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DEDICATION.

TO THE

PEOPLE OF IRELAND.

I DEDICATE to you the followihg' Speeches,*
for-to you they peculiarly belong; they were
delivered in defence of your rights and your
liberties ; and they contributed to make Ire-

land an independent nation.

They abound with precepts: of philosophy,
of morality, and of religion ; and are founded
in the spirit of genuine liberty. They furnish
instruction to statesmen and to ministers, and

contain advice for the people and the King:

If they should contributé to the public good,
they will accomplish the object of a life passed
in the service of his country
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And that the prmc1ples which they contain
may tend to make the Sovereign secure and

beloved, and s éuéjecté prosperous and free,
Is the'heredita;ry wish
of your Countryman,
 HENRY GRATTAN.,

November, 1821I.
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INTRODUCTION®

£ BT Ty

Tuest volumes' may sérve *4s* 4 Index tothe His-
tory .of .Ireland.-~ They explain theéfornd of: govern-
ment prior td the’ penod of 1782, and thé oppressive
Taws"imposed “ipon the Irish’ people, “and " show by
what -meastited their sitiation” was" altered "and "iin-
proved ;..they set. forth the condltxon of sthe Roman
Catholic; and_the _progress. made in repealmg the
laws’ by which ‘he was. aggneved ,they comprise ‘the
best penod of the Irish-nation; ‘the ‘tise and fall of”
her Independent Constitution.-- = * . -:* 5 (wlf

*"The speeches~ -have- been--collected from the most
«authentlc sources.to which the Editor-could procure
...Some of them. never appeared.in Mr. Grat-
tan s life me, and many of them were rev1sed or
noted by him. “The matter Whlchrlit wa&thougbt ne-
cessary fo connect with the several speeches, has
been carefully selected ; but where the subjects are so
numerous and various, erfors may have madvertently
occurred. Thelist of the divisions on some qnpoftant
questions’ have béen 1nserted,_‘w1th Z:view to ren er
justice .to - the memory .of hopourable-meny;and to
‘fransmit.to posterity  the- names. of *thdse who stood
forward-in ‘defence of the‘ Freedofﬂ ‘and “Constitution
of their Country. = 7" we A g iav:

.. M. Grattan; seldom. wratel oute’moté than vtHe
heads of his speech, and the principal arguments on
which he.meant to rely, and it was-only at the in:’
stance of his, friends that he could be induced ta
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give'in writing the substance of what he had spoken.
There remain several abstracts of important subjects,
but in a state tod- imperfect to be of any service.
Several of his speeches have, in consequence, beeh
lost, and among these several of the early ones,
which he always considered as the best. Nothing
-remains- of those on.the Irish embargo in 1776;
on the employing 4000 Irish troops in America;
on the repeal of Poyning’s law; the Irish tenantry
bill, the pension list, and the free trade in 1779.
At that period, the debates in the Irish parliament
were not reported with any degree of correctness,
so that not only the speeches in question, but
those also of the other leading characters of that day,
are for ever lost to posterity. It is to be regretted,
that Mr. Flood has left but little behind him, and
that Mr. Burgh, Mr. Daly, and Mr. Yelverton, have
left nothing.. We can form no just idea of their
ability, of their eloquence, of their constitutional
principles, and their able arguments on behalf of the
freedom of their native land ; and though the fame
of these great men is known by their acts, and though
it lives, recorded in the annals of their country, yet
justice is not rendered to their memory, since’ it
-remains deprived of the bold and splendid monuments
which were reared by these strenuous asserters of
liberty, and which would have perpetuated the elo-
quent evidence of their virtues, their talents, and
their achievements.

- . The style of Mr. Grattan’s speaking was strikingly
.remarkable, — bold, figurative, and empassioned ; al-
ways adapted to the time and circumstance, and
peculiarly well suited to the taste and temper of* the
audience that he had to address. His speech on the
declaratlon of right, it is said, was delivered with a

- 13
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singular degree of enthusiasm, and some individuals
who were present declared that,. towards -the con-
clusmn, they almost fancied it was the speaking of a
‘man who was inspired. Much must be attributed to
the spmt-stlrrmg subject: ther under discussion 3
much also to the fervent character of Irish eloquence,
and last, though not least, to the ardent genius and
a.mmated _nature -of an individual whose mind was
fraught. with a just sense of his country’s wrongs,
and who was -impelled by the powerful motives of
affection, of duty, and of patriotism.

Towards his latter days, paulo deferbuerat oratio. In
‘the latter part of his career, his arguments were more
Closely arranged ; thele was less ornament, but more
fact and reasoning, less-to dazzle the sight, and
more to convince the understanding ; there was
nothing open, nothing chmky, it'was welded iron, it
was beaten steel, it was a panoply on all sides round,
" undique tectum, tutumque.

Perhaps nothing was more remarkable. than' the
difference in the audltory that he.had to address in
the Irish and the Imperial Parhament, and the com-
plete success that attended his effortsin both countries.
In the English House, his course was comparatively
tranqml ~but in Ireland it was different, koc opus,
-hic labor, he had to awaken and inspirit an oppressed
) nauon, not yet grown to a knowledge of her nrrhts,
or.a sense of her importancé ; to mculcate in the
minds of the people, the value of a free Constitn.
tion ; to mark the wrongs to which they had been
doomed to submit ; to instruct them what they had
a ng’nt to demand ; and to shake off the chains
‘which had not only curbed their action, but cramped
their understanding. Meanwhile they were to be
cautioned and protected against the headlong courses .
almost mseparable from great popular bodles seekmtr
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ﬂgeg.r long, lgst nghts, and natural even aﬂet‘ theu
egoye*ry; jeast that, in shakmg off the supremacy of
Br1ta1n, the - connection between ‘the two

1;1 ;- hould .be endangered, ‘and revolution
sbou,ld verge t towards separation.

;_,.,.,.;_,...._. Here he had need
All circumspection.

“Treland had beeri §0 arbitrarily govemed ‘and the
people were 5o’ oppressed, that it'was a ‘matter of
danger as well as boldness, even to state ‘the’ gnevl
ances or. the rights of the subject ‘Molyneux|

wift, and Lucas, were singular and illustrious: ex:

mples of this melancholy truth; the’champions of
Ttish hberty, and her martyrs ; the writings of the
first were burned, those of the second prosectted,
4ind 'the person of the third was banished. Primate
ﬁoulter, in h1s letters, says the works of Swift ‘end
aangered the connection; the Irish ‘government
oﬂ'ered a reward for the dlscovery of the author}
xd proceeded against the printer in a manner thé

ost axbxtrary -and unconstitutional.” The British
House of Commons resolved, that the celebrated
WOrk ‘of Molyneux, ¢ The Case of Ireland,” was dan:
gerous and seditious, and calculated to shake the
dependence of Ireland upon Great Britain! The
grand jury presented the writings of Lucas; the
Judge condemned them, the House of Commons
denounced ‘them, and the author was banished from
his’ country, —that country whose libérties he-had
asserfed Nevet was such a thraldom known in any
age of mation ; the- people had’ neither law nor li
berty, hor educatlon, nor’ manufacture, nor com-
merce ; the House of Commons could ongmate no-
thig 3 “tié! Privy - Council ‘could  alter:‘or' suppress
their bills ; the Parliament was during the life of the
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King; the judges were dependent on his. pleasure 5
the customs and excise ‘were granted £6'the® ‘Hé%d-
for” evef 3" the” mutiny bill was’ perpetﬂal £ piannt
f'actures were discouraged, and: trade" prohlbltéd}'
AS to 'the Catholics; they were a proscnbed 'Tace)
and possessed neithér rights of ‘person, ‘of’ plopeﬂ:y
or of religion. Anidea of the mode of government
can be formed from this - circumstance, that it was
not until the-time of -James the First that.the mur-
‘der.. of .an Irlshman ‘was consxdered a crime; it was
merely .an .offence punishable by fine. Such had
been the:state  of .Ireland. . Every | thmo' was terror,
desolatlon, and ,rapme‘

, Time, had- removed. some, ;and perhaps - soﬁened
many, of .these evils; habit had rendered others lese
mtolerable, ‘and the native character of the mhabu:,
ants had done, much to: mitigate the severity.of a
barbarous code. But it was not until the period of
1782 that the system was overturned, the Iast veStxge
of, civil tyranny was effaced,and the. dawn of _.Iel
gxous hberty at length began to appear, The patr;ots
of: that day undertook this Herculean. labour ;m;'f,
ﬂeterrmned to cleanse the island from Lentre 'to , Cilp
cumference, they . commenced with cautlon, and. pro-
ceeded. with temper, with moderatlon, and. w1th ﬁrm-
ness. Mr. Flood and Mr. Yelverton selected ‘the Law
of foynlngs, Mr. G. P. Bushe, the Perpetual Mutmy
Bills; Mr.:Gardiner and Sir Hercules: Langns
the;\Penal, Code;, Mr. Grattan and Mr. Brown"lov}

attacked. the Supremacy of. the British_ Paphament i
Mr. Burgh and Mr. Daly a551sted in all these;varlous
operations; -and, the' meetmgs at Charlemont House
supenntepded and directed the ‘wholé, They yyere
at-the ; sate time supported by great auxﬂlanes L3 tﬂe
American. war ; the depressed  state of the, fortunes.
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of Great Britain ; and the weakness of Lord North’s'
administration. They seized the opportunity with:
promptitude and Judgment they proclaimed aloud
the grievances  and. injuries of the natlon, and’
the rights and liberties to which she was' entitled-
by compact and by nature. The tone which they
assumed was strong, because it was necessary; for'
the only way to recover the lost liberties of the
country was by an-appeal to the people. - To make’
that appeal was easy ; but to make it with success
was a matter of difficulty ; and herein consists the
great merit of the men of that day, and in particular
of Lord Charlemont and Mr. Grattan: They ex-"
cited a great body ; they roused them to a sense of
their country’s wrongs ; they appealed to their spmt
they applied to their passions ; they invoked in aid
every sentiment and feeling likely to operate on the
mind of a sanguine and a sensitive people, — shame,
pride, indignity, honor, and revenge. This body they '
not - only called into ‘action, but they directed its
resolves, controlled its motions, and guided all its oper-
ations, with surprising wisdom and dexterity. Their
moderation was the more singular, a3 their power ‘and
resources were great. Not a showy troop of horse,
or a raw company of foot, but a nation in arms ; —
the body of the people instructed, trained®, dlSCl-
plined, -and headed by the nobility and aristocracy
of the kingdom: Never was there beheld so g]o-
rious a crusade in'the cause of justice and of free
dom. Never was there a political navigation in
which ' lay so many shoals, and so few channels, in
Whlch such false hghts were held out to the mex-

"% See the return and list of the voluntéers in the Appendnx to
) the Miscellaneous Works of Mr. Grattan.
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penenced marmels 3 and yet,in ‘WllICh, amijdst all the -
various and. comphcated .dangers ;that -surrounded:
them, the. vessel of .the state was plloted ‘with; such
admirable, steadiness and dexterity, not; merely in-
sa,fety, l)ut with triumph. _ :
. The singular and memorable- Revolutxon of 1782 :
desxgned by Lord Charlemont, and. Mr: Grattan, was -
eﬁ'ected by the yolunteers ;. their bold but judicious:
resolves on the state of the country; their ad-
dresses to- the popular members; and the answers,
or ratlier the advice given to them in answet ;- their .
mllltary meetmgs ;, their provincial reviews; their
martial air;. their regulated ‘deportment,:and their
temperate langua.ge, not. merely excited ‘a spirit of. -
liberty, but. diffused a union and. harmony through~
out all classes of men, and contnbuted to -accoms
plish the-object which their leaders had in view. The -
popular party in the House of Commons, thus en~
_COuraged front - without, became emboldened, and.
acqmred strength and spirit, feeling such a body at;
hand to aid and® suppmt them., Meanwhile the go-
vernment beheld in’ sxlence, events ‘which it had. no:
longer the power to control.. The ministerial .party.
gradually became Weaned from their habitual -
obedience o the mandates of the government.
They abated somewhat of their opposition to the
-measures. of the patriotic members ; .and' some..of
thém even held negotiations’ with the. chiefs of.
the opposmon Thus, by a rare. and felicitous.
unioh, was that great question- -carried. which M.
Grattan had so often proposed 3. thus was a |great
revolution effected without bloodshed and- thus
did Treland at length become an mdependent nation.
"To the strenuous exertions of a few patriots she
owed Heér liberty ; she was‘also indebted for it to her-
own moderation ; the volunteers stated their griev-
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ances.simply, but firmly ; they felt they had arms in
their hands, and knew they would be more formid-
able if they used the language of discretion. With &
host of grievances they avoided clamour; with many

- threats to deter, and artifices to deceive, they stood

firm and unmoved ; and, with great and grave autho.
rity to mislead them, they remained-unseduced and
unterrified. After they had recovered the independ-
ence of their_country, they proceeded no further,
and in their moderation they discovered true great-
ness. They form an era in the history of mankind ;
they exhibit to posterity a splendid example ; and
show what a nation can achieve, when governed by a
spirit of union, and .influenced by the principles of
hberty.

To establish Mr. Grattan’s fame for eloquence. a
few select speeches might have sufficed; but to
‘preserve the record of his political life was a service
of greater value. To transmit the entire of his public
conduct to posterity, was a debt due not only to the
individual, but to the nation’; on hi® part to show his
early and incessant anxnety for - her welfare ; his
repeated efforts on her behalf; his attachment to

 Irish independence and to British connection; to the
interest of the Protestant as well as the nghtq of the
Catholic 3 and, in the service of both, his long, his
unwearied, and, to use his own words, kis despcrate
Jedelity. On. the part of Ireland, too, it was incum.
bent - to pourtray her wrongs; her struggles for
freedom § her deliverance from political thraldom ;
her . progress .in the "cause of civil and religious
liberty ; :and likewise to record the noble efforty of
those patriotic men, who, in 1800, were proof.against
temptation and -menace ; and who under every dis-
advantage -honourably stood forth to defend and
preserve her independent constitution, and remove -
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f'Fonﬁ Utheir Cliaractdr the lasting™ dxsvrace. of- havm‘g
basery sold the rights and llbertles of their couhtryf H
£ Mr: Grittan’s arvument on the questior of simple
_répeal, arid M+, F lood’s two' speeches, ‘together: with
his defence, have been' inserted ‘ini-thé Appendlrtd‘
_ the First Volume. - It was the wish of ‘M. Grattan
ihﬁ ﬂley—* should: ‘be- published - alomg - with “his
o Remarks +* the point in dispute can’at the present
diyocéasion no - intérest ; to” many it will appear to
havé been on«rmal]y of httl\, moment: - Whether the
c)’:um ‘of England- to make laws for Ireland .was
exti nguished, by an act of repea.l "of renunciatior, or
&sci:mnev* -whether: the ‘proceedings were simple
or“comple\r, ‘effected by:a single-act of parliament,
or by a course of treaty (wluch latter was the case);
Gan-now be-of little concern, and at’the' moment was
fibt aorth “the cavil, inasmuch as the guestion was
éffectually settled ; 1st, Ireland and her ‘volunteers
Ravinig ‘denied and -resisted the claim of England, -
dnd," .‘?.nd ‘England, ' her parhament and her courfs of
jualcature, havmu' ceased to exercise the power.. I
Wis faétlous, therefore, to complam of the wording of .
4 inéisare which in effect was accomplished, and was
fuﬂf guaranteed by the consent of the.constituted.
axig'hormes of both islands. The ‘question, -hawever,
gaverise {t6 more serious consequences than the
_mémarable dlspute between Mr. Grattan' and -Mr.
Flood:: - Tt tended to excite a'spirit of discontent.iny
Irelaiid ;- to create adistrust of England ;- and, at thd
Véry momenﬁ that the latter was yleldmg to measure§
most: advantaoeous and ‘Denéficial to! the former;: i€
dast 'a>doubt on hei - sincerity 5 itchecked ghe full
éateeiof ‘national gratitude, and, sowed.id the Jrisly
bOsom fresh seeds of jealousy; when.every. fegling
should have been -that:of: Jeoncord, nnd ‘every: sentis
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ment should bave been that of satxsfactlon. Further,
1t destroyed the fuendshlp ‘that sub51sted“between
two mdwlduals, whose co-operation, could never haye
been, so well employed as in the service of ‘their
country‘, \and whose united efforts, as it subsequently
rappeared .were but scarce sufficient, (as they were
mdlspensab]y lequxslte,) to secure the. new-bom
heedom and commerce of thelr country.. .

The chief measures that Mr. Grattan supported
‘and many of which he ploposed and carried, were as
follows : —~the Free Trade of 1779 ; the Tenantry
Bill of 1780 *; the Independent Constitution of 1782 5
“the Repeal of the Law of Poynings, brought in by
Mr. Yelverton ; a limited Irish Mutiny Bill, intre-

_duced by Mr. Gervase Parker Bushe; the Romﬁn
Catholic Bills of 1778 and 1781, proposed {)y
l\Ir. Luke Gardiner; that of 1792, by Sir Hercules
Langl ishe ; that of 1793, brought i in by Mr, Hobart
that in. the Impenal Parliament, in 1813, Besxdes
these, were various measures and resolutlons, which
he proposed in the Irish parhament in fayor of tl;e
Roman Catholics; the proceedings of the opposxtlon,

‘Leases of lives renewable for ever is a species of” tenanéy
very common in Ireland. Unless the tenant, on the expiration bf
;the lives, -applied within a given time. for new: ones -his interest
was gone ; and to preserve -the tenant’s right from forfeiture, was
the object of this bill. The circumstances attending the measure
strongly mark the  sense of justice which actuated Mr. Grattan.
’)Xn intimaté friend of his requested him to delay the bill for ten
.dlays, in order that he might. institute legal proceedings, and ren-
ider void leases, of very considerable value, but Mr. Grattan, re.
fused the request. His own case, however, was more remarkable.
Much of ‘his property consisted in tenancies of this sort; and a
‘Very'valuable lease had been forfeited to him, and would have
.atgmented his income tnore than a thousand a year, but he waived
sthe forfelture, sent to the tepant, granted the renewal, and, accept-
;ing the o}d | rent,, thus .gave away for ever his right to a consider-
able property.



'xxrnonﬁcrrom Uxix

mtii 1egald to the Prince of Wales, at ,the penod of
the retrerICy, in’ 1789 ; the’ Plaee Bill, the | PensxOn
'Bill,’ amf ‘the’ Responsnblhty Bill, biOUght in by
Mr‘ I'orbes, various motions regardmg ﬁthes,
recardmo‘ retlenchment to control the" public
expendltule ‘to reduce the commissionérs of Excise
Ynd ’Revenue to reou’late the Channel tnade, to
_obtam for Ireland A traae with ‘China and the East
fndles 5 the bill for Reéform’ in Parliament; brou«rht
in’ by . 1\/Il W B. Ponsonby, whi¢h he declared was
gaXcelleot in its prov1sxons, and 1nd1spensable fm the
lj;f)el,tfes‘of Ireland:

Tihé p11f1c1pal méasures wluch he’ opposed were
tile celeblaled Commermaf Proposmons, mtroduced
by ‘Mr. ()rde, as_altered by Mr. Pitt; thé sale of
honors in f,he House of Peers, to purchase seats f(')r
g mment in the House of Commons 3 5 ‘the. pro-

edmgs adopted on the recal of Lord F1tzwxlllam ;
tE “Convention Bill, inftroduced by-Lord Clare; the
me@sures pursued in ‘the administfation’ of Lofd

amden ; the Gunpowder Bill; the Disarmament of
the' Notth; the Proclamation of General Laké, dnd
;he,gxqesses of, the Military: \these all called forth
his:strenuons opposition..
velri <1800 he' “came * into I’arlzament purposely to

ﬂqge e Union.
orrdm, the Jmperial Parliament he repeatedly mfro-
diced.: the: Roman . Catholic. Question, and’ nearly
suéceeded in carrying his Bill through the . House;.
the Theastire’ ‘being' defeated only by a maJonty of
ur.’”°The other questxons ‘of moment on ‘which fie
spoke, were the Orders in Coungil ;. the Walcfleren
.Expedition; the motion of Lord Archibald Hamilton,
regarding’ Lord Castlereagh ‘the questlon rof Insh
Tlthes the” grant ‘to’ Maynooth*College’; "the Trish

: a2
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Conventlon Act sy the Irish Insurrectlon Act; the
Wak, \with" >Buonéparte if 1815 ; nd somé Todat
HiRaSires S with® ‘egard to Ireland these 5cdn’:;‘)use:
Alheit the whole of his parliamentary career] =~
°!Y1'he1§peeches on- the' Declaration of* Right and on
the Roman Catholic : ‘Question, are those 'best pre-
séfVed,’ﬁnd‘ afford fine specxmens of eloquence : they
areréoniceived. in “the genuine spirit of freedom and
téleration,’ dnd are replete 1 with practlcal lessons iof
c}larlty énd religions S
*When the: Cathohc Questlon was first mtroduced
i the Irish House;, Mr. Grattan, (and Mr. Dems
Browne: who supported 'it)‘ ¢ould scarcely obtain a
hehrmg, and such was the spirit- of the times that;’
viheéri'the  petition -of ‘the Roman Catholics was
rejected,- -Sir Henry’ Harstorige ‘brought " it ‘down to
the bar and actially kicked it out of the house. "The’
question, however, gradually made ‘way: it was
-enforced by Mr. Grattan with peculiar earnestness,
for his uniform opinion was, that that question must"
decide the fate of Ireland as a nation ; and that nd
othier method rémained for the country to preserve
heér constitution, except by ‘enrolling all classes i in her
rdnks, and i impar ting to all her citizens equal’ rxghts
and’ prwxleges. "Concessions tothe Roman Catholics
had gone, Pari Passu, with the free-trade and indé:
_peéndence of the country; the relaxations, inf 1778
and 1781, were mainly instrumental to carry the
great ‘events of 1779 and 1782; impressed with the’
idea of its extreme necessity, Mr. Grattan urged ré4!
peatedly the question of Emancipation ; and never did
he prophesy so truly as when he exclaimed, * Tke day
you' "re_']ect the Catholic Question that day you vole' the
Union.”” Hé entertained in the Imperlal Parliament
a’similar sense of' its importance, and -in ‘one of* his’
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fafter speeches he, in like mannery says,. (il e.day yeuy
reject the Catholic Question you votc sthe separafion. of;
-the two Countries.”, The paper. which hé dictated.a;
few hours before his ‘death, ‘contains a, fnrther £on-
ﬁr;natmn of this, his solemn conviction. ) ;s (s
- &Khe Cominercial. Proposmons in 17835, dxew forth.
the active opposition. of the. aristocracy of - Ireland,.
and roused all the spirited. exertions of Mr, Grattan,
and Mr. Flood. It was Mr. Grattan’s opinion, that if.
adopted as at first proposed they would.have served
Ireland, but:he -advised that Mr. Orde should not
stir the questlon, unless he was.certain that, it could;
be .carried.- The minister, however, pretended or;
imagined that he could succeed, and accordingly ten.
resolutions were propoged 3 but when to these werey
added ten more, prepared. by Mr: Pitt, one of whlch
- requlred the assent of the Irish parhament to all coms
mercial acts, to be adopted by Great- Britain, -the
Insh _people: naturaﬂy' imagined ;that. this. was{an
attempt by the British- minister;, to- reassume for, h],q
country a legislative power over Ireland, and they
loudly exclalmed against them,. Atthe Trish; proposix
tions, Enoland grew alarmed for-her commerge ;| af;
tl)g :Engh.sh proposmons, Ireland. trembled “for. her
selzed w1th a pamc, and under that mﬂuence they
loaded ﬂle table of the House-of Commons: with
petitions, most numerous, -and in thexr sentiments and
apprehensmns the most extravagant.. The Bill intro:
dpgced by, Mr. Orde was accordmtrly condemned, and
the:measure was prudently abandoned.; . .
+The subject of tithes was one that occupled mug:h
of Mr. Grattan’s attention, His labour and research:
‘opr;that question were . immense.. - The. papers, the
statements, and calculations, from various parts of the
a3
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country, ,on that 1mpoxtant subject, and his remaxks
upon, them, would comprise a large. volume ; and
the . fact,s whlch they state, and many of Wh.lCh ap-.
peax; in Mr, Grattan’s speeches, furnish. strong and
melancho}y proofs of the great defect which still exists.
in this part of the domestlc system in Ireland. T he
Barren Land Bill was the only part of his plan which
succeeded. Prejudice and interest roused a powerful.
body to oppose a measure which would have pro-
‘tected the peasantry from great oppressxon, ~— have,
secured to the church an ample provision, and which
many individuals of the establishment afterwards
regretted had not proved successful.

The Reﬂency was the first and severest trial of the
Irish constitution. When the accounts of His
Majesty’s illness, in 1789, arrived from England, it
was contended by the partisans of the govern-
went, that the interference of Ireland was an
usurped cexercise of right, and one ‘incompatible,
‘with, the connectlon between the two countries.,
Such arguments, and, such terrors, eafrerly propa-.
gated by the old opponents of the independence of’
the country, were refuted by the event ; and by, the:
conduct of the leaders. of the opposition, who showed,
that the regard with which- they viewed the connec-,
tion between the two countries was not Iess sacred,
than that Wthh they entertamed for the constitution.,

Mr. Grattan. took a principal and a decided part.
on that occasion; and whatever of faction (if any
there waﬁ) that mixed in the proceedings of that,
day, none can be traced to him. His determination
(if his friends,had come into power) was, like that i m
1782, in 1795, and i in 1806, not to accept office. He,
maintained. that the Prince of Wales should be: ap-,
pomted Regent of Ireland without. _restrictiong}

17
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and ‘he defended thé claim of Ireland {0 mlerfef&'l"ﬂ‘
such ‘appointment ; pointing ‘out’ how <thsrighty’
of the- ‘peoplé should be exerciséd on’ ‘suick aﬁ emért!
gericy, s0 as to uphold the prerogatives of the’ ‘crowh}!
and," during the virtual though temporaty’ 3emlse off
the’ soverelgn, to preserve them mvwlate lm hose
hands soever Parhament mlaht thmk propel‘ to en-
trust them.

"The' question ‘was, however, cbnsxdered by Mr.
Grattan as an unfortunate event for Ireland. It
showed the only point where separation was percept-
ible.. "It furnished timid men with plausxble, ‘though'
groundless, apprehensions. It'made ar enemy of ﬂle
minister, and it made no friend of the King.

In addition, it led to.the hostility of the Lord’
Lieutenant, who refused to comply with the resolu-:
tions of* the Lords and Commons,. declaring ‘that to:
transmit their address to the Prince of Wales would"
be 1ncompat1ble with his oath of office. ~The cose:’
quence was a contest between him and ‘both’ housesz
of parliament, ‘and 1 vote of censure was passed orf”
his conduct, which caused his departure from'thé:
kingdom.' Then followed the introduction of corrup‘;
practices' in the government, of eorrupt mchvxdua.ls’
into parliament, the sale of peerages, the promotlon
of Lord Clare to the seals, arid the singular’ selection!
of a néw Lord Lieutenant in the person of the Earl'
of Westmorland. Mr. Grattan, Mr. Ponsonby, ands
Mi: Curran "complained and remonstrated aoamst‘
thesé measures loudly and repeated[y — but in’ vaui.

