 
:nobler epitaph, that, with powers supremely fitted to influence 
the multitude, he restrained himself from popular excitement. 
The Irish have habitual propensities to public speaking; and 
Mr. Grattan's celebrity had still more strongly turned the 
powers of her ambitious minds to oratory. But he withdrew 
from the temptations of the hustings and the highway, to de
vote his mind under the only roof where public freedom can 
be worshipped without reproach and without fear. His place 
was in the House of Commons. There he laboured, and 
there he lived. It was full of his trophies. He was its true 
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arc::hitecL . It might have been said of him, "Si mtmumentum 
tjus' qw:ras,circumspice." And for, this he had hiS ,reward. 
· :rhe long succession of demagogues, who each ,misled the 
public mind,. and who, tor the time,wel1l borne above him, 
perished like the foam when tile storm ~ done. ;Mr. Grattan's 
namealwlIYs rose WitII the falling of the surge; and in the 
· returned calmness and sunshine of the great popular expanse, 
'llis firm renown stood up like a rock from ~e bosom of the 
Qcean. 

The chief instrument of those successes was hill eloquence. 
It had the first mark of genius, originality. With Burke, 
Curran, and Sheridl)n for his contemporaries, his senatorial 
oratory had a form and countenance altogether its own~ All 
definitions of. the powers of .those gifted, men have grown 
common.-place; but with ,a portion of what made the splen
dout ofench, he had a direction distinct and peculiar. He 

· was not a satellite of. the ,most illustrious iunongth~, but a 
new star, sweeping round its owno~'bit, and enlightening its 
own region, undist\lrbed, and unexhausted. But his style 
had the merit of bem~ admirably fit for inunediate impression. 
It kept: clear from the solemn didactic with which Burke 

_ sometim~ balTed up the torrents of his oratory. It.was not, 
seduced into the fanf.l1Stic wit with. which Curran often made 
his audience 'laugh where he should have made them feel: 
'the broad humour that impaired and dre" down towards 
,earth the loftiest imaginatio~ of Sheridan, was never at. 
temp~d by him. But for thosll he brought k.een, solid, vi,vid 
thought ; 'in language' condensed, and' close to its substance, 
~haped like the sheath to a sword. His powerful imagination 
,pev~r wasted itself on idle flights, nevel' spread out its mtherial 
flames and colours to wanton before the eye. It wllsalways 
s.tr()ngly employed, always striking home uponjisobjeci with 
,concentrated power. Its fault was lnannel'ism:'-"':tltis.has 
,'been ~bserv~ to hll the natural fault of ~ original ~irlds. 
~ ~he torrent and vigour pf ft:eling lWlIicih has for~ed away " new' 
c~~neI. for its. stream, can ,scareely be soothed and subjected 

,inoo.pthercourses. The st.rength which it inherits from its 
.firs.t mighty bound never deserts it' altogether; and, even ill 
t~~~ gentlf$t flow, a trivial check ch8.fes 'and, rouses it into the 
,~?r!eJ?t ,again. ~ Mr, G~attan's habit ofllnti~esis Was th~ single 
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faWtoLhisstyl!l. It grew on him with, the,elose!o(1ife. 111 
,hj$~ early spqe,ches it was rare. Of those famous speeches. 
l\othU,t~ pOliV'remains but a few imperfect reports,~andthe 
fr8g~ntS t!lat ar~ yet treasured in the,memories of their aU'~' 
'cient.hearers, like .oracles. But the, true. evidenceofthe~r 
P9Wel' is in 'wpat they. bad done. They found Ireland a place 
pf ;,d~solatiPIl'and savagery. They. collected ·its scnttered' 
powers" and taught them wisdom and ,languag~; anc4, witb 
more thad the old miracle of Greece, built up the walls, of 
their polity. Before Mr. Grattan,Ireland bad .. scarcely.;~ 
merchant, or a,manufacturer, or a statesman, or a maIl;. of 

. name in . literature. He created them all. or rather he smote, 
away the encumbrances of the so~l, and left its 'native fertility, 
to . flourish and ascend in the light and air of. constitution •. ' 

H!s conduct on the public questions which agitated Ireland,; 
in common with the. civilized world, was conformable to his 
wise and pure'intelligence. , He met the,habitual fate of mo,. 

, deration, 'and was the. object of offence to. vulgar partisanship 
on both sides. But his fortitude was as little to be broken 
do~n, as his honour; and, when the lunacy of the hour was 
paSt; aU' venerated his~ cloudless and superior course with 

, the same homage. In his, conduct of th~ Catholic question, 
,h~ gave a model for the pursuit, of all great claims for: the~ 
time to come. His heart was in his cause; . but his zeal was:. 
;Vithout bigotry, rashness, or irritation. He saw intruders· 
'rush before him, and bear away his followers to unfruitful en
terprizes; but, in this attempt to recover 'the il.ncientp~ivi .. , 
leges,' the ,Palestine of.the Catholic, he,neither quickened nor, 
retarded his march for the eJltllus~ts ., who hastened to cover~, 
tte:desert~':with their bodies. His ,advance was delibe.raret!, 
but .it was secure. ,The leader reflected . lustre on the host; 
and, befme he died, he left them in sight, of the city to' which., 
they had look~d, in hopelessness for a hundred years. ~'J 

'But, Mr.-Grattan is. defrauded of his highest praise, if his, 
, integt:ity is forgotten.' His powers might have commanded all 
thlltambition covets" He was impregnable to place and title., 
He refused all : honours , and ,emoluments, even when they: 
were. offered :by hands which he honoured. He declare4, 
~imself to be the purchased servant of the couniry,':and to. 

H 



be. incap~b Ie '(jr'ad6ptiri~fariotbe'f'ntaster~ t Nd'nisclci~T1i>e' t1uit 
death, the-·grent! unsealer of cabinets; hasxriad~"hdil been' abl~. 
to 'tlitbw· &; 'shadow 'on'thE! exalted. patriotism ofMft Grattaff, 
.NO evil secrets are buried in !Iis'grave.; HE!iived ~illne~ii.Vt 
doubt and detraction perish before him, and:wliS:ass·ured!::of. 
hisimmortaIity.; Bilt his grave does not bound: the service'. 
of'sucw'a life. :W1ule there is.:inemory in:mail"'hi8','riani~ 
wilt'b~lan' ince"ntiveto the generous· ambitioni of his: cOl1ntrYl 
But he Is now' gathered to -the great repo~itory of. thehi.lma~ 
race;" arid i belongs to ,the infinite' aSsemblage' of . all i(jngu~ 
and:ages'; and nations that. have been. The virtues of the: . 
dead'paftiot become! the property of rilan~ind •. "The s~all~' 
seed :is' buried in the ~arth, but from it springs the mighty: 
tree gathering the dews of heaven in its branches, 'and cove~.' 
ing the Inultitudewith its silade. 

London~ U120. 

Said to lzavebeenwritte'n by.)fr.Tajjl()1' • 

. ,:THE .. destination of Mr .. Grattan was, the. bar, bilt n'atur~. 
had: given him talents better. adapted to the' senate ~ .hi~ e4\1'o' 
cation-improved them, and his gQod, . fortune renderecl.them ~ 
anilabletohis country. Early honoured with.the friendshi~' 
o£ .. the. patriotic and accomplished earl of Chademont, ,he en .. , 
tered as ,auspiciously as a young man could enter, the difficult 
road ito . political distinction. In the best circumstancc;:s il;l 
w.hich a,natioIl; ; can be ,placed, they are no . ordinary abilities 
which:'obtain .an .historicalJ;'eputation that. time ,c!!Jlllotde~ 
stl'Oy.am~ng the wreck of empire~ and opinions" j" and Siucb, 
were , the abilities of Mr. Grattan. He..:wouldhavegt:aced 
the senate.of tp.e. most. prosp~~ousand" fllllightened ;~tion., 
. and beewm .the: prQudest days .of.A.thens,. J)r l)(:lt9ml;j,j . .on:~ 
o(.her:.conspicuotis.men. One of thosewl).Qse.life 'wQU14 
he.v~been a. nationaLbenefit, and dead!. a pu;bl4;tegret;.:,,1.AtLt 
~sj,tuation in:. w.hi.cll.lrel~ wa!j .placed. ,W~en~:f,,, P..r!lt~ 
a~pe&r.e(Lom th~ stllge 1)f .l,J.er stormy polit~Gs,. 'ras :S9: p:e<;ulJ~ 
that !nothing .in..Jll~IJlan ;relation~ ,coulq. Q6~giQed .yetter. .~i4" 
~ated . to· try' the tesQl1rce~ aI,l~ wis!i()~. ~{·a_publi~ roan.; 
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Power and violence on the one side - slavery and disorder 
on the other; a disorganized people, a contemptuous court; 
neither had temper, neither had consideration. Just demands 
. were exaggerated by the one, ·and more.thao·fiercely repelled 
by the other. There was no apparent room for either pe[l-. 
suasion or . compromise between a vaunting intolerance and 
prejudice without moderation. For nearly six centuries the. 
history of this unhappy people was but ·the vicissitudes of a 
Bullen submission, desultory outrage, defiance, telTor, and 
proscription. The mind was familiat'ised to the form of .. 
social community iconne~ted 'With the insecurity and excesses 
of savage !fife, and when there was nat famine, plague, or. 
rebelt'ionto devastate, a ·civilhatred, perverse and malignant, 
ellflamed both 'partieS, and poisoned all the sources of social 
happiness, without affording, like the shock of ·battle, the 
prospect of a termination of hostilities. 

Such was the scene on which Mr. Grattan was calle4 to 
enter. To a man who only sought that unprinCipled no
toriety which gratifies a vulgar ambition, such circumstances 
wpuld have afl'ordedfacilities towards the· attainment of a 
turbulent fame. The combustible materials were there in 
profusion to offerlo the torch of the incendiary the chance of 
xhigqtyconflagration; 'but Mr. Grattan was neither the coarslt 
minded demagogue, -nor the great bad man, who could make 
the ruins of hi9' country the path to a vicious eminence. .• AU 
his views embraced her interests, and terminated in· her im .. 
provement; and if he wished to raise himself; it was upon 
her exaltation. Thus he encircled in the zone of his am. 
pition the 'cause of four millions of human beings, and would 
have bound them in a prosperous and moral confederacy, 
honourable to themselves, and useful to the British Empire. 
lIe wished them to be free, because rational freedom is the 
only soil of ;thevirtues; the graces of re1inement .maygive 
a !florid 'complexion to ·a despotie state; b~t· the gloW" Imel 
current of health ·only invigorates that nation which breathes 
the atmosphere of 8 free constitution. Such was the count'l 
whose tongue the ·oratorof Ireland had first studied, whose 
history. he bad 1irst read.-:Such was England; ·and the 
pratiieecif his publicilife "was iL wmmentupon hissdnUration 
of 'her ,,~n~ctea gloI1. . His· anxioui life rwa.t devoted 
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to .the great; task o.f assimilating thecolllltry of his birth to 
Ji~t.of ~his affectionate regard. It was n~t a nomin~l unioll 
that he lab(>ured to efiect, but one of the heart and of the sen:. 
.timent; reciprocal, moral, improving; an il'ltel'change of good . 
.offices J .~blending of interests; '8 coalescence of strength •. 
. Tpilccomplish his object he brought 'into the field of public;: 
. aotion, original powers, great industry, great political. d}s\. 
l:ernm.ent, a d'auntless spirit, and. e. mindte~acious of its 
purp9se." 'fo give these qualities effect, he cultivated pub
lic speaking with an almost incredible ardour j--the genius 
of eloquence had nevei· amOr~ indefatigable disciple j' the 
abstract sciences. never gave a m'Ort? iritense ex.ercise to the 
faculties of Archimedes or o.f Newton, than that which Mr~ 
'Gl'attaii displayed in at'tah~ing the art of addre5sing a ptlblic 
assembly •. His own mind. was·' 'Of a reasoning and philoso-:. 
.phjcal. cast; ,but be knew, tliathis audience was a susceptible 
.. ()~e; and he rightly jlld$'~ that the voice of truth would 
.be.molt prevailing, when it consulted the temperam.ent of 
~~,audience. He ·stlcceeded iii cOinbining Ii manly and ani-

. ,~ated styla ·o.f reltsoxl; wit}!} & great display of iniaginative 
:powe"';f and •. acco.rdingly;the effo.rts of the orator produced 
the sensation favourable to the. virtuous designs o.f the sta~esw 
. .mall.' . 
I ','.It i~ probable the powet 'WhiCh he realized over the public 
,JI,i.i,n4surpassed his own early hopes. The popular .impres;' 
,sum, whichi his matl!lred style of speaking created, can hardty 
.!J~cqncei'Ved by tho.se who only witn~ssed the exertions of his 
!O\c;l,,;:tger :rhat union,Qf the severest logic with the m:os~ 
.1~b~atan9·PdPular qualities, that· make mell fascinate multi
:tud~!i' ~pic!l'he displayed, could only have been tIle result 
~qfdl,lp.iciQ1is euttivation upon the happiest temperament of 
g~~s .. a~,wi1Bnot ail, orator' of th~t. class who decry in:. 
pustry" '\Vho. ,scOrn. the labours of knowledge, and would be 
,BUPPo.SeeJ,', to' speak from ·immediate revelation. No, he de
yote4 ~is days and nights to. the educatio~ o.f bistalents, am- . 
,bit~~)ls}!)fllq superficial'renown; unsatisfied but by solid glory. 
fBut 'la,bo~ip~s a,ii.he was, his logic had none of the pe!Iantry 
l~f.~~~, s£IlO?I~a.tj. Land ,his imagination: waS, free from the os~ 
;ten~8tjo~ ,qf 't:h~ fJ?~t9zj~i~I\' .• : 1,'he ',!ne'. was vigorous reason 
liberally wielded; the'other an. intellectual fire that seemed 
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~hly 'the' glowing-ofthougbt that kindled in its progress. In 
looking at Ii subject he was not content with a 'confined vi.ew 
-or a hasty glance; he chose elevated ground, and gave' it a 
deliberate inspection. .He took in all itS bearings with a cO,m
'prehensive precision; and therefore his treatment of a great 
subject was -equally remarkable for breadth of design and 
lucid arrangement of parts. While his soul seemed to bum 
with the most intense feeling of his subject, his method. ,se
vere but no~ formal, embraced every topic in order, and gave 
to:each its due attention. He did not dwell upoll points be-
'yond' their value; or after he had said all that was necessary 
for theit enforcement;. nor ,did he return upon his steps and 
embarrass his hearers and himself by repetition, nor alarm 
them by discrepancies; all was coqnected, clear, progressive; 

. without. feebleness, without distracted. energy •. His .elocution 
was not a mountain'stream that foams and frets in a rocky 
cbannel, where ·sometimes. it, shows only scanty rills, and' 
'again bursts away in ~ torrent. That. could better i.llustrate 
the eloquence, of CurrllD, erratic and unequal;' but .Mr, 
Grattan'shOO.more of the copious and majestic river, deep, 
grandly reflecting cleari.mages,.always placid, and olways ir
l'~sistible. In his most tranquil moments attention was chained 
-to his words ;-but when he poured himself forth· in the full 
ardor of his intellect,. the advpcate of a pnnciple was forgot" 
in the admiration of a superior intelligence. He could sketch 
.character with a rapid and powerful hand; and it seemed to 
-arise Daturally out of his subject, to illustrate and inforce ar
~men~ by authority. This gave a living animatioll t~ bi~ 
.harangues, all:d made them more valuable when the conflicts 
of the day should have been forgotten; because man and his 
'nature,his public virtues, and the' vices of his ambition,ever 
continue to attract rational curiosity, although t1).e scene o~ 
which they were originally exerted has ceased to exist. 

The language of Mr. Grattan was forcible and peculiar, 
lIe was fond of point and antithesis: but this was the natural 
!esult of a' taleni that delighted in bold yet nice distinctions. 
p; issaid that he copied the style of Tacitus; but it is more, 
probable that a similarity of genius led to the coincidence.--:
There is in Mr. ~rattan that same power of tracing irl a few 
1I'ords the outline of .a character, and the condensed though~ 
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, which give fulness' and force to the balanced periods of the 
great historian. He was altogether a spirit worthy of being 
commelnorated by the writer whom' he is said to' hllve im.i~ 
'tated. Had he lived in the reign of Tiberius, the Roman se .. 
" nate would have contained one virtuous and fearless lIenator; 
one who was not born to be a courtier even in the palace of 
Trajan . 

. In the presence of his country he saW' no othllrhope, no 
'othe~ fear; that one great object absorbed' all inferior consi~ 
d~ration. He gnye it the, s~rvice of his intellect, and the devo
tion of what he himself so justly termed a «desperate fidelity." 
In that cause he laboured,. sorrowed, and rejoiced; but he 
looked at her interests in connection only with, those of jus

'tice, civilization, and universal humanity. Hostile to all the 
principles that pamper and exclude, his policy was the'simple 
recognition of Chri!!tian sentiment; as it ought to animate 
the conduct of states and the relations.. of society, it was cal
culated to draw into the closest compact of strength, the ele
ments that go to form nations, and to remove the most pain
ful and least profitable task of history, the narration' of their 
civil discords. Such ""as the cause to which the long and' 
splendid career of his l~fe was given, andio which he dedi~ 
cated his expiring breath. Though sometim'es assailed' by a 
cruel ingratitude, it abated nothing of his zeal, because it was 
founded on principle, and not dependant upon the errors' or 
passions of mankind. His mind always looked serenely upon' 

,its own course; intrepid and daring, as it was gentle and, 
~ourteous; though fierce lind dangerous, when wantonly pro-

. yoked in the performance of his public duty. It was hi$ 
cause, and not himself, that inspired the' indignantvindi~ 

. cation; for he never so worshipped ambition as to sacrifice 
upon her altar the graceful charities of life, or the mild glory 
, of domestic virtue. 

• 
" THE ardent and impassioned character 'of Mr:Grattan's 
eIoquenc~ when, 'giowing with youth and hop~ and pauiot

" Jsm,~e, first bent the' ,mighty' energies of hisgl'eat mind to 
,rou~e ,the dormant spirit of hiscountry,coUld not be.'suffi, 
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cient~y >lpPJ;E;ciated by thos~ who ~itnessed only the occa~ionnl 
exercise of his talents in t~e Briti:;h House of Commons. .In 
ireland, his object was' to infuse a spirit of proud indepeml
e~ce' intq 'his auditors, to', inflame their mind); with a. sense of 
th~ inj~lries their country had, sustained, and to coritrast their 
degraded conqition with. the lofty state to which it was their 
duty to aspire. He had the countless wrongs of ages to 
enumerate;, he had to wade through annals of oppression and 
crime; and feeljng with warm sensibility for the sufferings of 
his c~un~rY2 he poUt;ed forth the, torrent of hisindignati()D 
with an overpowering force. But 'ilJ England, there was 
neither scope nor necessity for this vivid eloquence. The 
temperament. of the people, and the circumstances of the 
co~ntry alike forbade it ; and it was no inconsiderable proof' 
of 1\:Ir: Grattan's streng£h of mind. and. correctness of dis
CrEltion, that, accustomed as he had ever been t.o addl'~ss the 
imagin~tion of men characteristically susceptible, practise~ 
if the expression, II;laybe allowed, to carry the feelings of hii 
auditory by storm, he could, when circumstances rendered it 
necessary, so far temper 4is fire and alter the habits of hii 
:pli~~ as to sacrifice hili peculiar means of triumph, and con. 
fine hi,rnself solely aQd, exclusively to the display of good 
sense ~nd sound-judgment, The conditi(ln of the two coun
tri~.s respectively was also essentially different:' . Ireland was, 
during the continqance of Mr. Grattan's rapid career, a scene 
9f fierce .and unrelenting political contest, embitte~ed with 
~very,angry feeling that could be excited by a sense of insult 
and injury on, the one had, and of disappointed power on the 
9the~,' anp. animated, thl,"oughout with, alternate triumphs ,and 
d~Jeats. In England every thing wa~ comparatively tranquil, 

. t4~. principles.of c.ivil and political liberty were fully. recog,. 
ni~ed,~~ the constitution. was perJIlitted to act for the w~l,. 
fue'of the community, uncontrolled by open enmity' 0' 
ill-concealed treachery. In England there was no systematic 
oppression . to inflame the in~ignation, nor were the energies 
of the people controlled by the jealous interference of a more 
p?~erf~ Ileighbour. Ireland was in a state similu to that 
9f ~ llrovincet:ecently ,st,Ibdued bya vin,dictive al).d. injudicjous 
C;~Ilqueror;' her tr~e prohib.ited, her dOJllestic industry dis
c<>urage,d, he~ peopl~ oppre~ed, and hllr interests betrayed. 

. '1-.. · 
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Fl'om this degraded condition, it was the glory of Mr~ Gl'8ttan 
to elevate his country. By the electric fire Qf his·. eloquence' . 
he shook off' the. bond~ae of ages; he taught the people a 
knowledge of their rights, and' from the. state of a despised 
and degraded .province~ he raised Ireland·· to the. l'ank Md 
port of an, independent kingdom. 

London, .8:i10, 

IT was the intentiol1of Mr. Grattan to have mnde an .effort 
.to take 'his. seat in the House of Commons, and clOsedt his 
eminEmt career of public services, by laying. on the -table of· 
the House of CommQns, . a series. of· resolutions, declaratory 
of those principles 06 civil aqdreligious 'lib61'~' wh,ich he 
thought became the. high moral station of! Great Britain! and 
the enlightened character OD the age, in which .we. live. • It 
pleased Provideni::e. in its. al!-wiAft. disl"ensation'of1 hl1man 
dest1ny, to have withheld from l\!lr~ Grattan the: opportunity 
of performing this last act. of p~blic: duty, on which he hild 
set his mind, and to; make. w.hich, he ulldertook his last 
journey~ and. encountered that fatigue, which, inllis ·dehm;, 
tated; mate of health,. accelenitedhis demise., Though it was 
not NServed fOJ) Ml\ Gl'attlUl1 to have olosed his public life as 
. he earnestly desired, yet it is a consolation to feel that'he was 
, noli snatche,l from his. country; a~ other statesm.en have lor 
late )le!\l'S unhappily 'bee", in the pi:im~ of life' alid iD the 
mi4st Of the~ immat14red enllrgies, for the' promotion of' th~ . 
public interests. It has been l'eserv~d· for few men to h~ve 
performed such essential! serYices for theircolint1'Y~; to have. 
watched with such solicitude over its dearest interests, and 
achieved, under the most dis.<:~)\.v;8ging circumstances, so nla1l1, . 
solid advantages for their countrymen. If he did not ~ve to 
consummate tl\el complete. suceess· of: the' great.cimse to which' 
his . life of late· yeal's had: been deVoted~ he af leaSt suct:eeded 
iIi placing it upon: a basis ofpublte: opinion-; £rani-whicH ii 
cannot ba:shaken" and left·, fop his successo~ the single task 
of Tecording t\l,e fin~ settlement: of a- question. which 'hi •. 
talents and" -eloqtrellCe: baq: advanced to:· the ~rge of final 
adjustment: ". 

• itoinan catholli:inu\ricipati.o~ •. 
c 4 . . \' .. 
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As ~ pJibliccl)aracter, ,the efforts' of, Mri. Grattan ,'will be 
be~~.-Ji~<lerstooq., by a reference, to the T ~istory .of his, own 
co,p~try,4uril!g ,the last half century'oLits eventful annals. 
N9"Jllanthat everpr&ceded him' filled 1i greater space in the 
pu,b~ic. J;Dind"nor were ever greater questions more dependant 
on'th~ p~triotism and energies of a single indi~idual. As an, 
oritor, Mr. Grat~ stood in the first class. He' was 'above 
grappling with the lllinor_ details of political questions. His 
view waS that of a philosopher, and no statesman of modern 
times, exceeded hilli in his manner of pressing his arguments, 
or, 'in the eloquence which ,he shed upon every subject that. 
came before him. There ,was an indignant ,sarcasm and 
severity'in his language, when treating of the wrongs of his 
country, which appalled his opponents, and made him terri
ble in the eyes of those minions of power, who adhered with 
selfish eagerness to a system of government, happily since 
abandoned in adminiBtering the affairs of Ireland. Thoug4 
Mr. Grattan commanded a power of language almolJt beyond 
any other' man of his time, yet his delivery, warm and im
pa~sioned as 'it 'I:"~: was nnmark:ed by the imposing graces of 
action. The force and originality of his diction, the' c~)Dcise 
and yet comprehensive form of his arguments, and copious 
splendour of his illustrations, threw a commanding interest. 
over his speeches, in which some peculiarities of manner and 
phraseology were entirely overlooked and forgotten. The 
death of this distinguished patriot will be long mowlled by , 
his coUntry. He was the last survivor of that great galaxy of 
talent which shed such a lustre upon the, annals of this 
cOuntry since the time of Lord Chatham. 

" London, 1820.' ' 

• 
WE, know of no sovereign for whose memory Ireland 

should so sincerely mourn as for the memory of that great 
man, who might be truly styled an unlimited iovereign in 
this ,realm of genjus; one who, in eloquence, had many 
competitors, but no equal; who was as original ill mind ~ 
he was in the power of givjng expression to it; who seeme~ 
to, be born for the epoch in which he lived,· and to be dele-
gated by Provid~n~~the instrument of tha.t liberty he assisted. 
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in achieving.;, Without the 'volunteers of .11.82, it may be 
truly ,said that Mr. Grattan' could not' accomplish the'vaSt 
and comprehensive speculations of his powerful inind; , but' it 
maybe Q3"trui!} said, that without :Henry .Grattan, the'V~' 
lunteers would have wanted the trumpet which sounded their 
fame· and glory through the world, It was his Classic elO
quence that recorded their achievements, and made them at 
once 'the terror as well as the admiration of their enemies. 

When we look back to the pages of our history, and see 
them illuminated with the splendid proceedings of those early 
sttugglesior the liberty of Ireland, and ~oIitemplate th~ part 
which Mr. Grattan pel'formed on this great theatre of human 
action, we are lost in the impotency of language, to give ex
pression to the sorrow we ·feel,·when we are obliged to turn 
to the tomb that has closed for ever on our illustrious coun", ' 
tryman. But it is our duty to go to that tomb, and learn 
fl.-om the dead,' the wisdom and the' trutlt' which we cannot 
obtain· from ~e livi'ng; it is our duty to consult even the 
ashes of Grattan, and to catchfi'om the d.eyouring grave a 
particle even of that mimI, which once eleClrified the bosom 
of millions. To whom can Ireland say she is so much in
debted as to this great man?W e challenge the readers o( 
her history to point out the Irishman to whose genius; and, 
to whose virtues, to whose :unconquerable spirit and' desperate , 

fidelit!}, the people of Ireland are so much indebted as to
Mr. Grattan. Where is the man who devoted forty years ,of 
a spotless life, and of unabated labours, to the elevation aDd 
aggrandizement of bis native land, and who never souo-ht 
reward, but from the spontaneous -gratitude of an admirhtg 
people? - Where is the man who can say, "I rose and I 
fell with my country I I carried her on my shoulders into the 
temple of Freedo~, and I stood at the door of that temple, 

. to devote my life, if necessary, to its pi'eservation." .Wha* 
Jl)an in Irish history, can say this but Grattan 1 

Yet, even he, though so gifted with genius, and so full of 
,virtues, could not be exempt from the weaknesses of his na,. 

ture.' .' The pride of opinion, the vanity of not giving way to 
humble men, someti.mel$ seduced Mr. Grattan into the com
mittal of' err<?rs" whic4 were obvious to everyone but' to him, 
andwould have been avoided by tbose who, compared with 
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him., 'Were as the Lilliputian to the Giant.' When'living, it 
was the duty of the humblest intellects to remonstrate even 
with' Mi'.Grattan; to 'speak of his deviation with candour, 
but with decorum;' to guard the nation against an example 
so fascinating, and a name so powerful. But the grave has 
swallowed all our differences, anel history seems to stand be
fore us at this moment holding up to our view the brilliant 
scenes in which Mr. Grattan is shedding on aD, enslaved and 
benighted land the light of his glowing mind, animating and 
invigorating ~e sleepy and inert mass which surrounded him, 
and giving to his wondering countrymen a strength aDd a 
spirit of which they were hitherto unco~lscious. From the 
,tree trade of 1779, to the establishment of the Union, the Jife 
of Mr. Grattan was an, uninterrupted and fearless struggle 
for the independence aDd rights of all denominatJoIl& of his 
countrymen. During that interval, it is true, a few clouds 
passed across hioiin his brilliant career, but they onlyob.
scured· and· hid him for the moment from We nation's eye. 
He rose again with redoubled etrulgenc~ and followed the 
fortunes of his country to the last moment of his existence. 
In 1788, he was denounced by the bishops of the established 
-Church, because he assailed their monopoly and arraigned 
their'avarice. He was the enemy of church amI. sta~ be
cau~ he interfered between the poor and the tithe-proctor J 
and, in 1798, the corporation of Dublin threatened to deposa. 
hinl from the throne on which his fellow-citizens had placed 
hill, (the representatio/l- of the metropolis,) because he ple~ 
with more than human eloquence, the rights of his Catholic 

, countrymen to equal.and impartial privileges, In 1795. 1796; 
and 1797, he was put Up' and put down by the sycophants of 
power, as that power thought proper to issue- their 0rderei 
His, e.srIy idolaters forgot the object of their.idolatry in-, the 
con'templatiOIl of, their interested speculations ~ and the· 
heads of the university were the first to- lIet the- example 

-of' political monopoly, MI'. Grattan's picture was' no 
longer to be seeA in the collegerhall. Lord Clare was the 
chosen ·favo~jte, anq. this, 000, at tbe moment when that 
very Lord was sapping the foundations· of Irish freedom; 
but Mr. Grattan went on in his ~orious course, undisturbed 



by the anathemas of churchmen alld schoolmen. I,Ie knew 
die 'day would. return, when,corruptioIlwOuJ.d lament her 
credulity, and when his name would once more reascend to 
its p~oper stati~n in' the, mind of his' country • 

. ,~ublin, 1820. 

EdinburgkReview, November 1820. 

IRE.LAN~ 

THANK Go<lthat a1\ i~ not pr()fligacy and' corruption in 
the history of that devoteq ,peoplei and that the. name of 
Irishman does not alwaYlicarry with it the idea. of the o~ 
pressor or the oppr~.se<t j; the plunderer o.r. the i>lundere~ 
the tyrant or ilie ~lave:. great men hall?w. a whole people, and 
lift. up all that live in their. time. Whitt Irishman does not feel 
proud that he has lived in the days of Grattan? who has not 
tu~ned to him for comfort, from the false frieIids and open 
enemies of Ireland? Who did not remember biin in the days 
of its burnings imd wastings and murders.? No government 
ever dismayed' him: the world could not bribe him: he 
thought only 01' Ireland; lived for no other obj~ct ;dedic~ted. 
to her his beautiful {ancy, hil1 elegant wit, his manly courage, 
and .sUthe splendour of his astonishing eloquence.' JIe wa!l 
so. born and so gifted, iliat poetry, forensic skill, elegant 
literature, all the highest attainments of human genius, 'wei:~ 
w.ithin his reach.' :aut he thought the noblest occupation of a ' 
man, was to make other men -happy and free'; and in that 
straight line he went on for fifty years~ without one side look, 
w.ithout one yielding thought, without one motive in his heart 
which he might not have laid open to. the view of God, and 
man. He is gone: but there is not a single day of his 
honest life, of which every good Irishman woald not-be more 
proud t~an of the whole political existence of his cOl:mtry- . 
men, the annual deserters and betrayers of ilieir native' 
land; 

• 
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To James and Hemy Grattan, Esqrs. 

, , , London, June 7. 1820. 

" GENTI.EMEN, - F.illed with veneration fOl:" the character 
~f ;our father;' we venture to express a wi~h common to 
us, with many of those who most admired and loved him~ 
~lllit what remains of him, should be allowed to continue 
among us. 
, It has plea~ed Divine providence to deprive the empire of 

, his services, while he was here in the neighboerhood of that 
, sacted edifice where great men, from aU parts or the British 
:dominions, have been for ages interred. Weare desirous of 
an opportunity of joining in due honour to tried virtue and 
genius. 'Mr. Grattan belongs to us also, apd great' would 
be. our consolation wer.e we permitted' to, follow him to the 
grave, and to place nlID where he would not have been un
willliig to lie; by the _side of his illustrious fellow-Iabourer- in. 
the cause of freedom. 

l>l1ncaonon R. C'-Ferguson Kinnaird .. 
Wentworth (Fitzwil- T. C. Lambton Thanet 

!iam) , Creve Vassal Holland 
A;ugustus Frederick King H. Brougha1l1 

(Duke of Sussex) Milton Jersey 
W. V. Fit:r;ger~d Thomas Coke A. Hamilton 
T. Ponsonby Arundell Erskine 
Althorpe Ros~lyn Samuel Rogeu 
W; H. Littleton J. Mackintosh Blessington 
W.H Prhm ,Albemarle Henry G. Bennett, 
George Tierney Carnarvon R. Sharpe 
Clifford Darnley Morpeth 
Hamilton Bandon Darlington H. Russell 
Besborough Bute Nugent 
W. T. POD.onby Derby William Lamb 
OsSUI.tOD Spencer ThoB. H. Burke 
John Lens- Edward Petre I. M'Donald, 
John Bennett Tavistock H. Norwich 
C.W. Wynne J. Russell Norfolk 
St. Vincent Devonilhire Bedford 

_Cowper J. Fazakerly Surrey. 
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To His Royal Highness tlu! l)uke qf Susser, and Pie Nobl~mm 
, and Gentlemen, ic. ' , 

In answer to the kind and flattering communication received, 
by Mr. James' and Mt:. Henry Grattan, they beg to assure 
his Royal Highness,. and tbe Noblemen and Gentlemen who. 
},lave made it,· that they are most sensible of the expression~ 
of esteem ltnd veneration which it contains towtu-ds their 
fatber. 
, Inthe calamity with which they have been afflicted, it is a 
consolation to them to find, that he is honoured and mC?urned 
by ~~ose whom he esteemed nnd respected. 

If private feelings alone were consulted, their wish would 
\lethat his remaihs should lie in that ground purchased by 
tbe people of Ireland, as the re\tal'd of his ellertions in, de-' 
fence,of her liberties; but as so many individuals of Grea~ 
Britain" and his own countJ:ymen and friends, agree' that. he 
Iilhould 'be pI~ced in \Vestminster Abbey, they gratefully 
accede to the honoul'ablerequest of depositing his remnin~ 
in tliat Sacred edifice, and by the side.pf that illusV;ious in ... 
dividu8.1 whom, in life, he so dearly valued, and nellr whom~ 
in death, it would have been liis pride to lie. . 

Baker-street, June 13th, 182Q, 

• 

THE remain$ of Mr. Grattan were, on Thursday nigLt, 
conveyed in a hearse ~d four to IUchmond HouSe'" Privy' 
Gardens, where, according to the published order" the friends' 
of the deceased were to assemble at ten o'clock in tIle morning, 
to' be marshalled for the funeral ptocession. The body lay in 

, state in one of the parlours on the ground-floor. The room 
was hung in black, and lighted with silver lamps. 

At the appointed hour a considerable number of p~rson.,. 
a",oes of the first rank attended, and were accommodated on' the 
ground-floor, in the grand range of drawing-~oms, and a con
~iderable number of gentlemen took their statio~ in the garden 
in front of the house, where the ceremonial of marsllalling WIS 
to t&ke_place.~t a quarter; be(o~e. t\'f~v'.Q'clockl the neces" 
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sary arrangements being completed,. the proce~sloill (which 
was pedestrian) moved out of the coach-entrance which opens 
into Whitehall, and advanced Iloaainst the centre of Parlia
ment-street, which was newly gravelled for this melancholy 
occasi~n. A considerable multitude of persons who had, as 
early as nine o'clock, assembled, tilled the pathways and the 
greater part of the centre" of the street; but the ,constables, 
.*ho were 3.rr!nged under the direction of Mr. Lee" the high 
constable, kept a suffi.~t'.nt space open for the funeral to ad-. 
vance. 

Every individual, from the highest to the lowest, seemed 
to feel as if he had been deprived of a friend, a futher; ,md 
the general interest was not' a little deepened and increased 
by the simple and unostentatious manner in which dukeS', 
'peers, and nobles, assisted 'In this last sad ceremony ........ It 
was the offering of title at the shrine of talent, Mue,' mid 
integrity; and in the hour of his country's affliction, sucha 
testimonial must prove no common consolation. In the prO
cession were recognized many of his political opponents, who 
'knew tod well bow to.value the purity of his intentions; and 
,the profound resources of his iptellect, not to mourn his loss. 

Mr. Lee and a body or constables clearing the way. ' 
Two. mutes. 

Mourners, t.wo and two. 
Two pages. Two hundred gentlemen, two and two. Two pagea 

The Irish students-at-Iaw with hat-bands and gloves. 
The clergy and medical gentlemen with scarfs. 

Two mute •. 
Bearer~ with plume of feathers nnd escutcheon of the decea&ed. 

, " THE COFFIN, 
'CoTered with a rich paU, and supported by the 

Duke of Wellington, Duke of Norfi}lk, 
Earl of Harrowby, Earl of Dononghmore, 
Lord HoIIBlld, Lord W. Fiti:gerald, ; 
:Marquis of Dowllllhire; Lord Castlereagh (by proxy). , 

Chier mourner, ' . 
his train borne by Mr. H; Burke, supported by the Marquis of WeUesley 

and Lord Erskine, 
James ~tao, E6q. (eldest Ion of the deceased). 

, ' • Second muurner, 
hi, train borne by Mr: James Corry, and supported by Sir.B. BloomJiell\ 
" and Mr. H. Caulfield,' , 

Henry Grattan, Esq. (Jecood 800 of the deceased)., . 
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Duke of .~ His Royal ~ighl1ess. ~ Lord. 
Devonshire. l the Duke of Sussex. 5 Lansdowne. 

Members of the House of Peers, four abreast, according to title an! mnk. 
"Members of the Huuse of Commons, four 'abreast, according to rank. 

Gentlemen who attended as friends of the Deceased, two and two.· 
Undertaker's men as fitting, &c. 

Three pages closed the procession. 

. . The Roman Catholic nobleman and gentlemen attended in 
pursuance of the resolution adopted by that body: -

'" Britu" Catholic Boara,ltlonao.!/. June 12. 1820 ... 

His Grace the 'Duke of Norfolk in ihe chair. '. 
Moved by Lord Arundell- seconded by the Hon. Edward Petr4. 

Resolved
4

unanimously. -1st, That the British Catholic Board 
.feel an anxious wish to manifest, .in the most expl'essive manner,. 
'their deep afBiction at the heavy calamity whiclP has befallen'l.hi; 
empire, and particularly,the Catholic body, by the death of the 
Right Hon. Henry Grattan. 'and that the members of the Board 
do attend his funeral in Westminster Abbey, as a testimony 
of their gratitude for his eminent services, of their respect for his 
melllory,..and of their heartfelt grief at a loss so genet:!'y and so 
deservedly deplored.' . 

2dly. That the governors and committees or ;he &atholic 
schools within this metropolis be requested -to allow the children 
of their respective charities also to' attend the funeral. • 

NORFOL~, Chairman. 
EDWARD JERNINGHAM. Secretary. 

The 'Children we~e RCCOl'dingly ranged in front of, ~ 
wand entrance into the abbey. The Irish children were ha
bitedin greeD; and 'the whole presented a most interesting 
and affecting spectacle. 

The procession occupied nearly an hour in moving from 
Richmond House to 'Vestmmster Abbey, where it was re
ceiyed at the great ~estern door by the Rev. Dr. Ireland,' the 
,dean of Westminster, and attended by the whole ehoir of 
,the. abbey, who chaunted One of Handel's grand amthems 
as it advanced along the aisle to the vault prepared to receive 
tke cof!in.· The distinguished charac~ who composed 
the procession formed at each side of the ~ault, which was 
hung'with black, as the ooffin was borne to the opening of 
Ithe Vl\.ult. 



"'·'The :deai1, .! after· 'tenmmutes-' p-aSt . bnh' !()'clockf 'ead'the. 
servi~e; tOll ·thedeBd,' and immediatelY'aftel.' ihe' doot8: ~f th6t 
tOl?b"wete 'closed upon the remain~ ofMri Grattan,' aniid the! 
's~rOri~ and unaffect.ed'grief 'of the most illustriou&:~haractetil' 
of·the:e~mpire. "The tomb lies nearly betWeen Yte ,spot. :0' 
earth which· encloses all that was mortal of' Pitt· and 'Fox.> 
~t ndJoin~ '. the grave of the great Lord Chathamfl1nd is ·sut.,; 
rounded'by the tombs of Lord Mansfield and Other:emiltena 
public ,characters . ..;..../. 'Pte fo.ot i>f Mr. Grattan's CO,fliII neatl~ 
touches that of Mr. Fox. It IS exactly the spot, out Of hisowrl 
country, which it would be supposed Mr. Grattan would hav~ 
ieleded, for his tomb~ He rests among the most iIlustriouJ 
,~tatesmen' who have adorned the modem annals of ,the 

fount'1' 

. . . 
,loUse' of Commons, Wednesday, ,June 14~<1820: 

NEW waIT FOR DUBLIN. 

, SIlt '!t. M\CKINTeSR, in fising to move for a new for th4 
't(!turn of a member to serve in Parliament for" the: Cit; :of 
'D~b1in;ln'the' room of the Right Han. Henry Grattan; 
·;~egged·leii.ve,. ·iIi; th~ absence. of his Right Han. FrieridJ 
(Sir.J. Newport) to say a few words upon this melanchOly 
'ocCasion': "HE! could assure '~he House,. with, the utmos£. h~ 
'fnility,that'he ';had not undertaken this ~task: withoutfthe 
'oeepes( sense of his own, inability to do justice to tbatia 
'mortal name; and he could assure ~the House,7 with' equai 
truth, that be had not undertaken it from any general partiality 
: f?' pr.0~ee~rits of this ~ature. Far· fro~ approving. o~ BU~~ :i 
'Murse 1;>etY1g'pursued In cases of an ordmary descrtptum,;' h. 
'~~relidy to admit that,' if the 'practice were extended bejoLd 
'tie yery narrow limits iwithin which it had been oflate yram 
'c6nfhied;if friendship should make such addresses degenerate 
'm'to'matterS' of~brset he should most sincerely deplore the 
, ab'Jl~e!romf o\~r.; ~eceni custoin, and heartily ~~. :to. ~& 
: F.~. to. ~e 1n,odest silenC6 of our for~thers_ ~ !n~ed, studied 
panegyrtcs on the dead, 'Were not conS18tentwltli the. general 

.1 tJl 



c~r~~ p.nd::Jiijnp~,habit$ of Englishmen ;: it ,was: a:. pi-ae
ti~ tatheuuited to ·an enslaVed people. than to' .. land offree" 
m,(m~:for those. whQ were debarred' from. the: manly ,exercise$' 
o~I\-,:to.th~;i!atives o£this country, ,and n:strained to, few 
$l1bjects, .mjght·, be:expetted" in theabsenee ofothel", theme$' 
oIl-.,whicb theY'1Ilight dilate; to exhaust themselves it) laboured 
orationsaml jn. UJlmerited praise.' : Inmodetntioies;.the 
HoU$~ bad wisely limited. this usage, and hadronfirled Such' 
t.aihutes. to ~ases, in which ;the recent' death, where ·warni 
respects admiration; and affection,~d'e it ilnpossibl~ fQrany 
di1feren~e of opinion to prevail~ The,boUJlds which has thus' 
~en. o~erved" ought not to be exceeded. The: ,Hou,se ba!!' 
acted wisely, reserving such distinctions for occasions of ari. 
,e~raordinary nature. Were this not done, the, pr~ctice 
would 'soon resolve itself into a hollow and hypocritical
parade; conferring no h.()Doul.' on the subject of it, reflecting 
DQ credit on the House, and degrading to the feelings of the 
nation. ' If. he should be ashlJ.medof being found wanting in 
respe~t 'to the memory of those he had most loved' and' ho
Doured on earth, he'should not be less so of suffering fe~ings 

, of personal regard to.influence him on an occasion like the 
present, .so as to induce him:. to. In:ing'forward ih~ meri~of 
an i}ldividual as entitled to public admiration, whereitwasa~ 
aU doubtful whether 'posterity would confirm the deci~ionili.at 
~ht becorhe so' in the first. instance. 'The· honour~ ,they 
w;night render to those who were no more, ought to be strictly 
confined .to ~uch caseil as he had supposed. TlJey owed. this 
.s,well to,the.Iftemory of those whohad.not. received su(;h 
.honours 'as to those who ha:d ,received·them;.to.tlleir OWJ;L 

dlai-acters as well as' to those of their friends; for ,m~ny,:\Vh~ 
had not been so distinguished, were entitled to ,the ~ighe~ 
honours that friendship ,could bestow, though not.to that pe:
culiar mark of puhlic ponsjderation in that Hous~. ,~hic~ 
ought to. be . the appropriate .reward of exalted. pubUc,v~tu,e 
. and~ranscendent tale!lt. ' He could, not but insist tJiat, t!\e 
restraint imposed on th~r,fj;!elingsought ~()be continued,: f~r 
that:eulogiu~and those plaudits wQuId l>ecorp.~,u,ttedY''r0r~lr 
lesSi'if £or·,8, ~omen t' it ,cQuld: b~ doubt~d ,that~ey were., $~~.' 
bere...!<! WhenI h.e'~tat~dthat, exalted.: virtue'c.gre~t' pubhe 
~,t;!l,:,and transcenden~ talenlcw..efe, tQ§WJ~(liti911~ C?J}., \VN!f 

VOL. t. d" 
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such honours should be granted, and uttered the name of 
Mr; Grattan, he was confident chat every ~one who heard him 
woUld be ready to reply with eagerness, that he had satisfied 
thent all~' 'The first peculiarity which he would mention in 

-the character of this distinguished ind~vidual, wits a circu'm..: 
stance'memorable ill itself, and, as far as he knew, un
paralleled in history. Mr. Grattan was the first person (as 
he was iriformed)~ and certainly he was the only individual 
in our age,' td. whom parliament had voted a recompence for 
services, l"endered to the country, by one who was no more 

. than a privategentlenian, and 'who enjoyed . neither civilnOl" 
military honours:. It was now nearly forty years since the 
House of Commons had voted an estate to him and his 
family, not as a remuneration, for it :was ilnpossible that llis 
. transcendent merits could be .remunerated, but as a testimony 
'of national gratitude for his 'unequalled services. That vote 
was an indelible record of the gratitude of his country; He 
found his country -labOUring under the ,evils Of a foreign 
.policy; he' restored it to' its iDdependence; he found his 
country a province of England; he gave it a name among 
the nations ; he restored it to its just rights and privileges. 
Hewas'on~ of the few whose happiness and whose glory. it 
had heeD to have liberated his country from the domination'or 
a foreign power, not by arms a~d blo()d, but by wisdo,m ~rd 
eloquence. And 'he had the peculiar felicity of enjoying 'as 
much esteem and admiration in the country whose'llreten~~?~S 
he had resisted, as in the country whose independence 'Ie 
has restored. To try his merits by another 'criterion~)t 
was to be expected that in his arduous career of puhli<:, ser
vice,'much diversity of opinion was to be encountered, i~~d 
many honourable enmities to be incurred. It was, k>w~~~r, 
thepe~liar happiness of the great man whose loss they fIe
plored, 'that he hadsllrvived all those enmities;, h~ ,~ad 
'lived till the mellowing hand of time and the mild virtuei ;of 
age,l had extinguished every feeling of jealousy, and' me~ "of 
all parties· and opinions united in paying ,'to his memorY. a 
homage, deep, sincere, and unexampled. The HouSe m~si 
feel,' that, in paying this mark of 'distinction to his ~emory, 
posterity would review their decision, and that' the name .of 
Grattan \Youldoccilpy a large space iIi history., ,The ll,arra-
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t1ve of his life. :would,,' .in .rea1i~y, for~ the hist~.rJ.\ oft -his 
'country. Fertile as the British enlpire liad been in great men 
during the last half century, Ireland had ;undoubtedly,con
tributed her full share; but no name, not even the ,i,llu~u",~OUS 
h{muis of BUl~ke,Sheridan, an'd Wellington, wer~, ~ore eer
i3.inly' historical~ or more sure to be renlembel'ed by posterity, 
than' t11at ot Grattall~ Without entering into those contra
;.veJ:ted topics, the defence of which had obtauled for him the 
gratitude of his couli~ry in the year 1782,' he would .observe, 
onlj,'thal:; wh8.t~ver diffe,rence of opinion':mighi eXist, as to 
'~he:Union between' the two nations, ,nothing was more' cer
'ta~~thari this -- that no ,union could be lasting, till the two . 
nations met upon equal terms, and the represeptatives" of 
Ireland had their just and full slJare in the administration, of 
the whole empire: 'To mention a circumstance' of infedor 
,~10ment, it, was' a striking peculiarity in his parliameDi~)'y 
'history~ 'and uriexampled, perhaps, in the hi~tory of orators, 
;thlit he might be sai~ to lui.ve ~rived at the first. class of_, elo
quence in tw,? parliaments, differing. in tlleir taste, opinion, 
'imd'lJabits, as much as any two assemblies of different nations 
eould differ from each' other. His pre-eminence was con';' 
te.~sfld in' his ownc,ountry~where ~it and eloqu~nce sp;ung 
\ipJmQreSpo~taIleously than in any other - i~ was confessed 
:iii \~i~ couDtrY,,'wnere he came at ~ni advanced 8ge~"and,a~ It 
~erio'd when the House of Commons were made justlysever0 
.l1l:,t~,e~J~ogmen~ by the daily display of talt';nts; such ~s ,~;w. 
i ra~l~~ybe,~~tsee~ In a?y age or cou,ntry; ,he had therefo~"cc ~o 
ehcop-nter ,gr~~t names on the one hand, an,d unw~rrantable 
'e~ptctatrons on the other. The, inconvenienCE! arising, f~~l 
r~~~'p'~~2ti~e,: or addressing the House ~l?~? these, . ~~C~S~~I~S, 
J~eh~~re,d ,;l~ ~ec~ssary. to allege peCU1Utrltles,an,d ,he lc.o~d 
sh6w that 1n thiS case at least the precedent could not be

l ~bm~ I,dangerous. This. grent .. man' did not in4ee~ ~i~~n :'i~~s 
)It6u~ii; ,but he clied In his pi"ogress 'tc;I di'schl1.rge hisi p~!ic 
'di(ties f 'he' died in the public 'service •. ,~ilto th.eme'as~re 
,~~~t~fflehite~ae~~o lil'opose .to'Pa,rIian~~l1t; r.e. ~ig~(yeJl
'lure, perhaps, WIthout offen,dmg ~he ,fe~hngs 0(; any rpan,'to 

~d~~c~~~e': w~~tt~at ~~"~~(~~~ Itl~9~gh~: ~lP?!f ~~~ '~~bj~c< "ffe 
11aa~hsked hiS hfe to come to tllls flouse, be~qsebe th9ugi1t 
W\v6tild \>e thc'l~e~~i, 6tll;~aling i~e bleeiti~g"\vo~nds'of his 
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~QI.mtry, of establishing harmony an~ union in a kingdo~ 
,whose independence he had himself achi~ved; of transmitting 
to posterity_ with the records of her political, the history of 
~el' religions liberation; of vindicating the honour' of the 
.Protestant religion, and wiping from it the last stain that 
idimmed its purity, and' of supporting the cause of religious 
.liberty~ whose spirit went forth emancipated at the Reform
ation, and, which was adopted into the laws and constitution 
.of the 'country. In this great cause he had sacrificed his 

.Iife. His virtues were without alloy, ·and the purity of his 
life was equal to the brightness of his glory, ·for lIe was as 
eminent in his observarrce of all the duties of private life, as 

. he was heroic iII the discharge of hi!! public ones. He was 
one of those rare examples whose private virtues we!e as CQll

SpiclloUS as his public character, and shone forth as an ex
ample to all human nature. It was not his fortune to become 
acquainted with him till an advanced period of his life; and 
.th~ugh, in all the intercourSe which he had had with men of 
genius, he had constantly found simplicity of character to 
accompany great endowments of. mind; he might truly say 
that" he had never met with an instance in which such native 
grandeur of mind was blended with so much infantine play
fulness and simplicity ; in which the softest qualities were so 
happily combined with the loftiest and the grandest of human 
nature. He might truly apply to him the words of an 
ancient writer:.- . 

Vita innocentissimus, ingenio ilorentissimus, .proposito sanctissimue. 

It was the dying prayer of this great man,. that Great 
Britain and Ireland might be for ~ver united in the bonds of 
amity; and that the last stains of religious intolerance might 
be effaced from our system. Such has been the great object 
. of his political life, and by his unceasing endeavoun i~ this· 
cause, he had not merely rendered himself the· pride and 
ornament of his OWll country, but he w-as entitled to the 
rev~reritial gratitude and pious affection of every Englishman. 
He trusted that he would not be·too fanciful if he indulged a 
hope that the honours paid to Mr. Grattan's memory in- this 
country, might have some tendency to promote the great ob
jects of his life, by showing "to Ireland how much we valu~d 
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~ervices rendered tober, even, at the expence of our own ,pre.:. 
,judicciarid pride ; the man who has thus served her; niust 
~ver be the object o:f the reverential gratitude' and 'pious ·re. 
,collection of every Irishman. When theillustrions dead are 
gathered intO one common tomb, all national distinctions fade 
'away,. and they seem to be connected with 'us by a closer 
union, than laws or governments can produce; ids natural 
to dwell on 'their merits and their, probable reward. I feel, 

,therefore, that I cannot better close w~at I have to say, than 
by applying to Mr. Grattan the lines written on one who 
bad successfully laboured to refine our taste and our manners, 
but had nothing in cOIDmon with him other than a splendid 
imaginationand a: spotless life. Of Mr. Grattan, when car
.ri~d to that spot where sleep the ashes of kindredgreatrie~ 
it may truly b~ said, 

Ne'er to those chambers where the mighty rest. 
Since their foundation, ,came a nobler guest, 
Nor e'er was to the bowers of bliss convey'd 
A purer ~pirit or 'more holy shade." ' 

'Lord Castlereagh agreeing with. the remarks made by the , 
Hoil. and Learned Gentleman, as to the occasions on which 
a public tribute of applause should be rendered to ,those who 

"were no more, perfectly entered into the feelings which had 
been expressed with respect to Mr; Grattan, "and $ought po 
'individual could hesitate in awarding to his :tJ,ame the honours 
claimed for it. He,could remember when ne, (Lord C.) first 
came into public life in 1790, that Mr. Grattan was then in 
the splendour of his taleritl;, and certainly no talents had 
e~e~.a~serted greate~ supremacy ove~ a popular ass~~bly 
than hls had done. (Hear, hear!) -r He was, of oplDlon, 
that, in the great transaction which hfld been alluded, to, 
:England profited not less from the t~lents ,of Mr. Grattan 
than Ireland had done. ' By the victoJ,"y which, he had pre
~viously gained, Mr. Grattan had laid the foundation .for ,that 
measure which had united the two islands of Greaf; Britain ' 
aIi~ Ireland into one empire, and dissipa~d those mists which 
had before prevented both countries from seeing, ~heir,true 
IntereSts: The commercial bigotry which had ,once existed, 
was overthrown in co~seque~ce of his exel;tio~, and ,the ad~ 
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vantages ~es~lting, fro~this, were now -felt in the wealth 
wh~h~Jl~l.!' ~ou.ntry poured into the. other, and which it was 
no~~}{~'husiI].ess of parliament to fructify and enCl'ease. He, 
con1~~riea( ~ntirely in the observation which had been made 
by t~~jIoilOur:able and Learned Gentleman, upon the elo
que,#ii of )\11'. Grattan. It was no easy matter to transplant 
a tree'aftefa certain period; but in Mr. Grattan's case, the 
tree liM b~en' successfully transplanted, and the House had 
felt'its shade. Whatever difference of opinion might exist 
as 'io:the great question which it was. hili intention to bring 
before Parliament, there .could be none as to the transcendent 
merits of the great statesman who had made the last feeble 
effort of his expiring frame, to promote, the welfare of his , 
country. (Hear, hear, hear.)~,He wished it· were in his 
power to express in terms more. adeguate" the general political 
veneration he felt for the great character who was ,the subject 
of their present. discourse. He wali sure that there would be 
found as many, whose sentiments agreed. with those so elo
quently expressed by the Hon. and LMrned Gentleman, on 
his (Lord Castlereagh's) side of the House, as there were 
on'the other. '- (Hear.) He was sure the virtue,S of tha~ 
great chatacter would lo~g, live in the memory of the Bdtish 
nation: (Clieers.) . ' , 

Mr. C.Grant entreated the pardon· of the House for 
occupying: their attention for' a few minutes on a subject which:, 
to him was so c:teeply interesting. He was glad that this 00-, 

casion had not been allowed to pass, without paying that just 
tribute of panegyric to the memory of the late Mr. Grattan; 
beCause' he thought it was due to the feelings of the House of 

, Commons, to' the feelings of Ireland, and he would add, of 
England;' for we had also shared the advantage ,and glory qf 
his talents. He would 'not enter into a detail of the public 
life: and character of Mr. Grattan - it was satisfactory and 
consoling, ,that 'upon such an occasion all party differences 
should be laid aside.' In truth, that great man was, now far 
removed from all party differences; he had already taken his 
pla~e am~mg kindred spirits, to wh~m his distinguished vir
tues on earth had long been 'approximating him. That grea,~ 

. man 'was asdelightful'jn private life as he was in public. One 
, great! beautyiB his character :Was" that love of retireinent 
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which the ardour of bis patriotism- led him to'Corsake. 'to. 
Ilis last days' he felt and admired 'alI the I !\iIent ,charms, of 
nature, with all the freshness and ardour or a fi~t aftection~, 
He had had opportunities of seeing him in. the inidSt of 
his family and' friends, and of observing with ,what urban;' 
ity he' gave -himself up to th~ pleasures of domesti~ life. 
'l'hese recollections made him feel far more deep],y the'irre
pal1\ble loss Wllich himself, in common with the whole nation, 
now sustained; but they suggested another more useful. feel
ing - the inti~ connection there was between great public 
and great private virtJ,J.es. In truth, Mr. Grattan's political 
virtues struck so deep,' because they were deeply rooted in. 
the domestic virtues~ -:- (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. -Wilberforce. observed, that the great public serviceS 
which had been rendered, both to Ireland and· to. Great Bri
tain by the eminent'and lamented individual in question, had 
been well described by his Honourable and Learned Friend. 
Having witnessed all. the exertions of Mr. Grattan's political 
life, after his, introduction into .thi& country, he begged to be 
allowed to say a single word on .the subject •. He had never 
known a man whose patriotism and love for'the' constitution 
of his country seemed so completely to extinguish all private 
interests, and to . induce him to look invariably and exclu. 
sively to the public good -:- (Hear, hear, he~.) His mind 
was of a character which enabled him completely to triumph 
over party feeling on all questions.of ~eat public importance. 
(Hear, hear.) He could not abstain from remarking, that 
to this particular praise, Mr. Grattan was entitled ill.. more, 
than an 'Ordinary degree; well he remembered, that when. 
Mr. Grattan was apprehensive that the love of liberty, which 
no one had'more zealously infused iDto his countrymen than 
himself, carried to excess, right betray them into illegitimate 
conduct, he freely subjected hinlSelf to unpopularity, with a 
view to avert the evil, and to recal those who were giving way 
to it to a just sense of the benefici!J1 and excellent qualities 
of the constitution- under which they lived-:;:- (Hear, hear.) 
Mr. Grattan showed true wisdom in thus manifesting that the 
love of liberty was never so substantially gratified, 'as when it 
was 'gratified with a due observancepf that, proper rule and 
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rftllQQ¥aipatiQn 'without:: which <;the principlespf society. niust 
jm~ed¥lt~y qissolve~ 4 (lJear,hear:) . ,,"', .".'" 
: ,f )~,b!dV;. 6Fitzgerald ;trusted he might be permitted to 'oc
~l)pY2t..heJI:oUS¢) for~a fewmoments~ with theexpression:\oi' 
~P.o@)sent@ents·.which were C(lmmo!) to all )vho ,had ever 
4(1w~itht:rilYi':red individual. whose. loss the country had 
,:go~ t9"i,I,eplqre. lIe was fully sensible; ,that whatliver might 
:b!il·s~d(lJ(th~ !iubject, might do hoU!)ur to themselves amito 
;ili~ ,:Coimtry ;, ,but <;ould add no llonor.to the memory of such 
JI.:I;IlaJl_lj.s~r.Grattan. The Honourable and Learned Gell~ 
,t1eman who had' introduced the topic to the House,' had 
,expatiated '.o~ the character of his illustriousft-iend with an 
elo,quence and a feeling to which·' every breast responded. It 
.h.adbee:g truly !iaid by ihe Honourable and Learned Gentle
,I;Ilan that, if they wished toreao the history of Mr. Grattan, 
they ·must read the history of his country. With every me
morable 'OCCUl'renC~ in 'Irish history during the laSt, forty 
years,. Mr. Grattan's name ·was connected; and he had 
stamped it. with' his character. It was, superfluous to dilate 
pn,this subject. . To Mr. Grattan's exertions, Ireland, prill
)~ipally owed her independence. In his own words, the reo 
~volutiori thEm Jll;hieved WI\S '" alone in the history of empirrs, 
~he revolution accomplished without shedding fl'oiopof 
Jluman\llood/'(lIear; hear" hear !). He would abstain 
l:tr<,>m, dwelling on any topic calculated to excite a difference 
~fopini~n; 1>ut it was iIllpossible to contemplate the occasion 
af!d" circumstanC'es of Mr. Grattan's death; without somere
[erenceto that particular question, which,. to the last moment 
.'?f that great man's existence, occupied his.whole heart 'au"d 
isoul. Without entering into any discussion, whether Mr. 
Grattan's opinions on that question were right or not (the 
J.!ouse,knewhis, Mr; V. Fitzgerald's sentiments upon it).,Jle 
could not refrain from observing that there was, in the very 
,l1,1anncr and time of Mr. Grattan's death, a consecration of 
'hi~ ,~piniQns on that most important subject which was well 
calculated to augment their force and impression; He recol
'l~cted that on the first occasion on which he had the honour 
and. the happiness to hear Mr. Grattan in parliament, in':ld
verting to tJle talentS I\Jld services of his eminent but' de
ceased eontemporal'~es, "Burgh, Yelvelton, and -Flood, he 
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obs:ented~\ ~at 'although they llUa" not' . lived j W l\\lithes~hthe 
restoration of the iridependedce of-Ireland" theilii "get1ib.s 
.might be said to' survive, . even in the :measutes :",nidI'they 
.had themselves' failed to accomplish. MI': Grattan _<,: afore 
felicitous.·', His Slme'rested, not on:(rheas\lres:whicb,,;llnd' 
failed, ,but on measures which had sllcCeeded: 'bilt he! (Mr. 
Y" Fitzgerald)' trusted that, with respeci t~' the: other 'great 
'principles"so: often nnd so· ndmirnblymnintained'by 'hull' 'in 
that· House, his genius (to use his own expres&ion)"might 
survive and opernte,· though his mortal· part had' ceased 'to 
exist. (Hear, hear, hear.)" 

Mr. Deecher declared his conviction, that the House would 
'imake alloWance for the feelings which must ,animate every 

Irish bosoIq on contemplating ~e qualities of the most dis
tinguished and useful patriot that his country had ever pr~ 
duced. ,(Hear.) . Without stopping for a moment to 
consider his ,own incapacity to address, the House on such a 
subject; he should be ashamed to sit silently in any assembly 
wh~ he· had. a right to deliver his sentiments, 'when the 
Dame of Mr. Grattan waS mentioned; and he was sure that his 
sentiments were in unison with'those of all who' helU"d him, 
when he expressed his deep lamentation for the loss, and his 
profound veneration and gratitude, for the.' serVices' of IDe 
illustrious individual in question. He by no means intended 
,to enter into any detailed panegyric on that great nian~: He 
'was incapable of the task; and if he were capable bf i~'it 
,would be altogether superfluous. His principal reason' for 
rising was to mention to the House tllat a docwnent ..... the 

: dying , exhortation of Mr. Grattan to his Catholic eoun'ti-y-
men had been communicated to him (Mr. Beecher), which, 
,with, the permission of the House, ,he· would now reAd. 
:(The Hon. Member here read the document in ques.ti~n.~· 

't' 

.• The follo,ving is the paper alludeilto. Finding bimself unable 
to go down to the House, Mr. Grattap' dictated it a short time 

.. , before his death. . 
.J. .have entr!jated of Providence to give me, an opportunity to 

. : ,submit ,_ few propositions,., regarding Y(lur situati(lU i they go. to 
the, Roman Catl)-Olic interest anI! to y(lui' pwn~ '., , 

,Firllt,:" I mo~t lltronglyrecommend th~t the ~'YQc.ountri~s,may 
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Nothing. could,. in Ilis ?pin!on, .be nlore favourlJJ>~e.to ~t. ! . 

Ora~tan t~an this proof, In his dymg moments, of1us anxIous . I 
solicitude. that his Catholic countrymen might not fall into·· , 
ei·r6r. He (M. Beecher) trusted that they would not do SO~ 
Be .trusted they would not fail in the attainment of the im- . 
portant.objectWhich they had in view. If they should fail, 
he was persuaded it could only be by a departufEl from the " 

never separate, and that Ireland should never seek for any con-
nexion except with Great Britain. • . 

My next advice is, that the people of these countries should 
not look to a Democratical Government ;thelJ are not fit for .it; 

. and the Democracy proposed, means notMng hut a militarlJ 
government. . 

Universal Suffrage and Aimual Parliaments, profess to give the 
people the power which thelJ do not. Their first operation 
is to repeal all the lawswhidl prevent the army from voting, 
and of course leaves the election to the armlJ. The next operation 
is to remove all the laws that prevent persons who are connected 
with' the revenue from voting, and leaves the election to the iriflu
ence if the Crown; the result of both would be a riot, and not 
an election. \ have just breath enough to enter my protest 
against both. 

With respect to the Roman Catholics, they have a right to 
worship their God as they please, the Roman Catholics have 
iJ right to helieve in transubstantiation; they owe allegiance to· 
their God and .to their king; but thelJ do not owe allegiance to the 

. Pope;. there exists no right, there exists no power to control 
them. 

Under these circumstances, I beg to propose the following 
resolutions. . 

Resolved, - That a committee be appointed, with a view to 
repeal the Civil and Political . disabilities, which affect His 
Majesty's Roman Catholic SQbj~cts on account of their religion. 

Resolved, - That such repeal be made with due regard to the 
InviolabilitlJ of the Protestant Relig~on and Establishments. 

Resolved, - That these Resolutions do stand the sense of the 
Commons of the Imperial Parlian1ent, on the subject of Civil 
and Religious Liberty, and as ~uch be laid before His Majesty. 

These resolutions contain my sentiments i th;, is mlJ testa
mentar!Jdisposition, and I die with a love if lihertlJ in 1»lJ neart, 
and this declaration infavour ifmlJ country ill mlJ hand. 
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dyingr jnjuntti()n~,of their unwearied champioIi;811d.best, 
frielld l' and<who, .had taken so, solemnanoppOl"tunity "Of 
giving wholesome adyiceto them~ as he had freqllentIydone 
to those who were to legislate for them. . He had gratified' 
his Qwn feelings ,in having said'these fe\Ywords; he hoped he' 
haq:done no injury' to the memory of the gre~t· manor 
wh~~ ',he had peen' speaking; and ,he trusted' he had .not 
committed an unreasonable trespass on the patience of the 
Hoiise:-~ (Hear, hearS '. "....,.. ", .. _, 

The motion waS' agreed to~ 
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GRATTAN'S GRAVE. 
, - , 

HOWED down 9Y patriarch length of days 
And toil of public services, 
Dim waned at last Life's wasted flame, 
An~ Nature's final crisis came .....: 
Yet then! even then, ;'When withering pain 
Press'd hard upon the breath and brain, 
The spirits' quenchless element , 
Blazed forth all freshly and. unspent -
For liberty one rally yet, , 
One struggle er~ her sun be set! -
The Patriot willed - the mortal tried
And in the glorious effort died! 
He died, as ,might become the past, 
Sublime and radiant to the last; . 
His latest accents breathing zeal 
For freedom, and his country's l'I'Cal. 
For them he lived - for them would pray~ 
As life's low pulses ebb'd away; 
But, in the midst, the prayer was riven, . 
On earth half uttered - half in heaven
Ana sure, if dying Patriot's love 
E'er reached the eternal throne above, 
That martyr's pure, impassioned prayer, 
Found audit ,and acceptance there. 
Ranged by his bier in stranger land, 
There moum'd a good and glorious 1?and, 
Of majesty, and might, f!nd milld, 
The living lights of human kind; 
And near his proud allotted bed, . 

. Reposed the kindred patriot dead -
Yet 'midst that scene, where every name, 
Was shrined in History - dear to Fame
Seemed the new inmate, entering there' 
Like some celestiv.1 messenger, 
To reign alone - his memory 
To dim all' else - and every eye 
,Forgot the royal, good, and. brave, 
Rooting its glance in Grattan's grave~ 



And Eloquence" her son was weeping, 
Among the mute now stilly sleeping; 
And Erin's orphaned children,sent, 
,Across the seas; their hearts' lamept; 
Arid generous Engllmd's chosen flower 
Of chivalry, and worth, and power,' 
Mingled their manly 'sympathy 
Above a nametbat cannot die; . 
The Patriot's memory will be blest 
Wherever be his place of rest, . 
Yet his, 'perchance, had meeter been 
In his own native val.eys green; 

, Where' pilgrim hands, with pious care; 
Shamrocks, the first' of' &-pring, might bear; 
And offer, all to them that's given~ 
Their fond, believing prayer,to Heavim. ' 
But no-'tiskere,his grave should be, 
Majestic land-mark to the free, 
Breathing a soul, a power, a spell 
O'er men...,.... a moral miracle ...... 
Here,· near yon 'walls so often shook, 
By the stern might ofhls reb~ke;' 
While bigotry, with blanching brow" 

, Heard him, and blush'd, but would not bow. 
Here,'where' his ashes 'may fulfil 
His country's cherishedniission still" 
And whim, by his example fired, 
Some Patriot" like 'himself; inspired, 
Again the' arduous theme snall try" 
For which 'twas his to live and'die; 
Here let him pOlnt his last appeal, 
Where Statesmen and' where Kings' should kneel ; 
His bones will warn them to be just," • 
Still'pleading ev~ from the dust I 

~ Wes~inster Abbey. ' 
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B~ Thomas Moor'e. 

SHALL the harp thEm be silent, when he who first gave 
To our country a name, is withdrawn from oll eyes?t 
Shall a minstrel o~ Erin stand mute by the grave; 
Where the first - where the last of bel' patriots Iie~ ? 

No -faint though the death-song mlY fall from his lips, 
Tbough his harp, like his soul, may with shadows be cr05jj, 
Yet, yet shall it sound, 'm,id a nation's eclipse, " 
And proclaim to the world what a st~r hath been lost I 

What a union of aU the affections and powers 
By which life is~exalted, embellished,' refined, 
Was embraced in that spirit - whose centre was ours,. 
Whill its mighty circumference circled mankind. 

Oh! who that loves Erin - or who that can see 
Through the wastEl of her annals, that epoch sublime -
Like a pyra~id rais'd in the desert, where he· 
And IUs. glory stand out to the eyes of all time 1- l 

That one lucid interval, snatch'd from the gloom 
And the madness of ages, 'when, fill'd with his soul, 
A nation o'er]eap'd the dark bounds of her doom,· J 

And, for one sa~red instant, touch'd Liberty's goal.! 

Who, that ever hath heard him - hath drank at. th,e .so.urce 
Of that wonderful eloquencE\, all Erin's own, 
In whose high-thoughted daring, the fire and the forcE\,( ) 
And the yet untam'd spring of her spirit was shown-

An eloquencE\, rich - wheresoever its wave 
Wandered free and triumphant-with thoughts· that shbbe 

throug~ 
!>-s clear as the brook's" stone of lustre," and gavE\, 
With the flash of the gem, its solidity too.. . . 
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Wh~, that ever appl'oach'd him, when fi'ee fll~m the crowd, 
In a home full of love he-delighted to tread ' 
'Mong the trees whic!? a nation had given, and which bow'd,. 
As if each brought a new civic crown fm' his head-:-

That home-where ""':"like him who, as fable bath told! 
Put the rays frOID his brow, that his child might come near, 
Every glory forgot, the most wise of the old ' 
Became all that the simple!t and youngest hold dear. 

Is there one who hath thus, through his orbit of life~ 
But at distance observed him-through glory, througli blame, 
In the calm of retreat, in the grandeur of strife, 
Whether mining or clouded, still high and the same-

Such a union of all ,that ~nriches1ife's 'h;UJi, 
Of the sweetness we love, and the greatness we pr!lise, , 
As that type of simplicity blended with power, - ' 
A child with a thunderbolt only pourtrays. 

t>h no~not a. hea:r~that e'er knew hini, but mourns.. 
Deep, deep o"'et the grave where such glory is shrin'd--

, . ' , 

O'er a monument Fame will preserve 'mong the urns, ' 
Of the wisest, the 'bravest, the be~ of mankind! 

• • 
ON A LIBEL,. SAlD TO 'BE COPIED FROM, AN IRISH:' JiEWS-

, 'PAPBR ·,ONTHEMEMORY OF MR. GRATT,6.N •• 

CAN it be that from Ireland .. the'calumny came? , ' 
'Was"itthere that a heart and a hand could be found 

To rake up the ashes and rifle the fame 
Or'thetmightiest man that e'er hallowed her ground? 
,_.' .". . 

Does she boast her exemption from venom no more? 
Most wretched, but long the most pure spot of earth " • 

',Have 'the tears of her sons washed the charm-from her ShOI'C, 
And corruption hatched vile things like this into birth ?, 

• The Hibe.:ni~n JO~I~~~I,' ~o~, ~xti~ct. conducted ,on O~nge 'p~in
ciples under the administration 'of the Duke of Richmond. Lord Talbot, 
and Mr. Saurin (Attorney Genera!.) 
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N(), no ..... let us hope that some less favoured clime 
Engendered the crawlet;'1Vhtcl1.rept from the gloom 

.To shakeofi' its covering of slander and slime 
In the brigl;tt~~Ij. ~p,II.Vhin~ r~1!o"4t!t~, r~tri9t'~ ,tomb. 

Or is itthat fame.....,..like th~moulderingclay ,',','j, 
In the charnel- is doomed for a 1Vhile to remaia, 

Of self-begot reptil~; the sport, tillthe day.: 
When the loud irlimp of Heavenshlill ntouse:it again? 

It would seem so - .. for, all whom. the ;orld has ·adoref},,;· 
Let their glory be built on what structure it ,might, 

On virtue or valoui -by pen or. by sword""",, :, 
Have had spots on the~. dilik,beit" ever SQ bright. 

Let us look throqgli the vist&sof History" page, • 
And w~ see not one name of the good 'or the grtl('t, i 

Ungna"ed by the loathsomest worms of the age- , 
400 can Grattan find· tre~dom from Cicero's fate? 

But n~ fear for his fame from" such reptiles 'as,those, I :i 

... When Wellington, C,!lStlereagb, .Canning were prou<l ! 
To 'i'ash out.the shame that they once were, his' foes,~,· 
. - In tears which bedewed every fold of,hisshroud •• 

Little fear for his fame, when a halld' weak a8 mine, 
That was palsied by grief when the Patriot died~ 

And dared not his greatness disgraced by one line, 
Has nerve to crush this thing by which he'sdecri~d. : 
. • " •• I 

Still let not the unavowed wretch slink fromuav ., ,. 
In some bye:-place of scorn - for when niffi~ns lnfest~ 

Each illustrious traveller on honour's broad, way," 
We must gibbet some victims to frighten the rest 

Let him skulk not unknown, but immortal uprise, ; 
Like the Grecian incendiary; blasted by Fame; 

.And when temples to Grattan are piercing the skies.,;" 
, On their basements be sculptured the Libeller'snamel 
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THE D~ATH OF MR~GRATi'AN> 

.4JtrilJUJed to'Mrs. Bic1uzrtl. Trenck.:: ' 

THE phmnix of OtuL isle ascends 011 high : 
; He did not idly,8.it . 

. Th' impen~g stroke of' Fate 
Thenohle bird prepar'd his nest to die. 

The scintillating flame 
Arose to heav'n, from whence it came, 

And leaves a trail of light.along.the ~ky. ' 

Grattan! ~y triumph over death, . 
Thy fervid days' m!1jestic close, 
Thy kindling hope, and bright repose, 

Bequeath'd us, with thy partingb,reat~s 
, A boon as great as ought tby mind 

E'er strove to win for ,human kind., 
We catch. glimpse of unkno~ po';"rs, 
lfore, of the coming world than ours, 

Seemg, that high and holy views 
Such glories o'er thy couch diffus~ 
That life can nought more precious give, 
Than thus, like thee, to cease to live. 

Thy patri~t heart dt:sir'd i' exhale 
Its latest sigh within thel'ale " 

Where Chatham, deeply honourd, feIT, ~ 
Dying. like him, in-.duty's path; 
Heav'n check'd this :wish - nQt in i~ w!:'atIJ. 
But lest thy.rising Boui should trace, 

In those it loved on earth so well, 
, Such pangs·as time call ne'er ~ace.t " 
Had other-eyes IJr, heaJ1;s t~ thejri. 
Bestoweq tl1E! last and dearest c~es.. 

. FQr.J;lI~t an.d bles$t$ in, ea~ ~~ ., 
The charities of life supply; 
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'Twas thine domestic joys to prove, 
:Through a long fme or,cir~ling year~, 
Wbose mingling radiance but appears 

One su~mer's 'pay of,. ~edded love; 

Oh! wa~ it not a piercing task, 
When a palepaughter .knelt to ask 

A dying father'l! last reply! 
As Royal Sussex pl.:/ly'd, th:t all. 

Of noble Grattan, that could die, 
Might wait ~~ last triumpharit~all,' 

Where poets, :heroes, sages.lie. 

Deep love ~xpl~r' d thy fading. eyes, 
So near' their t01:81, last eclipse; 

And saw a tlIQnsie~t; spark :arise - i I 

Saw a s~et smile pass o'er, thy lips, 
Ana in th~ pressure of thine hand; 

As cold before as mountain ,snow; 
Now war~ !\,itlimomentary glow," 

Felt how the vestal flame was fann'd, 
• That, deep within thine ardent soul, 

Blaz'd unde,r virtue's strong control, 
Immortal as from Heav'n it came, 
The pure, ethereal love Qf fame. 

When, on Ierne's emerald shore, . 
"Thou saw'st her grateful myriads pour j 

Her cliffs all kindling into life, 
As swift receded from thy. view. 

Thilt beauteous theatre of strife, 
The land that found thee always true ~ 

The, workings of thy mighty mind 
Must in their circle ~have combin'd, . 

, Of thought, of feeling, 'passion, more 
. Than' ev'n thy eloquence could reach - . 
Too deep for tears, too strong for speech. 

The multitude, with fond respect, 
Awhile each mark of f~l~g ~heck'd : 
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The, ligh~ wave" .t-ipvling o~~t~~!iho~}. 
Was plamly heard-,the parting,oarr"

But when tlIis.,hallow'd silence ,broke" 
'Vhen ev~i:y voice was heam to: swell,:~ . ,. 
In one magnificent' farewell, , :: 

As if thy' country'igeilius, spok.e,~ 
Far as'th' inspirihg:sounds exteild~. 
Theoct'aR, Freedom's' awful friend, 
Thrill'd i~roi:Jgh'bis i¥.m~st dep~s,,, and: inarmur~d 

, hoarse applause. ,;'. 'i i:' 

While on thine heart an impulse fell~' 
That, sweetly soothing, 'seem'd to tell. 

Of triumph to ihine holy cause. .. 

What was thy sum of public life? 
One long and ~xemplary sqife, 
To banish all that darkens earth, 
And serve the land that gave thee birth. 
Tbyyoungest hope - thy latest care
Thy daily wish;....... thy dying prayer
Was freedom of the noblest kind, 
The freedom of th' immort8I. mind. 

Thy energy nor~.rose norfell,'· 
As pride might wake,. or passion sw~; 

Such in thy bosom could not dwell : 
'TwaS a bright.river,' swiftly flowing, 

Abounding more as onward going: 
Now with fertilizing course' 
Diffusing plenty; now with foice . 
Upheaving dark and ruin'd tow'rs, 
Grey relics of barbaric hours. 
Thine eloquence illumined high 
Whatever caught thy mental eye;. ' 
Adorn'd the lovely form of Truth, 
To claimth' enamour' d vo~ of yo~th", 

Dispell'd the mists in Error's dark domain,. 
The consCience pierc'd with salutary p~in, 
Call'd forth new feelingsL wak.en'd dorman't powers; 
And bade :the,deserRbIQom~with~v:ernal,tIow~rs; 
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Pale Bigotry Per war-whoop sang in vain, 
And chaim'd Attention hUgg'd her golden chain 

Yet, thougq thy name illume th' historic page, 
As patriot, statesman, orator, a.rui sage, 
Though nation's bles~ and rival senates. hung 
On the commanding accents or thy tongue -
There was a daily beauty in thy life, 
In Nature's lap, remote from toil and strife, 
Soothing deep sorrow with this dearer boast, 
Who nearest saw, adI:nir'd and lov'd thee most; 
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RETRENCHMENT. 

AIR. ROBERT STEWART'S MOTION REGARDING TilE EXPENCES OF 
THE NATION-

February 2.1778. 
ON this day l\ir. Robert Stewa~t brought on the motiOl1ofwhich 

he had given previous notice': ,he stated the expenditure pf the 
country, and the distress 'under which she laboured: he iecom
'mended to government to contract their expences ; and, in.'Order t() 
lay the foundation for retrenchment, he moved the following 
resolution: .. Resolved, ~hat the expl;lnces of the nation from 
Lady-day, 1763, to Lady-day, 1777, have exceeded its income." 
This motion was .supported by Sir Edward Newenham, Mr. 
Frederick Flood, and Mr. George Ogle, who severely inveighed 
against the pension list; it. was al.so, supported by Dr. Clement, 
Mr. M~ti,n, the Prime Serjeant (Mr'-Burgh). and the Provost (Mr. 
Hutchinson). The Priine Serjeant said; that t4e motion ",as pt;qper 
'and necessal'Y,; ,that the, distresses of the country'. were' ~ tlieir 
height; the resol)ltion did not reflect upon the viceroy, (Lord 
Buckinghamshire;) ; who· he believed was disposed to rende! the 
nation essential service; that nobleman had, n{)t . lef.t...a ,hope4e-

,'luded or a wish restrained; he,also entertained a fa.vourable opinion 
. of .th~' ,ad.nU~i,s~rljtion )Vith. wl}OIl\: hehadJacted during, the session~ 
.but~e ',D}?strno'Y take a: ,c~~tJ;ary pa~t';' ,and. neither the voice of 
,ambltlon,.lnterest, or affectIOIr,' could urge him to vote contrary to 
,the .dict!'teB:9qi~ ju!1gri,Jep~,'or;\ofhis heart., Mr.l"ost~f B,aid. that 
the motion was gro~4ed' on truth, '8m1 that \bough h~ ,had voted 
with the governme~r duHng 'the whole p~that s,ess!on.' he must 
now vote for the question. 
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The motion was, opposed by the Attorney General (Scott after
ward Lord Clonmell,) Sir Henry Cavendish, Mr. Hearne (Secre
tary), and Mr. Henry Flood (Vice Treasurer): he entered into a 'long 
statement, and a numerical calculation of the expences of the coun
try. Mr.Monck Mason at length stated, that though a negative could 
not be given to the fact of an increase in the expencea of the nation, 
and the excess over its revenues and income, that it did not state 
the whole of the truth', because, although the resolution declared 
that the expences exceeded the revenues for fourteen years, yet 
it did not show ~he causes, and left an unjust stigma upon govern
m~nt. The expences had arisen in a great degree from the great 
excess of parliamentary grants and bounties; with a view, there
fore, to negative the motion, he moved, by way of amendment, to 
insert after the word "resolved" the words II that it is now 
necessary to declare." 

Mr. ('RATTAN said, Ministers long ago declared that re
ducijon was necessary, but instead of reduction there has 
been increase. A considerable part of the late increase arises 
from great salaries given to sinecures, the more glaring on ac
count of the rank of the proprietors. Gentlemen say the prices 
of things have risen: even if the observation extended to 

, sinectJres,' it has nothiag to, say to the present increase, 
because the price of things has but little varied since 1765, 
and not at all since 1773, and because this alteration in the 
price of things, if it were a fact, should pave in the same 
proportion increased all the Judges' salaries, and, the wages 
of eTery officer in civil and military establish~ent within the 
same period, - but the salaries of effective men have for the 
most part continued as they were: it is idleness chiefly has 
felt an alteration in the price of labour. It is said there is a 
growin.g difficulty in suppressing smugglers; this is no argu
~ment, 'eveD' though the expence did not arise from sinecures, 
because the growing expence is founded on a growing extra.
vagance. A corrupt and jobbing policy has driven us to at
~mp~ new taxes, which force the condition of trade, and are 
Ii flI'emium to smugglers, and a new swarm of smugglers 
give birth or pretence to a new swarm of revenue officers, 
witb new burthens on the people, and with an army of penal 
laws; so that the old deficiency of revenue is brought about 
again by the smuggler who defrauds,. and by the job of 
government that intercept the revenue, and the practice of 
Tunning in debt is thus rendered immortal. This prodigality, 
'Which blasts the nation at its birth is rendered the more inex
cusable, when we consider that in order to avoid this very 
'mischief, (a return inadequate to the tax,) we have super
ceded trial by jury; we have granted the most summary 
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powers of search; we have granted the most siI.nuruiry right 
of proc~eding and mUitary execution; we have trenched 
upon the subjects' birtJl-right" for the better collecting the 
revenue by the laws of Excise, which revenue is afterwards 
sacrificed to the sinecure officers of the Customs. Do we not 
know what a scene of eagerness, what a scene of avidity, and 
scraping tyranny the revenue is, and how difficult it is f(lr the 
subject, upon that infirm business, to stand upon his consti;. 
tutional' right, against the further· encroachments of hungry 
excise? Do we not know what power is granted to a ,low 
exciseman, a description inferior to a surveyor, to command 
the army,. and enter into the subjact's dwelling by right, with 
all the licence, and terror, and plunder, which are to be ap
prehended from meanness and ignorance united to command? 
To do what? to collect the revenue at 15s. per cenL in order 
to engraft . a sinecure or' pension establishment ontha.t of 
colleqtion: the theory is tyranny, the practice is waste,--the 
revenue dies, whether intercepted by the smuggler or by the 
jobs of collection. I therefore say, that the Parliament 
which makes smuggling in the lower classes felony, should in 
the higher clas.ses make the intercepting the public re~enue 
(which is' the worst species of smuggling) an object of re
duction. 

What is done with the revenue after it has been mis;' 
managed in the collection? Hardly out of the hands of the col
lectors,it meets with a deduction in the additional salaries . 
granted to the vice-treasurer and clerk of the pells. The civil 
list is now 90001. greater than in 1773 : incresie, if necessary, 
the salaries of effective officers, but why increase the salaries 
of those who have less to ,do than ever, or of those who nev~r 
had any ilting to do at all? Why is there scarce a sinecure 
whose salary government has not increased? Has business or 
trade multiplied on· us so exceedingly to justity or necessitate 
this public ruin. . . - . 

, I appeal to those gentlemen who labour under the want 0..£ 
something to do, whether the places they fill are not super
fluous. 90001. in two years, you will say, is not much, ,but 
90001. in.the two last years, superinduced on an increase ill the 
two years before, more expensive than any former years, 
accompanied with an increase in every other establishment, is 
not only an insupportable burthen, but a deadly proof of .that 
active spirit of waste which has, under a succession of govern
ments,hurried us on with,an accumulated velocity to general 
bankruptcy. I can see as well as any other man that this or 
that drop of blood is not from the heart of the nation; but I 
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cannot, like them, avoid contemplating the languid state of 
that body, which they bleed so repeatedly and sq profusely. 

So much have. those new places: and. new salaries growll 
UpOll the compliance of the country, that the civil list alone is 
nQw merely double what it was twenty years before, ot' which 
37,0001. has been the creation of the .last ministry. The 
three establishments, civil,. military, and revenue, have, under 
one administration, increased· 80,ooOl.~; a ground surely for 
this motion. The people, who see that employment is not in 
the contemplation of such places, grow suspicious: they think 
(injuriously I allow) that the officer is not appointed to 1ihe 
office, but that the office is fabricated for the officer; not that 
he may discharge a duty under the crown, but betray a trust 
he holds under the people, that invention is jaded, and the cata';' 
logue tortured, to find denominations for places mounter1 upon 
ihe establishment to out-balance the voice of the, people, by 
coinmitting iI. robbery upon. the revenues of the community; 
that places 'are not created for individuals only, but that we 
have established and entailed upon the public whole found
ations of idleness, so that, in the opinion of the people, we are 
delib\!rating not only about limiting an f'xpen<:p, but ~{'tting 
bounds to a slave trade. • , 

The pension list alone, were it unaccompanied with the 
the subsidiary list of sinecures, calls for this motion, - • that 
national incumbrance, - that public disgrace, - in whose 
increase every thing that should be respectable is blasted, -
the law,.the faith, and the propriety of government, -that list, 
which has in one day been increased ·2~,OOOI. by the solemn 
and wasteful hand of one administ~ation~ that· had preyed 
upon the vital.sti·ength and the contributions of the, people. 
Do you doubt these things? Can any man doubt this who 
recollects what regularly happens after the prorogation of Par
liament, and before the departure of an administration? 

. When the day of promise is at hand, and the secretary's 
~ffi~e opens to hear the causes of those men who have opposed 
economy, and have claims upon profusion, who hav81DtuTed a 
great public question by a corrupt amendment, and. can ad
vance the pretensions of some signal. disgrace heaped 'upon 

,themselves and their country., • 
Nor is it only that the nation is impoverished by the cor

ruptspirit in which ministers have increased every salary; the 
country is plundered by their inadvertency: by yielding to the 
importunities of some, they teach all men to be importunate. 
One job is the father of a thousand pretensions: the known 
prodigality of His Majesty's ministers in Ireland has taught .. . 
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inunodesty to the' officer; and where every thing is a job, every 
man will be a claimant.' . . 

Thus has this new system, (or l know not whaUo call it,) 
ofvenality and prodigality, advanced upon this country,with a 
solid and accumulating strength, ,which has broken down the 
'great works of the constitution; the spir~t of making places; 
and of giving sinecures and additional' salaries, destroying 
the action of the executive, has come upon us in such an iO'no
minious train of prodigal idleness, that the pension list ;:tone 
is now greater; by 20,0001., than the whole civil list was twenty 
years ago, of which fifteen have been 'years of peace - I say 
of peace (of prosperity I will not call them): look at one 
another, and ask, where is that inundation of merit, or of 
business, that can arm the tongue of past administrations with 
the shadow of an argument tor such unpal'allelled uiischief? 

The service of the crown has sunk, the emoluments >have 
increased, its dignity vanished : the supposition of hire pre-
cludes the idea of honour.' . 

Ministers have taken the jewels out of the crown, and have 
staked them against the liberties of the people. 
'. .As to the military ~stablishment; it was, in 1771, 976,9171.; 
it is now 1,037,1011., th'e inost expensive army in Europe. 
Since 1771, there pas been an increase of 61,0001., and yet we 
are not better defended. Since 1773, that period of promised 
economy, the military list has increased 22,.0001. Pells and 
pounaage have been excused to the army, amounting to 
22,0001., a measure which will neither excuse nor account for 
the difference; - a meaSure which, in itself, might have been 
right, but certainly was wrong in the manner of adopting it; 
for it was carried' into -execution without consulting parlia
ment, in addition to other expensive military regulations, by an 
administration which had promised reduction. 

That 15,000 ,inen cannot be fed, clothed, and disciplineds 
for less than 500,0001. is what no financier in the world, ex': 
cept an Irish secretary, will assert. '~e King of. Pru¥ii 
would not say.it: the King of France Will not say It, whose 

. military establishment, in time of peace, is 240,.000 men, and 
whose expence, with our economy, would be 7,000lOOOL, 
yearly. There is, a report of a committee' appointed to 
enquire into the state of the army in 1767, from -which it ap
pears that the charge, including payment by King's letter 
and all other military' expences, exceeded the most expen
sive vears before the late war, in the amount of 270,0001., ii.n<l, 
that "the nation was not better defended. Upon that report, an 
address was presented to His Majesty, praying two things,..::
defence and reduction:- the address was graciously. recuiv~d. 
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Afterwards; the augmentation ~as proposed, and 100,0001. 
was added to the expence complained of; and since that aug
mentation, regulations have been made, most of expence, 
none of reduction. As to the capacity to reduee the military 
expenees, it is evident from the proniises repeatedly made, 
though hithertO little regarded. \Vith respect to th~ saving 
by the absence of 4000 men of our army, it is but an occasional 
relit!f from the establishment which government have recom
mended; and it would be rather unreasonable that Ireland 
should pay for 11,000 men in foreign service: I speak of the 
economy of the military establishment in Ireland. As to the 
question of security, I pass it over in silence; and I do say, 
that the military establishmenl: of Ireland, which is now 
1,037,0001., and 24,0001. greater than in .1773, is an object of 
reduction. 

To increase that enormousexpence to the amount, which is 
-a new tax, in addition to the expence of the augmentation 
while parliament was sitting, and the ministers talking of eco
nomy, was a boldness not to be justified by the propriety of 
the measure i~elf; it was a falsmcation in government of 
their own estimates; it was the anticipation of parliamentary 
sense, and public treasure, not reconcilable to that deliberative 
character, which, in all matters appertaining to money, the 
Commons ought to possess without insult or violation. I do 
not say that our army. should not be as well paid as any army 
in Europe: let it be amply provided fol' and paid up to the 

. day. The bravery of our troops in defending their country 
would have been a good motive fo~ Parliament to increase 
their pay, but no justmcation to ministers for im'ading the 
spirit of her laws. 

If any man should now say that Lord Townsend's esta
blishments were not prodigal, I will recall the solemnity of 
Lord Harcourt's ministry to answer him; - Lord Harcourt's 

~ ministry, who stated the expences of the Townsend govern-
o ment capable of reduction at 50,0001., and promised reduc>
tion. to that amount, with a. grave and sole~n emphasis:-
50,0001.! tflat was £he sum of the superfluous prodigality or. 

. their predecessors' expences adInitted in 1773, by Lord Har
coures administration: What was their own? an increase or-
90001. in die civil)ist, of 22.0001. in the military, of 24,0001. 
in the revenue, besides new pensions, in the two years, of 
24,0001., in all 80,0001.: 80,0001., the prodigality the last 

. ministry created, in addition to 100,0001., the prodigality 
ministers adInitted. ' I cannot in general revere the authority 
of that ministry, yetiP favour of retrenchment it is the highest 

oopini,9D,for it is the testimony of an enemy. 
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I mentioned 80,0001., the neW expenees created by the last 
ministry; expences memQrable, because they happen to oe 
equal to the whole amount of the new taxes; memorable, for 
they are a strain of profusion unparallelled; memorable, be-

· cause men ashamed of that ministry on account of such. ex~ 
pence endeavour to entail that expenee upon the people: the 
ministry, the grave ministry, that asked for new duties to 
supply the old exceeding of the establishment, upon express. 
terms to diminish those old expenees; so that the result of 
grants and management might be equivalent ~o; the old ex~ 
penee they promised to . diminish, added new expences of 
their own, equal to the new duties, and extinguishing them, 
making the stamp act and the tax up'on wine a personal grant 
to themselves and their connections; not a fund for govern~ 
ment; and do we doubt whether reduction is necessary? If 
we suffer the public revenues to become the prey of indi~ 
viduals we put an end to all government, and of course we 
diminish allegiance; allegiance will not be withdrawn th~mgh 
protection is, but .it will be· a murmuring allegiance ill de
served, and reluctantly paid. 

What are our expences? 2,173,7001.: what are the 
rev~nues? the highest ye~s of income were the two last, 
they were 1,900,0001., they were the lowest years of expen~ 
diture; for Ii fourth part of the army was withdrawn ; that is, 
an expenee of 260,0001. was not upon the establishment: 
where is the saving? the expenditure at its ebb, the revenue 
at its flow scarcely equalize: what is the average revenu'e? 

· 1,900,0001.: what the full establishment? 2,173,7001. Thus 
there appears a difference between the revenue added by the 
new taxes, and tlle peace establishment of Ireland, of 273,7001. 

· Must it not, then, strike gentlemen with some contrition, and 
should it not tend to humble. corruption, wheft .they find the 
farthest mark to' which our revenue will go, and where it will 
not stand but retire is less than the peace establishment, ~I) a, 
sum of 300,0001.? That man, tllerefore, must be dull indeed, 
who, in the present state of affairs, does not see a decisive 
'lrgument for reduction. . . 

I .will. prove a certain exceeding from every point of view .. 
~o which the. advocates for continuing expenee can tur.rt, and 
unfortunately no progress is more easy: if they Iqpk forward, 
they cannot .now see any produce from untried revenue. The 
great argument in 1775 against this motion was, that the 
revenues had not been tried ;-they have now been tried, they 
have produced more than they will hereafter; and no man . 
ean now shut his eyes and affect to indqJge in a golden dream 
of re,(enue, Bowing with:new abundance into our exhauste4 
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li'easury. If they will . look behind, they will find a former 
administration in 1778, echoed by the then house,' declaring 
that the annual exceeding was then 272,0001. Now as the 
then.·expences did not diminish, and .~e . present expences 
are 'more than the new taxes, we must continue an exce~ding 
not· less. If they look a little further back; tpey will find, in 
1769, a loan: of. 200,0001.; ·in 1771, a loan of 200,0001.; in 
1778, a tontine of 262,0001.; in '1775, another tontine of 
172,0001;; 'in 1777, .a fourth of the army away, and no saving. 
Thus, from what we have paid, and from what we have not 
saved, there is an argument whose fallibility I cannot see, 
that our ordinary expenditure does exceed, and must con
tinue to exceed, our income, in a sum not less, but considerably 
more than 273,0001. . 

Here, gentlemen, who cannot deny the disease, postpone 
the remedy; wait till the army returns; that is, wait for another 
arrear: debating as we now do about preventing a mischief, 
the languor of the country interposes, and modestly recom
mends to the people to postpone the remedy until the mischief 
has ha}'lpened. Will those gentlemen, who know with how 
dilatory a step ministers generally move to frugality, recollect 
it would be difficult to bring reduction, determined upon this 
day, into operation, before the army will come back on the 
revenues? or do they hope 'civil war will never cease? Let 
those ~entlemen contemplate what -will soon be the weak
ness of the British empire, wrecked in the barren vortex of 
that pernicious contest with America; how likely to require 
some aid from us, when the house of Bourbon gathers about 
her, arid like an exhausted parent she faints back upon the 
only child her violent 'councils have left her. On such an 
occasion would the servants of the crown lament that we had 
paid off sOJlle J>ari .of' our. debtjor that we ~ad a surplus of' 
loan duties? '.' : . . 

Will those gentlemen fecommend .the Commons 10 deter
mine that we are never to diminish ~ur debt, that occasional 
relil(f (as part ohiur, army paid by England) shall only be a 
suspension m bankruptcy, and an encouragement to multiply 

. the viciousness of those unmortal establishments ? 
If~ou say it will . be time enough to retrench when the 

arm~returns, yoitadmit the practicability of retrenchment; 
'and ifit is practicable at·any time, when will a nation in debt 
a million put itinio"'practiee? When, but' now. Now, when 
your resolutit,n' can 'operate time enough=:to' make way for the 
return of the. army. 'Oi, w;ll. you wait "-Intil the present 
expenee roots itself ~eper into the establishment; until a new 
profusio'!t encoy-raged ~Y us, .. shall he engrafled upon the old; 
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Wltil Lord Harcourt's prodigality, which it is now our object 
to reduce, shall become heh.ceforth the standard of. teductipn? -

Those gentlemen, who say it is not now necessary to 
retren'ch Bre reduced to this dilemma, either the ,revenues are 
equal to the full coinpliment of the establishment, or, they are 
not; if unequal, th~ rejection ()f this resolution is ~e cer~inty 
of a future debt; If equal, they must allow, that masmuch' 8S 

there is no saving notwithstanding thate<luality, the preSel)t 
w>vernment has wasted SOO,Qool. of the public money; and, 
far from Oppo&inga motion for' future economy, they should 
promote an enquiry into past profusion. There are but three 
ways you' can take: either run on in debt ad i'!finitum, grant 
new taxes to the amount of 100,0001. perannunr,'orreb:eilch. 
As to the general idea of running in debt, upon system, in 
time of peaCe, I object to it, because it is ruin, public ruin ; 
a practice irreconcileable to the principles of government, of 
peace, or to the duty of Parliament. I object to the idea as 
applied to Ireland, becauSe we have but little trade, and at this 
'particular time the .. loan duties are exhausted; and now~ in 
Ireland, every new debt must,be a land-tax. We must im
pose a new tax upon the subject to preserve the pernicious 
practice of running in debt in time of peace, (that species 
of public death) : - Providence then seenlS to have dictated to 
'us the present necessity of retrenchment as far as Providence 
can admollish a people-without their destruction. But, ifwe 
impose new taxes, in order to cOlltinue the old habits of cor
ruption and expence, what method shall we take to fund tile 
respective debts ?Will you go back to a loan which you, did 
not desert until' it had deserted you? Or, :Will-you borrow, at 
6 per cent., '200,0001. 'eveI'J session, with accumulated advan
tages to the individual; and accumulated disadvantages to the, 
state? . In eight years hence you' will haye added to yoUr debt 
800,0001., and will be in a progress to a . third million; you 
will have raised in new taxes 50,0001. more tIlan you do at 
present; you will have a debt of two millions, and you will 
have the recurring necessity to fund it. ,In eight years, what 
'will yo'Udowhen~ you have-raised in new taxes, at 4, per cent., 
~0,0001;? or; at 6 per 'cent.; 60,0001 • .? and when you have 

'100,0001. excess; . to supply by new: taxes,' or by new loans? 
tile motion for retJ:enchment will then. come too late, it will 
come after the evil is incurred. 'And yet this 'will be' our 
situation unless we are so fortunate as to unite two things, a 
continuation of peace, and an abatement of tile rapid spirit of 
expenee, eitller of which are Wllikely, and both impossible. 

I therefore say, this course of running.in debt must be for
• saken, - this vile policy of falsifying estimates) of mak4lg peace, 
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a debt of millions, of making co~mittees of account, mockery, 
-a course of madness and profligacy, which compels us to hope 
for nothing better than a slow fever, but which at length must 
stop, unless government is the enemy' of the kingdom, and Par
liament the slave of the government. , 

Suppose the committee of ways and means sitting, what will 
it tax? Beer - English b~er. Will administration take that 
tax? Home-brewed beer. 'ViII it annihilate that brewery we 
have oppressed already? or . will you turn to the tobacco trade 
which you have lost? or will you double the stamp act? The 
stamp act, if quadrupled, would not raise 100,0001. more than 
at present. Or will you pass a window-tax in time of peace, 
·in addition to hearth-money, and condemn the poor to a dun
geon for ever? In all the contests between the wretched con
dition of the subject, and the liberal disposition of Parliament, 
we may make that condition more vexatious, not more pro
ductive : :- the omnipotence of Parliament may destroy trade, 
it cannot impregnate; it may stop the circulation of law and 
letters, it can do no more. In Ireland, the iron hand of 
poverty limits the omnipotence of Parliament. 

Or ·shall we endeavour to transfer the scene: we cannot 
raise and starve public bounty and humble our past establish
ments, - it would not do; for though we were to take the 
robe off the back of the people in order to make a livery for 
placemen and pensioners; though churches and public works 
were left to decay, and became as rotten as our policy; 
.though we were to steal from the Dublin distresses, and spurn 
into the street the Foundling Hospital, with all its orphans; 
though we were to live for administration only, and the 
majesty of the people were to go naked and threadbare to 
accommodate the household of the Castle; -yet we could not 
supply to their profusion ] 00,0001., by denying every thing .to 
the necessities, the improvement, and the decencies of our 
country •. 
. There are men ashamed to deny the necessity of reduction, 
who affect to differ about the mode: they think the reduction 
should come from the executive power. I have three objec
tions to that mode of reduction: I. It forgets the situation of 
government; ~. The province of Parliament; 3. It is not 
sincere. To rest the fate of this country upon the speculation 
that administration will establish a self-denying ordinance is 
a credulity that would disgrace the simplicity of the most 
simple !ltatesman: in any country it would be folly, but it is 
madness in Ireland. What! shall we, who have been doing no
thing else but confiding in government, and who have paid for 
.\hat confidence millions, shall we·now look for retrenchment 
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in the causes of profusion? Is it not somewhat fond to suppose 
that. any Lord Lieutenant, who is not of this country, will 
commiserate the exhausted state of the people, when her own. 
representatives ha,ve thought such .astate· of debility not an 
object for concern but a season for liberality? I am willing, if 
courtiers desire it, to allow a Lord Lieutenant, under whom 
we have not yet smarted, every thing which I can allow to 
man, without being impious to our Maker, but I will not allow 
any Lord Lieutenant of these days either will or ability to 
retrench the corruption and profusion of the Irish government . 
to the necessary limit, unless under the compulsive force of· 
the resolution of Parliament. 

His Excellency'S determination is so far from being a~rea,.. 
son to make this declaration unnecessary, that his situation 
makes it peculiarly incumbent. upon us to adopt it. What is 
the situation of that man "\'Vho, we are told,· is to be the 
saviour of the .country without the aid of the resolves of Par
liament? He is employed by one English ministry, enemies, 1 
do believe, to the liberties of England, whose venality has 
debauched the constitution, and whose violence and servility 
have lost her empire; .a ministry whose fatal existence Eng
land, to her latest hour, will lament in an augmented debt, a 
diminished trade, and separated colonies. This Viceroy with 
good qualities, I make no doubt, is not indulged in the exercise 
of a single public virtue; an instrument of English power, with 
a license to plunder: - this' is his commission. What does he 
find upon his arrival? a host of suitors: every attention venal l 

every civility, a conspiracy.against that economy on . which 
conscientious governments will rest the fate of their cow.:ts; 
we are therefore not only to protect the people against such 
an administration, but to cover and encompass. the Viceroy, to 
protect him not only against his own weakness, but our vices, 
that importunity may not become a new'charge, and that. His 
Excellency's facility, like Lord Harcourt's·eage:rness;maynot 
become a public malefactOr. 

But if the Lord Lieutenant were disposed to economy he 
cannot act without knowledge, and what knowledge can he 
get but by consulting, and with whom shall he consult upon 
the state of the nation? Some of the gentlemen who have 
argued against reduction in Parliament are of the council, do 
they advise reduction? If they counsel as they argue, one 
would say the whole hereditary revenue was subject to arbi
traxy disposition without the control of Parliament. . 

I suppose the cOU!lcil sitting: what shall the Viceroy say? . 
"My Lord, you who hqve a pension; you, Sir, who have 
all additional ~alary; you, Sir,who ~ave applied for one; do. 
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you think tha~ the kingdom can bear you?" With whom then 
shall he consult, but with those whom the constitution ap
points, and the law acknowledges his great council, the repre
sentatives of the people. I hear His· Excellency is proud, I 
rejoice at it; it will turn him from the .suitors of his court to 
take advice from his equals; us of the Commons; and what 
~unsel shall we give him, shall we tell His Excellency that it 
IS not necessary to retrench? I am sure if we do, we shall not 

· tell the· truth. Observe the inconsistency of man: we are 
• taught to say .it is not necessary to retrench, because His 

Excellency will of hinISelf retrench without a licence from the 
• English ministry in opposition to the persons immediately 

about hini, though the Commons of this country have declared 
retrenchment to be unnecessary. 

To those gentlemen who would seem to think that the ex
ecutive power is a better judge of the ability of the represent
atives of the people, I will say, what every man knows, though 
.they seem to have forgotten it, that it is the duty of the Com
mons to inspect and control every article of expence, and if 
the Commons cannot control expenditure, it is the minister 
who gives and grants, and we are his ways and means, men 
sitting in a distracted committee, lagging after his profusion. 
But I will say, that if the ancient parliaments in England had 
adopted their sense, the kings of England had been often 
beggared by· their ministers, if they had not been protected by 
Parliament: it is the special duty of the Commons to protect 
the King against the profusion of his ministers: it was the 
ancient practice of the British Pprliament: they not only con
tro~ grantS made by the King, but they proceed to punish the 
minister in virtue of their two-fold authority, -purse-bearers 
of the nation, and grand inquest. They did so in the time. of 
Richard the Second, when they had judgment against Richard 
de Vere and others, for intercepting the public revenues, as 
our revenue establishment does: they did so in the reign 
of Henry the Sixth, when they had judgment against the 
Duke. of Suffolk, for that he being of the King's council 
had procured grants to divers persons, 1Vhereby the King was 
impoverished, his inheritance diminished, and the Commons 
extremely charged, preventing not only the expenditure of 
the public funds, but of the private inheritance of the King. 
They did so in James.the First's time,-when they hadjudg
ment of fine ·against LorE! Middlesex, among other things, for 
grants to hinISelf and his connections. What had been the 
situation ·of ,the kings of England, it; instead of making 
extortioners, (and public money· granted to individuals in 
.great numbers wi~hout merit, or .in a proportion above their 
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merit is extortion,) if, I say,insiead of making them refund,
their Parliaments had -dealt in such· amendments as these? 
How· often, by enquiry, by presentment,' by- impeachment, 
have the Commons vindicated the King and his Royal family 
against th~~apacity ofhis'court? Turn to your own Journals, 
and there you will.seesatisfactory resolutions of retrenchment. 
What is the meaning of this very amendI."ent? that it is un
necessary now to declare; that is, that it is 'not an uncon
stitutional but aD. unseasonable deClar8tion~ What is the 
meaning. of .those petitions from the Vice Treasurer, Clerk 
of the Pells, 'and Teller of the Exchequer, for increase of 
salary? what but that the increasing expenceof establish..; 
meRt is a matter in which the Crown is not the exclusive 
judge. The constitutioual proceeding is through the Commons, 
against the excess of establishments. These resolutions will be 
an admonition to the minister, and from the highest authority •. 
If he is contumacious, we may refuse the supply; but I fear we 
have forgotten the principles of our constitution' in the prac": 
tices· of our government. , _ -

The question was. then put on Mr •. Mason's amendment, 
Ayes 126, Noes 74, Majority 52. 

And the question thus amended passed in the negative, Ayes 79, 
Noes 124, Majority 45. . . . 

- Tellers for the Ayes, Mr. Fitzgerald and Mr. Beamish. 
Noes, Mr. R,obert Stewart and Mr. Ogle. 

ADD~ESS TO HIS MAJEST'V. 

MR. GRATTAN'S MOTION ON THE DISTRESSED STATE OF THE 
-NATION. 

Fehruar!J 6. 1778. 

IN consequence of the American -war, the restrictions upon the 
trade of Ireland, and the embargo laid by proclamation of the 

privy council, upon the Irish ports, the· distress of the nation had 
increased beyond measure"; the manufacturers of Dublin could 
procure no employmel!t, and their goods could find no market; 
petitions were presented to parliament, setting forth the wretched 
state of the country in general, 'and of the people of Dublin in 
particular, b)lt they were of no avail ; and when to these calamities 
were added the e~travagance of government and the shameful 
grants in pensions, it seemed in vain to 'hope that any relief would 
be obtained through the'_~Q~ncils of His MaJesty's ministers in 
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Ireland; Mr. Grattan, therefore, thought it would be advisable to 
lay before the King a full detail of the· national distress, and he 
accordingly on this day proposed an address to His Majesty. 