::i'The next important crisis, and (hke ‘the precedmg)‘
an anfortunate one, that occurred in Ireland hnd n
which ‘M. Grattan took a leading part, * was " “the!
eventful period of Lord Fitzw ilham s adthinistration.’
Theyear 1795 was the season ‘of hatiorial flope And

. ‘a 4
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d;sayppmntment, torie that ‘produced - cmsequencek
@ngraﬁédielt, ‘and: left impressions; scarcely 'yet teb
moved, frm: the minds of  the people. of “Ireland!
The ;Epu'lt -and -intention of Lord Fitzwilliam’s rapt
pointent was concession.. ‘So it unquestionably was
ropsidered by. the leaders of the opposition. - There
was a clean and distinet understanding with -the
British minister that something should be: done’ for
Ige\land .Mr, Grattan bad gone over to London, and
had several. meetmgs and conferences with Mr. Pitt;
and suclz was his impression. - Hé accordingly: acted
on tlns ddea, and with all that promptitude and bold-
ness whlch formed, perhaps, .the most prominent
feat,uxe in his character.. On the arrival of the Lord
Lleutenant, he.moved the address to His Majesty, in
lus mstance, a novel and unprecedented occurrencej
and he shortly after urged, without delay, those mea~
sures to which his party stood pledged, and which
hg gangeived to be mecessary for the welfare of the
country; He was induced to press them thus rapidly,
Qgcause after the Duke of Portland had condemned:
Mz, Pitt’s government in Ireland, the acquiescence:
of Lord Fitzwilliam: in the old system would have"
beep ploductlve of . greater evils than those even-
which afterward occurred ;.inasmuch as it would haVe ‘
shovm the people that there was no party of the upper
orders in either country on whom they could have ’
the least depenc.ence, and in that case his continuance '
v»ould’ have been more productive of insurrection’’
than his.recal.  Besides, Mr. Grattan well knewthe“
character of the British winister, and was justly’ ap- .
pichensive that his new-born affection for- Ireland
m,xg};t cool, and the obligation for the largest supply
ever glanted by her parliament would be for gotten +'!
the event proved it. The object of the minister had
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been gained ; —i-from Ireland he had gotten ‘money for
‘his mar 3i.in, England he had. strengthened: his pal‘t}
by detaching. the. opposition ;. .all fnendly disposit
tion . towards: Ireland, (if ever entertained with sin-
cwty,) was quickly effaced ; the plan of conciliation
gudiliberal policy was rev ersed in an’instant; Lord
Fitzwilliam was: abruptly recalled ; Mr. Grattan and
Lis friends were obliged to retire; and the’ old court
teturped to power; with hungry feelings on account of
their removal, and a keen sense of political resentment.

i This proceeding Mr. Grattan never ceased tq cot-
sxden as fatal ‘in: the pxtreme, and one ‘most detri-
mental to the. British interests in Ireland; it not
only " darkened every ray of  hope, but destroyed
every vestige of confidence inthe Dritish govern-
ment;- and. to use his expression of that day, often’

-repeated since, it lost to Great Britain the Ileart qf
the Irish nation.”

- If the measures which Mr. Grattan ptoposed had
been acceded to, or an act similar to that 0f 1817 (open..
ing the army and navy to Roman Catholic oﬂiccrs)
had then been passed, or if, without those. measures,
a system of . conciliation, (as of late years begun!at
last to be- adopted,) had then been -pursued, and a
temperate language had been used ‘towards the Ca:
tholics and the people, in his opinion, much of the
c-ﬂamxty which followed would. have been avoided.
Rut the Irish ministry knew no bounds, they kept no
terms,with the people, and they had no ‘statesman
or discreet individual who possessed either ability to
advise, or authority to restrain‘them. Mr. Burgh was
dead ; Mr. Daly was dead ; the ‘government would
not,. bearken ta Mr. Grattan or Mr. Ponsonby ; ‘and
the_people \\ould not listen to the gov ernment

Hoc fonte denvata clades )
In patriam populum que fluxit.
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The questlon of war with France in 1794, ¢athe
under discussion in the Irish parliament, ‘and: Ted’
ceiyed Mr. Grattan’s support 3 though he originmally
agreed with Mr. Fox, in the policy of leaving Frarice'
to:her own distractions, and if he had been in'the"
British parhament would pr obably have opposed' the:
war in its origin, conceiving that the occupation: of
Brabant, the opening - the Scheldt, and the French
decree of the 19th of November, “were subjects’
which rather required . explanation. than called for
‘war. Yet when the war had :commenced and. Eng-.
land was involved, he justly conceived that Ireland
was bound to afford the utmost aid, and: furnish im-

_mediate support to Great Britain, for he ever had in -
mind the principle laid down in 1782, which was in-
troduced into the Address, where he says emphati--
cally < we remember, and do repeat, our determination:
to stand or jfall with the British nation.” His opiniow:
on, that question, which had caused party to run so
high in England, and which.had led to the untoward
separation between Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke, created
na small degree of interest in England, and Mr: Burke
often felicitated himself on the part which- Mr.
Grattan took on that important question : the Cases,
however, were widely different.

. The speeches from 1790 to 1796, which re]ate tos
the administration of Ireland, present, it'is to be
feared, too faithful a picture of the proceedings in'
‘those years, and discover the real tendency of the mea~
sures adopted by the minister. The sale of peeragés,
the purchase. of. seats in’ the lower house, 'which'the!
opposition, and in particular Mr. Grattan, Mr. Pom'
sonby, and Mr. Curran pledged themselves to proves:
the creating new places, and the strong :measures:
shortly after introduced, tend to confirm the idea
that a plan was then in contemplation to subvert the:
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mdependent constitution of Ireland; ~and:recover
what had been obtained for the country:in 1782, and-
if, any.: further proof was requisite, it' has beeri givent
xg ,the declaratxons of Lord Clare in 1800, that; for-
eight years preceding, he had been endeavourmw to :
~eﬂect ,the: Union..

v In: 1797, the: Teaders. of the opposmon seceded
I‘hey proposed the measures which ‘they: conceived
requisite for the country, and best calculated to
secure her internal quiet; Roman Catholic Emanci-
pation, and Parliamentary Reform. "Their opinion was
that, if either of these measures had been conceded
a great force would have ‘been detached from- the’
disaffected party,. and the peace’ of ‘the- kmgdom'f»
preserved. How far they were right has been proved'

by subsequent events; the necessity of these mea- -
sures having been fully admitted - by what has taken
place in both countries, the Union in one, and a ¢on-
ciliatory disposition now evinced towards'the Ca:-
tholics in the othier. With respect to the propnety’ :
~of bringing - forward these subjects at that precise -
juncture, there ‘may exist some reasonable doubts: "
Mr; Graftan himself* inclined to think the perlod"
too late; the times too much agitated, and the crisis ’
too immineut ; but it is difficult, when acting ‘with a-
party;. to reﬁam from urging public’ measures 1;0
which:that party stand pledged, and which all'men’’
on; that ‘side aoreed were essential for the safety of"
the.community,- J
~AAt the general election in 1797, Mr. Glatta.n ad—
dressed a’letter to his former constituents, in whlch
he made 3 statement of the situation of the countr Y5
the eonduct. of her ministers, and declined to stand‘ '
again for his pative city. - His health, by close atten-"
tion,” had :become impaired ;- dlsappomtment na.
tural on the reJectxon ‘of measures, to the success of
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Whicli he” _attached such vital importance, grief. and;
1 wna 1on E"beholdmg the- desperate courses purs.

By bot ‘parties, preyed upon an.ardent mind,-
éx ulsnte1 sensnble, and. unceasingly anxious.about,
the f'or’umes and the prosperity of his. country ;. a,ll,
t'hesg% umted contrlbuted to bear down his consti,
fhtion'; "4 16w nervous fever attacked him, which, for,
a long perlod of time, neither change of place or ¢li-
mate, or soctety could remove. At length the question;
of Union called him forth, and in 1800 he was elected:
fop the town of Wicklow. News of the return came.
to liim at night; his immediate attendance was. re-;
qulred his fuends sent for him; he was. at that
momient ‘overcome with pain of body and mind, and,
exclalmed 5 % What! wilt they not allow me to die in-
peace.”” However he was resolved to go ; for public:
duty and pmvate considerations both 1mpelled hlm.,

o stuat i mgens :

Imoi in cmde pudor, ‘mistoque insania lugtw: .

L b

L Ilt fums agltatus amor €t CONSCIA VIRTUS. . ., ..f .oy
- T

Hezbade fdrewell to " his family and his' fnends ot
though- he.did not fear, ‘yet he had reason to appre’ :
henddanger from the fury of the times, the violence”
of :faction, and the vengeance of ‘& resentful -and”
desperate party. Hecame into the House, supported *
by:Mr.:(afterwards Judge) Moore," and Mr: W B
(afterwards Lord) Ponsonby. Several whobeheld the™
scene;: haye described it as interesting to a degree.
The weak state of the individual, the feport that afi?
attack; upon him was ‘meditated, the vast xmportanée
of] the. subject in debate, and the awful crisis’ ont
- whichi hung, the: fate . of the: parliament ‘of Irelaml‘
ang, that, of, the -independent constitution, - of" wlnch
he;was, the. parent and founder; . all these ‘giretinis !t
stances; .. which  might :-have' deptessed an’ ordinary-'
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mind, and one enfeebled by, 1llness, servgd Pn{Xu{
rotise’ and inspirit him. ~"He’ spoke S1§fm gy ! twi
all'hiy'“wonted fire and ammanon, and ﬁ e l'e -
vered! thiosé spéeches, which, * while’ tl“xi 7 e C r ] :q
e"zei‘ti'ons in’ defence of the Irish par 1ament' Irlc;r{]
fréme kis'grive” the. foul (hsgrace”of' stan%hhg aBart‘
whilé’a deadly blow was’ anmed ifde pé‘nden“
6P his” “cotntry. )

“'The d1spute between Ium‘ and,
led!'to " consequences “that “were" settled ‘out of f,he'
Hotise, Mr! Grattan thought it miore, honourable not.’
to publishi- his-reply; in answer to fhe attacf( m;;de~
upbrf hii % bit “the most accurate accoupt ‘of his.

ech®that, could be’ prOcured has been g :
t his“collection.” The opinions, whlch, from the out-
set, “he-‘entertained on: the subJect ‘of* Union; * e r‘"
undérwent any alteration. He evet’ contmueﬁ to fhmk
the:¢onnexion between the two coiintries was-as’
secure, the liberties: of-both- -infinitely- more so, and
their 1espect1ve interests likely to be b\etter attended
to, by preserving in each ‘a ‘séparate-and a resident
legislature..:Independent, of constitutional ‘cofsiderti
atxdons, ‘e foresaw that the; emigration.of.a.grédaf-pords
tion koi' the ~Mobility. and: gentry; and the annual draind
" ogcasioned by the absentees, must, of nécessity; injiréo
agdjxmpoveush the country.. -His emphatical éxpress
siqn, "$f the ocean protests against: separation, and’ thed
seq; ggamst,\umon, is recorded. in'the last speech he)
. ever,made ;. in which he : :says that his’old- opmvonsv
on t}}at 5ub_]ect remained unchanged.. -t L wild
: apgrmv the.short adjournment of. the Irish parlial»
mggt“(whﬁn the articles of Union were transmittedi
to England,, he wrote the celebrated answer: to‘Lord w
Clar% speech,iin: which he detals: his: ‘opinionrdpor!s
‘the, gystem.of, Irish governmentyand-drawsithe cha
racggys pﬂ his, @arlyjtx}ehds,hmthla"talenwand i
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stylé which will preservé theu memmy 10 the latest
. posterity :

After -the- extinction of* the’ Insh palhament ‘he
‘withdrew' from- public life; but when thé Catholic
Petitioh was brought forward, at the requestof’ his
‘early; his‘inchanging, and his much esteemed friend,
Mr. Fox,: he was again induced ‘to come forw'li(i
and through the kmd offices of Lord F1tzw1lham,
was returned to parliament. This event occasxoned
no inconsiderable degree of solicitude among his
-countrymen, who all felt a national anxiety for hjs
success in the House of Commons in Eng]and The
“¢ase -of "his contemporary (Mr. Flood) was 'in some
*degree similat; and the remarkable words of Mr.
.Grattan respecting him were still fresh in recollectloﬁ
#¢ He was:a tree of the foresty too old and too frréat To
be transplanted at fifty,”” was the figure conceived ap ll-
¢éable in the one instance, and it now remained to be

seen whether it would equally apply in the other."’

- Perhaps there is ndt in-any country so fair a tr 1bu-
nal or so competent a judge of talent and of meut,
-as a British House of Commons. It compmgs
‘the different ranks andprofessions, and )epresé‘hgs
‘all the various classes of the ‘community. I’os-.
‘sessed of an’ understanding strengthened- and 'im-
iproved by constant habits of business, and a ‘mind
Afraught with the richest stores of eloquence anc} of'
htelature, brought to their highest’ perfectlon in an
‘age not merely refined but luxurious ; — they lister
with'‘patience; and’ they decide with 1mpart1allt_)} .
‘Before such an assembly he was to speak. But it
was that body whose claims over his country he’ haH
denied and rejected, and it was on that very questlon
which they were least inclined to concede.” -It hap-
pened that Dr. Duigenan was' at that time in pa;lla-
ment § and, by a speech as singular as any ever deli-
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yered. in the Trish House of Commons. against his
countrymen. and as serviceable to the. Catbohcs,
,afforded an admirable opportunity for Mr. Grattan to
p{y, 3 Hls manner was perfectly novel ; his sty]e of
Heakmc‘ was unusual 3 his commencement, too, was
eculiar, and not very attractive. For some minutes
ﬂle house he51tated but after he had got under
welcr . the questlon was -no longer doubtful, and
[t,he cheers from _all sides. proclalmed his complete
_SuCCess. ;
The most 1emarkable questlon that occurred while
p e\ sat, in. the Imperial Parliaments was the French
_war in 1815 ; and, on that occasion, he differed from
the party with whom he generally : acted. In con-
_ formlty to the principles of the Revolution of 1688,
A Wthh he ever admired, he entertained a constitutional
Nhorror of mxhtary governments; he-:justly thought
‘t'hat standmg armies were, from their nature, a foe to
hberty, fatal to the morals, the manners; and the
: sxmple structure of civilized -society ;. in ‘all coun.
tnes oppx'esswe, and in most countries destructive.
In the government of ‘Buonaparte. he beheld no-
t]nng advantageous fo France, nothing secure for
eat Bntam, nothing caleulated. to \advance the
mterests, or promote the happiness, of any single state
Ion tfle continent of Europe. The events of 1814 had
lpnt the French in possession of a charter of rights,
whlch Buonapal te had never given or even offered
“e'rln e and_for the _preservation. of which,, (had
xﬁe sucoeeded) the promise of a' soldier, must in.
all ‘cases be but doubtful security. - The conduct too
Jfof the French and of their Marshals, . the - . rapidity
iv’lth wfuch they violated their oaths, and set at
‘_“ougllﬁ the oblxgatmns that bound. them to- their
sbverewn and the _treaties -that; connected. them
wxgh gt er powexs, left no room.ta hopa, that they
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.Was elected along Wwith Lord. Henry I'itzverald, f'or
‘the cxty of‘ Dublm. In 1797 he declined to offer
J(lnmself again as ‘candidate. In 1800 he was returned
for the borough of Wicklow, to oppose the Union.
lrl 1805 he: came into the Imperial Parliament fox
he‘])orough of Malton, in Yorkshu'e. At the general
electlon in 1806, he was once more induced to stand
for his natxve cxty, and was then re-elected. For that
plaqe he sat in the several parhaments summoned in
.the years 1807, 1813, 1818, and 1820. He went over
.to take his seat in the new parliament, on the acces-
sion of His present Majesty ; and although afflicted
“with heavy illness, he insisted on performing the
journey, contrary to the advice of his physxcmns,
‘and the entreaties of his friends. His intention was
"to have bloughkforward the Roman Catholic sub-
. ject, conceiving. the adjustment of that question to
_be one of; vital importance to the welfare of the em-
pire ;. biit the complaint with which he had been
aﬂhcsgd, much encreased by the long and’ pamful
_journey *,. rendered this effort ineffectual, and after -
“much suﬁ'ermg, in a few days subsequent to “his
arrival in London, he expired on the 4th of June
1820 havmg spent in the public service near]y 45
years. e
. His pr;vate life was not- less mterestmg than "his
pubhc conduct ; a taste for literature — classics 2~
a passion for the country and its rural occupations,
~engaged the moments when he could abs_tract hiniself

* He ‘was so il that he .could not bearaland Joumey, « He
'went' by water “from" leerpool to London, in" a canal bnrge,
%mptled of jts lumber, covered thh sall cloth, and hung round
thh garflen mats. He sat up ina qhalg for six, days w:thout
movmg, and contmued trq.vellmg one entire mght, such was hls
dnxiety to' perform his last duty to his country !
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“from pubhc affairs.. He loved s1mphc|ty, and in ‘his
“society there was something which not only charmed
“but fascinated ; for he could disengage his mind from
the trammels of busmess, and the hard hablts of a po-
htxman, ‘with admirable facﬂlty. When hé dlscoursed
“on a subject, ‘he 'so illumined it that he rendered it
“clear and visible to the simplest understandmg, with-
out making his supeuonty felt, or even wishing it to
bé percelved i and, in his conversatmns,. there was
somethmg that pleased and instructed, whether the
subject was_philosophy, politics, or poetry. Age
‘was improved by his dialogues, and Youth was capti-
“vated by his condescendmg manner a,nd his affable
disposition ;- for in his most playful, as in his gravest
"mood, he possessed the peculiar talent of conveying
mstructwn. It appeared as if in him nature grew
mole embelhshed + sathat art lost half its effect, and
vicg grew ashamed of her deformity. His conver-
satlons were full of moral, and no individual, however
"lost to a sense of duty, could have enjoyed his saciety
‘long, without feeling an inclination to be reformed by
“his precepts. or his esample. He had aninnate horror
of ¢ every thing base or corrupt, and a love of princi-
“plé, private as well as public; which, united with a
_contempt  for monéy, went hand-in-hand with* &
" generous feeling for the wants of others.* Hxs llfe

& The fg)llawmg extract _ﬁqm his Will ,shows the beneoolent dts.
position that actuated lnm, ta the latest penad qf his ¥/ ife.

«Whereas L have a Rever. sign in fee in myQueen’s County Estates,
“and lf all my chlldren die thhout lssue lwmg, at tbe time of their
B death T leave the sald estate back to the public; that i is to say,
“to’ the followmg great officers; for the time being: the Proyost of
“Dublin College ; the Lord Chancellor of Treland ; ‘the Lord Chief
~Justice” of the' ng s Bench; th e Lord Mayor of Dublm, the
-Bishop of Dublm, ‘and’ Judge Day} in trust, fo form'a foundation

b2
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was: one continued, gentle, moral lesson. It- wis
impossible in his society not to become enamoured
with virtue. Of him, as of that kindred spirit by
whose side he lies, it may be truly said : —

A. patnot s even course he steered
Mid faction’s wildest storms, unmoved ; -
‘By all who marked his mind, revgred,
‘By all who knew his heart, beloved.

“Thus did this Man live and thus he died, and never
‘was there an individual whose life was more the sport
and prey of political rage and tempest; idolized by
the people at one moment*; cashiered by them in
‘the’ nextt; denounced as an enemy to his countryt ;
‘then dexﬁed as the strenuous champion' of the consti-
tutlons ; traduced as the deserter of the civil liberties
of his countrymen|; dismissed as the betrayer of
their religious freedom 9 ; elected by the general
voice of the people *#: and almost stoned to death
m the midst of his native city. :

" Let not thiS picture affright or deter others from
~daring to defend the cause of liberty, rather let it be
'a useful lesson, and. teach us perseverance and firm-

mess, in upholding the freedom and the rights of our
‘country ; protecting her against her own inconstancy,
aid guarding ourselves against the fallibility of human
nature.

s e -
“for the annual support of unprovided gentlewomen, daughters of
ipoor and meritorious citizens of Dublin, accordmg to such rules
‘and regulations as they shall plan and devise.”

" % Free trade and independengg. + Simple Repeal.’
:t_ The year 1798.  § The Union. [ The Insurrection Act.
g The Veto, ~  #* 1818, |

Y
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* Aitviduted to-a Member of tke University qf Dublin. —1789.

“ Tm: emanclpators of” natxons, and’ the -deliverers. of their
native Jand from political thraldom,. are justly entitled to the
warmest retributions of  gratitude, both :on account of the
importance -of the benefit, and the dlfﬁcu]ty of its achieve-
ment. To rouse the languid, to inflame the ‘cold, and to
. inspire the spmtless, is not the work of commori talents or,
inferior souls; but. of transcendant ablhtxes, emulous of
djstmctlon, and of auperlor genius mwgorated by patrlotlsm.l
To perceive the happy moment for rendering their exertions
effectual, and ‘seize on the fortunate opportunity which the
‘revolution of time and of accidents has produced, for giving
decisive efficacy to their efforts, are instances of sagacity and
 foresight, of opportune resolution and vigorous determin-
ation — which may be extolled, but. cannot 'be exaorremted :
So many concurrent circumstances are requlslte to shake off
-the yoke of long-conﬁrmed usurpation, to infuse a contempt’
of threatened ‘menaces without “infringing affection, and to’
elevate a people from the meanness of servility to" the dig-
nity of ‘independence, that, to combine these clrcumstances,
to direct their operation, and to moderate their . -energy, . are
‘marks of such ‘merit as deservedly claims the amplest and
‘richest civic meed that can recompense the worthy citizen.

¢ Mr. Grattan is one of the most consplcuous ornaments’
‘of the Irish senate. To his manly and persevering exertions
_do we owe an independent legislature, and’ the gratitude ‘of
the nation. for the boon, though testlﬁed with & munificence’
becommo its spirit, by no means exceeded the measure of :
hxs deserts.

% Asa public speaker, Mr. Grattan’s voice is thin,’ sharp,
‘and far from powerful ; not devoid of a variety of ‘tones; but
these neither rich nor mellow; and though not harsh, -its
want of an harmonious modulatlon is often stnkmg Unequal"
to impassionéd energy it iseshrill when it should .beé com-
manding, and in its Iower notes is .sometimes , searcely

x The characters and remarks‘whlch follow, have been mserted here
with a view to oblige those anxious friends and admirers of Mr. Grattan

from whom the editor has received them,

Cbg
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audible, from its hollowness of sound. His management of
‘it is but ill adapted to remedy its natural defects or to supply
its deﬁcxencles, as he allows it to spatiate at large, unre-
strained by any curb from rule; now raising it to an elevation
it cannot bear, and then smkmg ittoa depth where its distant
murmers ean be barely guessed at. His language is lofty,
magmﬁcent, copious, and peculxarly his own. Not tricked
out with, the gaudy dress of poetic phrases, nor fatiguing the
attentlon ‘with pompous terms, higlt sounding and unmean-
ing; but combining strength with beauty, conciseness with
ornament, and sublimity thh elegance.  Adapted to the
exigence of the occasion, it is now a wide spreading con-
ﬂagranon, and anon a concentred fire: now abundant and
splendid, then brief and pointed; equally fitted to instruct,
delxght, or agitate ;' to soothe the soul, or to awaken and
arouse all its exalted and elevated energies.

" His delivery admirably accords with the style of his ora-
tory, never languid, or insipid; or cold, but always possessing
a pleasing warmth expressive of feeling and imparting spirit,
whilst his pronunciation, generally correct, though frequently
rapid, is never crowded or redundant, but distinct and arti-
culate, leaving ample space for strength and propriety of-
emphasis. In his manper, life, animation, and ardour pre-’
.dominate, and-that to such a degree that they fascinate the
prejudiced, and invigorate the torpid. From their impulse
prostitution forgets for a moment the voice of the minister,
and the influence of place, pension, and peerage have but an
enfeebled hold.

.+ With comprehensxve intelligence embracmg a great obJect,
not catching at its parts by detail, he takes in the whole at one
glance, and sees instantly the pivot whereon it turns with almost
intuitive acuteness. In argument heis strong, pointed, close,
and conclusive, never deviating from his subject, never straying
in search of extraneous matter, but explaining with success
what he understands with facility. He conducts not the
mind to the conclusion he aims at by a long chain of abstruse
disquisitions, but guides it with ‘seeming ease through the
pleasing path of natural illustration. Every man thinks he
could reason like him, but when attempted it is found to be
the bow of Ulysses. .In the refutation of his opponents, he
puts forth all his might, and-accumulates his force to over-
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whelm ‘and oppress them ¥ ‘buk’ Kis: S'iipenor ‘gemué wlhbsts
apparent when he enforces’ what  cannot be dénied 5 when he'
defends ‘the ng'hts of 'a nation; when he’ poﬁrmiys the ‘hopes,
-the fears, the expectatlons of & magnammou§ pecpld ;- wheri™
he tbreatens the v1c10us and appals the prbud wheﬂ h ¢! ‘iyrb-?'

magmﬁcent, sublime, ‘and pathettc. ’

“ * His fund of knowledge is great, *and hls *dxhgendé Jéf‘
acquisition still gteater, hence’ ‘the "matter of his speeches is’

ever of the first impression. Early in- life dlstmgulshed as'
one of the best scholars in the umversxty of Dublin, no time’

since has been lost to increase his first acqmrements, and to’

add to classic and scientific lore, a competent skill in the:

law, a ‘profound acquaintance with the constxtutlon, and a’
-mastery of polite literature. - Thus, to every subject of ‘dis~

cussion he comes perfectly prepared, familiar ‘with what it
requires, and instantly bringing it forth as the" contingence
demands; instructing the youthful, ‘and delighting the aged'
with the mature fruits of a capacious mind, rich in its’ natlve

produce, and richer from careful cultlvatlon." -

* For the brilliant eulogy on Mr. Grattan, by Mr, * Burrowes;
see'vol.iv. p. 22. ’

. Said to have been written by Mr. Courtney,

€ Mr. Grattan’s rhetorical powers are smgularly stnkmg:
he arranges his arguments and condenses:'his expressions '
w1t.h inimitable skill and propriety. : RN

% On the state of Ireland, and the sentlments of the massof
the people, he displays the experience: and: -enlightened ‘mind
of a great statesman.. He' excites  irresistible -emotion, - ind
commands the stillest attention, by the energy and precision
of his style, and originality of his. expressmnp R L P

G e
A

PERCTRV Ui l‘ T
i * Thls mdmdual was one of the most mtunabe fnends of Mr, Grattan.
AI: the Union he took a decided part for the liberties of his country, and
was equally an ornament to the senate and the bar; his epeeches on the
trials of the Catholics under the Convention act in 1811, reflect honous
on the profession. - He has been lately appoinited a: Judge of the Insolvent
court but his. proper station. is the bench,. '

b4
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. personal;controversy, he devotes his opponents to scorn~
and congempt by the. most . poignant sarcasms: he seems to-
disdain, the  common. weapons of ridicule, as too slight and
inefficient,” and. incompiatible with the serious and important.
* object; and design of true and genuine eloquence : his constant-
aim is to stimulate and: convince the house. - In the fervour
of .debate, he seems to hazard much. by his' bold figurative
language, ‘and ‘sometimes -deviates into broken and mixed
metaphors; yet he mever falls, but rises with renovated
strength into dignity and sp]endour. ' :
« London, 1808.”