It is a matter of regret that so imperfect a sketch of his speech 
remains, but t~e speech and address will suffice to show the 
wretched state to which the nation was reduced by a bad system 
of government. Mr. Grattan requested the speech of the Lord 
Lieutenant should be. read, which being done, 

Mr. GRAri.N said, The speech showed His Excel~ncy 
had received His Majesty's commands "to co-operate with 
his Parliament in every measure which could promote the 
improvement, insure the happiness, and cherish the true 
interests of this kingdom :" this plainly declared His Majesty's 
intentions that the Commons were to point out the way that 
would lead to those salutary purposes, and that His Excel

.lency would co-operate with them: it was in that spirit, and 
to fulfil the duty of the Commons, that he drew up the mo-
tion which he intended to make. Hitherto every proposal for 
retrenchment-had been frustrated,- and instead of retrench
ment they had 8. fresh increase of debt; for all such pro
posals had been treated as if they were inimical to His 
Excellency's government. Motions of the last importance were 
either frustrated by a previous question or by a negative; and 
a self-evident proposition, which even gentlemen on tlle other 
side of the House confessed to be true, had been opposed, and 
. amended until it was rendered nugatory. He had no doub~ 
of the goodness of H~ Majesty, and that he was willing to 
redress their grievances, and lighten their burdens, if he was 
on~ made fully acquainted with the true state of the nation, 
which would be best done by the address he should propose. 
In this address, although the pernicious effect would be faith
fully depicted by a series of mal-administration, which had 
exhausted the national money; by squandering it with the 
most lavish profusiOli in an increase of expence; by a most 
enormous load of unnecessary pensions, offices, and sinecul'es ; 
yet he would put the present administration entirely out of the 
question: he would make no charge againstthem; and he hoped, 
therefore, the present servants of the crown would not put any 
bar. in the way of the address, but let.it arrive at the foot of the 
throne. If we examine (said he) every single article of expence, 
we shall find an· exorbitant increase, tlte more shameful as 
it was the more Unnecessary. The civil list has increased 
since the year 1775 from 283,4341. to 3U,2851., an increase 
of 31,151l j the extraordinary charges had increased in the 
same time from 282,9451. to 376,2281., an increase of93,2831.; 
whilst military contingencies had mOWlted from 17,U51. to 
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27,1711., im increase of 10,0261., and concordatum suffered an 
exceeding of 51,08SI. ; add to these an increase of pensions to 
the amount of 72,8181.; and add all these exceedings together, 
and we shall find they amount to 207,9731. for the last tl"'o 
years only. To all this we have tacitly consented: we have 
heard of people enslaved by governors, but seldom by them
selves. The chief sources of our misfortunes are the pen
sions, additional salaries, (some for mere nominal places;) and 
a creation of useless' officers. Besides these, there are exceed
ings on concordatum by warrants signed; and to complete our 
calamity, and put it almost past hope of remedy, the surplus 
of the loan duties, which might otherwise have paid some of 
our debt, is appropriated to' pay the interest of a new loan; 
such is our present condition, and what revenues, what public 
mines, have we to enable us to bear all this? It is evident our 
ordinary,expencesexceed our ordinary revenue; and if we 
should expect the stream of trade. will J:1.ever ebb, and that we 
should have no war~ yet we must sink under our present 
peace establishment. We . have bad no war, no famine,. no 
public calamity, during the last fourteen years, and yet we 
are plunged in distress, to add to wliich, our trade has been 
made still less by an embargo., I suppose gentlemen are 
averse to His Majesty's knowing the real state of the nation, 
lest on a future day, if Great Britain should ask any assistance, 
it would deprive them of their hopes of advantage, and beg
gar the profusion of the. ministry. I cannot think a reliance 

, on the goodness and virtue of the Sovereign could be deemed 
an insult to his representative, but that it would be the best 
means of answering His Majesty's· intentions, and causing a 
true co-operation for the public good. A~istration have 

, sacrificed the public money to private persons" and sent away 
our troops, so that. we are left without men or money. It is 
boasted, the present administration has not increased our 
public charge, but has it decreased it? It is said, this is not 
the time to address the throne: when Will the time come? The 
last administration borrowed 400,0001. Is the time yet come? 
This administration has borrowed 166,0001 •. Is the time yet 
come? The surplus of the loan duties are appropriated to pay 
the interest of a new loan. Is the time yet come? Our taxes 
are exhausted. Is the tiille yet come? If the time is not yet 
come, it never can or never will. 

He then moved, 
That an humble address be presented to His Majesty, hUDl• 

bly to lay ourselves at His Majesty's feet, to assure hhnof 
our unshaken affection to his ,person and- government, to lai 
before him the state of this nation, declaring our readiness 
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and zeal to suppoit, in the' most honourable manner, the neces
sary expences of his government; 'and the . dignity of his 
crown; that; however, in the present. session of Pal"liament, 
\YEj, have granted the supplies which were asked for the sup
port of the present establishments, yet we should deceive His 
Majesty. if we suffered him from thence to conceive that the 
expence·ofthose establishments could meet with the continued 
support or entire. approbation of his faithful Commons. 

. .' That the expences of His Majesty's Government have so. 
increased in the course of twenty years that the charge of the 
civil list alone has nearly doubled in that period. . 

That orie of the many c.auses of that increase is the rapid 
and astonishing growth of the pension. list; now mOl'e than 
ever an object 'of universal complaint; a list which does now 
greatly exceed the expences of all other charges of the civil 
list, even in its present state, and does considerably exceed tlle 
whole civil list at Lady-day" 1757, and is nearly double the 
charge of the pension list at that period, when it was so extra
vagant, that the Commons, sensible of its weight, entered una
nimously into the following resolutions, which, with many 
othel's against it, were laid before His late Majesty. 

"Resolved, That the.granting of so much of the public 
revenue in pensions is an improvident disposition of the reve
nue, an injury to the crown, and detrimental to the public." 

• Thllt this increase in the pension list is more severely felt 
by His Majesty's sftbjects, when ;they consider that its pre
'sent extravagance does not appear ,to' have any foundation or 
excuse in the public' service or 'private want of those who 
principally' compose it; and His Majesty's faithful subjects have 
reason to believe, . that in a list so greatly augmented, ill 
favour of such persons,. and in times of accumulating debt; 
that the real names of some of. those pensioners, and the" 
merits of- more, have not been truly laid before him. 

That another' Cause .of this increase is a number of new, 
great;.·and additional salaries, in the nature of pensions, an
nexed'to lesser offices, mostly sinecure,. or of so insignificant·s 
trust, tha{ the' frugality 'of 'former times allotted to them small 
salaries. ' . . ..' . . 

That'ahotlie~ causeis the creation of new' employments, or 
the annexing' .greiit'·salaries to old offices that became obsolete 
because they were useless. ' .' . 

That offices so· created; or revived, or endowed- with great 
additionalsalaries~ ate'· become:a very beavy charge upon His 
Majesty's faithful subjec~ unnecessary' to bi~ '.dignity,. and, 

. under a prince of less virtue, dangerous to the constitution. 
4 
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. That His Majesty's predecessors were graciouSly pleased 
to confine military contingencies, and concordatum to certain 
bounds, but that, in the last two years, during,. considerable 
part of which time a great portion of the army was not on the 
establishment; the exceedings or military contingencies were 
greater, by far, than in the two.furmer years, and greater than 
ever was known in Ireland; of, which unexampled excess a 
very considerable part ~oeS riot appear to be expended for 
military purposes, but. is an inferior pension list, applied to the 
use of persons, many of whom, from their occupation, or sex, 
carinot be comprehended. within the. meaning of a military 
contingency. . . . , 

That the charges for exceedings on concordatum, like that 
of military contingencies, has greatly exceeded its limit, and, 
in its excess and application, is a grievance. 

That the original establishment was 10,0001., that the ex
ceeding at Lady-day, 1777, was above 50,0001., an exceeding 
greater than ever was known. bef~re, part of w~ich was for a 
secret service, an expense suspicious from its nature, and 
alarming from itS growth... . , 

That the exceedings. on military contingencies and con
cordatum are the more an object of our jealousy, as·we pre
sume they are the more wlbounded because they do not come 
under the preVious inspection of His Majesty ; and to this we 
attribute the' abuses which .have 'prevailed ,in both,aqd tl}e 
application of great sums of public money to purposes which 
do not SeeDl to belong to said establishments, nor to any , 
branch of the eXpense of government. 

That in 1773 His Majesty's faithful. Commons did grant 
several new .duties ;tJtat they were induced to such a grant by 
a reliance then had on' the faith of His Majesty'S ministers, 
plighted by the mostsolerim assurances publicly made. to his 
Commons, that the then expenses of government should be 
greatly retrenched, so that the new grants of the people and 
the stipulated retrenchment by the ministry should unite to 
establish a system of equalization, and put an end to the 
ruinous praCtice of running in debt. , 

That His Majesty's faithful Commons have performed their 
part of the engagement, by l'aising the revenue, but that the 
expenses of his government, instead,ofbeing diminished, have 
been, beyond' example, increased, in so much, that the Com
mons did, in this session of Parliament, come unanimously to 
the following resolutions: .. 

Resolved, ,That the net produce of the unappropriated 
revenue for the two: years, ending at Lady-day, 1777, as stated 
in the Accountant-General's paper, No.5., including occa-

VOL. I. C . 



18 MOTION ON THE DISTRESSED STATE [Feb. 6. 

sional payments, exceeded theproduce~f the said revenue 
for the. two years ending Lady-day, 1775, in the sum of, 
214,2971. 5s. llid. . 

Resolved, That the charge of the military establishment, 
from Lady-day, 1775, to Lady-day, 1777, was less than the 
charge of that establishment in the two f@rmer years, in the 
sum of 98,2401. 16s. 2!d. . . 

Resolved, That it appears from the Accountant-General's 
paper, No. S., that the total amount of public charges, exclu
sive of appropriated funds, and deducting the charge on 
account of Duncannon Fort, for the two years ending Lady
day, 1777, was 1,629,0731. 5s. 2!d., and exceeded the pro
duce of the revenue applicable thereto in the sum. of 
82,1301. 19s. Id. . 

Th~t it appears the highest revenue ever known in this 
country, even when a great proportion of the army is not on 
the establishment j that the }jounty of his Commons has had 
no other effect than to encourage new and unnecessary 
expenses, whereby his'faithful Commons are. subject to a still 
accumulating debt, ~d likewise to those taxes granted for the 
sole purpose of putting an end to so ruinous a practice. 

That as the expenses of government, when the army 
returns, will be consideraely greater, so the revenue, upon an 
average calculation, will be probably less than in the two last 
YElars; that the revenues have already gone back above 
100,0001. in the half year ending last September., 

And, accordingly, His Majesty's ministers finding them
selves unable to support the present chitrges of government, 
without increasing the debt of the nation, though aided by all 
the new taxes, and though a great proportion of the army was 
not upon the est{lblishment, did apply for a loan of 166,0001., 
bringing down the arrear to the 29th of September, a method 
which has not been the usual resort of His Majesty's minis
ters, and which bespeaks their' sense of the state 'of the nation. 

That at the conclusion of the late war His Majesty was' 
graciously pleased to order the then Chief Governor of Ire
land to recommend to his faithful Commons a diminution of 
the then debt,. and' a reduction of the then expenses of 
government; that the fundeddebtwas then 521,1611. 16s.6id.; 
that the funded debt, at 4. per cent., at Lady-day, 1777, was 
not less than 884,0861. 19s.-3d.; and the nation is likewise 
subject to the payment of certain life-annuities, at the rate 'of 
6 -per .cent., for the sum of 44-0,000L; besides 166,0001. 
provided for, by loan, this session of Parliament: in all, 
(.,440,0891. 19s. 3d., of which the greater part has been accu
mulated since the peace, and, more particularly within these 
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few years last past, notwithstimding the new taxes granted to 
put an end to th~ ruinous practice of rnnt:ting indebt. 

That the loan duties were, the last session of Parliament, 
increased, and, when the loan of the present session shall be 
resorted to, will, in all probability, be exhausted. 

That the expenses, whic;h have run out the abilities of the 
people, appear the more alarming, because His Majesty's 
faithful COIIUllons 'cannot be apprized what bounds are in
tende~ to be put to them. 

That, even though We could be induced to think that such 
expenses were the objects of support, not of retrenchment, 
yet an attempt to lay new duties upon import, export, or home 
consumption, would probably depress the old duty, and 
hazard or destroy the weakly remains of the trade of Irelaild. 

That we humbly hope His Majesty will forgive us for 
having delayed so long to lay before him the real state of this 
country, a country labouring under the severest restrictions in 
trade, and under a heavy weight of taxes, which are yet 
exceeded by her experis~. -

That we have waited, as far as was consistent with our duty 
to His Majesty, or to those whom we represent, confiding in 
the solemn and repeated assurances of economy from time to 
time received from His· Majesty's ministers; that, at length; 
having been long harass~d by a cour~e o~ unnecessary 
expense, we can 'no longer refrain from laYIng the state of ,the 
nation at the foot of the throne; -'- and, without presuming to 
point out any particular method of redress, we do most hum
bly rely upon his royal virtues, and implore his protection. 

The motion was supported by Mr. Denis Daly. Mr. Forbes, Mr. 
Brownlow, Sir Edward Newenhain, Mr. Ogle, a~d Mr.' Warren. 
They said, that such a motion had become absolutely necessary; 
that the House had granted every thing that government had asked, 
and 'that, instead of retrenchment, extravagance had been the 
result; no expense was ,reduced, administration had made .many 
professions, but had kept none; the grants, in pensions, were shame
ful; the miseries of the people were increasing; 'the embargo had 
destroyed the remnant of trade that was left, and the season for 
redress had at length arrived. The motion was resisted by Mr. 
Gardiner, Sir Hercules Langrishe, Mr. Frederick Flood, Mr. 
James Fitzgerald, 'Mr. Toler, Mr. Mason, Mr. Corry, Mr. Henry 
Flood (Vice Treasurer), Sir Henry Cavendish, and the Prime Ser
geant (Mr. Hussey Burgh). They objected to the length and com
pllcation of the address; it was ill~timed, and would be considered 
as ungracious in the midst of the distresses of Great Britain. The 
Prime Serjeant admitted the distressed situation of the countr~, but 
conilidered that such an address to the throne ought to be their last 
resource. 
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The House divided, Noes, 143; Ayes; 66. Majority against ~e 
motion,77. . 

Tellers for the ayes, Mr. Grattan and Mr. Daly; for the noes, 
Mr. Gardiner and Mr. Corry. 

FREE TRADE. 
)IR. GRATTAN'S AMENDMENT TO THE ADDR.ESS TO THE KING RE

GARDING THE FREE TRADE' OF IRELAND. 

October 12th, 1779. 

1 N the British House of Commons a committee had been ap-
pointed the preceding year, to take into· consideration the acts 

ot' parliament relating to the trade of Ireland, a report was made, 
in which it was proposed.to allow the e;xport, from Ireland to the 
British. plantations, of all goods, wares, and merchandizes, with 
the exception of wool and woollens; and also a free import to 
Ireland, of all merchandize from America, Africa, and the West 
Indies. These measures were strongly opposed by the manufacturers 
in Englarid, and petitions against them were presented from the 
chief trading towns. The measures were supported by Lord North, 
and Mr. Burke; but the "British House of Commons, ,ielding to 
the alarm of the manufacturers, postponed the reading of the 
bills, and they were ultimately abandoned, and in the House· of 
Lords a motion of Lord Shelburne, in June, 1779,to address His 
Majesty oli the subject of the trade of Ireland, was negatived by 
a majority of 61 to 32. These circumstances naturally irritated 
the people of Ireland; and they found little consolation in the 
speech of the Lord Lieutenant at the opening of the Parliament~ 
when he stated the extraordinary decline of the revenues; that 
the liberal supplies of the last session had proved inadequate to 
the exigencies of government; that the exhausted state of the 
·treasury had disabled them from carrying the militia law into exe
cution, and at the same time called upon the people of Ireland 
to exert themselves against the united efforts and military prepar
·ations of France and America. 
. The following is the speech of His Excellency (the Marquis of 
Buckinghamshire) on the opening of the session of parliament: 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" At a time when the trade and commerce of this kingdom are, 

in a more particular manner, the objects of public attention, it 
were to be wished, that the general tranquillity, ever desirable, 
had been restored, 10 as to have left you entirely at leisure to de
liberate (In those great and important subjects, but I am per
suaded Y9U will not permit any inter-:sts, however dear to you, to 
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impede your elForts or disturb your unanimity at this most im
portant period; and I bave it expressly in command from His 
Majesty to assure you, that the cares and solicitudes, inseparable 
from a state of hostility, have not prevented him' from tu~ning his 
royal mind to the interests and distresses of this kingdom with.the 
most alFectionate concern ; (of which the money remitted to this 
country for its defence, when England had every reason to appre
hend a most formidable and immediate attack, alFordil a convincing 
proof;) anxious for the happiness of his people, His Majesty will 
most cheerfully co-operate with his Parliaments, in such measures. 
as may promote the common interests of' all his people. 

cc I have the. pleasure to. inform you of an accession. to His 
Majesty's family, since the last session of Parliament, by the birtll 
of another Prince. May the lI~e ,Providence that coutinues to 
increase his domestic felicity, protec.t tlie honC)ur of his crown, 
and the happiness of his. people..· '. . 

" Gentlemen of th~ House. of Commons,. 
" It is with great concern I am to inform you, that, on account 

of the' extraordinary declipe of· the revenues, . the very liberal 
supplies of the last session have proved inadequate to the exigen-: 
cies ot' government, so ~hat, contrary to my most sanguine expect
ations and most earnest endeavours,. there is a.considerable 'arrear 
now to be provided fol'.. 

cc His Majesty,. from bis pat-ernal attention to' the interests of his 
people, and. his solicitude, to obviate, to. the. utmost, the necessity 
of increasing their burdens, . has graciously commanded me to de
clare tQ yO'll, that the gr.eatest economy shall,. in ev.ery instance, be 
exerted, as far as may be consistent with the honour of his crown; 
and the real interests of the nation. 

cc I have ordered the public acco'llnts, and' other necessary 
papers, to be laid before you; and I have no doub~ that your 
known loyalty to your King, and attachment to your count.ry, will 
induce you to go as far as the national abilities will admit in 
making a provision suitable to the exigency of the times, and the 
honourable support of His Majesty's government. 

" My Lords and Gentll:men, . 
• cc The unite.d efforts a.nd great military preparati!)ns of the 

House of Bourbon; seemed only to have roused the courage. and, 
called forth the exertions of'lJis Majesty>s brave and loyal subjects 
of this kingdom. I have only to lament, tbat the. exhausted state 
of the tr.easury has, hitherto, put it out of my power to give those 
exertions· the most extensive and constitutional·' operl\l:ion; by; 
carrying the. militia.law ·into.execution. . 
. " I, lUll persuaded you will not sulfer any dangers that .. may be 
threatened from abroa.d to draw. 01F YO\lr attention from. wil!!lan<\ 
necessary. domestic regulatio,ns;. an~ that, among the many, suh~ 
Jects, worthy o.f your consideration, .th~ Protestant charter schQol1\. 
apd Linen manufa~tur!l' will commencll to be objects ot" your 
seriouil attention. ' 
. .. In promoting these, and in all other measures that may tend 
to increilse· the prosperity, and ,improve the true. interests ofthi, 

c S 
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kingdom, I am bound to co-operate with you by a double tie, of 
inclination and of duty. Nothing can ever affect me with more 
real .satisfaction, than the exerting my best endeavours for the 
welfare of Ireland, nor can I ever render a more acceptable ser
vice to my Sovereign, than in promoting ,the happiness of his 
people.". , 

Sir Robert Deane moved a complimentary address to His 
Majesty; which was seconded by .Mr. Richard Hely Hutchinson • 

. Mr. GRATTAN' said, the sp~ech contains nothing explicit, 
nothing satisfactory; it meant to quiet the minds of the people 
without any declaration whatever. After His Majesty had 
been addressed by his Irish subjects for a free export trade, 
did such addresses require no answer ? Were the people of 
Ireland undeserving the notice of the British ministers ? Was 
there no respect for the interests of these kingdoms among 
the servants of the crown on this side of the water? Were 
not these servants of the crown also representatives of the 
people? Why not then speak out? Are our distresses of sa 
private a nature that they must not be mentioned? It is plain 
we have nothing to expect, since applications. from the people, 
backed with the same from the officers of the crown, are not 
attended to. Ireland, then, has nothing to depend upon but 
her spirit, no redress of grievances, no extension of trade, but 
from the resolute and unanimous voice of the Parliament and 
of the people! and will it be politic, will it be saft', here or 
elsewhere, to oppose these efforts? Why does not our address 
also' speak out? Why have we less spirit than the people? 
Shall the Commons of Ireland show less spirit than the most 
insignificant corporation? Are we so fallen, so despicable, as 
to be more afraid'of England's censure, than of the cries of 
our starving manufacturers?' , 

The distresses of this kingdom are two-fold; the poverty of 
her people, arid the bankruptcy of the state. The first he 
would not ask the commissioners of the revenue to prove, 
but he would ask them upon oath, whether the restrictions on 
our trade were not the cause? Whether the prohibitions laid 
on by England, against the exports of woollen-cloths, did not 
occasion it? Whether there were not too many inhabitants in 
this kingdom, though not half peopled? Whether, if to those 
~nhabitants the American ,<ontinent was still open, would 
they not have emigrated thither, rather than pine in their na
tive land the victims of English tyranny, rather than starve 
in .it by an English act of Parliament? and, lastly, was there 
one rich merchant in the kingdom? this kingdom, (he con
tinued,) ruined bya balance of trade against ner for so many 

. rears and· the drain of absentees, owes its present existence to 
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associations j it is but It temporary expedient, and something 
more effectual must be done.. The ill-fated measures of 
England have plunged this country into hopeleSs calamities; 
every condescension·ois extended to the monopolizing spirit of 
insignificant towns in England, while this faithful though op
pressed people can neither draw attention nor pity, but are left 
to pine the wretched victims of~ingratitude and tyranny. As 
to the bankruptcies of the state, they are the consequences of 
a system of boundless prodigality, profligacy, and ·violence; 
a boundless prodigality, while our means were limited, a pro
fligacy and violence uniformly maintained : one instanceO will 
suffice, where the late Attorney-General obliged the mer
chants of Co~k to sign an illegal bond, as a collateral security 

. to an illegal oath. The peace establishment ° of this. poor country 
amounts to one-sixth of that of England; what proportion is 
there in OUI" means? What is this establishment? Infamous 
pensions to infamous men! (here he launched into some per.,. 
sonal allusions;) and will those :men whom we pay,voteagaiDs\ 
an extension of 01.1.1" trade? yote against the means of support
ing them! To what pass have these profligate administrations 
reduced this kingdom! ° to .be insulted with our poverty in the 
speech from theO throne; to be told of our beggary; that the , 
officers of the. crown here have begged 1$0,0001. from Eng
land, or the troops could not have marched into.camp, when 
it is known, that.it is this profligacy that has unnerved the 
arm of government, and °made the sword of defence fall froin 
its hand. '. 

Sir, the country can no longer support either the govern
ment or the civil lij;t; the, prodigality of its minister has not 
only destroyed the revenue here, ° but he has extended the 
mischief to England; he has called npon England for 50,0001. 
~ supply its deficiencies, which might be made up' by taking 
them from the absentees.]n short, the kingdom is left without 
liupplies; she is left in a situation friendless, mean, and ° des
picable; for very want, her army cannot march; it is, there
fore, evident that the people cannot support the King, nor the 
King the people; we must therefore look to ourselves. 
. I move the following amendment: 

" That we beseech His Majesty to believe that it is with 
the utmost reluctance we presume to approach His Royal 
person with even the smallest appearance of dissatisfaction; 
but that the distreSs of this kingdom is such as renders it an 

. indispensable duty in us to lay:the melancholy state of it be
fore His Majesty, and to point out what we apprehend to be 
the only effectual means of rel,ief; that the constant drain of 
its cash to supply absentees, and the fetters on its commerce, 

c 40 
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have always been sufficient to prevent this country from be
coming opulent in. its circumstances, but that those branches 
of "tralle which have hitherto enabled it to struggle with the 
difficulties it labours under, .havenow almost totally failed; 
that its commercial credit is sunk, all its resources are decay
ing rapidly, and numbers of its most industrious i.nhabitants 
in danger of perishing for want; that as long as they were 
able to flatter themselves that the progress of those· evils 
might be stopped by.theirown efforts, they were unwilling to 
trouble His· Majesty upon the subject of their distress; but 
finding that they increase upon them, notwithstanding all their 
endeavours, they are at last obliged to have recourse to His 
Majesty's benignity and justice, and most humbly to acquaint 
him that, in their opinion, the only effectual remedy that can 
be applied to the sufferings of this kingdom, that can either 
invigorate its credit or support its people, is to open its ports 
for the exportation of all its manufactures; that it is evident 
10. every unprejudiced Inind that Great Britain would derive 
as much benefit from this measure as Ireland itself, but that 
Ireland cannot subsist without it; and that it is with the ut
most grief they find themselves under the necessity of again 
acquainting' His Majesty that, unless some happy change in 
the state of .its affairs takes place without delay, it must in
evitably be reduced to remain a burden upon England, in
stead of increasing its resources, or affording it the assistance 
which its natural· affection for that country, and the intimate 
connection between their int~rests, have always inclined it to 
offer." 

Lord Westport seconded the amendment.' 
It produced a long and animated debate;, it was supported by 

Mr. Daly, Mr. Yelverton, Mr. Flood, Mr. Forbes, Mr. Bushe, Mr. 
Conol1y,.·Mr.Ogle, ~ir Edward Newenham, Sir Henry Cavendish, 
and the Recorder (Sir Samuel Bradstreet). They denied that the 
English Parliament had a. right to restrain the trade of Ireland, 
or.had any authority or right to interfere in the affairs of the king
dom; that by the measures of ministers, the country was reduced to 
a state of ruin ; that the Parliament of England and the King were 
deaf to her entreaties: they refused to listen to Ireland, while they 
gave a ready ear to t'he demand of monopoly from the towns of 
England; that nothing but a free trade could relieve the country. 
Mr. PODsonby opposed the address, and praised the volunteer as
sociationsl the Recorder recommended the appointment of a com
mittee to enquire into, and to state their grIevances: Mr. Foster 
thought that the House should go into a committee on the state 
of the nation; Mr. Neville advised that deputies should be sent 
from Parliament to England: had it not been for the volunteers 
the country would have been invaded, and had it not been for the 

. 18 
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associations to consume the manufactures of Ireland the lower 
orders would have starved: Sir Edward Newenham expatiated 00 

the distress of the country; he extolled the volunteers, stated that 
their numbers were daily augmenting, and that if the grievances 
of the country were not redressed they would find, that the only 
remedy t? appease the people, and regain their liberties, would be 
a revolution: the Attoflley General (Scott afterwards Lord Clon
meH), the Provost {Hutchinson), and Mr. Carleton, recommended 
unanimity. The Prime Sergeant (Mr. Hussey Burgh) and Mr~ 
Flood, to meet the sense of the House and to obviate the objec
tions to the amendment, proposed that it should be altered to the 
'following: u That we beg le!!-ve, however, humbly to represent to 
His Majesty, that it is not by temporary expedients. but by a free 
trade alone, that this nation is now to be saved from impending 
ruin :" this was unanimously adopted, and the address, with this 
amendment, was agreed to. . . 

On the succeeding day it was moved by Mr. Conolly, seconded 
by: Mr. Ponsonb,Y, and resolved nem. con., "'l'hat the thanks of 
this House be given to the different volunteer corps in this kin~ 
dom', for their spirited and (at this time) necessary exertions Ill" 
its defence." 

VOLUNTEER .ASSOCIATIONS. 

MR.' KEARNEY's MO'TION TO RELIEVE THE LOWER ORDERS PROM 
THE, HEARTH MONEY: TAX. 

IOtk November, .1779~ 

ON this day, Mr. KeBflley made his promised motion regarding 
the distresses of the low,er classes of the people, whom he de

scribed as being in a state of great poverty: his object was to 
relieve them from the pressure of the hearth money tax, which he 
thought operated severely on them; and with a view to procure 

. them that relief, he moved, cc That the proper officers do lay be
fore the House an account of all the hearths in the kingdom, speci
fying the number in each house." The Attorney-General, (Mr. 
Scott, afterwards Lord Clonmell,) said it was impolitic to indulge 
the people With false hopes, and disappointment would only render 
their situation worse. Mr. Ponsonby, Mr. Brownlow, and Mr. Ogle 
were adverse to the motion; the country was in a critical state; 
the people looked to a shor~ money bill; this was expected by 
them; that it would be dangerous to introduce the subject of new 
-taxes, and the best course would be to postpone the motion. 
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. Mr. GRATTAN said, I do not rise to oppose the humane 
intentions of the honourable member, but to point out the 
inconvenience of introducing any matter at this time, which 
would· give government a pretext for imposing a new tax; 
therefore, I am desirous to know whether the honourable 
gentleman means to move for any new tax, to supply the 
place of the old. I entertain no doubt of the kind intentions 
of the honourable mover, and that he made this application 
·in the humanity of his disposition ;no man more sincerely 
'laments the burden of that tax on the poor than I do, but this 
is not the season to agitate such questions. I have heard that 
a window tax has been spoken of, but I utterly disapprove of a 
measure (though it is merely to exchange one tax for .another) 
taking place at a time when Parliament has declared, that 
nothing but a. free trade could save this country from im
pending ruin. The declarations which yesterday fell from a 
member of the adminis~ation (the Attorney-General) have 
given an universal alarm, and his words spread like wild-fire 
through all ranks of men -" That new taxes to the amount 
of 75,0001. were to be raised at a time of universal bankruptcy." 
Associations are already formed throughout Ireland, by the 
constituents who return members to this House, not to give 
their votes, at a future election, to those members who shall 
accede .to any new. tax, or to a money bill longer .than six 
months, until the desires of the people and. Parliament are 
fulfilled, and a free trade is granted to Ireland. Therefore I 
hope the honourable member will suffer the subject of tax
ation to remain undisturbed, until the House shall know what 
commercial enlargements will be granted to this already un
done and unfortunate kingdom; until we receive an answer to 
our. requisition from England; and until this important end is 
· obtained, to propose any new tax is impolitic and dangerous. 

I have heard the right honourable gentleman, the Attorney 
·General (Mr. Scott), censure a doctrine, which I conceive to 
be a great and fundamental part of the constitution, and a 
most powerful instrument of national redress; I consider a 
'member of Parliament to· l;le a trustee, the delegate of his 
'constituerits; their instructions he is to a certain degree as 
· much bound to respect as the servants of the crown are the 
· royal authority; and if the' member deviates from the in-
· tentions of his constituents they are authoriz~d to associate 
against him for . the purpose of reprobating his proceedings. 
The greatest events haye been produced by the wholesome 
interposition of the people; it has proved the great basis on 
which . constitutional measures have depended. Where a 
representative is disposed to act against the public interest, 
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the constituents might and should agree one with another, 
not to return that man to parliament, and not to entrust him 
with their' rights again. One member of this House may 
think this doctrine surprizing, another member may think it 
illegal, yet I will persist to maintain it, aild if necessary I 
shall strive to ,carry it into execution; the right to instruct, 
and to back instructions by further association not to return . 

,the obdurate member are one and the same; both are -the 
rights, of the constitutent, to be reserv.ed certainly for great 
occasions, and upon' great occasions always to be exercised. 
I advance no doctrine but what' the constitution can justifY. 
Suppose when the petition of right was' agitating, a consti
tuent had said ~ his representative, Sir; this is a measure of 
the last consequence" I hope you will support it; suppose 
that member should refuse; in that case, have not I a rightto' 
declare in writing with my brother electprs, that I will vote 
against that member upon all' future occasions? Isa free 
trade less an object, to Ire,land, than the petition of right was to 
England? or were the people more called upon to deter in
dividuals from selling, the country in the case of violated 
liberty than of usurped trade? Ido not understand what 
gentlemen mean by asserting that the elector threatens his 
representative; suppose great numbers in this House to be ' 
under the influence of government; would it not be expedient 
to counteract that dishonest influence by the str?ng impulse 
of the people, not ¥t order' to take away the liberty of acting, 
but to oppose the tide of corruption, by the tide of the 
people? I am the -more 'convinced' of the propriety of this 
close connection between the representative and constituent 
body of Ireland, when I recollect the great purpose you pur
sue. Is not a free trade such an object as requires all the 
efforts you can legally and constitutionally put forth? Are we 
afraid of our own people ? Sir, I respect the gentry of this coun~ 
-try, but I respect the people more. Sir, I speak with confi
dence, that the great object we seek cannot be obtained by 
the skill, the prudence, or the dexterity of ~JOO men, without 
the spirit and co-operation of 8,000,000. 
, This is not a time to cry down public associations, under a 
notion of dictating to :Parliame~t. To what do you owe the 
present spirited and respe~table posture of the country but 
to associations? The Parliament had, by its conduct, left this 
kingdom, last session, 'without an effectual friend in either' 
House of the English Parliament; your loyal addresses, yOur 
800,0001., the bounty and discretion of Parliament left us 
without a hope of relief; our cause was scouted out, of both 
Houses in England; under our prudence, it was recalled to 
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their consideration by the associations, which raised you an 
advocate in the King, Lords, and Commons of Great Britain. 
These associations went farther;' they caused a fortunate 
change in the sentiments of this House ; they inspired us to 
ask directly for the greatest object that ever was set within 
the view ,of Ireland - a free trade; they ,inspired the Com
mons; they animated the Lords ; and having both Houses 
unanimous in the greatest measure that ever combined a 
nation, having given fire to that union, they ,carried you, Sir, 
the people carried you, proudly on their crest, when you 
proceeded to deliver to His Excellency the great requisition. 
I could, mention other great acquisitions obtained by the 
,people; to the public, the constitutional public, you owe that 
great law the octennial bill, which was passed by the COIljiti
tuent body against the wishes of'all the estates who assented 
to it. To .,say that associations against those who desert the 
public upon such occasions are contemptible is idle; the man 
who despises, or who proposes to despise such associations, is 
despicable; is it &. bolder measure to associate against the 
,commercial monopoly of England, which almost every man 
in this House has done, than against the person of any indi
vidual sitting in Parliament? With respect to the law I shall 
not enter into long arguments upon that head; I know of no 
law against such associations; I never heard any ground for 
supposing the law to be against them; I am so ,convinced of 
their legalify, that, if it should become necessary, I should 
join' one as an elector. The right honourable gentleman who 
says he, would disallow such a vote, will please to recollect it 
would not be in his power to do so; for when the vote comes 
before him, he will be on his oath: as to the pleasure which 
his declaration of yesterday, ," that gentleman meant to con
tinue the presen~ establishment, and to ask for new taxes, . in 
order to fund the present debt," gave to the publiC; I have 
my doubts. What! Do the public rejoice that we are to 
run in debt every session half-a-million? Do the public, over 
whom,~ impends,'unless averted by a free trade, find a 
gratification in knowing, that 'Witkuut afree trade those taxes 
are to be augmented? The servants of the crO\yn, to whom large 
arrears are due, might find, perhaps, a balm in those declar
ations, when they were to be paid by new taxes levied on the 
people. As to what feU from the right honourable member, 
relative to the short money bill, I do prophesy that a short 
IlJoney bill 'Will be carried. J agree with him, that it ought 
not to be carried by outrage, it will be carried by the uni
versal sense of all ranks of men, arid those who now speak 

,:against the measure will finally give it a voluntary compliance, 
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i nE.1J..,,_ """ 
Sir Henry Cavendish rose immediately after ~ r. t1nn;~~(f. 

observed with peculiar warmt~, t.hat he could not .. bear ~;1ltg [. 
the attack made upon the dlgmty of the House; ~at ~~~ 
the wrath of the people threatened against sucl(m~"" as 7 
would refuse to obeT their dictates; that he advised th~.aouill9J 
crush a spirit of sedition which he saw had evidently gone-«broaQ,"" 
and notu was the time to check it; the Independents in the last cen. 
tury began with seeming moderation, but at last cut Qff the heaa tif 
their King: factious men may creep into those vcifunteer com
panies, and get lower; they may urge others to clo what the latter 
are not aware o. I am not a freeman if I cannot vote as I choose; 
if I am, in short, told that if I· do not vote . in such a way, I Shall 
never be re-elected, it takes away the freedom of debate; I never 
will submit to it. 

Mr.Grattim ~(Jaill rose: Sir, I rise once more to take 
notice of some expressions which fell from the riaht 
honourable the Attorney-General, and the right honoiIrable 
baronet. I have been told to check the expression of popular 
sentiment, and to aid the government; I desire to know what 
they mean; do. they mean that the independent companies 
should be disarmed? Do they mean that the· volunteers 
should be disembodied? Do they mean that the civil associa
tions should come under the censure of Parliament? Will 
they presume to assert that there are any men of the inde
pendent companies dangerous to the safety of the CroWD? that 
there is any man now in arms with whom the safety of His 
Majesty's croWD and dignity may not be with as oIIluch pro. 
priety confided as with the right honourable baronet himself? 
Let me tell that right honourable gentleman there is something 
particular in his situation; he is in right of his father a public 
debtor; a public debtor and a public object should not adopt 
so offensive a mode of expression, or convey such a Aaltg idea, 
and state tbat,.the money laid out for the improvement of the 
kingdom was the sole cause of the national debt; he stan~ 
upon 'Df!r!J delicate ground, and yet he puts himself. forward 
upon all unpopular occasions, though he owes so much to the 
charitable forbearance of the public. 

l\b-. Kearney withdrew his motion. 
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NEW TAXES. 
MR,'GRATTAN MOVES THAT IT \\,OULD BE INEXPEDIENT TO GRANT 

NEW TAXES. 

24tk NO'Otmber, 1199. 

ON the 23d, the Secretary (Sir Richard Heron) proposed in the 
, . committee of supply certain additional taxes, part of which 

were to pay olF the arrear of the civil establishment. This measure 
was strongly opposed by the popular party in the House: Mr. 
Bushe,Mr. Brownlow, Mr. Yelverton, Mr. Daly, Mr. Parnell, and 
the Prime Sergeant (Mr. Burgh), who stated that the House would 
contradict the 'address for a free trade, if they now declared that 
they were able to supply new taxes; the revenue had decreased in 
consequence of the non-importation agreement, and yet. the minis
ter proposed a new tax upon imports; the impoverished state of 
the country must render this measure inelFectual. The only pro
ductive tax could be a tax upon absentees. As to a tax upon land, 
the landed property amounted to three millions, of which they paid 
one already, and the remainder they could not alford to tax; it 
would, be' deceiving England jf they were to vote new taxes, 
when they were not able to pay the old ~ the best course would be 
not to grant new taxes till the minister announced a free trade. 
fbe debate .was adjourned;. and on the ensuing day, 

Mr. GRATTAN made the motion of which he had given pre
vious 'intimation: the only fragment that remains 'of his 

,speech is as follows IHe took a review of the statement of the 
revenue, ,made by the Secretary (Sir Richard Heron); he 
$aid, that he could not, reconcile to himself the doctrine of 
enticipating a debt, and providing, in a six-mpnths' money
hill for an arrear of two years; we were to alleviate the 
burdens this country laboured under; and, as a most effectual 
step towards that object, the Secretary had proposed to raise 
600,0001. in a new way, though the old one, which we viewed 
in so hard a light, did not come to more than 500,0001. We 
have refused His Majesty 500,0001. in two years, and we 
'are now modeStly asked 600,0001. in a limited money-bill, 
with the addition of an unlimited loan. Our constituenti look 
for other measures; and it is dangerous, at this time,.to exas
perate the people. The worst uses might be made of this 
money; if granted, it might be applied to the demolition of 
our schemes of commerce, or it might be applied to frustrate 
our hopes of a constitution; thilJ was making us go on from 
year to year appropriatjng granu, and accumulating debts; 
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the proposal is a fraud upon the public, and should therefore' 
be rejected. I cannot, but express my astonishment at the 
proposal of the Secretary to carry down half-a-million of 
arrears in the time of distress, which was a measure never 
attempted to be introduced in the time of prosperity; by this 
means, more was secured for prompt payment than was suffi
cient to render govElrnment independent of Parliament. His 
plan of new taxes was such as must raise not only the indig
nation of the House but of the public. The administration 
seem almost ashamed to adopt the measure. I am satisfied, 
that if the arrear was paid, we should be abandoned to the 
same misfortunes which at present oppress us. I can form no 
idea how a minister could be so extravl\,aant as to demand a' 
loan, and raise new taxes, when the country is almost reduced 
to ruin. He concluded by moving the following resolution:. 
"That at this time it would be inexpedient to grant new. 
taxes." 

This was opposed by Sir Richard Heron, Sir Henry Cavendish, 
Mr. Mason, the Attorney-General, and Sergeant Carleton; they, 
stated, that the aervices of the country could not be carried on 
without new taxes; that the resolutiC?n would destroy the meaaures 
of the government, and perplex the affairs of the nation. It was sup
ported by Mr. Yelverton, Mr. Foster, Mr. Daly, Mr. Brownlow, Mr. 
Ogle, Mr. Conolly, Mr. Ponsonby, Mr. Forbes, and Mr. Flood; they 
declared that no confidence could be placed in ministers;. the plans 
pursued by Great Britain, with regard to "Ireland, had reduced llet 
to the lowest state, and the conduct that lost America had almosf 
ruined Ireland; it was therefore better to adhere to the sentiment 
expressed on the last night's debate by the Prime Sergeant (Mr. H. 
Burgh), to grant taxes when the minister rises to proclaim 'Cree 
trade. " 

On a. division-,"the numbers were: Ayes, 170; Noes, 47. Ma-
jority, 123. ' .. '. 

Tellers for tHe ayes, Lord Westport and Mr. Grattan. For the 
noes, Sir J. J:Jrpwn and Mr. Waller. 

List of Members who voted against Mr. Grattan's motion, .. :rhat at 
. this time it would be inexpedient to grant new Taxes." 

Adderley, Thomas " ' 
Anneslcy, Hon. Richard, Lord Tyrone, placeman 
Baily James, Lord Hillsborough, placeman 
Beresford, Rt. Hon. John, Commissioner 
Birch, Robert, Surveyor of Custom.house Quay 
Bourke, Hon. John, Surveyor: of Stamps 
Browne, Sir John Bart., placeman 
Cane, Hugh " 
Carleton, Hugh,Solicitor-Gene~ 
Caulfield, William, placeman 
Cavendish, Rt. Hon. Sir Hepry, Bart., owes government 42,oooL 
Clements, Theophilus. Deputy Vice-Treasurer 
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Coppinger,Maurice, Counsellor to Commissionen of Revenue 
Dean, Sir Robert Tilson . 
Evans, William 
Faulkner, Sir Riggs 
Fitzgerald, Robert, placeman 
Hamilton, John, Secretary at War 
Heron, Sir Richard, Bart., Secretary 
Jackson, Rt. Hon. Richard 
Jephson, Denharn 
Jephson, Robert, Master of Hone 
Jones. Rt. Hon. Theo., Collector, Port of Dublin 
Langrishe, Sir Hercules, Bart.. Commissioner 
Loftus, Henry . 
Loftus, Arthur 
Lloyd, Thomas, jun. 
Longfield, Mounteford 
Lysaght, Nicholas 
Mason, John Monk, Commissioner 
May, Sir James, Bart., Collector of Waterford 
Meredith, Henry, Secretary to Ordnance 
Palmer, Sir Robert, Paymaster of Corn Premiums 
Pigott, Tbomas, Cbief Engineer 
Richards, Fitzberbert 
Roche, Sir Boyle, Knight, Master of Ceremonies 
Scott, Rt. Hon. John, Attorney-General 
Sheridan, R. T. . 
Somerville, James 
St. Leger, Hon. Richard, Aid-du-Camp 
l'ighe, Edward, Private Secretary 
Tottenham, Nicholas Loftus 
Tottenham. Charles 
Tottenham, Chichester ' • 
1'ottenham, C. 
Townsend, Richard, Commissioner 
Uniacke, James 
WalIer, Robert, Commissioner 
Wood, Attiwell 

SHORT MONEY BILL. 

[Nov. 25. 

MR. TRENCH'S MOTION TO GRANT THE LOAN DUTIES OJ:lLY FOR 
SIX MONTHS. 

25th NUlJember, 1779. 

ON this day, the House resolved itaelfinto a committee of supply, 
Mr. J. Foster in the chair, and a most important debate took 

place. The Attorney-General (Mr. Scott) opened the budget; he 
stated that it would be idle in him to propose money bills for two 
years when he knew the House would only grant them for six 
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months; he intended-, therefore, to confine his propositions to three 
P!J.rts, the ordinary supply, the loap _duties, and the parliamentary 
grants, and accordingly he moved his first resolution, That a sum 
not exceeding 1,067,5651. was the debt of the nation at Lady-day, 
1779; this was agreed to nem. con. Secondly, T/lat this nation is 

Jiable to annuities and interests of _a principal debt of 400,0001. 
besides a tontine of 300,0001.; this was agreed to nem. con. 
Thirdly, That the duties appropriated for the payments of the 
above annuities arid_interests, c~lIed the loan duties, be granted 
to His Majesty from the 25th of December, 1779, to the 24th of 
December, 1781. " He observed that this grant could not be cori
sidered a money bill to the crown, being only a- grant from Parlia
ment to its creditors to pay the interest of the money borrowed.-

Mr. Trench said this must be considered a money bill, and ac
cordingly moved as an amendment to the resolution, to insert, 
instead of the 25th of_December, 1779, to the 24th of December, 
1 '781, the words" from the 25th of December, .1779, to the ~4th of 
June, 1780." This_was opposed by Sir Richard Heron, Sir Herculel 
Langrishe, Mr. James Fitzgerald, Mr. Conolly, Mr. Browne, and 
Mr. Luke Gardiner. They contended that this was not a question 
between the King and the Parliament, or between- Ireland IVld 
.England, but between Parliament and the public creditor; that it 
was a breach of faith, and would not only impede the affairs Qf the 
nation"but excite alarm among- the landholders and those who 
lent money to assist the exigencies ?fthe country. 

Mt. GRATTAN supported the amendment. It is" singular 
how tender, how careful administra.tioil are, respecting the 
monied interests of individuals,· and yet they do not fear-.io 
l"isk the ruin of the nation. . 

Gentlemep have used the name of Lord Buckinghamshire, 
alleging, that if the question was carried against the govern
ment, it would be an insult to administration; but, doubtless, 
the Viceroy IIl\!llSt wish for the welfare of the country, and re
joice 'fit findin~ the means to serve her; no ot~er way is now 
left except to refuse the supply to the minister; It has been 
argued that.this proceeding is unusual. It is, however, neces
sary, and though unusual, it is not more so than many e.v.e~ts 
that have lately taken place. It was unusual to see a m'hJonty 
of 128 against government i it was unusual to behold volun
tary associations; it was unusual to see independent volun-

_ teers armed in defence of their liberties' and their country ; it 
was unusual for a minister to resist the entreaties of 3,000,000 
of people who have given him their last .shilling for protection,' 
w~ich he .l:tas -withlield, leaving .the country defenceless and 
unarmed; it was unusual to behold a kingdom brought to the 
very verge of national bankruptcy, and a people in want of 
the common neces~aries of subsistence. 

VOL. I. D 
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A ·right. honourable member (Mr. Conolly) haS alluded to 
some expressions of mine, regarding the voice of the people •. 
I beg to say that this voice out of doors,' this opinion of the 
people, has often served, and sometimes saved, the British con
stitution; it was this opinion, thus expressed, that carried the 
petition of right, and abolished ship-money; it was this 
opinion that has made the Irish Commons what they now 
are; it was this 'opinion that .carried the octennial bill, before 
which event, we were an object of ridicule and of contempt. 
The situation of your affairs is awful; they have now come to 
a crisis; they demand your utmost attention; and this motion 
will receive the earnest support of every man who has a concern 
for the welfare of his country. . 

This speech, of which there remains so faint an outiine, was 
strong!y' enforced by the arguments of Mr. Yelverton, Mr. Forbes, 
Mr. Ogle, Mr. Bushe, Mr. Brownlow, Mr. Burgh, Mr. Ponsonby. 
Mi". La: Touche, and the prime Sergeant (Mr. Hussey Burgh). . 
. They stated, that there were a number of precedents for this 

measure; a remarkable one was the' case of tonnage and pound
age, which the Commons of England, when struggling for the 
liberties of their country, granted only for two months.· The Bri
tish ministers had lost one empire by their ignorance. and weakness, 

. and had here almost lost another; nothing could now save Ireland 
to· England but vigorous and popular measures, and, therefore, a 
short money bill would tend to make the people. more resolute, 
and at length induce them. to insist upon a free trade; - a train of . 
blLd measures,.the extravAgance. of ministers, their grants of pen
sions. and places, together with the embargo, haei reduced the 
country to a state of bankruptcy •. The' Prime Sergeant who, in 
the' debate on the new taxes, had taken a decisive part against 
government, and had said, that the watch word of the House should 
be, to grant taxes when_the minister rose to proclaim a free trade, 
.took, on this debate, a line equally patriotic and. disinterested • 
.. You have but two nights ago declared against new taxes, by h ma- . 
jority of 123, and have left the ministers supported only by 47 
votes; if you now. go back and accede to the proposed grant for 
two years, your compliance will add insult to the injuries already 
donet. your ill-fated country; you strike a dagger in your own 
bosom, and destroy the fair prospect of commercial hope, because 
if the minister can, in the course of two days, render void the·ani
mated spirit and patriotic stability of this House, and procure a 
majority, the British minister will treat our applications for free 
trade with contempt. When the interests of the government and 
the people are contrary, they secretly operate against each other; 
such a state is but smothered war. I shall be a friend alike to the 
minister and the people, according as I find their desires guided 
by justice; but at such a crisis as this the people must be kept in 

. .good temper, even to the indulgence of their caprices. 
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If The usurped a'uthority of a foreign parliament has kept up. the 
most wicked laws that a jealous, monopolizing, ungrateful spirit 
could tlevise, to restrain the bounty of Providence, and enslave 
a nation, whose inhabitants are recorded to be a brave, loyal; and 
generous people; by the. English code of laws, to answer the most· 
sordid views, they have been treated with a savage cruelty; the 
words penaltf, punishment, and Ireland, are synonymous, they 
are marked in blood on the margin· of their statuies;' and, though 
time may have softened the calamities of the nation, the baneful 
and destructive inBuence of those laws have borne her down to a 
state of Egyptian bondage. The English have sowed their laws 
like serpents' teeth, and they have sprung up in armed men." . 

The effect produced by this striking sentence, and the manner in 
which it was delivered, was like an electric shock: the House 
broke . out into a l>urst. of applause, which· communicated to the 
galleries, .and was re-echoed for a considerable time: Mr .. Waller 
and Sir Henry Cavendish reprobated· this' clainour, and demanded 
that the galleries should be' cleared; Mr. Foster appealed to the 
Attorney-General; the Attorney-General said, that it would be 
seyere were they. to reprove that expression of· applause, which. 
was an emanation of joy inspiring a people possibly much. dis
tressed, and they could not blame them for the feelings of nature. 
At length the House divided; - for the ainendment, 1 S8; against 
it, 100. Majority for the amendment, S8. Teller for the ayes, Mr. 
Trench; for the noes,' Mr. Monck Mason • 

. List of Members who voted for a Six Month&' Money~Bill. 
Agar, George 
Alexander, Robert 
Alexander, James 
Allen, Hon. Richard 
Archdall, Mervyil 
Aylmer, Sir Fitzgerald, Bar.t. 
Bateman, Rowtand 
Bagenal, Beauchamp 
Beamish, FranCis.Bernard 
Bernard, Francis • 
Blakeney, John, jun. 
Blackwood, Sir John, Bart. 
Blackwood, Robert 
Blackwood, Robert 
Blennerhasset, Arthur 
Blosse, Sir H. Lynch, Bart. 
Bradstreet, Sir Samuel, Bart. 
Brooke, Henry 
Brooke, Rt. Hon. Sir A.', Bart. 
Brownlow, Rt. Hon. W. 
Burgh, Thomas, Old Town 
Burgh, Rt. Hon. Walter Hussey 
Burton, 'WiUiam 
Bushe, Gervase Parker 
Butler, Hon. Pierce 
Butler, H. Edmund . 
Carey, Rt. Hon. Edward 

Caldwell, Andrew 
Christmas, William 
Clements, Robert 
Clements, Johl\ 
Clements, Robert . 
Clement, Doctor William 
Colclough, Sir Vesey, Bort.· 
Conyngham, William 
Coote, G. Moore· 
Cope, Henry 
Corry, Isaac 
Cox, Richard 
Crookshank, Alexander 
Crofton, Edward 
Creighton, Hon. Alexander 
Daly, Anthony . 
Daly, Denis 
Dawson~ Arthul' 
Dawson, Thomas' 

. Deane, Joseph 
Digby, Simon 
Dillon, Robert 
Dobbs,Conway 
Dunbar, Charles 
English, William Alexander 
Fetherstone, Sir' Ralph ' 
Finlay, John .' . 

»2 . 
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Fitzgerald, Edward 
Fitzgibbon, John 
Flood, Henry 
Flood, John 
Forde, Robert 
Fortescue, Rt. Hon. Jame.. 
Fortick. William 
Forbes, John 
Foster, John 
Grattan, Henry 
Hamilton, George 
Handcock, John 
Harman, Lawrence 
Harstonge, Sir Henry., Bart. 
Hoare, JosepH 
Hunt, Edward 
Hutcheson, John H., jun. 
Hutchin&On, R. H. .., 
Hutchinson, Rt. Hon. J. H. 
Johnston, Sir Richard, Bart. 
Karr, Andrew 
Kearney, James 
Keating, Micha!!l 
King;Charles 
Knox, Thomas,jun. 
Lambert; Charles 

,Lawless, Sir Nicholas, Bart. 
Latouche, David' 
Leigh, Robert 
Longfield, Richard 
Lowther, Gorges 
Lloyd, Thomas, jun. 
Massey, Hon. Hugh 
Martin, Richard 
.M'Namara, Francis 
Metge, Peter 
Molyneaux, Rt. H. Sir Capel 
Monsell, William Thomas 
More, Thomas 
Morris, Lodge 
Montgomery, A. Monaghan. 
Montgomery, George 
Montgomery, A. Donegal 

MoslOm; Eland 
Newenham, Sir Edward 
O'Brien, Sir Lucius, Bart. 
O'Callaghan, Cornelius 
Ogle, William Meade 
Ogle, George 
Osborne, Sir William 
Parnell, John 
Par&ans, Sir William 
Pennefeather, Richard 
Pomeroy, Arthur 
Pomeroy, Henry 
Ponsonby, Rt. Han. John 
Ponsonby, John C. 
Preston, John 
Prittie, Henry 
Prendergast, John 
Putland, George 
Rowley, Clotworthy 
Rowley, H. Langford 
Ross, Robert 
Sandford, Robert 
Singleton, Sydenham 
Skeffington, Hon. W. G. 
Skeffington, Hon. Chichester 
Skeffington, H. Henry 
Smyth, Thomas . 
St. George, Sir Richard, Bart. 
Stewart, Robert 
Stewart, Sir Annesley, Bart· 
Stuart, H. James 
Stratford, H. Jame~ 
Tenison, Thomas 
Tighe, Robert 
Tonson, William 
Trench, W. P. K. 
Tydd, John 
Vesey, R. H., Agmondisham 
Ward, Hon. Edward 
Westport, Lord 
Wilson, James • ~ 
Yelverton, Barry 

List of Members who voted against a Six-Months' Money Bill. 

Adderley, ThomaS. Treasurer to the 
Barrack Board 

. Annesley, Hon. Richard, Comm. 
sioner of Bankrupts 

Bailie, James . 
Beresford, Rt. Hon. John, Taster of 

Wines, and Commissioner 
:Bb-ch, Rohen, Surveyor of the Cua-

tom-House Quay _ 
Blakeny, Thomas, Surveyor-General 
Blakeny, John, sen. 
Browne, Hon. John, Collector of 

Oxford and )lewport 

Browne, Han. James 
Browne, Sir John, Bart . 

.Bourke, HOD. John 
Burton, Rt.· Hon. William, Teller 

of the Exchequer 
Cane,Hugh 
Carleton, Hugh, Solicitor-General 
.Caulfield, William, Collector of 

Donaghadee 
Cavendish, Rt. Hon •. Sir H. 
Cavendish, James, Commissioner of 

Barracks 
Chapman, William, Clerk, of the 
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Crown and Peace for the Pro- Loftus, Arthur 
. vince of Conaught Lloyd, Thomas 
Chapman, Benjamin Lloyd, Henry 
Cobbe, Thomas Lysaght, Nichola. 
Clements, William Henry T. Mason, John Monk 
Colville, William . Mathew, Francis 

. Coghlan, Thomas, a pensioner Maunsell, Thomas 
Connolly, Rt.Hon. Thomas, brother- May, Sir James, Bart., Colleetor of 

in.law to the Lord Lieutenant . Waterford 
Copinger, Maurice, 2d Sergeant, and Meredyth, Henry, Sec:retary to the 

.Collector to Commissioners Board ofOrdnunce _ 
Cromie, Sir Michael,' Bart. Montgomery, William, Rosemo':1Dt-
Crosbie, .Lord Montgomery, Sir. William. Bart., 
Cuffe, James, Superintendant-Ge.ne-Army Agent. 

ral of Barracks Moore, John. 
Daly, Denis Bowes Mur.ray, Alexander' 
Deane, Jocelyn . . Nesbitt, Thomas, on the pension-lilt 
Deane, Rt. Hon: Sir Rob., Bart •. ' Palmer, Sir Roger, Bart., Payma ... 
Evans, William - ter of Corn Premiums' 
Faulkner, Sir R.; Bart. . RawsoD, George 
Fitzgerald, Robert, Judge or' the Rei11y, John 

Admiralty-Court Richards, 'Fitzherbert, 'Comlllission-
Fitzgerald, James, Sergeant at Law er of Barracks 
Flood, Warden, Judge of the Ad- Roche, Sir Boyle, Master of the 

miralty .. Ceremonies 
Foster, John .Thomas Scott, Rt. Hon. John, Attorney-Ge.-
Flood, Frederick.. , neral 
Gamble, Robert, Collector Of KilIy... St. Leger, Hon.:r. H. 

beggs . St. Leger, Hon. Richard: 
. Gardiner, Luke St. Leger; Tho!Das, Commissioner oC' 
Greene, Godfrey. Barracks 
Hamilton, John Steuart, Smith, Sir Skeffington. Bart., pen~ 

. Handcock, William, Commissioner sioner 
of Barracks Sheridan, Charles Francis 

Heron, Rt. Hon. R., Secretary to Somerville. James 
the Lord Lieutenant . Southwell,' Hon. R. H., Aid·du-

Hill, Sir Hugh, Bart., Collector of camp 
Derry Staples,. John· 

Holmes,· Peter, Comptroller of Stopford, Hon. Colonel 
Stamp Duties •. Swan, Edward Bellingham 

Howard, Robert , Tighe, Edward, private secretar, 
Howard, Hugh ..' Toler, John. 
Jackson, Rt. Hon. Richar", Deputy Tottenham, Nicholas Loftus 

Secretary Tottenbam, Charles (of Ross) . 
Jephson, Robert, Master of the Tottenham,. Charles· (of Tottenbam 

Horse . Green) . 
Jephson, Denham, sen. Tottenham, Charles (of Ballycorry) 
Jephson, Denham, jun. Townsend, Richard, a Commissioner 
Jobnson, William TUlllladine, John, Master ill.Chan. 
Jones, Rt. Hon. Thea •• Collector of. cery 

Dublin Uniacke, James 
Knox, John Warren, Thomas 
Langrishe. Sir H. Waller, Robert, Commissionu 
Leigh, Johll Wood,AUiwell 
Loftus, Henry 
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DECLARATION OF RIGHT. 

MR. GRATTAN MOVES THE DECLARATION OF IRISH nWlfTS. 

19th Ap'·il, 1780. 

ON this day, came on the ·most important· subject that ever had 
been. discussed in the hish Parliament: the question of inde

pendence, the recovery of that legislative power which, for centu. 
ries, Ireland had been so unjustly deprived of. . 

Her right to make laws for herself was first affected by the act of 
the 10th of Henry the Seventh, in a parliament, held at Drogheda, 
before the then Deputy, Sir Edward Poynings. It was there enact
ed, that no parliament should be holden in heland, until the Lord 
Lieutenant and Privy Council should certify to ·the King, under 
the great seal of heland, the causes, considerations, and acts that 
were ·to pass; that the same should be affirmed by the King and 
council in England, and his license to summon a parliament be 
obtained under the great seal of Erig}and~ This was further ex
plained by the 3d and 4th of Philip and Mary, whereby any 
change or alteration, in the form or tenor of such acts to be passed 
after they wereretumed from England, Was prohibited. Thus, by 
these laws, the English privy council got the power to alter or 
suppress, and the hish parliament were deprived of the power to 
originate, alter, or amend. 

By these acts, were the legislative rights of Ireland invaded; her 
judicial rights, however, remained untouched, till, in 1698, a 
petition and appeal was lodged with the House of Lords, of 
England, from the En~lish society of the new plantation of Ulster, 
complaining of the hlSh House of Lords, who had decided in a 
case between them and the Bishop of Derry. Upon this the 
English.House· of Lords passe~ an order declaring, that this 
appeal was coram non judice; to this order, fqurteen reasons and 
answers were written by the celebrated Molyneaux, and the appeal 
gave rise to his famous work, entitled "The Case of heland," 
which excited the hostility of the English House of Commons, 
and was. burned by the hands of ~he common hangman!! The Irish 
House of Lords .then asserted their rights, passed resolutions, and 
protested against the English proceedings; thull matters remained 
until 1703, when came on the case of the Earl and Countess of 
Meath against the Lord Ward, who were dispossessed flf their 
lands by a pretended order of the House of Lords in England; 
on which the Irish House of Peers adopted the former resolutions, 
asserting their rights, and restored possession to the Earl and 
Countess. In 1703, the appeal of Maurice Annesley was enter
tained in England, and the decree of the Irish House of Lords 
was reversed; and the English House of Lords had recourse to 
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the authority of t~e Barons of the Exchequer in Irerand to enforce 
their order; the SherilF refused obedience; the Irish House of 
Lords protected the Sherin, and agreed to a representation to the 
King on the subject. ,This produced the arbitrary act of the 6th 
of George the First; which declared, that Ireland was a subordi
nate and dependent kingdom;, that the King, Lords, and Commons 
of England had power to make laws to bind Ireland; that the 
House of Lords of Ireland had no jurisdiction, and that' all pro
ceedings before that Court were void. Under this act, and to such' 
injustice, the Irish nation were compelled to submit, until the spirit 
of the present day arose, and that commanding power which the 
armed volunteers-gave to the country, encouraged the people to rise 
unanjmously againsf this usurped and tyrannical authority. The' 
elForts of the nation to obtain a free trade; the co~pliance of the 
British Parliament with that claim; the British act passed in con
sequence thereof, which allowed the trade between Ireland and the 
British colonies and plantations in America and the West Indies. 
and the British settlements on the coast of Africa; had raised the 
hopes of the Irish people. The resolutions and proceedings of the 
volunteers; and the answers to their addresses by the patriotic 
members, had still further roused the People to a· 'sense or their 
rights and their condition, and the hour was approaching which WI1§ 

to witness the restoration of their liberty. Mr. Grattan had, on a 
preceding day, given notice that he would bring forward a measure 
regarding the rights of Ireland; and in pur.suance of that notice he. 
rose and spoke as f~llows : ' 

Sir, I have entreated an attendance on this day, that Yolr 
. might, in the most public manner, deny the claim of the Bri. 
tishParliament to make law for Ireland, and with one voice 
lift up your hands against it. 

If I had lived when the 9th of William took away the 
woollen manufacture, or' when the. 6th of George the First 
declared this country to be dependent, aD.~ subject to laws to, 
be enacted by the Parli~ent, ,?f England, 1 should have 
made a covenant with my own conscience to ~eize the first 
moment of rescuing my country from theignommy of such 
acts of power; or, if I had a son, I should have administered 
to him an oath that he would consider himself as a person 
separate 'and set apart for the discharge of so important a 
duty; upon the same principle am I now come to move a de
claration of right, the first moment occurring, since my time, 
in which such a declaration could be made, with any chance of 
success, and without aggravation of oppression. . 

Sir, it must appear to every person, that, notwithstanding 
the. import of sugar and export of ,,:oollens, ~he people of thiS 
country 'are Dot satisfied - somethmg remams; the greater 
work is behind; the public heart is not well at ease; - to pro
mulgate oui' satisfaction; to stop the throats of mi)lions with 

D 4 
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the votes of Parliament; to preacb homilies to the volunteers; 
to utter invectives against the people, under pretence of affec
tionate advice, is an attempt, weak, suspicious, and inflamma
tory. 

You cannot dictate to those whose sense you are entrusted 
to represeI)t; your ancestors. who sat within these walls, lost 
to Ireland trade and liberty; you, by the assistance of the 
people, have recovered trade, you still owe the kingdom liberty; 
she calls upon you to restore it. ' 

The ground of public discontent seems ,to be, "we have 
gotten commerce, but not freedom:" the same power which 
took away the export of woollens and the export of glass 
may ta~e them' away again; the repeal is partial, lind the . 
ground of repeal is upon a: principle of expediency. 
, Sir, expedient is a word of appropriated and tyrannical import; 

expedient is an ill-omened word, selected to express the reser
vation of authority, while the exercise is mitigated; expedient 
is, the ill-omened expression of the repeal of the American 
stamtract. England thought it expedient to repeal that law; 
happy had it been for mankind" if, when she withdrew the 
e,xercise, she had not reserved the right! to that reservation 
she owes the loss of her American empire, at the expense of 
millions, and America the seeking of liberty through a sea of 
bloodshed; the repeal of the w()ollen act, similarly circum
stanced, pointed against the principle of our liberty, present 
relaxation, but tyranny in reserve, may be a subject for illumin· 
ation to a populace, or a pretence for apostacy to a courtier. 
but cannot be the subject of settled satisfaction to a free
born, an iritelligent, and an injured community. It is there
fore they consider the free trade as a trade de facto, not de 
jure, a license to trade under the Parliament of England, not 
a free trade under the -charters of Ireland, as ,a tribute to her 
strength; to maintain which, she must continue in a state of 
armed preparation, dreading the approach of a general peace" 
and attributing all she holds dear to the calamitous condition 
of the British iI)terest in every quarter of the globe. This 
dissatisfaction, founded upon a consideration of the liberty we 
have' lost, is increased when they consider the opportunity 
theY' are losing; for if this nation, after the death-wound 
given to her freedom, had fallen on her knees in anguish, and 
besought the Almighty to frame ao occasion in which a weak 
and ,injured people might recover their rights, prayer could not 
have asked, nor God have furnished, a moment more oppor
tune for the restoration of liberty, than this, in which I have the 
honour to address you. 
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England now smarts. under the lesson 'of the American 
war; the doctrine of Imperial legislature she feels to be per
nicious; the revenues and monopolies annexed to it she has 

-found to be untenable; she ]ost the power to enforce it; her 
enemies are a host, pouring upon her from all quarters of the 
earth; her armies are dispersed; the sea is not hers; she·has 
no minister, no ally, .no .admiral, ,none in whom she long con
fides, and no ~eneral whom she has not disgraced,; the balance 
of her fate is 1).1 the hands of Ireland; you &ore not only her 
1l1$t connection, you are the only nation in Europe that is not 
her enemy~ Besides, there does, of late, a ~ertain damp and 
spurious supineness overcast her arms and councils, miracu~ 
lous as that vigour which has lately inspirited yours; - for 
with you every thing is the reverse; never was there' a parlia
ment in Ireland so possessed of the confidence of the people; 
you are the greatest political assembly now sitting in' the 
world; you are at the head of an immense army; nor do we 
only possess an unconquerable force, but a certain unquench-' 
able public fire, which has touched all ranks of men like a 
visitation. . 

Turn to the growth and spring of your country and be. 
hold and admire it; where do yo~ find a nation who, upon 
whatever c~>ncerns the rights of mankind, expresses hersel"f 
with more truth or force, perspicuity or justice? tiot the set 
phrase of scholastic men, not the tame unreality of court 
addresses, not the vulgar raving of a rabble, but the genuine 
speech of liberty, and the llDSophisticated oratory of a free 
nation. . 

See her military ardour, expressed not only in 40,000 men, 
conducted by instinct as they were raised by inspiration, but 
manifested in the zeal.and promptitude of every young member 
of the growing community. Let corruptioR tremble; let the 
enemy, foreign or domestic, tremble; but let .the friends of 

. .liberty rejoice at these means of safety and this hour of 're
demption. Yes; there does exist an enlightened sense of 
rights, a young appetite for freedom, a solid strength,. and a 
rapidfil'e, which not· only put a declaration of right within 
your power, but put it out of your power to decline one. 
Eighteen counties are' at your bar; they stand there with the 
compact of Henry, with the charier of John~ and with 'all the 
passions of the people. " Our lives are at your service, but our 
liberties, we received them from God; we will oot resign them 
to man." Speaking to you thus, jf you repulse these petitioners, 
you abdicate the privileges of Parliament, forfeit the'rights of 
the kingdom, repudiate the instruction of your constituents, 
bilge the sense of your country, palsy the enthusiasm of the 
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people, and reject that- good which not a minister, not a Lord 
North, not a Lord Buckinghamshire, not a Lord Hillsborough, 
but a certain providential conjuncture, or, rather, tIle hand of 
God~ seems to extend to you: nor are we only prompted to 
this when we consider our. strength, we are· challeng~d to it, 
when we look to Great Britain. The people of that country 
are now waiting to hear the Parliament of Ireland speak on 
the subject of their liberty: it begins to be made a question in 
England whether the principal persons wish to be free: it 
was the delicacy of former parliamehts to be silent on the 
subje~t of commercial restrictions, lest they should show a 
knowledge of the fact, and not a sense of the violation; you 
have spoken out, you have shown a knowledge of. the fact, 
and not a sense of the violation. On the contrary, yuu have 
returned thanks for a partial repeal made on a principle of 
power; you have returned thanks as for a favour, and your 
exultation has brought your charters as well as your spirit 
into question, and tends to shake to her foundation your title 
to liberty; thus you. do not leave your rights where you 
found them. You have done too much not to do more; you 
.liave gone too far not to go on; you have brought yourselves 
into that situation, in which you must silently abdicate. the 
rights of your country or publicly restore them. It is very 
true you may feed your manufacturers, and landed gentlemen 
may get their rents, and you m·ay export woollen, und may 
. load a vessel with baize, serges, and· kerseys, and you may 
bring back again .directly from the plantations, sugar, indigo, 
speckle-wood, beetle-root, and panelIas. But liberty, the 
foundation of trade, the charters of the land, the independ
ency of Parliament, the securingf crowning, and the con
summation of every thing, are yet to come. Without them the 
work is imperfect, the fonndation is wanting, the capital is 
wanting, trade is not free, Ireland is a 'colony without the 
benefit of a charter, ·and you are·a provincial synod without 
the privileges of a parliament. 

I read Lord North's proposition; I. wish. to be satisfied, 
but J am Controlled by a paper, I will not call it a law, it is 
the siith of George the First. (The paper was read.) I will 
ask • the gentlemen of the long robe is this the law? I ask 
them whether it is not practice? I appeal to the judges o~ the 
land whether they are not in a course of declaring that the 
Parliament of Great Britain. naming Ireland, binds her? I 
appeal to the magistrates. of justice whether they do not, from 
time to time, execute. certain acts of the British Parliament? 
I appeal to the officers. of the army whether they do not fine, 
confine, and execute their fellow-subjects by virtue of the 
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Mutiny Act, an act of the British Parliament; and I.appeal 
to· this House whether a country so circumstanced is free? 
where is the freedom of trade? where is the security of pro
perty? where is the liberty of the people? I here, in this De
clanlatory Act, see my country proclaimed a slave! bee every 
man in this House enrolled a slave! I see the judges: of the 
realm, the oracles of the law, borne down by an unautho
rized foreign power, by the authority of the BritishParlia
ment"aga.inst the l~w! I see the ~agi~trates prostr~te, .~d I 
see Parliament wltp.ess of these mfrmgements, and SIlent, 
(silent 01' employed to preach moderation to the. people, whose 
liberties it will not restore)! I therefore say, with the voice of· 
3,000,000 Qf people, that, notwithstanding the import of sugar, 
beetle-wood,and panellas, and the export of woollens and 
kerseys, nothjng is safe, satisfactory, or honourable, nothing 
except a declaration of right.. What! are you, with 3,000,000 
of men at :your back, with charters in one hand and arms in 
the otller, afraid to say you are a free people? Are you,the 
greatest House of Commons that ever sat in Ireland, that 
want but this one act to equal that ·English House of Com
mons that passed the Petition of Right, or that other that 
passed the Declaration of Right, are you afraid to tell that 
British Parliament you ·are a free people? Are the cities and 
the instructing counties, who have breath¢d a spirit that would 
have done honour to old Rome when Rome did honour to 
mankind, are they to be free by connivance? Are the military 
associations, .those bodies whose origin, progress,and deport-:-

. ment have transcended, equalled at least, any thing in modern 
or ancient story; is the vast line of riorthern army, are they to 
be free by connivance? Wha.t man will settle·· among you? 
Where is the use of the Naturalization Bill? What man will . 
settle among you? who will leave a land of liberty and a settled 
government for a kingdom controlled by the Parliament "of 
another country, whose liberty is a thing by stealth, ~hose. 
trade a thing by permission, whose judges deny her charters, 
whose Parliament leaves every thing at random; where the 
chance of freedom depends. npon the hope, that die jury 
shall despise the judge stating a British act, ora rabble· 
stop the magistrate executing it, res.cue your abdicated pri,; 
vileges, and save the constitution. by trampling on the govern
ment, by anarchy and confusion. . .. 

. But I shall be told, that these are groundless jealousies, and 
that the principal cities, and more than one half· qf the conn-· 
ties of the ~ingdom, are misguided men, raising thos!l ground~ 

.less jealousies.· . Sir, let me become; on this occasioll,thf! 
people's advocate, and your historian: the people of thitl 
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country were possessed of a code of liberty, similar to that of 
Great Britain, but,lost, it, thro~gli the -weakness ~f the king-· 

-dom, and the pusillanumtyof Its leaders; - havmg lost our 
liberty by the usurpation of the British Parliament, no wonder 
we be«;ame.a prey to her ministers,; and they did plunder us 
with ali me. hands of all the harpies, for a series of years, in 
every shape. of power, terrifying our people with the thunder 
of Grear Britain, and bribing our leaders with ~he rapine of 
Ireland.. The kingdom became a plantation, her Parlia'ment, 
deprived of its privileges, fell into contempt; and, with the 
legislature, the law, the spirit of liberty, with her forins, va-

. nished. If a war broke out, as in 1778, and an occasion 
'occurred, to restore liberty and restrain rapine, Parliament 
declined the opportunity; but, with an active servility and 
trembling loyalty, gave and granted, without regard to the 
treasure we had left, or the rights we had lost. If a partial 
reparation was made upon a principle of expedien,cy, Parlia
ment did not receive it with the tranquildigllity of an august 
assembly, but with the alacrity of slaves. 

The principal individuals, possessed of great property but 
no independency, eprrupted by their extravagance, or en
slav~d by their following a species of English factor against 
an Irish people, more afraid of the people of Ireland than the 
tyranny of· England, proceeded to that excess, that they 
opposed every proposition to lessen profusion, extend trade, 
o.r promote liberty; they did more, they.supported a measure 
which, at one blow, put an. end to all trade; they did more, 
they brought you. to a condition which they themselves did 
unanimously acknowledge a state of impending ruin; they did 
this, talking as they are now talking, arguing against trade as 
they now argue against liberty, threatening the people of Ire-

. land with the power of the British nation, and imploring them 
to rest satisfied with the ruins of their trade, as they now 

. implore theni to. remain satisfied with the wreck of their con-
stitution. . 

The people thus admonished, starving in a land of plenty; 
the victim of twb Parliaments, of one that stopped their trade, 
the other that fed on their constitution, inhabiting a country 
where industry was forbid, or towns swarming with begging 
manufacturers, and being obliged to take into their own hands 
that part of government which consists in protecting the sub
ject, had recourse to two. measures, whi.ch, in their origin, 
progress, and. consequence, are the most extraordinary to be 
found in any age, or in any country, viz. a commercial and a 
,military association; the consequence of these measures was 
instant, the enemy that hung on your shores departed, the 

16 . . 
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Parliament asked for. a free trade, and the British nation 
granted .the. trade but withheld the freedom; - the people of 
Ireland are, therefi)re, not satisfied; they ask for a constitution; 
they have the authority of the wisest men in this House for 
what they now demand. What have these Walls, for this last 
century, resounded? "The usurpation of the British Parlia
men4 and the interference of the privy council. Have we 
taught the people to complain, and do we now condemn their 
insatiability, because they desire us to remove such grievances, 
at a time in which nothing can oppose them, except the very 
men by whom these grievances were acknowleged? -

Sir, we may hope to dazzle with illumination, and we may 
sicken with addresses, but the public imagination will never 
rest, nor will her heart be well at ease: never! so long as the 
Parliament of England exercises or claims a legislation over 
this country: so long as this shall be the case, "that very free 
trade, otherwise-a perpetual attachment, will be the Cause of 
new disQOntent; it will create a pride to feel the indignity of 
bondage; it will furnish a strength to bite your chain, and 
the liberty withhel<J will poison the good communicated. 

The British minister mistakes the- Irish character; had he 
intended to make Ireland tl slave, he should have kept her a 
beggar; there is no middle policy: win her heart by _ the 
restoration of her right, or cut off the nation's right hand;
·greatly einancipate, or fundamentally destroy. We may talk 
plausibly to England, but so long as she exercises a pow~r to 
bind this country,. so long are the nations in a state of war ; 
the claims of the one go against the liberty of the other, and 
-the sentiments of the latter go to oppose those claims to the 
last drop of her blood. The English opposition, therefore, 
are right; mere trade will not satisty Ireland:-they judge of 
us by other great nations, by the nation wh~se political life has 
been a stru~le for liberty; they judge of us with a true kn<!w-' 
ledge, and Just deference, for our character: that a country. 
enlighiened as Ireland, chartered as Ireland, armed as Ire
land, . and injured as Ireland, will be satisfied with nothing less 
than liberty. 

I admire that publio-spiritedmerchant, (Alderman Horan,) 
who spread consternation at the Custom-house, and, despising 
the example which great men afforded, determined to try the 
question, and tendered for entry what the British Parliament 
prohibits the subject to export, some articles of silk, and 
sought, at his private risk, the liberty of his country; with 
him I am convinced it is necessary to agitate the question of 
right. In vain ·will you endeavour to keep it back, the pas
sion is too -natural, the sentiment too irresistible: the qiles-
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tion comes on of its own vitality - you' must reinstate the 
laws. , 

There is no objection to this resolution, except fears; I have 
examined your fears, I pronounce them to' be frivolous. I 
might deny that the British nation Was attached to the idea of 
binding Ireland; I might deny that England ,was a tyrant at 
heart; aild I might call to witness the odium of North, and 
the popularity of Chatham: her support of Holland; bel' 
contributions to Corsica, and the charters communicated to 
Ireland; but ministers have traduced England tO'debase Ire
fund; and politicians, like priests, represent the power they 
serve as, diabolical, to possess, with superstitious fears, the 
victim whom they design to plunder. If England is a tyrant, 
it is you have made her so; it is the slave that makes the 
.tyrant, and then murmurs at the master whom he himself has 
constituted. I do allow, on the subject of commerce, England 
was jealous in the extreme, and I do say it was commercial 
jealousy, it was the spirit of monopoly, (the woollen~ade and 
the act of navigation had made her tenacious of a comprehen
sive legislative authority,) and having now ceded that mono_ 
poly, there is nothing in the way of your liberty except your 
,own corruption and pusillanimity; and nothing can prevent 
,your being free except yourselves. It is not in the disposi
,tion of England; it is not in the interest of England; it is not 
,in her arms. What can 8,000,000 of Englishmen, opposed 
to 20,000,000 of. French, to 7,000,000 of Spanish, to 
.3,000,000 of Americans, reject the alliance of 8,000,000 in 
Ireland? Can 8,000,000 of British men, thus out-numbered 
'by foes, take upon their shoulders thE\o expense of an expedi
,tion to enslave you?, Will Great Britain, a wise and magnani
mous country, thus tutored by experience,' and wasted by war, 
,the French navy riding her Channel, send an army to Ire
.land" to levy no 'tax, to enforce no law, to answer no end 
wliatsoever, except to spoliate the charters of Ireland) and 
enforce a barren oppression? What! has England lost 
thirteen' provinces? has she reconciled herself to this loss, 
and will she not be reconciled to the liberty of··Ireland? 
Take notice, that the very constitution which I move you to 
declare, Great Britain herself offered fo America;. it is a 
,very instructive proceeding in the British history: - in 1778, 
a commission went out, with powers to cede to the thirteen 
provinces of America" totally and radically, the legislative 
authority claimed over her by the British Parliament" and the 
. Commissioners, pursuant to their powers, did offer to all, ?r 
.any, of the American States, the total surrender of. the legIS
lative authprity of the British Parliament. I will read you 
their letter to the Congress. (Here the letter was read, sur-
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renderinp: -the power as aforesaid~) What! has England 
offered this to the resistance of America, and will you refuse it 
to the loyalty oflreland? Your fears then,are nothing but an 
habitual subjugation ,of mind; that subjugation of mind which 
made you. at nrst, tremble at every great measure of safety; 
which made the principal men among us conceive thecommercial 
association would be a war; that fear,' which made them ima
gine the military association had a tendency to treason, which 
,made them think a short money-bill would be a" public convul
sion; and yet these measures have not only proved to be use
ful, but are held to be moderate,and the Parliament that 
adopted them, praised, not for its unanimity o~ly, but for its 
temper also. You now wonder that you submitted for so 
many years to the loss. of the woollen trade, and the depriv
ation of the glass trade; raised above your former abject state 
in commerce, you are ashamed at your past pusillanimity; so 
when you have summoned a boldness which shall assert the 
liberties of your country ; ~ raised by the 'act, and re-invested, 
as you will be, in the glory of your ancient rights and privile.ges, 
yon will be surprized at yourselves, who have so long sub-" 
mitled to their violation. Moderation is but a relative term; 
for 'nations, like men, are only safe.. in proportion to the spirit 
they pu~ forth, and the proud contemplation with which they 
survey themselves. Conceive yourselves a plantation,. ridden 
by an oppressive government, and every' thing you have done 
is but a fortrinatephrenzy; conceive yourselves to be what you 
are, a great, a growing, and a proud nation, and a declaration 
of rightis no more than the safe exercise of your indub!table 
authority. " 

But, though you do not hazard disturbance by agreeing to 
this resolution, you do most exceedingly hazard tranquillity 
by rejecting it. Do not imagine that the question will be over 
when this motion shall be negatived. No! it will recur in a' 
vast variety of shapes and diversity of places; your constitu
ents have instructed you in. great numbers;~ith a powerful 
uniformity of sentiinent, and in a style not the less' "wful 
because full of respect. They will find resources in their own 
virtue, if they have found none in yours. ~blic pride and 
conscious liberty,' wounded by repulse, will find ways and 
means of vindication. Y ouare in that situation in ,which 
every man, every hour of the day, may shake the pillars of the , 
state; . every court may swarm with the question of right; 
every quay and wharf with prohibited goods; what shall the . 
Judges, what the Commissioners, do "upon this occasion? 
Shall: they comply with the laws of Ireland, a.iJ.d ~O"ftinst the 
claims of England,. and stand nrmwhere you have capitulated: 
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shall they, on the other haild, not comply, and shall tlley'per-' 
sist to act against ilie law; will you punish them if they do 
so? will you proceed against men for not showing a spirit 
superior to your own? On ilie oilier ,hand, will you not 
punish them? Will you leave liberty to be trampled on by 
tho~e men? Will you bring them and yourselves, all con. 
stituted orders, executive power, judicial power, and parlia
mentary authority, into a state of odium, im'potence, and con
tempt; transfelTing ihe task of defending public right into 
the hands of ilie populace, ~nd leaving it to the judges to 
break ilie laws; and to ilie people to assert them? ~uch would 
be ilie consequence of false moderation, of irritating timidity, 
of inflammatory palliatives, of the weak and corrupt hope of 
compromising with the court, before you have .emancipated 
the country., ' 

I have answered iliEi only semblance .of a solid reason against 
the motion; I will remove some lesser pretences, some minor 
impedinlents; for" mstahce;, first, that we have a resolution of 
ilie same kind already on our Journals, it will be said; but 
how o~n was ilie great charter confirmed? not more fre
quently than, your rights have been violated. Is one solitary 
resolution, declaratory of your rights, sufficient for a country, 
whose history, from'ilie beginning unto ilie end, has been a 
course of violation? ' 

The fact is, every pew breach is a reason for a new repair; 
every new infringement should be a new declaration; lest 
charters should be overwhelmed wiili precedents to their pre
judice, a nation'li right obliterated, and the people iliemselvell 
lose ilie memory of their-own freedom.' 

I shall hear of ingratitude: I name ilie argument to despise 
it, and the men who mak.e Ulie of it: I know ilie men who use it 
are not grateful, they are insatiate; iliey are public extortionell. 
who would stop ilie tide of p~blic prosperity, and tum it to 
the channel of their own emolument: I know of no species of 
gratitude which should prevent my country from being ~ree. 
no gratitude which should oblige Ireland to be tile slave of 
England.. . In cases of robbery and usurpation noiliing is an 
object of -gratitude except the thing stolen, the charter spo
liated. A nation's liberty cannot, like her treasure, be meted 
and parcelled out in gratitude: no man can be grateful or 
liberal of his conscience, nor woman of her honour, nor nation 

, of her liberty: there are certain uninlpartable,inherent, in-
valuable properties, not to be alienated from the person, 
wheilier body politic or body natural. With the same con
tempt do I treat that charge which says, ,that Ireland is ~n
satiable; !laying, that Ireland asks nothtn~ but that which 
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Great Britain has robbed her of, 'her rights and privileges; to' 
. say that Ireland will not be satisfied with liberty, because she 

is not satisfied with slavery, is folly. I laugh 'at that man 
who supposes that Ireland will bot be content with a free trade 
and a free constitution, and would any man advise' her to be 
.content with less? . 

I shall be told that we hazard the modification of the law 
of Pciynings and the Judges' . Bill, and the Habeas Corpus 
Bill, and the NuUum Tempus Bill; but I ask, have you been 
for years begging for these little things, and have not you 
yet been able to obtain them? and have you been contending 
against a little body of eighty men in Privy Council assem
bled, cOllvocating themselves into the image of 11 parliament, 
and ministering your. high. office ~ aD(~ have you been con
tending against one man, an' humble individual, to you a 
Leviathan! the English Attorney-gener~l; who advises, in the 
case of It"ish bills, and exercises legislation in his own person,· 
and makes your parliamentary deliberations a blank, by alter
ing your bills or suppressing them?" and have you not yet 
been able to conquer this little monster! Do· you wish to. 
know the' reason? I will· tell you, because you have not 
been a parliament, nor your country a people. Do you wish 
to know the remedy; be a 'parliament; become a nation, and 
these things will follow in the train of your consequence. I 
shall be told that titles are shaken, being vested by force of 
English acts; but in answer to thal1 I observe, time may be 
a .title; acquiescence a title, forfeiture a title; but an English 

. act of parliament· certainly. cannot: it is an authority, which, 
if a judge would charge; no jury would find, and which ·all 
the electors i.n Ireland have already disclaimed unequivocally,.· 
cordially, and universally. Sir, 'this is a good argument for an" 
act ·of title; but no argument against a declaration of right. 
My friend, who sits above me, (Mr. relverton) has a Bill of 
Co~firmation; we do not come unprepared to Parliament. ·1 
am not come to shake property, but to confirm property and 
restore freedom. The nation begins to form ;we are moulding 
into. a' people; freedom asserted, property secured, and the 
army (a mercenary band) likely to be restrained by law. Never· 
was such a revolution accomplished in so short a. time, 'and 
with such public' tranquillity. In what situation would those 
men who call themselves friends of constitution -and of go. 
vernment have left you? They would have left you without a 
~le, as they state it, . to your estates, without an as~ertion of 
Y0ll.!" constitution, or a law for your army; and tins state ~f 
unexampled private and public jnsecurity, this anarchy raging 

VOL. I. E' 
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in tbe kingdom for eighteen months, these mock moderatorli 
would have had the presumption to call peace. 

I shall De told; that the judges will not be swayed 
by the resolution of this House, Sir; that the judges 
will not be borne down by the resolutions of Parliament, 
not founded iii law, I am willing to believe; but the 
resolutions of this House, founded in law, they will re
spect most exceedingly. I shall always rejoice at the inde
pendent spirit of the distributors of the law, but must lament 
that hitherto they have given no such symptom. The judges 
.of the British nation, wh.en they adjudicated against the laws 
of that country, pleaded precedent, and the prostration and 
profligacy of a long tribe of subservient predecessors, and 
were punished. The judges of Ireland, if they should· be 
called upon, and should plead sad necessity, the thraldom of 
the times, and above all, the silent fears of Parliament, they, 
no doubt, will be excused: but when your declarations shall 
have protected them fwm their fears; when you shall have 
emboldened the judges to declare the law according to the . 
charters, I make no doubt they will do their duty; and your 
resolution, not making a new law, but giving new life to the 
old ones,will be secretly felt and inwardly acknowledged, and 
there will not be a judge who will not perceive, to the inner
most recess of his tribunal, the truth of your charters and the 
vigour of your justice. 

The same laws, the same charters, communicate to both 
kingdoms, Great Britain and Ireland, the same rights and 
privileges; and one privilege above them all is, that commu
nicated by Magna Charta, by the 25th of Edward the Third, 
and by a multitude of other statutes, "not to be bound by any 
act except made with the archbishops, bishops, earls, barons; 
and freemen of the commonalty," viz. of the parliament of the 
realm. On this right of exclusive legislation are founded the 
Petition of Right, Bill of Right, Revolution, and Act of Set
tlement. The King has no other title to his crown than that 
which you have to your liberty; both are founded, the tbrone 
and your freedom, upon the right vested in the subject to re
sist by arms, notwithstanding their oaths of allegiance, any 
authority attempting to impose acts of power as Jaws, whe
ther that authority.be one man or a host, the second James, 
or the British parliament! 

Every argument for the house of Hanover is equally an 
argument for the liberties of Ireland: the Act of Settlement 
is an act of rebellion, or the declaratory statute of the 6th of 
George the First an act of usurpation ; for both cannot be law. 

I do not refer to doubtful history, but to living record; to 
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common charters; to the intel'Pretation England has put upon 
. these charters; an in~erpretation not made by words only, but 
crowned by arms; ....:.... to the revolution she has formed upon 
them, to the.king she has deposed, and to the king she ha~ 
established; and above all, to the oath of allegiance solemnly 
plighted to the house of Stuart; and afterwards set aside, in 
the instance of it grave and moral people absolved by virtue 
of these. very chartel's. 

And as any thing less than liberty is inadequate to Ire
land, so is it dangerous to Great Britain, we are too near 
the British nation, we are too conversant with her history, 
we al'e too much lil'ed by her example, to be any thing 
less than her equal ; any thing less, w~ should be her bit
terest enemies ~ an enemy to that powel' which smote. us 
with her mace, and to that constitutionfrom whose blessings 
~e were,excluded: to be ground as we 'have been by the Bri
tish nation, bound by her parliament, plundered by her 
crown, threatened by her enen~ies, insulted with her pro
tection, while we returned thanks for her condescension·, is a 
system of meanness and misery which has expired in our de:. 
termination, as I hope it has in her magnanimity. 

There is no policy left for Great Britain but to cherish the 
remains of h~r empire, and do justice to a country who is deter
mined to do justice to herself, certain that she gives nothing 
equal to what she. received from us when we. gave her Ireland. 

With regard to this country, England must resort to the 
free principles of government, and mllst forget that legislative 
power which she has exercised to do misc11ief to herself; she 
must go back· to freedom, which, as it is the foundlltionofJler 
constitution, so kit the main pillar of her empire; it is not 
merely the connection. of the crown, it is . II constitutional 
annexation, an alliance of liberty, which is the t1'Oe meaning 
and mystery of the sisterhood, and will make both countries 
one al,n and OIle soul, replenishing fl'om time to time, in their 
immortal connection, the vital sph'it of law and libel'ty from 
the lamp ·of each other's light; thus combined by tIle ties of 
common interest, equal trade and equal liberty, the con
stitution of both countries may become immortal,· n llew and 
milder empire may arise from the errors of the old, and the 
British nation assume once )TIore her natlll'a1 station -- the 
head of mimkiml. 

That there are pl'ecedents against us I allow -- acts of power 
I would call .them~ not precedents; and I answer the 'English 
pleading such precedents, as they answered· their kings when 
they·urged precederiti! against thli.) liberty: of England, .~uch 
things-are the weakness of the times; the tyranny of oMsiqe, 
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the feebleness of the other, the law of neither; we will not be 
bound by them; or rather, in the words of the declaration of 
right," no doing judgment, proceeding, 01' any wise to the 
contrary, shall be brought into precedent or examplc~" Do 
not then tolerate a power-the power of the British Parliament 
over this land, which has no foundation in utility or necessity, 
or empire, or the laws of England, or the laws of Ireland, or 
the laws of nature, 01' the laws of God, - do not suffer it to 
have a duration in YOUl' mind, . 

Do not tolerate that power which blasted you for a cenhll"Y, 
that power which shattered your loom, bani~hed yoUl' manu
factures, dishonoured your peerage, and stopped the growth of 
your people; do not, I say, be bribed by an export of woo \len, 
ot an import of sugar, nnd permit that power which has thus 
·withered the land to remain in your country and have exist
ence in your pusillanimity. 

Do not suffer the arrogance of England to imagine a sur
vh'ing hope in the fears of Ireland; do not send the people 
to their own resolves for liberty, passing by the tribunals of 
justice nnd the high court of parliament; neither imagine 
that, by any formation of apology, you can palliate such· a 
commission to your hearts, still less to your children, who 
·will sting you with their curses in your grave for having inter.;. 
posed between them and their Maker, robbing them of an im
mense occasion, and losing an opportunity which you did not 
create, imd can never restore. 

Hereafter, when these things shall be history, your age of 
thraldom an~ povel'fy, your sudden resurrection, commer
ciat redress, and' miraculous armament, shall the historian 
stop at liberty, and observe, - that here the principal men 
among us fell into mimic trances of gratitude, - they were 
awed by a weak ministry, and bribed by an empty treasury,
and when liberty was within their gl'asp, and the temple 
opened her folding doors, and the arms of the people clanged, 
and the zeal of the nation urged and encouraged them on, that 
they fell down, and were prostituted at the threshold. 

I might, as a constituent, come to your bar, and demand 
my liberty. I do call upon you, by the laws of the land and 
their violation, by the instruction of eIghteen counties, by 
the arms, inspiration, and providence of the present moment, 
tell ,us the rule by which we shall go, - assert the law of 
Ireland, - declare the liberty of the land. 

I will not be answered by a public lie, in the shape of an 
amendment; neither, speaking for the subjects' freedom, am 
I to . .,hear of faction. I wish for nothing but to breathe, in 
this onr island, in common with my fellow-subjects, the air of 
liberty. I have no ambition, unless it be the ambition to 
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b,oeak your chain, andcolltemplate your glory; I ne\'er will 
be satisfied so long as the meanest cottager in Il-eland has a 
link of the British chain clanking to his rags: he may be 
naked,. he shall not be in iron; and I do see the time is at 
hand, the spirit is gone forth, the declamtion is planted; 
and though great men shoultl apostatize, yet the cause will 
live; and though the public speaker should die, yet the 
immOl°tal fire shall outlast the organ which conveyed it, and 
the breath of liberty, like the word of the holy man, will not 
die with the prophet but survive him. 
, I shall move you, "That the King's most excellent :Majesty, 

and the Lords and Commons of Ireland, are the only power 
competent to make laws to bind Ire)~d." 

Mr. Robert Stewart (arterwards Lord Londonderry, (ather td 
Lord Castlereagh) seconded the ~otion. It was opposed by the 
Attorney General, (Mr. Scott, afterwards Lord Clonmell.) who 
moved, by way of amendment, That the consideration of the 'lues. 
tion be adjourned until the lst day of September: he stated that 
the motion would invalidate the titles to most of the estates in 
Ireland. that they were held under English acts. and the. conse
quences. might be dangerous to the peace of the country; but 

,although he opposed the measure, he reprobated all Enl(lish acts 
that were to. be enforced without having been recognised by the 
Irish legislature. Mr. Foster (afterwards Speaker) strenuously 
opposed the motion. Mr. Fitzgibbon (afterwards Lord Clare, and 
Chancellor of Ireland) likewise opposed the motion: he inveighed 
in severe terms against the people who, in their addresses 
to their representatives, had recommended such measures as the 
present: they were riot and clamour. and the production 9f a 
giddy faction, and nothing but the incapability of government 
would have permitted such proceedings to take place; they led to 
the present measure, which, he conceived, would tend to em
broil both countries. Mr. Gervase' Parker Bushe said tbat the 
resolution would do no good. and would .only create discontent 
in the two countries; the Judges' Bill and the proposed alter
ation of Poyning's law might be alFected by it. and England 
would. in consequence. be disposed to grant less than she other
wise might be inclined to do. Government had put 16,000 fire
locks into the hands of the people. and it was a bad return to 
make such demands as these. Mr. Daly opposecl the motion, at 
the same time he denied the right of England to legislate 
for Ireland: he said he was proud to join in the sense of the 
nation; that the liberty of Ireland dl!lJended upon this day, and 
he was happy to declare that Ireland was as independent as 
England. Ireland had received bene6ts, and had got a free trade, 
and should not be ungrateful by -sendin~ forth this wanton chal. 
lenge to England-a declaration of rights. It was dangerous 
to wound the pride of Great Britain; it would only exasperate 
her wrath, not diminish ber power; titles would be shaken, an,~, 
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in his opinion, the people at large were not in earnest in this 
measure. Sir Hercules Langrishe, Mr. Toler, Mr. Chapman, Sir 
~ohn B1aquiere, and Sergeant Fitzgerald, opposed the measure. 
The Provost (the Right Han. H. Hutchinson) entered into a long 
detail of the laws since the time of Henry II., tending to show 
that Ireland was a separate and distinct kingdom, not bound by 
any legislature except her own, but merely appendant by com
pact to England. The motion was most ably and eloquently sup
ported by Mr. Hussey Burgh, (afterwards Chief Baron of the 
Exchequer,) Mr. Yelverton, (afterwards Lord Avonmore,) also 
by Mr. Forbes, Mr. Metge, Mr. Ogle, and Sir Edward Newenham. 
Mr. Grattan was pressed to withdraw his motion, but he declared 
that he would not consent to do so, especially since one gentle
man (MI'. Fitzgibbon) had presumed to call the sense of eighteen 
counties faction, riot,' and 'clamour; but he llOpcd sllch idle 
language would 'have no weight against the rights of a people: 
another gentleman, the law officer of the crown, (Mr. Scott,) had 
asserted'that the Parliament, of England had a right to bind Ire
land: under these circumstances he would persist in his motion. 
Mr. Burgh then proposed an amendment, .viz ... That there being 
an equal resolution on the Journals (July, 1641,) with the one now 
moved, that the same may, for that reason, be adjourned to the 
1st of September next;" the principle, however, being generally 
conceded, that England harl no right to bind Ireland. After a 
debate of fourteen hour~, at half-past six in the morning, the 
division .took place on the original amendment, when there ap
peared, Ayes 9), Noes 133; Majority 34. 

List of Members who voted against Mr. Grattan's Motion, 
for a Declaration of Right. 

Adderley, Thos. 
Allen;Hon. Richard 
Annesley, Hon. Richard ' 
Aylmer, Sir Fitzberbert, Bart. 
Bailie, James 
Beami.h, Francis Bernard 
Beresford, Right Hon. John 
Birch, Robert 
Blakenj; Thomas 
Blakeny, John 
Bourke, Hon. John 
Browne, Sir John, Bart. 
,Browne, Hon. G. . 
Browne, Hon. James 
Brooke, Right Hon. A. 
Burgh, Thos., Oldtown 
Burgh, Thos., Chapelizod 
Bushe, Gervase Parker 
Burton, Right Hon. Wm. 
BUller, Hon. Pierce 
Cane, Lieut.-col. Hugh 
Carleton, Hugh 
Caulfield, Wm. 

Cavendish, James 
Chapman, Wm. 
Chapman, Benjamin 
Clements, Robert 
Clements, Right HOIl. H. Francis 

, Cooper, Right Hon. Wm. 
Cobbe, Thomas 
Coghlan, Tbos. 
Colville, Wm. 
Coote, Chas. H. 
Conolly, Right Han. Thos. 
Conyngham, Wm. 
Creighton, HilD. A. 
Cromie, Sir Michael, Bart. 
Crosbie, Lord 
Cunningham, General 
Cuffe, James 
Daly, Denis 
Deane, Right Hon. Sir Richar d 
Digby, Simon 
Dillon. Robert 
Dillon, John 
Faulkner, Sir Richard 
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Fitzgerald, Robert 
Fitzgerald, James 
Flood, Right Hon. Henry 
Flood, Frederick 
Flood, Warden 
Foster, Right Hon. G. 
Foster, T. J. 
Gardiner, Luke 
Gamble, Robert 
Greene, Godfrey. 
Hamilton, John 
Hamilton, John Stewart 
Hanc9ck, John 
Hancock, Wm. 
Heron, Sir Richard 
Holmes, Peter 
Howard, Hugh 
Howard, Robert 
Hunt, Edward 
Jackson, Right Hon. R. 
Jephson, Robert 
Jones, Right Hon. Theophilus 
Keating, Michael 
Kingsman, J. Long 
Knox, Thomas . 
Knox, John 

. Lambert, Charles 
Langrishe .. S~ Hercules, Bart. 
Leigh, John 
Lloyd~ Thos. 
Longfield, Mounteford 
Lysaght, Nicholas 
Lysaght, Hon. James 
Mason, John Monck 

"Massey, Hon. Hugh 
Mathew, Fraucis 
Maunsell, Thos. 
May, Sir James, Bru:t 
Meredyth,Henry 
Montgomery, Wm. 
Moore, Thomas 
Moore,J. 
Murray, Alexander 
Nesbit, Thomas 

O'Neil,John 
Palmer, Sir Roger 
Parnell, John 
Pennefather, Richard 
Pennefather, William 
Pigot, Lieut.-col. 
Pomeroy, Henry 
Pomeroy, Arthur 
Ponsonby, Jas., Carrigue 
R,awson, George 
Reilly, John 

. !.toche, Sir Boyle, Knt. 
Ross, Robert 
Sandford, Robert 
Scott, Right Hon. John 
Sheridan, Charles Francis 
Skeffington, Hon. Charles 
Smith, Sir Skeffington, Bart. 
Somerville, James 
Southwell, Hon. H. R. 
St. George, Thomas 
St. George, Sir Richard, Bart. 
St. Leger, Hon. Richard 
Staples, Jolm· 
Stopford, Hon. Col. Edward 
Swan, Edward Bellingham 
Tighe, Edward 
Tighe, Robert 
Toler,John 
TonBon, William . 
Tottenham, Henry Loftlll 
Tottenham, Chas. 
Tottenham, Chas. 
Tottenham, Chas. 
Townsend, Richard 
Tunnadine, J. 
Tydd, John' 
Uniacke, James 
Uniacke, Robert 
Waller, Robert' 
Warren, Thos. 
Ward, Hon. Edward 
Wynne, Owen . 

SPEECH 'OF THE RIGHT HONOURABLE EDMUND SEXTON PERRY.' 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, AT THE BAR OF THE 
HOUSE OF LORDS, ON WED.NESDAY, 24TH MAY, 1780, ON DELI
VERING THE THREE MONEY BILLS. 

" May it please Your Excellency, 
... During the vicissitudes or a foreign and still more dangerous 

civil war, which has wasted a great extent of the British empire, 
it has been the peculiar f~licity ot thi~ natio!l to preserve the pub. 
- E4 . 
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lic iranquility, and though long depressed by the narrow policy of 
former times, stm to retain such vigour, Dnd Dt the same time such 
~emper and caution,. as animated it to claim, with honest confi
dence, its rights, and yet restrained it from transgressing the bounds 
of its duty, or hazarding the loss of that inestimable blessing, the 
British constitution. 

" To this state of union and moderation, unexampled in any 
age or in any country, under siniilar circumstances, to Your Ex
cellency's judicious conduct and faithful representations, to His 
Majesty's benevolent disposition and tender concern for the suf
ferings of his people, to the wisdom of his minister, however ques
tioned in some instances, in this acknowlMged by all, to his re
solution and constancy in combating established habits and rooted 
prejudices, and to the justice and generosity of the BritisJt nation, 
must be Ilscribed too happy restoration of that equitable system 
of equality in commerce, which has silenced (I trust for ever) those 
pernicious suspicions and jealousies which lately threatened the 
peace of both kingdoms. 

" But whatever advantages this change in our condition may 
promise, it will avail U8 little if it inspire false hopes and vain 
expectations of sudden afBuence: the future prosperity of this 
kingdom will depend upon our industry and economy, public as 
well as private, the effects of which, ttJOugh certain and permanent, 
are ever gradual and slow, and unless our expences are regulated 
by our acquisitions, disappointment will be our portion, and po
verty and distress must be the consequence of our conduct. 

" Notwithstanding those considerations, and the reduced'state 
of this kingdom,the Commons have granted to His Majesty much 
larger supplies than in any former session; they have borrowed a 
sum of 610,0001. to discharge the arrears of the establishments; 
and in order to provide against any future deficiency, they have 
made an addition to the revenue, estimated at above 150,0001. a 
year. Nor have they been less attentive to the interest of the 
people th/ln to the honour of the crow II. The public good has 
been theoliject. to which all their efforts have been directed, and 
tbeir conduct through the whole course of this session has alike 
entitled them to the confidence of their Sovereign and of their con
stituents, and will leave to all future Parliaments a memorable and. 
instructive example of fortitude, moderation, and wisdom." 

MUTINY BILL. 

MR. BUSHE'S MOTION TO INTRODUCE AN IRISH MUTINY BILL. 

MaY,29. 1780. 

MR. GERVASE PARKER BUSHE had in this session made 
several attempts to bring in heads of a Mutiny Bill: it WII8 

.ucceasfully resisted by the go'~nment party; but after many dil~ 



1780.] IRISU MUTINY BILL. 57 

cussions the motion was carried on the 22d of May, by a majority 
of 140 to 18. The bill was presented on the 25th, and read a first 
time; and on this day the House went into the committee. Mr. 
Bushe declared the object of the measure was to place His Ma
jesty's subjects on the s~me footing as in England, that the Irish 
army might be ,governed by laws enacted in its own country: sucll 
was the case in England, and Ireland was entitled to equal liberty: 
the people would no longer· obey laws enacted in Great Britain, 
Dnd affecting the life and limb of the Irish soldier. On the other 
side, it was contended, that the measure would tend to dismember 
the empire. The Attorney-general declared that England would 
never give up her rights, and that the contest would end in blood4 
shed. Mr. Fitzgibbon said that it would have been better if the 
measure had never been mentioned. A spirit of turbulence hall 
gone abroad r but, that now the measure must be gone through in 
silence, in order to prevent ruinous consequences: the peace of the 
nation was at stake, and the safety of the copntry was endangered. 
Mr. Yelverton most ably defended the m~asure and the party he 
acted with, from the attacks of government: he contended for the 
justice and policy of the measure. 

Mr. Foster proposed a clause which would keep clear of the 
English Mutiny Act, and adopt the articles of war. as exercised 
by the King in this country: the regulation of the military must 
appertain to the King as supreme head of the empire. He ac
cordingly moved~ II That His. Majesty's army in this country 
should be regulated by such laws as the King has made. or may 
make. provided they do not extend to life or limb of the subject; 
and that the members of all courts-martial do take the' following 
oath" (the oath usually taken on all courts-martial). 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Monck Mason. and supported 
by Sir Hercules Langrishe, Sir John Blaquiere, Mr. Chapman, 
and Captain Burgh; it was opposed by Mr~, Parnell. Mr. Hussey 
Burgh, Mr. Forbes, the Provost, and Mr. Yelverton; who observed 
upon the folly of British ministers expecting to enforce English 
laws in Ireland, when even to execute decrees made by the King's 
Bench in England. on writs of error from the King's Bench of 
Ireland, they were obliged to.apply to the Irish courts for power; 
when the King of Great Britain was advised by his ministers to 
touch with his sceptre the law that declared Ireland a slave, (the 
declaratory act of the 6th of George the First,) he broke the imperial 
crown of Ireland into pieces: let us then gather up the scattered 
fragments, and with them form a diadem worthy of our Sovereign's 
brows, instead of the hateful wreath of usurpation. We were mo
derate (continued he) -this entire session; but such have been the' 
declarations of ministers this day, that moderation is now at an 
end: we shall, however, 'proceed with caution. and first secure to 
Ireland the benefit of this constitutional measure. . . 

Mr. GRATTAN spoke as follows:-
Sir, I haye beardtbe strength of England magnified and 
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that of Il'eland depreciated by a right honourable gentleman. 
I will enter into that contest, not to commit the nation. all he 
does, but to show the impossibility of' the tyranny of the one, 
and the servitude of the other, and to secure the amity of 
both. 

Gentlemen, ~uppose this proceeding will be laid before the 
Parliament of England, and that a contest may ensue, if 
Il'eland refuses to submit to the power of the British Parlia
ment regulating the army: my answer ,to this is -the question 
is already before them; at all events, the people of Ireland will 
not obey English law. The House of Commons may re
fuse to declare the rights of this country, but they cannot 
compel the people to be slaves. "The British minister will 
appeal to the' Parliament of England to make Ireland obey 
a British law." '''hat would be the worst consequence of such 
complaint? That England would pass resolutions. Can she 
pass any stronger than the declaratory act? That England 
would pass a law to coerce. Can she pass a ~trollger one than 
the act of mutiny and desertion? What would be the effect 
of her resolution and her law? They would not be regarded, 
they would prompt a uew spirit of resistance, and fortify a 
chain of national combination. Would she act against us 
with her army? . She has no army in Ireland., Multiply your 
speculations, indulge your fears, the worst that can happen 
from sending a proper mutiny bill to England is, that the 
minister will refuse it now, and call you next October in 
order to pass one. 

'Vhen the House, by a majol'ity. of. 140 against a minority 
of 18, determined the prinCiples on which these heads of bills 
were opposed; when by so conspicuous a majority they 
resolved, that the British act of mutiny and desertion did not 
reach Ireland, I had hoped that the prinCiples then exploded 
would not have been revived, and that, however gentlemen 
might modify the bill, they would not ma,ke any attempt upon 
the constitution. I find myself under a mistake, and that 
power ofthe British Parliament which was utterly denied on 
Monday is on this day in part revived. On what principle 
else is the alteration proposed but on this, that the Parlia
ment of Great Britain may bind Ireland, in the instance of 
the army. Sir, if this principle is at once admitted, if you 
suffer Grear Britain to make law for Ireland in any case, 
she may make it in all: the legislation is universal; the Par
liament competent to legislate at all may legislate throughout. 
The Parliament competent to legislate· for the Irish army 
may legislate ·for the Irish people; it is only the particular 
application of a general principle of indefinite power: so the 
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minister argued with respect to taxation: he shewed the com
petency of the British Parliament to legislate in many cases 
for America. and made taxation a branch of legislative au
thority. The advocates against the American taxation never 
affected to make a distinction ~ they asserted that taxation was 
not an ordinary exercise of th~ legislative authority, but a 
free grant: the British minister and the Parliament of Eng
land •. however, have reasoned otherwise, and supported a 
right to tax tbe Americans. because taxation is a branch of 
legislation, and if the British Parliament can legislate at all, 
it can legislate throughout. The alteration, therefore, and 
the opposition given to the introduction of the bill. are ex
actly UpOll the same principle that the British Parliament 
binds Ireland. The gentlemen opposite maintained the 
general principle with much ability. Another gentleman ap
plied that general principle with some art to the army, and 
both oppose the liberty of the subject. 

That distinctions al'e to be made I am not surprized, nor 
was there ever a subversive measure brought forward that was 
not distinguished out of the·general mischief which it was to 
introduce, and the general bad principle on which it was 
founded.· The altel'ation is vindicated on two grounds; one, 
that the regulation -of the army in: general belongs to the 
legislative authority of Great Britain; thus the Pal'liam~nt of 
England is invested with an. imperial power, or a maternal 
authority, in all matters Telative to the army, and the Irish 
forces paid by Ireland. for the express purpose of defending 
this kingdom. are governed by the Parliament of the British 
natioh. There is neither law, nor sense, nor safety in this 
doctrine. 

I know of no common law nor statute law which enables 
the British Parliament to exercise a legislative authority in 
this land,- in the particular case of the army, against the ge.;. 
neral rule.· Where is this exception? There is no statute law: 
it cannot be common law; for standing armies are a modern 
institution.' This doctrine, unsupported by common or sta_ 
tute law, has no foundation except in a pretended law of 
empire, which individuals make in 'contempt of the rights of 
men and - nations: . they suppose that the term army con.
cerns the whole empire, and therefore mUit be subject to the 
<lominion of that legislature which is t11e seat of empire: so 
does commerce concern the whole empire,· and· so may every 
thing that ~oncerns the parts be construed· to concern the 
empire, and thus every thing be brought by coristruction 
.within the dominion of the British or imperial Parliament. 

,But tl'ade and al'my, and every institution in this country, 
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are to be governed by one uniform pl'inefplc; by express law, 
and the legislature of the land. No individual has a right to 
put his private sense upon this institution or that institution 
iii Ireland, and say this relates to Ireland, and that to the 
King making law in Ireland; thus putting his own construc
tion upon the nature of that institution, to take from the 
authority of the nation, and introduce into the countl'y a 
foreign and arbitrary legi~lature. If gentlemen have Ii right 
to say, the. army as it relates to the whole may be governed 
by the Briti&h Parliament, may not the English say, as com
merce relates to the whole, it may, upon the same principle, be 
governed by the Parliament of England? The idea therefore 
is ruinou(;; apply it to the particular case of the Il'ish army: 
the Irish army docs not I'elate to the whole, it is not an im-. 
perial army; instance your augmentation. Have those gentle
men takcn the Irish army out of the gerieral service thus to 
load their country, and will they plead the gencral and im
perial service in order to enslave her? 

The act f!'Om session to session silences that. argument, 
that the army of Ireland is an imperial army; which argu
ment, if founded in fact, would be little more than nonsense. 
Consider next that code or system of British law by which 
they would regulate the Irish army: it is not one law, but a 
system of legislation: lst, it creates crimes, and exercise& 
capital punishment; 2dly,. itel1ables His Majesty to create 
new· offences, and annex new pains and penalties, which shall 
be death; 3dly, it constitutes a new judicature to try these 
new offences, and invests the judicature with powers the most 
violent and summary; 4thly, it appoints a new form of 
oath, wherein the member of the cOUl't-mal'tial swears he 
will pursue the English act of mutiny and desertion. 

This is not a solitary act, but a whole code and volume of 
tyrannical power: it is the greatest stretch of legislative au
thority, whether. you consider it as making offences unknown 

. to our law, annexing to those offences a rapid and violent 
death, establishing courts, not only unknown, but contrary 
to the principles of our law, imposing an oath to act in a 
case of life and death under the authority of the British Par
liament. I ·do· not know a more comprehensive power, nor 
can I conceive that Great Britain, if competent to establish 
such a· system, is not competent and perfect ill all cases of le
gislation; and if the Parliament of England can exercise ill 
this country such an authority over that military establit;h
ment which we pay and appropriate to our. own defence, I 
do say, I see no law for such an exerc;ise on hcrpal"t, .or no 
liberty on ours. . 
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- The aItea'ation is inadmissible, 91' the ,present bill totally 
unnecessary; it is worse, it is mischievous; it is making the 
pal'liament of· Ireland an engine to destroy her liberty. The 
magistrates .willnotexecute the British act, and you oblige 
them to do so: you leave· the army of Ireland subject to Jhe 
British law, and oblige the magistracy to. act uuder it, just 

,·as if you compelled the commissioners to collect the tea-tax. 
You enact iu Ireland not the British law, but the authority 
of the British Parliament; this is being not an Irish parlia
ment, but an instrument in the hands of the Bdtish. 

What is it that a justice of peace does .whcn, pursuant to 
your authority, he delivers up a deserter to be tried by a 
court constituted by an act of the British Parliament, under 
an oath fabricated by the Bri~ish Parliament, to be sentenced 
to death under an act of ' the British Parliament? thus you 
coerce the country by your own law, and leave the army- sub
ject to none., . 

I will suppose a case: the people, intclligent of the. natul'C 
of our measures, so inconsonant to their liberties or expect
ation, shall endeavour to disappoint them: they have an ample 
opportunity; a soldier, punished by the court-martial, brings 
his action, his expense borne by the people, his damage 
found to a great amount, - will any man, . upon his oath, 're,,: 
fuse to find damages in that case? would any man, upon his 
cath, say, that a subject, though a soldier, can be punished in 
Ireland by a court of justice constituted by the authority o.r 
the British Parliament? . 

See the weakness, and· involving absurdity, the never-ceas
ing anxiety of. an attempt to keep alive in the realm of Ire-, 
land, under any pretence, a remnant of the tyrannical power 
of the British Parliament. If you make the attempt, you only 
transfer the resistance to the collective body of the people, 
probably less temperate, but at last effectual. . 

It is said, that we should so model the bill as to secure its 
return, Sir: I !hink so; and therefore. there is no preamble; 
therefore, there is no declaratory part. But do gentlemen 
say we should SQ model the bill as to make it cease to be an 
Irish bill of mutiny and desel'tion, and render it only al com';' 
pulsion on the civil power to carry into execution the British 
law ( This would be a parliamentary recognition of British 
power, and surrender of Irish liberty f and this certainly would 
secure the bill passing in England, but should prevent it from 
passing here: as the army is a grant to the King, so is the law 
regulating that {lonny a 'concession. 

Do you.consider it as a concession from His Majesty to pasil 
a bill, the powers of which collect the revenue? why then ton-
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sider it a concession to pass the bill which regulates tIle army? 
But if you give the King an army, and the Parliament of 
England the power of regulating that arlny, you are not a fl'ce 
Parliament 1101' a free people. ' 

The bill consists of great parts, one affecting the civil power, 
the other'regulating the army; one part is to carry the other. 
If His Majesty chooses that the magistrates of heland should 
assist the military, we must consent that the same Parlia
ment must regulate both: the former is indispensable to him; 
bind it to the lallel', and you carry both; nothing but youI' 
active interposition against yourselves can hurt you. 

Gentlemen who talk of regulating this matter so as to se
cure its return, forget that if they do not by their address 
lose the post of strength, the measure carl'ies itself: the law 
is founded oIi the necessity of keeping up a standing army, 
and the result will be constitutional government. But gentle
men talk of making it politic, by disguising, if not omitting 
that part which concerns the army; so that in heland it shall 
bear a construction in favour of our 1iberties~ and in Eng
land against it: this is a principle I ,despise. If you imply 
any power in, the British Parliament to regulate the army of 
Ireland, you leave the constitution worse than you found it; 
and the bill is mischievous. If introducing this bill, you 
tremble at the claims of England, and not only fear to declare 
ymir rights, but fe~rto enact your own laws and regula
tions, you challenge a new attack by your timidity, which 
you' win prevent by your fortitude. Ireland is free, if hel' 
Parlli.'!!,E!~.tis honest and decided: 'yollr timidity 0\' YOUl' 

corruption lose the liberty of the subject. ' 

The House divided on tTle amendment of Mr. Foster. _"yes 111, 
Noes.80·;Majority 37.' 

PERPETUAL MUTINY BILL. 

MR. O'HARA MOVES AN AMENDMENT TO LIMIT THE DURATION 
OF THE BILL. 

August 16. 1780. 

THE heads of the Mutiny Dill, without a clause to render it per-
petual, and with an amendment of Mr. Fitzgibbon, empowering 

the Lord.lieutenant to issue warrants to hold courts-martial, was, 
on the 2d of June, orderea by the House to be brought up by 
Mr. G. P. B,ushe to the Lord-lieutenant for transmission to England, 
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On the 24th or July the House met, pursuant to' adjournment, to 
receive the bills that pad been tl'ansmitted to England. The Mutin;y 
Bill not having been- returned, Mr; Ogle called on Sit Richard 
Heron (the secretary) to state when it had been transmitted; and 
no explanation being given, he moved that the proper officer do 
lay before the House the date of tl'anslnission. This was accord
ingly ordered, amI the order was served on the clerk of the privy 
council. To this order no return was made. Sir William Os
borne, aftel' commenting on this disrespect to the House, proposed 
an address to the Lord-lieutenant, requesting him not to order 'the 
march or removal of any troops until a Mutiriy BilI had 'passed 
the House. lie was, .however, persuaded to withdralv his motion, 
and the House adjourned the consideration of the subject till the 
8th of August, on which day there was a call of the House. Mr. 
Grattan then mentioned that it was reported that the bill was to be 
retu,rned with a clause, rendering it PElrpetual; and he expressed 
himself in very strong terms against this measure. On the 12th, 
the bill was returned fl'Om the British privy council, 'lith a clause 
inserted to render it perpetual. Mr. Grattan then oeclared this 
measure would draw down public vengeance on the head of the 
minister. On thiS' day (the 16th) the House went into a committee,' 
on the bill,when Mr. O'Hara mov,ed, by way of amendment, to 
insert the words " until the end of the next session of Parliament, • 
arid no longer." This was opposed by Sir H. Cavendish, Sir 
Richard Heron, Sergeant Fitzgerald, Sir B. Roche, Sir Richard 
St. George, the Provost, Mr. Mason, and Sir H. :(.angrishe. 
They contended that the object of the popular party had been 
obtained ;, that the bill was of Irish offspring: the words " by ,and 
with the consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, ani the 
Commons, in this Parl}ilment assembled, !ind by ~he authority~of 
the same," rendered It -In act of, the Irish Parliament, arid the 
perpetuity did not alter the principle. The number of forets in 
Ireland were voted in the bill of supply, which was a temporary 
act,' and the King must recur to Parliament for both the army and 
the sllpply. The alteration in England had been made with a view 
to save the minister the trouble of putting the great seal every two 
years to a new bill. Though it gave new authority to the King, 
it did not give new powers, and it did not supersede the law, but' 
rendered it necessary for the Irish Parliament to assent, by the 
bill, to the enactment of martial law in certain cases. The.amend
ment was supported by Mr. Bushe, Mr. Ogle, Mr. Forbes, Mr. 
Fitzgibbon, and Sir Vesey Colclough: they contended that this 
bill was a subversion of all public liberty: it gave to the King a 
dictatorial and perpetual pQ.wer over 15,000 soldiers: they consi. 
dered the power of originating this act, as a declaration of right.;· 
and its alteration proved that the power of legislation over Ireland 
was exercised by England; and in this instance, it gave an uncon
stitutional P9wer to the King, and a greater power than t~e law of 
England allowed~ If the bill was rejected, no -danger could en
sue; another bill would be .sent over, and the army could, until 
then, be regulated by the old law. The question was, whether 
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the King should have a power independent of the Parliament; and 
they had then to decide whether they were a 1:'arliament or a body 
merely to register the edicts of the British privy council. 

"Mr. GRATTAN spoke as follows:-
Sir,-Gentlemen justify their vote on the danger of dis

banding the al'my - what an apprehension' let us examine it. 
The threat imports th!lt His Majesty will rather permit the 
army to disband than to accept an authority over it for a term 
not exceeding eighteen months. fIad His Majesty altered, and 
added to the Six-Months' Money Bill a clause, assuming the 
same to himself for two years, threatened that he would 
take the bill upon no other terms, but would sacrifice military 

" and civil establishment, and public credit likewise, and lea\'e 
aU a victim to inherent obstinacy; or should His Majesty re
fuse to pass the Revenue Bill unless perpetual; or if he should 
threaten, i' he were not indulged to the" extent of his wishes, 
to abdicate, I should give the same cl'edit to these declarations 
as to the denunciation that the King will suffer the army in 
Ireland to disband, if hi!! power is restricted to the same terms 

-to which it submits in Great"Britain, and to which the addi. 
tional revenue is limited. 
. Such arguments al'e weak threats in ministers, and poor 

pretence90 in those who depend npon ministers, and only used 
to men who arc wilIi!lg to be deceived. Kings should not be 

'sufferecJ to say that they will not receive from their subjects 
new· ~d suspicious power, except upon their own terms of 
their own usurpation. The {lower thef have is a grant from 
their subjects, limited, but ample, as much as is consistent 
with the freedom of the subject, or the ability of the King; 
they have sought "it" with all its restrictions, with all con
stitutional restrictions, the crown of these kingdoms is no 
hardship for them to wear. That His Majesty would turn 
his army loose upon his subjects was what the most timid did 
not fear, the most foolish did not believe, and what bis 
minist~r peveJ:, devised: Hi~ Majesty may repeal the law of 
Poynings; l:Iis. Majesty may give back to Parliament the 
hereditary revenue; His Majesty may pass an Irish bill of 
rights; His Majesty may repeal the present Perpetual Mutiny 
Bill: but there is one thing Hil! Majesty will not do - dis-

" band his army. " 
This declaration, false iIi itself, was relldered "indecent by 

former declarations from those by whom it had been asserted: 
it had been urged that the order and movement of the army 
required a Mutiny Bill: it was said that the army would not 
disband qor desel"t: in this confidence it was delayed for 
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several w~ks jn the council of Ireland, and for a month in 
that of Grc~t Britain" During this interval, it was said with 
a boast, that the army bad not disbanded; when the danger 
of desertion was urged for the.constitutional government of the 
arOl!, it was treated with contempt; but when an unconstitu~ 
tionallaw was to be defended, it. became an invincible argu~ 
ment j thus -weak, contradictory, and confident is that main 
argument for the mutiny bill: nor can I conceive that ,the 
_men who use4 the argument do in reality feel ,the force of it. 
because I remember these very men eight months ago, did 
not fear to send over to His Majesty a six months'money bill. 
and challenge the obstinacy of tbe minister to hazard the very 
being of the state, though now they fear to hazard the duration 
oftbat part of the state, wbich tbe Chief Magistrate is pjlf~. 
licularly attached to - the army; and l am the more incli!led . 
to doubt the sincerity of such an. argument, b~use these very 
men fi'equently boasted durillg the delay of thea mutiny bill 
lhat the army had not deserted, and they did contrive t() 
tlelay the mutiny bill still longer in that ,very confide!,c£', 
before they had so full an experience of the foundatioil of their, 
assertion. -

If the transmitted bill had .been sent back again,. Ill:,-ve 
no doubt but that it would· have passed; and I am coq..;. 
firmed in lhat opinion from a knowledge tha~ the altered an4' 
perpetual mutiny bill was not sellt to this -country until the 
pulse of individuals laad been felt, and a majority rrocure4'fo~ 
supporting it. The mutiny bill was made perpetual, not \le-
because the English ~lr.nistry \\~ould not consent to a limited 
law, but because the Irish House of Commons were willing to 
consent to a perpetual one: the minister of England would 
have consented, or if he had not, and .had found the army, he 
would have summoned the Irish Parliament and asked for the 
law. The situation of the country was as clear as it was strong; 
but the Parliament came down from its post of strength where 
it might have slep~ and must have conquered.: had Parliament 
Tecollect~ had .Parliamen1. thought for a moment~ haP· Par
liament, that -bad manifested such an active spirit in demand.,. 
ing trade, _in declaring 'against new taxes, that had depart~ 
from its usual maxims, and limited the bill of supply to six 
mouths, -had Parliament here shewn a common firmness,. had 
Parliament never intel'fel'ed, had Parliament fvrtunately for 
the freedom of the tubject ;md its own honour been pl'Orogue4 

, at that period, the constitution would have carried itself, the 
. King must llave come to his people, called his parliament, and 
asked for a mutiny bill as for a. bill of supply; yOlJ would 
bave granted. bim POWCI', as you tlo money, upon .your owl) 

VOL. L . .. 
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.terms; andilpon whatever, terms you gave, the King must 
lJave been thankful. The spirit of the people had brought 
tbe countTy to that state· where nothing could have pre-
vented our perfect freedom, except our own Parliament. 
The ministry knew we were impregnable t9 every thing 
'except the most incomprehensible folly, or the most un
bounded corruption: conscious -of this, they applied to both, 
but particularly to the latter, and bought from the Irish Par
liament the prerogative to govern the. army wi.thout the con
sent of the Parliament; a power which the people of Ireland 
had denied to the Parliament of England. The ministry were 
sensible of the post of strength in which the Irish nation stood 
entrenched, and applied themselves to money 'where they 
could' not with any success apply themselves to power; they 

~ bought a perpetual mutiny bill, they new-modelled parliament, 
and that parliament new-modelled the constitution; . a corrupt 
legislature ~as established a military government; they who 
Ilad come into the House of Commons as into a market-house, 
and who ,had been disgusted .at the ministry from the .poverty 

: of the treasury, here found a ready sale for their vote; ttey 
who, in the service of government, had frequently .opposed in 
the 'course of the sessiori, led away by public impulse, and 
liot :arrayed . by a regular plan of corruption, upon the ques
lion of die muti~y bill hoped to bring tllems.elves home, and 
'se~ure by c'J decisive blow to the people's interest, what they had 

"rreqwently hazarded by irregular sallies of virtue; they wbo 
bad been bred and almost born soldit'rs.& biassed by a military 
education, and who had no idea upon-the subject, except that 
'every thing respecting the army was the King's money, the 
King's c1otb, and the King's force, thought they found tllat sr .. 
'bitrary species of government they were proceeding to fOrm. 
'. The next argument is, that a principle. was carried against 
.the competency of the Parliament of Englan4 to make law for 
'this realm: I fear if that principle had not been carried 
l>efore the mutiny bill, it never had passed the House of Com
"lIIons Jt I hope Stich a principle is contained, or implied, or 
seftled by the mutiny bill; but this J must add~ 'that the bill 
luwirig come back to Ireland under the great seal of England, 
11S much Cc'lfried the 'pdnciple . as the passing it tinal1y into a 
law, for all the pal"ties had assented; the latter did not 
strengthen the principle of our liberty, but did very much 
strengthen the power by which .that litlerty might be de
stroyed, - the mililnfy power of the Sovereign. If the House 
of Commons sciught an argurpent in support of their claim of 
rigbt; the. natural metbod would have been to have come to 
.. declaration of right; if they wanted solid strength instead of 
resolutions to SUPPOl"t them, they should have kept thear.my 
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, dependent upon themselves instead of giving it to the Crown (QI" 
ever. Th~ objection to the declaration of right (which I pro
posed last April) was that it contained a claim of such a sort as 
,could not be determined by tlu~ 'woras of Parliament, but by the 
power of the country: certainly if that aec~aration of right had 
impaired the solid power of the country, which it did not,· the 
'measure had 'been unjustifiable, ev.el) though it had ass~tea, 
..as it did .in .the most express terms, the rights of the'nation; 
'.and tberefere. tbe perpetual mutiny bill~ not inex.press terms 
asserting the principle of YOllr liberty, and'-in the fullest and 
most express terms.·diminishing the ·powel'S·of the country,', 

:WIlS upon no 'ground wh~tever defensible, neither upon the 
arguments ·of those who suppurted. the declaration ()f right, 
,or of those who opposed it. I hope the bill carries a can
,struction ,favourable to our liberties, but whatever principle 
·the bill does carry, the principle of those who i,!l the English' 
interest moulded the bill to its present shape, W8$ the reverse 
()f liberty, for it was founded upon thisopinior.J, that the 
.King can mllke articles of war by his prerogative without the 
aid of his ll'ish Parliament. There were two .celebrafed 
..opinions in England that governed in the' alterat~on of the" 
Irish mutiny bill; one which has been already mentioned, 

'the other that the declJlration of .rightis enacting, uotde
.clal"atory, and of course inapplicable to IrelaDd~ these ,are 
.the opinions of the present Lord Chancellor of Great Britain,. 
-and under those ouinions he hesit/1.ted to ,put tbe great seal to 
,an Irish act that see,med to enable His Majesty by IItatute 
for eighteen months, to make articles .of war for II cmmtry. 
where, by prerogative, he .inight make articles of war for .ever. 
It became; therefore, necessary under this opinion, that the 
Parliament of Ireland should 'either not interfere at all in the ' 
government of the Irish army, or claiming to interfere for 
once, should give up all right and title for ever~ Accordingly 
a bill, which in its first stage passed the Commons of Irelanll,' 
.becaulle the magistrates would' n.ot attest nor billet soldiers, 
JWas rendered perpetual by the minister,· because the IrisD 
.Parliam.tmt had no power to regulate the army:' the palliatives 
lor such measures are as gross as the arguments, and the 
rust and most eminent for its futility, was,. that His Majesty 
had "~perpetual .revenue to feed an army, and a perpetual 
Jaw to keep that,army. together, yet he could not by law 
keep ,up tllat army in. time of peace without the' 'ionsent of 
.Parliament; that .three thiDgs were necessary to legalise and 
maintain an army, -.revenue,· consent of Parliament to its 
institut~n. and articles of war to, preyent its ,disorder.'~ :,1 
.hope it is so:; ,but having given His Maje~t1,aperpetual 
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' .. everiuetofeed his 8l'my, Rnd a l.aw to 'shoot his soldiel's if 
-they attenlpt to desert, 1 should think Ihllt the army would. 
:not disband: a'llll I do not find that when the bill of supply 
'expired, as it did when the old bill had been altel'ed, and a 
'new :One sent ovel', that any desertion took place, or that it 
' .. hen. occurred (6 any'man. that during that intet'val the army 
,became illegal. I hope, alllI do think, that Parliament must 
specially consent in order to legalise the al'my; but that point 

. will not avail when' you make the King too strong for the 
Jaw. ' 

If our ancestors had passed B perpetual mutiny bill, and 
'aiMed that mischief to a perpetual revenue, I should have 
,caught at this point of law as a last resort; but I should never 
have given the King a perpelual mutiny bill, relying upon 
the strength of such a point, nor should I evet' have given Ull 

.r~al strength.,to hllve taken argumentative secUl'ity for public 
liberty. I make 'no doubt that the people of Fl'ance clln 
make out many points in favour of libel'ty; but a vast military 
'government will not .suffer the subject to gO'into such 1m 
argument. It is not that in France and' Spain there are no 
remaining principles in favour of liberty, but in these coun
,tries the army is independent of the people. in these countries 
-they have established military govE:.mment and mllde the 
'King too strong for the law. 1 must add, that the continu
-,ing of an army without the consent of the IrishParliament, 
and fed without its consent by an hish r~venue. wQuld have 
not only the support of strength, but the countenance' of law, 
for the Lord Chancellor of England does think thnt His 
.Majesty may keep up an army' Without the consent of his 
Irish Parliament. The other palliative is base ,and common, 
.~, that the Sovereign. of these, kingdoms would attempt to 
destroy the subjects' fr~etJom by jorce of arms was chimerical, 
and that ,hatever intermediate milital'Y power was vested in 
his hands was therefore safe."I conceive this argument to 
be founded on a suppositiotlt that such an attempt would raise 
all ranKS of men against him, or, as was better expl'essed in 
the course of the. debate, the subject would to a man rebel. 
It is a terrible resource and poor apology to give the Chief a 
military power independent of his subjects, inconsistent with 
tjJe genius of the British constitution i-a power of arms within 
the state; and yet no part .of it; ...:.. a pel'JJetual fomenter, sug
gesting av-bitrsry measures and corrupt maxims to a violent 
King. upon the .confidence of unsuccessful rebellioil: this is-
8 dreadful expet'iment,. and a foolish argument, and such a 
one as other nations relied upon, whOile liberty is lost. 
. It ~s of many, one gl'eat objection to violent and un cpn;' 
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stitutional powers lodged in the Sovereign, that theyca,n only, 
be controlled by viQlent and unconstitutional remedies: if th~ 
King was to make an arbitrary use of the army. the~ar
liarnent, by discontinuing the mutiny bill, left the King with-: 
out the power" of contending ; the mere inaction of Par~ 
liament stopped the encroachment: tbe consignment ofthi& 

, ~ontrol in Parliament pI'evented the minister from abusing 
the power witb which he Wl}S entl'llstj!d; LIle limitation of th~ 
time tempered and sheathed the violent nature of the s"'ol'(l r 
die renewal of the power depended on the wholesome exer"! 
cise thereof, and the King could govern the army only during 
his good behaviour, and could only regain the pOWel" by: 
deserving it. . , 
, If a minister doubted whether" he should employ the army 
to collect a tax 01" execute a law proposed by Englund, be 
would fin~ himself deterred therefrom by the considel'atioq 
that be must apply biennially for a mutiny bill; but he 
would be much encouraged in such an attempt, if he would 
command and billet for any purpoSe any al'my by Jaws whicq 
we did not attempt to dispute • 

. We do not stat~ our danger, if we compare ourselves 
.to a country which had only to apprehe~d the encroachment 
of a sovereign of a great and an independent army, .and yet at 
.such a powel~ Great Britain trembled r \VeJlave not only 
the ambition of her king,. but the claims of her parliament to 
guard against; we have her r~SOUl'ces likewise to fear. H.uw 
mad, then, is that measure which enables the King of Great 
Bri~in. to keep in- Ireland an English al'my without limitation 
of anv sort whatevel", - either of the numbel' of men, the time 
they ;hould continue, or the. power that 'anayed and. billeted 
them. At the vel'y time we are disputing ~he claims of the 
Bt"itish parliament, "we give him an hish army, independent 
of the Irish PaJ;liament, by, which he may enfOl'ce Britis~ 
.statutes. 

The Parliament of Ireland has armed the claims of England 
with an eternal swol'(i. I do not say that the m,ilic~i('f which 
the pet"petualmutiny bill prompts will bef.1.lI; I will not say 
I.hat the King will billet by virtue of an hish law an. English 
army to enforce ElIglilih law; but I must say, that un It-i:;h law 
,enabling to billet,' march, &c. f()r c\'er, and for any Pu ... pose, 
. would gl"eady facilitate the execution of such a scheme, and 
. would be likewise a considerable inducement to adopt. it. 
The al'O'ument, therefore, that the King wiIlnot by fOl'ce qJ 
arms m~keattempts UpOll the liberty of tlle subjcC!, as a, ge
peral assel:tion, is'' false~ and in its applicatioll tu Ireland ~s 

F 3 



70' AMENDMENT TO LIMIT1'HE DunA'nON [Aug. 1 G. 

particularly false; to Ir~land, where the control is English; 
whbse king is, English, and whose army is English. 

But it is an unfair statement of the danger to say, that li": 
berty rlins no risk from absolute, perpetual, and independent 
military, power ~onferred on the Chief Magistrate, because he 
will not erislave his peQple by levying war upon them: there 
are ways fatal to liberty other than a direct and open hostility. 
Grcatpowersgiven to ihe Crown, such as perpetual revenues, re· 
venue bills withcoriditional clauses of perpetuity, and the perpe· 
tlial power of the sword, make the chief power of the magistrate 
sovery strong, that the subject will hot choose to persevere 
in opposing his will unless he hlis some accidental strength; 
unless he has an army likewise. The King need not resort to 
armli; the solid strength operates without being put forth: 
the army of such a prince is the occult cause, but the cause 
influt;ncing the moti?ns of Parliament and people.Wh, 
was It that the ParlIament and the people, 'wIth the prI
vileges of the British nation, did not venture to 'resort to the 
benefit of their own laws, but let them perish without a blow? 
Wlrat else was it but this occult cause, a strength too stro~g 
for the law? The subject had an,instindive sense of the vast 

. bulk of power opposed to him, and shrunk C.'om the collision 
as a lesser body by ,Ii prescient sensibility. In such cases, the 
monarch but looks up to the- scale of power and privilege: 
the latter kicks the beam, and the contest is fruitless. 

I 'have asked, what else but this previous decision ,in favour 
'Of power by irresistible force, rendering it C.'uitless to talk of 
limiting it, made Ireland relinquish her trade and constitu
tion ? I a~k again, what was it made Ireland insist 'lIpon 
but a conscious force, that occult cause, ...... her volunteers! 
'they prompted her to demand a free tra~e, aml induced the 
minister to accede? This was not determined by arms; tbe 
volunteers never attempted' to ,recover liberty by arms, but 
they gave a sile,nt confide,nee to Ii,berty, as the army, ind~ 
pendent,'of parliament, gIves a sdent confidence to power. 
'Had not· the volunteers existed, the men who asked for Ii free 
, trade would have been told, 'that this wa~ n'ot a debate about 
a question of right, but expediency. ' Whether we had better 
enter the lists with the dearest rights on our side, but the 
most ,decided strength on the other, - that in'8 contest of this 
sort, the weak generally lost what the strong had before omit
ted to deprive her of; that, in such a' posture of political de
bility, ' our rights are only saved by lying dormant. 

I have said, that the .liberty of this country, like that of 
'other nations, may be destroyed by tbe arm of the Chief MIi-
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.g-istratc;.and.likewise, that it lIlay: consume .by ·the grlldual~ 
ia:crease pf his power, ~nd the gradual decrease of the power 7 
of tIle people: the, town may be taken bYlitorm,. it "lllay also, 
capitulate. IrParliament sufl'ersthe outworks to· he t~ken. 
O)le by one, (it has suffered .them,) first, an. hereditary (e-. 

venue surrendered; next, II r~vem.le biU;then, the ppwer 
of the sword i. we are reduced to OUl' citadel, w~e -We toay' 
make a despero.te defence ·or .8· political sUl'rendel": tIle poli~~ 
tical body, like the natural, .dies, and, like the latter, hBli nQ, 
precise or ascertained mode of dying, but .more frequcn~ly ex:' 
pires by II gradual than Il sUdden death; and, thEwcfore, they 
who are tenacioU!~ of libeJ:ty, ~hould guard against evel'yprin ... 
ciple pf'political mortality; against eveJ:Y lneasul'e which tends 
-to weake)l that body whose liberty wq could preserve, ."do 
corroborates the body whose power we would guard against., . 

These jealousies may be .called speculations, but the nation. 
that calIs them so will not be long free. The Hollander doelb 
. not wait 011 his bank until the sea has .made good its impres
sion; the approach of-danger is the time to oppose it;· the 
woman whoendrires,familiarity, liurrenders the shield of hel'; 
vil,tue: let me add, that the persons who are most confident. 
in deClaring their firmness against a direct attack made on the. 
libeJ;ties of the people, are the very men who \fol,1ld be th.1! 
first to: surrender them.. Men who, ,when they .. daily /leU 
liberty in t~e detail, think they canl10t lose .it i!J, the gros~r 
who talk: of rebelljng against the accumulated strength of the 
CroW'n, but. cannot give lawfull'esistance. ,to its incipient. en.., 
croachments.. I have mentioned diffel'ent way!! i'n which tI.: 

fr~country may lose her liberty~ . there is another ,whicb 
ought 110t to be omitted, '-liberty-may be lost by an express: 
surrender. I will state it: tIle, parliament,. I will .suppose. 
corrupted jnto some measures certainly offensiye to national 
pride, probably injudous to national cpmmerce, and evidently 
unagreeable to the maxims of liberty ; and the parliament· 
lOay do this after it has wound up tbe passions of the peo)'>le, 
. and. upon the same questions, ·on mature debate~ make deci
sionfi diametrically opposite : the parliament may do this 
upolla mQtive notol'iousl,. corrupt,. after the secl'etary has 
been known to agitateevel'Y· particular membel', and make 
th~nlOst prodigal promises of public money. The people in •• 
(!ensed at. such proceedings, may express themselves 'with 
great Niolence; the parliament resents it, a quarrel imme-. 
diately commences; the obnoxious membeI:s, heated by re-. 
IOentment and biassed by fear, apply to the powe'r of the crown 
fQf. protectiyri ~d. J'eyenge ; ./~ey lament that things, shOLdd 
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,orne to a pass where the king or the rabble, monarchy 01' 

anarchy must be . absolute; they feel the dilemma, but in a 
choice of difficulties prefer government to no gov~rnment, 
order to confusion;. they therefore having by IIJ;! original 
tmwnrranta~le ·measure incensed the people to extravagance, 
justify themselves by an' accumulation of crimes: they gave 
the kibg unconstitutional power for money, ~hey give him 
·absolute power for protection; a cOl'rupt set of men, incensing 
an armed people, and then secur~ng themselves by absolute 
power, they sell the people first, they enslave the people 
afterwards: I think I heal' men of a milder callt excusing such 
conduct, shocked at popular enormities, appr~hellsive for 
their families 01' their fortunes, and taking shelter SO/IS l'abri 
du trOne. Can any man doubt this may be the case, who sees a 
contest already commenced - a contest dishonourable to Par
liament, the offspring of the perpetual mutiny bill,. nursed, 
embraced, and carried by' Parliament, signitying a breach 
between tlle House of Commons and the volunteers, under 
the pretence of maintaining die dignity of parlillment ;IIUCn. 
contests between superior and infe.'ior bodies are ever dis-

. honourable, both parties change their ground, the one rises 
and the other sinks to meet in conflict; to the one defeat is 
iqtolerable, 1md victory callnot be glory; but a contest 
founded OJ) the meanness and inconsistency of the superior 
body must be dishonourable indeed. . , 

The House of Commons pledged itself to two ideas, the 
one respecting the trade of the country, the other respecting 
the army: that a duty of 128. upon I'elined sugar was neces. 
sary to secure ou~ refining; .lhat the regulation of the army 
by the Parliament of IJ-el/lnd as in Great Britain, was essen· 
tial to our constitution~· After long examination, mature de. 
liberation,and f.'equent debate, these tWQ ideas were fixed; 
they were not only asce."tained but curried. by a victory, SQ 

that not only the wisdom of the nation assembled in parlia. 
ment, bu.t her pride was concerned in the adhering to them. 
These fixed, idellS of the Iri,;h Parliament are- set aside, and 
the two bills are regulated and altered, the trade bill by the 
English sugar-baker, the constitutional bill by the British 
cabinet; the Irish Pal'liament adopt both regulations. There 

.was an idea equally fixed with that which the House had 
adoptec.l with respect to the l'egulation, and which concerns 
the privilege of the House itself; - that no money bill can bEl 
altered, and yet this very money bill was kept for alteratioll 
in the British" cabinet: the trade of the nplioq and the pri~ 
vilege of l.er parlia~ent were hung up to be regulated,. in.; 

4 
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fringed, and destroyed by the British cabinet, the British 
commissioners, the British board of trade, and the Bl'itisll-
sugar-bakers. . 

"These 1I1easures are supposed to be carried by bribery;. a 
letter accompanies· them, enabling the Lord Lieutenant to 

. iavisb treasure, and ordering him to humble the Irish House 
. of Commons: altel'ations thus circumstanced, the one attendt.'ll 

with a direct breach of privilege, the othel' with a most im
pOI'tant and alarming change in the nature of the constitu
tion, both attended with a supposed contumely to our natiol. 
aud 01lr senate, and both adopted by that very House whose· 
"Sense they superseded, whose privileges they violated, and 
whose power they impaired, very naturally in8a~e. the 
people I the nation had been too highly tempered to bear. 
witb patience or regularity this public blow,-this downfall 0'£ 
her pride: some of the volunteer corps express their indlgna
tion; they discover the genuine feelings of free citizens; and 
delivt'r themselves in tbe indisCreet Isngul\,O'C of soldiers: tbey 
ch·arge the majority with having clone upon the greatest 
question, (what has not been unknown in questions of less 
moment) - with having taken money and sold the country : 
the Castle immediately summon the court-members to attend 
the secretary, and consult about this breach of privilege; but 
here' Parliament found it had no pri~i1ege, they had sub-
mitted to a breach of privilege from a manufacturing cor
poration of England, and now felt the wan~ of privilege, 
where the administration had exposed them to insults which 
they could neither overlook nor JVInisb; they became the 
tail of tbe COUl't, .. ndceased to be the head of the people: 
they proCeed, however; it is determined to prosecute tho 
volunteers.; a motion is made in the House of Commons to 
address the Lord Lieutenant to order the Attorney-general 
to prosecute, - That House of Commons'who had thallked the 
volunteers, who had been escorted by these very corps to the 
C~stle, wbere dle LotdLieutenant sat astonished, now by the 
direction of the Lord Lieutenant proceed againsl them; that 
court majority who had assel'ted that nothing less than a free 
trade would save this COllntry from impending ruinitralls
ferred tbat trade to be regulated by another power; that court 
inajol'ity who allowed and claimed the pl"ivilege to unalterable 
money bills, suffered t~eir money bill to be altered, • and in

·stead ofresenting that breach of their privileges, adopted the 
alteratjon themselves, as- if privile~ of parliament was ouly 
an instrumen.t against the subject ot Ireland, and not a shield 
to guard them against the encroachment of the s~lbjccts of 
another country; that. House of Comulons, I say, who com· 
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;nain~d of violated privileges, llad given up to the Crown for 
ever all controul over the government of the sword, and had 
alienated from_ the _ people for ever, and consigned to the ex.; 
ecutive branch a great portion of legislative power, and made 
in this instance whafthe law would not suffer in any, - a per
petual dictator; ,that House now with the authority which it 
has left, apply to the govemment to prosecute those armed 
societies whose services they had thanked, whose fire they had 
inflamed, whose attendance they bad suffered, and whose 
numbers and duration were now particularly necessary to 
counterbalance the strength of a military government: I can 
see in such a contest how serviceable to the Crown might be 
the pe.rpetual power of the sword" and an authority, inde
pendent of the people, to billet his al'my on its march to sup
Rress ,or dispers$those volunteers, who are supposed to. bav~ 
mutinied against Parliament; I hope things will never come 
to such it. pass; I hope nothing is intended to diminish; the 
number, impair the discipline, . or undermine the duration of 
the' volunteers: they become more necessary as the Cro\vl} 
becomes more powerful; a military government call. ollly be 
restrained by a military people, and as these associations have 
emboldened to ask for a free trade, so they may deter a 
potent king fl'om taking your liberties from a compliant par
liament: . but I have my fears, and I do apprehend that it is 
not only the design of His Majesty's ministers to humble the 
Irish· Parliament, but. to disperse the Irish volunteers, for 
certainly their project is to humiliate the Irish nation, and I 
know of nothing which .now stands in the way except the 
volunteers. ' 

I have ans,vered the two principal palliatives advanced in 
support of a mutiny bill; I -shall touch lightly on n few others. 
I have heard it liaid, ". that we !lre not in a worse situation 
than formerly" when we had no liberty, because we bad the 
hopes of it." The British act of mutiny and desertion did 
not claim to be more than an annual tyranny, aDd if you <lid 
not choose to submit., it was not the tyranny of a moment, 
you had your remedy in your laws, where now you have your 
evil ;_. it was then the assumed tyrlWny of the British Parlia
ment., it is now the legal tyranny of the King, established by 
your own Parliament; your privileges, though dormant, did. 
exist, but they have now beel\. brought forward by the people, 
and surrendered by the Parliament: out I must say, it is mean' 
and miserable to boast that we are not reduced to a 'Wone 
situation than that in' which we were formerly, when we were 
in possession of neither trade or constitulion. Have all our 
endeav~urs":"'the stru~les of our people-the demand. oC 
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our 'Parliament, and 'the ostentatious disp~IlY of vit·tue, left 
us only in a. sitq,ation "ot W01'se than formerly? The country' , 
should have beEn free! It was in the power of Parliament' 
to have made her so. The model for ber liberty should have 
be,en British liberty; the maxims of her jealousy should have: 
been British maxims. If the British minister shall heteafter 
detract from our trade, if he shail confine us to the export of. 
coarse woollen cloth, still we are in a better situation thall 
wbenwe had no trade: if not the perfect state of commerce 
and of liberty, but a "tate wherein -both were extinguished, is 
to be ever in our conte~plation; if we are to blame our
selves for omitting the most obvious opportunity of establish
ing our trade and rigbts forever, but to congratulate .ourselves 
for raising them from that entire depression, this country 
finds in the conduct of her senate -- a limitation of prosperity 
which 'she has not in her natural situation. . 

I dety any author to. instimce a country whose former 
situation ·was so oppressed, or whose present oppOl·tunities 
·80 decided as· those of Ireland; and, therefol'e, wherever she 

• fell short of the British constitution,· to have left her consti
tution defective, she must have been kept back by her Par
liament; thus, for instance, the mutiny bill for two years 
with the"British preamble, would have· carried itself merely 
because the people would not obey an English mutiny bill. .. 

Another palliativ~ for such a measure- is a new and ex-. 
traordinary assertion, that in these· countries the army was 
impel'ial, not parliamentary: in its natu.re; and, '. therefore, it 
was inferred that the articles of war should not from session 
to session be made 6y the Irish. P~rliament: but this argument 
proceeds. not so mu.ch upon· a knowledge of the service,. as 
3n ignorance of the constitution, which does not conceive an 
army, still less an imperial army, for it is Jlot formed upon 
the idea of empire, or of an empire. ".An army," says Mr. 
Blackstone, "in England is ipso facto disbanded at the ex
piration of every year, unles~ continued by Parliament; 
nothing ought to be more guarded in a free state, than mak
ing the military power (when slIch Bone is necessary to be 
kept on foot) a body too distinct from the people; like ours, 
it should be wholly composed of natural subjects, it (lught 
only be enlisted for a short and limited time; the soldier 
i>hould live intermixed with the people; no separate camp~ 
no barracks, . no inland fortresses should be allowed; and it 
·might still be. better if by dismissing a stated numbet and 
enlisting others ·ot every renewal of their term, a circulation 
could be kept up between the army and the people, and the 
citizen allll the soldicl' be more intimately connected together; 
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to keep this body of troops in order, an annual .act pas~es 
, To punish mutiny and descl'tion.''' Such are the words 
of Blackstone. • 

T~erefore, this argument, which makes the army impel'inl, 
contradicts the ancient constitution, the pl'eamble ot' the 
Bl'itish act, which det:1aresany ·army in time or peace 
#lgainst la\y, but a parliameU1iaI'y army, and the biennial 
bill of supply, which makes our army not an imperial. 
but an Irish army. The imperial idea would, if taken in its 

· full extent, go much farther than divest the Parliament of 
Ireland of the po~er of making articles of war; it would divest 
the Parliament of England also, and. lodge in the hands of 
the Chie( Magistrate that power which !elated to the whole 
empire, and ought to be lodged 'in the distinct legislative 
assemblies. The fears that distinct legislatures may adopt 
distinct artic:les of war, IUld confound His Majesty's forces, 
are in their nature inadmissible, because they annex a dis-" 
credit to the supreme legislative authority, for the purpose, 
not of redressing its errors, bot crippling its powel's; and 
suggest an' incapability' where the law ~has given full power' 
and indefinite credit; they in their consequence woulct divest 
Pal'liament of its attributes, or they would suppose the Englil;h 
Parliament capable of governing the army in Engliuul, I.JUt 
t~e Irish Pal')jament. incapable of gove1'1ling the army in 

. Ireland ; they would, instead of moulding the army to the 
constitution, shape and torture the principles of the constitu. 
~ion to the maxims of the army; they would continue an army 
in peace against the prtnciples of the constitution, and give 
lip all powel' over that army to establish unity of discipline; 
they would, . in short, reject every supposition .that .the King 
is incapable of abu~ng, or the Parliament of exel,ting, legis. 
lative authority. This al'gument, filr from applying to the 
Ilresent case, as tending to uni~y or discipline, ~akes a mate
J'ial difference between the armIes of both countrIes: the army 
in England is padinmentary, the army in Ireland is l'Oyal; 
the' Kin ... in one depends on his Parliament for marching, 
4Iccomm;dating, nna.goveming his army; in the other, he O1ay 
march, accommodate, and billet, independent of Parli:uncnt. 
In tho one country there is a constitutional, in the .other an 
unconstitutional military establit;hment: the army Ilccommo-

· dated to the one, resembles the· con'>titutioll of England, iu 
· the other it resembles the constitution of France: to say that 
these institutions are the snme, because the manual cannot 
vary, is trifling pedantry; they materially differ. This argu
ment, which is neithel' constitutional 1101' applicable, ill the 
J)l'anch of all old principle that now cannot be avowed, - thut 
the regulation of the army should bt:long to the Briti~h Paf-
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liament. I allow the 81'gument as to ,simil~l"ily of discipline, 
but it puts an end to similarity of every thing else, tights or 
privileges: we should, therefore,.be very cautious how we 
admit into our COUll try the language of imperial armies, for 
every thing may be called imperial: trade may be called all 

impcrialcollsideration, and the change of .the name intl'o:. 
duces into this country the legislature of Grea~ Britain. 

Conceive any set of men delibel'ating, 'and at once parting 
with the grt:atest and most important power the constitution 
knows, or fears, for ever. Not a grant of I 00,0001., but a gl'eat 

. ~ranch of legislative authority, - a portion of their own life: 
when acts are perpetual, they are .regulations.for the subject, 
not powers to the crown; when a crime is made' by act of 

'piu'liament, the law-is of tell perpetual~ but· when a power is 
entrusted to tne Cl'own, the law is ill its nature limited ac· 
cording to the' nature of all trusts, and according to the 
'litture of a limited monar,chy; but if any power should llot 
be entrusted· to the King for ever, I say it is in that country 
which has given the revenue for ever, and, a law to collect 
that revenue for evel', provided His Majesty does not call s 
parliament. I own I tremble at this departure from the 
ancient English maxim; I tremble at the example afforded' 
by a set of men who have at this pllrticular time dismem .. 
ilel:ed their, own' assembly, imd'mafmed parliament fOl'ever; 
fOl: if these men J:ould, at this time, with, an armed country, 
a high reputation, 'opposed to s' ministry in England de. 

. pressed with _ public opinion, .contending against France~ 
Spain, and Alilel'ic/1; opposed to ~ ministry here. w,:ak, with
out address or treasure, - I say, If these men could yield in 
such circumstances all control over the govemment of ·the 
sword for ever, what compliance!1·would 119t the same set of 
men make if the adversaries were dispers~d, the treasul'y 
'ebuudant, the Bristish ministry at 'Iei~ure, the British' 
strength collected, and the Irish ministel' bold and expel't. 
:What compliances would not such il set of Inen 'make, encou:' 
raged too by tlle impunity attending their complianc(l upon 
this occasion, and the experience of popular inefficacy. 011 

.questions the nearesf to their interest? 'what treachery.and 
what instances of folly may not be found? Sil', if I'were to 
paint' the image or symb!>l of, a silly assembly, of political 
tolly. persollified, I would draw her flourishing the sword at 
one moment, and surrendering it in the next.' What may not. 
'the people of this country fear if their struggles against the 
Bl'itish Parliament al'e bv their OWl} Parliament to be con. 
'vertedjnto a legal tl'nnsf~r of a perpetual tyranny vested in . 
. the Cl'own, if their ~trl1l:Jgles nre to be quelled lind chastised 
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by their own army, and their Parliament bopght and humbled 
by their treasury, and lhe' nation obliged t~ make good. at ~ 
.great and opprobrious el!pence for victories obt.ained. over 
~crselt; those promises by "'hich het representatives' have 
been corrupted, the nation stigmatised, aDd the court vested 
.with 'an' tmexampled and endless prerogative? 

l'he ~xercise of. power, - the use of public money, have 
·beeD hitherto deemed the subject of c9rruptioll; but the power 
itself, - the perpetual dominion, have never been considered 
lJ.S subjects of bribery, because in such a case the Parliament 
yielding to such an influence, would be guilty, not of an abuse', 
but of treachery; they would have sold not the use of the 
:power, but th~ power itself; it would be a perpetual alien
ation of ~ delegated power most criminal from its venality. 
These maxims are safeguards; in a conupt age they 
nre the only safeguards: whenever these maxitns are de
paI:ted from - wIlen these maxims are bought' up by the 
conrt, and in their place is establish~d among the repre
'sentatives of the people a lawless .compIiallc~, restra~ned 
.by 'no jealousy~ justified by DO necessity, warranted by no 
.example; in such n case I know' not of any remedy except 
'one, - the power which the people have reserved in the limit
ation. of Parliament, in the octennial bill j timely warned and 
fully apprised of the mischief which must follow,. of the dis-

. grace which accompanies, and of the corrupt influence which 
produced the perpetual mutiny bill, they may make the im
JDediate repeal of it a. condition of future election, they may 
llOW in their different cities, &c. form a coveIlant never to 
vote for ·but streIluously to oppose the election of every mall 
WJlO does not support. the repeal or limitation of this bill, as 
anIlexed to the money bill: but it' the people should be so 
lost to ,their own inter~st, digIlity, and efficacy, as to elect 

·UpOl}. a PI"inciple of personal attachment those very men who 
.have voted agaillst their instructions, who have voted against 
the only shQr,tJDoney bill which the court. cOIltested, who have 
voted agaillst a 'declaration of right, against the IIlodifica~on 
Df Poyning's law; those men who have voted for a mean and 
dangerous regulation of 9s. 2d. on British sugar, and for a 
perpetual mutiny bill; - if the people can be induced to return 
to parliament as their trustees the!,e very men who have op
posed their instructions, alienated their powers, and hazal"ded 
their manufactures; - if these very men shall add to this by 

";opposing a repeal or limitation of the mutiny bill, and make 
their treachery perpetual; - if,. I say, the people do this, their 
,.epresentatives will hereafter give them a great many fresh 
opportunities of showiIlg their indL\lgence. 
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Consider that every question for supporting' whichtbey 
instruct their representatives; if not impressed on those they 
~Iect, will only raise the market of the House of Co,mmons. 
Men, instead of obeyhlg their instructions, will bring them to 
the Castle in their pocket, and extort from 'government for 
lli~obeying them. Every .great question, - Poyning's. law, 
the perpetual mutiny bill, th«iJ altered sugar bill,. will be sold~ 
rmd increase your debt i,nstead of mending your cOllstitution. 
If the PQwers of the Parliament over the army, the security 
of the plantation trade, the formation of the constitution, da.
pend upon whether- ten or. twenty' individuals are to be fed 
by the' state, how certain must this nation fall! how low 
must she fall! . 

If, with all our volunteers, with the lively recollection of 
recent hOnOlft'S, and the quick ·sense of present disgrace, with 
a British ministry beset witll all the nations in the world, we 
canllot restore' to a future pal'liameI)t its legal authority over 
the army; if, I .say, corruption be fortified, and flushed by , 
impunity, and by a .military government renderEld audacious, 
there is no nation where all lib~rty will not speedily expire: 
but.I believe there is a public eye and a pl'esent justic~, that 
will not suffer these things. . The Irish ParliametJ.t may rue 
the perpetual mutiny bill as~lich as the British Pafliamellt 
did the Middlesex ,election.; :and corruption may receive.a 
blow that will stun her for a cent.ury. . 

. "",' .. 
The House divided on the amendment, Ayes 62, Noes 114 ; 

Majority against a limited mutiny ,bill 52. 
List of Memb~rs who .voted for Ii Perpetual MutinyBill~ 

Adderley, Thomas Coghlan, Thomas . 
Allen, Hon. Richard ColviUe, Wm. 
Annesley, Hon.· Richard Coote, Chs. Flenry 
Bailie"James . Conolly, Right Hon. Thomas 
Beresford. Right Hon. John. Corry, Arman Lowry 
Birch Robert Cox, Richard 
Blak~ney, John Cromie. Sir Michael, Bart. 
Brooke, Right Hon. Sir A. Bart. Crosbie, Lord . 
Browne, Sir John Cuffe, James 
Browne Hon. James Dawson, Arthur· 
Burgh Thomas Oldtown Digby, Simon 
Burto~, Right Hon. W. pillon, Robert .. 
Burton Wm. Foster, Right Hon. John 
Cary, Right Hon. Edward Fitzgeral~, James. 
Cavendish James Flood, Sir Frederick, Bart. 
Cavendish: Rt.Hon. Sir Henry Flood .• Warden 
Chapman Benjamin Gamble, Robert 
Chapman: Wm.. Gardiner, Luke 
Clements Robert :. . Green. Godfrey 
Clements: Right Hon. Theophilus Godley, John 
Cobbe, Thomas Hamilton, Sackville 
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Hamiltoh, Jobn 
Hamilton, George 
Hamilton, J. Stewart 
Handcock; John , . • 
Hcron; Rt.Hon. Sir Richard, Bart. ' 
HiIILSir Hugh, Bart. 
Hoare, Joseph 
Holmes, Peter 

.Howard, Hugh 
Runt, Edward 
Rutchilison, Rigllt Hon. J. H. 
Hutchinson, R. H. 
Jackson, Robel·t 
"Jephson, Robert 
Knox,John 
Langrishe, Sir Hercules, Bart. 
Leigh,John 
Loftus, Henry 
Loftus, Arthur 
Longfield, Richard 
Lysaght, l;IOII. James 
Lysllght, Nicholas 
Mathew, Francis 
May, Sir James, Bart. 
Maxwell, Hon. James:Barry 
Mason, John Monck 
Maunsell, Thomas 
Meredyth, Henry . . 
Molyneaux, Rt.l-Ion. SirCapel,Bart. 
Montgomery, Sir Wm. Bart. 
Montgomery, 'Vm. 
Moore, Thomas 
.Moore, John 
Nesbit, Thomas 
O'NeiU, John 
Palmer, Sir Roger, Bart. 
P.arnell, John 

Parncll, Sir John, Bart. 
Peunefather, Hichard 
Pennefather, William 
Pigott, Col. Thomas 
Pomeroy, Henry 
Pomeroy, Right Hon. J. 
Pomeroy, Arthur 
Ponsooby, James Cnrrigue 
.Rawson, George, ' 
Rowley, Clotwortby 
Ross, Robert 
Reilly,John 
Scott, Right Hoo. John 
St: George, Thomas 
St. Leger, Honour!lhle Hayes 
St. Leger, Honourahle Richard 
Southwell, Hon. Henry R. 
Somerville, James 
Tighe, Robert 
Tighe, Edward 
Townsend, Richard 
Toler, John 
Tottenham, Riehan\ Loftus 
Tottenham, Charles 
Tottenham, Ponsonby 
Tottenham, Charles 
Tunnadine, John 
Tydd, Julin 
Ulliacke, James 
lJoiacke, Robf!rt 
Uniacke, Robert 
Ward, Hoo. Edward 

. WilSOII, :James ' 
Wood, Attiwell 
'Vynne, Owen, .iunior 
Wynne, Right Hon. Owen 

·Teller .for the Ayes, Cunningham, General. 

List of Members who; in 1780, voted against a Perpetual' 
Mutiny Bill'. 

Agar, George 
Alexamlet, Robert 

, Alexander, Jumes 
Archdall, Merv,'n-
Blal'kwood, Sir~ John, Bart. 
Bolton, Corneliu. 
Brabazon, Hon. Wm. 
Brownlow, Right Hon. William 
Burgh, Right Hon. Walter Hu~sl'y 
Cllrew, Robert Shapland 
Clement; Doctor 
Cope, Henry 
Colclough, Sir Vese~" Bart. 
Dlly, Anthony • 
Dawson, Thomas 
Deline, Joseph 
Delvin, Lord 

Dobbs, Conway, R. 
l?itzgenlld, Edward 
Fitzgibbon, John 
Finlay, John 
Flood, John 
Forbes, John 
Forde, Robert 
Fortick, Willium 
Grattnn, Hellry 
Harman, Laurence 
Jobnston, Sir Richard, Bart. 
Kingsborough, Lord . 
Latouche, David . 
Lawless, Sir Nicholas, Bnrt. 
J.owther, Gorges 
Lloyd, John . 
llassey. Hon. Hugb 
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Montgomery, A. Monaghan Plltland, George 
Montgomery, A. Donegal Ram, Andrew 
Montgomery, G. Ram, Humphreys 
Mossom, Eland . Ram, Stephen 
Musgrave, Richard Rawley, Hercules La~gford 
Newenham, Sir Edward, Kuight Smith, Thomas· 
Neville, Richard . . Stewart, Sir Annesley, Bart. 
Ogle, George _ . Stewart, Robert 
Ogle,. William Meade Stewart, James 
Osbome, Sir Wm. Bart. . Stratford, Hon. John 
Osborne, John ' Stratford, Hon: Benjamin O'Neill 
Prendergast, John Warburton, James 
Preston, John Yelverton, Barry 
Preston, Joseph. . , . 

. TeUer for the· Noes, O'Hara, Charles. 

~LOSE OF THE SESSION. 
September 2. 1780. 

SPEECH OF THE LORD: LIEUTENANT (EARl, OF BUCKINGHAM
SHIRE.) 

-THE session of parliament closed this day. with the following 
speech from the Lord Lieutenant: 
" My Lords and Gentlemen, ' 

" I am happy at length to congratulate you on the conclusion of 
this session of parliament; though the important measures under 
deliberation must have made your attendance less irksome to you. 

ce If your long absence frQjD your several counties has been pro
ductive of any inconveftience, sucIt inconvenience is fully com~ 
pensated by permanent and solid benefits, the successful conse
quences of your labours. 

c. Gentlemen of the. House of Commons, ' 
.. I thank you, in his Majesty's.name, for the liberal supplies yo", 

have granted; y.our cheerfulness in giving, and your' attention to 
the ease of the subject in the mod~ of raising them, .must be very 
acceptable to His Majesty: on my part, I assure you, they shall be 
faithfully applied. . . , " , 

.. My Lords and Gentlemeu, . 
.. The.satisfaction with which the heart of every II·ishman mast 

exult at the fair scene of prosperity now opening to this country. 
may equal, if. not exceed, the, glow of my private feelings: and. 
whilst you applaud the conduct of Great Britain in removing the 
restrictions ilpon the trade of this kingdom, you cannot but par
ticularly acknowledge the unequivocal demonstrations of her 
sincere affection, in admitting you upon the most liberal plan. to 
an immediate, free, and equal intercourse with her colonies. ,. 

~. The wise and salutary laws which you have framed, naturally 
lead to the most beneficial enjoyment of. that intercourse. And 
when I reflect on those great objects,and on your meritorious 
attention to the trade, agriculture, and "manufactures, of. this 
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kingdom, so conspicuously manifested by the laws passed for 
granting ample bounties on the export of your corn, your linen, 
and your. sail-cloth, by the premiums for encouraging the growtb 

. of hemp and flaxseed, and by the judicious provision for the better 
regulating ~f your manufactures, I feel a conscious satisfaction, 
that the commerce of this kingdom has been established upon an 
extended, firm, and lasting basis; and that Ireland- must, in the 
course of her future prosperity, look back to this era, the labours 
of the present Parliament, and the diffusive indulgence of His 
Majesty, with a most grateful veneration • 

.. Your own discreet judgment will naturally suggest the expe
diency, when you retutn to your several counties, of impressmg 
upon the minds of all ranks of men the various blessings of tbeir 
present- situation. Demonstrate to them, that every effectual 
source of commercial wealth is now their own, and invites that 
industry, without which the wisest commercial regulations remain 
a dead letter, and the- bounties of nature are lavished in vain. 
Cherish such a spirit of industry, and convince'them of the 
essential advantages they derive from their free and excellent 
constitution, the maintenance of every branch ~ which, in its 
'just vigour and authority, can alone secure their liberties and 
preserve their happiness." 

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT. 

OctolJer 9. ITSl, -

THIS day tIle House met pursuant to prorogation, when the 
-, Lord Lieutenant (Earl of Carlisle) delivered the following 
,peech from the throne: 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, 
c. In obedience to His Majesty's commands, I meet you in par

liament, as chief governor of this kingdom; and that I feel with 
diffidence and anxiety the weight and importance of the trust 
with which I am honoured, yet it is a matter of encouragement 
tl) -my mind, that I arrive- at a period peculiarly auspicious to 
Ireland. The substantial effects of those benefits which the, wis. 
dom and liberality of the British Parliament have lately communi. 
~ted to this country, are already apparent in the increase of ber 
manufactures, and the extension of ber commerce. From the 
progress which bas been made, notwithstanding the obstacles tbat 

_ industry must have suffered from a war, which extends itself over 
so great a part of the globe, it is but proper to expect, that every 
1I0urce of national employment and wealth wiII dillilse itself. much 
,wider, whenever the blessings of peace shall be restored. 

II Ie gives me the sincerest pleasure to execute His Majesty's 
~omlJlands, by assuring you, in his royal name, of his determin-
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ation to continue the most parental attenti~ to the rising pros. 
perity oE: this country, the true interests of which are, and must 
ever be, insepara!)}e from those of Great Britain. . 

« His Majesty's domestic happiness has received an increase,lUld 
the protestant succession a further. security. by the birth or 
another prince.' . 

cc Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 
" Your last grants being nearly expired, it will now rest with your 

deliberation IUld prudence, to furnish such supplies as you shall 
deem adeqllate to the maintenance of public credit, the honourable 
support of His Majesty's government, and the safety of th~ 
kingdom. . . 

" I have ordered the proper accounts to be laid before you; frOID 
these you will be made acquainted with the state of your revenues 
and expences, and will be enabled to judge what provisions inay 
be suitable to the circumstances of your COUl)try, and the exi. 
gencies of the public service. If any measures can be devised, 
tending to improve the management of the 6nances, and to 
elFectuate a' more complete and more secure collection of the 
revenue, they will have my cheerful concurrence. 

cc My Lords and Gentlemen, . 
cc Conscious that it is my indispensable duty to promote whatever 

may contribute to extend the advantages of civil society, I take 
the 6rst occasion to. call your earnest attention to the encourage
ment of your trade. and the improvement of your manuractures ; 
and especially to the maturing and enforcing of your inferior police, 
as well by your deliberations, as by the influence of your counsels 
and examples, impressing upon the minds of the people a becom
ing reverence of the laws • 

• c The humanity and-'wisdom of those motives which inlluence 
your suppwt of the protestant charter schools. as seminaries of 
true .t:eJigion and honest industry, will continue to engage your 
regard. 
. .. I am sensible also of the expediency and good policy of the 

encouragements. wllich are accustomed to be given. as well to the 
linen manufacture as to tillage. to the fisheries, the ioland carriage 
and export of com, and other great national objects. • 

"It will deserve, however, your best attention and vigilance to 
ascertain and enforce the strict and due expenditure of such sums 

. as may be granted for these wise and benevolent purposes. 
•• His Majesty ardently wishes the happiness of his people or 

Ireland. in whose affection and loyalty he places the 6rmest 
.reliance. And though I am not directed to call upon you f~ 
any extraordinary supplies, in this time of general hostility, whell 
these kingdoms are exposed to an unnatural and dangerous "Com
bination of enemies; I have not the smallest doubt, that I shall 
be enabled to assure His Majesty of your cordial disposition to 
give him every assistan.ce compatible with your means and 
circumstances~ .'. 

« No event could more contribute to the public security. than 
the general concurrenc~ with which the latelpirited oifer. of 
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assistance were presented to me, from every part of this kingdom; 
and I am fully convinced, that if the necessity had arisen. it was 
in my power to have called into action all the strength and spirit 
'of a brave and loyal people. eager, under my direction, to' be 
employed in aid of His Majesty's regular forces for the public 
defence. • 

•• I. trust that every part of my conduct will demonstrate how, 
much it is the wish of my heart to engage your confidence; I shall 
claim it only in proportion as I shall be found to deserve it, by an 
unwearied endeavour to promote the prosperity of Ireland: and 
'I 'am sensible, that this is the best, method of recommending my 
services to our sovereign, and of obtaining your concurrence 
towards the ease and honour of mt administration." 

Mr. O'Neill 'then moved the following Address to His Majesty, 
whjch was agreed to 7lem. con. 

"Most gracious Sovereign. ' 
.. We, your, Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Com

mons of Ire!Jlnd in Parliament assembled. approach your Majesty 
with unfeignell,and heartfelt expressions of (luty, loyalty aud at
tachment to your Majesty, for having placed in the government of 
this kingdom a nobleman, from whose cultivated talents, ex
perienced abilities, and known virtues. we have every reason to 
expect that the happiness of Ireland will be secured and increased. 
-The great and substantial benefits which have been communicated 
to this country through the, benign influence of your Majesty's 
Jove for your subjects, and tbe wisdom and liberality of the BritIsh 
Parliament, are already-felt in tJle increase of our manufactures, 
and the extension of our commerce; and we may reasonably ex
pect farther facilities to the exertion of. industry, and a farther 
diffusion of national employment and wealth, when the blessings 
of peace shall be restored to the world. The gracious assurances 
of your Majesty's royal determination to continue the most pa
realal attention to the increasing prosperity of Ireland, ' caDnot 
but impress upon our minds the warmest sensations of gratitude; 
and we feel the clearest conviction that the mutual security and 
strengtb of your Majesty's kingdoms can never be "promoted but 
by the spirit and effect of that policy; which considers their true 
interests as ever inseparable. 

"Deeplyintere&ted-for our Sovereign's domestic felicity. we offer 
-our congratulations t-o your Majesty upon the birth of another 
prince, and consider every increase of your Majesty's family as 
adding security to that happy succession to which your Majesty's 
Joyal suhjects of Ireland have at all times shewn the most steady 
and inviolate attachment. 
, .. Animated IHI well by our affections to your Majesty, as by our 

attachment to the essential welfare of our constituents, we shall, 
51! far as the circumstances or the country will permit, with the 
utmost cheel'fulness, grant such supplies lUI shall appear adequate 
to the' ~aintenance of public cl'edit, the. honourable suppor~ of 
your MaJest:y's government, and the securlt~ oftbeldngdom; and 
",'e shall, wltbout delay, apply .our attention to whatever may 
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contribute to improve the management, or secure the collecti~n 
of the public revenues. '_ 

" We acknowledge your Majesty's tender concem for the public 
welfare, . in what has been recommended to us from the throne re
specting the linen manufacture, tillage, the protestant charter 
,schools, the corn bounties, the interior. police of the kingdom, and 
other national objects, and we shall not fail on our part, in that re
gard which matters of such importance deserve. ..' , 

"We are farther sensible of YOUl: Majesty's goodness in not 
having called upon your kingilom of Ireland for any extraordinary 
supplies in this time of general hostility; and your Majesty may 
be thoroughly pel'suaded of our earnest disposltion to give every 
assistance, compatible with our means and circumstances,. towards 
resisting and repelling the unnatural and dangerous combination 
of enemies to which your dominions are at present exposed. That 
the ard(Jur with which the late, offers of service were presented 
from every part of the kingllom, has afforded the most convincing 
proof, that the stl'ength and tipirit of your Majesty's faitnful peo
ple are animated by the warmest loyalty towards' your pll.rson 
and government; and we feel a conscious pride, that the character 
which this country must bear in the eyes of Europe, will tend to 
~stablish the glory of your Majesty's government, -and the safety 
and happiness of this kingdom;" . ., ' 

Mr. O'Neill then moved. and it was resolyed nem. con. " That 
,the thanks of this House be given to the volunteer corps of this 
kingdom for their exertions and continuation, and particularlyfor 
their spirited preparations against a late threatened invasion." ' 

. -Mr. Yelverton then moved, and it was resolved nem~ con • ... That 
:the Sheriffs of the different' counties, and -counties of cities and 
towns, do communicate this resolution to the several volunteer 
corps o( this king<\om.'· 

PERPETUAL MUTINY BILL. 

MR. GRATTAN 1I10VES FOR LEAVE TO INTRODUCE HEADS OF A 
LIMITED MUTINY BILL., 

November I'S. 1781. 

'IN the last session, the mutiny bill, as altered.in the English 
, ' Privy Council by the insertion of a clause to render it perpe

tual having been adopted by the Irish House of Commons. Mr. 
Graitan declared he would, in the ensuing session, move for its 
repeal, and OD this day made his promised moti~D. What remains 

, of hiupcech is as follows: 
. However astonishing it may appear, I rise in the 18th. 
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century to vindicate Magna Charta, sanctified as it is by the 
authority of 600 years. I call upon gentlemen to teach 
British privileges to an Irish Senate. I quote the laws· of 
England, first, because they are laws; secondly, because tbey 
are franchises,- and they are the franchises of Irishmen as well 
as of Englishmen. I am not come to say what is expedient; 
I come to demand a right, and I hope I am speaking to 
men who know and feel tlteir rights, and not to corrupt con
sciences and inferior capacities. -1 beg gentlemen to tell me 
'Why, and for 'What reason, the Irish nation was deprived of 
tile British constitDtion; the limitatiOn of the mutiny bill 
was one of the great hinges of the constitution, and ought it 
tllen to be perpetual in Ireland? No man- could doubt as to 
the point of right respecting the army. I could refer to the 
opinion~ of the greatest men who have been the ornaments of 
the British senate on the subject of standing 81"mies: tbey are 
against the . law of the land. I will even resort to the ques
tion of necessity. We want not an army ftS Great Britain 
does; for an army is not our protection: we keep up an army 
cnly to strengthen the arm of prerogative; and in the hour 
of danger, this boasted army is not found at home to support 
you. Was your army your protection wIlen Sir Richard 
Heron told you, you must trust to God and your countr!! P 
Youwant it not for defence, you want it not for ambition; 
you have no foreign dominions to preserve, and your people 
are amenable to law. Our duties are of a different J:tature, -
to watch with incessant vigils the cradle of the constitution; 
to J"ear an infant state, to protect B. rising trade, to foster a 
growing pecple : among all the varieties of sectaries and of J"e
ligions, eTery thing here is unanimity j, tht' new world has 
OTertnrned the prejudices of the old j it has let in a light upon 
mankind, and the modern philosophy has taught men to look 
upon each other as brethren, not as enemies. We are free~ 
we are united~ - persecution is dead; the protestant religion 
iii the child ortbe constitution, the presbyterian is the father, 
the Roman catholic is not an enemy to it: we are united in 
one great national community. What was our lIituation 

. formerly? We were a gentry without pride, and a people 
without privilege j every man was convinced of his rights, but 
till lately every man had neglected them. The British con
stitution lay upon the ground like a giant'. armour in a dwarf's 
custody: at length the nation asserted itself, and though 
the declaration of rights was not carried, which I proposed 
as a measure safe and innoxious, yet our spirit made us a na
tion. British supremacy fell upon the earth like a spent thun
derbolt: t"e minister feared to look at it; the people were 
fond to touch it. 
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Yet, ~hough we have no necessity for nn army, and have 

asserted our fl"eedom, we have' followed that assertion by 
erecting martial law, and a perpetual dictator for ever. What 
objection can possibly be started in taking away from thE;. 
public mind that source of jealousy which 'must arise from 
placing the army in the hands of this perpetual dictator.. It is 
upon English principles that I oppose the mutiny act, be
cause I am certain that tbe bold experiment of making it per
petual will not be attempted by the most de&perate ndvocate 
for prcrogativein that nation. Situated as the Irish now are, 
without a declaration of rights, what can they hope to be 
but the constant prey of unresisted violence, and tbe. dull ob
jects of thanking stupidity. I laugh at the argument that this 
law is the charter of our freedom. Is the 6th of Geo. the First 
to be repealed ?if so, why d~ not the minister come forward 
and declare our rights. No, all is mystery, all is silence; no 
remonstrance has been made to the Sovereign ; no steps have 
been taken in this momentous matter, and every thing is dark 
on a subject of such infinite importance. Besides, the present 
mutiny law is defective~ there is no enacting part, and articles 
of war are become the law of the .Iand, by which there js no 
safety left either to England or Ireland: we have suffered an 
. armed prerogative to issue out of a .claim of right. 

Besides, the power of the purse is given up already by the 
hereditary revenue, that original sin of yOJlI' ancestors which 
visits you from generation to generation. In the year 1751, 
the expences of the army did not come within the produce of 
the hereditary ~evenue: since that period expence has been 
heaped upon expence, and the corrupt extravagance of mini~ 
ters has accumulated expence, instead of adopting a retrench
ment in the national expenditure. . 

The brood that gatI!ers upon the golden wheels ofinfluence, 
the hirelings of prostitutiou, always come forward to oppose 
every measure that can be offered from this quarter for the 
good of the nation: they are ever ready to swell the tide of 
influence, and ever ready to support the nnconstitutional aims 
of a mercenary power. This is a very alarming consideration 
to those that love liberty better than the profits of office j in 
short, we have added the tide of power to the sea of influence, 
and have bid majesty to govern by either. The power of 
the purse -you have long lost; you ~ave now lost the power of 
the sword. The question is, will men prefer a biennial to a 
perpetual mutiny bill? will men lay their hands upon their 
hearts, and decide the question? 
. What avails it that you imagine you are vested with. fuU 
power to make articles of war fOl" the regUlation of your OWQ' . 
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~rmy:· the British minister denies that power; and this act is not 
the act introduced by my hone friend, (Mr. Bushe;) this is 
an act of prerogative, a monstrous act of power, sent here to 
beat doyvn the barI:iers . of the constitution. In framing ar..;. 
ticles of war adapted to the constitution, I am afraid of no
thing but your irresolution, your timidity, and your fears. 
Let me, then, conjure you to speak the language of legisla
tors, -reconceive this act, and make it not merely the child 
of your origination, but of the constitution. . 

Suppose that a company of British merchants should peti
tion an English Parliament to restrain your trade again,and 
that the requisition should be acceded to, what would you do, 
without any resources to support your right? Witbout a 
navy, you could not,resist such a mandate, and every idea of 
copil)g with such tyranny would be in vain, when you have 
resigned the sword. When two-thirds of your revenue are 
granted in perpetuity, the power of Parliament cannot pre
serve the free trade of this kingdom.. Be -assured, that Eng
land will never grant to your meanness what she refuses to 
your virtue. In the infancy of this very act,· why did not the 
advocates of its present form come .forward and propose it a 
perpetual mutiny bill ? No; tbey knew such language would 
ill suit the ears of Parliament, as it then stood disposed in the 
public service., - . 

If you are competent to regulate your commerce, why not 
. competent to regulate your own army? Commissioners 
have been sent to America, to offer a branch of the British 
empire, in arms against tIle parent state, _ unconditional 

-terms to tax themselves and regulate their oWn. army. Two 
of the commissioners have been sent over to govern this king
dom. Will His Excellency, or the Right Honorable Gentle
man his Secretary, say, that Ireland is not entitled to tbe 
terms offered to America? that tbe loyal and affectionate 
sister -of England is not entitled to the indulgence held out to 

-the enemy of England -to the ally of France?·· It is im
. possible. "I therefore move, "That leave be given to bring 
-in heads of a bill to explain, amend, -and limit an Bct, entt
'tIed an Act for the better accommodation and regulation of 
His Majesty's army in this kingdom." 

The motion was supported by Mr. Flood, Mr. Forbes. Mr. J. 
Corry, Mr. G. P. Bushe. Mr. Ogle. Mr. Daly. Mr. MOS8om. Mr. 
Hussey Burgh, Mr. Yelverton, and Mr. Fitzgibbon: they main
tained. that the mutiny bill was contrary to the principles"of the 
constitution; and, . in the present instance" was an attack 00 tbe 
dignity of Parliament. and on the independence of' ,the Dation. It 
was opposed by Sir H. Langrisbe, Mr. Gardiner. Serjeant Carle-
00, Mr. Jephson, Mr. Eden, the Provost, Serjeant Fitzgerald. 
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Mr. Foster, ad M~.Toler: they stated, tbat the mutiny law had 
subsisted for 88 years, and was not, in tbe present instance, more 

. detrimental to tbe constitution than it had been hitherto; it was 
not an attack upon the freedom of the nation, and, whether per .. 
petual or biennial, occasioned no difference. 

The House divided, for the motion 77, against it ISS; Majority 
against Mr. Grattan's motion,56. . 

Tellers for the Ayes, Mr. Grattan and Mr. Denis Daly. 
for the Noes, Mr. Gardiner and Mr. Jephson. 

A List of Members wbo voted for leave to bring in the Heada of 
a Bill to repeal the· Perpetual Clause in the Mutiny Bill. 

Alexander, James 
Alexander, Robert 
Bogenall, Beauchamp 

- Bernard, Francis 
Bernard, James 
Blennerhasset, Arthur 
Bolton, Cornelius . 
Bradstreet, Sir Samuel, BarL 
Brooke, Henry Vaughan 
Brownlow, Rt. Hon. Wm •. 
Burgh~ Rt. Hon. Walter Hussey 

. Bushe, Gervase Parker 
Cary, Rt. Hon. Edward 
Carew, Robert Shapland 
Chapman, Benjamin 
ChrIstmas, William 
Cobbe, Thomas 
Colclough, Sir Vesey, Bart. 
Conyngham, William 
Cooper, Right Hon. Joshua 
Creighton, Hon. Abraham 
Crofton, Edward 
Crosbie, Arthur 
Daly, Denis 
Daly, Anthony 
Deane, Joseph 
Delvin, Lord . 
Dillon, Robert 
Fitz"aerald, Edward 
Fitzgibbon, John 
Finlay, John . 
Flood, Right Hon. Henry 
Forbes, John 
Ford, Robert 
Fortick, William 
Grattan; Henry 
Godley, John 
Harman, Laurence Harman 
Harstonge, Sir Henry, Bart. 

Johnston, Sir R. Bart. 
Kingsman, William Long 
Kingsborough, Lord . 
Latouche, David 
Lloyd, John . 
Lowther, Gorges 
Lindsey, Robert 
Maunsell, Thomas 
Maxwell, HOD. J. J. Bart. 
Metge, Peter 
Monsell. W. T. 
Mossom, Eland . . 
Molyneaux, Sir Capel, Bart. 
Montgomery, George 
Montgomery, Alex. Monaghan 
Montgomery, Nathaniel . 
.Newenham, Sir Edward, Knt. 
Neville, Richard 
O'Brien, Sir Lucius, Bart. 
Ogle, William Meade 
0KI!,> George 
O'Ha."B, Charles 
Parsons, Sir William, Bart. 
Prittie, Henry 
Ram,AndreW 
Rowley, Clotworthy 
Rowley, Hercules Langford. 
Singleton, Sydenham . 
Stewart, Sir Annesley, Bart. 
St. George, Sir Richard, Bart. 
Stuart, James 
Stratford, HoD. Benj. O'Neal 
Stratford, Hon. John 
Walsh, David . 
Ward, Hon. Edward 
Ward, Hon. Robert 
Warburton, John 
Yelverton, Barry 
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List of Members who voted against leave to bring ill the Heads of 
. Ii Bill to repeal the perpetual Clause in the Mutiny Bill. 
.6.dderley, Thomas. 
Allen, Han. Richard 
Anneslcy, Right Hon. Richard 
Aylmer, Sir: Fitzgerald, Bart. 
Bailie, James 
Beresford, Right Hon. John 
Birch, Robert 
Blaquiere, Right Hon. Sir John 
Blakeney, John . 
Blakeney, William. 
Blakeney, Theophilus 
Browne, Hon. James 
Browne, Hon. George 
Browne, Sir John,Bart. 
Brooke, Rt. Hon. Sir A. 
Burton, William 
Burke, Hon. John 
Burgh, T. Chapelizod 
Burgh, T. Old Town 
Caldwell, Andrew 
Cane, Lieut.-col. Hugh 
Carleton, HUllh 
Cavendish, RIght lion. Sir 11. Bart. 
Caulfield, William 
Chapman, William 
Chatterton, James 
Clements, Robert 
Clements, Right Hon. H. T. 
Conyngham, Right Hon. W. 
Cope, Henry 
Corry, Isaac 
Copinger, Maurice 
Colville, William 
Coote, Charles Henry 
Crookshank, Alexander 
Cromie, Sir Michael, Bar£ 
Cuningham, Lieut.-gen. R. 
Cuft"e, Jamel 
Dawson, Arthur 
Digby, Simon 
Dillon, John . 
Eden, Right lion. William 
English, William Alexander 
Fitzgerald, Jame. 
Fitzgerald, Robert 
Foster, Right Hon. John 
Foster, John Thomas 
Flood, John· 
Flood, Warden 
Gamble, Robert 
Gardiner, Luke 
Gleadowe, Edward 
Greene, Godfrey 
Hamil Lan, Sackville 

Hamilton, George 
Hamilton, Sir T. S. Bart. 
Hill, Sir Hugh, Bart. 
Holmes, Peter 
Hoare, Joseph 
Handcock, William 
Handcock, John 
Hutchinson, Richard He1y 
Hutchinson, Right Hon. J. H. 
Hutchinson, John H. 
Howard, Robert 
Hunt, Edward 
JacksQn, Rt. Hon. Richard 
Jephson, Anthon, 
Jephson, Denham 
Jephson, Robert 
Jones, Rt. Hon. TheophiIuI 
King, Charles 
King, Edward 
Knox, Thomas· 
Knox,John 
Lambert, Charles 
Langrishe, Sir Hercules, Bart. 
Lawless, Sir Nicholas, Bart. 
Leigh,John 
Longfield, Mounteford 
Longfield, Richard 
LoftuI, Henry 

. Loftus, Thomas 
Lysaght, Nichola. 
Mason, John Monk 
Mathew, Francis 
May, Sir James, Bait. 
Meredyth, Henry 
Moore, John 
Morris,Lodge 
Musgrave, Richard 
Nesbitt, Thomas 
O'Callaghan, Corneliu. 
Ogilvie, William 
Osborne, Right Hon. Sir Wm. Bart. 
Osborne, Thomas 
Parnell, John 
Pennefather, Ricbard 
Pigott, Lieut.-eol. Tbomu 
Pomeroy, Arthur 
Pomeroy, Henry 
Ponsonby, James Carrique 
Ponsonby, George 
Pratt, Jamea 
Rawson, George 
Reilly, John . 
Richards, Fitzherbert 
Roche, Sir Boyle, Bart. 
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Ross, Robert 
Scott, Rt. Hon. John 
Sheridan, Charles Francis 
Skeffington, Hon. Chichester 
Skeffington, Hon. Henry 
Smyth, Sir Skeffington, Bart. 
Southwell, Hon. H. R. 
Somerville, James 
Stopford, Hon. CoL E. 
St. Leger, Hon. Hayes 
St. Leger, !fon. Richard 
Swan,Ed. B. 
Tighe, Robert 
Tighe, Edward 

Tonson, William 
Tottenham, Charles 
Tottenham. Charles 
Tottenham. Charlel! 
TouenhmD.Ponsonby 
Toler,John 
Townsend, Richard 
Trant, Dominick· 
Tunnadine. John 
Tydd,John 
Uniacke, James 
tIniacke, Robert 
Wood, AtLiwell 
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RETRENCHMENT-EXPENCES OF THE NATION. 

MR. GRATTA.N MOYES I'OR A COMMITTEE TO ENQUIRE INTO THB 
STATE OJ" THE PUBLIC EXPENCES. . 

December'T~ 1781. 

MR. GRATTAN .rose to make his promised motion.-
I will confine myself to a very few quantities, calculation 

is a dull subject: you have been often deceived by it; heavy 
in itself, iii must be so particularly to you; who always find in 
the end, that the balance is against you; however, I entreat 
that you will not pay an idle attention to a subject necessary 
for your Consideration, though painful to your patience. 

The increase of the national debt is enormous, and minis
ters make a daily progress therein with the greatest indif
ference as to its ill consequences; the eventual succession of 
every new minister who came into the house, gave them a 
promise of retrenchment, but instead of that, they find a still. 
increasing debt under the deceitful idea of ordinary expences. 

Your debt, including annuities, is 2,667,600L: of this debt, 
iu the lastfourteen years, you have borrowed above 1,900,0001., 
- in the last eight years, ,above 1,500,0001., and in the last two 
years,' 910,0001. I state not only the fact of your debt, but 
the progress of your accumulation, to shew the rapid mor
tality of your distemper; the accelerated velocity witp which 
you advance to ruin; and if the question stood ,alone on this 
ground, it would stand firm, for I must further observe, that 
this enormous debt is the debt of the peace establishment, 

. not accumulated by directing the artillery of your arms against 
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a foreign enemy, but by directing the artillery of your treasury 
against your constitution - it is a debt of patronage and 
prostitution. . . . 
. The next quantity I shall consider is the growth of your 
expences for the last fourteen years: I will consider all your . 
. expences, tl1atyou may see. the whole of your situation; I 
will consider. the expences of collecting the revenue, of 
bounties, of establishments, of extraordinary charges, and the 
interest of the public d,ebt; and I say, on a compa'rative view 
of expences of two years ending lady-day, 1781, the increase 
in the latter was above 550,0001.; a sum .astonishing, when 
you consider your real situation, and the proportion it bears 
.to your wants; if you consider that the whole biennial 
revenue and estate of the nation is not 2,000,0001., and that· 
the whole additional supply is not 520,0001.; so that the mere 
encrease of national expence in the course of fourteen years, 
has exceeded one-fourth of the nation's estate, and the whole 
of her additional duties. Let the Right Honourable Gentle
man high in office, . who, calls: these expences ordinary 
expences, who calls the supplying them by new loans, the 
ordinary supply, justify this enormous en crease ; let him de
clare to what use this money ha_s been appropriated; let him 
prove that the scale of the expence of government was too s~all 
in 1767; let him shew what exertions we have made by kes 
, or land; let him produce some nobler monument, than secre
taries provided for by Ireland, or than their :creatures satiated 
by Ireland, or their supporters paid by Ireland, to justify 
this rapid accumulation •. I can produce the record of Par
liament to prove that in I 767, you thought your expences too 
grear, for you refused the first proposition for an augmen
tation in-1767, and gave as a reason, that· you were then· 
overburthened; and in 1769, you' complied with a second 
application upon a promise of reduction, which promise was 
"broken; and in 1771, you resolved, that the· then expences 
of government ought greatly to be retrenched, though incom-

· parably less than at present. . . 
· I have considered the growth of your expences: I will next 
· consider the growth of your revenues •. You made, since 1767, 
two efforts to raise them; one in 1773, when you granted in 
new taxes about 180,0001., -and another in the last session, 
when you granted what was estimated at near 800,0001.· for 
the two years; but in our experience, it has produced some-
thing less than 50,0001. . 

. The revenues of the two years euding 1781, including 
. loan duties, and aided by new taxes, have produced 1,908,0001.; 
. in the two years ending 176.7, without new taxes, the 
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revenues, includin~ the loan, produce ] ,846,0001. Increase 
of revenue in the two years ending 1781, 60,0001. 'Increase 
of expences £50,0001. A sad disproportion this; the cause of 
it is obvious: while the House was adding tax upon tax, the 
minister was increasing place 'Upon place, and pension upon 

'pension. I can compare it to nothing else but that story of 
the Romans, who, in the very infancy of the republic being 
disturbed by a banditti, paid them a sum of money to go 
away; but shortly after, they found ,themselves surrounded by 
another banditti, who had heard the former transaction, and 
in consequence demuvded, a similar sum or money. We are 
governed by a succession of' ministers, who have no interest 
iii·' this country, but that of raising themselves from, those 
difficulties to which they reduce the King and kingdom. ~ 
know'not how it is; but at first we are charmed with ,them; 
every thing yields to the new seduction; we admire their 
affected consequence 'and their polite effrontel"y: they find in 
the private indulgence of tbe gentlemen of the country, public 
support; ,the nation becOmes implicit, and from a course of 
bad and profuse policy, is periodically convulsed: we were so 
iii 1779, and from distress, the effect of our bad policy, be
camefor that time virtuous: the ministers felt that the countI"Y 
wimted' a free irade;- she wanted every thing; and they 
were obliged to adopt a system of reform: its good effects 
were quickly visible, and the nation experienced a 'benefit. 
I speak of the session of 1 '179, with diffidence, because I had 
some share in its proceedings; I shall, therefore, only give it 
negative praise. I will say of ~he early part of that. session, 
that no man then talked of the public with contempt, nor of 
liberty as a matter of speculation; nor did gentlemen of 
property affect to join government in the' putting a negative 
on aU constitutional questions. The secretary at that. time 
left Parliament to it~elt; and the people to themselves; he did 
not (though he could not be caUed a man of literary abilities) 
pension a press to write against the liberty of the subject; he 
did not connect himself with the libellers of the constitution; 
nor, was he himself a traducer of men whom he could neither 
corrupt nor answer; nor did he take into his venial hand it 
lifeless pen to propagate the poison of prostituted principles: 
but such times are over i weare now more aristocratic and 

. abject;'and we argue on public subjects, as we did before the 
freedom of our trade, with the same' confidence and indif~ 
ference. ' 

: I have stated the growth of your expence and of your 
I'evenues., I will state tlie excess of the latter; it is 484,0001. 
in the two last years.' How,will you supply such a deficiency? 
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Not by borrowing se~sion after session on 'otteries and Joans, 
nor by adding to your taxes, for then you must nearly double 
your additional duties, which are little more than the deficiency; 
nor can you wait until the increase of population and manu
factures, which certainly will increase, but will not increase 
with a rapidity sufficient to supply the biennial deficiency of 
484,0001. ' 

It was said in K· former debate, that we were adequate to 
our present expence, and we were taught to believe, that the 
ability of the nation had, in the last year, greatly increased. 
I deny the fact. On examining the exports of the manu
factures of cotton, woollen, and linen, we shall find the ex
ports of the two former have been next to nothing, and the 
exports of the latter greatly declined: and on examining the 
import of cotton and woollen, we find the increase prodigious. 
The exportatiol! of linen had last year fallen back 800,0001., 
and a balance of upwards of 200,0001. had come against the 
country in the importation of woollens: and on the whole, I 
do say, that the year 1781 was above half a million in these 
very articles less in your favour than in the year 1780, so 
much better was the non-consumption agreement than the 
free trade hitherto has been. The gentlemen, and particu
larly one Right Honourable Gentleman, has misstated our 
state of commerce,. but he has been much more inaccurate in 
the state of our revenue; for I remember, in the last session, 
he stated the new taxes as adequate to produce 260,0001. in 
the t~o years, but in the experiment they have not· produced 
50,0001. He stated the new t&1x on sugars at 55,0001. a-year, 
which tax has not produced more than 20,0001. He stated 
the tax on wine at double the produce. He stated the old 
rev~nues at 100,0001. a-year more than the produce. He 
stated a saving under the heads of pensions and of. -exceedings, 
and also a .new revenue by the establishment of a post-office 
under our own law, this promised saving, and this post-office 
would have amounted to 90,0001., which is a greater pro
duce than all his taxes; and to show how apt the most intel
ligent man is to be deceived in a ministerial situation, when 
he speaks on the subjects of revenue, I will state a very 
remarkable transaction which relates to the Right Honourable 
Gentleman in Lord Buckingham's administration in 1'177. A. 
motion was made to resolve" that in every session of the pre
sent reign we had added to the public debt;" the Right Ho
nourable Gentleman voted for the resolution, and gave this 
reason, "that Lord Buckingham'. administration should be 
contrasted with his predecessors who had added to the public 
debt," inasmuch as, under Lord Buckingham, the practise of 
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an accumulating debt was to cease: but in the ensuing March, 
we borrowe<l300,oool." 'and in the next session 610,0001. I 
state these things, not to reflect on the Right Honourable 
Member, but to shew the fallibility on the subjects of trade 
and revenue. 

I have stated' vour' expenceS as exceeding your income 
484,0001., and as having increased in fourteen years above 
half a million. As to the application of your money, 1 am 
ashamed to state iti let tlle minister defend it,-let the mi. 
nister explain that system of prodigality that has sapped the 
independence, and destroyed the liberties of a free people. In 
the heyday of free trade, administration promised retrench
ment, but when -that passed, retrenchment was heard of no 
more, nor was any economy adopted. The men who op
posed the constitution of the country think tllemselves entitled 
to the spoils. Let the minister defend the scandal of giving 
pensions dire~tly or indirectly to the first of the nobility, with 
as little honour to those who receive as to the King who gives: 
.Jet him defend the minute corruptioo; which, in small bribes 
and annuities, leaves honourable gentlemen poor, while it 
makes them dependent. When you go into the committee, 
you will find. abundance of matter; the biennial charge of bar
racks, equal to the lodging-money of the army; and yon will 
find the resident army not more than 9000, though stated at 
some thousands more; you will find waste as well as corrup
tion; .you will find the mere expence of furnishing the castle 
ridiculously extravagant: but I should be ashamed to enter 
minutely into these items; let a committee be appointed. 

In the year 1778, the streets, like the treasury, -swarmed 
with beggars; the virtue and the resolute spirit of Parliament 
gave birth to industry and revived manufactures; but since that 
time, there has been as extraordinary a transition, and we may 
almost ask .. what political or chymical schelQe can revive the 
spirit of the constitution. The speech from the throne, and 
the words of the minister have netted us into confidence:' no 
extraordinary demalids are to be made; the exigencies' of the 
·state are alone to be provided for, and yet the same excess is 
continued without an idea of retrenchment, at the time that 
the trade of the kingdom is evidently on the decline. I shall 
only ask, if this cali be called tbe highest pitch of national 
'prosperity, or whether it is not the dire<ft means of driving tbe 
.people into the same situation, that in 1779 compelled us' to_ 
demand a free trade? and though it is granted, yet the ma
nufactures· are. in so poor a state that the nation must support 
,them, - not they the nation: . like the unbappy Roman, who 
'drew nourishment from his own daughter; government wished 
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ta dra,! support from th~ free trade,. and have not prudence 
to wait until it has grown to matudty. I confess that the seed' 
ofa free trade is sown, and rejoice that the Portugal business, 
is happily . terminated ; but I desire to know, if ministers are 
acquainted with any progress that can ripen and bring to ma
turity the fruits of this trade, without waiting .the operation. of 
time; and if not, whether anticipating the provision of their 
dependence, and waiting afterwards in hopes. of happiness that 
has passed away, is not a vain expectation, like the Jews wait-' 
ing for the coming of the Messiah? Mr. Grattan adverted to 
the venality, and expence, and enormity of the military depart
ments, the barrack, staff, and ordnllnce; the greatness of the 
civil establishment, sinecures, and pensions, and the prodigal 
expence of collecting the revenue. He then adverted to the 
late administ.ration, and the promise of Sir Richard Heron 
not to add or supply a pension, which promise. had been 
broken. He addressed himself to the present administration, 
to warn them aaainst expensive measures, and fmm falsely 

. estimating the :iliilities of the nation: he inveighed against 
public profusion and expence, and concluded by moving, 
" that a committee be appointed to enquire into the state of 
the publIc expences, and the best means' of retrenching' the 
~~ '. . 

The motion was supported by Mr. Martin, Mr. Brownlow, Mr. 
Ogle, Mr. Forbes,Mr. Flood, Mr. Dillon, Sir Lucius o.'Brien, 
and Sir Nicholas Lawless: their chief arguments were, that the 
expences of government were under no restraint whatever, the 
pensions had doubled since 1757, when at that period they ex
ceeded the whole of the civil establishment, and had been voted 
by the House to be a grievance,· though at the period when the 
Lord Lieutenant told the people that government could not defend 
them, and that they must defend themselves. The country was 
paying for an army of near a,ooo men: they had just .voted. an 
address to His Majesty tendering their support; and how could 
they support England unless. some mode of retrenchment was. 
adopted. . 

The motion. was opposed by Mr. Foster, Sir H. Langrishe, 
Mr. R. H. Hutchison, Sir H. Cavendish, and Mr. Eden. They 
stated that there had been a decrease in the expences of the coun
try of late years, ill particular in. the military department; that 
since 1778 the establishment had been relieved of a great number 
of troops; tbat the revenues were not applied for the personal use 
of the sovereign; they had not been so applied within the last 
century. Edward the Third had got 80,0001. a-year from Ireland; 
Charles the First from· 40 to 50,0001. a-year; and Charles the Second 

. had drawn very large sums from this country; that none had been 
drawn since; so that on.this head there coul~ be no compl~int. 
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That lately the. country had received ~reat benefits: the abolition 
of privy council money bills, octennial Parliaments: and free trade. 
were great objects to have obtllined. and this motion, argued a 
distrust of government. , , ' " 

"The House divi~ed, on Mr. Grattan's • ,motion. Ayes 65,' 
Noes 143; Majority against the motion' 8S. , 

Tellers for the' Ayes, Mr. Grattan and Mr. George Ogle.. . 
for the Noes. Sergeant Fitzg~raldarid Mr. St. George: 

MONEY BILLS. 

December 22.1781: 

. -
SPEECH OF THE RIGHT HONOURABLE- EDMUND SEXTON PERRY, 

SPEAKER 'OF THE HOUSE 'OF COMMONS, AT THE BAR OF 'THE 
,HOUSE OF LORDS," ON THE .22ND ,OF DECEMBER, 1781, ON 
DELIVERING THE THREE MONEY BILLS, 

.. May it please your Excellency, , ..-
',<Tho,ugh no material change in the circn.mstances of this king

dom has taken 'place since tbe conclusion of the last session, it 
ought to be, nnd l am persuaded it is, a sl!bject of general satis
fa.ction to reflect, thl\t amidst. the horrors of war it: has shared 
none of its calamities; that the public' tranquillity Jlas been pre
served within, and that the dangers with which it was thre'atened 
from without, have been avel'ted by His Majesty's paternal' care, 
by your Excellency's vigilance 'and judicious conduct. andby the 

,voluntary and virtuous exertions' of its own Joyal and brave inha
bitants Ulor is the future prospect, less pleasing than the view'of 
what is past. Several attempts have, been lately made; and with 
some success, to establish' in this kingdom new manufactures, to 
revive and improve' the- old, 'and to' extend its commetce: The 
Jow,er orders of the people' are 'recovering from 'their former .in
~olence, and ignorance: and'the spirit of enterprize, and of in
dustry, .:.... tJtegreat spring of national happiness, begins to diffuse 
itself, through the nation. , 
- .. " .From' these dispositions in the people; and the generous en
couragement given to every' useful undertaking by those of higher 
condition, it seems hot too much confidence to hope, that the time 

,is,not far. distant wheri 'this kingdom will ~merge froni that state of 
inaction and languor' into which it was sunk; and that it will as
sumethat rank in the empire which l,Jelongsto it, and become' 
one of its principal pillars. The Commons, sensible of the bene
Jits they enjoy under your Excellency'S just and wise,administra
tion, have, with unusual dispa~chr granted all the supplies which 
,were: required, and have also made provision for the discharge of 
.'!In;arr~arof300,QOOI; incurred,since the last session; and though 
they,have not imposed on the IQbjectany new or additi9nal tax, 

" 'VOL:I~"" ' , H' , , 
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excl!Et 'for the purposes of regulation, they are not withou t hopes 
that the 'revenue will hereafter prove adequate to tbe public ser
vice; and'that the augmentation made by such regulation, and 
the'reformation already commenced in the collection aud manage
ment of 'i~, will prevent anyf~ture deficiency." 

ROMAN CATHOLIC BILL. 

MR. GARDINER MOVE I TO INTRODUCE A BILL FOR TilE RELIEIi' 
OF THE ROMAN CATHOLICS. 

De&emfJer 25.1781. 

'MR.GARDINEithad~ on a former day, given notice that he 
meant to bring in a bill for the relief of the Roman Catholics. 

He now stated that it was his intention to have it printed at his 
own expense, and delivered to the members, but that he would 
.not 'bring' it in till after the recess. Mr. Montgomery 'was oC 
'opinion that some of the laws against the Roman Catholics were 
.& disgrace to the statute-book ; and he thought it would be ad
'visable'to go into a committee in ~rder to judge what laws ought 
. to be '.repealed and what retained.' : 

'. Mr. GRATTAN said, I rise only to observe, that it is granted 
'on 'olhides that 'some indulgellce shall be conceded to the 
Romah 'Catholics; 'the only difficulty. is how that indulg

'ence shall' be' conceded; for my part, I wish the House to 
do'it handsomely; 'for the merits and the sufferings of the 

.'Roman 'Catholics claim it from us; we,are not to judge of 

.them, b! their creed - their actions shew. that' they depart 
fl'8m it, 01' that they ao not carty its principles into life. The 

'-'good dispositiQn of human 'nature and the huny of human 
affairs, leave no time 'to enter into disquisitions concerning 

'!nystetious points of doctrine; and as 'l'eligious controversy is 
lheld in 'contempt,' so the rancour of bigotry is despised ;'a 
pMIQsophic dispositio'n seems : to pervade' every country, and 

. here it should be cultivated. The Roman Catholics had not 
beensl1Pposed attachecl to the constitution, and with goOd 
reason, because they were known not to· enjoy its benefits: yet 
that Roman Catholics may be attached to a constitution lhey 
can enjoy, is' obvious; for it was Catholics thet wrested Magna 

'Charta from King John; and there were two late very trying 
(occasions on which they behaved with great propriety. One 
'\VaS;wh~·thecountry'was ·threatened with an' invasion ; the 
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'other whcn, in the last session, such very great exertions wer~ 
'made to recover our free t.rade and constitution, their be':' 
h~viour was til en in, the highest. degree praiseworthy: ,tIJey 
did not catch the opportunity to make terms, but liberally and 
uncOliditionally joined with their Pt:0testant fellow subjectS in 
every effort to scrve their country: by this, and by n conti:.. 
nual course Qf good behavio\lr, they have merifEld the'fav;ou\' 
of Pal'liament; but this favour ought, to be granted with SQipe 
regard to the prejudices of Protcstants; for even Protestants 
(I speak ,with respect and revercnce of the faith which I'pos~ 
sess) 'have their prejudices. . . 

With sOllle regal'd,to the prejudices of Presbyterians, Par-' 
liament j!lhould endeavour to make the indulgence agl'eeable 
.to every party, and beneficial not only to the Catholic, but to 

,the nation i it should' be the business of Parliament to unite 
every denomination of h-ishmen in brotherly affection :md 
.rcgard to the constitutioil. . It ,has been well 'observed by" 
gentleman of first·rate understanding, a member of the Britisb 
'parliament, that this country could never 'prosper till its in:.. 
habitants wel'C A PEOPLE: and thougl1 the assertion may seerjl 
strange, that thl'ee millions of inhabitants in. this island ca.",'; 
not be called a people, yet the truth is so, and will s~ co~tinue 
till the wisdom of Parliament shall unite them all by the 
bands of social affection; then, and not till then, the country 
may hope t~ prosper., . 

FeoruarylS. 1782. 

On the order of the day for going into a committee for the b~\l 
being called for, Mr. Fitzgibbon said. that the first clause ap. 
peared to him to be a repeal of the Act of Settlement, the Act of 
Forfeiture, and the Act of Re-assumption, and wished for delay, 
in order that these points might be examined. This objection 
coming from legal authority, excited no small degree of surprise 
and alarm. . 

Mr. GilATTAN then said,' If the bill is incomplete" it is no' 
cause for not going into a committee, - .it is the very ca~s~ tha~ 
refi(~ers a committee necessary; but If we ,never go Into a 
committee till we are aU agreed as to the merits of the hi!), 

: we shall never. go into one at all: the committee is the place 
lor reo;lOving ,any impr9priety that may be in ilie bijI, an,d . 
mnking.it p~rfectly agreea!>le; not that 1 see any cause f<?~ 
the appr~hensiohs enfertamed by the .hono?rable gentle
man, but,. if they bave force, the cqmmlttee IS, the place ~o 

• consider t4em.The . bill has ~et, with' grea(delay audjriter
ruption; and .I think it trifling, first, .to.,;agree. to, go into a 
committee upon the whole'ofi~ and then to object to:acom-
.' H 2' ... 
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mittee,because it is' said 'ther~ is some defect in a particuiar, 
clause; but the objections made .to this clause are very ill 
founded: ·the clause declares; that, no person'shall be deemed 
a Papist within the meaning of any act hitherto made, ,who 
shall take the oaths presca'ibed. Now, as it is not likely that 
any personwhoJorfeited under Charles II. shall take an oath 
to George III., there is no great fear of any disturbance 
t<p the present possessors from, that quarter. The sweeping 
clause, then; Sir, (as the honoua:able gentleman calls it,) is not 
a clause from which dispute can arise: it is a clause of union 
land, incorporation; it says, " Countrymen, that have bet'n so 
long 'separated from us, we hold out our hands to you; we 
are willing to become one people; we are willing to grant you 
every privilege compatible with the constitution." It is much, 
better for us to incorporate than disunite, then why should 
w,e give as if we feared our own generosity: let us grant 
with unauimity, and it will be received wath gratitude. We 
are not going to repeal franchises of our own, but pains aud 
penalties affecting our cQuntrymen. And will you tell the Ca
tholics that you are afa'aid of taking, away pains and pe
-nalties? that you are afraid to make such provisions as will 
not insult their faith, or inflict pains and penalties on their 
persons? 

Fehruar!JlS. 1782 • 
.on this day the House went into the, committee on the Roman 

Catholic Relief Bfll. Mr. Gardiner stated, thut the bill had been 
carefully examined by the ablest legal authorities, and that Mr. 
Fitzgibbon's oojections to the clause were considered as having no 

'foundation whatever. 

Mr. GRA1'1'AN said, ·1 approve of the clause, not only on 
account of the Roman Catholics, whom I love; but on account 
of the Protestants, whom I also love, and whose interest and 
prosperity I wish to, promote. I agree in the propriety 'of the 

• clause, because I would not have a vestige of pain or penalty 
,remaining against our 10yalfeUo\'l-subjects; and if gentlemen 
should even oppose this clause now, yet the time will come 

, when, the necessity of it will be apparent. We all agree in 
the expediency of granting to the Roman Catholics property; 
and we agree in granti.lg to them a right of acting freely in 
religious matters; and yet we say to the Roman Catholics, "be 

-ignorant, - be bigots;" for, while we prevent them receiving 
a Jibe,ral education at, home, we not only 'say this, but enforce 

, the command with our utmost p~wer: we deny them educa
, tion, and yet we wish them to be liberal, and we wish them to 
-be learned '; which, if the laws were executed against them, 
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they.canonly .. be lh~ugh divine inspiration, because they are 
· deprIved of every human means. 

FelJrutn'!J 20 •. 1'182. 

, On, this day tIle Ho~se went into a committee on' tbe biIJ, 
when the privileges proposed to be restored to' the ltoman Catho
lics were gone into at length.: they went. Ist. to the enjoyment 
of ,-,roperty; 2dly. t~e free exercise of tlM:ir ~Iigion; 8rdly, .eslu
catIOn; 4thly, marriage; 5thlr,' self-defence. The first amend~ 
ment moved was, That Cathohcs should be, empowered' to take, 
purchase, hold,· and inherit estates in fee simple: this clause was 
opposed by. Mr. Rowler, Mr •. St. George. and Mr. Wynn; it WaS 
supported by Mr. Dems Daly. Sir Hercules Langrisbe. and Mr~ 
Flood. who said. that althougb the Catbolics sbQuldbe alloWed 
to purchase lands. they should not be allow~d to possess any power 

· in the state; that the House should distinguish between the rights 
of property and the rights of power; .. though I would extend 
toleration tO,the Roman Catholics, yetI would not wish to make 
a cbange in tbe state. or enfeeble the government .... 

" 

Mr. GR.\'l.'TAN said, I object to any delay which can be 
given to this dause. We have already considered the subject 
.on a larger scale, and this is but a part of what the' clause 
'originally coutained. We have before us the exnmpte of 
England, who, four year& ago, granted Cntholics a right of 
~ing land in fee. The question is merely, whether we shall 
give this right or not;, and if.we give it, ",hether it shall 00 
accompanied by all its natural advantag~ ,Three years ago, 
'wh~n this question was :debatedil~ this House, there was a 
'majority of three BoO'!linst. granting Catholics. estates in fee. 
and they were only allowed to take leases for 999 years. Tlie 
.argument tIlen used Borrainst granting them the fee was, that 
they' might mOuence electors. It has this day been shewn, 
that they may have as effectual an influence by possessing 
leases of 999 years as they can have by' possessi!lg 'the fee. 
At tbat time we might have been somewhat prejudiced against 
granting Ro~an Catholics estates in fee; but their conduct 
since that period should fully convince us of their true attach
ment to their country. When this country had resolved no 
Jonger,to crouch beneath the burden of oppression that Eng
Jand had laid upon her, when she armed in defence of her 
rights, and a high-spirited people demanded a free trade, did the 
Roman Catholics desert their countrymen? No; they were 
found among the foremost. 'Vben it was afterwards thought 
necessary to assert a free. constitution, the Roman Catholics 

t displayed their public virtue; they did 1I0t endeavou~ to take 
advantage of your situation; they did not endeavour to make 

· , . H:} 
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ierinsfor themselves, but they entered frankly and heartily 
into the cause of their country, judging' by their own virtue 
tha~ they mig~t depend upon your generosity for their re
ward: but now, after you have obtained a free trade, after 
the voiee of the nation has asserted her independence, they 
approach this House as h~mble suppliants, and beg to be ad. 
mitted to the common rights of men. Upon the ocCasions I 
hav~ . mentioned, I did carefully observe their actions, and 
(lid then determine to support their cause whenever it came 
before' this House, and to bear a strong testimony of the con· 
stitutional principles of the Catholic body. Nor- should it be 
:pJcntioned as a: reproach 'to them, that they fought under 
the banner of King James, when we re(,!ollect that before they 
entered the field, they extorted, from him a magna charta, a 
British constitution. , 

.In the reign of Cha:l'les the Second, a committee, consisting 
of Papists, frotestants, and Presbyterians, were sent from 
this country to' prosecute Lord Strafford.' We find them per. 
tectIy agreeing in the object of their mission, and, indeed, 
when men begin to differ upon principles of religion, it is be
puse they have no other, great object to engage their atten
tion. We cannot give the people of lI'eland a commonfaitlz, 
bilf'Ye can give them a commoll interest.' , 

In 1779" when the fleets of Bou'rbon hovel"ed OD our coasts, 
,and the Irish natlon roused' herself to arms, did the Roman 
Catholics starid aloof? or did t~ey, as might be expected from 
their ,oppressed situation, offer assistance to the enemy? No; 
they poured in subscriptions for the service of their counl1"Y, 
or they pressed into the ranks 'of her glorious volunteet"s. 

It has been shewn that this clause grants the Roman Ca
tholics no new power in the state. Every argument, there
fore, 'Yhich goes against this clause, goes against their having 
'leases for, 999 years ; every argument which goes against theil" 
having leases of 999 years, goes agaim:t their having leases at 
'all; and every argument which goes against their having pro
perty, goes against their having existence in this "land. 
, , The question is now, whether we shall grant Roman Ca· 
.tholies the power of enjoying estates,-whether we shall be 
,0 Protestant settlement or an Irish nation? whether we shall 
throw opeD the gates of the temple of liberty t~ all our coun· 
trymen, or whether we shall confine the!Jl in bondage by penal 
law~ ?, So long as the penal code remains, we never can be a 
'great nation. The penal code is the ,shell in which the Pra. 
testant power has been hatched, and now it bas become a bird, 

,it must burst the . shell or perish in it. 
• In Holla~d,. where the number of Roman Catholics III 

4 
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comparativeLy,small, the toleration of thei .. .-eligipn is an ~t 
of mercy to them; but in this country, where they fprm' the 
great bulk of the inhabitants, iUs an act of policy. an act of 
necessity, an act of incorporation. The question is not, whe
.ther we shall·, shew mercy to the Roman catholics, but 
whether we shall mould the inhabitants of Ireland into a peo
pie: for so long as we exclude Catholics from natural liberty 
and the common rights of men, -we nre not a people: 'We lIlO,IJ 
triumph over tkern, but other 'I,latfo~ wfll t1:iu,,!-jih over us. If 
you]ove the Roman Catholic, yOII may be sure of a return 
from him; but if yo,u ~reat him wi.th cruelty, you must always 
live in fear, conscious that you 'merit his just resentment. 
Will you thell go down the stream of time, the Roman Ca. 
tholic sitting by your side unblessing and unblessed, blasting 
and blasted? or will you take oft' his chain, that he mny take -
off YOUTS? will you give him freedom, that he may guard your 
·liberty? '. , 

In Ireland, as connected with England, ,the indulgence we 
.wish to give to Catholics can never be inj\lripus to the Ji'ro-
testant religion, ...,... that religion is the religion of the state~~nd 
will become t~e religion of catholics if severity dOeS not pre
.vent them. Bigotry may SW"Oive pel"seC1,ltion, lmt it never cali 
survive tol(!ration. But gentlemen who slleak of the enol"mjt~ 
,committed by .Catholics groaning ur,tder a ~ystem of pena~ lawS, 
do Ilo~ ~ke Into account the enhahtenmgand softelllDg of 
men's minds by tolerlltion, nor do'tlley consider that.as they 
increase ill wealth they will increase 'in learning and politet:Jess. 
, I give my ~nsent to the clause ill its principle, extellt, a~d 
boldlless; I give my con~ent to it as the most likefy means of 
pbtaining a victory oVe1' the prejudices of Catholics, and over 
:oter own ~ I gIve my consent to it, because I would not keep . 
, two millions of my fellow subjects in !I- state of slavery, and 
because, as the mover ofthe declaration qf riglzts, I would be 
ashamed of givingfreedom to but six hundt'ed thousand of my 
countrymen, when I could extend i.t to two millions JPore. 

,The biil was supported by Mr. Yelverton. the, Provost (Mr. 
HUlChinsoQ), Sir' Hercules Langrishe. Mr. Dem, paly, Mr • 
. liussey Burg/1, Sir Boyle Roche, Mr. Bushe, Mr. Ponsonby, Mr. 
Brownlow, and Mr. Walshe. It was mov.ed by Mr. Rowley, that 
the consideration of the heads of the bill be adjourned until the 
23d of October, 1788. The Uouse divided UpOIl the question of 
'adjournment: .Ayes 56, Noes 145; -Majority against the adjourn-· 
ment 89. The clause was carried without a division. This biU 
was subsequently mQdified in its several stages, 8.!Id on th~ diss9-
lution .of the ministry, and accession of the opposition to power, 
.it finally passed into a. law. By it tl\e Rom,an Cath~lics. were, 
.enabh:dto "cq'Jife land by purcha~e, grant, descent, deVISe or 

H 4 ", 
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'otherwise, 'as ,the P~otesta:llts,: they were' restored to the '{l'ee ex
'ercise of thei~'religion ; their horses and private property were no 
Jonger 'exposed to, confiscation, 'certain disabilities lis to' educa~ion 
were removed, ,and after a great lapse of time, they thus recovered 
tbese rights of person, property, ,and, religion. ' . 

ADDRESS TO HIS MAJESTY. 

'DECLARATION' 01" .RIGHT. 

Fe6ruar!J 22. 17~2. 