From the Memoirs of James, Earl of Charlemont. By
- Francis Hardy.

It was the will of providence that Lord Charlemont should -
sustain -a most severe domestic calamity. His brother,
Francis Caulfield, an amiable man, representative of the
borough of Charlemont was, on his return from England to
attend his duty in parliament, lost between Parkgate and
Dublin. . But so little do we know to-day. what the morrow
may produce, that this shipwreck, which for some time covered
Lord Charlemont’s house with mourning, was, at no distant
period, the source of much gratnﬁcatlon to his feelings as a-
statesman. By the vacancy which Mr. Caulfield’s death

® This individual, so justly deserving of praise for his valuable memoir
of that patriotic and ‘accomplished nobleman, (the Earl of Charlemont,)
wals the attached friend of Mr. Grattan: He contributed to the charms of
the domestic circle at Tinnehinch, by his literary acquirements, his refined
* taste, his agreeable anécdote, and his polished conversations. - His private
qualities, however, were the' least of his recommendations, His public
conduct was exemplary, He sat in the House of Commons in the last three
paﬂi'aments‘of Ireland, and uniforinly supported her rights and interests.
At 'the period of the Union, great inducements were held out to him to
procure his sppport to that measure. By one single vote, he could have
ralsed himself from domestic difficulties and embarrassments to a state of
comparatwe affluence, Some of his acquaintance, more worldly than
“patriotic,” seeing the success of the measure inevitable, advised him to
aceept the ‘terms; ' but his integrity could not be warped ; bis virtue was
inflexible ; he rejected the advice of his friends, and the offers of the
winister, and nobly stood by the fulling fortunes of bis country. )
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oceasioned _in' parliament," the  electors -of * Charlenont: Wére.
enabled, under: the ; auspices of his lordship; 16 return & mans
to.the: House of Comimons :who was: destined to actat:more:
conspicuous part than any one who had ever. beem:deputed: to«
serve . there: - “This: was Henry Gmttan, a name-which will’
last; as long as Ireland has a ‘name among nations. ~ Lord
Charlemont always spoke of this election-as most flattering
to himself, and as an event, amongst innumerable of the kind"
by which the dispensations of heaven are peculiarly marked,
‘extracting satisfaction and self approbation’. from" the -bosom
of mlsf'ortune, ‘and the triumphs of & nation from the over-
whelmings of the deep.

From the Historic Anecdotes of the Legislative Union between
Great Britain and Ireland. By Sir Jonak Ba;ﬁngtdn.

EveEry chxef turned his eyes, by almost unanimous assent,
to the eloquence and energy of the ardent Grattan,* The
favourite of the parliament; the terror of the minister; the
intimate friend of the ablest men ; and the mdefatmabh advo-.
cate of his country; he seemed most pecuharly ca.lculated ta’
bring forward some great or decisive measure, which shon‘ld
at once terminate the dangerous paroxysm to . which the
minds of the whole nation were now worked up, and by its
decision inform them, -whether they were to receive their
rights from the justice, or to enforce ‘them by the humiliation
of Great Britain. .

“The perxod however, had not quite ; aruved for_this step
Extenswe as the abilities of Mr. Grattan were, they had
many competitors. Jealousies mtrude themselves even into
the highest minds; the spirit of rivalship is mseparable from"
great -talents; Mr. Grattan’s importance was mere]y indivi-
dual and he was then only advancmg to that _pre-eminence
which he soon after acquired over all competitors. Though

it wag appxoachmrr fast, it was evident that it had “not mdns-— :
putably arrived. It-was essential that all those parnes in tbe‘
house should be a little more approxxmated, before a measme »
was announced on which unanimity was of vital importance.
*o* * e S ® * o Exclusive of

The period of 1782.
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the distinguished personages already mentioned, many other
eminent men were daily emerging from the general body of"
the' commons, whose talents and eloquence, catchmg the
flame which surrounded them,; soon ‘added to the brilliant
light which illuminated the whole nation; but the public
eye still kept steadfastly fixed on Mr. Grattan, as the person’
best qualified to take the lead in asserting the rights and
independence of his country. The style and fire of his elo-
quence; the integrity of his character; the indefatigable
perseverance of his patriotism; and an intrepid fortitude of
spirit, which had always great weight with the Irish, pro<’
cured him a consideration far above his cotemporaries, in
none of whom weré these grand qualities+ so generally
united ; whilst a kind heart, and the mild, unassuming,
playful manners of a gentleman, secured to him that sort of
private esteem which banishes the feelings of rivalship, even
from the most zealous partizans. ‘Thus, as if by general
_assent, at the- time of the Duke of Portland’s assuming the
government, Was Mr. Grattan considered by all ranks as the
chosen champion for the independence of Irelandy -distine’
guished by the most elevated characters; admired by the
parliament ; and idolized by the people. ~ * * hd
Mr. Grattan had long declared the absolute necessity of
gratifying the people by a legislative declaration of Irish
rights and constitutional independence ; marking out, by an
indelible record, that sacred Rubicon, past which the British
government should never again advance, and beyond which
‘the Irish nation should never wander. On that point the'
“fate of Ireland vibrated as on a pivot; it must rise or it
must fall; it could no longer remain stationary, and the
great landed propnetors strongly felt that they must neces-
sarily participate in its vicissitudes. The court had totally lost
its influence; the people had entirely acquired theirs; ‘the
old system of Irish government was annihilated; and the
British cabinet had- neither the wisdom nor the dlsposmon to
‘take the lead in more popular arrangements. The parliament
and the people were gradually drawing together against .the
government ; an instinctive sense of the common difficulty
called ‘all men towards some common centre; and as that
centre, all parties, all sects, and all factions, looked to the

-
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abilities .and the honesty of Mr. Grattan; they knewthat he.
had no object .but 'his: country, and mo. party bt its sup-.
porters ; they knew that his energetic mind could neither be
restrained by resistance, or neutralized by ‘subterfuge, .
possessed all those intellectual qualities, -best. calculamd to
lead the Irish people to -the standard of freedom, without.
suffering them to advance to the dnarchies of revolution.

.His principles, democratic by nature, were monarchical-
by education. He hated tyranny in the same proportion as
he loved constitution. In lim ambition for power was merged
in ambitiom for. popularity ; and he acted under the peculiar
advantage, that, if at any time the ardency of his zeal should
happen to lead him beyond the boundaries of sound discre- |
tion, his wise, weiglity, and moderate advisers would always
give a steadiness, a safety, and a character, “to his yiews and-
proceedings. * ¥  The structure of the Irish House of .
Commons, at the period” of these debates, was part.xculaxly
adapted to convey to the people an impression, of. dighity and -
of splendour in their legislative assembly. The interior of
the. Commons’ bouse -was a rotunda of great architectural
‘m‘lgmﬁcence. An immense gallery, supported by Tuscan:
pillars, surrounded the inner base of a grand and lofty dome.
In that gallery, on every important debate, nearly seven hun-:
dred anditors heard the sentiments, and learned the characters
of their Irish representatives ;. and “the admission of the stu~
dents of the university gave to the rising generation a love of.
eloquence and -of liberty; taught them the principles of a.
just and proud ambition, the details of public business, and
the .radiments of constitutional legislation. 'This entire gal-
lery bad been crowded: at an early hour by personages of the
first respectability of both sexes. It would be difficult to,
describe the interesting appearance of the whole assemblage
at-this awful moment. ~ After the speech of Mr. Hut-
chmson, whzch in fact, decided nothing, a low confidential ,
whisper ran through the house, and every member seemed tq.
court the sentiments. of his neighbour, . without venturing to ;
express his'own; the anxious spectators, mqumtwely Iea.nmg
forward awaited with palpitating expectation the develope-
ment of some measure likely to decide the fate of their coun-
try,'themselves, and their posterity. No middle course could .
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po"sibly\be adopted: Immediate conciliation and tranquillity,
of ultimate revolt- and revolution; was the dilemma which .
floated on’every thinking mind. A solemn pause ensued.:
At length Mr. Grattan, slowly rising from his seat, com-.
menced the most luminous,: brilliant, and effective oration
ever delivered in:the Irish parliament. :
- ~There.is something in . the tone, the action, and the em- .
phasis of public speakers, which, extrinsic of their arguments,
makes' great- impression. . The: entire” singularity of Mr.
Grattan’s address, the eccentricity’of his' drawling yet fiery
diction, “which would have: been: disadvantageous to another:
orator; in him only excited a more anxious attention to his lan«:
guage, and acted as an attractivé companion to his logic and
his eloquence. - This speech ranking in the very first class
of -effective eloquence, rising in its progress, applied equally
to-the sense, . the pride, and the spmt of the nation. . Every
succeeding sentence increased ‘the interest which his exor-.
.dium had excited.’  Trampling upon the arrogant claims and
unconstitutional 'usurpations of the British government, he
reasoned on the enlightened principle of a federative compact;
and urged irresistibly the necessity, the justice, and the policy
of immediately and unequivocally declaring the constitutional
indepepdence of the Irish nation, and the supremacy of the.
Irish parliament, as the only effecfial means of preservi ng
the ‘connection between the two nations. * g
~"The speaket put- the question on Mr, Grattans amend-
ment; a unanimous ¢ Aye” burst from every. quarter of the
house. He repeated the question; the applaises were re-
doubled; ‘a ‘moment of tumultuous exultation followed ;
and, after centuries of oppression, Ireland at length declared :
herself an independent nation.
- This important event quickly reached the impatient crowds
‘of every rank of society, who,without doors,awaited the decision :
of their parliament. ~ A cry of joy and exultation spread with
electric rapidity through the entire city ; its echo penetrated
to the very interior of the house; every thing gave way to
an effusion of happiness and congratulation that had never
before been exhibited in that misgoverned country. * .~ *
Ireland from that moment “assumed a new aspect. She rose
majestically from “her ‘ruins, and surveyed the aunthor of her
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resurrection with admiration and with gratit
barrister, without professional celebrity, witho
nections, possessed of no. considerable fortune,*por -
personal influence, save that which talent and virtué-snvoluitl - .
tarily ‘acquire; leagued with no faction, supported indivi-
dually by no political party, became the instrument of pro-
vidence to liberate his country; and, in a single day, achieved
what the most able statesmen, the most elevated personages,
the most powerful and best connected parties, never could
effect. : B
Aided by the circumstances of the moment, he seized the
opportunity with promptitude, vigour, and perseverance.
But whilst he raised his country to prosperity, and himself
to wnexpected fortune and never-fading honour, he acquired
vindictive enemies by the brilliancy of his success, and after-
.wards fell a temporary sacrifice to the perseverance of their
malice, and the dissimulations of their jealousy.

Astributed to the Rev. M. Croly.

.- It is now about forty years since Ireland began to have a

history. The past was fable or affliction ; a desert traversed

by furious faction, or covered with the sad memorials of what,

under better times, might have made the living strength of
the land, a field of battle or a grave. From Mr. Grattan’s

first emergence, a milder light rested upon the public mind,

and Ireland began to take upon her the robes and aspect of
a settled polity. It was his own language of her constitution,

- ¢ that he had stood by its cradle, and followed its hearse.”

This was the phrase of a moment of strong and melancholy

feeling. But he had at least seen its birth, and he had done
more, he had poured of his -spirit upon it, and anointed the

infant for aspirations and triumphs, glorious beyond the youth

of any other freedom. In England we are a grave people,

and steadily loving our - public rights; our value for them is

chastened by long possession. We are not led for the first
time into the knowledge of our inheritance. "We take posses-
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sion of our estate after having been trained in the sight of heir-
looms and escutcheons of the magnificence of freedom, and
hallowed ancestral memorials of heroic achievements in the
public cause. But in Ireland all was new, It was poverty
starting into sudden wealth. It was a desolated mind sud-
denly filled with prosperous and splendid imaginations. Tt
was the breath of life breathed into the nostrils of a human
image, and awaking him to cast his eyes round a new cre-
ation. ‘This language is not exaggerated. The enthusiasm,
the rejoicing, the gratitude of Ireland, on her first possession
of public rights, were beyond all language. The proceedings
of the first few years, after 1782, were like a continued tri-
umph. The man who had led the battle, led the march to
the eapitol ; but, unlike the triumph of the Roman, his glory
was that his car was followed by no slave. In after years,
this man was repelled by the same heated and impetuous
spirit which then rushed, rejoicing, before, and around, and
behind ‘his progress. The popular feeling grew disturbed.
1t was a time of European perplexity. The first advances of
the great convulsion, which was yet to lift temples and thrones
upon it, like weeds upon a wave, were felt in the quiverings
of the earth, and the overshadowing of the air; and, far as
Ireland was from the central shock, she was reached by the
general heave. But her first exultation was beyond all expe-
rience. It was the first beam of the sun upon Memnon’s
statue ; and if, as the day advanced, the voice died, and the
form was tinged with a darker hue, the early miracle was yet
the great testimony and tribute, neither to be forgotten nor
retracted.

It is the praise of Mr. Grattan, and no man needs desire a
‘nobler epitaph, that, with powers supremely fitted to influence
the multitude, he restrained himself from popular excitement.
The Irish have habitual propensities to public speaking; and
Mr. Grattan’s celebrity had still more strongly turned the
powers of her ambitious minds to oratory. But he withdrew
from the temptations of the hustings and the highway, to de-
vote his mind under the only roof where public freedom can
be worshipped without reproach and without fear. His place
was in the House of Commons. There he laboured, and
there he lived. It was full of his trophies. He was its true
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architect. It might lmve been said of him,- % Si monumentum
ejus querasy circumspice.”. And for this he had his reward.
‘The: long succession of dema«rogues, who each misled the
publlc mind, and who, for the time, were borne above him,
perished like the foam when the storm is done. Mr. Grattan’s
name always rose with the falling of the surge; and in the
returned calmness and sunshine of the great popular expanse,
his firm renown stood up like a rock from the bosom of the
ovean. .
‘Theé chief instrument of those successes was his eloquence.
Tt had the first mark of genius, originality. With Burke,
Curran, and Sheridgn for his contemporaries, his senatorial
oratory had a form and countenance altogether its own.. All
definitions of the powers of. those glﬁad men have grown
‘common-place; but with a portion of what made the splen-
dour of each, he had a direction distinct and peculiar. He
"was not a satellite of the most illustrious among them, but a
new star, sweeping round its own .orbit, and enlightening its
own reglon, undlsturbed and unexhausted. But his style
had the merit of being admirably fit for immediate i impression.
It kept clear from the solemn didactic with which Burke
‘somenmes barred up the torrents of his oratory. It was not.
seduced into the fantastic wit with which Curran often made
his audience laugh where he. should have made them feel;
'The broad humour that . impaired and drew down towards
_earth the loftiest imaginations of Sheridan, was never at
tempt;ed by him. But for thosg he brought keen, salid, vxvxd
thought ; in language condensed, and’ close to its subsfam‘.e,
shaped like the sheath to asword. His powerful imagination
never wasted itself on idle flights, never spread out its stherial
ﬂames and colours to wanton before the eye. It was always
strongly employed, always striking home upon § its object with
«concentrated power. Its fault' was mannerism :~this_has
_been observed to be the natural: fault of all original. mmdS..
The torrent a.nd vigour of feeling which has forced away & hew .
channel for its stream, can scarcely be soothed and subjected
mto other courses. ' The st.rength which it inherits from " its
first mighty bound never deserts it altogether; and, eyen in
dts gentlest flow, a trivial check chafes and. rouses it into the
Jorrent again.. Mr, Grattan’s habit of antithesis was the single
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fault-of -his style. It grew. on him with, the close! of life. = In
~his; early speeches. it was rare.. “Of those. famous speeches
nothing now ‘remains but a few imperfect reports,.and the
fragments that are yet treasured in the memories of their au-"
‘tient hearers, like oracles. . But the. true evidence -of their
power is in-what they.had done. They found Ireland a place
of - desolation. .and savagery. They .collected ts .scattered’
powers,; and taught them wisdom and lzmguaﬂe and, with
more thari the old miracle of Greece, built up the walls of
their polity. Before Mr. Grattan, JIreland had .scarcely ;a
merchant, ot a. manufacturer, or a statesman, or a man; of
“name in_literature. He created them all, or rather he smote.
away the encumbrances of the soil, and left its native fertility
to flourish and ascend in the light and air of constitution. .-
His conduct on the public questions which agitated Ireland,;
in common with the civilized. world, was conformable to his
wise and pure intelligence. . He met the habitual fate of mo- "
deration, and was the object of offence to vulgar partisanship
on both sides. But his fortitude was as little to be broken
down, as his honour; and, when the lunacy of the hour was
past, all venerated his’ cloudless and superior course with
.the same homage. In his conduct of the Catholic question,.
he gavea model for the pursult of all great claims. for: the:
time tocome. His heart was in his cause; but his zeal was;
wlthout bigotry, rashness, or irritation. -He saw intruders:
‘rush before him, and bear away his followers to unfruitful en~-
terprizes ; buty in this attempt to recover the ancient privi-:
leges, the Palestine of the Catholic, he neither quickened nox-
retarded his march for the enthusiasts . who hastened to cover:
the:desert-with _their bodies, His-advance was deliberate,.
but it was secure. .The leader reflected -lustre on the host;
and, before he died, he left them in sight of the city to"which.
they had looked in hopelessness for a hundred years. - . e
“But Mr. Grattan is- defrauded of - his highest praise, if his..
A mtegmty is forgotten.” His powers might have commanded all
that @mbition covets.. He was impregnable to place and title.
He refused all ‘honours- and emoluments, even when they:
were offered by hands which.he honoured. He declared.

hxmself to be the purchased servant of the country,and to.
- 14
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be mcapablé ‘of adopting ‘another masterit  Nd diseclosiree that
death; the gréat’ unsealer of cabmets, has mads; hds been: ablh,
to throw s ‘shiadow on the exalted patriotisni of ‘M Grattafs,
No evil secrets are buried in his-grave.’ Hé llve(I till tie 3aw
doubt and detraction perish before him, and ‘was ‘assured: of
his immortality.: But his grave does -not' bound” the serviceg,
of such'a life. "While there is:memory in'man, his niame
will bean’ incentive to the generous: ambition’ of hig country
But he is now" gathered to -the great repository of -the humarg
race; ‘aiid- belongs to ‘the -infinite assemblage ‘of all tonguesy-
and “ages; and nations that have been. ‘The virtues of the
dead patriot becomel- the property of mankind. “‘The small;’
seed ‘is' buried in the earth, but from. it springs the mighty:
tree gathering the dews of heaven in its branches, and cover-;
mg the multitude thh its shade. . ,

London, 1820,

Sazd to have been’ wrztten Qy Mr. Taylor.

< Tug: destmatmn of Mr..Grattan was. the: bar, but natuve
had given him talents better adapted to the'senate ; his edu-.
cation. improved them, and his good fortune rendered them'
available to his country. Early honoured with the friendship:
of.: the patriotic and accomplished earl of Charlemont, he ens
tered es auspiciously as a young man could enter, the difficult.
road ito- political distinction. . In the best. circumstances. i
which: a-nation‘can be: placed, they are no .ordinary abilities
which :obtain an .hisiorical - reputatxon that. time_ ca.nnot ‘des
stroy.among the wreck of empires and opinions;: and such:
were: the abilities of Mr. Grattan. He. would have . graced.
the senate.of the. most. prosperous and _enlightened natien,
“and been-in the-proudest days of Athens, or of Rome,; one
of -her:conspicuous men, One of. those.whose, life -would
have been a national benefit, and death a public regret., ; But
the:situation in which Ireland was placed, when Mr, Grattay
appeatedion: the stage of her stormy politics; was so. peculiay
that mothing in human relations could be}qng;ned better cals
culated .to- try the resources and wisdom of ‘a_public man,
VOL. I. c
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Power and violence on the one side — slavery and disorder
oni the other; a disorganized people, a contemptuous court;
neither had temper, neither had consideration. Just demands
-were exaggerated by the one, and more than fiercely repelled
by the other. There was no apparent room for either per-
suasion or compromise between a vaunting intolerance and
prejudice without moderation. For nearly six centuries the
history of this unhappy people was but ‘the vicissitudes of a
sullen submission, desultory outrage, defiance, terror, and
proscription. The mind was familiarised to the form of a
social community iconnected with the insecurity and excesses
of savage flife, and when there was not famine, plague, or
rebellion to devastate, a civil hatred, perverse and malignant,
enflamed both ‘parties, and poisoned all the sources of social
happiness, without affording, like the shock of battle, the
‘prospect of a termination of hostilities.

Such was the scene on which Mr. Grattan was called to
enter. To a man who only sought that unprincipled no-
toriety which gratifies a vulgar ambition, such circumstances
would have dfforded facilities towards the -attainment of a
turbulent fame. The combustible materials were there in
profusion to offer to the torch of the incendiary the chance of
mighty-conflagration ; but Mr. Grattan was neither the coarsa
minded demagogue, nor the great bad man, who could make
the ruins of his countty the path to a vicious eminence. *All

" his views -embraced her interests, and terminated in her im~
provement ; and if he wished to raise himself, it was upon
her exaltation. - Thus he encircled in the zone of his ame
bition the cause of four millions of human beings, and would
have bound them in a prosperous and moral confederacy,
honourable to themselves, and useful to the British Empire,
He wished them to be free, because rational freedom is the
only soil of ‘the virtues; the graces of refinement may give
a'florid ‘complexion to ‘a despotie state; but the glow ‘and

- ¢éurrent of health only invigorates that nation which breathes
the atmosphere of a free constitution. - Such was the count
“whose tongue the orator -of Ireland hed first studied, whose
history .he had first read.~~'Such was England; and the
prattice of his public'life 'was a comment upon his admiration
of ‘her wéll-canstructed glory. His-anxious life was devoted
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to the great task of assimilating the tountry of his birth ‘to
that of his affectionate regard. It was not a nominal union
that he laboured toeffect, but one of the heart and of the sen=
timent ; reciprocal, moraly lmprovm ; an interchange of good
oﬂ‘ices; a blending of interests; a coalescence of strength.
Lo accomplish his object hée brought into' the field of public
.action, original powers, great industry, preat political : djsh
‘cernment, a dauntless spirit, and a mind ‘tenacious of its
purpose.. To give’ these qualmes effect, he cultivated pub-
lic. speakmg with an._almost ‘incredible ardour ;—the genius
of eloquence bad never a more indefatigable dlsclple, the -
abstract sciences .1iever gave a more iitense exercise to the
faculties of Archimedés or of Newton, than that which Mr.
‘Grattai displayed in attaining the art of addressing a public
assembly. His owii mind was of a ressoning and philoso-
.phical cast; but he knew that ‘his audience was a susceptible
.one; and he rightly Judtred that the voice of truth would
Jbe most prevailmg, when it consalted the temperament of
it audience. He - suCceeded iit combining 4 manly and ani-
'mated style of resson; with 4 great dlsplay of imaginative
-power 3 and, nccordingly; the efforts of the orator produced
the sensation favourable to the_ viituous designs of  the states~
man,
It i5 probable the powet which he realized over the' pubhc
mmd surpassed his own early hopes. The popular impres-
sion, which; his matured style bf speaking created, can hardly
be concewed by those who only witnessed the exertions of his’
'old,\ave That uhion-‘of the severest logic with the mos
liberal and pdpular qualities, that make men fascinate multi~
tudes, which be displayed, could only have been the result
: qf _]udlClOI!S cultivation upon the happiest temperament of
Benius. | He was not an orator of that class who decry in-
dustry, ‘who scorn the labours of knowledge, and would be
supposed' to' speak - from immediate revelation. "No, he de~
yoted his days aud nights to the education of his talents, am- -
bmons of no. supelﬁcml TENOWN; unsa.tlsﬁed but by solid glory.
But vlabonous as he was, his logic had none of the pedantry
‘of the schoolman -and his 1magmatlon was free from the os-
tentation of thie ghetonmgn. The ‘one.was vigorous Teison
Liberally wxelded -the other ‘an mtelleclrual fire that seemed
¢ 2
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lmly tlre gbwmg~of thought that kmdled in its progress, ' In
looking at a subjeet he was not content with a confined view

" or a hasty glance; he chose elevated ground, and gave it a
-deliberate inspection.. He took in all its bearings with a com-
'prehensive precision ; and therefore his treatment of a great
subject was equally remarkable for breadth of design and
lucid arrangement of parts. While his soul seemed to burn
with the most intense feelmg of his subJect, his method, se-
vere but not formal, embraced every topic in order, and gave
“to-each its due attention. He did not dwell upon points be-
:yond their value; or after he had said all that was necessary
for thei? enforcement; nor did he return upon his steps and
embarrass his hearers and himself by repetition, nor alarm
them by discrepancies; all was connected, clear, progressive
.without feebleness, without distracted energy. " His elocution
was not a mountain stream that foams and frets in a rocky
channel, where sometimes it shows only scanty rills, and-
-again bursts away in a torrent. That could better illustrate
the eloquence of Curran, erratic and unequal; but Mr,
Grattan’s had more of the copious -and majestic river, deep,
grandly reflecting clear images, always placid, and always ir-
resistible. In his most tranquil moments attention was chained
-to his words ;—but when he poured himself forth: in the full
ardor of his intellect, the advocate of a principle was forgot”
in the adnmatxon of a superior intelligence. He could sketch
character with a rapid and powerful hand ; and it seemed to
-arise naturally out of his subject, to illustrate and inforce ar-
gument by authority. This gave a living animation to his
harangues, and made them more valuable when the conflicts
of the day should have been forgotten ; because man and his
‘mature, - his public virtues, and the- vices of his ambition, ever
continue to attract rational curiosity, although the scene on
which they were originally exerted has ceased to exist.

“The language of Mr. Grattan was forcible and pecullar
He was fond of point and antithesis : but this was the natural
result of a talent that delighted in bold yet nice distinctions. -
.It.xs said that he copied the style of Tacitus; but it is more .
probable that a similarity of genius led to the comc1dence —
There is in Mr. Grattan that same power of tracing il a few
words the outline of a character, and the condensed thought
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. which give fulness and force to the balanced periods of the
‘great historian. He was altogether a spirit worthy of being
commemorated by the writer whom he is said - to - have ini-
tated. Had he lived in the reign ‘of Tiberius, the Roman se«
“nate would have contained one virtuous and fearless senator;
one who was not born to be a courtier even in the palace of
Trajan.

‘In the presence of his country he saw no other hope, rio
‘other fear’; that one great obJect absorbed'sall inferior consi-
deration. He gave it the'service of his intellect, and the devo-
tion of what be himself so justly termed a % desperate fidelity.”
In that cause he laboured, sorrowed, and rejoiced ; but he
looked at her interests in connection only with' those of jus-
“tice, civilization, and universal humanity. Hosule to all the
principles that pamper and exclude, his policy was the’ simple
recognition of Christian sentiment; as it ought to” animate
the conduct of states and the relations of society, it was cal-
culated to draw. into the closest compact of strength, the ele-
ments that go to form nations, and to remove the most pain-
ful and least profitable task of history, the narration’ of their
civil discords. Such was the cause ta which the long and’
splendid career of his life was given, and fo which he dedi-
‘cated his expiring breath. Though sometimes assailed by a
cruel ingratitude, it abated nothmnr of his zeal, because it was
founded on" principle, and not dependant upon the errors-or
passnons of mankind. His mind always looked serenely upon -

_its own course; ‘intrepid and daring, as it was gentle and-
courteous ; though fierce and dangerous, when wantonly pro-

.voked in the performance of his public duty. It was his

' cause, and not himself, that inspired the indignant ‘vindi~
“cation; for he never so worshipped ambition ‘as to sacrifice

_upon her altar the graceful charmes of life, or the mild glory
" of domestic virtue,

"——*—
. THE ardent and 1mpassnoned character of Mr. Grattan’s
eloquence, when, ‘glowing with youth and hope and patriot-
_ ism, he first bent the mlghty energies of his gxeat mind te

Fouse . the dormant spirit of his country, ‘could not be suffi~
¢c3
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mently appreciated by those who witnessed only the occasional
exércise of his talents in the British House of Commons. In
Ireland, his object was to infuse a spirit of proud independ-
emice‘ into ‘his auditors, to inflame their minds with a sense of
the injuries their country had sustained, and to contrast their
degraded condition with_ the lofty state to. which it was their
duty to aspire. He had the countless wrongs of ages to
enumerate ; he had to wade through anpals of oppression and
crime; and feeling with warm sensibility for the sufferings of
his’ country, he poux:ed forth the torrent of his indignation.
with an overpowering force. But in England, there was
neither scope mor necessity for this vivid eloquence. The
temperament, of the people, and the circumstances of the
country alike forbade it; and it was no inconsiderable proof*
of Mr: Grattan’s strength of mind, and correctness of dis-
cretion, that, accustomed as he had ever been to address the
imagination of men characteristically susceptible, practised,
if the expression may be allowed, to carry the feelings of his
auditory by storm, he could, when circumstances rendered it
necessary, so far temper his fire and alter the habits of his
mind, as to sacrifice his peculiar means of triumph, and con-+
fine himself solely and exclusively to the display of good
sense and sound-judgment, The condition of the two coun-
trigs respectively was also essentially different. _ Ireland was,
during the continyance of Mr. Grattan’s rapid career, a scene
of fierce and unrelenting political contest, embittered with
gvery angry feeling that could be excited by a sense of insult
and injury on the one had, and of disappointed power on the
other, and animated throughout with alternate triumphs and
dgfeats In England every thing was comparatively tranquil,
" the principles of civil and political liberty were fully.recog-
msed, and the constitution was permitted to act for .the wel-
fare of the community, uncontrolled by open enmity or
1lI-concea1ed treachery. In England there was no systematlc
oppression .to inflame the indignation, nor were the energies
of the people controlled by the Jealous interference of a more
powerful nelghbout Ireland was in a state similar to that
of a provmce recently subdued by a vindictive and injudicjous
conqueror; her trade prohibjted, her domestic industry dis-
couraged, her people oppres.sed, aad ber interests betrayed.
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From this degtaded condition, it was the glory of Mr, Grattan_
to elevate his country. By the electric fire of his eloquence
he shook- off' the. bondage of ages; he taught the people a
knowledge of their rights, and’ from the state of a despised
and degraded _province, he raised Ileland to the rank and
port of an independent kingdom. -

London, 1820.

IT was the intention of Mr. Grattan to have made an effort
o take 'his. seat in the. House: of Commons, and closed' his
eminent career of public services, by laying on the table of
the House of Commons, a series. of resolutions. declaratory
of thase principles of civil and religious- liberty, which he
thought became the.high moral station of' Great Britain, and
the enlightened character of the age- in which we: live. * It
pleased Providence in its. all-wize. dispensation: of human
destiny, to have withhéld from Mr. Grattan: the: opporturiity
of performing: this last act of public duty, on which he had
set his mind, and to make which, he undertook his last
journey, and encountered: that fatigue, whlch, in his debili-
tated state of health, accelerated his demise.- Thouch it was
not reserved for Mn Grattan to have closed his pubhc life a8
‘he earnestly desired, yet it is a consolation to feel that he was

"not snatched from his. country, ag other statesmen have of
late years unhappily been, in the prime of lif¢ and in the
midst of their immatured energies, for the promotion of the
public interests. It has been reserved for few men to have
performed such essential services for their country; to have
watched with such solicitude over its dearest interests, and
achieved, under the most discouraging circumstances, so many‘
solid advantages for their countrymen. If he did not live to
consummate the complete suceess of’ the great cause to which -
his life of late years had been devoted he at least succeeded
in placing it ‘upon a- basis of publie: opinion, from: which it
cannot be shaken,, and left: for his successors the smaIe task
of recording the final settlement of a questiom, whick ‘hig’
talents. and- aloquence: had advanced “to: the verge of final”
adjustient: ¥ .

* foman Citilol%é‘lfméﬁcip}aﬁbh:. »
[
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As a piblic character, .the efforts’ of Mr Grattan will be -
begt, understood. by & reference- to. the- history .of his:own
country, .during :the last. half century of its eventful annals.
Ng man that ever preceded him- filled a greater space in- the. -
pubhc mind, nof were ever greater questions more dependant
on the patriotistm and energles of a single individual. As an.
orabor, Mr. Grattan stood in the first class.  He was :above
grapplmg with the minor details of political questions.. His
view was that of & phllosophel, and no statesman of modern
times exceeded him in his manper of pressing his arguments,
or_in the eloquence which he shed upon every subject that
‘came " before him, There was an indignant sarcasmi and
severity in his language, when treating of the wrongs of his
country, which appalled his opponents, and made him terri~
ble in the eyes of those minions of power, wha adhered with
selfish eagerness to a system of government, happily since
abandoned in admlmsbermg the affairs of Ireland. Though
Mr. Grattan commanded a power of language almost beyond
any other man of hls time, yet his delivery, warm and im-
passwned as'it wag; was unmarked by the imposing graces. of
action. The force and orxgmahty of his diction, the concise
and yet comprehensive form of his arguments, and coplous
splendour of his illustrations, threw a commanding interest
‘over his speeches, in which some peculiarities of manner and
phiraseology were entirely overlooked and forgotten. The
death of this distingnished patriot will be long mourned by .
his coiintry. He was the last survivor of that great galaxy of
talent which shed such a lustre upon the .annals of this

country since the time of Lord Chatham.
London, 1820.

em—

WE know of no soverelgn for whose memory Ireland
shiould so sincerely mourn as for the memory of that great
man, who might be truly styled an unlimited sovereign in
this realm of genius; one who, in eloquence, had many
competitors, but no equal; who was as original in mind as
he was in the power of giving expression to it; who seemed
to be born for the epoch in which he lived, and to be dele-
gated by Providenge the instrument of that liberty he assisted -
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in: achieving.» Without the: 'volunteers of 1782, it may be
truly said that Mr. Grattan' could not’ accomplish the vast
and. comprehenswe speculations of his powerful mind ;' but'it
may be as#ruly said, that without ‘Henry Grattan, the Vo
lunteers would have wanted the trumpet which sounded their
fame -and glory through the world. It was his cIaSsm élo-
quence that recorded thejr achievémeqts, and made them at
once the terror as well as the admiration of their enemies.

‘When we look back to the pages of our history, and see
them illuminated with the splendid proceedings of those early
struggles for the liberty of Ireland, and contemplate the part
which Mr. Grattan performed on this great theatre of human
action, we are lost in the impotency of language, to give ex-
pression to the sorrow we “feel,” when we are obliged to turn
to the tomb that has closed for ever on our illustrious coun-
tryman. But it is our duty to go to Zkat tomb, and learn
from the dead, the wisdom and the truth which we cannot
obtain’.from the living; it is our duty to consult even the
ashes of Grattan, and to catch from the d,g_vouring grdve a
particle even of that mind- which once electrified the bosom
of millions. To whom can Ireland say she is so much in-
debted as to this great man? We challenge the readeré of
her history to point out the Irishman to whose genius, and,
to whose virtues, to whose unconquerable spirit and desperate

Jidelity, the people of Ireland are so much indebted as to-
Mr. Grattan. Where is the man who devoted forty years of
a spotless life, and of unabated labours, to thé elevation and
aggrandizement of his native land, and who never Souo'bt
reward, but from the spontaneous” grantude of an admu'mg
people? — Where is the man who can say, I roge and I
fell with my country ! I carried her on my shoulders inta the
temple of Freedom, and I stood at the door of that temple,

-to devote my life, if necessary, to its preservation.” ‘Whag
man in Irish history, can say this but Grattan? .

Yet, even he, though so gifted with genius, and so full of
vu'tues, could not be exempt from the weaknesses of his na-~
ture. " The pride of opinion, the vanity of not glvmg way to
humble men, sometimes seduced Mr. Grattan into the com-
mittal of errors, which were cbvious to every one but ta him,
and would have been avoided by those who, compared with
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him, were as the Lilliputian to the Giant.” When living, it
was ‘the. duty of the humblest intellects to remonstrate even
"with Mi. Grattan; to- speak of his deviation with candour,
but with decorum;- to guard the nation against an example
so fascinating, and a name so powerful. But the grave has
swallowed all our differences, and history seems to stand be-
“fore us at this moment holding up to our view the brilliant
scenes in which Mr. Grattan is shedding on an- enslaved and
benighted land the light of his glowing mind, animating and
invigorating the sleepy and inert mass which surrounded him,.
and giving to his wondering countrymen a strength and a
spirit of which -they were hitherto. unconscious. From the
free trade of .1779, to the establishment of the Union, the life
of Mr. Grattan was an uninterrupted and fearless struggle
for the independence and rights of all denominations of his
countrymen. During that interval, it is true, a few clouds
passed across hini in his brilliant career, but they only ob~
scured- and -hid him for the moment from the nation’s eye. .
He rose again with redoubled effulgence, and followed the
fortunes of his country to the last moment of his existence.
In 1788, be was denounced by the bishops of the established
‘church, because he assailed their monopoly and arraigned
their avarice. He was the enemy of church and: state, be-.
cause he interfered between the poor and the tithe-proctor;
and, in 1798, the corporation of Dublin threatened to depose.
him from the throne on which his fellow-citizens had placed
him, (the representation of the metropolis,) because he pleaded,
with more than human eloquence, the rights of his Catholic
: countrymen to-equal and impartial privileges. In 1795, 1796;
and 1797, be was put.up-and put down by the sycophants of
power, as that power thought proper to issue their orders:
His. early idolaters forgot the object of their idolatry in. the
contemplatmn of, their interested speculations; and the
heads. of the university were the first to- set the example -
“of." political mouopoly. Mr, Grattan’s picture was no
longer to be seen in the college-hall. Lord Clare was the
chosen -favourite, and- this, -teo, at the moment when that
very Lord was sapping the foundations of Irish freedom;
but Mr. Grattan went on in his glorious course, undisturbed
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by the anathemas of churchmen aud _schoolmen. He knew
thie day would. return, when, corruption would lament her
creduhty, and when his name would once more reascend to
its proper station in’ the mind of his’ country.

. publm, 1820,

Edz'hburgh Review, November 1820.

IRELAND.

Tmmx God that all is. not profligacy and corruption in
the history of that devoted . people; and that, the. name. of
Irishman does not always carry with: it the idea of the op«
pressor or the oppressed ; the plunderer or the plundered,
the tyrant or the slave: great men hallow a whole people, and’
lift up all that live in their time, What Irishman does not feel
proud that he has lived in the days of Grattan ? who has not
tutned to him for comfort, from the false friends and open
* enemies of Ireland ? ‘Who did not remember bim in the days
of its bummgs and wastings and murders? No governmeht
ever' dismayed him: the ‘world could not bribe him: he
thought only of Ireland s lived for no other object ; ‘dedicated:
to her his beautiful fancy, his elegant wit, his manly courage,
and all the splendour of his astomshmg eloquence.” He was
so. born and so gifted, that poetry, forensic skill, elegant
literature, all the highest attainments of human genius, ‘were -
within his reach. - But he thought the noblest eccupation of a
man, was to make other men ~happy and freé; and in that
straight line he went on for fifly years, without one side look,
without one yielding thought, without one motive in his heart
which he mlght not have laid open.to. the view of God and:
man. He is gone: but there is not a single day of his "
honest life, of which every good Irishman would niot be more’
proud than of the whole political existence of his country-"
men, the annual deserters and betrayers of theu' natwe :
'land :

———



Ix ‘ FUNERALs

To James and Hcmy Grattan, Esgrs.

. London, June 7. 1820
GENTLFMEN,—FA]]ed with veneration for the character
of - your father, we venture to express a wish common to
us with many of those who most admired and loved him,
that what remains of him should be allowed to continue
' among us.
_ At has pleased Divine provndence to deprive the empire of
. his services, while he was here in the nelghbomhood of that
_sacted edifice where great men, from all parts of the British
‘dominions, have been for ages interred. We are desirous of
an opportunity of joining in due honour to tried virtue and
genius. “Mr. Grattan belongs to us also, and great would
be our consolation were we permitted to- follow him to the
grave, and to place him where he would not have been un-
willing to lie; by-the side of his illustrious fe]low-labourer in
the cause of freedom.

Duiicannon R. C. Ferguson Kinnaird ~
Wentworth (Fitzwil- T. C. Lambton Thanet )
liam) Creve Vassal Holland -
Augustus Frederick King H. Brougham
"(Duke of Sussex)  Milton Jersey

W: V. Fitzgerald Thomas Coke A. Hamilton
T. Ponsonby Arundell Erskine
Althorpe Rosslyn Samuel Rogers
W. H. Littleton J. Mackintosh Blessington
W.H Prinn .Albemarle ~ Henry G. Bennett.
George Tierney Carnarvon R. Sharpe
" Clifford Darnley Morpeth
Hamilton Bandon Darlington H. Russell
Besborough Bute Nugent ‘
W. T. Ponsonby Derby . William Lamb
Ossulston Spencer . Thos. H. Burke -
John Lens- Edward Petre 1. M‘Donald -
John Bennett Tavistock H. Norwich
C.W. Wyane J. Russell Norfolk

© 8t. Vincent _ Devonshire Bedford
Cowper - J. Fazakerly Surrey.
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T His qual Hmlmess the Dulke qf Swse.r, and the Nol)lemen
and Gentlemen, &c.

In answer to the kind and flattering communication received
by Mr, James and Mr. Henry Grattan, they beg to assure:
his Royal Highness, and the Noblemen and Gentlemen who
have made it, that they are most sensible of the expressions
of esteem and veneration which it contains towirds their
father, ,

. In the calamity with which they have been afflicted, itisa
consolat.lon to them to find, that he is honoured and niourned
by those whom he esteemed and respected.

If privaté feelings alone were consulted, their wish would
be that his remains should lie in that ground purchased by
the people of Ireland, as the reward of his exertions in. de--
fence of her liberties; but as so many individuals of Great
Britain, and his own countl:ymen‘ and friends, agree ‘that he
should be placed in Westminster Abbey, they gmtefully
accede to the honourable request of depositing his remains
in that sacred edifice, and by the side of that illusigious in~
dividual whom, in life, he so dearly valued, and near whom,
in death, it would have been lns pride to lie.

Baker-street, June lsth, 182Q.

THe remains of Mr. Grattan were, on Thursday night,
conveyed in a hearse and four to Richmond House,. Privy
Gardens, where, according to the published order, the friends"
of the deceased were to assemble at ten o’clock in the morning,
to'be marshalled for the funeral procession. The body lay in

* state in one of the parlours on the ground-floor. The ‘room
was hung in black, and lighted with silver lamps.

At the appointed hour @ considerable number of person-
ages of the first rank attended and were accommodated on the
ground-floor, in the grand range of drawing-rooms, and a con~
siderable number of gentlemen Y took their station in the garden
in front of the house, where the ceremonial of marshalling was
to take place. At a quarter before twelye o’clock, the neces-
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sary arrangements being completed, the processxon— (which
was pedestnan) moved out of the coach-entrance which opens
into Whitehall, and advanced against the centre of Parlia-
ment-street, which was newly gravelled for this imelancholy
occasion. A considerable multitude of persons who had, as
early as nine o’clock, assembled, filled the pathways and the
greater part of the centre” of the street; but the constables,
who were an'anged under the dn'ectlon of Mr. Lee, the high
constable, kept a sufficient space open for the funeral to ad-
vance.

Every individual, from the hlghest to the lowest, seemed
to féel as if he bad been deprived of a friend, a father; pnd
the general interest was not ' a little deepened -and increased
by the simple and unostentatious manner in which dukes,
ppeers, and nobles assisted In this last sad ceremony. s It
was the offering: of title at the shrine of talent, virtue,” and
‘integrity ; and in the hour of his country’s affliction, such a
testimonial must prove no common consolation. In the pro«
‘cession ‘were recognized many of his political opponents, who
“knew tod well bow tosvalue the purity of his intentions, and
the profound resources of his intellect, not to mourn his loss.

Mr. Lee and a body of constables clearing the way.
Two. mutes.
Mourners, two and two.
Two pages. Two hundred gentlemen, two and two. Two pages
The Irish students-at-law with hat-bands and gloves.
The clergy and medical gentlemen with scarfs,

Two mutes.
Bearer, with plume of feathers and escutcheon of the deceased.
' THE COFFIN,
covered with a rich pall, and supported by the
Duke of Wellington, ) Duke of Norfolk,
Earl of Hatrowby, Ear] of Donoughmore,
Lord Holland, Lord W. Fitegerald,  : -
Marquis of Downshire, : Lord Castlereagh (by proxy).
Chief mourner,
his train borne by Mr. H. Burke, supported by the Marquxs of Wellesley
and Lord Erskine,

James Grattan, Esq. (eldest son of the deceased).
Second mourner,
hu train borne by Mr. James Corry, and supported by Sir. B. Bloomﬁeld
and Mr, H. Caulfield,
Henry Grattan, Esq. (second son of the deceased). - -
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Duke of { His Royal Highness . Lord,
Devonshire. the Duke of Sussex. } Lansdowne.
Members of the House of Peers, four abreast, according to title and rank.
;Members of the House of Commons, four ‘abreast, according torank.

. Gentlemen who attended as friends of the Deceased, two and two.
Undertaker’s men as fitting, &c.
Three pages closed the procession.

8 “The Romaﬁ Catholic nobleman and gentlemen attended in
pursuance of the resolution adopted by that body : —

British Catholic Board, IiIonday, June 12. 1820.

. His Grace the Duke of Norfolk in the chair, :
Moved by Lord Arundell — seconded by the Hon. Edward Petré.

Resolved unanimously. — 1st, That the British ‘Catholic Board
feel an anxious wish to manifest, in the most expressive manner.
theu' deep affliction at the heavy calamity whic® has befallen the
empire, and particularly the Catholic body, by the death of the
Right Hon. Henry Grattan, ‘and that the members of the Board
do attend his funeral in Westminster Abbey, as a testimony
of their gratitude for his eminent services, of their respect for his
memory,.and of their heartfelt gnef at a loss so generally and so
deservedly deplored.

-2dly, That the governors and commlttees of ‘the &£atholic
schools within this metropolis be requested to allow the children
of their respective charities also to-attend the funeral. ‘

NORFOLK, Chairman.
EpwARrD JERNINGHAM, Secretary.

The children were accordingly ranged in front of, the
grand entrance into the abbey. The Irish children were ha-
bited in green; and ‘the whole presented a most interesting
and affecting spectacle

The procession occupied nearly an hour in moving from
Richmond House to Westminster Abbey, where it was re-
ceived at the great western door by the Rev. Dr. Ireland, the
dean of Westminster, and attended by the whole ehoir of
the abbey, who chaunted one of Handel’s grand anthems
as it advanced along the aisle to the vault prepared to receive
the coffin.- The dlst.mgmsbed charactergs who composed
the procession formed at each side of the vault, which was
hung with black, as the ocoffin was borne to the openmg of
ithe vault. :



Wiy NEW! Whit FoR’ DUBLIN.

“»'The :deaf, ‘aftes ter ‘minatés past -bne ‘o’clécky read ‘the
service-for - the dead,’ and immediately afer the doors: of the'
fomb ‘were ‘closed upon the remains of Mr: Grattany amid the
“strong and unaffected ‘grief ‘of the most illustrious ‘charactery
of -the: émpire, - ‘The tomb' lies :nearly between - the spot. ‘of
&arth“which- encloses ‘all that was ‘mortal of Pitt and Fox.
1t adjoins the ‘grave of the great Lord Chatham, und i sur~
fouiided by the tombs of Lord Mansfield and othér émirent
public characfers, — The foot of Mr. Grattan’s coffin’ nearly
touches that of Mr. Fox. It is exactly the spot, out of his owrné
country, which it would be supposéd Mr. Grattan would have
selected for his tomb. He rests among the most illustrioud
statesmen: who have adorned the modern annels of thé
gountry. - .

" House of Commons, Wednesday, June 14. 1820,
'NEW WRIT FOR DUBLIN,

Sik'Y: MXckintess, in rising to move for a new for the
yeturn of ‘a member to serve in Parliament for' the' City of
‘Dublin; in" the’ room of the Right Hon. Henry Grattain
‘begged ‘leive, in’ the absence.of. his Right Hom. Frieridy
f(Sir‘.T-. Newport) to say a.few words upon this imelancholy
“occasion; + Hé could assure'the House, with the utmost hus-
“ility, ‘that'he ‘had not undertaken. this ‘task without:the
‘déepest; sense of his own-inability to do -justice to that imi
‘mortal name; and he could assure the House, with' equal
‘fruth, that he had not undertaken it from any general partiality
‘fo’ proceedings of: this nature. Far from approving of such &
‘churse being'pursued in cases of an ordinary description,® he
‘Wal reddy to admit that, if the practice were extended beyord
‘fhe Yery narrow limits 'within which it had been of late years
“confined  if friendship should make such addresses degenerate
$nt6 matters of Bourse, he should most. sincerely deplore the
departure’ from" our* recent custom, and heartily avish to,.ret
“tirn to theinodest silence of our forefathers.! Indeed, studied
‘panégyrics on the dead, were not consistent with: the, genersl

du
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character and simple habits of Englishmen ;' it was: a’ prac-
tice tather suited to-an enslaved people than to a land of free-
meny; for those wha were debarred from the manly exercise§
open..to. the, natives of this country, and restrained ta, few
subjects, - might, be ‘expected,. in the absence of other, themes-
on which they might dilate, to exhaust themselves in laboured
orations- and in unmerit_ed praise.  In modetn ‘times; .the
House had wisely limited. this usage, and had confided such
trihutes. to cases. in which the recent death, where warm
respecty admiration, and affection, .made it impossible for any
difference of opinion to prevail, The bounds which has thus’
been observed,. ought not to be exceeded. The House had
acted wisely, reserving such distinctions for occasions. of an
-extraordinary nature. -Were this not done, the: practice
would soon resolve itself into. & hollow and hypocritical
parade, conferring no honour on the subject of it, reflecting
na credit on the House, ‘and degrading to the feelings of the
nation. . If he should be ashamed of being found wanting in
respect to the memory of those he had most loved” and 'ho-
noured on earth, he should not be less so of suffering feelings
. of personal regard to influence. him on an occasion like the
present, so as to induce him: to_ bring-forward €he merity of
an individual as entitled to public admlratxon, where it was at
all. doubtful whether posterity would confirm the decision that
foight becorne so in the. first. instance, . "The honours they
might render to those who were no more, ought to be strictly
confined to such cases as he had supposed. They owed, this
ss.well to.the memory of those who had..not. received such
honours ‘as to those who hdd received: them ; _to their own
characters as well as to those of their friends; for many. who
had 'not been so distinguished, were entitled to the. hlghest
bonours that friendship could bestow, though not to that pe-
culiar mark of public consideration in that House whnch
ought t6 be the appropriate reward. of exalted public, vu‘tue
‘and transcendent talent. - He could not but. insist tha; tlgg
restraint imposed on their.feelings ought to be continued,. for
that: eulogmm and those plaudlts would become, uttelly wort,h-
less;oif for-a-thoment it could: be doubted . that..they were sm-.
‘petesrs Wheni he-stated that. exalted.. virtue, . great publ;c
Bémcasmnd transcendent talent:weve, the ;:onquna orL whlcll
YOL. 1. d
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such honours should be granted, and uttered the name of
Mr. Grattan, he was confident that every one who heard him
would be ready to reply with eagerness, that he had satisfied
‘thenr all.. "The first peculiarity which he would mention in
-the character of this distinguished individual, was a circums
stance’ memorable in itself, and, as far as he knew, un-
paralleled in history.  Mr. Grattan was the first person (as
he was informed), and certainly he was the only individual
in our age, té. whom parliament had voted a recompence for
services: rendered to ‘the country, by one who was no more
" than a private gentleman, and who enjoyed ‘neither civil nor
military honours. It was now nearly forty years since the
House of Commons bad voted an estate to him and his
family, not as a remuneration, for it was impossible that his
transcendent merits could be remunerated, but as a testimony
of national gratitude for his unequalled services. That vote
was an indelible record of the gratitude of his country. He
found his country labouring under the evils of a foreign
policy; he restored it to its mdepe‘ndence, he found his
‘country a province of England; he gave it a name among
the nations; he restored it to its just rights and privileges..
‘He was oné of the few whose happiness and whose glory it
had been to have liberated his country from the domination of
a foreign power, not by arms and blood, but by wisdom and
eloquence. And 'he had the peculiar felicity of en)oymg as
‘much esteem and admiration in the country whose pretensions
-he had resisted, as in the country whose mdependence he
has restored. * To try his merits by another ‘eriterion, it
“was to be expected that in his arduous career of pubhc ser-
vice, much diversity of opxmon was to be encountered,’ nnd
- many honourable enmities to be incurred. It was, however,
the peculiat happiness of the great man whose Toss they je-
plored, ‘that he had survived all those enmities; he }lad
Tlived till the mellowing hand of time and the mild vxrtues ‘of
age,’ had extmgulshed every feelmg of Jealousy, and ‘men of
all parties:and opxmons united in paymg ‘to his memory a
homage, deep, sincere, and unexampled. ' The House must
feel, that, in paying this mark of ‘distinction to his memory,
pasterity would review their declslon, and that the name of
Grattan would occipy & large space in history. The narra-
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twe of Ius lee would in reahty, form the hlstory of* ‘his
country. Fertile as the British empire had been in great men
during the last half century, Ireland had undoubtedly con-
tx'buted her full sbme, but no name, not even the jllustrious
names of Burke, ‘Sheridan, and Welhmrton, were more cer-.
tamly historical, or more sure to be remembered: by posterity,
than that of Grattan. Without. entering into those contro-
‘verted _topics, the defence of which had obtamed for him the
nratltude of his country in the year 1782, he would observe
only, ‘that, whatever dxﬁ"erence of opinion. murht exist, as to
the- “Union between the two nations, . nothmo' was more’ cer~
‘tain than this — thet no_union could be lastmg, till the two -
nations met upon equal terms, and the represenmtwes of
Ireland had their just and full share in the administration  of
the whole empire. To mention a circumstance of inferior
moment, it was a striking pecuhanty in his pmhamentary
‘history, ‘and unexampled, pelhnps, in the hlstory of orators,
‘that he might be said to have arrived at the first class of elo-
quence in two parhaments, dxﬂ'ermrr in their taste, opmlon,
‘and habits, as much as any two assembhes of different nations
eould differ from each" other. His pre-emmence was con:
fessed in his own country, where wit and eloquence sprung
up more spontaneously than in any other —it was confessed
m this country, ‘where he came at an advanced : age, and at a
enod when the' House of Commons were made justly § severe
!n ‘theiy’ judoment by the daily display of talents, such as had
_rarely Teen seen in any age or countr y, he had therefou; fo
lei)counter great nimes on the one hand, and unwalranmble
exp ctat?ons on the other, The inconvenience arlsma fm,m
the'p rachce ‘of addressing the House upon these occasions,
em'Fered 1t necessary to allenre pecu]mutles, and he cou}d
sh&w tliat in this case at least the precedent. could not, be-
‘tome dangérous. 'This great ‘man did not indeed dlq in this
"Héuse ; but hé died in his ploo-ress to dlschalge his; publnc
'dutles, ‘he ‘died in' the pubhc service. As to the .measure
which he intenided to propose to ‘Parfiament, he-: mlght yen~
“Fare;” perlmps, w1thout oi’f‘endm# the feehngs Of any man, ‘to
‘deScribe what that gleat man thoucrht upoy the gubject. He
“had'¥isked his Tife to’ come to  this House, Dbecayse he ﬂlougilt
5t'would be thic means of Vealing the bleeding” wounds of his
d 2
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ﬁountry, of estabhshmg harmony and union in a kmﬂdom,
whose independence he had himself achieved ; of transmitting
to posterity with the records of her pohtlcal the history of
her rehglous llberatmn, of vindicating the honour of the
Protestant rellglon, and wiping from it the last stain that
‘dimmed its purity, -and of supporting the cause of religious
liberty, whose spirit went forth emancipated at the Reform-
:ation, and, which was adopted into the laws and constitution
of the country. In.this great cause he had sacrificed his
life, His virtues were without alloy, ‘and the purity of his
life was equal to the brightness of his glory, for he was: as
eminent in his observarce of all the duties of private life, as

*"he was heroic in the discharge of his public ones. He was
one of those rare examples whose private virtues were as con-
spicuous as his public character, and shone forth as an ex-
ample to all human nature. It was riot his fortune to become
acquainted with him. till an advanced period of his life; and
though, in all the intercourse which he had had with men of
genius, he had constantly found simplicity of character to
accompany great endowments of mind; he might truly say
that he had never met with an instance in which such native

" grandeur of mind was blended with so much infantine play-
fulness and simplicity ; in which the softest qualities were so -
happily combined with the loftiest and the grandest of human
nature. He might truly apply to him the words of an
ancient writer : —

Vita mnocentlsslmus, ingenio florentiseimus, proposito sanctissimus.