ON this day Mr. Grattan, in pursuance of the notice which he 
',bad given,' brought, forward his motion for an address to His 
Majesty, declaring'the rights ·of Ireland. (It is to be regretted, 

"tbat the comme,ncement of this speech is wanting.] . 

Sir, Before II:eland goes into her title, let us hear the title 
,of ,Enghmd; for the question is not, whet}ler Il'eland has a 
.right to be free, but whether Great Britain has a right (0 

;enslave her: when the latter country asks, whatl'ight have 
the Irish to make law for themselves? Ireland will not'answer, 
but .demnllds, what right has England to make la,ws for 
Ireland 1-. from nature' she. has none. Nature has' not 
given. any "one nation a right over another. Has, she that 
right from covenant -let her shew the covenant. In what ron 

: do we find it? in what history is it recorded? there is no such 
thing, in legislation.' Ireland, in the reign of Henry the 
,Seventh,gave up her propounding and 'delib~rati~e power: 
;110; it has been construed. Ireland, in the reign . of King 
.,Charles, t!J.e St.'Cond, by granting customs and excise in per
petuity, gave up in a ,degree the pUI'se of the nation, but Ire
Jand Dever gave up her legislation;. there is a covenant most 
certainly -: a covenimt, r~cognised by lawyers, and set forth 
by historians~ but it is a covenant (with Henry the Second) 
'that secures to t~e King the government, and to Ireland tbe 
)a..ys, that is' to say, the liberties of England, in which is in
cluded a,right to Ireland, not to be bound without her dwn' 

·.consent, ,and to have her ,own legi~lative assemblies; -this 
. covenant theD', excludes the. English legjsl~ture: and thus, 
the title of the, King' precludes tbe cfaim ,of th~ Parlia
ment: there is tben, 110 covenant regarding the legislatul'e of 
England, except one, which is against. her: are we then to 
search tor her right in usage? her act lIets f<?rth no such 
title; but Uliagc ill a continuation of precedent excrcitsed from 
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the beginning. and, exerCised "'ithoufopposition'ol' count~r
claim from a people in a condi!icni to oppose; amr whose 
laws on the subject of this right are silent. ' Where is such 
usage? England puts forth two great instances, which she 
denominates laws; the statutum Hibernite is one, the Ordina-

· t;o~es, 17th of Edward l.heFirst, the other: there are'no such 
laws: theseinstrumellts al'e orders of the King, touching 
things to be done. in Irelalld inconsequence of'her iidoption 
of English laws, by her covenant with 'Henry the'Second; 
they are evidence of compact, and the reverse of evidence of 
conquest~ The slaiutum Hibn'n,;te was as follows: the judges 
of Ireland conceiving a doubt regarding inheritances devolved 
on sisters, viz.' whether the, younger shmlld.hold under' the 
cider, and d~ homage to ber, or held under the lord," and 
: do bomage to bim;, the chief justice of Ireland dispatched 
four knights to the King,of England •. to bring 'a:certificate 

· from thence' of the practice there used ; whereon the King 
sent his rescript to inform the chief justice what the law and 
custom was in England: the . rescript concludes, '~that the 
'said custom ·that be used in this case be proclaimed through
out OUI' dominion of Ireland, testemeipso ... .;\Vhat, they call a' 
statute is nothing more than this rescript. The, ,other in
stance is equally erroneou!!. The O1'ditlotio pro 'statu Hiher-
"ia:,was never received as law. The first.article of the ordi
natio prohibits the justices or. others of the King's servants 
to 11Ul'chase land in, Ireland; but that has. been ever ptller
wise, besides, it is no act of parlillmellt, but an ,ordinance of 

·the King'and Privy Council, which. isevidentJC9m. the pre
amble, . and from this. fact, . that Edward held .no padiament 
in England in the year in which that ordinance. was ,made. 

,Thus the two first great precedents. fail, and the pase stum
bles at the outset. England has mistaken order!' of govern-
ment for acts of parliament. , ' . 
, ' ,With diminished authority she then resorts. to certllin of 
· her 'laws" which in the generality of, their expression' cover 
'Ireland, the former instances were. not Jaws, and these Jaws 
are'not precedents; they Bre principally the acts 'of appeals, 
Henry the Eighth; act of first fruits" Henry ,the Eighth; 
act of f.'1culties. Hem'y the Eighth; act of ecclesiastical ju
risdiction, Elizabeth., But ,these' acts ·.were. never put in 

,force in Ireland, nor ,was any attempt made for that pur
I pose ;'on the~ contrary, because they were. not. in force in 
· Ireland. and because theil' power did not. extend to that 
country, it· was necessary that the Parliament of, Ireland 
IIhould pass acts to the .same. purpose, and such acts were 
pa~sed accordingly, and form a precedeut, not for the claim 
of England, but all argument. and precedent ugaiul;t it; for 



106 D.ECLARATJON OF RIGH'!" [Feb. 22. 

the general· words of these statutes bad no ope~ation in 
Ireland, and for no other reason than because the English 
Pal"liament had no jurisdiction: the general terms of her 
acts stood controuled by the limits of her power, and the non.
execution of the acts is a cotemporary evidence against her 
jurisdiction,nnd so was the point decided. The case was 
as follows, the 1st of Elizabeth gave a power to erect a· 
Court of high commission, the general words of the acts 
extended· to Ireland, but no court of high commission was 
. erected there; ·then followed the Irish act of .the 2d of 
Elizabeth; which gave the Queen the same power in Ire-. 
Jand, and a court of high commission was erected accord
ingly; then followed the bill of rights, which put down 
aU such courts: the bill of rights is declaratory, and· its 
t,erms universal. A person was deprived ofltis bishoprick. 
in Ireland, by virtue of a c.ourt of high commission, sitting 
after the bill of rights had passed; and the question was,. 
wbether such English bill acted on Ireland, or repealed 
the Irish act? the j~dges and chancellor of Ireland deter
fnined that it did not: thus it appears, that an English sta-

· tute, however g6J1eral in its terms, does not act on Ireland, 
and for no other reason, but, because the English Parliament 
·ill not her legislature:· she next produces an order of acts 
·which passed in the .reign of the Edward's, and which did 
bind Ireland: but these are not acts of the English Parlia
ment, ,but of the English and Irish Parliament sitting in 
conjunction, that·is to say, with members sent to England to 
represent Ireland: there are· writs extant to that purpose • 
. Now acts that passed conjointly, do not prove that the English 
·Parliament bas a right to pass acts for Ireland separately; 
·they prove the contrary, - they prove that when it wail in
·tended to Dind Ireland, it was necessary.to send for Irish 
representatives; and here again, the instances she quotes 
are authorities against her:. next advances a description of 
English acts, which in the opinion of lawyers, though not 
adopted by Ireland, do bind her: they are acts declaratory 
-of the common law of England, which Ireland by her com
pact with Henry the Second, adopted, and of which slle 

·received the interpretation from time to time from England, 
not as legislative provisions, but as judicial decisions; and 

· these interpretations -obtain," not by the authority of the 
English Parliament or English COUI"ts, but of the· Irish 
asse~bly that passed the compact adopt~ng" those Engl!sh 
Jaws: then is introduced ",nother descrlpLlon of Englll;h 
statutes, wherein Ireland is specially named. The principal are, 
the 4th of Henry the Fifth, relative to Irish servants; the 

· J 5t of HenJ'Y lhe Sixth relative to ecclesiastical benefices; the 
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i 9th of. Helil'y the Seventh,. relative to Perkin W lirbeck's 
confederates; the 8th of Henry the Seventh, regarding tithe ;' 
and the 2d of Henry the Sixth, or the staple act: YOll will 
observe that these are the only ancient precedents set forth, 
that the later instances are practices \\'hich require to be sup
ported by precedents; they are proceedings against a country 
exhausted, they are not in themselves precedcnts; they are not, 
as Vaughan" absurdly suggests, their own precedents; these, I 
Slty, are not precedents,and the aricient precedents are too few 
toamollnt to a usage; besides, it does not appear that they were 
carried into execution," and it does appear they were. denied. 
by Ireland: there "are five protests against their legality; 
there is the Hish act or the loth of Henry the Fourth, de
claring that no law should be of fOl'ce in Ireland until it 
should be confin'ned by the bish Parliament; there is the 
29th of Henry the Sixth, declaring that 110 act should be of 
force in Ireland unless it was confirmed by the Irish ,Par
liament; Yoti know the early rolls of Ireland are lost, but the 
exemplification of these acts were found in the treasury of 
WaterfOl'd, and canllot be questioned, and do exclude ex
pressly the Parliament of England, and settlc the case, even 
though" they stood alone;" add t9 these their wonted claim 
and their protest; thel'e is alsothe act off acuities in the reign 
of Henry the Eighth~ which was as follows: . 

" This your Gmce's realm, recognizing no superior unller 
God but your Grace, bath been, an~ yet is fi'cf} from subjec
tion to any man's laws, but such as have been' devised and 
ordained within this realm, or to such other as, by sufferance 
ofyoUl' Ol'ace and your progenitor~, the people of this realm 
have taken at their free liberty b) th~h' own consent." What 
now becomes of precedent? there is the declaration· of right, 
their cOllnter-c1nim by the House of Commons 1n Ireland, 
declaring that His Majesty'ss~bjects in . Ireland are a free 
people, and to be governed only accotding, to the common 
law of England, ami statutes made 8n(\ es~ablished by Par
liameilt in this kingdom of Ireland, and according to the 
lawful customs used in the same; there is the protest of -the 
lords of Il'eland in 1721, with five instruments of counter
claim-and these,protestatiolls from a people unable to resist. 

The few instances of ancient acts naming Ireland, do not 
amount to a usage, and therefo1'e I submit that England has 
not made out her title by -nature or by contrac~; she has 
made out no title; she bas not put Ireland upon hel' Case: 

"and we might here stop, .but we choose to go on, and we 
"observe, that three of the instruments we have stated among 
"these protests, are acts of parliament; they al'e not evidence 
of the law, but the l~w: the Parliament that dcclm'es the I;\\\', 



108 DECLAllA,!'.ON . OF- HIGH'!'. [Feb.:?:!. 

makes it: and what is,that law? .viz. it declares that no statute 
'has force in' Ireland until co~firmed by the Irish Parliament. 

What now' becomes of; the precedents? supposing that, they, 
were'in point, which they are not; supposing they were nu .. 
merousand amounted t<? a usage: yet pl'eceJent c.annot repeal 
act of parliament; but act, of parliament sets aside pre
cedent: I say, the claim of England is then set. ,aside by 
the authority of Parliament; moreover, you will observe, ~hat' 
the Irish, acts referred to, n!1me1y, the 10th of Henry ,the 
Fourth, and the 29th of Hem'y the Sixth, were before nlos~ 

" of the precedents, quoted, and, one of; the. acts before· any 
usqge is' pretended or could have existed; besides, the ~ommon 
law of, England was introduced into Ireland the 9th of King 
John, -:that is befol'e· any precedent.:- But Parliament, or 
-such '8 legislative assembly, is 8 part of the common law, and 
'two 'parliaments are against the common law" but these pre
cedents cannot set' aside the common law, no more than it 
can 'repeal the statute. 'So that the claim of England is 

. not a title established by usage" and then set aside by Irish 
statute, but an attempt to, overturn existing statutes, acts of 
parliament, by acts of power, and to set up violation in 
the'place pf law. I might stop her('~ but,Ireland is not con
fined ,to the statutes I have mentioned; s~e has other titles 
to her freedom in abundance; and first, she has the original 

'compact· of Henry the Second, with the Irish Princes - giv
ing to Henry'the Crown ~ to the ,Princes their governments, 
and to the .J rish settlers the English laws; the evidence of 
. that compact are, the, two historians Gerald .Cambrensis and 
Mathew' Paris, , the latter ·of whom, was present when it was 

,made: 'the matter of· that compact, was, that Ireland should 
.possess the :laws and customs of England; and this conven
,tion was confirmed by the solemnity of an oath, leges An
glia: ,gratanter accepta: ,et juratoria solemnitate: c01J/irmata:. 

, Olher compa'ctsbetween kings and their people are not to 
be found: the compact of England with William the, First 
does not appear to exist in form" and is f~unded justly, and 
fairly I think, on a principle that the Crown is a commis
sion, ,but the Irish compact .is an historic transaction: And 
what is the compact? the laws of England:. And what were 
the laws of England at that time? the laws of the Coufessor, 
the laws which Magn~ C~arta declared, and among them, the 

,great law of liberty, namely, to b~ bound only by your own 
,assemblies. Then follows the chal'ter, of John, and then 
magna charta, the first of Henry the Thi~d, 1216,' and in 

. this it is ,recited, "the city of Dublin shall have her ancient 
, privileges, and all towns and cities and boroughs their free cus
toms." What liberties? what frce customs 7 ,Was the power 
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ofihe legislature' of another country to'shut up their harbours 
,and stop their commerce, - one of their free customs? ',' The, 
King sh:ill not l!lke" aids but by the consent of the realm:" then 
the British Parliament cannot tilx IreJand.,, Such is the 29th 

.of the great charter, such the'25th of Edward the First, such 
,the 27th,' such the 34th of the same, acts which Ireland 

adopted after the charter; the 29th of thegl'eat' charter 
says, "no freeman shall be taken or disseized ,of his freehold 
or fJ;ee custom, or be outlawed, (banished, 'or destroyed; nor 
:shall the King pass 'upon him but by the lawful judgment of 
his peers and the law of the land."·' 

, Was the authority of 'the English Parliament at this time, 
the time of the charter of Henry the Third, the law of Ire-, 
,land? Where is the law of conquest-now? I !1ppeal to ,the 
guilty spirit ,of 'the . Earl of Strafford, who argued that,the 
word conquest used in' a~ act of, the Irish, Parliament, was a 
legislative provision, enacting the right of conquest, by the_ 
authOl'ity of Parliament. All these acts amount· to this posi-

,tion, that the subject who claims these provisions shall not be 
taxed but by his,own parliament or legislature, nor affected 
in property, life, or lim!?, but by the laws of his own cou~try. 
The British Parliament then cannot punish you; it cannot fine 
you; it cannot tax Ireland; it cannot punish Ireland: then it 
'caRnot legislate for Ireland. You will observe tltanherights 
and privileges above mentioned are not securities' against t~e 

, King' only, they are certain properties annexed by the, laws of 
· these countries to the person of the subject; he is clothed with • 
immunities arid .pl·ivileges: the words are possessive; he is 
protected against royal oppression, aDd he walks the (!onsciolls 

'proprietor of the great charter. Thes'e laws form a condition 
for the subject, irreconcilable to the -law of conquest~ and 
utterly incompatible with what is set up undel~ pretence of that 
law,-the power of the British Parliament over Ireland.' ' 

; There is another act I wish to mention; it is the 34th of 
· Edward the First: "all clerks and laymen shall hovt!. their 
,liberties as when they had them the best." WaS the power of 
the English Parliament, that is, of another country over Us, Qur 

· best laws? was conquest our best law? And do Dot imagine 
that this act is inoperative because general, or that a fioanchise 

· need be penned with the subtiltyof a penal law; indeed, the, 
, Attorney-general of Charles the First thought so, and when 
'he!lrgued against the liberties of the people of, England .at a 
~ conference with the Lords, on the petition of right" said that 
the statutes of the great charter and 'other franchises l{recon

'ceived in general to be expounded, that isto say, to be done 
,. away Dy'precedents ::buthe lived ,to fee1- in his, own impeach-

menl: the vanity'o( th'at :argument,. ,and f()und the la~s' of his . ' 
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country, which he imagincd dcad to her protection; were alive 
to his punisJ,Jment. 

I nave mentioned certain laws and charters in support of 
the freedom of. Ireland; are they the whole? no; there .are 
more of them. namely, all the .laws by which Englarid claims 
her liberty; they were enacted in Ireland by the 10th of 
Henry the Seventh. You will observe, that the petition and· 
declaration of.right were declaratory of the Rncient privileges 
of England, and that by the hish act Ilf the lOth of Henry the 
Seventh, aU those are communicated to Ireland ;Rnd I beg 
·to set forth these rights and privileges; together with those 
mentioned .before, not only as instruments of freedom, . but 
links of connexion. lreland has another title in support of 
:her liberty, a Parliament of her own. Parliament is exclusive 
legislature, it is so ex 'Oi termini; such is the construction by 
England .herself; the modus tene1UJi parliame7ltum is in both 
countricil the sam~; but it is not necessary to establish the 
modus in order to ascertain the power: the competency of the 
Parliament of Ireland stands on the same base within this 
realm as that of the English Parliament within the realm of 
.Great nritain~ Like that of England, our legislature is com
,posed of King, Lords, and Commons; but the word king is 
.exclusiv.e, the word lords exclusive, and the wOI'd commons 
exclusive:, when ·you say you are governed by a king, you 
mean one king; when you say you are governed by a parlia.
ment, you mean one parlillment: when the judges said that 
tbe laws of England did not extend to Ireland because she h"d 
a parliament of her own, ·tbey said by neces~ary construction, 
. that the English legislature was not ber parliament: it is true, 
if. the English legislature chose to name Ireland and USUl'p 

legislative authority, the judge cannot question the legislature 
of his own country; but such a proceeding does not become a 
matter of rigLt,. because the judge cannot J'elieve against it. 

I have shown the claim of England is no~ a case of pre
cedent; violation is not legislation; robbery unpunished does 
not repeal :the decalogue; pl'ecedentcannot prevail against 
an q.ct of. parliament; it is a paroa consuetudo, not a law; and 
.a course of precedent is a course of violation. Could prece
dent. repeal the great charter? it was tbirty times violated; 
but such violation did Dot cancel the great charter, but proved 
flO mlmy challenges to re-affirm, re-instate, and glorify that 

. in"iolable instrument of public liberty. The reign of Henry 
the Eighth was a. precedent. against the privil~ge of ParU
ament; forced loans had tbeir precedents, ship money had 
its precedents. Charles the First imposed a loan by his own 
authority; .five gentJemenrefl,l.s~ ~o .pay it; they are impri
sonedbya warrant from the council; ~hey are brought up on 
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their habeas corpus; they produce:six laws beside the charter 
in their favour: the judges I-ely on precedent, .nnd remand 
the prisoners: these judges despised the old laws to which 
they and their predecessors were sworn, and stood ·on pre
cedents on which those predecessors were perjured; but these 
franchises survived those pliant judges, andafterwardssnt in 
judgment upon them, and left in their punishment a pre
cedent better than their example, - the triumph of the law 
over the perjury of the judges. . What has been the conduct 
of the people of England on the subject of ,precedent? You 
are armed with her laws, .be animated by her example: her 
declaration of rights, after reciting precedents agBinstthe 
,liberty of the subject, says, "all such doings, and so forth, 
,shall be ,utterly void :" her great cl,arter had set forth dlat any 
judgment given to the contl"aryshall be utterly void;: she 
;formed her petition of right upon her birth-right, - your 
. birth-right against precedent; slle formed her declaration of 
'l·jght on the same ground, she considered the right of kings 
: as defeasible, and the birth-right" of the subject as indefeasible, 
and she dt'posed a king who had, under the authority .of 
'precedent and adjudication, invaded the indefeasible 'right of 
Ithe subject, out of which right she formed not only a·revolu
·tion 'but a dynasty, that had and has no other foundation 
-than:that which depends on the abolishment orevery arbi
Itrary maxim in church and state, - the !Venal 'judgmen~~ the 
",iolent precedent, and the barefaced impudence of the law. of 

i conquest. Has then the bit·th-right of the British subject, --.' 
-'your birth-right, been- sufficient against precedent.?, (the pre-' 
'cedent of the Plantagenets, the precedent .of the Tudon, 
the precedent of the Stual'ts,) to form a petition of right,s 
declaration of right, a revolution,-canceI the oath of allegiance, 
depose James, establish.William,· royalizetbe :house. of 
• Hanover ? has our· common birth-j·ight don~all this. fOl
England. and giv(lnsecurity to her meanest ;subject, and 

. c:lothedhcr beggar with his -sturdiness? and has it leftlrelarid 
JlIlked, subject to: be bound without your consent, taxed 
withOut your consent, with your ·eommercc restricted, on 
independent army, and a dependontPal·liament,and yodr 

. property adjudged by the decisions of (mother countty? ' " 
We have done with precedent. She then resorts. tOIl-H-

thority; to what au.thority? to her judges. To do what,? 
I to' repeal '·acts· of parliatnent ,by intel-p~etation.Wh'il.t, act? 
"magna charta, - theaet that· forms the security. of. the 
realm. I . respect the judges, • but ill' this ,case .I -object to 
their ,authority" fil'st, because they are pl'l.rtinl, being of the 

-country whose power they I'Ire to discuss; secondly, because they 
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,.re:dependent,. being punishable by the Parliament whose 
claims they are to arbitrate; ,thil'dly. because they ilre incom
pelent, being by their office· obliged to pronounce the law as 
·Parliament declares; fourthly, because they are inadmissible, 
being in this case . called upon to repeal an act of parliament 
under colour of interpretation: the great charter, the lOlh 
.of Henry the Fourth, the. 29th of Henry the Sixth, the act 
of faculties, do not want an interpreter: these say, no English 
statute shall be executed in Ireland till confirmed by:. the 
Irish Parliament, no Irish subject to be bound by statutes 
·except ordained within the l~eahn. to. say they may, is to 
:repeal, 110t to interpret; such explanation is violation, not 
,interpretation, and the judge not an authority, but an bffender; 
~esides, the judges nre bad arbiters .of public liberty; there is 
.no act' of power for which you have not a pl'ecedent, nor any 
·false doctrine for which you have not. an adjudication. Lord 
,Bacon maintained n dispensing power, Lor4 Coke main
tained a disperising power, Lord Chief Justice Fleming 
affirmed the power of the King. to lay port duties, Judge 
Blackstone maintained the power of the Honse of Commons 
to disqualify by the. vote of its own body, when the AUomey 
·General of "charles the .First fiIed an information lIgainst 
,three members of Parliament for their speeches in the House 
.0fCommons; the judges of the King's Bench fined and con
fined them all: there is no adjudication which the judges of 

· England can make against Ireland, that they have not ronde 
against their own country: now, as the people of England 
have disl'egarded such authol'ity when urged against their own 

.liberties, so shall. we disregard the same authority when urged 
against ours:, we cannot allow England to plead her magna 
charta against the authority of her juuges, and to set up the 
authority o{ her judges against the magna charta of Ireland; 
110r 'must she answer bel' judges with the principles of the 
revolution, and answer Ireland witt. the pt'inciples of the jaco
bite; for neither judgment., 1I0r judges' opinions, no.r prece
dents, are Jaws; .'btill less can they repeal laws, . still les~ 
franchise!l, ond least of all, charters: these th!ngs read them
selves without a judge, and in deSPIte of him; they put forth 
a subtel'taneon voice even against kings, and thougQ buried for 
ages, .like the blood of the murdered man, they rise up in 

':judgment, and call for justice. ' ,., . 
Le~. them. now produce their judges. Tbere are four 

remarkable adjudications: on this subject; ~onehas been 
, against ·.us, ,and three have been ill our favour: the one 
· against us, is the case of the staple act, the English oct of the 
· 2nd of Renry tlie Sixth; it was a csse where Ireland .was 
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specially named. amI forbidden to export woollen td Calais; 
tJle first decision adjudged, that Ireland was not bound by 
this act; the decision was made in the time of Richard the 
Third by all the judges of England assembled in the Exche
quer Chamber; this case afterwards, in the reigu of Henry 
the Seventh,. was, by Lord Chief Justice Hussey, decided 

. against us, his brethren not much dissenting; the reporter 
(Brooke) doubts lhelegality of bis opinion, and Lord Coke 
approves of the cuntrary opinion, namely, of the original d~ 
termination of the judges assembled in the Exchequel' Cham
ber. Under these circumstances stands the decision which 
is against us: of the three decisions which were for .us, I 
have stated one alrendy (the case of the court of High Com
mission in Ireland); another was the case of a patent given to 
one Pilkington, of an office in Ireland, which he discharged by 
deputy. A.. got a patent fur the same office, and Pilkington 
brought a scire facias to the court in England, 20th of Henry. 
the Sixth, against A., to show cause why the patent should not 
be repealed. A. pleaded that the Irish Parliament had by an 
act required that the said office should be discharged in per
son, or forfeited. and then he prescribed for tbe Irish Parlia
ment, and tbe prescription was allowed. Thechird decision 
is that ofth~judges of Ireland on queries put to them by the. 
Lords at the request of the Commons; the first query was a9, 
follows: Whether the subjects of Ireland be a free p'~plt"" 

, and to be governed only by the common laws of England and,: 
statutes'of force in this kingdom? To which qqeryall the 
judges answer in the affirmative: they point out, where the 
common law, in some instances, differs from tliat"of England. 

,and where equity interferes; but with respect to the question 
whether the sul~t"Cts of Ireland be a free people, to be bound: 
only by the common laws of England; and the,_~rish statutes,' 
their assent is unqualified: such is the answer; and this the 
ans,,<er of the seven judges of Ireland given in writing with; 
their names affixed. The other authorities are the opinions.: 
of judges given in their books; one of these opinions is that 
of l\'lJ-. Justice Blackstone; a very comiderable name: but 
what are his arguments? .what has this oracle pronounced? i 
namely, that the Parliament of Engll\Jld has settled her own. 
right by her own ipse di,rit: she has !ettled the matter, he, 
!ays, by the declaratory act of the 6th of George. the First;. 
certainly,she has settled the matter for tllis Rhadilmimthus;< 
bUt his remark proves 'only, . that the. Parliament of England 
had authority. over her judge, but it does not prove that she I 
had a~Lhority ovel' Ireland:' certainly. the j~dge cannot ques-: 
tion 'the legislature, and,therefore ought not in such Il case, 

VOL. I. I 
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to be an arbiter, and of course is not an authority, having 
settled the question by the authority of Parliament. He adds 
his own reasons; they are worse than that authority: Ireland, 
he says, is a kind of colony planted by England, and then he 
l'ests the right of England on conquest: to which we answer, 
she is not a colony, she is not a kind .of colony; that she was 
not planted by England, that she was not conquered, and 
that, if she were, she has compacts, charters, and laws to do. 
away what is called the right of conquest. I must observe, 
this grave and learned judge does nol in this case exert him
self within his own science, craft, or mystery; he speaks Otl 

the history of Ireland and the law of nations, and is erro
neous in both. Next is introduced the tltunderbolt of the law, 
the English Mlnos'- Lord Coke; - a great authority, a 
friend to liberty, and the principal framer of the. Bill of 
Rights; but this Leviathan does not combat het'e in his own 
:waters; he moves in another element; and, though in evet'y 
element portentous and prepollant, is not omnipotent here: 
he declares,. that Ireland is not bound by the English Par
liament, and gives his reasons, viz. because she has a parlia
ment of her own, and does not sen.d .representatives to the 
Parliament of ~nglaDd; and then, he adds, not bound "ex
cept when sbe is especially named;" w~ich does npt,. however, 
remove the force of his reason, bilt leaves it to nct against the. 
exception as well as against the general proposition, for site 
has not, when named, a parliament the less, nor a represent. 
ative the more: he then quotes a precedent, - it is where 
England bound Ireland when Ireland sent representatives to 
EngllUld: aild be infers from thence, that England can bind 
Ireland when she does not; and, finally, he rests his opinion 011 

a Jaw which goes to overturn the liberty of his ow. country 
as well as of ",ours, - the law of conquest. So is Vaughan: 
he sets in the gulf. in which his 'learned brethren, the other 
lights of the law, are extinguished; -:- the law of conquest : 
so are they all; - they a111'est ou this law. ~ 

I have shown that England has no title by the law of nature, 
no title by the law of covenant, no title by the law of usage; 
the best autl101'ities, Locke, Burlemachi, Hooker - indepen-· 
dent philoftophers -better au!bority than dependent judges, 
have proD,ounced it so. Will she claim by conquest? It only 
extends to a certain description of the genet'ation conquered, 
and it iii extinguished by pacts, charterlii, and Jaws; let me add, 
that. Ireland was. not conquered •. and supposing her to have 
been so, I have produced pacts, charters, and Jaws innumer
able. Further, I beg to say, that the authorities quoted, even 
those quoted against liS, refute the idea of conq~e!t. . The. 
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judges in Pilkington's case, who allowthe prescription for tlle 
, Irish Parliament, give up the idea of conquest. My Lord Coke 

bimself, who affirms that Ireland has a parliament of her own, 
precludes the idea of conquest; the seven judges of Ireland, 
who',acknowledged that the Irish were a free people, and to 
be governed' only by' the common law of England, and the 
statutes of Ireland, preclude the idea of conquest. Henry the 
second, who' professed to take Ireland by the grant of the 
-Pope, renounced -thereby the idea of conquest. He made 11 
.covenant with the Irish chieftains; they acknowledged him 
their sovereign, and he confirmed to them their petty govern
ments. He made a covenant with the English settlers, they 
swearing allegiance to him, and he communicating to them 
the laws and liberties of England.' . 

" Nothing obtained except in a just war; no )'igbt over tIle 
posterity of the conquered." Such is Locke. cc Conquest 
cannot give title; .it is. a means to obtain; and that title cannot. 
be good except by the consent, express or tacit, of the people." 
Such is Burlemachi. "If the people do not voluntarily sub
mit, a state of war exists." Such is Vattel. What says Eng
land? Mr. Pym, in Lord Strafford's" impeachment, speaks as 
follows: U The law is the safeguard of aU prl'vnte interests; 
without this every man has a right to every thing; And this 
is the case to which the Irish were reduced by the Earl of Strat:. 
for~; and the reason he gave hath more mischief than the 
thing itself, viz. that they were a conquered nation. There 
are few nations in the world that have llot been conquered; but 
jf pacts and agreements do not restrain that, what people can 
be free? England hath been conquered,--- Wales hath been 
conquered, ana. by this reason will be little better than Ire
land." Thus speaks Mr. Pym. What saysthe English House 
of Commons? It says,- "that the realm of Ireland having been 
tillie out of mind annexed to the imperial Crown of England,. 
and 0"6verned by the same laws, the snid Earl being deputy in 
that ~ealm, to bring His Majest)"s liege subjects of that realm 
into a dislike of His. Majesty's government, and intending 
the subversion of the fundamental laws and settled govern
ment of that kinO"dom,and the destruction of His Majesty's 
Jiege people t1ie~e. ~id declare and publish - t~at Ireland 
was a conquered natIOn." Thus spoke the Enghsh HOllse 
of Commons. ·'Vhat said the English Parliament? The 
bill of attainder is before you. "Whereas the knights, 
citizens, and buraesses, have impeached Thomas Earl . of 
Strafford. for,. end~avourjng to subvert the anci~nt and fun
damental government of Bngla~d and Ireland, and. t() in
troduce an arbitrary and tyranmcal govl!rnmen~ agamst law 

y .} 
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,irr the. said, kingdoms ;be . itenacted,that he shall suffer 
thepllin of death. Thus did the Parliament of England 
act on this qllestion with regard to her minister. How has she 
'acted with regard to her King? I know it will be said she 
:revoked the act of attainder: true, she revoked the attainder, 
but did not restore the doctrine of co~quest; on the I!ontrary, 
jn the face of ~he law of. conquest, she resolved as follows: 
" that there is.all original compact between the King and the 
people; that James tlle Second had broken that original com
pact, and that the breach of compact, with his other offences, 
~as anabJication of his crown:" and she deposed him ac~ 
cordingly, and she called on the Irish to aid her in the de
position. England called on the Irish t~ shed their blood, 
and they shed it accordingly in deposing James the Second, 
for h\lving broken his compact with England. And will she 
now break. the compact with Ireland, and set up here the law· 
of conquest? has she attainted the Irish for the tl'eason of aiding 
James, who broke the original compact wilh England? and 
will she punish the It'ish for not aiding En~land in breaking 
~he compact with themselves? will she employ her King who 
pwes liis crown to one compact to break the other? will she 
confiscate the propel'ty of James's abettors in Ireland on the 
principles of compact, and seize .on the libel,ties of the whole 
realm on the principles of conquest, and commit h~rself that 
.very~ crime? A prodigy in the annals of mankind incl'edible, 
and an exJ!ibition of the thirst of'power in the frenzy of the 
human race unimaginable! Commit herself that very 'crime 
for which she beheaded her minister, and deposed her king! 
. This brings the claim of England to a mere question of 
force: it is a right which Swift, I think it is Swift, has ex
plained, - th~ right of the grenadier to take the property of 
a naked man. I add, this man has. now gotten back his 
arms, and begs to get back his pl'Opel'ty. Thus the ques
Hon remaining is a question of ability; and in considering this, 
you are not to contemplate alone the difficulties in your 
front; you are to look back too· on the strength in your 
rear. The claim by conquest naturally leads to the subject 
of the volunteers. ¥ ou have an immense force, the shape 
of a much greatelo of different religions, but of one 
political faith, kept lip for three years defending the coun .. 
,try; for the government took away bel' troops and cOIl
signed hel' defence to the people; - defending the go
·vernment, I say, aiding the civil power, and· pledged to 
maiptain the liberty of Ireland to the last drop of their blood: 
.Who is this body? the Commons of Ireland I and you' at 
~be bend of tIlem: it is more - it is the society jn its greatest 
poSsible description; it is (h,e property - it is the sOlll of the 
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country arm~d: they, f~r, this b,?dy, h~ve yet n~ adequat~ 
namE.'. In the summer oLU80, they agree to .11 deClnration 
o( right; in the summer of .1781, they hear tIl at the French 
,nre at sea; in the heat and hurricane of their zealfor liberty; 
they stop ; without delay, they offer to march; their march 
waits only for the cOinmands of the Castle: the castle. where 
the sagacious courtier -had abandoned his uniform, finds it 
Ill'udent to receive a self-armed association ~ that self-armed 
association this age has. beheld; pos,terity will ,admire,...- wilt 
wonder. The delegates of that selt:armed asso£iation enter ,the 
mansion of the government, ascend the steps, advance to the 
presence of the Lord-lieutenant, and make a tender of their 
lives and fortunes, with the form _ and reception of an a~ 
thenticated es~ablishment. A painter might here, display and 
crntrast the loyalty of a courtier witli that of a volunteer ;' hd 
,would paint the courtier h,un-ying off his uniform, casting 
away his arms, filling his pockets with-the public money, and 
then presenting to his' sovereign naked servitude; he would 
paint the volunteer seizing his charters. handling his arms; 

, forming his columns, improving his discipline" demandinlJ' his 
rights, and then, _ at the foot of the' throne, making a te~det 

,ofal'med allegiance. He had no objection to die by the side 
of Englalld ; but he must be found dead with herchalter in: 
his hand.' - ',' 

Stationed as you, are, and placed as you are in relation to. 
the community and these great objects, how do you' mean 
to pl"Oceed? submit, and take the lead in the desertion? im
possible!. The strength which at your back supports your 
virtuE.'; IJI"eclulles your apostacy; _ the armed, presence of the
nation will not bend; the community will not be sold; nor 
will a nation in arms suffer the eternal blessing '01 freedom 
alid renown to'd,epend on the experiment, whether this vii:. 
Jain shall be a pensioner, or that pickpocket shall be a peel'. 
Before yoU decide on the practicability of being slaVes for 
ever, look to America. Do you see nothing in that America. 

. but the, grave and prison of' your armies? and do you not 
see ill her range of telTitory, cheapness of living. variety of 
climate. and simplicity of life, '-- the- dr.ainof EU1'ope ? What. 
ever is bold and disconsolate, sullen virtue and' wounded pride ; 
all,aIl to that point ,will precipitate; and"what you trample 
on in Europe will sting you ill America. ,When Philadelphia. 
or whatever:city ihe AmerIcan appoints, for empire, sendii 
forth her ambassadors to the different kings in Europe, and 
manifests to the world her independency and pOwer; do you 
imagine you will persuade Ireland to be satisfied 'with' ad" 
English Parliament making Jaws .fqr :~er i ~satisfied with a 

I ~ 
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refusal to her loyalty; of those privileges which were. of
fered to the arms of America? How will individuals 
~~ong you like this? Some of the gentlemen whom I now 

,see in their places, are the descendants of kings; the illustrious 
gentleman - on .the far bench i my illustrious t friend near 
me. Will they derogate from the royalty of their forefathers, 
bow their honoured heads, 01' nckn<?wledge the crown of their 
ancestQrs, 01' more than I regal power on the brow of every 
forty-shilling freeholder in England, or on ,any front except 
that of His Majesty? Are the American enemies to be free, 
and.these 1'oyal subjects slaves? or in what quality does His 
Majesty choose to contemplate the Irish hereafter? His sub
jects in parliament, or his equals in conbrress? Submission, 
therefore, will pot do: there remains, then, but one way; 
assert the independency of your parliament. What do you wait 
for? Do JOu wait for a peace; till the volunteer retires, and 
the minister replies by his cannon? The Stag 'frigate is now in 
your harbour, or do you wait for more calamities in the fortunes 

. of England, till the empire is a wreck, and the two countries go 
down together? or do you delay, till Providence, beholding you 
on your knees, shall fall in love with your meanness, and rain 
on your servility constitution like ,manna. You go to the house 
of God when you want heat or moisture, and you interfere with 
God's pro\'idence by your importunities •. Are the princes oCthe 
earth more vigilant than the Almighty, that you should besiege 
the throne of. mercy with your solicitations, and hold it 
unnecessary to admonish the King? or do you wait till your 
country speaks to you in thunder? Let me conclude by 
observing, that you have the two claims before 'you; the 
claim of England to POWEll, and of Ireland to' liberty: and, I 
have shown you, that England has no title t.o that power to 
make, laws for, Ireland; none by nature~ none by compact. 
none by usage, and none by conquest; and that Ireland has 
several' titles against the claims of, England; - a title by 
nature, a title by compact, and a title by divers positive 
acts of pal'liament; a title by chnrter, and by all the laws by 
which England possesses her liberties; - by England's inter
pretation of those laws, by her renunciation of conquest~ and 
her acknowledgment of the ,law of original compact. , 

I now move you, 
That an humble address be presented to His Majesty, to 

assure His, Majesty of ,our most sincere and unfeigned at
tachment to His Majesty's person and government. 

To assure His Majesty, tliat the people of this country are 
~ free people, , , 

• 'Mr. O'Hara. t'Mr. O'Neill. 
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That tbecrown of Ireland is nn impt'rial crown, and the 
kingdom of Ireland a distinct kingdom, with a parliament of 
her own, the sole legislature thereot ' 

To a..c;sure His Majesty, that, by our fundamental laws and' 
franchises, (laws Ilnd fra..l1chises which we on the part of the 
nation do claim as her bil,thright), the subjects of this king~ 
dom cannot be bound, affected, or obliged by any legislature, 

. save only by the King, LOl'ds, and Commons' of this His 
Majesty's realm of Ireland, nor is there any other body of men 

'who have power or authority to make laws for the same. 
To assure His Majesty, that His Majesty's subjects, or 

Ireland conceive that in this privilege 'is contained the very 
essence of their l~berty, and that they tender it as they do 
their lives, and accordingly have with' one voice declared 
and protested against the interposition or any other parlia
ment in the legislation of this country. 

To assure His Majesty, that we have ,seen with concern ' 
the Parliament of Great Britain advance a claim to make law 
for Ireland; and that this anxiety is kept alive, wheu we pe ..... 
ceive the same Parliament still persists in that claim" as may 
appear by recent Bl'jtish acts which affect to biud Ireland, but 
to which the subject~ of Ireland can pay ,no obedience. 

To ,assure His Majesty, that, next to our liberties, we value 
our connexiop witb Great Britain i on which we com:eiv~ a' 
this time most particularly, the happiness of both kingdoms 
intimately depends, and which, as it is our mOst sincere wish, 
sO'lihall it be our principal. study, to cultivate and render 
perpetual: tbat, under this impression, we cannot suggest 
any means whel'eby such connexion' caB be so much im
proved and strengthened, ns by a renunciation of the claim 
of the British Parliament to make laws for Ireland, -a claim 
useless to England, cruel to Ireland, and without any found-
ation in law. . . 

That with a high sense of the magnanimity and justice of 
tbe British character, and in the most entire reliance on His 
Majesty's paternal care, we have set forth our rights and 
,sentiments, and without prescribing any mode to His Ma ... 
jesty, we throw ourselves on his royal wisdom. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Brownlow; it was supported bi 
Mr. Hussey Burgh, Mr. Forbes. Mr. Flood, Mr. Mossom, and 
Mr. Ogle. . , ' . 

Mr. Burgh said. that no man could now be found bold enough to 
maintain the supremacy of the British Parliament; the Attorney
general (Mr. Scott, afterwards Lord Clonme1l) said he would 
oppose reason and good sense to the most artful and eloquent 

. harangue he had ever heard; he would not attempt to agitate the 
14' 
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question of right, but he· trembled at the scenes of anarchy aOlI 
confusion that the proposed measure was ·likely .to produce: 

. scarcely an individual in the House who did not possess some 
jlPrtion of the forfeited e&tates, and scarcely n county in Ireland or 
whi.ch they did not form a part; the validity of their titles will be 
shaken •. When a learned friend Gfhis (Mr. Fitzgibbon) stated this 
objection on a former night, the l:\ouse felt the weight of his 
observation'~ he therefore objected to the motion, inasmuch as it 
would shake all the property in the nation; the imperial crown of 
Ireland is appendant to the crown of England; and the object 
proposed would be gained only' by a struggle: he accordingly 
moved to adjourn, the debate to the lst of August n~xt.Mr. 
Richard Hely Hutchinson and Mr. Bushe supported the amend~ 
m~nt of the Attorney-general; they contended that the great 
objects had been attained. Commerce had been granted by 
England, and Ireland had asserted .her independence. British 
statutes had ceased to be. respected as formerly: will juries, now, 
execute British statutes? will the revenue board enforce British 
statutes? ~In the instance ofa right honourable and public-spirited 
member of the. House, goods were admitted to be shipped in 
opposition to a British statute; tbe British mutiny law, that too 
was not executed. British law would now no longer be obeyed. 
Mr. Bilshe said, my honourable friend, by agitating these ques
tions, has lighted up the flame of libt!rty, and every man nbw 
depends on the firmness of his country; but if we make this 
declaration, we must insist on it; if it be denied, shall we subm,it? 
No! it becomes, then, a question of danger, and is inexpedient and 
unnecessary. Mr. Forbes,' in answer to the observation of the 
Attorney-general, stated that he held an estate under an English 
title, .and a. claim being lately made against him, he was obliged 
to make a very disadvlJntageous compromise, rather than maintain 
a suit under an autJJ.ority which every Irishman reprobated,' and 
on which no jury would find: the declaration would therefore 
decide the point, and quiet the minds of the people. Mr. Flood 
called on the Attorney-general to state if be meant to sup
port the question of right: that his authority was of import~ 
ance as the first officer of the Crown, and the question must 
now be decided: the Attorney-general declared that he was only 

·,Attorney-general to the King of Ireland ~s connected. with Eng. 
Jand; he was the trustee of the law, and his duty was to state acts 
of pa~liament, not rights. Mr. Flood then said, I am satisfied .it 
is intended to maintain the claim of right; it is now made a 
.question of power, that is, the right of the highwayman; and' the' 

·.proper time, therefore, to overturn such power, is the season of 
weakness. I, therefore, hold it necessary to make a declaration 
of the liberties 'and constitutional rights of Ireland. 

Mr. Grattan replied; and the question being put, there appeared 
for the Attorney-genera)'s amendment, Ayes 137, Noes 68; Ma- . 
jority against the declaration of right 69. ' 

Tellcl'8 for the Ayes, Mr~ Clements and Mr. Robert Jcphson. 
for the Noell, Mr. Grattan a.nd !\Ir. Brownlow. . 
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DECLARATION OF RIGHT. 

MR. GRATTAN MOVES AN AMENDMENT TO, THE ADDRESS TO HIS 
MAJESTY, DECLARING THE INDEPENDENCE OF IRELAND. 

April16. 1782. 

THE principles of the Irish revolution had by this time.extended: 
throughout all parts of the kingdom; the, volunteers hall aug

mented nearly to 80,000 men; the representatives of 143 corps had,. 
in the montb of february :assembled ,at Dungannon, t6 take into: 
consideration the question of, their country's freedom; and they 
passed at that celebrated convention, resolutions most important 
in their nature and their cOllJlequences. The three moSt essential 
were as follows: • 
, .. Resolved, that a claim of any body of men other than the' 
King. Lords, lind Commons of Ireland, to make laws to bind this' 
kingdom, is unconstitutional, illegal, and a grievance. " 

", Resolved, that the powers exercised by the Privy Council of 
both kingdoms, under, or under colour or pretence of the law of 
Poynings, are unconstitutional, and a grie'llance.· • 

" Resolved, that J1 mutiny bill, not limited in point of duration: 
from lession to session, is unconstitutional, and a grier.ance." 
, These resolutions were adopted by most: of the volunteers, ' 
throughout the' kingdom, who resolved, that their lives and for
tunes stood pledged to support them. To these circumstances 
must be added the losses Great Britain bad s,",stained in America; 
the irresolution and weakness of her ministers, in England; all of 
which tended to bring about the great object that Ireland had in. 
view. ,Inlbe month of Marc~ a total change took place in the 
administration *, Lord 'North was displaced; tbe Opposition sue: 
ceeded. Mr. Fox was appointed minister, ,Tbe Duke of Portland 
came over to Ireland as Lord Lieutenant, . and Mr. Fitzpatricka&' 

GREAT BRITAIN. ' 

First Lord of the Treasury - Marquis of Rockingham. 
Principal Secretaries of State - The Earlof Shelburne, and the Hon. 

, Charles James Fox, 'the third secretaryship abolished). 
Chancellor of the Ex.chequer~Lord John Cavendish., 
First Lord of the Admiralty - Admiral Keppel. 
President of the Council- Lord Camden. 
Master General of the Ordnance - Duke of Richmond~ 
Chancellor-Lord Thurlow. 
(:ommander in Chief of the Forces- General Conway. 
Chancellor of the :Quchy of Lancaiter-John Dunning, (created Baron 

Ashburton). , . ' , ' , 

'(Thc~e formed the Cabinet.), 
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Secretary. In the meanwhile the patriotic party in the Irish House 
of Commons were not inactive, and on the 14th of March they 
carried a vote of the House, whereby it was ordered, that the 
House be called overon the 16th of April, and that the Speaker 
do write circularlelters to the members, ordering them to attend 
on that day, as they tender the rights rif the Irish Parliament; ac
cordingly, on this ·day, the fullest attendance of the House took 
place. the ·gaUeries and bar were crowded with spectators, every 
individual was filled with anxiety and expectation, under the im
pression that this day would witness the successful termination of 
that question which Mr. Grattan had on former occasions Inought 
forward, and on which depended the rights and liberties of Ireland .. 

As. soon as the Speaker had taken the chair, the Right Hon. 
John Hely Hutchinson, the Secretary of State, delivered from the 
Lord Lieutenant the following meFsage: 

" Portland." 
. " I have it in command from His Majesty to inform this House, 

that His Majesty being concerned to find that discontents and 
jealousies are prevailing among his loyal subjects of this couutry, 
upon matters or-great weight and importance, His Majesty re
commends it to this House to take the same into their tnost serious 
consideration, in order to such a final adjustment as may give 
mutual satisfaction to his kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland." 

fA m~ssage of a similar nature had, on the 9th of April, been 
presented to both Houses of the British Parli~ment. . 

Mr. Hutchinson said, that fte had no authority to say any thing 
further from the Lord Lieutenant; but that his appointment was 
for purposes no doubt beneficial for Ireland: he stated, that the 
great yublic objects so eagerly sought for were likely to be suc
cessfu ; they could ·only be obtained by the spirit of the nation, 

Under Secretaries of State-Richard Brinsley Sheridan, and Thomas 
Orde, 

Attorney General:"'" Lloyd Kenyon. 
Solicitor General - John Lee. 
Secretary at War-Hon. Thomas Townsend. 
Paymaster of the Forces- Right Hon. EdDlund Burke. 

IRELAND. 

Lord Lieutenant - Duke of Portland. 
Joint Vice Treasurers - Earl of Scarborough, and Sir George Yonge. 
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant- Colonel Richard Fitzpatrick. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer- William Gerard Hamilton. 
Secretary of State-Right Hon. John Hely Hutchinson (Provost) . 

. Commander of the Forces-Lieut. General Burgoyne. 
'fo continue Chancellor - Lord Lifford. 
Attorney General- Right Hon. Barry YelvertoJl,(he afterwards succeeded 

~r. Burgh as Chief Baron of Exchequer. 
Solicitor General continued - Hugh Carleton, Esq. 
Prime Setjeant - Thomas Kelly, Esq. (he afterwards wa' made a Judge 

. . of the Common Pl~as) .. 
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'and now that this spirit was universal, it was the duty of the re. 
presentatives to ·repeat that public voice, and conform to the 
determined spirit of the. nation. J,;Ie alluded to Mr. Grattan in 
terms of great respect and admiration, and recommended .to the 
House unanimity and firmness in their proceedings. 

Mr. George Ponsonby moved, .. That an humble address be 
presented to His Majesty, to retum His Majesty the thanks of 
this House, for his most gracious message to this House, signified 
by his Grace the Lord-Lieutenant; that, in obedience to His Ma
jesty's most gracious· recommendation, this House will, without 
delay, take into their most serious consideration, the discontents 
and jealousies which have !lrisen in this kingdom; the causes 

. whereof they will investigate with all convenient dispatch, and 
humbly submit to His Majesty's royal justice and wisdom." 

Mr. GRATTAN rose, and spoke as follows: . 
I am now to address a free people: ages have passed away, 

and this is the first moment in which you could be 'distin-
guished by that appellation. . 

I have spoken on the subject of your liberty so often, that 
I have nothing to add, and have only to admire by· what 
heaven-directed steps you have proceeded until the. whole 
faculty of the nation is braced up to the I;\ct of her own 
deliverance. • 

I found Ireland on her knees, I watched over her with an 
eternal solicitude; 1 have traced her progress from injuries to 
arms, and from arms to liberty. Spirit of Swift! spirit of 
Molyneux! your genius has prevailed! Ireland is now a Da-. 
tion I in that new character I hail her! and bowing to her 
august presence, I say, Esto perpetua! 

She is no longer a wretched colony,l'eturning thanks to 
her governor for his I·apine,. and to her king for his oppres
sion; nor is she now a squabbling, f!"etfQI sectary~ perplexing. 
her little wits, and fil'i.ng her furio\ls statutes with bigotry, 
sophistry, disabilities, and death, to transmit to posterity in';" 
significance and war. .• 

Look to the rest of Europe, and contemplate yourself, and 
be satisfied. Holfand lives. on the memory of past achieve
ment; Sweden. has lost her liberty; England has sullied her 
great name by an attempt to e~slav~ her colonies. You nre the 
only people, - ;rou~ of.the, natIOns ~n Europe, are now the only 
people who eXCIte ndmll'atIon, and l~ your present conduct you 
not only exceed the present generatIOn, but you equal the ·past. 
I am not afraid to turn back and look antiquity in the face: the 
revolution~ -:-that great event, w~ether you call itancient ormo;.. 
.del'll I know not, was ta,rnished WIth bigotr,t: the g.reat deliverer 
,(fot such I must ever call the Prince of Nassau,) was blemished 
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with' oppression; he assented to, he was forcet! to assent to acts 
which deprived the Catholics of religious, and all the Irish of 
Civil and commercial rights; though t11e Irish were the only 
subjects in th~se' islands who had fought in his defence. But 
you have sou~ht liberty onlIer own principle: see the Pres
'byterians of Bangorpetitic.n for the freedom of the Catholics 
of Munster. You, with difficulties innumerabll', with dangers 
not afew, have dOlle whatyoUl' ancestors wi~hed, but could 
not accomplish; and what your posterity may prl'serve, but 
will never equal: you have moulded the jarring elements' of 
your country into a nation,. and have rivalled those great and 
ancient commonwealLhs, whom you were, taught to-admire, and 
among whom -you are now to be recorded: in this pl'Ocel'ding 
you bad not the, advantages which were common to other 
great countries ;no mOJ;luments, no trophies, nOlle of those 
outward and ,visible signs of greatness, such as inspire man~ 

,kind and connect the ambition of the age which is coming on 
with the example of that going off, and forms the descent and 
'concatenation of glory: no; you have not had any great act 
record~d among all your misfortunes, Ilor have you one public 
tomb to assemble the crowd, and speak to the living the lan-
guage of integrity and freedom. ' 

Your historians did, not supply the want of monuments; on 
the contrary, the$e narrators of your misfortunes, who should 
have felt for your wrongs, and have punished your oppI'essors 
with oppressions, natural scourges, the moral indignation of 
history, compromised with public, villany and trembled; . they 
excited your violence, they suppressed your provocation, and 
wrote in the cJtain whi~h entrammelled their, countl'y. I ani 
come to break that chain, and I congratulate my country, 
who, without any of the advantages I speak of, going forth 
as it were with 'nothing bUL a stone and a sling, and what 
oppression could not take away, the favour of Heaven, ac
complished her own redemption, and left you nothing to add 
and every thing to admire. ' 

You want no trophy now; the'records of Parliament are the 
evidence of your glory: I beg to observe, that the deliverance 
of Ireland has proceeded from her own right hand; I rejoice 
at it, for had the great requisition of your fl'eedom proceeded 
from the bounty of England .. ,that great work would have 
been defective both in renown and security: it-wlls necessary 
that the soul of the country should have been exalted by the 
act of her own redemption, -and that England should with
:draw her claim by operation, of treaty, and not of mere grace 
and condcscen8iori~ a gratuitous act of parliament, however 
express, would have- been revocable, but the repeal CoIf her 
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claim under operation of treaty is 'not: in that. case, the legis~' 
fatul'e is putin covenant, and bound by the law of nations, the, 
only law that can legally bind Parliament: never did, this., 
country stand, SQ high; England and Ireland treat ex fEquo. 
Ireland transmits to the King her claim of right, and requires, 
of the Parliament of England the repeal of her claim of powel'" 
which repeal the English Parliament is to make under the force. 
of a treaty which. depends on the law of nations,...,..;. a law which 
cannot be repealed by the Parliament of England, . 

I rejoice that the people are a party to this treaty, because 
. ihey are bound to preserve it. There, is 1I0t a man of forty 

l/hillings freehold that is not associated in this our claim of 
J'ight, and bound to die in its defence; cities, counties, asso
ciations, Pl'otestants and Catholics; it seems as if the people 
had joined 'in one great national sacrament; a flame has. de-, 
scended f1'om heaven on the intellect of Ireland, plays round 

,her head, and encompasses her understanding with a conse-
crated glory., ' 

There arc some who think, and a few who declare, that tile 
associations to which I refer are illegal: come, then, let us try 
~he charge, and state the grievance; And, first, I ask, What 
were. the grievances? an army imposed on us by another 
country, that army rendered perpetual; the privy-council of 
both countries made a p~\rt of our legislature; our legislature 
deprived of its ,originating and propounding power; another 
country exercising Over us supreme legislative authority; that 
country disposing of our property by its judgments, and pro
hibiting our trade by its statutes:, these were notgrievance~ 
but spoliations, which left you nothing. When you contended 
against them, you contended for the whole. of your condition; 
when the ministel~ asked, by what right?' we.refer him toour 
Maker: we sought our pl'ivileges by the right which we have to 
defend our property against' a robber, our life against' a 111ur
derer, our country against an invader, whether ,coming with 
civil or military force, - a foreign army, or a. foreign le
gislature. This is a case that wants no precedent; the 
revolution wanted no precedent: for su(;h things !lrrive' to 
reform a course of bad precedents, aud, instead of being 
founded on precedent, become sllch: the gazing. world} whom 
they come to save~ begins by doubt and ('oncludes by wOl·ship. 
Let other nations be deceived by the sophistry of courts. 
Ireland has studied politics in the lair of oppression, and, 
tsught by suffering, co~prehends the J'ights of subjects 
and the duty of kings.: Let other nations. imagine that 
subjects are made for themonurch, but we conceive that 
lJings, and parliaments, like kings~ are made for the subjects. 
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The iI~use of Commons, honourab~ nnd' right honourable 
as it may be; the Lords, noble and illU!ltrious as we pl'Onounce 
them, are not original but derivative. Session after session 
they move their periodical orbit about the source of their 
being, the nation; even the King's Majesty must fulfil his 
due and, tributary course round that great luminary; and 
created by .its beam, and upheld by its attraction, must incl;ne 
to that light, or go out of the system. 

Ministers, we ,mean the ministers who have gone out; (I 
rely on the good intentions of the present), former ministers, 
I say, ha\'e put questions to us; we beg to put questions to 
them. They desired to know by what authority this nation 
has acted. This nation desires to know by what authority 
they have acted. By what authority did Government enforce 
the'articles 'of war? By what authority does Government 
establish the post-office? By what authority are our mer
chants bound by the charter of the East India Company? 
By what authority bas' Ireland, for near one hundred years 
been deprived of her export trade? By what authority are 
her peers deprived of their judicature? By what authOJ'ity has 
that judicature been transferred to the peers of Great Britain, 
and our property in its last resort referred to the decision of 
a non-resident, unauthorised, and unconstitutional tribuDl\l? 
Will ministers say it was the authority of'the British Par
liament? On what ground,then, do they place the question 
between the Government on one side, and the Tolunteer on the 
other? According to their own statement, the government 
has been occupied in superseding the lawgiver of the countly; 
and the volunteers al'e here to'restore him. The Government 
has contended for the' usurpation, and the people for the laws. 
His Majesty's late ministers imagined they had quelled' the 
country when they had bought the newspapers; and they 
represented us as wild men, and our cause a~ visional'y; and' 
they pensioned a set of wretches to abuse both: but we look 
little account of them' or t1~eir proceedings, and we waited 
and, we watched, and we moved, as it were, on our native 
hills, with the minor remains of our parliamentary army, until 
that minority became Ireland. Let those ministers now go 
home, and congratulate their king on the redemption of his 
people. Did you imagine that those little parties whom three 
years ago you beheld in awkward squads pa'rading in the strl'ets, 
should have now arrived to such distinction and effect? What 
was the cause; for it was not the sword of the volunteer, rtor his 
muster, nor his "'plrit, nor his promptitude to put down acci
dental disturbance'orpublicclisorder, nor hisowll unblamed and 
di~uished deportment. This was much; but there was more 
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than this; the upper' orders, the "property, and th~ abilities 
of the country, formed witl} the volunteer; and the volunteer' 
had sense enough to obey them. This· united the Protestant 
with the Catholic, and the'landed propl'ietOl.'· with the people. 
There was still more than this;' there was a continence which 
confined. the corps to limited and legitimate objects; there 
was a principle which. preserved the corps from adultery,with 
French politics; there was a good taste which guar~ed the 
corps from the affectation of such folly: this, all ihis, made 
theql bold; for it kept them innocent, it kept them rational: 
no vulgar rant" against England; no mysterious admiration of 
France; no crime to conceal, - no folly to be ashamed of.' 
They were what they professed to' be; and that was nothing 
Jess than the society asserting her liberty, according to the 
-f!"ame of the British constitution, her inheritance to be. en-
joyed in perpetual conn.eclion with the British empire. . 

I do not mean to say that there were not. divers . vio~ent 
and unseemly resolutions; the immensity of the means was 
inseparable fmOl the excess. ' 

Such are the great works of nature: such is the sea.;. but, 
like the sea, the waste and excess were Jost in the advantage: 
and now, 'having given a parliament to the people, the vol un-

,.leers will, I doubt not,. Jeave the people to Parliament, and 
thus close, specificalJy and m,ajestically, a great work, which 
will place them' above censure and above panegyric. These 
associations, like' other institutions, will perish: they will 
perish with the occasion that gave them being, and the grati
tude of their country will write their epitaph, and say, 
"This phenomenon, the departed volunteeF, justified only 
by the occasion, the birth of spirit and gl'ievances, with some 
alloy of public evil, did more public good to Ireland than aU 
her institutions; he restored the libelties of his country, .and 
thus from the grave he answers his enem.ies." Connected by 
freedom as well as by allegiance, the two nations, Great Britain 
an.d Ireland, form a constitutional confederacy as well as one 
empire;· ihe crown is one link, the constitlllion anothel'; 
and, in my mind, the latter link is· the most powerfiV. • 

You can get a king any where, but England is the only 
country with whom you can participate a free constitution. 
This makes England your natoral connexion, and her kin'" 
your' natural as well as' your legal sovereign: this is a con~ 
nexion, not as Lord Coke has idly said, not as Judge Black
stone has foolishly said, not as other judges have ignorantly 

. said, by .conquest; bnt as Molyneux has said, and as I now 
say, by compact; and that compact is a free' constitution. 
Suffer IDe now to state spme of the thi~!I essential to thllt free 
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• constitution;' they are as follows: the independtmc::y' of the 
'Irish Parliament; the exclusion .,pf the British Parliament 
"from any authority in this realm; the restOl'ation of the Irish 
judicature, and the exclusion of 1'hat <If Gl'eat Britain. As 
to the perpetual mutiny bill, it must be more than limited; 
it must ,be effuced; that' bill must fall, or the constitutil1n 
cannot stand; that bill was originally limited' by this House 
to two years, and it returned from England without the clause 
of limitation. What? ,..bill making the army independent 
of Parliament, and perpetual! I protested against it then, 1 
~ave struggled with it since, and I am now come to destroy 
this great enemy of my . country.' The pel'petual mutiny-bill 
must vanish out of the statute book; the excellent tl'act of 
Molyneux was. burned;. it was not answered; and its flame 
illumined postm'ity. This. evil paper shall be burned, but 
burned like a felon, that its execution nlay be a pence-offer
irigto' tbe people, and that a dec1aration of right may be 
planted on its guilty ashes; a ·new mutiny-bill must be 
fqrmed after the. manner of England, and a declaration of 
right put in' the front of it.' ' 

As to the legislative powers of the Privy Councils, I con
ceive them tQ be utterly inadmissible against the constitution, 
against the privileges of Parliament, and against the dignity 
of the realm. Do not' ~magine such powtr. to be theoretical; 
!t is in avery high degree a practical evil.,J· have here im 
inventory of bills ·altered and injw'ed by £h~ interference of 
the Privy Councils; money bills originated by them, protests 
by the Crown in support of those money bills, prorogation. 
fullowing these protests. I have here a mutiny bill of 1780, 
altered by the Council, and made perpetual; a Catholic bill in 
1778, where the Council struck out the clause repealing the 
,t~st act; a militia bill, whel'e the Council struck out th,~ 'com
pulsoi'Y clause requiring the Crown to proceed to forma mi. 
litia,and left it optional to His Majesty's minister whether there 
should bea militia, in Ireland. 1 have the money bill of 1775, 
,whele the Ct>u.ncil struck out the clause enabling ~ Majesty 
to taken,patt of our tJ'Oops for general fervice, and left it· 
tQ the ministel' to withd[aw the forces against act of parlia- . 
ment. I have to state the altered money bill of 1771, the 
altel'odmoney bill of 1775, the altered mO.ney bill of 17S0; 
tbe day wOllldexpire before I could recount their ilI-doing8. 
I.wiIl never consent to have men (God knows whom), eede
!liastics,' &c. &c., men unknown to the constitution of Parlil'-' 
ment, and only known to the minister, who has breathed into 
their nostrils an unconstitutional existence, steal to their dark. 
dIvan to do mischief and make nonsense of bills, which .their .' . 
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Lordsh.ip~·the House of Lords, .or we, the House of Com
mon,s, have: thoyght good and fit for the people. . No; thos~ 
men have no legislative. qualifications;~ they shall have no 
legislative power. 

1st •. The repeal of the pel'petual mutiny bill, and the de-~ 
pendency of the Irish army on the. Irish Parliament. 

2d. The abolition of the legislative power of the Council. 
3d .. The abrogation of the claim of :Englahd to make law 

for Ireland.. 0'.-
4th •. The ex.cluslonof the EngliSh House .of Peers, and of 

the. English King's BeQch, from any judicial authority' in this 
realm. 

5th. The 'restoration' of the Irish Peers to 'their final ju,di
cature. ,The independency of the Il'ish Parliament in its sole 
and exclusive legislature. 

These are my tel'ms. I will take nothing from the Crown. 
Mr. Grattan then moved, by way of amendment, . 
That an humble addl'es.s be presented to His Majesty, to· 

return His Majesty the thanks of this House for his most gra
cious message to this House, signified by His Grace. the Lord
lieutenant. 
" To assure lIill:Majesty of our unsh~ken attach(llent to His 
Majesty's person and govemment, and of our lively sense' of 
his paternal care in thus taking the lead to administer content 
to His Majestf.sJlubjects of Ireland. , 

That, thus encouraged by his royal interpositiori,we'shall 
beg leave, with all duty and affection; to lay before His Mao,. 

Jesty the causes of our discontents and jealousies. To assure 
His Majesty that his subjects of Ireland are a free people. That 
the crown of Ireland, is an imperial crown inseparably an
nexed to the crown of Great Britain, on which connection the 
interests' and happiness of both nations essentially depend: ' 
but. that the kingdom ~f Ireland is a distinct kingdol!l' with 
nparliament of her own - the.sole legislature thereof. That 
there is no body of. men competent to make laws to bind this
nation except the King, Lords and Commons of Irelandt nor 
any other parliament which. h,ath any authority or' power of 
any sort whatsoever in this country.save only the Parliament 
of Ireland.· To assure His Majesty, that we humbly conceive 
that in thisl'ight the very essence of QUI' liberties. exists ;, 
Ii right which we, on the part of all the people of Ireland, do 
claim a!) their birthright, and which we cannot yield bllt 'with 
our lives. ' . . . . 
, To ,assure ,His .Majesty, that we have seen with concern, 
ceitain claims advanced by the Parliament of Great Britajn, 
in. an act entitled. " An. act for the bet~er securing the de-
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pendency of Ireland:" an ad: containing matter entirely irre
concileable to the fundamental rights of this nation. That we 
conceive this act, and the claims it ~dvances, to be the great 
and ploincipal cause 'of the discontents and jealousies in this 
kingd~m. 

To assure His Mnjesty, that His Majesty's Commons of 
Ireland do most sincerely wish that all bills which become 
Jaw in Ireland should receive the approbation of His Majesty 
under the seal of Great llcltain; but that yet we do consider 
the practice of suppressing ~nr bills in the council of Ireland, 
or altering the same any where, to be another just cause of 
discontent and jealousy. . 

To assure His ~ajesty, that an act, entitled " An act for 
th~better .accommodation of H;is Majesty's forces," being 
unlimited indurafion, and defective in other instances, but 
passed in that shape from the particular circumstances of the 
timelt, is another just cause of discontent and jealousy in this 
kingdom. . 

That 'we haye submitted these, the principal causes of the 
present discontent and jealousy of Ireland, an~ r~main in 

. humble expectation of redress. '. 0 

That we have the gr~atest reliance on His Mlljesty's wis
dom, the most sanguine expectations from his virtuous choice 
of a, Chief Governor, and great confidence in the wise, auspi
cious; and cO!1stitutional councils which we see)· with satisluc-· 
tion, His Majesty bas adopted. 
, That we have, m01'eover, a high sense and veneration fot' 

the British character, and do therefore conceive that the 
proceedings of this country, founded as they were in right, 
and tempered by duty,. mnst have excited the apploobation 
and esteem instead of wounding the pride of the British 

'nation. .' 
And ,we beg leave to assure His Majesty, that we are the 

more confirmed in this hope, inasmuch as the people of this 
kingdom have never expressed a desire to share the freedom 
of England, . without declaloing a determination to share her 
fate likewise, standing and faIliJ;lg with the Bdtish nation. , 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Brownlow, Mr. Geo. Pon
sonby, Mr. Hussey Burgh. Mr. Conolly, Mr. Ogle, and Mr. 
Fitzgibbon; who said that he had formerly opposed the declar
ation of right, because he thought it improper and inadequate, 
but d.at now, as the nation was committed to obtain a rC8toratiQn 
of her rights, every man should stand firlll• The question was 
then put upon Mr. Grattan's amendment, which was carried 
unanimously. 
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SPEECH OF tH~ LORD-LIEUTENANT. 

HIS MAJESTY'S ANSWER TO THE DECLARATII~N '01' RIGHTS. 

May 27 •. 1782. 

1"HE House II ad adjourned for three meks to wait for the ans~er 
of His Majesty to the address (If the 16th of April, which set 

forth the Irish claim of right. On this day both Houses attended 
the Lord-lieutenant in the House of Peets, when he delivered the
following speech: 

.' cc My tords and Gentlemen,. 
U It gives me the utmost satisfaction. ,that the first time I have 

-occasion to address you, I find myself enabled, by the magnani
.mity of the, King, and the wisdom of the Parliament of Great.Bri~ 
tain, to assure you,that immediate attention bas been paid to YOilr 
representations, and that the British legislature bave.con.curled in 
a resolution to remove the causes of your discontents ,and jea
Jousies, and are united in a desire to' gratify every wish expressed 
in your late addresses to the throne. ' . 

.. If any thing could add to the pleasure I feel in giving you 
these assurances, it is, that I can accompany them with ,my coo
~ratulations on the 'important and decisive victory gained by the 
fleets of His Majesty over those of our common enemy in the West 
Indies, and all the signal advantage ·obtained by HiS' Majesty's 
arms in the island of Ceylon and on the coast of Coromandel. 

.. By the paper!!" which ill obedience. to His Majesty's com. 
mands, I have directed to be laid befQre you, you will receive 'the 
most convincing testimony of the cordial reception which your 
representations have met with from the legislature of Great Bri
tain; but His Majesty, whose first and most anxious wish is to 
exercise his royal prerogative in such a manner as may be most 
'conducive to the welfare of all his faithful subjects, bas further 
.given it me in command to assure you of his gracious 'disposi
tion to give. his .royal assent to acts to prevent the suppression of 
billll in the privy council of this kingdom, and the alteration at 
them any where, and to limit the duration of the act for the better 
regulatipn and accommodation of His Majesty's forces in tIiis 
kingdom to the term of two years. . , . _ . 

.. These benevolent intentions of His Majesty, and tIle willing
ness of his Parliament of Great Britain to second bis gracious 
purposes,' are unaccompanied by any stipulation or condition 

, whatever. The good faith, the generosity, the honour of this nation 
alford them the stirest pledge of a corresponding disposition on 
your part to promote and perpetuate the harmony, the stability, 
alid the glory of the empire. ' . , 

" On my oW,n part, I entertain not the least doubt but that the 
same 8piri~ which urged you to share the freedom of Great Bri
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tain will confirm you in your determination to share her fate also, 
standing and falling with the British nation." 

Mr. GRATTAN rose,and said, I should desert every prin
ciple upon which I moved the former address, (requiring a 
restoration of tQe rights of I.·eiand,) did I not bear testimony 
to the candid and unqualified manner in which that address 
has been answered by the Lord-lieutenant's speech of this 
day • .I understand that Great Bl"itain gives up IN TOTO every 
claim· to authority over Ireland. I have not the least idea 
that in repealing .the 6th of George the First Great B.·itain 
should be bound to make any declaration that she had 
formerlyustirped a power: no, this would be a foolish caution, 
a dishonourable condition; the nation that insists upon the 
humiliation of another is a foolish nation; Ireland is not a 
foolish. nation. Another part of great· magnanimity in the. 
CQnduct of Britain is, that every thing is given up unco7ldi-. 
tiQ1lalo//: this must for ever remove suspicion. On former 

,occasions, when little acts of relief were done for Ireland, it 
was premised " that it was expe(Jient to do them." No such 
word is now made Uile of: never did a British minister sup
port such honourable claims on such constitutional argu,;, 
ments. With respect to the writ of error, though not men
tioned in· our address, the British minister took it up in the 
most effectual way, and indeed the whole tenor of his conduct 
towards us has been mbst generous· and sincere: we had 
one advantage; he entertained an opinion that Ireland was 
no~ insatiable, though it bad been asserted that I.·eland was 
insatiable; but we are bound to prove tbe falsehood of that 
assertion; 'for as the nation was pledged to itself to obtain a 
restoration of her rights, so now, that ber rights are restored 
liberally and unconditionally, slle is pledged to Great Britain, 
.who, by acceding to our claims, has put an end .to all future 
questions. We have now reCQvered a constitution, and our 
business is not to ad'Dance, but to maintain it. Ireland will 
manifest as much mngnanimityin the moderation by which 
she maintains her constitution, as by the exertions through 
which it has been recovered. The unanimity with which the 
British House of .Commons acceded to our claims ·must for 
ever do them honour; and the single negative in the Lords, 
whilst it in no wise diminishes their praise, has its use; it 
serves to discover, and for ever to exclude from trust or con
.fidenc~ in either nation, the man who could not only oppose 
the interest and happiness of both, but also the ardent wishes 
and d~ires of hi.s sovereign to make his people happy; We 
ought not to forget the able support given by those persons 
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who composed the late administration of Ireland.~· it must be 
highly agreeable to those who compose the present. 

The things so graciously offered' by our sovereign' are the
modification of Poyning's law, and not only the abr.idgment 
of the mutiny bilt in point of duration, but the forming it 011 

the model of. the English. mutiny biII,and prefaC?ing it witb 
a declaration of right. . 

As Great Britain and lier ministcrs .have unconditionally' 
agrecd to the demands of Iretand, I think the spirit of the 
nation is called upon to make an unconditional grant to Eng
land. The' sea is the element which nat~re points as the . 
scene of British glory: it is there· we can most. effectually' 
assist her. Twenty thousand seamen woulll .be a noble sup_· 
port; and we, who have been' squandering the public money, 
in aU the waste of blind extravagance" cannot now' surely 
deem 100,0001. too large a snm, when applied to the common 
defence of the empire:- the sum' is trifling, but the assistance 
of 20,000 Irishmen would be great; and gentlemen will now, 
when they.retire totheir different counties, have a full oppor
tunity in assisting to raise those men,. ofmanifesting their zeal 
for the cc;>mmon eause of Great Britain and Ireland. 

There is also anothet means of support in our power to give to 
Bl'itain, thoug~ it cannot immediately be entered' upon. This 
eountry is most happily. situated for the construction of docks 
and the rendezvous of" shipping:- whatever expense -might be 
incurred· by such' necessary works would be repaid by the 
expenditure of the money amongst. ourselves, and nlight be 
supported. by a prudent and- economical management of tbe 

. public revenues, in the savings of the army, and" in every dif
terent class of extra ordinaries. An. expence of 17 per cent. 
in thecoUcction of the revenue cannot be justified. The 
Commissioners will now see that money is to be paid for 
labour, not for prostitution; therefore let us now enter heart 
and hand into the great work of reformation, . by giving our 
impp-ort to that ministry which has rescued this country from 
oppression, and will re8cue it from corruption. Oli this 
principl~ I shall move you an address, devoid' of all, that fu~
some panegyric so commonly offered to majesty;' for I think 
that truth will be the highest compliment to him.". ",:' .; 

Mr. Grattan th'en moved, That an humble address' be 
'presented to His Majesty, . . . '. 

To assure His Majesty of our unfeigned affection' to his 
royal person and government; ·that we feel most sensibly 
the attention which OUl"' representations have received from 
the magnanimity of His Majesty, and the wisdom of the 
Parliament of Great Britain. . 
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To asSure His Majesty that we conceive the resolution 
for an unqualified, unconditional repeal of the 6th ;r George 
the First to be a measure of consu~mate wisdom and justice, 
~uitable to the dignity and eminence of both nations, exalting 
the character of both, and furnishing a, perpetual pledge of 
mutual amity! , 

,To assure His Majesty that we al'esensibly affected by his 
virtuous determinati,on to accede to the wishes of his faith
f\Il people, and to exercise his roya~ prerogative in a manner 
most conducive to their, welfare; and accordingly we shaH 
immediately prepare bills to" carry into execution the desires 
of His, M,ajest,r'speople, and his own most benevolen~ 
purposes. , ' 

That gratified in those particulars, we do ,assure His 
Majesty, that m) constitutional question, between the two 
nations wiII any longer exist, which can interrupt their har
mQny; and that Great Britain~ as she has approved of our 
firllmesS, so may she rely on our affection. , . 

That w~ remember, and do repeat our determination to 
stand and fall with the British nation.-

That we perceive, with pleaI?Ul;e, t~e ,magnanimity of His 
l\fajesty to dis'claim the little policy of making a bargain with 
his people; and fe,eling wjth pI'ide the c;onfidence he reposes 
in, th~ good faith, gene1:osity, and honour of the Irish nation, 
we answer with all humility~ that ftis Majesty entertains a 
just sense, of our character; Common intei'est, pe,rpctual 
connection, ~he rE;cent condlJct of Great Britain, a Jlative 
~dfection to the British name pnd nation, together with the 
constitution which we hav~ recovered, and the high reputation 
which, we possess, must ever decide the wishes- as well as the 
interest of Ireland, to perpetuate the harm oilY, stability, and 
glory of the empire. Accordingly, we assure His l\lajesty, 
that we learn~ with singular satisfaction,' the account of his 
brilliant successes in the East and West Indies, gratified at 
one and the same instant in our dearest wishes, - the fre~ 
dom of Ireland and glory of. Great Britain. , 

That we cannot omit expressing our gratitude to His 
Majesty for, appointing the Duke of Portland to the govern
ment of this kingdom. 

That we are convinced his representations were faithful, 
vigorous, and beneficial. We are acquainted with his cha
racter; and, relying on hili upright and frugal adlDinistration, 
'make no doubt that a, free people, and unconupt parliament, 
win, unite to give a constitutional chief governor decided 
liupport. 

That we have presumed to lay before His Majesly OU1' 
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genuine sentiments on the ehange of our situation., His 
Majesty will receive them as the voluntary, unstipulated tribute 
of a freesnd grateful people." 

Mr. Brownlow seconded the motion. Some objections were 
made to the words.· Ie that no constitutional -que'stion can any 
longer exist which could interrupt the harmony which exists be. 
tween the two nations," lest that passage might be construed 
to preclude any future address on matters that ~ight require regu
lation or amendment. Some observations were likewise made OB 
the speech of Mr. Fox in the British House of Commons, in which 
he was represented as maintaining the right of Great Britain to 
external legislation over Ireland: Mr. Flood alluded to this; but 
at the same time declared be did not entertain a murmur of dis
content. 

, The Address was theD agreed to by the entu-e House, with 
the exception of the Recorder (Sir Samuel Bradstreet), and 
Mr. Walshe. _. 

The following Address was then voted to the Lord-lieutenant. 

.Ie May it please Your Grace; 
cc We, His Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, tlle Com

mons of Ireland m parliament assembled, be~ leave to express 
our most unfeigned acknowledgments for your excellent speed, 
from the throne; and we do beseech Your Grace to be assured 
that these are not the trite expressions of mere formal duty, but. 
the pure effusions of genuine gratitude from a fTee people to a 
Chief Governor, who has announced fTom the throne the ratjftcafio1t 
qf their freedom. descended from a line of constrtutional ancestors, 
inheriting their principles with their blood. _ . 

.. The appointment of Your Grace to the government of tJUscountry 
was an earnest given, by Ii beneficent prince, of those gracious inten
tions which he has si!lce so fully manifested to his people; and amidst 
the entire satisfaction which we experience from the important in
formation which Your Grace bas been pleased to communicate, we 
canno~ but. rejoice that the name of Bentinck, so intimately con· 
nected witb the great !era of British liberty, will be handed down 
to tbe latest posterity, inseparably blended with the full and pet
tect establishment of' t1~e constitution of Ireland; anll we have 
the best Ibunded expectation that a nobleman, in whose virtues both 
countries have the justest confidence, will for ever cement those 
friendly and affectionate dispositiontl, which it is our earnest wish 
should at all times mutually continue between the two countries." 

This Address was presented to tbe' Lord-lieutenant by botb 
Houses. They proceeded from the House of Parliament to the 
Castle in a manner unusually splendid, and amidst the numerous 
files of volunteers whQ lined the streets on the occasion. 
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. To this Address His Excellency, on the 30th, retu17Ded the fol-
l~wing answer: ' . 

" Gentlemen, 
.. I return you my most sincere thanks for your kind and alfec

tionate Address, and receive, with singular pleasure, your animatell 
and honourable expressions of gratitude and entire satisfaction, 
arising from those declarations which the benign wisdom of His 
Majesty SIld the British Parliament has enabled me to make from 
the throne. I shall think myself fortunate indeed if the period of 
my administration in this country shall prove the IEra of reciprocal 
and inseparable affection between Great Britain and Ireland, - all 
liera sacred to every friend, and formidable to every enemy, of the 
British empire." 

The Anftler'w His Majest!J to theAJdress W the 16th W April. 

"Gro~B& . 
" His Majesty J'eceives with pleasure the assurances of the 

House of Commons of Ireland, of their unshaken attachment to 
bis person and family. 

" It gives His Majesty the highest satisfaction to observe, that ill 
, their opinion, in which His Majesty perfectly concurs, the consti
tutional connection between Great Britain and Ireland is essential 
to the interests and happiness of both nations, and that it is the 
determination oC bis people of Ireland to share the fate of, aDd 
to stand and fall with, the British nation. . 

.. His Majesty conceives that these principles cannot fail to con
tribute tQ the accomplishment of his earnest desire to remove all 
cause of discontent and jealousy; with that view His Majesty has 
recommended this weighty and important subject to the con
sideration of his Parliaments of both kingdoms, trusting that their 
united wisdom will suggest· such measures as may terminate in a 
final adjustment to their mutual satisfaction. . 
.... With the same view His Majesty intends forthwith to com. 

municate to the Lords and Commons of Great Britain the addresses 
Of th~ Lords and Commons of Ireland. .1 G. R." 

The Answer W His Majest!J to tIle AUre" Wthe 27th C!I Ma!J. 

"GEORGE R. 
, "His Majesty has received with the most sincere satisfactiun, 
the dutiful and loyal addl'es8 of his House of Commons of Ire
Jand: His Majesty assures his faithful Commons of his affectionate 
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acceptance of their grateful acknowledgments, for' the attention 
which His Majesty and the Parliament of Great Britain have 
shown to their representations, and which ther so justly consider 
as furnishing a l'erpetual pledge of mutual amity; .. 

.. The declarations of the House of Commons, that no const~
tutional question between the. two nations will any longer exist 
that can interrupt their harmony, and that Great Britain may rely 
on their affections, are very pleasing to His Majesty. ' 

.. His Majesty is fully convinced, by their present professions of 
entire satisfaction and dutiful attachment, that His Majesty always 
entertaiul.!d a just sense of their character: the zeal which they 
bave shown to. perpetuate the harmony, and their determinations 
to uphold the 'glory of the empire, justify His Majesty for ha~ing, 
on his part, given the most unequivocal proofs of hiS r0l'al con
fidence in the honour and good faith of the Irish nation • 

. ' ' "G. R." 

It was then resolved, i, That. an address be presented to the' 
Lord-lieutenant, requesting that a day of public thanksgiving may 
be appointed, to return thanks to Divine Providence for the many 
blessings of late bestowed on tltis kingdom, and particularly for 
that union, harmony, and cordial affection happily subsisting be
tween thi two kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, whose 
interests are inseparably the same." . 

, The following measures were then proposed,. and passed with-
out opposition. ' " 

Mr. Grattan moved, cc That a sum of 100,000/. be granted, to 
raise 20,000 seamen for His Majesty's fleet.·' 

He brought in a bill to punish mutiny and desertion, and to re;' 
peal the perpetual mutiny act. -, 

,He also brought in a bill to reverse erroneous judgments and 
decrees. (This included writs of error, and settled the final' 
judicature of Ireland). ' ' 

Mr. Yelverton brought in a bill to repeal Poyning's law •• 
Mr. Forbes brought in a bill for securing the independence of 

the judges, and the impartial administration of justice,.by milking 
their commissions during good behaviour. 

Sir Edward Newenharu brought in a bill to secure the freedom. 
of , elections, by excluding certain revenue officers from voting 
thereat. . 

Mr. Fox introduced into tbe British House of Commons a bill 
to repeal the 6th of GeQrge the First. . , 

All these respective measures became the law of the land; and 
thus was effected, without, bloodshed, a great revolution. The 
political situation of Ireland underwent a total change. and her 
liberties and independence were finally recovered. 
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GRANT TO' MR. GRATTAN. 

Ma9 :n. 1782. 

ON the 27th. Mr. BagenaJ (member for 'tbe county of Carlow) 
proposed that a grant should be made to Mr. Grattan. for the 

fierVlces he had rendered the country. He rose, and said: 
.. I congratulate this country, we have at last got that liberty 

which all free nationuhould possess ,: it is our birthright, and in 
our meridian there is no life without it: our existence now be
gins, and will dep.end upon what use we make of the population and 
wealth that will result from the advantages ofa free, constitution • 

.. I congratulate England: instead of a nominal ora repugnant 
dependant, ahe has now a powerful, faithful ally~_ one that she 
can never exist without. 

" I congratulate His Majesty: he has conciliated three millions of 
'such subjects as must make him happy: men as willing to be loyal 
a.s they are determined to be free • 

.. I congratulate His Majesty's ministers also: they may now 
depend upon such support as they ought always to 'ook for. 
Ana to whom does the empire owe all this? to a man. principally. 
who is resolved to take no reward from government. I will not' 
pretend to say he was wrong, though I know that Bueh merit 
ought to be distinguished in every mannel' that is possible., Shall 
every body have what they ought to have~ except him alone. to 
whom every individua! in. t~is empire is so !Duch indebted, and by 
whose example every Illdlvldual III the uDlverse may be so much 
benefited ? ~e has saved this empire from an iron age, and haa 
restored an unequivocal golden one. By our affectionate alliance 
with England, we shall not only be benefited ou ... elves, but shall 
see a sister.country .reviv.e, without any painfld repining or, ap
prehensions for her prosperity • 

.. In these happy circumstances in which he has placed us, (though 
I honour evtlry private compliment. for such I may call those 
.that I see paid to our illustrious benefactor,) I believe there is 
,no man that would not blush to think a Grattan's child. might. 
point at a statue or monument that has often been dedicated to 
slender or problematical merit, and say, • That was my father's, 
your benefactor's, only reward: I have, therefore, a motion to 
make, which might appear like presumption in me, as it ia of 80 

much importance to tbe glory and interests of this kingdom, if I 
could suppose that any member of the British empire could give 
it a negative; it is, That we should take into consideration what 
sum we should grant for the purpose of purchasing a seat, and 
building a suitable mansion, for our great benefactor, in testimony 
of our gratitude for the unequalled services that he has done for 
this kingdom. Were we to omit this, or were we to do it in a mall
ner unsuitable to the situation he has raibed U8 to, we libould be very 
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ungrateful, and never might we expect that a blessing could 
attend it • 

.. It must be needless to say any thing ,in favour of such a mea
sure, or I would not dare to be the mover of it. , J will ()DIy add, 
that, ,as he has left nothing undone that iS,material to the prospe
rity of thill kingdom, it can no more lay a precedent for hurtful 
grants of thl,) same nature hel'e than Blenheim did in G:reat 
B,ritain., _ 

" Far be it from me to compare eVjln the services of Marlhorollgl. 
to those for which we' stand indebted ': we have no deductions to 
make from' our gratitude. " Without delay, without any public ex
pense, his efforts have been timed, and conduc;:ted with so much 
wisdom. -"- and the appearance of such a being on earth was so 
essential to the establishlDent of liberty at this most critical junc
ture • ...,.., that without superstition, men may well record him amongst 
the most propitious interpositions of Heaven. . 

" He has crowned his work; and under his ausptces the throne of 
fr~edom is fixeel on so certain a basis, ~md will probably be always 
so well supported by ~he due influence the public are likely to ac
quire under his system, that. with the blessing of God, there is 
~o danger of Pal'liament itself ever being able to shake it. , 

"I, am ,conscious I mus~ have anticipated men infinitely better 
qualified to bring such, a measure forward: one excuse I have; 
for. it is not the impatient wish that every body must h,ave to see 
such a character exalted; not any little vanity to distinguish my-

• s,elf; but. as I ~ever }:lad any private acquaintance. no .... private 
conversation with our great benef~ctor, I thougbt it might come 
as well from one from whom he could not have any intimation 
of the subject, 8lI fro~ the most distinguished personage he is . 
acq~ainted with.' . 

"Virtqe, to, bEl sure. is its ow~ reward; and w~ know that our 
generous . \>enefa.c~or is, in his· own sphere of happiness. ·content. 
But shall we be eon,tent withou~. doing our duty ? ~haU we be 
ungrateful? , ' 

" Gratitude seems to be a virtue peculiarly adapted-to nations 
tba~ have received such benefits I;lS ours, It is often neglected by 
individuals, because i~ is often out of tl)eir power to be as grate
ful as they wish. We, I t,rll~t, sball never have suck anotner op
portunity of exercising OUfS. God forbid we shoul,l"let this pass! 

CI To-morrow, after the grant to His Majesty is settled. and after 
a proper thanksgiving is offered to H!!aven for the happy recovery 
of our rights, 1 will move, • That the House do resolve itself into 
a committee, to take into cqnsideration what sum we should grant 
for the purchasing an estate, and building a suitable mansion, for 
our illustrious benefactor, Henry Grattan, Esq., and'his heirs for 
ever. in testimony of our gratitilde for the unequalled service that 
he has done for th~ kingdom of Irel~D(V .. , . 

Mr. Gal'dirier rose to express a wiljh to have the motion post
poned, until it would be, honoured wi~h the cO~Gurrence of the 
fullest House. ' 
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Mr. Bagen~lgave notice that he would make the motion on the 
Wednesday following. . . . 

Mr. Grattan having made an attempt to speak, his words were 
drowned in the cry of Adjourn! adjourn! After which the House 
adjourned. . 

On the 29th, Mr. Bagenal moved," That this House will,.to-mor
row morning, resolve itself into- a committee of the whole lIouse, 
to take into consideration what sum of money it may be necessary 
to grant for the purpose of purchasing an estate, and building a 
mansion'to be settled on Henry Grattan, Esq., in such manner as' 
the committee shall think fit, in testimony of our gratitude for the 
unequalled services that he has done this kingdom." 

On the 30th, the order Clf the day being read, Mr. Bagenal rose, 
and said, That when a sum of any magnitude wall to be granted, 
there were three things to be considered, - justice, economy, and' 
the dignity of the nation. In justice, we must consider what the 
grantee's services were, and what he would have made in his pro
fession, if he had attended to it as closely as be has done to the 
interests of the public. He ··said, that men of .inferior abiJi~ies to 
our benefactor might have made 50,000l., and that in a few years 
he might double it, if he was to dedicate himself to that pursuit, 
instead of superintending the constitution, which he bad established 
fo~ us.' As to economy, can any body doubt but that he will 
employ his fortune, as he has done his ability, for the good of the 
public? What we were going to grant, if done handsomely, 
would operate as the most economical and noble bounty t it would 
be very bad economy indeed to stint such a steward. As to the 
glory of the nation, we are still in wretched circumstances, if we 
cannot alford to grant a sum competent to do ourselves credit, and 
to give leisure with dignity to our worthy benefactor, to dedicate 
himself solely to the welfare of the public. He then made his 
motion, .. That 100,0001. be granted for the purpose of purchasing 
an estate, 'and building a mansion, for Henry Grattan, Esq., and 
the heirs of his body:' 

Sir Henry Cavendish said,' Mr. Grattan's own delicacy would 
not permit him to accept of such a sum. He declared himself as 
$trong an .advocate for the proposition as any gentleman in the 
House, because, in his opinion, Mr. Grattan had revived the name 
of patriot, and patriotism. He was willing to give him an ample 
sum: half the money moved for would purchase 2,0001. per year, 
and 10,000/. would be amply suflident to erect a house, alld pro- • 
cure a ptoper equipage • 
. Mr. Osborne declared he felt asensiblE1 1>leasure in supporting 
a motion which tended to promote the honour of the kingdom, as 
it would be a record to future ages, that an Irishman had rescued 
the constitution of the nation. Britain has paid such a tribute to 
the memory of Lord Chatham, who had laved one kingdom. \Vhat 
then must be due to their greater Grattan, wh., had restored the con
stitution of three kingdoms? Whatever reward they would bestow, 
it would not· equal his merit. :riley lihould mak.: tbe reward or 
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virtue as ample as possible, which, in every instance to the con .... 
trary where corruption had been gratified. should meet their in
·di~nation. ' ,,' . , 

Mr. Denis Daly paid a tribute of admiration to the conduct of 
Mr. Grattan; but he thought it better to suit the, reward to the 
moderation of his desires, than to the greatness of his merit
He begged of the House not to force that mOlleration; fQr he 
was convinced. if the sum moved for should be voted, the gentle-, 
man would return part of it into the coffers of the slate; and i( 
they put him to that necessity, tlley might easily conceive what 
part of it he ,,'ould return.' . ' 

Mr. Alexander Montgomery said, he was proud' tlley had struck 
out the way of stimulating men to become true patriots; but at a 
time that the nation was, in debt, and distress at their dool'~ th!!y. 
should seriously think of their grants, though he ,lid not mean to 
oppose the present. .The distresses which threatened the poor iIi 
the ensuing winter might possibly call for every resource the 
House could furnish. They had been mean enough to accept of 
50,OOOl. from England, which still remainep unpaid; 50.0001. was, 
granted that day, and 100.000/. yesterday: he thought it too much; 
and they should be just as well as generous. ' 

Mr. Cuffe thought n~ rewar~ too great for the obligations due 
to Mr. ~rattan; but he was certain he would not accept of the 
sum proposed; nor circumstanced as it was~ could the nation well 
bear such a grant.· . ' 

" Sir Boyle Roche said, that the House had ,only anticipated the 
desires of the people, who~ if Parliament had neglected to rewud 
their benefactor, would certainly have petitioned; in his behalf. 
What exalted Rome to greatness. but the care she took to rewar,1 
virtue, and to distinguish those who distinguished themselves in 
her serv.ice. England has followed her example: she rewarded the 
Duke of Marlborough. she rewarded the Earl of Chatham, but we 
have more abundant cause to reward our great patriot; and if 
yesterday it was right to vote 100.0001. to England for restoring, 
our rights. surely this day it is right to vote the same sum to hinl 
who caused that restoration. ' 

Mr. Bagenal did not think the nation in such a situation but 
that they might promise more for raising troops. Ireland was like 
an heir in the prospect of a good fortune. and like minors, they 
might venture to spend a little before they 'come to their estate. 
When Ile made the motion, he could not for the dignity of the 
nation think of a less sum; but as gentlemen differed with him on 

-that headF and as it came from Mr. Grattan's particular friends, he 
should alter his motion to 50,0001. ' 

Mr. George Oghr said he entirely concurred in conferring a 
reward so justly due to such exalted merit: h,e hoped this country' 
would never incur the reproach that was cast upon Athens who 
rewarded her saviour (Miltiades) with a picture. " 

Mr. Montgomery of Cavan expressed his concurrence. 
Mr. Conolly said he had great pleasure in bestowing a reward on 
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. that excellent man, whose eloquence could only be equalled by 
his integrity. He might,he said, be truly called the saviour of 
his c!,untry. He was not mu~h used to panegyric; but he ~as 
bappy to inform the House, that the Lord-lieutenant did most 
perfectl.v coinbnIe in their generous intentions, so congenial to his 
own feelings; and that the memory of such great events might be 
perpetuated, he wished to relinquish to the object of the nation's 
esteem that house in the park, which Parliament had lately pur
chased for the country residence of His Majesty's representative. 
This house, properly furnished, with an annuity of 2500l. secured 
by act of parliamenf to Mr. Grattan and his heirs, would be a 
handsome grant, and less burdensome to the nation than the 
50,0001. proposed. He knew the mind of the gentleman in question, 
"and was certa!n that nothing could be so distressing to him as to 
distress the kingdom. 

Mr. Metge hoped they would not confine the sum, but leave it 
at large to the individual to possess in what manner he pleased, or 
at least confine it to his male line. Ifbe should leave male heirs, 
the public would be gratified in the possessors, but if he should 
have female heirs they might marry beneath the dignity of their 
father'; and in such case, if it were possible, it would make him 
unhappy to know thl; national bounty should turn to such a channel. 
His idea was to leave it to Mr. Grattan's own disposal, for he knew 
his generosity was such, that nothing coullJ give him greater plea
sure than to let this bouftty revert to that public from whose bands 
he received it. ' • 

"fhe Provost observed, that every, one wished to manifest his 
approbation of Mr. Grattan's merit, by agreeing to the address 
proposed; He was convinced his right honourable friend (Mr: 
Conolly) had not any desire to alter the intention of the House. 
'Vhat he had proposed was but an effort of his zeal; nor could it, 
be wondered at that the friend of His Grace the Lord-lieutenant, 
should speak his warm Rnd grateful feelings to that restorer of the 
rights of Ireland. ' The idea of offering him the residence pro
vided for vice-royalty could never be offensive; that, togetller 
with 25001., was much more than was demanded, though by no 
means as much as was merited. How ~reat his merit was, indeed, 
he could not express, but would say With the poet, 

.. \Vords would but wrong the gratitude we owe." 
The sovereign should be Jeft the opportunity of rewarding 80 

great and useful a subject. Lord Chatham, besides 20,000/. ad
vanced for paying his debts, received a grant of 8000/. alear first, 
and 40001. a-year was confirmed to his family after; an great 118 
the abilities of Lord Chatham wl!re, he was not so deserving as 
the object of the present motion. 

The Right Honourable Mr. Fitzpatrick said, he did not rise to 
give even the shadow of opposition to an address, as honourable 
to that House as it was to the gentleman in whose favour it was 
moved; on the contrary, it met with his warmest approbation. 
The gel~tleman who was the $uhject of the present motion, he not 
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only held ill tlle bighest ~ersonal esteem, b~t his ell I cter !tf~s': 
weU known and respected lR every country In Europe ere~jJ,( 
therefore, to let this motion pass in silence" it might be ~ 
sullen acquiescence. ~ 

The address was unanimously passed. 
On the SIst, the report from the committee'was agreed to. ic Tlta ' 

an humble address be presented to His Grace' the Lord-lieute
nant, that he will be pleased to lay before His Majesty the humble 
desire of this House, that be will direct the sum of 50,000/."10 be 
laid out in the purchase oflands in this kingdom. to be settled on 
Henry GI'Ilttan, Esq., and his heirs, in testimony of the gratitude 
of this nation for his elninent an(l unequalled services to this king
dom; and that this House will make good tbe same." 

Ordflred. that such members -of this House as are of His Ma
jesty's most honourable privy council do attend His Grace the 
Lord-lieutenant with the said address. and lay the same before 
His Grace as the address of this House. ' 

SIMPLE REPEAL. 

loflC.FLOOD·S MOTION RESI'ECTING THE SIMPLE REPEAL QF TUE 
, DE,CLARATORY ACT OF THE SIXTH OP GEORGE 'I:HE FIRST. 

June 140. i 782. 

ON the 11th June, Mr. Flood stated. that a bill to repeal tile 
6th of George the First; which claimed the right on the part of 

En .. land to make law for Ireland, had been brought into the English, 
Ho~se; tbat he objected to its being a simple repeal. as that was 
not a renunciation of the principle. and did not preven,t its revival 
at any future period; the mere repeal ofa declaratory law did not 
alFect the principle, it left the law where it found it; that a renun
ciation of the claim was necessary for Ireland. and that it became 
requisite to obta~n legal securi~y against the resumption o.f the 
right: he accordmgly movell. with reference to the connectIOn of 
the two kingdoms, the following resolution: .. That a solid basis of 
permanent connection does at present subsist between Gl'eat Dri
tain and Ireland. inasmuch as they must by law always hav~ one 
common sovereign, and that the approbation of that sovereign 
under the great seal of England must tie had to any bill before it 
can become law in Ireland." -

Mr. Yelverton dilFered in flpinion from Mr. Flood: the motion 
was generally opposed; and Mr. Daly moved the order of the day. 
which wa~ carried without a division. 

, • For this speech of Mr. FI~od'~, see ~ppendilt, 
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On this day (the ath) Mr. Grattan mentioned that an act had 
passed in the British 'Parliament within a few days, permitting the 
Importation of specified goods from certain islands into any of the 
ports of His Majesty's dominions. He conceived though Ireland 
was not named, yet she was comprehended; he mentioned the cir
climstance merely in order that greater care' should be taken in 
future in wording similar acts; at the same time, he was convinced 
it was not intended that Ireland should be included in the act 
alluded to, as, by the repeal of the 6th of George the First, the 
claim of legislation was done away; and he depended more on the 
faith of England than on the mere repeal of the act of George the 
First, because England was !low pledged to this country by the 
firm compact,-Of (he faith of nations. Mr. Fitzpatrick said ihat there 
was·a difficulty ill wording the act mentioned by Mr. Grattan. To 
except Ireland by name would have had an invidious IIppearance. 
and to eQumerate every place in His Majesty's dominio,ns would 
have been uncertain and almost impossible; but it was at the time 
cl~arlyunderstood that the act did not apply to Ireland, and that the 
claiin and exercise of the usurped power was extinguished for ever. 
Mr. Flood then rose; he Sl;lid. that the act impliedly did include 
Ireland; that the repeal of the 6tl1 ot' George the First did not 
surrender the right claimed by England to bind Ireland; til at the 

,mere repeal of a declaratory act did not renounce the principle; 
and that nothing but a final renunciation' of the principle would 
afford to Ireland adequate security :he therefore moved. " Tha.t 
the opinion of all the judges be desired on the following question: 
• Does the ,repeal of the declaratory act amount. in legal con
struction, 'to a repeal or renunciation of the legal principle on 
which the declaratory act grounded itself?'" Mr. Fitzgibbon said, 
he bad foreseen all these difficulties before: it seemed as 'if England 
would not yield any thing that appeared to disclaim her assumell 
right over this country, and it was better to insist on a renunciation 
now. 

Mr. Yelverton opposed the motion', and declared that Mr. Flood 
was totally mistaken. , 

Mr. GRATTAN said, If the security that the honourable gen.' 
tleman desires be'a British statute, I reject it: I would reject 
Magna Charta under a British statute. We have not come to; 
England for a charter, but with '0 ,charter; and we have asked 
her to cancel ,all her declarations made in, opposition to it. 
This is the true idea of the situation of Ireland: - no man will 
be content with less than a free, constitution; and I trust rio 
man~ilf be' frantic enough to hazard that, in attempting to 
gain more. I should have been pleased if tbe renunciation of 
the claim had been made, but as it is, I tbink the repeal of the 
Gth of George the First, to every ingenuous, rational, and 
ho~est man, must show tbat England is sincere, and by giving 
up the final jurisdiction, Ilhc has scarcely left a possibility 
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of renewing her claim. There are certain rights inllerent in 
parliaments which they cannot relinquish or give up. Now, 
though the present Parliament of Great Britain has renounced 
all claims to bind Ireland, -yet a man who has a mind to 
argue with impossibilities, may say, We are not secure, because 
a future English parliament may think themselves entitled to 
exercise a power which their predecessors could not relinquish. 
Thus we may go on with a spirit of insatiety, supposing i(}eal 
dangers, and finding food for perpetual discontent, if, when 
matters are brought to a final adjustment, gentlemen choose 
to break new ground, and go into f~lther discussion. .our 
address went to obtain from England a renunciation; and she 
has yielded that, in the late repeal, which is, in fact, a repeal of 
the principle itself. Our own act expressly cut off the Eng
Jish fr9m tbe power of making any future laws to bind this 
kingdom. We asked but a repeal of tlte acl, and ~he act was 
repealed; and yet, after all tltis, the matter is' now to be 
opened afresh. Can any thing be more dangerous, after the 
treaty is concluded, than to think of such a measure? After 
the faith of England bas been pledged, with a full recantation 
of ber assumed power I The two pl'inciples by which I gui(}ed 
myself in this business are accomplished; tbe first, to obtain 
liberty for Ireland; and the second, to obtain that liberty 

, with as little chance of danger as possiWe. But, from the 
. very emphatic manner in which the right honourable gentle
man has spoken, and the very strong figures in which he has 
conveyed bis language, it would seem as if tile nation was 
called on to believe that tbe country bad been betrayed, -and 
that the right bonourable gentleman was the only ma~ wbo 
could be found to stand up for the constitution. 

The order or the day was then called for, and carried; and 
Mr. Flood's motion was consequ~ntly lo~t. _ 

Mil. PLOOD'S MOTION RESPECTING THE D1O:CLARATORY ACT 01' 
THB 6TH OP GEORGE THE PIRST. 

Jul!j 19. 1782. 

ON ~he 17th Mr. Flood expressed himself dissatisfied with W)I~t 
had been done regarding the. independen~ of the country. ~e 

said. that his object was to obtam!egal security! he gave notice 
that he would bring forward a questIOn on the subJect on the 19th, 
and this day he made bis promised motion. He recapitulated the 

YOL. I. - L 
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arguments that he had used before, and considered that legal security 
was the best security. that could be obtained. The crowns of the 
two kingdoms were already united by an Irish law, declaring that 
whoever wore the i~perial crown of England should also wear the 

. imperial crown of Ireland: his object now was, to secure the rights 
of Parliament as well as th~se of the Crown, as he thought the 
late transactions totally inadequate to the security of the rights 
of Ireland: the 6th 'of George the First was a declaratory law; and 
a declaratory law 'only stated what the law previously was, but 
did not enact a new law, and therefore left the law as it stoOll 
before: he accordingly moved, "That leave be given to bring ill 
heads of a bill for declaring the sole and exclusive right of the 
Irish Parliament to make- laws in all cases whatsoever, internal 
·aHd external, for the kingdom of Ireland." This was supported 
by Mr. English,. Mr. Brown, and Mr •. Walsh: it was strongly op
posed by Mr. Bagenal, Mr. Brownlow, Mr. Ogle, Mr, Bushe, 
Mr. Hartley, and Mr. Yelverton: they said that Mr. Flood had 
very properly called it the shadow of English legislative authority, 
and that his bill would go to admit, that the right to legislate for 
Ireland had existed in England. and to deny that the right to self
legislation was inherent in Ireland: the ablest lawyers were of 
opinion. that the repeal of the 6th of George the First was suf
ficient; Mr. Flood himself had admitted it by his vote of the 16th 
of April and 27th of May; that it was idle to call for the renun
ciation of a power that was abandoned; the bill which he suggested 
was a most injurious measure; it went to excite discontent and 
create doubts wheli the people were satisfied, when /l universal joy . 
existed throughout the country. and after they had obtained all 
that England could give, and all that 'Ireland had demanded. 

Mr. GRATTAN rose, and said; I wish the subject had not 
been renewed. Whatever was the original question, that 
question exists no longer; to renew it, makes this House the 
theatre of envy, ostentation,. and egotism, and wastes the 
public time by reviving a subject which liberty does not deter
mine, because liberty did not. excite, and which is continued 
by the passions that· engendered it - rancour and disap
pointed ambition. 

I enler on it therefore with peculiar reluctance, but with 
this justification. that were I to- decline the question, I should 
betray the defence, - the defence of myself and others, who 
took an early, active, and uniform part in the recovery of 
your liberties, when those who have been clamorolls of, late, 
were silent. 

I will state why this House and die whole nation did. at 
first expect that Great Britain should relinquish her claim of 
legislative supremacy over the kingdom of Ireland by the re
peal of the act wherein that -claim was advanced, namely, the 
6th of George the First, because this act contained the prin-
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ciple expressly,. because. the _ act qf course. put the claim' in 
issue, becausetlle repear was fhen the natural and technical 
manner of doing away the claim. 

, Gentlemen will please, for a moment, to recur to fault very 
important periods, first; when Mr. Eden, in tbe British 
House of Commons, moved for a repeal of the 6th of George 
the First, without R preamble, and with a "eserve of that par:t 
which went to the judicature. Mr. Eden was in fact no longer' 
secretary; his friends were no longer ministers : he. went to_ 
England to give to the false, and to take from the new miniS" 
try the glory of relinquishing the legislative supremacy of 
England over Ireland; and what method did he take? '- Re-
peal without preamble. ' 

. It has been said, that the repeal was not argued on the 
principle: the assertion is tota:lly uftfounded: almost every man 
of every party spoke on that day who speak on any day; and 
they argued the motio}} on the principle only. "He is come 
over post, (they said), to ceqe the dearest rights of the British 
n.ation." How? by the repeal, -repeal without preamble. No
body then· said it was doing nothing:' no man on cithe.r side 
said so: the proposition was received in the British House of 
Commons as tlie account of it was received by the Irish na

. tion - as a proposition to cede the legislative power of Eng-
iand over the 'kingdom' of .Ireland: the principle was thus 
conceived to be put in issue. . -

The next period to which I refer was a few weeks after this 
motion;. the 16th:of April, 1782. I remember well the de
bates of that day: I ventured to recite a certain. list of mea

. sures; I have that identical paper now in my hand, from one 
tittle of which I have not depal"ted .. Such a modifieationof 
the law of Poynings as took from one Council. the power to 
suppress, and from both-the power to alter Irish bills. ..A,. 
mutiny bill, limited to two years, with the articles of war re
cited, and the declaration of right p,"efixed, the restoration of 
6nal judicature; both atlaw and equity, the repeal of.the 6th 
of. George the First in Iota. Did any man then say that the 
repeal would do nothing? Has any man who sat silent 
·then, a: right to tell us, that the repeal did nothing ? but of 
all, that man ,who afterwards said "the repenl liberated the 
hands of the king," - expressly, in so many words, -" liber
ated the hands of the king 1" Has any man a right to sit on the 
watch, and wait the event of measures, with a malignant reserve, 
if measures fail, to condemn their extravagance; and jf they 
succeed, to exclaim at their inadequacy? Did.any man then 
talk of renunciation? Had any man then said, that an ex
'press renunc~ation was necessary, why then, indeed, some 

, L 2 
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further clallse might have been pressed, - not to give you liber
ty,but to prevent such a man from giving you discontent, 
after others had given you liberty. 

lJut ·no such objection was made; the repeal was stated 
then' as the mode of doing. away the claim of England; and· 
in that mode there was a most entire acquiescence. 

I come now to the third period, the 17th of May. When 
the repeal was pr9posed by Mr. Fox in the House of Com
mons, ,it-was a general debate" and every man admitted the 
repeal was aderelictioli of the power. Those who lladbeforc, 
in high strain,asserted the authority of the British Parlia
ment over Ireland, read their recantation then: Mr .. Fox 
was much misrepreSented: he argued on the principle 
entirely; he ceded the authority as entirely, in as express 
terms, as the declaratol'Y a(:t had maintained it: he did not 
reserve extel'llal· legislature: he said no such thing: he said 
that the Parliament of ,England might have 'so exercised its 
legislative authority over .Ireland in externall:ases, to serve 
the empire at large, but, had abused her power in external as 
well as intel'llal cases: he never made two distinct rights, one 
internal and the other external; nor conceived external' cases 
as any else but the exercise of one ,and the same principle of 
legislation, which, he said, was not founded in natural right. 
I have heard accounts of the debate from many of the Irish' 
then present, and all have united in the account I have, 
stated. 

'Mr. Fox published an address ta the freeholders of West
minster about the time of the repeal; and defending the pro
priety of acknowledging the independency of America, he 
writes, "Seethe advantage you have reaped from acknow
ledging the independency of the Irish Parliament: she gave 
you 20,000 seamen." Mr. Fox, in his speech on the Juris
diction Bill, asserted the same principle. Lord Loughborough 
spoke also in this debate: he opposed the repeal; he gave his 
reason, "because theauiliority of the British Parliament fell 
by it;" -..,. by it fell the act of navigation, and several others 
formerly enacted by the British Parliament over the Irish 
,realm. I do not state these ,as records, but as facts; and I 
am the more 'warranted to state -these debates, because they 
have been mis-stated as facts, and then argued from as 're-
cords, and conclusions drawn as impudent as the stating was 
disingenuous; but if debates are an illustration at all of law, 
that illustration should arise from a true, not a fallacious, ac
count of them. 

I now come to the fourth period. When the account came, 
that the 6th of George the First was to be repealed, and the 
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resolutions' at Mr. Fox and 'the Earl'of Shelburne were 
- transmitted. -

You have not forgotten the joy of that moment, nor the 
anxiety of the moment before, when reports were circulated, 
and when doubts were entertained, whether we had .not asked 
too much, chiefly by those who were afterwards ready to say 
we bad asked too little. Let me supposeatl that moment I 

_ had opposed the- general sentiment, and on the 27th had 
declared that the repeal did nothing; I appeal to the candour 
of gentlemen, _ whether they would not have left me in a 
wretched minority ? Would they not have said; that by call
ing for express renunciation. or express recognition; you bring 
on a question of original right, about which we cannot agree, 
and you embarrass the question of present liberty, about 
which we are agreed? _ - -

Would they not have added, that-the restoration of: final 
judicature made it a matter of still less consequencct whether 
England expressly renounced the chUm of making law for us, 
because Ireland became the only judge of what law bound 
her? that the final judicature in the Irish', Parliament was 
a -constant subsisting living security against the,legislatiye 
claims of Great Britain, ,and rendered the -dead security of a 
renunciation nominal? and that, by refusing to accept of the 
repeal, we stopped a system of measures, mutiny bill, &c. &c., 
and risked the living security .for the dead letter ?'- that, if 
express renunciation were eligible 'Words, theY' would follow 
things, and a more fiattering form would come after the sub
,&tance? W-ould not gentlemen have added, that' this· nation 
would not be committed -every day, nor the: public mind, 
already thrown into a fever, tortured once more? But the 
question was tried: the objection to the repeal was started on 
the 27th,when it appeared that the objection was relied OR 

by two only; some, who have been more loud since, were 
silent on this subject then, and vanished. I did most heartily 
acquiesce in-the opinion of an almost unanimous House. • 

It is easy now for men to express their zeal when the difficulty 
is over, and to contend for tis on t~e.ground which .we have 
.made for them. .They who lamented the bringing on a 
_ declaration of right, may, after that declaration and after- the 
repeal, call for a renunciation: whentbe breach is made,>the. 