It was the dying prayer of this great man, .that Great
Britain' and Ireland might be for ever united in the bonds of
amity, and that the last stains of rellglous intolerance might
be effaced from our system. Such has been the great object

‘of his political life, and by his unceasing endeavours in this -
-cause, he had not merely rendered himself the pride and
ornament of his own country, but he was entitled to the
reverential gratitude and pious affection of every Englishman.
He trusted that he would not be too fanciful if he indulged a
hope that the honouis paid to Mr. Grattan’s memory in’ this
‘country, might have some tendency to promote the great ob-
jects of his life, by showing to Ireland how much we valued
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services rendered to her, even at the expence of our-own pre-
,udxcea and pude, the man who has thus served her; must
ever be the ob_]ect of the reverential gratitude and pions: re-
‘collectlon of every Inshman ‘When the illustrious dead are
gathered into one common tomb, all national distinctions fade
away, and they seem to be connected with us by a closer
union, than laws or governments can produce; it is natural
to dwell on their merits and their. probable reward. I feel,
Aftherefore, that I cannot better close what I have to say, than
by applying to Mr. Grattan the lines written on one who
had successfully laboured to refine our taste and our manners,
_but had nothmg in common with him other than a splendid
_imagination and & spotless life. Of Mr. Grattan, when car-
ried to that spot where sleep the ashes of kindred greatness,
it it may truly be said,

Ne'er to those chambers where the mighty rest,
Since their foundation, came a nobler guest,
Not e’er was to the bowers of bliss convey’d

A purer spirit or more holy shade.”

Lord Castlereabh agreeing with the remarks made by the
Hon and Learned Gentleman, as to the occasions on which
a pubhc tribute of applause should be rendered to those who

“‘were no more, perfectly entered into the feelings which had
‘been expressed with respect to Mr. Grattan, “and thought po
‘individual could hesitate in awarding to his name the honours
claimed for it.. He could remember when he, (Lord C.) first
came into public life in 1790, that Mr. Grattan was then in
the splendour of his talents, and certainly no talents- had
ever asserted greater supremacy over a popular assembly,
than’ h1s "had done. (Hear, hear!) He was. of. opinion,
that, in the great transaction which had been alluded. to,
England profited not less from the tglents of Mr. Grattan
than Ireland had done. ' By the victory which he had pre-
‘viously gained, Mr. Grattan had laid the foundation for that
measure which had ‘united the two islands of Great Britain '
and Ireland into one empxre, and dissipated those mists which
had before prevented both countries from seeing their, true
interests. -The commercial bigotry which had once existed,
was overthrown in consequence of his exertions, and the ad-

-d s
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vantages resulting from this, were now felt in the wealth -
whxph each’ country poured into the other, and which it was
now uSmess of parliament to fructify and encrease. He.
concurred entu‘ely in the observation which had been made
by the Honourable and Learned Gentleman, upon the elo-
quence of Mr. Grattan. It was no easy matter to transplant
a tree a&er a certain pemod ‘but in Mr. Grattan’s case, the :
tree had been successfully transplanted, and the House had
felt'its shade. Whatever difference of opinion mlght exist
as 'to .the great question which it was his intention to bring
before Parliament, there could be none as to the transcendent
merits of the great statesman who. had made the last feeble
effort ‘of his expiring frame, to promote the welfare of his .
country (Hear, hear, hear.) — He wished it-were in his
power to express in terms more adequate, the general political
venération he felt for the great character who was the subject
of their present discourse. He wag sure that there would be
found as many, whose sentiments agreed, with those so elo-
quently expressed by the Hon. and Learned Gentleman, on
his (Lord Castlereagh’s) side of the House, as there were
on ‘the other. — (Hear.) He was sure the virtues of that
great character would long live in the memory of the British
mnation. (Cheers )

Mr. C. Grant entreated the pardon- of the House for_
occupying: their attention for a few minutes on a subject which,
to him was so deeply interesting. He was glad that this oc-.
casion had not been allowed to pass, without paying that just
tribite of panegyric to thé memory of the late Mr. Grattan,

because he thought it was due to the feelmrrs of the House of
" Commons, to’ the feelings of Ireland, and he would add, of
England; for we had also shared the advantage and glory of
his talents. He would ‘not enter into a detail of the public
life' and' character of Mr. Grattan — it was satisfactory and
consoling, ‘that ‘upon such an occasion all party differences
should be laid aside. In truth, that great man was now far
removed from all party differences; he had already taken his
place among kindred spirits, to whom his distinguished vir-.
tues on earth had long been approximating him. That great
. man was as delightful in private life as he was in public. One
. great' beauty in his character was, that love of retirement
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which the ardour of his patriotism’ led him to forsake. To.
his last days he felt and admired all the’silent charms, of
nature, with all the freshness and ardour of a first afEectlon.‘
He had had opportunities of seeing him. in, the midst of
his family and’ friends, and of observmo with what urban-
ity he gave “himself up to the pleasures of domestic life.
These recollections made him feel far more deeply the irre-
parable loss which himself, in common with the whole nation,
now sustained; but they suggested another more useful feel-
ing — the intimate connection there was between great public
and great private virtues, In truth, Mr. Grattan’s pohhcal
virtues struck so deep, because they were deeply rooted in
the domestic virtues, — (Hear, hear!)

Mr. ‘Wilberforce observed, that the great public services
which had been rendered, both to Ireland and-to Great Bri-
tain by the eminent and lamented individual in question, had
been well described by his Honourable and Learned Friend.

" Having witnessed all the exertions of Mr. Grattan’s political
life, after his, introduction into this country, he beggéd to-be
allowed to say a single word on the subject. He had never
known & man whose patriotism and love for ‘the constitution
of his country seemed so completely to extinguish all private
interests, and to induce him to look invariably and exclu-
sively to the public good — (Hear, hear, hear.) His mind
was of a character wlnch enabled him completely to triumph
over party feeling on all questions-of great public impertance.
(Hear, hear.) He could not abstain from remarkmg, that
to -this particular praise, Mr. Grattan was entitled in more,
than an ordinary degree; well he remembered, that when
Mr. Grattan was apprehensive that the love of liberty, which
no one had more zealously infused into his countrymen than
himself; carried to excess, might betray them into illegitimate
conduct, he freely subjected himself to unpopularity, with a
view to avert the evil, and to recal those who were giving way
to it to a just sense of the beneficial and excellent qualities
of the constitution: under which they lived = (Hear, hear.)
Mr. Grattan showed true wisdom in thus mamfestmn' that the
love of liberty was never so substantially gratified, as when it
was "gratified with a due observance of that proper rule and

d 4



dexii *NLW) W RIT{ FOR: DUBLIN.

dmbordination fwithount:: which -the principles of society must
immediitely dlssolve‘-n(Hear, hearl).- -~ . o
-t MV Fitzgerald ‘trusted. he might be permlt.ted to'.oc-
Qupygghe House; for-a few moments, with..the expression:iof
thos¢; isentiments which were common _t6- all ‘who .had ever
known the revered  individual whose. loss -the country. had
now tgideplore.. He was fully sensible; that whatever might
be said on the subject, might do honour to themselves and to
the; 1country ;- but could add no honor to the memory of such
aman as Mr. Grattan. The Honourable and Learned Gen-
tleman who bad’ introduced the topic -to. the .House, had
expatiated on- the character of his illustrious friend with an
eloquence and a feeling to which:*every breast responded. It
‘had been truly said by the Honourable -and Learned Gentle-
xan that, if they wished to read the history of Mr. Grattam,
they must read the history of his country. -With every me-
morable -occurrence in Irish history during the last forty
years,, Mr. Grattans name -was connected ; and bhe had
stamped it with his character. It was:superfluous to- dilate
on this subject. - To Mr. Grattan’s -exertions, Ireland: prin-
«cipally owed her 1ndependence. In his own words, the ‘re-
-yolution then achieved was ' alone in the history of empires,
the . revolution accomplished without shedding & 'drop of
Jitman -blood.” (Hear, heary, hear!). He would -abstain
ifrom . dwellmg on any topic calcilated to excite a difference
of opinion; but it was impossible to contémplate the occaston
and circumstances of Mr, Grattan’s death, without some re-
ference to that particular question, which, to the last moment
.of that great man’s existence, occupied his.whole heart and
;soul.  Without entering into any discussion, whether Mr.
Grattan’s opinions on that question were right or not (the
House knew his,. Mr; V. Fitzgerald’s sentiments upon. it), he
could not refrain from observing that there was, in the very
_manner and time of Mr. Grattan’s death, a consecration of
‘his .opinions on that most important sub_;ect which was well
calculated to augment their force and impression. - He recol-
Jected that on the first occasion on which he had the honour
and the happiness to hear Mr. Grattan in parliament, in'ad-
verting to the talents and services -of his eminent but ‘de-
ceased contemporaries, “Burgh, "Yelverton, and Flood, he
14
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observed, gt ‘although they had-not" Iwedltwwn.hesd the
restoration of -the mdepende!'lce of - Ireland, their' -genius
'might be. said to survive,-even in‘the measurés which'they
‘had themselves failed to accomplish. Mur: Grattah -wis' mriore
felicitous. * - His fame .rested, ‘not’ on::tensures: which: had‘
failed, but on' measures which had ‘sucteeded: but he (Mr.
V. Fitzgerald)  trusted that, ‘with respect to-the: other great
‘principles -so” often and so admirably maintained by lﬁn in
that: House; his’ genius (to use his own expression) might
survive and'operabe, though his mortal ‘part had- ceased ‘to
exist. ~ (Hear, hear, hear)

Mr. Beecher declared his conviction, that the House would
~/make allowance for the feelings which must animate -every
-Irish bosom on contemplntlng t.he qualities of the most dis-

tinguished and useful patriot that his country had ever pro-
duced. - (Hear.) °~Without stopping for & moment to
consider his own incapacity to address -the House on such a
subject; he should be ashamed to sit silently in any assembly
where he-had a right to deliver his sentiments, when the
name of Mr. Grattan was mentioned ; and he was sure that his
sentiments were in - unison with‘thbse of all who"heard him,
when he expressed his deep lamentation for the loss; and his
profound veneration and gratitude. for the services of the
illustrious individual in question. He by no means intended
to enter into any detailed panegyric on that great man.: He
‘was incapable of the task; and if he were capable of it,"it
:would be altogether superfluous. His principal reason for
rising was to mention to the House that a document — the
:dymg -exhortation of Mr. Grattan to his' Catholic country-
men had been communicated to him (Mr. Beecher), which,
.with . the permission of the House; he ‘would now read.
.(The Hon. Member here read the document in questlon) .

* The followmg is the paper alluded to. Dndmg himself unable
to go down to the House, Mr, Grattap dxctuted 1t 8 short nme
.. before his death. .

. g} have entrgated of Providence to nge me an opportumty to

_:submit g few propositions,. regarding your situation ; they go. to
the Roman Catholic interest and to your own. ..

I‘nrat,-—l most atrong,lyrecommend that the twa countrus may
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Nothiog . could, :in his Opinion, be ‘more favourgble to Mr. ¢ -
Grattan than this proof; in his dying moments, of his anxious
solicitude that his Catholic countrymen might not fall into--

errbr. . He (M. Beecher) trusted ¢hat they would not do so; -

He: trusted they would not fail in the attainment of the im- '
portant.object -which they had in view. If they should fail, *
‘he was persuaded it could only be by a departure from the *

" never separate, and that Ireland should never seek for any con-
pexion except with Great Britain. -

My next advice is, that the people of these countries should
not look to a Democratical Government ; they are not fit for it ;

“and the Democracy proposed means nothing but a military
Lovernment.
. Universal Suffrage and Annual Parhaments, profess to give the
people the power which they do nmot. Their first operation
is to repeal all the laws which prevent the arniy from voting,
and of course leaves the election to the army. The next operation
is to remove all the laws that prevent persons who are connected
with' the revenue from voting, and leaves the election to the influ-
ence of the Crown ; the result of both would be a riof, and not
an election. I have just breath enough to enter my protest
against both.

With respect to the Roman Catholics, they have a right to
worship their God as they please, the Roman Catholics have
@ right to believe in transubstantiation ; they owe allegiance to.
their God and to their king ; but they do not owe allegiance to the
. Pope ;. there exists no right, there exists no power to control
them.

Under these circumstances, I beg to propose the following
resolutions.

Resolved,— That a committee be appointed, with a view to
repeal the Civil ‘and Political disabilities, which affect His
Majesty’s Roman Catholic sabjects on account of their religion. -

Resolved, — That such repeal be made with due regard to the
Inviolability of the Protestant Religion and Establishments.

Resolved, — That these Resolutions do stand the sense of the
Commons of the Imperial Parliament, on the subject of Civil
and Religious Liberty, and as such be laid before His Majesty»

These resolutions contain my sentiments; this is my testa-
mentary disposition, and I die with a love of liberty in my heart,
and this declaration in favour of my country in my kand.
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dying/ injunctions--of their unwearied champion; and best
friend ; . and .who, - had - taken so. solemn -an . oppmtumt:y of
giving wholesome advice. to them, as he had frequently done
to those who were to legislate for them. - He had gratified”
his own feelings in havmor said these few ‘words; he hoped he:
had done no injury to the memory of the great- ‘man -of:
whom he. had been: speaking ;- and he trusted he had not
committed an unreasonable trespass on the patience of the
Hoise. — (Hear, hear.)
The motion was agreed fo.
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POETRY-

GRATTAN s GRAVE

Bowep down by patrlarch length of days

And toil of public services, .

Dim waned at last Life’s wasted ﬁame,
And Nature’s final crisis came —

Yet then, even then, when withering pain
Press’d hard upon the breath and bram,
The spirits’ quenchless element . , |
Blazed forth all freshly and.unspent -
For liberty one rally yet,

One struggle ere her sun be set ! —

The Patriot willed — the mortal tried —
And in the glorious effort died !

He died, as might become the past,
Sublime and radiant to the last;

His latest accents breathing zeal

For freedom, and his country’s weal.

For them he lived — for them would pray,
As life’s low pulses ebb’d away;

‘But, in the midst, the prayer was riven, |

On earth half uttered — half in heaven —
And sure, if dying Patriot’s love

E'er reached the eternal throne above,
That martyr’s pure, impassioned prayer,
Found audit and acceptance there.

Ranged by his bier in stranger land,

There mourn’d a good and glorions band,
Of majesty, and might, and mind,

The living lights of human kind ;

And near his proud allotted bed,

- Reposed the kindred patriot dead —

Yet *midst that scene, where every name
‘Was shrined in History — dear to I ame-j-—
Seemed the new inmate, entering there *
Like some celestial messenger,

To reign alone — his memory

To dim all'else — and every eye

TForgot the royal, good, and brave,

Rooting its glance in Grattan’s grave.



POETRY. Txekvit

And Eloquence,  her son was weeping,

Among the mute now stilly sleeping ;

And Erm s orphaned children sent,

Across the seas, their hearts’ lamept;

Arnd generous England’s chosen flower

Of chivalry, and wor th, and power, -
Mirigled their manly sympathy -

Above a name that cannot die.

The Patriot’s memory will be blest
‘Wherevet be his place of rest,

Yet his, perchance, had meeter been

In his owr native valleys green,

“Where pilgrim hands;- with" pious care,
Shamrocks,. the first of sprmb, might bear;.
And offer, all to them that’s given«—- :
Their fond, believing prayer, to Heaven. |
- But no —tis kere his grave should be,
Majestic land-mark to the free,

Breathing ‘a soul, - a power, a spell

O’er men — a moral miracle—

Here,;® near yon 'walls so often- shobk,

By the stern might of his rebuke, -

‘While bigotry, with blanching brow,- = .
" Heard him, and blush’d, but would not bow.
Here, ‘where his ashes may falfil .

His country’s cherished miission still,-

And when, by his example fired,

Some Patriot, like himself, inspired,

Again the arduous theme shall try,.

For which *twas his to live and die;

Here let hinx point his last appeal,’

Where Statesmen and where Kings should knee]
His bones will warn them to be just,

Sull pleadmg even from the duist !'-

s West_mmster Abbey. :



Ixxviii FOETRY.

By Thomas Moore.

SuALL the harp then be silent, when he who first gave
To our country a name, is withdrawn from all eyes ?!
Shall a minstrel of Erin stand mute by the grave; .
Where the first — where the last of her patriots lies?.-

No —faint though the death-song mgy fall from his lips,
Though his harp, like his soul, may with shadows be crosﬁ,
Yet, yet shall it sound, *mid a nation’s eclipse, :

And proclaim to the world what a star hath been lost | -

‘What a union of all the affections and powers

By which life is_exalted, embellished, refined,

‘Was embraced in that spirit — whose centre was ours,
Whild its mighty circumference circled mankind.

Oh! who that loves Erin— or who that can see -
Through the waste of her annals, that epoch sublime —
Like a pyramid rais’d in the desert, where he’ :
And lus.glory stand out to the eyes of all time | —..

That one lucid mterval, snatch’d from the gloom

And the madness of ages, ‘when, fil'd with his soul,
JA nation o’erleap’d the dark bounds of her doom,
And, for one sacred instant, touch’d Liberty’s goal !

‘Who, that ever hath heard him — hath drank at the _source
Of that wonderful eloquence, all Erin’s own, = .

In whose high-thoughted daring, the fire and the force,(,
And the yet untam’d spring of her spirit was shown —

An eloquence, rich — wheresoever its wave

‘Wandered free and triumphant— with thoughts tlmt shohe
through,

As clear as the brook’s ¢ stone of lustre,” and gave,

With the flash of the gem, its solidity too.
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Who, that ever approach’d him, when free from the crowd,
In a home full of love herdelighted to tread -

’Mong the trees which a nation had given, and which bow'd,.
As if each brought a new civic crown for his head—-

That home«where —like him who, as fable hath told,

Put the rays from his brow, that his child might come near,
Every glory forgot, the most wise of the old

Became all that the simpledt and youngest hold dear.

Is thexe one who hath thus, through his orbit of life,

But at distance observed hlm—-—throutrh glory, througli blame,
In the calm of retreat, in the grandeur of strife,

‘Whether shining or clouded, still high and the same —

Such a union of all that enriches life’s hous,

Of the sweetness we love, and the greatness we praise,
As that type of simplicity blended with power,

A child with a thunderbolt only pourtrays.

©h nomnot a heart, that e’er knew him, but mourns,
Deep, deep o’er the grave where such glory is shrin’d —
O’er a monument Fame will pleserve ’mong thé urns -

Of the wisest, the bravest, the bes'tt of mankmd !

.. . .

ON A LIBEL,. sun T0 'BE COPIED FROM ‘AN IRISH :NEWS-
"PAPER ¥, ON THE MEMORY.OF MR, GEATTAN. . -

CAN it be that from Ireland the calumny came?
“"Was'it there that a heart and a hand could be found
To rake up the ashes and rifle the fame
Of the‘ mmhtlest man that e’er hallowed her gxound ?

Does she boast her exemptxon from venom no more ?
Most wretched, but long the most pure spot of earth I
~Hsve the tears of her sons washed the charm: from her shor e,
And cormptzon hatched v1le thmgs llke this mto bu'th ?

* The beemlan Journal, now extmct conducted on Orange prm-
ciples under the admlmstratlon ‘of ‘the Duke of Richmond, Lord Talbot,
and Mr. Saurin (Attorney General. ) .
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No, no— let us hope that somée less favoured clime
Engendered the crawlef; *which erept from the gloom
'To shake off its-covering of slander and slime
In the brightness that shines round the Patriot’s tomb.

Oris i‘t,t'hat fame —=like the mouldering clay %,
. In the charnel — is doomed for a while to remain,
Of self-begot reptiles the sport, till the day . :
‘When the loud trump of Heavan shall arouse:i} again?

It would seem so ~+for. all whom the v;orld, has adored,.
Let their glory be built on.what structure it might,
On virtue or valout = by pen or by sword = - *
Have had spots-on their disk, be it ever so bnghf.

Let us look throygh the vistas of History’s page; «
And we see not one name of the good or the grept,’
Ungnaed by the loathsomest worms ‘of the age-
And can Grattan ﬁnd freedom from Clcero 3 fate 2

But nq fear for his fame from suth reptiles as: those, v
When Wellington, Castlereagh, Canning wére proud/
To wash out the shame that they once were. his foes,
~In tears which bedewed every fold of hls shroud. :

Little fear for his fame, when a hahd weak as mme,
That was palsied by grief when the Patriot died,
And dared not his greatness disgraced by one line,
Has nerve to crush zis thing by which he's decried. -

Still let not the unavowed wretch slink from aay - - v
In some bye-place of scorn -— for when ruffians infest?
Each illustrious traveller on honour’s broad way, -
‘We must gibbet some thlms to frlgbten the rest

Let him skulk not unknown, but immortal uprise;’
Like the Grecian incendiary; blasted by Fame;
And when temples to Grattan are piercing the slnes,
. On their basements be sculptured the Libeller’s nare}

T. 182L.
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THE DEATH OF MR, GRATTAN.
Attribuied to Mrs. Rickard Trench.: *

Tmr. phuamx of our isle ascends on high :-
" He did not idlygwait
: Th’ impending stroke of* Fate
The noble bird prepar’d his nest to die.
The scintillating flame
Arose to heav’n, from whence it came,
And leaves a trail of light along the sky.

Grattan | thy triumph over death,
Thy fervid days’ majestic close,
Thy kindling hope, and bright repose,
Bequeath’d us, thh thy parting’breath,
. A boon as great as ought thy mind
E’er strove to win for human kind,
‘We catcha ghmpse of unknown pow’rs,
More of the coming world than durs,
Seeing, that blah and holy views
Such glories o’er thy couch diffuse, ‘
That life can noughs more precious give,
Than thns, like thee, to cease to live.

Thy patnot heart desu"d t exhale
Its latest sigh within the pale

Where Chatham, deeply honour'd, fell,”
Dying, like him, in"duty’s path.
Heav’n check’d this wish ~— not in its wrath,
But lest thy.rising soul should trace,

In those it loved on earth so well,

. Such pangs as time can ne'er efface,
Had other eyes or hearts than thelrs.
Bestowed the last and dearest catm _

- For, blest and blessmt? in each tig .

The charities of life supply,

TOL. X
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*T'was thine domestic joys to prove,
Through a long fine of -cirgling years,
‘Whose mingling radiance but appears

One summer’s ‘,dayvof. wedded love.

Oh ! was it not a piercing task,
‘When a pale daughter knelt to ask
A dying father’s last reply !
As Royal Sussex pray’d,. that all,
Of noble Grattan, that could dle, ,
Might wait the last triumphant.chll, .
Where poets, heroes, sages lie.

Deep fove explor’d thy fadmg eyes,
" So near their total, last eclipse;
And saw a tsansient spark arise— -
Saw a swtet smile pass o’er. thy lips,
And in the pressure of thine hand,’
As cold before as mountain .snow,’
Now warm with ‘momentary glow,
Felt how the vgstal flame was fann’d,
¢ That, deep Within thine ardent soul,.
Blaz'd under virtue’s strong control,
Immm‘tal as from Heav’n it came,
The pure, ethereal love of fame.

‘When, on Ierne’s emerald shore,

“Thou saw’st her grateful myriads pour ;-
Her cliffs all kindling into life,

As swift receded from thy.view -

That beauteous theatre of strife, -

The land that found thee always true «—
The, wmkings of thy mighty mind .
Must in their circle have combin’d, .

Of thought, of “feeling, "passion, more
Than ev'n thy eloquence could reach —
- Too deep for tears, too strong for speech.

The multitﬁde,‘ with fond respect,’
Awhile each mark of feeling check’d :
"
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The llght wave, ’l‘lpleﬂ‘ on the shol'ezr
Was plainly heard — the parting: oar’. <
But when this. hal]ovfd silence broke,
When ev'ry voice was heard: to: swell
In one magmﬁcent farewell, ~ o -
As if thy country’s genius: spoke 3
Far as th’ inspiring ‘sounds extend,:
The ocean, Freedom’s awful frxend
Thrill’d through his inmost depths,s.and murmur N
" hoarse applause. e
While on thiné heart-an 1mpulse fell
That, sweetly soothing, seem’d to tell .
Of triumph to thine holy eause. -

What was thy sum of public life ?

One long and exemplary strife,

To banish all that darkens earth,

And serve the land that gave thee birth.
Thy youngest hope — thy latest care -—
Thy daily wish — thy dying prayer —
‘Was freedom of the noblest kind,
The freedom of th’ immortal mind.

Thy energy nof rose nor fell, ™

As pride might wake,_ or passion swell ;
Such in thy bosom could not dwell :

*T'was a bright river, swiftly ﬂowing,

Abounding more as onward gomg

Now with fertilizing course -

Diffusing plenty ; now with force -

Upheaving dark and ruin’d tow’rs, .

Grey relics of: barbaric hours.

Thine eloquence illumined high

Whatever caught thy mental eye;

Adorn’d the lovely form of Truth,

To claim th’ enamour’d vow of: youth, .
Dispell’d the mists in Error’s dark domam,
The conscience pierc’d with salutary pain,
Call'd forth new feelings,: waken’d dormant powers,”
And bade the desert bloom:with-vernal flowers ;
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Pale Bigotrj her war-whoop sang in vain,
And charm’d Attention bugg’d her golden chain

Yet, though thy name illume th’ historic page,
As patriot, statesman, orator, and sage,
Though nation’s blest and rival senates hung
On the commanding accents of thy tongue —
There was a daily beauty in thy life,
In Nature’s lap, remote from toil and strife,
Soothing deep sorrow with this dearer boast,

. Who nearest saw, admir’d and lov’d thee most.
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 APPENDIX.

Nel .
MR. FLOOD’S SPEECH ON SIMPLE REPEAL.
June 11. 1782.

R. FLOOD asked the secretary what the nature and extent of

the repeal of the declaratory law of England, with regard to
Ireland, was.to be; that is to say, whether it was to be barely
repealed, or whether, the legal principle or.right ‘was also to be
.renounced? * ' . .

The secretary said, he believed it was to be a mere repeal ; but
as the bill had not passed, no judgment or proceeding could well
be had upen it, because it might be altered. T

A resolution was then read, that ‘passed in the English House
"of Commons the same day on which the resolution passed, assert=
ing that the decldratory law ought to be repealed: the resolution
was as follows : ¢ That the interests of the two kingdoms are inse-
parable, and that their connection ought to be founded on a solid
and permanent basis.”’ ) . -

Mr. Flood said, that these resolutions were worded exactly alike,
and both had a future aspect, so as to denote that something was
necessary to be done in both cases; that is to say; that the repeal
of the declaratory law was to be attended with some measures to
be taken here, for adding to the constitutional connection between
the two kingdoms, whereas, he thought the connection was at pre-
sent complete : he added, that, throughout the whole debate, ideas
of final .adjustment and- negociation were talked of. He would
therefore propose a resolution, as to the connection of the king-
doms, (as far as the laws of Ireland are concerned,) viz. ¢ That a
solid basis of permanent connection does at present subsist between
Great Britain and Ireland, inasmuch as they wmust by law always
have one common sovereign; and that the approbation of that
sovereign, under the great: seal of England, must be had to any
bill before.it can become law in Ireland.,” He said, however; that
if the secretary would say for certainty, that.no such idea was held,
he would withdraw the resolution.: The secretary said he had not
at that. time any such intention, but could not ascertain any thing
on the subject.
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Mr. Flood’s argument was as follows: .

Nothing ever was more judicious than the conduct of
Great Britain on this occasion. She was so embarrassed
abroad, and you were so strong at home, that she could not
deny the repeal of the declaratory law; yet it must ever be
her wish to retain the principle of it, because it is the prin-
ciple of power, which no nation has ever relinquished while
it could maintain it. 'What then has she done? By seeming
to yield unconditionally to you, she seized on the generous
credulity of your nature, and took full advantage of a change

-In her own administration. -Her first step-was-bold, in order
to strike your imaginations with something, that seemed to be
decisive. She resolved that the declaratory law.ought to be
repealed : she did not say, however, that it ought to be re-
pealed, as having been a false and erroneous declaration of
law; far from it. Not a man in the British Parliament held
such an idea; the very mover and seconder of the resolution
said the contrary. I mention them both with honour; I men-
tion the ministry, the parliament, and the people of Great
Britain, with all honour. I lament, but cannot blame their
sentiment on this subject. ‘They declared the constitutional:
right of the British-Parliament to make laws for every part of
the empire; one of them said, externally; and the other, both
externally and internally. One said, the repeal must be ac-
companied by a final adjustment; and the other, that the law
could only be repealed on a principle of compact.

Now this is so far from a renunciation, that it is the very
contrary, and a repeal without a renunciation leaves you in
effect only where you were. Itis a first principle of law, that
a declaratory act only declares the law to be what it was be-
fore; that is to say, that it only declares, "and that it does not
alter the law. What follows?  That as making a declaratory
act does not alter law, so neither can the mere unmaking, alter
law ; or, in other words, it follows, that if a declaratory act is
not pronounced to have been an erroneous declaration of law,
the bare repeal of it can do no other than leave the law in
that state in which the declaratory act did declare it to have
been before such declaratory act passed. An enacting statute
alters the law when it is made, and consequently when it is
repealed it alters the law ; that is to say, its enaction makes
law, and therefore its repeal unmakes law. Inconsiderate

_people confound this idea of an enacting with that of a decla-
ratory act, and are imposed on to believe that the repeal of a
declaratary act unmakes and alters the law, in like ‘man-
ner as the repeal of an enacting statute does; but this is ut-
terly false. The repeal of a declaratory law, (unless it con-
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tains a renunciation of the principle,) is only a repeal of the
declaration, and not of the legal principle. The principle
remains behind in full force, unless it be renounced. This is
universally true, and- it is strengthened in this case by this
circumstance. Many acts have been' made by the British
Parliament binding Ireland; some_ of them before the decla-
ratory law of George the First. Now, whilst one of these re-
mains, there is an exercise and a_proof of the right, stronger
by muchthan the declaratory law. A simple repeal, there-
fore, of the declaratory law, is no vindication of youY legisla-
ture. But it is argued, that because in your first address you
.declare that the British Parliament has no such right, there-
fore the repeal joined to this, will be equal to a renunciation
‘by England. ' L
Bat what man in his senses ‘can believe that our renunci-
ation of the British claim can be equal to her own renunci-
ation of it? or that, in any controversy, an assertion of a
party in his own favour, is equal to the admission of his en-
tagonist? If Britain renounces'it, no other power on earth
can pretend to maintain it.  Bat if all the rest of the world
were to deny her pretension, yet as long as she maintains it,
our rights are not vindicated, and our constitution is in danger.
Will any man say, that if I ask a thing on a particular prin-
ciple, that “therefore if I obtain it at all, it must follow that
I obtain it on my own principle? There is no such inference
in law, in logic, or in Teason; it would only appear that the
. two parliamerits had agreed in one point, — that of the bare
repeal ; but it never would appear, without an express renunci-
ation, that they agreed-in the renunciation also ; and we know
the fact to be, that they do not agree with us in that prin-
ciple. But to put this argument to a decisive proof, let us
suppose that, after such a simple repeal, at a future day
the British Parliament should revive the principle, and make
“alaw for us. Suppose that Ireland should remonstrate.on
this — suppose she should read that paragraph of her address,
and quofe the British repeal of the declaratory law, and should
argue from both that England had for ever renounced her
claim, do you think that England would listen to such an
interference, or that any reasoner in Europe would allow the
force of the argument? Would she allow you to piece your
address to her act of parliament? If you questioned her de-
. claratory act, would she not question your declaratory ad-
dress? 'Would she not appeal to the language held by her
own members? Would she not appeal to words upon your
‘journals? Would she not appeal to the silence of her law of
repeal, and to your acquiescence under that silence? Would.
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she not say, -that that was virtually a national relinquishment
of any idea of renunciation, so that the principle remained
not only unrenounced, but the equity of it impliedly admitted
by}, Ireland, at a moment when she was the ablest to contest
i " P AIe W
But I shall be'asked (though the repeal of the declaratory
law should be simple and imperfect), whether I think that
England will ever revive the claim? I answer, I cannot-be
certain that she will, neither can L be certain that she will
not; and®I ask in return, whether any man will be surety that
she will not; and if any - man’ is weak enough to say that he
‘will be. soy I will tell him that this nation will not be weak .
enough to accept of his surety (no mortal is adequate to such
a business). I add, that England either has or has not a
possible notion of such a revival ; if she has not, she will not
quarrel about renouncing it; and if she has, the renunciation
is ‘absolutely necessary. - I add that if she does not renounce
the claim, she cerfainly may revive it; but that if she does
renounce it, she certainly cannot revive it. Yes, you will
say, for she might even repeal an-act of renunciation ; and to
argue every thing fairly, I will admit that in the utmost range
of .possibility such an outrage is not unimaginable; but what
do I infer? not that I should be the more negligent, but that
I ought to be the more careful; that it is my duty to make it
impossible if I can; and if I cannot do so, that it is my duty
to make it next to impossible, It is absurd to say, because I
_cannot make a thing physically impracticable, ‘that thercfore
I should leave it morally easy; but it is-good sense to say,
that I will make a thing as difficult as I can, though I cannot
make it as difficult as I would, and that if I cannot make a
thing impossible, I will make it next todmpossible.
Indeed, -on what principle did we enter.into this business?
It ‘was not surely on the silly notion of getting the force or
the good-will of -England to act on our side, an against her-
self in this question : that was impossible. ~ What then was
our pursuit?: To obtain the utmost sccurity that law ‘could
give; certain, that if at such a time of extremity, we did not
obtain it, we never should be able to obtain it: we had but
an alternative; either to vely on the liberality of England,
and then to suffer her declaratory law to remain, as a thing
impotent and-never to be exercised; or, in a matter of such
stupendous consequence, we were .to say, that we would not
trust the generosity even of Great Britain, but that we would
have solid and legal security. The latter is certainly the
strongest, and the most rational dependence; but- though the
o former be weaker; it is better than neither, . Now, in desiring



No. 1.] SIMPLE ' REPEAL, 305

even the repeal of the declardtory law, you 'forfeit the liberality
‘of England, because you do not confide in it; and if you do
not carry the matter on_until you obtain legal security, you
in effect relinquish both. That is to say, yon do the very
worst thing the case is capable of, so that it would be difficult
to say whether your attempt was the most glorious, or ‘the
conduct of it the most inadequate and disgraceful. But the
pride of England will be hurt. I should be sorry for it; either
however her pride is contrasted to our security, or it is not; if
it is not, our effectuating our security will not hurt our pride,
and if it is contrasted to us, we must choose one of two things,
either to hurt her pride, in order to obtain our security,
or to relinquish our security, in order not to hurt her pride;
but if there be a pride on one side, there is a pride also on
the other ; if there be a pride of England, there is a pride of
Ireland too. Now, I ask which ought to give way? for one
must; and I answer impartially, that which has the worst
foundation. Now, which is that? The pride of England in
this case, is the pride of wrong, and the pride of usurpation.
‘The pride of Ireland, is the pride of right, the pride of justice,
the pride of constitution. "I will not ask’ you, after that,
which ought to give way ; but it is wrong to put this question
principally upon pride. England, it is true, has a pride in
the matter, but she has what she values more, a principle of
power. Ireland too, has a pride in the matter, but she has
what she ought to value much more, a principle of permanent
security. - Now, that nation will be the wisest in this trans-
action that sacrifices her least object to preserve her greatest,
and England will do this precisely, if she can prevail on you
to accept’ of a simple repeal without a renunciation; for in
that case she will sacrifice a little pride to preserve all her
power, whereas, you will, for a petty sacrifice to your pride,
Tforfeit all your security. But a confidence in the present
administration ought to stop'us. I deny it, not that I mean
to deny or diminish any one of their virtues; I will allow
them to have as much ability, power, popularity, and patriot=
ism, as any ‘of their predecessors: to fortify my argument, I
will suppose them to have more of every excellence than all
their predecessors together; and what do I say then?" I ask,
ave the wisest, honestest, and greatest men of Ireland, the men
that would soorest relinquish what they thought to be the
rights and dignities of Ireland? Certainly not. Are then the
wisest, honestést, and greatest men-of England, the likeliest
" to relinquish what they think the.rights and dignities of
England?  Certainly not: either then the ministry are such
men as ‘I have now been describing, or they are not; if theys
VOL. I. x
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are not such men; they do not deserve our peculiar confidence
-in any thing; and _if they are such men, they cannot deserve
our peculiar confidence in this point, unless their principle
and conviction be on our side. Now, we know it to be
decidedly against us. Why does any country wish for a
strong administration, I ask; because it makes the country
strong. Now, was it from the strength of England that we
have gained our advantages, or from her weakness? From
her weakness undoubtedly. How then do we argue? The

reat strength of administration gives great strength to
%ngland; but the great strength of Englang in this case, is the
weakness of Ireland: and yet the strength of administration
is her security ; — these things are impossible.

This brings me to what fell from Mr. Fox: he said, the
measure of the repeal could not stand alone, but must be
accompanied by a final adjustment, and by a solid basis of
permanent connection between these kingdoms; he said, that
some plan of this sort would come from the servants of the
Crown in Ireland to the Irish Parliament; that when the
result of Parliament was known, a treaty might be begun if
necessary; if a treaty should proceed, then it would be to be
ratified by the two parliaments, and finally, to be completed
by irrevocable acts of the respective legislatures. Now, I say,
if we are to negotiate at present,” we are to depart from our
original principfes; it is not five weeks ago tbat we all
.declared that we had made this as a peremptory demand, and
that we bad nothing in it to negotiate; were we now to begin
to negotiate, we should negotiate after great advantages had
been' obtained against us; for instance, we were desired to
specify our wrongs that they might be redressed ; we did so;
and as we specified for redress, we made our specification as
narrow as possible, in order to facilitate redress; but had we
specified with a view to negotiation, we must have made our
specification as broad as possible, in order to have the greater
advantage in negotiation.

Our second address is another advantage gained against us;
that is represented even here, and still more will it be held in
England, to be a repeated restriction on the requisitions of
this colintry. What follows? That if we were to negotiate
now, we must negotiate all on one side, bound up not to make
.demands, and open only to make concessions. Now, a nego-
tiation in which one may give every thing, and gain nothing,
may be called a negotiation ‘by. some men, but by most men
it will be called folly; in this too, we are to propose, though
the proportion is to be against ourselves, and we are to pro-

» pose this through the. servants of the Crown, which is, still
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more against us. Now, the servants of the Crown will not
propose terms for England, till our Parliament is properly
prepared for the subject, and we know what that means. " If
the servants of the Crown and the Parliament cannot be got
to go far enough for England, then a treaty is to be begun, in:
which England will have advantage as to matter, and com-:
mand as to time. . e
‘In the stage of ratification she will have'more, and in that of
completion and consummation still greater advantages in all of
these stages; all the cabinet and parliamentary councils of
England will be unanimous on one side, viz. that of England.
But the cabinet and parliamentary-councils of Ireland .will
not be unanimous in favour of Ireland, but will in general
have a decided majority in favour of England. 'What equity
can there be in.such a result? Here are five stages marked -
out by ‘Mr. Fox, in each of which there may be a final differ-:
ence of sentiment, and in each of which there may be a ne--
cessity for some, and an opportanity for great delay, without
any management; this must be dilatory, and with a little dex-
terity it can easily be spun out to a peace. Now, I ask you,
what itis that has given you every thing; is.it not time? And,
as time has given you every thing, reflect that time may also
take every thing away from you : but time is not necessary,-
negotiation alone is sufficient to undo you; you were not born-
to be negotiators; the negotiation is a-dark, austere,. inex-
orable character; you are soft, open, and persnadable; you
bave not the detailed knowledge, the systematical procrastina-
tion, the ‘suspicious reserve, or the frigid perseverance of a-
‘negotiator. "When have 'you ‘negotiated that yoy have not
lost? Yon negotiated at the restoration, you negotiated at
the revolution, you negotiated at the aungmentation of your.
army, -you negotiated your free trade, you negotiated the
mutiny bill! * When have you demanded, that you have not
succeeded ; and when have you negotiated, that you have not
- been deceived ? S T '
There never was a time which required more consideration
than the present. The national exertion began in the last year
of Lord Buckingham’s administration ; it is now drawing to a
period, and whether that shall be glorious or otherwise de-
pends on your wisdom: a short view of what we have done
_will be a guide to what we should do. We had groaned for a
century .under an increasing usurpation ; the American war
broke out, and, whilst.we were called upon to shed our blood
. for Great Britain, we were- insulted with .the application of .
that principle to Ireland which had revolted America; ous.
feelings were exasperated . by. the. application, and our trade
- x2 - '
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was ruined by the war; we saw ourselves beggars in fact, and
-slaves in assertion. . The merchants flew to a non-importation
agreement, &c. — the people flew to arms ! Antidst this per-
turbation  Parliament assembled, and we amended our ad-
dress by the demand of free trade, as we have lately amended
our address by the demand of a free constitution, that is, of an
exclusive legislature, on which all freedom of trade must de~
pend.  And therefore it was, that I'did originally differ with
some . gentlemen, for I asserted that they had not obtained
that freedom of trade of which they had boasted, because they
had not obtained that freedom of parliamentary constitution,
without which. a freedom of trade could not possibly exist.
‘We received from England a dilatory answer.. We shortened
our_money-grants 10 the Crown, we shortened them to the
subject; and the Irish public creditors, to their immortal
‘honour, embarked so fully with the rights of the nation, as
cheerfully to accept of a'six-months’ security. This rapid
succession of sober and consistent efforts struck like light-
ning - on the ministry and Parliament of England; all ob-
-stacles gave-way, our demand was to be granted in all its
plenitude, “all the British statutes- restrictive of our- foreign
commerce  were to be repealed, and on that constitutional
principle on which alone it would be welcome, — a principle,
which, in that :early period of this question, I took the first
opportunity to lay down in clear, unambiguous, and categorical
terms.- What:was..that principle? that, having a' parlia-
ment of our own, our foreign trade was necessarily free, and
‘subject to no restriction as to our ports, but such as our Par-
ment. might impose. This principle, we were told, was ad-
‘mitted by England, as to our foreign trade, and pleaded by her
inreturn, as to her own ports and those of her colonies. We
admitted :the principle which' we claimed, and she said she
would open to us her colony ports on equal regulation oftrade.
The tidings of this emancipation, as it was idly called, landed
in Ireland. The post-office was illuminated by an emissary
of the Castle; the college took fire'in the next instance by a
happy contagion, and the city caught the flame in a regular and
sympathetic succession. All sober consideration was lost in an
ignorant clamour, and the steady pulse of the public yielded
to a fever of exultation. What was the consequence ? England
saw that we were surprised at our success, saw that we had
asked more than we expected, concluded we would accept of
infinitely less, and determined that should be as little as she
could. First, then, she determined, not-to repeal all her laws
restrictive of our foreign commerce, yet, whilst an atom of such
restriction remains, the total impeachment of your constitution.
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remains; when therefore -an- artful ‘resolution wils :{f@m‘q{
for this House, on that occasion, expressive of sgtisfacpionis.
that enlargelhent of our foreign trade,. I exclaimedgainst ;
word. ff you thank the British Parliament, Is Mbj
enlargement of your foreign trade, you admit she car™pestrai

~it; if you admit she can restrain it, you admit her legislative.
authority; that is, you gain little in commerce, and you lose
every thing in constitution. I object to the word foreign,
therefore ;- it belies Ireland, and.it deceives -Great Britain.
The independent gentlemen. of the day, however, did not
feel, did not take up the principles; yet, though they did not
take it up that day, they have felt it since; and thoogh the word
was universally admitted then; there is not a.man in the-nation
that would not reject it now. : s
Such was the first stage of this business. Let us see how
much more worse we made it in the progress of negotiation..
The language of England was the language of .common
sense. Ireland must %mfve equal regulations of trade, she
said, “but equal taxes on home-consumption: she did -not
say; equal regulations of trade! may subsist between a poor
country and a rich one, but equal taxes on. consumption
cannot. - Now, what has your megotiation made of it? ‘You
have made ‘your arrangement a tax-law in part, which ought
to have been a trade-law in the whole; that is to say, instead
of a regulation in trade, you made it a regulation. against
trade, and a-severe and a caustic regulation too. What
regulation, indeed, can be much more adversary to. trade,
than aheavy tax.on a raw: material imported for-the pur-
pose of trade, and for the end of manufacture?  So" per-
nicious are such taxes, that the ministers in England, whose
profusion has brought them on that country, have endea-
voured to extenuate their malignity by two regulations: tq
console the manufacturer, they tell-him that they . will open to
him the foreign market, by giving him a drawback on his
manufactures exported, equal to the-tax on the imported ma-
terial; and they tell him besides, that they will shut up for
him the home-market, and give hiin.a monopoly of.it. . How ?
by laying a prohibitory duty on -the manufacture imported
from abroad. = And what have they done as to-manufactured
sugars ?. They have laid a prohibitory duty upon: them when
imported into England- from any other .part of the world,
Ireland even not excepted.. ‘What have we done?: We have
laid the same prohibitory duty on mauufactured sugars im-
ported into Ireland from any other part of the world ; but we
have excepted England; whereas che did not except Ireland.
Now, there was much more reason for our excepting Eng-
land, than there was for her excepting Ireland; and why?
x3
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Because Ireland could never, by any possibility, be a rival in
“sugars to England in the English market, but England is ac-
tually a very formidable rival to Ireland in the Irish market.
‘What is the fact? The Irish manufacturer of sugars has but
one rival in the world, and that is the English manufacturer
of them. And what have we done? We have given him the
full security against all those that arve not his rivals; and we
have not given it to him against the only manufacturers that
are his rivals; we have given him perfect protection where he is
in no danger, and we have not given it to him where he is in
all danger: wé have done worse by him; we have not only
given him as much security against his only rivals, as against
those who are not at all his rivals; but we have not left him
as much security against his only rivals, as he always had be-~
foré; that is to say, the duty on the imported manufacture
‘now bears a less proportion than ever it did before to the duty
on the imported raw materials. By consequence his peril is
greater, as his protection is less; and his security being di-
minished, his danger is enhanced: but that is not all; you
have not done for him what England originally pointed out to
you in his favour: she proposed. equality as the principle of
your regulation . of trade; we adopted it religiously in that
part to which it was not applicable, and where it was pre-
‘cions, I mean -in the tax part; and we only deserted it in
the trade part, where alone it was applicable, and where alone
it was beneficial.

-Such was the spirit in which we negotiated our free trade ;
let us take care how we negotiate our free constitution; but
the error of that arrangement. does not stop here. Its first
principle was erroneous; it set out with this maxim, that you
were to pay for this as if it were an enlargement, and that
you were to pay for it in tax, as if you had not paid it other-
wise before. But what is-the truth? The sugars of Spain,
Portugal, and France, .would supply your manufactures as
well as the British West Indian islands, and generally
better; if, whilst you retained those markets, England had
opened her colony ports too, this would have been a new
market, which is always an advantage to the buyer. But
what is the case now? You are suffered to go to the colony
market of England, which is the English market in effect,
and which is, therefore, her advantage; but you give up this
for all other, and some better markets, which is your dis-
advantage. Instead of its being an enlargement, therefore,
this is more properly a restriction ; and instead of England’s

- granting you a boon in this matter, it is you that give her a
monopoly. Now, a monopoly is so much against the giver, and
so much in favour of the obtainer of it, that no nation in its
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senses ever gives it to another: and if a part of an empire
gives it to the head, it cannot be on a principle of trade,
because a principle of trade is a principle of gain, whereas
this is a principle of loss.. On what principle alone can it be
given? on a principle of empire? That is to say, in other
~words, it is a tax or a tribute, and that of the heaviest
nature; but, if you were to pay for it in taxes, besides paying
for it by monopoly, it would be absurd to pay for it more than
-it was worth.

Now, take the whole West Indian commerce; take tlhie-
utmost proportion of that commerce that could ever fall to
your lot, take the utmost proportion of clear profit that can
be supposed to accrue from that quantity of trade, and then
take the utmost proportion of what clear profit that can be-

-afforded to revenue, and I say it would never amount to that
sum which you have agreed to pay on the instant for the
contingency of this direct trade, with this additional absurdity,
that if you should not be able to establish it, these additional
duties will be equally payable upon your old circuitous trade,
which before was free from them. Wil you trust negotiation
again? This arrangement cannot be justified on any com-
mercial principles. - Was any constitutional advantage ob-
tained by it? Far from it; the very principle of the arrange-
ment is hostile to the constitution; it gives to the British
Parliament a virtual power of taxing you; for wide is the
principle of it; that when England taxes a colony produce,
you must tax it equally, or give up the trade. Thus this.
arrangement leaves both your trade and your money at the:
mercy of the ministry and Parliament of England.

Combine this with another law of the same period, the-
mutiny bill, therefore, and see what the result of both is..
You complained that the British Parliament should make
even a twelvemonth’s law for your army; and what did you-
do to remedy it? You made an act that she should do it for
ever. The two greatest powers in the management of human
concerns are the power of the purse, and the power of the
sword. You did by these two laws for so. much delegate
away both of these great powers from yourselves to the British
Parliament; that is to say, in the very moment that you
talked of recovering. your own authority and denying that of
the British legislature, you did every thing you could to.
strengthen the power of that parliament which you meant to
overthrow, and to weaken the power of that parliament which
you meant to establish. , e

I do not speak these things in order to say what is dis-
agreeable to any man living, much les¢to say any thing dis~

T ol x4 . .
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agreeable to that body, in defence of whose privileges I have
lived these two-and-twenty years, and in the defence of whose
privileges I will die.: I speak them from a deep conviction
of their necessity. You see how you have been negotiated
out of every thing, and how dangerous it is to negotiate-
again. You see how dangerous it is te exult too soon, or to
imagine that any thing of -this kind is done, while any thing
remains undone. You see what a miserable end was made of
Lord Buckingham’s last session of parliament, though it

an with so much splendor; and as a part of this session
has trod the. steps of its glory, I would warn the conclusion.
of it against the steps of its decline. To put a stop, therefore,
ta the danger of negotiation, and to accelerate the safety of an
immediate repeal, and of a final renuriciation, I move the re-
solution I have before stated to you. ‘

On this resolution Mr. Daly moved the order of the day, which
was carried without a division. Mr. Flood’s motion was con-
sequently lost. '

Ne IL

MR. FLOOD'S SPEECH ON SIMPLE REPEAL.
June 14. 1782.