-coward may enter, I1nd is most likely to be ~he most licentious, 
but bis activity is a pl'oof tbat the business is done, and the 

-.danger is over. - -- _ 
It. is necessary, .beforeI proceed farther, to take notiCe of 

a pamphlet. attributed to a noble IOl'd in the English House
l. 3 
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of 'Commons, and addressed to a high-spirited. COl'PS of 
volunteers, on the legal subject of repeal and renunciation. 
The whole of the pamphlet may be reduced to two positions; 
one of them is as follows: That if a renunciation had been 
asked by those who hall authority to do so 'on the part of 
Ireland, it had been acceded to. What renunciation? not a 
disclaimer of the right; the author does not attempt to say 
it, nor could he say it with truth; for the fact is notoriously 
otherwise, that renunciation could not have ,been obtained 
then, nOl" have you obtailicd it now: no i but the author 
states an act of the British Parliament, renouncing ber right to 
bind Ireland; her right, a renunciation which you would refuse. 
HIs first position then amounts to this, that England was ready 
to give what you lVould not, and ought not, to have accepted. 

,His second proposition states, that the second resolution, 
declaring that, the connection of the countries ought to be 
placed on a solid base, intended as follows: That Great 
Britain would secure by acts of her own the liberties of Ire
land, 'and 'in the meantime would prove her sincerity by the 

. repeal. This is notfounded I it is a strange conception; Eng~ 
land may covenant to restrain her usurpation by her acts; but 
England cannot by her acts secure our liberties: but Eng
land had no such idea. The second resolution intended a 
treaty between the two countries, with a view to secure theiJ' 
co-operation in peaee and war, and the foundation of that re
solution, the necessity of some combining power. The control 
of the British Parliament being at an' end by the repeal, the 
motion did not mean to secure the liberty of Ireland by 
farther acts, but her union; her dependency being at an end 
by the repeal, and a congress, or treaty, being rendered 
expedient as a substitute for a power that was no more, that 
scheme died in its difficulties. 

I ask pardoll for taking up so much of your time on the 
subject of an electioneering Pamphlet. My apology is, ,that J 
have reduced the whole tq two positions; a fallac:ious security, 
aod an'unfounded assertion. 

I shall be always haRPY, when the courtiers of the crown 
becQme courtiers Qf the peopJe: it iii a proof of yourstrengtb,. 
if not of their sincerity, crepa~ ingens Sejanus - idem populus, 

. luec ipsa ~fi)tdanum dicerit kora ..A.ugustum; it is a decided 
signal of your triumph, when YO\l behold the old servants of 
the -court among the worshipping captives of the people. The. 
people of Lisburne have shewn admirable sense on this 00-
casir>n: tbey took the noble advocate for liberty at his word, 
thanked him for hi" services, IIpplauclcd him for hie ~eaJ, and 
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turned him out of his borough and his· county. I have heard 
of many practical jokes, but" I never heard of one that more 
abounded in justice. 

I have stated the reason why the mode of relinquishment 
was by repeal. I shall now trouble you with a few observ
ations on that mode; and first, I must observe, that the ques
tion has been falsely stated. The repeal has been called simple: 
nothing can be more £'llse; the records of both countries give 
the lie· to such a statement: it was hazarded, in the first 
instance, with much effrontery; that gabble was afterwards· 
circulated with industry, .and became the ready cant in every 
·wretched and ignorant publication. The repeal is not simple.; 
the messages of the King, and the resolutions of the English 
Parliament, the addresses of the Irish Parliament, and~ the 
resolutions of the British, are, of necessity, connected with it, 
and make it Ii part of a great and manifold transaction.' 

First, . a message from the King to the respective Houses of 
the· British Parliament, stating that certain discontents bad 
prevailed in Ireland, and proposing them to their mOit serious 
deliberation. 

Secondly, the message of We King to the respective Houses 
of the Irish Parliament, desiring to know the causes of their 
discontents and jealousies. -

Thirdly, the address of the Lords and Commons of Ire,. 
land, protesting against the claim of legislative power in the· 
British Parliament, and the act wherein that claim was· de
clared as the principal cause. 

Fourthly, a mess~ge from His Majesty to the respective 
Houses of the British Parliament, referring that protest of 
Ireland to the consideration of the Parliament of England. 
. Fifthly, a motion in the respective Houses of the British 
Parliament, referring that protest to their committees ap
pointed to sit on the affairs of Ireland. 
. Sixthly, the report of these committees thereupon, that the 
6th of George the First ought to be repealed. 

Seventhly, the message of His Majesty to the respective 
Houses of the British Parliament, informing you that he had 
referred your protest to the Parliament of Great Britain. 

And lastly, copies of the English resolution, that the 6th 
of George the First should be· repealed; laid before you by 
His Majesty's command. 

This is the transaction which bas been called simple, and 
every part of- it is a record; - the message ~f the King tg 

·his English Parliament, to·consider.the state of Ireland, is a 
record. 
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The message of the King to the Irish Parliament, to know 
the causes of your discontents and jealousies, is a record • 

. The address of the Irish Parliament, protesting against the 
claim of England, is a record. 

The message of the King to the Lords and Commons of 
England, referring that protest to their considctation, is a 
record. 

The resolution of both the English Houses, referring that 
protest to their committees, is a record. . 
. The report of th~se committees thereupon, that the .6th of 
George the First ought to be repeated, is a record. 

Repealed on what foundation? on the foundation of your 
protest against the supremacy of the British Parliament? . 

X our address is a protest, and tbeir repeal an assent to it. 
Repealed to accomplish what ? to remove the cause of your 
discontent and jealousy: the principle repealed to accomplish 
what? a final adjustment with Ireland: at whose mediation? 
the mediation of the common sovereign in four addresses to 
his respective parliaments, desiring one parliament to state 
its grievances, and referring that statement to the consider
ation of the other: are not these things so? 

I have in my hand the proceedings of both parliaments, 
extracted from their journals. The man who now calls tllis 
simple repeal, must maintain one or the other of two things ; 
that these proceedings do not relate to the repeal, which is 
nonsense, or that these proceedings are not recorded, l)'hich 

. is false. Do not imagine that nothing is recorded but what 
is in the statute books; the journals anl\ written proceedings 
of each House of Parliament are records, and more legible and 
intelligible than the common law of the land. 

But these records were not aUuded to: many who argued 
most fiercely on the repeal, never read the act repealed, the 
act repealing, nor anyone of the proceedings relating to. it: 
like other records, they were not adverted to; like other 
records, kept enro]]ed among tbe proceedings of Parliament; 
they were not resorted to by those who presumed to- sit in 
judgment upon them; had they not been records, but tran
sitory paragraphs, they had met with a more serious perusal, 
. and a fairer interpretation. 

If you say that the records of one country cannot explain 
the proceedings of another, in this case, I deny it: these ra

. cords are mutually referred to, and are made parts of a joint 
.transaction, parts of the same treaty. 

I appeal to the English journals to prove that your ad
~resses were re.ferred to the Parliament of that country; and 
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to their journals' to prove that their resolutions on those 
addresses were referred to the Parliament of that country; and 
to your journals to prove that their resolutions on those 
addresses were referred to the Parliament of this, and both 
by the commands of His Majesty, as appears from the journals· 
of both kingdoms. 

Your protest is laid before the Parliament of Great Britain 
as the ground of their proceeding; their resol~tions on that 
PI"otest are laid before you as a ground for your proceedings, 
that you may speak your satisfaction with respect to them, 
and this by the King, who interferes to form· and conclude 
the treaty. 

Look to the jurisdiction bill: the right claimed by the . 
addresses of Ireland; doubts have arisen. whether the liberties 
claimed in these addl"esses are secured· by the repeal: here 
your addresses are not recited, but referred to by the Parlia
ment of England as proceedings before them, and as explana
tions of their own act: they make the Irish record explain an 
English act: why? because it was laid before them at the 
repeal, 'and adopted into their proceedings. . 

If it is asked, why should the relinquishment of th~ claim 
of England be the result of a transaction in the nature 'of Ii 
treaty, instead of an express clause in an English act? I an
swer,because we do not word English acts of parliament; 
but if you ask, why I conceived such a relinquishment suffi
cient? I answer, because it is as binding on England asiC it 
had been contained in an express clause. I further say, that 
a solemn recorded transaction between two nations, a treaty 
'carried on' by their parliaments, and recorded on their jour
nals, is more coercive on England than any clause in a statute, 
which, though it reads at once to the public eye, binds only 
the subject, but not the parliament. 
• They who maintain that the repeal did nothing, have the 
force of a number of recorded actions to contend against. 

They must maintain that the King, in four messages to the 
respective Houses of Parliament in both kingdoms, respecting 

. Ireland; meant nothing; that, in referring the Irish protest to 
, the British Parliament, the King meant nothing ; that the 
,two Houses of the British Parliament,' referring that claim to 
their committees, meant nothing'; and that their report there-

.. upon, that the 6th of George the First ought to be repealed, 
:meant nothing. This they cannot say; 'you cannot say they 
: meant nothing; they meant .a cheat, if they did not mean your 
:liberty; and, therefore, 'these gentlemen must determine that 
not one only, but a' varietY of acts, both of the King and Par-" 
liament o~ England, meant. a cheat OD Ireland; that the King, 
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in his application to -both Parliaments; that the King, in his 
reference-of your protest to his Bdtish Parliament; that the 
two Houses of the British Parliament, in their fefel'ence of 
those addresses; that the same Houses afterwards in their 
report ther-eupon, that the act -should be repealed; and after
wards the three estates, King, Lords, and Commons, in passing
the act, were, on these repeated recorded occasions, severally 
and conjoiritly confederated in a premeditated act of fraud 
and villany against the Irish nation : and if that were the 
case, not this but eve1'Y act of the Bl'itish -Parliament would be 
delusive, and the principle of faith and honour cut up by the 
roots between the two nations fOl" ever. -

You are wrong if you think your case is perplexed by these 
manifold transactions: no; they are so many links on the 
British nation, and have, -at so many distant periods, engaged 
the attention, and plighted the faith of England. Let me sup,,: 
pose she should attempt to hind you hereafter: against such 
-a proceeding, you would state the repeal, and the quieting bill; 
but if you wish to aggravate the transactions, you would state 
the circumstancell of the former, and .read them from the 
records of England; that it appears from thence, that His 
Majes(y had, in 1782, himself, of his own accord, interposed on 
the very subject; that he had invited you to state your griev
ances; that he referred the protest against the claim of Eng~ 
.land to the Parliament of the latter country, who had referred 
that protest to committees, and repealed the act of claim there
'upon. This we should read from their journals; and add, that 
the King had transmitted the copy of the resolution, and 
that -Ireland had expressed her satisfaction, and granted her_ 
20,000 seamen. 

We should add, that, to recur to supremacy now was more 
than the repealing a positive statute; -it was to set at nought a 
solemn recorded treaty between the two parliaments, - a treaty 
which gave birth to a revolution which took place, and to the 
concord which should have sealed it, to the extinc::tion of con
fidence, and the generation of a separate existence •. _ 

When an honourable member insisted. "that, from the 
words of this' act, it appeared that England, by the repeal, 
meant nothing," when the same member said, that England, 
by the repeal, "seized on the generous credulity of your na

_ ture," I. was sorry to hear such language. It may be accept
able to a party to have it thought that Great Britain seized on 
your credulity, that they may appear tIte popular informer; 
but such a sentiment poisons the connection for ever •. In: vain 

'will they afterwards talk plausibly to England. and having 
charged ~er with seizing on your generous credulity, speak of 
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ber with the solemn palpable cant of deference and' admira
tion; but they cannot controul the natural mischief of their 
charge by affecting to limit their conception. 

They wish to confine 'the charge within the sphere of their 
envy, . and to say, that we were cheated by England, but that 
she meant fair: but we cannot be the dupe, unless England 
was the cheat i. and tIl at opinion once obtaining~ England, not 
we, will be the immortal object.of diffidence, which occasion.;, 
ally suppressed, will occasionally burst forth in ,endless strife 
and argumentative animosities. "She attempted once to de
ceive; she seized en the generous credulity of our nature;" 
behold a new capse of diseontentand jealousy, which nei
ther the application of the King. nor the accord of the British 
Parliament, -""- no renunciation; no recognitio!J, no repeal, can 

.remove, and, therefore, the II;1en who inspire tbat diffidence, 
meaning only traduction and party mischief, open an infinite 
sourCe of restless controversy. I have, therefore, held it not 
only false, but wicked, . to say that England, by tbe repeal, 
did nothing; and as a proof of her sincerity, I adduce the 
facility of doing what has been done since ; the wording the 
jurisdiction bill was the language of a party, but the passing 
jt was the act of the nation-; and. the avidity with which she 
passed it iii! a -proof that the principle had expired by the re
peal; and that the British nation was traduced when charged 
with having seized on the generous credulity of the Irishna-. 
tion. When the repeal passed, therE!' was a convulsion in the 
English senate, like the separation of soul from body; that 
great nation .wished to l'etain her supremacy by her power, 
but she scorned to do so by prevarication.. She felt tbe ambi
tion of a great mind, and its nobleness also; and, instead of 
cheating Ireland by "seizing on her generous credulity," she. 
parted with power at· Once and for evel': no flaw in the act, 
:no quibble 9f ber lllwyer, no interpretation of her judge DOW 

rest~re it.. " . 
I haVe sheWIl the flllsehQOd of that argument which called 

this simple repeal ~ and. men being obliged to state the que&
tion falsely, in order to draw their conclusion, admit. that, if 
tbey had stated the question truly~ they must have dl'awn a 
diHerent one. . 
. I have shewQ. the question to be falsely stated, and . now I 
will.shew it to have been as falsely argued. They have measul'ed 
a great.manifold transaction between two indepeildent nation$, 
according to. the principles. of tbemunicipal laws' of one of 

. tbeJ,D; as if. tre,aty b~tween Great Britain and France was. to 
~e~Qnstrl,led according toLbe laws, not-of nations, but of 
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England;' to be subject to her own construction upon her own 
Jawll; that is, to be subject to the judges of England; . that is, 
to be construed away by English judges, who, though in fact 
the subjects of one state,. are thus rendered arbiters of both. 
What would the KisJg of Prussia say, if a treaty between the 
Court of London and Berlin ... ias, by the British minister, re
ferred to Westminster Hall ? Would be' suffer the faith of 
England, with respect to him, to be' referred to the English 
themselves, and to have a refuge in the quaint, technical, and 
a.'bitrary maxims of her own· jurisprudence, and her own 
judges? , 

The laws of England, are not the measure in this case, nor 
are' tbey admissible for a variety of reasons; they are the 
peculiar custom of England, to be explained by her judges, 
who are under the controul' of her Parliament: this standard 
is local, and therefore' not presumed to be known any where 
else, and therefore not promulgated, and, of course, defective in 
the essence of law; it is dependent on the explanation and 
comment of the party, and therefore arbitrary and pat:tial; 
it is dependent on her explanation of the science of her own 
'Jaws; a' subject in' whose inscrutable' mysteries she has the 
greatest latitude for her pal:tialities; its extent is the realm of 
Great B):,itain; its duration the will of her Parliament. I say, 
the municipal law, of England is a standard inadmissible; 
for it is the peculiar science of that country, subject only to 
her own comment; and to refer a covenant between Ireland 
and England to s~ch a standard", wo~ld be to refer it to her
self-to herself 10' her most questIonable character - the 
'mystery of her law, and the subtlety of her lawyer. " 

Let me suppose the French Court should refer a treat, 
with England for the opinion of the judges of France, to be 
measured by the principles of the laws" of France. Would 
not England exclaim,. "We do not understand your laws, 
nor their principles, nor do we submit ,to their authority?" 

Let me suppose the law of Ireland to be as different from that 
of England, as the law of England differs from that of France; 

, would you, in that case, refer a treaty or compact between 
Great Britain and Ireland, to be governed and explained by 
the la,w or the lawyer of England, - a law' differing from your 
own, and unintelligible to you; or would you. refer it to the 
laws of Ireland? The laws of Ireland will tell you, that Eng
land never had any right, and that the 6th. of George the 
First was not declaratory of law, but declaratory of robbery 
under the name of statute: so' tbat the laws of one country 
would tell you, 'that the right had never an existence, as those 
of thli other mig~t tell you, it never could have an end, at 
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lenst,except so long as the'Pnrliam~ilt wlis .sopleased, against 
whose . will and power you meant to provide. To whom then 
refet it? to the judges! What judges? The judges of Eng~ 
land ~o you say? They will tell you, that the power of Par~ 
liament cannot be bound by statute law, and that they are no 
judge. of the law of nations. 'ViII you refer it to the judges of 
'Ireland? Would England agl'ee that a transaction in which 
she 1!as a joint conce~n should be referred to the judges of . 
Ireland? If you do refer to. them, they will tell you, I know 
they will tell you, .tha~ England has .recognized your rights by . 
the repeal; so that your judges :would be discordant in theh: 
respective parti/llities and fears; the Irish attached to the 
liberty of Irelan~, tJ:1e ~nglish to the power of Great Britain. 
'Therefore, I.say; a coyenant of this sort is not to be adjudged 
by either the municipal laws of the respective countries, nor 
the municipal judges, neither by the local ·custom, nor the. 
partial commentator~ The .municipal law, ~r the principle~ 
ofthe'nlUnicipallaw, are no standard; but the law of nations 
is: it is known to both countries, supersedes the particular, 
customs of both nations, binds the respective states with regard 
to each other; is above their judges, and above the le~~slature : 
the, Parliament makes the. municipaUaw, ,but is .itsell bound 
by the law ()f nations':itis, with respect to the municipal law, 
the law maker, the sovereign; with' respect, to ,the laws .of 
the nation, the subject; it is bound by faith, though it. cannot 
;be bound by statute:, this is the more irresistible when you, 
co~siderthe principle of the municipal law of England, which 
is the omnipotence of her Parliament. From hence ,it follows, 
that there is, no principle in that" law which can secure. you 
against the Parliament of England: if its omnipotence has a. 
limit, that limit is found in another supposed. principle !ltill 
more hostile to you, - that Parliament cannot ced~ the fupda
mental rights of England, such as her supremacy over you 
was conceived by her to ,have been; froni .hence it Jollows, 
that by the muni_cipallaw of EnglJlnd, you cannot have a last .. 
ing~ and may not perhaps have a. momentary, security. agains~ 
herParliam.ent: the standard, therefol'~ is not the municipal 
law, .but the. law of nations. , . 

I have shewn the measure to _ be false; and. as, the ,second 
position of the honourable member subjected the liberty o( 
this country to Westmi~ster Hall, h~s third position subjected, 
your,liberty.to the Parliament of England: he asked .£91' legal 
security in a British act, against the British Parliament.. In 
order to expose this idea, it is sl,lfficient to know two tI~ings, ~ 
the author~ty 9Cthe .law of :England, and the nature of her: 
pa!,1ia~wnt; and ~ny .mim W~o .considered. eith~r, coul<i nev,er: 

. ' .. 
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know!ngly fall into the wretched doctrine 0(' legal security. 
On this subject, the authority of the law is, what? to bind 
all except the Parliament. The individual cann'ot repeal it; 
the King cannot repeal it, but the Parliament may repeal it. 
'Vhat is the authority of the Parliament of England? . Omni
potence wjthin the realm of England. It makes ,law, it un. 
makes law, it declares law; and whatever it enacts, the King 
must execute, the judges declare,- and the subject obey. 
Against whom have you sougllt security? against the Parliament 
of England! 'Vhat security does the member propose? the 
statute law of England! ,which does not bind the Parliament 
of England! the law against tke law·maker J a security which 
ends where your danger begins; which is, essentially defective 
in the very point where you want to be secured; ,which is the 
very reverse of a specific for. your disorder. Wit1~ peculiar 
sagacity, he reject~ the faith of nations,whic\l alone can bind 
the power of Parliament ; and he calls for a law, which is the 

. creature' of Parliament, to restrain it; he calls for English 
statutes", which secure you, I. allow, against the individual, 

-the corporation, and the king, and every thing except the 
British Parliament. 

. We are, he had said, independent of the Parliament of 
England by the ancient charters of Ireland; and then he calls 
on that Parliament to gi~e Ireland liberty: he first proposes 
to measure a transaction common to both nations, by the mu
nicipal law which is peculiar to each, and thus subjects bis. 
coun~ry to the comment of Westminster Hall: he calls for 
legal security by operation 0'£ statute, and subjects his liberty 
to the Parliam!lnt of England: he proceeds insensibly on the 
principle of an ancient· hereditary supremacy in the British 
nation; and he proceeds on the idea of an inferior country, 
who. cannot measure a joint transaction. by rules which obtain 
between equal.nations. . . 

See America: the establishment of American independence 
is, in the opinion of some qf the judges of England, illegal. 
According to the municipal laws of England, no English sta .. 
tute has expressly recognised her independence; the statute 
that should have enabled .the King to do so is not express. 
According to this, America has no legal security, no explicit 
.emancipation. Does America complain? Does she expostu .. 
late, that "her liberty is equivocal, placed on construction 
and the fleeting base of interpretation?" Does she put ques
tions to the twelve judges of England to learn the privileges of 
the thirteen states of America? No! America is too high for 
such expostnIation; America is not only free, but she thinks like 
a free country; and having given he\'self liberty, ,does not ask 
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for legal" security under the laws of any other nation. Ame
rica was undoubtedly under the-dominion of England by law; 
but ~e·hns shaken off.that dependency on the Britis.h nation; 
and, therefore, AmerIca does not· ask. legal securIty under 
the British Parliament. America has nothing to·do with the 
British Parliament, who makes statut~s for England, not for 
America.; nor with the judges, who arc judges for England, 
not for America. She is concerned only in respective trea
ties, which are not bound by the principles of the municipal 
law of El}gland, fot· then Amel'ica would be subject to the 
construction of Westminster Hall; nor by the statute law of 
England, for then America would be subject to the Parlia
ment of England; but by the law of nations, which is above 
the law of anyone nation; by the.law of nations, whose ob
ligation binds the legislature, - the body that forms the mu
nicipal law, but is coerced by 'this~ Do you imagine that an 
American will take the British act in his hand, and ask coun
sell'lr A. whether the thirteen provinces have legal set:urity for 
their liberty ?no; nor should you: for if. youmeastire the 
late transaction by the principles of the municipal law of Eng-, 
laud, you submit the compact to her own judges, that. is, to 
herself; or, if you ask for legal security iQ, the laws of Eng
land, you ask for it under her Parliament; you submit to~he 
authority of her jurisprudence in the one case, and the legis
lation of that country in the other; with respect to which, 
you claim a total and' irrevocable independence; you waive 
your constitutional security in your own charters, and your 
independency in your own laws: you insensibly ~ecome a pro
vince, dependent for its liberty on .the laws.of the mother
country, from, whose laws it obtained legal security; you 
descend from the seat of your ancestors, and what you inherit 
from them 10U take from a foreign land.. .. 

You are made to say to England, ." We are independent 
of you; give us liberty;" and to the judges of England, " We 
are independent; declare 9ur rights; have we privileges?" 

: Such security is 110t li~erty,· but dependel.lcy under the appel
lation of liberty. . How many questions would .arise ? What 
a code of political metaphysics to shake such security, such 
liberty? How far the legislature was competent to alienate 
its legislative capacity? how far such an .act bound posterity? 
whether thepl:'inciple did not remain, and the covenant was 
not 'merely void? Backed by argument here, a systeQl of 
political metaphysics would not be wanting in, a tory-party 
in England, npplauding our folly~ and reviving their power; 
for, let rna tell you once more, that England cannot give, or 
fix, or establish the rights. of, Ireland by her laws, though 
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she may have invaded them by her force; she can only pro
mise .to restrain her domination; and, if in so doing, if in 
c.ovenanting not to question your claims for the future, she 
aifectsto give, or create, why then she does not give y~u a 
charter, but . gives the lie to your charters, ond for so much 
injures argumentatively your rights, and derogates from the 
force of those addresses on whose- veracity you pledged life 
and fortune. Let me tell these men that the British nation 
~n give them. nothing.· . 

N ullum numen abest si sit prudentia: sed te 
Nos facimus fortuna deam, crela que locamus. 

Y cs, England may still give something, - her example', 
her habits of industry, ana her·faithful maxims of commerce. 
The argument., then, wMch measures the late trapsaction 
between the British and Irish nation, according to the 
principles of municipal law, is a measure inapplicable and. 
inadmissible: the kindred argument which seeks for legal 
security in a British statute is more inapplicable and more 
inadmissible; ifis the reverse of what the terms aifect., - it is a 
legal dependence upon the Parliament of England, which it1 
notolegal security, but illegal bondage; it is the very reverse of 
legal security, --- that state from whence you· fled, and fl'Om 
whence we have been miraculously· and illustriously rescued. 
What I (I would ask these men,) have we delivered ourselves 
from the British nation to be referred to the quibble of West
minster Hall, or to the charity of her Parliament? The 
emancipation of Ireland I have heard of; - but the manumis
sion of Ireland is a new 'idea. 

Your' legal security is not repeal, nor renunciation, nor 
recognition, nor the laws of England, but the laws ofIreland ; 
your security cOnsists in, that you· are not dependent for 
liberty on the laws of England, or the Parliament of England; 
your legal security is, diat you do not require legal security 
in the Parliament of England, and have nothing to do with 
her judges, or their comments, nor dependent on the laws, 
construction, comment., power, or quibble of a foreign land. 
Your legal security is the·'law of Ireland; the repeal has 
given every moral security, that on the part of Eng!and the 
laws of Ireland will not be invaded by the power of England: 
this assurance from England we measure by the Jaw of 
nations, which binds Parliament: we know that no statute 
can bind Parliament: but the law of nations may; we know 
an English judge may Comment, away the force of statute; 
that the law of nations is, like the contracting nations, above 
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him, . we· therefore do not ~ensure ,the transactions whereby 
England does away her claim -by. any such standard,· but by 
another, a higher, the law ofnalionR, which does not depend 
on 'the riddle of the common law, nor the comll1ent. bf, the 
judges, nor the will of the legislature, but. is' above them all, 
.and above the states to which such things are subject. . . : 

, It has been unfortunate that a certain. trick of .expressions, 
without foundation in things, " simple repeal," "remote and 
dubious construction," "legal security,"" unequivocal eman
,cipation," things either inapplicable or inadmissible, shoulcJ, 
with a glib expedition and easy jingle, have run through the 
mouths of several, the chime of artificial words,. the gabble of 
a party; running off the tongue without touching the intellect, 
and constandy dinne~ into the public ear, were received· .as 
oracles of truth, when they should have been rejected ,s the 
watch-word of rancour and symbols of party; they.who fell 
under the influence of these words, they who talk of simple 
repeal, rejected. a material part of t4e transaction to argue 
falsely upon t4e remainder; ,they rejected that, part which 
made, the transaction a treaty, that by its nature bound the 
British Parliament, and .confined themselves to the legal part 
which, by its nature, could not bind the legislature; they sim
plified Ireland totally -out of th.e transaction;, they simplified 
the law of nations, and the faith of nations, totally.outor the 
,transaction; they simplified every thing into clauses of, the 
British'statute, whose operation. could not bind the, Britislt 
Parliament, against whom your claims were directed, except 
by taking into consideration those. Irish transactions which 
they, in their temel'ity, called" transitory;" and, which they in 
particular rejected; and, except by taking into consideration 
,the law of nations, and of treaties, which they despised. " 

They called for legal security: like slaves, they desired ma
numission from the' British Parliament :. moriatur jiigm'e 1Ii 
reduces pannum • . Away' with doubtful construction and in
explicit security' . Weare enslaved, unless we Ate freed 
by an English act of parliament ! Away with the chal'ter~ of 
Ireland, and the distinct inherent rights of the land: let us 
have the English Parliament expressly legalize the indepen
dencyof the Parliament of Ireland; establish. the liberty of' 
Ireland by virtue of an English act! . Away with the flimsy 
bubble, security of a covenant between natiQn and nation: let 
us bind the Parliament of England by its la~! " . 

Such men, . while they think they are committitlg ~ the 'very 
excesses of lip~rty, ta,k in the very sense and spidt of sll1very; 
they neither are free, nor'cal} they be free: for, ,as they will admit 
of no legal security except in· the laws of another nation, they 
VO~L . M 
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are to t.hat nation tenants-at-will fol' libei-ty, not. fre~men : men 
manumitted, with a power of revocation res.erved to the antient 
lords; a~d therefore their imaginary c:ondition of. libert, is 
of as abJect and. base a tenure as their ~etaphyslcal BtgU
ments· are absurd. The reason why they argue so is, that 
their mind has lIot grown to thew condition; they do Dot feel 
tbat Ireland is a nation, though they talk at random about 
her liberty, accustOIned to think Great Britain had a right, 
tbough~ in talk, they denied it ; . bred, perhaps,· under the lore 
arid ·influence of Westminster-hall, and tliose false oracles on 
Irish subjects, which you have silenced, the old superstition, 
a perDiciouil and harrow education, still hung about them; the 
rapid progress of the country had outrun them, and they telt 
Jike the subjectc; of a province, when Ireland became a nation: 
they therefore· still plod back again to the quibble and com
ment of their anCient guides and oppressors, who had cramped 
their youth, and were deluding their understanding. "What I 
the opinion ofWestIIiinster? that England may make la,,: for 
any country she cali conquer." The idea of co-oroinate na
tions, or of measuring a transaction between England and 
Irelalldb'y any bot the municipal maxims of the superior, was 
n~e them: the Irish charter, like happiness, was in their 
hand, but they did not know it: they went· to Westminster to 
look for it. 

TIle honourable member held oul a false standard in the prin
<:iples ofthi! municipal law ; and having heid out B false security 
in tlJe laws of England, attacks the only security the nature of 
the case admits of,...;.. the faith of nations ! He attacks it with 
the habits of declamation: what is it but to perpetuate war;' 
fare, an everlasting appeal to Heaven? What the ethics of 
the member may be I know not; but this I know, that the 
good faith which he repudiates is . the greilt bond of civil so
ciety, and the only bond of nations. What is it that pre
serves peace for ·an hour, but the faith of nations? What 
preserves all the treaties of tbe globe but the faith of na. 
tions J The faith of nations is supported and enforced by a 
sense of interest: a nation noted for infidelity can have no 
alliances, no credit, no strength: between nation and nation, 
character is power; between man Bnd man, the honour
able gentleman knows tbata want of character is weakness; 
but he has found out two species of security fOl" Irish liberty, 
very different indeed from faith,· and very weak in them
selves: tbe one is, the liberality of England J the other, 
her law, and J.1e argues very gravely on both; he reduces 
your safety to adilemma, and -gives this gross and weak 
ronception tbe form and affectation of logic. " You had but 
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two ways to proceed; to rely on the liberality of England, and 
suffer the declaratory act to remain, or take legal security;" 
and on the legs of this hungry diIemma,he stands a Colossus 
in argument: that the liberality of England is a security for 
liberty, is a position too absurd and despicable to be answered; 
that the statute law of England is a control on the Parliament 
of England, and a legal seCurity for the liberties of Ireland 
Bgains~ the Parliament, is a position which has already been 
answered and exposed: both the positions BnSWel' themselves; 
the term liberality precludes secudty; and the term law 
imports a legal dependance upon, Ilnd not a security against, 
the law maker: so both the . legs'" of the dilemma Bre struck 
-away; the honourable member must descend; he lias still a 
halt in a distinction where he asserts that legal security can
not be had between unconne~ted Jlations, but may be had 
between nations connected by civil government: the grounds 
ofthis distinction he is notpJeased to discover, but we must 
suppose, by the words, o(;m"iJ,'ies connected b;y civil govern
ment, - he means dependant, like Guernsey on England, or 
independent of each other, like England and Ireland: jf the 
former,his observations do not apply; nndif the latter. to 
state the connection will be 'Sufficient to shew that 'the con
sequence he has stated, does not proceed from· it: the cOn
nection in question is, theannexationw the crown, but the 
legislatures are distinct and independent. Now, if the mem
ber means, that the Parliament of England can in anywise 
affect Ireland by the legal operation of its laws, 01' if he 
means, that the Parliament of England cannot repeal an 
English· act, affecting to give legal security to Ireland, be
cause the king -is the same, he argues in both equally wrong 
and equally illogical. Does the--annexation of the crown, 
which is the connection by her civil government, give- the 
Parliament. of En.,land authority over· Ireland? or does it 
take from that Pa~liamEmt its authority over England - ~e 
-power of repealing its own ·laws? How then does legal 
security exist in the connection? a connection which leaves 
Ireland incapable of being affected by the statutes of England, 
and leaves England perfectly free to repeal them~ 

I -think I _have shown the folly of that argument which 
measured. the transaction of 1782, by principles of municipal 
law, and which would make 8 legal security for Il'eland under 
the 'statute law of England; and this transaction, when 
measured by what is the real measure, and what, if liberty 
had been the original principle, would have been tbe measure, 
no man can deny to have beell, on the part of England, a com
plete dereliction. 

1\12 
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'1Jte Irish 'nation protest against the claim of supremacy; 
l>he considers the protest, and then repeals the act declaratory 
of that daim; such a repeal. is an assent to your protest. 
·Whatc1ause in an act could be more express or memorable 
than sueh a .nation'sl compact? Parliaments may repeal laws ; 
kings .have. invaded dear and express laws; but when laws 
have . been environed and sanctified. by a revolution, kings 
ito not choose to meddlewitb them: the solemnity of the 
transaCtion gives a security to the law: a national compact 
between . Great Britain and Ireland is higher than law, more 
awful, and the breach of it more dangerous; for transactions 
are understood by men who cannot understand law: the 
~ational convention being made in 1782, to remove. the dis-; 
.contents of Ireland, by_relinquishing the supremacy of the 
British Parliament; the revival of the power is a breach of 
Which every man can judge, without resorting to the laws or 
lawyers of England; and the nation would rise as one .man, 
not on the point of law, but of fact. I do acknowledge, that 
this security is not impregnable; there is one body that might 
.shake it, the Irish themselves; England co'uld not; but Ireland 
,might waive tbecovenant, and then England is free;" and 
,when a Party in this country pervert the- serise of that. cove
nan~,. they :make the mischief they affect to tremble at; 
.they endeavour to render your condition as uncertain as pos~' 
sible, and the faith of England as low as possible, and. there 
they leave you. It was mischievously Raid, that England was 

, nO'lD. free to bind Ireland; it was said with all the affectation pr enthusiasm, and therenl spirit of rancour; it was~aid, that 
jf she did, she would find an advocate: the very persons who 

. asserted that the repeal did nothing, refuted their own argu,.. 
ments, falsified. their· own.. assertions, and discovered their 
real sentiments by acknowledging that it liberated the hands 
9f ,the. King to' pass a declaration . of right, denying .th~ 
supremacy of the British Parliament.· . 

I now come to the last ground, that the judicature was not 
surrendered by an English act. Before I proceed on .this 
lIe\1d~ le~ me litate the difficulties; the claim of judicature .Wllll 
a surprise 011 both kingdoms. Ministry, prepared for avo,:, 
lume of grievances, were not prepared for that requisition. 
Several of the gentlemen of this country 'were' afraid of ~he 
(!xperiment, :- afraids lest the judicature should be refused, 
~ afraid, least it should be abused, ~nd. thq collective' body o,f 
the nation,had not stirred the Bul:ijei:t: since. the point is ob
tained, the difficulty is forgotten:. notwithstanding_the dif~ 
6culty, I was determined never '10 yield that point; Jor, car
rying that point, you made yourselves the sole and. exclusive 

4 . 
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judges of the' pretensions of the Britisb Parliamell~ and" .of 
course, rendered· those, pretensions totally nUgatorY:-' you b~ 
ca~'e the" repository 6£. your. own charters; . and·' until you 
proved false .to yourselves, they eould, not be taken from you.: 
The judicature being Jlestored,; I. am condemned, because it 
was not restored by an English act of parliament: my answe .. ·• 
is, that an'Irish act was necessary and wmpetent; necessary, 
beeaftse t.be -practice of Ireland' had been long to appeal to 
England, and the property of the kingdom dependant on the 
legislation of that past practice j' and, 8S we thought the inter
position ,of the Irish necessary, we, thought it expedieJit~ 
What is your .:laim or right? That you are the only body 
competent to make law for this realm in anJ"cssewhatsoever. 
If competent in. any case whatsoever, are y.ou not competent 
in this-competent to regulate your courts of justi~e?' I, 
therefore, thought an II"ish 'act,. in point of la\v, adequate; and 
1; am sure, it was adequate in point of security.' The nation 
says, that the Parliament of Ireland is solely ,and exclusively 
competent to .make,laws for. this reo1m in aU cases whatsoever; 
and I am now condemned for having taken her at her word. ' 

I come now to. the last charge, that Parliament was con ... 
eluded by the address of the 27th, and the nation not freed 
by the trahs:u:tioll'; tbe clilUse'is, ." gratified in these particu
mrs, we conceive no constitutional questions will any longer 
exist to interrupt the harmony of the two nations.", Do you 
repent that clause? Sir, the rejection of that wouldh.ave 
stopped every thing. Irishsatisfaction was the price of Irish 
liberty. Do you think it dear at such a price ? There was a 
time when you could have given millions I Do you seriously 
imagine that Great Britain would have' acceded to. the requi..; 
sition of the 16th of April, if sl1e had been left to appBehend 
'a host of grievances in reserve? that we were o~ly talking 
. plausibly to Englund, when we enumerated the'causes of our 
discontent and jealousy, but cherished a growing demand, .;... a 
growth proceeding from the gracious reception which thai de
mand had received? It was not a fanciful clause, as was observed 
with ,a ready facetiousness j but one on which British accom
modation hung. Indiyiduals migbt refuse satisfaction, whose 
object was something other than liberty, but the nation could 
not. What L . do you imagine that the sense or interest of 

. the nation- was the declaration of one person, who said, we 
were pledged 1;0 go so far, and free- to' go on. InsJividuals 
may reserve certain latitudes, which would disgrace a nation. 
You were to reject th~ ,little policy of knavish latitudes and 
impracticable duplicity;' and conSIder your own character~ 
and that of the great nation you accosted, and to apply yout=-

M 3 
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self to her magnanimity, as well as her justice, £0 that her 
passions might take part against her power. -Believe me, there 
.... as a splendour in your moderation, and a force in your fide~ 
1ity~ You prescribed to yourself a sacred precinct; and when 
England yielded, you scorned to advance: your spirit did 
not depend on the concession of England; it was an inherent 
quality of the niind~ 

Thus have you sealed a treaty with Great Britain. On the 
one side: - the restoration of the final judicature, the extine,. 
lion of her legislative claim, of her privy council, of her per
petual mutiny bill, the repeal of the act of legislative supre
macy : - on your side, satisfaction; amI thus are the two 
nations compacted for ever in freedom and in peace. 

Mr. Flood's motion was negatived without a division. 

Mr. GRATTAN then said he would move the following reso
lution, viz. " That the legislature of Ireland is independent; 
and that any person who shall, by writing or otherwise, 
maintain that a right in any other country to make lawl for 
Ireland, internally or externally, exists, ot can be revived, is 
inimical to the peace of both kingdoms." --

This was strongly opposed by Mr. Flood. who moved the ques
tion of adjournment. The House divided. For the adjournment. 
18; against the adjournment, 99. __ 

:rellers for tbe Ayes, Mr. Walsh and Mr. Richards. 
for the Noes. Mr. Bateman and Mr. Swan. 

-Mr. GRATTAN withdrew his former resolution, and moved 
tbe following: 

"That leave was refused- to bring in said heads of a bill, 
because "the sole and exclusive right of legislation in the Irish 
Parliament in all cases, whether internally or externally, 
hath been already asserted by It-eland, and fully, finally, and 
irrevocably -acknowledged by the British Parliament." 

Mr. Flood then moved to· expunge the word "finally." 
The qu,estion was_ then put, that the word "finally" do stand 

part of the resolution. This passed in the affirmative, and the 
resolution was carried without a division. 
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CHA~GE OF ~INISTRY • 

. Jul9. 1782. 

'"rHE" death of' the Marquis of Rockingham! whqs(! health had' 
been for some time declining. occasiollell .the dissolution of 

the Fox ministry. Upon ~ death. ~ abe 1st of July. His Ma
jesty appointed the Earl of Shelburne to succeed him in the 
Treasury., -

Lord John Cavendish and Mr. Fox soori afterwards resiS!'ed 
their offices; they were followed by the Duke of Portland, by Mr. 
Montague. and Lord AlthorPe. from the Board of Treasurl' by 
Lord Duncannon and Mr. Townshend from·the Board 0 'Ad
miralty. by Mr. Burke, and by Mr. Lee. Solicitor.general. 

Mr. Pitt bad. by his motion in' favour of parliamentary reform, 
acquired much popularitl; which, together with his acknowledged 
talents. contributed to hIS elevation to the Chancellorship of the 
Exchequer. 

The following is a I~st of the Shelburne admin~~raiion: 

GUAT RITAIN. 

First Lord of the Treasury - Earl or Shelburne. 
Chancellor ohhe E1[chequer~Hon. William Pitt. , 
Principal Secretaries of State-Lord Grantham. ThomM Town&hend, Esq. 
Lord Chancellor -Lord Thurlow. . . , 
First Lord of the Admiralty -Lord Keppel. 
President of the Council -!.erd Camden. 
Lord Privy Seal.~D.lIke of .GranoD .. 
Mastel'oGeneral oCthe Ordnance-Duke of Richmond. 
Chancellor of the Duchy of'Lancaster-Lord Ashburton. 
Secretary at War-Sir George yonge. . " 
Treasurer of the Navy - Henry Dundas, Esq. (afterwards Lord Melville.) 
Paymaster of the Forces-Colonel Barre. 
Attorney.general-Lloyd Kenyon, Esq. (afterwards Lord .Keoyoli.) 
Solicitor-general-John Lee, Esq. . 

lllELAND, 

i.ord.lieutenant- Earl Temple. . 
Secretary to ditto - Hon. Wm. W. Grenville (afterwards Lord G!enville.) 
Chancellor oCthe Exchequer- Wm. G~rard Hamilton. 
To continue Lord Chancellor-Lord Lilford. 
Attomey-general-Barry Yelverto~ . 
Solicitol'o~neral-Hugh Carleton. 
Prime-serJeant- Thomas Kelly (afterwards one oC theJusticesoC tho 

COlIl!Don Fleas.) 
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ADDRESS TO THE LORD-LIEUTENANT. 

MR. FLOOD MOVES AN AMENDMENT TO THB ADDRESS, WITH 
REFERENCE TO THE. DBCLARATORY ACT. O. THE SIXTH OF 
GEORGE ·THE FIRST. 

Jul!/ 23. 1782. 

ON. the 22d Mr. Grattan moved an Address to the Lord
lieutenant for his wise, just, and constitutional administra

tion; and on this day he brought up the report from the 
committee appointed to prepare. it. 

" To 'His Grace William Henry Cavendish, Duke of Port
land, Lord-lieutenant General, and Governor-genel'al of 
Ire]!1nd.· 

" May it please Your Grace, . 
" We, His Majesty's most dutiful and Joyal subjects, the 

Commons of Ireland, in parliament assembled, beg leave, at 
'the conclusion of a session which hath not been more bene
ficial to this counity, than honourable to Your Grace, to 
approach Your Grace with the most unfeigned expressions of 
satisfaction. 
. ., At the close of this' session, W&I shall have seen, under 
tour Grace's administration, the judges rendered independent 
of the Crown; the law for the punishment of mutiny and de
sertion abridged in duration, and so altered as to become a 
vindication of the constitution; the jurisdiction of the, here
ditary judgt's or the land restored; the vicious mode of pass
ing laws, which was heretofore' exercised in this country, 
refol'med; . and the sole and exclusive right of ]egislation" 
external as well as intern a], in the Il'ish Parliament, firmly 
asserted on the part of Ireland, and unequivocally 8l.:know-
1edged on the part of Great Bdtain. 

" We shan have seen this great·national arrangement estab
lished on a basis which secures the tranquiIlityof Ireland, and. 
unites the affections as well 8S interests of both kingdoms. 
When we consider how. long we had been labouring for those 
great and important objects, and that they have been ac
eomplished in the !;hort period of Your Grace's administration, 
we should be wanting in justice to Your Grace if we did not 
acknowledge your virLue. 



,1782.J LORDLIEU'l'ENANT. 169 

" Your Grace will have the consummate satisfaction of reflect
ing, that ,the name ,of Bentinck will remain engraven on our 
henrts; and that whenever Your Grace shall withdraw from 
the administration of the affairs of this country, - an event we 
lihall most sincerely lament, you will be attended, not by the 
forced and jaded benedictions of an oppressed pl'ovince, but 
by the manly and dignified love of a free people, restored to 
liberty by their own great exertions, ' rendered t'ffectual und~r 
your auspicious government, and by yourpowerful assistance. , 

, " We might enlarge on your emine~ltintegrity, your faith
ful repl'esentations, your constitutional lineage, and your 
heredital'Y principles; - we have felt their ,effects, and leave 
it to history to do you justice ... (I< 

Mr~ Fiood then moved' the fbllowing amendment: 
.. Weare, however, obliged, whilst we pay everyacknowledg

ment to Your Grace for the 'part you have taken fill to those mea
sures, to lament, as to the modification of the law of Poyning, that 
it hath been so conducted as to leave it doubtful, whether, by 
contravening the provisions of the law of Poyning; it is not inca~ 
pabl~ of becoming a law of the land; and whether it is not ipso 
facto null and void; that . ..it hath impliedly confirmed all the 
pernicious principles of the antient construction of that -statute, 
without removing many of their etfects; that it hath no provision 
to take away from ,the Privy Council of Ireland the unconstitu
tional power of originating bills, nor to restore to Parliament their 
capacity of originating' bills; that, contrary to the express tenor 
of our address, of the 16th of4f1.prillast, it ha~h left to the British 
Council the power of stopping bills; that it hath taken' from the 
,Crown the power of doing that which, by the law of Poyning itself, 
the King could have done, namely, of giving the royal dissent, as, 
he doth the royal assent" in the only method known to the consti
tution, ' that is to say, openly and in full parliament, and thereby 
hath' deserted the first principle of the nation; to wit, a similar 
constitution with:England, and a similar fate, and that, by a con
fused medley of old and new law, it leaves a doubt whether, in 
j~st legal construction, any clear and unexceptionable method will 
remain for carrying on the work of legislation' in the parliament 
of this kiftgdom. , With respect to the 6th of George the First, we 
P1ust lament that,' though in hope to quiet the people, this House, 
without having read or seen the act of repeal, have declared that, 
the British Parliament have fully, finally, and irrevocably acknow_ 

, ledgedoilr sole and exclusive right to make laws for Ireland 'in all 
cases, ext.ernal as well as internal, yet we have much grolmd. 
"to doubt this hath not been sufficiently done" and to beHeve. 
that, the people, of Ireland are. gr.owing more and more of that 
,opin~on." ' 

,. This Audrt:6~ was prep~l"cd by Mr. Grattan. 
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Mr. Flood'll amendmen~ was negatived without a division, and 
the acldreijswas agreed to, 

Tbe following was the answer of the Lord-Lieutenant. 
" Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

CI I receive this affectionate address with the most sincere satis
faction. A ttached by education and habit to the principles of tlie 
English constitution, and sensible that the benefits of it oughttQ 
be extended to· this kingdom, it gives me !l particular pleasure to 
have been in any degree instrumental in restorin~ it to that situa-
tion in which it has lon~ deserved to be placed. . 

" To settle the constitution of Ireland upon a secure foundation, 
and to unite its interests and affections with those of Great Britain, 
were the principal objects of my administration: and I am happy 
to learn that you consider those objects as accomplished • 

.. Your approbation has gratified-every .ambition of my heart; 
arid I should ill deserve your acknowledgements, if I did not feel 
t.he value pf the gratitude of a free people, and in every situation 
of life consider myself as bound to promote the interest and hap
piness of )lis Majesty's subjects of this kingdom." 

CLOSE OF THE SESSION. 

SPEECH pJr T.HE LORp-LIEU:l'EN'ANT. 

Jtily 27. 1782. 

-·ON thieday the House attended the Lord.lieutenant in the 
House of Peers, when His Excellency delivered the following 

speech, (which it has been thought proper to introduce bere, al it 
closes the period .of the Irish revolution of 1782) : 

.. My Lords and Gentlemen, 
.. The great and constitutional advantages you have secured to 

your country, and the wise and magnanimous ·conduct of Great 
Britain in, contributing t~ the success, of your steady and tempe
rate exertions, call for my congratulations on the close of a session 
which must ever reflect the highest honour on the national cha
racter of both kingdoms. . 

4' It must be a most pleasing consideration to you to recollect, 
that~ in the advances you made towards the settlement of your, 
constitution, DO acts of violence or impatience have marked their 
progress: a religious adherence to the laws confined your endea
vours within the strictest boul1ds of loyalty and good order. Your 
claims were directed by the same spirit that gave rise and stability 
to the liberties of Great Britain, and could ~ot fail of succeslI as 
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soon as "the councils ofthat kingdom were influenced by \he l\vowed 
friends of the constitution •. 

.. Such a spirit of constitutional liberty communicating itself 
from one kingdom to the other, must na~urally produce that reci. 
procal confidence and mutual aJFection, of which we already begin 
to feel the most salutary effects. A grateful zeal and generous 
ardour have united this whole kingdom in .the most cordial and 
)"igorous· exertions, .which p.romise effeptually to fruBtrate the de
signs of our common enemy; and to re-establish and secure the 
glory of the whole. empire. 

. "Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 
Jf When I consider the very active and liberal part you have 

taken in contributing .tQ these great and glorious events. I must as 
distinctly express to you His Majesty's seD$e of t.he last effusion 
of your generosity for the defence of the empire, as I must return· 
you his gracious thanks for thll supplies which you so cheerfully 
voted at the beginning of this .session. His Majesty's royal ex. 
ample not only secures to you a most just and economical application 
of the aids you have granted him, but affords you a most solemn 
pledge of attentive inv86tigatioll into every means which the cir •. 
cumstances of this country will afford to alleviate the burdens ·of 
his loyal and grateful people. To co-operate with you in carrying 
into effect this most benevolent disposition of His Majesty. will 
afford me the highest gratification,Qnd manifest to you the senti .. 
ments I shall ever entertain, in return for the confi4ence you have 
reposed in the lIincerity of my profe$sions for your welfare • 

• OJ My ;Lords and Gentlemen. . . 
• c In contemplating the .services which your unremitting 

assiduity has rendered to the public. I must indulge myself in the 
satisfaction of spe"cifying some very important acts. which will 
most materially strength.en the great constitutional reform l0ll 
have completed, and which will for. ever distinguish the. perio of 
this memorable session. You have provided for the ijupartial and 
unbiassed administration of justice, by the act for securing the 
independency of the judges; you have adopted one or the most 
effectual securities of British freedom. by limiting the mutiny act 
in point ·of duration;. you have secured that most invaluable or all 
human ble!isings. .the personal liberty of the subject, by passing 
the habeas corpus act;· you have cherished and enlarged the wise 
principles of toreration. and made considerable advances in abolish. 
ing Jhose distinctions which have too long impeded. the progress 
of industry and divided the nation.. The diligence and ardour 
with which Y0l,l.have persevered in the accomplishment of these 
great objects. must ever bear the most honourable testimony to 
your zeal and industry in the service of your country. aDd manifes& 
your knowledge of its true interests. . 

.. Many and great national objects must present themselves to 
your consideration dl,lring the recess from p$lliamentary business; 
but what I would most earnestly press upon you, as that upon 
which Y0l,lr domestic peace and happiness. and the prosperity of 
the empire at this PlOmeDt most immediately depend • . is, to culti· 
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vate aud diffuse those senliments of affection and confidence which' 
are now happily restored between the two kingdoms. Convince' 

, the people in your several districts, as you are 'yourselves con
vinced, that every cause ,of past jealousies and discontents is finally 
removed; that both countries have pledged their ~ood faith to each 
other, and that their best security will be an inviolable adherence 
to that compact; that the implicit reliance which Great Britain 
has reposed on the honour,. generosity, and candour of Ireland, 
engages your national character to a: return of sentiments equally 
liberal and enlarged; convince them, that tbetwo kingdoms, Rre 
now one, - indissolubly comiected in unity of constitution, and 
unity of interests, -that the danger and security, the prosperity 
and calamity of the one must equally affect the other; - that they' 
stand and fall together." 

MEETING OF PARLIAMENT. 

October 14. 1783. 

ON this day the new Parliament met. Mr. Pelham moved, that 
the Right Honourable Edmund Sexton Perry shouM take the' 

chair; a person, not merely possessing an intimate acquaintapce: 
with the rules and formsofthe House, but an ardent love for the 
constitution 'of his country, endowed with the greatest serenity 
of temper to hear, and the most undaunted spirit to maintain the' 
dignity of the chair, and the privileges of the' Commons. Mr. 
Perry was unanimously elected to the chair. ' 

·TllEi House then attended the Lord-lieutenant (Northington) in 
the- House of Lords, when his Excellency delivered the following-
speech: , ' 

.. My Lords and Gentletnen, 
' .. It is with more than ordinary satisfaction, that, in obedience 

to 'llis Majesty's commands, I meet you. in full possession /lnd 
enjoyment of those constitutional and commerCial advantages 
which have been so firmly established in your last parliament. 
The sacred regard, on the part of Great Britain. to the adjustment 
made with Ireland at that period, has been abundantly testified 
by the most unequivocal proofs of sincerity and good faith. 

" It wm ever be my wish, as it is my duty, to promote the' 
mutual confidence of both kingdoms, and the uniting them in 
sentiments as they are in interest: slIch an union must produce 
the most solid advantages to both, and will add vigour and strength 
to the empire. . 
, " I sincerely congratulate you on' the happy completion of His 

Majesty's anxious endeavours to restore the blessings of peace to 
his faithf\I1 people. The eslablishlnent of public tranquillity is 
peculiarly favoura!Jle at this period, anu will naturally give spiri' 
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and effect to your commercial pursuits. Both kingdoms al'e now, 
enabled to 'deliberate with. undivided attention on the surest" 
means of increasing their prosperity,· and reaping the' certain 
fruits of reciprocal affection • 
. .. I have the. highest· satisfaction in acquainting you of the 
increase of His Majesty's domesticbappiness, by. the birth of 
another princess. 

ee Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 
.. I have ordered the proper officers to lay the national accounts 

before you; from them you will be enabled to judge ,of the cir
cumstances of the kingdom; and I rely on: your wisdom· and 
loyalty to make such provision as shall .be fitting for the honour
.able support of His Majesty's government .. 

.(e My Lords and Gentlemen, •. 
cc The miseries of an approaching famine have been averted by 

the blessing of Divine Providence upon the measures whicb tbe 
Privy Council advised; the good effects of which, were soon visible 
in the jmmediate reduction of the price of grain, and the influx. of 
a valuable and necessary supply to the market: any temporary 
infHngement of the laws to effect such salutary ends, will, I doubt 
not, receive a parliamentary sanction. . 

cc Among the many illlpo~tant objects which demand your at
tention, I recommend to your consideration, laws fOl' regulating 
the judicature of the court of admiralty, and for tnaking a new 
establishment of the post office. . 

" Th!llinen manufacture, being the staple,?f your ~ountry, it i~ 
needless for me to recommend perseverance'lD the Improvement 
of that most important article.' . . 

" The fishery on your coasts 'will Claim your attention, as 3 
promising source. of wealth to this kingdom; and the encourage
ments granted to it, will, no doubt, be reg"ulated by 'yoq in. ihh 
manner most likely to produce the best effect, and least subject to 
fraud and imposition. , .. 

" The protestant charter-schools, - an institution founded in 
wisdom and humanity, are also 'most ,eminently entitled to your 
care. 

" I recommend likewise to your attention the proposals adopted 
by Government, for providing an· asylum for the distressed' Ge
nevans: ,it well becomes the generosity of the people of Ireland 
to extend their. protl'ction to ingenious and industrious men, who 
may prove a valuable ,acquisition to this country, which they have 
preft;rred t9 their own: but in forming this establishment,you 
will douhtless ~onsider it as. a part of your duty to avoid unneces~ 
sary expence,and ultimately to secure the utmost advantages"to 
your country. . "." 
, cc 1 anticipate the :greatest national benefits from the wisdom 
'Bnd temper of Parliament, wben I consider that the general elec
tion has afforded you an opportunity of observing tbe internal cir';' 
CUlIlstances:of tbe country, and of judging by what regulations 
you may.best ,increase its ind,ustry,ellcourage its manufactilres, 
and extend its commerce. ' 
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CC In the furtherance of objects so very desirable to yourselves, 
I assure you of every good disposition on my part; sensible. that 
in no, manner I can better fulfil the wishes and commands of 
our gracious Sovereign. than by contributing to the welfare 
and happiness of his Joyal subjects. With an honest ambition 
of meriting your good opinion, and with, the warmest hope 
of obtaining it. I have entered upon my present arduous situation; 
and with' sentiments pure and disinterested towards you. I claim 
your advice. and firmly rely upon your ,support." 

An address was then voted to His Excellency; and on the motion 
of Lord Sudley. it was resolved. nem. con • .. That the thanks of 
the House be given to the volunteers for their spirited endeavours 
to provide for the protection of their country, and for their ready 
and frequent assistance of the civil magistrate in enforcing the 
due execution of the laws." " . 

It was ordered. that the sheriffs of the different counties, and· 
counties of cities and towns, do communicate the above resolution 
to the several 'Volunteers of the kingdom. 

DEATH ,OF CHIEF BARON HUSSEY BURGH. 

October 16. 1783. 

MR. GRATTAN rose, and called the attention of the 
House. He was unable, he said, to deliver his senti

ments with any degree pf justice to his feelings on the subject 
he was going to speak upon; - the death of the late Chief 
Baron Burgh was too deep a wound to the community at 
large, and to that House in particular, to I]eed any additional 
colouring from any thing he Could say on the occasion. He 
said, that; the late Chief Baron's circulllstances at the time of 
his death were very inadequate to his station: four daughters 
and a son were left unprovided for; and his many virtues and 
public services demanded that his children should be the 
children of the public: he moved, "That an humble address 
be presented to His Excellency the Lord-lieutenant, request
ing him to represent to His Majesty the earnest entreaty of 
that House, that His Majesty would be graciously pleased to 
m!lk,e such provision as His Majesty shall think proper, for 
the children of the late Chief Baron Burgh, 8S a reward for 
}lis integrity and. ability in the seat of justice, and the services 
he has rendered this country." 
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Mr. Ogle delivered his tribute of friendship and sOrrow for tIle 
death bf that great and good man, who was the melancholy subject 

,of the regret and gratitude of that House and the natio~. , 
Mr. Yelverton pronounced it just eulogium on the memory of his 

friend: he did not know in which character in the sphere of life he 
had to admire most. whether in his private 'or public character. as 
the humane advocate for the unfortunate, the tender husband and 
father, - or to revere bim on the bench, as the dispenser of impar
tial justice tempered with clemency: when he came to Apeak of 
him as a friend, his heart seemed suffocated, and there he wanted 
utterance: the House sympathised.' The question on the motion 
being put, the assent of Parliainent was never given with greater 
pleasure. , , 

Resolved, "em. can. cc That an humble address be presented to 
His Excellency the Lord-lieutenant, that he will lay before His 
Majesty the humble desire of this House. that His Majesty will be 
graciously pleased to make provisions for the children of the 
'Right Honourable the late Lord Chief Baron Burgh, in con
sideration of his integrity and ability in the seat of justice, and 
for the services he has done to this country." , 

Mr. Grattan also moved an address of thanks to His Excell~ncy, 
General Elliott, for his gallant defence of Gibraltar; and another ad
'dress of thanks to Lord Viscount Howe, fot relieving that fortress. 

CHANGE OF MINISTRY. 

OctolJer, 1783. 

THE censure passed on the peace by the resolutions of the 
House of Commons on the 21st of February, together with the 

strength of Lord North's connections, caused the dissolution of the 
Shelburne administration. The Earl of Shelburne quitted his office 
of first commissioner of the Treasury, and the chancellor of tbe 
Exchequer (Mr. Pitt) declared, that he only held his place till a 
successor sllould be appointed. A ministe[ial interregnum en
sued, which lasted till the beginning ot' April; various causes 
were assigned for the extraordinary delay in the appointment of a
new administration; it was alleged that the chief obstacle arose 
from the mutual jealousy which still subsisted between the newly
allied parties, and the difficulties they found in adjusting their 
several pretensions. A t 'length by the coalition of Lord North and 
Mr. Fox, the following, administration was formed: 

GREA'T BRITAiN. 

Members oC the Cabinet. 
'First Lord oCthe Treasury-Duke oCPortland. 
Secretary oCState for the Home Department-Lord North. 



176 DISPUTE BETWEEN. [Oct. 28. 

Secretary for the Foreign Department. - Right Honourable C. J. Fox. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer-Lord J. Cavendish. 
,First Lord of the Admiralty-Lord Viscount Keppel., ' 
President of the Council - Lord Viscount Stormont. 
Lord Privy Seal-Earl of Carlisle., 

Not of the Cabinet. 
Lords Com. Cus. G. Seal-Lord Loughborough. Sir W. H. Ashurst, Sir 

,Beaumont Hotham.' , 
'Master General of the Ordnance-Lord Viscount Townshend. 
Secretary at War-Hone R. Fitzpatrick. 
Paymaster of the Forces- Edmund Burke, Esq. 
,Treasurer of the Navy - Charles Townshend, Esq. 
Attornel-general-,James Wallace, Esq. 
Solicitor-general-John Lee, Esq. ' 
Secr~taries .to ~he Treasury- R. B. Sheridan, Esq., Richard Burke, Esq. 
Speaker of the House of Lords - Earl of Mansfield. . 

IRELAND. 

Lord Lieutenant - Earl of Northington. 
Secretary to ditto- William-Windham, Esq. ' 
Challce\lor of the Exchequer- William Gerard Hamilton. 
To continue .Lord Chancellor-Lord Lifford. 
Attorney-general-John Fitzgibbon (afterwards Lord Clare.) 
Solicitor-general-Hugh Carleton (afterwards Lord Carleton, and Judge 

in Common Pleas.) 
Prime Serjeant - Thomas Kelly (afterwards Justice of Common Pleas.) 

DISPUTE BETWEEN MR. GRATTAN AND MR. FLOOD. 

Octoher 28. 1783. 

ON this day Sir Henry Cavendish moved the following re~olution, 
which was similar to the one passed on the 11th of Nov~mber 

1771, viz.: " 
" That the condition -0£ thi. kingdom requires that all 'practi

cable retrenchmentrbe made in its expences, consi~tent with the 
true interests of this kingdom, and the honourable support of H ia 
Majesty's government." 

This was opposed by Mr. Mason, Mr. Kelly (Prime Serjeant,) 
Mi. George Ponsonby, and Mr. Pelham (Secretary,) who objected 
to the motion being taken into consideratioll until the committee 
of accounts had made their report. ' 

Mr. Flood, though labouring under severe illness, said, he was 
desirous that the resolution should be directed to the reduction 
in the army, as, in time of peace, a military establishment of 15,000 
men was excessive. He proceeded to allude, in' severe terms, to 
the conduct of the late Speaker, (Mr. Ponsonby,) in the adminis
tratiQn of Lord Townsend; and concluded, by proposing an amend-
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ment in tbese;'ords ~co That th~ military establishment in, its pre-
· sent 'tate affords room .fot practicable retrenchment." . 

Mr"George Ponsonby defended the conduct of bis father: he 
· related the history of the period aHaded to by Mr. Fl()od, who, 
,he §aid, bad s\lpported his father against Lord Townshend. 

Mr. Flood said, he had not supported Mr •. Ponsonby's interests, 
tbough he had opposed Lord Townshend; .he would not, therefore, 
charge the late Speaker with ingratitude for opposirrg him~ co But had 
I been his father's "supporter, I. have been ill requited;' as the ho
nouralMe gentleman (Mr. G. Ponsonby) called loudly for my dis
missal. and even reproached ministers for delaying it: he may 
boast.Df whig principles, whig connections, and whig friends, but 
such conduct manifests whig apostacy:' J!4r. Ponsonby den,ied that 
he had called for the dismissal of Mr. Flood from olfice. 

Mr. CRATTAN ,l'Ose, ana said, I shallllot trouble you long, 
-nor take up the time of the Honse byap'ologizingfor bodily 
infirmity; 1 shall not speak of myself"or: enter intQ. a de
fence of my character, having never apostatized. 1 think it 
is not necessary ~or the House now to investigate what we 
know to.be fact. I think it would be better to go iuto the 

· business, as the House did upon another occasion; without 
waiting the forllUllity of the report of a committee. , As to 
myself, the honourable reward that a grateful nation has 
bestowed 'upon- me, for ever binds me to make every, retl'lT,'" 
in my power, and particulal'ly to oppose every unnecessary 

· ex pence. I am far. from thinking with the honouraQIe gen-. 
deman, as to the speech; and, I b~lieve .. he will find instances 
.where economy has beel,) recommended from tbe throne, but 
· prodigality practised: this was the case in Lord Harcourt's 
administration, - ali adminis.tration wbicb bad the support of 
the honourable gentleman, and therefore he, of all men, can
not be at a 10sA to rt'ject that "illusory economy which h8!J.so 
'often appeared in the speeches of .Lord-lieutenants. With 
· respect to the Genevese, I ilev6t could hav~ thought it pos
sible to give t,he speech such a bias. as has. been mentioned; 
and that people will be deceived, if. ~hey give. credit to any 
declamation, that infers from the. words·of the speech any 
tbing but an. honest economy in applying the public money 
fairly to their use. . . , 

The nation has derived great honour from this transaction, 
and I would be sorry to have it tal'llished by infcl,"ence and 
in'sinuntion.' . 

. In 1778, when the bUI'dens of th~ country were compara
.tlv~ly·sman, I 'made a motion similar to .this: t~e honourable 
gentleman then.opposed,.me. I have bls,sanctlon now:that 
I was rjght, and he was wl'ong; and I say this,. thal though 

VOL. I. N 
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· gentlemen· mny for B while vote against retrenchments, they 
will at last see the necessity of them: yet, though I'think 

. retrenchment absolutely necessary, I am not Vel"y slire that 
this is just the lime tQ make it in the army; now, when ~ng
land has acted justly, I will not say generously; now, when 
she has lost her empire,. when she still feels the wounds of 
the last unhappy' war, and comforts herself only with the 
faithful friendship of Ireland. If, in 1769, when the liberties 
of Ireland were denied, .. and those of America in dal1ger,it 
was thought unadvisable to retrench Ollr army, there can 
be no such reason to reduce it now, when both are acknow
ledged and confirmed. When we voted 4000 men to butcher 
our brethren in America, the honourable gentleman should 
· have opposed that vote; but perhaps he will be able to explain 
· the propriety of sending 4000 Irishmen· thither •. .But why 
· not look for retrenchment in the revenue, and other depart" 
ments? In my mind, the proper mode would be to form B. 

fair estimate of what would be B reasonable peace--establish-
· mellt, and reduce our several departments to i~. 

Mr. Flood. "The right honourable member can have no doubt 
of .the propriety of my saying a word, in reply to what he has 
delivered. Evet'y member in the House can bear witness of the 

jnfirmity I mentioned, and, therefofe, it required but little candour. 
to makea· nocturnal attack upon that infirmity; but I am not 
afraid of the right honourable member ,-I will meet him any where, 
or upon any ground, by night or by day. I would stand poorly in 

· my own estimation,· Jnd in my country's opinion, if I did not 
stand far above him. I do flOt come here dressed in a rich ward
robe of words to delude the people. I am not one who has pro
mised repeatedly- to bring in a bill of rigbts, yet does not bring 
in that bill, or permit any other person to do it. I am not one 
'Wlte threatened to impeach the Chief Justice of the King's Bench 
for acting under an English law, and afterwards shrunk from that 
business. I am not the autbor of tbe simple repeal. I am not 
o~e who, after saying the Parliament was a parliament of prosti- . 
tutes, endeavoured to make their ,"oices subservient to my interest. 
I am not one who would come a'midnight, and attempt by a ·vote 
or tbis House, to stille tbe voice of the people, whicb my egregious 
folly had raised against me.;.· I am not the gentleman .wbo subsists 
upon your accounts. I am not the mendicant patriot wbo was 
bougbt by my country for a sum of money, and tben lold m, 
country for prompt payment. I am not tbe man who, in tbls 
House, loudly com plaIDed or an infringement made by England, in 
including Ireland in a bill, and then sent a certificate to Dungan

:oon, that Ireland was not included. I never was bougbt by the 
·,)eople, nor ever sold them: tbe gentleman sayw, he never apos-
· tatized; but I say, I never changed my principles: let every man 
-say the same, and let the people believe tbe~, if they can. But 
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, if it be tiO bad a tbing to' take an office in the state, , how comes 
the gentleman' connected with persons in office? they, I hope, are 
men of virtue; or how came 'the gentlel!lan so closely connected 
with Colonel Fitzpatrick? I object to no mall for being in office: 
a patriot in office is the more a patriot for being there. ,There was' 
a time when the glories of the great' Duke of Marlborough shrunk 
and withered before those of the right honourable genUeman; when 
palaces, superior to Blenheim were to be built for bis I'eception; 
when pyramids and pillars were to be 'raised, and adorned with 

, emblems and inscriptiolls sacred to his virtue; but ~he pillars and 
pyramids are DOW 'tmnk ~ though, ,the great Earl of Chatham was 

,held inferior to him: ,however, htl is IItill 110 great, that the 
.Queen of, France, I dare S!y, will have a song made on the ,name 
of Gratta7l." 

Mr. GRATTAN rose to reply. , ' , 
In respect to the House, I would wish·to avoid personality, 

and, return ,to tbe question, but I must request the liberty 
to explain some circumstances afIm}ed to by tbe honourable 
member. He lIas alluded to St.· Christopher's bilI.. 1 will 
declare theruct; when I received Ii copy oflbat bill, it gave me 
much pain, and· much, offence; I thought I saw the old in

,tention of binding Ireland by English laws; I therefore spoke 
to tbat effect in this House. I also showed the bill to some 
of ~be most able and virtuous men in this. kingdom, and they 
.were of opinion. that my suggestion walt wrong; .u,:!der this 
opinion I acquiesced, and Jhe opinion has justified it-As to 
my coming at 'midnight to obtain a vote imposing silence on 
tbe people, I deny it i tbat business was, mistated. My reso

Jution was, to declare tbis country free,' and that any person 
who should lipeak and write to the contrary, was a public enemy. 

,The entire House,all the .most revered and respected cba
racters in. the kingdom heard mt', and know that what I 'say 
is true. _ " . ' .' 

. The resolution of the 19th July, 1782, was artfully and 
totally misrepresented. It was said, that it would have pre
vented the agitation of the question, wheLher the claim of 
;England was relinquished. , The answer is the resolution it
self. I had shewn it to some gentlemen before I read it, and 
as it had been misundel'stood by some, I thought it better, at. 

, ~hat late hOllr, not to debate it, bllt to produce, a resolution 
tantamount; a.nd, as the motion bad been misconceived, I 

'gave copies of it; .arid as it bad been misrepresented in the 

.. A bill ~gulating the trade 'between :Great Britain and the island. 9f 
St. Christophel', Nevis, and Montserrat. " , , , , . 'N2 ' 
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public papers, I sent copies ofit to all of them, and I must ob
serve; that the very gentlemen who had objected to it when 
theyheard it indistinctly, after they 'read it, acknowledged 
the motion to J>e excellent. I will read it: "That this legis-

, lature is iridependent, and that any man who shall, by wl"iting 
or 'otherwise, maintain that a right in nny' other country to 
make, laws fOl" Irelanil, internally or externally, exists, or can 
be revived, is inimical to the peace of both kingdoms." 
Is this Ii trl,.1th,' or is it not? Has any l1!an' a privilege to' 
maintain, that Great Britain has a right, had a right, or can 
fevivea 'right to make I8w for Ireland? is there any man 
who will say, 'that a 'person maintaining the doctrine is not 
criminal in the highest degree? Suppose any 'member l'holl~d 
maintain, that Great Britain has, or can have, a right to make 
laws for Ireland, would you not bring him to the bar? And • 

. suppose any man should publish such a doctrine, would you 
.not :()J;der the publication to be burned by the hangman? ~ 

The resolution wlis a declaration of right, and more, for 
it made it criminal to deny your'J'ights.' In repre!enting the 
'resolutiop, 'they changed the ,terms of it, as .they perverted its 
'meaning. They mnde the resolution say, that every man who 
'agitated the question whether the British Parliament hnd reo 
1inquislu:d her claims, was climinal; whereas, the resolution 
'SaW, that any rna'll who maintained a right ill the British 
Parliament over Ire1and, ,,'as criminal. Now, it may be very 
"Criminal to assert, 'that -the Parliament of England has a right 
'Over Ireland, and yet very fair to 'examine whether she hss 
relinquished her pretensions. In short, you had before de
'c1ared in your address, the rights of your country, and the 
'resolution ~s declarative that it was criminal to deny them. 
No mall has a right to deny the liberty of his country. Here 
th~privilege of tne press stops, and the rights of the indivi

,<lual also: both have a right to maintain the liberty of their 
country, as they have an obligation to defend it; but neither 
'have a right to deny or betray ber liberty. Such, right 
would be, in fact,' no right, but the licence 'of self.destructiOn; 
neither the press nor the individual have aright to question 
the principles of the laws "of nature, or of the' la\\:5 of the 
larid. ' No man has Ii privilege to maintain the rights of mur-, 
der'or of tyranny., 'Vhat! maintain that you are not free 
because you have no 'privilege to assert a right in England to 
take away your liberty? What is tbe law that excludes the 
supremacy of the Pope? does it not make the maintaining 
'tha~ right penal? Does that law take away your liberty-? 
What is the law with respect to the house of Stuart? does 

,not thnt law make the assisting the rights of that family penal? 
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Does tli~tlaw take away'your liberty? Does the honourable 
member think it reasonable to be withheld from asserting the 
rights ofthe Pope and the Pretender, provided 'we have a pri
vilege of denying our Dwn? What is the jurisdiction act? It· 
declares, that lhe rightS claimed by Ireland shall ~ot be ques
tioned: it is' my resolution. The resolution' S:lyS~. you' shall 
not maintain a right ilJ England to· make laws for you. 'The 
act says, you shall 'not" qU,estion .the rights of Ireland.. Both 
impose silence on· those men who would deny: lhe liberties of 
heland. ,How comes it that the act ,has notJllarmed you? 
The fact is, that the resolution was studiously misrepresented, 
and the privilege of. the press employed to delude the under. 
standing of the public. . '... . . 

It was said" that the' pCllwould .fall from· the· . ha~d, and. 
the fretus of the mind would die uRbon),!' •. if men had not 
a privilege to maintain a right in the Parliament of England 
to make Jaw for Ireland. The affectation of zeal, and a burst 
of forced and metaphorical' conceits, aided by the acts of ,he' 
press, gave: an alarm which, I hope, was momentary, . and 
which only exposed <the artifice of those who, were wicked, 
and the haste of those who were deceived~ 

But it is not . the slander. of an evil tongue that can· defame: 
me. I maintain my reputation in public and inpl'ivate lifc; . 
110. man who· has not a bad character, 'can· ever say that I 
deceived; no country can call me' cheat; but J will suppose 
such a public character~ I will suppose such a man" to have 
existence; I will begin with· his character in his political 
. cradle, aud I will follow him to the last state of politi~l disso-' 
lution. . ' . 

I- will suppose him, in the first stage Qf his life; to have 
been intemperate; 'in the second, to have been corrupt;. and,· 
in the last, seditious:' that; after an envenomed attack on the 
persons and measures. of a. succession . of viceroys, and after 
much declamation against their illegalities and their profusion, ' 
that he took office, and became a, supporter of Government'· 
when the profusion of ministers had greatly incl'cased, and 
their crimes multiplied beyond example; when your money 
bills were .altered without reserve by the coullcil, ",henan 
embargo was laid on your export trade, and a ,war declared 
against. the liberties 'of i\merica;at sucha critical moment I 
will : suppose this gentleman to be corrupted by a great sine
cure office to muzzle his declamation, to swallow his invectives, 
to give .. his assent .and votE! to the ·.ministers, ,and to become 
a supporter of Govel'Dment, its measures, its embargo, and its 

.. Mr, Flood's expression. 
N 3 
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Ame~ican war. I will suppose that he was suspected by the 
govemment that. had bought him, and in consequence there-
of, . that he thought proper to resort to the acts of a trimmer,· 
tbe last sad refuge of disappointed ambition, that, wi\h respect 
to the constitution Qf his country, that part, for instance, which 
regarded tbe'mutiny bill when a clause of reference was intro
duced,' wbereby the articles of war, . which were, or hereafter 
might be, passed in England, should be current in Ireland 
without the interference of her Parliament; when such a clause 
was in view, ]. win suppose this gentleman to have ab
sconded': again when the bill was made. per'petual, I 
will suppose him again to have absconded; but a year. 
and a half after the bill had passed, then I will suppose tbis 
gentleman to. have c(lme forward, and to say, that your con
stitution had been destroyed. by' the perpetual hill. With 
regard to that part of tbe constitution that relates to the law, 
of Poynings, 1 will suppose the. gentleman to have .made· 
many a long, very. long, disquisition beforelle took office, but, 
after he received office, to ha\'e been as silent ontbat subject 
as before be had been loquacious.. That, when money bills 
under colour of that. law, were altered year after y~ar,· as in 
1775 and 1776, and when the·bills. so altered were. resumed 
and passed, I will suppose that gentleman. to have absconded 
or acquiesced, and to bave supported the minister who made
the alteration; but wben he was dismissed from office, and 
a Dlember introduced a bilI to remedy this evil, I will suppose 
tbat this gentleman inveighed against the mischief, against the 
remedy, ~lDd against the person of the introducer, who did 
that duty which he ·himself for sev~n. years had abandoned. 
With respect to th!'t part of the constitution which is con
nected with the repeal or the 6th . of George the First, when 
the adequacy of the repeal was debating. in the House, I. 
will suppose this gentleman to make no kind of objection; 
that he never uamed, at that time, the word renunciation; 
and that, on the division on that subject, he absconded; but, 
when the office he had lost was given to another man, -that 
the" he came forward;, and exclaimed against the measure; 
·nay,. that he went into the pubJj~ streets to canvass for sedition, 
that he became a rambling incendiary, and endeavoured to. 
excite a mutiny in tbe volunteers aga1nst an adjustment be-
tween Great Bl'itain and Ireland, of liberty and repose, which 
he had not the virtue to make, and against an admini~tratioD. 
who had the virtue to free the country without buying the 
members. 

With respect to colD~erce, I will suppose this gentleman 
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to have suppOrted an embargo, which lay on th~ country for 
three years, and almost destroyed it; and wlwn an address in' 
17'18, to open her trade WllS propound~" to remain silent and' 
inactive; and with respect to' that;.other part of her trade,. 
which reaarded the duty on sugar;' when the merchants were 
examin;3 in 1778, on the inadequate protecting duty, when. 
the inadequate duty was voted, 'When' the act was re-commit ... 
ted, when another duty was proposed, when the bill returned 
with the 'inadequllte duty. su.bstituted,., wl:len the altefed bill 
was. adopted, on 'everyone of those' questions 1 will su~ 
pose the gentleman to abscond: but' a' year and half ,after the 
mischief was done, he out of office; I will suppose him to come' 
forth, and to tell his country, that her trade had been destroyed 
by an inadequate dilty'on English sugar, .as Iier cOh$~itution' 
bad been ruined by a perpetual mutiny bill,: with: relation 
. to thre~fourths' of our fellow-subjects, 'the Clltbolicil, when a 
b!ll ,was iD;troduced to iSr~ntthem rights ?f property ,and r~li-

, gIon; fwdl suppose thllt gentleman to have come fOl"ttt' to give 
his negath-e to their pretensions lin the same manner, I will 
suppose him to have opposed the institution of the volunteers, 
to which we owe so much, and that he went to a' meeting iri 

, his own county, .t()'prev~nt.theit· establishment; t~at,he himself 
kcpt out of their .assoclatlons; that he, was almost the only 
man in this House that was not in'uniform; and that lae never' 
\tas a volunteer' 'Until he ceased t6 be a: placeman; nnd until 
he became an incendiary. '. 

Witli regard to the liberties of America, which were insepar-' 
able fl'om ours, I will suppose this gentleman to have been an' 
cnemy decided and ullreserved; that he voted against' her 
liberty, alid voted, moreover, for an address to send 4000 Irish 
troops to cut the throats of the' Ameri~ns; that he called these 
butchers" armed negociators, .. and stood with a metaphor in his 
mouth, and a bribe in his pocket, a cbampion against the ri.ghts 
of America, the only hope of Ireland, and the .only refuge of . 
the liberties.of riln~kind. Thus defectiv~in every relationship, 
whether"to 'constitution, commerce, and toleration, 1: will 
suppose this rilan to have -added much private improbity to' 
public crimes '; that his probity was like his patriotism, and' 
his ,honour on a level with his oath ; he loves to deliver pane..' 

'gyrics on himself. l' will interrupt ,him, andsay, Sir, you are' 
much .mistaken if you' think th!lt your talents have been as' 
great as your life has been reprehensible; you begaD your 
parliamentary career with an 8crimc;my and, personality whiclt 
could have been justified only by.8 supposition of virtue: 
after' a rank alld clamorous opposition, you became on Ii 
sudden -silent; you were silent· for seven years.: yoU' were 

. N.( 
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silent on the greatest questions, and you were silent for money! 
In 1773, while a:negociation w~s pending to sell your talents 
and your turbulence, you absconded froq) your duty in par
l,iament, you forsook YOI11 law. of Poynings, you forsook the 
questions of economy,.and @andoned all 'the old themes of 
your former declamation; you were not at that period to be 
found in the House; you were seen, like a guilty spirit, haunt
ing the lobby of the House of. Commons, watching the mo
ment i. which the question should be put, that you might 
vanish; you were descried.·with a criminal anxiety, reti1'ing 
from· the 'scenes of your past glory; or you. were perceived 
coasting the upper benches of this House, like a bird of prey', 
with an evil aspect and a sepulchral note. meditating to ponnce 
on its quarry :.- these ways. they .were not the ways of 
hononr., you practised pending a negociation which was ~o 
end. either in your sale or your sedition: the former taking 
place,~y~u' supported the rankest measures that ever, came 
before Parliament; .thl! embargo of 1776, for il}stance., "0, 
fatal embargo,. that breach of law, and ruin of commerce !" 
You supported the unparalleled profusion anel jobbing. (If 
I.ord Harcourt's scandalous ministry, - the address to sup
port the American war, - the' other address. to send 4,000 
men, which you had your.self declared to be necessary for the 
defence pf Ireland, to fight against the liberties .of America, 
to which you: had declared yourself a friend; - yoP, Sir, who 
delight to utter execrations against the American commission
ers of 1778, on 8l:count of their hostility to America i-You, 
Sir, wbo manufacture stage-thunder against Mr. Eden, for. 
his anti-Ame1'ican principles; - you, Sir, whom it pleases to 
chaunt a hymn to the immortal Hamd&n; - you, Sil', ap
proved of the tyranny exercised again!!t America i-and you, 
Sir, voted 4,000 Irish troops to cut the throats·of the Ameri-

. cans fighting for their freedom, fighting for ;your freedom, 
fighting for the great principle, Libert!}; but you found, aL last 
(aud this sbould be an eternal lesson to men .of YO\lr craft and 
cunning), .tha~· the King. had only dishonoUl"ed you; the 
Coutt had bought, but would not trust you; and having 

. voted for. the wo.rst measures, you remained, for seven years, 
the creature of salary, without ~he confidence of Government. 
Mortified at the discovery, and stung by disappointment. you 
betake yourself to the sad expedients of duplicity; you .try 
the sorry gaq1e of a trimmer in yoqr progress to. the acts of 
~n incendiary; you give no honest support either to the Go
vernq1ent 01' the people; you, at the most critical period or 
their existence, ,take no part, you sign no non-consumption 
agreemellt, you are no volunteer, YOIl oppose nu perpetual 
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mutiny bill, no altered sugar bill; you· declare,· that yo~ 
lament thauhe declaration of right should have been brought , 
forward; and observing, with regard to prince· and people; the 
most impartial treachery and. desertion, you justify the sus
picion of your Sovereign, by betraying the government as 
you had. sold the people: until, at laSt, by this hollow con,. 
duct, and for some other lif.eps, the result of mortified ambi
tion, being dismissed, and another person put in your place, 
you 8y to the ranks of the volunt!i!Ccs, and canvass I~r mutiny i 
you announce that tbe country was . ruined by otbermen 
during. that period in which she had been sold by you~ 
Ypur logic is,· that ·the repeal of a declaratory law is not 
the repeal of B law at all, and the effect .of tbat logic is, an 
English act· affecting to emancipate Ireland; by exercising 
over her the legislative authosity of the British Parliamen"t. 
Such has been yourcon.duct, and at such conduct every order. 
of your, fellow-subjects have .. right to exclaim! . The mer
chaut may say to you - the constitutionalist may say to you ~ 
the American. may say to you -and 1, I DOW· say, and say 
to your beard,. Sir, - you. are not an honest man. 

Mr. Flood rose to reply, but after baving proceeded some length 
in his defence, he fell so much ou~ of order, that the, Speaker inter
fered. He declared how iouch pain he had sl,lffe~ed in·permitting 
this contest to proceed, and that. nothing but the calls of the 
House, to hear the two members" should have made hiln sit so 
long'silent. He requested Mr. Flood wo~ld sit down, wit~ which 
request he complied, and shortly after retired. The· Speaker is
sued his warrant to apprehend the parties; and Mr. Flood was 
shortly after taken into custody. The House then 4irected that 
search 'should be made for Mr. Grattan. and the parties were bound 

. over. It was then moved. that the motion of Sir Henry Caven4 
dish be taken into consideration. immecliatel,y after a report be. 
mad~ from the c;ommitteeof accounts; and !t passed in the af-
firmative.- ' 

• The s~h whlcb Mr. Flood delivered in 'his derence, some nights 
after thB, 15 infierted in the Appendix. 
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MILITARY REDUCTION. .. . 

MR. FLOOD MOVES AN ADDRESS TO'HIS MAJESTY, ITATING THE 
EXPBNCES OJ' 'THE COUNTRY, ANIJI PRAYING /I. REDUCTION OJ' 
THit ARMY. . . 

NO'IJefTIiJer 8.1788. 

THIS day, Mr. Flood, after dwelling on ,the heavy expences of 
the country, and. the greatness of the military force, de

clared, that a retrenchment in the military.establishment had be
come absolutely necessary; be therefore moved, II That an humble 
address be presented to His Majesty, laying before His Majesty 
the said repor~; expressing also, that since that" period, an aug-' 
mentation of His Majesty's army liath taken place In this kingdom, 
whereby the military expences thereof have heen considerabit 
increased, tbat ever lince, this nation has been running faster and 
faster into debt; and,' notwithstanding gt:eat additional burdens, 
by new taxes, bas yet been unable to restrain the public ex
pences within the limits of the public income. And humbly sub
mitting to Ilis Majesty's royal wisdom and paternal benevolence, 
that it is the wish Dnd prayer of His Majesty's faithful Commons, 
that the' opportunity of thl! present conjuncture. may not be 
omitted for making such reduction in .the peace-es~ablishment of 
tbe' army, and such retrenchment of military expences, lis may 
enable Yo~r Majesty's faithful Commons, by a just economy, in 
all other points, to prevent the perpetual accumulation of national 
debt; a system ruinous, in &lIe end, to the most opulent nation, 
but speedily destructive to a kingdom so limited in' resources as 
thiSo" 

The motion was . supported bI Mr. Deni •. Brown, Mr. Moly~ 
neux; Mr; Luke Gardiner, Sir H. Cavendish, Mr. Corry, Mr. 
Hartley, and Mr. Browne (of the College.) 

It was opposed by the Attorney-general (Mr. Yelverton), ·Mr. 
Pelham (Secretary), Mr. Conolly, Sir Hercules Langrishe (the 
Provost), Mr. I. H. Hutchinson, Mr. Ogle, and Mr. Grattan, who 
said, 

Sm, I rise to spAk on lhi!l subject, which has been fre
quently before the House all'eady. The question.is, Will YOII 

withdraw from the common cause that quota of troops which 
hitherto you have maintained? Are the circumstances of .the 
country slIch, as you think, demand it? and if you are weak 
enough to think so, will His Majesty asseDt to that opinion? 
There never was a time when we could make reduction with 
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• worse grace, because this country is now as·eminently happy. 
in trade, as Britain is the reverse. . 

In 1'169, England pOsSessed, almost nnrivalled, the"trade of 
all the world: she possessed America,- and owed 150. millions 
less than she owes at present. Ireland had no trade at all, 
and her constitution was denied; yet," at that day, it waS 
thought wise to augmeqt the army r and shall we reduce it . 
now, when we have obtained a free constitution, and a free 
trade1 wben we have obtained a judge'S bill, a limited mutiny 
bill, an habeas corpus bill; when ever; thing ·that we have 
demanded; has been, conceded "I Shall we at that moment 
withdraw our quota of troops "I Before' she obtained those ad
vantages, we said to Britain, that provided she would, ae-, 
knowledge ourconstit~tioqal and commercial rights, we would 
stand or fall, with her; and ,when ,t~ey, have been acknow ... 
ledged, to the full satisfaction ~f every man, it is proposed to 
withdraw the support of our army. Suppose" instead' of say-' 
ing we will stand or fall with Britain. we had said, "And 
when these things shall be done, (when our rights shall be ae-' 
knowledged and.established,) we will then;' in return; with
draw fron~ you the support of' ouI' army. :»8tid yet, irreffect,. 
this is the prpposalai: present made. . 1 do not entirely agree 
in all that has been said of gratitude :we C,w,: no gratitude 
but for the plantation trade; but this we owe to England, and 
to our own honour, tkat Ole skould not depart from an old. 
Coventlllt.· The navy of England protects our trade, . and we.: 
as an equivalent,pay 70,0001. a year to maintain the troops 
destined to serve in the'plantations: this is not a dear purchase 
for partaking that :which has cost England so many millions. 
Has success made us niggardly, 'and shall we beCome unkind, 
to England,just at the moment she has shewn kindness to us?
We have, indeed, held out. the language of 1I1agnanimity to' 
England, and shall we fail in the performance? :No, there 
are many other places to make retrenchment: we grant a· pen .... 
sion list of 80,000/. a year, yet complain of iO,OOOI. paid to 
an army, paid fol!' the protection of the British navy.~ "We 
may, indeed; make very great redUctions in the army extra ... 
ordinaries; w~ may make great r~uctions in the re'V'lnue de-< 
partment, and in others: those reductions will, I trust; fal'f 
exceed the pay of our augmentation. These are retrench
Dlents that ought to be made, but the ,number of OUI.' forces 
ought not to be diminis~ed. .' 

Mr. Conolly said, cc I am against the reduction of the army.' 
The augmentation was my measl1~, and I hope to see it goon: 
and prosper." . . :: ... 0 I 
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The question was then .put, .when ,there-. appeared. Ayes 58, 
Noes 132; Majority against the ,question .74. 
Tellers for. the 'Ayes,' MI!. Molyneux and the:Hon. Denis Browne. 
. '. for the Noes, Sir ael"i:,ulell, L;;mgrishe ,and Mr. O'aara • 

. November '10. 1783 •. 

SIR H. CA~ENDISltthis day moved, to ta~e into consideration 
the' resolution ot the. 28th October last, VIZ. " That· the con

dition of this kingdom reqlliresthat aU' practicable retrenchmenti 
be made in its ex penses, consistent, with the ,interest· of. the k.lJg. 
dom, and. the honourable support of His Majesty'. government." 

The motion was se~onded by: Mr. MaSon, and WIlS supported by 
the A ttorney-general (Mr. Yelverton). , 
. Mr. Flood, (who, in consequence of illness, was oblitl:ed to speak 
sitting~ proposed an ameqdment. He said,' the IIIIlitary esta
blishment afforded ample room for retrenchment, and that it would 
be proper to direct the economy of government' to that object, 
and not leave a latitude' to . administration to pursue whatever 
measure they pleased. He then -moved to ,amend the resolution 
by adding, .. That the miUtary establishment. of this country in, 
particular, will admit of considerable .. etrenchment, inasmuch as 
12,000 men are at present sufficient not only to maintain the de~ 
fence of this .kingdom, but also. to afford Great Britain abroad, as 
many men as were granted to her use by the augmentation; and 
iriasml,lch as ~nyand important savings may be made in the ex-
pense of maintaining that number of 12,000 men." . 

This was supported by Mr. Denis Browne, Mr. Molyneux, Mr. 
Parsons, Mr. Arthur Browne, and Mr .. Brownlow. 'It· Was opposed 
by Major Doyle, General·J.utterell,.Mr •. ·Denis Daly, and Mr. 
Gratt,an, .who said, . ' . 

I never gave a vote with more satisfaction in my· life, than 
the' vote I gave a few :nigllts. ago. on, . this. subject., Ivo~d 
against _e retrenchment ·of the military peace-establishment, 
to preserve the honour of the nation;' .. 

This motion has been'putw.night ·,upon a·question whi.1;1t 
has been determined :alrendy" by .·-decision., of this House. 
This establishment has been continued fo.U:rteen years. ., 

When it was proposed before, it was moved that an address 
should be presented to H¥ l\fajestYI.,accompanie~ wi.th a: re
port of 1768. To preserit !lOch a.report,would be giving the 
idea that, we could reconsider that report of 1768~· tha~ re.,., 

4 
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, port was then before the administration, and men of t1le first 
, characters, were parties in that report; it was made, before' 
the 'Ilugmentation took place; it was made by the right ho
nourable gentleman who voted for the 'augmentation in Ij69. 
The question of this night set out with a fair prospect of ill

,success; it is wanted· to go into. tbe establishment of 1751 ; 
but that' is impossible. The lipst thing which stands in your. 
way, is the additional pay to dragoons; you must strike off tbe 
pay to the dragoons, nnd the increase of -pay to tbe infantry, 
and tbe allowances for expences. A soldier bas to encounter 
expences in every article. Does the right honourable gentle

'man inean to go back to the' middle of tbis century? Since' 
that period the rent of lands bave increased one-tllird; in 
ordcl', tberefore, to go bllck, you must lower the pricll of land. 
and 'even that would, not be suffici~nt;. you' must alter the 
price -of bay and oats, and .11 the necessaries of life. Making 
every allowance, what great "advantage does, he boast. of? 
What would be the saving if the military establishment be re
d~ced to wha! it was in 1751.1 In tl!e pay of dr~D'OOns 5,1001. 
and 1,500/. III the pay of mfantry: the balf-pay must be 
broke: .all expences together amount to 868,000L The gen
tle.man's political schemes are like' nostrums ;' they will not 
answer the end proposed. The gentleman's arguments go to 
the question of the augmentation: but al'e we to take from the 
kingdom part of the sUpjlOl't of the empire, merely to save 
to Ireland an expense of 52,000L per year 1 for I can make it 
'appear it, is no more. you cannot. ~ecide for this motion 
with honour to your country. 'The revenues in 1769, when 

,you voted this augmentation, were less; but the revenues for 
the last two years h/lve increased 100,000/. per year. The 
free trade is a resource wbich we have not yet derived the be
nefit of; but it is !'ucb a reso.urce as we had not when we voted 
thl! augmentation in 1769; you had not such resow'ccs as 
you have now.,· ' , 

What hus been'tbe change of affairs ill England? Great 
BI"itain has added millions to her debt. You wel'e the PI"o-" 
pounders of the augmentaMc'm, when the kingdom was labour

. ingunder evel'Y disadvantage in point of trade. Will' gen-
tlemen tell you now, t~Rt, animated with tile spirit of liberty, 
being now' in a superior situation to what you wt're in ) 769. 
the maintaining of 15,000 men is distressful t~ Ireland? 
Every argument in favour of the augmentation inli'(i9 is ill 
favour of it· now; and will you now plead inability, in prder 
to .withdraw the covenant 1. , I admire economy as much as 
any, "man; ,'.but. will a generous nation 'make excuses for 
breach of a covenalit ! ' A n~tion which bas two inill,ious ~nd l.' 
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. half of rilen, .l\nd the benefit of the plantation trade, and an 
,increasing revenue,. is such a nation unable to support 15,000 
.men? This is a question of empire, and not of party •. 

I have heard in this House great professions of gratitude; 
·and are we now to be told we want gratitude, or are we to 
banish. the idea of generosity from these walls? 1 say, you 
owe to Great Britain the pla_tation trade •. You have now an 
,interest in the empire of England, to defend it against any at
iack of the House of Boul'pon, and you .are only to maintain 
a part of the army for the general defence of the empire; to 
.maintain '15,000 men: It is but justice to maintain them, for 
'Great Brjtain has increased her navy, which is for the pro
tection orthis kingdom as well as Great Britain; you arene
A:essarily·bound to contribute in some shape .or other; and 
you arensked to continue' the army of 15,000 men. Strike 
oli all idle expences; look to the; accounts, look to the civil 
establishment, there ia an increase of 2PO,000/.; but the mili
tary establishment ought not to be cut off. Apply the ampu
.tation where necessllry;. but do not disband the army. The 
~pirit of the people of England is in favour of Ireland; it' is 
unwise to make her regret' those periods in ",hich she gave you 
advanfages: there was a firmness and moderation in the c~n
duct of Irishmen then, and the high character of Ireland will 
be advanced in adhering to the same conduct now. Great 
Britain was the object of your heart in 1769, and will YOIl in 
:1783, be considered as wanting faith? for in 1782, you told 
Great Britain you would stand or fall by her. Will you now 
sully ~he honour of .the Irish nation, by disbanding 3,000 
men; for saving of 50,0001., in order to take from England 
those men which you augmented in 176.9, before you received 
any benefits? . . 

No milD has.a greater respect for the people than I have; 
but with respect to. the present question, it is for the honour 
of the ·nation these men should be maintained • 

. This is not a question of equalization: the point to be de
.eided is, whether theexpences of your army can be diminish
ed? can you diminish the pay o' a so1dier a halfpenny per 
day ? You cannot do it, or you must first order the prices of 
th~ necessaries of life to be less. It is not the object or wish 
oftbe people to pick the pocket.of a poor soldier a halfpenny 
a day. .14think it is for the interest of iny country, thattbese 
15,000 Ilbould be maintained, as they are part of the army, for 
the vhole empire. . I am for making all practicable retrench
ments.· Let us go into tbe committee, and see whether you 
cannot make other retrenchments. This question hai been 
pretty fully discussed; I.shall only add, that, as far all I know 
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of the present ndministtationf they will ent.e" into every prac-
. ticable economy. I do not conform to them, but they conform' 
to me. A man may do justice to both. 

. Witl} respect to the court of admiralty in this kingdom, be-

. ing put on an establishment separately from England, our 
right to external legislation was a spontaneous, unsolicited" 
grant from Great Britain., We bave got an annual bill of 
supply, but these. measures were. not 'bla.zonecJout. ,With 
respect to the reduction of our military establishment, I 
never will cons~nt to take away the forces of our f:ommon 
empire. 

,. The House divided. _ For the Amendment 65, against it 14S. 
T~e question, as proposed by Sir Henry ~avendis~. ias carried 

unammously. , '. . '. 
Tellers for the Ayes. the Hon. Denis Browne and Mr. Parsons, 

for tIle Noes, the Hon. qe~. Lutterell and Ml}ior DOlle. 

PARLIAMENTA~Y REFORM.. 

),fR. FLOOD MOVES JrOR LEAVE TO .BRING 'n~ A BILL FOB 
THE MORE '.EQUAL REPRESENTATION OJ!' THE' l'EOl'LB IN 
PARLIAMENT. 

NO'IIemiJer 29. 178S. 

1'HE volunteers, conscious that they had po\V~rfully contribute!l 
to obtailLthe liberties of their country. and that they hall 

been the instrument to influence as well as to assist the House of 
'Commons in the noble part which .it had taken in that revolution, 
proceeded to examine the constitution of the body itself. They 
found that the representation was in the hands of a few indivi
duals; that in a body composed of SOO persons, 'two-thirds were 

, borough members: they therefore proceeded to adopt measures 
for its reform. They appointed in each county a certain number of 
delegates, and directed them to meet in a convention in Dublin, 
to devise the best mode to remedy ~he defects in .the represent
ation.: the number of delegates amounted to 200, most of whom 
accepted the trust. and assembled at the rotunda: among the 
number elected. were the Bishop of Derry (Lord: Bristol); Lord 
Charlemont. Lord Farnham. Lord Aldborough,. Lord Kingslio

'-rough" Right Hon. Wm. Bro\V~low, Right Hon. Thomas Conolly. 
Right Hon. Robert Stewart, Mr. Robert Day (afterwards Justice 

.in the King's Bench), Mr. Henry Flood, Sir Wm'. Parsons, Richard 
Lovell Edgwortb. Sir Edward Newenham, and Sir Richard Mus-

. grave. The convention sat for three weeks,. prepared a plan of 
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reform, chiefly ':.vlt.h lheassisian~e of Mr. Flood, to whom they· 
entrusted it for pr,esentation to the, House of Commons •. These 
proceeding!l"excited great interest,' and no small degree of appre

.hension: On t~is day (the 29th), the subject ,came before the 
consideration ot' the House. when ' . • 

Mr. Flood, after a few remarks, moved for leave to bring in a 
bill for the more equal representation of the people in parliament. 
It had been' generally understood that the bill' had been pre~ 
pared.by'he volunteers 'at the rotunda; and that Mr. Flood had 
·been directed by them to propose it to the House. 

The A.ttorney-general (Mr~ Yelverton) opposed it; he said ... Ido 
do not mean to go into the discussion of the bill; but I would wish 
th~ hon: member would now state the necessity there is for bring
ing it in at all,' and also who' tIlose persons ore who are discon
tented. fhe sullden irruption of this bill surprises me ; for before 
yesterday I never heard of it. The hone gentleman (Sir Edward 
Newenbam), wbo mentioned the business of a parliamentary re
form, 'said, he would give ten days' notice before he brought it in; 
but since it is thus obtruded upon us, I would ask the hon; mem
berwho offers it to U8, what are the objects of this bill jlby whom. 
is it sent to us? . . 

.. If this bill. as it is notorious it does, originates from an 
armed body of men, I reject it. Shall we' sit here to be dictated 
to by the point ouf the bayonet? I' honour the ;volunteers; they . 

. have eminently served their country; but when they turn into a 
debating society, to. reform the parliament, and regulate the na
tion; when, with the rude point of the bayonet, they would probe 
the wounds of the constitution, that require the most skilfnl hand 

. and delicate instrument; it reduce. the question to this, Is the 
Convention or the Parliament of Ireland- to deliberate on the af
fairs of the' netion? What have we lately seen? even during 
the sitting of Pa~liament, and in the metropolis of the kingdom, 
armed men' lining the streets for 'arme'd omen goinlr in fastidious 
shew to that pantheon .of divinities. tbe rotunda; anil there sitting 
in all the parade, and ill t~ mockery of Parliament J shall we 
submit to this? '.. 

.. I ask every man who regards tbat fre~ constitution established 
by the blood of our fathers, is 6ueb 'an infringement upon it to be 
suffered? If it is, Bnd one step more is advanced, it will be too 
Jate to retreat. If you have slept, it is high time to awal(e ! 

.. Is this a time for. dangerous innovation, w~n we enjoy per
fect liberty of trade and constitution? Will this band ot' armed 
men, in a few days, frame a constitution that has taken ages to 
erect i' ShalJwe, when· we have got that constitution which we 
asked for. throw it Bway like a child'i bauble? . 

. ~, 1 would say to our volunteers, 'rou have served your country, 
you have obtained constitutiolt and commerce; and now,. instead' 

. of dictating to the legislature of the kingdom, go to your homes, 
cultivate the blessings of peace, enjoy the fruits of your, virtue, 
and Jeave the business of legislation in those hands where the laws 
have placed it;:' : 
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.. Mr. Floo" (said the han. member) Iltates, 'that it the volunteers 
flave approved of the bill, he will oppose iti- but t say, I bring 
it ill' as a member of this House, supported with the powerful aid 
of the right hon. gentleman, who sits behind me. '( Mr. Brownlow.) 
We bring it in as members of parliament. never mentiuning the 
volunteers. I ask you, will you receive it from us- from 'us. your 
members, neither intending by any thing within doors, or without. 
to intimidate or overawe you? I ask. will you receiJ'e it as our 
bill, or will you conjure up a mili~ary phantom of interposition to' 
affright yourselves? I have not introduced the volunte&rS; but if 
the volunteers are asperred, I will defend their conduct against all 
the world. By whom were, the comillerce and the constitution 
of this country recovered? nl the volunteers.' Why' did not the 
right hon. gentleman make a declaration !lgainst, ,tltem, when' 
they lined our 'streets, when Parliament passed through ranks of 
those virtuous armed citizens, to demand the rights of an insulted 
lIation:? Are they dilferent men at this day, or is thl right hon. 
gentleman dilfercnt? He was then one of their body: he is now 
their accuser! he. who saw the streets lined, who rejoiced,who 
partoo~ in their iilory, is now their,acc~ser! . What has changed 
them since that time? Are they less Wise, less brave, less ardent 
in tbeir country's cause, or has their admirable conduct made him 
their enemy? May tlley not say, We have not cllanged, but you 
have changed? He cannot now bear to hear of volunteers; but 
I will ask him'; and I will nave a starling taugh' to "'ollow it in /ais 
I!ar, Who got. you the free trade? • who got you tlie free consti. ~ 
tution? who made you a nation? The volunteers. If tbey were 
the men you bow describe tbem, why did yoil accept of their 
service? why did YOIl not theli accuse them? If they were so 

'dangerous, why did you pass through their ranks, with your 
Speaker at your Ilead, to demand a constitution? why did you 
not then fear the ills you now appt'ebend.? Have your Lord·lieu
tenants refused tbe service of those men? Look back to th'eir 
offers in Lord Carlisle·s administration. Have not such qf them 

-as could obtain that honour, been proud to be escorted by them 
to the sea? and have not Parliament returned repeated thanks 
to this body of men, who are now so degenerated, that rectitude 
becomes depravity in them? Were not resolutions sou~ht froUl 
them to give a, sanction to the inadequate security of simple 
repeal? When betrayed into wrong, they were cherished; - but 
now, when right, opposed. . ' 

Co What do some of the greatest men in England say, speaking or 
the volunteers? • That the history of mankind, the annals of the 
world. do not fllrnish such another glorious examp~e, of patriotism 
and moderation.' And now will any,man condemn them, ·if they 
wish to crown the!Dselres with never.fading glory, and finish their 
labours, br rendering perfect the constitution that their, virtuel 

'. have ~cqulred?" , 
, The motion was supported by Mr. Molyneux,' Mr. Brownlow, 
'Mr. Jobn O'Neill, Mr. Browne, Mr. Montgomery, Mr. JJrooh, 

VOl.. I." 0' 
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Mr. Hartley, .Mr. Parsons, 'Mr. Forbes, Mr. Hardy,.Mr. Curran, 
and Mr. Grattan. They maintained the necessity of I'eform; the 
narrow state of the representation rendered it requisite; that it 
was indecent to reject such a measure.in, the first instance; the 
motion was one purely originating with the mover, although it 

',was a tavourite object of the volunteers; men should consider 
what unparalleled services they had rendere,l their country. and 
the Hous: should not treat with disrespect a measure favourable 
to that constitution which the' vo!unteers had restored. 

The motion was opposed by Mr. Denis Daly. l\fr. Kelly. (Prime 
Serjeant,) Mr. Fitzgibbon, Sir Hercules Langrishe, Mr. George 
Ponsonby, Mr. Wellesley Pole, Mr. Bushe, Mr. Arthur Wolfe, 
Mr. Toler~ and the Provost, (Mr:Uutchinson.) , , . r 

Mr. GRATTAN .said, 1 am decidedly the friend of: a par~ 
liamentary reform; it has always been my favourite object to 
increase by this means the power Df the people. 1 am glad 
to. investigate the subject, let it come from what quarter it 
may; nor does its coming as it does, seem to. me .a question
able shape, nor do 1 see any thing to justify an opposition to 
my favourite scheme. -I love to blend the idea Df parliament 
,and volunteers; they have hitherto concurred in establishing 
'our C<1hstitution in the last parliament, and 1 hope they will 

~ do it in the present. 1 recDmmend, therefore, an union be
tween Parliament and the illustrious body Df vDlunteers, 
which union it shall be the study Df my life to preserve. 

The question was then putr c. That leave be 'given to bring in' 
a bill for the more equal ,representation of the people in par
liament, and that Henry Flood, Esq., the Right Honourable 
William Brownlow,and Sir Edward Newenham, do prepare and 
bring in the same." 

The House divided. Ayes 77, Noes 157. . 
Tellers for fhe Ayes, The Right Honourable WiIIi,am Brownlow, 

,and Sir Edward Newenham. 
Tellers for the Noes, Mr. Fitzgibbon, and Honourable Richard 

Hely Hutchinson. 
. 'the Attorney-general (Mr. Yelverton) then moved,: .. That it 
. is now become indispensably necessary to declare, that the House 
will maintain its just rights and privileges against all encroach-
ments·whatsoever." , 

,The House then divided. Ayes 150, Noes 68. 
I Tellers for the Ayes, Mr. Fitzgibbon; and Honourable Richard 
'Hely Hutchin~on. . ' ' 

Tellers for the Noes, Right Honourable William Brownlow, 
'and Sir Edward Newenham. 
, :;; "Mr. Conolly then mo~ed ... That an humble' address be pre
sented, to ,His Majesty, to declare the, perfect satisfaction which' 
we .feel in the many blessings we enjoy under His Majesty's most 
auspicious government, and our present JIUPPY constitution, and to 
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~cquaint . His Majesty, that at this time .we think it. peculiarly 
IlIcumbent upon us to express our determmed resolution to sup~ 
port the same inviolate with our lives and fortunes." ' 

This resolution was opposed by Mr. Grattan; it was, however; 
carried in the. affirmative:. . ., , . 

SPEAKER'S SPEECH. 

December 22. 1783. 

, 0 N tllis day the Speaker presented the money bills for the royal 
. assent, on' which occasion he delivered the following speech :"' 

.. May it please Your Excellency, 
'cc' History cannot furnish many instances of such .remarkable

events as have happened in the course ,of the last seven years; of 
those, none are more worthy of observation than the changes in 
the human mind. arid the, more so, because they have been pro
duced by causes, fr.om which they were tbe least to be,e.xpected~ 
Ilew tenets, more consonant to the principles of humanity and j"tltice, . 
have been universally adopted in civil and religious policy; tbese 

. are the happy, but unexpected; fruits of calamitous war. In other 
countries, national-benefits may have compensated· for national 
misfortunes; but it has been the peculiar felicity of this kingdom ... 
. to acquire the former without feeling the severities of the Jatter.: 
, to her steady \'irtue she owes these glorious attainments. and by 
her virtue, lam confident she will preserve them. and transmit ~o 
posterity, unimpaired, the British constitution, the very essence 
-of which is. liberty and order. Good government and liberty are 
inseparable; they are necessary to, aud mutually support and 
protect each other, and neither can exist without the other. ' 

" The Commons, since the commencement of this session, Ilave 
directed their attention to those important" objects, which were 80 
wisely recommended to them by Your Excellency, to improve and, 
secure those advantages, which bad been acquired in the last pa •• · 
liament ; they have also made' provision, without laying any new· 
burthens upon the people, for the honourable support of His Mar 
jesty's' government, imd :for the discharge of the arrears upon 
~he establishments; aud they have the fullest .confidence that Your 
Excellency will represent, them tOI His Majesty as loyal, dutiful, 
and affectionate subjects.'" 

o :! 
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ADDRESS TO THE LORD.LIEUTENAN1', 
(LORD NORTHINGTON.) 