DO not mean to oppose the most Iiberal interpretation

.~ that can be given to the British act of parliament in ques-

- tion. *  The right honourable gentleman defends it by saying,
that if Ireland had been by name excepted; even that excep-

tion of Ireland might bave been considered as implying, that

if she had not been excepted, she would have been bound ;

and certainly it would have been exceptionable for that very

reason; and for the same reason, the law as now worded is

exceptionable: it includes all ‘His Majesty’s' dominions in
Europe, and as Ireland is one of them, it does impliedly in-

clude Ireland; both of these methods, therefore, are equally ex-

ceptionable. Butthere was a method of avoiding both of these

objections; and if I, a weak and incapable man, can at first

sight point out an easy method of doing so, how much more

easy would it have been for His Majesty’s ministers to have

done so. It might have been worded sv as to have. included

.+ An act regulating the trade to Nevis, St. Cﬁristopller, and Montserrat.
2
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all His Majesty’s dominions in Europe, that were subject to
the legislative authority of the British Parliament: it would
‘then have been "an .implied assertion of our constitution, ‘in-
stead of being now an implied infringement of it. Had the
British Parliament renounced the right, she could have no
objection to some such form of words: but she well knew that
a repeal of the declaratory law is no renunciation of the right;
in this, and in every instance, she shows an utter reluctance
to such a renunciation: now every symptom of such - reluct-
ance on her part, is equal to a thousand demonstrations that
_such a renunciation is necessary for us. I do not understand
the doctrine.of clerical mistakes; how far is it to lead us?
where is its boundary ? is it only to hold for the present time,
and. during the present ministry ? or is it to extend to all
times and to all ministries? If it is to do the latter, the doctrine
is too dangerous to be admitted; and if the former only, it is
too partial. No minister of England, no attorney-general of
Ireland, could desire a more convenient principle, than that the
doctrine of clerical error was to excuse an act of the British
Parliament binding Ireland; but such a doctrine would soon
leave our constitution where it was, and would efface the
glories we have been:acquiring. o
. This brings me to speak of the repeal of the declaratory act
of George L as it is now proceeding. In the first place, it is
an undeniable principle of law, .that the mere repeal of a de-
claratory act does not renounce the principle of it; and it is
clear to common sense, ‘that nothing-but a final' renouncing
of the principle of this law is adequate to our security. With
regard to this law of George I., the maxim I have mentioned
obtains with peculiar force. .What is the title of the law? It
is an act for the befter securing the dependency of Ireland :
on the face of it, therefore, it imports expressly, that that de-
pendency did before exist, and that by consequence it must
continue after; unless renounced, it had, indeed, too strong
an antecedent existencey to be destroyed by any weak impli-
cations. The first authority of law known to the English
constitutiony is that of the great Lord Coke;- his authority is
expressly against us, and in favour of the English Parliament.
Will any lawyer say, that the-clear and decided opinion of
Lord Coke, in. a matter of law, is a thing to be contemned ?
Add to this a number of statutes made by the English Parlia-
ment, and acquiesced in by the-Irish nation, antecedent to
the declaratory law. of  George l.; and will any ‘man be so
rash, so foolish, or so corruptyas to say that such a pretension
is to be overlooked? or, that it can rationally be stated to be
so void of principle and colour, as that a bare repeal of a sub-
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sequent and merely declaratory act, can annihilate it? Let no
man conceive such a thing. :

The honourable gentleman * says, that the giving up the
final judicature is a decisive proof of sincerity in the British
Parliament, because it cannot be supposed, that our final
judicature would carry British laws into execution; but how
far does this reasoning go? It shows, indeed, that they think
the spirit of this country is so unanimous on- this subject at
present, as that nobody will appeal to their judicature; or
that if any person should appeal, that the decree would be
resisted and baffled in the execution. of it; they, therefore,
very wisely determine ‘to give up what it is impossible to re-
tain; but though this may extend (as long as the present spirit
continues) to 7nfernal final judicature, and to internal legis--
lation, yet it does not at all extend to external legislation, or to.
the final judicature proper to that species of legislation. Now,
what is external legislation? It is that species of legislation
‘which Mr. Fox expressly specifies and assents, and which not
one British member controverted ; that is, in other words, it
is the whole of commercial and marine legislation. Now, what
is the final judicature in that? Itis the British fleet. Wit-
ness what happened in this kingdom the other day: the
spirit of the country was such, that the commissioners dared
not refuse a clearance to a vessel, though freighted with goods
prohibited by British acts of parliament; but though the
vessel had her clearance, she could not sail ; and why ? be-
cause the Stag frigate was in the bay ready to seize and to-
confiscate. '

The hon. gentleman knows the story to be true, and has.
quoted the fact himself within these walls. Now, this mari-
time, or external legislation, and this final judicature of the
Stag frigate, is a thing which nothing can reach but a
formal renunciation of the right on the part of Great Britain.
Is this a situation in which an able general would leave an
army; or in which a wise patriot would leave his country?
certainly not. ‘The hon. member says, that the royal word
is ‘as firm.as a parliamentary renunciation. Does not the
hon. gentleman know, that the words of the king are the
"words of the minister, in all constitutional and parliamentary
consideration? How ofien, in his short experience, has he
known that security fail? Did it give us a judge’sbill in Lord:
Townshend’s time? Did it keep 12,000 men in the kingdom.
eversince? Has it secured economy to us, so often promised,
and not yet arrived? I will not multiply instances. Now,,

-~ # Mr, Grattan.
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these are cases where the most express words were used in the
speech from the throne, which is the speech of the minister,
and not of the king. In this case, is there any express men-
tion of renunciation? No such thing. Now, if express
words have failed, why may not words fail that are not ex-
press? Again I ask, -will any man pretend to affirm, that the
declaration of the king can be equal in force to an act of legis-
lature? Noman in his senses can believe it to be so. In the
American question, what was the doctrine ? That if the king
wished it ever so'much, yet it was not in his power to give up
the power of the British Parliament. Did the king ever
attempt to make the smallest relaxation without an act of
legislature to authorize it 7 I ask the hon. member, whether
the king, by a.declaration to the British Parliament, could
give up any of .the rights or pretensions of the Irish legisla-
ture? 1 am sure, he will answer no. Then, by what rule,
I ask, can any declaration of the king to us give up or cancel
any pretension of the British Parliament? What authority
on earth can be so perfectly adequate to it, as that of the Par-
liament of Great Britain itself? . But the hon. member would
not-accept a great charter, he says, from the British Parlia-
ment ; so jealous he is of its authority ; ‘nor would I, provided
it contained an assertion of its legislature over us, because
that would be nominally a great charter, but really a defeaz-
ance and a concealment of our constitution. Now this is im-
pliedly the case in an act merely and simply of -repeal ; but if
it contained a renunciation of all such authority, I would ac-
cept of it, because then it would indeed be a great charter;
for what was the great charter of our early kings to their sub-.
Jjects? Was it not in fact a renunciation of the usurpations of
those kings, and nothing more? It was not a donation, but a
mere recognition of the rights of the subject; which recogni-
tion became necessary only in consequence of the regal usurp-
ations. Now, I ask, did those kings or any other part of man-
kind ever think that in renouncing those usurpations they re-
established them? No man was ever so frantic as to suppose
it; how then could a parallel renunciation by the British
Parliament have any tendency to legalize its usurpation? 1
will venture to say, that a renunciation of all right is the last
method that the British Parliament will think of taking by
‘way of establishing her authority over Ireland; and why?
because it is the most effectual method on earth of defeating
it. The sound of an English act of Parliament ought not to
frighten us out of the sense of it, if the sound of it could be
destructive to us ; an act of repeal would be as noxious as an
“act of renunciation, and if the sense of it can be salutary, it
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is by its being an act of renunciation; .any other act may be
an exercise of legislation aver us ; but an act of renunciation
cannot be so. o : _

The hon. member said that I had thought on a particular-
subject till it had become my weakness: amay not the remark
become applicable to himself? for surely, if his zeal on this
subject had not outgone even his judgment, great as that is,
he would not use arguments on this occasion which, on any
other, he would reprobate from the lips of any servant of the
Crown; he would net call a British act of parliament, includ-
ing Ireland, a clerical error; he would not say, that a speech
from the throne is equal to an act of parliament; that a Bri-
tish act of repeal is. a safe exertion of her power towards us,
but that an act of renunciation.would not_be so; he would
not say, that a renunciation would be a better security, and
yet that a repeal is sufficient, in a case where no security can
be too great, and in which scarce any is adequate; he would
not say, that good faith is equal to legal security, or that legal
security, with the.addition of good faith, is not better than the
latter is alone. : . .;

It is not pleasant to me to differ with the honourable mem~
ber; but in this case it is unavoidable: it is one of those
cases in which I feel myself impelled by so strong a duty, that
nothing personal either to. myself or .to others can controul
me; and [ feel it the more my duty to speak out on this occa-
sion, because I have never ceased to repent my having not
done so-in . Lord Buckingham’s administration,. with respect
to the word foreign, ‘which was then inserted in our resolu--
tions, — I will not say with evil design, but certainly with
evil example. ’ ; : '

1 differed with the honourable: member,. and others whom
I much respect, with regard to that expression.. I dis~
approved of ‘it in the strongest terms. in ; private conference ;
they did not perhaps approve,. but they did not disapprove of
it, and therefore it passed withput notice. .Since, however,
it has been felt, and the objection which' the honourable
member has this day made to the British act which he has
quoted, is, that it seems toassume 3 power overour foreign tradc,
Now, this is the very principle on which I objected then to
the word foreign, though I was not at that time-supported in it;
with this omen, therefore, (that I may sometimes differ from
the honourable member, and ‘not be always in an error,) I

0 on. , » Co
g The honourable member says, that we have the faith of
nations to depend on. Now, as to the faith of nations, I have
this to say, that like every thing clse, where it is the best
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thing that can be had, it is good for that reason; but where
it is.not the best thing that can'be had, it is for the same
reason not good: what follows? That it is good between
unconnected nations, because there is nothing stronger be-
tween them, (except force); but it is not good between coun-
tries connected by civil government, because there is some-
thing stronger there, and that is, legal security : .but what does
the faith of nations between unconnected kingdoms amount
to, I ask? to what, but to perpetuate warfare, and an
everlasting appeal to heaven, as it is called, by a peculiar
and a very barbarous prophanation? In short, what is a state
of dependence on good faith, other than a state of nature,
which thongh not a state of war, is yet so liable to it, that it
is to avoid its disorder that we have yielded to the incum-
brances of government ? - Each of these conditions has some
disadvantages; but it would be utterly absurd to retain the
disadvantage of both. :

If we will submit to the insecurity of mere good faith, let
us be freed from the burden of government; but if we-are to
have the burden of government, let us take care to have also
its security. Iook at England; has she trusted to the good
faith of Ireland, that Ireland will never desire any other so-’
vereign than the monarch that'sits upon the British throne ?
No, she has got.a perpetual Irish law to put it out of doubt.

Has England trusted to the good faith of Ireland, that our
Parliament should never pass a law disagreeable or disadvan-
tageous to English government? No, she has got a perpe-
" tual Irish law to make it impossible. . Does any man think she

acted unwisely or illiberally in doing so? No man can think
so. How then can it be unwise or illiberal in us to desire a
legal security in this point, upon which all other-legal secu-
rity depends? The good faith of Ireland is equal to that of
any country in the world ;. and if her good faith was not a
sufficient security to England, with the British superiority of
power to support it, how can good faith be a sufficient-secu-
rity to us in our inferiority ? - »

‘When the stamp act was repealed, and the declaratory act
passed as to America, America was told that it was a sacrifice
to British pride, and that it never would be exercised. - But
how long was it before it was exercised? Is there a man in
England that would ask America now to be content with the
bare repeal of that declaratory law? - Then why should he
ask it of Ireland? Ireland bad a parliamentary constitution,

" the same as that of England, with an hereditary and ennobled
branch of :legislature, invested with final judicature, above
-three;hundn_:g years' before any. colony in America: had a
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name. . Those colonies have had popular assemblies, it is
true, but not parliaments consisting of King, Lords, and
.Commons, with all the powers bélonging to them. The final
judicature of America was never to any of the orders of her
provincial assemblies, nor o the House of Lords of Great
Britain, but to the British. Privy Council; 'yet with these, and
a thousand other marks of a distinct kingdom in Ireland, and
of a colony constitution in the American provinces, without
analogy of fact, and without inference of argument, Ire-
-land is at this day, as to the legislative claim of the Bri.
4)ish Parliament, sunk to a level with the colonies of America;
ut though she is argumentatively depressed to that level,
where the parallel is injurious to her, she is not lifted up to
that level where the parallel would be advantageous.

For instance, England says, that constitutionally she has a
right to make laws for Ireland, as well as for the American pro-
vinces; but when the declaratory law is to be given up as to both,
a simple repeal is enough for 1reland, whilst an express and u
final renunciation is offered to America. This difference can
have no foundation in equity or in reason; it-can therefore
only be grounded on a difference of ‘situation, that is to say,
that England is obliged to relinquish more.to America than
she is compelled to surrender to Ireland, and that neither Eng-
land nor any other nation ever relinquished any authority they
could retain. Now I do not blame England for this, because .
it is the nature of men ; but I blame Ireland if she does notsee it,
and if she does not know,. therefore, that nothing is relinquish-
ed that is not renounced. I have as great an opinion of the
good faith of England as any man, and therefore I wish to
have it solemnly pledged. Now, a bare repeal, I say, does
not. pledge her good faith never to exercise the power,
because it is not a renunciation of it, it is therefore that I
desire a renunciation; and why? because a renunciation
will, in the first place, give all the legal security that the
cause is capable of; and. because, in the next place, it will
pledge the good faith of Great Britain expressly, and when
“it is expressly pledged, I shall be ready to confide in it. A
positive promise is, in every case in the world, more to be
depended on than a constructive one, and the greater the
honour of the nation that makes it, the more it is to be con-
fided in, and the more it is to be sought; but a simple repeal
is not gven 4 constructive promise. hy is it, that in all
treaties between unconnected nations, the utmost care is taken
to use the most explicit terms? it is not because the most
explicit terms may not be violated, but it is because the
violation of them is highly dishonourable and highly danger-
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ous to the state that is guilty of it. If, after the conduct that
Ireland has ever held to Great Britain, England should for-
mally renounce her legislative pretension now, and afterwards
should attempt to resume it, her own act of parliament
would be .her condemnation all over Europe, every cabinet
on the continent would exclaim against her baseness, and
would think themselves authorised to assist the oppressed
subjects, whom her own act would prove not to be rebels.
Every man on every side, and of every description, equally
confesses that a renunciation is necessary. The honourable
gentleman himself, and every cther man who is content with
a simple repeal, profess that they are so, only because they
consider a repeal as being a renunciation: now this is un-
answerable; a renunciation is certainly a renunciation, nobody
can deny that ; but a simple repeal may not be so; one there-
fore is certain, and the other at best is uncertain. - Which
shall I prefer in a case of this consequence? But this is not
all; a repeal of a declaratory law, not only may not be a re-
nunciation of its principle, but I maintain that it certainly is
not so; in this I am so clear, that I stake my character with
you for common sense upon the subject ; in this I am so clear,
that my motion shall be an appeal to the nine judges of Ire-
land, and,.if you please, to the twelve judges of England
also upon the point. I have appealed to all the great lawyers
in the house, and every one of them has confessed, that a
repeal of a declaratory law is not a renunciation of the legal
principle. Two only have attempted this evasion; they say,
that in this case there was no colour nor principle of law at
the bottom of the act, and that therefore when the act is re-
moved, nothing can remain : now, this is very well on one side
of the water, but it is totally false on the other; here we say
there was no colour nor principle of law at the bottom of that
act, but in England they assert the very contrary. In Eng-
land, therefore, they will have a right to say, that after the
repeal, the principle will remain. What we may say here,
will not avail to our security, unless England can be got to
concur with us. If England, indeed, will renounce the prin-
ciple as we do, the repeal may be sufficient, that is to say, a
repeal with a renunciation by England will be sufficient; but
a repeal without such a renunciation will not be sufficient; . it
is but three days ago that the honourable gentleman thought
a repeal inadequate, and therefore declared an intention to
bring in a declaratory Irish law, in order to have the great
seals of both kingdoms affixed to the recognition of our con-
stitution. 'What has happened since to render such an inten-
tion less necessary ? nothing has been mentioned to diminish



-

320 MR, FLOOD'S SPEECH ON [Appendix,

the necessity, but some men are fond o argue, that our
address has bound' us to a simple repeal. Now, first, I say,
that if such an error had been committed in the address, it
would be hard that the constitution of a great nation should
be irrevocably tied tothe diction of any individual; but I
utterly deny the fact : I desire the words of the address to be
pointed out that mention a simple repeal of that act as adequate
to our views;-and as no such words can be pointed out, I will
mention words in it that prove the contrary. The grievance as
to this point, stated by the address as necessary to be redressed,
is not that act alone, but that act and the claims of it; now, the
repeal may take away the-act, but nothing except a renunci-
ation can take away the claims. The claim is the claim of
right, or the legal principle either real or assumed. The sim-

_ple repeal takes away the declaration only, but leaves behind the

claim or legal pretension. I say, therefore, that the address is
full to the purpose, and that we must misconstrue that address
before we can forfeit our constitution; clear, however, as these
things are, I will not affirm that a majority will instantly accede
to.thems; but this I know, that majorities can sometimes err, and
that majorities can sometimes change their opinion.

What was the first feature of this session of parliament? a tri-
umphant majority in support of Lord Carlisle against any redress
of our injuries in Portugal. What followed ? the honourable
member proposed an alteration of the perpetual mutiny bill; a
rank majority opposed him. I attempted it in another form; a
rank majority opposed any reformation of it: it was faction in
one, itwas disappointed ambition in another; in both, it was
any thing but truth and the constitution. 'What was the cry
of the parasites of the Castle? The sugar bill and the mutiny
law were such acquisitions to this country, they said, that Ire-
land bad nothing to redress, and that nothing but industry
in her people, and gratitude in her Parliament, could now be-
come "her. Was not this gabble held, and was it not even
popular for a time? I brought forward, notwithstanding n
vindication of your privileges against the manifold perversions
of the law of Poyning ; and what did I ask of you? not im-
plicitly 1o adopt the sentiments and words of any individual,
but to appoint a committee of yourselves- to examine the au-
thorities I had produced in your behalf,. that, if I had erred
in fact, or in inference, you might not be misled; and. that if
I had, you might benefit by the proofs, and perpetuate the de-
caying evidences of. your constitution; yet even such a com-
mittee was denied, not to one but to the Parliament and to
the nation.  The honourable member then: brought forward,
in the form of .an address, an assertion.of your exclusive
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legislature; & huge majority. oppoesed :the reception.of it. ..I
brought it.on again-by a resolution then simple, that you
yourselves were the only representatives of the people : a huge
majority refused to affirm it; these reiterated defeats struck
like thunder upon the hearts of the people, -and in these de-
cided and stupendous majorities, they thought they saw the
death of the constitution. . A voice from America shouted to
liberty ! the.echo of it caught your people as it passed along
the Atlantic,  and. they renewed the.voice. till it reverberated
here. . What followed ? - All the propositions that had been
separatelyreprobated, were now collectively adopted; the repre-
sentatives of the people articulated, at length, the sense of their,
constituents.,- The case of Ireland, originally stated by the’
great Molyneux, and burned at the Revolution by the Par-
liament of England, is not now afraid of the firep it.has risen
from that pheenix urn, and with the flames of its. cradle it
illuminates our isle .. What is the result? - It is now in your
power, and I trust, it.will be in your-wisdom to-do final jus-
tice to the rights and . interests of your country; for me,.I
hope,- I have not been peculiarly wanting to them. :
At an early period of my life, on a question of embargo, in
consequence of a proclamation founded on a ‘British act of par-
liament, I brought the criminal gazette within these walls, and
at your.bar, I arraigned the delinquent. .The House was
alarmed, and I withdrew any question, on the proclamation’s
being withdrawn, If you ask, why I did.not pursue it'to a
formal. declaration of right ?. I answer, — for I wish to be an-
_swerable to you for every part of my life, — I answer, that the
time .was riot ripe for it.- The. first spring of, the constitution
is the elective. power of the people, till that was reinforced by
limiting the duration of parliamerits, little could be done.-
The people wanted. constitutional privilege; till the fabric
of usurpation, founded on the law. of Poyning, had been
shaken to its foundation, little could be done; the Parliament
wanted conscious dignity, till the people were armed ;- every.
thing could not be.done; the nation wanted ‘military power:
These were necessary antecedents. The public mind wanted
much- cultivation; the seed, too, was necessary to be sown;
and if I have not been wanting to the preparation of the soil,
may I not be permitted to watch over the harvest? To that
harvest too, as well as to every other, a prosperous season was
necessary, and that season presenteditself in the American
war. When, therefore, the honourable member, in the sun-
shine ‘of that season, and of his own abilities, brought forward
" a declaration. of rights in Lord Buckingham’s government,
“after that adminisration had amended his proposition for the
YOL. I. Y
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purpose of defeating it, I stepped forward in office; as I was,
and at the hazard of that office, and rescued the principle
from the disgrace of a postponement, or from the ruin of
rejection.  In this session, too, I hope that my humble efforts
have not been peculiarly wanting. In ability I will yield to
nany, —1in zeal to none; and, if I have not served the public
cause more than many men, this, at least, I may say; I have
sacrificed as much to.it. Do you repent of that sacrifice? if I
am asked, I answer, no. 'Who could repent of a sacrifice
to truth and bonour? to a country that he loves, and to a
country that is grateful: Do you repent of it? no. Butl
sheuld not rejoice init, if it were only to be attended with a
private deprivation, and not to be accompanied by all its gaing
to my country. -1 have a peculiar right, therefore, to be soli-
¢itous and ardent about the issue of it, and- no man shall stop
me-in my progress. :

"Were thé voice with which. I utter this, the last effort of
an expiring nature ; — were the accent which conveys it to you
the breath that was to waft me to that grave to which we all
tend, and to which .my footsteps rapidly accelerate, I would
go on; I would make my exit by a loud demand of your
rights, and I call 'upon the God of Truth and Liberty, who
has often favoured you, and who has of late looked down upon
you with such a peculiar grace and glory of protection, to
continue to you his inspirings ; to crown you with the spirit
of his completion, and to.assist ‘you against the errors of those
that are honest; as well as against the machinations of all that
are not so.

Mr. Flood’s motion was, that the opinion of all the
Judges be desired on the following question: % Does the re-
peal of a declaratory act amount, in legal construction, to a
repeal or renunciation of the legal principle on which the
declaratory act ‘grounded itself ?”

The order of the day was called for, and carried without a di-
vision, and Mr. Flood’s motion was consequently lost.
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Ne III.

MR. GRATTAN'S REMARKS

ON MR. FLOOD’S ARGUMENT ON SIMPLE REPEAL.

"MR. FLOOD observed, that a declaratory act does not
make a law, and that the repeal of it does not unmake a
law ; — it makes a statute, and a statute is a law ; the repeal of
it unmakes a statute, and the unmaking of a statute is the un»
making of a law. It makes a law by declaring it: there are
three legislating terms, enact, declare, and*repeal ; declare, dif-
fers from enactment, by having a retrospective aspect, but it is
equally a legislating term. Mr. Flood obscrves, that a decla-
ratory act is a declaration of law, not alaw: then there would
be no such thing as a declaratery law, and the 6th of Géorge
the First is not an act of parliament; but a declaratory law is
not, properly speaking, a declaration of law; it is & law made
by the legislature; it is defined a new law affirming an old one,
and -the repeal is the disaffirmance of the existence of that
law; it gives to & doubtful common law title, the authority of
statute: declaration is legislation, not adjudication; it is not
the opinion of the legislature on a doulsful point of law; it is
the act of the legislature settling that doubt by a law. Par-
liament speaks laws, not opinions; and when Parliament de-
clares, it wills: to say that a declaratory act leaves the-law as
it finds it,- is not law; it leaves the law as it declares it: the
Jjudges must take the law from the Parliament, they must not
look back to the common law.” Declaration by Parliament is
Jaw; negation is law: the common law is lost in the statute
and identified, and the repeal of the statute is the repeal of
.any common law on the subject; and of such high authority
is the statute, that, though' it departed from the common law
it professed to declart ; you must abide by the statute,
Blackstone, on the subject of the law in question, viz. on
the declaratory act of George the First, says, ¢ it settled the
question,” ¢ and is the ruling law in the case:” this is the act
which -Mr. Flood denies to be any law at all. : Mr. Flood
observes, that the repeal of this act does not repeal the law,
but the declaration; what is theé declaration? it is not adju-
dication ; it is not the vote of the two Houses of Parliament ;
RN 3 ~
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it is alaw-making word, by force of which the 6th of George
the First is an act of parliament; the declaration is what, .in
enacting laws, ‘epactment is; the legislative term «that makes
the statute. 'What is the repeal? it is the repeal of the legis-.
lative word -that makes the statute, that is, the repeal of -.the
-statute, -otherwise ‘the 6th-of .George’the ‘First would ‘be in
-existence; but the-repeal spéaks’for:itself, « Be it enacted that,
the 6th of George the First:” it does not say the declaration,
but ‘the .act, * and all the things therein contained, be ‘re-
pealed.” ‘Enactments are not laws, they mske them; pro-
perly speaking, declarations are not-laws, they make them:
the law repealed-in-this case, is -the 6th of George the First,
¢ Be it enacted that the 6th of George the First be repealed.”
‘What is that law? the-title of England to -bind Ireland de-
clared by Parliameiit. - ‘What is the -repeal of that law.? the
abrogation.of ‘that title? .it is‘the.legal mode-of doing away
that -title; -¢.Be it enacted -that Ireland -is -subordinate, and
that England hath and ought to have a right to make law for
Ireland.” ¢ Be it enacted, that said law in all its pparts be
repealed;” the former setsap the title, the latter sets it aside.
- Observe, repeal is not to abrogate a declaration ; it is not to
withdraw the authority of Parliament from the common law
alleged ; it is'to exercise the authority of Parliament, and to
abrogate the statute; and let it not be said that the common
law title remains. after the statute title has been abolished, for
you cannot sét up at common law the same title which a-
statute of repeal has abrogated; the statute rules the common
law; nor let it be saidy that the common law title stands afteg
the repeal of the 6th of George the First, as it did before the
repeal of that statute; before it was a title doubted; it is now
a title: disclaimed.  You will observe, that the question has
been put in issue; the common law title is set forth in the
statute ; and ‘common law and statute law title is one propo-
sition ; it is the same title, and when you abrogate one, you
abrogate both: the common law title is set up by one act of
parliament, and set aside by the other. o
Mzr. Flood observes, that thedeclaration is repealed; then,
it is a law, for:repeal does not apply to a mere opinion of
Parliament, but to Ilaw. What is this declaration that he al-
lows to.be repealed? itis, ¢ that the kingdom of England
had, hath, and ought to-have a power to bind Ireland:”
this is-the principle, ' and this the alleged common law
right and' title of England; it is not an_ assertion of title
by Parliament, it is'a_law and: a title made by Parliament ;
Tor to declare, is to enact, or make a law; and to repeal;
is to-abrogate the law and title so declared and made;
not to abrogate what Parliament says, but what Par-
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" liament.does, — its acts:-then the caseof the repeal :amounts:
to this, ¢ Be it.enacted, that.the common law: right and. title:
declared by. the 6th of: George the First-be repealed;” the:
declaratory act is the common.law declared, the repeal of the
declaratory act is.the common law repealed. 'When a motion,
is thus, ¢ Be it'declared, that the Parliament. of. England:
hath a-right.to.bind Ireland,” the question-is on the:de-

- claring; but when you.have declared, and the motion is-put,.
that youagree:in the declaration, the question is-then on the:
merits, — title or. no title. . ; y
- Mr. Flood observed,. that, the Parliament of England
might.fevive her claim; it was answered, no, not consistently;
because she-had disaffirmed. the existence of any title, and
because she had done so. under an adjustment; there was an

adjustment between: the two .countries,. and the Parliament
was put in covenant: this was the case of the Methuen treaty..
He said the repeal was simple; no, it is conventional ; the con~
vention is not recited. in: the act, because .that was not the
proper place for.it; it.is a treaty of.which the. repeal is a part;
it is to be found, however, in the rolls of parliament.. A
" By simple repeal, they mean repeal without preamble; and
by preamble, they mean acknowledgment of British usurp-
ation by England:. and first, that was impossible.to obtain,
and secondly, that was unnecessary, . for disaffirmance of title
does, not. become- more. complete. or. legal. by assigning 'the
reasons for making it.. : C

But Mr. Flood said,.that he required-a legal security in
the laws of England against her parliament: a.species of
blunder this, to look. for. legal security against the legisla-
ture in.the municipal laws.of. the land which that. legisla-

. ture makes .or unmakes at its pleasure. The legislature
ean- as legally répeal an act of renunciation as make it;
but there is a legal. security against the Parliament; .which
you cannot find in the law of the land, but which is legal
security notwithstanding; that is, the faith of -conventions,
which you have in the case before you: you have two secu-
rities, first, that England has legally disclaimed her title;
secondly, that she has-done so under an adjustment with
Ireland, which puts her parliament in covenant, and gives
you the legal security of the law of nations against the revival
of her claim. : '

Mr. Flood observes, that we should have required ‘of the
British Parliament to acknowledge her usurpation: we cer-
tainly should not, and that for the following reasons; first,
that. acknowledgment of her usurpation would not have been

. what he required, a legal bar to her resumption; secondly,

¥ 3 S .
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that a disclaimer of her title, under a national covenant, ren-
dered such an acknowledgment unnecessary ; thirdly, because
it was inipossible to obtain it; and, fourthly, because. it would
have been criminal to ask it; criminal to suffer the conven-
tional disclaimer of her title to wait until she was ready to-
acknowledge herself a usurper. It was said, that the authority
of the lawyers were against us; what authority? the lawyer’s
corps! And we have in our fayour, the Chief Justice of the -
King's Bench, the Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, the:
Chief Baron of the Exchequer, Mr. Hussey Burgh, and Lord
Yelverton; they were sent for by the Castle to give their opi~
nions on this subject,. and they gave their opinions at length,
and agreed that the repeal of the 6th of George the First did
away the title of England. I was at the meeting with several
others; -I beg to add, that Mr. Hussey Burgh was the Chief
Baron ‘who attended; 1 beg to mention in addition, Mr:
Burke, :who writes as follows: speaking of a declaratory act,
he says, #¢ that if a declaratory act were repealed, it would be
a denial of legislative power, as extensive as the affirmation
in the act declared.” . '
But there is another argument which time has produced,
“and which furnishes me with ample justification ; it is the
measure which these gentlemen. produced, and with. which
they were satisfied; namely, an English act of parliament,
not declaring its usurpation — not-renouncing its right, but
exercising, in the most plenary manner, that usurped le-
gislative power, and settling the TIrish e€onstitution by the
authority of the British parliament. K
‘I beg to conclude by saying, that the repeal of a declaras
tory law is the repeal of an act of parliament; secondly, that
the declaratory’law in question is: the title of England to
bind Ireland, declared by Parliament; thirdly, that the re-
peal of that law is the disaffirmance of that title; fourthly,
‘that a title disaffirmed by statute, cannot be set up at com-
amon law. - :
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No IV.

MR. FLOOD'S DEFENCE.

NR. FLOOD ENTERS INTO A STATEMENT OF HIS CONDUCT, IN
REPLY TO MR. GRATTAN'S ANSWER TO HIS SPEECH ON THE
28TH OF OCTOBER, 1783. )

November 1. 1783.

SIR, I wish to take the earliest opportunity of speaking a
few words to you, and addressing a few to the House,
upon the situation in which I left this House last Tuesday.
You heard, Sir, and the public heard me, the subject, as I
think, of an unwarranted attack. I rose to defend myself,
I am sure, with temper. I am not lightly moved ; and, I think,
I should be lightly moved, indeed, if I could have been moved
by that. T was, however, interrupted, though I did not bring
any fictitious- subject before you, or set gut without the least
appearance of any argument; in consequence of this inter-
ruption, Sir, ¥ left the House; but soon after, I understand,
that the House thought. proper to say, they would give me
liberty to proceed, and 1 wish to take the earliest opportunity
of returning them my thanks- for that permission; at the
same time, Sir, that I return my thanks for that permission,
I hope they will suffer me to render it not an empty_indul-
gence; but, upon the present occasion, to take up the subject
where I left it the last night.: D : ’

(Mr. Tblgr rose to order ; but Mr, Flood procéeded) I

I hope gentlemen will not interrupt me: when they find
me going out of order, when they hear me drawing fictitious
characters, let them stop me; when I say any thing unparlia-
mentary, — when 1 endeavour to recall the asperity of that
day, which, whilst I despise, I must disapprove, I rise in
defence of what I think an injured character. As I have en-
deavoured to defend the rights of this country for twenty-four
years, I hope they will permit me to defend my reputation. .

My life, Sir, bas been divided into three parts, and it has
been dispatched by three epithets: one part, Sir,that which
preceded Lord Harcourt’s administration i another, ~which

¥ 4 o ‘
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passed between Lord Harcourt’s and Lord Carlisle’s; and the-
third, which is subsequent. The first has & summary justice,.
or injustice done to it, by being said to be intemperate; the
second is treated in like'manner, by being said to be venal;
and the conduct of theé third is said to be that of an incendiary..

(Mr, O’'Hara, to.order. ¢It.isagainst order to speak of what
passed on a former day, not that any thing the honourable gentle-
man has said now is improper, but that the order of the House
forbids a reference to the debates of a former day.)” .

Mr. Flood. . I take this matter up upon the ground of an
'interrupted debate; it is-in that; light it comes within order.
I have a right to be%in where I was interrupted; but, Sir,
.there are some cases of so particular a nature, thiat a strict
adherence to a general order would be the height of injustice
The attack made upon:my person went back, not only to
the arguments of two or three days before, but to the eon-
duct of twenty years antecedent ; therefore, Sir, I hope,: that
if animadversions of twenty years are. allowed to one, I may
Jhave an opportunity of referring to arguments used three days
.ago. With respect tothat period of my life which is dis-
.patched by the word intemperate, I beg gentlemenn would
consider the hard Situation of public characters, if that is to
be their treatment; that period takes in. a number of years,
not less than sixteen, in which there were five administrations,
and in which the public were pleased to give me their sentence
“of approebation. Sir, it includes, for I wish to speak to facts,
not to_take it up-upon epithéts, —it includes the Duke of
Bedford’s, Lord Halifax’s, the Duke of Northumberland’s,
Lord Hertford’s, and Lord Townshend’s.

Now, Sir, as to the fact of intemperance, I will state to
you how that stands, and let the gentleman see how a plain
tale shall. put him.down. - Of those. five: administrations,
there were three to which I was so far from giving an intem-
perate opposition, . that X could not be said, in any. senseé of
the word, to oppose them at'all; I -mean, the three first. I
certainly voted against the secretary of the day,. but ‘oftener
voted with him. "In Lord Hertford’s administration, I had
attained to a certain view and decided opinion of what was fit,
in my mind, .to. be done for this country. I had fixed upon
three great objects of public utility. . I .endeavoured to sttain

.-them, with that spirit and energy with which it is my: charac-
ter and nature to speak and .to act; as-I must take:the dis-
advantages of my.nature, I will take the advantages of it too.
These three great objects were resisted. by that administra~
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“tion'::what was the consequence? A conflict arose between
that administration and me ; but that conflict ‘'ought not to be
called opposition on: m}r part; no, it ought rather to be called
opposition on: their’s; I was the propounder, and they resisted -
my propositions. This may be called- a eonflict, not an op-~
position to that administration. 'What were those three ob-
jects > One was; to prove that the constitution of Parliament
in this kingdom did- still - exist; thas it had not been taken
away by the law of Poynings, but that it was an infamous
perversion of that statute, by which. the constitution had suf-
fered. The other-was, the establishment of & constitutional
military force in superaddition to that of a standing army.
The only idea that ever occurred to England, or any free
“ eountry of Europe, I adopted, namely, that of a constitutional
militia, At that time the idea of a volunteer force had not
arisen; therefore, I adopted the idea which at-that time
appeared to be the best. The third ;great object ¥ took up as
necessary for this eountry, was alaw for limiting the duration
.of parliaments.. Fhese were three great, salutary and noble
‘objects; worthy of the enlarged .mind of an enlarged country.
I pursued them with ardour, I de not deny it; but I did not
“pursue them with intemperance ; I am sure I did not appear to
the public to do so; they gave my exertions' many flattering
testimonies of their approbation.. There is another proof that
I was not intemperate; I was successful; intemperance ‘and
‘miscarriage are apt to go together, but temperance and suc-
~cess ‘are associated by nature. 'This is my plain history with
regard to that period. The clumsiness: or virulence of invec=
tive may require to be sheathed in a brilliancy of diction, bat
plain: truth and- plain sense are best delivered in plain terms.
- I now come to that period in which Lord Harcourt governed,.
‘and ‘which is stigmatized by the word venal. I say, Lord
-Harcourt’s, for, in my consideration of his administration; I
-will:include that of Lord Townshend. If every man- who
‘accepts an office is venal, and an apostate, I certainly cannot
acquit myself of the charge, nor is it necessary: I should have
so many associates in the crime, if ever there was a crime in
:what multitudes would defend. I am sensible, multitudes and
‘majorities would not be wanting to defend that. But, I say,
either it is 4 crime or it is not; if it ‘be a crime universally,
“let it be universally ascribed.” But,” Sir, I say, it is not fair
that one set of men should be treated by that honourable
-member. as great friends and lovers of their country, notwith-~
- standing they are in office ; and ‘another man, because he was
- in office, should be treated as'an enemy and an apostate ?- But
iwhat is: the'truth. - Every thing of-this sort depends upon
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the principles ori which office is taken, and on which it is
vetained: with regard to me, let no man imagine I am
preaching up a doctrine for my own convenience; there is not
a man -less concerned in the propagation of it. I have no-
treaty with the right henourable gentleman on the floor,. nor
shall I have any.

Now, Sir, I shall beg leave shortly to state the manner ite
which I accepted that -office, which I give you my werd, E
never will resume. It was offered to me in the most honour-
able manner, with an assurance not only ef being a placeman.
for my own profit, but a minister for the benefit of my
country. My answer was, that I thought, in a constitution
such as ours, an intercourse between the prince and the
subject ought to be honourable, the being & minister ought to-
redound to a man’s credit; but I lamented that it often hap-
pened otherwise: men in office often gave up those principles.
which they maintained before. I told them, therefore, that
iy objections were not to the going into office, but to following:
the examples which I had sometimes seen before me. L
mentioned the public principles I held. Isaid, if consistently
with those principles, from an atom -of which I would not
depart, I could be of service to His Majesty’s government, I
'was ready to be so. Ispeak in the presence of men who
know what Isay. After the office had come over, and landed
in this kingdom, I sent in writing to the chief governor,
that I 'woulg not accept the office, unless upon that principle.’

_Thus; Sir, T took office; the admipistration before, I
opposed only in part of it; in the first session of Lord
Townshend, I did not oppose; I never opposed Lord
Townshepd till after his prorogation and protest: this
appeared to me an infamous violation of the privileges of
Parliament. With: regard to money-bills, and after that
protest by which hé endeavoured to make the journals of the
House of Lords, instead of being the record of their privi-
leges, the monument of their disgrace, I opposed him: now,
what did I oppose in that administration? The violation of
‘the privilege of this House, with regard to money-bills, and
the wanton augmentation of offices, by the division of the
board of commissioners into two parts. In Lord Harcourt’s
.administration, what did I do? I had the two boards of
commissioners reduced again into one, I do not say my
single voice effected this, but, as far as it had any efficacy, it
insisted on having the twelve commissioners again reduced to
seven,_ and the two boards to one,—a saving, including the
‘whole arrangement, of twenty thousand pounds a-year to the
nation; ‘it went further, it insisted to have every altered
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money-bill thrown out, and Privy Council money-bills not
defended by the Crown. Thus, instead of giving sanction to
the measures I had opposed, my conduct was, in fact, to regis-
ter my principles in the records of .the court, to make the
Privy Council a witness to the privileges of Parliament, and to
ive final energy to the tenets with which I commenced my
ife.. : o .
Economy did not stop with the reduction of the commis-
sioners boards. ‘The right hon. gentleman who has censured
me, in order to depreciate that economy, said, that ¢ we had
swept with the feather of economy-the pens and paper off
your table;” a pointed and a brilliant'expression is far from a
just argument. This country has no reason to be ashamed
of that species of economy, when the great nation of Great
Britain has been oblifyed to descénd to an economy as minute.
Neither, Sir, was this all: it is not my fault if infinitely. more
was not done for this country upon that occasion; they were
offered a saving : they did not chuse to take it; they were of-
fered the absentee-tax, and they refused it. I am not to
blame:for that: it was part of the saving proposed. If admi-
nistration were wrong on that occasion, they were wrong with
the prejudices of half a century; they were wrong with every
great writer that had ever written upon the subject of Ireland ;
they were wrong with some of the plainest principles, as it
seems, of human nature, in their favonr. I will suppose the
determination not to accept it, to have been right, still it was
meritorious in administration to-offerit; and to shew that I
was not under- any undue influence of office, I appeal to the
. memory of many men present, whether, when the dispesition
“of the House was made to alter upon that subject; and when
- administration yielded, not -unwillingly, to the vidlence of
Parliament, I appeal to the conscious and public knowledge
of many, whether I did veer and turn about with the secre-
tary, or whether I did not make a manly stand in favour of
that principle, after having pledged myself to the public? I
would rather break with a million of administrations than
retract 2 . . L :

I not only adhered to it, but by a singular instance of exer- -
tion, I forced it a second time under the consideration of this .
House. ' That this benefit was lost to this country, if it be a
benefit, it was not my fault. One thing I must go back tos I
had repeatedly pressed the bill. for limiting the duration of
parliaments. In Lord Townshend’s time, I brought it in
finally, and crowned it with success: thus, I restored to the*
universal community of Ireland, -a right of which they had

-been_robbed for near a century, namely, their first and fun-
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damental franchise as electors, without which this House is
‘but ashadow. "And thus, after having restored that root of all
their-other rights in' Lord Townshend’s administration, after
having restored economy, . and reduced. twelve commissioners
to seven in Lord Harcourt’s, I went on-to the other great mea-
sure which I have meitioned, the militia law; and when a
right honourable gentleman {Mr. Ogle) moved that question,
.F engaged all the interest I could with.Government in behalf
of it; I rose up to-seeond his motion, and: declared I would
support hint and his militia bill to the last; accordingly, I gave
him the assistance of my poor labours, and it was earried.,
Thus, therefore; Sir, Isay, that in that administration in which
I accepted office, instead of relinquishing-my principles, I pre-
served them; instead of getting a minority to vote for them,
I brought the majority to give an effictent sanction to their
truth, by entering into office upon that occasion, and acting
as I'did; I acted the part of an honest minister between the
prince and the people; in doing so, I think I was more a
patriot than if, out of office, I had made empty declamations
on empty subjects, without any advantage to the public.
Most of those who hear me, ean recollect the state of this
kingdom: at the close of Lord Townshend’s administration :
I appeal to them all, and I ask what was then my repute in
the nation; I will hot ‘say it was the first, or the second, or
‘the third; but did it not stand in an honourable rank, and
among the foremost rather than among the last? In Lord
Harcourt’s government, the vice-treasurership was offered to
me, -accompanied with every declaration that could render it
acceptable to an honoturable mind.,” When that office was
-offered to me, was my situation that of a reprobated man?
Did the administration of England send over an office usually
veserved for the Parliament of England, and offer it of their
‘own accord, to a feprobated man? I take the facts of both
"countries to disprove this calumny. Is it since, I have become
a ‘mark. of obloquy? ‘I flatter myself not. Lord Bucking-
hamshire’s administration succeeded. With regard to' Lord
Harcourt’s administration, the objection is, I did too much;
the charge with regard to the other is, I did too little for it:
those two accusations run a little in contrary’ direction,. and
like a double poison, each may cure the operation of the other:
but the fact is this, I acted not upon visions and imaginations,
but on sound common sense, the best gift of God to man;
which then told one, and still whispers, that some adminis-
trations deserve a more active support than others; that some
administrations deserve a more active opposition than others,
-and that-some deserve little of ‘either. I adapted my conduct
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to -those three conditions. I did not run headlong against =
Government at one time, and with Government at another;
but adapted my conduct, as I ought to do, to what I saw, and
what I felt. Did 1 support Lord Harcourt? why? Because
he gave me an influence in his councils, ' S
It is nonsense to say, a man is not te support his own coun-
cils: but the next administration took another direction, and
they did not give me any influence on their councils. What
was the consequence? f’ did not give them support. Was
there any thing more fair? I felt myself a man of tou much
situation to be a mere place-man. If not a minister to serve
my country, I would not be the tool of salary. What was
the consequence ? I voted with them in matters of importance,
when they were clearly right; I voted against them in mat-
ters of importance, when they were clearly wrong; and in
matters of -small moment, I did not vote at all: and why? I
scorned, by voting for them in siich matters, to seem to pay
court: to vote against them in such matters would have
been absurd,” 'What remained ? Not to vote at all. If you
* call that absconding, going behind the chair, or escaping into
the corridore, call it what you please, I say it was right.
This is my plain way of dealing;’ it is common sense. I told
Lord Buckinghamshire, I would not attend the cabinet
councils of the sage Mr. Heron. Was that duplicity? I
think not. I did more; I sent my resignation to England,
to the same friend through whom the first communication
was made to me on the subject of office; but, from. ideas of
- friendship to me, he took time to consider, and, at length,
decliried to deliver my resignation. '
I have said something to the middle period. I shall come .
to the third, viz, Lord Carlisle’s administration,  in; which
my conduct has been slandered as the conduct of an incen-
diary; when that idea took place in some minds, I cannot
.tell, but this I am sure of, that the right honourable gentle-
man who censured me, was called an incendiary at that time,
~and so perhaps might I; but .1 am sure the right honour-
able gentleman at that time did not think me an incendiary
any more than himself; there was not a single instance in
which he did not.co-operate. If I am an incendiary, I shall
gladly accept, therefore, of the society of that right honour-
able gentleman, under the same agpe_llation : but he laughed
at the folly of the accusation at that time, and so do I now.
If T was an incendiary, it was for moving what the Par-
liaments of both kingdoms have since given their sanction fo:
if that is to be an incendiary, God grant I may continue so. .
In this administration it was, that I was dismissed from
office; now, Sir, I do not know that, in general, my dis-
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mission from office was thought any disgrace to me: I do not
think this- House or the nation thought me dishonoured by
that dismission. The first day I declared those sentiments
for ‘which I was dismissed — I remember it 'well — I thought
it for my Zonour ; some very honourable and worthy gentle-
men, some since dead, and some still alive, one of them whom
I shall ever love, and shall ever lament ; one of them, dead since
to every thing but his own honour, and the grateful memory of
his country; one of them, who thought me so little of th
character of an incendiary, that he crossed the House, to-
gether with others, to congratulate me on the honour of my
conduct, and to embrace me in open parliament. At that
moment, I think, I stood clear of the imputation of being an
incendiary. The character of an incendiary, therefore, seems
to have been superinduced upon me of a sudden; it has
sprouted out and germinated from that root of much evil, the
simple repeal; since that moment only, it seems, that I have
been going down in the opinion of the public; since that
moment they have found out my character and conduct de-
serve all reprobation, and deserve the brand of being an
incendiary ; and yet I can hardly prevail upon myself to think
that this is the cage; because, since that moment, I have
received more honourable testimonies from. every corner of
the kingdom, than that right honqurable member has re-
ceived in the same period. e

I shall return once more to the sentiments of that beloved
character I have just described *: he was a man, over whose .
life, or over whose grave, envy never hovers: he was a
man, wishing ardently to serve his' country himself, but
not wishing to monopolize the service, wishing to partake
and tof communicate the glory of what passed: he gave
me, in his motion for a free trade, a full participation of the
honour. Upon another occasion, he said, — I remémber
the words ; they are traced with the pencil of gratitude on
-my heart: he said, “that I was a man whom the most
lucrative office in the land had never warped in .point .of
integrity.” The words were marked ; I am sure I repeat them
fairly : they are words I should be proud to have inscribed
upon my tomb. Consider the man from whom they came;
consider the magnitude of the subject on which they were
spoken ; consider the situation of the persons concerned, and
it adds to, and multiplies the honour.

My noble friend, I beg pardon, he did not live to be en-
nobled by patent, but he was born ennebled by nature; -his
situation at that moment was this: he had found himself

- obliged to surrender office, and enter into active opposition to

* The Right Honourable Walter Hussey Burgh.
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to -those three conditions. I did not run_headlong against
Government at one time, and with Government at another;
but adapted my conduct, as I ought to do, to what I saw, and
what I felt. Did 4 support -Lorﬁ Harcourt? why? Because
he gave me an influence in his councils. '
It is nonsénse to say, a man is not te support his own coun-
cils: but the next administration took another direction, and
they did not give me any influence on their councils. What
was the consequence? I did not give them support. Was
there any thing more fair? I felt myself a man of tou.much
, situation to be a mere place-man. If not a minister to serve
my country, I would not be the tool of salary. 'What was
the consequence ? I voted with them in matters of importance,
when they were clearly right; I voted against them in mat-
ters of importance, when they were clearly wrong; and in
matters of small moment, I did not vote at all: and why? I
scorned, by voting for them in sich matters, to seem to pay
court: to vote against them in such matters would bave
been absurd.” What remained ? Not to vote at all. If you
call that absconding, going behind the chair, or escaping into
the corridore, call it what you please, I say it was right.
This is my plain way of dealing;’ it is common sense. I told
Lord Buckinghamshire, I-would not attend the cabinet
councils of the sage Mr. Heron. Was that duplicity? I
think not. I'did more; I sent my resignation to England,
to the same friend through whom the first communication
was made to me on the subject of office; but, from ideas of
friendship to me, he took time to consider, and, at length,
decliried to deliver my resignation. - ’ ‘
" I have said something to the middle period. . I shall come
to the third, viz. Lor?i Carlisle’s administration, _in, which’
my conduct has been slandered as the conduct of an incen~
diary; when that idea took place in some minds, I cannot
_tell, but this I am sure of, that the right honourable gentle-
man who censured me, was called an incendiary at that time,
and so perhaps might I'; but I am sure the right honour-
able gentleman at that time did not think me an incendiary
any more than himself; there was not a single instance in
which he did not co-operate. If I am an incendiary, I shall
gladly accept, therefore, of the society of that right honour-
able gentleman, under the same appellation : but he laughed
at the folly of the accusation at that time, and so do I now.
If 1 was an’ incendiary, it was for moving what the Par-
liaments of both kingdoms have since given their sanction fo:
if that is to be an incendiary, God grant I may continue so.- .
In this administration it was, that I was dismissed f:ro_m
office; now, Sir, I do not know that, in general, my dis
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power, let me come :to a highly respectable. body, the corps
of lawyers in this country, who, after six months’ meditation
by a committee chosen by ballot, gave their sanction to that
opinion, which is the opinion of an incendiary, if I deserve
that name. If Lord Mansfield be an incendiary, if the Par-
liament of England be’an incendiary, if the corps of lawyers
‘are incendiaries, if the Ulster delegates are. incendiaries,. if
the Connanght delegates are incendiaries, and all the societies
who  have joined that opinion throughout the kingdom, if all.
of these be incendiaries, in the name of God let me be added.
to the number, and let me be an incendiary too: but though,
I may be suck an incendiary, 1 will never be that which would,
deserve the name ; I will never, by any hollow composition,
lay the seeds of -future dissention: I will go clearly and.
~fully to the work: I will be satisfied, when satisfaction is,
iven; my nature is as prone to satisfaction, and as distant,
grom chagrin as that of any man. I appeal to those who know.
me from my-childhood, first, at a public school, then at the
university of this kingdom, then at the university of Oxford,
and afterwards, during twenty-four. years, taking no very pri-
‘vaté part within the walls of this House — I have spoken to
facts, _ I, do notsmean fo' arraign; any man may be mis-
taken, and I wish t5 suppose any man to be really mistaken
rather than to be so intendedly. I would rather reconcile all
‘men to the public, than make unnecessary divisions. But
though I would do every thing 2 man can do to prevent
dissention, I cannot be expected to sacrifice my character to
unlimited obloquy. C e
Sir, .one circumstance I must mention, as it is somewhat
; extraordivary.. It has been said by some authority on that
side_ of »the questiony that I_am the outcast of Government
and of my prince: certainly, Sir, fay- dismission from office
was attended with the extraordinary, circumstance of Ty dis-
mission from council { therefore, I suppose it is, that the right
honourable member has called me the outcast of Government
and of my prince. It certainly, Sir, was an extraordinary,
transaction ; but it was done in the case of Mr. Pulteney, it
was done in the case of the Duke of Devonshire; therefore,
I suppose it will: not be a decisive proof of any reprobated. or
factious character in the person to whom it happened. It isthe
first time it has been mentioned to my disadvantage. It 'was
in the House of Lords of England, mentioned to the disad-
vantage of the minister who was supposed to have done it by a
most respectable character; it was thought not to my dishonour
here; it was thought not to my dishonour in the House of Lords
" of Ireland, where I have lately recejved from a very eminent
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peer, the sanction of sentiments very different from - these.
In a word, it is but the sentence of one tongue,yand upon
that tongue I leave it. I do not, howevers pretend to dispute
a min’sterial fact, which a gentleman in confidence alleges.
He has been in the confidence of the Duke of Portland; he
is as much a minister as any man who is not in office.

Thus much, therefore, I'must give to this ministerial asser-
tion, that I shall find it impossible for me, under -such an
interdict, to pay my respects at His Majesty’s Castle of
Dublin, wllxglch otherwise I should be prompt to discharge;
and I mention it thus publicly, that my absence may not be
interpreted into any want of the most perfect duty and loyalty
to my prince, or of the greatest respect to the nobleman who
-presides there. I am nota man formed to court proseription;
I will not seek disgrace; let it remain in its den; I will pot
revoke it.

Sir, I have trespassed too long, and I am oppressed
with the weight and multitude of thanks which I owe
you and the House; I have troubled you too long upon
a private subject, but, with your- permission,. I will endea-~
vour to make amends on the'next day, by bringing before
you a subject of ‘more. importance, ~jhe’_economy of the
nation. I beg pardon for what I have said; I have pro-
mised too much; I am in your judgwmeng whether I shall do
it. You'have heard what has passed upon my subject; I
appeal to you, if I am that character that has been drawn;
if I am that character in any degree, do not deprecate your
justice ; but I call for it,. and exhort you, for yourselves?and
your country, to get rid of a member who would be un-
worthy to sit among you. ;
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