FelJruQ1'!J 18. 1784. 

MR. BRABAZON PONSONBY, after Aating the conduct 
and merits of the Chief Governor, moved that an "humble 

1lddres8 be presented to His Excellency." . 
Mr. Connolly seconded the motion. It was opposed by Sir 

Edward Newellham, Mr. Arthur Browne, and Mr. Molyneux. Mr. 
O'Hara moved an amendment, ~'that the concluding paragraph, 
which appeared to allude tn. and reflect on, the volunteers, should 
he omitted:" he accordingly moved that it be. expunged. He was 
.econded by Mr. Griffith. The. address was supported by Mr. 
Corry, Mr. Mason, Mr. George Ponsonby, Sir Richard Musgrave. 
Sir John Powell, and General Cunningham •. 

. Mr. GRATTAN said, All honourable baronet has taken 
motice that the word ~ economy' is not to be found in the 
ai:ldress; he will be so good as to recollect that Lord North. 
jngton has not been above eight· months in thi!! kingdom. 
and therefore has not had time to do much ; but if he has 
not greatly diminished the national expenees, he bas done 
more than most of hili predecessors, for he has not at all 
increased them. The armv has been mentioned as an instance 
'Of 'profusion; but will ani man lay the blame of a vote of 
:parliament at the door of a lord-lieutenant? As to any 
:scheme of systematic reduction, that was impossible from the 
'~bortnes$ of Lord Northington's administration; but we 

,'anust not forget that no objection was made' from him when 
Ihe expence of collecting the revenue was"proposed' to be 
reduced; formerly, it was objected to; therefore, with this 
symptom in his favourf' we cannot condemn him for not 
havin~ had time to carry a scheme of retrenchment into 
execu,;i.Jn. 
, As to commercial advantages, I will state a duty on foreign 
beer, ~hich must operate powerfully in favour of our own brew
eries, and of our til1age~ When this was announced to the 
House,I recollect the honourable baronet rising, and, laving hi. 
band upon his heart, he returned thanks for so great a favour. 
Surely the spirit 'of the times is much changed, if gentlemen 
now despise what lhey then held in high estimation; surely 
the gratitude of the House is woriderfully altered, if gentlemen 
forget that for which so latel'y they made .such strong acknow-



liS4.] CHANGE.OI' MINJITE"ft$., 11'7; 

ledgments. Another advantage is, the duty laid "upon calico,. 
in favour of our own manufacture. The duty on sugar, that has. 
been conceded this session, was, formerly thought an object 
of the first magnitude in our commerce; it is now of no con
sequence, because gentlemen speak in opposition; or, is itbe
cause His Excellency, having no points to carry a~inst the 
interests of the kingdom, has not taken pains to blazon out 
arts which tend to magnify the prosperity of the country? 

With respect to constitution, an idea totally new and un
solicited, was introduced into our admiralty bill, that is, to cut 
oft' any appeal to the British admiralty; by which all that 
foolish supposition -of any power of extetnaI legislation foa: 
Ireland remaining in Great Britain, is forever done away.' . 

A charge has been made by the representative of the scat 
of learning, that justice is delayed I I lament that it is. I 
agree with hini that it is an evil; but, whoever considers the 
situation of the. Lord-lieutenant, will see that it cannot be 
attributed to him;' for the adjournments together make jus~ 
the time that His Majesty has commanded His Excellency to 
demand. I lament the situation of England, that makes those 
adjournments necessary and unavoidable: for it is plain, if 
there be no minister in E.ngland there can be none hert'~ 
Were I to indulge my private regards, they are much in 
His Excellency's favour; his administration in, general I 
have supported, and . I think. this address justly due to his 
merit. 

The question was then put, For tbe amendment 5, Against it 109~ 
Majority 104. ; , 

Tellers for the Ayes, Mr. Buslie alld Mr. lVrason. 
for the Noes, Sir Edward Newenham and Mr. MolyneuL 

CHANGE OF MINISTERS.· 

1784. 

ON the 17th of December, Mr. Fox'~ India bill was rejected by 
the Lords, on a division of 95 to 76. At twelve o'clock on 

the following night. a messenger delivered to the two ,Secretaries 
of State, His Majesty's otders. ," that they should deliver. up 
the seals of their offices, and send them by theUnder-Secretarle8, 
Mr. Frazer and Mr. Nepean, as.a per~onal,interview on theo~~a
sion wO!1ld be disagreeable to HIS MaJesty.' , The seal. were lID·; 

, mediatel~ given by, the King, ,to Earl Temp'le,' who sent Jetter • • r 
o 3 
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dismission the:-day following to 'the rest of th'e Cahinet Council; 
at the- same time, Mr. Wm. Pitt was appointed first lord"f the 
Treasury and chancellor 'of the Exchequer. and Earl Gower. 
presiden,t ,of the Council., ' 

The' following is a list of the new, administl'ation I 

GREAT BRITA I\{. 

First Lord orthe 'Treasury imd Chancellor of Excheq. --.: Rt. Hon.,W. Pitt. 
Secretary, of State for the Foreign Department - Marquis Carmarthen. 
Secretary for the Home Department - Lord Sidney. 
President of. the Council- Earl Gower (succeeded by Lord Camden.) 
LordPrivy Seal- Duke of Rutland (succeeded by Lord Gower) 
First Lord of the Admiralty-Lord Howe. • 
Lord Chancellor-Lord Thurlow. 

(The above composed the Cabinet., 

Master General of the, Ordnance -' Duke of Richmond. 
Attorney-G~neral- Lloyd Kenyon (afterwards Lord.) 
Solicitor-General-Richd. Pepper Arden, Esq. (afterwards Lord Alvanley., 
Joint Paymasters oftbe Flirces- Right Hon. W_,W~ Grenville (afterwards 
, ,Lord Grenville). and ILord Mulgrave. 
Treasurer ef the Navy- H:Dundas (afterwards Lord Melville.) 

,Secretary a~ War- Sir, Geo. Yonge, Bart. 
Secretaries to the Treasury - Geo. Rose, Esq. and Thoa. Steele, Esq. 

IRELAND. 

Lord-Lieutenant.:... Duke of Rutland. 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant - Thomas Orde, Esq. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer- Wm. Gerard Hamilton. 
To continue Lord Chancellor - Lord Liff'ord 
Attorney-General-John Fitzgibbon (afterwards Lord Clare.) 
Solicitor-General- Hugh Carleton (afterwards Lord CW'letoR aDd ,Judge 

in Common Pleas. \... 
Prime-Serjeant - Thomas Kelly (afterwards Justice of Coinmon Pleas.) 

PARL~AMENTARY REFORM. 

MR. FLOOD MOVES THi'. COMloUTTAL Oli' THE BILL FOR A MORE 
,EQUAL JlEl'RESI'.NTATION OF TIIB PEOl'I.E IN PARLIAMENT. 

Uarc" 20. 1784:. 
I , 

'ON a former day" M~. Flood had ,'obtained leave to bring in a 
- . bill).to rectify certain defects in the representation ot: the _peo
,pIe •. , Toe bill was receind, and read a first time. On this day, 
-i.faer uverat petitioJl8io its favoUr _ hlld. beeD laid upon th~ &able, 
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be moved .f that the biU be read a second time, and committed:" the 
bill was. accordingly read a second time: but on lh~ motion for its 
b~ing committed, it was opposed by Mr. Mason,. Sir Hercules 
Lallgrishe, Sir Boyle Roche. Mr. ,Hewit, Mr. Hutchinson, Major 
Doyle. Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Day,· Mr. Bushe, and Mr. Denis Daly_ , 
They contended that the measure was an inilovation on the consti
tution, and that it would not tend to' its amelioration. With re
spect to the bill in question, it was full of defects ; it would, irt' 
fact, narrow,. instead of extending, the representation of the peo
ple, by confining the right of votillg to resident freeholders, and 
by requiring a greater number of qualified voters than the Irish 

. boroughs alforded. The motion was supported by Mr. Brownlow. 
Mr. Montgomery. Sir H. Harstonge, Sir Edward Newenham •. :Mr. 
O'Hara, Mr. O~le, Mr. Gorry, Mr. A. Browne, Mr. Forbes,'and 
Mr. Grat~n. They stated that tbe voice 'of the peot>le c:alled for 
reform; ther.e were petitions from twenty-six counties lD its favour 1 
that 100 borongbs returning 200 members out of SOO,' was -not 
merely injurious to, but incompatible with, a. free constitution. 
The bill went to remove that undue and dangerous inlluenc;e. and 
restore the people to their PI'Ol,erty in the representation. -

Mr. GRATTAN said, The question before the 'House ~s, whe
ther this bill shall be committed? and that question should 
be decided by the principle of the bill, and not by any de. 
fect in its clauses. I believe that the present bill never .can 
be carried into effect; but may not' a bill be formed by cor
reeting all the .defects of this, bill, and still preserving its 
pl'inciples? Every gentleman that thinks this may be done, 
will vote for the bill going into a committee, because that iii 
tbe place to make alterations or improvements. 

That this bill is an innovation on the constitution, I deny. 
The fundamental principles of the constitution are abused. by 
t.he . corruption of boroughs;. and if they a~. reformation 
becomes necessary. This-bill goes to first. principlc.s: it is 
an innovation upon abuse! it is a renovation of the ~OllStitU';' 
tion I· 'Vhat was the octennial bill? what are our':election 
laws but innovations upon abuses, imd renovations of first 
principles? pur forefathers were not so apprehensive of. in
novation; the great charter was an innovation upon t,yranny, 
the bill of rights was also an innovation upontyranliY.; but 
they were both restorations of the people's rights. _ _ , 

It is said, that this bill will increase both the oligarchical 
and democratical factions of the state. This, 1 think. is impos.
sible: the power of the commons and of the people are.the 
same, and he is a bad man who would wi~ to separate th,em. 
It is not 300 gent)emeiJ sitt~ng in, p!,rliament, . ~at form the 
Commons of Ireland, but those gentlemen and' theiN'9l].s~i-

o .. 
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luetits together~ It is this alliance thatgiv('s strength 8mf. 
longevity to our~ c<?nstitution, which long ago would have 
fallen under tyranny, if not supported by the people: this is 
the cause why. the constitution of England has no~ fallen, ns 
that of France nos, for want of such an invigorating principle. 

Another. argument is, "that we ought ftot to pisfranchise 
tbose persons who at present enjoy the ;right ~f voting in 
boroughs:" but am that be called a franc\lise, ",hich is used 
as private property, either to be sold or. given away? Besides, 
we impose no hardship on those people, but. what the Jaw 
has already imposed; for the law of the land disallows the 
selling seats in parliament. 

I have declared my approbation of the principle of the 
bill, and I vliIl vote to have it committed; so far will I go, 
and no farther. I will not commit the Parliament, nor give 
my l:onsent to any act, or resolution, o!, expression, injurious 
to the Commons, because that would be to discredit their 
authority, and impeach the law-makers; and what have we 
been contending tor, but the supremacy of plirliament? I 
acknowledge our "Constitution has some defects; \,lut, such as 
it is, it is the best existing; Bnd.though it may be a proper 
subject for reform, it ought not to be the Ilubject of calumny. 
Mr. Pitt has set us a proper example: animated with his 
father's patriotic spirit, he wished to invigorate the constitu
tion of his cOlmtry, to supply it with strength, and remedy its 
infirmitie9; but he felt a dutiful respect, which restrained him 
from any violent or rash, proceeuing; he knew, that if, by 
any excess of the reformer, a l'eform was once lost, every 
hope must perish with it. 

Gentlemen. have intimated that discontents may prevail 
among the volunteers, and the people, jf this measure should 
be rejected. I doubt not but there may be 'some little ebul
lition; but nothing less than a miracle could convince me, that 
.they wtIl ever violate public peace and good order ; they are 
restrained by the constitution they possess, and by t.he fame 
which they have acquired. When I.declare this opinion of 
the volunteers, I know I speak before men, who, in con

junction with them, have done more ,han the barons at 
Runnymede, or the Convention Parliament; men, who have 

. acquired more by wisdom and discretion, than others by the 
. sword. I do not like the distinction, which says, tbe people 
and not the Parliament acquired the great objects for which 
this country lately contended: the distinction is neither jUllt 
nor true; they, were acquired by a happy concurrence and 
union of both. . 
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'Wboacquired the free trade? The House of Commons., 
Who' restored the appellant jurisdiction? The House· of 

Commons •. 
Who acquired the repeal of ·the 6th of George the First ., 

The House of Commons. . ' . 
Who framed an Irish mutiny bill? The House of Com

mons •. 
In a word, who obtained all that could be demanded or 

desired? The House of Commons,;"';" backed,. not bullied,. by 
the volunteers; supported, but n~t. intimidated. The -vo
lunteers never did, and never would attempt, to overawe the 
Parliament, under whom they formed that Parliament which 
they have pledged their lives and fortunes to support. '.' . 

As the principle of this bill, Sir, goes to a reform, I will 
vote for going into a committee; the defective clauses ~ay. 
there be altered, as was done in the case of the bill for re
lieving our Catholic fellow-subjects, which.I had the happiness 
to support. The right honourable gentleman who introduced, 
that bill, being convinced of its imperfection, consented to an 
alteration of its form, retaining its principle and spirit; the 
same thing may .be done with this bill~ and I sincerely wish, 
it may have the same t;ffe~t._ . 

Between three and four o'clock on Sunday morning, the ques:':. 
tion whether the bill should be committed, was put ;.and on a di~' 
vision, the numbers were, Ayes 85, Noes 159; Majority against 
the bill 74. . 
Tellers for the Ayes, Mr. Brownlow and Sir Edward Newenham. 

for tbe Noes, Sir Hercules Langrishe and Mr. MasOD. 

CUSTOM~IioUSE OFFICERS. 

MR. GRATTAN MOVES CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS RESPECTING. THE 
SALARIES OF THE OFFICERS OF REVENUE •. 

March 81.1784. 

ON this day, :Mr. Grattan brought up the report of the com
mittee on the revenue' expenc;es, and tbe House went into a 

committeethereiJpon. 

:M~'- GRATTAN _ observed ~ ; Though the" interference of a 
person so little acquainted wi~h revenue matteI'S in t~t de.., 
partment,;. which .is so ably adrpinistered by the present com-
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missioners, mat have somewhat 'of an invidious aspect, yet I 
am hll.j>py to declare that those gentlemen have not viewed it 
in that light, but have with the utmost alaerity given me every 
possible assistance' in promoting. the object for which the 
committee was appointed; and it appears to me throughout, 
that they hlive acted not only honourably'and diligently, but 
with a laudable ambition to distinguish· themselveil in the 
faithful dischal'ge of the high trust reposed in them; I, there
fore, desire it to be considered as not imputing the smallest 
fault, or applying the least censure, to those. gentlemen, while 
I endeavour to rectify some errors and abuses, that, in a suc
cession .of many years, and under different boards, have found 
way' into their revenue establishinent. l beg to state the 
expence of ,collecting the -revenue at two periods, viz. 1758 
and 1783; in the former period, the expence was 8] ,0001., in 
the latter, it was 180,0001.; I admit, that, in 1783, the sum of 
23,9001 .. (theexpence of the new custom hOllse) is included, 
but deducting that, the expence of collecting amounted to 
157;0001. .' 

The increase of .collecting does not ·arise from the increase 
of articles taxed, orany necessity of adding to the number of 
officers employed in collecting, as W!iS obvious to anyone who 
would consider that most 'of the' llew taxes were only addi
tional duties on articles heretofore taxed; and it was as ea!y 
for. an officer to receive two shillings as one on any article; 
therefore, that the increase of expence arose from the increase 
of salal'ies, may very fairly be preslHDed. 

In.the year 1758, the expence of collecting was about IS per 
cent. ; at present it is 16 per cent. 

The revenue expenees are divided into classes; the esta-
blishment and the incidentS. 

In 1758, the establishment was liB 58,000 
In li8a, . 92,000 
In 1758, the incidents were 17,000 
In 1783, '- . 79,000 
The per centage for a course of years fluctuated fwm ten tv 

fourteen; at present it is sixteen: so' that the experice of col
lecting the revenue is not increased by the increase of the re
venue itself, but by the increase of the per centage. 

I have now, Sirt shown you the facts, but not their CRUSes ; 

in order to come at their causes, I moved, that an account 
should be laid before the committee of nil the additions that 
had been made to the revenue establishments since 1758, 
stating, the causes of such additions, and the authority by 

,which they were made: this account was made out; it em
ployed several clerks for several weeks; and, indeed, &0 '1ery 
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voluminous, thilt, I own, 1 have not yet: had tim~ to loo'k 
through it; 0 1 do not, therefore, condemn nor approve what 
may thel"e be found: when the committee examines, they will 
be the best judges; they will, I believe, see much to reform; 
nnd I am convinced from the candollr of the commissioners, 
which I have already experienced, they will have their BS&ist-
a~~ , 

I find that there exists' a charity-fund for superannll!\ted 
officers, such as have served forty years without censure: this 
fund is supplied by a stoppage of sixpence in the pound of all 
salaries, Bnd the superannuated officer receives out of it three
fifths of his salary. When this fund has been found insuffi-, 
cient, f!"Om tIle increased number of revenue officers, pensions 
have been granted on the incidents, 'in' order to make it out. 
The progress is natural, from private charity to public bounty, 
and from public boli'nty to abuse. Every man who is tired of 
doing his duty, or who 'is unable or unwilling to do it, if he 
can 0 make interest with Government, gets ari order to the 
commissioners, and is immediately put on the revenue inci
dents, from which he in fact receives a pension;' not an open, 
but a masked pension. 1 do not speak of the present admi
nistration, or the present commis!'ionel"s: - this abuse has been 
growing five and twenty years; the present is the proper time 
to check it. 

o I find that the number of pen;;ions on the incident~ are 
543. I have made observations on almost all of them, but I 
will not go through the painful task: of animadverting on them 
now, as my object is to prevent future abuses, not to disturb 
the present possessors.; '1 must, however, remark, that having 
served forty years has not always been deemed a necessary 
title to a pension; thirty-eight years, thirty-five years, twenty
nine years, twenty-two years, 0 and sometimes the words long 
seroice, have been deemed sufficient. 

Great importunity, I know, will at last prevail over men; 
ana however the commissioners may determine to act' with 
rigorous attention, and to grant no penfoions but to men who 
have served the necessary period of forty years, yet still they 
will be' fortified in their determination by 2 resolution of this 
House. 0 Besides, there are many offices ill the revenue that 
may be performed by men who are become unfit for the more 
active and laborious duties; and by putting such men jnto 
-those easy offic~s, tbe necessity of pensions may in a great 
-measure be obviated. 
. The orders of Government have sometimes issued to place 
. persons on the "l"evenue incidents, without any reference to the 
'commissioners,' or any Teason being' assigned to' entitle the 
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pensioner to such: this kind of procedure carries its own 
censl,1re al!>ng with it. ,Government would not issue a peremp
tory order, ifany reasons- could be found for granting such 
pensions: this is,' 1 think, a very great hardship on the com
missioners, who often resisted, but l"csisted in vain. Where 
men are responsible, they should have power; and what they 
have not power to control, they should not be answer-, 
able for. 

To remedy this abuse, and to fortify the commissioners, I 
will propose a resolution, "That no person shan be entitled. 
to receive a pension on the revenue incidents, who has not 
served ,forty' years without censure, or who has not been 1li0 

wounded or hurt in discharge of bis duty, as to be rendered ' 
totally unfit for service; or who is not the widow of some 
officer that has lost his life in the revenue service." 

I find, Sir, that there have been granted several additional 
salaries, which have been continued to the successors of the 
grantee: this practice I' would abolish, as nothing would be 
more absurd than to reward one man for the services per-
formed by anoth~r. ' 

Some expence bas also been incurred by the experimental 
offices: ,these cannot be abolished, but may be limited to two 
years., , , ' 

I come now to useless officers, whose employments, 'I think, 
ought to be abolished as they fall in; though it would be cruel 
to turn the present possessors adrift, as they have no other 
means of living., 

And first, land-carriage officers. These appear to be of 
very little use, and, from the nature of their duty, cannot well 
be moved into any other situation. It is impossible for them 
to perform any considerable service, except by searching' all 
persons coming in or going out of the city; and this would 
be a breach of law, and an high infringement of the subject's 
liberty. , 

I desired to know the amount of salaries paid to this class 
of men for ten years last past, and find that it amounts to 
12,0001.; the seizures made by them in the same space of 
time amount to 10001.; their usefulness may be estimated 
from those circumstances. 

Coast-officers are of as, little use as land-carriage officer.; 
and, with them, ought to be abolished. 

I sent for a paper to inform myself concerning hearth
money officers. I find that since the year J 760, the bearth
money has increar;ed 10,0001. per annum, and that the ex
pence of collecting it has increased one-third; the revenue of 
hearth-money lias increased one,:,sixth, and the expenee of 
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,collecting it one-third:' this is, 'in a 'great measUl'e, owing to 
the creation of new collectors. I enquired into the neCessity 
of that creation, and was informed, that it arose from the great 
extent of some of the for~er districts; a single collector beng 
formerly obliged to coll~ct in If, range often of from thirty to 
rorty miles. Yet, 1 do not find that any great increase of the 
hearth-money took place dit'ectlyafter the creation of addi
tional collectors; and the lO,OOOl. a yeart which I have 
stated, may, I think, rather be 'supposed to arise from the 
increase of houses in twenty-four years, than from the increase 
of hearth-money, colfect.ors. ' 

Hearth-money supervisors appear to, me very useless, offi
cers, and may be put down; but this I submit to the com
missioners: at present, I do not mean to take any further 
notice either of. them or coast-officers.. " 

The law expences incurred by the re\'enue every year are 
already enormously great; and ought to be reduced. I speak 
freely on this head, because I know that the present law-ser
vants of the Crown are too independent of fortune and pt'in-, 

, ciple, to regard any vails of this sort. ' 
The number of bills passed each session have increased; 

~nd the sessions being ill future annual, must also multiply 
expence;' this is, therefore, 'a subject worthy of enquiry: I do 
not mean to move any thing on it :atpresent; but shall just. 
mention that within a very short space, the law 'expences ~ave 
amounted to 1),0001. '" .' 

Revenue cruizers have been another subject C?f very' great 
expence. ' 

The seizures made, by these vessels amount to 40,0001. 
T:he expence of their establishment to 140,0001. Until of 

late there has been one great error in the mode of conducting 
of these vessels, which is now rectified by the commissioners. 
The error was this; the captain of each cruizer was permitted 
to supply his own crew with provisions, for which he made a 
eharge against the revenue.' Now,. it. is manifest, that this 
made' it his interest to have nominally a large ~ crew, but 
actually a small one; that' it ,was his interest to stay on 
shore; where bis men being at liberty to provide for them-

'selyes, while he eharged th~ir daily allowance; and that he 
never could want a pretence to stay 011 shore; and while he 
was' always at liberty to have his vesse~ under repair,to CD

large her from time to time, always enlarging' his crew in 
proportion; this was, indeed, a most happy inventiollto 
reward men for not doing their duty; and this I am happy 
to 'See abolished., ' 
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The -next abuse tImt I shall state is, the absence oj eollec .. 
tots' from their districts. _ 

The collector is an officer Df very great consequence, -and 
the true performance of his duty would be of high advantage 
to the public. In his district be has all the authority of 8 

·commissioner; he should regulate all the officers under him; 
and yet, so far Jlre many collectors from doing this, that 
they scarce evet see the-place of their .collection, but leave 
the duty to be done -by a clerk, whom -the law does not 
recognize,-and who is not answerable to the board for his 
conduct; he gives no secut'ity to the public; and not un
frequently have great sums been lost by trusting to such men. 
One of my resolutions, therefore, goes to compel the residence 
of collectors. 

Another regulation that I think would- much promote the 
due collection of the revenue is, the raising of officer!i from 
the lower to the higher departments in succession; I do not 
-mean an indiscriminate succession by seniority, but that, in 
every. department of the revenue; as at present in the excise, 
men acquainted with the business should rise by successive 
degrees, and that he who has been checked, should check in 
his turn. 

The surveyors-general-have two salaries, one a fixed salary 
_ of 300t. a-year on the establishment, the other 200l. on the 

incidents. I would wish to have this altered, and that they 
should be paid a premium of a certain sum_ per day, while 
they were in the performance of their duty. 

I come-now to the last article, though I mean fi,'st to move 
upon_ it, because gentlemen who coincide with me on most of 
tile other points which I have mentioned, differ upon this. 

The custom-officers - they were originally effective officers, 
but when the leveaue was formed, they were rendel'ed useless, 
and therefore we now find them on our civil establishment. 
Afterwards, when the Crown took the revenue into its own 
hands, it was thought prudent to employ in the collection the 
persons that had been employed by the Jarmers. The custom
house-officelll continued useless; - notwithstanding this, ad.., 
ditional salaries have been granted to them, which are in fact 
masked pensions. I know while I speak on this subject, I 
stand on delicate ground; but with what face coiJld I propose 
a reduction _of petty officers, and leave those great ones 
remaining? The greatness of the persons who possess them are 
my best apology; for while their talents and fortune render 
them fit for the highest departments in the state, I trust their 
magnanimity will teach them to despise the paltry emoluments 
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of custom offices. I would 11ot. venture to speak ,thus 'ta 
inferior minds ; but as J have had the aid of some of those 
gentlemen in' the other, parts of the reform .• hav«;proposed, 
1 doubt not theywiU assist me, even' where they are tbeIIJ" 
selves in some degree affected. . 

I have called those additional salaries. masked pensions; 
they . are: so, indeed, and; of the most exceptionable ' kind. 
:There are not, indeed, above .seven or eight of them .in. the 
kingdom; buUhey may increase" and this is the time to stop 
thelJ). I have, therefore, prepared ,a resolution for that pur~ 
pose, which will not affllct the present possessors, but, eventu
)lIly, will prove highly advantageous to. the nation.. , . 
_ I .shall now move the following , r~olution: "To prevent 
the grant of any future additional salary- to cust()m~h()use.. . 
officers." . 

This was opposed by Mr. Beresford, the Prime Serjeant, the 
Attorney-~eneral (Mr. Fitzgibbon), and Sir Lucius O'Brien •. 

Mr. GRATTAN, in reply te Mr.Beresford~said, Howeve~ we 
may' differ in a few particulars, we agree in general. The 
fact is, that the revenue has increased, and part of the 

, expence of collecting has increased; no doubt that the expences 
increased before the right hondurable gentleman came into 
the revenue. I am sure he is just.in every particular; .and 
although there has not been a criminal increase lately, tqere 
has been an unnecessaryexpence. which he should wisq to 

- restrain~ If ever we collected the revenue at ten, or at" eight 
per cent., why should we now do it at sixteen? But we cannot 
be certain even of keeping it at sixteen. It has been said, that 
this does not come before thecommittee~ I brought itoll to 
stop public expence, and I see none so exceptiontble as those 
I have mentioned. I only wish that when the time comes 
that. offices cease, the expences may cease with' them, and 

. ~be officers may not be replaced. . With respect to its n9~ 
. coming before the committee, the committee is. now open 
under the business of the reven.ue, thel'efore it is proper. My 
right honourable' friend (the attorney-general), has said this 
.attacks the prerogative. I do not wish to attack the preroga
tive, but to prevent. the. growing expences. of the kingdom. 
Similar acts have been passed without the ,supposition of at
tacking the prerogative; but, when there is a manifest abuse, 
shall not the House of Commons say, that it is so; and have 
they not a rigl)tto .. give their opinion, ,'YithQut its being 
thought an attack upon the prerogative? As to the adcJitional 
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offices, they have not answered the purpose; and they ought 
to be abolished. 

With respect to the present act of the revenue, it allows 
the King, or the Lord-lieutenant, to add salaries or pensions 
to officers doing duty. But here we have officers who do not 
do 'their duty; it is done by their deputies; therefore theYill'e 
unnece5liary; and unless you can show me they are useful 
offices, their Ilalariea have been misapplied. Mr. Grattan paid 
many compliments to the present commissioners, and said, -
An honourable gentleman (Mr. Fitzgerald) has spoken on the 
part of administration, and said, it wJunjust to censure them, 
for they were the best. Pray, what reason have you to think 
them the best befol'e they have been tried? but, even 'ad
mitting them to be best, I do say, that no declaration or 
promise of theirs is so good, or so binding, as the resolutions 
of this House, to confine public expence within proper 
bounds. ' 

The first resolution was negatived without a division ; all the rest, 
being matters of'mere regulation, pussed unanimously. ' 

MEETING, OF PARLIAMENT. 

ADDRESS TO THE. LORD-LIEUTENANT, (DUKE 01' RUTLAND.) 

January 21.1785. 

ON the 20th, the House met pursuant to prorogation, when the 
'Lord-lieutenant delivered the following speccli from the 

throne:"":' • 
" My Lords and Gentlemen, , 

c, I have His Majesty's commands to meet you in parliament, 
,and to desire your advice and co-operation upon those affairs of 
,importance, which, in the present circumstances of the kingdom, 
require your most serious attention • 

. ~, : Whilst I lamented .the lawless outragei, and unconstitutional 
proceedings, which had taken place since ;your last prorogation, I 
had the satisfaction to perceive, that these excesses were confinell 
to a few' places, and even there condemned. And I have now the 
pleasure to observe. that by the salutar), interposition of the laws, 
the general tranquillity is re-established •. 

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons. 
II I have ordered the public accounts to be laid before you. I 

have the fullest reliance on your approve,d loyah, to the King, and 
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attachme!lt fo your country, that a due consideratiOn or the 
exigencies of. the state will lead you to make whatever ·provision. 
shall be necessary fot the public expences, and for the honouraltle 
support of His Majesty's goverDmeDt. 

c. My Lords and Gentlemen. . . 
•• I am to recommend, in the King's Dame. to your earnest in .. 

"estigation, those objoctsof trade and commerce between Great 
Britain and Ireland which have not yet received their complete 
adjustment. In framing a plan with a view tQ.l\.final settlement, 
you will be sensible.. that the interests orGreat Britain and Ire. 
land ought to be for ever united and inseparable, and His Majesty 

. relies on you"liberali~ and wisdom. for adopting such an equit. 
able system for the joint benefit of both countries, and the support 
of the 'common interest, as will secure mutual satisfactiol1 and 
permanency.' . . 

cc The encouragemeDt IllId extension of agriculture and manu
factures, and especially of your lineD' maDufacture, will, I llm per. 
suaded. engage your consta'!t concerD. Let me likewise direct 
your attentioD. 'in a particular manDer, to the fisheries on Y9ur 
coasts, from which you may reasonably hope for aD improving 

. source o.r industry and wealth to this kingdom,' and 0.( str.cngth to 
the empIre. . . . . 

. cc The liberality w-hich you have always shewn to the maintenance 
of your. Protestant' chnrter6/IChools, and other public in8tituti.~ns. 
makell' It unnecessary for 'me to recommend them to 'your care, 
You cannot more beneficially exert this laudable spirit. than by 
directing your attention to improve, aDd to diffuse throughout the 
kingdom, the advantages of good education. Sensible of its esseD .. 
tial consequence to the morals and happiness of the peopJe. and to 
the dignity of the nationt I am happy to assure you of His Ma:' 
jesty's gracious patronage; and shall be earnest to give every 
assistaDce in my power to the success of such' measures, as your 
wisdom may devise for this important purpose. . 

.. It is the province of your prudence and discretion to consider 
what liew provisions ma, be ne~essary for securing the subjec\ 
against violence and outrage. for the regulstion of ~he police. and 
the better execution of the'laws; as well as. for the general en .. 
couragement of peaceable subordination and bODest industry. It 
will be a pleasing task to me to assist aDd promote your exertions 
for the tran'luillit,1 of the kingdom., for upholding the authority of 
the legislature.. and supporting the-. true principles of our happy 
constitutioli both in church' and state,' . . . 

- IC- T~le uniformity of laws and ofreligioltj aod a common interest 
in treaties' with foreign states. form a: sure' bond of mutual con
nection and attachment. between Great Britain and Ireland. It 
will be your care to cherish these inestimable blessings with thall 
spirit and wisd~mwh!ch will rende~ tbem effectual securitiei to the 
strength and prosperIty o.f lh~ empIre." . 

The H~nourabte Thomas Pakenbam moved an address to His 
Majesty; he W8SIIeconded by Mr. Henry Gore. Lotd Edward 

VOL. J. P -



;210 . MEETING O¥ PARLIAMENT. [Jan. 21 • 

Fitzgerald moved, that the words, ... experienced moderation and 
iirmness"'~ .which occurred in the address, as applied to tbe Lord
.Jieutenant, sh.ould be expunged, and; in their place, the words, 
... and whose private virtues entitle him to the esteem' and regard 
of this House." Sir Edward Crofton seconded the amendment. 
After some r.emarks on the late proceedings of the Court ofKing'& 
Bench, in the case of the sheriff of the county of Dublin, and Lh~ 
unconstitutionaldectrine of attachments, the address and amend~ 
.mentwere carri~«lwithout a division. . . . 

On this· day a committee was appointed to. prepare an address 
to His Majesty ; which, in iinport, was but an e<:hp of the speecll 
from the throne. When the· report was bro'!ght up, Mr. Flood ex
pres~ed his surprise at seeing in the speech" that passage which 
stated the. existence of " lawless outrage and unconstitutional 
risings." The only assemblies that had met were county. meetings 
for parliamentary reform, and no man could say they were un~ 
constitutional.; there had been some unconstitutional proceedings. 
and tvosc were the proceedings iq the Court of King's Bench. 
A(ter dwelling on the impropriety of those measures against the 
Dublin sheriff~ and having urged the necessity of a reform in par~ 
liament,. he concluded with" moving an amendment, by adding to 
the first p~ragraph the following words: "and of expressing our· 
IlIlmble confidence, that Your Majesty's paternal benevolence to 
your loyal people of Ireland, aided by the counsels of ministers; 
.who have decidedly declared· in favour of a parliamentary reform 
in Great -Britain, will comply with the wishes of your. people in 
establishing in this 'kingdom that just and necessary confirmation 
of the constitution." This amendment was opposed by ·the At-

• torney.general (Fitzgibbon), .Sir Hercules Langrishe, Sir Boyle. 
Roche, Mr. Serjeant Toler, Mr. George Ponsonby, and Mr.Corry. 
The Attorney-general denied the charge that had been made 
a·gainst him by Mr. Flood, of having sent circular. letters to the· 
high-sheriffs of the different counties.to ·prevent ,public meetings. 
He admitted that the proceedings against the sheriff of the county 
of Dublin· had originated .with him, and were perfectly agreeable 
to the lawand.,constitutioil; that he had written to the sheriffs of 
the city of Dublin, to caution them against calling. any meeting 
for the purpose of electing deleitates to a general congress, and 
that. if they did, he would prosecute them: they accordingly had 
refrained from such aD illegal measure. He inveighed strongly 
against the proceedings resorted to for the purpose of obtain
jDg' parliamentary reform~ and censured the amendment in the 
'!ltrongest manner •. If was supported· by Mr. T. Burgh, Mr. G. 
Ogle,. Mr. Hartley, and Mr. Molyneux. Mr. Flood's amendment 
was, however, negatived without a division~ When that part of 
the address was 'read where the words t. our abhorrence of such 
.Iawless .and ·unconstitutional, proceedings"- occurred. 

Mr. GRATTAN said, I will not "give this part of the address 
a silent .l'ote. We are caIled upon to· defend the authority of 
Parliament, and the majesty of the people; the first, against 
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~ncroachm8nt; the latter, against misrepr:esenl1ltion. lap';' 
prove of this part of the address, because it dh'ectly strikes at: 
the 'violent ana unconstitutional measures ,which have drs.,;, 
graced ihis country sioce the last session~ One would n~til~ 
rally enquire the great call, or necessity, for all these extraor
dinary pl'oceedings;- one would suppose some great and fun~ 
(lamental principle of tbe constitution violated ; that the 
principles of the revolution wel'e invaded; that the petition of 
right had been infringed; that the great charter itself had been 
broken, or that the principles o( the Irish revolution of 1782 
had been invaded; that the Parliament of Great Britain ,had 
attempted to make laws for us; that the judicature of the Irish' 
lords had been encroached upon j that the power of the council 

, bad been revived, or that an army had been perpetuated upon 
us without consent of Parliament. One would not have 
imagined ",hat is the fact, that this c~untry is in the full, fl'ee~ 
and uninterrupted possession of the benefits of two revolution~ 
the English and the Il'ish; of the fruits of every exertion 
of both nations; that she is more free than· everjlhe was be-
'fOl'e J 782, and as free as England at any period. 

Notwithstanding this, we have seen a declaration that the 
Parliament of Ireland' is incompetent. 'Vhen ?, When. it 
became' independent. We have seen, another declaration" 
that it is an int~lerable grievance. When ? W!len it became 
free.:, We have also seen an engagement to support with life 
and fortnne whatever plan a body, called a national congress, 
Inightchoose to adopt. Did these men kriow' that a pledge 
of life and fortune, 'to support the plan of a congress, was an 
engagement to rise in arms, and' a transfer ,of allegiance'? 
Did they recollect that they had before asserted the contrary? 
had assel'led the sole and ,exclusive authority of the Irish. Par.
liament, ~ had pledged their lives and fortunes to support it? 
tbat they had 'obtained a high character for that exertion, 
and that, they were treading upon the, memory -of their own 
merit, as well as the laws of their .country, ·when t~ey thus 
addressed themselves 'to His Majesty and the publi~ in such 
empty strains of vanity and presumption? But,sQme had gone 
much further; they had .petitionedthe King to dissolve thE: 
Parliament, and to call another,) not according to, the laws, 
but: according to that, plan :which ~ :congress should frame. 
,What! that His l\1ajestl' should break. the charter of the land 
by his own prerogative! . They had advised '~im 'to do more 
than James the Second did,wben he abdiCated the crown, of 
both countries; Did those men Imow that tli~iwere.pctitio~
ing the King to eXercise more .thaI\a· dispensing' authority? 

"that 'if the King had followed their advice, he might have lost 
, p 2 ' 



. MEETING OF PA.RLIAMENT. [Jan. 21. 

his crown, and they might have lost their heads, if th.ey had 
attempted to. support hi~ in following their criminal sugges
tions? But 1 do these me~ the justice to slll'lpose that they 
were n9l aware of the nature of their deliberations, that they 
had too much principle t~ do what they had folly enough to 
publish; that they were resorting to high-sounding declnra .. 
lions witbout any meaning whatever. Pity that a noble spil'it 
should so degen,erate and.expose itself; that men should be
come too fond of an over-weaning interference; and deviating 
from the spirit of freedom;, should in!ensibly contract the lust 
of .powel', and should call upon the sovereign to commit the 
excesses of despotism, whilst they thought they were only 
committing the excesses of liberty. 

I would now wish to draw the attention of the House to the 
alarming measure of drilling the lowest classes of tbe popu
lace, .by which a stain had been. put on the character of the 
volunteers. The old, the .original volunteers had become 
respectable, because they represented the property of the 
nation; but' attempts -had bee.D made to arm the poverty of 
the kingdom. They had originally been the armed. property 
of Ireland. Were they to become ~he armed beggary! Will 
any man defend this? These measures I lament and con
demn, because they bave been call~ the measures of the peo
ple of Ireland; bQt the people have not been guilty, and are 
incapable of being guilty of such vanities. The nation bas 
been solicited to rise, but she stands unshaken and unseduced, 
and. it is an additional charge agninst those proceedings, that 
they assume the name of the people, without their authority. 
When men say the majority of the people, they mean consti
tutionally that they are the origin of power; but tbe populace 
differ much, and should' be clearly distiDguished from the 
people. I must condemn the appeal made to every class of 

. the people ,..,itbout distinction, and the injury done to the 
eonstiiutional electors of Ireland; for .an atlempt bath been 
made to bind the majesty of tbe people, and sacrifice her as 
a victim' ~o the rage of the populace. An appeal to the latent 
and summary powen of the. people should be reserved for ex
,traordinary exigencies; but the rejection of a popular bm 
was no just cause for their e?,ertion: they should be preserved 
sacred in the . storehouse of the people, and husbanded for 
great occaSions. They sbould not vulgariu popular exertions. 
I most sincerely lament the injuries which were done to the 
popular cause, as of a' more lasting nature than those com
mitted against the state. Government sOon recovers from the 
alarm, aud is compensated by increashlg its advocates. Then, . 
when we see any descl'iptioD of His Majesty's subjects denying 
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the powers of ParIiam~nt, pledging themselves to unknown 
plans of a body unknown to the constitution, they tben, I say, 
forget ,the object of reform, tremble ,for their existence, and 
seek .for· sh!-llter under the throne; but the people have no 
compensation. Who will restore to their country her union, 
her tranquillity, and her credit 1 .What compensation call 
~e made for the capital which has been drained, for the ma
nufacfures which have been deterred, ' and the character of the 
nation which has been sunk? We have seen the great in
struments of popular power, - .the popular resources of the 
country, wasted in idleness; the majesty of the people become 
a pageant, her thunder the play-thing of petty, shew and 
public mummery, and the sacred language of grievance as
sumed by \he cant of lunacy" hypocrisy and sedition. In re
gard to tJte national co_ngress, it has been declared by some 
law-authorities in this House, illegal. . This I will say of it, 
that I do not think establishments of that kind reconcileable 
to a House of Commons. 'l'wo sets, of representatives, one 
de jure, and' another supposing itself a representative de faeto, 
cannot well co-exist. I condemn this meeting, and' all other 
excesseS, because they prejudice the reform of Parliament, at 

. the same time that they insult its authority: they give the 
business of reform tbe cast and appearance of innovation or 
violence. The enemies of reform insist that it is an innova
~ion, and, that the people nre too' much inflamed to exerci,se 
with discretion an accession of power. I ani a friend to the' 
principle olreform, and deny both their .positions, and lament 
that any description of ' men, however few, should give a pre. 
tenc:;e to such an a'"gument. I dare say, some of these men 
whose measures I condemn, may mean well i I am sure they 
cannot mean all that their petitions and declarations proclaim. 
I think it fair and friendly to expostulate with them, by assur'; 
ingthem that they have been guilty of the wildest indiscre
tions, that they have gone much too far, and if. they go on, 
they will overturn the laws of their country. ' 

, Tbe questionbeiog put on the second paragraph, it was carried 
in the affirmative, and the address passed without opposition. 

1'3. 



COl.DIERCIAL l'ROI'OSll'ION8. [Feb. 11 •. 

COMMERCIAL PROPOSITIONS •• 

MR. ORDE INTRODUCES THE PROPOSITIONS REGARDING THE 
TRADE -BETWEEN IRELAND AND GREAT BRITAIN. 

Fe6ruary n. 1785. 

ON the 7th, Mr. Orde brought forward ten resolutions regarding 
the trade and commerce of Ireland: they were read, and. 

ordered to be printed. ' 01) this day the House went into a Com
mittee on the subject. The Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr. I. 
Foster)" stated, that the -lOth resolution had been withdrawn, 'with 
a view to amend it': it was introduced in order to put, an end to 
the rilinous practice of running in debt, and to equalize the reve
nues and expenses of the kingdom. He said be ·would propose 
some additional taxes, so 'as to prevent in future that burthen 
which was so injurious to a cominercial country; tbis equalization' 
once established, it is proposed that no surplus ot' revenue lihall 
accrue to the defence of. the empire, until the exigencies of Go. 
vernment ~re all supplied. This alteration, he said, had been 
made by the advice and assistance of a Right Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Grattan), ·to whom the nation was so indebted for his integ
rity, bis abilities, and success in the public servi~e. The effect of 
~hi8 plall would ~ to' insure future economy, and prevent future 
d~~ . . 

Mr. GRATTAN said, 1 am anxious to say a few words, both 
on the new resolutions and the plan. The resolutions I think 
absolutely indispensable; they have a three-fold principle; 
the first. is, after the expenses of the nation are paid, to 
contribute to the general expense of the empire;' the second 
is, that by making the slH'plus not applicable to the general 
expense, till·all expenses are paid, it interests both the British 
and Irish ministers. in Irish economy; the third is, to sub
ject that surplus to the controul of the· Irish Parliament. If 
the other resolutions bad. Dot passed, these ought still to be 
supported. They put an· end to debt; they decide the great 
question of 1 T 53 ; o they establish .Irish economy J they make 
the British ministry a guarantee to the integrity of tbis House, 
and the economy of Irish administration. The plan is open, 
fair, and JUEl, lmd such as the British minister can justify to 
both nations. He gave to England what she bad a right to 
expect, and perbaps he could not give her more. 

After Borne oppositioQ from Mr. Parsons. who opposed the reso.. 
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lutions in- toto. -and sOlUe -remarks fro~~ l\ir.Flood, Mr. Corry._ 
Mr.-_ Daly, Mr; Brownlow and Sir Hercules Langrishe. the: 
resolutions passed without' much 'opposition. They are' as 
follow: . . ', 

1. Resolved, cc That it is t.he opinion of this committee, that" 
-it is highly important to the general interest of the British empire .. 
that the trade between Great Britain and Ireland I.»e encouraged._ 
and extended as mucb as possible; and for that purpose, th~tthe, 
intercourse and commerce be. finally settled and regulated on pe~-:. 
manent and equitable principles, for the mutual benefit of botll 
countries. . . 
_ 2. Resolved ... That ~owards carrying. into full effect 1I0.de

sirable a settlement, it is fit and proper that all articles, not thE; 
gro_wth or manufacture of Great Britain 'and .Ireland. should be. 
imported into either kingdom from each other reciprocally. under 
the same regulations. and at the same duties, if subject to duties~ 

-to which they are liable when imported directly from the place of 
their growtb, produce, or' manufacture; and that all duties origi-
nally paid on impor~ation into either country respectively,' shall be 
fully drawn back on eXllortation to. the other. 

S.· Resolved; cc That for ,the same purpose. it is proper that na 
pro~ibition should exist in either country against the importation .. 
use. or sa\ll of any article, the growth,' product, or manufacture 
of. the other;. and that the duty on the importation of every such 
article, if subject to' duty in either country. should be precisely 
the same in one country. as in the other, except where an addition. 
may be necessary in either country. in consequence of an internaL 
duty o'n any such article of its own consumption. _ .. 

4. Resolved, "That in all cases where the du~ies on articles oi 
the growth,product, QI' manufactures of either country, are -dif,; 
ferent on the importation into the other, it would be expedient 
that they should be reduced in the' kingdom where they are th~ 
highest, ·to the amount payable in the-other;. and that all such ar~ 
tides should be exportable from tIle kingdom in which they shall 
be imported, as fre~ from duty as the similar commodities 8r hwne 

, manufacture of the same kingdom. .' . . - _ 
5. Resolved. "That Jor the same purpose it is also proper, that 

in all cases where either kingdom shall cbarge articles of its own 
consumption. with an internal-duty On the manufacture. or a duty 
on the material, the same manufacture, when imported from the 
other, -may be charged with a farther duty on importation, to the 
same amount as .the int~rnal duty on the manutacture; or to an 
amount adequate to countervl!-il the duty on the, material; and 
shall be entitled to such drawbacks or bounties on exportation, aa 
niay leave t1le same subject to no h1!avier burden than the home
mad~ manufacture; such farther duty to continue so long only as 
the iliterna.I consumption shall be cbarged with the duty or duties, 
to balance which.it shan be imposed,' or u!ltil the manufacture 
coming from the other kingdom shall be subj~cted there to an equal 
burden, not drawn back or compensated on exportation. . 

l' .. 
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6. Resolved, " That in order to give r.ermcnency to the settle. 
ment now intended to be established, it:: necessary that no pro
hibition, or new .or additional duties. should be hereafter imposed 
in either kingdom, on the impoJ:"tation of any article of the growth,. 
product, or manufacturel of the other, except such additional 
duties as may be requisite to halance duties on internal consump_ 

-lion, pursuant to the foregoing resolution. 
7. Resolved," That for the same purJ>ose it is necessary far. 

ther that no prohibitions, 01' new or additional duties, should be 
hereafter imposed in either kingdom on the exportation of any 
article of native growth, product, or manufacture, from thence to 
the other, except such as either kingdom may deem expedient 
from time to time, upon corn, meal, flour, and biscuits; and al(lo, 
-except where there now ex~ts. any prohibition which is not reci. 
procal, or any duty which is not equal in both kingdoms; in every 
which case the prohibition may be made reciprocal, or the dutiel 
~aised so as to make them equal. 

5. Resolved, " That for the same purpose it is necessary tha, 
n~ bounties whatsoever shall be paid or payable in either kingdom. 
on the exportation of afty article to the other, except such as relate 
to com, meal, malt, flour, and biscuits, and such BS are in the na
ture of brawbacks, or compensations for duties paid; and that DO 
bounty should be granted in this kingdom on dIe exportation of 
any article imported from the British plantatioQs, or any manufac. 
ture made of such article, unless in eases where a similar bounty 
is payable in Great Britain on exportation from thence, or where 
lIuch bounty is merely in the nature of a drawback, or compens. 
ation of, or for Iluties paid, over and above any duties paid thereon 
in Britain. 
. 9. Resolved, " That it is expedient for the general benefit of 
the .British empire, that the importation of articles from foreign 
states should be regulated from time to time in each kingdom, on 
lIuch t,erms as may afford an effectual preference to the importation 
of similar articles of the. growth, produce, or manufacture. of the 
other. .. '. 

10. 'Resolved, "That it is essential to the commercial interestll 
of this country, to prevent as much as possible an accumulation 
of national debt;. and that tberefore itia highly expedient that 
the allnual revenues of fbis kingdom should be made equal to its 
pnnuaJ expences. • . . . . 

11. Resolved, "That for the better protection of trade. wllat. 
ever sum the gross hereditary revenue of this kingdom (after de~ 
flucting all drawbacks, repayments, or bounties, granted in the 
pature. of drawbacks) shall produce, over and above the sum of 
656,0001, in each year in peace, wherein the annual expence. and_ 
~n each year of )Var, without regard to such equality, should be 
flppropriated ~owards the support of the naval force of the empire. 
in sucl) manner ali the parliament of this kingdom shall direct." 

• On the 12th the report from the committee was brought up; tbe 
resohitiOIlJ were leverall), read and p8l!6cd. . 
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, Thec.liancelJor ofth, £,xchequer then moved, an addres~ ~. His 
l\1ajcsty in these words: .. , ' 

.. That it be resplved, by , 
and Commons; in Parliament assembled, that the said resoluti<Jnl. 
be laid before Hill Majesty, together with an humble address to 
assure His Majesty that they are thoroughly sensible of His Ma-, 
jesty's unwearied attention 'to ~e welfare and, happiness of his 
subjects; that pur gratitude is peculiarly due to His Majesty for ' 
tbe measures whiCh since the last session of parliament, have been ' 
taken by.his,.royal QPmmand, towards form!nlJan arrangement of 
~ommerclalJDtercoqrse' between Great Britain and Ireland: that 
witl~ the mos~ !langqin«; lWp'c they look forward to the confirm
ation of these reS!lhltionll, containing the principles upon ,which ' 
they trust the Commercial interests of the two nations will be 
finally established. When these shall be hnppily and fully carried, 
into effect, through His Majesty's paternal goodness, and the wis
dom and liberality of his Parliaments, of Great Britain and Ireland, 
they shall, with the most sinc.ere satisfaction" behold a system , 
established upon the firm basis of reciprocal advantage, which will 
completely strengthen and cement ~he common interest and mutual 
affection of hoth kingdoms, and will indi!lsolubIy unite the efforts of 
all His Majesty's subjects of Great Britain an~ Ireland in maintain..; 
ing the strength, increasing the resources, and extending the power 
and credit of the British empire; and that it is their fervent prayer, 
that His Majesty may long possess the true reward ,of a great and 
generous mind, in beholding the blessings derived ,under his royal 
auspice~, and in receiving the just tribute of the most zealous duty 
and attachment-from his loyal and affectionate people." 

~he add,ress passed witIlout a division, witJt the excelltion, of 
Mr. Parsons and Mi". Alexander Montgomery. 

'Ayes 109, Noes none. 

MILITlA. 

February 14. 1785.-

ONthili day the Righ~ Honourable l\1:r; Luke Ga~diner moved; 
II Tha~ the sum of 20,OOOI~ be granted to His Majesty for the 

purpose of clothin~ the militia of this kingdom." The rno.tion was 
seconded by Mr. Hayes. It was supported by Mr. DeniS Daly. 
Sir Hercules Langrishe,·Mr. Arthur Wolfe; Mr. Boyd, and· the 

, :Attorn~y-genera1 . (Mr. Fitzgibbon); the latter ex~r~edhimself 
1D severe terms With respect to the volunteers. 'Ihelr character, 
he aa.id, had, of late, been altere,{ for the worse. they had ad
mitted into. their ranks a'Jow·description, of men, ~nd they had 
p~oeeed,E!4, in, ,3 \l;I~St. ,!~on8tit~tional JIl,ann~r 1, as Wll~ Jlv.id.en~ frail} 
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thesttmmons and the publications they had iately put fOl,th. The 
volunteers were warmly defended by Mr. Westby, Mr. Curran, Mr: 
Michael Smith, Mr. Hardy, and Sir Edward Newenllam. They 
said, that in time of war, they had defended their country, anll had 
obtained her liberties; - in time of war there had been no militia; 
and therefore that species of force could not be required in time of 
peace. The motion conveyed a 'silent censure on the volimteers" 
and' th~ necessity of such a measure was superseded by the 
:volunteer associations, and the' expence' attending the proposed' 
plan was .ery considerable. The 'volunteers paraded, kept guard; 
and did e~ery duty of ~he military; . they had been, and would 
always" prove willing to assist, without adding additional expence 
to" the country. The militia-law had expired, and to revive a bin 
so: long 'dorinant was a redection on the illustrious body that had' 

'I'endered such signal services to their country •. 

. Mr~ GRATTAN: said, there did not appear to, him any neces
sity for introducing the name of volunteer into the question. 
TlIe volunteers had no right whatsoever to' be displeased at 
the establishment' of a militia; and' if they had expressed 
displeasure, the dictate of armed men ought to be disregarded 
by Parliament. . . 

. . The right honourable member had introduced the resolu
tion upon the most constitutional ground. ,To establish a 
inilitia ~ he could not see how that affected the volunteers; 
and it would be a hard case, indeed, if mem,bers of· pal"!ia~ . 
ment should be afraid to urge such measures as they deel1led 
proper, for fear of giving offence to the 'volunteers~ The 
situation of the House would be truly UJ;lfOI'tunate if the name 
of the volunteers could intimidate it. I am ready to allow that 
the.great and honourable body. of men - the primitive volun
teers, deserved much,of their country; but I am fl'ee to say, 

. that they who novr assume the name have much degenerated. 
It is said that they rescued the constitution, that they forced 
Parliament to assert its rights, and therefore ,Parliament 
should surrender the constitution into their hands •. , But it is 
a mistake to say they ,forced Par-lialnent: they stood at the 
back of P.arliament, and supported i~s authority ; and when 
they thus acted with Parliament, they acted to their own glory; 
but whcm they attempted to dictate, they became nothing. 
When Parliament repelled the mandate of the convention~ 
they went back; and they acted with, propl'iety; and it wilt 
ever happen so when Parliament has spirit to assert its own' 
authority.. .• . 

Gentlemen are mistaken if they imagine that the volunteers 
are the same 'as they· formerly. were, ,when' they' committed 
themselves in suppor~ of the state,and the' exclusiv~ authority 
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of the Parliament of Ireland, at the Dungannon meeting. 
The resolutions published· of late hold forth a v~ry' "CiiffereQt 
language.. . 

. Gentlemen talk of ingratitude.: I cannot see how voting a· 
militia for the . defence of the couutry is ingratitude to the 
volunteers. The House has been very far frolDungratefl,llto 
them.' While they acted with Parliament, Parliament. 
thanked and applauded them; but in attempting to nct. 
againsL Parliament, they lost their consequence. Ungrateful! 
Where ~s theinstance ? It cannot be meant, that becall~e the 
House rejected the mandate which vile incendiaries hall urged 
the convention to issue; because, when snch a wound was 
threatened to the constitution, the House declared that it was 
necessary to maintain the authority of Parliament, that there
fore the House was ungrateful! 

At this side of the House, it was not meant to introduce the 
volunteers at. all, but the gentlemen on the·other.s.ide phal.:. 
lenge .us to go into the question, and tell us' that it is not safe 
to refuse thanks to armed men: but if' they persist in their. 
folly, I will tell them, that we are the legislature, and'they arc 
the subject; and a high-mettled Parliainent, which feared not 
to oppose nUthe power of'England, will notbe terrified by 
these men,who are not the original volunteers. . -

It is somewhat astonishing, a(ter we have restored the con,:" 
stitution, and while we are establishing commerce on the 
most permanent foundation, we should be told that we must. 
not have a militia in the country, for fear of inflaming-the 
anger of th~ volunteers. I have no idea of inflaming them.-. 
But there is a cankered part of the dregs of the people that 
has been arIDed. Let no gentleman give such men cpun
tenance, or pretend to join them with the original volunteers. 
The great original volunteers have diminished, and their.name 
is now assumed by people who ever:y day utter. doctrines not 
conformable to the . laws of. the land; and as. I was one ·of. 
the first to encourllge and bestow. praise upon the original. 
volunteers, so will I be the first to oppose the men who w~uld 
disgrace the name. . _ 

After. great exertion" every body' requil'es relaxation; a 
body of armed citizens more than any other: and wbenthe 
war was finished, when the rights of their country -had been 
established, the greatest friend of the volunteers could only 
have.\Vished to see them retire in glory, and hang. up their 
arms in _ the temple of-liberty. A great majority of them did 
so~ The men ~who now assume .the· n~me" and no longer re
tain the principle, of the volunteers,; must 'not· be ·suffered : to 
dictate: no parliamel!t ever will 5ubJllit to the· despotism of 
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a minis~r, if it is not afraid of the people: at present, I arn 
not disposed to fear either. The real volunteers are' too wise, 

-too loyal to injure the constitution of tbeir country, and the 
Parliament and the present Government may stand upon their 
character. ' 

~- .. 
The question being put upon Mr. Gardiner's resolution for 

20,0001. to emboily a militia, there appeared, Ayes 139, Noes 63; 
Majority 76. ' 

COMMERCIA~ PROPOSITIONS. 

Februa"9 28. 1785. . 

ON this day tbe Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr. Foster) pre-
iented a bm, granting certain additional duties to His 

Majesty!' Mr., Corry stated, that he conceived the new duties 
'were in consequence of the new propositions for trade, and as it 
was possible they might not be agreed to by the Parliament of 
Great Britain, the new taxes should not be yet proceeded on : 
the resolution and vote of 140,0001. was on the supposition that 
the' propositions would be agreed to. Mr. Flood said, he would not 
be sorry if the propositions did not pass in England, as the country 
would get rid of a system, unequal to the purposes for which It 
~a8 introduced, and get rid also of the new taxes. The minister 
called on the Parliament to raise 140,0001. new taxes, for the 
.purpose of handing over the surplus of the hereditary revenue to 
Great Britain. This led him to believe the propositions would be 

. agreed to by Great Britain. The Attorney-general (Fitzgibbon) 
said,. he did not suppose the adjustment to which the Irish Par. 
liament had agreed, would be rejected by Great Britain; if so, 
that would lay a just foundation of jealousy and complaint: he 
said he was never forward to commit the House, neither should he 
be the first to recede: he wished well to the empire, but Ireland 
was ~he object of!JiS preference. 

Mr. GRATTAN rose, and said, Si~, I will not sit silent 
at so critical a period. I voted for the resolutions for a 
final adjustment. I adhere to them now. 1 conceived them 
then, as I do now, that, with regard to both countries, 
they were just. I thought' tbat the minister, wishillg to do 
justice to Ireland, could not offer less; wjlling to do justice 
to England, could not offer more. It was an adjustment 
which he might offer to either country, and though Dot 
certain to give immediate satisfaction to all rank. of men in 
both, yet it essentially promised, and united their common 
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interest, and laid the foundation of general harmony. The 
minister acted like a man who was not afraid to encounter. 
the prejudices "of an hour, in the establishment of fame for an· 
etel'Dity.. He seemed to assert parental duty, and as he bore 
the name,to revive the virtlie of his father. • 

I shall not sit down without a few obServatiofts'1m the 
tenth andele'Venth propositions. By the proposition, in its 
fil"st shape, we might have borrowed money to support the 
expences of Ireland, and" at the s"ame time aliened money to 
support England; that is, "we might have done what we had 

" no right to do ; we had no 'right, in the payment of e!pence, 
to postpone Ireland, and give a preference- to the navy of 
th~ empir.e. The representatives of Ireland canIiot (anel 
no law can be valid that says otherwise) provide for England, 
until they have first taken care of Ireland, - it is Irish money, 
and they are Irish men; Ireland has a natural and malien
able right to priority in the application of her own Dloney. 

Another very ,strong objection is, that in the original 
motio~ as the money is applicable to the navy of the empire~ 
whenever the hereditary revenue exceeds 654;),0001., a financier 
might procure that excess whenever he pleased; for he 
might so tamper with the additional duties as to create an. 
artificial swell in the hereditary revenue for England, while 
he sunk the additional duties for Ireland; that is, he might 
I!ink the general fund \~hile he raised the hereditary revenue. 
The power to do so would be a perpetual temptation to thl) 

. wor:st sort, of tricks, of which I am far from suspecting the 
present ministry, or of suspecting ministers in general~" . 

An objection has been ~adetQ this, ,as contrary to good 
policy, to increase taxes in order to procure a surplus; but the 
objection is founded on an ignorance of the resolution, which 
does not give the surplus to the navy of England, where 
there shall be an excess of revenue over and above the 
expence of Ireland, but over. 'and above the particular point 
in the hereditary revenue" namely 650,0001.,. so that there' 
are two restrictions, first" that you shall not. pay England a' 
sum of money when the minister produces a home deficiency. 
Second, that you' shall not pay England the increase when 
there is not a redundancy. An abundance of taxes would 
probably sink the "hereditary revenue below the mark' of 
650,0001., so th!lt you create another provision before you 
grant to the general aid - the provision of trade as well as 
redundancy; but you should afford a temptation to a ~e
-dund~cy of taxes, by disposing of the surplus of the revenue. 
. An objection has, been,made to·'this'resolution" as forcing 
.this, QOuntry into 'many new taxes: the- question is Dot b~tweeD 
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:ne~ taxes and no taxe~ but. between . new i~xes and an nc':' 
.cumulation of debt; for tbe revenue' wanted 14-0,0001., to 

• equalize it to the national expenditure; the difference' is then 
·between running in debt lind new taxes to found a new 80-

. cumulation, that is, between the best Dud the worst. . 
I c&nf&s' I had some anxiety on this subject, but in com

municating with. the gentlemen in administration, and im';' 
parting my objeCtions to them, they satisfied every scruple; 
and itis but just to say, that I found amongst them 'a degree 
of candour, integrity, and honest patriotism, extremely to' 
their honour.· 

I collect the sense of the House, in' which I do entirely 
coincide, to be a determination to adhere to. their own reso
Jutions with. the. utm~st firmness~ but with the utm~st moder.;. 
~tion~having an entire reliance on the justice of the' English 
nation, and of the English minister. . . 

The. Chancellor of the Exchequer then pre~nted several money 
bills, which Were read a first time. 

June 13. 1785. 

MR.ORDE PROPOSES AN ADJOURNMENt. 

MR. ORDE moved,"That the House at its rising do adjourn 
'to that day fortnight." . . 

Mr. Forbes moved sA an amendment, " That the House be called 
over on Thursday fortnight, and that the Speaker do write circular' 
letters to the members, ordering them to attend on that day', as 
they tender the constitutional and coinmercial rights of Ireland." 
. The Chancellor of the Exchequer (Foster) said, that matters of 
great consequence were to be Brranged, but that he did not think 
it right to alarm the country, by insinuating that any thing in-
jurious to their rights would be attempted. . 

Mr. Forbes said, that the twenty resolutions published in the 
English votes of the House of Commons had raised an alarm 
respecting the constitution of the country. The motion was founded 
on no less a precedent than that adopted preparatory to the meet
ing of the .16th of April 1782, from whence Ireland dated ber 
emancipation; and the present que~tion affected her independent 
.legislature. 

The amendment w~s opposed by the Attorney.general, Mr. 
Mason, General Luttrell, and the Secretary of State (J. H. 
Hutchinson). . . 

It was supported by Mr. Corry, Mr. Browne, and 

Mr. GRATTAN, who 'said, 'Sir, I am foJ." the adjournment. 
I concnr in this motiorr, because I think it absolutely nece .. 
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union depriving liS of liberty, and ruinolls to' our eouqtry 1" Mr. 
Flooddecliued, that the fourth resolution of the 8ritish Parliament 
was an attack on the independence of Ireland. The Parliament of 
Great Britain had debated the business for five'months, and'yet 
the' ministers of the' two countries could flot understand each 
other. He' would, therefore,. move the following resolution,: 
.. That we will maintain undiminished the, free and full exercise, 
at all times. of the sole and exclusive authority of" the.Itish legi~ 
lature to legislate for Ireland, commercially and extern~ly as welL 
as internally'" , " ,. " 

This was supported by Mr. Michael Smyth and ,Major Doyle. 

. MI'. GRATTAN said, , 
I shan tmuble the House with pne word upon the adjourn

ment; n.t that I think any JlegociatiQn can alter the nature 
and tendency of the British resolutions, so as to make it pos~ 
sible for them to appear in tllis. House; but I think it fair 
to give the minister the longest tim~ to bring the countt'y .out, 
of the difficulties in which it is involved. As to the con
stitution, it is not subvertible;' it cannot be, bartered; there
fore we' have nothing to apprehend {mm 'waiting the time 
l'equia'ed ' , ' , 
. In th~ year 1'182, I wished to· move the addr~ss on an 
.original measure of Government. I requested the approbation 
of the Duke of Portland, but was refused. I was. told that 
His Grace, with very good intentions to the liberty of Ireland, 
could not be responsible, or pledge. England to that address. 
Imoved, therefore, as of myself in this House, and, indeed~ 
the ministet' backed it with his utmost power '; it was ,a de
mand, from an iota of which the Parliament of Ireland :never 
receded. Tbe Duke of Portland,it bas been said" pledged 
Great Britain to the Irish constitution, as the present ministry 
did to the eleven propositions; but it was not so~The elevell 
propositions were not the demand of the country, but the offer 
of the minister. The constitution was the demand of the 
uation, backed by the lives and fortunes 0{ Parliament 
and the people. Mr. Fitzpatrick was charged with having 
pledged England to the address of 1782; it was not so: the 
case was as I have 'stated it •. 
. I do not mean to say, that the right honourable geritleman 
(Mr.Orlle) had pledged'the British nation to the first pro
position; but !say, the ministers were pledged, and in a very 
particular way, by 140,-0001. in new taxes. I have no ideaot' 
their taking such a sum, and, holding such language in a 
House of Parliament, as we have heard, without any thing 
pledged. '. I say that the system :is subvel'Sive of the rights ot' 
Ireland; and' I say tbis upon the authority or the English 
, VOL. I. 2' 
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resolutions. Gentlemen may say; I cannot know what will be 
brought forward. I have no doubt of the honourable inten
tions of the Irish Government; but I speak of the resolutions 
passed in England,. and these, I say. are subversive of the 
~berties of Ireland. Every man knows, that the first principle 
of the English constitution, is the power of making laws to 
bind .ourselves; but if others are to make laws to bind us, we 
are slaves, even thougho\ll~ own Parliament registers those 
Jaws! I say again, I have no doubt uf the integrity of our 
Government; and I believe the method they will take in thili' 
important business will be honourable to them: but I know, 
that it can never'be a system without the concurrence of both 
nations. It is in.vain, that England acknowledges our jnde- . 
pendence, while she desires to make laws for us: it is just as 
if a man was to say to his friend, " Sir, 1 have a clear title to 
your estate, therefore make it. over to me." The qnestion is 
not, whether we 'are free; but, whether we will continue so. 

, A g('Otl(!man. has said, the te!1th -resolution, as altered in this 
Honse, was never noticed in England. He is mistaken as to 
the: fact : it was 'very much argued, and being thought too 
much in favour of Ireland, was restored to its original form, 
in which it now stands. ~s to pal·ties in England, we Bl'e' 
not to consider parties. Ireland is a substantive, snd can stanel 
alo~ Though what has been imputed to party may be well 
defended: they respected English commerce, but theyre
garded the constitution of both .collntries. I can overlook 
their partiality to the c;.,mmerce of their own country; per
haps .1 may ahio feel the same partiality for the commerce of 
mine." 

Mr.Orde's motion of adjonrnment to Thursday se'nnight .was 
carried without a division. 

Aug. 11. 1785 •. 

Mil. I'LOOD. MOVES HIS nEsOLU~ION REGARDING THE 
.PROPOSITIONS, 

THIS day the House met, pursuant to adjournment, when 
Mr. Flood rose to propose to the House the resolution he had sub
mitted at their last meeting, viz. .. That we will maintain undi
minished the free and full exercise, at all times, of the sole and 
exclusive authority of the Irish Parliameilt to legislate for Ireland, 
commercially and externally as well as internally." He said this 
was rendered necessary in conselluence of the British Parliamenf 
having declared, as a fundamental condition, . that all the laws of 
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England now made. or hereafter to be made for the re~latinn of 
commerce, shall be adopted in Ireland. I opposed this business 
in its origin. I had then the honour to be in the minority: I now 
see the two gentlem.en who were with me on that occasion. .1 told 
them that they would nne day glory in being in that minority: I 
am sure they do so now; and r.. am sure there is not a man whit 
hears me, who does not wish it had been a majority. The freedom 

. of our constitution is necessary to support the freedom' of our 

. trade. Liberty is tbe- nurse of commerce, .and I will not give IIp 
all atom of it: I· say, you have no right to .give it up. But if a 
Parliament could be so profligate. so base as to 'attempt it, (Here 
the Attorney-general (Fitzgibbon) cried, Hear him! hear him!) I ask 
you, may it not be attempted 1 But I will raise my voice. and will 
be heard at the extremities of tbe land! My bead and my }leart 
are independent; my fortune is independent of the prince and of 
the people; and that man sllall not descend to the grave in peace 
who would destroy tbe freedom of my country! I am content to 
be a fellow-subject with my. countrymen. but I will not be theil: 
fellow slave! 

. Mr'- Conolly. Mr.· Curran. Mr. Laurence Pprsons. and Mr. 
Kearney, stated their objections to the mode of proceeding; and 
their hope. that the several hundrea printed copies of the bill 
brought into the English House. had been distributed among the 
Irish members to little purpose. 

Mr. GRATTAN said,Th~ resolutions of the Irish Farlia
ment and theh- address were transmitted to His Majesty; and 
afterwards, by his order, laid before the Parliament of Great 
Britain: that Parliament took them into consideration, and 
totally, fundamentally, and radically departed fi'om them. A 

. bill was then brought into the English Parliament, founded 
on twenty resolutions which .it had passed, 110t indeed agreeing 
exactly with the twenty resolutions.- but conformable to their. 
general spirit, and with some addition. \Vbal this bill will be, 
when complete, we cannot say: we have only the authority of. 
the mover as to his intention. Bl.lt what w.e sho\lld now do is; to 

. address the tbrone,to lay berore us the twenty resolutions. 
that the sense of the Irish 'Padiament may be taken on them; 
fOI" we cannot Dring in a bill, if we do not assent to the prin~ 
cipJe of these resolutions. . 

Now, what the reason is, that these twenty resolutions have 
'not been laid befor~ us, or why a bill is proposed in the ti."5t 
instance, I cannot see; for it is certllin, if the sense of this 
House was taken, it would be found diametrically opposite 
to the sense of the English Parliament. The two nations 
differ; and that is the plain state of the fact. Ireland sent 
over eleven resolutions; England returned twenty, ·directly 
!>haking our legislative independence. 

, Q~. 
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The right hon~ secretary' has said, ile will state what he 
hopes will prove satisfactory to the nation. ' Now, let me sup
pose that, what he states is consonant to the eleven propo
si~ions of Ireland, and directly opposite to the twerity resolu
tions of England. If he does.so, the House will say he has 
dOi1e very handsomely by this country; but it would be nuga
tory to selldover a bill founded on these principles: such a 
bill could never pass under the great seal, in opposition to 
what' England h,as declared a fundamental pririciple. 

It is,. however, proper to give the right hon. gentleman an 
,~pportunity of declaring his consistency, and showing how 
properly he has acted: but, if he asks leave to bring in a bill, 

. ,he takes from you the opportunity of discussing that bill, and 
bespeaks your ,assent to. resolutions which, if put totidell' 
verhis, would 'be unanimously rejected. 
" I think that very great praise is due to the right hon. gen
tleman (Mr. Orde) for th~ zeal with which he has laboured' 
to 'procure something for the advantage of both countries; 
and I think the House should hear what he has to state, 
,butlll)ould not let him move any thing, because silen('e in such 
a case is admission; ,and .10 suffer any thing to be moved, 
without first declaring our sense of the British resolutions, 
would be to admittheir principle. Let the House, therefore, 
,as soon as it shall have heard the right hon. secretary, come 
'to an address, stating the, constitutiof! of this country; nnd 
let the addl'ess be as reconciling as possible, but let it be an . 
address of assertion; for it is not the fourth only of the British 
resolutions which trenches upon the independence of I,;eland; 
there are others, particularly those which go to establish the 
,same revenue laws in Ireland which England has, or shall 
pass. I say, therefore, the House of Commons should not 

,negociate; but· let us, in general te1'l119, assure His Majesty 
of our loyalty and grateful sense of his paternal attention, and 
'also of our determination to keep the constitution inviolate, 
:and ilot involve it in the conlmerci,al treaty. Let us meet the 
fourth proposition in terms, and let us in terms meet the other 
'exceptionable parts. 'Let u~ keep our constitution out of the 
, treaty; for constitution is the great spring to commerce, and 
nurBe of trade; and if we give that up, we lose ollr power as' 

'a parliament, and most deservedly lose the profits of II'ade. 
,. We should also say,. that the commercial arrangement is 
, not a subject of sufficielit importance to commit two nations 
., upon. 1 know it was intended originally rather as a matter 
of settlement than commerce, and thel'cfore to persist now 
'to sacrifice ev,el'y thing to it, is folly: it is laughable to SIIP-
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pose tbat the right. hon. "secret~ry can ~ possibfy produce any 
system'tbatwill now be acceptable to the two nations. Great 
Britain has already spoken. by her :Parliament, and' Ireland. 
has done the same. The British minister and the British· 
Parliament speak in, the fourth resolution; they offer you the' 
shadow' of the British market, provided you give up the sub •. 
stance of the Idsh constitution; they offer you trade, provided' 
you ,give them the government of that trade~, To whom are' 
YOII to give it? to,you,r riva~s.Thewhole hangs on this: we, 

,are to covenant that we will adopt their laws, that is, we give· 
them up the livirig security of our parliament, and take the' 
indefinite security of reciprocal advantage and equal benefit.; 
It is impossible to say what would be equal benefit. England 
has great incnmbl;ance, but she has great ability to discharge 
that incumbrance. Ireland is exactly.in the reverse situation ;' 
she'has !lmaU incumbrance, but then her means are small, so 
·that~what might be deemed by Bt'itain equality, might prove, 
very great inequality.' '. 
, I did not mean to go so far when I got up. I would wish, 
to' accommodate the minister; but, there are times when we. 
should prefer the happiness of our country to punctiIio~ Gen
tlemen have been' harrassed with"coming up to numberless! 
attendances; JlOd it is now time that they should know whe-' 
ther they ar,e to return to their respective shires, - freemen or 
DoL ' 

• Mr. Orde having assured Mr. Flood that he intended to move 
the, propositions the ensuing day. Mr. Flood withd~ew his reso~ 
lutIon. ' 

MR. ORDE MOVES THE COMMERCIA.L pnOPO&I!:IONS~ 

August 12. 1785. , 

, ON,this day, Mr: 'Orde brought fo~ward the commercIal pro.; 
positions. He stated. that. although the eleven propositions had 
been agreed to by the Parliament of Ireland, it did not follow 
that the House stood pledged to them; they were the ground
work on which a superstructure was to be raised ; .. their object was 
to fOfm a scale of equal benefits. with im equal construction of 
the navigation laws. and to admit Ireland to every benefit that 
'England enjoys.' These concessions were -disadvantageous to 
Great Britain.' and a return was naturally expected; that return 
was a portion of revenue. Conditions, it was true, had been pro- ' 
posed, that were inconsistent with the constitution, but in the 
present arrangement none such exist., ,That, this is' the case,' I 
shall read from the bill certain, clauses: 

51 3 
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(Here Mr. Orde read the fullowing clause :] 
•• And whereas· no law made by the present· Parliament -can (lr 

ought to limit or restrain the free and unquestioned exercisE' of the 
discretion of any succeeding parliaments, ,who mu~t be competent 
~ually, as is, the present, to every ac~ of legislation whatever, 
and to deliberate UpOfl~ enact. or decline to enact, any of the' 
regulations or provisions to be considered as essen~ialllnd funda
mental conditions of this settlement." 

Mr. Ordethen read some other. clauses from the bill intended 
to be proposed; and concluded by 1II0ving ... That leave be given 
to bring' in a bill for effectuating the intercourse anJ commerce 
between Great Britain and Ireland on permanent and equitable 

,principles. for the mutual benefit of both' kingdoms." -

The motion was seconded by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
(Mr •. Foster.) It was supported by Sir Nicholas Lawless, Mr. 
Mason, Mr. Gardiner, Mr. W. B. Ponsonby, Mr. Marcus Beres
ford, Mr. W. Wellesley Pole, Mr. W. B. Conyngham, Colonel 
Gore, Sir Lucius O'Brien, and the Attorney-general: he stated, 
that the COURtry_ was not affected by this measu\'e in point of con
stitution ;. any more than it had been by the act of 1779; the prin
ciple was admitted then, and was the same that is now acted on, 
and it was but fair ·that if Ireland got the trade, she should regu
late that trade by those laws which formed the strength of the 
empire. 

The motion was opposed by Mr. Forbes, Mr. Brownlow, Mr. 
Hardy, Mr. Curran, Mr. Flood, Major Doyle, Mr. Browne (or 
the college,) Mr. Michael Smith, Mr. Corry, Mr. Hartley, Mr. 
CenoHy, and Mr. Ogilvie; , 

Mr. Flood maintained, thai the British colony-trade was adjusted 
in 1780: Ireland, therefore, was entitled to participate in every 
advantage of 'the colony-trade. Until the 15th' of' Charles the 
Second, Ireland could import and export fi'om the British colonies 
as freely as England; and it was absurd to say, that the .freedom 
which Ireland possessed until the time of Charles the Second was 
ialtended to be withheld in 1780; that which America pos~essed 
to the time of her separation, . and that which New Brunswick pos
sesses at this mOlD(Dt! That, by the 2nd, Srd. and 4th flf the ori
ginal propositions. wbic~ bad IIOW' increased to twenty. there 
was, eitber-expresslf oc jmplied~, a .,enunciation of every ad
vantage and principle obtained in the late era of five yearll,- one 
in wbich Ireland glories 1II00re than in any other pel'iod of her ex. 
istence. By this arrangement. Ireland was to make a perpetuaa 
grant tq the British navy, which Great Bl:itain had not done; ana 
which n~ free eountry ought to make to an armament under the 
command of the Crown.. Above 100 yeara ago, in tbe fever of 
the Restoration, an.! infatuation of the moment, this country had 

_made a perpetual grant to support an. Irim marine. England 
would not allow it to be llpplied, but turned it to the support of 
an overgrown land army, that was a bllJ'dell '0 Ireland. " Wllaa 
.alion (exclaimed Mr. Flood) would 1l0~ pr"tc~t Ireland. wjthout 
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tribute, to' whom Ireland _ were to give what she· gives to Great 
Britain P She gives her the Domination of her monarch, and therein 
of her whole administration throughout every department; a third 
estate in her legislature, t;lle creation of he~ peerage, the- influ
ence' ,?ver, placemen and pensioners' in the House of Commons; 
she gives her a mighty army, the use of near a million and a half 
of yearly revenue; five millions a-year in imports and export.s; 
above a million b.-year in absentee expenditure, which, at the 
grievous issue of one l!Jillion a-year from Ireland, carries above 
200,000/. a-year in tues into the nritishexchequer; she gives, 
her the use of three millions of people in peace and war. and of 
seventeen million!! of English acres, in a happy climate and a 'happy 
soil, ,and so situated, as to be the best friend, or the worst enemy 
in the world to Great Britain! What,' then, nlUst we not feel at 
Ireland being brought for a moment to entertain this idea,' and 
this too, but three years 'after her national independence ! That 
such a' tribute should have been the virgin-fancy of independent 
Ireland, must have been astonishing!", Mr. Flood then went 
at length through the Irish and English propositions, which he 
described as injurious to the commerce ,of Ireland, and fatal to her 
constitution. " , 

Mr.'Corry stated ~hat; when Lord Camden had been asked Ilw 
"pinion, wllether the fourth resolution invaded the independency of 
Irela~d, he replied, that were h~ pressed for Ilc~en years he would 
not give an answer t~ the questIOn. , 

Mr. GRA.'l'TAN spoke as follow~: 
Mr. Spenker_- 8il", lean _excuse the right llOnoumble 

member who moves for leave to bring in the bill. He 
is an Englishman" /lnd contends for the powel" of his country, 
while I am contending for the liberty of mine; he might 
have spared' himself the tl'ouble of stating his own bill. l 
read it before; 1 read it in the twenty resolutions; I read it in 
the English bill, which is toal1 intents and purposes, the 
same; and which he might read without the troub), of l-eSOI"t,
ing to his own., His comment is of-little moment; 11 lord .. 
lieutenant's secretary is an unsafe commentator, on an lrisll. 
constitution; the former merit Qf the right honourable gentle.
man, in pressing for the original propositions and contending 
against the present, which be "OW SUppOI-ts, may have bee~ 
very great, and 1 am willing to thank him for his pastser .. 
vices; they may be a private -consolation to himself. No 
more. I differ from him in his account (If tbis transactio~'. 
He was pledged to his eleven propositions; his. offer Was the
proposilions; ours the taxes.: he took the, lat~el". but fOl'gets 
the former. ' I leave both, and came to hiS system. Here if; 
becomes, Qecess81'y to go back a little. I begin with your 
free' tl'adeolJtained in 1779: By tbllt you recovered you,' 

24-
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tigbt to trade'with 'every part of the .world, . whose ports were 
open to you, subject to· your own unstipulated duties, the 
British 'plantations only excepted; by that you obtained the 
benefit of. your insular situation, the benefit of your wcstern 
~ituation. and the benefit of your exemption from intolerable 
taxes. What these advantages might be, no mlln could say; 
but any man who had seen the struggle you lIad made dul"ing 
B century of depres&ioll, could. foresee, that a spirit of industrj'; 
operating .upon B state of Uberty in a young nation, must, in 
the cOUJ:se of timl', produce signal advantages. The sea is like 
the earth, to non-.exertion a waste, --:to industry a mille. This 
.trade was accompanied with another, a .plantation trade: ill 
this, YOll retained your right to trade directly with the British 
plantations in each and eVery other article, subject to 
the rate of British duty; by this, you obtained a right to 
Select the, artidt'; so that the general trade should not hang 
on the special conformity; . and by this, you did not COvenant 
to affect, exclude, or postpone the produce of fOl"eign plant. 
ations. The. reason was obvious; you demanded two things; 
a free trade and a plantation. trade·: . had the then minister 
insisted on a covenant to exclude the produce of foreign 
plantations, he had given you a plantation trade instead of a 
free trade, (whereas your demand· was both) and his grant 
had been inadequate, unsatisfactory, and inadinissible. 

These points of trade being settled, a third, in the opinion of 
some, remained r namely, the intercour£e with England or the 
channel trade. A successful political campaign, an unsuc>
cessful harvest, the poverty of not a few, togethel" with the 
-example of England, brought forward, in the year 1788, a 
number of famioshing manufacturers with a demand of protect
ingduties; the extent of their demand was idle, the manner 
'of conveying tha.t dema.nd turriultuary;· but not being wbolly 
. resisted, nor yet adequately assisted, they laid the foundation 
of another plan, which made its appearance in 1785, opposite, 
indeed, to their wishes, and fatal to their expectation: this 
was the system of reciprocity;. a system fair in its principle, 
and in process of time likely to be beneficial, but not likely to 
be of any great present advantage, other than by stopping the 
growtli of demand, allaying a commercial fever, and produc>
ing settlement and incorporation with the people of England. 
This system was f<!unded on the only principle which could 
'ol?tain between two independent nations,-eqnality,-and the 
equality consis.ted -in similarity of duty: . now, as the total 
abatement of duties on both sides had driven the Irishman out 
of his own market, as the raising our duties to the British 
standa~d had driven the Englishman ouL d" the It-ish mlll"ket,· 
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II third method was resOrted to, -the abatement of British duty' 
to the Irish standal'd: but then this equality of duty . was in-, 
equality of trade;' for, as the Englishman, with that dutY. 
against. him,. had' beaten .you in the Irish market, with ,that 
duty in his favour,' he must keep you out of the English: ·so 
that. under this arrangement the English manufacturi!r con- . 
tinued protected;" and the Irish manufacturer continued ex
posed; and the abatement of duty was no more than dis .. 

. arming. the argument of retaliation. ~ad the. im:aagement 
stopped here, it had been unjust indeed; but as Ireland walt. 
to covenant . that she would not raise her duties . on British 
manufactures, England on her part, was to covenant,tlulL she 
would not diminish her preference in favour of Irish linen't 
and the adjustment: amounted to· a covenant, that neither 
country in their respective markets would affect the manufac",: 
ture of the other by any operative alteration of duty; how
ever, the adjustment did not .stop at L}!ebome-manufactureiJ 
it went to plantation produce; and here you stood on two 
grounds, law and justice; . law, because you only desired that 
the same words of the same act of navigation should have the 
same construction on one side the channel as they have on the 
other : how they had ever borne a diffel'entone, I cannot 
conceive, otherwise than by supposing tbatiu your :mcient 
state of dependency you were not entitled to the common benefit 
of the mother-tOIfgue: the answer to this· argument was un-:' 
satisfactory, that Eng]and that altered the ]aw; but if Ehg~ 
land had so altered the law, it ceased to impose the same re~ 
strictions and confer the same advantages; . and then a doubt 
might arise whether the act of navigation was the law of Ir~ 
land? So that you seemed entitled to the construction, or 
free from the act: now it is of more consequence to England 
that you, should be bound· by the act of navigation, than to 
Ireland to have the benefit of the fair construction of it. But 
you stood on still better ground,-justice. Was itjustthat YOIl 

should receive plantation goods fi'om England, and that Eng
should not receive them from you? Here if you do not find 
the law equal, you may make it so; for as yet you are. a free 
parliament. . ' 

.1 leave this part of the subject, equality of daty;· but DO 

present equality of trade. I 'come to that part of the adjust
ment ~hich is inequality of both; and first, ~hat part which 
relates·. to the priinum of your manufactures. When. the 
priginl11 pr9posi~ions were argued, gentlemen exclaimed.' 
"England reserves her wool,. and Ireland, does not reserve 
her: woollen yarn;";. it was answered, "Ireland may, jf she 
pleases." What will those gentlemen now,say, wlfen Eng.~ . 
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land reserves both;· the prlmum of her manufactures, ~nd 
of yours;· and not only woollen yam, but linen yarn, hides, 
&c. ? To tell me that this exportation is beneficial to Ire
land, is to tell me nothing; the question is not about stopping 
the export, but giving up the regulation, in instances where 
Enghind retains the power of regulation, and tIle act of pro. 
hibition. To tell me, that this exportation is necessary for 
England, is to tell me nothing, but that you are material to 
England, .and, therefore, should have obtained.at least equal 
terms. I own, to assist the manufactures of Great Britain as 
far as is not absolutely inconsistent with those of Ireland, is to 
me ill~ object: but still the difference recurs; she is 1I0t con. 
tent with "oluntary accommodation on your part, but exacts 
perpetual export f!"Om you ·in the very article in which she 
retains absolute prohibition;· every prohibition beneficial to 
. England was laid before - none in favour of Ireland. Ire
land, till 1779, was a province, and every province is a vic
tim: your provincial state ceased; but befcJI'e the provincial 
regulations are done away, this arrangement establishes a 
pr!nciple of uti possidetis, that is, Great Britain shall retainall 
her advantages; and Ireland shall retain all her disadvantllges. 

But I leave this part of the adjustment where recipt·o. 
city is disclaimed in the outset of treaty and the rudiment of 
manufacture; I come to instances of more striking inequality, 
and first, your situation .in the East. You nre to give 8 

monopoly to the present or any future East India Company 
during its existence, ond to the British nation for ever after. 
It has been said, ~hnt the Irishman in this is in the same 8itu- . 
ation as the Eilglishman; but there is this difference, the dif~ 
ferenee between having and not having the trade. The British 
Parliament has judged it most expedient for Great Britain (0 

carryon her trade to the East by an exclusj.ve company; 
the Irish Parliament is now to determine it most expedient 
for Ireland to have no trade at all in these parts. This i. not 
a surrender of the political rights of the constitution, but of 
the natural rights of man; 110t of the privileges of Parliament, 
but of the rights of nations, -not to sail beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope and the Straits of Magellan, aD awful interdict I 
Not only European settlements, hut neutral countries ex
cluded, and God', providence shut out ill the most opulent 
boundaries of creation I Other interdict~ go to particular 
places for local reasons, because they belong to certain Euro. 
pean states; but here are neutral regions forbidden, and 8 

path prescribed to the Irishman on open sea I Ollier inter
dicts go to a determinate period of time, but here i8 an ete .... 
nity of .:estraint. You ore to have no trade at all dUl"ing tbe 
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existence of any company, and no free trade to tllose .coun-
" tries after its expiration. This resembles rather a judgment of 
God than an act of the legislature, whether you measure it 
by immensity of space or infinity of duration, and has nothing 
human about it except its presumption I .' 

What you Jose by this surrender, what you forfeit by giving 
up the possibility of intercourse with so great a proportion of 
the inhabited globe, I cannot presume to say; but this I can 
say, that gentlemen have no right to argue .h'om present want 

. of ~apital against future trade, nor. to give up tJu,ir capacity 
to trade, because they have not yet bl"Ought that capacity into 
action, atillless, have they a right to do so without the shadow 
of compensation, and least of all, on the affectetl compensation 
which, trifling with your understandirig liS well as interest, 
suffers a vessel to go to the West. in its way to the East. I 
leave this uncompensated surt"ender - I leave your situation 
in the East, which is a blank - I Jeave your situation in the 
East, which is the surrender of U'ade itself; and I come t() 
your lIituation in the West, which .is a sUI'render of its free-
dom. You are to give a mOt;l0p.oly to the British plantations 
at their own taxes i before, you did so only in certain articles; 
with a power of· selection, and then onl.>~ as long as you 
pleased to conform. to the .condition, and without any stipu
lation to exclude foreign produce. It may be 'very .proper to 

.exclude foreign produce by your.own·temporary laws, and at 
your own fl'ee-will and option, but now you are to covenant 
to do so for ever, and you give to the English, West as well 
East, all eternal monopoly for their plantation produce, in the 
taxing and regulating of which. you have no sort of deli
beration or interference, and over which Great Btitain has a 
complete supremacy. Hel"e you will consider the ndvl10tage 
you l'eceive fmm that monopoly, and judge how far it ma,}' be 
expedient to set up against yourselves that monopoly for ever. 
There is scarcely an article of the Britit;h plantation that is not 
out of all proportion dearer than. the same article is in any 
other part of the globe, nor any other article that is not pro
duced elsewhere, for SORle of which articles you might estab
lish a mart for your manufactures. Portugal, for instance, 
capable of being a better market for our drapery than Great 
Britain: thisellormil~ of price is aggravated by an eoormity 
of tax. What theq IS thiS covenant? to take these articles 
from the British plantalions, and fwm none other, at the 
present" high rates and taxes, and to take them at all times 

. to come, subject to whatever further rates and taxes the Par
liament of Great Britain shall enact. Let me ask you, why 
did you refuse protecting duties to your own people? because 
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they l!>oked like a monopoly. And will you give to the East
India merch!lnt, ,a~d the West-India planter, something" 
more? a monopoly, where the monopolist is in some deO'ree 
the law-givel". _ The, principle of equal duty or the same

o 
re. 

striction is not the shadow of security; to make such a prin
"iple'applicaule, the objects must be equal ; but here the objects 
are not only dissimilar, but opposite. The condition of England 
is great debt and greater capital, great incumbrance, but still
greater abilities: the condition of Ireland, little capital, but a 
small debt; poverty, but exemption from intolerable taxes. 
Equal burdens will have opposite effects-; they will fund the 
debt of one country and destroy the trade of the other: high 
·duties will takeaway your resource, which is exemption from 
~hem ; but will be a fund for Great Britain. Thus the colony
prim:iple'in its extent is dangerous to a very great degree. 
S!lppose Great Britain should raise her colony-duties to a still 
greater degree, to answer the exigency of some future war, or 
to fund her present debt, you must follow; for by this bill you 
would hav~ no option in foreign trade; you must follow, not 
,because -you wanted the tax, but lest your exemption fl"om 
t,axes' should give your manufactures any comparative ad .. ' 
·vantage. Irish taxes are to be precautions against the pros-
perityof Irish manufactures 1 You must follow, because your 
taxes here would be _ no longer measured by the wants of -the 
country, or the interest of her commerce, because we should 
have, instituted a false measure of taxation; the wants and the 
·riches of another country, which exceeds, you ,much in wants, 
but infinitely more in J·iches. I fear .we should have done 
more; we should bave made English jealoQsy the barometer 
of. Irish taxes. Suppose this country should iIi any degree 
establish a direct trade with the British plantations; suppose 
.the apprehensions of the British manufacturers in any degree 
realized, they may dictate your duties, they may petition the 
British Parliament to j"ai$e certain dU,ties, which &hall not affect 
the articles of their intercourse, but may stop yours; 'or, which 
shall affect the articles of their intercourse a little and annihilate 
yours; thus they may, by one and the same duty, raise a reve
nue in England, and destroy a rival in Ireland. Camblets are an 
instance of the former, and every valuable plantation import 
an instance of the latter; your option in foreign trade had 
been a restraint on England, or a resource to Ireland; but 
under this adjustment _ you give up your foreign trade, and 
contine yourself to that which you must not presume to regu
late. The exclusion of foreign plantation produce would 
seem sufficient, _ for every purpose of power and domination, 
but. to aggravate, and it. would seem, to insult, the inde. 
pendent States of North America, are most lIng~aciously 
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brought into this arrangement, as if Ireland' was a Briti~h 
colony, 01' North America continued a part of the: British 
dominion: by the resolutions, almost all the produce of North 
America was to be imported to Ireland, subject to British 
duties; the bill is more moderate, and only enumerates cer
tain articles. But what right has Gteat Britain to interfere in 
our foreign trade, - what right has she to dictate to us on the 
subject_ of North-American trade? How, far this country 
rnay be further affected by clogging her plantation trade and 
surrendering her free trade,' I shall not for the present .top 
rnore'minutely to enquire; but I must stop to protest against 
one circumstance in ,this arrangement, which should not ac" 
Company any arrangement which would be fat~l to settlement 
itselt~ and tear asunder the bands of faith and affection; the 
circumstance I mean, is the opening of the settlements of the 
colony trade" and free trade, of 1719: this adjustment takes 
from you the power of choosing the article, so that the whole 
covenant hangs on the special circumstance, and takes from 
you your option in the produce of foreign plantations, and 
even of America. It is a revision ill peace of the settlements 
of war,-it is a revocalion in peace of the acquisition of war. I, 
here ask by what authority? by what aut~ority is Ireland 
obliged no", to enter into a general account for pastacquisi
tions? Did the petition of the manufacturers desire it? Did 
the addresses of the last session desire it? Did the minister in 
.this session suggest it? No; I call for authority, whereby we 
can be justified in waving the benefit, of past treaties, and 

; bringing the whole relative situation of this country into 
question in an arrangement, which only professes to settle her 
channel trade? I conceive the settlements of the last war are 
sacred; you may make other settlements with the British nu
tion, but you will never make any so beneficial as these are; 
tliey were the result of a conjuncture miraculously formed, and 
fortunntely seized. The American war was the Irish harvest. 
From that period, as from the lucky moment of your faw, 
Y9ur commerce, constitution, and mind, took form and vigour; 
Bnd to that period, and to a first and salient principle must 
th~y recur for life and renovation. It is therelore I consider 
.those settlements as sacred, and from them I am naturally led 
to that part of the subject which relates to compensation, the 
'payment which we are to make for the losses which we are to 
'Sustain: certainly compensation cannot apply to the free trade 
supposing it oninvaded, first,· because that trade was, your 

,right; to pay for the recovery of ~hat yoo should never have 
lost, had. been to a great degree unjust and derogatory: 
secondly, because that· free trllde was ,established in 1779~ and 
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the settlement ihen closed, ,and cannot be opened now'; to do 
, so'were to destroy dIe faith of treaties, to make it idle to enter 
into' the present settlement, and to render it vain to enter into 

-a~y settlement with the British minister. The same may be 
saId of the colony trade; that too was settled in 1779, on 
terms thea specified~ not now' to be op,ened, clogged. condi
tioned, or circumscribed; still less does compensation apply to 
the free constitution qf 1782. His Majesty then informed you 
from the throne, "th~se things come unaccompanied with any 
stipalation;" besides, the free constitution, like the free trade, was 
your right. Freemen won't pay for the recovery of right; pay-

,ment liad derogated from the claim of right; so we then stated 
to the_ministry. It was then thought that to have annexed 

, subsidy to constitution had been a bat'ren experiment on 
public poverty, and had marred an illustrious experiment on 
the feelings of the nation, and had been neither satisfaction 
to Ireland, nor revenue to Great Britain. Th is bolder po
licy, this happy art, which saw how much may be got by tax, 
and how much must be left to honour, which made a bold 
push for the' heart of the nation, and leaving her free to ac
quire, took !1 chance for bel' disposition to give, had its ef
fect; for -since t~at time until the present most unfortunate at
tempt, a great bulk of, the' community were' on the side of 
Govemment, and the parliamentary constitution was a guaran-
tee for public peace. , _ 

See then what you obtained without compensation, a colony' 
trade, a free trade, the -independency of your judges, the go
vernment of your aI'my. the extension of the uncollsti-' 
tutional powers bf your council, the restorJltion of the judi-
cature of your lords, and the independency of your legislature I 

See now, what you obtain by compensation, - a covenant 
not to trade beyond the Cape. of Good Hope and the Straits 
of Magellan; a covenant not to take foreign plantation pro
duce, but as the Parliament of Great Britain shall permit; a 
covenant not to take Britilih plantation produce, but as Great 
Britain shall prescribe; a covenant to make such acts of na
vigation as Great Britain shall prescribe; Ii covenant never 
to protect your own manufilctures, never to guard the pri
mum of those manufactures J These things are accomp:mied, 
I do acknowledge, with a covenant, on the part of England, 
to disarm your argument for protectipg duties, to give the 
English language, in the act of navi~ation, the sam~ construc
tion in Ireland, and to leave our lmen markets WIthout mo
lestation or diminution. ' One should thillk some god presided 
over the liberties of this country, who made it fi'ugality in 
the Irish nation to continue free, but has annexed the penal-
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ties of tine and infamy to the surrender of the constitution! 
From tbis consideration of commerce, a QUestion much more -
high, much more deep, - the invaluable que1!tion of constitu
tion, arises, in which the idea of protecting d!lties, the idea 
of- reciprocal duties, of countervailing duties, and all that 
detail vanish, and the energies of every heart, and the 
prudence of every head,- are called upon to shield this 
nation, that, long depressed, and, at length, by domestic 
virtue _ and foreign misfortune emancipated~ halt now to 
defend her newly-acquired rights, an,d her justly-acquired 
reputation; the question is no less tbanthat which three years 
ago agitated, tired, and exalted the Irish nation, ~ the inde
pendency of the Irish Parliament! By this bill we· are to 
covenant, that the Parliament of Ireland shall subscribe what ... 
ever laws the Parliament of England shall {>rescribe, respect
ing your trade with 1.be British plantations, your .tl'ade in the 
produce of foreign plantations, and part of your trade froD;l 
the United States of .North America. There is also a sweep- -
ing covenant or conditiou". wh~reb, we· are to agree to sub
scribe whatever laws the Parliament of England shall prescribe 
respecting navigation; the adjustment subjects also your 
reversionary trade to. the East to the same terms; over all 
these objects you are to have no propouuding, no deliberative, 
no negative, no legislative power whatsoever. Here then is 
an end of your free trade and your free cOQstitution. I acqU!t 
the people of England; _,!1n ill-grounded jealousy for their 
trade seems aggravated. by a well-founded alarm for your 
Jiberty; unwilling to relinquish, but wben relinquisbed, .100 

magnanimous and too wise to resume abdicated tyranny; they 
feel in these propositions an honourable -solicitude for the 
freedom of Ireland and the good faith of Great Britain, and 
see the darling principles and passions of both. countries 
.wounded in an arrangement which was to compose them for 
ever: to a proposal therefore Sit little warranted by the great 
body of the people of England, so little expected by the people 
of Ireland, so little suggested by the minister, and so involving 
to whatever is dear to your illterest, honour, and freedom, I 
answer, No. I plead past settlements; I insist on the faith of 
nation(i; the objection should have been made when these 
settlements were making; but now the logic of empire comes 
too late: no accommodation, no deprecation on this subject: 
assertion, illltional assertion, national re-assertion I Ifs three 
years after the recotery of your -freedom, you bend, your 
children. corrupted by your example, will surrender; but if 
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you stand firmnnd inexorable, you make'8 seasonable im
l>r!ssion on lbe pElbple of England; you' give a wholesome 
example to yoill:.children; you afford an awful instruction to 
His Maje'$ty's- ministel's; and make (as the old English did 
in the case of. their charter) the attempt on Irish libel'ty, its 
confirmation and establishment! 
. However,lest certain glosses should' seem to go unan
swered, I shall, for the sake 'of argument, waive past. sl'ttle
ments, and combat the reasoning of the English resolutions, 
the address, His Majesty's answer, and the reasoning of this 
day. .It is here said, .that the laws respecting commerce and 
navigation should be simiJ.lI', and inferred, that Il'eland should 
'subscribe the laws of England on thos.e subjects; that is,the 
Sanie law, the same legislature:, but, this argument goes'" 
great deal too far; it goes to. the army, for the mutiny bill 
should be the same ;it was endeavoured to be extended to the 
collection of your revenue, and is in train to be extended to 
your taxes; it goes tl.) the extinction of the most invaluable 
}lart of your parliamentary capacity; it is a union, an in
'cipient and a creeping union ;a virtual union, establishing one 
'will in the general concerns of commerce and navigation, and 
reposing that will in the Parliament of Great Britain; a 
l1nion where our Parliament 'preserves its existence after it 
'has lost its authodty, and om' people are to pay fora parlia
mentary establishment, without any' proportion of parlia
'mentary representation.' . In opPQsing the right honourable 
'gentleman's bill, I consider myself as opposing a union in 
limine, and that argument for union which makes similarity 
ofl~w and community of intel'est (reason strong for the free
dom of Ireland !) a pretepce for a condition which would be 
dissimilarity of law, because, extinction of constitution, and 
therefote hostility, not community of interest; I ask, on what 
experience'is this argument founded? Have you, ever since 
your redemption, refused, to preserve a similarity of law in 
'trade and n!lvigation? Have you not followed Great Britain 
in all her changes of the aC( of navigntion; during the whole 
of that unpalatable business, the American war? Have you 
not excluded the cheap produce of other plantations, in order 
that Irish poverty might give' a monopoly to ,the dear produce 
of British colonies? Have you not made Ii better use of your 
liberty than Great Britain did of her power? But I have an . 
objection to this argument, stronger even than its want of 
foundation in reason and experiment; I hold it to be nothing, 
tess than an intolerance of the parliamentary constitution of 
Ireland, a delaration that the full and free external legislation 
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'Otthe 'trisf) Parlinmentisincompatible witll the -nrit!~b eni" 
)lire. I do acknowledge, that by yoUt extenudpower you 
might discompose the harmony of empire, :,nd I a~1d~ that, by 
your power over th~ purse, you might dissotve the s~ate: but 
to the·latter, you owe your existence in the constitution, amI 
to. the former, your authority ana station in the empire: thiil 
'argument, therefore, rests the, connection upon a new and a' 
fi.lse principle, goes directly against the 'rootof Padiament~ 
and is not a difficulty to be accommodated, but an error to 
be eradieJlted; and if any body of men can still think that the 
Irish constitution is incompatible with the BI'itish empire, doc .. 
trine which I abjure as sedition' against the coimection; but 
irany bod,l of men are justified in thinking that the Irish 'con" 
stitulion is incompatible with the British empire, perish the 
empire' live the constitution t Reduced by this false dilemm~' 
to take' a part, my second wish is the Britisb empire, my first 
wis!land bounden duty is tlW 'liberty of 'Ireland; but we are 

,told thisimpel'iaI power ,is not ()nly necessary for ,England, 
1>ut .safe for Irelau(l.· . 
: .'Vhat is the present question? what but the abuse'of thi$ 
'-ery power of regulating thetrade of Ireland, by the British 
'Parliament excluding you, and including herself by ,virtue of 
the same words of the same' act -t?f navigation? And what 
was the' promovent ·cause of this arrangeinent"l what but 
:i.he power you al'e going'to surrender,- the distinct andinde~ 
pendent :extel'Dallluthority of the Irish Parliament,com;': 
'Petent to' question' that misconstruction? What is the remedy 
now 'proposed? -=-'the evil. . Go back to the Parliamerit of 
England; I ask again, What wel'e the difficulties-.in the way 
of:your eleven pl'Opositions? what but the jealousy of the 
'Britisbmanufacturcrs on the !!ubject of trade? And will 
you make them your parliament, and that too for ever, 'and 
that too on the subject of their jealousy, and hi the moment 
they displayed it ! I will ·suppose that· jealousy realised; 
.that you, rival '"them in some market abroad, aud that they 
petition their Parliament to impose a regulation which shalt ' 
affect 'a tonnage which you have, and Great Britain has not t 
how, would you ,then feel your situation; when you should be 
obliged to register all this? And how would you feel your 
degradation, ,when YOil should s~ your own manufactui:'er~ 
pass 'you by as a cypher in the constitution, 'and deprecllte 
theit;tuiIi at· the bar of a foreig", . parlitunent! . ,\Vhence' the 
American war? ,\Vhence the lrishrestrictioIis? 'Vhence'the' 
:rnis~onst(udionof the act of lIRvigatioil,?, ,~Vherice but from 
the evil of, suffering· on'e 'comHl'Y to 'l'egulate tlie trade ,and. 
llavigation' of another, and of instituting, under the idea of 

YOLo I. R 
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general protectress, a proud domination, which sacrifices the 
interest of thewhole,~o the ambition of a part, and arms the 
little passions of t~y monopolist with the sovereign potency of 
an Imperial Parliament : for great nations, when cursed with 
unnatural sway, follow but their nature when they invade; 
and buman_ wisdom has not better provided for 'human 
sarety, than by limiting the principles of human power. The 
surrender of legislature has been linked to cases t~at not un
frequently take place between two equal nations; covenanting' 
to suspend, in particular cases, their respective legislative 
powers for mutualbemfit; thus Great. ,Britain and Portugal 
agree to suspend their legislative power in favour of the wine 
of the one, and the woollen of the other; but if Portugal had 
gone farther, and agreed to subscribe the laws oT England, 
this covenant had not been a treaty, but conquest; so Great 
Britain and Ireland may covenant not to raise high duties on 
each other's manufactures; but if Ireland goes farther, and 
'covenants to subscribe British law, this is not a mutual sus
pension of the exercise of legislative power, b~t a transfer of 
the power itself fmm one cOl~ntry to another, to be exercised 

- by another hand; such covenantis not reciprocity'of trade; 
it is a surrender of the government of your trade, inequality 
of trade" and inequality of constitution. I IIpeak, however, 
as if such transfer could, take place; .but in fact it· could not: 
any arrangement so covenanting is a mere nullity; it could 
not bind you, still less could it bind your successors; for a 
man is 'not omnipotent over himself, lleither are your parlia-

. ments omnipotent over themselves, to accomplish their own 
destruction, and propagate death to their successors; there 
is in these cases a superior relationship to ollr respective crea .. 
tors - God and the community, which, in the instance of 
of the 'individual,. arre~ts the ,hand· of suicide, and in that 
of the political body, stops the !let of surrendel', and makes 
man the means of propagation, and Parliament the organ 
to continue' Ji~erty, not the engine to destroy it. 'How
ever, though the surrender is void, ther~ are two ways of 
attempting it; one, by a surrender in form, the other, by a 
surrender inoliub&tance; appointing another' Parliament your. 
substitute, and consenting t~ be its register or stamp, by 
virtue of which to introduce the law and edict of anotlIer 
land; to clothe· with the forms of your'law, foreign delibera
tions, aud to preside over t~e disgraceful ceremony of your 
own abdicated authority; both methods are equally sur. 
renders, and both are wholly void. I speak on principle, 
the principle' on which you stand - your creation. We, the 
limited trustees of the delegated power, born for 8 par-
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. ticular pUl'pose, limited to a pnrticular time, Imd bearing 
nninviolable relationship to dae people who sent us ·to 
parliament, cannot break that relationship, counteract 
that purpose, surrender,. diminish, or derogate from tbose 
privileges we breathe but to preserve. ·Could the Par
liament of England covenant to subscribe your laws? 
coulll she covenant tliat young II'eland should command, and 
(lId England should-obcy? If such a proposal to England' 
wel'e mockery, to Ireland it cnnno'tbe constit!ltion. I rest 
!On authority as well 8S prlnciple.-the authority on which the 
·revolution l'est5e Mr. Lock", who, in his. chapter on the 
ft~o1ition of government, says, "c that the transfer of leislative 
POWel." is the abolition of the state, not 8 transfer." Thus, I 
may congratulate this House ond myself. that it is one of the 
blessings of the Britishconsitution, that it cannot perish of 
I'apid mortality, nor die in a day. like the men who should 
l)l"otcct her. Any act .that would destroy the libel·ty of the 
l)eople~ is dead-born from the womb. Men may put down the 
IlUhlic cause for n season, but another year would see old 
Constitution ndvarice the 110nour8 of his head, and tIle good 
institution of .Padiament shaking off the tomb to re-O.scend, 
in all its pomp and pl'ide, and plenitude, Rnd y,rivilege ! 

Sir, I have stated these propositions, and the bill,· aso. 
luere transfer of external legislative authodty' to the Par
iiament of. Great Britain. but I have understated' their mis
chief; they .go to taxation;' taxes on the. -trade with lhe 
British 'plantations, taxes on the 'produce . of foreigR plant
ationS, . 'taxes on some of the- producc of the United States of 
-North Americ8;they go to port duties, such.as Great Britain 
inid on America! . 'fhe mode is varied. but the principle is 
the same. Here Gl"eat Britain takes the stamp of the Il'isJi 
Parliament; . Great Britain is to prcscl'ilte, and beland is to 
obey I We nnticipate the I'ape by pl'evious surrender, ana 
throw intQ the scale our honour, as well as Ollr liberty. Do 
not imogille. -that aU these resolutions are mere acts.ofregu .. 
latidn; they are solid, sl,lbstantial revenue, a great pal·t of l'our' 
additional duty. I allow the bill excepts rum and tobacco i 
hut the principle is retained, and the operation of it only kept 
back. . I have stated that Great Britain may by tllese 
propositions crush your comlnerce, bllt I shall be told that 
the 'C;onunercial jealousy of Great Britain' is at an e!ld: 4.>ut 
are her wants at an end ? are her wishes for Irish sub"
sidynt an end" No; and they maybe gratified by 
laying cQlony duties on herself, nnd so.raisihg on· Ireland 
an imperial, revenue to be subscribed by our Paliiament, 
without' the consent of our' Parliament, .. nnd ill 'despite 

n 2 
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,bf our lJeople:· or; if a minister j;houlJ p)eii~e to turn himself 
to a general excise, if wishing to relieve from the weight of 
.further additional duties the hereditary revenue now alienated, 
,if wishing to x:elieve the. alarms oft~e English manufacturers, 
whQ complain of our exemption from excises, particularly on 
·soap; cR»dles,and leather, he should proceed on those already 
registered articles of taxation; he might tax you by threats, sug· 
gesting tha.t if you refuse tornise an excise on yourself, Eng. 
:landwiIl raise colony duties on both. See what a mighty in .. 
. strument of coercion, this bill and these resolutions! Stir, and 
.the minister can crush you, in the name of Great Bloitain; lu~ 
:can crush your imports; he can crush your exports; he can do 
Jhis in a manner peculiarly mortifying, by virtue of a clause in 
,R Bloitish act of Parliament, that would seem to impose the 
'same restrictions on Great Britain; he can do this in a manner 
)jtiIl more offensive, by the'immediate means of your own 
,Pal°1.iament, 'who. would be then an active cypher, and noto
,riousstamp, in the hands of Great Britain, to forge and 
lalsify th.e name and authority of the people of Ireland. I 
.have considered your situation under these propositions with 
.respect to Great Britain: see what would be your situation 
with respect to the crown: you would have granted to the 
King a perpetual money bill, or a money bill to continue as 
Jong as the ParliameJit of Great Britain shall please, with a 
covenant to increase. it as often as the British Parliament 
.shall·please. By the l oesolutions, a great part of the ad .. 
ditional duty would have been so granted; the trade of the 

':country is made dependent on the Parliament of Great 
Britain, and the Crown is made less dependent on the 
;Parlinment of Ireland, {Ind a code of prerogative added to 
/l pod~:ofempire. If the merchant, after this, should petition 
you tolowe.r your duties 011 the articles of trade, you answer, 
." trade is in covenant." If your constituents should instruCt 
you t9limit the bill of supply, or pass a short money b1ll, you 
answer~ " the purse of the nation, like her trade, is in cove-
nant." ~o. more of six months' money bills; no more ofinstruc:
tions fromconstituenls ,that connection is broken by this 

. bill:: pass .this, you have ~o .eonstituent; you are not· the 
!epresentative of the people orIreland, but the register of the 
.Bri.tish· Parlia,ment, and the equalizer .of British duties·! 

In order to ,complete this chain of power, one link (I do 
:acknowledge) was wlJnting, a perpetual revenue. bill, or ~II 
covenant from time to time to renew the bill· for .. the collection 
,thereof. The twen.tieth r~olution,. and this bill founded 
upon it, attain Jhat object. Sir,. thi!! House rests on three 
pillars; your pow,er over the annual mutiny bill; your power 
over the allOual additiona},.{1utjes; your power over the col-
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lectionof the revenue. The' latter power -is of great', «:00-' 
sl:!quence, because a great part of our revenues are granted· 
for ever. Your ancestors were slaves; and for their estates, ' 
that is, for the act of settlellient, granted the hereditary' 
revenue, and from that moment ceased to be a parliament ;
lior was it till ~any years after, that parliament revived; but: 
~t revived, as you under this bill would continue, without· 
parliamentary power; every evil measure derived al'goment, 
energy, 'and essence, from this unconstitutional fund. lfa: 
country gentleman complained of the expenses of the Crown, 
he was told a frugal government could go on without a par
liament, and that we held our existence by withholding th~' 
discharge of our duty. However, though the- funds were 
granted for ever~ the provision for the collection was in-' 
adequate; the smuggler learned to evade the penalties, 8lUr 

Parliament, though not necessary for granting the hereditary' 
reveilue, became necessary for its collection. ,Here then we' 
rest on three pillars: the annual mutiny bill, the annual: 
additional supply, and the annual collection of the revenue.' 
If you remove aU these, this fabric falls; remove anyone of 
them, and it toUers; for -it is not the mace, nor the chair, riOI;< 
this dOllie,but the deliberate voice resident therein, tbat con:..
~titutes the essence of parliament. 'Clog your deliberati~ns,' 
and you are no longer s pal'liament,with a thousand gaudy' 
survivirig circumstances of show and authority, ' 
. Contemplate for a moment the, powers tbis bill, presumes. 
iO perpetuate; a perpetual ,repeal of trial by jury; a per-' 
petual repeal of the great charter; a perpetual writ of ~ssist;, 
ance; Ii perpetual felony to titrike an exciseman r " 
: The late 'Chief Baron Burgh, speaking on the, revenue! 

,bill, exclaimed, "You give t~ the dipping rule, what you: 
'should deny to the sceptre." , ' 

All the unconstitutionalpow1!rs of the excise we ate tot 
perpetuate; the constitutional powers of Parliament we are to 
abdicate. Cali we do 'all this? can we make these bulky' 
surrenders, in diminution of the ,power,. in derogation of the
pride of Parliament" aud in violation of those eternal re~: 
lationships which the body that represents should bear to the' 
community which constitutes? '" , , ' 

The pretence given for this unconstitutional idea is weak 
indeed r that, as the benefits are permanent, so should be the: 
compensation. But trade-laws are to follow their 'nature" 
,revenue laws to follow their's. On the permanent natureof 
oommercial ~advantages depends the faith Clf trade t .'on 
the ,limited nature of revenue-laws depends the existence: 
of parliament;, but the' error, of argument arises froni .the:, 

, R 3 
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yjce of dealing. It is a Inarket fi)l' a constitQtion, and a logic, 
applicable to barter only~ is applied to freedom. To qualify 
this der-elictio.n. o.f every principle and power, the surrender 
is made. cOllstitritiona)~ that i", the Bl'itish market for the 
Ir~h constitution; the' shadow of a market for the substance 
o.f a constitution! You are to resene an option, trade, .0" 
liberty; if you mean to.' co~e to. Lhe 13ritish market,. YOll, 

must pass under the Bl'itish yuke. }. object to this princillle 
i~ every shape,. whether you are, as (he resolution. was first 
worded, directly to traQster ~egislntive power to. the British 
Pal"liament; whether, as it was afterwards altered, you are· 
~ covenant to subscribe her aCts; <>1' whethel·,. as it is now 
softened, you are to. take the chance of the BI·itish market, so 
long as you waive the blessings of the British coilstitution
terms dishonourable, derogatory, incapable of forming. the 
foundation of any fair and fdendly settlement, injurious to. 
the· political morality of the nation. 1. would not harbour a 
slavish principle, nor give it the hospitality of a night's 
lodging in a land of liberty! Slavery is like any otber vice,. 
tolerate, and you embrace. You should guard your con· 
stitution by settled maxims of honour, as well as- wholesome 
rules oflaw; and one maxim should be, never to. tolerate 8' 
condition which trenches" on the privilege of parliament, or 
derogates from the pride oCthe island. Liberal in matters of 
revenue, practicable in mattei'S of commerce; on these sub
jects" I would be inexorable ;: if the genius of old England 
came to that bar, with tbe, British constitution in' one hand" 
and ill the' other. an offer of all tbat England retains, or all 
that she has Illst of commerceJ · I should turn my back on, tho 
latter, and pay. my obeisance to the blessing!W oC her con
stitution; for that constitution will give you commerce~ and: 
it was the loss of that constitution tbat deprived YIilU of eom
meree. Why. are you not IItlW a woollen country? because 
IJDother coun.t!,'y regulated your, trade. Why are, you not, 
now 8 country of re-export? because anothel! country rElgn
lated your navigation. 1 oppose ,tbe or.iginal terms as slavish, 
and I oppose the conditional clause as an, Bl,trul way of intro
ducing slavery, of soothing a high~pir:ited nation into sub
mission by the ignominious delusion" that, she. may shake otE 
tbe yoke. when she pleases, and ODee, more become a. fi'ee 

. people. The. direct unconstitut~onal proposition could not 
llave been listened to, and therefore resort is had to tbe. only 
possible chance of destroying the, l.iberty of the people, by 
holding up the bright reversion of, the British constitution," 
an!1 the speculation of futu.'e liberty, as a consolation for 
tblt pl'tlscnt submission. Bu. wOlll4,any gentleman here. wear. 
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a livery to-night because lie might lay it aside in the morning? 
or would this House substitute anothel' .because next year it 
might resume its authority, and once· more hecome the Pal'" 
liament of Ireland? I do not believe we shall get the British, 
but I do not want to make an experiment on the British 
market, by making an experiment likewise on the constitutiolJ 
and spirit of the people of 1l'eland. ,But do not imagine, if 

, you shall yield for a year, you will get so easily clear of this 
inglorious experiment: . if this is .Dot the British marke~ why 
accept the adjustment? and if it is, the benefit thereof may 
take away YOUl' deliberative voice. You will be bribed. oul 
'of your constitution by your commerce: there al'e two ways 
Elf taking away free-wiD, the one by direct compulsion, the 
ether by establishing a prrepollent motive. ·Thus, a servant 
of the Crown maylose his free-will, when he is to give his 
vote at the hazard of his office, and thus a parliamen~ would 
lose its free will, ifit acted under 8 conviction thatit exercised 
its delibemtive' function at the risk of its commerce'; No 
question would stand upon its own legs, but each question 
would involve every cOFlsideratiOl1of trade, and,. indeed, the 
whole relative situation of the two coulltries:. I beseech yoii 
to consider tbatl.lituation; and COli template the powers of youI:' 
own country, before yoU! agl'ee to surrender them. Recollect 
Ihat you have now a !ight to trade with the British plantations, 
in certain al'ticles, without reference to British duties; that' 
you have a right to trade with the British plantations in evel'y 
ether article, subject to t&e British. duties; that you have 8. 

right to get clear of each and of every part of tha.t. bargain; 
that you have 8: l'ight to .take the· produce of fOl'eign plant
ations; subject to' your own un stipulated duties; that you have 
a right to carryon a free and unqualified trade with the 
United States 0' North Amel'ica;' that you have a right to 
carry . on an experimental trade in countries contiguous to 
which Great Britain has established her monopolies: the 
power of trade this, and an instrument of power, and station 
and. authorit,9 in- the British ·empire. Consider that YOll have 
likewise a right to the exclusive supply of your OVl'1l market, 
and to the exclusive reserve of the rudiment' of your manu
factures; that you have an absolute dominion. over the pub
lic purse and over the collection of the revenue. If you ask 
me how you· shall use these powers, I say for Ireland, with 

. due regard to the British nation, let them be governed py 
the spirit of concord, and' with fidelity to the connection; but 
when the mover of the bill asks me to surrender those powers, 
I am astonished at him. I have neither ears, nor eye~, nor 
functions, to make such a sacrifice. What! that free trade, 
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(lIl"which we exerted every nerve' in 177~; that free constitution
fOl~ which- we pledged Ufe nnd fortune in 1782! Our lives. 
are jlt the- service of the empil"e; but- QUI' liberties I No ~ 
we .received them f!"Om our Father which is in Heaven, and 
I~e will hand them down to Ollr children! But if gen~lemen. 
can entertain a: 'doubt of the mischief of these propositions, are; 
dley conv.inced of their safety? the safl~ty of giving ul> th~ 
~rovernment of your trade? No! the mischief is prominent,
but.t;he 'advantage is of It most enigmatical nature. Hav~ 
gentlemen considered the sUbject? hav~ they traced even the. 
map.of the countries, ,the power Of fl"eedom of trading with; 
whom tiley- are ·to' surrender for ever? Have they traced the; 
map of Asia, Africa, and America? Do, they know the, 
Fl'ench, Dutch,-Portuguese, and Spanish settlements. 1>0. 
they know the neutral powers of those countries, their pro ... 

. duce, aptitudes, and dispositions? Have they considered the 
stale of North America ? its present state, future growth, and~ 
every opportunity in the endless succession ot' time attending' 
~hat nurse of commerce and asylum of mankind? Are they, 
now competent to declare on the part of themselves and aU 
'heir posterity, thota free-trade to those regions will never, hi 
the' efflux of time, be of any service to· the kingdom of Ire"'\ 
land? If they have information on \his subject, it mllst be. 
by a communication with God, for th~y have none with man ~ 

'it Plust be inspiration, for it cannot be knowledge. 10 suc~ 
circumstances, to sUbsci"ibe this agreement, without knowledge, 
without even the affectation of knowledge, when Greal; 

. BI'itain, with all her experience, and every means of inform~ 
ation from East Inclies,West Indies, America, and with the, 
official knowledge of Ireland lit her feet, has taken six months. 
~o deliberate, and has now produced twenty 'resolutions, 'with. 
an history to each, amoullting to ~ c;ode of empire, not -a 
system of commerce:' I say, i.n s\K!h circuRlstam;es, for Ireland, 
to subscribe this agreement, would be infatuation - an infatu
ation to. which the nation. could not be Il party, but ~ould 
uppear to be conclmled, or i.ndeed huddled, with all her pos
terity, in"to a fallacious arrangement, by the influence of the 
Crown, without the 'delibel"ation of Parliament, or the con • 

. lient of the people! Thi!! would appear the more incx:. 
cusable;because we are. not dri~en ~o it; adjustment is not 
indispensable; the great points have been carried I AI\ 
inferiO!," question about the home-market has been started .. 
and a commercial fever artificially raised; but while the grea~ 
points remain undil'turbed. the nations cannot be committed ; 
the ma!'uracturers applied for protecting duties, and. have 
failed j' thcminister. <llfered a system ofrecipJ,"ocity, 41n~ 

'-l 
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$ucceeded in' Ireland, but has failed in E'nglaild: he makes 
you another offer, inconsistent with the former. which offer 
the English do not support; ami the Irish deprecate. 

We can go on; we have a gro",ing prosperity, and !is yet 
nn exemption fl'Om intolcrable taxes; we can fl'om ,time to 
time regula'te ollr own' commel'ce, cherish our manufactul'es, 
keep down ollr taxes, and bring on our people, and brood: 
9ve1' the growing prosperity of young Ireland. In the mealii 
time we .will guard our .free trade and free conGtitution, as 
our only real resources ~ they were the struggles of great 
,virtue, the result of much persevemnce, and our broad base' 
()f public action I We should recollect that this Hous/;! may 
now, with peculiarpropl'iety, inter})ose, because you did, 
with gl'eat zeal and success, on this ve.'y' subject of trade, 
bring on .thepeople; and you did, with great prudence aud 
moderation, on another occasion, check a certain description~ 
of the people, and you are now called upon by, consistency 
10 defend the people. Thus mediating between' extremes,. 
you will preserve this' island long, and pl'eserve Iler with 8' 

~ertain degree of renown. Thus faithful to' the constitution' 
'of the country, you will command arid insure her tranquillity;: 
for our best authority with the people'is, protection affordcd 
against the ministers of the Crown. " It is not public clamour 
but public injury that should alarm you; your high' ground. 
of expostulation with ,your fellow-subjects has. been: your, 
sen'icesi th~ free trade you have given the merchant, and. 
the fl'ee constitution you have, given the island I, ,Make your· 
third great effort; -.- preserve them, and :with them presel"Ve; 
unaltered your own calm sense of public right, the dignity ot' 
the parliament; the majesty 01 the people, and the'powers or 
the island! Keep them unsullied, uncovenanted, 1,mcircum .. ' 
scribed, ana l1nstipendiary! These paths are the paths, to 
glory; an4 let me add, these. ways are the ways of peace :; 
so shall the prosperity of your country, though, without '8, 

tongue to thank you, yet laden ~ith "the blessings ,of 'consti .. 
tution and of commerce" bear attestation to your,scrvices, nnd 
,wait on your progress with involuntary praise 1 

The House divided on'Mr. Orde'smotion; 'Ayes i27, Nilesio8; 
Majority in favour ofbringing,in the bill 19. " . '. 

Tellers fOr ·the Ayes, Rlght'HonourableMr~ Gardine~ arid M~. 
',Moore. ". , ' 
, Tellers for .the Noes, Right, Honourable 'Thomas Conolly' and 
Mr. O'Neill, . ' 
, At, riine.o'c1ock' in 'the 'morning: 'Sir Hercules Langl'ishe· pro

"posed t.he question. of. -adjournment; . several members pressed' ,thli" 
gcnqemall.at the' government, "side to.' rt:linq uisl}'; the:' measure ill" 



250 COM.MEnCIAL rnqroSrfJONS. [Aug. I~. 

consequence of such a strong division against it. The question 
'Of adjournment was, however, put and carried: Ayes 120, Noes 
104; Majority for the adjournment 16: 

The following were the twenty resolutions passed by the Britisb 
House of Commons, to which Mr. Grattan so strongly objected: 

"I. That it is highly important to the interests of both countries, 
that the commerce betw:een Great Britain and Ireland should be 
finally regulated on permanent and equitable principles, for the 
mutual. benefit of both countries.' . 

" 2. That a full participation of commercial advantages should be 
permanently secured to Ireland, whenever a provision, equally per
manent and secure, shall be made by the Parliament of that king
dom towards defraying, in proportion to its growing prosperity. 
the necessary expences, in time of peace, of protecting the trade 
and general interests of the empire. 

"S. That towards carrying into full effect so desirable a settle
ment. it is fit and proper, that all articles, not the growth or manu
facture of Great Britain or Ireland, except those of the growth. 
produce, or manufacture of any of the cONntries beyond the Cape 
of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan, should be imported 
into each kingdom from the other reciprocally, under the same 
regulations, and at the same duties, (if subject to duties,). to which 
they would be liable when imported directly from the country 
or place from whence the' same may have been imported into 
Great 8ritain or Ireland respectively. as the case may be; and 
that alI duties originally paid on .importation into either country 
respectively, except on arrack and foreign brandy. and on rum, 
and all other sorts of strong waters not imported from the British 
colonies. in the' West Indies, shall be fully drawn back on ex
portation. to the other. But, nevertheless. that the duties shall 
continue to be protected and guarded, as at present, by with
holding. the drawback, un till a certificate from the proper officer. 
of the revenue in the kingdom to' 'Yhich the export may be made. 
shall be returned and compared WIth the entry outwards. 

"4. That it is highly important to the general interests of the 
British empire, that the laws for regulating trade and navigation 
~houl" be .the same in Great Britain and Irelapd; and, therefore, 
that j, is essential towards cqrying into effect the present settle
ment, that aillawl which hau: been made. or shall be made in Great 

. Britain, for secltring ezclusiu, priuileges to· tke ships and mariner8 
iff Great Britain, Irelana, and the British colonies and plantations, 
andforreg'!lating and ,.e6fT~ninlf tke trade '!f the l!ritisk colonies 
anaplantatJons, such laws .mposzng the ,ame restraints, and con

ferrl7lg lhe 8ame henrfit, on the sU.hjectl W butk kingdoms, should 
be in force in Ireland, by/a,"!, ,to be p'fS,ed by tke Parliament W 
that kingdom for tlu: lame ',me. and In the same manner a, 'In 
G"eal Britain. 

"5. That it is farther essential to this IIettlement. that all goods 
'and commodities of the growth, produce. or manufacture. of 
British or foreign. colonicl!; iJ:t America. or the West Indies, and 
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the British or forei'gri settlements.on the coast ofAfrFca, imported 
into Ireland, should, on importation, be subject to the same du
tieS: and regulations, as the like goods are, or from time to time: 
shall be subject to, upon importation into Great Britain; or, if 
prohibited from. being imported. into Great Britain, shalf in' like 
mannel: be prohibited from being imported into Ireland. 
'." 6. That in order to prevent illicit practices, injurious to the 

revenue and' commerce of both kingdoms; it is expedient, tbat all 
goods, whether of the growth. produce, or manufacture of Greall 
Britain or Ireland,_ 01' of any foreign country, which shall here
after be imported into Great Britain from Ireland, or into Ireland 
from Great Britain. should be put. by laws to be passed in. the. 
parliament of the two kingdoms. undel' the same regulations will. 
respect to bonds. cockets. and other instruments, to, which the 
li~e. gGods are. rlow subject in passing from one port o£Gr~at Bri .. 
tam to another. . -

•• 7. That for the like p~rpose. it is also- expedient, that when 
any goods. the growth, produce. or manufacture of the: British 
West India islands, or any other of lbe British colonies or plan
tations, shaJl. be shipped from Ireland for Great Britain~ they 
should be accompanied with such original eellttficates of the reve
nue officers of the said colonies as: shall be required. by the law on 
importation into Great Britain; and that when the whole quality 
included ilj Olle' certificate shall not be shipped at any. one. time, 
the original certificate, properly indorsed as to quantity, should b~ 
sent with: tbe· first parcel; tel identify the remainder; if shipped ali 
any fut\lre' period, new certificates Should be granted by tIle prin .. 
cipalofficers of the ports in Ireland, ex~racted fllOD'l a register 01 

·tbe. original documents. ~pecirying the quantities before shipped 
fF~ thence, by what vessels. and to what ports •. 

.. 8. That ·it is essential for carrying into effect the present settle
ment. that.all goods eltported from lrel'and to ~he· British colOliies 
in the W-est Indies~ or in America) or to the British· settlements 
Olt the coast· of Africa, shoutd from time to- time be IIlade liable to 
such'duti'es andelrawbacks, and put under such regulations as may 
be necessary. ii't order- that the same may not be exported with less 
incllmbr'ltnce of d:uties or impositions than the' like goods shall be 
burtllcoed with when exported from Great Britain • 

.. 9. That it is essential to the general commercial' intere$ts 01 
the empire, tbat so long as the Parliament of this kingdom shalt 
Ulink it advisable that the commerce to- the countries beYGod the 
Cape of Good Hope shall be carried on solely by alt exclusive com
pany, baving liberty to import into< the POl't of; LondoR' Ofliy, DQI 

goods of the growth, produce, or manufacture or any countries 
beyond tile Cape of Good Hope should be importable into Ireland 
from any foreign country, (II' from any settlement in tlie East lndie~ 
belonging to any such foreign' country; and that no goods of t.he 
growth, produce, or manufaetur& of tile said: countries should' be· 
allowed to' be- imported into Ireland but througli Great Britain ~ 
and it shall be lawful to export sueh goods of the growth, prouuee, 
or manufacture of any' of the countries beJlond the Cape ef Good-
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lIope to the Streigbts of Magellan from Great Britain to Ireland~ 
with the same duties retained thereon as are now retained on their 
being exported to tbat kingdom; but that an account shall be kept 
bf the duties retained, and the net drawback on the said goods. 
imported to Ireland; and that the amount thereof shall be remitted 
by, the receiver-general of His Majesty's customs in Great Bri~ 
tain to the proper officer of the revenue in Ireland, &0 be placed 
to the account of His Majesty's revenue there, subject to the dis~ 
posal of the Parliament of that kingdom; and that whenever the 
{!ommerce to the said, countries shall cease to be carried on by an, 
exclusive company in the goods of the produce of countries beyond, 
the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan, the goods 
should be importable into Ireland from countries from which they 
may be importable to Great Britain, and 110 other; and that no 
vessel should be cleared out from Ireland for any part of the coun
tries from the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan, 
but' such as shall be freighted' in Ireland by the said exclusive 
company, and shall have sailed from the port of London; and that 
the ships going from Great Britain to any of the said countries 
beyond the Cape of Good ~ope should 1I0t ~e restrained from 
touching at any of the ports m Ireland, and takmg on board there 
any of the goods of the growth, produce, or manufacture of Great. 
llritain. , 

.. 10. That no 'Prohibition should exist in either country, against' 
the importation, use, or sale of any article, the g~owth ot manu-' 
facture of.the other; except such as either kingdom may judge 
'expedient, from time to time, upOn corn, meal, malt, flour, and. 
biscuits; and except such qualified prohihitions, at present con
tained in 'any, act of ,the British or Irish Parliaments, as do not 
absolutely prevent. the importation of goods or manufactures, or" 
materials of manufactures, but only reguillte the weight, thl: size, 
the packages, or other particular circumstances, or prllscribe the~ 
built or coul)try, and dimensions of the ships importing the same,.: 
and also, 'except on ammunition, arms. gunpowder, and other, 
-utensils of war, importable only by virtue of His Majesty's li
cense; and that the duty on the importation .of every such article 
(if subject to duty in either country) should be precisely the same 
in the one country as in the other, except where an addition may' 
be necessary in either country, in consequence or an internal duty 
on any such arti~le of its own consumption, or in consequence 
of internal ,bounties, in the country where such article is grown~, 
produced,oJ; manufactured. and except such duties 'as either 
kingdom may judge expedient, from time to time, upon corn, meal .. 
malt, flour, and biscuits. , ' 

',' 11. That in all cases where the duties on articles of the growth, 
produce, ormanufacture of either country are different on the 
importation into the other, it is expedient that they shOuld be 
redu,ced, in the kingdom where they are the highest, to an amount 
Dot ~xceeding the, amount ',payable in the other; so that the 
same shall Dot be less than ten and a half per cent. upon any 
flrti<;lewhich w!ls~harged with ~ duty. pnimportation mto l~e.,\ 
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land, of ' ten nnd a half per ~ent. or upwards, previous to ,the. I7tll. 
(Jay of May, 1782; and that all such articles -should be exportable 
from lilis kingdom, .into which they shall be imported:, as free from 
duty as the similar commodities or bome manufactures of the sam~ 
ldngdom. ' ,,' , : " 
, .. 12. That It.;s elsa proper, that in all ,cases where ,the article. 
or the consumption of t:ither kingdomlshallbe ,charged with an ill" 
ternal duty on the, manufacture, ,the ,said manufacture, when im
ported from the other, may be charged with a farther duty Oil 
importatiQn.adequate to countervail the internal duty on t!l~ rna-

'nufactl,lre as far as relates to the :duties now charged thereon; 
such farther duty to continue so long only as the internal,eonsump~ 
,tiGIl shall be charged with the duty or duties to balance which .it 
shall be imposed; and that wh.ere there is a d1l'ty on the import
ation of the raw .material of any manufhcture in one kingdom, 
greater than the like duty on raw-materials in the other, such 
manufacture may, on its importation into ,the other, kingdom. 
be charged with such a countervailing duty as may, be sufficient to 
subject ~he same, ·so imported, to burdens adequate to those 
which the 'manufacture 'composed of the like raw material is 
subject to, ~in consequence of duties 'on the importation 'of. such 

,.material in the ~kingdom into which such ,manufacture is so'im" 
ported; and the said manufacture so imported, shall be entitled to. 
such dr/lwbacks or bounties on expol'tation,'as may lea.ve the /lame 
lIubject to no heavier burden than the home-made manufacture. 

" IS. That, in order- to give permanency to the 'seftlement noW' 
intended to be established, it is necessary, that ho newor addi
tional duties should be hereafter imposed in either kingdom, ,OD 

~he importation of any article of the growth, produce, orrnanufac-. 
ture of the other, except such additional duties as may b,e rei}uisite 
to 'balance: the duties on internal '.consumption, 'pursuant .. t!) ·the 
foregoing resolution, orin consequence of ,bounties 'remaining ~ 
such'articles, when exported to the other kingdom. ., , 

" 14. That for the same purpose, it is necessary farther, that no 
prl;lhibition, or. new additional duties, shall be· hereafter imposed 
in either kingdom, on the exportation of any 'article of 'native 
growth, produce, or ·manufacture from the one. kingdom 'to the 
other, except such as either kingdom mily deem expedient, ·:frOlll, 
time to time, upon corn, meal, malt, flour, and biscuits., , 

"1,5. That for the same purpose, it is 'necessary, that no bounties 
whatsoever shOuld be paid or payable. in either kingdom; on the 
~xportation"of 'any article to the'other, 'except 'such 'as 'relate to 
corn, meal, malt, t!our, 'anll biscuits, and ,except also the bountieil 
at present given by Great Britain on 'beer, and 'spirit$ Qistillell 
from corn; anll 'such as' are in' the nature of drawbacks or COm
pensation for duties paid,'-and that flO bounty should be 'payable 

. 'Oil the exportation of any ,article to 'any British 'colonies or plant;.. 
ations, "or to' the, British'liettlements on\he coast of Africa, ,or 

. on the exportation of any article imported fr~m the Brit'ish plant .. 
ations, or from'·the ,British settlements on the,coast.of ,Arrica"or 
,British settleinentsiilthe ,East Indieif; 'orllny.rnanufacturc ,rnad~ 
". . ". " . - .' . ." 
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of such ilrtide, unless in cases where n similar bounty is payable 
in Great Britain, on • exportation from thence, or where sucll 
bounty is me~ely in the. nature of a drawback or compensation of, 
or for duties paid, ~ver .and above ~ny duties paid thereon in 
Britain; and where any internal bounty shall be given in either 
kingdom, on any goods·manufactured therein, and shall remain on 
such goods 'when .exported, a countervailing duty adequate thereto 
may be laid upon the importation of the said goods into the ·other 
kingdom • 

.. 16. That it is expedient for the general benefit of the British 
empire, that the importation of articles from fOreign countries 
should be regulated from time to time in each kingdom on such 
terms as may effectually favour the importation of similar arti
cles of the growth, product, or manufacture of the other, except 
in the case of materials of manufactures, which are, or hereafter 
may be allowed to be imported from foreign countries, duty free; 
and in all cases where any articles are or may be subject to higher 
dilties on importation in~o this kingdom, from the countries be
longing to any of the States of North America, than the like goods 
are or may be subject to when imported, as the growth, produce, 
or manufacture of the British colonies and plantations, or as the 
produce of·the fisheries' carried on by British subjects, such ar
ticles shall be subject to the same duties on importation into Ire
land, from the countries belonging to any of the States of North 
America, {IS the same are or may be subject to on importation 
from the said·countries into this kingdom. . 

.. 17. That it is expedient, that measures should be taken to pre
vent disputes touching the exercise of the right of the inhabitants 
of each kingdom to fish on the coast of.any part of the British 
dominions • 

... 18. That it is expedient. that such privileges of printing 
and vending books as are or may be legally possessed within Great 
Britain, under the grant of the Crown or otherwise, and the copy
rights of the authors and booksellers of Great Britain, should con
tinue to be protected in ~he manner they are at present, by the 
laws of Great Britain; and that it is just that measures should be 
taken by the Parliament of Ireland for giving the ·like protection 
to the .copy-rights of the authors and booksellers of that kingdom • 

.. 19. That it is expedient, that regulations should be adoptetl 
with respect to patents to be hereafter granted for the encourage
ment of new inventions, so that the rights, privileges, Rnd re
strictions thereon granted and contained, shall be of equal duration 
and force throughout Great Britain and Ireland. 

II 20. That the appropriation of whatever sum the gross heredi
tary reyenue of the kingdom oflreland (the due collection thereof 
being secured by permanent provisions) shall produce, after de
ducting all drawbacks, repayments. or bounties granted in the 
Jlature of drawbacks. pver and above the sum of six hundred nnd 
fifty-six thousand pounds in each year, towards the support of the 
naval force of the empire. to be applied in such manner 8S the 
Parliament of Ireland shall direct, by an act to be passed for Ihat 
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purpose. will be a. satisfactory provision. propOl,tioned to the 
growangprosperity of that kingdom. towards defraying. in time 
of peace. the necessary . e~pense8 of protecting tbe trade and 
general interests .of the empire." 

AllgusI15.1785. 

MR. oaDE SUBMITS HIS BILL ·ONTIfE COMMEUCIAL PROPOSI
TIONS. 

ON tbis day. Mr. Orile presented the bill which had been so 
long in agitation. and moved, .. that it be read a first time and 
printed, in order that· the country might -consider it fully." He 
declared. at the same time, it was not his·intention to press the 
measure this session. The question that the bill be received. was 
put and carried, but not witbout severl!-l negative voices. . 

Mr. Flood then moved tIle resolution that be bad proposed on a 
former night. .. Resolved, That we hold ourselves bound not let 
enter' into any engagement to give up' the sole and exclusive right 
of the Parliament of Ireland to legislate for Ireland in all cases 
whatever, as well externally, as commercially and internally~" . 

Mr. Orde moved the question of adjournment. . I 

Mr. Flood's motion was opposed by Mr. Denis Daly, Mr~ 
Ge'orge POllsonby, Sir Hercules Langrishe,' the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer (Mr. John Foster,) the Secretary of State (Mr; J. 
H. Hutchinson,) Mr. W. W. Pole. and the Attorney.general 
(Mr. Fitzgibbon). They contended, that Mr. Flood's resolution 
committed the House with .the Parliament of Great Britain, .and 
this upon the most mistaken ground. The independency of Ire
land had been admitted by the British Parliament in the fulle",~ 
extent; tbe motion was therefore. improper; intemperate. and 
unwise. . 

It was supported by Mr. Curran. Mr • .o'Hara. Mr. Corry, and 
Mr. Kearney. . 

Mr. Curran congratulated' the House and the country on tbe 
escape they had from the bill of the right honourable gentleman. 
The bill would not be suffered to pass. "'rhe bill." exclaimed' 
Mr. Curran, c. is at an end; the cloud that had been collecting so 
long. and threatening to break in tempest and ruin on our heads, 
bad passed harmless away. The siege that was drawn round the 
constitution was raised, and the enemy was gone. JUfJat ire eI 
doricIJ castrIJ, and we may now go ~broad without fear. and trace 
the dangers from which we escaped., Here was drawn the line of 
circumvallation that cut us oft' for ever from the eastern world. 
and there the corresponding ODEi that enclosed us from the west,; 
nor Jet us. in our exultation. forget to whom we are indebted for 
this deliverance. Here stood the trusty mariner. Mr. Conolly, 
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'on his' old station, themast-he3l1, and gave the signal; here, MI', 
Flood; all the wisdom of the 'state Was collected, exploring your 
weakness and y"ur strength, detecting every ambuscade, and 
pointing to the hidden battery that was brought to bear on thq 
shrine of freedolll; and there, Mr. Grattan was exerting an elo
quence more than human, inspiring, forming, directing, animating 
to the great purposes of )'(lur salvation." . 

The Attorney-general stated, that the resolution of Mr. Flood 
was an insult to the Parliament of Great Bdtain. CI If Ireland," 
said he, " seeks to quarrel with Great Britain, she is a besotted na
tion. Great Bl"itain is not easily roused, nor easily appeased; Ire
,land is easily rOllsed, and easily appeased." 

The Attorney.general was here repeatedly called to order, .and 
~arm).v pressed by Mr. Flood, Mr. Griffith, ·and Mr. Curran, on 
M'hich he exrlained tl1e expressions he had made use of; a warm 
and .persona· altercation, however, took .place between him IInll 

Mr. Curr!ln. '" 

, Mr. GRATTAN said, I acknowledge myself. to be perfectly 
of opin'ion wit~ my J<ight honouruble friend (Mr. Dolly,) that 
'Ireland could nQt exist as an independent Protestant state 
1mt for the protection of' Great Britain; and I declare, I nm 
as ready to say, that there is nothing I would not sacrificE! 
for that connection but the constitution. When the q"es
~ion, however, is .broughtto so nice a point as to make ·it Il 

'.lIllltter of appeal t<,> gentlemen's decision which they would sa" 
c.ritice, the constitution of ,the country or .its connection with 
.Great Britain, melancholy as it would beror me to pronounce 
the alternative, I ~ust choose 10 retain the constitution; on 
that ground I opposed the introduction of the bill. My right 
honourable friend has thrown out a challenge, which, if any 
man could maintain and defend, I am ready to admit my 
right honourable friend could, because he has' more ability 

'and legal knowledge than falls to tI,e share of most men; but 
I should imagine even iny right honourable friend, with all his 
Qdvantages,would find 110 small difficulty to keep his ground 
on such a cause of contest. Will my l'ight honourable friend 
undertake, as a lawyer, ·to prove that the fourth' propositi an 
(]oes not amount to a transfer of the constitutional right of 
legislation? Can it be called freedom to be obliged to agl'ec 
to 'Iaws enacted by another legislature? does it not take away 
~he p~ower of 'deliberation, .and substitute adoption? 

'. Mr.'Curran having applied to'Mr.:Fitzgibbori the expressions he haIr 
. applied to Ireland,·1f easily roused and easily put down," a dispute en~lIe"; 
'Which terminated in a mes;age from Mr. Fitzgibbon I arueeting took plal'e, 
,~th parties .fire4 .without etrect, and the atrair wos then , adjllsted. • . 
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(Mr. Grattan'was proceeding to prove in argument that this ex-. 
tended to the trade of Ireland. in toto~ when he was contradicted; 
from the treasury bench.) . 

Mr. GRA'M'AN said, if fin4ing one bundred and ten mem-. 
hers against bis bill, the right honourable' gentleman has 
changed any part of it, possibly my argument may ~ot ap
ply; but.I pledge myself if ever such a bill is px:oduced as the 
right honourable gentleman stated on Friday, to make .it 

. appear to the satisfaction and conviction of the House, that 
it cannot be carried into effect as an operative law without 
laying the constitution of Ireland at tbe. feet of Great 
Bl'itain. 
. Gentlemen have said in argument what was neither logic 
or fact; they have stated what no young man of the college 
would take as, fair reasoning; they have argued from the 
particular instance to the general case. This no. raw student. 
would attempt as logical. Besides, the fact laid down as the 
ground of their argument was false, - it. was an. argument for 
slavery; a mode of argument the most foolish that ever stained 
the lips of a statesman. They were to extend the principles 

, on which they traded to tbe colonies to their foreign trade. 
(Upon this a cry of No I rio I from the treasury bench; 
whereupon Mr. Gratian read a part of one of the clauses of 
the bill to prove the truth of his argument, after which he 
said,) To argue upon the subject in the manner that the 
Honse has heard, is to argue from the trade, properly the 
trade of Great Britain, to the .trade of all the world. It is 
taking it for granted, that either .quarter belonged equally to 
Great Bdtain. It is setting. her up as one immense pro
prietor of the globe. The bill regulates our trade, univer
sally, with Portugal, . with Spain, witl. all the world. Why 
should we bind ourselves to. such a sweeping system of regu .. 
llltion ? We can have foreign trade without entering illto the 
measure: as to foreign trade, England gives ns no right we did 
not before possess; as to colony trade, she gives what we ~ad 
before,. on the fOl'mer condition, that we give the colony trade 
a pr~ference in our market... . 
. But what dicJ we adopt in ~he settlement mentioned? We 

a,doptei\ til',? la~s -then made, which were known and certlliu, 
but w~ .did ~ot bind oUl'selves to adopt any future laws, which 
we;e unknown and uncertain, . and there is a great diff~rence 
between the adoption of a law and the adoption of legislation; 
besides,there is an inconsistency ill the gentlemen's argu
ments; they argue from yisions: this countl'Y is represented 

VOL. 1. s 



~58 COMMERCIAL PROPOSITIONS. [Aug. 12. 

in a state of the most abject wretchedness, and this system, we 
are told, will burst forth immediately on us with the greatest 
riches: weare not only to equal Great Bl'itain, but we are 
to excel her: we are instantly to become· the mart or. the 
emporium. . 

Now, I say, the contrary is the fact; we are neither in that 
wretched state we are represented, nor would it be in the 
power of this system to make us instantly affiuent; I say, 
there is an inconsistency in this argument. Gentlemen say, 
there is nothing jn this bill which binds our foreign trade. 
I say, if this bill is the same as the right honourable geutle
man stated it to be, there is; I see it has been softened in the 
phraseology, and the attempt is cloaked under the idea of 
preference: we are to give a preference to the British colo
nies; we are to bind our trade to the E!lst Indies; we are to 
favour a monopoly, and in return, we are to get the reversion 
of the East India trade, after the present company's charter 
.expires-atter the expiration of a charter on which the 

- minister has founded the basis of. his power by making it 
eternal. Gentlemen say, we cannot exist without Great 
Britain; they take the desponding side; and my objection to 
their arguments is, that they do not state the matter fairly. 
I believe We cannot exist without Great Britain, but I believe 
.also, Great Britain cannot exist without us. Where would 
she get her linen yarn, her bay yarn, her leather? nay more~ 
do we not furnish her with men? Are provisions nothing? 
Are seamen nothing? . . 

I say, then, England cannot exist, cannot support the scale 
of power without us; and when gentlemen talk of all the benefit.'! 
and advantages we were to receive from this system, they argue 
directly contrary to the evidence of the two gentlemen whom 
they sent over for the purpose of appearing at the bar: they 
went for the very purposes of showing we would not obtain 
such advantages. It is like a defendant who endeavours to 
falsify his own witnesses. 

But we- are. told, that we may break the condition when we 
please. . I ask, do gentlemen make no distinction between a 
power and a right? I say, if they talk of the power, I admit 
it •.. But would we have the right? Do not they know that the 
violation of a treaty is a sufficient cause for war? I do there
fore think the bill inimical to the constitution, and to the 
commerce of tlie country. 

The Chancellor or the Exchequer (Mr. John Foster), replied 
to Mr. Grattan, and defended the bill. 
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. Mr. GRATTAN saiJ, The right honourable member, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, has spoken not like an Irish 
ambassador, but. nn English factor; he has blazoned forth 
tbe wants and weakness of his own country-with ~ triumph; 
he has gone into a most offensive, cruel,' and disgusting cata
logue of the obligations of this country to .England, nnd he 
has concealed, with an unaccountable pat'tiality to a country 
which is not his own, the many and various obligatit>lis of 
Great. Britain to Ireland; her obligations to that kingdom for 
a great part of her importance as a nation in the consideration 
of foreign· powers; her more particular obligations to that 
country, such 'as her dependency on Ireland, with regard to 
linen yarn, woollen yarn, hides, and provisions. Is money no
thing? Arc men nothing? ~ngland "gets bOlh from Ireland: 
this dependency bas been !ltated and ad!Jlitted by almost every 
Englishman who spoke on this. business in' Great Britain; 
but they haTe gone further, and expressly deClared, that the 
British monopoly in the West, the company's charter in the 
East, nny, the act of navigation'depended 011 ihe'Parliam~nt 
of Ireland. What were the wOl·ds ? " Th~ guardianship of 
these impot·tant considerations is left to Ireland." Theseare 
the words of the Englishman; thecontrJlry is. tbe boast of 
the Irishman.' .. . 

The right honourable member has denied that this bill 
framed here, adopts the fourth· and fifth propositions, 'which 

, oblige us to follow England in her laws with respect to .foreign, 
plantation produce. He read 'his own bill, and he reads the 
fourth proposition and tbefifth; but he has had the manage
IDent to change a little the words; he conceives the public will 
not see the meaning; but this is a vain experiment~ . He states; 
tbat the bill insists thafwe should give British plantation pro
duce a preference, and favour such as England/gives. How 
is that to be done? by adopting British laws, such as England 
makes: and, when ~e softened this covenant, to adopt English 
acts with respect to foreign plantations into.the phrase of 
favour, he thinks he may stoutly deny the facts, because he is 
able to give a new appellation to it: thus, his right ho.nour
able friend, when he called Cork the medium of empire; 
thought.it would have removed the objection to bis calling it 
an emporium. . .. 

. Sir, the right honourable gentleman seems to triumph in 
bis knowledge of commerce, but, unfortunately for.the cause 
he espouses, this is not mere matter of detail but of principle; 
,viz. whether you' will transfer to . another country' the power 
of making laws for, and of governing the trade and navigation 
of Ireland? Whatever victory he conceives he obtains over 
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me in argument, he obtains over the constitution of his country 
likewise, no~ put down as it werl', and disgraced by-a most dis
gusting and groundless recital of her weakness and dependency. 
. The right honourable member mentions Lord Chief Baron 
Yelverton's act, in the framing of which I was concerned: 
the bill of that great patriot and constitutional lawyer neither 
does nor could waI:rant any use the member has mnde of it. 
-We wished to pass a declaration of rights; men were alarmed 
about their property held under English acts; he framed thnt 
act accordingly i but, in order to obtain the assent of the mi~ 
Dister, he was obliged to adopt and pass by reference certaiu 
English acts then existing respecting navigation and trade: 
~ndthis passing of English acts then in existence, the right 
honourable member compnres to a covenant to adopt English 
acts in all times to come, or rather,' indeed, to adopt the 
English legislature. It is impossible, .that the right honour
flble member is Dot aware of the fallacy and feebleness of his 
pwn argument on this subject; just so he argues, that you 
may take the trade of the world under British regulations, 
because you have adopt-ed those regulations in the pro
perty trade of Great B.oitain; confounding theprinciplell 
~f property with the privileges of free trade, as well as the 
principles of logiC; by arguing from the particular to the 
general. . ' .. 
. I should apologize for having troubled YOlt, and for the 
scattered and tiresome manner in which I have delayed you'; 
. but, before 1 sit down, I must obser,ve on a very improper and 
~angerous suggestion advanced by a .right honourable mem
ber, that the grant of the plantation trade, as settled in 1779, 
is revocable by.the British Parliament; revocable in law I 
~lIow, but not revocable ill faith: no law can bind the British 
legislature-: but faith will. I do not believe gentlemen have any. 
authority from England to threaten Ireland with that revoca
Uon. Will t1le Lord-lieutenant's secretary say, that he is war
-ranted by England to hold out to this country, that the repeal 
of the act of 1779, granting the plantation trade to Ireland, is 
intended? The loss which this nation shall sustain from the. 
failure of this injurious adjustment is, by the right honourable 
member, stated as considerable; nay, he goes further, and says, 
.. You will be II poor country for ever, notwithstanding your 
present privileges." I ask him, how came he to be satisfied 
with tbest! privileges, and to preach satisfaction to every part 
.,f the community under these privileges, and to desire the 
people to cultivate the. blessings of peact', as if nothing was. 
"antiilg to make them rich and comfortable, except absence 
from l)olitics? His creed rlOW is altered; and neither in •. 
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,lustry nor any thing else wili make them flourish, unle~ they 
swallow that recipe which he has prepared for them. I ask 
him again, how he will reconcile his present argument witla 
the declarations of his own evidence in England... The Go
vernment here sent to England certain persons; and one I 
know to be a most useful and respectable man, the otbers I 
8m not acquainted witb; these persolls were to give evidence 
at the bar of the Bdtish House of Commons, to shew that Ire
land could not avail herself of the British market: their evi ... 
dence is publisbed; I refer to it as published. Thus, does the 
right honourable member send over evidence to the Pl\rlia~ 
ment of England, and tllen' falsifies his own eviClence In the 
Parliament of Ireland. 

Sir, .I hope we shall never again see this bill, C»' any thing 
like it; if ever it has a resurrec~ion, I will attend it, with un
altered abhorrence:· the aversion entertained against it, is not 
infatuation; there is much public indignation, but no pubJie 
infatuation. . . . 

The question of adjournment was then put, and carried without 
a division. . 

RESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER. 

Septemiler 5., 1785. 

ON this day the clerk informed the House thaibe had received 
a letter from the Right Hon. Edmon!l Sexton 'Pery, the 

Speaker of the House, which he. desired to have the honour of 
reading: he t~en read the letter: it was as follows: . 

. .. Gentlemen, 
.. My advanced age, the decline of my strength, and what t 

feared most, of my understanding, have determined me, before 
my imperfections become more apparent, to retire from that high 
station to which your. favour had raised me. To these personal 
considerations, let me add one of much more moment, the hazard 
of an intel'ruption to the business of the public by my infirmities. 
These motives have induced me to request that you will accept of 
my resignation of that high office with which you honoured me, 
and elect another gentleman in my room; and give me leaV:e, ge~
tlemen, at the same time, to make my most humble 'and grateful 
acknowledgments to you for your tenderness and indulgence to 
my errors, and for the constant and honourable liupport which you. 
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have given me in the discharge of my duty during the course of 
fourteen years and upwards, the memory of which can never be 
erased from my mind: 

•• I am, 
" With the utmost respect and sincere aft'ection, 

.. Gentlemen, 
CI Your most obliged and most obedient servant, 

" EDMUND SEXTON PERY • 

.. Sept. 4. 1785." 

The Right Hon. Thomas Orde said, he, with much reluctance, 
was obliged to inform the House, that His Grace .the Lord-lieu
tenant had also received a le.lter to the same eft'ect: he expressed 
the deepest concern that the nation should be deprived of the ad
vantages she had long received from the wisdom and integrity of 
Mr. Pery-o He would not, he said, attempt to enter into an eulo. 
gium on the merits of a man, whom, though· he had less opportu.· 
nities of judging than almost any other member of the House, be 
had been used to think of with the highest veneration, nnd whose 
conduct in the chair for more than fourteen years, had established 

. his reputation beyond the necessity of praise; but he would en. 
deavour to provide a successor worthy of. such a man; and, in 
naming his right hon. friend, Mr. Foster, he bad an honest pride 
in reflecting bow highly that gentleman's character stooel in the 
estimation of the House, bow maRY and how great proofs lIe had 
given of his exalted talents, extensive knowledge of business, and 
unshaken integrity; -l).ualities, for which he trusted he would be 
distinguished, and of whIch this nation would enjoy the fruits long 
after he (Mr.Orde) should cease to be a witness of them. He 
lamenLed, however, that another high department must now be 
deprived of the benefit of those qualities; but when he considered 
how peculiarly adapted they were to preserve order and give dig. 
nity to tbe proceedings of the House of Commons; he would not 
hesitate to move, .. That the ~ight Hon. John Foster do now take 
tbecbair, ,as Speaker of this House." Lord Kilwarlin seconded 
the motion. 

The clerk ihen put the question, which passed unanimously 
'in the affirmative; and the Right Hon. John Foster was, by Mr. 
O~de and Lord Kilwarlin, conducted to tbe chair. 

The Right Hon. Denis Daly observed, that the conduct of the 
late Speaker was such as had been highly honourable to himself, 
and advantageous to the nation: he thought that the House should 
demonstrate in what high estimation they held integrity, wisdom, 
and moderation; and shew that turbulence or meanness were no& 
·tbe only roads to preferment; he accordingly moved, "That the 
thanks of this House be given to the Right Hon. Edmund Sexton 
Pery, for his constant and unwearied attendance in the chair of 

'thia HOllse for a period of fourteen' yesl'li. and for the unshaken 
.hltegrityand uncommon ability' which lIe' haa exerted for the in
terests of this country." 
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The Speaker Ilavillg put the question, the motion was carried 
nem. COlt. . • • 

Mr. Daly then moved, " That an humble address be presented 
to His Majesty, that he will confer some singular mark of Royal 
_favour on the Right Hon. Sexton Pery, for his greatsemces ~ 
and 10 assure His Majesty, that whatever expence may be in
curred thereby, the House will make good the same." Agreed to. 
likewise nem. C01to 

As Mi'.Pery's health would not allow bim to attend in his place, 
the House resolved that the Speaker should wait on him with theht 
vote of thanks. On the 7tb, ~he' Speaker reported that he had' 
communicated to Mr. P'ery lhe thanks of the House, and had. 
received in answer the following letter: -

To the Right Hen. the Speaker 91 the House 91 Commona... 
. .. Dear Sir, 
" I have this moment receivEld yOlD' very kind letter of yester. 

terday, inclosing the resolution of the House of Commons, which 
- confers on me tbe highest honour:. the first object of my wishes 

has been to deserve their approbation; and that resolution has sa:· 
tisfied the utmost of my ambition, and left to posterity a noble 
monument of-their favour.- No words can .express with lufficient 
force my gratitude. or what I feel; the only return I .can make 
will be to offer up to Heaven my constant and fervent prayers, 
that the Commons of Ireland may ever preserve the constitution 

_ of the kingdom entire; and that theil' conduct inay be rewarded 
by the approbatiOllof their Sovereign, and the confidence of the 
people. 

_ Cf I have the honour to be, -
" With the greatest respect, esteem, and regard, 

"Dear Sir, 
.. Your most obliged arid most obedient servant, _ 

" EDMUND SEXTON PERY. 

" Sept. 7. 1785." 

ADDRESS TO THE LORD.LIEUTENANT. 

Septemher 6. 1785. 

LORI> -Headford report~d the following address from the c_om-
. ~itteeappointed to prepare the same. 

'~May it please Your Grace, 
... We, His Majest)"s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Com

mons of Irel~d in Parliament assembled, beg leave humbly to 
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'express to YOllr Grace, with unaffected warmth, the satisfaction 
'which we feel in every opportut;lity.of testifying our respect for 
your, person, and our attachment to"your government.' We can
,not reflect upon Your Grace's constant attention to the happiness 
:and welfare of this kingdom, without grateful acknowledgments 
·to His Majesty, that His Majesty ,has ,been pleased to give us.so 
,acceptable a proof of, his royal favour, as the continuing Your 
Grace in the government of Ireland. The generous humanity of 
disposition; ,'and high sense" of, honour, ,which distinguish Your 
'Grace's private character, have, in conjunction with, your' here
ditary spirit and firmness, endeared, you to the nation by their 
llappy influence on your public conduct. ' , 

.. We humbly desire Your Grace to accept our sincere thanks 
for those exertions, which, in consequence of our unanimous 
address and in obedience to His Majesty's commands, Your Grace 
employ.ed during the last interval between our' sessions, in pre
paring a plan of commercial intercourse with Great Britain. We 
are aware that the utmost delicacy and caution are necessa"Y. for 
the conduct 'of measures, in which the rights and interests of .both 
kingdoms are 'equally regarded. And we entertain a just sense of 
the attention' Your Grace has manifested to this principle, that 
their completion 'should depend upon ,the public satisfactiol1. 
We trust, therefor,e, that' the ,further consideration of this 
liubject will ,be pursued with that temper, that spirit of con
ciliation, and that impartial attention to the general welfare of the 
whole empire, which alone cali 'ensure permanency to any system, 
or' enable the wisdom of Parliament to perfect such an equal, 
reCiprocal, and just arrangement, as may unite both kingdoms for 
ever in interest, and preserve in each a firm confidence of mutual 
affection. 

cc It is our zealous and ardent wish, that 'Your Grace may long 
continue in the government of this kingdom, and conteinplate, 
witll grc;Jwing pride and satisfaction, the sllccessful effects of your 
government, in the encreasing affection of a generous people, and 
in the progressive harmony and strength of the empire." 

Mr. GJtATTAN, (who just entered the House,) said, I 
wished to give my assent to the address;. every personal 
compliment to His Grace the Lord Lieutenant, I am desirous 
to pay; the motion of yesterday, therefore, to thank him for 
his' prudent, wise, and jus~ administration, passed unani· 
mously; but the address, combining the personal merit of His 
Grace with the political demerit of the late offensive arrange
ment, embarrasses those who would wish to make a personal 
compliment, , without making a public surrender of any prin
ciple of commerce and,constitution. I say, ifthe address only 
proposed to let down administration easy, to cover their most 
happy defeat, and to console them a little for the most for
tunate overthrow of a plost unjustifiable ·system,' I 'should 
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have been ,silent: but here is my ohjection. I fear I see in 
some part of that address a train ,laid for tbe revival of the 
twenty propositions, and of that bill by which the right honour
able gentleman proposed to carry: the substance of those 
propositions into execution,- where the address would thank 
the minister for the attentiQn paid to the satisfaction of the 
})ublic. I have no objection to it other than Ii. want of 
foundatioll in fact. The secretary did not, in the conduct of 
this commercial business,pay the least attention to public 
satisf.'lction; on the contrary, after almost every county and 
city ill ,the most pointed manner had' expressed their dis
satisfaction at his adjustmellt, he introduced this bill in their 
defiance, nay, after one hundred and ten of the first men in 
the kingdom had opposed the leave for bringing in the bill, 
,lie entertained an intention of forcing, on' the 'measure until 
he was taught to understand that the servants of the Crown 
-would oppose it in its progress. The House was' canvassed, 
and finding that he would be in the minority, the right 
honourable gentleman declined a measure which he fo~nd he 
could not carry, and yielded noi in compliment to public satis
faction, but in certainty and shame of a public parliamentary 
ovel,throw. , ' , ' 

The right honourable member seems to deny that th~ 
counties' expressed their abhorrence at this system., I 
,think he ~ is unwise ill raising such a doubt, b~cal1se,' in so 
doing; he challenges every county and city to meet, again, in 
'order to r~asSert their sentiments and indignatiOll, with regard 
to his, :offimsive arrangement; 'and he' brings once' more 
under', public agitation, as a,candidate for another tandem
nation, his system' of public ruin and national dishonour. But 
'my disapprobation goes more particularly against the part of 
the addreSs which! proposes' to pursue the object. ~ere I 
apprehend a train laid for the revival of,the bill and its prin
ciple, whenI am ,told tbat this business is not to be revived~ 
unless the public should Call for it; in the 'generality of such 
an expression I do not see any precise security. I wish to 
know what 'is rqeant by the publio calling fo~ this bill; if by 
that, the right honourable member means, that/he will never 
introduce it until the counties, cities, and towns, who have 
protested, shall recant their declarations, and, most incoD
sistently demand what they have so loudly execrated, then I 
think .. we, are tolerably safe; and if the right honourable 

, ~entleniaD will now rise in his seat, and declare that to be his 
mtention, I, for one, shall continue here, and vote for the' 

" address.,· : [Here the secretary refusing to make such a de
claration, ,Mr. Grattan, proceeded.] I am now confirmed iii 
the justice of my apprehension, that ,soine Jatent· hope is 
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harboured, to be able to revive the late attempt on your com
,merce and constitution at a more favourable imd patient 
.n19ment, when the community shall be less on the watch for 
,their own preservation : in the anxious interim" I do appre
hend attempts to tamper with Parliament. I fear, lest the 
public hereafter will be said to call for this bill, if in the mean 
time a parliament shall be corrupted to give it support, and 
that the nation shall be said to have changed its mind, when 
the Parliament shall be found to have relinquished its virtue; 
then some member may be gotten to act the part of a 
country gentleman to the .court, and in the name of the 
nation whieh he deserts, vindicate the bill, and call for its 
revival. 1 have no personal objection to the present ad
ministration, or' their government; but their commercial 
system iii what I will give no toleration to. I dread the 
revival of this business in the same hands, nor do I like the 
,words in· which that revival seems to be denounced - " we 
al'e to pursue tbe consideration of this object, with a view to 
the general welfare of ,the whole empire." Sir, it is remark
able that the constitution and commerce, and even the flame 
of Ireland, are kept out of the great directing principle of the 
impending treaty, and are not to be found in this part of the 
,address. Indeed, if you were to fight the natural enemies of 
'England, you might well declare your object was the welfare 
of the whole empire; but when you seem ,laying a tl'ain of 
future negotiation, on the subject of Irish commerce, involv
ing Irish constitution, to omit even to name the interests of 
~ither, and in their place to .profess the interests of the whole 
empire, as the object of such uegociation, promises nothing 
too auspicious to the 'people of Ireland. I have the less con
fidence in those words, because I remember the supremacy of 
the British Parliament, the restrictions 01;1 the Irish trade, 
and every former injury inflicted on this country, were de
fended on this very prin,ciple, and in tbose very words; for 
instance, "impartial attention to the general welfare of the 
whole 'empire." In these general words there is a great 
latitude; a latitude for the neglect of every particular duty, 
and for the surrender of the particular interests of our own 
country. ' 

TIlere are gentlemen who will call England the whole 
empire, and her exclusive power and domination, the 
general welfare; and the servants of government in Ireland 
may, jf they would stoop to it, on such a principle, advance a 
pretence for abjuring every fJrejudice of their nativity; every 
special advantage of their own country, and for preferrin~ 

. the power of another land. Regard, 1 acknowledge, should 
be constantly had to the general welfare ofthe whole empire, 
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whenever it is really concerned;. but let me add, that general 
welfare should never be made'a pretence, nor be artificially 
and wantonly introduced; and in an arrangement,· where 
Irish trade is professedly the subject, that trade ought to be 
expressly the object. I laugl}. at those Irish gentlemen who 
talk as if they were the representatives of something higher 
than their native land, - the representatives of empire, not of 
Ireland; .but so talking and so acting, they would be in £'lct 
the representatives of their salary.- Let me tell those gentle
meo, if they are not Irishmen, they are notbing; and if we 
nre not the representatives of Ireland, we are nothing. I am 
the, more averse to the revival of this bill or its principle, 
because such. revival must be. accompanied with a new' 
negociation, - a negociation wherein the British minister 
would be the ambassador for England and Ireland, or 
rather, the British minister would be the ambassador fOl" 
England, and the servant of that minister would be the am
bassador for Ireland; and wbere thereis no personal equality 
in the negociators, there can be no political equality in the 
]'esult of the treaty. If any thing could render the revival of 
this business ~ still more alarming, it would betbe ·doctrines 
which have been advanced to defend it. We have been 
gravely,' positively, and dogmatically assured, that this country 
is, for the comforts and necessaries of life, for the rudiments 
of manufacture, and even for the element of fire, absolutely 
dependant on Great Britain; we. have been assured that 
we can find nor coals, nor bark, nor salt, nor hops, any 
where, save only in Great Britain;· in short, that Ireland 
has no coals, nor. the continent salt, bark, or hops, to the 
astonishment,· and, indeed, .laughter of every merchant who 
heard such assertions; we have been told this, and we have . 

. been thus argued down into a state of physical sla~ery • 
. ' Ireland has been represented as th~ slave of England, by 
the laws of nature, in order to' justify a system which would 
have made us her slave by force and operation of covenant. 
We have been further told in debate, and in pub,lic prints, 
that our trade has no claim to the protection of the British 
navy. Sir, you pay for that protection; you paid for it long 
ago; I tell you, that payment was the crown of Ireland. You 
annexed the crown of Ireland to that of Great Britain, ,and 
have a right to the protection of her navy, as much as she has 
a ,-ight to consider. you as a part of the empire. Protecting 
1<>u with ~er navy, she protects h.er ow~ ba.ance and weight 
m Europe, and :preserves an empIre which would else. be re
duced to an island; but if you are protected by an English, 
not anll'isbnavy, it ,is not that you have not gl'anted taxes, 
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but dlat Great Britain naturally chuses to have but one nnvy 
in the empire, and very naturally wishes that navy to be her 
own. You are prevented fi'om having an Il'ish navy, nnd 
shoulJ not be reproached with the protection of the BritiSh;' 
ns gentlemen have triumphantly displayed the dependancy of 
their native land on Great Britain, they have most anxiously 
concealed her value and importance-the importance of her 
linen yarn, bay yarn, hi~es, provisions, and men; the im
portance of her assent to the monopolies of Great Brita'in, 
East and West, and to the continuation of the act of navi
gation. Under such false imprellsions then, in those who are 
perhaps to act on the pllrt of Ireland, an ignorance or 'con
cealment of bel' real consequences and resources, and the 
false pel'suasion of her insignificance and dereliction, nay, I 
will add, a zeal to display nn offensive catalogue of hel' wants 
,ruid wretchedness; I ask, what treaty will be made under 
these circumstances, that shall be to your advantage? Let me 
therefore caution my country against the revival of this bill, 
Rnd against those arguments which have a tendency to put 
down the pretensions of Ireland, and humble the pride of the 
Irish nation; public pride is the best champion of public 
liberty; cherish it, for if ever this kingdom shall fall in her 
own esteem, shall labour under a prepossession of impotence, 
shall conceive she cannot have the necessaries of life or ma
nufacture, but from the charity of another country, in short, 
that God and nature have put it in a state of physical 
bondage, I say, if once this becomes her sentiments, your laws 
are nothing, your charters are paper, and Ireland is a slave 
with magna cha~ in her hand; let us no" then put down 
our native land, and rob her of her pride, to rob her of her 
constitution. . 

Sir, my right honourable friend seems to think that a doubt 
may arise whether we have 'a right to be included in British 
treaties; most undoubtlldly we have that right, by virtue of 
the Irish crown annexed to the British; Ireland has a right 
nnd property in the pl'erogatives of that crown, and one clear 
right is, tlilat of being included in treaties; to omit us, were to 
cast us off ; a subject for parliamentary proceeding and punish
ment, not submission. Portllgal was an unfortunate instance 
to be adduced by a friend to the adjustment or its principle; 
for by this adjustment, we are not restored to the benefit of the 
Methuen treaty, and yet, we were originally left out of the 
benefit of that treaty by the princiFle of this adjustment; for 
instance, leaving the regulation 0 our trade to the British 
Parliament. I might go more at large into the detail of this 
:;ubject, explain the resources, insist on the .importance,· and 
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respect the honour of my native land, but I shall for tl.1C pre
sent stop;' having expressed my fears lest this bill should be 
revived,. Ido declare,that if such a measure,' or any thing like 
it, should be hereafter produced, I shall be in my place to 
oppose the yoke; to oppose the system founded on principles . 
of empire, not commerce; recommended by the language of 
insult, justified by depreciating the real value and importance 

. of. Ireland, and accompanied with a surrender of the con
stitution and commerce, and of every thing that is dear. to 
this country. 

Mr. Orde declared that his object in moving to have the bill 
printed was, that it qlight be distributed throughout the country, 
and that the people of Ireland might understand it, and when it 
was well understood and proved to be satisfactory, that it would 
be taken. up . again. Af~er a few remark~ from Mr. Hayes (of 
:Avondale), Mr. Bushe, Sir Hercules Langrlshe, and Mr. J. Cuffe; 
the question was put on the address. "',. . " 
.. Ayes ISO, Noes'IS; Majority iil fav<lut'of the address 117. 
Tellers for the Ayes, Lord Headfort and Sir JoJm Parnell.' . 

f(lr th~ Noes, Lord Edward Fitzg~raldand Mr. John Wolfe~ 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY .. 

M.R. ,CONOLLY'S MOTION RELATIVE TO THE TAXES, GRANTED .oN 
THE PAITH TlIAT. THE IRISH PROPOSITIONS WOULD' BE 
ACCEDED TO. 

Fe/JrllQf'!} 9. 1786. 

MR. CONOLLY, pursuant to the notice he had given, proposed 
his resolution8~ .... 

. 1. "That this House did. in the last session of Parliament, grant 
certain new taxes, estimated at 140,0001. per annum, for the pur.: 
pose of putting an end to the accumulation of-debt. 

2 •.. " That, should the said taxes be' continued, it is absolutely ne
cessary that the expenses of. the nation should be c.onfined to her 
annual income." 

The first resolution pa~sed unanimousl!; the second was sup
ported by Mr. Hardy, Mr. Brownlow, Mr. Griffith. Sir Edward. 
Newenham, Mr. Forbes, and Mr. Corry. . 

Mr. Forbes stated, that the sum of 140,000/., which had been 
voted in the last session, was granted on the faith that the eleven 
propositions would greatly improve the trade and resources of Ire
land, .and thereby e!)able her to pay the taxes. The benefit has 
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not reached us; has it then been granted to support a pension-list 
of 95,0001. 4,0001. greater than in England? 
. Mr. Corry went at length into the state of the finances, and 
strongly recommended economy: In the course of his speech, \:Ie 
observed, that ".the political phenomena of our day, which have 
attracted the wonder ~f mankind, are the nativity of America, and 
the 'regen~ration of the Irish constitution. Ireland now bursts 
forth with an euergetic vigour, which only ~ants to render it per~ 
manent, - the wholesome nurture -of a lim ely economy; thus, 
with Parliament to support him, tlie minister of this country may 
defy the proudest stranger who comes to govern us,. to dissipate 
.our treasures, or bur-den our prosperity." 

Mr. GKATTAN said: 
Sir, the motion before you is very near a self-evident pro

position - that a nation. after a great exertion to raise her 
revenues, ought not to exceed them. I differ from those gen
tlemen who deny that the new taxes were granted in consi
deration of commercial advantages.; commerce was held forth 
the last session as one of the compensations; to stop the pro
gress of debt, was the other: but if any man doubts whether 
commercial advantages were in contemplation of the new 
.taxes, look to the eleven resolutions, amI let the record de
termine; there you ·will find the resolution for the taxes a 
part of the new system ·of commerce; the new taxes there evi
dently appear to have been asked on the credit of new com
mercial advantages, which were supposed likely to generate 
a new ability to bear _them; and as a further inducement, 
these tsxes were also recommended by the stipulation of 
putting. a stop to the further accumulation of debt. . 

Here, then, were held out two compensations, - trad~ and 
economy; neither were to exist in promise, bllt both were to 
form part of your laws: accordingly, by the eleventh pl"OpO
sition, the surplus of hel'editary revenue was to make up home 
deficiency, before it could be applied to the navy of Great 
Britain; and the English minister could not obtain Irish mo
ney, unless he became an Irish economist! Here was a self
operative principle of economy established, not in confidence, 
but in law; this was the idea of the resolutions; and even 
the commercial bill, which does in some measure betray that 
idea, stipulates for economy, and provides that this House 
should in future proceed by estimate, and that when Govern
'ment exceeded, the excess should fall on the English fund. 
Thus the new taxes were to be accompanied with two com
pensations, - trade and economy: the first compensation is 
withdrawn. I do not inquire now whether the bill of the 
right honourable member was good or bad; I continue to 
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. think it execrable; but certainJy it was not the condition' 
held out, or the trade that was offered in tbe original prop~ 
sitions. You bave lost one compensation, the trade; and 
the question is now, whether 'OU will· lose the other, econo .. 
my? When gentlemen agreed to the first resolution this 

o night proposed, that it was necessary to stop the further ac
cumulation of debt, I suppose them to' have been sincere; tbat . 
they meant it not as a vile excuse for granting new taxes, but 
as the principle of the grant. I enter into the spirit of that 
principle, and affirm that tohe best method of securing its ope... 
ration is to vote the second resolution; for the mere a~d 
unqualified increase of taxes does not prevent; but rather. 
encourages, the growth of 'debt, for it encourages the growth
of expense; it is an amnesty to past, and. a spur to future 
profusion; as if a father should say to his son, I will pay 
all your extravagance, by way of discouragement. This ge.. 
neral observation applies to this country with peculiar force, 
because in this country there are peculiar causes of extra
vagance. 

You have two administrations, tllat of Ireland~ and that 
of Great Britain; and of course a double patronage, and a 
two-fold authority to load your establishment; moreover, you 
have no. appropriation of funds in Ireland as there is in 
Great Britain ; and not having a special, yolt· should surefy 
have a general limitation : again, we have no Irish oobinet; 
individuals may deprecate, may dissuade, but they cannot 
enforce" their principles; there is no' embodied authority in 
Ireland. 

Again, your Gov~rnment constantly fluctuates; your Vice.. 
roys change evetoy day; men of different parties and different 
ptOinciples, faithful to private engagement, but not bound to 
any uniform public system; again, 'ou have no decided reo
sponsibility in Ireland ; "the objects 0 your inquest might not 
be easily found; in short, • you have in this country the mis
fortune ora double administration, a double importunity, a 
fluctuating government, and Ii. fugacious responsibility. 

But,. if you have any doubt whethei·, under these parti
cular circumstances, the mere supply or growth of tax will 
prevent the growth of debt; turn to history. I have heard 
of a nation in a situation similar to your's at this very period, 
a nation, who, wearied' and «:xhausted by a disgraceful aecn-' 
mulation of debt in profound peace, determined to put an end 
to the pernicious practice, paid off all her arrears, ·and raised 
her taxes to the estimate of her expences; but forgot one pre.. 
caution, the precaution of checking the growth of expense~' 
as one ·essential means of stopping the . further accumulation 
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of : debt. Behold the consequence! In eleven, years she 
doubled ~er debt, and multiplied all hei- expences. You sl'e 
that nation~ Yoti did, in 1 '173, agree to put an end to the 
pernicious practice of running in debt; you, paid off five half 
years' arrears to answer that end; you raised your taxes above 
100,0001. a-year to answer that end, and you took the mi-

_ nister's word for the further securing that object; and accord
ingly you have since that time doubled your debt, and you 
have besides borrowed above ,700,0001. in life-annuities, and 
you have likewise added more to' your expences than the esti-
mated amount of the new truces., ,..' , ' 

Figures are irksome. to this House; I ,shall therefore pre
~entyou with a picture of your race of expense; behold the 
map of your policy, delineated by a very ingenious man, with 

, talents and accuracy. ' . 
See the chart .of your. credit, an evanescent speck just rising 

above the plane of the horizon,and then it dl'Ops; while your 
debt ascends like.a' pyramid, with an' audacious. defalcation, 
and almost culminates in your meridian. Midway of this 
mountain of debt" YOll will discern a line marking your effort 
to put an end to the practice of running in debt. It ill not 
necessary for a man to read, it is sufficient ,for him to see, in 
order to refute the honourable and right honourable gentle
'men on'this subject: 

From. this experience, then, as well as from general prin
, ciples" I .would infer, that, if you mean to stop the growth of 
,debt, .:it is necessary to stop the growth of ~xpense. It has 
been said, this is making a covenant with Government to 
live within its in~ome. I say it is so; and I add, that a na
tion giving to her government 140,0001. new taxes, has a 
tight to insist on such a covenant. Talk as you please, she 
approaches you,on this occasion, with the authority and su
periority ofa creditor and benefactor; she is not reduced to 
supplicat,e" but warranted to demand economy. 

Government made her own estimate of revenue and of 
expenee; . ~he nation left both to her discretion - say what 
you want, and you shall have it; but when you have got it, 
live u'pon it; - the commercial interest of this country is to 
be adyanced; let, us on that encouragement meet at once our 
domestic diaiculties - a generous country pardons past pro
fusion,- come to an account with her - state your wants, and 
state your taxes. "This was the idea of the Parliament; and 
,the question now is, whether governmel)t is to be limited by 
all the revenues she held to be sufficient for all the expences 
she held to bEl necessary; in short, whether in ordinal'y years 
there shall be,in the kingdom of Ireland, any such thing as 
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limitation at aU,in' tpe management of the public purse·? To 
so plaill a. principle of political salv'ation; to' a principle so 
particularly applicable to a nation, govel'Ded by viceroys 
from another country - a principle rendered so necessary by 
the habiu of importunity - a principle enforced by the ex
perience of every year's debt, and adm.itted by the inward 
conviction of every man who hears me, what· objection is 
mnde? What bar can you suppose is ndvanced? Would you 
believe it? Could. any man conceive it? The ohjection is,' that 
no Lord-lieutenant can bind or answer for his successors! 
Here is admitted that very jargon; that vel'y disarrange
ment of council, that very. irresponsibility of government, 
,,:hich we all lament, and on which gentlemen on the other 
side" rely, and demand of you, for that vel'y reason, to entrust 
the purse of the public to the faith of this discOJ'dancy of 
succession. We are not to impose restrictions by Parliament, 
because we cannot rely on the continuance or uniformity 'of 
the councils of Government. T; private engagements, how
ever expensive, faithful indeed I but witlr regard to public 
maxims, transient! Here is their argument! The infirmity 
of our situation, which should induce your caution, is gravely 
urged as the infallible argument against your interference • ...-;
Strange as this argument is, it yields in extravagance to 
another grave objection, which imrriediately tollowed it; an 
objection which affirmed that· yon ought not to limit your 
Government in its income, because its expences must risEc', 
The very evil itself, the thing we d"ead! \Ve fear their· 
expenees will rise' - we fear the increase of your taxes will 
encourage those expences: we apprehend .that Government 
will not meet us halfway, so that economy on the1r side Illay 
aid the new grants on your's, and secure us againstthe growth 
of future taxes, and future debts. .To quie~ these fears, we 
are told, in perfect seriousness, that our .cxp('nces mmt in
crease. You need not be afraid, you may be certain of the 
danger •. This argulllent, which threatened us with an in
crease of .our eXpellCEc', is attended with another, which 
threatens us with the decrease of our revenue. What l\ 

strange image must those gentlemen have of the possible state 
of this country! And what a much more stl'ange pl'ovision 
do they make filr such a conjunctu~e! Y o~r expences m,ust 
increase, and your revenue may fall; and In. contemplatIOn 
of such an event, you ought not to limit your expenditure to. 
your income. Eventful inability. is urged as an argument 
oaainst restraining the growth of y~ur incumbrances, and the 
p~ssible diminution of your expence. However, Sir, this 
p!ophecy, I imaginEc', has but little foundntion, 110 morc ,ihan 

VOL. I. • T 
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tbe argument gentlemen constrl!ct upon. it: tue revenue of 
tbis country must rise. You have taken care of that by your 
new grants j tbe wealth of this country must increase; 
nothing Clln prevent the growth of her riches but the. gl'owth 
of her taxes. . I would ask those gentlemen, who omen the 
decrease of your re"enues, was it not they who made the 
estimates, both of revenues and expences? And when 
pressed to limit themselves to their own estimates, do they 
now gravely tell us, that you cannot depend on either. It 
seems they rest the strength of tJteir argument on the ruins 
of tbe credit of their estimates. In direct contradiction to 
this argument, but in opposition to this resolution, the same 
gentlemen, with the same conviction, IIffil'm that the wealth 
of this country will increase most exceedingly. Here· the 
pl'ospect changes, for the sake of the argument, and instead 
of a declining, you are represented as a pl'osperous 8fld rising 
state; your manufactures are to increase most exceedingly; 

. but then your bounties are to increase also, and your reve
nues, by such a detIuct, are to fall. 
, Gentlemen will not see that the increase of manufactures, 

tbe increase of export and of wellltb, must have a general 
operation; and if they add to the charge of your bounties, 
must in a much greater proportion add to the revenues. No I 
say gentlemeo;the increase of manufactures, the general sale 
of their goods at home, and a thriving export, are tbe natu
ral causes of the ruin of the revenne. .It seems, in Ireland, 
the revenues are destroyed by the wealth of the nation. From 
.8 position at once so ignorant and so ludicrollS, gentlemen 
proceed to their great hold, the main strength of their cailst', 
and exclaim, What I limit Government to its income the very 
year in which His Majesty's ministers have not applied for a 
vo~eofcredit! I meet the strength of their nrgument. I say; 
yes, this very year., I waive the advantage I possess in the 
general principle, that in ordinary years the state should be 
J'eetl;ained by its own estimates of expence nnd revenue. I 
\vni"e the additional advantage I have in the application of 
this principle to the particular circumstances, habits, and. dis
positions of this coulltry. I wRive also the other sad advant
age which my argument has in the. experimental knowledge 
of the progress of your expence. I meet the gentlemen in the 
strength of their al'gument, and sny, that we ought to limit the 
.growth Of expenee this vel'y year in which you have not been 
called upon 101' o vote of credit; yes, this very year, when 

. we have granted above 140,0001. on 110 eompensa~ion but the 
hop~e to stop the growth of debt and expence; tbis very 
year, in which we buy economy by OUf tan$, or get DotIling;' 
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this very year,' in which we perceive symptoms of a departur~ 
frorh that economy. See your accounts. On a comparative 
view of the estimates for 1786, . with the expences' for) 784, 
your civil list has incl'eased above 23,0001. per annum;, your 
military list has increl!sed about 80,0001" and your eoncord-

. atum exceeding above 12,0001. Without a wish to criminate 
(for a question of this sort is tOQ high either for reflection Ol' 

panegyric,) 1 ask, are not these symptoms sufficient to induce 
this JIouse, when it continues the new g~'ants, in order to stop, 
the, growth of debt, to take some precaution to check the 
career of expence;, the danger of adding to the pension,list, 
of adding to the salaries of offieel's, and of such unavailing, 
hE'edless, and improvident donations. In the course of this 
debate, we are reminded and checked by anothE'r argument, 
that exclaims, Your bounties! your bounties! parliamentary 
grants, your public jobs;, . these are a great cause of the growth 
of your debt and increase of your expenees, as if the public 
was eased, because the .Qovernment was not the only' hand 
that heaped burden upon her back. What, ar~ t~ere then 
so many different causes? so mimy pretences, all combining 

. to. increase our expences? From hence,' I argue fo1', and the 
gentlemen against,. a resolution of restl'aint; the compli
cation of disorders, it seems, to them, is a reason against the 
remedy. 

I admil'c the unfeigned zeal with which those gentlemen 
espouse the cause of the manufactu~ers;, but I cannot forget 
theil' discretion, when they, at the opening of the session, 
limited the sum to be granted to them, by a resolution which 
had resQ'ained 'your grant, and precluded all manufactures 
which had not the last year partaken <!f the bounty. When 
these manufacturers, the objects of theil' compassion, lire. 
under your consideration, with great discretion and jealousy, 
they discern the necessity of putting some Iimit~, by. resolution, . 
to that species of bouDty; but when, afterwards, the same 
r~le is proposed to be applied to themselves, when it is pro
posed to limit the expenee of Government, No, say the friends 
of ministers, 'don't impose on us such a rule, or the absolute 

. necessity of living within our income- pity t.he poor manufac-
turers -' have some regard to the infant state 01 your country 
- don't preclude those various meritol'ious claimants, (whom 
th.ey themselves have precluded already.) . . 

Sir, that principle which Governmen~ applied to manufac
turers, I would apply to themselves, I woulp have the oblig
ation of economy to rUll along with the n.ew grants; I would 
have it the preamble of the hill, and the annual condition of_ 
its renewal, that the secretary might c\\rry in his pocket the 

T"2 . 



216 COMMITTEE .OE SUPPLY. [Feb. 9. 

condition pf. the graJ?t as an answer t~ solicitation; that he 
might say to the importunate, Sir, you have claims; your 
reliance on our economy gives you just pretensions to expect 
public money, but· our hands are bound; here is the act of 
parliament. This would save the right honourable gentle
man the fear of offending, amI the trouble of thinking. 
. Sir, in the course of these objections, gentlemen have not for
gotten to insist .on the possibility of unforeseen exigencies, as a 
reason against an obligation on the Irish minister, in ordinary 
years, to confine himself to his· own estimate of expence and 
revenue. I belie~e the English constitution does not warrant 
the objection; extraordinary emergencies (another word for 
reasons of state) should not be set up as a pretence for extra
ordinary powers in the Crown. This principle is peculiarly 
applicable to the case of money; therefore it was that ship
money was held illegal, though it was insisted that the Crown 
should have the power of levying money in great emergency; 
the same principle which condemns the practice of unforeseen 
emergency,' in support of a latitude to lay the foundation of 
taxes without the consent of Parliament, by the reserved power 
of exceeding income. . 

Sir, this objeCtion of unforeseen· emergencies is peculiarly 
.,unseasonable nQw, because it happens to be falsified by His 
Majesty's speech fl'om the throne, which felicitates his people 
on the p'rospect of complete tranquinity. Had gentlemen 
reason t~apprehend any danger, foreign or domestic, war or 
rebellion, I suppose they would bave taken some pl'ecautions; 
but 1 ask, what 1S there in the general complexion of the 
times? what is there, in your sequestered sitllation, to justify 
this pretence of unforeseen emergency - this affectation of 
state mystery? A latitude not for exertion, but expence. 
What wars have you to wage? what enemies have you to 
overwhelm? against whom do you point the thunder of your 
arms? No, your emergencies are of a different kind - the 
gentle solicitation, the fond importunity, and the kind reply 
on the subject of public money; These are your wars, these 
are your emergencies. 

Who would have imagined to have seen, in the course 
of this debate, that faded cockade of the 'castle, c01!fidence, 
advanced on the side of the Court - confidence in the Iri;,h 
minister in the· uncontl'olled €xpcnditure of IJ'ish money? 
What, after all your experience,_ to prefer confidence to 
this resolution, requires, in my opinion, a most robust con
.science, and·a most infirm understanding. Desirous as we 

. all are to pay every respect, and with every predilection in 
favou~ of our present vicel'oy, a young man of a very noblt', 
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unsuSpICIOUS nature. exposelI, perhaps, to much importunity, 
yet, who c~n answer for his continuance? This confidence 
then must extend to all his successors, whoever they be,. of 
wh~tever cast, party, principle, or capacity - but even that 
won't do. This confidence must extend· to all the secretaries 
of all the future lord-lieutenants.. In. the last seven years,- we 
had seven lord-lieutenants and eight secretaries. The con"; 
fidence must then be extended to the Lords and Commons of 
GreatBritaint or rather to the. King's commission, on a pare 
and perfect persuasion, that whom the King shall appoint, tHe 
Lord illuminates; and where the put'se is bestowed, tbere is 
the virtue, and there is the economy. Tbis will not do; it.iS 
not sufficient that viceroys should be gods -Irishmen must be 
arigels, and importunity and· solicitation cease j and in that 
event I submit to tht: force of.the argument of ·confidence, as 
something 110t according to reason, but above it. 

I have troubled you long; but· before I sit down I mllst ob
serve, that the success of your. manufactures is much in
terested in this motion. Gentlemen are not to be informed; 
that the great commercial resources which Ireland possesses is 
not capital, but a comparative exemption from the weight or 
taxes.- The increase of your expences mu~t operate, there-· 
fore, as a diminution of your commercial resources, and-not 
only increaSe the undue influence of the British minister in· 
the Irish Parliament, but .hinder the competition of the Il'ish 
manufacturer in his own market. The nature of· the new 
taxes tends the rather to excite the apprehension, because 
some· of these t~es are registers ; taxes on licences to. ~sel1 
leather, soap, 'candles, &c •. being in tbemselves of very small 
product, I fear them as a key to a more general taxation, and 
the more eamestIy do I wish, therefore, to stop the growth of 
expence. I think this is a good opportunity; for I think.the 
new grants giye you a right to ·insist 'On establishing a great 
principle of economy.. When we make new grants, let us 
make points for Ireland; and while weare generous to the 
Crown, let us pay some attention to the .interest of the peopw~ 
Do not let any man suppose that the point of stopping the 
further accum'ulation of debt i!s gained already, because. you 
are not called 011 for a loan for 1786; the reason be~ng, that 
you 1J0rrowed 200,OOOl. in 1785, and that you got one llalf 
year's produce of the new taxes. I make no doubt that the 
resolution, though rejected to-night; will have a good effect. 
The principle must be tarried. Government must,. at .least, 
live within its income; but then it is to such eXflrLions, and 
to the urging such resolutions, you must attribute such an 
event. 
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The resolution was opposed by the Chancellor "of the Exche
"quer (Sir John ParneH) Mr. Burgh (Accomplant-general), Mr. 
Mason, Sir Hercules Langrishe, Mr. Molyneux, Mr. Brooke, and 
ih«' Attorney-general, who chiefly replied to Mr. Grattan, and 
stated that the new taxes were his idea, and that he had voted 
for them. The right honourable gentleman says, we are subject 
to the extravagance of two courts, and that the Lord-lieutenant 
cannot answer for his successor; I am extremely sorry that ex
perience has. justified this last assertion. I lament that Ireland 
had, iii. one instance, the meanness and folly to suffer her councils 
to. be influenced by English party, but I trust I shall never again 
be witness" to a conduct so ruinous and disgraceful to my country. 
As to confidence; I well remember that no man possessed more 
confidence in Government than the' right honourable gentleman, 
when, by a quibble "upon the construction of an act of parliament, 
he .was attacked upon the doctrin"e of simple repeal, he rested on 
the confidence in Government and-'the honour of ,the British 
nation. . . . 

MR. GRA-'M'AN observed: 
Sil', the new taxes were not my idea, nor my meaSU1'e. I 

originally deprecated the idea of payment to Great Britain i 
failing' ~in that, I insisted that no surplus should go to 
England, unle~!I the expences of Ireland wel'e previously 
discharged; and on no other conditiori would I support the 
original resolutions. , In that I succeeded: but there was 
a new resolution" added - the resolution of the new taxes, 
which was, not 'mine, Rnd which I never knew of, and never 
saw, until I came into the House a few hours before it was 
mentioned. That resolution was not mine, but was forced 
in by others without my knowledge or consultalion. 

Sir, I deny the correctness of what the right honourable. 
gentleman has asserted. I never reposed the rights of Ire
fand, as he has stated, all tlle faith of "ministers - rested them 
on ministers or confidence! -no such thing! I took parli
amentary security it the faith of solemn national treaty; and 
1 was warranted by the opinion delivered on that subject by 
~he best lawyers in Ireland. . 

The question being put, there appeared in favour I)f the resolu
tion, Ayes 73, Noes 149; Majority against the resolution 76. 

Tellers for the Ayes, Itigbt Honourable Mr. Conolly and Mr. 
Grattan',' " 

Tellers for the Noes, Mr. Mason and Sir Hercules Langl'ishe. 
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PENSION LIST. 

MR, ~ORBES PRESENTS' A BILL TO LIMIT THE AMOUNT OF, 
PENSIONS. 

March 13. 1786. 

ON the 6th, MI'. Forbes made a mo~ion regarding the pension 
list, which, he said, amounted nearly to 96,0001., and ex

ceeded the pension list of Great Britain by several thousands. 
though the revenues, commerce, and resources of Ireland were 
infinitely less: this profusion had been the more wanton, because 
the minister had lately granted additional pensions to members of 
the House of Commons who were befor~, dependent on the minis
ter, by enjoying pensions during pleasure. He accordingly 
moved, " That the present application and amount- of pensions 
on the civil establishment are a grievance to the nation and demand 
redress." ' 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Brownlow: it was, however, 
negatived. - Ayes 70, Noes 128. 

On this occasion, Mr. Grattan desired the pension list should 
, be read, (which was done, from the very beginning.) 'He then ~aid._ 

I shall not make any other observation on what has passed 
than this ~ - when .gentlemen seriously affirm, that pensions 
are not a grievance,. and a wanton dissipation of the public 
money, I will meet them with this, list. - As to argument, 
nothing can be said in addition to what my hon. friend has 
urged, nor has any tlling been said against it; and my reason 
for not giving.a negative to his moti~n is, that should I af
firm the pension list is not a grievance, I should affirm in 
the face of my country an impudent, insolent, and a public 
falsehood. ' -

On this day, the 13th, Mr. Forbes presented his bill to limit the 
amount of pensions: it was received, and read a first time. On 
the motion that the bill be read a second time to·morrow, Mr. 
Mason moved, that the bill be read a second time on the-bt of 
August. This was supported by Sir Hercules Langrishe, Mr. Hewit. 
:Mr. Burgh, Serjeant Fitzgerald, Mr. Beresford, Mr. Bushe, Sir 
John Parnell, Mr. George Ponsonby, and the Attorney-general, 
chiefly on the ground that it went to restrict the just prerogatives 
of tlle Crown, and that the influence Of the minister arising there
from had not affected the members of the lIouse of, Commons. 
By such a bilI, said the Attorney-general, Government would be 
depI'essed to the state it h.ad been after the vote of 1757, when 

T 4 
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the House unanimously declared the pension list to be a grievance; 
the members then caballed together, and formed themselves into 
ILparty, against which Government could not go on; and to break 
down this aristocracy, i,t had cost the natioo more than the-pension 
Jist- would for many years. It was supported by Mr. Curran, Mr. 
Forb~s, Mr. ,Michael Smith, Mr. Cony, and Mr. Kearney. Mr. 
Forbes stated, that· in two years the pensions had increased 
16,0001.; that the committee of supply, in a former parliament, 
had resolved that, Mr. Dyson's pension ought not to be granted; 
yet, when the session was over, it was paid on the authority of a 
king's letter: and if pensions increased in the proportion they had 
for the last' twenty year~, eyery member in both houses of parlia-
ment would be a pensioner. _ 

Mr., Corry declared that the House could not trust to the eco- ' 
Domy of the minister; that confidence had made former secre
taries declare, that ollr parliaments were mean in their pursuits, 
greedy of office, negligent of public estimation, and ignorant ot" 
the affairs of their' country; confidence in ministers is the state
prologue to the ministerial farce of every administration. ' 

Mr. Curran, in a vein of great humour, dwelt on the imprudence 
of trusting to the minister; he sai4, " But we will .lind that this 
complaisance, this gentleness between the Crown and its true 
servants, is not confined at home; it extends its influence to fo
reign powers. Our merchants have been insulted in Portug'al, our 
commerce interdicted; willit did the British lion do? Did he 
wbe~ his tusks? Did he bristle up and shake his mane? Did he 

- roar? No ;no such thing - the gentle creature wagged' his tail 
for six years at the court of Lisbon~ and now we hear from the 
Delphic orade on the Treasury bench, that he is wagging his tail 
in London to Chevalier Pinto; who, he hailes, soon to be able to 
tell us wiIlallow his lady to entertain him as a lap-dog; and when 
she does, no doubt the British factory, will furnish some of 
their sdftest woollens to make a cushion for him to lie upon. ,But 
though the gentle beast has continued so long fawning and couch
ing, I believe his vengeance will be great as it is slow, and that 
that posterity, whose ancestors are yet unborn, wiJl be surprised 
at the vengeanct;. he will take. 

" This polyglot of wealth. this museum of curiosities, the pen
s!on list, embraces every lin~ in' the human chain, every descrip-, 
tion of men, women, and children; from the exalted excellence ot' 
u- Hawke or a Rodney, to the debased situation of the lady who 
humbleth herself that she may be ualted. Hut the les,sons it 
inculcates form its greatest perfection; - it teacheth, that sloth 
an4 vice may eat that bread which virtue and honesty may starve 
for after they bad earned it. It teaches the idle and dissolute to 
look up for that support which they are too proud to stoop and 
earn. - It directs, the minds of men to an entire reliance on the 
ru!ing power of the sla~e. who feeds the J"avens of the royal 
aVJary. that cry continually for food. It teaches them to imitl!te 
those saints on the pension list, that are like the lilies of the field _ 
they toil not, neither do they Alin, and ,yet arc arrayed like Solo-
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mon'in' his glory. 'In fine, it tea.ches _ lesson, which indeed they· 
might have learned from' Epictetus - that it is' sometimes good 
not to' be over virtuous: it shews, that in proportion as our di .. 
tresses increase, the munificence of the Crown increases also, ' and 
in proportion as our clothes are rent, the royal maQtle is extended 
over. us." 

Mr. QRATTAN ,said, 
Sir, the gentlemen who have urged 'the most plausible 

argument against the bill have not taken the trouqIe to read it ; 
they say, that it gives up the controul of Parliament over such 
pensions as shall not exceed the limits of the bill: no such 
thing: your controul cannot be given up without express 
words, but here there are express words to save it; .here~ aware 
of such a prete~ct', and thet 110" colour should be given for 
such an objection, the preamble states the nature of the pen
siolls which are to have any existence at all, "such as are 
allowed by Parliament." This objection being answered by 
the bill, I must advel"t to another, which has DQthing to say 
to the bill. " 

A right llOnourable mt'mber has declared thebiU _to be 
"the most exceptionable that ever came into Parliament; and 
Ilis reason for this most extraordinary dechil'ation is most 
singular indeecJ, ," because it restrnins the ministers of the 

- Cl"Own, and -leaves the pension list open to both Houses of 
Parliame~t." From thence' be infel"s, that a practice of pro
fusion will ensue, and from bence you would Jnfer that the 
pension list was not now open to the addresses of both or 
either of the Houses of Parliament; but the fact is, that the 
evil he deprecates now exists: that the bill ~Ioes not give, but: 
finds and leaves a power to both Houses of Parliament to' 
address on such subjects. As the mattei' now stands, both or 
either of the. Houses of -Parliament may address for such 
charges, and ,the minister may also impose such charges with 
such addresses. You arc thus exposed to the two causes of 
expense,-the power of address in us, and tbe unliniited powel' 
of pensioning without address in the minister; aud the right 
honourable gentleman thinks you will increase profusion by 
l"cmo\'ing one of its causes; ,the pl'incipal cause, the notorious 
caust', the unlimited power of the minister, the most con-

'stant, operative, and plentiful source of pl"Odigality. In the 
same argument he adds, that the power of Parliament, ill 
oisposing of the public money, rumed tl;ais country, when 
there was a redundancy in the treasury, by serving the pur
poses of a jobbing aristocracy. According to him, then, the 
greatest evils which can, befall' this country are" a surplus ill 
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the tl'easury, and a restraint on the prodigality of the minister. 
A prosperity which produces redundancy, and a constitutional 
bill which restrains the unlimited grants,of the Crown, is his 
receipt for the ruin of Ireland. . In the course of this al'gu
niimt, my right honourable friend has spoken of economy. Sir, 
a friend of mine the other night moved a resolution on the 
principle of economy, " that your expense sllOuld not exceed 
your income:" his motion was founded on an obvious·maxim, 
that, in ordinary years, a go\-ernment should be restrained 
by its own estimate of expense and revenue; his motion was 
I'ejected on two idle arguments: that unforeseen emergencies 
might arise, ,,:as one argument; but neither the complexion 
nor situation of the times warranted the apprehension of 
danger, and the1'efore the argument, if it had no corruption 
in contemplation, was fictitious 811d idle. The other argu
ment against my friend's motion was, that the maxims of 
economy were adopted already by the present administration. 
On what foundation, fact, or, authority, such an a~gume"t was. 
advanced, the catalogue of pensions can best determine. Those 
pensions are not words but facts. I always conceived that the 
public treasure was, like the people's liberty, to be guarded. 
rather by law than confidence, and I thought the new taxes 
a good opportunity for establishing such a safeguard. I 
thought that such a confidence, without such a safeguard, 
would encourage administration at last into acts of profusion; 
but I could not think the act of profusion would accompany 
the professions of economy and the grants of the people. I 
could not foresee that peculation would attend the birth of 
the tax. I wiII consider this peculation, or the new catalogue 
of pensions, and then the bill- first the grievance, then the 
I'emedy. . '. 

See how this g.rie\·ance will naturally affect the people: 
they will, perhaps, be inclined to think that they see in such 
a measure the old school 'revivM, - the old spirit of plunder 
renewed, when Government in It-eland was nothing but the 
division of spoil. They will remember that they have given 
new taxes, and that they have not received the commerce 
which was, I say, promised, 01' the economy which was pro
fessed; in short, they will see that you have gotten theil- mo
ney, and have given them, as compensation, a new list of 
Pffi~~~ . 

. See how this grievan~e may.afFect the British Government: 
when the British minister sees that he has incurred the odium 
of the new taxes aud of their misapplication, he will naturally 
expect that his influence at least is augmented; but when he 
finds that he has added nothing to his power, he will lament 
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this attack bn his credit •.. The British Government willl'ecol
lect, that, to remove th.e causes of discontent and jealousy in 
Ireland, Ore.at Bl'itain surrendered her assumed supremacy. 
Pe.rhnps that Government will not think itself wdl used in the 
present attempt to revive Iri~h jealousy, by the unnecessary 
peculation of their servants in Ireland. 

See again how this grievance affects the Irish ministl'y, 
Why give Ireland a grievance for no object on earth, but to 
lessen the cl'edit of the Iri8h 'Government ? Gentlemen speak 
of reflection, - tha~ catalogue is ~he reflection. You cannot 
conceal, nor justify, nor ~xtenuate : your connivance woul'd ,be 
aggravation. The name of ais Excellency has been intro
duced to sway debate: his friends come in too late to serve 
him on thjs subject; they should have dissuaded him f!'Om 
giving- the offence: they should ha:ve told His Excellency, 
that his list ofpensionel's would be pl'ejudicial to his fame. allll 
was unnecessary to his support; that the profit went to others, 
and the scandal to the Government. . . 

While I protest against this measure, "as a most disinter
ested ,act of profusion on the part of Government, and there
fore as an aCt of the most superlative folly, yet willI say more 
of His Grace ihe Duke of Rutland; more than his own ser
vants have said of him: they have said of. him 011 this subject, 
what is ever said, that he is a Lord-lieutenant in the right; I 
say he is an honest man in the wrong, which is better. ' 

Having stated the grievance, as far as affects the three in
terests concerned, I shall consider the defence; and first, it 
is advanced, that the pension-list of Ireland is comparatively 
small, - small, if you compare it to the royal establishou;nts 
of England, or othel' countries. 

I dh'ectly controvert that position; it is comparatively 
great; for it is this moment equal to the pension-list of Great 
Britain. Compare it to your hel'editary revenue, and it is 
ubove one-thinl of the net produce of that revenue; and in 
the course·of thirty years it has. increased more than double. 
Another argument advanced in its defencE:" tells you that the 
llew pension list, 01" the last catalogue, is small; ~ir, it is 
greater than the produce of your new ·tax 011 hawkers and 
pedlars. Why continue that tax? Because Government 
coulU not spare it. Why waste that tax? When' I sec the 
state repose itself on. beggars, I pity and submit. But when 
I see. the stnte give away its taxes thus eviscerated.' f!'Om the 
poor; when·1 see Government come ~o the poor man's hovel 

. for a part of his loaf, to scatter it; when J see Govemment 
tax the pedlar, to. pamper the pensioner, I, blush for the ex-
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tortion of thestal£l, and· rep'l'obate" an offence, tLat Dlay bE 
well called prodigality of rapine. • 

Sir,when gentlemen say, that the new charge for pension! 
is small, let me assure them they need not be alarmed; thE 
charge will be much 'greater; for, unless your interposition 
should deter, what ehe is there to check it? Will public 
poverty? No. New taxes? No.' Gratitude for those taxes t 
No. Principle? No. Professio~? No. The love of fame, 
or sense of infamy? No. Confined to no one description 01 
merit, or want of character, under the authority of that list, 
every man, woman, and child in Ireland, have pretensions to 
become a public incumbrance; so, that since Governmenl 
went so far, I marvel that they have stopped, unless the pen 
fell out of their hand from fatigue, for it could not be from 
principle.. . 

Nfl, Sir, this list will go on; it will go on, till the mer· 
chant. shall feel it; until the manufacturer shall feel it; until 
the pen,sion list shi\1l take into its own hand the keys of tax· 
ation; and instead of taxing license to sell, shall -tax the ar· 
ticle and manufacture itself; until we shall lose our great 
commercial reSOUl"Ce, a comparative exemption from taxes, 
the gift.of our poverty, and get an accumulation of taxes to 

. be the companion of our poverty; until public indignation 
shall cry shame .upon us, and the morality of a serious and 
offended community shall call out for the interposition 01 
law. . 

As a further defence of this grievance, it is said that the 
House of Commons have from time· to time addressed for 
pensions, a'nd contributed to the incumbrance. If those ad· 
dresses were impl"Oper. Government was guilty of covin, in 
not opposing the addl"esses in Parliament; and the argument 
then proposes an emulation of reciprocal expense, and the 
exhortation to mutual rapine. If, on the other hand, these 
addresses were proper, the argument amounts to this, that 
there are many necessary chal"ges on the pension list, there· 
fore there should . .be more that are unnecessary; and the 
greater the public charge on the revenues, the greater should 
be the misapplication. In the same spit"it; gentlemen have 
relied on bounties, and the scrambling committee. The fact, 
however, is, that the com bounty is greatly dimini~hed, and 
the scrambling committee is extinct; but suppose the filet to 
.be otherwise, what is the argument, but a proposal to Par
liament to have the nation a victim to jobs on the one 'hllnd, 

. and to pensions on the otber. 
In defence of this illcu~brancc, it is further advanced, that 
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old quality should be supported. Admitted;- i ha~e no pel'~ 
sonal dislike to any. individual of the new catalogue. 

I have for some great respect and love •.. The first name did 
honour to the chair, and is an honour to the Parliament that 
provides for him, As to old quality, why not bring back the 
great Irish offices now in the hands of absentees~ and give old 
quality great places instead of little. pensions! Again, why 
the one under that description .considered so late,and the 

. other so little? But is the merit of four or five of this cata
logue the qualification of nineteen, unless -qualification, like 
the plllgue, is ~aught by contagion.. . 

Sir, in so very numerous a list, it is almost impossible that 
some meritorious persons should not have been obtruded; 
and yet, in so numerous a list. it is astonishing there should 
be so few of that description. One pension of that descrip
tion I well remember; it suggests to me other considerations 
than those which such a list would naturally inspire - I mean 
the pension to the family of the late Chief Baron. I moved 
for that pension;' I did it from a natural and. instinctive feel
ing: I came to this House from his hearse. What .concern 
first suggested, reason afterwards confirmed. Do I lament 
that pension? Yes; because in it I lament the mortality of 
noble emulation - of delightful variolls endowments - and, 
above all, because I feel the absence of him who, if now here, 
would have inspired this debate, would have asserted your 
privileges, exposed the false pretences of prerogative, and 
have added one angelic voice to the councils of the nation. 
. Having considered the pension list as a grievance, I shall 
-now trouble you with some observations on the remedy, name
ly, the bill which my fdend proposes on the spur of the pre
sent expense, grounding himself on the example of England. 
In opposition to this bill, some gentlemen of this House have 
come forth in the rusty armour of old prerogative, and have 
stated this attempt to reform abuses by bill, as an invasion of 
the sacred rights of the Crown. Sir, I apprehend. that Par
liamentmay, and ought to remedy abuses, even though they 
are not in themselves illegal. On this principle it was, that 
the judges' bill was passed; on this principle the habeas cor
pus bill in Ireland was passed; and on this principle many of 
the best laws in England have passed. Abuses which obtain 
under colour oflaw, "are best rectified in Parliament • 

. When ·the Commons· of England had returned to. their 
.House, fmm a decisive answer given by Charles I., to the 
petition of right, .they began to consider the state of the 
nation -in all. the .various management of. the King's pre
rogative; a messagecwa'" delivered, thr~ugh the Speaker, 
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from the King, to admonish them not to cast reflections 011 

his govel'Ument, or to enter into the affairs of the stllte. Sir 
Edwal'd Coke obs~I'ved, on thllt message: - "It is the 
b'usiness of this House to moderate the King's prerotTlltive. 
Nothing which reachedl to nbuse, that may not be treated 
of here." This principle is particularly applicable to cases 
of money, over which you, by special privilege preside; and 
still more applicable to cases of your own revenues, because 
they are appropriated. A right honourable member has 
contradicted this; he says, that however the new customs 
and ex,cise may be appropriated, yet that the <!Id customs are 
under 110 appropriation whatsoever; and he says, fUlther, 
that formerly the King had aright to them by cOIllrp.on Jaw; 
and'he states, that they amount to 200,0001. pel' annum; bllt 
the right honourable member is not warranted, either by the 
laws or constitution of his. cOllntry, in the doctrine which .he 
has ven.tured to advance. Chsl'les I. thought, indeed, like 
the right honourable member, that the King was entitled to 
tonnage and poundage by cammon law; but the Parliament 
of England differed from both, and resolved such levies to 
be illegal, and the persons who, thinking like the member, 
bad been concerned therein, to be deli~quents: nay, the 
old customs to the King make an exception; and the quali
fication of" grant in any degree, usually bespeaks the poverty 
of the grantor;- the member, therefore, seems not to have 
adverted sufficiently either to the statute law or the constitution 
of his couritry. The statute of Charles II. which gl'ants 
the new customs, and which also the membel' does not appear 
entirely to understand, seems to consolidate the new' and old 
customs, and appropriate ·both to one and the same pm'pose. 
After reciting the old grant, and establishing a common 
Look of' rates, it says, ... AmI for the better guarding and 
defending of the seas :" and then it proceeds to gl'ant the 
new customs: The words' " .. better guarding the seas," be
speak the appropriation both to one and the 8sme purpose, and 
is a term of connection between the old and new customs, 
making them a common fund for the defence of the sras. 
But I might yield ull this; I might allow that the hereditary 
revenue is 110t appropriated; that the act of customs does not 
mean the guarding the seas, nor the act of excise, the pay of 
the ·army. Yet is the hereditary l'evenue the es~a:te of the 
nation, of which the first magistrate is but a trust.ee for pub
lic purposes. It is not the private property of the King, but 
the public revenue, and any diversion thereof is a cI'ime. 
The great Duke of Buckingham was impeached for such" 

. crime; oneal1icle of his impeachment was the grant of 
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several pensions to. himself ~nd his friends out of the revenue, 
and one criminal pension ill the schedule was a charge on· 
the old customs of Ireland. At an,earlier period the Duke 
of SuffDlk was impeached, and one charge was the gral)t of 
pensiDns to. himself and his friends. At an earlier periDd, in 
the reign of Richard II"an Earl of OxfDrd was impeached 
for grants to himself and his friends: the crime is . called in
terceptiDn of subsidy; whereby the realm was left undefended, 
and grants (like YDur's) fDI' the defence thereof, wasted on in
tlividuals, while the peDple were doubly taxed, (as YDU are,) to 
make up the wanton deficiency. • 

'Thus does it appear that, in cases cDncerning pensions by 
prerogative, the Commons haveointerfered; though preroga
tive in those cases might plead that the reyenues out of which 
these grants arose, were whDlly unappropriated; but a public 
gl'ant apprDpriates its!!lf to. the· public use; and the parlin-. 
ment that prDceeds either'tD punish Dr to cDntroul the divel'. 
sion thereot~ dDes nDt invade the prerogative of the Crown, 
but exercises the privilege of the Commons, in guarding the 
inheritance Df the nation, In refDrming sucb abuses, you, 

. may prDceed in your inquisitorial capacity, as the greatest 
inque!'t of the nation, by· impeachment, 01' in your legisla
tive capacity, by bill; .the latter is the. milder method; my 
fdend adopts it, and proceeds rather to refDrm than to 
punish. You tell him that we have submitted to' tbis. griev .. 
ance for a long time. It is true, but a cDurse, of toleration 
find impunity neither constitutes innocence, nor dl'aws out 
the sting of a grievance ;it is true, you have submitted to. 
this grievance for a long time. Hence the many el'rDneous 
arguments Df this night, The public inheritance has been so 
diverted to private pm'poses, by a series Df ministers, that we 
have forgotten theprDprietDr in the misapplication Df the 
prDperty, and talk of the estate, as of the private patrimDny 
of the King. 'Hence these prerDgatives of I'apine! these 
rights Df plunder! the authority Df the King, to' be robbed 
by his own servants, Df the commDn stock! Hence it is, that 
gentlem~n have ,set up the shadDw Df prerogative as a centi-
nel to. public rDbbery. . ' 
, When gentlemen call this bill an attack Dn the prerogative 
of the Crown, they are answered by the principles Df the 
cDnstitutiDn; but they nr~ also. answered by a precedent of 
the most decisive nature; and that precedent is this very bill, 
which is now the law of England. By the law of England 
no pensioner for years, or during pleasure, can sit. in Par-. 
liament; and by the law of England the amount of pensioRs 
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is limited. The first law passed at tIle time of the Revolution, 
and \1\'as improved in the .reign of Queen Anne. The latter 
passed in 1782, with the entire concurrence of these very 
perS{)DS who now constitute this all ministration ; and yet the 
argument of prerogative would have been stronger in En"'
land, because there a civil list ball been granted to the King, 
and the subsequent limitation of pensions on that list seemed 
a revocation of the powers of the grant. On what authority 
the.n, or pretence, do gentlemen call a measure which they 
SIlpported as necessary for England, an invasion of the rights 
of the Crown, when proposed for the benefit of Ireland? 
What pretence have they for such partial doctrine of un
equal measure? As if that was infdngement in Ireland, which 
in England was constitution; or,· as if what was moderation 
in the people of England, would be in ~hose of Ireland 
arrogance and presumption. • 

This leads me to nnother objection on which gentlemen 
much relied, that this bill is an innovation - a new constitu
tion.; to admit t.he undue influence of the Crown in parlin:
ment, and to c:ontroul the excess of ex pence - an innovation! 
It is an encroachment most certainly,· an encroachment on 
corruption, an invasion on tile ancient privileges of venality; 
it is the old constitution encroaching and innovating on long 
established dishonest practices am! accumulating expences. 
All these expenees. and practices, -it seems, we have already 
sanctified; we voted; the other night, that neither in their 
excess' or application were they a gl·ievnnce. Sir, I will not 
presume to censure a vote of this House, but I may be per
mitted to explain thut vote. We could not mean, by that 
vote, that the present pension list was no grievallce, fOI·there 
was no man in debate hardy enough to make such an asser
tion; no man considers whllt that pension list is; it is the 
prodigality, jobbing, misapplication, and corruption, of every 
Irish minister since 1727. To say, that such a list was not, 
either in its excess or application, 'a grievance,. was to declare, 
that sioce thatpel'iod (that is above half a century) nil yom' 
ministers were immaculnte, or rather, indeed, that God had 
g?verned you himself, and had never sent you a minister ill 
~M~ . 

I declare I could not affirm tbe innocence of this list, be
cause I should be guilty of affirming what I conceiye to be 
false. Do gentlemen think otherwise? Let them take their 
catalogue in one hand, and place on their heart the other; 
let them look this nation in the face, and in that posture de
clare that the pl'e&ent Iri~h pension list is not, either in its 
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excess or application, l\ grievance! They could not· do it j 
they have voted whanhey would not say" I dissente~ f."om 
their vote, but. I went along with their convIction; 

. 'On "the question being put, that 'tll!! second, reading shouldobe 
deferred .to the 1st of August, ·the House divided; when there 
appeared, Ayes 13t., Noes 78 ; Majority 56. 

Tellers for the Ayes, Mr. George Ponsonby and Mr. Serjeant 
Fitzgerald. 'Tellers .for the Noes, Mr; John Forbes and, Mr. 
Burgh. 

. . 
SPEAKER'S SPEECH. 

March 21. 1786. 

ON this day, the, SpeaKer. presented the money-bills to the 
Lord.lieutenant, at the bar of the House of Peers, when he 

. delivered the following speech: . 

" May it please Your Grace, . . 
.. The expences of thilil' kingdom had for'8 series of ·years, as 

well in time of peace as war, constantly .exceeded its revenue,'and 
debt .increaselj on·debt. ' 

" Where such a system is suffer~ .to. prevail, manufacture!! 
mllst at length give way, trade will decline, and agriculture. cease 
to produce. wealth or plenty. The Commons, therefore, in the last 

'session, wisely determined to put a stop to so ruinous a system; 
. and, with Ii spirited attention to the true interests of their country, 
and the honourable support of His' Majesty's government,' they 
voted new taxes to increase the revenue of the year, in the sum of 
140,000/. . 

" The effort was great, and the eyent has proved its wisdom; 
no further addition is now wanting; no loan or act of credit is 
necessary; a situation unknown to this kingdom for· many session~ 
past, and marking with peculiar force the happy era of Your Grace's 
administration. . " . ' 

" Animated by this success, and determined to persevere in the 
pri.lCiple of preventing the accum'ulation of debt,· His Majesty's 
faithful Commons have in this session continued the .same .taxes, 
and granted all the supplies that. were desired, to the full amouilt 
of ·every 'estimated expence; nor have they omitted, at the same 
time, to provide for the speedy reduction orthe national debt, by,a 
considerable sinking' fund; and to continue to the agriculture, the 
fisheries, and the rising mauufactures of the .kingdom; the bounties 
necessary for their support •. 

.vOL. I. U 
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CC Great as these taxes are, they are liberally and cheerfully 
given, in the most firm and full confidence that, from Your Grace's 
experienced wisdom and affection for this kingdom, they will be 
found effectually to answer the end proposed, of supplying the 
whple of the public ell pence, and J>reventlDg any further accumu
lation of debt." 

PQLICE BILL. 

March 22. 1786. 

ON the 17th, the Attorney-general (Mr. Fitzgibbon) obtained 
. . leave to bring ina bill for the better ellecution of the law in 
the 'city of Dublin and parts adjacent. On the 20th it was received 
and read a first time; the Solicitor-general (Mr. Carleton) then 
proposed that it should be read a second time the next day, that 
it be printed, and committed on ~he third day ensuing. 

Mr; GRATTAN said: I shall 'give no opinion on the bill on 
hearing the reading of the ,bstraet, but I have no confidence 
in either the declarations or consciences of administration, and 
shall only observe, that this biIr is certainly a new constitution 
for the city of Dublin. If it does not require consideration, 
why in the same breath mov!! to print it for consideration? It 
is a blunder to bid us consider, and not allow time for it. 

It has been said, gentlemen ought not to have gone to the 
assizes; yet if gentlemen chuse to, attend them, it is hard on 
the people, if, in t~eir absence, a measure of such importance 
is bmught in when their advice and assistance is warlted. His 
Majesty's ministers and servants are men of ability and in
tegrity; they should have brought on this mattel; earlier. If 
you postpone the consideration of the bill until after the as
sizes, you will do right, and remove all c"use of suspicion, 
and show you act candidly. By some misfortune or other this 
subject has not beeh bl"Ought on earlier, but is now in a thin 
House; if you wish to satisfy and secure the I'olict', you will 
give time to consider a bill of such singula~ delicacy: if you 
will'bring it on, let it be printed, let it go forth. There are a 

. great number of new. establishments. It is impossible to con
sider the influence and consequence attendant on the bill ih 1& 
short time. 

. On this day the bill was read a second time, wheD a motion was 
made that the bill b~ now committed. . '. 
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Mr. GRATTA.N said: No one will say that a good. poIi~e is 
not a good thing.for the city of Dublin ; no one will say tbat 
n good police is 110t j\ good thing for the city of London or 
Paris, or any other city; but I deny that, undcr pretcQce of 
presening the peace of the d.ty, ~\Ve should destroy its in-
dependence. . . -

This bill is a bill of armed patronage, and as such,' I will 
oppose it in every stage: I think there was no difficulty in 
forming a bill upon the principles of the constitution, that 
would have effect£!l every good purpose· proposed by the pre .. 
sent bill: in ~a ve,", few days I think I could. p,"epare one 
which would not attack the rights of the city, or grant this 
very formidable patronage to the Crown. . 

I trust my right honourable friend (the Attorney-general'
will excuse me, should I animadvert on a bill drawn by him, 
which contains matter of such extraordinary magnitude as in 
my opinion requires little apology for investigating their 
merits. It is impossible I can therefore speak decisively on a. 
subject which I have been denied time to study, and I hope, 
if in stating some of the principles of it, I should fall into 
any thing desultory, that I will ¢xperience the indulgence of 
the House. 

My motive for entering at this period into anyinvestigntion 
of the subject, is, to prepare gentlemen for wha~they bave· to 
~ncounter; and as the subject has, indeed, with uncommon in
decency been hUrl'ied through the Hous.e, I think my humble 
.abilities nre never better employed than when I am exposing 
tbe fallacy and deceit conspicuous in every: part of a bill the 

. most obnoxious and fllarming that ever perhaps arrested the 
attention of an Irish senate. The great arguments, in my 
opinion, in favour of this bill are not only weak, futile, and 
absurd, but theyconfttte what the advocates of the bill would 
wish to support,.-tb, necessity of carrying the matter into 
imme~iate execution. Why so? because of the disturbances 
in the country and thljl city: no man perhaps regrets these 
circumstances more than I do, but I cannot coincide with 

" gentlemen who say they are forced to apply any thing rather 
than suffer tbese outrag~s to go on fUl,thel". 

If any person has a l"ight to rail against. the proceedings 
. which have formerly happened, I am he. I had particular 
If.nowledl1e of the disturbance of those day!!!, and I found, in 
c9nsequ:'nce of a letter I had written to the lOl"d mayor, that 
he was competent to que!l the misguided tumult, and pro
tect my p~l"Son.; were it not even the case; I -solemnly declare~ 
tbat, as an individual, I would rather fall the victim of infatu-

, v 2 
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ation, . than to' be the. occasion of destroying the. liberty of my 
country. . , • . 

I would ask gentlemen, if they ~bink jt right to infringe 
cbart~rs to preserve the police of the' city"l an infringement 
undeniable as unnecessary, .since, you take the power out of 
the hands of the lord mayor, whose power is certainly suffi
cient.to preserve 'order and regularity, to place it in the hands 
of a banditti,· in .whom the people can have no faith. \V~lIt 
a lame,· what a ridiculous pretext, to say tbe disturbances that 
have ,happened years since will warrant so unconstitutional a 
proceeding,! If gentlemen look into the cause filf those riots, 
they will find it not to be attributed to the giddy minds of the 
populace, as I am well-founded in my belief that these un
fortunate men were the objects of delusion. But I would ask, 
what are our riots compared to those of London? Nothing; 

.. and yet we, hear of no police bill there of such a natur~ as this 
before· the aouse. I own outrages in a free country are 
lamentable, but wbat ~e have. experienced is not sufficient to 
givesanctioli. to Do law the most infamous that. ever dared to 
face a free Parliament. . 

This police bill does nothing; i,t.is .wisely brought in to 
correct abuses which have happened, and which are now 
obliterated from our memory. What feasible scheme then, 
for bringing in a bill for the improvement of the police· of 
Dublin, at a period distinguished for being peaceable? Throw 

" off. the mask, and declare the real intent of this bill, - a bill of 
patronage~ and not afpolice. What does it do? why, truly, 
it gives pensions to the ~Idermen of Dublin, to reduce to 8 

state of tranquillity the county of Cork. 
From this bill we learn that there are·to be a numerous 

estab~ishment of places: jf these are eligible for members of 
Parliament, I call on you t!J consider your independency. I 
knllw some of the salaries may be small; but ministerial fa
vours vegetate ·indle sunshine of a court, and grow into con
sequence, as the minister requires the support of venality to 
push a favourite or an obnoxious measure. 

9n the . other hand, if a diminution of salaries may be 
thought requisite, these commissioners and their armed tribe 
may mllke themselves 'members of parliament, and set up 1\ 

little commonwealt.h ortheir own, to the great disappoint
ment of those who have vested them with extensive and un
~onstjtutional powers. It will operate ~eIl in an aggregate or 
mqgisterial capacity, for. administration to have 8 number of. 
men .at their bec~; perhaps Govermnent may have occasion 
for them. 
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The gl'eat alarm that. has' been sounded in respect to the' 
police of this city, does not proceed fl'om the want of salutary 
laws: it proceeds from the want of putting these . laws into 
ex~cution. Let us seE:', how do. you supply. thatwnnt? why, 
by giving pensions to .magistrates; who,. in time,' may grow 
into tl1e cOlJsequence of m~mbers of Parliament, and make 
up for their deficiency of conduct in a magisterial capacity, by 
giving their vote to their honoured patron., I do not say but 
such a vote may be of sE:'rvicc to a. minister; but this much I. 
~an with safety pronounce,' that it will not be an honest one. 

The objection to the ald~rmen of this city has often been, 
that they have been too courtty;' to. remedy which evil, th~ 
sagacious framers of this bill intend to make ·.them the de
pendents of the Cl'Own. Thus the, treating the corporation 
of the board of aldermen' to. pensions will be inducive to the 
support of their laws; ·their. feelings .will.keep' in unison to 
the dictates. of their patron;: and their gratitude, when he 
pleases to command, will be kindly-obeyed. 'Wheh I men
tioned patronagE:', I was smiled at·, by the gentlemen. on the 
other side of the HousE:'. I confess I s.ee no .reason.why we 
shouldindulge.in merriment, when the moiley of-the public 
is on the verge of being prostituted to the vilest· purposes. 
Thus tpe magistrates. become the creatures. of a minister: I 
would advise him to parcel them, out certain p'ortions of the 
city, and· let them receive a daily PolLy. If they must receive 
salaries, let the patronage not be in the hands of the Crown.-
• The law also determines you are to have constables, &c. to be 

constantly kept up. The appellation of magiftrates, commis
sioners, and constables,' are applied to c,?verand disguise the 
intent ·of. embodying this armed banditti:· surely it is npt 
giving an army a name that causes tbem to lose their nature • 

. No, ~ir; this is positively an army in the state~ and the mis-. 
application of a phrase cannot remove the -idea" that it.ap
.proaches 'too near an arbitrary government to have an .armed 
rabble under .the influence of the Crown. . 

The name of this army may be softened.' b'y . calling. it a 
'militia; but certainly it differs widely from a militia, which is' 
qualified by regular discipline, to protect the cOimtryin time 
of war; but the army in negociation has no qualificatioll,save 
only being the assassins' of liberty; feeding on the vitals of the 
'constitution, and pensioners of the state. . 

, The common. men of It regular militia live, in :time of peace,' 
by theirlabourand industry, the officers bytheir,lands •. Now 
see·thedifference.· On the reverse, we· are. to have amerce
nary army, . paid by the. minister,. and differing only from the 
military, because they will come: to, those meetings from which 

u S 
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the soIJiery, with beeoming decency, would retire. You 
knew the indignation of the. HOllse would be roused, had you 
avowed the principles of your tumultuary. army, your mer-
eenary army, your ministerial army. . • 

Now, Sir, I am fat from thinking that.charters are to be 
(lestroyed, .either for the caprice qf a minister, or the good of 
the policf". I see in too many instances the influence of the 
COUl't extended to the entrenching the charter of this city. 
I would ask what has made the right hon. member (Mr. Orde), 
opposite me, a minister, but the violation of a charter? I, 
therefore must laugh at the man who supports the charter of 
the' East India Company; and'thinks the ancient charter of 
Dublin, granted in the reign of King John, not worth, his 
attention. " , 

You now, Sir, introduce a bill for the purpose of debauch
ing her magistrates, and d,agooning the subject; you are not 
content with tating from theil,t the paving board, &c.; but 
you think the 'mischjef is not complete, if their charter does 
not fall B sacrifice to your tJesires. The destruction of their 
charter is evidently ill contemplation, from the power which 
this' bill gives the Lord-liedtenant to appoint county justices 
to co-operate with. those of the city. If you admit other 
mpgistrates to participate of the privileges of .the magistrates 
of this city, it is a certain .violation of charter. III such a 
case, 1 should be glad toJmow what will become of the lord 
mayor and lih~riffs: are they to remain mere cyphers, a 
badge of violated charter, or a memento of the virtue of the 
present glorious.administration? . 

So much for the bill. (Reall a clause,) III this clause you 
eqable tbe constable, onder a warrant of information, to break 
into any house he pleases. Will gentlemen say~ this is a pre-
8erva~ion of the . police? (Here he entered largely into that 
part of the bill which mentioned, that no action of trespass 
was to lie against any violation committed under the act,) No 
modification wbatever cnn reconcile me to tb,e patronising 
that clause; for the warrant of the commissioners to a petty 
constable in this army, is more sacred ll!1d gives more power 
than if he WIIS' acting under a warrant of the Court of King's 
Bench; and is it wise or prudent to give lIuch power to &DCB' 

nefarious miscreants? and by the clause no appeal is to lieS' 
but from one pensioner to another. I call this a bill of power; 
a biU of patronage, more, much more than a bill of police: 
though it may pass now, the people will not bcndto it: tbey 
will unanimously call for a repeal of this Jaw; it is such, I ' 
pronounce, as cannot be reconciled to, the constitution of a 
free country. Do not, I bes~ech you, precipitate this measure;· 
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I have no object for presuming to give this advice but the 
public good. If the people are against it, it wi1~ cause infimte" 
trouble. The" right" honourable "gentleman on the fioor 
seemed to scoff at the idea of my introducing R bill that would 
serve the police without violating the constitution: the task I 
am f.'lr "from thinking a difficult one, but I confess, "if I were 
to blend patron"age with police, it is not an easy task to accom
plish; I therefore, in the name of the people, call od the ad
vocate~ for this alarming hill, to let it have the presence of a 
full Parliament, and let, if possible, the approbation of your 
country, and the final decision of this bill, go hand in hand. 
I therefore now move you, that this bill be committed for the 
1st day of May next. 

Sir Edward Crtlfton, Mr. Hartley, Mr. Griffith, Mr. Conolly, 
Mr. l"orbes, and Mr. M; Smith, opposed the bill, on the ground oC 
its unconstitutional tendency, from the manner in which it was 
proposed. to Illury it through the House •. It was supported by the 
A.ttorney-general, Mr. Beresford, Mr. Denis Daly, Mr. Bushe, Mr. 
Warburton, the Secretary of State (J. H. Hutchinson), Mr. Denis 
Browne, Sir Boyle Roche, and Mr. Godfrey Greene. . 

Mr. Grattan's motion was negatived. Ayes 37, Noes IS9. 
TeUers for the Ayes, Right Honourable Mr. Conolly, Rt. Honour .. 

able "M!'. Grattan. 
for the Noes, Right Honourable Mr. Daly, Mr. Stephen 

Moore. . ' " 
It was then agreed, that the bill should" be committed on 

the 27th. 

March 25. 1786. 

" ON this day, the House went into a committee on the police 
bill; previous thereto, a petition of the freemen and freeholders of 
the. city of Dublin, agreed on at a public meeting, alld signed by 
the sheriffs, was.presented to the House. The Attorney-general 
(Fitzgibbon) said, that if any argument was wanting to prove the 
necessity of the bill, it .was the frequency of those t\1multuous 
assemblies" called aggregate meetings: the bill went to restrain 
licentiousness, and to teach those citizens a due deference for the 
laws of their country. 

Mr. GRATTAN. %e speeches of some of the gentlemen of 
the other side of the House are a lampoon upon thl! city. 
Who composed the meeting of the citizens this day as
sembled, I know not; but this I do know, that we are not· 
entitled to d~spi8e them. 

u 4 
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The city of London'petitioned against that very police bill 
from whence this was taken : a. bad bill,. but bettel' than this. 
The. bill: was. dwpped accordingly, . and the petitioners re
spected. To the strength of this .precedent we are answered, 
that: the body from whence the London petition came was 
most r.espectable. Thus, the distinction is made to exist in 
·the' contempt lI'.hich you are advised to 'entertain for the 
city of Dublin. This is the argument: the Commons of Eng
land· paid attention to, the petition of London, becallse the 
body was respectable; and the Commons of heland' would 
pay no attention.to the petition of Dublin, because her citi~ 
zeus'are. despicable! . Sir, we have been told more: it has been 
intimated that the petitioners have been the rioters of the last 
year, an~ enemies to the 'execution of the law. Sir, when I 

, see a petition purporting to be that of the fre@men and citjzens 
of Dublin legally convened, signed by their sheriff, and intro
duced by their representative, . I am not warranted to suppose 
that the petitioners were a set of criminals: when their peti
tiOli speaks of constitutional or political freeilom, I nm not 
justified. in supposiug that they mean anything more than 
the natural import of those intelligible expressions. That the 
London.petition was the act. of the corporation, and that this 
petition is the act of. the freemen and citizens, is in my mind 
no reason for refusing counsel to the latter; as if the fl'eemen 
and citizens of Dublin, whose rights are affected so deeply by 
this bill, had nothing 10 say to it; as jf the cOl'poration of 
this' city was the only thing affected, and that all the citizens 
and inhabitants of the metropolis had no interest or franchise 
in the city of Dublin. 

That the corporation has 'not pctitionec.l, seems to me no 
argument, because they could not conveniently read ,and exa
mine the bill, and then have appointed a meeting sooner than 
Monday; but they have appointed a meeting. and a meeting 
within a reasonable time: the result we cannot foresee; but I 
think we might wait. ~ Hear the citizens;""': they have peti
tioned, with modesty; a~d should be treated with decorum. 

The House then went into a committee.. It was tllere proposed 
that the commissioners appoiiJted by the bill, should not be allowed 
to sit in parliament. This was opposed by tbe Attorney-general, 
and negatived. On the clause, empowering the Lord-lieutenant to 
appoint the . commissioners, and tbat the commissioners only shall 
sit, Mr.: Grattan moved 'an amendment,that they should sit by 
rotation';, this was opposed by. tbe Attorney and Solicitor-general 
(Mr. Carleton,) who entered into a discussion ~n thep.,reroga-
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tives ofthe.Crown, which, hecontendedj' would be'affected by the 
proposed amendment. 

Mr. GRATTAN. I know very well; that by the constitu~ 
tion the King appoints magistrates, so does he grant charters, 
and yet neithel' charters or magistrates· are Hable to be ,can
celled or deprived by him •. And this independency ha~ proved, 
in mallY cases, of the 'last good consequence. Now this bill 
brings chartered magistrates to that very dependency....;.. depen
dency for salary, which is a dependency in the execution of' 
their office. The controul of the Cl"Own is another word for the 
controul of the minister. The' honourabie member tells' us, 
that the sheriff .. may be suspended who are not chartered; but 
he says also, that it is a good abstract proposition, that magis
trate.s should be' removeable -by the Crown: that' doctrine 
would go to destroy nIl charte."ed magistrates, and indeed it 
goes against charters themselves. It would render the execu
tion of the law, in every place or city whatsoever, dependent 
on the',will of the Crown, that is, on the minister, Do yoU: 
imagine the magistracy of this.city. would derive respect from 
a dependency on the pleasure of that right honourable gentle
man who sits on the floor? It is objected, that rotation-ma-' 
gistrates must be paid as well as those coml.llissioners;' but 
here is the difference.- they would be paid of coursE! for la
bour,', and not at pleasure ;theywoul~ be paid, not i1}jluenced. 
I,t is further objected, that some of them may be exceptionable; 
and Mr. Gl"eene. th.e late lord mayor, has been mentioned, and. 
a resolution against him read; but that argument would prove 
too much, if it proves any thing; for it would prove, . that he 
ought not ·to. be a magistrate at all;-and that a man who 
comes under. the displeasure of this HQuse, should be no 
longer an. alderman. When' you condemn, rotation-magis
trates, will you answer for yOUl' own ministerial magistrates? 
Or will you say that these ministerial magistrates; under this 
bill, will be better acquainted with the business of the city? 

-They are to be confined; says an honoUl"aule member, to their 
district; they are to make their duty their daily labour, and 
·to be entirely employed in taking up thieves; and yet if: is 
. urged, that they ought also to bememhers of this House,' and 
employed in doing the business of the natioll;- they also, it is 
said, are to be' under the controul and scourge of the King's 
BeL1ch in the execution of their executive office as magistrates, 
and. may' be responsible to the' people in the higher situation 
as' members 'of parliament. . In this confusion of responsibility 
and 'diversity of, occupation; I: do 'not discover an attention 

- either ,to the dignity of parliament or the peace ofthecity~ 
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The numbers "of horse and foot under the command of tbe 
commissioners are to be forty men, which proves the" bill to 
be a bill. of patronage; and the commissioners who are to 
command this body, and the magistrates, and the whole es
tablishment, are to "be appoirited by tbe minister; and an ho
nourable member gives this reason - tbey ought to be men 
in whon:l the Crown may place a confidence,- that is, the ma
gistrates of the city of Dublin ought to be men in whom the 
secretary shall place a confidence- a confidence that they will 
act for him in a political as well as magisterial capacity; will 

-be his friends in aggregate meetings, his friends in all corpo
rate meetings, and support him with their votes an~ influence 
in the capital. " 

The speech of the honourable member is singular and un
provokeq. He intimates, that I do not understand our laws; 
but let me tell thatJawy~r, that I understand the laws of my 
country enough to defend the rights of my fellow-citizens 
against him or any other crown-lawyer; and allow me to tell 
him, there is a vast difference between the knowledge "Of tbe 
practice of the courts, and a knowledge of the constitution. 

_ The lawyers of tbe Crown' are not, on constitutional subjects, 
the highest authority. Mr. Noy, the la_officer of Charles 
the First, framed and supported the writ of ship-money -and 
was an excellent crown-lawyer .. 

The twelve judges of England declared ship-money to be " 
1egal- all excellent crown-lawyers. Never was an arl:iilrary 
doctrine advanced in England that had not the support of an 
excellent crown-lawyer; it is therefore the rights of men, and 

, the charters of freemen, are -not to be left at the mercy of 
crown.-lawyers. The member says, that he understands the 
prerogative better ~han I do; he does, indeed; he under
stands too much of it- he has given a sad proof of the extent 
of his labours, -zeal, and devotion, on that subject; his mind 
seems entirely occupied with the prerogative of the Crown, 
and not with the priviler"es of the people. He says, I have 
stated ne'W law j -put will prove that he has done &0 

[taking up tlie police bill]. If this is old law, what does it 
here? why is it introduced? And if it be new law. it is new 
law with a vengeance I Here is his new law, not in argument 
only, but in a bill which is to be an act of parliament j a "new 
Jaw which invades tbe charter of Dublin, and makes the war
rant of a county-justice current in Dublin; - new law, wqich 
breaks open your house for a ruffian, and deprives .you of 
your right of action, as for trespass against any of the parties 
concerned; - a law which is introduced to create a new un
constit.utional iUtluence oJ the minister in the city, and to 
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brin., that corporation 'under his scourge. It seems that I 
haver> supposed that the members ofthis House are not subject 
to the jurisdiction of the King's Bench; -- no, but I would 
not have the memb.rs of this House accept of a situation, in 
the dischorge of which they 'must, it is argued, be under the· 
controul and the eye of the King's Bench -Izandled 'by t"~ 
Kinlts Bench. The member says, he is as independent in 
fortune and principles as I am; - I 'will add, that he is as able 
and eminent in his profession 8S any man in Great Britain or 
Ireland; there.is no ma'n more so; personal, as he thinks he 
110s been, I shall not stoop to ~o him injustice. I allow all his. 
merits: ' but has he not been a ~ittle too irritab1e, too inffam
mabIe? The ~ember, it seem~ is not accustomed to parlia-, 
mentary controversy, and the attack on,his argument, 0, hi. 
measure, throws him into a strange state of unnecessary 
irritation. I am amazed his profession has not taught him' 
better: as an advQcate, he must have been accustomed to 

, hard language; or are they 50 delicate, so decorous, ~r sO' 
l"espectful to one another's arguments in the fOllr courts, that 
when the practitioner is controveJ"ted in parliament, 11e i& 
all alive, a lawyer all over ,sensibility; - the member should 
know, that in .fair debate, the, ~vords, the obvious meaning, 
and the natural conclusion 6f men will be stated and pressed, 
not only the words of a crown-lawyer; but the doctrine his 
wor~s import; this the member~ learned and respecable as 'he 
certainly is, must hear with patience, and should bear wi~b 
temper. [Here the Solicitor-general rose to explain]. 

What the right honourable member means, I m.ay no' 
know; but I know what he ,;;ays. He need not have given 
himself the trouble to rise up in. his own justification. I cast 
no imputation Jlpon him; I observed on the happy powel" he 
had of stating nnd not stating just as much as he chose -ao' 
artifice admirable in a secretary., There are two modes of de
ception; one is to deceive dire~tly, and the other, to suffer 
men to deceive themselves. I do allow, thl!t in this case the 
success had not been long - the whole must have been dis
covered in the course of the debate; but I could not avoid 
observing on the member's ingenuity, and paying a compli-
. ment to his capacity. , 

The right honourable member professes to state the expence 
of the establishment of this armea patronage in one speech, 
and has stl.\ted the whole of that ~xpence in another, and his 
last statement is threefold the amount of the, first. He was 
called upon to set forth the expence' of the commissioners, and 
their establishment, which at first he omitted; and when the 
great object of his bill, and the grievance of the great expence 
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made its appearance, it came out by way of postscript. The 
member enjoys the talent of not being more intelligible than the 
occasion requires; he enjoys the talent of embassadorial phra
seology, an admirable qualification for a nmister, and particu ... 
larlyfor a Lord.lieutenant's secretary; however reluctantly; the 
secret has come out, and this bill is.a measure of patronage only; 
the expence of.the·establishment. in their commissioners, their 
magistrates, secretaries, treasurers, high-constables, &c. &c. 
is .out . of all proportion greateL' than the e.xpence Qf their 
establishment for the men; the expence for influence is thus 
out of. all proportion greater than the expence for force ;. and 
thel'eforethe bill could, hi strict propriety, be entitled a bill to 
establish, not the peace of . the city,. but the peace of the 
ministerin.the city, at a great expence. . . 

The bill was opposed by Mr. Hardy; and supported by Mr. 
Orde, Sir Nicholas Lawless, the Attorney·general, and Solicitor. 
general. Mr; Grattan's amendment was negatived, and the com
mittee went'through the clauses of the bill. On the report being 
brought up, Mr. Grattan moved, that the debate be adjourned to 
the second of August; this also was negatived. The bill was read 
a third time, and finally pa~sed. . 
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No.1 • 
. l\fR; FLOOD'S SPEECH ON SIMPLE REPEAL. 

June n. 1782. 

MR. FLOOD asked the secretary what the nature and extent of 
the repeal of the declaratory law of England, with regard to 

Ireland, was to be; that is to say, whether it. was to .be bar~ly 
repealed, or whether, the legal principle or· right· was also to be 
.renounced? . . 

The secretary said, he believed it was to be a mere repe!ll; but 
as the bill ha(\ not passed, no judgment or proceeding could well 
be had upon it, because it might be altered.. .-

A resolution was then read •. that passed in' the English House . 
. of Commons the same day on which the resolution passed. assert
in~ that the decllfratory law ought to be repealed: the resolution 
was as follows: .. That the interests of the two -kingdoms are inse
parable, and that their connection ought to be founded on a solid 
and permanent basis." . 

Mr. Flood said, that these resolutions were worded exactly alike~ 
and both had a future aspect, so as to denote that something was 
necessary to be done in .both cases; ~hat is to say; that the repeal 
of the deClaratory law was to be attended 'with some measures to 
be taken here, for adding to the 'constitutional connection between 
the two kingdoms, wherea.s, he thought the connection was at pre
sent complete: he added, that. throughout the whole debate, ideas 
of final adjustment, and negociation were talked of. He would 
therefore propose a resolution, as to tne.connection of the king
doms, (as far as the laws of Ireland are concerned,) viz •. " That a 
solid basis of permanent connection does at pre~ent subsist between 
Great Britain and Ireland, inasmuch as they must by law always 
have one codlmon sovereign; and that the app~obation of that 
sovereign. upderthe great seal of England, must be had to any 
bill before·it can become law in Ireland." He said,however; that 
if the secretary would sayfor certainty, that no such idea was held •. 
he would withdraw the resolution.·· The secretary s!lid hJl had not 
at ~bat.time any:such.intention. but could not ascertain any thing 
on t"'~,subje~t. 
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Mr. Flood's argument was as follows: . 
Nothing· ever was more judicious than the conduct of 

Great Britain on -tMs occasion. She was so embarrassed 
abroad, and you were so strong at home, that she could n(jt 
deny the repeal of. the declaratory law; yet it must ever be 
ller wish to retain· the principle of it~· because it is the prin
ciple of power, which no nation has .ever relinquished while 
it could maintain it. What then has she done? By seeminO' 
to yield unconditionally to you, she seized on th1) generou~ 
credulity of your nature, and took full advantage of a change 

. in h!'lr own ~dministration. . Her first step ·WBi bold, in order 
to strike your imaginations with something, that seemed to be 
decisive. She resolved that the declaratory' law .ought to be 
repealed: she did not say, however,. that it ought to be re
pealed, as having been a false and erroneous declaration of 
law; far from it. Not a man in the British Parliament held 
such an idea; the very movet and seconder of the resolution 
sa.jd the contrary. I mention them both with honour; I men
tion the ministry, the parliament, and the people of Great 
Britain, with all honour. .I lament, but cannot blame their 
sentiment on this subject. They declared the constitutionsl· 
right of the British· Parliament to make laws for every part of 
the empire; one of them said. externally; and th.e other, both 
extemally an~ internally. One ~aid, the repeal must be ac
companied by a final adjustment; and the other, that t.he law 
could only be repealed on a principle of compact. 

Now this is so far from a renunciation, that. it is the very 
contrary, and a repeal without a renunciation leaves you in 
effect only where you were. It is II first principle of law, that 
a declaratory act only declares the law to be what it was be
fore; that is to say, that it only declares, . and that it does not 
alter the law. What follows? That as making a declaratory 
act does not alter law, so neither can the mere unmaking, alter 
law; or, in other words, it follows, that if a declaratory Bct is 
not pronounced to have been an erroneous declaration oflaw, 
the bare repeal of it can do no other thall leave the law in 
that state in which the declaratory nct did declare it to have 
been before Euch declaratory act passed. An enacting statute 
alters the law when it is made, and consequently when it is 
repealed it alters the law; that is to say," its enaction makes 
law, and therefore its repeal unmakes law. Inconsiderate 
people confound this idea of an enacting with that of a decla-

. ratory act, and are imposed on to believe that the repeal of a 
declaratory act nnmakes and alters the law, in like· man
ner as the repeal of an enacting statute does; but this is ut
terly false. The repeal of a declaratory law, (unless it con-
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tains a renunciation of the principle,) is only a repeal or" the 
declaration, and not of the legal principle. The principle 
remains behind in full force, unless it be renounced. This is 
universally true, and· it is' strengthened. in this case 'by this 
circumstance. Many acts have been' made by the British 
Parliament binding Ireland-,· some" of them before the decla
ratory Jaw of George the First. Now, whilst one of these re
mains, .there is an exercise lind a proof of the right, stronger 
by much·than the declar.atory law. A simple repeal, there
fore, of the declaratory law, is no vindication of yol.fto legisla
ture. But it is argued,that because in your first address you 

" dechlre that the British Parliament has no such right, there-
fore the repeal joined to this, will be equal to a renunciation 
by England.- ..' . 

But what man in his senses 'can believe that our renunci
ation of the British claim can be equal to her own renunci:' 
ation of it? or that, in any controversy, an assertion of a 
party in his own .favour~ is equal to the admission of his an
tagonist? If Britain renounces' it, no other power on earth 
can pretend to maintain it ... But if nIl the rest of the world 
were to deny ber pretension, yet as long as she maintains it, 
our rights aloe not vindicated, and our constitution is in danger. 
Will any man say, that if I ask a thing on a' particular prin
ciple, tbattherefore if I obtain it at all, it must follow that 
I obtain it on my own principle? There is no such inference 
in law, in logic, or in reason; !t" would only appear that the 
two parliameIlts had agreed in on~ point, - that of the bare. 
repeal; but it never would appear, Without an express renunci
ation, that they agreed· ip the l"enilDciation also; and we know 
the fact to be, that they do. not agree with us in that prin
ciple. But to put tltis argument to a decisive proof, let us 
suppose that, after such a simple repeal, at a future day 
the British Parliament should. revive the principle, and make 

. a law for us. Suppose that Ireland should remonstrate, .on 
this - suppose she should read that paragraph of her address, 
and quote the British repeal of the declaratory law, and should 
argue from both that England had for ever renounced her 
claim; .do you think that England would listen to such .an 
interference, or that any reasoner in Europe ,would allow the 
force of the argUment ? Would she allow you to piece your 
address to her act of parliament? If you questioned her de
claratory act, would she not question your declaratory ad
dress ? Would she not appeal to the language held by her 
own members? Would she not appeal to words UpOD your 
journals? Would she not appeal to the silence of her law of 
,repeal,. and to your acquiescence ander that silence? Would. 
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she not say, 'that that was virtually a nationalreIinquishment 
of any idea of renunciation, so that the principle remni!led 
not only unrenouneed~ but the equity of it impliedly admitted 
by Ireland, at a moment when she was the ablest to contest 
k? " ' " 

But I shall be'asked (though the repeal of the declaratory 
Jaw should be simple and imperfect), whether I th,ink that 
England will ever revive, the claim? I answer, I cannot be 
certain that she will, neither call L be certain that she will 
not; and' I ask in return;whether any man will be surety that 
she will not; and if any' mari' is weak enough to say that he 
'will ,be so, I will tell him that this nation will 110t be weak , 
~Dough to accept of his'surety (no mortal is adequate to such 
a businessj. I add, that England either has or has not a 
possible notion of such a revival; if she has not, she will not 
quarrel about renouncing it; alid if she has,the renunciation 
is 'absolutely ,necessary. I add that if she does not' renounce 
the claim, she certainly may revive it; but; that if she does 
renounce it" she certainly caimot revive it. Yes, you will 
say, for she might even repeal an 'act of renunciation; and to 
argue every thing fairly, I will admit that in the utmost range 
of. possibility such an outrage is not unimaginable; but what 
do I infer? not that I should be the more negligent, but that 
I ought to 'be the more careful; that it is my duty to make it 
impossible if I can; and if I cannot do so, that it is my duty 
to make it next to impossible.. It is absurd to say, because I 

, cannot make a thing physic~l1y impracticable, 'that therefol'e 
I should leave it morally easy; but it is· good sense to say, 
that I will make a thing as difficult as I can,. though I cannot 
make it as difficult as I would, and that if 1 cannot make a 
thing impossible, I will make it next to~mpossible. 

Indeed, ,on, what principle did we enter into this business? 
It was not surely on, the silly, notion of getting the force or 
the good~will of England to act on our side, and against her
self in this question: that was impossible. . 'Vhat then was 
our pursuit? To obt~in the utmo~t security that Jaw 'could 
give; certain, that ifat such a tjme of extremity" we did not 
obtain it, we never should be able to obtain it: we had but 
im alterna~ive;, either to rely on the liberality ofEl,lgland-. 
and then to suffer her declaratory law to remain, as a thing 
impotent and ·never to be exercised; or, ill a' matter of such 
stupendous consequence, we were, to say, that we would Jlot 
trust the generosity even of Great Britain, but that we would 
have solid and legal security. The latter is certainly the 
strongest, and the most rational dependence; but though the 

• former be .weaker; it is better than neithel'. ,N9w, in desiring 
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even tile repenl of the declaratory law, you 'forfeit dIe liberality 
. of England, because you do. not confide ill. it; and if you do 
not carry the matter on until yau obtain legal security, you 
in effect relinquish both. That. is to' say~ you do the very 
worst thing the case is capable ot; so_that it would be difficult 
to say whether your attempt was the most glorious, or 'the 
conduct of it the most inadequate and' disgraceful. But the 
pride of England will be hurt •. I should be sorry for it ; either. 
however her pride is contrasted to our security, or it is not j if. 
it, is not, our effectuating our security will not hur~ our pride, 
and if it is contrasted to us, we must choose one .of two things, 
either to hurt her pride, in. order to' obtai~ our security, 
or to relinquish oursecurity~in order not to hm't her pride; 
but if there be a pride on one side. there is a pride also on 
the other f if there be a pride of England, there is a pride of 
Ireland too. Now, I ask which ought to give way? for one 
must; and I' answer impartially,. that which has' the worst 
foundation. Now, which is that? The pride of England in 
. this case, is the pride of wrong, and the pride of usurpation. 
The pride of Ireland, is the pride 'of right, the pride of justice, 
the pride of constitution. . I will not Jlsk' you, after that, 
which ought to give way; but it is wrong to put this question 
principally upon pride. England, it is true, b"as a pride in 
the matter, but Ilhe has what she values more, a principle of 
power. Ireland too, hus a'pride iIi the matter, 'butshe has 
what she ought to value much more, a principle of permanent 
security •. Now, that nation will be the wisest in this trans
action that sacrifices her least object to preserve her gr~atest, 
and England will do this precisely, if she can prevail on you. 
to accept· of a simple repeal without a renunciation; for in 
that case she win sacrifice a little pride, to preserge all her 
power, whereas, you will, for a petty sacrifice to your pride, 
forfeit all your security. But a confidence' in the present 
administration ougbt to stop ·us. I deny it, not that I mean 
to deny or diminish anyone of their virtues; I will allow 
them to have as milch ability, power, popularity, and patriot.; 
ism, 8S allyof their predecessors: to fortify my argument, I 
wilt suppose them to have more of every excellence' than all 
their predecessors together; and wttat do I say then l' I ask, 
are the wisest, honestest, and greatest men of Ireland, the. men 
that would sooliest relinquish what they thought to be the 
rights and dignities of Ire1llnd ?Certainly not. Are then the 
wisest, honestest; and greatest men·of England, the likeliest 
to relinquish what they think the. ;'igbtsand dignities of 
England 1 Certainly not: either then the ministry are such 
men. as ,I have now been describing, or they are riot; if they. 
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are not such men; they do not deserve our peculiar confidence 
in any thing; andjfthey are such men, they cannot deserve 
our peculiar confidence in this point, unless their principle 
and conviction be on our side. Now, we know it to be 
decidedly against us. Why does any country wish for a 
strong administration, I ask; because it makes the country 
strong. Now, was it from the strength of England that we 
have gained our advantages, or from her weakness? From 
her weakness undoubtedly. How then do we argue? The 
great strength of administration gives areat strength to 
England; but the great strength of England in this case, is the 
weakness of Ireland: and yet the strength of administratio.n 
is her security; - these things are impossible. 

This brings me to what fell from Mr. Fox: he said, the 
measure of t.he repeal could not stand alone, but must be 
accompanied by a final adjustment, and by a solid basis of 
permanent. connection between these kingdoms; he said, that 
some plan of this sort would come from the servants of the 
Crown in Ireland to. the Irish Parliament; that when the 
result .of Parliament was known, a treaty might be begun if 
necessary 5 if a treaty should proceed, then it would be to be 
ratified by the two parliaments, and finally, to be completed 
.by irrevOCable acts. ofthe r~pective legislatures. Now, I say, 
',if we are to ne~Q.tiate at present,· weare to depart from our 
original principles; it is not five weeks ago that we all 
declared that we had made this as Ii peremptory demand, and 
'that we had nothing in it to negotiate; were we now to begin 
to negotiate, we should negotiate after great advantages had 
been' obtained against us; for instance, we were desired to 
specify our wrongs that they might be redressed; we did so; 
and as we specified for redress, we made our specification as 
narrow as possible, in order to facilitate redress; but had we 
specified with a view to negotiation, we must have made ollr 
specification as broad as possible, in order to have the greater 
advantage in negotiation. 

Our second .address is another advantage gained against liS; 

that is represented even here, and still more will it be held in 
England, to be a repeated restriction on the requisitions of 
this country. What follows? That if we were to negotiate 
now, we must negotiate all on one side, bound up not to make 
,demands, and open only to make concessions. Now, a nego
tiation. in which one ~ay. give every thing, and gain nothing, 
may be called a negotlaLion . by. some men, but by most men 
it will be called folly; in this too, we are to propose, though 
the proportion is to be against ourselves, ,nd we are to pro-

• pose this through the, servants of the Crown, which is, still 
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more 8t1'ainst us. Now. the servants of the Cl'OWn will not 
propos: terms for England. till OUI' Parliament is properly 
prepared for the subject, and we kilo,,! what that· means. If 
the servants of the Crown and the Parliament cannot be got 
to go far enough for England, then a treaty is to be begun, in, 
which England will have advantage as to matter. and com-, 
mimd as to time. . 

-In the stage of ratification she will have' more •. and in that of 
completion and consummation still greater advantages in all of 
these stages; all the cabinet and parliamentary councils of 
England will be unanimous on one side, viz. that of England. 
But the cabinet and parliamentary-councils of Ireland will 
not be unanimous in favour of Ireland, but will in general 
have a decided majority in favour of England. What equity 
clm there be in such a result? Here are five stages marked 
out by ·Mr. Fox, ·in each of which there may be a final differ.: 
ence of sentiment, and in each of which there may be a n~ 
cessity for some, and an opportunity for great delay, without 
any management; this must be dilatory, and with a little dex
terity it can easily be spun out to a peace. Now. I ask you. 
what it is that has given you every thing; isit not time? And, 
as time has given you every thing, reflect that .time may also, 
take every thing away from you " but . time, is not necessary,· 
negotiation alone is sufficient to undo you; you were not born' 
to be negotiators; the negotiation is a-dark, austere, inex
orable character; you are soft, open, and persuadable; you 
have not the detailed knowledge, the systema,tical procrastina
tion, the 'suspicious reserve, or the frigid perseverance of a 
negotiator. When have you . negotiated that yo~ have not 
lost? You negotiated at the restoration, you negotiated at 
the revolution, you negotiated at the augmentation of your 
army, you negotiated your f,'ee trade, you negotiated' the 
mutiny bill ! When have you demanded, that you have riot 
succeeded; . arid when have you negotiated, that you have not 

. been deceived? . .' . . . 
There never was a time which required more consideration 

than .the present. The national exertion began in the last year 
of LOl'd Buckingham'S administration; it is now cIrawing to a 
period, and whether that shall be glorious or otherwise de
pends on your wisdom: a short view of what we have done 
will be a guide to what we should do. We had groaned for a 
century .under an increasing usurpation; the American war 
broke out, and, wi)ilst.we were called upon to Ehed OUl' blood 

. for Great Britaip, we were ilisulted with ,the application 'of. 
that principle to Ireland which had revolted America;' OUIi . 

feelings were exasperated by -the. application, and our trade 
x2 
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was,ruined by' the war; we saw ourselves beggars i,n' fact, and 
,~laves in assertion. . The merchants flew to a non-importation 
agreement, &c. ~ the people flew to arms! Amidst this per
turbation Parliament assembled, and we amended our ad
dress. by the ·demand of free trade, as' we have lately amended 
our address by the demand of a free constitution, that is, of an 
exclusive legislature, on which all freedom of trade must de
pend~' And therefore it was, that Idid originally differ with 
'some ,gentlemen, for I asserted that Lhey had not obtained 
tbat freedom of trade of which they had boasted, because they 
had, not ·obtained that freedom of parliamentary constitution, 
without which, a freedom of trade ~ould not possibly exist. 
We received from' England a diiatOl"y answer. We shortened 
oui-money-grants to the Crown, we shortened them to the 
subject; and the' Irish public creditors, to their immortal 
,honour, embarked so fully with the rights of the nation, as 
cheerfully to accept of a' six-months' security. This rapid 
succession of sober and consistent efforts struck like light
ning' on the ministry and Parliament of England ; all ob
stacles gave:way, our demand was to be granted in all its 
plenitude, all thEiBritish statutes' restrictive of' our foreign 
comm~rce' were to be repealed, and on that constitutional 
pr,nciple on which alone it' would be welcome, - a principle~ 
which, in that :early period of this question, I took the first 
opportunity to lay down iIi clear, unambiguous, and categorical 
,tenlls.' What; was, that principle? that, having a' parlia
ment of our own, our foreign trade wasnecessal'i!y free, and 
subject to no restriction as to our ports, but slich as ollr Par
Olent'. might impose. This principle, we were told, was ad
'mitted by England,as to our foreign trade, and ple,aded by hel" 
ojn return, as to her own ports and those of her colonies. We 
admitted '. the principle which' we claimed, and she said she 
would open to us her-colony ports on equal regulation of trade. 
The tidings ~f this emancipation, as it was idly called, landed 
in IrElland. The post--office was illuminated by an emissary 
of the Castle; the college took' fire; in the next instance by a 
bappy contagion, and 'the city caught the flame in a regular and 
sympathetic succession. All sober consideration was lost in an 
ignorant clamour, and the steady pulse of the public yielded 
to a fever of exultation. What was the consequence ? England 
saw that we were surprised at our success, saw .that we had 
asked more thim we expected, concluded we wOllld accept of 
infinitely less, and determined that should be as little as she 
could~ First, then, she determined, not- to repeal all her laws 
restrictive of our foreign commerce, yet, whilst an atom of such 
restriction remains, the total impeachment of your constitution. 
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remains; when therefore an' artful' resolution· ~s'ff~~tl 
fOf this House, on that occasion, expressive .of. I isfac~'t\"*. 
that enlargement of our foreign trade, I exclaime "ains~ 
word. .If you thank the British. Parliament, I s ~-;. 
enlargement of your foreign trade, you admit she ca " !;trauf 

. it; ifyo~ admit she can restrain it, . you admit her legis nOv. 
authority; that is, you gain little in commerce, and you lose 
every thing in constitution. I object to the. wor~. foreign, 
thel"efore;, it belie» Il-eland, and it deceives Great Britain. 
The indepeudent gentlemen of the day, however, did not 
feel, did not take up the principles; yet, though they did not 
take it up that day, they have felt it since; and thoiJgh the word 
was universally admitted then, there is. not a· man in the· nation 
that WOQld not reject it now .. 

Such was the first stnge of this business. Let us see how 
much mOl"e worse we made it in the progress of negotiation .. 
The language of England was the language of . common 
sense. Ireland must haNe equal regulations of· trade, she 
~aid,. 'but eqool taxes OD home--consumption. she did· not 
say; equal regulations of tl"ade~ may SQbsist between a poor 
country and a rich onC) but equal taxes on. consum'ption 
cannot.' Now, what has. your negotiation made of it ? .you 
have made 'your arrangement a tax-law in part, which ought 
to have been a trade-law in the whole; that is to say, instead 
of a regulation in trade, you made it a regulation against 
trade, and a severe and a caustic regulation too.. What 
regulation, indeed, can be much more adversary to· trade, 
than a : heavy tax. on a. raw: matel;al imported for·· the· pur
pose of trade, and for the- end of manufacture-?' So' per'
nicious are such taxes,. that the ministers in England, whose 
profusion has ,brought. them on that country, have endea
voured. to extenuate their malignity by two regulations:". tQ 
console the manufacturer, they tell him that they. will open to 
him the- foreign market, by giving him adl"awback on his 
manufactm"es exported, equal to the·ta" on the in·.ported ma
terial; and they tell him besides, that they will shut up for 
him the home-market, and give him, a monopoly of-it. How? 
by laying· a prohibitory duty on . themanufactUl"e imported 
f!"Om abroad. And what have they done as to-manufactured 
sugars? They have laid a prohibitory duty upon- them when 
imported' into England from· any other part of the world~ 
Irelandevcm not excepted •. What. have we·done?' We have 
laid the same prohibitory dutY'on manufactured sugal"S im
ported into Ireland from any other part of the' world; hut we 
have exc~pted Eng!and~ whereas she did not except Irelal1d~ 
Now, there was' much more reason for OUl" excepting Eng. 
land, than there was for her excepting Ireland; aud why? 

x 3 



S10 IdR. FLooD'S S.PEECH ON [Appendix', 

Because·II'eland could neyer, by 8ny possibility, be a rival in 
SUgal'S to England in the English ~al'ket, but.Ellglaml is ac
tually a very formidable rival to Ireland in the bish market. 
'\Vhat is the fact? The Irish manufacturer of sugars has but 
one rival in the world, and that is the English manuracturer 
or them. And what have we done ? We have given him the 
full security against all those that Bl'e not his rivals; and we 
have not given it to him against the only manuracturers that 
are his rivals; we have given him perrect protection where he is 
in no danger, and we have not given it to him where he is ill 
all danger: we have done worse by him; we have not only 
given him as much security against his only rivals, as against 
those who are not at all his rivals; but we have not left him 
as much security against his only. rivals, as he always had be
fore; that is to say, the duty on the imported manufacture 
DOW bears a less proportion than ever it did before to the duty 
on the imported raw materials. By consequence his peril is 
greater, as his protection is less; and his secuI'ity being di. 
minished, his danger is enhanced: but that is not all; you 
have not done for him what England originally pointed out to 
yo~in bis .favour: she proposed. equality as the principle of 
your regulation, of trade; we adopted it religiously in that 
part. to which it was 110t applicable, aud where it was pre
'cious, I mean ·in the tax part; and we ouly deserted it in 
the trade part,' w here alone it was appli'.!nble, and where alone 
it was beneficial.. , 

. Such was the spirit in which we negotiated our free trade; 
.let us take care how we negotiate our fl'ee constitution; but 
the error .of that arrangement. does not stop here. Its first 
principle was erroneous; it set out with this maxim, that you 
were to. pay for this as if it were an enlargement, and thut 
you were to pay for it in tax, as if yon had 110t paid it other
wise before. But what is·.the truth? The sugllrs or Spain, 
Portugal, and France, .would supply your manufactures 'as 
well as the British West Indian islands, and generally 
better; if, whilst you retained those markets, England had 
~pened ber colony ports too,thi8 would have been a new 
market, which is always all advantage to the buyer. But 
'What is the case now ? You are suffered to go to tbe colony 
market of England, which is the .English market in effect, 
and which j~ therefore, her advnntn~e; but you give up this 
for all other, and some better markets, which is your dhi
advantage. Instead of its being an enlargement, thert:fOre, 
this is more propel'ly a I'estriction; and instead of Englaud's 
gl'anting you a boon in this matter, it is you that give her a 
monopoly. Now, a monopoly is so much against the giver, and 
so much in favour of the ObtainCl' of it, that 110 nation in it!> 
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senses ever gives it to another_: arid jf a part of an emph'e 
gives it to the head, it cannot. be on a pl'inciple of trade~ 
because a principle of trade is a principle of gain, whereas. 
this is a principle of loss. On what principle alone can it be 
given? on a principle of empil'e? That is to say, in other 
·words, it is a· tax 01'- Ii tribute, and that of the heaviest 
nature; but, if you were to pay for it in taxes, besides paying 
for it by monopoly, it would be absurd to pay for it more than 
·it was worth. 

Now, take the whole West Indian commerrej take tIie' 
utmost proportion of that commerce that could ever fall to 
your lo~ take the utmost proportion of clear profit that 'can 
be supposed to accrue from that quantity of trade,. and then 
take the utmost proportion of what clear profit that can be
. afforded to revenue, and I say it would never amount to that 
sum which you. have agreed to pay on the instant for _ the 
contingency of this direct trade, with this additional absurdity, 
that if you should not be able to establish i~ these additional 
duties will be equally payable upon your old circuitous trade, 
which before was free from them. Will you trust negotiation 
again? This arrangement cannot·be justified on any com
mercial principles •. Was Rny constitutional advantage ob
tained by it? Far from it; the very principle of the arrange
ment is hostile -to the constitution; it gives to the British 
Parliament a virtual power of taxing you; for wide is the 
pl'inciple of it; that when England taxes a 1:010ny produce. 
you must tax it equally, or give up the trade. Thus this. 
arrangement leaves both·· y.our trade and your money at the 
mercy of the ministry and Parliament of England. 

Com!:>ine this with another law of the same period, the
mutiny bill, therefore, and see what the result of both is •. 
You complained that the British Parliament should make 
even a twelvemonth's law for your army; and what did you> 
do to remedy it? You made an act that she should do it for 
ever. The two greatest powers in the management of human 
concerns 81'e the pow~r of the purse, and the power of the 
sword. You did by these two laws for so much delegate 
away both of these great powers from yourselves to the British 
.Parliament;- that is to say, in the very moment that you 
talked of recovering your own authority and denying that ot' 
the British legislature~ you did every thing you could to. 
strengthen the power Of that parliament which you meant to 
overthrow, and to weaken the powel' of that J>8rliam~nt which . 
you meant to establish. . ' . 

I do not speak these things ill Ol'der to say what is dis
asre~ble to al~y man living, much lest 10 _ liay any thin~ dis-.. . . - , x" 
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agreeable to that body, in defence of whose privileges I have 
lived these: two-and-twenty years, and. in the defence of whose 
privileges I' will die. I speak them from a .deep conviction 
of their necessity. You see how ypu have been negotiated 
out of every thil1g, . and how dangerous it is to negotiate. 
again. You see how dangerous it is to exult too soon, or to 
imagine that Ilny thing of· this kind is done, while any thing 
remains undone. You see what a miserable end was made of 
Lord Buckingham's last session of parliamell~ though it 
began with so much splendor j and as a pat"t of this session 
has trod the steps of its glory, I would warn the conclusion. 
of it against tbe steps of its decline. To put a stop, therefore, 
tQ the danger of negotiation, and to accelerate the safety of an 
immediate repeal, and of a final renunciations I move the re
solution I have before stated to you. 

On this resolution Mr. Daly mo-ved the order of the day, which 
was carried without a division. Mr. Flood's motion "as con
sequently los\. 

No II. 
MB. FLOOJ)'S SP.E.ECHON. SIMPLE REFEAJ.. 

June 14. 1782. 

1 DO not mean to oppose the: most liberal interpretation 
. that can be given to the British act of parliament in ques
tion •. - The right honourable gentleman defends it by saying, 
that it'lreland had been .by name excepted; even that excep
tion of Ireland might have been considered as implying, that 
if she had not been excepted, she would have been bound j 
and certainly it would haTe been exceptionable for that very 
reason j. and for the same reason, the law DS now worded is 
exceptionable: it includes all His Majesty's dominions in 
Europe, and as Ireland is one of them, it doell impliedly in':' 
dude Ireland; both of these method!!, therefore, are equally ex
c~ptionable. But there was a method of avoiding both of these 
objections; and if I, a weak and incapable man, can at fir:;t 
sight point out an easy method of doing so, how much more 
easy would it haTe been for His Maje&ty's ministers to II ave 
qone so. It might haTe been worded so as to have included 

.• AD act regulating the trdde to Ncvi8, 8~ Chri.,topher, and Montserrat. 
2 
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all His Majesty's dominions in Elll'~pe,. that. were subject to 
the legislatiYe authority of the British Pal'liamcnt: it would 
then have been 'an .implied assertion of our constitution,in. 
stead of being .now an implied infringement of it. Had the 
British Parliament renounced the right, sbe could have no 
objection to some such form of words ~ but sbe well knew that 
a repeal of the declaratory law is no renunciation of the right; 
in this, and in every instance, she !;hows an utter reluctance 
to such a renunciation: now every symptom of. sllch ' reluct. 
ance on her part, is equal to a thousand demonstrations that 

. such a renunciation is necessary for. us. I do not understand 
tbe doctrine,a{. clerical mistakes; how far is it to lead us? 
where is its. boundary? is it only to hold for the present thile, 
and. during the present ministry? . or. is it to extend to aU 
times and to all mini!;tl'ies? If it is to do the latter, the doctrine 
is too dangerous to be admitted; and if the former only, it is 
too partia~. No minister of England, no attomey'general of 
Ireland, could desire a more convenient principle, than that the 
doctrine of clerical error was to excuse an act of the British 
Parliament binding Ireland; but such a doctrine would lIoon 
leave our constitution where it was, . and would" efface the 
glories we have been. acquiring~ . 
. This brings me to speak of the repeal of the declaratory act 

of George I. aa it is n-ow proceeding. In the first place, it is 
an undeniable principle of law, . tbat ~bemere repeal of a de. 
claratory act does Dot renouucetbe principle of it; and jt is 
clear to common sense, ,that nothing .. buta final renouncing 
ofthe principle ofthis law is adequate to our security. With 
regard to tbis law ()f George I., tbe maxim'l have mentioned 
obtains with peculiar force-What is the title of the law? It 
is all acfror the better securing; the dependency of Ireland: 
on the face ~fit,·therefore, it imPQ.rts expressly, that that de
pendency did before exist, and that by consequen£e it must 
£ontinue after; unless renouneed, it had, indeed, ,too strong 
aD antecedent existence,. to. be destro.yed by any weak impli. 
cations. The, first authority of law known to tlie English 
constitution, is that of the great Lord Coke; his authority.is 
expressly against us, and in favour pf the English Parliament. 
Will any lawyer say, that the· cleal' and decided opinion of 
Lord Coke, in a matter of law, is a thing to be contemned? 
Add to this a .number ,o( statutes made by the. English Parlia;" 
ment, and acquiesced in by the' Irish nation, antecedent to. 
the declaratory law. of George I. ; and will. any'iDan be so. 
rash, so. foolish, or so corrupt,:as to say that such a pretensio.u 
is to be overlooked? or, that it can rationally be stated to. be 
60. void of principle amI (!olour,as 'that a bare repeal of Ii sub-. 
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sequent and merely declaratory act, can arinihilate it? Let 110 
man conceive such a thing. . 

Tbe honourable gentleman .. says, that the giving up the 
final)udic~ture is a d~cisive pI'oof of sincerity in the British 
ParlIament, because It cannot be supposed, that our· ftual 
judicature would ca).'ry Bl'itisblaws into execution; but how 
far does this reasoning go? It shows, indeed~ tbat they think 
the spirit of this countt'y is so unanimous on this subject at 
present, I\S that nobody will appeal to their judicature; or· 
that if _any person should appeal, that the decI'ee would be· 
i-esisted aud batHed in the execution. of it; they, thereforet 
very wisely determine to give liP what it is impossible to re
tain j but though this may extend (as long as tbe pre5ent spidt 
continues) to internal final judicature, and to internal legis-' 
lation, yet it does not at all extend to external legislation, or to, 
the final judicature proper to that species of legislation. Now, 
what is external legislation ? It is that species of. legislation 
wbich Mr. Fox expressly specifies and assents, and which not. 
one British member controverted; tbat is, in other words, it 
is the whole of commercial and marine legislation. Now, what 
is the final judicature in that? It is the British fleet. Wit
ness what happened in. this kingdom the other day:. the 
spirit of the country was such, that the commissioners dared 
not refuse a clearance to a vessel, though freighted with goods 
prohibited by British .acts of pst'liament; but though the· 
vessel had her clearance, she could not sail; and why? be
cause the Stag frigate was in the bay ready .to seize and to
con fiscate; 

The hon. gentleman knows the story to be true, and has 
(luoted the fact himself within tbese walls. Now, tbis mari .. 
time, or external legislation, and this final judicature of the 
Stag frigate, is a thing which nothing can reach but a 
formal renunciation of the I'ight on the part of Great Britain. 
:Is this a situation in which an able general would leave an 
~rmy; '01'. in which a wise patriot would leave his country? 
certainly not. The hon. member says, that the royal word 
is ·sS .firm. as a parliamentary renunciation. Does not the 
hon~ gentleman know, that the words of the king are the 

. words of the minister, in all constitutional and parliamentary 
consideration? How often, in his short experience, bns he 
known that security fail? Did it give us a judge'sbill in Lord 
Townshend's time? Did it keep 12,000 men in the kingdom 
ever since? Has it secured economy to us,. so often promised, 
and not yet arrived? r will not multiply instanccs~ Now, 

It Mr. Grattlln, 
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these are cases where the 1110st express words were used in the 
speech from the throne, which is the speech.of th~ minister, 
and not of the king. In this case, is there any expJ'ess men
tion of renunciation? No such thing. Now, if express 
words have failed, . wlJy may not words fail that are not ex
press? Again I ask, will any man pretend to affirm, that the 
declaration of the king can be equal in force to an act of legis
lature? No man in his senses can believe it to be so. In the 
AmeJ'ican question, what was the docll·ine ? That if the king 
wished it ever so'much, yet it was not ill his power to give up 
the power of the British Parliament. Did the king ever 
attempt to make the smallest relaxution without an act of 
legislature to authorize it? . I ask the hon. member, whether 
the kmg, by a.declaration to the British Parliament, could 
give up any of the ·rights or pretensions of the Irish legisla
tUl'e ? I am sure, he will answer no. Then, by what rule, 
I ask, can any declaratiOn of the king to us give up or cancel 
any pretension of the British Parliament? What authority 
011 earth can be so perfectly ade<lutite to it, as tbat of the Par .. 
Jjament of Great Britain itself?, But. the hon. member would 
not-accept a great charter, h~ says, .from tbe BJ'itish Parlia
ment ; so jealous he is of its authority; -nor would I, provided 
it contained an assertion of its legislature over us, because 
that would be nominally a great _charter, but really a defeaz
ance and a concealment of our constitution. Now this is im
pliedly the case in an act merely and simply of repeal ; but if 
it contained a renunciation of all such authority, I wnuld ac
cept of it, because then it would indeed be. a great charter; 
for what was the great charter of our early kings to their sub·. 
jects? Was it not in fact a renunciation of the llsurpations of 
those kings, and nothing more? It was not a donation, but a 
mere recognition of the rights of the subject; which recogni
tion became necessary only in consequence of the regal usurp
ations. Now, I ask, did those kings or any other part of man
kind ever think that in renouncing those usurpations they re
established them? No man was ever so frantic as to suppose 
it; how then could a parallel renunciation by the British 
Parliament have any tendency to legalize its usurpation? I 
will venture to say, that a renunciation of all right is the last 
method that the British Parliament will think of taking by 
. way of establishing her authority over Ireland; and why? 
because it is the most effectual method on earth of defentilllJ' 
it. The sound of an English act. of Parliament ought not t~ 
r.'ighten us out of the sense of it, if the sound of it cOlild be 
destructive to ns; an act of repeal would bE: as noxious as .an 
act of l'cnuuciation, and if the sense of it can be s3\.utaI'Y, it 
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i. by its being 8ft aet of ·renunciation'; ,any other act may be 
an exercise of,legislation o~er us; but an 8ct of renunciation 
cannot be'so. . 

The han. member said that I had thought on a particular· 
subject till it had ,become my weakness: lIlay not the remark 
become Ilpplicable to himself? for surely, if his zeal on this
subject had not outgone even his judgment, great as that is" 
he would not use arguments on this occasion which, on any 
other, he would reprobate from the lips of any servant of the 
Crown; he would not caU a British act of paHiameollt includ
ing Ireland, a clerical error; he would. not say, that a speech. 
from the throne is 'equal to an !let of parliament; that a Bri.., 
tish act of repeal is a safe exel'tion, of her power towards us,. 
but that 1m lIet of renunciation. would Rot. be so;, he would 
not say, that a renunciation would be abetter security,. and 
yet that a repeal is ,sufficient, in a case where no security call 
be too great, and in which scarce any is adequate; he would 
not say, that good faith is equal to legal security, or that legal 
security, with tlle,addition of good faith, is not belter than the 
latter is alone. . '. . 

It is not pleasant to me to differ with the honourable mem
ber; but in this case it is' .unavoidable: it is one of those 
cases in which I feel myself impelled by so Stl'ong a duty, tha. 
nothing personal either to, myself or . to others can controul 
me; and ~ feelit the luore my duty to speak out on this occa
sion, because I. have never ,ceased to repent my baying not 
done !So' in ,Lord Buckingham's adminiSl1~tion" with respect 
to the word foreign, 'which w..as then inserted in o.urresolu'!'· 
tions, - I will not say with' ev.il design,. but certainly with 
evil example. . , , 

I differed .with the honouable: member" and others whom 
I . much respect,. with regard to that, expression. I dis-. 
approved of it hi the strongest terms. in ,private conference; 
they did not perhaps approve,. but they did not disapprove of 
it, and therefore it passed without notice. ;Since, however. 
it has been, felt, and the ,objection which' the honourable 
member has this day made .to, the British act which he has 
quoted, is, thai it seems to assume I) power over our fmoeign trade. 
Now, this is the. very principle on which I objected then to 
the wordforeign, though I was not. at that time-supported in it;
with this omen, therefore, (that I may sometimes diffel' from 
the honourable member, and 'not be always in an er.ror,) ]; 
go on. , 

The honourable. member says,. that ,we ,have the faith of 
nations to depend ,on. Now, as to the faith of nations, I have 
this -to say, that like every 'hing el~e, wbere' it is the best 
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thing thnt enn be Illld, it is good for that l'eason; but wllere 
it is not the best thing that <:an" be had, it is for the same 
FeasOR not good:' what. follows? That it is good between 
unconnected nations, because there is nothing stronger be
tween them, (except force); but it is not good between coun
tries connected by civil government, because there is some
thing stronger there, and thnt is, legal security: . but what does 
the faith of nations between unconnected kingdoms amount 
to, I ask? to what, but to perpetuate warfare, and an 
everlasting appeal to heaven, as it is called, by· a peculiar 
and a very barbarous prophanation? In short, what is a state 
of dependence on good faith, other than a state of naturt'," 
which though not a state of war, is yet so liable to it, thnt it 
is to avoid its disorder that we have yielded to the incum
brances' of government? Each of these conditions has some 
dis.'ldvantages; but it would, be utterly absurd to retain the 
disadvantage of both. 

If we will submit to the insecurity of mere good faith, let 
us be freed from the burden of govel'llment; but if we"are to 
have the burden of government, let us take care to have also 
its security. I.ook at England I has she trusted to the" good 
faith of Ireland, that Ireland "'.ill never desire any other so-' 
vereign than the monarch that· sits upon the British throne? 
NO," sJ1e has got a perpetunl Irish law to put it out of doubt. 

Has .England trusted to the good faith of Il~eland, that our 
Parliament should never pass a law disagreeable or disadvan
tageous to English government? No, she bas got a perpe-

• tua! Irish law to make it impossible. Does any man think she 
acted unwisely or illiberally in doing so "I No man Can think 
so. How then can it be unwise or illiberal in us to desire a 
legal security in thia point, upon which alI"other It'!gal secu
rity depends? The good faith of Ireland is equal to that of 
any country in the world;" and if her good faith was not a 
sufficient security to England, with the British superiority of 
power" to support it, how can good faith be a sufficient·secu
rity to us in our inferiority? . 

When the stamp act was repealed, and the declaratory act 
passed as to America, America was told that it was n sacrifice 
to' British pride, and that it never would be exercised. But 
how long was it before it was exercised? Is there a man in 
England that would -ask America now to be content with the 
bare :repeal of that declaratory law? " Then wliy should he 

" ask it of Irela~d? Ireland ha~ a parliamentary constitution, 
the same.as that of England, WIth nn hereditary and ennobled 
brimchoflegislature, invested with final judicature, above 
-three, hundred years" before" any ~ol~ny in America- had a 
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name. Those colonies have had popular assemblies, it is 
true, but not parliaments consisting of King, Lords,and 

. Commons, with all the powers belonging to them. The final 
judicature of America was never to any of the orders of her 
provincial assemblies, nor to the House of Lords of Great 
Britain, but to the British Privy Council ; yet with these, and 
a thousand other marks of a distinct kingdom in Ireland, and 
of a colony constitution in the Amel'ican pl'ovinces, withQut 
analogy of fact, nnd without infereuce of argument, Ire-

- land is at this day, as to the legislative claim of the Bri. 
~ish Pal'liament, sunk to a: level with the colonies of America; 

'1>ut though she is argumentatively depressed· to that level, 
",hel'e the parallel is injurious to her, she is not lifted up to 
that level where the parallel would be advantageous. 

For instance, England says, that constitutionally she has a 
right to make laws for Ireland, as well as for the American PI'O
vinces; but when the declaratory law is to be given up as to both, 
a simple repeal is enough for Ireland, whilst an express and Ii 
final renunciation is offered to America. This difference can 
have no foundation in equity Or in reason; it -call therefore 
only be grounded on a. difference of· situation, that is to say, 
that England is obliged to relinquish more. to America thall 
she is compelled to surrender to Ireland, and that neither Eng
land nor any other nation ever relinquished any authority they 
could retain. Now I do not blame England for this, pecause 
it is the nature of men; but I blame Ireland if she does not see it, 
and if she does not know, therefore, that nothing is relinquish
ed that is not renounced. I have as great an opinion of the 
good faith of England as any man, and therefore I wish to 
have it solemnly pledged. Now, a bare repeal, I say, does 
not pledge her good faith llever to exercise the power, 
because it is not a renunciation of it, it is therefore that I 
desire a renunciation; and why? because a )'enunciation 
will, in the first place, give aU the legal security that the 
cause is capable of; and. because, in the next place, it will 
pledge the good faith of Great Britain expressly, and when 
It is expressly pledged, I shall be ready to confide in it. A 
positive promise is, in every case in the world, more to be 
depended on than a constructive one, and the greater the 
honour of the nation that makes it, the more it is to be con
fided in, and the· more it is to be sought; but a simple repeal 
is not even a constructive promise. Why is it, that in all 
treaties between unconnected nations. the utmost care is taken 
to use the most explicit tel'ms? it is not. because the most 
explicit terms may not be violated, but it is becaUSe" the 
yiolation of them is highly dishonourable and bighly danger-
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ous to the state that is guilty of it. If, after the conduct that 
Ireland has ever held to Great Britain, England should ror~ 
maUy renounce her legislative pretension now, and afterwards 
should attempt to resume it, her own .act of parliament 
would be .her condemnation all over Europe, every cabinet 
on the continent would exclaim against ber baseness, and 
would think themselves authorised to nssist the oppressed 
liubjects, whom her own act would prove not to be rebels. 

Every mall 98 every side, and of ever;y description, equally 
confess~ that a renunciation is necessary. The honourable 
gentleman himself, and every other man who is content .with 
a simple repeal, profess that they are so, only because they 
consider a repeal as being a renunciatiop: now this isun~ 
answerable; a renunciation is certainly a renunciation .. nobody 
can deny that; but a simple repeal may not be so; one there
fore is certain, and the other at best is uncertain. 'Vhich 
shall I prefer in a case of this consequence? But this is not 
all; a repeal of a declaratory law, not only may not be a re
nunciation of its principle, but I maintain that it certainly is 
not so; in this I am so clear, that I stake my character with 
you for common sense upon the subject; in this I am so clear, 
that my motion shall be an appeal to the nine judges of Ire
land, and" if you please, to the twelve judges of England 
also upon the point. I have appealed to.all the gx:eat lawyers 
in the house, and erery one of them has confessed,' that a 
repeal of a declaratory law is not a renunciation of the legal 
principle. Two only have attempted this evasion; they say, 
that in this case there was no colour nor principle of law at 
the bottom of the act, and that therefore when the act is re
mov«:d, nothing can' remain: n()w, this is very well on one side 
of the water, but it is totally false on ~he other; here .we say 
there was no colour nor principle of law at the bottom of that 
act, but in England they assert the very contrary. In Eng
land, thet'efore, they will have a right to say, that after· the 
repeal, .the principle :will remain. What we may say here, 
will not avail to our security, unless England can he got to 
concur with us. If England, indeed, will renounce the prin
ciple as we do, the,repeal may be sufficient, that is to say, a 
repeal with a renunciation by England will be sufficient;, bUI 
a repelil without such a renunciation will,not be sufficient; .it 
is but three days ago that the honourable geJltleman thought 
a repeal inadequate, and ,therefore declared an intention to 
bring in a declaratory Irish law, in order to have the great 
seals of both kingdoms affixed to the recognition of our con
stitution. What has happened since to render such an in ten· 
tioR less necessary? nothing has been mentioned to diminish 
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the necessity, but some men are fond:~o argue, that OU1' 

address has bound us to a simple repeal. Now, first, I say, 
that if. such an error had been committed in the address, it 
wou1d be hard that the constitution of a great nation should 
be irrevocably tied to· the diction of any individual; but I 
utterly deny the fact: I desire the words of the address to be 
pointed out that mention a Ilimple repeal of that act ns adequate 
to 1>ur views; and as no such words can be pointed out, I will 
nlentipn words in it that pro\'e the cont.rary. The grievance as 
to this point, stated by the address as necessary to be redressed, 
is notthat nct alone, but that act and the claims of it; now, the 

, repeal mny take a:-vay thenct, but nothing except a renunci
ation can take away. the claims. The claim is the claim of 
right, Ot the legal principle either real or assumed. The sim
ple repeal takes away the declaration only, but leaves behind the 
claim or legal pretension. I say, thel'efore, that the address is 
f.ull to the purpose, and that we mllst misconstrue that addre~s 
before we can forfeit our constitution; clear, however, as these 
things are, I will not affil'm that a majority ",ill instantly accede 
to them; but this I know, that majorities can sometimes err, and 
that majorities can sometimes change their opinion. 

What was the first feature of this session of parliament? a tri
umphant majority in support of Lord Carlisle against any redress 
of our injuries in Portugal. What followed? the honourable 
member proposed an alteration of the perpetual mutiny bill; a 
rank majority opposed him. I attempted it in another form; a 
r.ank majority opposed any refilrmation of it: it was faction in 
one, it ")Vas disappointed ambition in another; in both, it was 
any thing but truth and the constitution. What was the cry 
of the parasites of the Castle? The sugar bill and the mutiny 
Jaw were such acquisitipns to this country, they said, that Ire
land bad nothing to redress, and that nothing but industry 
in her people, and gratitude in her Parliament, could now be
c:ome-her.,Was not this gabble held, Dnd was it not even 
popular for a time? I 'brought forward, notwithstanding R 

vindication of your privileges against the manifold perversions 
of the law of Poyning; and what did I ask of you? not im
plicitly to adopt the sentiments and words of any individual, 
but to· appoint a committee of yourselves to examine the au
thorities I had produced in your behalf,. that, if I had erred 
ill fact, or in inference, you might not be misled; and that if 
I had, you might benefit by the proofs, and perpetuate the de
caying evidences of. your constitution; yet even such a com
mittee was denied, not to one but to the Parliament and to 
tbe nation.· The honourable member. then brought forward, 
in the form of·an address, an assertion.of yonr exclusive 
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legislature; a huge majority opposed. the' reception of it~ .1 
brought it on again. by a resolution then simple, t'bat YOIl 

yourselves were the only representatives of the people: a huge 
majority refused to affirm it; these reiterated defeats struck 
like thunder upon the hearts of the· people, . and ill these de
cided and. stupendous majorities, they thought they saw the 
death.of tbe constitution. A voice from America shouted to 
liberty! the echo of it caught your people as it passed along 
the Atlantic, and they renewed the. voice· till. it reverberated 
here. What followed? . All the propositions that had been 
separately reprobated, were now collectively adopted; the repr&. 
sentatives <?f the peOple articulated, at bmgth, the sense of their 
constituents. The case of Ireland, originally stated by the· 
great Molyneux, and burned at the Revolution by the Par
liament of Englan~, is not now afraid of the fire .. it.has risen 
from that phamix urn, and with the flames of its cradle it 
ill uminates our isle!. What is the result? It is now in your 
pOwer, and I trust, it.will be in your wisdom to do finnl jus
tice to the rights and interests of your country; for me,.1 
hope,- I have not been peculiarly wanting to them. . . 

At an early period of my life, on a question of embargo, in 
consequence of a proclamation founded on a 'British act of par
liament, I brought the criminal gazette within these walls, and 
at your. bar, I arraigned the' delinquent. ,The House was 
alarmed, and I withdrew any question, on the proclamation's 
being withdrawn •. If you ask, why I did.not pursue it'to a 
formal declaratioJ;! of right? I answer .. .,..- for I wish to be an-:
swerable to you for every part of my life,- I answer, that th~ 
time ,was riot ripe fQr it. ~ The" first spring of. the c01}lItitution 
is the elective power ofthe people, till that was reinforced bI 
limiting theduration of parliaments, little could be done.·. 

The people wl,mted constitutional privilege; till the fabric 
of usurpation, founded on the law. of Poyning, had been 
shaken to its foundation, little could be done; the Parliament 
waltted.conscious dignity,-till the ·people were armed;· every 
thing could not be. done'; the nation wanted. military power, 
These were necessary 'antecedents. The public mind wayV:ed 
much- cultiv!1tion; the seed, too, was nece~sary t.o be sown; 
and if I have not been wanting.to the preparation of the soil, 
may I not be permitted tQ watch over the harvest? To that 
harvest too, as well as' to every other, a prosperous season was 
necessary, -and that season presented itself in the American 
war. Whim, therefore, the honourable member, in the sun
shine 'of that season, an'd of his own abilities, brought forward 

, a declaration of rights in Lord Buckingham'S gov~rnment, 
. after that administration had. amended his proposition for the 

YOLo I. Y 
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purpose of defeating it, . I stepped forward in office; as I was, 
and at the hazard of that office, and rescued the principle 
from the disgrace of a postponement, or from the ruin of 
rejection. In this session, too, I hope that my humble etTorts 
have not been peculiarly wanting. In ability I will yield ta 
inany, -:-in zeal to none; and, if I have not served the public 
cause more than many 'men, this, at least, I may say; I hne 
Sacrificed as much. to. it. Do you repent of that sacrifice? if I 
am asked, I answer, no. Who could repent of asncrifice 
to truth and honour? to a country that he loves, and to a 
country-that is grateful. Do you repent of it? no. But I 
.sheold not rejoice in it, if it were only' to be attended with a 
private deprivation, and not to be accompanied by all its gains 
to my country. -·1 have D. peculiar right, therefore, to be soli
titous and ardent about the issue of it, and no man shall stop 
me'in my progress. 

Were the voice with which I utter this, tlle last etTo .. t of 
an expiring nature; -- were th~ accent which conveys it to you 
the b .. eath that was to waft me to that grave to which we all 
tend, and· to which .my footsteps. rapidly accelerate, 1 would 
go on; ...... I would make my exitby a loud demand of your 
rights, and I call 'upon the God of Truth and Liberty, who 
has often favoured you, and who has of late looked down upon 
you with such a peculiat grace and glory of protection, to 
continue to you ~is inspirings; to crown you'with the spirit 
of his completion, and to. assist 'you against the errors of those 
tbat are honests as well as against the machinations of all that 
are not so. 

Mr. Flood's motion was, that the opinion of all the 
Judges be desired on the following question: Ie Does the re
peal of a declaratory act amount, in legal construction,' to a 
repeal or renunciation of the legal principle on which the 
declaratory act grounded itself?" 

The order oC the day was called Cor, and carried without 8 di
lIision, and Mr. Flood'. motion was consequently lost. 
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MR.GRATTAN'S REMARKS 

ON MR. FLOOD'S ARGUMENT ON SIMPLR REPBA~. 

MR. FLOOD observed, that a declaratory act does not 
. make a Jaw, and that the repeal of it do'Cs not unmake a 

law; - it makes a statute, and a statute is a law; the repeal of 
it unmakes a statute, and the unmaking.of a statute is the un
making of a la\\'o It makes a law by declaring it: there are 
three legislating terms, enact, declart!, anih-epeal; declare, dif .. 
fers from enactment. by having a' retrospective aspect, but it is 
equally a legislating term. Mr. Flood observes, that a decla
ratory act is a declaration of law, not a law: then there would 
be no such thing as a declaratory law, and the 6th of George 
the First is not an act of parliament; but a declaratory .law is 
not, properly speaking, a declaration of law; it is a law made 
by the legislature; it is de6ned a new law affirming an old one, 
and ·the repeal is the disaffirmance of the existence of that 
law; it gives to Ii doubtful common law title, tbe authority of 
sfatute: declaration is legislation, 110t adjudication; it is not 
tlhe opinion of the legislature on a dou.ful point of law; it is 
the act of tIle legislature settling that doubt by a law. :Par
liament speaks laws. 110t opinions; and when Parliament de.
clares, it wills: to say that a declaratory act leaves the· law as 
it 61lds it,. is not Jaw; it leaves the lAW as it declares it: the 
judges must take the law from the Parliament, they· must not 
J~k back to the common law: Declaration by Parliament i. 
law; negation is law: the common law is lost in the statute 
and ideuti6ed, and the repeal of the statute is the repeal of 
.any common law on the subject; and of such high authm·itx.. 
is .the statute, that, though' it departed from the common law 
it professed to declal1!; you Blust abide by the statute. 

Blackstone, on the subject' of the law in question, viz. on 
the declaratory act of George the First, says, "it set~led the 
fIuestion," "and is the ruling law in the case :" this is the act 
which Mr. Flood denies to be any law at all. • Mr. Flood 
observes,· tbat the repeal of this act does not repeal the law, 
but the declaration i what is the declaration? it is not adjll
dication i it is not the vote ofthe two Houses of Parliament; 

y 2 
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it is a law-making word, by forCe of which tlie 6th of George 
the First is an Rct of parliament; ihe deClaration is what, .in 
enacting laws, 'enactment is; the legislative terl~ -that makes 
the statute. What is the repeal? it is the repe81 of the' legis
lative word that makes the statute, that is, the repeal of·the 
-statute, ',otherwise ;the 6th ·of -George' the ~Fir$t . would 'be' in 
·existence;but the-r'epeal speaks'for;itself, "Be it enacted that. 
the 6th of GeOrge the First :" it aoes not say the declaration, 
hut -the act, "and all the things therein contained, be 're
pealed." :Enactments are not laws, they make them; pro
perly speaking, declarations are not laws, they make them: 
the law repealed in· this case, is ·the (>th of George the First, 
" Be it enacted that the 6th of George the .First be repealed." 
What is that lawl -the. title of Englallq tobind.beland de
clared 'by Farliamei'lt. . -What is the . repeal of that law.? the 
abrogationof-that title? ·itis ,the, legal mode -of doing away 
that -title; ·".Be it enacted that Ireland -is -subordinate, and 
that England halh and ought to have a·right to make law for 
Ireland!'" Be it enacted,' that said law in all its .parts be 
repealed:;" the former sets ,up the title, the latter sets it aside. 

-Observe, repeal' is not to abrogate a declaration; it is not to 
withdraw the authority of.Parliament from the common law 
allege!I; it is to exercise the authority of Parliament, and to 
abrogate the statute,; and let it, not be said that the common 
law title remains. after the statute title -has been abolished,for 
you cannot set up at common law' the same title which a 
statute of repeal has abrogated.; the statute rules the common 
law; -nor let it be saicit that the common law title stands aftEll' 
the repeal 'of the 6th of George the First, as it did before the 
l"epeal of that statute; before it was a title doubted; it is now 
a titlc-' disclaimed. You will observe, that the question has 
been put in issue.; the common law title is set forth in the 
statute; and 'common law, and statute law title is one propo
sition; it is the same title, and when you abrogate one, you 
abrogate both: the common law title is set up by one act of 
parliament,and set aside b'y the other. . 

Mr. Flood observes, thatthedeclaration is repealed; then, 
it is a law, for: repeal" does not. apply to a mere opinion of 
Parliament, but to Jaw. What is this declaration that he al
lows to be repeale~? it is, ." that the kingdom of England 
had, hath, and ought to· have 8 power to bind Ireland:" 
this is' the principle.' and this the alleged common law 
right and' title of England; it iii not an assertion of title 
by Parliament, it is '8 Jaw and: a' title maqe by Parliament; 
for to declare,"is to enact, 'or make a .Jaw; and to repeal; 
is to- abrogate the law and' title so declared aud made; 
Jlot to' abrogate what Parliament says, but what Par-
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. Ii/Lmellt does, """":its acts:·. then the case 'of the' r~pe8J.; amounts
to this, '~Be. it.enaded, that. the common I aWl right &lid. title; 
declared .by .the 6th of, George· tbe First· be repealed if! the' 
declaratory act is the common,law declared, :the repeal of the 
declaratory act is·. the common law repealed. When a motion. 
is thus, ".Be it' declared, that the Parliament. of. England: 
hath a:rigbt. to, bind. Ireland," tbe question· is 011 the.de-· 

. daring; but when you.have declared, and the motion is-put,. 
that you·agreein thed~claration, the question is,then on the 
merits, - title or, no ·title. . . 
. Mr~ Flood observed,. that. the Parliament of England 
might. revive her claim;. it was answered, no, 110t consistently; 
becau$e she· had disaffirmed. the existence of any title,. and 
because she had done so. under an adjustment; .there was an 
'adjustment between: the two. countries,. and the Parliament 
wasput iIi covenant: this was the case of the Methuen treaty •. 
He said ,the repeal was simple; no, jt is conventional;. the con
vention is .not recited in. the act, because. that was not the 
proper place for. it; it. is a treaty of. which the. repeal.is a part; 
it is to be found, however, in the rolls of parliament.. . 
. By simple repeal, they mean repeal·without. preamble; and 

by preamble, . they mean acknowledgment of British usurp
ation by .England.:; and first,. that wns impossible. to obtain, 
and. secondly, that was unnecessary, . for disaffirmance of title 
does, not. become.· more. complete. or. legal. by: assig.ning the 
reasons for, mnking it.. . . . 

But Mr. Flood said,. that he required" a legalsecurityio 
the laws of England against her parliament: a· species of 
blunder this, to look. for legal security against the legisla
ture in. the municipal' laws.of the land which that.legisla~ 
ture . makes . or· ·unmakes-. at its pleasure. The legislature 
can· as legally repeal an act of renunciation as make it.; 
.~ut there is a legal security against the Parliament! .which 
you 'cannot find. in the law of the land, but which is legal 
security notwithstanding; that is, the faith of . conventions, 
which you have in the case before you: you have two secu
rities, first, that England bas legally disclaimed her title; 
secondly, that she has· Gone so under an adjustment with 
Ireland, which puts her ,parliament in covenant, and gives 
you the legal security of the law of nations against the revival 
of her claim. . 

Mr. Flood observes, that we should have required of the 
:British Parliament to acknowledge her usurpation ~ we cer
tainly should not, -and that for the following reasons; first, 
that. acknowledgment of her usurpation would not have beeJi 
what he required, a legal bar to her resumption; secondly, 
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that a disclaimer of her title, under a national eovenimt, ren
dered such iui acknowledgment unnecessary; thirdly, becaus~ 
it was impossible to obtain it; and, fourthly, bec~use. it would 
have been criminal to ask it; criminal to suffer the conven
tional disclaimer of her title to wait until she was ready to
acknowledge herself a usurper. It was said, that the authority 
of the Illwyel's were against 'us; what authOl'ity? the lawyer's
corps! And we have' in our favour, the Chief ·Justice of the . 
King's Bench, .the C~ief Justice of .the Common Pleas, the· 
Chief Baron of the Ex.chequer, Mr. Hussey Burgh, and Lord 
Yelverton; they were sent for by the Castle to give their opi
Ilion!! .on this ,subject,. and they gave their opinions at length,: 
and agreed that the repeal of the 6th of George the First did 
away the title of England. I was at the meeting with several 
others; ·1 beg to add, that Mr. Hussey Burgh was the Chief 
Baron who attended; I beg to mention in addition, Mr~ 
Burke, . who writes as follows: :speaking of a declaratory act, 
he'says,-~' that if a declaratory act were repeal€d, it would be' 
a de~ialoflegisliltive power, M extensive as the affh'mation 
in the act ;declared." 

But there is another argument which time has produced, 
and whichful'nishes me with ample justification; it is the 
measure which these gentlemen, produced, and with. which 
they "were satisfied; namely, ao' English act of parliament, 
l1ot.decl~ing its usurpation-not.renouncing its right, but 
exercising, in the most plenary manner, that usurped le
gislative power, and settling the 'Irish £onstitutiol\ by the 
-authority of the British parlimnent. ; 

I beg to conclude by saying, that tbe' repeal of a declara .. 
tory law i,s the repeal of an act of parliament; secondly, that 
the. declaratory'lawln question is the title of England to 
bind Ireland, declared by Parliament; thirdly, that the }'e
peal of that law is the disaffirmunce of that title; fOUl·thly, 
'that a title disaffirmed by statute, cannot be fiEl,t 'up at com
mon law. ' 
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No IV. 

MR •. FLOOD'S DEFENCE. 

lqR. FLOOD ENTJi:ltS :rNTO 4- STATEMENT OF KtSCO.ND~CTJ '~N 
REPLY TO MR. GRATTAN'S ANSWER TO HIS SPEECR ON THE 
28TH OF OCTOBER, 1783. 

Nor:ember 1. 1783. 

SIR, I wish- to take the earlies.t ?pportunity of speaking a 
few word~ to you,. and addressing a few to the House, 

upon the situation in which I left this House last Tuesday. 
You heard,. Sir, and the public heard me, the subject, as I 
think, of an unwarranted attack. I rose lo defend myself, 
I am sure, with temper. I am 110t lightly moved; and, I think, 
1 should be lightly moved, indeed,. if I could have been moved. 
by that. I was, however,. interrupted, though I did not bring 
any fictitious- subject before you,. or set out without the least 
appearance of any argument;· in conseq~ence of this inter
ruption, Sir, I left the House; but soon after, I understand. 
that the House thought proper to say, they' would give me 
liberty to proceed,. and I wish to take the ~arlit'St opportunity 
f)f returning them my thanks· for that permission; at the 
same time, Sir, that I retUTn my thanks for that permission, 
I hope they will suffer me to render it not --nn empty, indul
gence; but~ upon the present accasion, to take up the subject 
where I left it the last night.-· , . 

(Mr. Toler rose to order; but Mr. Flood proceeded) ; 

I hope gentlemen win not interrupt me: wben they find 
IDe going out of order, when they hear me prawing fictitious 
characters, let them stop ,me; when I say any thing unpa.-lia
mentary, - when I endeavour to recall the asperity of thnt 
day, which, whilst I despise, I must disapprove, I rise ia 
defence of what I think an injured character. As I have en
,deavoured t~ defend ~he righ~ of this country for t~enty-f~ur 
years, I hope they Will permIt me to defend my reputation. , 

My life, Sir, has been divided into three parts, and it has 
been dispatched by three epitbets: one part, Sir» "that wbj~~ 
preceded Lord Harcourt'i! administr'tio~ i JlJ;lother, .'which 
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passed between Lord Harcourt's and Lord Carlisle's ; and the, 
third, which.is suBsequent. The first has a summary justice;. 
or injustice done to it, by being said to be intemperate; the· 
second is treatE:<l in like'. manner, by being said to. be venal'; 
and the c,onduct of the third is said to be that of an incendiary L 

(Mr. O'Hara, to-.order. ce. It. is against order to speak of' what 
passed on a former day, not that any thin'go the honourable gentle
man has said now is improper, but that the order of the House 
forbids a reference to t.he debates of a former day.)" • 

Mr.. Flood., 'I take this matter up upon the- ground of an 
"interrupted debate; it is ill that: light it comes within order. 
I llave a .right to begin where I was interrupted; but, Sir, 

. there. ar.e some eases of so particular a nature,·th'at a strict 
adherence to a general order would be the beight of injustice 
The attack. made upon: my person .went. back, not only, to 
the. argumepts of .two or three days before, . but to the eon
duct of twenty years antecedent; therefore, Sir, I hope, that 
jr. animadver:jions o( twenty years' are.allowed to one, I may 
have. an opportunity-ofreferJ;"ing to arguments used three days 
ago. With respect to. that period of my life which is dis

. patched by .the ,word intemperate, I beg gentlemen would 
consider the,; hard. Situatio.n of public characters, if that j~ to 
:t>eJheir . trelltment; that period takes in a number of years. 
I1Qt le!is than sixteen, in which there were fiye administrations, 
and in.which .the public were pleased to give me their sentence 

'of approbation. Sir, it includes, for I wish to speak to facts, 
,Ilot to .. take it. up . upon epithets,.- it includes tile Duke of 
Bedford's, Lord Halifax's, the Duke of Northumberland's, 
,Lord .. Hertford's~ and Lord Townshend's. 

Now, Sir, as to the fact of intemperance, I wilJstate to 
you how that stand~ and let the gentleman see how a plain 
tale shall: put him, down., Of those., five' administrations, 
there were three to which I was so far from giving an intem
perate opposition,. that I could not be said, in any. sense of 
,the .word, to oppose. them at "all; I· mean, the three fir$t. I 
,certainly voted against .the secretary of the day, but 'oftener 
voted .with. him. . In. Lord Hertford's administration, I had 
attained tQ.a certain view and decided opinion of what was fit, 
in my. mind, to. be done for this country. I had fixed:upon 
three great objects of public utility •. I endeavoured to attain 

, them, wit~that spirit and energy with which it is mycbarac
,ter and nature to speak and. to act;. as' I must take. the dis
advantages of .my.nature, .I will take the advantages of it too • 
• These ,three great objects were resisted. by that administ·ra-v. . 16 
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tion: • what was: the consequence? A ·conBicta.rose l:ietween 
that administration and' me ~ but; that conflict 'ought not fu be 
ealled. ~ppositioIi !lD my part ~no, it ought rather to be ~lled 
opposItion on: their's; I w~ the propounder, and they resisted . 
my propositions. This may be called, a : eonflict, noli an op
position to that administration. What· were those three ob. 
jects ~ One was, to prove that the constitution of Parliament 
in this kingdom did still exist; thaI! -it had not been taken 
away by the law of Poynings,' but that it was. an infamous 
perversion- of that statute, . by which· the constitution had suf. 
fered. The other was; the-establishment of a constit~tional 
military force ill super/lddition. to that of a standing army. 

The only idea' that ever occurred to England, or any free 
. country of Europe, I adopted, namely, that of a constitutional 
militia. At that time the idea of a volunteer force had not 
arisen;thel'efore, I adopted the idea which at that time 
appeared to be the best. The third great object I took up as 
necessary for this eountry, was alaw for limiting the duration 

.of parliaments. These were three' great; salntaryand noble 
objects; worthy of the enlarged mind of an enlarged country. 
I pUl'sued them with ardour, ]; do not deny it; but. I did not 
pursue them with intemperance; I am sure I did not appeal' to 
the public to do so; they gave my exertions many flattering 
testimonies of their' approbation. There is anotht;r proof that 
I was not intemperate; I was' successful; mtemperance 'and 
miscarriage are apt to go together,' but temperance and sue

.. cess' are associated by nature. ' This' is my plain history with 
'regard to that period. The clumsiness or virulence of invec
tive may require to be sheathed in a brilliancy of diction, bat 
plain' truth and· plain sense are best delivered in plain terms. 

I now come to that period in which Lord Harcourt governed,. 
· and which is stigmatized by the, word venal. I say, Lord 
· Harcourt's, for, in my consideration of his administration; I 
·will:jnclude that- of Lord Townshend. If every man- who 
:accepts an office is ve~al, and an apostate, I certainly cannot 
acquit myself of the charge, nor is it necessary: I should have 
so many associates in the crime, if ever there was Ii cl'ime in 
, what multitudes would defend. ~ am sensible, multitudes and 
• majorities would not be wanting to defend . that. But,· I say, 
either it is Ii crime or it is not; if it 'be a crime universally, 

'let it be universally ascr.ibed. But" Sir, I say, it is not fail' 
that one' set of· men should be treaLed by that honourable 

-member. as great friends and lovers oftheir country, notwith. 
, standing they are in office; and -another man, because he· was 
in office, lihould'be tl'eated as' an enemyimd an apostate? But 

i what is ~ the .truth~ Every thing of this liortdepends; upon 
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the principles oli which office is taken, and, on which it i$ 
retained: with: l'egard to' me, let no man imagine I am 
preaching up a doctrine for my own convenience; there is not 
a man·less concerned in the propagation of it. I have no" 
treaty with the right honourable gentleman on the floor" nOli 
slialll have any. 

Now, Sir, I shall beg leave shortly to state tlitt manner itt. 
which I accepted that office, . which 1 give you my word, I 
never wilIresume. It was offered to me in lhe most honour
able manner, w.ith an 81!surance riot only of being a placeman. 
fOl: imy own profit, but a minister for the benefit of my 
.country. My answer was, that I thought~ in a constitution 
such :as ours, an intercourse between the prince and the 
subject ought to be honourable, the being a minister ought to. 
l'edound to a man'lIIcredit; but I lamented that it often bap. 
pened otherwise: men in' office often gave up those principles· 
which they maintainedbefo.re. I told them,therefor~ that 
my objections were not to the going in'to office, but to following
tbe examples which I had sometimes seen before .me. 1 
men:tioned the public principles I held. I said, if consistently 
with .tho~e principles, from all atom of which I would not 
.depart, I could be of service to His Majesty's government, I 
was ready to be so. ".I speak in the presence of men who 
know what. I say. After the office had come over, and landed 
an this kingdom, I sent in writing to the chief governor, 
that I would not accept the office, unless upon that principle.' 

_ Thus, Sir, I took office; the administration before, I 
cpposed only in. part of it; in the first session of Lord 
Townshend, . I did not oppose; I never opposed Lord 
TownsheI)d till after his prorogation and protest: this 
appeared to me ari infamous violation of the privileges of 
Parliament. With regard to money-bills, and after that 
protest by which he endeavoured to make the journals of the 
House of Lords, instead of being the record of their privi
leges, the monument of ,their disgrace, I opposed bim: now, 
what did I oppose in that administration? The violation of 
the privilege of ,this HOLlie, with regard to money.bills, and 
;the wantoD augmentation of offices, by the division of the 
hoard of commissioners into two parts. In Lord Harcourt's 
.administration, what did I do? 1 had the two boards of 
commissioners reduced again into one. I do not say my 
single -voice effected this, but, as far as it had any efficacy, it 
insisted on having .the twelve commissioners again reduced to 
seyen., and the two boards to one,-a saving, including -the 
whole arrangement, of twenty thousand pounds a,.year to the 
nation; it went further, it. insisted to have every altered 
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money-bill tllrown' out, and Privy Councll 'money-bills not 
defended by the Crown. Thus, instead of giving sanction to 
the measures I had opposed, my conduct was, in fact, "to regis
ter my principles in the records of the court, to make the 
Privy Council a witness to the privileges of Parliament, and to 
TI~~ final energy to the tenets with which I commenced my 

Economv did not stop .with .the reduction of the commis
sioners bo;rds. The right hon. gentleman who has censured 
me, in' order to depreciate that economy, said, . that "we had 
jiwept with the feather of economy the pens and pnperoff 
your taWe ;" a pointed and a brillianrexpression is far from a 
just argument. .This country has no reason lobe ashamed 
of that species of economy, when the great nation of Great 
Britain has been obli~ed to descend to an economy as minute. 
Neither,Sir, was this, all: -it is not my fault if infinitely.more 
was not done for this country upon that occasion; they were 
offered a saving: they did not chuse to take it; they were of. 
fered the absentee-tax, and they refused it. I am not to 
blame:for that: it was part of the. saving proposed. If admi. 
nistration were wrong on that occasion, they wel'e wrong with 
the prejudices of half a century; they were wrong with every' 
great writer that had ever written upon the subject of Ireland; 
they were wrong with some of the .plainest principles, as it 
seems, of human nature, in their favour. I will suppose the 
determination not to accept it, to have been right, still it was 
meritorious in administration to· offer it; and to shew that I 
~as not under any undue influence of office, I appeal.to the 

. memory of many men present, whether, when the disposition 
. of the House was made to alter upon that subject; and when 
administration yielded, not· unwillingly, to the vi01ence of 
Parliament, I .appeal to the conscious and public knowledge 
of many, whetller I did veer and turn ab"out with the secre
tary, or whether I did not make a manly stanel in favour of 
that principle, after .having pledged myself to the public? I 
would rather .break with a million of administrations than 
retract? . . 

I not only adhered to it, but by a singular instimce of exer~ . 
lion, I forced· it a second time under the consideration of this 
House. . That this benefit ·was lost to this country, if it be a 
benefit, it was ·not my fault. One thing I must go back to; I 
had repeatedly pressed the bill. for limiting the duration of 
parliaments. In Lord Townshend's time, I brought it in 
finally, and crowned it with success: thus, I restored to the' 
universal community .of Irela,nd, \.8 right of whiCh they' had 

. been-robbed for .near a century, namely, their first and fun~ , . 
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damental- franchise as electore,' witbout which this House is 
but ,a shadow. And thilst after. having restored that- root 'of all 
tbeir'other rights in Lord'Tow.nshend's administration, after 
having restored -economy, _ and reduced twelv-e,commissioners 
io seven in'Lord Harcourt's, I went on,to the-othergl'eat mea
sure' which l. have mentioned, the-militia law;' and when a 
,right honourable gentleman (Mr. Ogle) moved that question, 
I engaged all the'interest I eould.: with .Government in behalf 
of it; I rose' up to setlond his motion, and· declared I would 
support him and his militia bill to the last;' accordingly; I gave 
hini the assistance of my poor' labours,. and, it -was carried., 
Thus, therefore; Sir, I say, that in that administration in which 
I accepted office, instead of relinquishing- my principles, I- pre
served them; instead of getting a minority to vote for them, 
I brought the majority to give an efficTent sanction to their 
truth, 'by entering into offiCe upon that occasion, and acting 
as Idid; I acted the part of an honest minister between the 
prince and the people; in doing so,. I think I was more a 
patriot than if, out of office~ I had made empty dec1amatkms 
on empty subjects, without any advantage to the public; 

Most of those who hear ,me, can recollect the state of this 
kingdom at the close of Lord Townshend's administration: 
I appeal to them all, and I ask what was then my repute in 
the nation; I will hot say it was the first, or the second, or 
the third; but did it not stand in an honourable'rank,. and 
among the foremost ratber than among- the last? In Lord 
Harcourt's government, the vice.treasurership WClS offered to 
me,accompanied with eve,'Y declaration that could render it 
acceptable to an honolirable mind., - When that offlce was 
offered t~ me, was my situation that of a reprobated man? 
Did the- administration of England send over an office usually 
'I'esen-ed for the Parliament of England, and offer it of their 
own accord, to a feprobated man? I take the facts of both 

-countries to disprove this calumny. Is it since, I have become 
a 'mark of obloquy? I flatter myself not. Lord Bucking
hamshire's administration succeeded. With regard to' Lord 
Harcourt's administration, the objection is, I did too much; 
the charge with regard to tbe other is, I did too little for it: 
.those two accusations run a little in contrary direction,and 
like a double poison, each may cure the operation of the other: 
but the fact is this, I acted not upon visions and imaginations, 
but on sound common sense, the best gift of God to man; 
which then told one, and still whispers, that some adminis
tratiOns deserve B more active support than others; that some 
administrations deserve 'a more active opposition than others, 
an4 that-some deserve little of either •. I adapted my conduct 
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to ,those three conditions. I did not run, headlong against 
Government at one time, and withGove~ment at another; 
but adapted my' conduct, as I ought to do, to what I saw, and 
what I felt. Did 1 support Lord Hn.rcour(? why? Because 
he gave ,me an influence ,in his councils. " , 

It is nonsense to say, a man is not t6 support his own coun
cils: but the nCXltadministration took another direction, and 
they did not give me any influence on their councils. What 
was the consequence? I did not give them support. Was 
there any thing more fair? I felt myself a man of tov much 
situation to be a mere place-man. If not a minister to serve 
my country, I would not be the tool of salary. What was 
the consequence? r voted with them in matters of importance, 
when they were clearly right; I voted against them in mat.,. 
ters of importance, when they were clearly wrong; and in 
matters of'small moment, I did not vote at all: and why? I 
scorned, by voting for them in stich matters, to seem to pay 
court: to vote against them in such matters would have 
been absurd.' What remained? Not to vote at all. If you 
call that absconding, going behind the chair, or escaping int~ 
tho corridore, call it what you please, I say it was right. 
This is my plain way of dealing; it is common sense. I told 
Lord Buckinghamshire, I would not' attend the cabinet 
councils of the sage Mr. Heron. WIl5 that duplicity? I 
think not. I did more; I sent my resignation to England, 
to the same friend through whom the first communication 
was made to me on the subject of office; but, from ideas of 
friendship to me, he took time to consider, and, at length, 
declined to deUver my resignation. 

I have said something to the middle period. I shall come 
to the third, viz. Lord Carlisle's administration,. ill. which 
my conduct has been slandered as the conduct 'of an incen
diary; when that idea took, place in some minds, I cannot 

,tell; but this I am sure of, that the right 'honourable gentle
man who censured me, was called an incendiary at that time, 
and so perhaps might I; but, I am .SUfe the right honour
able gentleman at that time did not think me an incendi~ry 
any more than himself; there was not a single instance, in 
which he did not c~operate. If I am an incendiary, I shaH 
gladly accept, therefore, of the society of that right honour
able, gentleman;· under tb«: same appe,l1~tion: but he laughed 
at the folly of the accusation at that time, and so do I now. 
If I was an incendiary, it was for moving what the Pal;
liaments of both kingdoms have since given their sanction .to: 
ifthatis. tO,be ~n. ince!1dia:y, God grant.! may ~on?l1ue so. 

In' thiS admmlstratlon It was, that I was dlsmls!Kld from 
office; now, Sir, I do not know' that, in general, my' dis-
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mission from office was thought any disgrace to me: I do not 
think this Hous~ or the nation thought me dishonoured by 
tbat dismission. The first day I declared those sentiments 
for which. I was dismissed - I remember it 'Well- I thought 
it for my honour; some very honourable and worthy gentle
men, some since dead, and some still alive, one of them whom 
I shall ever love, and shall ever lament; one of them, dead since 
to every thing but his own honour, and the grateful memory of 
his country; one of them, who thought me so little of thE\ 
character of an incendiary, that he crossed the House, to
gether with others, to congratulate me on the honour of my 
conduct, and to embrace me in open parliament. At that 
moment, I think, I stood clear of the imputation of being an 
incendiary. The character of an incendiary, therefore, seems 
to have been superinduced upon me of a sudden; it has 
sprouted out and germinated from that root of much evil, the 
simple repeal; since that moment only, it seems, that I have 
been going down in the opiI.1ion of the public; since that 
moment they have found out my character and conduct de
serve all reprobation, and deserve the l?rand of being an 
incendiary; and yet I can hardly prevail uPQn myself to think 
that this is the ca§.e; because, since that moment, I have 
received more honourable testimonies from· e'v-ery corner of 
the kingdom, than that right honQurable member has re-
ceived in the s.ame period. . .-: 

I shall return once more to the sentiments of that beloved 
character I have just described *: hewas a man, over whose 
life, or over whose grave, envy never hovers: he was a 
man, wishing ardently to serve his country bimself, but 
not wishing to monopolize the service, wishing to partake 
and W communicate tbeglory ~ what passed: be gave 
me, in bis motion for a free' trade, a full participation of the 
honour. Upon another occasion, he said, - I rem-ember 
tke 'WOrds; they are. traced with the pencil if gmtitude on 
my heart: he said, "tbat I was a man whom the mOft 
lucrative office in the land had never warped in . point of 
integrity." The words were marked; I am sure I repeat them 
fairly: they are words I should be proud to have inscribed 
upon my tomb. Consider the man from whom they came; 
consider the magnitude of the subject on which they were 
spoken; consider the situation of the persons concerned, and 
it adds to, and multiplies the honour. 
. My noble friend, I beg pardon, he did "not live to be en
nobled by patent, but he was born ennobled by nature; ,his 
situation at that moment was this: be ·had found himself 
obliged to surrender office, and enter into active <?pposition to 

*' The Right Honourable WRIter Hussey Burgh. 
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to those three conditions. I did not run ,headlong against 
Government at one time, . and with Gover~ment at another; 
but adapted my' conduct, ,as I ougbt to do, to what I saw, and 
what I felt. Did I support Lord Harcourt? why? Because 
he gave,me an influence-in his councils. ' 

Jt is n'onsense to say, a man is not t6 support his own coun
cils: but the ne~tadministration took another direction, and 
they did not give me any influence on their councils. What' 
was -theconsequence~ I did not give them support. Was 
there any thing more fair? I felt myself a man of tovmuch 

. situation to be a mere place-man. If not a minister to serve 
my country, I would not be the tool of salary. What was 
the, consequence? I voted witb them in matters of importance, 
when tbey were clearly rigbt i I voted against them in mat
ters of importance, when they were clearly wrong; and in 
matters of small moment, I did not vote at all: and, why? I 
scorned, by voting for them in sli~ matters, to seem to pay 
court: to vote against' them in such ,matters would have 
been absurd; 'Vhat remained? Not to vote at, all. If you 
call that absconding, going behind the chair, or escaping into 
tbe corridore, call it what you please, I say it was right. 
This is my plain way of dealing; it is commOn sense. I told 
LOl'd Buckingbamshire, I would not' attend the, cabinet 
councils of the, sage Mr. Heron. Was that duplicity? I 
think not. I did more; I sent my resignation to England, 
to the' same friend through w40m th& first communication 
was made to me on the subject of office; but, from ideas of 
friendship to me, he took time to ~onsider, and, at length, 
declined to deliver my resignation. . 

I have said somethin" to the mid,dle period. , I s11811 come 
to the third, viz. Lor~ Carlisle's administration,.in. which 
my conduct has been slandered as the conduct 'of an incen .. 
diary; when that idea took, place in some minds, I cannot 

,tell, but this I am sure of, that the right· honourable gentle-
man who censured me, was called an incendiary at that time, 
and so perhaps might I i hut I am ,sure the right honour
able gent'eman at that time did not'think me an incendiary 
any more than himself; there was not a single instance in 
which he did nQt co-operate. If I am an incendiary, I shall 
gladly accept, therefore, of the' society of that right honour
able, gentleman, under the same appe,Ilation: but he laughed 
at the folly of the accusation at that time, and so do I now. 
If I was an' incendiary, it was for moving what the r~ 
!iamen~ of both k!ngdo~s have since given their san,ction .to: 
If that IS to be an mcendlary, God grant I may contmue so.· . 

In' this administration it was, that I walt dismissed from 
office; now, Sir, I do not know' that, in general, my' dis. 
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power, let me c.orn~ :to a highly respectable body, the corps 
Of ~awyers in this 'country, who, after six months' ,meditation, 
by a co~mittee chosen by,ballot, gave their, sanction to .that 
opinion, which is, the opinion of an incendiary, if I deserve 
that name. If Lord ,Mansfield be an incendiary, if the,Par-' 
liainent of England be·an incendiary, if the corps of lawyers 
are incendiaries" if the Ulster delegates are, incendiaries" if 
the Connaught delegates are incendiaries, and all the societies 
who have joined that opinion throughout the ki,ngdom, .ifan. 
of these be inc~ndiaries, in the name of God let me be added. 
to the number, and let me be an incendiary too: but though; 
I may ~e flICk anJncen.diary, I will never be that which would, 
deserve thenl,lme ;.1 will never, by any hollow composition, 
']ay the seeds of ·future dissention: I will go clearly and. 
,fully to the work: I will. be satisfied, when satisfaction is 
givenimy nature is as prone to satisfaction, and as distant, 
from chagrin as that of any man •. I appeal to those who know. 
mefrom.rny-childhood,first,at a public school, then at the 
university of this kingdom, then. at ~heuniversity of Oxford, 
and after\fards~ duriug twenty-fo1,lryears, taking no very prio: 
'vate part within th~ walls of this House - I have spoken to 
facts.. I. do n.ot ~meari j.o arraign; any man may be mis-, 
taken~' an~ I wish to suppose any man to be really ,mistaken 
rather than to be sa intendE:4Iy. I would rather reconcile all, 
men to, the public, than make unnec;essary divisions. But 
though I .wou~d do "every. thing a man ,can do to prevent 
diss~ntion, I can~ot bEt expected to sacrifice,my character to 
unlimited obloquy. . ... 

Sir, . one circumstance' I, must mention, a~' it is somewha~ 
; extr~ordinary •• It has been said bysom~ authority .on that 
side;o!:the q~estion, t}t~J: I .. a~ the ... ou~cas~ ,?f Government 
a11(\ 01 my prlI?ce: certamly, ~Il·, fn}': dlsml~s~on ,from offi.ce 
was attended With the extraor~mary. c\rcum,stance of iqydls
missi.on from council; th~refore, I suppose it is, that the right 
honourable member ha~ called me, t\Je outcast of Government 
and of my prince. . It. certainly, Sir, was an extraordinary 
transaction; but it was done in the case of Mr. Pulteney" it 
was' done in' the case of the. Duke of Devonshire; therefore, 
I suppose it will: not be a decisive proof of any reprobated.or 
factious ch~racter in the person to whom it happened. It is the 
first time it has been mentioned to my disadvantage. , It 'was 
in thE! House.of Lords of England, mentioned to the disad
vantage of the minister.who was supposed to have done it .by a 
most respectable character; it was thought not to my dishonour 
here; it was thought not to my dishonour iq the House of Lords 

. of J,ela~d, ~here. I _hav~ lateJy received rrom ~ very eminent. 



No.4.] MR. FLOOD'S DEFENCE. 337 

peer, the sanction of sentiments very different from these. 
In a word, it is but the sentence of one torigoc,.and upon 
that .tongue I leave it. I do not, however, pretend to dispute 
a min:'sterial filct, which a gentleman in confiuence alleges. 
He ha!l been in the confidence of the Duke of Portland; he 
is as much a minister as any man who is not in office. 

Thus much, thercfOl'e, I must give to this ministerial asser
tion, that I shall find it impossible for me, under ,such an 
interdict, tR pay my respects at His Majesty's Castle of 
Dublin, wllich otherwise I should be prompt to discharge; 
and. I mention it thus publicly, that my absence may not be 
interpreted into any want of the most perfect duty and loyalty 
to my prince, or of the greatest respe,ct to the nobleman who 

,presides there. I am not a man formed to court proscription; 
I will not seek disgrace; let it remain in its den; I will not 
revoke it. 

Sir, I have trespaised too long, and I am opp·ressed 
"'ith the weight and multitQde of thanks which lowe 
you and the House; I have troubled you too long upon 
a private subject, but, with yOU1~ permission,. I will endea
vour to make amends on the·~n;xt.,day,. by bringing before
you a subject of 'more .. importance~·;"'Jhe~ .. economy of the 
nation. I beg pardon for what I have saul; I. have' pro
mised too much; I am in your jpr}glllimt; whether I shall do 
it. You'have heard what ha~ passel:!. upon my su\,Jject; I 
appeal to you, if I am, that fha'racter tIlat has lJecn drawn; 
if I am that character in any'degl'ee, do 1I0t deprecate your 
justice; but I call for it" and exhort you, for yourselves'nnd 
your country, to get rid of a member who would be un
worthy to sit ,among you. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 

z 
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